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HE prophets I havé undertake an Expofition of, are thofe, whom the Fews call, 

the /atter prophets, taking the hint from Zech. i. 4. The former prophets with them, 

are, the writers of Fo/bua, Fudges, the two books of Samuel, and the two books of 

Kings; which are fo called by them, as Huetius * obferves, becaufe, tho’ they are hi- 

ftories; yet contain fignifications and figures of things future. They are not indeed 
all agreed in this matter; for fome fay *, David, and Samuel, and Solomon, were the former pro- 
phets; and even fome “ diftinguifh the latter prophets, into former and latter ; and make the 
former prophets to be all, excepting Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi, to whom they give the name 
of the latter prophets ; but generally in the Hebrew copies of the Bible, the latter prophets begin with 
Yaiah, and end with Malachi ; and thefé are divided into the greater and leffer prophets. The greater 
prophets are [aiah, Feremiah, and Ezekiel; to which we chriftians add Daniel; but he ftands excluded 
from the clafs of prophets by the Hews, for a reafon that is eafily difcerned; not being willing to 
own the famous prophécy in him concerning the coming of the Meffiah, They unanimoufly agree, 
as Maimonides affirms “, to put him améng the Cetubim or Hagiograpba, the holy writings, but not 
among the prophets ; they allow his book was written by the infpiration of the Holy Ghoft, but not 
by the fpirit of prophecy ;. wrongly diftinguifhing between the one and the other; nor fhould fuch a 
diftinction of the facred writings, as of prophets and Hagiographa, be admitted ; fince ai! the infpired 
writings are yexPas ayo; and fo the fcriptures are called, Rom.i. 2. and xvi.26. The latter pro- 
phets are the twelve, which begin with Ho/eah, and end with Malachi; and with the greater, are in 
all fixteen. Of tliefe I fhall not fay any thing in particular here; as who they were; what time they 
prophefied ; what, or to whom, of of hee they prophefied ; or of their ftile and manner of wri- 
ting; for which, with other things, I refer the reader to the arguments and titles of the feveral books 
but fhall pbitrve fome ann concerning prophets and prophecy in general. 


THE orbit NI) a prophet, cories from m3, which, in the Arabic language, primarily fig- 
nifies to be liftéd up on high, to be in an eminence ‘ ; hence there is a mountain called Nedo, from its 
height and eminence, where Mo/es died, and from whence he had a view of the land of Canaan, 
Deut. xxxii. 49, 50. and xxxiv. 1. and the Chaldeans had an idol of this name, which, Hillerus ‘ thinks, . 
was fo called from its height and diftance, J/ xlvi. 1. and it may be, prophets had their name from 
hence ; either becaufe they fometimes ftood on an efiinence, when they delivered their prophecies, that 
they might be, the better heard ; and when they cried aloud, and lift up their voice like a trumpet : 
or rather becaufe they Were raifed to great dignity, and invefted with an high and honourable office ; 

and indeed the higheft office in the church, under the Old Teftament, unlefs that of priefts, and 
particularly of the high-prieft, can be thought to be above it, and fo under the New Teftament, 
prophets are fet in the fecond place in the church, next to the apoftles,’ 1 Cor. xii. 28. pb. iv. 11. 
This word alfo in the fame language fignifies to fhew, declare, publifh, and proclaim any thing; or 
deliver a meffage *, which was one part of the bufinefs of the prophets, not only to predic& things 
future, but to declare the will of God, whether it refpected things prefent, or to come; their work 
‘Jay very much in fhewing the people, to whom they weré fent, their fins and tranfgreffions 5 to con- 


vinc¢ 

_ * Demonftrat. Evangel. prop.7. §. 11. p. 339s : » » T. Bab. Sota, fol. 48. 2. ¢ Ibid. & Mifn. Sota, 

c.9. §. 12. & Maimon. & Bartenora in ib. * More Nevochim, Par. 2. c. 45. © {3 editus, ‘elatus fuit, 
Golius, col. 2237. So Caftel, col. 2183, pst) Ar. editus, elatus fuit, Hottinger. Smegma Oriental. 1. 1. c. 7. p. 170. 

§ Onomattic. Sacr. p. 595, 604. & MSD) indicavit, Schindler. col, 1036, annuntiavit, Hottinger. ib. BJ, an- 


_funtiavit, apud Arabes, Stockius, p- 634. 


+ 
x 


iV PUR Rage 9G ee 
vince them of them; to reprove them for them; to call them to repentance and reformation ;. or 
otherwife to tell them they would iffue in their ruin ; and much of this kind may be obferved in the 
writings of the prophets we are about to explain; and with this fenfe of the word agrees Farchi’s deri- 
vation of the word-for prophet; which, whether juft, or no, I will not fay. He derives it from 3%, 
‘which fignifies to bud, to bring forth fruit; and metaphorically to fpeak, or utter any thing, as in 
Prov. x. 13. the mouth of the jut 39 bringeth forth, or uttercth wifdom;, hence fpeech is called 
mrnoy 3°) the fruit of the lips, If. \vii. 19. and fo, atcording to him, a prophet is a man that pro- 
claims and caufes people to hear the words of reproof; and who, in common fpeech, is called pre- 
diger*, or a preacher. So Pifcator ' takes the word to be a-kin to ya), and to have much the fame 
meaning ; which fignifies to pour, or throw out, as water out of a fountain ; “and fo defi igns fuch per- 
fons, who, with great force and energy, and in great plenty, pour out in their miniftry things fecret 
_ and divine, revealed unto them, which appertain to the glory of God, and the good of his church. 
The prophets were faithful publifhers of the mind and will of God, made known unto them ; they 
were, as Kimchi calls them, an eccho to the voice. of God}, they faid nothing, but what they heard 
and received from God, and that they fully and freely declared to the people:s ; they were interpreters 
of the word of God, and taught the people both dogtrine and duty.’ .. Thus the Lord faid to Mojfes, 
Exod. vii. 1. Aaron thy brother foall be thy prophet. The Targum of Oxkelos renders it; s2o¢IND yy? 
foall be thine interpreter ; his {pokefman, inftead of a mouth to him ; rehearfe what he faid, and ex- 
plain it when not fo well underftood; Aaron being one that could: fpeak. well, plainly, and clearly’; 
when Mofes had fome difficulty in his. fpeech ; rs ch. iv. 10, 14, 16. and prophets in Fer xxix. 1. 
are explained, in the Targum of Fonathan, by yD9%9 doctors or teachers; and by fcribes, in-x Sam: x. 
ro. all which agrees with the meaning of the words prophets and prophefying, as they are ufed in the 
New Teftament; where they. fignify fuch as had gifts for the public miniftry of the word, for the 
preaching of the gofpel, and exercifed them, 1 Cor. xiv. 1, 4, 5, 6, 225 24,295 31, 32. for, as the 
apoftle fays, ¥. 3. be that prophefieth [peaketh unto men, to edification, and exhortation, and comfort , yea 
praying and praifing are called prophefying, 1 Cor. xi. 4. agreeable to the ufe of the word in the 
Old Teftament. So the Lord faid to Abimelech concerning yh ae, he is a prophet, and he foall pray 
for thee, Gen. xx. 7. prayer for others being one part of a prophet’s work, which the prophet Yeremiab 


was fometimes forbid to do; fee Yer. vii. 16. and xi. 14. and xiy. 11. and alfo the fons of d/aph, and . 


others, are faid to prophefy with the harp, to give thanks and to praife the Lord, 1 Chron: xxy. 2, 2, 3. 
and the company of the prophets prophefying in 1 Sam. xix. 20. are by the Targum interpreted, @ 


company of fcribes praifing, and it was no uncommon thing with perfons of this character to ufe in- ° 


ftruments of mufic,; and which have been thought to have been of feryice, to difpofe their minds 
for the prophetic influence ; fee Exod. xv. 20. 1 Sam. x. 5, 6. but, after all, the word is frequently 


ufed of foretelling things to come, or however of declaring things, whether paft, prefent, or to 


come, which were fo fecret, as could never be known nor publifhed without a divine revelations an 
from hence it is, that perfons fo extraordinarily gifted, are called prophets ; and fuch were thofe whofe 
writings are under our prefent confideration ; for it is eafy to obferve, that befides ordinary inftru@tions 
and teachings, whether with refpect to do¢trine or practice, there are in them all, predictions of fu- 
ture events, which have had, for the moft part, their certain accomplifhment already ; and which is 
a proof of their being the true prophets of the Lord. 


THE firft time we meet with the word prophet in ISTE is in Gen. xx. 7. where Abraham is - 


called a prophet, as before obferved. The learned Wit/us * thinks, by it is meant no more than his 
being a friend of God, as he is elfewhere called, J/ xli. 8. Fam. ii. 23. one that was familiar with him; 
a favourite of his, whom he would not fuffer to be wronged; and to which the Pfalmijt feems to 
allude, when fpeaking of his pofterity in ftrange kingdoms, who were alfo much in the favour and 
friendfhip of God, fays, that he reproved kings for their fakes ; /aying, touch not mine anointed, and do 
my prophets no harm, Pf. cv. 1g. but, tho” this was true of Abraham and his feed, as it is of all other 
true prophets of the Lord, whom he ufes as his intimate friends, and therefore difclofes his fecrets to 
them, as he did to 4draham, Gen. xviii. 17. for the Lord does nothing, but he reveals his fecrets to 


his fervants the prophets, mos iii. 7, yet he might be called a prophet from his knowledge of future © 


events, revealed to him by the Lord, which he no doubt fpoke of to others; as of the deftruétion of 


Sodom and Gomorrha , of the-Meftiah fpringing from his feed, whofe day he is faid to have feen, and 

rejoiced at; and of his offspring fuffering affi@tion in a land not theirs; and of their continuance 

there, and their deliverance from thence at a certain time; all which had their exaét accomplifhment; - 
, fee. ; 


* Comment. in Exod. vii. 1. * Prolegomena in prophetas, p. 7. k Mifcell, Sacr. Tom. I. 1. t. cr. §. 3. 
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fee Gen. xviii. 22, 23. and xxii. 18. and xv. 13, 14, 16, but tho’ the word prophet is riot éxprefsly uted 
of any before Abraham, yet it is a clear cafe there were prophets before his time. Noah was a pro- 
phet; for he was warned of God of things not feen as yet, as the author of the Epiftle to the Hebrews 
fays, ch. xi. 7. and by deeds, in preparing the ark, as well as by words, being a preacher of righte- 
oufnefs, foretold the deftruction of the world, by a flood ; likewife the curfé that fhould come on his 
grandfon Canaan, and his pofterity ; the enlargement of aphet and his offspring, and their dwelling 
in the tents of Shem, Gen. ix. 25,26, 27. and Lamech his father prophefied of him, that he fhould com- 
fort them, concerning their work, and the toil of their hands, Gen. v. 2g. and Enoch the feventh from 
Adam, prophefied of the mockers and {coffers in the laft days; and of the general judgment, as Fude 
exprefsly fays, ¥. 14, 15. yea Adam the firft man was a prophet; who, upon £ve’s being brought unto 
him, not only knew her, and for what end fhe was prefented to him ; but foretold that for the futuré 
a man would leave bis father and mother, and cleave to bis wife, and they fhould become one flefh, 
Gen. ii. 24. a prophecy that has been always fulfilling ever fince; and after the times of éra- 
bam, quite down to thofe, whofe books of prophecies are extant, and before us, there were many 
prophets. ‘/acod on his death-bed foretold what would befal the feveral tribes in future times, and 
even in the laft days. Mo/es was the chief of all the prophets; the Yews give high encomiums of him 
as fuch ; and indeed it is exprefsly faid of him, that there arofe not fince fuch a prophet in J/rae/, 
with whom God fpake face to face; and to whom the Meffiah, the great prophet of all, was to be 
like, Deut. xxxiv. 10, and xviii. 15. in whofe time the feventy elders, and E/ded and Medad prophefied, 
Numb. xi. 25,26. Fob, tho not of the J/raeliti/h nation, yet had a fpirit of prophecy, and foretold 
the appearance of Chrift on earth, and the refurreétion of the dead, ch. xix. 25, 26,27. Samuel is 
placed at the head of the prophets that followed him, és ili. 24. and David is exprefsly called a 
prophet, és ii. 30. in whofe days alfo Nathan the prophet lived, 2 Sam. vii. 2. and after his times 
there were Abijabh “the Shilonite, Elijab and Elifba, and many in their days, of whom we fhall take 
notice hereafter ; but thefe delivered their prophecies by word of mouth; there are no prophetic wri- 
tings of theirs extant, only of thofe fixteen before-mentioned; and who are eminently called the pro- 
pets, and are always meant in the New Teftament, when the prophets are appealed unto ; or any thing 
quoted from them; or any thing faid to be fulfilled that was written in them. 


N OW prophecy, from whence thefe men are chiefly denominated prophets, is, by the celebrated 
Witfius’, traly defined, “* a knowledge and manifeftation of fecret things, which a man knows, not 
“* from his own fagacity, nor from the relation of others, but by an extraordinary revelation of God 
“© from heaven.” It is called knowledge, with refpect to the prophet himfelf; and a manifeftation 
or difcovery, with refpect to others, to whom it is made known. The things it is concerned with are 
fecrets, whether they are things paft, or prefent, or to come ™; for a man may be denominated a pro- 
phet, from his knowlédge and difcovery of the one, as of the other; when they are fuch things 
as his own fagacity, and that of others, could never fuggeft to him; or he’ could never attain to 
by any means, bue-by a revelation from God himfelf: it was in this way that Mo/es became acquainted 
with the creation of the world, and the order of it; the fall of our firft parents, and the means of 
it; the univerfal deluge, and the repeopling of the world, with other things that were paft ; which no 
man could have given that regular and orderly account of from himfelf, or the relation of others, 
had not God made it known unto him. Daniel fhewed himfelf a prophet, by telling Nebuchadnezzar 
his dream, that was paft; as well as by the interpretation of it; fhewing what would be the fate of 
the four monarchies: and the woman of Samaria perceived that Chrift was a prophet, by his being 
able to give an account of her paft life and behaviour. It was by a prophetic fpirit that Eija_ knew 
that Gebazi his fervant took gifts of Naaman the Syrian; fo that things paft and prefent are the. fub- 
ject of prophecy, as well as things to come; and thofe that are future, are fuch as are not to be 
known by any fettled laws and courfe of nature; fuch as the revolutions of day and night; of fum- 
mer and winter; the ebbing and flowing of the tide; the eclipfes of the luminaries, and the return 
of comets at certain pericds; the knowledge and difcovery of thefe is not prophecy ; but it is the 
knowledge and difcovery of things in themfelves, and with refpeét to fecond caufes, which are contin- 
gent and free; as the birth of perfons ; the names they fhall be called by; and the actions they fhall 
perform ; fuch as thefe have been declared in prophecy, and have exactly come to pafs, as in the 
inftances of ‘fefiah, Cyrus, and others. 


SUCH 

"1 Mifcell. Sacr. Tom. T. Lr. co 25 §. 1. 
x ——Novit namque omnia vates 

Que fint, que fuerint, que mox ventura trahantur. Virgil. Georgic. 1. 4. ¥. 391. 
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“. SUCH kind of prophecy as this is not natural to men; it is not owing to the genius of the: 
mind ; or the temperament of the body; or the influence of the ftars; but to the fovereign will and 
pleafure of God. Maimonides" makes a perfection of the corporal faculties, particularly the imagi- 
nation, the fubjeét of which is the brain, arifing from the good temperament, proportion, meafure. 
and humour of that member, to be requifite to prophecy ; but we fee that men of a different genius, 
capacity, education, and manner of living, have been endowed with the fpirit of prophecy, as I/aiab 
and Amos: nor is this to be acquired by any means that man can make ufe’ of. It is true indeed, 
there were, as it fhould feem, fchools or colleges of prophets, which were very early, and continued. 
long: there feems to have been one at the hill of God in Samuel's time, where was a garrifon of the 
Philiftines, where Saul met a comypany of the prophets’ that dwelt there ; from whence probably it 
had its naine, + Sam. x. 5. and there was another at Naioth in Ramah, where Samuel was at the head of 
them, being appointed over them, 1 Sam. xix. 20. and inthe times of Eijab and Elifha, there were 
of this fort at Betbel.and Gilgal, 2 Kings ii. 3,.5, and iv. 38. in thofe fchools or feminaries of learning; 
young men, who are called the fons, that is, the difciples of the prophets, were educated and trained. 
up in religious exercifes; in prayer, and finging praifes to God ; and were inftructed in the knowledge 
of God and his perfeétions; in the knowledge of the Meffiah, his perfon and office, fo far as they 
were then known; they were inftructed in the doétrines and duties of morality; and in the inftiru- 
tions of the ceremonial law; and in all the parts of divine worfhip and fervice : and this will ac- 
count for the number of prophets in thofe days; the companies that Saul met; the hundred which 
Obadiah hid by fifty in a cave, after a great flaughter Yezabel had made of others; and the fifty men: 
of the fons of the prophets, that were fent to feck Hijab after his tranflation: now, tho’ thefe are 
called the fons and difciples of the prophets, and prophets alfo ; being by fuch means fitted for, and 
were capable of, inftructing the people in the common principles and duties of religion; yet they did 
not hereby attain to that kind of prophecy, we are fpeaking of. God might indeed, and no doubt 
he fometimes did, take out from among thefe, being fober, religious, and truly gracious men, at leaft, 
fome of them, and make them prophets extraordinary; juft as he now does, takes fome perfons in 
our days, who are brought up in fchools and academies, and makes them minifters ef the gofpel 5 tho* 
all the learning they there obtain, will not give them fuch a chara¢ter, nor qualify them for fuch a 
work, unlefs God gives them grace and minifterial gifts. So the Lord was pleafed to take the apo- 
ftle Paul, who was brought up at the feet of Gamalie/, and by his grace make him a preacher of his - 
gofpel, when the other apoftles were generally illiterate perfons ; fo fome of thefe fons of the pro- 
phets might be taken, and made extraordinary prophets; but not all of them; nor were all that 
were prophets, fuch originally ; for Amos fays, that he was not a prophet, that was at the head of one . 
of thefe fchools or colleges; nor a prophet’s fon, a difciple of any of them; but an berdman, and a 
gatherer of fycamore fruit; and the Lord took him, as he followed the flack, and bid him prophefy, 
Amos vii 14, 15. in hort, prophecy came not in old time by the will of man, 2 Pet.i.21. no man could: 
make himfelf a prophet, or make any other man one, at-his own,will and pleafure ; only the Lordy 
who, according to the counfel of his own will, determined upon, and appointed fach and fuch per- 
fons to be prophets ; as he did Feremy, even before he was born ; and on whom, according to his fo- 
vereign will, and when he pleafed, he caufed his Spirit to defcend, move, and influence them to fpeale 
and declare what he would have them do; or by fome way or other conveyed unto them the know- 
ledge of what he would have them make known to others, and preffed them, by his Spirit to declare: 
it; nor could they prophefy when they would themfelves, but only when it was. the pleafure. of the 


Lord they fhould. 


i 


THERE were various ways and means by which prophecy came unto them, efpecially: by dream. 
and vifion, according to Numb. xii. 6. if there be a propbet among you, I the Lord will make inyfelf known: 
unto him in a vifion, and will [peak unto him in a dream. Maimonides ° fays,. that in. thefe two, dream, 
and vifion, all the degrees of prophecy are contained; and that there is not a third way or manner, 
befides them, tho’ there are diftin& degrees in them. Prophecy of things was fometimes delivered to 
the prophets in vifion; whether in the day, or in the night; whether waking or fleeping ; and whe-. . 
ther by~external appearances to the bodily fight, or by mental reprefentations made in the fancy or. a: 
imagination. In fuch ways as thefe, the prophets before us had their prophecies by vifion, J/aich had 
his prophecy, which is called in general, the vifion of J/aiab, which he faw, ch. i. 1., and particularly 
he had a vifion of the Lord on a throne, high and lifted, very magnificently defcribed, ch. vi. 1, 2. ~— 
So to Ezekiel the heavens were opened, and he faw the vifions of God; as the vifions of the cheru- 


" More Nevochim, par. z, ¢. 36. © Idem, ibid. & ¢. 44. T 5 res 
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bim, the image of jealoufy, and others, ch. i. 1,28. and viii. 3, 5. So Daniel had his vifions of the 
four beafts; and of the ram and he-goat, Darius and Alexander, ch. vii. and viii. Zechariah had alfo 
_ feveral vifions ; of the man on a red horfe among the myrtle-trees ; of the four carpenters; of an- 
other man with a meafuring-line ; of Yo/bua the high prieft in filthy garments; of the golden candle- 
ftick ; of the flying roll; and of the four chariots from between two mountains ; recorded in the fix 
firft chapters of his prophecy. Sometimes they received their prophecies in dreams ; fo Jeremiah had 
feveral evangelical prophecies. in this way, ch. xxxi. 26. and Daniel had the prophecy of the four mo- 
narchies reprefented in a dream, ch. vii. 1. Sometimes the Lord inftructed the’ prophets immediately 
from himfelf, by an inftin¢ét and impulfe upon their minds; and fometimes made known his will to 
them by an angel; fometimes by a created one, as by Gabriel to Daniel, ch. viii. 16, 17. and ix. ar. 
and fometimes by Chriit, the increated angel, appearing in a vifible form, as to the fame Daniel, ch. 
x. 5—12. and to Zechariah, ch.i. 8, 9. and ii. 3, 4... And fometimes, as they were taught by fym- 
bolical reprefentations what fhould be hereafter; as Jeremiah by an almond-tree, a boiling pot, a linen 
girdle, and two bafkets of figs; and Amos by grafhoppers, a plumb-line, and a bafket of fummer- 
fruits; fo they Jikewife conveyed the knowledge of things that would be, which were revealed unto 
them by various fymbols alfo ; as J/aiab by walking naked and bare-foot ; and feremiab by wearing 
yokes upon his neck; and Ezekiel by lying on his fide fuch a number of days he did, and by taking 
two fticks and making them one in his hand: and fometimes they communicated what was revealed 
to them by parables; as Ezekiel by the parables of the two eagles and vine, and of the boiling pot; 
and Hofea by the parable of taking a wife of whoredoms, and children of whoredoms: but be it in 
-what way foever the knowledge of things to come were conveyed to them, or they communicated it 
to others, it was all by divine revelation, and from the Holy Spirit of God, and as under his influ- 
ence ; for holy men of Ged fpake as they were moved by the Holy Ghof, 2 Pet.i. 21. In vain does 
Maimonides? diftinguifh between the gift of prophecy, the firft degree of it, and the Holy Ghoft, which 
he makes a lower degree of it; or between the Spirit of God, and the Holy Ghoft: and in which he 
is confronted by another Fewi/h writer 1, who makes the Holy Spirit and prophecy to be the fame; 
for fpeaking of the feveral things wanting in the fecond temple, mentions the Holy Ghoft ; and adds, 
by way of explanation, F>N13) mimy, which, fays he, is prophecy. And the Fews have a faying *, 
that after the death of the latter prophets, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi, wapr myn the Holy 
_ Ghoft, departed from J/rael, meaning prophecy ; they being the laft prophets. Nor is any fuch di- 
ftinction to be fupported by any thing that is faid in the facred writings; from the whole of which 
it appears, that all prophecy is to be afcribed to the infpiration and influence of the holy Spirit, or 
_ Spirit of God. And they were Aoly men that were moved and influenced by him; fuch were thefe fix- 
teen prophets, whofe writings make fo confiderable a part of the oracles of God, of the canon of the 
Old Teftament. It will not be denied, but that wicked men have fometimes been under this divine 
afflatus, and have prophefied true things, even of the Meffiah himfelf, which have come to pafs as 
Baloam, Numb. xxiv. 17. and Caiaphas, fobn xi. 49—52- but ordinarily fpeaking, the Spirit of God, 
as a Spirit of prophecy, refted-only upon pious and good men. 


NOW prophecy of this fort efpecially, or foretelling things to come, has always been’ in high 
efteem in all nations. Cicero * fays, ** it is an ancient opinion, handed down from times of old, and 
« which is confirmed by the confent of the Roman people, and of all nations, that there is a fort of di_ 
« yjnation among men, which the Greeks call postin, that is, a forefight and knowledge of future 
<< things.” We learn from Clemens Alexandrinus*, that the Egyptians had their prophets, who were 
in great efteem among them ; and there was one that was called an arch-prophet : and among the 
Grecians, he gives a long lift of prophets, who pretended to foreknowledge, and to foretel things to 
come, and give refponfes about them ; but at the clofe fays, thefe were all thieves and robbers, as fays 
the fcripture’s what they foretold being chiefly from obfervation and probabilities, and thro” the influ- 
ence of the devil, and other things: but the Hebrew prophets, he obferves, were men of another fort, 
being infpired of God". fupiter had his prophets in Crete”. ‘The apoftle Pau/ quotes a paffage from 
one of them, Tif. 1. 12. one of themfelves, even a prophet of their own faid, the Cretians are always liars, 
&c. this was Epimenides, whom Cicero, in the book referred to, reckons’ along with Bacchis, and Sy- 
billa Erytbrea, who prophefied, per furorem; and whom Apuleius * calls, inclytum fatiloquum, a famous 
fortune-teller and poet. ‘The many and renowned oracles among the heathens are notorious : among 
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the Eeyptiant, befides the famous one of Yupiter Ammon, there were the oracles of Hercules, Apollo, 
Minerva, Diana, and Mars, arid what was had in the greateft efteem, the oracle of Latona, in the | 
city Butus: and among the Grecians, befides the noted one of Apollo Pythius at Delphos, there were the 
oracles of the Branchidie, or Apollo Didymaeus, at Miletus, of Trophonius in Lebadia ; and Amphiaraus 
in Thebes and others at Abe and Dodona. There were alfo the oracles of Mars and Bacchus among 
the Tbracians ; and feveral others among the Ethiopians. ‘There was an oracle of Apollo Thyrkxeus at 
Gyaneis, upon the borders of Lycia ; of Mercury at Phare in Achaia ;'ot Hercules Buraicus at Bura; otf 
Apollo Ptous, at mount Prous 5 with others, which Herodotus ¥, Diodorus Siculus*, Panfanias*, and other 
writers, make mention of. To thefé, kings and countries, cities and towns, and perfons of every rank, 
had recourfe on emergent occafions, and when difficulties arofe thro’ war or otherwife ; and there were 
the vates or prophets at thefe oracles, who gave the refponfes, at leaft fecretly ; and who were loaded 
with! gifts and prefents, and became very rich. But above all, the Sydi/s were the moft famous for 
their prophecies of future things, and were highly efteemed. Well known is the ftory of one of them, — 
who. offered to fale, to Tarquinius Superbus, the laft king of the Romans, nine books, in which were 
contained the fate of the Roman people; for which fhe afked three hundred Philips (a gold coin of 
Philip. king of Macedon) which were then very fcarce and valuable ; but being refufed with contempt, 
fhe went away, and burnt three of them ; and returned another day to the king, and afked the fame 
price; as before, for what remained ; but her fecond offer being rejected, fhe burnt three more; and 
came-a ithird time, and received for the remaining ‘three, the whole fum fhe afked for them all = 
thefe were put into a ftone-cheft in the Capitol at Rome, where they were firft under the care of two men; 
aftérwards ten, then fifteen ,; and which came at lait to forty, fome fay fixty ; and were burnt with 
the Capitol, in the times of Auguftus Cefar ; who fent men into various countries afterwards, to gather 
up all, the verfes of the Sydzls that could be come at; and being examined, laid them up in the tem- 
ple of Apollo ; and thefe were burnt alfo with Rome by Stilico”; fo that thofe which are now publifhed 
under their: name, cannot be the work of the ancient Sydc/s: and indeed, they feem to be the pious 
frauds of fome chriftians, to the difgrace of chriftianity, which needs no fuch methods to fup- 
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NOW, if fuch prophecies as thefe, which were all impofture and deceit, and the'work of fatany 
and of ‘thofe under his influence, were fo highly valued, and had in fuch efteem, what a precious trea*’ 
fure fhould we reckon the books of the divine prophets! we have a more fure word of prophecy-in- 
deed}: to which we do well to have refpect, as to a light that fhines in a dark place. » The writings 
of the prophets, are the fcriptures which our Lord chiefly had in view, when he directed his hearers 
to fearchinto them,.for teftimonies concerning him; and it was out of thefe principally, that he ex- 
pounded to his difciples, after his refurrection, the things relating to himfelf: it was from'hence the’ 
apoftles fetched their proofs of the perfon, office, and:grace of Chrift, in their miniftry , ‘particular be 
the apoftle Paul: and it was by thefe the noble Bereaw#s were concluded, whether the things preach 
by him were fo or no. Thefe are the»prophefyings we are not to defpife, but entertain the higheft 
efteem of. And there are many things which may invite us to read and ftudy them; as the divine 
infpiration. of them ; the certain accomplifhment of many already, from whence we may be fure of the 
reft 3 the vaft extent of them, reaching to many kingdoms, nations, and ftates, in all ages, to thes 
end of the world; the many ufeful ‘abacus contained in them, with refpect to our duty both to 
God. and, man ; the many excellent doctrines of grace they bear teftimony to; and efpecially our 
Lord Jefus Chritt, being the principal fubject, fcope, and center of them. Thefe are a principal 
part of all feripture given by infpiration of God, and are eminently ufeful for dodirine, for reproof, for: 
correction; ond infiruction in righteoufne/s ; their agreement with each other, tho’ delivered a¢, Sundry, Limes; 
and» in. divers manners , the fublimity and majefty of their ftile; the holy precepts, and holy doctrines, 
contained in them ;, and: the holy lives, and godly fimplicity, of thofe to, whom, and by whom, they; 
were communicated ; and efpecially, the certain, precife, and exact fulfilment of fuch.a vatt number, 
of them, put it out of all doubt that they are of God; for who: but the, omnifcient God, that fore 
knows and. forefees all things, could have revealed to men, with fuch clearnefs and exactnefs, things, 
fo very remote and contingent, as many of them were? and -from which we may conclude, the fure 
and certain fulfilment of what are yet to come, and which are every ;day fulfilling ; and. we may, 
hope, that ina fhort time, they will open to our view yet more and.more: ‘Thefe prophecies nog; 
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only have refpeét to various kingdoms and nations then in being and dourithing, when they ¥ were given 
out, and fhew for what fins, and by what means, they bees 5 come to deftruétion, which are now 
no more; as the Egyptians, Affjrians, Babylonians, Moabites, Edomites, Ammonites, and Phil; iftines, and 
others; but they have in a peculiar manner a regard to the people of the Fezws ; predict their cap- 
tivity in Babylon, and their deliverance from thence ; their after-fufferings under Antiochus Epiphanes; 
in the times of the Maccabees; their ftate and condition before, and at the coming of Chrift , their 
deftruction by the Romans; their difperfion throughout the nations of the world; and their conyver- 
fion in the latter day: and they not only defcribe the feveral monarchies that have been, the Baby- 
lonian, Perfian, Grecian, and Roman, and fettle the feveral fates of them, but) plainly point at the fall 
of the Ostoman empire; the rife and ruin of antichrift, and all the antichriftian {tates ; and foretell 
things that fhall be to the end of the world. The duties of. religion they inculcate; the exhortations, 
cautions and reproofs they abound with, cannot fail of being Ssiafal: for the direction and improye- 
ment of every good man in his life and converfation, that ferioufly confiders them ; and every evan- 
gelic truth is to be illuftrated and confirmed .by them, particularly the great doétrines of juftification 
by the righteoufnefs of Chrift, and pardon:thro’ him, and eternal life and falvation by him ;. for the 
righteoufnefs of God, which is revealed in the gofpel from faith to faith, tho’ it is without the law, 
yet it is witneffed to by the law and prophets; and this teftimony they all bear, that through the name of 
Chrift, whoever believes in him fhall receive the remiffion of fins, Rom. iii. 21. As x. 43..and indeed, the 
apoftle Pau! affures us, that he faid none other things, throughout his miniftry, than what Mofes and the 
prophets did fay foould come, namely, {uch as refpect the fufferings, death, and refurrection of Chrift 
for into thefe two things may the diftribution be made, of what the Spirit of God in the prophets. tefti- 
fied before-hand, even the fufferings of Chrift, and the glory that foould follow. Jefus of Nazareth, the 
true Meffiah, is he of whom Mojfes in the law, and the prophets did write, he, in his perfon, office, and 
grace, isthe fum and fubftance of thefe writings; fee Afs.xxvi. 22, 23. 1 Pet is 10, 11.,Fobmie 4. 
And the ews * themfelves fay, that the prophets prophefied not, but of the days of the Meffiah, and 
of redemption:and falvation by him.; with which agrees what Zechariah fays, that he was {poken’ of dy 
the mouth of the holy propbets which have been fince the world began, Lukei. 70. With what pleafure 
muft a man, to whom Chrift is precious, read thofe facred pages, where in one place he’ll obferve him 
to be {poken of as the mighty God, the everlafting Father, and prince of peace; and in. the fame 
place, as the child to be born, and the fon given; and,inanother, he’ll read of his wonderful and 
myfterious incarnation of a virgin. One prophet points out the place by name, where he was to have 
his birth, Bethlehem pbratab ; and another where his converfation would chiefly be, Galilee of the 
Gentiles ; and another deferibes his public entry into Feru/alem, as riding upon an afs, upon.a colt the 
fole of an.afs, meek and lowly, and having falvation, Some of thefe prophecies reprefent him as 
mean and-defpicable ; as.a man of forrows, and acquainted with griefs ; as {mitten and ftricken for the 
fins of his people ; as cutoff, but not for himfelf; as pouring out his foul unto death, and being 
numbered among the tranfgreffors ; and as having his grave,made with the'wicked, and with the rich 
in his death ; and others-reprefent-him, as to’ rife_on the third day; and as triumphing over death 
and the grave, and redeeming his people-from them, and, from all their fins; and as the Lord their 
richteoufnefs, by whom they. fhould be faved, .and under whom they fhould dwell fafely : and it feems 
acer difficult tafk,-by joining at leaft the book of,P/alms with the prophets, to extract out of 
them. a narrative of the perfon, character, birth, life, actions, -fufferings, and death of Chrift; his 
burial, refurreétion, afcenfion, and feffion at, the right-hand of God, and fecond coming, to judg- 
ment. Something of this-kind:I attempted to do many years ago, in a Treatife, entitled, ‘‘ The 
‘* prophecies of the Old Teftament, refpecting the Meffiah confidered, and proved to be literally 
«¢ fultilled in Jefus ;” this was wrote in anfwer to the author of 4 difcourfe of the grounds and rea- 
fous of the chriftian religion, &c. and of The fcheme of literal prophecy confidered, 8c. who is generally 
known. to be Anthony Collins;,E{q; which occafioned a famous controverfy,on this fubjeé, and brought 
out many excellent. defences,of the chriftian, religion, The very learned Fabritius of Hamburgb, has 
given a liltof the writers in that controverfy, for or againft, fo far as he had knowledge of them, 
and which is pretty extenfiye, in a volume. he: fince gublithed, in favour of, the truth of chriftianity, 
called, Salutaris lux evangelit, 8cc “., The, crafty author of the Grounds, &c. and of literal prophecy, 
&e, plainly Jaw that chriftianity was founded on prophecy,;/ at leaft that, this, was, tho’ not the only, 
yet a principal proof and. evidence of jit 5 ;which, he endeayoured to undermine and remove, by fhew- 
ing that! the. prophecies had. another meaning, and did not refpeét a Meffiah, and much lefs our Jefus, 
and were mifapplied by the writers, of the,New Tefamentis but, the contrary has been fully:made to 
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appear, and the prophecies to be a glorious confirmation of the truth of divine revelation, and which 
is a continual and increafing one ; for, as Dr. Newton of late moft truly obferves, ‘ this is one great 
“© excellency of the evidence drawn from prophecy for the truth of revelation, that it is a growing 
“evidence ; and the more prophecies are fulfilled, the more teftimonies there are, and confirmations 
© of the truth and certainty of divine revelation.” 


IT mutt be owned, that there are fome things in the prophets difficult and hard to be underftood ; 
but the knowledge, fenfe, and meaning of them, are in a good meafure attainable by prayer, medita- 
tion and reading, and by comparing fcripture with {cripture, efpecially with the writings of the New 
Teftament, ‘and particularly the book of the Revelation, and there are fome general rules, which, if 
attended to, will greatly facilitate the underftanding of them. The learned Vitringa, in his Tj ‘ypus 
Dotirine Prophetice, has laid’ down feveral rules or canons, very ufeful and helpful in inveftigating 
the true fenfe of the prophets ; which I fhall not think it too much labour to tranfcribe; and are as 
follow: 1. In all interpretation of prophecies, care and pains muft be taken, and means ufed, in the 
firft Bae, that the fubjecét of the prophecy may be truly known; whether the prophet fpeaks of him- 
felf, or of others; and whether of things in his own time, or of things to come; and of thefe, 
“whether he fpeaks of them properly and literally, or improperly and figuratively ; fee As viii. 34.— 
2. That we may come to an accurate and diftinét knowledge of the fubject, we fhould diligently at- 
“tend to all the attributes and chara¢ters which are applied to that fubje¢t in the prophecy: for, if the 
‘fubje& is not mentioned by name, it may be found out by the characteriftics of it; fuch are many of 
‘the prediétions concerning Chrift, and if it is exprefsly named, it fhould be enquired, whether it is to 
“be taken properly or myftically ; or partly properly, and partly myftically ; as when any one by name 
is fpoken of, asa type of the Meffiah.— 3. From the literal fenfe of the fubjeét, when called by its 
own proper ‘name, we muft never depart; if all the attributes, or the more remarkable, noted and 
principal ones, agree with the fubject of the prophecy, this rule is of confiderable ufe in the prophecies 
‘concétning Ifrael, Fudah, Babylon, Egypt, Tyre, and others.— 4. If the attributes by no means agree 
with the fubje&t expreffed-in prophecy by its own name, we muft think-of another fubject anfwerable 
to it, which is myftically’ called by this name, becaufe of the agreement between the type and the 
“antitype ;"examples of this are in Edom, If \xiii. 1. in David, Fer. xxx. 20. Ezek. xxxiv. 23, 24. in 
Elijah, Mal. iv. 5:— 5. If, in prophecies, the fubject is treated of under its exprefs name, fo that it 
svill bear both the proper and myftical interpretation ; and the attributes of the prophetic difcourfe 
‘are fuch, that fome of them more rightly agree with the fubject myftically taken ; and others are more 
rightly predicated of it, in a literal and grammatic fenfe; we muft take the fubject of the prophecy 
‘not’'to'be fimple, but complex; and that the prophet, being aéted and illuminated by the Spirit, fo 
fpeaks, as that he would be underftood of both ; and the reader is to be advifed of the myftical or 
allegorical fenfe, as wrapped up in the literal fenfe: thus, in many of the prophecies concerning 
Egypt, Babylon, Tyre, and Edom, there are fuch auguft and magnificent things, which, if properly 
taken, will admit but of a very poor and barren expofition ; and therefore it muft be prefumed, that 
the Holy Ghoft defigned fomething more, and to lead our minds to fpiritual Egypt, 8c. and fo fome- 
times, fuch grand things are faid of the people of the Yews returning from the Badylonifh captivity, 
‘and of fuch ‘bleffings beftowed upon them, as_ neceffarily oblige us to look out for a further accom- 
plifhment in redemption by Chrift, and the fpiritual bleffings of grace beftowed upon the people of 
God under the gofpel-difpenfation ; {pecimens of which may be feen in J/ lii. 1, 2, 3. Yer. iii. 14, 15, 
16.— 6. In continued prophecies, which are not diftinguifhed one from another by titles or infcriptions, 
we fhould carefully attend both to the beginning and end of the prophetic fermons ; both to the epo- 
cha of the time in which the fcene of the prophetic vifion is fixed, and the terminus in which it ends; 
the former of thefe efpecially has its ufe in the fermons of J/aiah, which follow the fortieth chapter 
of that book.— . 7. It is probable, that thofe prophecies, whofe /erminus a quo demonttrates the begin- 
ning of the time of Chrift’s kingdom, and the terminus ad quem the end of that time, give a narration 
of the chief things that fhall befal. the church in a continued feries, unlefs any thing hinders, which 
obliges us’ to go back to former times. The interpretation of the prophecy of Taiaby from ch. liv. 
‘1. #0 ch. Ix.22. depends on this foundation. The beginning of this prophecy, without all doubt, 
is to be applied to the beginning of the kingdom of Chrift: the term or end falls upon the moft 
Hlourifhing ftate of that kingdom, which is to follow the converfion of the Fewi/h nation, and the vin-~ 
dication of the affli€ted church ; of which J/ lix. 19, 20, 21. which flourifhing ftate of the kingdom 
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of Chrift, is defcribed throughout the whole /ixtieth chapter. It is very likely therefore, that what is 


intermediate, treats of the affairs or fates of both terms.— 8. Yet itis to be obferved, that fome pro- 
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phecies, whofe context is continued, admit of refumptions, repetitions of fayings, and -réttograde leaps 
and fkips, or fcattered or detached pieces, belonging to fuperior times, which are inférted into the con- 
text, for the fake of illuftrating this or that part of the prophecy ; examples of which are in Zech. xiii. 
7. and in J ch. xl. xli. xlii—_ 9. To thefe alfo may be rightly referred the excurfions and digreffions, 
in which the prophets, whilft they really have before their eyes fome object of more remote time, fud- 
denly leave it, and by way of excurfion turn themfelves to men of their own time, or the next; that 
from the fubjeét of their prophecy, they may admonifh, exhort, and convince them; which when 
they have done, they refume the thread of their prophecy; an inftance of which is in Joel iii. from 
¥. 4. tox. 9.— 10. That interpretation of the word of God, and efpecially of the prophecies, is to 
be accounted the beft, which attends to, purfues, and demonftrates the greateft emphafis of the ora- 
tion or fpeech, and the wifdom of the Holy Ghoft; a good and fure rule, and yet to be applied pru- 
dently to the fubject-context of the prophecy.— 11. A fure key for the interpretation of prophecy is, 
a true underftanding of Chrift Jefus, and of righteoufnefs to be procured by him for the church, and 
of the fpiritual kingdom to be founded by him in the world; according to that of the apoftle, Rom. 
xii. 6. let us prophefy according to the proportion or analogy of faith; for the prophets prophefied. chiefly 
of the Meffiah and his kingdom, and of the times and prerogatives of it—- 12. Wherefore, when 
there is-a twofold method of -interpreting prophecies, the one barren, the other liberal; of which, 
thofe that follow that, with difficulty, and more rarely, find Chrift Jefus and his kingdom; and thof 
who adopt this, more frequently -find Chrift, and things’ that belong to him: it feems not to be 
doubted of, but the latter is to be preferred to. the former. This is.a rule of great ufe and profit; 
certainly the Spirit, which was in the prophets, either is not Chrift’s, or he directly fpeaks of Chrift ; 
if he fpeaks dire¢tly and clearly of Chrift, it is the bufinefs of a good interpreter, firft indeed to feek 
diligently after Chrift in the prophetic word ; then, if occafion. favours, to demonftrate it ; but never 
to fhun any opportunity, when it offers itfelf, but willingly take it 13. Since it is not only probable, 
but certain, that there are in the prophetic part of ‘the word, diftinét delineations of ‘the whole courifel 
of God, interpreters act rightly, who in prophecies, which, ’tis plain, treat of the kingdom of Chrifts 
and the affairs of it, induftrioufly attend to the events of thechurch of Chrift, known from hiftory, 
and produce them from the fame; fo that it is done without offering any violence to the fcripture ; fince 
God does nothing but he reveals his fecret to his fervants the prophets, Amos iii. 7... 14. The inter4 
pretation of the word of prophecy made by Chrift, and ‘by the apoftles, and by the Holy Ghoft, in 
the Revelation, is a rule and key of rightly explaining the prophecies which they have touched upon; 
who can doubt of this ? fince every one is the beft interpreter of his own words; fo it fhould be 
thought that the Holy Ghoft, in more recent ‘prophecies, alludes to ancient ones; yea, often ufes the 
fame words, phrafes and images, and the like, which he did formerly ; defigning thereby,’ to lead us 
by the hand to the true underftanding of thofe oracles— 15. Whatfoever excellently, glorioufly, em- 
phatically, characterittically, is predicted of fome certain perfon, not called by his own name, in the 
prophecies, or in-the pfalms, fo that the fingular predicates can be demonftrated in no fingular fubjeé& 
_ of that or any other-time,~it Mmuft be taken as faid, and predicted of the Meffiah. This ‘rele will 
deceive no man.— 16. In prophecies, which treat of Chrift and his kingdom, that fenfe is the beft, 
which is the moft fpiritual. This'canon hath a certain and eafy demonftration ; for the kingdom: of 
Chrift is no other foretold in prophecies, than it is manifeft in time; but that'is not of this world, it 
is fpiritual, Yobu xviii. 36. ‘Rom. xiv. 17. therefore no interpretation is of avail, none is right and 
good, which underftands thofe things corporally, which are ‘predicated of a:thing fpiritual ; for the 
attributes and predicates of a fpiritual thing are fpiritual.—' 17. In prophecies, in:fome places prudently 
to be diftinguifhed, there’obtains an usegoy’ medley 5 fo thaton which we muft:dwell, fhould be put in 
the laft place, that it may be carried on without interruption’ to the end.— 18. The writers of the 
New Teftament, in confirmation of their doétrines from’ the prophetic writings, oftentimes borrow 
words from one prophet, and take the thing from another.+="1r9. In things future, we muft not-in- 
dulge our conjeétures, but’ as: it ‘becomes ‘the faith and modefty of chriftians ; what are indefinitely 
faid, and not: determined by parallel prophecies, we muft’reckon that God wills thofe things ‘fhould 
be put in his: own Sante as to. pees ee se places, and rimget dsl’! ; 


NOWs nest far thie titccing: Expofition of the vedi comports arte ehefe canons ae “ie 
mutt be left to!the judgment of thet intelligent reader. I am very fenfible, that befides the fpiritual 
means. before-mentioned, of: prayer, teditation, ahd comparing» fcripture: with {cripture, there are 
other things requifite to the right interpretation of prophecies ; as knowledge.of the language in’ which 
the prophets wrote, and of its fifter dialects ; the Arabic, Syriac, and Chaldee; as well as of hiftory, 
. philofophy, geography, geometry, chronology, , &c, in Peep ae all wb,  Thave pier ia 
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been fearful I have undertaken a work I am not equal to; however, being engaged in it, with what 
affiftance I have obtained, I have done as well as I could, = hope it will be candid} y received. 


I greatly regret the learned Vitringa’s large and excellent commentary on J/aiah not falling into my ~ 
hands fooner; I had finifhed my expofition of that prophet, before Ihhad the favour of feeing his ; 
however, before mine went to the prefs, I obtained a copy of his; and have been able to make forme 
references to it, efpecially to his verfion; and have extracted fome few things from it, and improved 
fome paffages of mine by it; and, upon the whole, think myfelf happy, that I agree with fo great a 
man, in fo many things I do, when unknown to me ; and had I been more early acquainted with him, 
I fhould not have thought fit to have followed him in a// things; but in many fhould have fteered 
the courfe I have taken; tho’ his commentary mutt be allowed to be the beft that is written on that 


prophecy. 


POOL ’s Synopfis Criticorum, 1 expected great advantage from, with refpect to the various verfions 
and tranflations. I thought I fhould have had no more trouble than to have felected from thence fuch 
of them as I fhould judge would be of moft ufe in the interpretation of paflages; but the quota+ 
tions of them in that work are fo blended together, or included in fo many parenthefes, that it is very 
difficult, if poffible, to diftinguifh and affign them to their proper authors; fo that I foon found, I 
fhould be led into many miftakes, if I trufted to that collection ; and therefore was obliged to have 
recourfe to the verfions and tranflations themfelves, which has been no fmall fatigue unto me; not 
but that that performance has been ufeful and beneficial on more accounts than one; and I cannot but 
wonder, that fo learned and laborious a work, fhould be fo much neglected, as it feems to be, by fuch 
who are ftudious of the facred writings. 


IN the preface to my Expofition of the New Teftament, I have given an account of the Fewifh 
writings quoted and referred to in that work ; and therefore fuch of them as are made ufe of in this, 
I have no need to fay much concerning, efpecially the Talmud and Targums, which are there largely 
treated of. The former of thefe is but fparingly made ufe of in this work. In the Expofition of 
the: New Teftament, I confulted that, and other Yewi/h writings, purely for the fake of phrafeology, 
rites, cuftoms, and ceremonies, which might ferve to illuftrate any part of it, or paflages in it; but 
in this I have had chiefly to do with it, only for the interpretation of {cripture itfelf; but the fenfe it 
gives of it, is for the moft part fo foreign, barren, and impertinent, that it has furnifhed me with very 
little of any avail or worth; only this I obferve, that the fcriptures are quoted in it with fearce any 
variation, if any at all, from the prefent copy of the Hebrew text in common ufe; which is no in- 
confiderable proof of the antiquity of it; for, tho’ according to Buxtorf ', the Ferufalem Talmud was not 
finifhed until. the year of Chrift 230; and the Babylonian Talmud, not till the year 500 ®3 yet boty 
confift of reafonings, difputations, and decifions on paffages of fcripture, quoted by men that lived 
in and about the times of Chrift, or quickly after, and.even of forme before; and give their fenfe, and 
not the fenfe of the compilers of them; and, I fuppofe, no copy or manufcript can be produced of 
an earlier date; and which fhows the Zews, however blind and ignorant they be in the underftanding 
of the Old Teftament ; a veil being over their hearts in the reading of it, as the apoftle fays *; yet 
the oracles of God being committed to them, as the fame infpired writer obferves ’, they have: been 
faithful keepers of them and we are much indebted to the Majorites, for the ftri&t care they have 
taken to preferve the whole intire and incorrupt, both with refpect to words, letters and points ; and 
here I can’t forbear tranfcribing a paffage from the celebrated Vitringa, in his preface to the reader, 
before the firft. volume of his commentary on J/aiab: “ I am verily of opinion ({ays he) that no 
<¢ mortal man, tho’ ever fo well verfed in the Hebrew language, has fuch fharpnefs of wit, fkill, and 
“< quicknefs of underftanding, as that he could give the true genuine fénfe of our prophet (Jaiab) 
«¢ in very many places; unlefs the reading of the ancient fynagogue had been preferved by tradition 
«* in the fchools of the Hebrews, as'we have it now exprefied by the Wa/oretic points; whofe ftudy 
<< and labour therefore no man can fufficiently commend; for what pleafure we take in this delight- 
«* ful garden, we owe it to them, men fo learned, and very judicious. An inftance of this we have 
“¢ in the Greek interpreter:of Alexandria, who came forth under the name, and in the number of the ~ 
“* Septuagint ; who being unacquainted with the Feru/alem reading, has very often, by his unhappy 
<< arid unlearned verfion, fo deformed the prophet’s ioe a in the more obfcure: ape that you 
can’t ee Tfaiab again in T/aiah” afi x tielt tga 
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THE Targum on the prophets, tho’ it is uncertain with fome chriftian writers, whd he was that 
wrote it, and in what age he lived ; yet the Yews unanimoufly afcribe it to Fonathan Ben Uzziel *; who 
lived and wrote about the times of Chrift: of him I have given an account in the preface to my Ex- 
pofition of the New Teftament, to which I refer the reader; only would obferve, that this paraphrafe 
of his is free from the fables and traditionary fenfes, with which that upon the pentateuch abounds, 
which is falfly afcribed to him; that he interprets many paffages concerning the Meffiah, which truly 
belong to him, and may be improved againft the ews; that he is very. happy in a multitude of 
places,, inséxplaining figurative phrafes and expreffions ; and»may very well be thought to tranfmit to 
us the: fénfe of the ancient fynagogue in many-things. \ ./itringa, in the: place juft now referred: to, 
calls him, @ learned mans There is no Targum on the book of Daniel, great part of that being written 
in the Chaldean language’s"and'the book Of Lamentations not being placed among ‘the prophets by the 
ews, is paraphrafed not: by2Fonathan, butqby another; -but,-by whoin, is not’ certain.» The'Sews 
themfelves'are at a lof about the author of “the paraphrafe ‘of /that book, ‘and the reft oft the AZegillot, 
Ruth, Eftber, Canticles; and Ecclefiaftes. It is wrote in the Ferufalem diale&t,and abounds with Tal- 
mudic fables, and is the laft of the Targums; in it mention is-made of places; as of Conftantinople, and 
others; which fhew it to be of later date: than ‘the reft. 


THE Fewifh commentators I have: moft frequently: made mention of if this ‘Expofition, are; 
Farchi, Abeu Ezra, and Kimchi; and fince they are writers whofe names the Engl/b reader is not much 
ufed to, I fhall give fome fhort account of them. They all lived in: the twelfth century: R.Solo- 
mon Farchi, as he is commonly called, and by abbreviation Ra/hi; tho’ his trué name was R. Solomon: 
Ben Ifaack, was born, in France; hence he ufes many Freach words in his writings... The Fews extol 
him very highly ; they fay, there never rofe up one in the kingdom of: France like him '; he wrote 
commentaries on the whole Bible. His ftile is fomewhat obfeure, having a concife way of writing, 
and ufing many exotic words; and being converfant with the Talmud, frequently goes) according to 
that, and indulges too much to fable; tho’ there are many things in him affifting and ufeful.>: Lyra 
frequently makes mention of him, and follows him in many places in his Expofition of the Bible. 
Aben Ezra matt be allowed to be a much better writer, and has obtained with the Fews the name of 
toDn the wife; he was a natiye of Toledo in Spain; he lived fome time in the city of Rhodes, where 
he finifhed his commentary on Dawie/, in the year 4916; that is, in the year of Chrift 1157; from 
whence it appears, that he,lived in the middle of the ¢we/ftb century. _He wrote upon the:whole Bible ; 
and father Simon fays ", no man among the Jews ever interpreted fcripture fo literally, and, fo wifely ; 
he was well fkilled in the Arabic language, as appears by his frequent ufe of it in his commentaries, 
by which he interprets many paflages of fcripture ; he was a very great grammarian, aftronomer, phi- 
lofopher, poet, and phyfician; and wrote various things in each fcience. KR, David Kimchi lived in the 
fame century; and was the fon of R. Ja/eph Kimchi, a Spaniard alfo; whofe interpretation of fcripture 
his fon often makes mention.of-in his commentaries. He had a brother named Mo/es, a very great 
grammarian, as he himfelf was; which two brothers are reckoned the principal of that fort among the 
Fews. David wrote on the greateft part of the Bible, ina clear ftile; free from every thing’ of the 
fabulous kind; and very happy, for the moft part, in his fenfe of fcripture. The Jews “havea faying 
of him, that Kimchi’s meal, alluding to his name, is fine flour; and there is no. bran in-his words. 
Vatablus often quotes him, by this defcriptive title only, doéfus inter Hebreos, the learned Few. I have 
made but very little ufe of Abarbinel, a Portuguefe Few, of the fifteenth century; fince he only, or 
for the moft part, collects the fenfes of others, particularly of the above ; and rejects better fenfes than 
he fubftitutes in their room. The author I fometimes mention. by the name of Ben Melech, is R. So- 
lomon Ben Melech, a Spanifh Few, who lived in the fixteenth century ; he wrote a commentary on the | 
whole Old Teftament, a literal and grammatical one, collected from the beft interpreters among. the 
Fews, efpecially David Kimchi, of whom he is a ftrict and clofe follower ; his work being taken very 
much out of his commentaries, grammar, and lexicon. 


THE ews have a common and frequent faying °, as has been before obferved, that from the time 
the latter prophets died, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi, the Holy Ghoft removed from J/rael ; that 
is, as a fpirit of prophecy; they being the laft of the prophets in the canon of the Old Teftament ; 
for tho’ our Lord fays, the law and the prophets were until Fobn, Luke xvi. 16, His meaning is not, 
that there were prophets in a fucceffion down to his-time; only that until his time, the writings of the 
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law and the prophets were the only ones the Yews had ; for certain it is, that after Malachi, to the 
times of Fohn, there arofe none under the character of prophets ; hence, in the Ixxivth P/alm, which’ 
feems to be penned either about, or at leaft on occafion of, or however has refpect unto the times of 
the Maccabees, in ¥. 9. it is complained of ‘by the people of God, we /ee mot our figns ; there is no more 
any prophet , neither is there among us any that knoweth bow long; which was matter of concern unto 
them ; prophets and prophecy from the Lord being accounted a {pecial and peculiar favour ; but when 
this favour was withdrawn, that either there were no prophets, or no vifion feen by them, it was a 
token of fad and melancholy times; hence Feremizh laments the ftate of the church in captivity, after 
this manner, the /aw is xo more, her prophets alfo find no vifion from the Lord, Lam. ii. 9. and this is 
threatened as a fore evil to the people of the Fews, that the time fhould come when they fhould feek 
a vifion of the prophet, but the law fhould perifh from the prieft, and counfel from the ancients, Ezek. vii. 
26. but then we are not to underftand this, as tho’ prophecy entirely ceafed in-Malach?, and never 
revived more ; for Yobn the Baptift is exprefsly called the prophet of the higheft, yea more than a pro- 
phet ; and it is faid, that among thofe that are born of women, there is not a greater prophet than hes 
Luke i, 76. and vii. 26, 28. who foretold in his miniftry, that the kingdom of heaven, or of the 
Meffiah, or gofpel-difpenfation, was at hand, juft ready to take place; and our Lord himielf was the 
great prophet that Mo/es fpake of, that fhould be raifed up unto J/rael, like unto him; and for whom 
the people, when they heard his doctrinés, and faw his miracles, blefied God, that a great prophet was 
rifen up among them, Deut. xviii. 15. Luke vii. 16. and who not only preached the gofpel as none ever 
did before or fince, but he foretold things to come, particularly his fufferings, and death, and refur- 
rection; and tho’ he is faid to feal up vifion and prophecy, Dan. ix. 24. the meaning is not to put an 
end to it, but to fulfil and accomplifh it; and certain it is, that-he gave gifts to men, whereby they 
were qualified to be prophets; which feem to be a diftinét fort of perfons, as from apoftles, fo from 
ordinary paftors and teachers; and who not only had the gift of prophefying, or explaining feripture, 
and preaching the word, but of foretelling things to come; fuch there were in the firft’ chriftian 
churches at Ferufalem and Antioch ; as particularly Agabus, who, by the Spirit, fignified the dearth that 
fhould be in all the world, and which came to pafs in the days of Claudius Cefar , fee Epb. iv. 11- 
Aéts Xi. 27, 28. and xiii. 1. and what is the book of the Revelation, but a prophecy of future events, 
to be accomplifhed in the world and church, from the firft ages of chriftianity, to the fecond coming 
of Chrift? and is exprefsly called a prophecy; and the things in it, the fayings of the prophecy of 
this book ; and the words of the book of this prophecy, Rev. i. 3. and xxii. 7, 18, 19. and tho” we 
are not to expect, at leaft with any frequency, a fpirit of prophecy to defcend on men under the pre- 
fent difpenfation; nor are we ever to give credit to pretended prophecies and revelations, which are 
not agreeable to, but apparently contradic the word of God; or that propofe to us new doétrines 
and modes of worfhip; every thing of this kind being fettled in the facred fcriptures, to continue to 
the end of time; yet God may vouchfafe to make known fometimes to certain holy good men, his 
fecrets, what he is about to do in the world, before it comes to pafs; of which our bifhop Ujfer is a 
remarkable inftance ; but things of this nature are not in common to be looked for; we have a fure 
word of prophecy, the teftimony of Jefus, which is the fpirit of prophecy, fufficient to direét us in all 
things neceffary to faith and practice; and have abundant reafon to blefs God for the writings of both 
Teftaments, Old and New. 


I have nothing more to add, only to obferve, that I have feveral other commentaries on other parts 
of the Old Teftament, particularly on what are commonly called the poetical books, finifhed in the 
fame manner as thefe ; which I purpofe to publifh, fhould thefe volumes meet with acceptance from 
the public ; and which I now commit to the bleffing of God, to make them ufeful, for the increafe of 
fpiritual light and knowledge ; for the better underftanding of the holy fcriptures; and for the glory of 
his name; giving him praife for all the gifts of nature and grace beftowed upon me for fuch fervice. 


» . 7 


LIST of the SUBSCRIBERS, 


5% 
Stephen Abbot. 


Mr. James Adains, of Elton, Sotnerfethhire: 


Mr. john Ainfworth, of Liverpool. 


Mr. William Alexander, merchant, in Bergen, 


Norway. 
Mr. John Alcock., 


The Rev. Mr. William Anderfons Awe w Sésts. 


Mr. Thomas Anderfon. 


Mr. William Angas, of Jupegets Myth eats Dur- 


ham. 
Mr. Richard Angel. 


Mr. Chriftopher “Appleyard, of Norwich. 


Mr. John Atkins. 
Mr. John Atkinfon. 


. Ihe Rev. Mr. John Auther, of Waltham- Abbey. 


Mrs. Sufanna Maria Auiftin. 


a 


The Reo. ae Baddeley, 4. B. Refer of Mark- 


field, Leicefterfhire. 


John Barnes, Ejq; of the office f Ordnance in the 


Tower. 
Mr. William Barnes. 
Mr. Samuel Barnés.~ ~~~ 
Mrs. Sarah. Barnes. 
Mr. Samucl Barker. 
Mr. John Barron. 
Mr. Barton. 
Mr. George Bafkerville, Attorney. 
Mr. Robert: Batkerville,- of Warwick. 
Mr. Edward Batten. 
Mr. Henry. Bailey,,.of Folkitone. 
Mrs. Mary. Bailey. 
Mr. Samuel Barke?. 
Mr. Chriftopher Beane. 
Mr. Thomas Benford, of Ketioving? 
Mr. Francis Beck: as 
Mr. Edward Bellamy, e 
Mr. William-Beokle e f _ 


se adi 
Mr. Sartiuel Bentley, of Bromfgrove;) Worcetter- 


fhire. 


Mr. Thomas Beenham,: ff. Whitchurchy. Hiasis-: 
The Rev.,. My Benjamin. Beddonie, of Bourtoh or 
Wie Gloucefterthire; $00 Seffb.rm.\ 


Mr. James Betts, juz. 


The Rev. Mr. Thomas Segem, of ‘Dedham, 
Effex. 
The Rev. Mr. Thomas Blacket ¢ Hemaetr: 


* Du rhams.... t - 
Foe Rev. “Wr. Abrahath ar, 


Vor. IL 


— 


Captain Matthew Blake. - 


Mr. Benjamin Blackden. 

Mr. John Blythe, of Bilderfton; Suffolk: 

The Rev. Mr; Saimiuiel Bowen; of Horfley. 

The Rev. Mr. William Bond, of Barrington; Cam- 
bridgefhité. 

The Rev. Mr. Ephraim Bound, of Bofton, New- 
Englands 

Mr. Emanuel Bowen. 

Mr. William Bowen, of Wortefter: 

Mr. Carrington Bowles, 

Mrs. Mary. Bowles. 

Mr. Richard Booth, Chatham, 

Mr. Witham Booth, ditto. 

Mr. Obadiah Boot. 

Mr. Ephraim Bofworth; of Hull, New- Englaéd: 

Mr. Richard Bofwell, of Bourton on the Water, 
Gloucefterthire. 

Mr. James Brafier. 

Mrs. Bradford. 

The Rev. Mr. John Brine. 

Mr. John Bright. ’ 

The Rev. Mr. John Brown, of Kettering. 

The Rev. Mr. John Brown, minifier of the gofpel, at 
Haddington, sear Edinburgh. 


|.Mr. Lazarus Brown, of Briftol. 


Mr. George Brookes. 

Mrs. Mafgaret Brainy of Hanham. . 

Mr. Stephen Bruce, of Woolverftone, Suffalk, two 
Setts. 

\Mr. Thomas Broughton. 

‘The Rev. Mr. Jofeph Burroughs. 

‘The Revi Mr, Samuel Burford: 

\The Rev. Mr. James Butterworth, of Bantiroves 
Worceiterfhire: 

The Reoy Mr. Butterworths: ff Coventry. - 

Mr. Henry Butterworth, Lancafhire. 

ea John Button, of Portfihouth, | 

\Mr. Benjamin Bull, ditto. 

(Mr. Jofeph Burch. 

Mr. Fhormas Bamfris: 

Mr. John Burnet. 

\Mr. William Bunny. 

\Mr. James Buckland, bik Her, dridon! 

Mr. William Bywater.» 


SS ; 
. William Carter, of Beccles, Suffotit) 


. James Cameron. 


ua Jofeph Car, at inf hopes Déthans 


Mr. Car, of Yarmouth 
Mr. Catherwood, 


e Mr. 


~ 


Xvi SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. 


Mr. Anthony Cave, of Northampton. Meff. Davey and Law, bookfellersin London; 

Mr. Stephen Cawley, of Alphraham, Chefhire. | Mr. John Davis. - «ah 

Mr. Joteph Carrol. The Rev. Mr. Samuel Dew. *. aes 

Mrs. Ann Calwell, of Briftol. Mr. John Deacon, of Kettering. - ail 

The Rev. Mr. William Chriftian, of Markfield, Mr. Jofeph Deighton, of Bradford, Yorkthire: “2 
Leicefterfhire. Mr. Richard Dewhurtt. ae 

The Rev. Mr. David Chapman, of Colchefter. - Mr. Dickman. + - 

The Rev. Mr. Thomas Chefterton, of Colnbrook. | Mrs. Ann Dowler. 

Mr. James Cheney, of Irtlinborough. Mr. Benjamin Dod, dcok/eller in London. 

Mr. James Chater, /en. The Rev. Mr. James Drewet, of Kingftanley. 

Mr. Thomas Charleton. Mr. oHatrg Dudley, of Hatch-Lench, Worcefters 


' Mifs Elizabeth Church. 
The Rev. Mr. Henry Clayton, of Sallendine-Snook, | Mr. George Dukefhill, of Coalbrookdale, 


Yorkthire. Mr. George Duglefs. 
The Rev. Mr. Abraham Clarke, of Blunham, Bed- 
fordfhire. E. 
Mr. Abraham Clarke. 
Mr. Zechariah Clarke. The Rev. Mr. Hugh Evans, of Briftol, two Setts. 
Mr. Chriftopher Clarke, merchant, at Bofton, New | T4e Rev. Mr. Rees Evans, of Salop. 
England. The Rev. Mr. John Evans, of Foxton. 
Mr. George Clay. The Rev. Mr. Peter Evans, of Yeovil. 
Mr. Benjamin Clempfon, Breswer. The Rev. Mr. John Evans, of Wooden ffi 
The Rev. Mr. William Cole, of Yarmouth. Mr. James Evans. 


The Rev. Mr. John Conder; :profeffor of divinity, |The Rev. John Edwards, A. B. of Chefterton. - 
The Rev. Mr. William Coulthread, of Hawkthead- | 44s. Edwards, of Stanmore. 


hill. Mr. Jonathan Eade. > 

The Rev. Mr. Baxter Cole, of Peckham. Mr. Ederly, of Wednefbury. nk. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Cooke, of Stake-Newington. Mr. David Efpenet, of Rye. 

Mr. John Cook, of Chefham. Mr. john Eynon. 

Mr. Thomas Coles. Mr. Samuel Etheridge. 

Mr. John Cole, of Luton, Bedfordfhire. Mr. Triftram Ewin. 

Mr. John Cole. 

Mr. Thomas Colfon, of Raunds, Northamptonhhire. F. 

Mr. Francis Collins, of Briftol. 

Mr. John Cocker, of Lancathire. The Rev. Mr. James Fall, of Watford, 

Mr. Jofeph Collet, of Hempitead. ' The Rev. Mr. James Fall, jun. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Collet. Mr. Henry Fauntleroy. 

Mr. Nathan Cooper. Mr. Robert Fauntleroy. 

Mr. William Covell, of Coombes, Suffolk. Mr, William Farndon. 

The Rev. Mr. George Coventry, minifter of the go- | The Rev. Mr. David Fernie, of Bifhop-Auckland, 
Spel, at Stichill. Mr. Fergufon, dock/eller at Norwich. 

Mr. Leader Cox. Mr. Roger Fifher, of Liverpool. ‘ 

ant Benjamin Cox. Mr. William Fither. “ 

Mr. John Cox, of Briftol. Mr. David Field. ’ 

Mr. John Cox. Mr. George Field. 

Mr. Jofeph Cowper. Mr. Thomas Field. 

The Rev. Mr. William Crabtree, of Bradford, | Mr. Thomas Field, Jo0k/eller in London, 
Yorkthire. Mr. Jofeph Flight, two Setts. 

The Rev. William Crookfhank, 4. M. Mr. Thomas Flight. 

Mr. William Cranke. Mr. Thomas Flutter. 

Mr. John Crouch. > The Rev. Mr. Fletcher, of Coventry. 

Mr. Benjamin Crumack, of Idle, Yorkshire. The Rev. Mr. Daniel Fletcher, of Notinghart 

Mrs. Ann Crooke. The Rev. Mr. Thomas Flower, of Cirencefter. 

Mr. John Cully, of North-Walfham. Mr. James Fleming, dcok/eller at Newcaftle. 


Mr. John Curtis, of Denford, Northamptonfhire. | Te Rev. Mr. Bernard Fofket, of Briftol. 
Mr. Henry Foljambe. 


D. Mr. John Forbes. ‘. 
Mifs Rebecca Fofter. 

James Dandridge, Eq; Mr. Jofeph Freelove, of Bedford. ot 
The Rev. Mr. George Davies, afijtant-preacher at | Mr. Jofeph Freeman, of Cirencefter. Ree 

St. Margaret’s, Weftminfter. Mr. Philip Freeman, of Bofton, ho -> 
The Rev. Mr. Thomas Davies, of Fairford. Mr. Henry Freeman. Pus 
Tbe Rev. Mr. Day, of Wallington. Mr. Jofeph Freeman, . , pe Sy 
The Rev. Mr. Clendon Dawkes, of Hempftead. | Mr.Cornelius Friend, of Ramfgate. oe, | 
Mr. Lewis Davis. The Rev. Mr. Benjamin Fuller, of ibe Devizes> = t 
Mr. John Davis. 3 Mr. James Fuller, of Norwich, Mad, z 
Mr. Peter Davenport. Mrs. re ag Furnival. 4S. ‘ 
Mr. John Dafforne. : 
Dr. William Dawes. G 
Mr. George Dare. . ri \s $2: 


Mr, Benjamin Dare. BS. Ebencser Gide , bookfeller, London: 


i. 


“k 


¢ 
* 


SupscRipers Names. 


Mri John Gibfon, two Sets, 

Mr, John Gill, jun. 

Mr. John Gill. 

Mr. Stephen Gill. 

Mr. John Gillard, of Prefcot.. 
The Rev. Mr. William Glover, of Little-Thorp, 
Mr. John Glover, of Reading. 

Mr. Ifaac Gould. 

Mr. Arnold Goldden. 

Mr. John Golden, of Mineftead, 
Mrs, Ann Goodwin. 

Mr. Samuel Grace. 

Mr. William Grace. 

Mr. Alexander Gray. 

Mr. John Gray, of Ramfgate. 

Mr. Thomas Graham, of Reading. 
The Rev. Mr. John Green. 

Mr. John Greenttead. 

Mr. John Greenwood, of Bridgehoufe, 
Mr. James Greenwood, ditto. 

Mr. William Greenwood, ditto. 

Mr. Jofeph Gregory. 

Mr. Wincol Grimwood, of Nedging. 
Mr. Richard Griftths. 

Mr. John Griffiths, of Abercorn. 
Mr. John Griffiths, of Rhydgwillin. 
Mr. John Grindrod, of Lancafhire. 
Mr. John Grout, of Reading. 

Mr. Thomas Gurney. 

Mr. Jofeph Gutteridge. 

Mr. David Guy, of Rye. 

Mr, William Guyther. 
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The Rev. Mr. John Halford. 
The Rev. Mr. James Hartley, of Haworth. 
The Rev. Mr. Miles Harry, of Pont-Pool. 
The Rev. Mr. Richard Haynes, of Bradford. 
The Rev. Mr. Thomas Hawley, of Kingfton. 
The Rev. Mr. Chriftopher Hall, of Whitehaven. 
Mr. Francis Hall, two Setts. 
Mr. Richard Hall, so Sets. 
Mr. John Hamman. “ 
Mrs. Elizabeth Hathorn. 
Mr. John Hatterfly. 
fr. Samuel Hardy, of Nedging. 
Mr, Thomas Hawes. 
Mr, Vfaac Harrell. 
Mrs. Elizabeth Hart, of Thorp. 
Mr. John Harris. 
Mr. Benjamin Harrifon, of Athford. 
Mr. Jothua Harris, jun. of Bengworth. 
Mr. James Hargreaves, of Broadftone. 
Mr. Peter Haddon, of Kettering. 
Mr. Daniel Haynes, of Bromfgrove. 
Mr. John Haynes, ditto. 
Mr. Alderman Harris, bookfeller, Gloucefter. 
Mr. \faac Harman, jun. 
The-Rev. Mr. James Hervey, 4. M. reéor of 
Wefton-Favell, Northamptonhhire. 
Mr. James Hewardine, of Foxton. 
_ Mr. Jofeph Heaton, Attorney. 
Mr. Chriftopher Hewit, of Mile-Fnd. 
Mr. Job Heath, two Setts. 
Chriftopher Hird, £9; of Rawden-Cliff, 
Mr. Jofeph Hinde. 
Mr. Jofeph Hiller. 
Captain Fhomas Hill. 


Mr. John Hitchcock, 
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Mr. Hilton, 

Mrs. Mary Hinnian, Birminghami _ . 

Meff. Hitch and Hawes, dook/ellers, Londons 

Robert Houlton, E/q, of Grittleton. 

The Rev. Mr. Adam Holden, of Henly-Arden, 

Mrs. Elizabeth Holden, Lancathire. 

Mr. Charles Hooke, of Fairford. 

Mr. Henry Horne. 

Mrs. Lois Howard. 

Mr. Thomas Hoane. 

Mr. James Hodges, dock/eiler, London: 

Captain Samuel Hunter, jun. of Liverpool, 

Captain Rowland Hunter, ditto, 

Mr. John Hughes, of Evefham. 

Mr. Jofeph Hudfon, of Upton. 

Captain John Huddleftone,. of Whitehaven. 

The Rev. Mr. William Hutton, minifter of the go/pel 
at Dalkeith, 
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The Rev. Mr. Alverey Jackfon, of Batnoldfwick, 

The Rev. Mr. Lewis James, of Eglwys. 

Mr. John James, of Rhydgwillin. 

Mrs. Maria James. 

Mr. Robert Inger. 

The Rev. Thomas Jones, 4. M. chaplain of St. Sa- 
viour’s, Southwark. 

The Rev. Mr. Edmund Jones, of Exon. 

The Rev. Mr, Evan Jones, of Reading. 

The Rev. Mr. Philip Jones, of Upton. _ 

The Rev. Mr. Richard Jones, of Nantmell, 

Mr. Thomas Jones, of Leicefter. 

Mr. Jofhua Johnfon, of Briftol. 

Mr. William Johnfon, ock/eller, London. 

Mr. Thomas Jutftis, 


K. 
Mr. Henry Keene. 
Mr. Thomas Kenward. 
Mr. George Kemp. 
Mrs. Anne Kenyon, of Bradford. 
The Rev. Mr. William King. 
The Rev. Mr. Nathaniel Kidman, of Lutterworth. 
Mr. Richard King. 
Mr. Knipe. 
L. 
The Rev. Mr. Timothy Lamb. 
The Rev. Robert Lawion, 4. M., 
Mr. James Larwill, of Briftol. 
Mr. John Lawéell. : 
Mr. Jonas Lawrence. 
Mr. John Laycock, of Bradford. 
Mr. Lamilefkin. 
Mr. William Lepard. 
Mr. William Lepard, jun. bookfeller, Southwark. - 
Mr. Thomas Lewellin, of Blackheath. 
Mr. Jofhua Lewellin, of Briftol. 
Mr. Thomas Lee, of Nottingham. 
Mr. John Leavefly, of Liverpool. 
The Rev. Mr. Thomas Lewis, of Axminfter. 
Mr. William Lewis. 
Mr. Thomas Lewis, of Bow. 
Mr. Jofiah Lewis, jun. 
Mr. William Lindoe, of Norwich. 
Mr. Peter Lilly. 
The Rev. Mr. James Lomax, of Collingham. 
Mr. Caleb Lodge, of Briftol, 
a Afr. 
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The Rev. Mr. Henry Lord, of Bacup, alos i i 
Mr. William Lovelefs. - vi te 
4 James ake . 

Thomas L ngman, book/eller, Lond, 
Man Luck, of Canterbury. A 
Mr. William Ludlow, jea. of Briftol — 
Mr. Tobias Luton, of Wotton- go sig 


M. 


The Rev. Mr. John March, of Lahehdens 

Mr. John Marfhall, of Chatham. 

Mr. Jofeph Maton, . of ili. seer oa ee 

Mr. John Matthews. 

Mr. David Matthews. 

Mr. Jofeph Macklove,: of Aulcefter. 

Mr. James Man, of Bromley. 

Mr. Richard Manning, of Culmftock. 

Mr. Jofeph Maylin. 

Mr. Thomas Mayer, of Bilderfton. 

Mr. Jofeph Mair. 

Mr. Robert Mackgregor. 

Mr. Abraham Marthal,’ of Horfeforth, Yorkhhire. 

Mr. John Marthal, ditto. 

Mr. John Merrival, of Middleton-Cheney. 

The Rev. Mr. Benjamin Meffer, of ‘Lime. 

James Miller, E/9; 

Mr. Robert Milnes, jun. of Collingham. 

Mr. Jofeph Milhs. 

Mr. Abraham Miles, of Bromfgrove. 

The Rev. John Morehead, 4. Be of Bofton, New- 
England. 

The Rev. Mr. Jacob Mower,, of Borip woud! 

The Rev. Mr. Ebenezer Moulton, of Brimfield, 
New-England. 

Mr. John Moncatter, of Cockermouth. 

Mr. Bewley Wynne Morifon. 

Mr. Jofeph Morrice. 

Mr. Caleb Moore, of Briftol. 

Mr. Moreton. 

Mr. Roger Munfey, of Colehefter, 
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The Rev. Thomas Newton, Di D. rector of St. Mary: || 
le Bow, and prebendary of WNeftrmntter. 

Mr. Jeremiah Negus. 

Mr. George Nefsfield, of Bridlington. 

The Rev. Mr. John Nottage. : 

Mr. Charles Norris. 

Mr. William Northey. 


The Rev. James Ogilvie, 4. Mi minifter of the gofpel 
at Aberdeen. 

The Rev. Mr. John Oulton, of Rawden-Cliff. 

The Rev. Mr. John Overbury, of Aulcefter. 

Mr. Nathaniel Overbury, of Tetbury. 

The Rev. Mr. David?Owen, of Lanelly. 

Mr. Richard Oliver. 

Mr. Thomas Ord. 
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The Rev. Mr. Jofeph Palmer, of Bilderfton. 

The Rev. Mr. Thomas Palmer, of Great-Broughton. 
Mr. Richard Palmer, 

Mr. John Palmer, of Olney. 

Mr. Robert: Parfons, of: Batlh 

Mr. Palmer, 
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The Rev. Mr. John Pattifon, ‘inifer of tee 
_ in Edinburgh. 

Spe John Patterfon, merchant, in Edinburgh. Bh, : 
Richard Peacock, of Dedham, two Sets. 2 
Mr. Benjamin Pewtrefs. Uw) Sg Tied 5 “a : 
Mr. Thomas Pearce, of Arfon, sate el 

Mr. William Perriman, of Tedbury. 

The Rev. Mr. Francis Peachy, of Cae . 

The Rev. Mr. William Pedan, of Neweaien of 

Mr. John Pearce, of Arfon, Gloucefterfhires 

Mr. James Peers, of Bocking. 

The Rev. Henry Piers, 4. M.: vicar of’ Ba 
Kent. 

Mr. Thomas Pearce. ; 

Mr. Stephen Pilcher, of Ramfate, 

Mr. John Pike. be 

Mr. Henry Plimpton, ef Medfield, New England 

Mr. Nathan Plimpton, détto. 

The Rev. Mr. John Potts. 

The Rev. Mr. John Poynting, of Worcefter. 

Mr. Jofeph Poole. . 

Mr. Thomas Powell, of Wood- Chefter. 

Mr. Powell, of Yarmouth. 

The Rev. Thomas Prince; 4. M. of Boften, New- 
England. 

\Mr. Jofeph Pratt, of Northampton. 

Mr. Rice Price. 

Mr. James Price. 

Mr, John Pullen, twa Setts. 

Mr. Henry Pully. 
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Mr. Henry Ramfay, of Briftol. 

Mr. Samuel Ralph, of Woolverftone. 

Mr. John Reynolds, of Hickington, Lincolnfhire, 

Mr. John Reeve, of Chefham. 

Mrs. Reyner, of Briftol. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Rees, of Kilvowir. 

Mr. Thomas Ribright. 

Mr. George Ribright. 

Mr. Richardfon. . 

The Rev. Mr. Richard Rift, of Harlow. J 

Mef. Rivington and Fletcher, book/ellers, London, 

‘Mr. Robert. Rogers, of St. Albans. 

Mr. Jofiah Robarts. . 

Mr. William Roberts, 

The Rev. Mr. Rogers, of Green, in Sadie 

The Rev. Mr. John Rogers. 

Mr. Richard Robins. 

Mr. Samuel Rootfey; of Colchefter. 

Mr. Anthony Roper, of Bengworth. 

Mr. Jofeph Robinfon, of Oulton. 

Mr. Robert Rolfe. 

‘Mifs Mary Routier. 

Mrs. Hannah Robins, of Birmingham. 

\Mr. John Robinfon,, davkfeller, Southwark: 

‘The Rev. Mr. Ralph Rufton, of ona gion 

The Rev: Mr. John Ruffel! 

‘Mr. Manuel Ruffel. 1 onh 8 , 

The Rev: Mr. John Ryland, majfter of 4 oarding= = 
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Mr. Thomas Scofield. y - 
The Rev. Mr. John Sedgfield, of Froome. 


~ Mrs. Sedgwick. 


Mr. Peter Sharp. 

Mr. Samuel Shortland, of Kettering. 

Mr. Jofeph Shelburn, of Grove-Park. 

Mr. Caleb Sheppard, of Wotton-underidge. 

Mr. John Sharman. 

The Rev. George Simpfon, 4. M. of Cambridge. 

Mr. Silver, bcok/eller, of Sandwich. 

Mr. Thomas Slade. 

The Rev. Mr. Richard Smith, of Wainfgate. 

The Rev. Mr. John Smith, miniffer of the go/pel 
at Jedburgh. 

Hugh Smith, M. D. phyfician to the Middlefex- 
Hofpital. 

Mr. James Smith. 

Mr. Samuel Smith. 

Mr. Samuel Smith. 

Mrs. Anne Smith. 

Mr. Samuel Smith, of Bradford. 

Mr. William Smith, ef Dublin. 

Mr. Jeremiah Smith, of Claxton. 

Mr. Nicholas Smith, of Briftol. 

Mr, Alexander Smith, dook/eller, at Hallifax, 

Mr, Robert Small, of Ramfgate. 

William Snooke, Z/g; at Bourton on the Water, 
Gloucefterfhire. 

Mr. Alexander Southy. 

Mr. Samuel Soden, of Woolverftone, Effex. 

A fociety of young people at Warwick, 

Mrs. Spellerberg, of Hackney. 

Mr. Samuel Spyvee, of Hull. 

Mr. Timothy Spary, of Upton. 


The Rev. Mr. John Stevens. 

Mr. Thomas Sturgis, Apothecary. 
Mr. Robert Stephenfon. 

Mr. Robert Stewart. 

Mr. John Stace, of Folkftone. 
Mr. George Stace, of Winchelfea. 
Mr. Henry Stimfon, of Sleaford. 
Mr. John Stock, of Briftol. 

Mr. Samuel Stinton. 

Mr. Thomas Sturgis, of Foxton. 
Mrs. Ann Stannard, of Norwich. 
Mr. Henry Stevens, of Bilderfton. 
Mr. Eufebius Sweet, Brewer. 
Mr. David Swaine, of Rye. 

Mr. John Swainfon. 

Mr. David Swan, of Edinburgh. 
The church at Sutton. 
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Richard Tunnard, E/g; of Frampton, Lincoln- 
fhire. 

Robert Turner, E/Z; 

Mr. Peter Taylor. 

Mr. Edmund Taylor. 

Mr. Samuel Taylor, of Bradford. 

Mr. Ifaac Tarry. 

Mr. Jofeph Taverner. 

Mr. Nicholas Tamps. 


_ Ibe Rev. Mr. Jofiah Thompfon. 


The Rev. Mr. Jofhua Thomas, of Leominfter. 


The Rev. Mr. George Thomfon, of Collingham. - 


The Rev. Mr. Richard Thomas, of Broad-ftone, 
near Hallifax. 
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The Rev. Mr. Timothy Thomas, of the M 
Carmarthenfhire. j > ft ‘: 

The Rev. Mr. Evan Thomas, of the Moles, Pem- 
brokefhire. ; 

Mr. Samuel Thompfon, of Waltham-Abbey. 

Mr, Walter Thompfon. 

Mr. John Thorn. 

The Rev. Mr. Richard Tipping, of Wotton-utis 
deridge. 

The Rev. Mr. Edmund Townfend. 

The Rev. Mr. John Tommas, of Briftol. 

Mr, John Townfend, of Haworth, 

Mr. Benjamin Tomkins. . 

Mrs. Katharine Tomkins. 

Mr. Richard Tompkinfon. 

Mr. William Tonge. 

The Rev. Mr. Edward Trivet, of Worftead, Norfolk, 

The Rev. Mr. Robert Tweltree, of Raunds, North- 
amptonfhire. 

Mr. William Tucker, 

Mrs. Hannah Torr. 


V. 


The Rev. Mr. Benjamin Vaughan, of Chefham, 
The Rev. Mr. John Voyfey, of Lymington. 
The Rev. Mr. Henry Utting, of Carleton. 
Mr. William Upfold. 

Mr, William Unfworth. 


W. 


Thomas Watfon, E/g; feven Setts. 
The Rev. John Walker, 7. U. D. 
The Rev. Mr. Benjamin Wallin. 


| The Rev. Mr. Thomas Wanttall, of Afhford, Kent, 


The Rev. Mr. Waine, of Brofeley. 
The Rev. Mr. Edmund Watkins, of Blanagwent, 
Monmouthhhire. 


| Mr. Walter Watkins. | 


Mr. William Wallis, of Kettering, ¢wo Setts, 

Mr. George Warren. 

Mr. Jofhua Warne. 

Mr. John Watts. 

Mr. John Watts, of Kettering. 

Mr. Jonathan Watts, of Briftol. 

Mr. Robert Waller, of Gofport. 

Mr. Jofeph Waters, of Birmingham. 

Mi/s Elizabeth Waters. 

Mr. John Ward. 

Mr. John Ward, dook/eller, London. 

Mr. Richard Ware, book/eller, London. 

Mr. John Wayman, of Rowell, Northamptonshire. 

Mr. Burton Welbie, of Stratford, Effex, 

Mr. Samuel Weymouth, /en. of Exeter. 

Mr. James Wetton. 

Mr. James Webtfter. 

Mr. George Weftal, Lancafhire. 

Mr. John Wellings. 

Mr. William Weare. 

Mr. John Wefthorpe. 

The Rev. Mr. Daniel Whitewood, of Portfmouth. 

The Rev. Mr. Thomas Whitewood, of Reading. 

The Rev. Mr. Michael Wharton, of Bracks. 

Mr. Thomas Whitewood, of Port{mouth. 

Mr. Jeffrey Whitaker, majfter of 4 boarding-{chool 
at Bratton, Wilts. 

Mr. William Whitford, jua. of Evefham. 

Mr. John Wheeler. 

The Baptift-church at Whitehaven, Cumberland. 
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TAMENT, 


“The Book of the Prophet ISAIAH. 


HIS Book is called in the New Tefta- 
ment, fometimes the book of the words 
of the prophet Efaias, Luke iii. 4. fome- 
times only the prophet Efaias, Acts viii. 

28, 30. and fometimes as here, the book of the pro- 
phet Efaias, Luke iv. 17. In the Syriac. verfion, 
the title is, the prophecy of Ifaiah the fon of Amos: 
and in the Arabic verfion, the beginning of the pro- 
phecy of lfaiah the prophet. \t ftands firft of all the 
prophets ; though the order of the prophets, —ac- 
cording to the fews*, is, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Ifaiab, 
and. the twelve. But it is here placed firft, not 
becaufe J/aiah prophefied before the other pro- 
phets; for Yael, Fouah, Hofea. and Ames, begun 
before him, namely in or before the Days of Fero- 
boam the fecond; but becaufe of the excellency of 
the matter contained in it, . J/aiah is called by Bex 
Syra » the great prophet, and by £u/edius * the 
greateft of the prophets; and Jerom® fays,y he fhould 
rather be called an evangelift than a prophet, fince 
he feems rather to write a hiftory of things. patft, 
than to prophefy of things to come; yea, he {tiles 
him an apoftle, as well as an evangelift and. cer- 
tain it is, that no one writes fo fully and clearly of 
the perfon, offices, grace and kingdom of Chrift ; 
of his incarnation and birth of a virgin; of his 
fufferings and death, and the glory that fhould fol- 
low, as he does. ‘obs, the fore-runner of Chrift, 
began bis miniftry with a paffage out of him con- 
cerning himfelf; Maz. iii. 3.. Mark i. 3.. Luke iii. 4. 
Fobu i. 23. Our Lord preached his firft fermon 
at Nazareth out of this book, Luke iv.17—21. 
and it was in this, the Eunuch was reading, when 
Philip came up to him,..who from the fame ferip- 
ture preached to him Chrift, 47s viii. 28 —35. 
And there are more citations. in the New Tetta- 


* T. Bab. Bava Bathra, fol. 14. 2. 
infcript. p. 225. 
in Ef. fol. 2, B. tom, 5. 
Bava Bathra, fol. 15. 1. 


! Hift. Dynaft. p. 43. 
A ahaa de . 


> Ecclefiatticus, ch. xlviii. ver. 22. 
4 Adv. Roffinum, fol. 76. D. tom. 2. ad Paulam: & Euftochium, fol. 8. M. ‘tom, 3.. 
f Comment. in Proph..Polter. fol. 1. 2. 


ment made out of this prophecy, than any other. 


book, excepting the book of Pfalms, as Mu/culus 
obferves.. To which may be added, as another. 
reafon, the elegance and fublimity of his ftile; in 
which he exceeds the greateft of orators, Dema/thenes 
among. the Greeks, and Tully among, the Romans; 
and this is obferved both by Jews and Chriftians. 
Abarbinel ‘ fays, that the purity and elegance of, 
his diétion is like that of. kings and counfellors,, 
who fpeak more purely and elegantly than other, 
men: hence their Rabbins, he fays, compare J/aiah 
to a citizen, and Ezekiel to a countryman. . And 
Jerom* obferves, that L/aiah is fo eloquent:and po- 
lite, that there is nothing of rufticity in his lan- 
guage; and that his {tile is fo florid, that a tranf- 
lation. can’t preferve it.; Moreover, another, rea- 
fon of this book being placed firft, may be the bull 
of it; it being larger, and containing more chap- 
ters than any of the greater prophets, and almoft 
as many as all the lefler prophets. put together. 
That J/aiah was the writer of this book, is not to 
be quéftioned; many of the prophecies in. it are by 
name afcribed to him, Mast. xiii. 14. and xv. 7. 
Fobn xii. 39, Rom. x. 20, 21. though fome others 
might be the compilers of it, collect his prophe- 
cies, and digeft them in order > fo the Fews fay, 
that Hezekiah and his.company wrote J/a@iah, &c. 
At what time, and in whole days he prophefied, 
may be learnt from chap. i. 1. by which it appears 
that he prophefied long, and lived to a good old 
age. He began to prophefy about A, M. 3236. 
and about 770 years before Chrift. Abulphara- 
gius, an Arabic writer, fays ', he lived an hun- 
dred and twenty years, eighty-five of which he 
prophefied. It is a generally received tradition 
with the. Fews, that he. lived to the 
' Manafeh, 
© Demonftrat. Evangel. I. 5. c: 4. 
© Procwm. 


& Ad Paulam, ut fupra. h T. Bab 
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time of 
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and which has been: 
ftian writers, and is thought to be referred to in 
Hei 37. SEE or that” place 
Aben Ezra on ver. 1. obferves, that had he lived 
to the time of Manajeb, it would have been writ- 
ten, and is of opinion that he died in Hezekiah’s 
time. According to the Cipp: Hebraict * he was 
buried at Tekoab, overgwholergrave a beautiful 


fument c erected 5 though Epiphanius', or 
the author O€the lives/of the prophets, that go 


by his name, fays, he was buried under the oak 
of Rogel, near the fountain of Siloam, and it is a 
tradition with the Syriae writers, that his bdédy ilay 
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HIS chapter, after the infcription, contains 


a charge of aggravated fin againft the Jews ; | 


God’s rejection of their ceremonial facrifices and 
fervice; an exhortation to repentance and obe- 
diences with a.promife of pardon ; a deploration 
of their fa eftate; 4 prophefy of thev-reftoration. 
8 a-better® ard ofthe deftraction of idolatrous 
finners. The infcription is in ¥. 1. in which are 


the-title-of-the-prophefy, a vifion; the writer of } 


it defcribed by his name, his defcent, and the times 
in which-he prophefied, and -the fubject of the 
prophecy is Judah and. Ferufalem. ‘The charge 
againft the ‘fews is rebellion againft the Lord, and 
the heavens and earth are called as witnefles of it; 
which is aypravated by the relation they ftood in 
to God, and ‘by the favours beftowed upon’ them, 
y. 2. by theit more than brutifh ftupidity, ‘y. 3. 
by the multitude, of their fins, which were of 
a ‘provoking nature, y. 4. by the ufelefinefs of 
chaftifemtents ; the whole body of the people, from 
the higheft ‘to the loweft, being afflicted without 
being the better for it, and fo generally depraved, 
that no regard was had to’ any means’ of réforma- 
tion, y. 4, 6. and by the ‘defolation it brought 
upon them, which is illuftrated by feveral fimi- 
lies, y.°7, 8. and by the grace and ‘goodnefs of 
God in referving a few, or otherwife they muft have 
been for their punifhment, as they were for their 
fins, like Sodom and Gomorrba, yr. 9. wherefore both 
rulers and people are called upon under thofe names 
to hearken to the law of God, and not truft in 
and depend upon their facrifices and other rites of 
the ceremonial law, together with their hypocriti- 
cal’ prayers; all which were abominable to ‘the 
Lord, fince they were guilty of fuch dreadful im- 
moralitiés, yy. 11, 12, 13, 14, 15. when they are 
exhorted to repentance for fin, to the obedience of 
faith, and wafhing in the blood of Chrift, whereby 
their crimfon and fcarlet fins would become as 
white as wool and fnow, otherwife deftru@tion muft 
be expected, ¥. 16, 17, 18, 19, 20. and then a 
lamentation is taken up concerning the deplorable 
ftate of Ferufalem, reprefenting the difference be- 
tween what it was now, and what it was formerly, 
and the fad degeneracy of the people, rulers, and 
judges, ¥.21, 22, 23. upon which the Lord fore- 
tells what he thought to do; to avenge himfelf of 
his enemies ; to purge his church and people ; to 
reftore them to their former uprightnefs ‘and inte- 
grity; and to redeem’ them with judgement and 
righteoufnefs, ¥. 24, 25, 26, 27. and the chapter 


k P. 11. Ed. Hottinger. 
m R. Eleazar in Yalkut, pars 2. fol. 118. 2. 


Sota, fol. 10, 2. & Seder‘Olam Zuta, p. 104. Juchafin, fol. 12. 1. 
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prophecy; as-what-are-called, the 
afcenfion of J/aiab, the vifion of [aiab, and the 
conference of J/aiab. This book contains fome 
things hiftorical, but chiefly prophetical ; of which 
fome relate to the punifhment of the Fews, and 
other nationss~but for the-moft part are evangeli- - 
calyand cofcerm the kingdom and grace of Chrifts 
of.which fome- are delivered out more clearly and © 
perfpicuoufly, and ,others more obfcurely under 
the type of the deliverance of the ews from the} 
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is concluded with a denunciation of utter deftrue- 
tion upon wicked men, who are defcribed and 
pointed’at as idolaters ; which will cover them with 
fhame and confufion, ¥. 28,29. and which is il- 


luftrated .by the fading of the leaves of an oak, 
and by a}gardeh parched with droughit, ¥.1 308 ; 
and‘it is fusgefted-that it will*be-by ing with © 


fire unquenchable, y. 31. 


y.1. The vifion of lfaiah the fon of Amoz, &c.] 
This is either the particular title of the prophecy 
contained in this fingle chapter, as Farchi and Abar- 
binel think; feeing the fecond chapter begins with 
another title, the word that Ifaiah faw, &c. or ra- 
ther itis the’ common title of thé whole book’; fince 
it is the vifion which Jaizb faw in the réign of four 
kings, as 1s after affirmed; and fo is no*other than 
in general the prophecy of Tfaiah, as the’ Targum ren- 
ders it ; Called a vifon, becaufe it was delivered té 
him, atleaft the sreateft part of it, in a vifion; and) 
becaufe he had a clear perception of the things he 
prophefied of, as well as delivered them ‘in a clear’ 
and péerfpicuous manner to others : hence the Jews 
fay ™, that Mo/es and T/aiah excelled the other pro= 
phets, feeing they underftood what they ‘prophe~ 
fied of: ‘The name of J/aiah, the penman of this 
book, fienifies either the Lord fall fave, according 
to Hillerus" ; or the falvation of the Lord, as Abar~ 
binel,. Ferom, and others; and is very fuitable’ to 
the meffage hewas fent with to the people of God; 
to acquaint them, that the Lord had provided a 
faviour for them, and that he would come and fave 
them. He is faid to be the fon of Amoz; not of 
Amos the prophet ; the names differ; the name of 
the prophet that ‘ftands among the twelve leffer 
prophets, is D3 wos; the name of Jaiah’s pa- 
rent is YIN Amoz. It isa tradition with the Fews*; 
that Amoz, the father of I/aiah, was brother to Ama- 
ziah, king of Fudab, fo that I/ziab was of the royal” 
family. ‘ Abarbinel endeavours to confirm it from’ 
that greatnefs of mind, freedom and boldnefs he 
ufed in reproofs, and from his polite and courtly 
way of fpeaking; and this is mentioned by Aben 
Ezra as a reafon why the Jews did not hurt him,” 
as they did Yeremiah: but this tradition isnot equal- 
ly regarded by the Yewi/h writers; and ‘the 
Kimchi takes notice of it, yet he fays the geneale 
of Jaiab is not known, nor of ‘what tribe he was. 

If he was of the feed royal, this is an inftance of =~ 


God’s calling fome that are noble, not only by his ~ 
grace, but to office in his church; and itis with — Ms 
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a view,to this. tradition, no. doubt, that Ferom.? calls 
him wir nobilis, a nobleman. It is alfo,a rule with 


the Jews 4, that where the-name. of a) prophet’s, 


father is-mentioned, it,is.afign that his. father.was 
a prophet ;.and fo. they fay this.4moz was, though, 
the king’s brother; and, that he is the fame with the 
man of God that came to Amaziab', 2 Chron. xxv. 
7. but Aben Ezra, faggetts, that this rule.dges not 
always hold good. Which be Jaw concerning Judah 
and Ferufalems that is, chiefly and principally ; for 
though, Ephraim, or the ten tribes of J/rae/ are men- 
tioned, yet very rarely ; and though there: are, pro- 
phecies. concerning other nations in it, yet. thefe 
relate to the deliverance of the fews from them, 
or to God’s vengeance on them for their fake. 
Jude is put, for the two tribes of Fudab- and. Ben- 
Jamin, and is. particularly mentioned, , becaufe. the 


Mefiiah, fo much fpoken. of .in this book;..was .to | 


fpring from»thence, whofe. title is the lion,of. the 
tribe..of Jedab.; and though Seru/alem,was-in: it, 
yet that, is) alfo particularly taken. notice-of, becaule 
not. only,.the temple, the place.of divine.worfhip 
was, in. it, and.it.was the metropolis of the land ; 
but becaufe the Meffiah, when he came, -was often 
to appear here, and from thence the gofpel was to 
go forth into,alh the world; and this was,a figure 
of the gofpel, church-ftate|to the end of the world, 
which often bears this name: .and. many. things 
are, daid.in this prophecy not only concerning the 
coming. of Chrift, but of the golpel-difpenfation, 
and of various, things that fhould come to pafs in 
it; concerning the glory. of the church in the latter 
day, the calling of the Gentiles, the converfion. of 
the Jews, the deftruction of antichrift, and. the 
new heavens and new earth. Jz the days of Uzziah, 


Fotham, Abax, and Hezekiah, ‘kings of Judah: it 


‘Laiah began to prophefy in the firft year of Uz- 
ziah’s reign, as Kimchi and Abarbinel think,, rely- 
ing pretty much on 2 Chron. xxvi, 22. and, lived 
out the,reign of Hezekiah, as he mutt, if he was 
put to death by Maenafehb, according to the tradi- 
tion of the Jews; he muft prophefy a hundred and 


twelve or thirteen years; for Uzziah reigned fifty- 


two years, fotbam fixteen, Abaz fixteen, and He- 
zekiah twenty-nine ; but as this feems to begin his 
prophecy too foon, fince fo fmall a part of it was 
in or concerns Uzziah’s reign; fo it feems too late 
to fix the date of his prophecy from the year that 
king Uzaiab died, when he had the vifion in ch. vi. 
and-defired to be fent of the Lerd; whichis the 
opinion of Farebi, Aben Ezra, and others; but 
Dr. Lighifeot’s opinion is more probable; who places 
the beginning of his prophecy in. the twenty-third 
year of Uzziah; though perhaps it may. be fufi- 
cient to allow him only ten years of Uzziah’s reign : 
and ashe lived through the two reigns of Fotham 
and Abaz, fo it is certain that.he lived through more 
than half of the reign of Hezekiah; his whole reign 
was twenty-nine years; and therefore it was .when 
he had reigned fourteen years that he was taken 
fick, and then fifteen years more were added to his 
days; andthe year after this came the meflengers 
from Babylon to congratulate him on his recovery ; 
all which J/ziebh gives an account of ch. xxxviii. 
and xxxix. ,but how long he lived and prophefied 
after this cannot be faid: had his days been pro- 
longed to the times of Mayaffeb, it would have 
been written, as Aben Ezra obferves, and who pays 
but little regard to the tradition of the Yews con- 
cerning J/aiah’s 
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if the thing, fays he, is Cabala, a tradition, it. is 
truth ; but.he feems, to callin queftion its, reality; 
however it is not to be depended.on,,\.;.. . 
¥. 2. Hear, O heavens, and. give. ear, O. earth, 
&c.}]. To what the Lord was about ‘to fay of his 
controverfy with his people, which was to be.man- 
aged openly and publickly before them as fpecta- 
tors and witneffes; this defigns either ftri€tly and 
properly the heavens andthe earth, or figuratively 
the inhabitants of them, angels and men. : The 
addrefs is folemn, and denotes. fomething of mo- 
ment and importance, to. be done and attended to; 
fee Deut. xxxii. 1. The Targum is, “hear, O. ye 
** heavens that were, moyed.when I gave my law to 
“* my people, and hearken, O earth, that trembled 
“¢ before my word.” For theLord hath fpoken, not 
only by Mo/es, and the prophets that were before 
Tfaigh, but he had fpoken to him the.words -he 


was now about to deliver; for they were’ not his 
own, words, but the. Lord’s : he fpoke. by; the. in- 


{piration of God, and as moved by the HolyGhoft; 
-and.therefore what he faid was to be received, not 
as the. word .of man, but.as, the word.of God: { 
have nourifbed and brought up children; meaning the 
Jews x <* my people, the houfe of J/rae/, whom I 
*< have ¢alled.children,”;as. the Targum paraphrafes 
it 5, fee, Exod, iv. 22. to thefe, asa nation, belong- 
ed the.adoption ; they were reckoned the children 
of God; the Lord took notice and care: of. them in 
their infant-ftate, brought them out of Egypt, led 
them through the wildernefs, and fed them in it; 
brought them into Cazaan’s, land, drove-out the 
nations before them, and fettled them there ; gave 
them his laws and ordinances, diftinguifhed them 
from. all. other nations by his favours, .and raifed 
them .to| an.high eftate,. to much greatnefs and 
profperity, efpecially in. the days of David and 
Solomon. The words may .be rendered,’ I have 
magnified, or made great, and have exalted children *; 
not only brought them up, but brought them to 
great honour and dignity ; and even unto man’s 
eftate, unto the time appointed of the . Father, 
when they fhould have been under tutors and go- 
vernors no longer, but under the king Mefiiah ; 
but they were rebellious, as follows :. aud they have 
rebelled againft me, their Lord and king ;, for the 
Jews were under a theocracy ; God who) was their 
father was their king, and.they rebelled againft 
him by breaking his laws; which rebellion is ag- 
gravated by its beingnot only of fubjects againft , 
their king, but of children againft their father ; 
the law: concerning .a rebellious fon, fee in Deut. 
xxi. 18... The Targum paraphrafes it, they have re- 
belled againft my word, the éffential word, the Mef- 
fiah ; the. Septuagint -verflon is, but they have re- 
jetted me* and the Vulgate Latin verfion"s but they — 
have defpifed me: fo the Fews rejected and defpifed 
the true Meffiah when he came, would-not have 
him’ to. reign over them, would not) receive his 
yoke, though eafy,, but rebelled again{t him, The 
ews were a rebellious people from the. beginning, 
in Mojes’s time, and in the prophets, and fo quite 
down to the times of the-Meffiah. 

¥. 3. The ox knoweth bis owner, &c.] Knows his 
voice, when he calls him,°and follows him, where 
he leads him, whether to: plow in the field, or feed 
in the meadows: and the afs bis mafter’s crib, or’ 
manger ; where he is fed, and to which he goes 
when he wants food, and at the ufual times. Gu/- 


being put to death by Manaffeh ; | /etius™ interprets the words, the afs knows the floor 


where 
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there He ‘treads out the corn, and willingly goes 
to. it, though it is to labour, as well as to eat; and 
{o puts [/rael to thame, who were weary of the wor- 
fhip of-God in the temple, where {piritual- food 
was provided “for them, but-chofe not to go for 
it, ‘beeaufe ‘of labour there. But Ijrael doth not 
know ; his maker and owner, his king, Lord, and 
mafter, his father, faviour, and redeemer ; he does 
hot own-and acknowledge him, but rejects him 5 fee 
Fohni. 10, 1. My people doth not confider 5 the 
ews who were the people of God by profeffion, 
did not ftir themfelves up to confider, nor make ufe 
of meats of knowing and underftanding divine and 


fpiritual things, as the word ufed™ fignifies : they 


would not attend to the word and ordinances, which 
anfwer to the crib or manger; they would not hear 
nor regard the miniftry of the word by Chrift, ‘and 


his apoftles,’ nor fuffer’others, but hindered them | 


as much as in them lay; fee Matt. xxiii. 13, 37. 
Ais xiii. 45, 46. The Targum is, ‘* Tfrael does 
*< not learn to know my fear, my people do not 
*¢ underftand to turn'to my law.” \ In like man- 
net, the more than brutal ftupidity of this people 
is expofed in Fer. viit. 7. : 

¥. 4. Ab Sinful nation, 8c.) Or finning nation’, 
that was continually finning,- doing nothing’ elfe 
but fin} the reverfe of what they were chofen to be, 
Deut. vii. 6. Thefe words are faid, either as call- 
ing and crying to them, to caufe them’ to hear’and 
hearken to what is faid, as dben Ezra and Kimchi 
obferve, and as ‘3m is ufed in JZ lv. 1. Zech: ii. 6, 
7. or by way of complaint and lamentation, as 
Jarchi thinks, becaufe of their general and conti- 
nued wickednefs, fee 1 Kings xiii. 30. or by way of 
threatening, as in ¥. 24. and fo the Targum para- 
phrafes it, ** wo to them who are called an holy 
‘* people, and have ‘finned:” and fo the Vulgate 
Latin and Arabic verfions render it, wo to the fin- 
ning nation; their ruin is at hand: a people laden 
with iniquity, fall of fin; they multiplied offences, 
as is the Chaldee paraphrafe : they were heavy with 
them, as the word  fignifies, yet felt not, nor com- 
plained of the burden of them: a feed of evil doers ; 
this is not faid of their fathers, but of themfelves, 
as Farchi obferves ; they had been planted a right 
feed, but now were degenerate, a wicked generation 
of men. Children that are corrupters ; of themfelves 
and others, by their words and actions ; who had 
corrupted their ways, as the Targum adds ; and fo 
Kimchi and Aben Ezra. They have forfaken the 
Lord ,; the worfhip of the Lord, as the Targum in- 
terprets it; the ways and ordinances of God, for- 
fook the affembling of themfelves together,’ ne- 
glected'the hearing of the word, and attendance on 
the worfhip of the Lord’s houfe : ¢hey have provoked 
the holy one of Ifrael to anger, by their numerous fins, 
both of omiffion and commiffion: they are gone 
away backward ; were become backfliders and re- 
volters, had apoftatized from God and his worthip, 
turned their backs on him, ‘and caft his law behind 
them. The-charaéters here given, not only agree 
with the Fews in the times of J/aiab, but alfo with 
thofe in the times of Chrift and his Apoftles, Mart. 
Xii, 39. and xxiii. 33. . 

¥. 5. Why foould ye be firicken any more? 8c.) 
Or for what are ye ftricken again ?* with affictions 
and chaftifements, with which God {mites his peo- 


* THAN a $2 intellexit. So Guffetius fays, it fignifies a fpontaneous application, by which you ftir up you 
ftand ; which is an action leading to wifdom, and-without which no man can be wife. Ibid: p tar. >» 
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humorem, hoc fignificari claram eft ex Jud. vie38, Gu 
Tremellius, ‘ 


ple by way of ¢ortection for their firs, Ji Wvit rg. 
Af. vi. t. and the fenfe-is, either that they did not 
confider what they were afflicted for, that it’was for 
their ‘fins and tranfgreffions; they thought they 
came by chance, or imputed them to'fécond caufes, 
and ‘fo went on in fin, and added"fin’ to fin; to’ 
which fenfe the Targum; Farchi, and’ Kimchi in-’ 
cline : or*the meaning is, ‘that! the chaftifements 
that were laid upon them were to no purpofe, had 
produced no good effect, were of no avail, and un= 
profitable to them; and which is mentioned as an 
ageravation of their fins, obftinacy,' and ‘impeni- 
tence; fee Fer.'v..3. Ye will revolt more and more, 
or add defeftion»; so on infin and apoftatize more 
and more, ‘and'gtow more obdurate’and refolute in’ 
it, unlefs afflictions are ‘fandctified; ‘men become. 
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more hardened by then’: “he whole head isfick, and. 
the whole heart faint, which may bé tnderftood: 
either of their chaftiferhents, which wére'niverfal,' 
and had reached all forts atid’ ranks ‘of men ‘among’ 
them, without any reformation, and therefore it 
was in vain to ufe more; ‘or of their fins‘and tranf-' 
greffions-which abounded among thein, even a 
the principal of them; their civil rulers and gover= 
nors, meant by the head, and the priefts who fhould’ 
feed the people with knowledge and underftanding,’ 
defizned by the heart; but both were corrupted,’ 
and in a bad condition. biG 
y. 6. From the fole of the foot, even unto the bead,* 
there is xo foundne/s in it, &c.] Every member of 
the body politic was afflicted in one way or another, 
or fadly infected with the’ difeafe of fins fee P/ 
xxxvili. 3. So the Targum, “ from the reft of the’ 
“¢ people, even unto the princes, there is” none’ 
“among them who is perfect’ in’my fear 5” fee! 
Dan. ix. 8. Fer. viii. 10. but wounds, and bruifes,. 
and putrifying fores’; to which either public ealami-- 
ties On-a city or nation may be compared, Hof v.* 
13. or the fins and tranfgreffions, both of fingle 
perfons, and of whole bodies of men, P/ xxxviii. 
5,7. ‘The Targum is, “‘ they are.all ftubborn and’ 
‘< rebellious, they are defiled with’ fins .as an ulee- 
“ rous wound.” They have not been clofed ; that is, 


the wounds and fores-have not. been healed; or’ 


they have not been preffed or Jqueexed *; in order to 
eet the purulent matter out of them»: meither bound 
up; with bands, after the matter is fqueezed out, 
anda plafter laid on: weirber mollified with ointment ; 
which is ufed for the fuppling and healing of 
wounds ; fee Luke x. 34. °The fenfe either is, that 
they were not reformed by ‘their affiictions ; or that 
they did not repent of their fins, nor feek to God 
for healing and pardon, nor make ufe of any means: 
for their more healthful {tate and condition. © The 
Targum paraphrafes the words thus, ‘* they don’t’ 
‘¢ Jeave their haughtineflés, nor are they defirous of 
“« repentance, nor have they any righteoufnefs to 
“* protect them.” , rar 

¥.%7. Your country is defolate, &c.| Or foall be; 
this is either a declaration in proper terms of what 
is before figuratively exprefled, or rather’a pro- 
phecy of what would be their cafe on account of 
tranfgreffions ; and which had its accom 
partly in the Babylonifh captivity, and 1 the 
deftruétion of YFerufalem by the Romans ; when not 
only theircity and temple, called their houfe, Matt. 
xxili. 38. were left unto j 
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whole land; and they were carried captive, and 
fcattered among the nations, where they have been 
ever fince: your cities are, or fhall be durnt with 
Sire; as ferujaicm has been, and other cities in Fudea, 
Matt. xxii. 7. your land firangers devour it in youg 
prefence,; betore their eyes, and it would not be in 
their power to prevent it; meaning either the Ba- 
bylonians, or the Romans, or both, and efpecially 
the latter, who were ftrangers and aliens from. the 
commonwealth of [jrael: and at is defolate as over- 
thrown by firangers; who ravage, plunder, and de- 
ftroy all they meet with, and {pare nothing, not in- 
tending to fettle there, as thofe who are near do, 
when they conquer a neighbouring nation. Some 
think this. prophecy was delivered in the times of 
Abaz, and reters to the defolation in his time, 
2 Chrou. xxviii. 17, 18, 19. but rather, as Foe/ and 
Amos prophefied before J/aiah, he may refer to 
thofe defolating judgments, they fpeak of, by the 
locuits, caterpillars, and fire, Yoel i. 4, 10, 11,12, 
17, 18, 19, 20. Amos iv. 6; 11. but to confider 
the words as a prediction of what fhould be in af- 
ter-times, feems beit; and fo the Arabic verfion 
reads the words, your land foall be defolate, your ci- 
ties fhall be burnt with fire, and your country firangers 
feall devour before you, or fhall be as overthrown 
by itrangers, being oyerfiown with a flood or ftorm 
of rain; fo Abendana’. : 

¥. 8. dud the daughter of Ziau is left as a cotiage 
én the vineyard, &c.| The Targum is, ‘ after they 
‘¢ haye got in the vintage.”, A cottage in a vine- 
yard was a booth, as the word ° fignifies, which 
was erected in the middle of the vineyard, for the 
keeper of the vineyard to watch in night and day, 
that the fruit might not be hurt by birds, or ftolen 
by thieves, and was a very lonely place ; and when 
' the clufters of the vine were se a this cottage 
or booth was left by the keeper himfelf: and fuch 
it is fuggefted Feru/alem fhould be, not only ftand 
alone, the cities all around being deftroyed by the 
befiegers, but empty of inhabitants itfelf, when 
taken. 4s @ lodge in a garden of cucumbers: the 
Targum. adds here alfo, ‘‘ after they have gathered 
** them out of it.” A lodge in a garden of cu- 
cumbers. was built up for the gardener to watch in 
at night, that no body came and {tole away the cu- 
cumbers, and this was alfo a lonely place; but 
when the cucumbers were gathered, the gardener 
left his lodge intirely ; and fuch a forfaken place 
would Ferujalem be at the time of its deftruction ; 
fee Luke xix. 43, 44. as a befieged city; which is in 
great diftrefs, and none care to come near it, and 
as many as can make their efcape out of it; or as 
a city kept ; fo Guffetius , who underftands this, and 
all the above claufes, of fome places preferved from 
the fword in the common defolation. 

¥. g.. Except the Lord of bofts had left unto usa 
very Jmall remnant, &c.| This is an inftance of 
the fuper-abounding goodnefs of the Lord of hofts, 
as the Targum expreffes it; that he fhould in thofe 
very wicked and calamitous times, leave and referve 
a few from being defiled with the fins of the age, 
and from being involved in the general calamity of 
it; which was true of the Chriftian Fews at the 
time of Feru/falem’s deftruction ; for that this pro- 
phecy belongs to thefe times, is clear from the ap- 
' plication of it by the apoftle Paul, Rom. ix. 29. 


and which confirms the fenfe given of the above ! 


5 


paflages : the very fmall remnant, are the remnant 
according to the election of grace, the little flock, 
the few that entered in at the ftrait gate and are 
faved, or the few that believed in Chrift,. and fo 
were faved from that untoward generation; thefe 
were Zt, referved, diftinguifhed, and fecured. in 
eleCtion-grace, being a remnant according to it, in 
the hands of Chrift to whom they were given, and in 
whom they were preferyed ; in redemption by him, 
that they might be a peculiar people; in provi= 
dence till called, in which the Lord watched over 
them to do,them good, and waited to be gracious 
to them, and faved them to be called; and in ef- 
fectual vocation, in which he feparated them from 
the reft of the world, and kept them by his power 
through faith unto falvation. And this was done 
unto us; for the fake of his church, that that might 
continue, and he might have a feed to ferve him: 
and by tbe Lord of hofis, of the hofts of heaven, 
the fun, and moon, and ftars, and of the angels 
there,.and of the inhabitants of the earth ; which 
fhows great condefcenfion in him to regard this 
remnant, and great grace to them; fince he could 
not ftand in need of them, having the hoft of heaven 
on his right-hand, and on his left; nor was there 
any thing in them that could deferve this of him; 
but it was, as Farchi obferves, in his mercy, and 
not for their righteoufnefs :,.to which may be added, 
that fince he is the Lord of hofts, he was able to 
protect and preferve this remnant, notwithftanding 
all the oppofition of men and devils, as he did; 
and had he not taken fuch’a method as this, we 
foould have been as Sodim, and we foould have been 
like unto Gomorrka; cities that were infamous for 
their fins, and notorious for the punifhment of them, 
being confumed by fire from heaven, Gen. xiii. 13, 
and xvili. 20. and xix. .24.,- and not only the Jews, 
but any and every nation,-eyven the whole world, 
would have been like thefe cities, both for fin and 
punifhment, had it not been for the diftinguifhing 
grace of God, in leaving and referying a few for 
his glory, and the fupport of his intereft. All the 
holinefs that ever was,.is, or will. be in the world, 
is owing to electing, redeeming and efficacious 
grace : there had not been a, holy man, nor a holy ° 
woman in the world in any age, if God had not 
taken fuch methods of grace; and it is owing to, 
and for the fake of this {mall remnant, that tem- 
poral judgments are often averted from anation and 
people, and that the conflagration of the world is 
not yet; this is kept back till they are gathered 
in: and were it not for this diftinguifhing grace, 
every individual of mankind would have. been caft 
into hell, and muft have fuffered the vengeance of 
eternal’ fire, which the punifhment of Sodom and 
Gomorrha was an: example of. 

y. 10. Hear the word of the Lord ye rulers of So- 
dom, 8cc.|. Not literally, but myftically, meaning 
the governors of ‘Fudea; they and their people hav- 
ing finned in like manner, and as openly as the 
rulers of Sodom, and the inhabitants thereof; fee 
ch. iii. g. and fo the Targum paraphrafes the words, 
“© receive the word of the Lord ye governors, 
“« whofe works are evil like the governors of So- 
<< dom.” ‘Thefe are called to attend to the word of 
the Lord; either the fcriptures, which fhould be 
the rule of faith and practice, from which they had 
fwerved ; or to the word which now came to them 


by 
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by the prophet, and is contained in the following 
verfes; or rather to the gofpel preached to them 
by Fohn the Baptift, Chrift, and his apottles, fee 
ch. ii. 3. which being rejected by them as it was, 
it is ‘declared, that it would be more tolerable for 
the land of Sodom, in the day of judgment, than 
for them, Mart. xi. 24. give ear unto the law of 
our God, ye people of Gomorrba; the inhabitants 
of Fudea; for as were both the civil and eccle- 
fiaftical rulers, fo were the people both in J/aiah’s 
time, and in the times of Chrift and his apoftles. 
The Targum is, “« hearken to the law of our God 
“¢ ye people, whofe works are like to the people of 
© Gomorrba.” And by the law of our God is meant, 
not fo much the law of Mo/es, which thefe people 
had not hearkened to, but had broken it, and caft 
it away from them, as the doctrine of the grace 
of God, the gofpel of our Lord Jefus Chrift, who 
is our God; which was firft fent and preached to 
this wicked people, for the fake of the ‘mall rem- 
nant, according to the election of grace left among 
them; fee ch. ti. 3. 

y¥. 11. Lo what purpofe is the multitude of your 
facrifices unto me? faith the Lord, &c.| Thele peo- 
ple, though they neglected the weightier matters 
of the law, and the more fubftantial duties of re- 
ligion, as did the Scribes and Pharifees in Chrift’s 
time, Matt. xxiii. 23. yet were very diligent in the 
obfervance of the ceremonial law, and repeated 
their facrifices almoft without number, on which 
they placed all their truft and dependence; where- 
fore to take off their confidence in thefe things, 
the Lord obferves to them the unprofitablenefs of 
them-; they could be of no avail to them, for they 
could not expiate their fins, or atone for them ; 
and they could not be profitable to God, for he 
had .no need of them; fee Pf 1. ro, 11,12. I am 
full of the burnt-offerings of rams, and the fat of fed 
beafts ; to the loathing of them, and therefore 
would no more eat their flefh, and drink their blood, 
or accept of them in facrifice, Pf 1. 13. rams were 
ufed for burnt-offerings, Exod. xxix. 18, Lev. i. 
10. and the fat of any creature offered in facrifice 
was burnt, and forbidden to be eaten by men, Lev. 
i. 8, 12. and iii. 4, 5, 10, 11, 15, 16. and iv. 8, 
9, 10, 19, 31, 35- and vil. 25, 31. and I delight 
not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of be- 
goats; as he did in moral fervices, in a¢ts of be- 
neficence and mercy, and in facrifices of praife and 
thankfgiving, 1 Sam. xv. 22. Hof. vi. 6. Pf. Ixviii. 
30, 31. much lefs did he delight in the facrifices of 
thefe creatures, as offered by fuch wicked hands, 
and. without faith in the blood and facrifice of 
Chrift ; and ftill lefs, when thefe were fuperfeded 
and abrogated by Chrift; for this prophecy belongs 
to the times of the apoftles, as appears from y. g. 
fee P/. xl. 6, 7. The feveral creatures mentioned 
were ufed in facrifice, and their blood was fprink- 
led round about the altar, Lev. iii. 2, 8, 13. and 
before the veil, Lev. iv. 6, 17. 

¥. 13. When ye come to appear before me, &c.] 
At the grand feftivals of the paffover, pentecoft, 
and tabernacles, at which times all the males in 
Tfrael appeared before God, Exed. xiii, 17. who 
hath required this at your hand; either to appear at 
fuch times, thefe feafts being no more to be ob- 
ferved; or to offer the above facrifices; thefe were 
not required of the J/rae/tes when they firft came 
out of Egypt, Fer. vii. 22. nor were they neceflary 
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to appear before God with, or to introduce them 
to the throne of his grace, Mic: vi. 6, 7. and 
much lefs under the gofpel-difpenfation, being abo- 
lifhed by’ the facrifice of Chrift; or this relates to 
what follows, to tread my courts? in that unbe- 
coming and hypocritical way they did, and with 
fuch wicked hearts and bloody hands. Courts are 


mentioned, becaufe, as Kimchi obferves, the I/raelites 


ftood in the courts of the Lord’s houfe, and did 
not go into the temple, only the priefts. d paw 
¥. 13. Bring no more vain oblations, &c.| As all 
fuch were which were offered up without faith in 
Chrift, in hypocrify, and with dependence on themy 
for pardon and atonement, and particularly when 
put an end to by the facrifice of Chrift; fee Matt. 


xv. 9. The Targum renders it, an oblation of rob- 


bery ; fee If. \x. 8. sincenfe is an abomination to mes 
inftead of being of-a fweet fmell. This was burnt 
on the altar of incenfe, and put upon the facrifi- 
ces, Exod. xxx. 1,7, 8. Lev. ii. 1. and was typical 
of prayer, Pf. cxli 2.) Rev. viii, 3. but now un- 
der the gofpel-difpenfation to be difufed, and fo 
difagreeable to God, that it is as if an idol was 
blefied, J/- xvi. 3. the new moons; the feafts kept 
on the firft day of the month, at the appearance 
of the moon: and: fabbaths; obferved every fe- 
venth-day, every feventh year, and every feven times 
feventh year: the calling of affemblies; or the new 
moon and fabbath, do not call a congregation. Thefe’ 
affemblies called were the holy convocations on the 
feventh-day fabbath, at the feafts of paflover, pen- 
tecoft and tabernacles, at the blowing of the truam- 
pets, and on the day of atonement, Lev. xxiii. 35 
&c. Numb. xxviii. 26. and xxix. 1, 7, 12, The 
words, I cannot away with-or bear, may be joined 
with the following word iniquity ; and the meaning 
is, that the Lord could not bear the iniquity that 
was in their hearts when they had their folemn af- 
femblies and holy convocations : it is iniquity, evem 
the folemn meeting , or ceflation from work on any 
of the above feftivals; particularly the feaft of 
weeks, or pentecoft, was called mayy Atzareth by 
the Fews *, the fame word with this here. 

¥. 14. Your new moons, and your appointed feafis 
my foul hateth, &c.| The Targum is, ** my Word 
*¢ abhorreth ;” the Meffiah, the effential Word. 
Thefe are the fame as before. They are a trouble 
unto me; as they were kept and obferved, either 
when they fhould not, or in a manner unbecom- 
ing ; I am weary to bear them; becaufe of the fins 
with which they made him.to ferve; J/ xliii. 24.) 

¥.15. And when ye fpread forth your hands, &c.} 
That is in prayer, this being a prayer-gefture : 
hence the Targum paraphrafes it, ‘* and when the 
** priefts fpread out their hands to pray for you.” 
I will hide mine eyes from you; will not look upon 
them, nor regard their prayer; fee Lam. iii. 42. 
yea, when ye make many prayers; as the Scribes and. 
Pharifees did in Chrift’s time, and thought to be 
heard for their much fpeaking, like the Gentiles, 
Matt. vi. 7. I will not hear, {o as to give an an- 
fwer, or fulfil their requefts: the reafon follows, 
your hands are full of blood, of the prophets of the 
Lord, of Chrift and his followers, whom they put 
to death, * bene 

¥. 16. Wafb ye, make you clean, 8c.) Thefe two» 
words are to be regarded as one, fince they intend) 
the fame thing, and fuppofe the perfons fpoken to; 

sont 


to be unclean, as they were, notwithftanding theit™ 


b The whole verfe, agreeable to the accents, is thus rendered by anal de 


of vanity ; incenfe of abomination is it to me: do not go on, I 
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legal facrifices and ceremonial ablutions; and are 
defigned to convince them of it, to bring them 
to a fenfe of their inability to cleanfe themfelves, 
to lead them to enquire after the proper means of 
it, and fo to the fountain of Chrift’s blood to wath 
in, which only cleanfes from it: put away the evil 
of your doings from before mine eyes; the exhortation 
is not barely to put away their doings, but the 
evil of them, and that not from themfelves, but 
from before the eyes of God, from the eyes of his 
vindictive juftice, which is only done by the fa- 
crifice of Chrift; and the ule of this exhortation 
is to fhew the neceflity of putting away fin to fal- 
vation, and the infufficiency of the blood of bulls 
and goats to do it, fince notwithftanding thefe it 
remains untaken away, and to direct to the facri- 
fice of Chrift, which effectually does it. Cea/é to 
do evil ; either from ceremonial works done with a 
wicked mind, or from outward immoralities, fuch 
as -fhedding innocent blood, oppreffing the father- 
lefs and widow, things mentioned in the context ; 
it denotes a ceffation from a feries and courfe of 
finning, otherwife there is no ceafing from fin in 
this life. 
y. 17. Learn to do well, &c.| Which men are 
naturally ignorant of ; to do good they have no 
knowledge ; nor,can they that are accuftomed, to 
do evil learn to doswell of themfelves ; but the 
Lord can teach them to profit, and of him they 
fhould afk wifdom, and defire, under the influence 
of his grace, to learn to maintain good works for 
neceffary ufes, and particularly to do acts of be- 
neficence to all men, and efpecially to the houfhold 
of faith; and alfo the following ones, feck judg- 
ment; {eek to do juftice between man and man in 
any caufe depending, without refpect of perfons : 
relieve the opprefed; the poor that are opprefied 
by their neighbours that are richer and mightier than 
they, right their wrongs, and deliver them out of the 
hands of their oppreflors!: judge the fatherle/s ; do 
juftice to them who have none to take care of them, 
sand defend them: plead for the widow ; that is de- 
folate, and has none'to plead her caufe. 
¥. 18. Come now, and let us reafon together, faith 
the Lord, &c.|) Thefe words ftand not in con- 
nexion either with the preceding or following, but 
are to be read ina parenthefis, and are thrown in 
for the fake of the fmall remnant God had left 
among this wicked people, in order to comfort 
them, being diftreffed with fin. Thefe feeing their 
fins in their dreadful colours, and with all their 
aggravating circumftances, were ready. to conclude, 
that they were unpardonable ; and feeing God as an 
angry judge, dared not come nigh him, but ftood 
at a diftance, fearing and expecting his vengeance 
to fall upon them, and therefore put away the pro- 
mifes, and refufed to be comforted; when the 
Lord was pleafed to encourage them to draw near 
to him, and come and reafon with him : not at the 
bar of his juftice ; there’s no reafoning with ‘him 
there ; none can contend with him, or anfwer him, 
one of a thoufand; if he marks iniquity in ftrict 
juttice, none can ftand before him ; there’s no en- 
tering: the lifts with him upon the foot of juttice, 
or at its bar: but at the bar of mercy, at the 
throne of grace; there the righteous may difpute 
with him from his declarations and promifes, as. 
well as come with boldnefs to him; and at the 
altar and facrifice of Chrift, and at the fountain of 


4 Mifn. Sabbat, c.g. §.3. T. Bab. Yoma, fol. 67. 1. 

ferves, that YUP fignifies not oppreffed, but infected with 
him that is corrupt with the leaven of vice, by hindering him 
p. 265, : 
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his blood: here finners may reafon with him from 
the virtue and efficacy of his blood and facrifice ; 
and from the Lord’s proclamation of grace and 
mercy through him ; and from his promifes to for- 
give repenting and confefling finners: and here 
God reafons with fenfible fouls from his own co- 
venant-promifes and proclamations to forgive fin ; 
from the aboundings of his grace over abounding 
fin; from the righteoufhefs of Chrift to juftify, his 
blood to cleanfe from fin, and his facrifice to atone 
for it ; and from the end of his coming into the 
world to fave the chief of finners : faying, though 
your fins be as {carlet, they fhall be as white as fnow, 
though they-be.red like crimfon, they foall-be as wool. 
Every fin is a tranfgreffion of the law, and hate- 
ful and abominable to God; no fin is venial in 
itfelf, but deferving of the wrath of God, and the 
curfes of the law; all fin is mortal, the wages of 
it is death: but all are not alike ; fome are greater, 
other lefler; fome are attended with aggrava- 
ting circumftances, as when. the perfons that 
commit them have, befides the. light of nature, 
alfo the law of Mo/es, or the gofpel of Chrift; have 
had the advantage of a religious education ; have 
fat under a gofpel-miniftry, and received much fpe- 
culative light and knowledge; yea, have been un- 
der convictions of fin time after time, and yet have 
been ringleaders and encouragers of others in fin, 
guilty of very enormous crimes, which in them- 
felves are comparable to fcarlet and crimfon: and 
perhaps reference may be had to the fin of mur- 
der, fince the perfons among whom thefe dwelt, 
their hands were full of blood; and may. refpeé&t 
the crucifiers of Chrift, among whom there were 
fome favingly convicted and converted... More- 
over, they may be fignified hereby on account of’ 
the effects of them, they defile men, provoke God 
to wrath, and through the law work wrath in their 
confciences ; and may fignify, that they are fins of 
a deep dye, and which have fuch a place in their 
hearts and confciences, that nothing can remove 
them but the blood of Chrift: and befides are 
open, flagrant and notorious to all, and efpecially. 
to God; yet thefe through the grace and blood of 
Jefus become as white as wool and as fnow: not 
that pardon of fin takes fin out of the hearts and 
natures of men, nor changes the nature of fin, or 
caufes it to ceafe to be fin; but this is to be under- 
ftood of the perfons of finners, who hereby are 
made fo white, yea whiter than this, Pf li. 1. as 
they are confidered in Chrift, wafhed in his blood, 
and clothed with his righteoufnefs, which is fine 
linen, clean and white; God. feeing no iniquity in 
them, has thus gracioufly dealt with them, and 
they being without fault, fpot or wrinkle, or any 
fuch thing. It was with refpect to this {cripture, 
that the Fews in after-times were wont to tie a 
fcarlet thread to the head of the fcape goat, when 
he was fent into the wildernefs ; though at firft 
they faftened it to the door of the outward porch, 
and then to the door of the inward porch, and 
if it turned white, ic was a fign their fins. were 
forgiven them, but if not, otherwife*; and it is 
owned by them, that it belongs to future time, the 
time of the Meffiah '. 

y. 19. If ye be willing and obedient, &c.] The 
Targum adds, to my Word; the Word made flefh, 
and dwelling among them ;, who would have gather- 
ed the inhabitants of Feru/alem to his miniftry, to at- 
. tend 
® T, Bab.’ Sabbat, fol. 89. 2. 1 Gofletius 
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tend his word and ordinances, but their rulers would 
not : ye fhall eat the good of the land; the land of 
Canaan; as the‘fews held the poffeffion of that land 
before the times of Chrift, by their obedience to 
the laws of God, which were given them as a body 
politic, and which, fo long as they obferved, they 
were continued in the quiet and full enjoyment of 
all the bleffings of it; fo when Chrift came, had 
they received, embraced and acknowledged’him as 
the Meffiah, and been obedient to his will, though 
only‘externally, they would have remained in their 
own land, and enjoyed all the good things in it 
undifturbed by enemies. 

¥. 20. But if ye refufe and rebel, &c.| The Tar- 
gum is, and do not receive my Word, the Meffiah 
when come, neither his perfon, nor his doctrines 
and ordinances: ye /oall be devoured with the fword 
of the Roman armies,, as they were under'Titus Ve/- 
pafian, fee Matt. xxii. 7. Luke xix. 44. for the 
mouth of the Lord hath fpoken it. Now by Iaiah, 
as well as in former times, Lev. xxvi. 25, 33. 

¥. 21. How is the faithful city become an barlot ? 
&c.] The city of Ferufalem, in which were the 
temple, and the pure worthip of God, and was in 
the tribe of Fudab, which ruled with God, and 
was very faithful with the faints when the ten tribes 
revolted, and fell in with the fin of feroboam; but 
now in J/aiah’s time was become like a treacherous 
wife to her hufband, unfaithful to the Lord, went 
after other lovers, committed fpiritual adultery, 
that is idolatry, with ftocks and ftones ; and in the 
times of Chrift were a wicked and an adulterous 
generation, corrupting the word and worfhip of 
God ; fee Matt. xii. 39. and xv. 9. it was full of 
judgment ; trict juftice was exercifed privately be- 
tween man and man, as well as in the public courts 
of judicature: righteoufne/s lodged in it; that is, 
righteous men who walked in all the command- 
ments of the Lord, and lived foberly, righteoufly 
and godly; fee 2 Pet. iii. 13. but now murtberers 
of the prophets whom they ftoned, who were fent 
unto them, and of the Lord Jefus Chrift, of whom 
they were the betrayers and murtherers ; fee Mazt. 
XXili. 37. AG?s Vil. 52. 

¥. 22. Thy filver is become drofs, &c.] Mean- 
ing either that fuch perfons, who had the appear- 
ance of goodnefs, looked like genuine filver, were 
now become reprobate, and as the wicked of the 
earth, like drofs, Fer. vi. 30. Pf. cxix. r1g. or 
that the word of God, which is as filver purified 
feven times, was now corrupted with falfe gloffes 
and human traditions, which were as drofs: thy 
wine mixt with water™; the wine of the divine word, 
which was mixed and blended with the inventions 
of men, as before; fo the roof of the church’s 
mouth, which is no other than the miniftry of the 
word, is compared to the beft wine, Cazt. vii. 9, 
Il. 

¥. 23. Thy princes are rebellious, 8c.| ‘Stubborn 
and obftinate, refufed to receive and acknowledge 
the Meffiah ; fuch were the Zewsh rulers, civil and 
ecclefiaftical, in the times of Chrift. dnd compa- 
nions-of thieves, who devoured widows houfes ; made 
the temple, which was an houfe of prayer, a den 
of thieves ; and took away the key of knowledge 
from the people, and would not fuffer them to 
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attend the miniftry of the gofpel, Matt. xxi. 13. 
and xxiii. 13, 14. Luke xi. 52. every oneloveth gifts, 
and followeth after rewards, The Targum para- 
phrafés it, ‘* every one fays to his neighbour do 
*¢ me a favour in my caufe, I will return # to thee 
“¢ in thy caufe ;” and fo juftice was perverted: 
they judge not the fatherle/s, that is, either they 
don’t take their caufe in hand at all, or, if they 
do, don’t do them juftice, but wrong them of their 
goods and eftates, which of right belong to them: 
neither doth the caufe of the widow come unto thems; 
there being no money to be got by undertakis 
it; fee the cafe of the unjuft judge, a picture 
judges in thofe times, Luke xviii. 2, 3 > 

¥. 24. Therefore, faith the Lord, the Lord of hofts, 
the mighty one of Ijrael, &c.| All thefe names and 
titles, which are expreffive of the majefty, power 
and authority of God, are ufed to give the greater 
folemnity and weight to what follows ; and to fhow 
that he is able to accomplifh what he determines 
and threatens to do. 4b; which is a particle, either 
expreffive of grief at their wretched and miferable 
condition, or of indignation at their provoking fins 
and tranfgreffions : / will eafe me of mine adverfa- 
ries; or I will take comfort” of them, by deftroy- 
ing them; expreffing the pleafure and fatisfa€tion 
he fhould take in avenging his juftice on them: 
they had been a troubie to him, and had wearied 
him with their fins, and now he’ll eafe himfelf of 
them, by removing them. The Targum is, 1 
*¢ will comfort the city of Ferufalem ;” not taking 
the fenfe of the words: and avenge me of mine 
enemies, the Jews, who were enemies to Chrift and 
his gofpel, and would not have him to reign over 
them, and which was the caufe of the deftruction 
of their city, temple and nation; fee Luke xix. 
14, 27, 42, 43, 44. 

¥.25. And I will turn my hand upon thee, 8cc.] 
The remnant, according to the election of grace, 
left in Ferufalem, ¥.9. meaning not his afflicting 
hand, no not even as a fatherly chaftifement; tho’ 
the Lord fometimes, by fuch means, purges away 
the iniquity of his people, as follows ; fee //, xxvii. 
g. much lefs his hand of wrath and vengeance, the 
lighting down of his arm, with the indignation 
of his anger ; but his hand of efficacious grace in 
converfion, with which he plucks finners as brands 
out of the burning; delivers them from the power 
of fatan; turns their hearts to himfelf ; opens them 
to attend unto, and underftand divine things ; 
breaks them in pieces with the hammer of his 
word ; works grace in them, and carries on the 
good work in their fouls: all which is owing to 
his mighty hand of grace upon them, ‘and to the 
exertions of the exceeding greatnefs of his’ power 
towards them. ‘This was accomplifhed in part in 
the converfion of a large number of the Jews on 
the day of pentecoft, and afterwards; and will be 
more fully accomplifhed in the latter day, when 
that people fhall turn to the Lord, in confequence 
of his hand of powerful grace being turned on 
them. The phrafe is ufed of the difplay of divine 
grace and mercy, in Zech. Xiii. 7. and prey page 
away thy drofs; which the Targum rightly inter- 
prets of wngodlinefs or wickednefs ; it means the 
fins of converted ones, which at con 5 


™ It being ufual to mix water with wine, and drink it, and this being not at all re roachfal, but comm ndable ; Gufi 


thinks fuch a verfion does not exprefs the fenfe of the words ; he therefore thinks, that 
which fignified infatuated ; and fo the words should be rendered, thy wine is infatuated into water; is degenerated, a 
its fpirit and {prightlinefs, and is become infipid and taftelefs. So Jarchi mentions a Midrath, which interprets it by the 
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are purely purged from ; not that fin, as to the 
being of it, is removed from them ; that dwells 
in them, abides with them; and, like drofs, is a 
heavy burden, a dead weight upon them, and will 
be, whilft they are in this tabernacle, and makes 
them groan, being burdened ; fo far from it,. that 
in their view it rather increafes ; they fee the plague 
of their own hearts, and fuch innumerable fwarms 
of corruption they never faw before ; fin revives, 
and they die; but in converfion grace fuperabounds 
it, deluges over it, keeps down the force and power 
of it, fo that it has not the dominion; the old 
man is put off concerning the former converfation, 
which ceafes to be a feries, a courfe of finning : 
befides, through the fprinkling of the blood of 
Chrift, which cleanfeth from all the drofs and filth 
of fin, the guilt is removed from the confcience, 
and perfect peace, and full pardon take place ; all 
iniquity is caufed to pafs from them, and they are 
clothed with change of raiment, the righteoufinefs 
of Chrift, by which they are juftified from all 
things, and are pure, fpotlefs, and without fault 
before the throne : and take away all thy tin. The 
Targum alfo interprets this of iniquity, rendering 
it, J will take away all thy fin; but it is better to 
underftand it of felf-righteoufnefs ; which, as tin is 
of more worth than drofs, and looks like filver ;, fo 
this has the appearance of fome good in it, and 
was what the Yews were fond of, trufted in, and 
depended on, and which they followed after, and 
endeavoured to eftablifh and hold faft; but this 
in converfion is all taken away : the Lord, by his 
Spirit, convinces of the weaknefs and infufficiency 
of it to juftify in his fight, fhows that it is not 
a righteoufnefs, and will be of no fervice in that 
refpect ; yea, takes away thefe filthy rags, and 
clothes with the righteoufnefs of Chrift, caufes 
the foul to drop and renounce its own righteouf- 
nefs, and put on that; and not only to renounce 
works before converfion, but all after it, as a pro- 
feffion of religion, fubjection to gofpel-ordinances, 
and all works, though done in faith, and in a right 
manner ; a glaring inftance we have of all this in 
one of that little remnant, the apoftle Pau/, Phil. 
iii. 6, 7,8, 9. Moreover, by dro/s and tin, or tins, 
in the plural number, may be meant perfons ; 
wicked and prophane men, by the former, who 
fhould be put away like drofs, P/ cxix. 119. and 
felf-righteous perfons, by the latter; who fhine like 
filver, make a fhew of religion, appear outwardly 
righteous ; but thefe, as well as the other, fhould 
be feparated from the people of God, when the 
precious and the vile fhould be diftinguifhed. 

¥. 26. And 1 will reftore thy judges as at the firft, 
&c.] This refers not to the times after the Bady- 
lonifh captivity, when the Fews had judges and ru- 
lers, fuch as Zerubbabel and Nebemiah, as they had 
in the times of Mofes, Fo/bua and the Fudges, or as 
in the times’ of David and Solomon ; but it refers, 
as Kimchi obferves, to the times of the Meffiah , 
and is true of the apoftles of Chrift, who were fet 
on twelve thrones, had power and authority from 
Chrift to preach his gofpel, and to judge the twelve 
tribes of J/rael in a doctrinal way, Matt. xix. 28. 
for which they were abundantly qualified, having 
_ the fpirit of counfel and of judgment refting upon 
them, as the prophets of old; and will be again 
_ verified in the minifters of the gofpel, at the time 
of the Yews converfion, when the watchmen fhall 
fee eye to eye, have aclear difcerning and judg- 
ment of things as at the firft, J/ li. 8. and t 
_ counfellors as at the beginning ; which is to be un- 
Vou. I. N°. 1. 
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derftood of the fame perfons ; the apoftles at Fe. 
rufalem, gave advice and counfel'in matters of dif- 
ficulty, and were confulted on fpecial occafions, of 
which there is an inftance in 4é/s xv. and ordinary 
minifters of the word are qualified, and efpecially 
will be in the latter day, to give advice both to 
fenfible finners, enquiring the way of falvation, 
and to faints when under defertion, and have loft 
their beloved, or have any matters of difficulty 
upon them, whether with refpect to faith. or_prac- 
tice. Afterward thou foalt be called the city of righ- 
teoufnefs ; when many fhall be converted through 
the hand of the Lord turned upon them, and be- 
come incorporated into a church-ftate, and having 
the apoftles, and other minifters of the gofpel 
among them, with proper officers over. them, as 
the firft chriftian church at Ferufalem had; and the 
members of it were righteous perfons, fuch as were 
juftified by the righteoufnefs of Chrift, and lived 
righteoufly, walking in the ordinances of the Lord, 
and as became the gofpel of Chrift, and will be 
the cafe of the churches of Chrift in the latter day: 
the faithful city ; to Chrift, his gofpel, ordinances, 
and one another, as the firft Chriftians at Feru/a- 
lem were; fee Aéfs ii. 42. and iy. 32, 33. _-A true 
church of Chrift is a congregation of faithful men, 
who keep the ordinances as they were delivered ; 
ftand faft in the faith of the gofpel; take care that 
the laws of Chrift’s houfe are put in execution ; and 
do not fuffer fin upon one another, nor bear them 
that are evil, whether in doctrine or practice ; and 
which ‘in the latter day will be the cafe of the 
churches of Chrift in a remarkable manner, when 

they will juftly bear this character. 
¥.247. Lion fhall be redeemed with judgment, &c.] 
The bleffing of redemption by Chrift is the fource 
and foundation of the other bleffings of grace be- 
fore-mentioned, the little remnant are favoured with, 
as juftification, pardon of fin, and converfion, ¥. 18, 
25, 26. fee If xliv. 22. and liii.10,11. Zech. x.8. 
it is of a fpiritual nature; the redemption of the 
foul is a deliverance from the captivity of fin, fa- 
tan, and the law, and is plenteous and eternal : 
the objects of redeeming grace are Zion and her 
converts ; not the world, but the church is redeem- 
ed by Chrift; for by Zion is meant, not a place 
but people, even the church and people of God, 
who frequently bear the name of Zion in this pro- 
phecy, and in other paffages of fcripture, both of 
the Old and of the New Teftament ; fee J/ xlix. 
14. Hed. xii. 22. compared to mount Zion for its 
height and holinefs ; for being the object of God’s 
love, the inftance of his choice, the place of his 
habitation ; where his worfhip is, he grants his 
prefence, and diftributes his bleflings ; for its be- 
ing a perfection of beauty, the joy of the whole 
earth, well fortified and immoveable : and the re- 
demption of the church by Chrift is with judg- 
ment ; with the judgment and vengeance of God 
on Chrift,. and through the condemnation of him 
as her head and reprefentative ; with the judgment 
of God, which is according to truth, in whofe 
judgment fhe is truly redeemed by the blood of 
Chrift, and really delivered from her bondage, ac- 
cording to his juftice and holinefs which are glo- 
rified by it: but here the redemption of Zion feems 
to mean a more glorious ftate of the church, a re- 
ftoration of her to her former glory, or to a greater, 
which will be in the latter day, and may be dif- 
cerned as drawing near by the figns of the times 
fulfilling, Luke xxi. 28. whereby the truth and 
faithfulnefs of God, in his promifes concerning -it, 
Wiha 
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“of 
the word‘as a dinars. of 
her, Pf. Ixxxvii. 5. or becaufe converted to her, 
If 1x. 5. being made to fubmit to the ordinances 
of the church, and to,join themfelves to. it. Con- 
verts are, the objects of redemption by Chrift; all 
that are redeemed, are, fooner' or Jater, conyérted ; 
and all that are converted are redeemed; and the 
redemption of them by his blood is confiftent with 
the righteoujne/s of God; for hereby fin is fully con- 
demned and punifhed ; the juftice of God has all 
its demands, and the law is“compleatly fulfilled ; 
and fo'the end of God is anfwered, which is to de- | 
clare ‘his righteoufnefs by it. Moreover, in the Iar- 
ter day, when there will be 4 redemption and de- 
liverance of the church’ out of all her troubles and 
diftreffés, her converts will manifeftly appear to be | 
all righteous, being juftified with the fpotlefs righ- 
reoufnefs of Chrift, J Ix. 21.0, bbe ete | 
M28. And the deftruttion of the trauf[erefors and 
of the fianers thall be ‘together, &c.] . Of the beaft 
and ‘falfe prophet, of the, followers of antichrift, 
the man of, fin, who are tranfgteffors of the law’ 
‘of God, and finners againft the Lord 5 the’ deftruc- 
tion of thefe, or the breaking of them into fhivers, 
as the word ° fignifies, fee Rev. ii. 27. will be at 
the time of Zion’s redemption, and make a part of 
it;’and it fhall be all at once and together; thefe 
‘finners ‘will’ be all together confumed out of the: 
earth, and thefe wicked antichriftian ones will be 
no more init, Pf civ. 35.. Rev. xviii. 8.° and they. 
“that forfake the Lord; bis word, his worfhip and 
ordinances; as the Papifts have manifeftly done, by 
fetting up their own unwritten traditions againft the 
word of God, by adulterating his ordinances, and in- 
‘troducing new ones, and by worfhipping images of 
. gold, filver, brafs and wood; wherefore they /hall be 
confumed , with the breath of Chrift’s mouth, and 
with the brightnefs of his coming, 2 Lheff. ii. 8. 
029. For they foall be afhamed of ihe oaks which 
ye have defired, &c.| ‘Though there is a change 
of perfons in the words, the fame are intended; 
and defign fuch, who béing convinced of the ido- 
latries of the church of Rome they have been fond 
of, and delighted in, will be afhamed of them, 
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little Before the deftruction of it; for tinder 6aks,!oe 
and fuch like green trees, idolatry fed to be com-"™ 


ye. yall be® confounded for the gare ems? Fie 
ve ‘the Far 
ye fhall be-afhamed 6Po> 
as before; urnifefse 
both claufes fhould rather Be underitood of the’déw!e 


| ttru€tion of ‘finners, ‘before {poken’ of; “who at that? 


time will be filled with fhame “and confufioh, they* 
in vain praying to theif idols, for help 5 “which'fénte- 
the sate ne es Bek ‘incline to. . ittecpewe it aes 
Y> 90: For ye foall be as an’ oak whofe leaf fadeth, 
&¢. J Phil be 'ftripped ‘of alt he asthe 
and felfconfidence; ‘and‘be'as ‘naked’ ahd’ 4s" bare- 
as an oak that’ has*caft its leavesS” dr thus; ana? 
way. of juft sega 4 fince they Havé'defired oaksy 
atid facrificed ynder:thern;’ they fhall® be" fke’them 
as in the winter’ time, {tripped ‘of “all ‘their’ riehes 
honour, fubftance, arid’ defirable ‘things 3 fee’ 
xVill. 1219. and asa garden that ath No'eoajery 
in which: the ‘herbs““and- plants are “dried rp" ane 
withered : “it fignifies. the uiicomfortable condition 
fiich thal’ bein, 2s" Bette: ° 1% Ok Sea 
¥.31, And the ftrong fhall be as dah Pie ; 
that frrong one, who is. eminently fo'y’ the little Lt 
whoft look is more ‘ftout than’ his’ fellows, Dam. 
vii. 20, the beaft who ad ‘great powerand authority 
given by the dragon, Rev. xii. 2, 4,7. Who fhall be 
caft alive into the lake'of fire; when he Will be‘like — 
tow in thofe devouring flamés, eafily, quickly, and 
irrécoverably confumed, Dam. vii. 1'1.° Revi xix.20. 
and the' maker of it as a'fpark, ‘or bis work 5" fo the 
Targum, *'and the work of theirhands fhall’be as’a 
“ fpark of fire;” or like the embers and afhes of 
a coal, which are blown away and loft at once: fo 
antichrift, and all his evil works, as well as all his 
evil workers under him, ‘will be entirely confamed: 
or, as, it may be rendered, be thot wroaght him, 
that is, fatan, for his coming is after the workin 
of fatan ; he has his feat, power and authority fre 
‘the dragon, the old ferpent, and the devil} and 
may ‘be truly called a creature of his, 2 The. Hoe 
and they foall both burn together ; both the*pope anh 
the devil: in the lake of fire and brimftone, into 
which they will both be caft, Rev. xx, 10. and none 
foall quench them ; that fire will be unquenchable 
and everlafting ; they’Il be tormented for ever and 
ever, and fo will all the worthippers of the beat, 
Matt. xxv. 41. Mark ix. 44. Rev. xiv: ae : 
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xx. 10. The Chaldee paraphrafe is, ‘““fo'the wiek- 
«¢ ed fhall be confiumed, and their evil works) “and 


and ‘relinquifh them, and come out of Babylon a |“ there fhall be no mercy upon them.” et 
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{ of the enlargement of Chrift’s kingdom and 
intereft, and of the glory of his church in ‘the lat- 
ter day, by the calling of the Gentiles, and_ the 
numerous converfions of them to it, and of the 
abolition of idolatry, and the deftruction of the 
antichriftian party. The infcription to it'is in ¥.1. 
the prophecy itfelf follows ; the date of it is the 

> laft days ; the fubje@t-matter of it, the kingdom, 
“intereft, and church of Chrift, fignified by the 


HIS chapter contains ‘a vifion or prophecy | 


° Uy contritio five confraatio, Syr. 
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mountain of the Lord’s houfe ; its lorious efta . 


is expreffed by its eftablifhment on the 
by its exaltation above the hills; and‘b 
numbers that fhould flock to it, and fhot 
courage one another to go up to ‘it, ‘in: 
eats tah ey of God, a wal  t 

“means of which is fhe kee d, that 
out of Fernfalem ; the effect of that is peace arr 
the nations: hence the houfe of Facod ise 

ed to walk in the light held forth By it, "y.2, 3: 


Ch. 1.13. 


and. forfaking fome that bear the chriftian ‘name, 
called the -houfe of ‘Yavob; namely; their heathenith 
fuperftition, idolatry, covetoufhels, and confidence 
in their riches; who are farcaftically called upon to 
hide themfelves.in the rocks for fear of the Lord, 
¥. 6,75 8, 9, 10. when the judgments of God-are 
denounced on the proud and. lofty, comparable to 
cedars, oaks, mountains, hills, high:towers, fenced 
walls, andfhips of the ocean,-at which time Chrift, 
and he alone, will be exalted, and idolatry utterly 
abolifhed 5. the confequence of which will ‘be°the 
uunoft- dread and terror to-all idolaters, y. 1121. 
and ‘the-chapter is concluded with an exhortation 
to fuch’ to. ceafe from the man of fin, and have 
him in’no’account, y. 22... 20) © ws 

oy a Lhe word that lfaiab the fon of Aniox farw, 
&c.} That is, the vifion which he faw, for a.new 
one here’ begins, though agreeable to what goes 
before; or! the prophecy of future things, which 
he had siven to-him ina vifionary way. “The Tar- 
gum paraphrafes it, ‘the word of prophecy, which 
* Saab, the fon of Amoz, prophefied;”?:or the 
thing, the decree, as fome chufe' to render it, the 
purpofe of ‘God concerning things to come,.;which 
was yevealed’ to the prophet, and he here declares : 
concerning Fudeb anf Ferufalem; the church ‘and 
people of God, and what fhould befal them and 
their enemiés in the latter’ day: this  infcription 
ftands for this, and the three following chapters. 
«$2. Andit fhall come to pafs in the laft days, &c.] 
The days of the Meffiah, as Aden Ezra rightly in- 
terprets it; and it is a rule laid down by Kimchi 
and Ben Melech, that wherever the laft: days are 
‘mentioned, the days of the -Meffiah are intended. 
‘Fhe days of the Meffiah commenced in the latter 
part of ‘the Old Teftament-difpenfation, or Fewifh 
world, towards the clofe of their civil and church- 
ftate, at the end of which he was to come, Had. 


i... and “accordingly did, which is called the end 


“of the world, and the laft days; that is, of that 
ftate, (Hed. i, 2. and ix. 26. 1 Cor. x. 11: ‘and 
ufhered in the world to come, or gofpel-difpenfa- 
‘tion, whichis properly the days of the Meffiah, 
reaching ‘from his firft to his fecond coming ; the 
‘firft of which were the times of ‘ohn the Baplift, 
*Chrift-and.his apoftles ; the later days of that dif- 
penfation take in the rife and reign of antichrift, 
¥ Tim. iv.\1, 2, 3. the laft days of it are thofe, 
*which bring in the perilous times, the fpiritual 
‘reign -of Chrift, and the deftruction of antichrift, 
“and “which will precede: the perfonal ‘coming of 
“Chrift, 2 Fim. iii. 1—5. 2 Pet. iii. 4, 5. and thefe 
“are the days here referred to. That the mountain 
of the Lord’s houfe fhall te efablifbed in the top of the 
mountains 5 by the mountain of the Lord’s houfe is 
meant, ‘not ‘mount Moriab,.on which the temple 
was built, as’ Kimchi interprets it; nor the temple 
itfelf, as the Targum, though in the laft days of 
it, and at the firft coming of the Meffiah, that had 
a greater glory than ever it had before, through 
the perfonal prefence of Chrift in it; through the 
-effafion of the Holy Spirit wpon the apoftles there, 
.-on the day of Pentecoft; and through the gofpel 
-being, firft preached here by Chrift and his apoftles, 
_ from whence ‘it went forth into all the world, as 
. “is afterwards predicted it thould ; but the kingdom 
_ 20f Chrift,) which is his church, is here defigned ; 

walled the Lord’s houfe, becaule of his building, and 
where he ‘dwells, and which he will at this time 
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and then the reafons are given of God’s rejecting 


If 


beautify and:glorify 5 the materials: of it are lively 
ftones, or true believers, laid on Chrift) the foun-; 
dation, into which there *is’no right entrance» but: 


through faith in him, who is the door,, and-where: 
is plenty’of provifions ;'therpillars and. beams of, 
it‘are the minifters of the!gofpel; and. its: windows: 
‘are the ordinances y here Chrift is: as a fon over his. 


own houfe 5 he is the mafter of vit,) the’ high-priefk; 
and prophetin it; and his fervants are the itewards| 


of it, to give to every one'their portion ; 'and-happy: 


are they: that have a naméiand:a place inuit :) and 
it is called the mountain, in allufion to mount Zion,, 
on which the temple ftood; -becaufe of:itmimmove=) 
ablenefs, being fecured in theveverlaftingyand: elect 
ng love of God, and inthe unalterable: covenant 
of grace, founded. on the rock Chrift,andoguard- 
ed by the mighty power of God. ‘This isdfabliby 
ed in ‘the top of the mountains’; in Chri, -who is 
higher than’ the. kings: of the: earth, sfignified! by 
mountains, Revixvii. 9, Tonwho is thes head of 
all: principality ‘and power ¢ not:in«their firft’heady 
or in-themfelves, is the eftablifhment of the faints, 
but in*Chrift, 2 Cora: 21. he vis the: ftabilicy>of 
their perfons, of their.grace, «and of their life, fpi- 
ritual°and eternal. Here it feems to denote the fus 
periority of the kingdom and intereft of Chriftyoto 
all civil and religious ftates; \the fettlement :anc fes 
curity of it; its ftanding above them, »and iconti-+ 
nuance when they fhall be-no more, even.all -anti- 
chriftian ftates; both Papal, Pagan, and Mabometan, 
Rev. xvi.tg9, 20, and xix.20. Daz. ii.44. and shall be 
exalted above the bills; mount Zion is above’mount 
Sinai, or the gofpel-difpenfation is preferable to the 
legal one. It is an obfervation of Farchi; that it 
fhall be exalted bya greater fign or miracle ‘that 
fhall be done in it, than-was done in Sixaz, Carmel 
and Tabora, the law was given on Sinai, and: many 
wonders wrought; but on Ziow the Meffiah: him- 
felf appeared, and his gofpel was publifhediand mi- 
racles. wrought by him. And in the latter day, 
when Chrift, and he alone, fhall be exalted, as he 
will at the time this prophecy ‘refers to, ¥. 11, ‘17. 
the church will be exalted, the glory of the Lord 
will be rifen upon her ; the .intereft of Chrift will 
exceed all other interefts’, -his religion will be the 
prevailing one ; the kingdoms of this world will 
become his ; and his dominion will be from fea ta 
fea, and from the rivers to the endjof the earth. 
This may alfo denote the vifibility of the kingdom 
and church of Chrift ; it will be as a city ona hill; 
and however obfcure the church is now, being in 
the wildernefs, it will at this time be vifible to all.: 
and ail nations fhall: flow unto it ; that. is, «many 
out of all nations “fhall-be «converted, :and. comé 
freely and willingly to join'themfelves to the church 
of Chrift; they fhall-come in great numbers, in 
company together, and that continually like flow- 
ing ftreams ; they fhall firft flow tothe Lord, and 
to his goodnefs, and then to*his chur¢h and ordi- 
nances; fee Jf lx. 45.5, 11. Fer xxxis a2. 
¥.°3. And many people fall go and fay; 8c. This 
is a prophecy of the numerous’converfions among 
the Gentiles in the latter day, and agrees with Zech. 
vill. 20, 21, 22, 23. and even the author of the 
old Nizzachon ? interprets it of the gathering of 
the people to the Meffiah. «Come ye, and let us go 
up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the houfe of the 
God of Facob; the church of Chrift, fo called; fee 
the note on ¥.2. This exprefies the concern that 
truly gracious fouls have for the houfe of God, and 
his worfhip in it; they go. up tov it, ‘ws Soret 
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both as their duty and their privilege ; and which 
they do frequently and conftantly, with much fpiri- 
tual pleafure, tho’ fometimes with difficulty, finding 
their account in it, and knowing it is for the glory 
of God; and not content with fo doing themfelves, 
they encourage others to do fo likewife; either pro- 
feffors of religion with them, who are negligent 
and backward, thro’ a fpirit of flumber and floth- 
-fulnefs on them; thro’ lukewarmnefs, coldnefs, and 
leaving their firft love ; thro’ an over-love to the 
world, and the things of it; and thro’ a vain con- 
ceit of themfelves, as being as knowing as their 
teachers, or wifer than they: or elfe fuch who have 
made no profeffion, who are quite ignorant of di- 
vine things, thefe they endeavour to bring with 
them, out'of love to their fouls, that they may be 
under the means of grace, in order to their con- 
verfion ; and fuch as are enquiring the way to Zion, 
with their faces thitherwards, thefe they encourage 
to join with them in holy fellowhip ; and in all 
they fet an example by a conftant attendance them- 
felves ; they don’t ftir them up to go alone, either 
one or other, but propofe to go with them. See 
Pfal. cxxii. 1. and he will teach us of bis ways ; 
that is; the Lord the God of acob, the covenant- 
God and Father of his church and people, who 
often in this prophecy go by the name of Facob , 
he is the teacher, and there is none teacheth like 
him ; and happy are they who are taught of God, 
’ and who have heard and learned of the Father, and 
come to Chrift: he taught men by his fon, when 
here on earth ; who was a teacher that came from 
God, taught the way of God in truth, and with 
authority, as the Scrives and Pharifees did not ; and 
then by his fpirit, fent after him to teach all things, 
and bring all things to remembrance ; and fince by 
his apoftles and minifters, who have gifts, anda 
commiffion to teach men; tho’ all human teachings 
are of no ayaij, without a divine bleffing, unlefs 
accompanied with the anointing, which teacheth all 
things ; and which will be abundantly beftowed in 
the latter day, when all the children of Zion, and 
that come to the houfe of the Lord, will be taught 
of God. Kimchi fays, the teacher here is the king 
Meffiah ; the ws to be taught are Gentiles, aliens 
from the commonwealth of [/rae/, and ftrangers to 
the covenants of promife, whom Chrift, under the 
gofpel-difpenfation, has given his minifters a com- 
miffion to teach ; and here defign fuch as are hum- 
ble fouls, and fenfible of their ignorance, and who 
know fomething of Chrift, and believe in him; yet, 
as they know but in part, they defire to know 
more. 
‘the Lord; his ways of love, grace, and mercy, in 
the falvation of men; the fteps he took in eternity 
towards it, by confulting and contriving the bett 
method of it, forming it in his fon, and agreeing 
with him in covenant about it, and chufing the 
perions in him he defigned to fave: and alfo his 
goings forth in time, by fending his fon into this 
world, to obtain falvation for them ; and his fpirit 
into their hearts, to apply it to them ; likewife the 
ways which he prefcribes, and directs his ‘people to 
walk in, fuch as the ordinances of the gofpel, and 
every path of duty : and the place where thefe are 
taught, is the church of God, and to this {chool 
all that defire to learn fhould go; and there is ever 
fomething more and more of thefe ways to be 
learned ; for they are not all learnt at once, only 
part of his ways; and it is but a {mall portion we 
know of thefe in the prefent ftate, which God -has 
taken in order to bring about our falvation. 4nd 
4 a 
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we. will walk in bis paths; in Chrift, the way, by. 
faith, and in all his ordinances and paths of duty, 
according to the rule of his word; in imitation of 
him, and as he walked; in a dependance on his 
wifdom, grace, and ftrength, continuing therein ; 
for walking is a progreffive motion, and defigns a 
feries and courfe of obedience and. perfeverance in 
it: for out of Zion foall go forth the law, and the. 
word of the Lord out of Jerufalem; by which is 
meant, the law or doétrine of the Meffiah, J/-xlii. 4. 
for the Hebrew word = 71n, fignifies any. doc-, 
trine, and fo the evangelical one, the law or doc- 
trine-of faith, of juftification by faith in Chrift’s 
righteoufnefs, Row. iii. 27. together with all other 
doétrines. of the fame kind;, called the word of 
the Lord, which the Lord Chrift is the author, 
preacher, fum and fubftance of ; the word of righ- 
teoufnefs, peace, reconciliation, life and falvation by 
him. This firft began according to his commiffion 
and direétion to be preached at Yerufalem, and from 
thence it went forth into all the world ; and it is in 
Zion, in the church of God, it is now preached, and 
will be more clearly and fully in the latter day ; 
and fo is an argument, and an encouraging reafon 
to engage perfons to go up thither and hear it. ; 
¥.4. And he fhall judge among the nations, &c.] 
or, it fhall judge; either the mountain of the Lord’s 
houfe, as Abarbinel thinks, that is, the church ; 
for in the fpiritual reign of Chrift, in the latter 
day, the judgment fhall be given to the faints of 
the moft high, and they fhall poffefs the kingdom; 
the power of civil government will be in their hands, 
and they fhall judge the world; for kings will then be 
nurfing fathers to them, and queens nurfing mothers, 
Or the law and word of the Lord, the gofpel, 
which judges men now, and declares who are con- 
demned, and who are not; and will judge them 
at the laft day: or Le fhall judge, that is, the Meffiah, 
as Aben Ezra, Kimchi, and Ben Melech interpret it; 
he fhall be King over all the earth ; the kingdoms 
of this world will become his, and his dominion 
will be from fea to fea, and from the rivers to the 
end of the earth: and /ball rebuke many people, either. 
the church fhall rebuke by her minifters, whofe work 
it is to reprove and rebuke for, and to convince of 
both immorality and error ; or the word preached 
by them, which is the means of the conviétion and 
converfion of finners ; or Chrift by his fpirit, whofe 
office it is to reprove and convince the world of fin, 
righteoufnefs and judgment. It is a prophecy of 
numerous converfions among the Gentiles, in the 
latter day: and they fhall beat their fords into plough- 


The things taught them are the ways of | hares, and their {pears into pruning books ; inftru- 


ments of war fhall be no more ufed, but fhall be 
turned into inftruments of hufbandry, much more 
advantageous and ufeful to mankind. Nation fhall 
not lift up fword againft nation, neither fhall they 
learn war any more. ‘This clearly proves that this 
prophecy belongs to future times; for this has 
never yet had its accomplifhment in any fenfe; not 
in a literal fenfe; for though there was an uni- 
verfal peace all the world over, at the birth of 
Chrift, in the times of Auguftus Cefar; yet there 
afterwards were, as our Lord foretold there would 


be, wars, and rumours of wars, and nation fhould _ 


rife againft nation, and kingdom againft ¥ 
and fo it has been, more or lefs, ever fince ; nor in 


a fpiritual fenfe, for tho’ Chrift has made Agee 


the blood of his crofs, and came and p 
by his minifters, and wherever the gofpel of peace 


takes places, it makes men of peaceable di 
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and reconciles them, as to God and Chrift, andthe - 


way 
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way of falvation by him, fo to one another; and 
it is peace faints arg called to, and when ‘grace is 
in exercife, it rules in their hearts; and yet there 
have been fad contentions and quarrels among the 
people of God, and which yet {till continue ; but 
in the latter day-glory, or fpiritual reign of Chrift, 
this prophecy will be fulfilled in every fenfe; for 
after the hour of temptation is over, that hall try 
all the earth, after the flaying of the witneflés and 
their rifing, after the battle at Armageddon, when 
the beaft and falfe prophet will be taken and caft 
alive into the lake of fire, there will be no more 
wars in the world, nor any perfecution of the faints; 
and then will the peaceable kingdom of Chrift ap- 
pear, and all his fubjects, and the members of his 
‘church will live in the utmoft unity and harmony 
together ; they fhall no more envy and vex one 
another ; and of this peace, there will be no end, 
Pf, \xxii. 7. If ix. 7. and xi. 6, 7, 8—13. thefe 
words are applied to the times of the Meffiah, both 
by antient * and modern Fews *. 
¥. 5. O bonfe of Facob,-&c.] This is either 
an exhortation of the prophet to the men of his 
generation, to attend to the light of the law, which 
the Lord had given them, as Aven Ezra and Kim- 
ehi; or rather, as the Targum and Farchi fuggett, an 
exhortation of the nations to the people of J/rael, 
and are indeed the words of the converted Gentiles, 
to the people of the ews, being concerned for their 
converfion and {fpiritual welfare, as will appear in 
the latter day; when they will not only encourage 
one another to go up to the houfe of the Lord, as 
in the preceding verfes, but will be very folicitous 
that the Jews, the pofterity of Facob, fhare with 
them in all that light and glory that fhall be rifen 
upon Zion; as follows: come ye, and let us walk in 
the light of the Lord; meaning either Chrift, in whom 
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God is 
given, and the glory of all the perfections of the 
divine nature is difplayed ; who is that light that 
dwells with the Lord, was fent forth by him, and 
¢ameé into this world as the light of it, and is given 
for a light to the Gentiles, as well as the glory of 
the people of J/rael ; and who is the author of all 
light ; of corporal light, in the firft creation ; of 
the fun, moon, and ftars; of the light of nature 
in every man; of the light of the gofpel of the 
race of God ; of the fpiritual light of grace in the 
Gees of his people ; and of the light of eternal 
glory: or elfe the gofpel is intended, called the light 
of the glorious gofpel of Chrift, 2 Cor. iv. 4. by 
which fome are only notionally enlightned, and 
fome fpiritually and favingly, when it is attended 
with the fpirit of wifdom and revelation in the know- 
Jedge of Chrift: or rather, the light of the latter 
day-glory, which includes the other two; when 
Chriit and his gofpel will be more clearly revealed 
and feen, not only by the watchmen, who will fee 
eye to eye, but by all the faints; when the light of 
the moon fhall be as the light of the fun, and the 
light of the fun feven-fold, as the light of feven 
days, and the whole earth fhall be lightned with 
its glory, Jf. xxx. 26. Rev. xviii. 1. and to walk 
in this light, as it refpeéts Chrift, is to walk by 
faith in him, to go on in believing views of him, 
and to walk in imitation of him, and as he direéts ; 
and as it refpects the gofpel, it is to embrace it, 
profefs it, hold it faft, and hold it forth; and to 
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walk as that prefcribes and guides, and as becomes. 
it; and to walk as children of the light, wilely 
and circumfpectly, worthy of the vocation of God, 
of the grace he calls by, and the kingdom he calls 
to:. and to walk in the light of the latter day- 
glory, is to enjoy it, and hare in all the bleffings 
of it, with perfeverance therein, thro’ the grace of 
God; and fuch walking is pleafant and comfortable; 
{uch fhall have the communion of God and Chrift, 
and fellowfhip one with another, and at laft enjoy 
the light of life. See Yobmviii. 12. and xii. 35, 36. 
1 Fobni, 7. Rev. xxi. 23, 24, 

¥.6. Therefore thou haft forfaken thy people, the 
houfe of Facob, &c.| Thefe words contain a reafon 
of the divine conduct, in calling the Gentiles, and 
rejecting the Fews, beeaufe of the fins of the latter 
hereafter mentioned ; tho’ fome, as the Targum and 
R. Mojes, refer this to the J/raelites ; and read, de- 
caufe ye have forfaken, &c. and interpret it of their 
forfaking the Lord, his worfhip, and his law. What 
is hereafter faid, does not agree with the ews, lite- 
rally underftood, neither in the times of J/aiah, nor 
when they returned from Badylon, nor in the times 
of Chrift, nor fince the deftruction of Ferufalem, or 
in the latter day, a little before their converfion ; 
for after the Batylonifh captivity, they were not 
given to idolatry, nor did they abound in riches, 


| and much lefs fince their difperfion among. the na+ 


tions ; nor will this be their cafe in the latter day ; 
wherefore Kimchi applies the whole to the times of 
Solomon, when the land abounded with gold and 
filver, with horfes and chariots, and-with idolatry 
alfo, in the latter part of his life : but it feems bett 
to interpret this of antichrift and his followers, 
who call themfelves the people of God, and the 
houfe of Facob, fay they are Fews, but are not, and 
are of the fynagogue of fatan; and are therefore re« 
jected of the Lord, and will be given up to utter 
ruin and deftruction, for the evils found in them, 
hereafter charged with. Becaufe they be replenifhed 
from the eaft, or more than the eaft *, than the eaft- 
ern people, the Syrians and Chaldeans ; that is, were 
more filled with witchcrafts and forceries than they, 
as Kimchi explains it ; of the forceries of the Romifh 
antichrift, fee Rev. ix. 21. and xviii. 23. the words 
~nay be rendered, becaufe they be full from of old 
time‘, or as of old, or more than they were of 
old; namely, fuller of idols than formerly ; fo the 
Targum paraphrafes it, ‘* becaufe your land is full 
“* of idols, as of old;” and fo Rome papal is as 
full of idols, or fuller, than Rome pagan was, | 
Some, as Aven Ezra, underftand this of their being 
filled with the wifdom of the children of the eaft, 
1 King. iv. 30. and others, of the riches of the 
eaft: and are foothfayers like the Pbiliftines,; who 
were a people given to divination and foothfaying, 
1 Sam, vi. 2. andfome of the popes of Rome have 
ftudied the black art, and by fuch wicked means 
have got into the papal chair ; for under this may 
be included all evil arts and fallacious methods, by 
which they have deceived themfelves and others ¢ 
and they pleafe themfelves in the children of ftrangers 
being brought into their convents, monafteries, and 
nunneries ; the priefts and nuns vowing celibacy and 
virginity, and contenting themfelves with the chil- 
dren of others: or they love ftrange flefh, delight 
in fodomitical practices, and unnatural lufts with 
boys and men; wherefore Rome is called fon 
an 
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and Egypt, Rev. xi. 8. or they content and delight 
themfelves in the laws, cuftoms, rites, ceremonies, 
and doétrines of other nations ; many of the Gen- 
tile notions and practices being introduced into the 
faith and worlhip of the church of Rome ; where- 
fore the papifts go by the name of Gentiles, Rev, xi. 
2-18. The Targum is, ‘* and they walk in the 
“< laws of the people,” or ftudy ftrange fciences, 
and not the ftatutes and laws of God; {fo fome in- 
terpret it, as Ben Melech obferves, and who alfo 
mentions another fenfe fome give, that they pleafe 
themfelves in images they renew daily. . 

y¥.7. Their land alfo is full of filver and gold, 
&c.] Procured by pardons, indulgences, maffes, 
praying fouls out of purgatory, tithes, annates, 
Peter’s pence, €c. neither is there any end of their 
treafures ; laid up in the pope’s coffers, in their 
churches, monafteries, and convents : their land is 
alfo full of borfes, neither.is there any end of their 
chariots ; for the cardinals, arch-bifhops, bifhops, 
&%c. to ride on and in. Horfes and chariots are 


mentioned among the wares and mertchandife of 


Rome, in Rev. xviii. 13. 

¥. 8. Their land alfo is full of idols, &c.] Of the 
Virgin Mary, and of faints departed, whofe images 
are fet up to be worfhipped in all their churches, 
and had in private houfes: and they worfbip the 
work of their own bands, that which their own fingers 
have made; namely idols of gold, filver, brafs, 
‘wood and ftone, Rev. ix. 20. 

¥. 9. dnd the mean man boweth down, and the 
great man humbleth himfelf, &c.| Both high and 
low, rich and poor, bow down unto, humble them- 
felves before, and worfhip idols made by the hands 
of men: the words for the mean man and the great 
man are T278 and wx, Adam and Jb; and which 
are alfo interpreted by archi of little or mean men, 
and of princes and mighty ones : therefore forgive 
them not; their fins of foothfaying, covetoufnefs, and 
idolatry ; and fuch that worfhip the beaft and his 
image fhall not be forgiven, but drink of the.wine 
of divine wrath, and be tormented with fire for ever 
and ever, Rev. xiv. 9, 10,11. Thefe are either 
the words of the prophet to the Lord perfonating 
the church, and imprecating evils on antichriftian 
worfhippers; or of the angel to the chriftian powers, 
exhorting them not to {pare Badylon, Rev. xviii. 6, 
7. fome refer thefe words to the mean and great 
men bowing down and humbling themfelves, and 
read them in connexion with them thus, and lifts 
not up unto them, that is, the head or foul; fo 
Aben Ezra, who alfo obferves, that the word earth 
may be wanting, and fupplied thus, and the earth 
foall not bear thems they fhall be deftroyed from 
off it, both the idols and the worfhippers of them. 
See Pf. x. 16.-and civ. 35: 

¥. 10. Enter into the rock, and bide thee in the 
dujfi, &c.| As it was when Rome pagan was de- 
ftroyed, the kings, princes, and freemen called to 
the rocks to fall on them and hide them, Rev. vi. 
15, 16. fo it will be at the downfall of Rome papal, 
when the kings and merchants of the earth, who 
have been concerned therewith, will ftand afar off, 
as for fear of her torment, Rev. xviii. 10, 15: fo 
for fear of the Lord, and for the glory of bis majefty ; 
left he fhould pour out his wrath and vengeance 
upon them, and be a confuming fire to them, be- 
tore whofe glory and majefty they'll not be able to 
ftand ; for this is to be underftood not of a filial 
reverence of God, but of a fervile fear of punith- 
ment, and thefe words are farcaftically faid, fug- 
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gefting that rocks and mountains will be no prow 
tection or fecurity for them. _ bis Ie 4 a 

¥. 11. Lhe lofty looks of man foall be bumbled, ®c.J | 
Particularly of the man of fin, the fon of perdition, 
who oppofeth and exalteth himfelf above all"that is 
called God, affuming that to himfelf which belongs 
to God ; looking down with contempt UPB ae 
behaving haughtily and infolently to all ow him; 
blafpheming the name of God, his tabernacle, ai 
them that dwell in heaven; he fhall be humble 
confumed, and deftroyed with the breath of Chri 
mouth, and the brightnefs of his coming, 2 Theff. 
ii. 4, 8. and the haughtinefs of man fhall be bowed 
down; of the followers of antichrift, who have 
boafted of their wifdom and knowledge, of their 
number, power, greatnefs and authority, of their _ 
wealth and riches, and of their merits and works 
of fupererogation ; their pride will now be ftained, 
and all their glory laid in, the duft: and the Lord 
alone foall be exalted in that day; in his divine per- 
fon, and in all his offices, and efpecially in his 
kingly office; he fhall be king over all the earth, 
the kingdoms of this world will become his, he 
fhall be the one Lord, and his name one, Zech. 
xiv. 9. Rev. xi. 15. this will be in the fpiritual 
reign of Chrift, in the latter day, or laft day of the 
go{pel-difpenfation, when the church will be exalt- 
ed, as in ¥. 2. and in the perfonal reign of Chrift 
it will ftill more appear, that he, and he alone, wilt 
be exalted by and among his people, among whom: 
his tabernacle will be, for then he will have no ri- 
vals; not only all rule, power, and authority among 
men will be put down, and the beaft and falfe pro- 
phet will have been caft alive into the lake of fires 
but fatan, the God of this world, will be taken and 
bound, and cdft into the bottomlefs pit, and fo re~ 
main during the time of Chrift’s thoufand years. 
reign with his faints on earth: this paflage is ree 
ferred by the Jews“ to the end of the fix thou- 
fand years, the world according to them fhall 
ftand. r 

y. 12. For the day of the Lord of Hofts, fees) 
Which is peculiarly his, which he has fixed 
appointed, and in which there will be a great dif- 
play of the glory of his power and grace: this fhall 
be upon every one that is proud and lofty, and upon every 
one that is lifted up, and he foall be brought low; ei- 
ther the day of his mighty power and efficacious 
grace fhall be upon them to convert them; when 
they who thought themfelves in a good eftate, rich 
and ftanding in need of nothing, fhall now per- 
ceive themfelves to be in a very poor, wretched and 
miferable one ; and when fuch who have trufted in, 
and boafted of their own righteoufnefs, and defpifed 
others, and would not fubmit to the righteoufhefs 
of Chrift, fhall now renounce their own, and ¢ aK ly. 
embrace his; and when thofe who prided em~- 
felves with their free-will-ftrength, and power, will 
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and without Chrift, his fpirit, and grace; and 


who fancied that their own right-hand could fave » ' 
them, will now fee that there is falvation in no 
but Chrift, and will proftrate themfelves. 
_and feek unto him alone for peace, p 
_oufnefs, and eternal life: or elfe.this 
of the Lord’s vengeance on his proud and haught 
enemies, who would not have him to reign ove 

them ; thefe fhall be as ftubble, when scart 
the Lord, which will burn like an oven, will con: 

fume and deftroy them, A/a/. iv. 1. 
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¥. 13. And upon all the cedars of Lebanon that are 
bigh and lifted up, &c.] That is, upon the kings 
ot the earth, who have committed fornication with 
Babylon, and will join with the beaft and falfe pro- 
phet ja making war with the Lamb. So the Zar- 
gum, Farchi, and Kimchi interpret it, of the kings 
of the nations, mighty and ftrong : and upon all the 
oaks of Bafhan; nobles, princes, governors of pro- 
vinces, as the fame writers explain the words, oaks 
being inferior to cedars: the day of the Lord will 
be upon thefe, and their deftrution come on at 
the battle of Armageddon, Rev. xix. 18, ig, 20, 
21. 

¥.14. And upon all the high mountains, and upon all 
the bills that are lifted up.| By which may be meant 
either kingdoms and cities belonging to the Roman 
jurifdiction, or churches and monafteries, arid fuch 
like religious houfes, and thie diffolution of them. 

‘See Rev. xvi. 20. 
*¥. 15. And upon every high tower, and upon every 
fenced wall.) Which may fignify every thing that 
erves to fupport and defend the antichriftian 
ierarchy, particularly the fecular powers. The 
Targum paraphrafes it, “* and upon all that dwell 
*¢in a high tower, and upon all that refide by a 

*< fortified wall.” 

y. 16. And upon all the fhips of Tarfbifo, &c.] 
Upon all the merchants and merchandifes of Rome. 
The Targum is, “* and upon all that dwell in the 
*¢ iflands of the fea.” See Rev. xvi. 20. and xviii. 11 
—19. Tarfoifo, as Vitringa obferves, defigns Tar- 
teffus or Gades in Spain, which muft bring to mind 
the memorable deftruction of the Spanijh Armado in 
1558, as he alfo notes. And upon all pleasant pittures , 
of Chrift and the Virgin Mary, of angels, and of 
faints departed, the papifts make ufe of to help their 

- devotion. The Targum is, ‘* and upon all that 
*< dwell in beautiful palaces ;” fuch as thofe of the 
pope and his cardinals at Rome, and of archbifhops 
and bifhops at other places. The Septuagint verfion 
‘is, and upon all the fight of the beauty of fhips ; fach 
were the fhips of the Phenicians, which were very 
much ornamented, and beautiful to behold. 

¥.17. And the loftine/s of man fhall be bowed down, 
&c.] This, with what follows in this verfe, is re- 
peated for the confirmation and certainty of it; 
and alfo for the further explanation of what is be- 
fore figuratively and metaphorically expreffed. See 
the note on ¥. 11. ‘archi interprets that day, hete 
fpoken of, of the day of judgment ; and then in- 
deed every tongue fhall confefs, whether they will 
or no, that Jefus Chrift is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father, Pdil. ii. 11: . 

¥. 18. And the idols he fall utterly abolifo.] "The 
images of faints worfhipped by the papifts: after 
the deftruction of antichrift, and when the fpiritual 
reign of Chrift takes place, there will be no idola- 
try or worfhipping of images any more, fee Zech. 
xiii. 2.. The word =°5*5x, ufed for zdols, figni- 
fies things that are not, for an idol is nothing in 
the world, 1 Cor. viii. 4. thefe the Lord will caufe 
‘to pafs away, even all of them, they fhall difap- 
“pear. 

i ¥. 19. And they foall go into the holes of the rocks, 
‘and into the caves of the earth, &c.] ‘That is, the 
Y ‘worfhip ers of idols, as they are bid to do, ¥. 10. 
for fear of the Lord, and for the glory of bis majefty, 
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15 
(fee the note on ¥. 10.) when be arifeth, out of his 
place; archi fays, at the day of judgment, but 
it refpects the judgment of the great whore, and 
the time when Babylon the great {hall come in re- 
membrance before God: to jhake terribly the earth ; 
at which earthquake, or fhaking of the earth, that 
is, a revolution of the antichriftian ftate, the tenth 
part of the city will fall, and fevén thoufand men 
of naine be flain, Rev. xi. 13. and xvi. 18, rg. and 
fo the Targum paraphtafes it, “‘ when he fhall be 
** revealed, to break in pieces the wicked of the 
*¢ earth ;” which will be done by him, as the vef- 
fels of a potter are broken to fhivers, Rev. ii. 27. 
¥. 20. In that day, a man foail caft his idols of 


Silver, and bis idols of gold, &c.| Being affrighted 


at the terrible fhaking of the earth, and at the glory 
and majefty of Chrift, which will be feen in his 
witnefles and people, at the time of his fpiritual 
coming, and the deftruction of antichrift; info- 
much that they fhall caft away their idols, and re- 
linquifh their idolatrous practices, and give glory 
to the God of heaven, Rev. xi. 11, 12, 13: which 
they made each one for himfelf to worfbip, every one 
having their peculiar idol, the work of their own 
hands; which {hows their grofs ignorance and wretch- 
ed ftupidity : to the moles, and to the bats; that is, 
either they fhall leave them to perfons as blind and 
ignorant as moles and bats; or rather they fhall 
caft them into the holes which moles make, and 
bats have recourfe unto. The Targum makes thefe 
the objects of worfhip, rendering the words, ‘* that 
*¢ they may worfhip the idols and images ;” and 
the Fewi/b writers interpret them of images worfhip- 
ped in the form of moles and bats ; tho’ we never 
read of thofe creatures being worfhipped. Moles 
were facrificed to Neptune”. Kimchi refers this text 
to the times of the Meffiah; and fome of their an= 
cient writers * apply it to the Meffiah, and to his 
arifing and appearing in the land of Galilee. 

¥. 21..To go tito the clifts of the rocks, and into 
the tops of the ragged rocks, 8&c.] ‘That is, the ido- 
laters fhall either go there themfelves ; or they fhall 
caufe their idols to go there, thither they thall caft 
them ; tho’ the former fenfe feems the beft, becanfe 
of what follows, for fear of the Lord, &c. See the 
notes on ¥. 10, 19. 

¥. 22, Ceafe ye from man, whofe breath is in bis 
noftrils, &cc.| From that many, meahing antichritft, 
the man of fin; who is but a meré man, a poor, 
frail, mortal man; tho” he ‘fits in the temple of 
God, as if he was God, fhewing himfelf to be God, 
by taking that to himfelf which belongs to the deity. 
This is advice to the followers of antichrift, to 
ceafe from going after him, and worfhipping him, 
feeing he is not the living God, but a dying man: 
for wherein is he to be accounted of ? The Targum 
is, ** for he is alive to-day, and to-morrow he is 
«¢ not, and he is to be accounted as hothing ;” 
and much lefS as Peter’s fucceffor, as head of the 
church, and vicar of Chrift, and as having all 
powet in heaven, earth, and hell. It may be ap- 
plied to men in general, in whom no confidence is 
to be placed, even the gfeateft of men, P/ cxviii. 
8, 9. and particularly the Egyptians, in whom the 
Fews were apt to truft, who were men, and not 
God ; and whofe horfes were flefh, and not fpirit, 
ch. xxxi. 3. fo Vitringa ; but the firft fenfe is beft. 
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rious calamities, on account of their fins, which 
would iffue in their entire ruin and deftruction, 
They are threatened with a famine, ¥. 1. with a 
remoyal of ufeful men in church and ftate, and 
in common life, y. 2, 3. with ignorant and effe- 
minate governors; the confequences of which would 
be oppreffion and infolence, ¥. 4, 5. yea, that fuch 
would be their ftate and condition, that men, tho’ 
naturally ambitious of honour, would refufe to have 
the government of them, ¥. 6, 7. the reafons of 
thefe calamities, and of this ruin and fall of them, 
are their evil words and aétions againft the Lord, 
which were highly provoking to him; and their 
impudence in finning like Sodom, which was to their 
own hurt, y¥. 8, 9. yet in the midft of all this, ’tis 
the will of God that the righteous fhould be 
told it fhall be well with them, with the reafon of 
it ; when it fhall be ill with the wicked, as a juft 
recompence of reward, ¥. 10, 11, the: errors and 
miftakes of the people are attributed to their childifh 
and effeminate governors, ¥.12. wherefore the Lord 
determines to plead their caufe, and contend with 
their elders and rulers, becaufe they had fpoiled and 
devoured the poor, ¥. 13, 14, 15. and particularly 
the women are threatened for their pride and luxury, 
to have their ornaments taken from them, which 
are particularly mentioned, ¥. 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 
21, 22, 23, 24. and the chapter is concluded with 
a prophecy, that their mighty men fhould perifh by 
the fword in war, and the city fhould be defolate, 


¥. 25, 26. 


¥. 1. For bebold, the Lord, the Lord of Hojfts, 
&c.] Thefe titles of Jehovah, expreffive of power 
and authority, are ufed to fhew that he is able to 
execute what he threatens to do; and the word Ze- 
hold is prefixed, to excite attention to what is about 
to be faid: doth take away from Ferufalem, and from 
Judea; the prefent tenfe is ufed for the future, be- 
caufe of the certainty of what would be done to the 
Jews, both in city and country ; for as in the pre- 
ceding chapter it is foretold what fhall befall the 
antichriftian party among the nations of the world, 
this is a prophecy of the deftruction of the Jews by 
the Romans; at which time there would be a dread- 
ful famine, fignified by the taking away the /fay and 
the flaff, the whole fiay of bread, and the whole ftay 
of water; bread and water being the ftay and ftaff 
of man’s life, which fupport and maintain it; and 
in cafe of difobedience, a famine was threatened this 
people very early, and in much fuch terms as here, 
Lev, xxvi, 26. and as there was a very fore famine 
at the fiege of Ferufalem by Nebuchadnezzar, Fer. 
lii. 6. fo there was a very dreadful one when the 
city was befieged by the Romans, as related by Fo- 
Sephus, and predicted by-Chrift, Matt. xxiv. 7. 

¥.2. Lhe mighty men, and men of war, &c.] 
The meaning is either that thefe fhould die in war, 
as.thoufands of them did; or that men fit to be 
generals of armies fhould be removed by death be- 
fore this time, fo that they fhould have none to go 
out with their armies, and meet the enemy: she 
judge and the prophet ; there fhould be none to fit 
upon the bench, and adminifter juftice to'the people 


ie this chapter the Yews are threatened with va-’ 


* T. Bab. Sabbaty fol. 15. 
* fate in loc. 
fatablus. 
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| are taken away from them. See 2 Kings. 
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in civil affairs, and to determine caufes relating to 
life and death ; and none to inftru¢t them in reli- 
gious matters, and deliver the mind and will of God 
to them ; and before this time the Jews were under 
the Roman jurifdiétion, and had a Romen governor 
over them, and had not power to judge in capit 
cafes, in matters of life and death, as they faggett 
Fok. xviii. 31. and they fay *, that forty years” De 
fore the deftruction of the temple, this power was 
taken from them; and at the time that Yerufalem 
was befieged, and taken by the Romans, and before 
that, they had no prophets among them; for tho’ 
there were prophets in the chriftian churches, yet 
none among them ; this fhows that this. prophecy 
cannot be underftood of the Babylonijh captivity, 
becaufe there were prophets then, as Yeremy, Eze- 
kiel, and Daniel, but of Ferufalem’s deftruétion by 
the Romans: and the prudent and the antient, with 
whom are wifdom, and who are fit to give advice 
and counfel in matters of difficulty; but thefe 
would be removed by famine or fword. The firft 
of thefe words is ufed fometimes in an ill fenfe, for 
a diviner or foothfayer, Deut. xviii. 1o—14. T e 
Fewifh writers * interpret it of a king, according to’ 
Prov, xvi. 10..and it is certain they were without 
one at this time, and have been ever fince, Ho/. iii. 4. 
¥. 3. The captain of fifty, &c.] A femi-centurion, 
fuch an one as in 2 Kings i. g—11—13. So far 
fhould there be from being captains of thoufands, 
and of hundreds, that there fhould not be one of 
fifty : and the honourable man; by birth, breeding, 
and behaviour, thro’ riches and greatnefs; and one 
of power and authority among the people, and in 
their favour and efteem: and the counfellor; one 
able to give advice in matters of moment and 
difficulty, and in controverfy between man an 
man; it fuggefts that nothing fhould be done wi 
advice and counfel, with wifdom and difcretion, 
but all tumult and fedition, as the hiftory of thele 
times fhews : the Fews > interpret this of one that 
knows how to intercalate years, and fix the months; 
and the cunning artificer ; in any kind of metal, gold 
filver, brafs, and iron, and in any fort of wood, 
and in any kind of manual and mechanical bufinefs; 
which would now be laid afide, fhops fhut up, . 
and all trade and bufinefs neglected and difcou- 
raged, occafioned partly by the fiege without, ane 
chiefly by their inteftine divifions and robberies, anc 
by their zealots and cut-throats, which fwarmed 
among them, The Septuagint render it, the wife 
architeét, or mafter-builder ; the fame word is uf 
by the apoftle in 1 Cor. iii. 10:, and the elogue 
orator; who has the tongue of the learned, a 
can {peak a word in feafon to the diftreffed, or wh 
is able to plead at the bar the caufe of the inp 
and oppreffed, the widow and the fatherlefs. 
Ezra interprets it of one that is fkilful_in inchant- 
ing ferpents; that charms wifely, as in P/- lviii. 5. i 
may be rendered, one that underftands inchantment * 
with the Septuagint it is a prudent bearer ;. ad s th 
cafe of a nation when men of fo much | fe: 
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¥. 4. And will give children to be their princ S, 
&c.] Either in age, or in underftanding, whe 
really fo, or act like fuch ; and in ei 
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this is the cafe, it is an unhappinefs to a nation, 
Eccl. x. 16: and babes foall rule over them, which is 
the fame as before. ‘The Targum is, ** the weak 
 fhall rule over them,” fuch who are weak in 
their intellectuals, or are of mean pufillanimous 
{pirits, effeminate, as the Vulgate Latin verfion ren- 

ers it; and fo as children are oppofed to the an- 
tient, that fhould be taken away, thefe are oppofed 
to men of might and courage, who would now be 
‘wanting: or men of illy/ions, as in the margin ; fuch 
as were fubtle as foxes, and fhould deceive them, 
and impofe upon them, and were audacious and 
impudent, and would mock at them, and defpife 
them. So Farchi and Abarbinel, and according to 
this fenfe of the word, the Sep/uagint, Syriac, and 
Arabic verfions render it, mockers fhall rule over 
them. 

¥.5. And the people fhall be oppreffed, every one 
by another, and every one by his neighbour, &c.] 
There being no governors, or fuch as were unfit 
for government, no decorum was kept and ob- 
ferved, but a mere anarchy; and fo every one did 
as he pleafed, as when there was no king in J/rael ; 
and every one rufhed into the houfe of his neigh- 
bour, and plundered his goods ; this was the cafe 
of Ferufalem, at the time of the fiege, it abounding 
with robbers and fpoilers: the child fhall behave 
himfelf proudly againft the antient ; thew no refpect 
to them, nor honour them, as the law requires in 
Lev, xix. 32. but behave infolently towards them ; 
and fo the Fews fay 4, that when the fon of David 
is come, as he now would be, young men fhall 
make afhamed the faces of old men, and old men 
fhall ftand before young men: and the bafe againft 
the honourable, perfons of a mean birth and extract, 
. would rife up againft and infult fuch as were men 
of families and fortune, of noble birth and of high 
degree. 

¥. 6. When a man fhall take hold of his brother, 
of the houfe of his father, &c.} One of the fame 
country, kindred, and family; for only one of their 
brethren, and not a ftranger, might rule over them, 
Deut. xvii. 15. this taking hold of him may defign 
not jo much a literal taking hold of his perfon, his 
hand or garment, much lefs ufing any forcible mea- 
fures with him ;, tho’ indeed the Yews would have 
took Chrift by force, who was one of their brethren, 
and would have made him a temporal king, which 
he refufed, as this man did here fpoken of, Yobx vi, 
15. but rather an importunate defire, and intreaty, 
urging him, as follows, faying, thou haft cloathing, 
be thou our ruler, that is, he had good and rich 
cloathing, fit for a ruler or civil magiftrate to ap- 
pear in, which every one had not, and fome fcarce 
any in thofe troublefome times : and let this ruin 
be under thy band; that is, let thy care, concern, 
and bufinefs be to raife up the almoft ruined ftate 
of the city and nation ; and let thy hand be under 
it, to fupport and maintain it. The Zarzum is, 
* and this power fhall be under thy hand ;” thou 
fhalt have power and government over the nation, 
and the honour and greatnefs which belong unto 
it, and all fhall be fubjeét unto thee. The Septua- 
gint renders it, let my food be under thee, or from 
thee, as the Aradic verfion. 

¥.7. In that day fall he fwear, 8c.| Or lift up, 
that is, his hand *, which was a gefture ufed in 
fwearing, and therefore is fo rendered ; the mean- 
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ing is, that he fhall at once immediately give an 
anfwer, and for the folemn confirmation of it thal} 
annex an oath to it, faying, I will not be an healer, 
or a binder ; that is, of wounds, of political wounds, 
made in the nation, and which were incurable. See 
J. i. 6. for the meaning is, that he neither was fit 
to be, nor could he be, a healer of the diftempered 
{tate of the nation, it was fo defperately bad. The 
Targum is, “* 1 am not fit to be an head or go- 
“* vernor ;” and fo Kimchi explains it, of a gover- 
nor, who, he fays, is fo called, becaufe he binds 
and imprifons thofe that tranfgrefs his commarids ; 
and to this fenfe Yarchi and Abarbinel: for in my 
houfe is neither bread nor cloatbing; not a fufficiency 
of either to fupport fuch grandeur and dignity; not 
enough to keep a proper table, and a fuitable equi- 
page : make me not a ruler of the people; this fhews 
that the ftate of the nation muft be very bad in- 
deed, that men who are naturally ambitious of 
power and honour, fhould refufe government when 
offered to them. 

¥.8. For Ferufalem is ruined, and Fudah is fallen, 
&c.] This is a reafon given why the government 
of them is refufed; they were fallen into fuch a 
ruinous condition, that there was no probability of 
recovering them. And the reafon of this their fall 
and ruin is, becaufe their tongue and their doings are 
againft the Lord; againft the Lord Jefus Chritt, 
whom they reproached and vilified as an impoftor, 
a blafphemer, and a feditious perfon ; and whom 
they {pit upon, buffeted, fcourged, and crucified: 
to provoke the eyes of his glory, whofe glory, as feen 
by fome in the days of his humiliation, was as the 
glory of the only begotten of the Father; and upon 
his afcenfion, he was crowned with glory and ho- 
nour: and as his eyes faw, as well as his ears heard, 
all their blafphemy and wickednefs ; fo they refu- 
fing to have him to rei) over them, he was pro- 
voked to come in his kingdom with power, and. 
caufe his wrath to fall upon them to the utter- 
moft, in the deftruction of their country, city, and 
temple. 

¥.9. The few of their countenance doth witnefs 
againft them, &c.| The word tranflated /hew, is 
only ufed in this place. Some derive it from 433, 
to know, in the conjugations Piel and Hiphil, and 
render it, the knowledge of their countenance‘, that 
is, that which may be known by their countenahces ; 
the countenance oftentimes fhews what is in the 
heart, the cruel difpofition of the mind, the pride 
and vanity of it, the uncleannefs and lafcivioufnefs 
that is in it; to this our verfion agrees, and which 
is confirmed by the Chaldee paraphrafe, ‘‘ the know- 
“« ledge of their countenance in judgment doth 
“ teftify againft them ;” as they appear there, fo 


it may be judged of them; their guilt flies in 


their face, and fills them with fhame and confu- 
fion; and fo the Septuagint and Arabic verfions 


render it, the /bame of their face, but others derive 


it from “43M, which has the fignification of hard- 
nefs in the Arabic language, and as it is thought 
by fome to have in Hob xix. 3. and render it, the 
hardnefs of their countenance, {fo R. Fofeph Kimchi, 
and others *, meaning their impudence®; not only 
their words and aétions, but their impudent looks, 
fhew what they are; which agrees with what fol- 
lows: and they declare their fin as Sodom, and bide it 
nol; Commit it openly, without fear or fhame ; 


glory 


fom mort oan 


Schindler renders the Arabic word pa, bacar, impudence. Vid, Catlel. Lexic. col. 846. : ? 
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glory in it, and boatt of it, as the Fews did in their 


crucifixion of Chrift, and their evil treatment of 
him : wa to their foul, for they bave rewarded evil 


unto themfelves; they have brought upon themfelves, 
foul and body, the juft recompence of reward, they 


have been the caufe of their own ruin, and have 


wronged their own fouls. 


y. 10. Say ye to the righteous, that it thall be 
well with him, €%c.] The Lord always has fome 
righteous ones, in the worit of times, whom he 
can, and does diftinguifh, fingle out, and take care 
of; and it is his will that they fhould be comforted 
by his prophets and minifters, who feem to be the 
perfons to whom thefe words are directed, left they 
fhould be diftrefled with what is foid unto, and 


what they fee is coming upon, the world, or upon 
a nation in general: and it will be, and is well 
with fuch, when calamities are on a nation, in a 
time of famine, war or peftilence, under any af- 
fiction whatever, at death, and at judgment, and 
to all eternity; the Lord has the higheft regard 
for them; Chrift’s richteoufnefs, by which they are 
denoininated righteous, fecures them from wrath, 
and entitles them to glory; they are bleffed now, 
and will be happy hereafter. So the Targum, “‘ fay 
“¢ ye to the righteous, ye are bleffed,” pronounce 
them fuch as they are: fome render it,“/ay to the 
righteous, that be do good‘, exhort him, excite and 
encourage him to it; fuch who have believed in 
Chrift for righteoufnefs, ought to be careful to 
maintain good works: others, fay to the righteous, 
own him, fpeak well of him, for it is good; or fay 
to him, that be is good*, a happy man. The 
Sepiuagint and Arabic verfions, very foreign from 
the text, and fenfe of it, render the words, /aying, 
let us bind the juft man, for be ts unprofitable to us ; 
as if they were the words of the wicked Fews, re- 
fpecting Chrift, the juft one, fo called farcaftically 
by them; and the reafon of the righteous man’s 


happinefs follows: for they fall eat the fruit of their 


doings; both of what Chrift has done for them, as 
their head and reprefentative, by whofe righteouf- 


nefs they are jultified , and of what they have done 
themfelves, under the influence of his fpirit and 


grace; which being done from a principle of grace, 


are rewarded with a reward of grace, and not of 


debt ; fuch enjoy a confcience-peace now, which 
is the work and effect of righteoufnefs, and fhall 
receive the reward of the inheritance, which is not 
of the law, but by promife, and of faith, and fo 
by grace. 

y¥. 11. Wo unto the wicked, it fhall be ii] with 


him, €c.] In time, and to eternity, in times of 


public calamity, and under all afflictions, and ad- 
verfe difpenfations of providence; he has no God 
to go to; all that befalls him is in wrath; at death 
he is driven away in his. wickednefs; at judgment 
he’ll_ be bid to depart, as curfed, and his portion 
will be-in the lake of fire, with, devils and damned 
{pirits for ever. Some 'render it, wo to the wicked, 
evil; or who is evil, who is exceedingly bad, a very 
great-finner, the chief of finners, fuch as the So- 
domites were, finners before the Lord exceedingly, 
Gen, xiii. £3, to whom thefe men are’ compared, 
¥.9. So the Targum, ‘wo to the ungodly, whofe 
“* works are evil :” the Jews, as they diftinguifh 
between a good man, and a righteous man, fo be- 


tween a wicked man, and an evil man; there are! fo the Targum, “* ye have opprefied VW 
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fay they", a righteous good man, and a righteous’ 
man that is not good; but he that is good toGod, ~ 
and good to men, he is a righteous good man; ‘he’ 
that is good to God, and not good to men,: he is 
a righteous man, that is not good; and there are 
a wicked evil man, and a wicked man that is not 
evil; he that is evil to God, and evil to men, he 
is a wicked evil man; he that is evil to God, and 
not evil to men, he is a wicked man that is not 
evil. See Rom.v. 7, 8. for the reward of his bands 
foall be given him, in righteous judgment, in ftrié 
juftice, as a juft recompence of reward; nor fhall » 
he have reafon to complain of unrighteoufnefs in’ 
God. ¥waG 
y. 12. As for my people, children are their op-” 
preffors, &cc.] Or rulers ; for w3, in the Ethiopic’ 
language, fignifies a king: or exaéfors, asin Jf Ix. 
17. princes are fo called, becaufe they exaét tri+’ 
bute of their fubjects, and fometimes in a tyran= 
nical and oppreffive manner, and fo get the name™ 
of oppreffors. The fenfe is the fame with W 4: 
The words may be rendered, as for my people, every 
one of their governors is a child", not in age, * but 
in underftanding : and women rule over them, or~ 
over him®; either over the people of I/rael, as Alexan- 
dra before Hyrcanus, and Helena queen of the Adia-~ 
benes ; or over the child their governor, as women 
had great*influence over their hufbands, the gover-" 
nors of Fudea, in thofe times, as Herodias, Bernice, 
and Drufilla; or it may be underftood of men, 
weak, effeminate, and given to pleafure: O my 
people, they which lead thee, as the former may de- 
fign their political governors, this their ecclefiaftic 
rulers, who were to direct and lead them in’ the 
paths of religion and truth. Some render the” 
words, who praife thee, as the Targum; or blefs 
you, or call you blefed, as the Septuagint and Arabic 
verfions, tho’ guilty of the moft flagitious crimes : 
caufe thee to err, or wander from the way of 
God’s commandments, and deftroy the way of thé 
paths, by turning them out of the right way; by 
enjoining them the traditions of the elders; by 
taking away the key of knowledge from them, and” 
not fuffering them to go into the kingdom of 
heaven, or attend the miniftry of the gofpel and or- °) 
dinances; as did the Scribes and Phari/eés, who © 
were blind leaders of the blind. Filia tbs 
¥.13. The Lord flandeth up to plead, 8c.] His 
own caufe, or the caufe of his fon againft the Jews 
that rejected him, and the Scrides and Pharifees that®-* 
led them to an ill opinion of him; and flandeth to 


frig 


judge the people. Both expreflions thew indignation” 


and refentment ; he rifes up out of his place, and ©» 
ftands up in defence of his caufé, and avenges him=) © 
felf on a wicked and ungrateful people: it feems i>" 
to have reference to the judgments of God on thes ~ 
people of the Fews, the tribes of J/rael, “o MA aks 
¥.14. The Lord will enter into judzment withthe 
antients of his people, and the princes thereof, Bees} © 
Both civil and ecclefiaftical, the princes}: chief + ~ 
priefts, and elders of the people, who ee 
felves, and took counfel together againft the L K 
and his Chrift; would not fuffer the’ ple to be «* 
gathered to him; fought his life, ind a Taft t t! 
it away. For ye have eaten up the vineyards or * 
burnt it’; the houfe of //7ael, and of Judgh, com. 


Chititex. 15—19. 2 S\ A 


thefe.are the hufbandmen our Lord fpeaks of, that 
beat the fervants that were fent for the fruits of the 
vineyard, and at laft killed the heir, Mott. xxi. 
34—41. Lhe fpotl of the poor is in your houfes , 
the Pharifees devoured widows -houfes, and filled 
their own with the fpoil of them, Matt. xxiii. 14. 
¥.15. What mean ye, that ye beat my people to 
pieces, &c.] Reduce them to the utmoft poverty ; 
fo the Targum, “* wherefore do ye impoverifh my 
“< people ?” as they did by exacting tithes of all 


that they pofiefled, by requiring large fums for | 


their long prayers; and by various traditions, they 
enjoined them to obferve: and grind the faces of the 
poor; either by {miting them on the cheek, as Chrift, 
who became poor for our fakes, was {mitten by 
them ; or by bringing them into fuch low circum- 
ftances, by their exorbitant demands, that they had 
not fufficiency of food to eat; by which means 
their faces became pale, thin, and meager. Suaith 
the Lord Ged of Hofts ? who faw all their actions, 
and was able to plead his peoples caufe, and take 
vengeance on their opprefiors. 

¥. 16. Moreover the Lord faith, becaufe the daugh- 
ters of Zion are haughty, &c.} The wives or daugh- 
ters of the rulers, princes, or elders; thefe were 
high, affected to look high and tall, and therefore 
ftretched out their neeks, and walked on tip-toes ; 
or were lifted up with pride, which is the root and 
fource of all the vanity exprefied in their gefture 
and ornaments. nd walk with firetched-forth necks 
or throats, looking high, and above others, and 
upon them with contempt and difdain ; this is a fign 
of pride: See P/.Ixxv.5: and wanton eyes; either wink- 
ing with their eyes to others to follow them to their 
houfes, as Kimchi interprets it ; fo Farchi thinks it 
is expreffive of their looks, as we, of wanton looks ; 
and the Septuagint render it, with winking of eyes 
fo the Syriac and Arabic verfions, or painting their 
eyes; {0 the Targum, “ they walk with their eyes 
“© painted,” as Zezabel painted her face, 2 Kings ix. 
30. Sée Fer. iv. 30. MYIp'D, in the Talmudic lan- 
guage, is ufed ‘ for vermilion, or red-lead, with 
which they painted their eyes, as they did alfo with 
mew § black-lead. Walking and mincing as they 
£0; jumping and dancing as children in the ftreets 5 
or ufing the like gefture as thofe who beat upon’a 
drum; or walking in even paces, in a foft and de- 
licate manner ; all -which fenfes Kimchi * obferves in 
the word. The whole is rendered by the Septua- 
gint, and in the walk of their feet, or as they walk 
together, drawing their coats upon the ground after 
them, which makes a noife. The Targum is,’ with 
hair rolled up, bound up and plaited. 4zd making 
a tinkling with their feet; having a fort of bells 
hanging’ on them, as Kimchi thinks, which made 
a noife as they went. Of the word here ufed, and 
the fenfe of it, fee more on ¥. 18. The Targum 
renders it, provoking with their feet, either the luft 
of men; or the anger of the Lord, as the Syriac 
verfion ; the Septuagint and Arabic verfions, playing 
with the feet. . 

y¥. 17. Therefore the Lord will {mite with a fcab, 
the crown of the bead of the daughters of Zion, &c.] 
This is oppofed to the lifting up of their heads in 
that haughty manner they did, and to the binding, 
_ and plaiting, and curling of their hair, which now 
will fall off, thro’ the fcab or leprofy upon them, 
or muft’be obliged to be fhaven off. And the Lord 
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will difeover their -fecret parts; the Vulgate Latin 
renders it, their bair, which is their glory, 1 Cor: xi. 
6. The Zergum is, and the Lord fhall take away 
their glory. . Che Syriac and Arabic verfions render 
it their fex, that which’ diftinguifhes their féxy of 
which dben Ezra and Kimchi interpret ‘it ; ‘than 
which nothing could be more diftreffing: and into: 
erable, being worfe than baldnefs of the head, and 
yet common with captives ; and the Septuagint ren- 
der it their habit: the meaning is, they fhall be 
firipped of their fine apparel, and be clothed in 
rags, fo that their nakednef§ fhall be feen: An 
enumeration of the feveral particulars follows, 

¥. 18. In that day the Lord will take away the 
bravery of their tinkling ornaments about the feet, &e.} 
With which they made a tinkling as they'went, y. 
16. it being about the fhoe, and made a noife; ‘or 
feeing the word ufed fienifies focks, and is fo ren- 
dered, Pro. vii. 22. it may defign fome fort of at- 
tire about the feet, as golden chains, as the Ta/- 
mudifts fay *, which being faftened to both, direéted 
their motion in walking, and prevented them taking 
too large fteps: or rather thefe may intend fome 
ornaments of the feet, ufed by the eaftern nations; 
which, according to Golius, as related by De Dieu 
on the place, were plates of gold, one or two fin- 
gers broad, and fometimes four, which were put 
about the ankles of infants of rich families; not to 
make a tinkling, nor to direét their walk, but for 
ornament, and to diftinguifh them from the meaner 
fort. The Yargum renders it, the ornament of the 
fooes, thefe were put about the place where the 
thoes were tied ; and in the Za/mud * the word is 
explained by. p37 1p, /boes ; which the Glofs 
interprets of wooden fhoes: the. Septuagint, Sy- 
riac, and Arabic -verfions, are the ornament of their 
cloathing ; as if this was the general name for the 
particulars that follow : and. their cauls, -the attire 
of the head, of net-work : the word is ufed in the 
Mifna™, for the ornament of cauls ; which was, 
as one of their commentators * fays, a picture made 
upon the caul for omament; it was placed upon 
the fore-head, and reached from ear to ear; and it 
was made by itfelf; fo that it might be removed, 
and put upon another caul. Under thefe cauls 
they plaited their hair ; hence the Sep/uagint render 
the word the plaiting and the curls’; and to the fame 
purpofe the Syriae and Arabic verfions. | And their 
round tires like the moon; thefe were not tires for the 
head, as our'verfion fuggefts ;\ much leis were they 
clafps, buckles, or ftrings for the fhoes, in the 
form of a half-moon; fuch as were the /unule which 
the Roman fenators had on their feet, to diftinguifh | 
them from the common people ; and were ufed by 
Evander and the Arcadians, to fhew that they fprung 
from the moon; which cuftom the noblemen of 
Rome followed ; and fome fay ¥ they put them under 
their feet, fee Rev. xii. 1. but thefe were ornaments 
wore about the necks, fuch as thofé which were 
found upon the necks of the kings of Midian, and 
even upon the necks of their camels, Fudg. viil. 27, 
26. where the fame word is ufed as here; they 
were no other than bracelets, necklaces, or golden 
chains, in the form of the moon; and the wordiis 
in the Talmud * rendered F>p3 iy, chains. See By- 
nus de Calceis Heb. |. t. ¢. 9. 
' y¥. 19. Lhe chains, &c.] According to Kimchi 


and R. Levi ben Gerfon on Fudg. viii. 26. thefe were | 
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drop-bottles, or vefiels of gold, in which were put 
ftacte or balfam ; and the former fays here, they 
were fuch, in which balfam was put, and women 
hung about their necks; tho’ he obferves, fome 
interpret them of chains, which were made of {mall 
ftones of Bdellium, hence pure Bdellium is called in 
the Arabic tongue NIN ; and fo Farchi renders 
the word chains ; and they are called by this name, 


I SAIA H. Chiiit. ¥.20—24 


¥. 22. The changeable fuits of apparel, 8c.| To 
put on and off upon occafion; Kimchi fays, the 
were beautiful garments, and fo they ftand op 
to filthy ones, Zech, iii. 3, 4. fee Fudg. xiv. 12, 1g. 
and the mantles; or cloaks, as the Targum, Far- 
chi tranflates the word by Jed-cloaths, or cover- 
ings for the bed, fuch as tapeftry, rugs, quilts, @c. 
which were worked with purple ; hence the Septua- 


becaufe they hang about the neck, and drop upon| gint makes ufe of words to exprefs it by, of fuch a 


the breaft, and are in the form of precious ftones, 
bored and ftrung : and the bracelets; hand-bracelets, 
according to the Targum, fuch as Abraham’s fer- 
vant gave to Rebekah, Gen. xxiv. 22: and the muf- 
fiers; thefe were veils which covered the whole face, 
excepting the eyes, the fame that we call majks: it 
is faid ? of the Arabian women, that they went out 
moydoy4; that is, as Bartenora explains it, they 
were veiled about the head, fo that the whole face 
was covered, excepting their eyes ; tho’ Maimonides 
interprets them of little bells, which the Arabian 
women went out with; the Targum here explains 
the word by womens veils; tho’ fome think only 
the /pangles which were on them are meant, fo called 
from their trembling and fhaking miotion. 
¥. 20. The bonnets, &c.| ‘This word is ufed 
fometimes for the tire of the heads of men, Ezek. 
Xxiv. 17, 23. and even for the bonnets of the 
priefts, Exod. xxxix. 28. Ezek. xliv. 18. the Zar- 
gum renders the word crowns; the Fewifh women 
wore golden crowns on their heads, in the form of 
the city of Ferufalem, with which they might not 
o out on a fabbath-day>: and the ornaments of the 
egs ; and fo the Targum, ‘* the chains or bracelets 
** of the feet ;” with which Farchi and Kimchi 
agree ; but the word is ufed for a bracelet on the 
arm in 2 Sam. i. 10. and Aven Ezra fo interprets 
it here : and the head-bands; the word is rendered 
altire in Fer. ll. 32. according to Farchi, they were 
fhort binders with which the hair was bound. up, 
and fome of them were wrought with gold; but 
with Aben Ezra they were binders about the neck 
or throat: and the tablets; in the Hebrew text, the 
houjes of the foul‘ , and were, as Aben Ezra, Farchi, 
and Kimchi think, ornaments which women hung 
between their breafts on the heart, or over-againft 
it; they feem rather to be fmelling-bottles, as the 


Vulgate Latin verfion renders the words, which they | particularly new married women : 


fignification : and the wimples, according to Farchiy 
thefe were ¢owe/s or linnen clothes, with which they 
wiped their hands ; but according to Kimchi, they 
were veils with which women covered themfelyes 5 
and fo the word is rendered in Raéh iii. 15. and elfe- 
where ¢ he obferves, that fome interpret it of gloves; 
fome think aprons are meant: our Engljh word 
wimples, comes from the Dutch word wimpel, a 
muffler, or plaited linnen cloth, which nuns wear 
to cover their necks and breafts ; the word is alfo 
ufed for a ftreamer or flag: and the crifping pins; 
with which they ufed to part their hair, and curl 
their locks, and keep them fo: according to Kim- 
chi, they were purfes ; and fuch made of filk, and 
wrought with gold and filver, may very well be 
reckoned among the ornaments of women; and the 
word is rendered bags in 2 Kings v. 23. fome think 
needle-cafes are meant ; the word by which the Yar- 
gum explains it, feems to defign hooks or claps, 
with which women clafped their garments, that they 
might be kept clofe about them. 

¥. 23. The glaffes, &c.} Looking-glafies, by, 
which they dreffed themfelves, fee Exod. xxxviii. 8, 
and fo Kimchi explains the word; but elfewhere = 
he fays it fignifies thin garments, fo called, becaufe 
the flefh is feen thro’ them, being fo exceeding thin; 
which fenfe is favoured by the Septuagint verfion, — 
which renders it by ra daha Aoxwine, garments 
which the Lacedemonians wore, which were fo thin 
and tranfparent, that the naked body might be feen 
thro’ them: and the fine linnen; of which feveral of 
their garments and ornaments were made, and par- 
ticularly their veils, with which they veiled them- 
felves, as Farchi obferves: end the hoods, the word. 
is ufed for a diadem and mitre, J/- Ixii. 3. Zech. 
iii. 5. the Targum renders it crowns ; and iuch the, 
Fewifo women wore, fee the note on ¥. 20, and’ 
and the veils; 


carried in their bofoms to refrefh the fpirits, and|fo the word is rendered in Cant. v. 7. with which: 


fetch back the foul or breath when fainting and al- 
moft gone; the Targum renders it ear-rings, by 
which we render the following : and the ear-rings; 
fo Farchi and Kimchi, who fuggeft they are fo call- 
ed, becaufe the ear is the place where whifpering 
and muttering is ufed, which this word has the fig- 
nification of ; but, according to Aben Ezra, they 


were writings written in gold and filver, by way of|the woman is covered.with ; 


inchantment or charm; and the Arabic verfion ren- 
ders the word, boxes of amulets or charms 5 the word 
fignifies inchantments, fee Pf. \viii. 5. 


Jweet fell, there focll be a ftink, &c.] Inftead 
¥.21. The rings, &c.] On their finger, as Aben|/pice, or in the place where they put ; 
Ezra obferves : and nofe-jewels, the fame with the|mufk, or had their fmelling-bottles, . 


women covered their heads, either thro’ modefty,. 
or as.a token of fubjection to their hufbands, fee, 
Gen. xxiv. 65. 1 Cor. xi. 5—10. but according to 
the Targum and Kimebi, thefe were thin garments. 
which womeh wore in; {ummer-time ; archi fays. 
they are the fame which the French call Fermelan,. 
and are of gold, which. they put about. the, cloak; 
erhaps they were a. 

fort of umbrellas, to keep off me ee Bb ) 
¥. 24. And it foall come to pafs, “that inflead of 
of 


{pices, carried 


7% 


jewels on the fore-head or nofe, Ezek, xvi, 12. not}and aromatic ointment, balfam, and myrrh, and | 


that they hung upon the nofe, but were faftened|fuch like things *, namely, in their bofoms, th 
upon the fore-head, and hung down to the nofe,|fhould be a nk ot putrefaction, 
feeGen. xxiv. 22. and the margin there; an allufion|cers and difeafes of the body, Zech. xiv. 


arifinied 


to this is in Pro. xi. 22. tho’ Aufin fays, it was a| Septuagint, Syriac, and Arabic verfions, rend 


cuftom of the women of Mauritania, to put jewels| duff: or this may refer to the an 
in their nofe ; and which is ftill kept in Perfa, Ara-|hair with ointment of myrrh 


gia, and other countries, as travellers affirm. 


* Mifn. Sabbat, c. 6. §. 6. 
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there would be a fcab, giving an ill f{cent; y. 17. 
and infead of a girdle, arent; fuch as is made in 
times of mourning and diftrefs, or by the enemy. 
The Septuagint and Arabic verfions render it, a 
repe, inftead of fine curious girdles, wrought with 
gold and filver, they fhould have nothing but a 
rope about their loins. The Targum is, “* in the 
‘* place where they bind the girdles, fhall be marks 
“< of {miting ;” ftripes, cuts, fee J/. x. 34. as either 
by blows from the enemy, by whom they fhould 
be taken, or by the hand of God, being {mitten 
with fores and ulcers, fo that they fhould not be 
able to bear girdles upon them; or Aoles, in their 
cloaths or fkin: and inflead of well fet hair, bald- 
nefs; inftead of plaited hair, and’curled locks, kept 
in order, there would be fcabs, ulcers, leprofy, or 
fuch difeafes, as would caufe the hair to fall off, 
and leave a baldnefs. ©The Septuagint and Arabic 
verfions render it, inffead of the golden ornament of 
the head, thou fhalt have baldne/s for thy works ; and 
the Syriac verfion, inftead of gems, incifions: and 
inftead of a ftomacher, a girding of fackcloth ; the 
word for a fiomacher, is only ufed in this place ; 
according to Kimchi, it fignifies a very broad gir- 
dle ; but “den Ezra fays it was a thin garment em- 
broidered, which was put over all the reft of the 
cloaths ; perhaps fomething like a mantelet. ‘The 
Septuagint verfion renders it, inftead of the garment 
worked with purple; and fo the Syriac verfion, in- 
fread of their hyacinths, or purples ; and the Aradic 
verfion, infread of thy filken garment, thou fbalt be 
girt with fackcloth ; which was ufually done in times 
of diftrefs and mourning: and burning inftead of 
beauty, either thro’ the fcorching beams of the fun, 
being ftripped of their hoods and veils ; or rather 
this is to be underftood of carbuncles, and fuch 
fike hot burning ulcers in their faces, which once 
were beautiful, and they prided themfelves in ; 
tho’ the Hebrew word ‘5, feems rather to be a pre- 
pofition, than a noun; fo Farchi, whofe note is, 
- ** for this is fit to be unto them inftead of beauty, 
¢¢ with which they have prided themfelves,” or have 
lifted up themfelves; and fo in his glofs upon 
the Talmud *, where this claufe, with the context, 
is cited and paraphrafed, “for all thefe things hall 
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“* come unto thee inftead of thy beatity ;* and 
this claufe may be read in connexion with the fol- 
lowing, Jecauje of beauty, or inftead of beauty, thy 
men foall fall, 8c. ‘and fo the Zargum, ** this ven- 
** geance fhall be taken on them, becaufe they have 
“* committed fornication in their beauty; thy beau- 
**'tiful men fhall be killed by the fword.” The 
Syriac verfion is, becaufe their beauty hall be cor- 
rupted ; and thofé verfions which feem to have left 
out this claufe, yet retain fomething of it in the 
beginning of the next verfe. ‘The Vulgate Latin 
verfion is, “thy moft beautiful men alfo foall fall by 
the fword. The Septuagint and Arabic verfions be- 
gin it thus, and thy beautiful fon, whom thou loveft, 
Jeall fall by the fword. 

¥.25. Thy men fhall fall by the fword, &c.] OF 
the Romans; which would be a punifhment to the 
women for their pride and luxury, being deprived 
thereby of their hufbands : aid thy ‘mighty in the 
war; of Vefpafian and Titus, and which the Fews * 
call DINDDDN Sw oibdiD the war of Velpafian: 
in which great multitudes of men, even of mighty 
men, were flain. 

¥. 26. And ber gates fall lament and mourn, &c.] 
Thefe being utterly deftroyed; or there being none 
to pafs thro’ them, meaning the gates of the city 
of Ferufalem : and foe being defolate; clear of inha- 
bitants, quite emptied, and exhaufted of men; 
being laid even with the ground, and her children 
within her, Luke xix. 44. /hall fit upon the ground; 
being levelled with it, and not one ftone caft upon 
another ; alluding to the pofture of mourners, 
Fob ii. 13. Lam.i. 1, and ii. 9, 10. Our country- 
man, Mr. Gregory *, thinks that the device of the 
coin of the emperor Ve/pafian, in the teverfe of it, 
upon taking adea, which was a woman fitting’ on 
the ground, leaning back, to a palm-tree, with 
this infcription, Fudea Capta, was contrived out of 
this prophecy; and that he was helped to it by 
Fofephus, the Few, then in-his court. ‘The whole 
prophecy had its accomplifhment, not in the Bady- 
lonifb captivity, as Farchi fuggefts, much lefS in the 
times of Abaz, as Kimchi and Abarbinel fuppote, 
but in the times of Feru/falem’s deftruction by the 
Romaus. 


C H A Pp: IV. 


HE fir verfe of this chapter feems more 

properly to belong to the preceding chapter, 
which declares fuch a {carcity of men, thro’ the 
deftruétion of them in war, there predicted, that 
there fhould be feven women to one man; who, 
contrary to their natural modefty, would make fuit 
to him ; and contrary to cuftom, propofe to pro- 
vide their own food and raiment, only defiring to 
be called by his name. After which, y. 2. follows 
a prophecy of Chrift, who is defcribed by his names, 
the branch of the Lord, and the fruit of the 
earth ; and by proper epithets of him, as fuch, 
beautiful, glorious, excellent and comely ; and by 
the perfons to whom he is fo, the efcaped of L/rael, 
to whom various bleffings are promifed; as the 
fanGtification of them, the fource of which is their 
eleétion, and the means of it the fpirit of judgment 
and burning, ¥. 3. 4. and the protection and pre- 
fervation of them, by the Lord’s creating, as for 
Hrael of old, a cloud of fmoke to reft upon them 
by day, and a fhining of flaming fire by night, 
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and by beirig himfelf a tabernacle to fkreen them 
from heat in the day, and a place of refuge to 
cover them from ftorm and rain, ¥. 5, 6. 


y. 1. And in that day, feven women fhall take bold 
of one man, &c.] Not in the days of d4baz, when 
Pekab, fon of Remaliah, flew in Fadab an hundred 
and twenty thoufand men in one day, 2 Chron. xxviii. 
6. as Kimchi thinks ; for tho’ there was then fuch 
a deftruction of men, yet at the fame time, two 
hundred thoufand women, with fons and daugh- 
ters, were carried captive by the J/raelites, y. 8. 
but in the days of Ve/pafian and Titus, and in the 
time of their wars with the ews; in which were 
made fuch flaughters of men, that there were not 
énow left for every woman to have an hufband ; 
and therefore feven, or a great many, fue to one man 
to marry them, contrary to their natural bafhfule 
nefs. It is a tradition of the Jews, mentioned 
both by Farchi and Kimchi, that Nebuchadnezzar 
ordered his army, that none of them fhould marry 

another 
* Notes and Obfervations, &c, p. 26, 27. 
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another man’s wife; wherefore every woman fought 


to get a hufband ; but the time of this prophecy 


does not agree with it: /aying, we will eat our own 
bread, and wear our own apparel; which ufed to be 
provided for wives by their hufbands, and that ac- 
cording to law, Exed. xxi. 10. but rather than be 
without an hufband, they promife, in order to en- 
gage him to marry them, to provide food and rai- 
ment for themfelves, by their own labour. The 
Arabic verfion adds, “‘ neither in any thing will 
<< we be troublefome:” only let us be called by thy 
name; \et us be married to thee, let us become thy 
wives ; for upon marriage the woman was called 
by her hufband’s name: to take away our reproach, 
of being unmarried, and having no offspring : or 
it may be rendered in the imperative, fake away 
our reproach'; fo the Targum, Septuagint, and Ori- 
ental verfions. The words may be accommodated 
in a fpiritual fenfe to fome profeffors of religion, 
who lay hold on Chrift in a profeffional way, but 
fpend their money for that which, is not bread, and 
live upon their own duties and fervices, and not on 
Chrift, and wear their own rags of righteoufnefs, 
and not his robe ; only they defire to be called by 
the name of chriftians, to take away the reproach 
of being reckoned pagans or infidels. 

¥.2. In that day fhall the branch of the Lord be 


beautiful and glorious, &c.] When the beauty of 


the Fewi/h women fhall be taken away, and their 
men fhall be flain; by whom is meant, not the 
righteous and wife men left among the Yews, as 
Farchi, and Aben Ezra; nor Hezekiah ; which is the 
fenfe of fome, as the latter obferves : but the Mef- 
fiah, as Kimchi, and fo the Targum, which para- 
phrafes the words thus, ‘* at that time fhall the 
“¢ Meffiah of the Lord be for joy and glory ;” 
and the Septuagint underftand it of a divine per- 
fon appearing on earth, rendering the words, for in 
that day God fhall fhine in counfel with glory upon the 
earth ; and fo the Arabic verfion. Chrift is called 
the branch, not as God, but as man, not as a fon, 
but as a fervant, as mediator; and it chiefly re- 
gards his defcent from David, and when his family 
was very mean and low; and a branch, being but 
a tender thing, it denotes Chrift’s ftate of humi- 
liation on earth, when he grew up as a tender plant 
before the Lord, and was contemptible in the eyes 
of men: and he is called the branch of the Lord, 
becaufe of his raifing up, and bringing forth. See 
Zech. iii. 8. and vi. 12. Fer. xxiii. 5. Jf, xi. 1. and 
yet this branch became deautiful, being laden with 
the fruits of divine grace, fuch as righteoufnefs, 
reconciliation, peace, pardon, adoption, fanctifica- 
tion, and eternal life; as well as having all his 
people, as branches growing on him, and receiving 
their life and fruitfulnefs from him: and glorious, 
being the branch made ftrong to do the work of 
the Lord, by his obedience and death; and efpe- 
cially he became glorious, when raifed from the 
dead, when he afcended up to heaven, and was 
exalted there at the right hand of God ; and when 
his Gofpel was fpread, and his kingdom increafed 
in the Gentile world, as it did, both before and 
after the deftruction of Ferufalem, the time here 
referred to; and which will be in a more glorious 
condition in the laft days ; and now he is glorious 
in the eyes of all that believe in him, and is glorified 
by them ; and when he comes a fecond time, he 
will appear in his own and his father’s glory, and 
in the glory of the holy angels, ud the fruit of 
the earth Shall be excellent and comely ; not the chil- 
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dren of the righteous, as Farchi; nor MN k TAY 
the doers of the law, as the Targum. See Rom. ii. 13. © 
but the Meffiah, as before, as Kimchi well obferves; 
called the fruit of the earth, to thew that he is not 
a dry and withered, but a fruitful branch, and 
which fhould fill the earth with fruit ; and becaufe 
he fprung from the earth as man, and was the fruit. 
of a woman, that was of the earth, earthly, < 

fo this, as the former, denotes the meannefs of 
Chrift in human nature, whilft here on earth; and. 
yet he became as thefe words foretold he fhould, 
excellent: he appeared to be excellent in his perfon 
as the fon of God, and to have a more excellent — 
name and nature than the angels, and fairer than 
the fons of men ; to be excellent as the cedars, and 
more excellent than the mountains of prey; to have 
obtained a more excellent miniftry than daron and 
his fons ; to be excellent in all his offices of pro- 
phet, prieft, and king; ‘and particularly in the 
fruits. and bleffings of grace, which grew upon 
him, and came from him, See Deut. xxxiil. 13-16: 
and comely, in his perfon, as God and man, in: 
perfections of his divine nature, and in the fullnef 
of his grace; and fo are his people, as confidered 


in him, who are made perfectly comely, thro’ the 


comelinefs he puts upon them: and fo he is for 
them that are efcaped of Ifrael; not beautiful and 
glorious, excellent and comely, in the view of all 
men, only them that believe, who. have feen his 
glory, and have tafted that he is gracious; thefe 
are the remnant according to the election of grace, 
the -preferved of J/rael, the chofen of God, and 
precious, who were faved from that untoward ge- 
neration, the Fews, and efcaped the deftruction of 
Ferufalem, and were faved in the Lord with an 
everlafting falvation. 4 
¥. 3. And it fhall come to pafs, that he that is left 
in Zion, and he that remaineth in Ferufalem,, &cc.| 
Thefe are the perfons to whom Chrift appears beau- 
tiful and glorious, excellent and comely, who will 
be left, and remain in Zion and Ferufalem, by 
which is meant the gofpel-church, or church as in 
the latter day ; in which thefe fhall continue, abide 
by the truths and doétrines of the gofpel,; and the 
ordinances thereof, and perfevere unto the end; 
even when Chrift fhall take his fan in his hand, 
and purge his floor of the chaff; when the filth of 
the daughter of Zion fhall be wafhed away by the 
{pirit of judgment and burning, as in the follow- 
ing verfe ;~when it fhall be a fhocking and fhaking 
time in the churches, and the hour of temptation 
fhall come, that fhall try thofe that dwell upon, 
earth ; thefe fhall be pillars in the temple of God, 
that fhall never go out. The doétrine of the faints 
final perfeverance is held forth in thefe words, as 
their fanétification and election are in the following 
claufes, which fecure it to them: they /hall be e 
holy ; in the original text it is added, unto him; ei- - 
ther the perfon left, it thall be faid to him, that he is 
holy ; or rather the branch; and Kimchi interprets it, 
becaufe of him; for thefe are accounted holy, th 
imputation of the holinefs of Chrift unto them; 
they are really and inherently holy, thro’ the gra 
Chrift implanted in them, they are called to 
to be faints, and they are called with an holy 
and unto holinefs ; and in effectual vocation 
ciples of grace and holinefs per nh 
and which appear in their lives and 
The principal m . 


eaning feems to be, that thofe wl 0 
fhall hold faft their profeffion, and hold out, and 
perfevere thro’ the trying difpenfation in the 
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day, they fhall be remarkably holy; they fhall 
fhine in the beauties of holinefs; holinefs fhall be 
upon their horfes bells, and they themfelves hall 
be holinefS unto the Lord, Zech. xiv. 20, 21. 
Tf, xxxv. 8. and Ix. 21. Yoel iii. 17. even every 
| one that is written among the living in Ferufalem; or 
every one that is written unto life™, that is, unto 
eternal life, as the Zergum paraphrafes the words ; 
and it is the fame with being ordained unto eternal 
lite, As xiii. 48. or predeftination unto life, which 
is a writing of the names of God’s elect in the 
book of lite: this writing is God’s writing, it is 
his act and deed, the aét of God the Father, and 
an eternal one, flowing from his fovereign will and 
pleafure, and is fure, certain, and intruftrable ; 
what is written is written, and can never be alter- 
ed ; and election being fignified by writing names 
in a book, fhews it to be particular and perfonal, 
not of nations, churches, and bodies of men, but 
of particular perfons ; and that it is irrefpective of 
faith, holinefs, and good works, and entirely un- 
conditional ; it is of naked perfons, and not as fo 
and {o qualified ; and that it is diftinguifhing of 
fome, and not others, whom God has an exact 
knowledge of, and calls by name: and this writing 
is unio life, or dives, as in the original text; not to 
a temporal life, but to a fpiritual and eternal one ; 
in coniequence of which, fuch become living, holy, 
and perievering chriftians in Feru/alem, in the church 
of God, and fhall be admitted into the new Feru- 
falem, and none elfe, Rev. xxi..27. and fo Farchi 
interprets it, every one that is written to the life of 
the world to come, or to eternal life, fhall be in 
Ferufalem;, and the Targum adds, “ and he fhall 
* fee the confolation of Ferufalem ;” from hence it 
appears, that election is the fource and {pring of 
holinefs, and the fecurity of the faints final perfe- 
verance, Rom. viii. 30. and is not a licentious doc- 
trine, but a doctrine according to godlinefs; holi- 
nefs is a fruit and evidence of it; whoever are 
written or ordained to life, become holy ; and thefe 
being brought to Zion, remain there, and perfevere 
unto the end. 
¥.4. When” the Lord fhall have wafbed away the 
filth of the daughters of Zion, &c.] By Zion is 
meant the church of Chrift in general, his myftical 
body, the general affembly and church of the firit 
born, written in heaven, Hed. xii. 22. and by her 
daughters, particular churches, that go by the name 
of chriftian churches, who are called the reformed 
churches, being fuch as are feparated from the 
church of Rome; among whom there is a great 
deal of filth, and which will be removed in the 
latter times of the gofpel difpenfation ; by which 
are defigned, all falfe doctrines, fuch as are con- 
trary to the deity and fon-fhip of Chrift, and the 
perfonality of the holy Spirit ; which derogate from 
the grace of God in election, juftification, pardon, 
and falvation; which detraét from the blood of 
Chrift, and deny his imputed righteoufnefs and fa- 
tisfaftion ; and which exalt the power and free-will 
of man, and tend to impurity and licentioufnefs ; 
thefe will all be removed, and the true doctrine, 
which fecures the glory of each divine perfon, af- 
ferts the free grace of God, falvation by Chrift, 
. the operations of the fpirit, and influences and en- 
to holinefs of life, will take place. This 
filth likewife includes all falfe worfhip; all- ordi- 
bg fo ; 
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nances and inftitutions of men; all corruptions in 
the ordinances of Chrift, baptifm, and the Lord’s 
fupper; all forms and modes of worfhip that are 
not of God; all offices and officers, except bifhops 
and deacons, which are of the man of fin; and all 
immorality and prophanenefs; and all wicked men, 
even all that offend and do iniquity, fhall be taken 
out of Chrift’s kingdom and churches; there will 
be a thorough clearing of his floor of all filth, 
dirt, and chaff. And jhall have purged the blood 
of Ferufalem from the midft thereof, that is, of the 
daughters. of Yerufalem, particular churches, of 
which the Ferujalem above is the mother; for this 
is not to. be underftood literally of the city of Fe- 
rufalem, nor of the blood of Chrift, and his {er- 
vants, fhed in it, purged away by the burning of 
it by the Romans; but of the bloodfhed and per- 
fecution in proteftant churches ; for a {pirit of per- 
fecution has prevailed in fome of them, but this 
fhall be no more feen in the latter day ; Chrift’s 
kingdom will be a peaceable kingdom, and of the 
peace of it there will be no end; as there will be 
no war in a civil fenfe, fo neither in a religious 
fenfe; all animofities, difputes, and contentions will 
ceafe. See Jf. ix. 7. and xi, 6, 7,8—13. and much 
lefs will there be any effufion of blood on account 
of religion, nor any that fhed it; as the Targum 
paraphrafes the words, ‘‘-and they that fhed in- 
*¢ nocent blood in Feru/falem, fhall be removed out 
“© of it:” it is added, dy the fpirit of jucgment, and 
by the fpirit of burning , the Targum is, ** by the 
“* word of judgment, and by the word of confiim- 
*¢ mation or perfection,” by the former is meant, 
a judicious fpirit, which the Lord will give to his 
churches and minifters; a fett of minifters will be 
raifed up, having the everlafting gofpel, which 
they fhall freely, fully, and openly preach unto all 
men ; by which means, the churches will be cleared 
of all falfe doétrines ; clear and diftiné light will 
be given to all the preachers of the word; the 
watchmen fhall fee eye to eye; and all Zion’s chil- 
dren be taught of God, and this fhall be univerfal 
all the world over; there will be a difcerning of 
fpirits of men and doétrines, whether of God, or 
no; by which good doétrines will be diftinguithed 
from bad ones, and good men from the wicked ; 
and this will be part of the judgment which will 
be given to the faints of the moft high, and will 
proceed from the {pirit of God; who will be poured 
out in a plenteous manner to guide the churches 
into all truth, as it is in Jefus: and by the latter, 
the fpirit of burning, is meant a burning Se 
zeal; a zeal according to knowledge, againft a 
falfe doétrine and worfhip, and for the pure doc- 
trine and worfhip of Chrift,; which will appear in 
chriftian minifters and churches, and alfo in chri- 
{tian magiftrates, who will hate the whore, and burn 
her flefh with fire; and who will be ftirred up by | 
the preachers of the gofpel, to pour out the plagues 
on the anti-chriftian ftates, Rev. xv. 6, 7. and xvii. 
16. and when the fire of God’s word will burn up 
all the wood, hay, and ftubble, which the day will 
declare ; and then will be the trying, winnowing 
time, and thofe that are left will be holy unto the 
Lord. 

_¥. 5. And the Lord will create on every dwelling 
place of mount Zion, 8&c.]} That is, on every par- 
ticular church of Chrift in gofpel-times, and efpe- 
cially 
Or, 
p. 88. N°. 428. which gives a reafon, why he that is left in 
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24 
cially in the latter day ; which are the dwelling 
places of Father, Son, and Spirit, and of believers 
in Chrift. ‘The word ® ufed fignifies, a place well 
fitted up, and prepared, and eftablifhed, and fettled; 
and fuch will be the chutches of Chrift in the latter 
day-glory ; they will be fitly framed together and 
built up, an habitation for God, thro the Spirit ; 
they will be beautified, and made glorious, and 
will be eftablifhed upon the top of the mountains, 
and be tabernacles that fhall not be taken down, 
whofe ftakes and cords fhall not be removed and 
broken, Epb. ii. 21, 22. If, lx. 7—13. and ii: 2. 
and xxxiii. 20. and fo will be fure dwellings, and 
quiet refting places; and happy will thofe be, who 
will be the inhabitants of them, fince they will 
have the beft of company, the beft of provifions, 
and all health and profperity, J xxxii. 18. and xii. 
6. and xxxiii. 24: and upon her affemblies,; or ber 
convocations ® ; in allufion to the holy convocations, 
and folemn affemblies of the J/raelites at their fefti- 
vals, Lev. xxiii. 2, 3,.4—7, 8—21—24—27—36. 
which are the churches of Chrift, as before, con- 
fifting of men called by the grace of God, with 
an holy calling ; called tobe faints, and fo are an 
affembly of faints, P/- lxxxix. 7. called by means 
of the gofpel, as the [raelites were by the blowing 
of the trumpets, to aflemble together, to hear the 
word, and attend every part of divine worthip, 
Numb. x. 2, 3. and as the invifible church is called 
Zion, and the general affembly, Hed, xii. 22. fo 
particular vifible churches are called affemblies, 
Eccl. xii. 11. Fam. ii. 3, and which will be very 
numerous in the latter day, and well attended. 4 
cloud and fmoke by day, and the fhining of a flaming 
tire by night ; alluding to the Lord’s going before 
the children of J/rae/ in the wildernefs, in a pillar 
of cloud by day, and in a pillar of fire by night; 
and to their being upon, and covering the tabernacle, 
when it refted ; and alfo to the cloud and fmoke 
that were upon mount Sizai, when the Lord was 
prefent there, Exod. xiii. 20, 21. and xix. g—18. 
Numb. ix. 15, 16. and as a cloud was frequently a 
fymbol of the divine prefence, both in the Old 
and in the New Teftament, 2yxod. xix. 9. and xl. 
34, 35. Lev. xvi. 2. 1 Kings vill. 10. Matt. xvii. 5. 
fo it may here fignify, that the prefence of God 
with his churches in the latter day will be very ma- 
nifeft and remarkable; he’ll be feen over them, 
and be the glory in the midft of them, Zech. ii. 5. 
and ix. 14. and it may alfo denote the gracious pro- 
teCtion of the churches by Chrift from all their ene- 
mies; as the cloud ftood between the J/raelites and 
the Egyptians, when they pafied thro’ the red fea, 
and fecured them from them, Exod. xiv. 19. as 
well as a cloud, is refrefhing and protecting from 
heat, as Chrift then will be from heat of every 
kind. See the note on the following verfe. And 
as the pillar of fire was to give light to the chil- 
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N this chapter, under the parable of a vineyard 

and its ruins, the Yews and their deftruction are 
reprefented ; the reafons -of which are given, their 
manifold fins and tranfgreffions, particularly enu- 
merated, with the punifhment threatened to them, 
and which is delivered in form of a fong. The 
vineyard is defcribed by the owner of it, a well- 
beloved one; by the fituation of ‘it, in a fruitful 
hill; by the fence about it, and care and culture 
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dren of J/rael, and direct them in their paffage thro” 
the wildernefs in the night-time; fo Chrift will be 
the light of his people, by the very great illumi+ 
nations of his fpirit, and the clear, preaching of 
the gofpel, which will give both light and heat 5 
and. from both which will arife fuch a bright’ fhin- . 
ing light, as fhall drive away the night of affliction, 
darknefs, defertion, and fleepinefs, which fhall pr 
cede this glorious day. See //: lx. 1, 2. and this wi 
be all the Lord’s doing, a work of his almighty 
power, and therefore fignified by a creation ; it will 
be a new, itrange, and marvellous work; wo r 
ful in the eyes of the faints, and in the eyes. of the 
world, that thofe who have been forfaken and hated, 
fhould be made.an eternal excellency, and -the joy 
of many generations, J/ Ix. 15. and Ixy.17,.18: 
for upon all the glory fhall. be @ defences the glory 
of the churches in the latter day, will greatly con= . 
fit in the prefence of God and, Chrift;, in the 
pouring forth of the fpirit. upon them-; in the ~ 
purity of gofpel-doctrine, worfhip, and difcipline - 
among them; in the holinefs of their lives and 
converfation ; and in the peace, harmony, and unity 
that fhall fubfift with them; and the defence of this 
glory will be partly the minifters of the gofpel, in 
the pure adminiftration of the. word and ordinanees, 
as means, but principally the Lord himfelf, who 
will be a wall of fire about them, and will appoint 
falvation, as walls and bulwarks to them, Zech. iis 
5: dfs KBVLLT. ‘ar or. 
¥.6. And there fall be a tabernacle, &c.} Chrift 
who tabernacled in our nature, and is the minifter 
of the true tabernacle, which God pitched, and 
not man; who will be fpiritually prefent in the 
word and ordinances, where the fhepherds pitch 
their tents; and who will be that to his people as 
fhepherds tents are to them, to which the allufion 
is: for a foadow in the day-time from the beat, from 
the heat of a fiery law, which works wrath; from 
the flaming fword of juftice, which calls for ven- 
geance ; from the wrath of God, which is poured 
forth like fire ; from fatan’s temptations, compared 
to fiery darts; and from the violence of perfecu- 
tion; for there will be no more after the laft ftrug- 
gle of the beaft, and the flaying of the witneffes : 
and for a place of refuge, until the indignation .be 
over and paft: as Chrift is a refuge for fenfible 
finners to flee unto for fafety, from avenging ju- 
ftice, and the wrath of God; fo he is a place of 
fecurity, and has his chambers of fafety for faints, 
from all dangers, and from every enemy, J/: xxvi. 
20,21: and for a covert from ftorm and from rain; 
from the blaft of the terrible ones, the antichriftian 
powers, which will be as a ftorm againft a wall, 
I. xxv. 4. this will be the hour of temptation, 
which will come upon, and try them that dwell 
upon the earth, from which Chritt will preferve his 
faithful ones, Rev. iii, 10, fee J/. xxxii. 2. Sige 
| ae es 
ay hevt, 


of it; and by its not anfwering the expecta 
the owner, it bringing forth wild grapes in 
good ones, ¥. 1, 2. wherefore the men of 
and Ferufalem are made judges between the 
and his vineyard, what more could 
to it, or rather what was now to be done to i 

this was the cafe; and the refult is, that it { 
be utterly laid wafte, and come to ruin; and the 

whole is applied to the houfe of Jjrae/, and men of 
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Fudab, ¥. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7. whofe fins, as the caufe of 
their ruin,are mentioned in the following verfes ; 
their covetoufnefs, with the punifhment of it, y. 
8, 9, 10. their intemperance, luxury, and love of 
pleafure, with the punifhment threatened thereunto, 
¥. 11,12, 13, 14. whereby haughty men fhould be 
humbled, the Lord be glorified, and at the fame 
time his weak and innocent people would be taken 
care of, W..15, 16, 17. next, other fins are taken 
notice of, and woes pronounced on account of them, 
as, an impudent courfe of finning, infolent impiety 
againft God, confufion of good and evil, conceit of 
their own wifdom, drunkennefs, and perverfion of 
juitice, ¥. 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23. wherefore for 
thefe things, and for their contempt and rejection 
of the law and word of the Lord, utter deftruétion 
is threatened them, y. 24. yea, the anper of God 
had been already kindled againft them, and they 
had felt it in fome inftances, y. 25. but they are 
given to expect feverer judgments, by means of 
foreign nations, that fhould be gathered againft 
them; who are defcribed by their fwiftnefs, ftrength, 
and vigilance; by their armour, horfes, and car- 
riages ; and by their tertor and cruelty ; the confe- 
quence of which would be utter darknefs, diftrefs, 
and calamities, in the land of Fudea, y. 26, 27, 
28, 29, 30. 


¥. 1. Now will I fing to niy well beloved, &c.] 
Thefe are the words of the prophet J/aiah, being 
about to reprefent the ftate and condition of the 
people of J/rael by way of parable, which he calls 
a fong, and which he determines to fing to his be- 
loved, and calls upon himfelf to do it; by whom 
he means either God the Father, whom he loved 
with all his heart and foul; or Chrift, who is often 
called the beloved of his people, efpecially in’ the 
book of Solamon’s fong ; or elfe the people of Jrael, 
whom the prophet had a great affection for, being 
his own people ; but it feems beft to underftand it 
of God or Chrift : @ fong of my beloved, which was 
infpired by him, or related to him, and was made 
for his honour and glory ; or @ fong of my uncle 4, 
for another word is ufed here than what is in the 
preceding claufe, and is rendered wacle elfewhere, 
fee Lev. xxv. 49. and may defign king Amaztab , 
for, according to tradition, Amoz, the father of 
Jfaiah, was brother to Amaziah king of Fudab, and 
fo confequently Anaziab muft be uncle to Saiah ; 
and this might be a fong of his compofing, or in 
which he was concerned, being king of Fudab, 
the fubjeé&t of this fong, as follows: touching bis 
vineyard; not his uncle’s, tho’ it is true of him, but 
his well-beloved’s, God or Chrift; the people of 
Trael, and houfe of Fudab, are meant, comparable 
to a vineyard, as appears from y. 7. fee P/- Ixxx. 
14, 15. being feparated and diftinguifhed from the 
reft of the nations of the world, tor the ufe, fer- 
vice, and glory of God. My beloved hath a vixe- 
yard in a very fruitful bill, or in an horn, the fon of 
oil‘ ; which defigns the land of J/rael, which was 
higher than other lands; and was, as fome obferve, 
in the form of a horn, longer than it was broad, 
and a very fruitful country, a land of oil-olive, 
a land flowing with milk and honey, Deut. viii. 7, 
8, Exod. iii. 8. The Targum is, “ the prophet faid, 
“ J will fing now to J/rael, who is like unto a vine- 
“ yard, the feed of Abraham, my beloved, a fong 
*< of my beloved, concerning his vineyard. My 
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** people, my beloved J/rae/, I gave to them an 
‘* inheritance in an high mountain, in a fat land.” 

¥. 2. And be fenced it, &c.| With good and 
wholefome laws, which diftinguifhed them, and 
kept them feparate from other nations ; alfo with 
his almighty power and. providence, efpecially at 
the three yearly feftivals, when all their males ap- 
peared before God at Ferufalem: and gathered out the 
Stones thereof, the heathens, the feven nations that 
inhabited the land of Canaan; compared to ftones 
for their hardnefs and ftupidity, and for their wor- 
fhipping of idols of ftone; fee Pf: Ixxx. 8. and 
planted it with the choiceft vines the feed of Abraham, 
Fofoua, and Caleb, who fully followed the Lord, 
and the people of J/rael with them, who firft en- 
tered into the land of Canaan, and inhabited it ; 
fuch having fallen in the wildernefs, who murmured 
and rebelled againft God, Yer. ii. 21. and built a 
tower in the midft of it; in which watchmen ftood to 
keep the vineyard, that nothing entered into it that 
might hurt it; this may be underftood of the city 
of Ferufalem, or the fortrefs of Zion, or the temple; 
fo Aben Ezra, the houfe of God on mount Moriah; 
and the Targum, “‘ and I built my fanctuary in the 
“< midft of them :” and alfo made a wine-prefs there- 
in; to tread the grapes in.; this the Targum explains 
by the altar, paraphrafing the words, ‘* and alfo my 
‘ altar I gave to make an atonement for their fins ;” 
fo Aben Ezra; tho’ Kimchi interprets it of the pro- 
phets,who taught the people the law, that theirworks 
might be good, and ftirred them up, and exhort- 
ed them to the performance of them. Aud he looked 
that it foould bring forth grapes , this looking and ex- 
peéting, here afcribed to God, is not to be taken 
properly, but figuratively, after the manner of men; 
for from fuch a well formed government, from fuch 
an excellent conftitution, from a people enjoying 
fuch advantages, it might have been reafonably ex- 
peéted, according to an human and rational judg- 
ment of things, that the fruits of righteoufnefs and 
holinefs, at leaft of common juftice and equity, 
would have been brought forth by them ; which 
are meant by grapes, the fruit of the vine, fee ¥. 7. 
and it brought forth wild grapes, bad grapes; cor- 
rupt, rotten, ftinking ones, as the word * ufed fig- 


-nifies ; thefe, by a tranfpofition of letters, are in 


the Mifna* called >9waN, which word fignifies a 
kind of bad grapes, and a fimall fort : evil works 
are meant by them, fee y. 7. the Targum is, “ I 
“* commanded them to do good works before me, 
‘© and they have done evil works.” 

y. 3. And now, O inhabitants of Ferufalem, and 
men of Fudah, &c.| All and every one of them, 
who were parties concerned in this matter, and are: 
defigned by the vineyard, for whom fo much had 
been done, and fo little fruit brought forth by 
them, or rather fo much bad fruit: judge, I pray 
you, between me and my vineyard ; between God and 
themfelves ; they are made judges in their own 
caufe ; the cafe was fo clear and evident, that God 
is as it were willing the affair fhould be decided by 
their own judgment and verdict: fo the Targum, 
<< judge now judgment between me and my peo- 
“ce he? ’ 

y¥. 4. What could have been done more to my vine- 
yard, that Ihave not done init ? &c.| Or ought, as 
the Vulgate Latin: this is generally underftood of 
good things done to it in time paft ; as what better 
culture could it have had? what greater privileges, 
bleffings, 
‘Oren. 
Vid, Maimon, & Bartenora in ib, 
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bleffings, and advantages, natural, civil, and reli- 
gious, could have been beftowed on this people? 
what greater favour could have been fhown them, or 
honour done them ? or what of this kind remains to 
be done for them? they have had every thing that 
could be defired, expected, or enjoyed : tho’ it may 
be rendered, what is further or hereafter to be done 
to my vineyard *, and I have not done in it ? that is, 
by way of punifhment; 1 have reproved. and cha- 
ftized them, but all in vain; what remains further 
for me, and which I will do, becanfe of their in- 
gratitude and unfruitfulnefs; Pll utterly deftroy 
them as a nation and church ; F’ll caufe their civil 
and ecclefiaftical ftate to’ceafe. The fenfe may be 
gathered from the anfwer to the queftion in the 
following verfe, wherefore when I looked that it foould 
bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes? that 
is, why have thefe people acted fo ill a part, when 
fuch and fo many good things have been beftowed 
upon them; on account of which it might have 
been reafonably expected, they would have behaved 
in another manner ? or rather-the words may be ren- 
dered, why have I looked or expected that it fhould 
bring forth grapes, feeing it brought forth wild grapes? 
why have I been looking for good fruit, when 
nothing but»bad fruit for fo long a time has been 
produced ?, why have I endured with fo much pa- 
tience and long fuffering ? [ll bear with them no 
longer, as follows. The Zargum is for the former 
fenie, ‘* what good have'l faid to do more to my 
*< people, which I have not done to them? and 
“¢ what is this I have faid, that they fhould do good 
“*. works, and they have done evil works?” . 
¥. 5. And now go to, Iwill tell you what I will 

do to my vineyard, &c.| Not by beftowing frefh 
fayours upon them, but by inflicting punifhment 
on them, for abufing what they had received; and 
this he told by Fohn Baptift, Chrift, and his apo- 
ftles, what he determined to do; and what he was 
about to do to the Fews/h nation, in the utter ruin 
of it, Matt. i. 12. Luke xix. 43, 44. Iwill take 
away the hedge thereof, and it foall be eaten up ; that 
is, the vineyard fhall be eaten by the wild beafts 

that will enter into it, when the hedge is taken a- 
way ; or it fhall be burnt; that is, the hedge being 
2 hedge of thorns, as Farchi and Kimchi obferve; 

fuch there were about vineyards, befides the ftone- 

wall after mentioned: and break down the wail 
thereof, and it hall be.trodden down , the vineyard, 

or the vines in it, fee P/ Ixxx. 12, 13. this is to 
be underftood of the Lord’s removing his prefence, ’ 
power, and protection from the Yewis/h nation, and 

leaving them naked, deftitute, and helplefs, and 
expofed to their enemies. The Targum is, * and 
*¢ now I will declare to you, what I will do to my 

“ people; I will caufe my /bekinah or majefty to 

remove from them, and they fhall be for a fpoil ; 

and J will break down the houfe of their fanctu- 

ary, and they fhall be for treading.” 
¥. 6. And I will lay it wafte, &c.] Or defolate, 

as-it was by the Romans ; the whole land of ‘fudea, 

as well as the city and temple, Matt. xxiii. 98: it 
Jfoall not be pruned nor digged; as vineyards are, to 

make them more fruitful; but no care fhall be taken’ 
of it, no means made ufé of to cultivate it, all be- 

ing ineffectual: dat there foall come up briers and 

thorns , fons of Belial, wicked and ungodly men ; 

immoralities, errors, herefies, contentions, quarrels, 

¥c. which abounded about the time of Ferufalem’s 
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deftruction, and before: I will -alfo command the 
clouds, that they rain no rain upon them; by 
clouds are meant the apoftles of Chrift, who 
full of the doétrines of grace, from whom they 
dropped as rain upon the mown erafs; thefe, whea 
the Fews contradicted: and blafphemed ithe ofpel. 
and judged themfelves unworthy of it, were com: 
manded by Chrift to turn from them, and go te 
the Gentiles, ffs xiii 45, 46, 47. fee Zeeb. a] 
17, 18. Rev. xi. 6. agreeable to this fenfe is - 
Targum, ** and I will command the prophets, ‘that 
‘s they do not prophefy upon them prophecy.” * 
¥.7. For the vineyard of the Lord of Hofts, is the 
houfe of Irael, &c.| ‘This is the explication of the 
parable, or the accommodation and application of 
it to the people of J/rael, by whom are meant the 
ten tribes; they are fignified by the vin , Which 
belonged to the Lord of Hofts, who ‘had chofen 
them to be a peculiar people to him, and ‘had fep 
rated them from all others: and the men of Fudab, 
bis pleafant plant , they were fo when firft plant 
by the Lord; they were plants of delight, in whom 
he took great delight and pleafure; Dewtyx! 15. 
thefe defign the two tribes of Fudab and Benjamin; 
in diftinction from J/rael: and be looked for judg 
ment ; that the poor, and the fatherlefs; and ¢ 
widow, would have their caufes judged=in a righ= 
teous manner, and that juftice and judgment would 
be éxetuted in the land in all refpects ; for which 
fuch provifion was made by the good ighteous 
laws that were given them : ut behold oppreffion; or 
a fcab, fach as was in the plague of leprofy ; cor- 
ruption, perverting of juftice, and oppreffing of the’ 
poor; Farchi interprets it a gathering of fin to fin, 
a heaping up iniquities: for righteoufne/s, but bebold 
a cry; of the poor and opprefled, for want of juftice 
done, and by reafon of their oppreffions. Here 
ends the fong ; what has been parabolically faid, is - 


literally exprefied in the following part of the 
chapter. dort De tye 
¥. 8. Wo unto them that join boufe ta boufe, 8ct.J 


Or O-ye that join, &c. for as Aben Ezra: obferyes, 
it fignifies calling, as in Jf lv. 2. tho’ Farchi takes 
it to be expreflive of crying and groaning, on dc- 
count of future punifhments ; and he obferves, that’ 
as there are twenty-two bleffings pronounced in the 
book of P/alms, on thofe that keep the law, fo there 
are twenty-two woes, pronounced by J/aiah upon the 
wicked : that day field to field; the fin of covetouf-— 
nefs is expofed and condemned in thefe words; not - 
that it is unlawful in itfelf for a man that has an 
houfe or field of- his own, to purchafe another that 
is next unto it; but when he is infatiable, and: 
content with his houfes and lands, but’is a 
coveting more, this is his fin, and ‘efpeciall 
feeks to get them by fraud or force : #i// there "be 
no place for others to dwell in and poft 
the Targum, “ and fay, until we poflefs ever 
or unto the end of the place *, city, or field 

have got all the houfes in the town o1 
all the pieces of ground in the field, ‘in’ th 
pofiefiion : that they may be placed alone in 
of the earth, or land; that is, of Fudea: 
inhabit it themfelves, and have the fole 
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Ch.v..%.9—-13.) LSA 
« ¥. 9s Jn mine ears, faid the Lord of Hojts,: &c.] 
«This maybe underitood either of the ears. of the 
Lord of Fioits, into which came the cry of the fins 
.of. covetoufnefs and ambition before mentioned ; 
thefe were taken notice of by the Lord; and he 
was determined to punifh them; or of the ears of 
sthe prophet, in whofe hearing the Lord faid what 
follows; fo the Targum, ‘* the prophet faid, with 
.*© mine ears I have heard; when this was decreed 
“* from before the Lord of Hofts:” of a truth, 
many boufes foall be defolate; or great ones* ; fach 
as the houfes of the»king, of the princes, and 


nobles, judges, counfellors, and great men of the. 


-earth; not only the houfe of God, the temple,’ but 
‘a. multitude of houfes in Feru/alem and elfewhere , 
which was true not only at the taking of Ferufalem 
by the Chaldeans, but at the deftruction of it by 
the Romans, to which this prophecy belongs, Mart. 
Xxiil.. 38. the words are a {trong affeveration; and 
an.the form of an oath, as archi and Kimchi ob- 
ferve; re DK, if not; if many houfes are not 
deft defolate, Jet it be fo or fo, I fwéar they fhall : 
even great and fair, without inbabitants , houfes of 
large and beautiful building fhall be laid in fuch a 
ruinous condition, that they won’t be fit for any 
to dwell in, nor fhall any dwell in them: and this 
is the judgment upon them for joining houfe to 
houfe ; that for laying field to field follows. 

y. 10. Yea, ten acres of vineyard fhall yield one 
bath, &c.|. They thall get nothing by laying field 
to field, for their fields fhall be barren and un- 
fruitful ; tho’ Farchi and Kimchi take this to be a 
reafon why their houfes fhould be defolate, and 
without inhabitants, becaufe there would be a fa- 

- mine, rendering the words, for ¢en acres, &c.. The 
Targum makes this barrennefs to be the punifhment 
of their fin, in not paying tithes ; paraphrafing the 
words thus, ‘* for becaufe of the fin of not giving 
** tithes, the place of ten acres of vineyard fhall 
*¢ produce one bath.” The word *m¥, fignifies 
yokes, and is ufed of yokes of oxen; hence the 
Septuagint and. Arabic verfions render the words 
thus, for where ten yoke of oxen work or plow, it 
foall make one flaggon, and fo Kimchi explains them, 
the place in a vineyard which ten yoke of oxen 

low in one day, fhall yield no more wine than one 
ath. A bath is a meafure for liquids ; according 
to Godwin+, it held four gallons and a half; a 
{mall quantity indeed, to be produced out of ten 
acres of ground; an acre, according to our Engli/h 
meafure, being a quantity of land containing four 

_ {quare roods, or 160 fquare poles or perches: and 
the feed of an homer fhall yield an ephab that is, 
as much feed as an homer would hold, which was 
a dry meafure, and which, according to the above 
writer, contained five bufhels and five gallons, 
fhould yield only an ephah, which was the tenth 
part of an homer, Ezek. xlv. 11. fo that it would 
only produce a tenth part of the feed fown. 

¥. 11. Wo unto them that rife up early in the morn- 
ing, &c.] To rife up early in the morning is health- 
ful, and to rife to do bufinefs is commendable; but to 
fpend the day in drunkennefs and intemperance is 

- very criminal, which is here meant : that ¢hey may 
follow ftrong drink ; not only drink it, but follow 
on to drink; diligently feek after it, where the beft 

_ is to be had; go from houfe to houfe till they. have 
found it; clofely follow the drinking of it, till in- 
ebriated with it: tbat continue until night, at their 
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a 
pots, with their drinking companions, even all 
the day till night comes, the twilight either of 
the evening or of the morning: till wixe inflame 
ray their bodies with heat, and their fouls with 
uft. | . 

¥.12. And the harp, and the viol, the tabret, 
and pipe, &c.| Inftruments of mufic ; fome {truck 
with a bow or quill, or touched with the-fingers ; 
and others blown with the mouth: and wine are 
in their feats; fo that they lived jovially and mer- 
rily, like fons of Bacchus, more than like the peo- 
ple of God): but they regard not the work of the 
Lord, neither confider the operation of bis bands ; 
meaning not the law, as the Targum and Kimchi, 
which was the work of the Lord, and the writing: 
of his hands; rather, as 4ben Ezra, the punifh- 
ment inflicted on the ten tribes being carried into 
captivity ; or elfe the works of creationand provi- 
dence, and the daily mercies of life ; or beft of all, 
the great work of redemption by Chrift; and the 
converfion of finners, both among Fews and Gen- 
tiles, by the preaching of his gofpel ; for this re- 
fers to the ews in the times of Chrift and his’ apo- 


* 


ftles, which immediately préceded their utter de- 


ftruction ; and thofe fins here mentioned, were the 
caufe of it. See Pf. xxviii: 5. 

y¥. 13. Therefore my people are gone into captivity, 
&e.]’ Or rather, as Kimchi explains it, /hall go inte 
captivity, the paft for the future; for this cannot 
be underftood even of the captivity of the ten 
tribes, for they were not carried. captive until the 
fixth year of Hexekiah’s reign, 2 Kings xvii. 6. and 


Xvili. 1. whereas this prophecy was delivered out . 


many years before, even in the time of Uzziah, as 
is manifeft from the following chapter, y. 1. and 
much lefs it cannot defign the captivity of Fudah, 
but refpects the captivity by the Romans, in future 
time. Becauje they have no knowledge; of the work 
of the Lord, and the operations of his hands , the 


Septuagint and Arabic verfions render it, becaufe they 


knew not the Lord, the Lord Jefus Chrift, the Lord 
of glory, the true Meffiah; they knew not his 
perfon, office, grace, and gofpel 5. they did not own 
and acknowledge him, but defpifed and rejected 
him ; their ignorance was affected and voluntary ; 
they had the means of knowledge, but did not 
make ufe of them ; they would not know him, 
they would not attend to the ftrong and clear evi- 
dence of his being the Meffiah, which prophecies; 
miracles, and his doétrines gave of him; the things 
belonging to their peace they knew not, thefe were 
righteoufly hid from them, and hence deftruction 
came upon them, Lwke xix. 42, 43, 44. the words 
may be rendered in connexion with the former, 
therefore my people foal go into captivity without know- 
ledge», unawares, unthought of, and unexpected ; 
and the Yews, to the laft, did not think their city 
would be taken, but that in fome way or other fal- 
vation and deliverance would be wrought for them : 
and their honourable men are famifbed, and their mul- 
titude dried up with thirft; or Jhall be; this is ex~ 
preflive of a famine of bread and water, which all, 
both high and low, prince and people, fhould be 
affected with ; fee ch. iii. r. and was true not only 


when Yerufalem was befieged by the Chaldeans, Fer. | 


lii. 6. Lam. iv. 4, 5, 8, 9, 10. and v. ro. but when 
it was. befieged by the Romans, in which the rich 
fuffered'as well as the poor; and was fo great, that 
even wornen eat their own’ children, as Sefephns® 

om relates : 
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relates : this is threatened as a punifhment of their 
rioting and drunkennefs, ¥. 11, 12. 

y. 14, Therefore bell hath enlarged her elf, &c.] 
That is, the grave, to receive the dead which die 
with famine and thirft, fignifying that the number 
of the dead would be fo great, that the common 
burying places would not be fufficient to hold them ; 
but additions muft be made to them; or fome vaft 
prodigious pit muft be dug, capable of receiving 
them ;, like Topher, deep and large : or bath enlarged 
her foul*; her defire after the dead, fee Hab. ii. 5. 
being infatiable, and one of thofe things which are 
never fatisfied, or have enough, Prov. xxx. 15, 16. 
wherefore it follows: and opened her mouth without 
meafure ; immenfely wide; there being no boundary 
to its defires, nor any end of its cravings, or of 
filling it. .And fo the Targum renders it, without 
end. Moreover, by: ell may be meant the mi- 
ferable eftate and condition of the Fews, upon the 
deftruction of Ferufalem, when they were in the ut- 
moft diftrefs and mifery, fee Luke xvi. 23. and the 
note there. And their glory; their glorious ones, 
their nobles, as the Septuagint, Syriat, and Arabic 
verfions ; and the Zargum, their princes, rulers, 
civil and ecclefiaftical ; which were the glory of the 
nation : and their multitude ; meaning the common 
people ; or rather, their great and honourable ones, 
as the Septuagint, Syriac, and Arabic verfions ren- 
der the word; and in which fenfe it may be ufed 
in the preceding verfe: fince not of the poor, but 
of the rich, the context fpeaks; even of fuch who 
indulged themfelves in luxury and pleafure : and 
their pomp , the Septuagint verfion, their rich ones ; 
fuch who live in pomp and fplendor : but the word « 
fignifies, noife and tumult; and fo the Targum 
renders it; and it defigns noify and tumultuous 
ones, who fing and roar, halloo and make a noife 
at feafts ; and who may be ‘called Nw %39 fons 
of tumult, or tumultuous ones, Fer. xviii. 45. fee 
If. xxiv. 6—g. wherefore it follows: and he that 
rejoiceth, that is, at their feafts, /hall defcend into it ; 
into hell, or the grave: or, he that rejoiceth in it, 
that is, in the land or city ; fo the Targum, * he 
“‘ that is ftrong among them ;” fo archi and 
Kimchi interpret it. 

¥. 15. And the mean man fhall be brought down, 
&c.] To hell, or the grave, as well as the rich 
and noble: and the mighty man fhall be humbled ; 
laid low in the duft, and be equal to the poor ; for 
in the grave, princes and peafants are alike; or 
they fhall be all alike in the fame low and miferable 
condition: and the eyes of the lofty fbail be humbled; 
when ‘famine and diftrefs, ruin and mifery come 
upon them, then fhall the pride of thofe be abafed, 
as it was ; who boafted of their riches and honour, 
of their defcent and parentage, as the children of 
Abrabem, and as being free men, and never in 
bondage ; of their righteoufnefs and good works ; 
not fubmitting to the righteoufnefs of Chrift,. but 
defpifing it, and looking with difdain upon, and 
treating with contempt, fuch as they thought lefs holy 
thar themfelves. The Scribes and Pharifees, the 
members of the Sanhedrin, and rulers of the peo- 
ple, together with the whole body of the nation, 
are meant ; who were all of the fame caft and com- 
plexion, being conceited of themfelves, and proud 
boaters. 

¥.16. But the Lord of Hofts fhall be exalted in 
judgment, &c.] By the Lord of Hots is meant 
Chrift, the Lord of the armies, and of the inha- 
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bitants of the earth, of angels, and of men 5 who, 
tho’ in our nature, in his ftate of humiliation, 
was brought very low, yet is now highly exalted ; 


-and which exaltation of his is feen and’ known, as 


it is here foretold it fhould be, by his judgments 
inflicted on the Fewi/h nation, for their contempt 
and rejection of him; fee P/- ix. 16; fo Kime 
interprets judgment, of the judgment which ° 
Lord would infli& on the ungodly of Jrael: thus 
Chrift’s exaltation is feen in their humiliation, and 
his kingdom and power in their deftruction : amd 
God that is holy, Chrift is truly and properly Go 
God over all bleffed for ever ; and he is holy, a 
as God and man; as God, he is effentially and » 
perfectly holy; and as man, without fin original 
or aétual ; he is the holy one of God, and the holy 
one of J/rael, and of him it is faid, he /oall be 
fan&ified in righteoufnefs, or be declared to be holy; 
by the obedience and righteoufnefs of his lite 
wrought out for his people, whereby he becomes 
their fanétification and righteoufnefs; and by his 
juftice, in punifhing his and his peoples enemies. 
Were all this to be underftood of Febovab, the 
Father, it might very well be interpreted as it is 
by Cocceius, of his being exalted and honoured by 
the condemnation of fin in the flelh of Chriit; and 
of his being glorified, as the Arabic verfion renders 
it, by'the obedience and righteoufhels of his fon, 
whereby his juftice is fatisfied, and his law magni- 
fied, and made honourable; and by the faith of 
his people, laying hold on that righteoufnets, and, 
receiving it to the glory of God ; in all which the 
purity, holinefs, and juftice of God appears. ~~ 
¥. 17. Then foail the lambs feed after their man-~ 
ner, &c.] That is, the people of God, the difci- 
ples of Chrift, either apoftles and minifters of the 
gofpel, whom he fent forth as lambs among wolves, 
Luke x. 3. who fed the flock of Chrift atter their 
ufual manner, and as direéted by him ; even with 
knowledge and underftanding, by the miniftry of 
the word, and adminiftration of ordinances; or the 
people of God fed by them, who. are comparable 
to lambs, for their harmleffhefs: and innocence 5 
and who feed in green paftures, according as they. 
are led; as the word ufed may be rendered‘; or 
according to their word, the doctrine of the mini- 
{ters of the gofpel, by whom they are inftruéted 
and directed to feed on Chrift, as he is held forth © 
in the word and ordinances. ‘The Targum is, ** and 
** the righteous fhall be fed as is faid of them ;” 
and fo Farchi and Kimchi interpret it of the righte- 
ous : and the wajfte places of the fat ones foall fitran-— 
gers eat; that is, the Gentiles, who are aliens from 
the commonwealth of J/rae/, and ftrangers to the 
covenants of promife; the other fheep ‘that were 
not of the Fewifh fold, Eph. ii. 12. Fohn x. 16. 
thefe fhall come in the room of the fat ones of the 
land of Fudea, the rulers, elders, Scribes and Pha~ 
rifees ; and feed on thofe paftures which were de 
fpifed, and left defolate by them; enjoy the: 
they put away from them, and the ordinan 
it, which they rejected. The Targum is, 
‘* they fhall be multiplied, and the fub 
‘* the ungodly fhall the righteous poffefs.” 
¥. 18. Wo unto them ihat draw iniquity with 
of vanity, 8c.) The prophet returns to the 
again, and goes on with the account of t 
and punifhment; and here defcribes fuch, not : 
are drawn into fin unawares, thro’ the prevalencs 
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the temptations of fatan, the {nares of the world, 
or the perfuafions of others; but fuch who draw 
it to themfelves, feck after it, and willingly com- 
mit it; who rufhand force themielves. into it ; who 
folicit it, and feek, and take all occafions and op- 
portunities of doing it; and, take a great deal of 
pains about it ; and make ufe of all. arguments, 
reafonings, and pretences. they can devife, to en- 
gage themfelves and others in the practice’ of it ; 
which are all cords of vanity, fallacious -and deceit- 
ful. And fin as it were with.a cart-rope; ating all 
diligence, wifdom, policy and ftrength; labouring 
with all might and main to effect it... Some by 
iniquity and jin, underftand punifhment,, as. the 
words ufed fometimes fignify ; and that. the. fenfe 
is, that fuch perfons, deicribed by their, boldnefs 
and impudence in finning, by their impenitence and 
hardnefs of heart, and by adding fin to fin, draw 
upon themfelves fwift deftruction, and the greater 
damnation. The Zargum interprets it, of fuch that 
begin with leffer fins, and increafe to more ungod- 
linefs ; paraphrafing it thus, ‘‘ wo to them that 
“¢ begin to fin a little, and they go on and increafe 
¢¢ until that they are ftrong, and ¢heir. fins are as 
“* a cart-rope;” to which agrees that faying in the 
Talmude, ‘* the evil imagination or corruption of 
“ nature at firft is like a fpider’s thread, but at 
“¢ Jaft it is like to cart-ropes; as it is faid, wo to 

<< them that draw iniquity, &c.” 
¥. 19. That fay, let him make fpeed, and hajten 
his work, &c.| Lither the, punifhment of their 
fins, threatned by the prophets; which, becaufe 
not fpeedily and immediately executed, therefore 
they did not believe it ever would; and in a daring 
and infolent manner, call. upon God to inflict it: 
that we may fee it, or feel it; for as for words or 
threatnings, they regarded them not ; thus defi- 
ding God and his judgments, and difbelieving 
both, like the mockers in the laft days, defcribed 
in 2 Pet. iii. 3, 4. and in contempt of him, don’t 
fo much as mention his name; tho’ the Syriac ver- 
fion expreffes the word Lord, and the Arabic ver- 
fion Ged: or rather, the great work of redemption 
and falvation by the Meffiah ; for as they did not 
believe Jefus to be the Meffiah, fo they ridiculed 
and defpifed falvation by him, mocking him asa 
Saviour, and calling upon him in a farcaftic way, 
to haften and do his work, he pretended to come 
about; fee Mart. xxvii. 42. for.to the ews in 
Chrift’s time, this prophecy belongs. The Targum 
interprets it, bis miracle; the Fews were always 
for figns and miracles; they fought them of 7e/us 
of Nazareth , they urged the doing of them; they 
were very folicitous and importunate, and in hafte 
to have them done, that they might fee and be- 
lieve, as they pretended; and exprefied themfelves 
in almoft the fame words as here, what /ign heweft 
thou then, that we may fee and believe thee? what 
doft thou work? Fobn vi. 30. this is an inftance of 
their drawing iniquity and fin in the manner before 
complained of : and let the counfel of the holy one of 
Tfrael draw nigh and come, that we may know it , not 
that they believed him to be the holy one of J/rael, 
but becaufe the prophet had made mention of this 
title, chap. i. 4. as he often does in this prophecy 
afterwards, and applies it to the redeemer ; there- 
fore they ufe it: fo the Fews put an if upon Chrift 
being the king of Jrael, Matt. xxvii. 42. where- 
fore in a daring, jeering, and ironical manner, urge 
that what is faid to be in the purpofes and decrees 
wee 2. NY. 1. 
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of God, or what was agreed upon between him 
and the Meffiah, who faid he was the fon of God, 
in the council and covenant of grace and peace, as 
pretended, might fpeedily come to pafs ; all which 
exprefies their blafphemy, impiety, and unbelief ; 
and fhews that they did not believe, but derided 
any counfel or decree of God, refpecting {piritual 
and eternal {alvation by the Meffiah, efpecially by 
Fefus of Nazareth: or the converfion of the Gen- 
tiles, or the {pread of the gofpel, and the enlarge- 
ment of the kingdom and intereft of Chrift in the 
world, are. meant, » Kimchi, on the text owns, that 
thefe words belong to the Fews in the prefent day, 
and makes this confeffion, “‘ it appears that our 
‘* prophets faid the truth, for now we believe 
pi oa 

¥.20. Wo unto them. that call evil good, and good 
evil, Scc.]. That call evil actions good, and good 
actions evil; that excufe the one, and reproach the 
other ; or that call evil men good, and good men 
evil; to which the Targum agrees. Some under- 
ftand this of. falfe prophets rejecting the true wor- 
fhip of God, and recommending falfe worfhip ; 
others of wicked judges, pronouncing the caufes of 
bad men good, and of good men evil; others of 
fenfualifts, that fpeak in praife of drunkennefs, 
gluttony, and all carnal pleafures, and flefhly lutts, 
and treat with contempt the fear, worfhip, and fer-' 
vice of God. It may very well- be applied to the 
Scribes and Pharifees in Chrift’s time, who pre- 
ferred the evil traditions of their elders, both to 
the law of God, that is holy, juft, and good, and 
to the gofpel, the good word of God, preached by 
Fohn.the Baptift, Chrift and his apoftles, and ‘to 
the ordinances of the gofpel-difpenfation : that put 
darknefs for light,.and light for darknefs , that put 
bitter for fweet, and fweet for bitter , for calling 
good evil, and evil good, is all one as putting 
thefe things one for another ; there being as great 
a difference between good and eyil, as between 
light and darknefs, fweet and bitter; and it fug- 
gefts, as if the perverfion of thefe things was not 
merely thro’ ignorance and miftake, but purpofely 
and wilfully againft light and knowledge: fo the 
Fews acted when. they preferred the darknefs of 
their rites and ceremonies, and human traditions, 
before the light of the glorious gofpel of Chrift; 
which fhowed they loved darknefs rather than light, 
Fobn iii. 1g. and chofe that which would be bitter 
to them in the end, than the fweet doctrines of the 
grace of God ; the bitter root of error, rather than 
the words of Chrift’s mouth, which are fweeter 
than the honey, or the:honey-comb. The Targum 
is, “* wo to them that fay to the wicked who 
‘¢ profper in this world, ye are good; and fay to 
the meek, ye are wicked: when light cometh 
to the righteous, fhall it not be dark with the 
wicked? and fweet fhall be the words of the 
law to them that do them ; but bitternefs (fome 
read rebellion) fhall come to the wicked; and 
they fhall know, that in the end fin is bitter 
to them that commit it.” Abarbinel interprets 
this of. the ten tribes preferring the worfhip at Dan 
and Bethel, before that at Ferufalem, 

y. 21. Wo unto them that are wife in their own 
eyes, &cc,] And yet betray fuch ftupidity and fot- 
tifhnefs, as to call things by their wrong names ; 
and make fuch a perverfe judgment of them, as 
before defcribed. This is a true defcription of the 
Scribes and Pharifees in Chrift’s time; who faid, 


duft 
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doft thou teach us? are we blind alfo? Fobn ix. 
34—40: and prudent in their own fight , being 
wife above what was written ; leaving the word of 
God, and following the traditions of the elders. 

-'y. 22. Wo unto them that are mighty to drink 
wine, &c.} That can bear a great deal, and not 
be overcome and intoxicated with it; that try their 
ftrength this way with others, and get the maftery 
and glory in it: not ees to fight their enemies, 
as Kimchi-obferves, and’ detend their country, «but 
to drink wine ; by which their ftrength was weak- 
ened:. wherefore fome think foldiers aré particularly 
defigned, given to drinking, who are derided and 


mocked, as being valiant in the warfare of Bacchus, 


and not of Mars: and men of firength, to mingle 
ftrong drink, in the cup, and then drink it : or men 
of war; the fame with mighty before. The Tar- 
gum interprets it, men of riches; who can afford to 
drink wine and ftrong drink ; which carries the 
fenfe not to’ the ftrength of their bodies, but of 
their purfes: the former fenfe feems beft. The 
Scribes and Pharifees loved the cup and the platter, 
and to be at feafts, and to have the uppermott feats 
there, Matt. xxiii. 6,25. and that thofe that fat 
in Mojes’s chair are intended, appears ‘from the fol- 
lowings words. 

¥. 23. Which juftify the wicked for reward, &c.] 
This is either fpoken of judges, and civil magi- 
ftrates, who gave the caufe in favour of the wicked, 
that bribed them, contrary'to law, Deut. xvi, 19. 
or rather of the Scribes’ and’ Pharifees, who pro- 
nounced the wicked righteous men ; provided they 
kept the traditions of the elders, and paid tithes 
of all they poflefled, and gave them money for 
their ‘long prayers, Matt. xxii. 14, 23: and take 
away the righteoufne/s of the righteous from him; by 
condemning them as unrighteous perfons: fo the 
Fews did Chrift and his apoftles ; they pronounced 
them wicked, and condemned them to death; and 
as. much as in them lay took away their righteouf- 
nefs from them, by taking away their character 
from them as righteous perfons among men ; tho’ 
their righteoufnefs itfelf could not be taken away, 
it being an everlafting one. 

iy. 24. Therefore as the fire devoureth the ftubble, 
&c.] Or tongue of fire"; meaning the flame, the 
fame as in the next claufe ; becaufe it is in the form 
of a tongue; fee Adis ii. 3: and the flame confumeth 
the chaff; which is done eafily, fpeedily, and en- 
tirely ; the metaphors denote, that their deftruction 
would be eafy, fwift, fudden, irrefiftible, and irre- 
coverable. Reference may be had to the burning 
of Ferufalem, literally underftood : fo their root fhall 
be rottenne/s ; and fo utterly perifh ; meaning their 
fathers, as Aben Ezra and Abarbinel think ; or 
their chief and principal. men, before mentioned ; 
or their riches and fubftance, and whatever they 
gloried of, or trufted in; fee Matt. iii. 10: and 
their bloffom fhall go up. as duft; before the wind ; 
either their children, or whatever was excellent or 
valuable with them; fo Yarchi interprets it, of 
their grandeur, pomp, and glory ; it feems to ex- 
prefs an utter deftruction of them, root and branch, 
as in Mal. iv. 1: becaufe they bave caff away the 
law of the Lord, or doétrine of the Lord ; that is, 
the gofpel; which the Fews blafphemed, contra- 
diéted, and put away from them, and judged them- 
felves unworthy of everlafting life: the preaching 
ofa crucified Chrift, and falvation by him, and 
juftification by his righteoufnefs, were a ftumbling 
black to them : this is to be underftood not of the 
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law of works, but of the law or doétrine of faith: 
and defpifed the word of the holy one of Ifrael; 
meaning either the fame as before; expreffing their 
great contempt of the gofpel, and the reafon why 
they rejected it, becaufe they loathed, abhorred, 


}and defpifed it : or elfe Chrift, the effential word- 


of God; fo the Targum, “ they rejected the word, 
“< the holy one of J/rael ;” as the Meffiah, and re-- 
ceived him not; and this their rejection of him, 
and ill treatment of his gofpel and minifters, ‘were, 
the caufe of the burning of Ferufalem, and of their. 
utter ruin and deftruction, Matt. xxii. 4, 5,6, 7. 

¥.25. Therefore is the anger of the Lord kindled 
againft bis people, &c.] His profefling people; 
which character, as it aggravated their fin in re-. 
jeCting and defpifing the word of the Lord, fovit. 
increafed his anger and indignation againft them :- 


and be kath firetched forth his hand againft them, 
| and hath [mitten them, which fome underftand of | 


paft judgments and afflictions upon: them, under. 
Foufh, Amaziah, and Abaz and others of future. 


ones, under Salmanefer and Nebuchadnezzar: and~ 


the bills did tremble, which Farchi interprets of their 
kings and princes; or it may be only a figurative 
exprefiion, fetting forth the awfulnefs of the dif- 
penfation: and their careaffes were torn inthe miaft 
of the fireets. The Targum renders it, were as 
dung ; fo the Septuagint, Vulgate Latin, and Arabic 
verfions ; being flain there; and lying unburied, » 
were trampled upon, and trodden down like clay, - 
as the Syriac verfion ; or like the mire of the ftreets. . 
For all this, his anger is not turned away ; this being 
abundantly lefs than their fins deferved; which 
fhows how great were their fins, and how much the 
Lord was provoked to anger by them: but his 
hand is firetched out frill, to inflict yet forer jude— 
ments. The Targum is, “ by all this they turn’ 
‘¢ not from their fins, that his fury may turn from: 
‘* them ; but their rebellion grows ftronger, and: 
“ his ftroke is again to take vengeance on'them ;” 
which expreffes their impenitence and hardnefs of 
heart, under the judgments of God, which caufed 
him to take more fevere methods with them. 

¥. 26, And he will lift up an enfign to the nations 


for they were not nations, but one nation, and 
were a people near ; but to the Romans, who con- 
fitted of many nations, and were afar off, and ex- 
tended their empire to the ends of the earth ; thefe,.. 
by one providence or another, were ftirred up to 
make an expedition into the land of Judea, and 
befiege Ferufalem : and this lifting up of an enfign, 
is not, as fometimes, for the gathering and enlift- 
ing of foldiers, or to prepare them for the battle, 
or to give them the fignal when to begin the fight y 
but as a direction to decamp and proceed on a) 
journey, on. fome expedition: and will bifs unta 
them from the end of the earth, or to him‘; the 
king, or general of them, wherever he is, even 
tho’ at the end of the earth : and the phrafe de- 
notes the fecret and powerful influence of divine 
providence, in moving upon the hearts of the Ro- 


from far, &c.) Not tothe Chaldeans or orice: ¥ 


mans, and their general, to enter upon fuch’a de- — 


fign againft the Yews; and which was as eafily 


done, as for one man to hifs or call to another; — 


or, as for a fhepherd to whiftle for his fheep; to 
which the allufion feems to be; the Lord 


come with peed fwiftly ; or he foall come; 
with his army; and fo the Targum paraphrafes it ; 
‘ ‘ : 


Se, 


the hearts of all in his hands, and ark 
as he pleafes, to do his will: and bebold, cr vara 


‘ 
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te aid behold, a king with ‘his arty ‘hall come’ 


“< fwiftly,*as light clouds ;” this fhews ‘the: fwift 


and fudden ‘deftruction that fhould come upon ‘the 
Jews ; and is ah anfwer to their fcoffs, ¥. 19. 

y. 27. None foall be weary, nor flumble amongft 
them, &c.] ‘Tho’ they fhould come from far, arid 
make fone marches, yet none fhould be Weary by 
the way, but go on with great chearfulhefs and 
freneth; and tho’ they fhould make fuch ‘haite, 
they fhould’not ftumble at any thing by the way, 
nor rufh one againft another, but proceed with 
great order in their feveral ranks : sone fhall flum- 
ber ner fleep;, day nor night, in any fixéd, ftated 
times, as men ufually do: neither fhall the girdle 
of ‘their loins be loofed , with which they fhould bé 

irded both for {trength and greater expedition , 
this they fhould not unloofe, in order to lie down 
and take fleep: nor the latchet of their fhoes be 
broken, which might hinder their journey; they never 
plucked off their fhoes : all the expreffions fhow their 
indefatigablenefs, diligence, intenfenefs, and refolu- 
tion, and the good order obferved by them; fee 
Foe ii. 7, 8. 

¥. 28. Whofe arrows ate foarp, and all their bows 
bent, &c.|] Ready to fhoot their arrows upon any 
occafion ; and which being fharp, penetrated deep, 
and were deadly. ‘This includes all kind of war- 
like inftruments, with which they fhould come 
furnifhed, ard ready ~prepared to do’ execution : 
their borfes hoofs foall be counted like flint ; by thofe 
who rode upon them; who’ knowing how ftrong 
and firm théy were, and that they were not worn 
out, nor hurt by the length of the way they came, 
would not fpare to make hafte upon them: and 
their wheels like a whirlwind ; that 1s, thé wheels of 
their chariots, they ufed in battle, as Aben Ezra, 
Farchi, and Kimchi interpret it ; and fo the Seprua- 
gint and Arabic verfions render it: this metaphor 
denotes both ‘the fwiftnefs with which they fhould 
come, and the noife and rattling they fhould make, 
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31 
and the power and force in bearing down all Bes 
fore them. The Targum is, ** and his wheels fwift 
*< ‘as a tempeft.”” riridleeide , 

_¥. 29. Their roaring foall be like a lion, &c.} 
When engaged in war, juft feizing on their prey. 
The. phrafe denotes their fiercenefs and cruelty, 
and the horror they fhould injeét into the hearts 
of their enemies : they fhall roar like young lions’ 
that are hungry, and almoft famifhed, and in fight 
of their prey ; fee Fob iv. 10: yea, they fhall roar; 
and lay bold of the prey, feize it with great noifé 
and greedinefs : and fhall tarry it away fafe; into 
their own den, the country from whence they 
come : and none fhall deliver it, this fhows that re- 
[pect is had not to the Babylonifh captivity, from 
whence there was a deliverance in a few years; but 
the Roman captivity, from thence there is no deli- 
verance as yet to this day. 

¥. 30. And in that day they foall roar againft them 
like the roaring of the fea, &c.] ‘That is, the Ro- 
mans againtt the Fews ; whofe attacks upon them 
fhould be with fo much fiercenefs and power, that 
it fhould be like the roaring of the fea, which is 
very dreadful, and threatens with utter deftruction; 
the roaring of the fea and its waves, is mentioned 
among the figns preceding Ferufalem’s deftruction 
by the Romans, Luke xxi. 25: and if one look unto 


‘the land, the land of Fudea, when wafted by the 


Romans, or whilft thofe wars continued between 
them and the Fews; or into it*: bebold darknefs ; 
great affliction and tribulation being fignified by 
darknefs and dimnefs ; fee ch. viii. 21. and ix. 1. 
alfo forrow or diftre/s, great ftraits and calamities : 
and or even; the light is darkened in the beavens 
thereof ; in their civil and’ church-ftate, the king- 
dom being removed from’ the one, and the prieft- 
hood from the other ; and: their principal men_ in 
both fignified’ by the darknefs 3 the fun, moon, 
and ftars, Matt. xxiv. 29. 


GHA Plo Vi 


r See gilt chapter contains a'vifion of the glory 
and majefty of Chrift, the miffion and com- 
miffion of the prophet, and the deftruction of the 
Fews, In the vifion may be obferved the time of 
it, and the object féen; who is defcribed by the 
throne on which*he fat, ¥: 1. and by his minifters 
about him ; and thefe, by their name, by their fi- 
tuation, by their wings and the ufe of them, and 
by their employment, y. 2, 3. and by the effects 
their crying to one’ another had upon the place 
where they were, y. 4. and next follows the effect 
the whole vifion had on the prophet, which threw 
him into great diftrefs of mind ; and the relief he 
had by one of the feraphim, and the manner of it, 
y. 6, 7. upon which a queftion being put, con- 
cerning fending fome perfon, the prophet makes 
anfwer, exprefling his readinefs to go, ¥. 8. when 
a commiffion is given him, and the’ meffage he is 
fent with is declaréd, ¥. 9, 10. whereupon he afks 
how long it would be the cafe of the ews men- 
tioned in the meffage he’ was fent with ; and he is 
told, it would continue until the utter deftruction 
of them, ¥. 11, 12. and yet,’ for’ the comfort of 
him and other faints it is intimated, that there 
would be a remnant among them, according to the 
election of grace, ¥. 13. 
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¥. 1. In the year that king Uzziah died, &c.] 
Which was the 52d of his reign, and in the year 
3246 from the creation of the world; and, ac- 
cording to Ferom', was the year in which Romulus, 
the founder of the Roman empire, was born: fome 
underftand this not of his proper death, but of his 
being ftricken with leprofy, upon his attempt to 
burn incenfe in the temple; upon which he was 
fhut up in a feparate houfe, which was a kind of © 
a civil death: fo the Iargum, “* in the year in 
‘© which king Uzziah was {mitten ;” that is, with 
leprofy ; and {fo archi and others interpret it, from 
the ancient writers ; but the firft fenfe is the beft. 
Some, as Aben Ezra, would have this to be the 
beginning of the prophecy of Jaiah, becaufe of 
the miffion of the prophet in it ; but others rightly’ 
obferve, that this.miffion refpects not the prophecy 
in general, but the particular reproof the prophet 
was fent to give to the Fews herein mentioned. 
The title of this chapter, in the radic verfion, is 
remarkable ; according to which, this chapter con- 
tains the vifion which J/aiab, the fon of Amos, faw 
three years (or as others affirm) thirty years after 
prophecy was taken from him. He had pro- 
phefied about ten years before this, in the reign of 
Uzziah , and only this vifion was in the reign of 

Fotham ;, 


1 Epift, Dama, tom. 3. 


32. 
Fotham , the next prophecy was delivered out in 
the reign of Abaz, ch. vii. 1. and others in the 
time OF Hezekiah ; and the date of this vifion is 
only mentioned, to obferve the order of the vifions, 
agreeable to ch, i. 1. and moreover 1t may be ob- 
ferved from hence, that kings muft die as well as 
others ; but the King of Kings ever lives, he is the 
living God, and the everlafting King, as follows : 
I faw alfo the Lord fitting upon a throne, high and 
lifted up; not God effentially confidered, . whofe 
eflence is not to be feen; but perfonally, Father, 
Son, and Spirit, for all the three perfons appear in 
this vifion, y. 3, 8. particularly Chrift, as is clear 
from Fobn xii. 41. who is the Adonai or Lord; he 
is Lord of all, of all men, even of the greateft a- 
mong them, and of all the angels in heaven, and 
of the church of God, by his Father’s gift, by his 
own purchafe, in right of marriage, and thro’ the 
conquett of his grace. This fight was not corpo- 
ral, but with the eyes of the underftanding, in 
the vifion of prophecy; and to have a fight of 
Chrift as the ‘Lord, and efpecially as our Lord, 
is very delightful and comfortable ; for tho’ he is a 
fovereign Lord, he is*no tyrannical one, is very 
powerful to protect and defend, and has all fullnefs 
for fupply; and particularly as fitting upon a throne 
as a king, for he having done his work as a prieft, 
fits down on his throne as a king; and a lovely 
fight it is to fee him inthroned at the right-hand of 
the majefty on high; and therefore is faid to be high 
and lifted up ; for this is to be underftood not of his 
throne, as if that was high and lifted up in the 
higheft heavens, as the Zargum paraphrafes it; but 
of himfelf, who is high and exalted above all crea- 
tures, as Aben Ezra obferves; and this fenfe the 
accents determine for : the vifion refers to the ex- 
altation of Chrift, after his humiliation here on 
earth ; and to behold him crowned with glory and 
honour is very delightful, fince he is exalted as 
our head and reprefentative in our nature, and acts 
for us in this his exalted ftate ; and we may be af- 
fured of being exalted alfo. It follows, and his 
train filled the temple, either the material temple 
vifionally feen, where his feet were, and his throne 
in heaven, as archi interprets it; or heaven, as 
Kimchi, which is the Lord’s holy temple, where 
his throne is, Pf xi. 4. or rather the human na- 
ture of Chrift, the temple where the fullnefs of 
the Godhead dwells bodily, and which the train 
of divine perfections fill; tho’ it may be beft of all 
to underftand it of the church, the temple of the 
living God; and his train may denote the effects 
of Chrift’s kingly and prieftly offices, with which 
the church was filled upon his exaltation; as the 
gifts and graces of his Spirit in an extraordinary 
manner on the day of Pentecoff, and fince in a 
more ordinary way ; whereby men have been made 
minifters of the New Teftament, and churches fil- 
led with them, and thefe made ufeful in filling the 
churches with members, The Targum is, ‘‘ and 
“* the temple was filled with the {plendor of his 
“© glory ;” the ¢rain is the fkirts, borders, or lower 
parts of the garments, in allufion to thofe of a 
king, or rather of the high-prieft, a type of 
Chrift. 

¥.2. Above it flood the feraphim, &c.| Not above 
the temple, nor above the throne, much lefs above 
him that fat upon it, but either dy him, on the 
right-hand and on the left, as dben Ezra; or near 
him, as Kimchi and Ben Melech, or before him, as 
the Targum ; or round about him, as the Septuagint , 
all which denote the miniftering form in which 
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Ch. vi. ¥. 25 3. 


they ftood; by whom are meant, not the Son and 
Spirit, as fome of the ancients thought, who ima- 

ined the Father to be the perfon fitting on the 
throne; nor the two Teftaments, as Yerom; nor 
angels, which is the common interpretation; but 
minifters of the gofpel, the fame with the four _ 
beafts in Rev. iv. 6. and the four living creatures 
in Ezek. i. 5. the Fewifh commentators in 
agree, that thefe are the fame with Ezekiel’s livi 
creatures ; fo farchi, Aben Ezra, and Kimchi; a 
the firft of thefe cites the Midrajb Agada, as faying 
this is the Mercavab, which is the name they give 
to Exekiel’s vifion of the living creatures and wheels; 
and this appears by their name /eraphim, which fig- 
nifies burning, and fo Ezekiel’s living creatures are 
faid to be Lke burning coals of fire, ch. i. 13. and 
the minifters of the gofpel are fo called, becaufe of 
their minifterial gifts, compared to fire, as the 
gifts of the Spirit of God are, efpecially thofe 
which the apoftles had beftowed on them, who 
were baptized with the Holy Spirit and fire, Adaét, 
iii, 11. Asi. 5. and ii. 3. and even the ordinary 
gifts of the Spirit are fignified by the fame figure, 
1 Tim, i. 6. 1 Thef. v. 19. and becaufe of their 
light, which they have.in the truths of the gofpel A 
and becaufe of their fervent and ardent love to 
Chrift and immortal fouls; and becaufe of their 
flaming zeal for his caufe and intereft: and this 
alfo appears, by their fituation near the throne, fee 
Ezek. i. 26. Rev. iv. 6. and Chrift on it; where 
they ftand as fervants waiting upon him, and in 
order to receive from him, and where they enjoy 
communion with him; or above it, may mean the 
temple, the church, where they ftand in the higheft 
place in it, and are over others in the Lord; the 
{tand as fervants to Chrift, but prefide in the tues 
as the rulers and governors of it; to which agrees 
the Zargum, “‘ holy minifters on high before him :” 
and this further appears by their wings, each one had 
Jix wings, as Ezekiel’s living creatures, Ezek. i. 4, 
11, 23. and Fobn’s four beafts, Rev. iv. 8: with 
twain he covered his face; that it might not be 
feen, as the Targum adds ; expreffive of their mo- 
defty and humility, looking upon themfelves as lefs 
than the leaft of all the faints, and the chief of fin- 
ners, and as afhamed of themfelves before the Lord; 
or that they might not look upon the divine ma- 
jefty, as Yarchi, or rather as being unable to look 
upon the dazzling glory, and infinite perfeétions 
of his being ; fo £/jah wrapt his face in a mantle, 
when he heard the ftill fmall voice of the Lord, 

1 Kings xix. 12, 13. and as Mo/es before him did, 

Exod. iii. 6. being afraid to look upon God, con- 
{cious of creature-diftance, and of finfulnefS and 

unworthinefs ; and therefore not fo fuitable to an- 
gels, who always behold the face of God, Matt. 
xviii. 10: with twain he covered bis feet; or body, 
that it might not be feen, as the Targum; as con- 
{cious of the imperfection of their conduét, walk,. 
and converfation, as minifters and chriftians, in the 
fight of God, however beautiful their feet may 
pear to others, J lit. 7: and with twain be aid 
fie; or minifter, as the Targum; this denotes their 
readinefs and fwiftnefs in preaching the everlafting 
gofpel, running to and bo with it, having their 
feet fhod with the preparation of the gofpel of peace; 
fee Rev. xiv. 6. Epb. vi. 15. ayy pe ERS 

y¥. 3. And one cried unto another, &c.] This de- ~~ 

notes the publicknefs of their miniftry, and their 
harmony and unity in it; they anfwered to one an- 
other, and agreed in what they faid; their preach- 
ing was not yea and nay, 2 Cor.i. 19: and faid, 


Ch. vi. ¥. 4—s. 


the fubject-matter of the gofpel-miniftry, refpect- 
ing the holinefs of God ; all the doctrines of the 
goipel are pure and holy, and have a tendency to 
promote holinefs of heart and life, and are agree- 
able to the holinefs of God, and in them the ho- 
linefs of God in each of the divine perfons is de- 
clared ; particularly the gofpel-miniftry affirms, 
that there is one God, who is the Lord of hofts, 
of armies above and below, of angels and men ; 
that there are three perfons in the Godhead, 
Father, Son, and Spirit, and that each of thefe 
three, are glorious in holinefs; there’s the Holy 
Father, and the Holy Son, and the Holy Ghoft, 
and the holinefs of them is difplayed in the fe- 
veral doétrines of grace: the holinefs of the Fa- 
ther appears in the choice of perfons to eternal 
life, thro’ fanctification of the Spirit; in the cove- 
nant of grace, which provides for the holinefs of 
covenant-ones ; and in the juftification of his peo- 
ple thro’ Chrift, and redemption by him, whereby 
the honour of his juftice and holinefs is fecured : 
the holinefs of the Son appears in his incarnation 
and life; in redemption from fin by him, and in 
fatisfying for it, and juftifying from it: and the 
holinefs of the Spirit is feen in the doétrines of re- 
generation and fanctification, afcribed unto him. 
The whole earth is full of bis glory, as it was when 
Chrift dwelt in it, wrought his miracles, and ma- 
nifefted forth his glory, and when his gofpel was 
preached every where by his apofties ; and as it 
will be, more efpecially in the latter day, when it 
will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord; when 
the kingdoms of this world will become his, and 
his kingdom will be every where, even from fea to 
fea, and from the rivers to the ends of the earth ; 
and this is what gofpel-minifters declare will be : 
or the fulnefs of the whole earth is his glory™s the 
earth is his, and all that is in it, and all declare 
his glory ; fee Rev. iv. 8. 


¥. 4. And the pofts of the door moved at the voice’ 


of him that cried, &c.| That is, the pofts of the 
door of the temple, as the Targum adds, where 
this vifion was feen, as reprefented to the prophet. 


Some think this refpects the earthquake in Uzziah’s | 


time, mentioned in Zech, xiv. 5. Amos i. 1. and 
which they fuppofe was at the time he attempted 
to offer incenfe, and was {mitten with leprofy ; 
but, as Kimchi obferves, this moving of the door- 
pofts was only in the vifion of prophecy, and not 


in reality ; this fhaking therefore may denote ei-' 


ther the fhaking and removing of the temple- 
fervice and worfhip, at the death of Chrift, and 


thro’ the preaching of the gofpel; or rather the 


fhaking of the confciences of men by the word, 


which made them cry out, what fhall we do to! 


be faved? . And the houfe was filled with fmoke ; 
this was a token either of the burning of the tem- 
ple, or of the anger of God againit the Jews, 
Pf. xviii. 8. or of their fuperftition, and will-wor- 
fhip the caufe of it, Rev. ix. 1. or of the judicial 
blindnefs and darknefs they were given’ up unto, 
¥. 9, 10. or rather of the prefence of God in: his 
church, and with his minifters, Exod. xl. 3, 4. 
1 Kings viii. 10. the allufion may be to the cloud 
of incenfe that covered the mercy-feat, on the 
day of atonement, Lev. xvi. 13. the paflage is 
cited on this accountin the Zalmud*, 
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¥. 5. Then faid I, Wo is me, &c.| There’s no 
woe to a good man, all woes are to the wicked; 
but a good man may think himfelf wretched and 
miferable, partly on account of his own corrup- 
tions, the body of fin and death he carries about 
with him ; and partly on account of wicked men, 
among whom he dwells, Rom. vii. 24. Pf. exx. 5: 
for I am undone 5 a good man can’t be undone, or 
be loft and perifh; he is loft in Adam with the reft; 
in effectual vocation he is made fenfible of his loft 
and undone ftate ; and under the power of unbelief 
may write bitter things again{t himfelfy but he can 
never perith, or be loft and undone for ever. The 
Targum is, ‘* for I haye finned ;” and his particu- 
lar fin is after mentioned: fome~ render. it, for I 
have been filent; as if he had not performed the 
duty of his office, in reproving for fin, or declarin 
the will of God: others °, for I am reduced to i 
lence, | am forced to be filent; he could not join 
with the /eraphim, being confcious to himfelf of his 
vilenefs, and of his unworthinefs to take the holy 
name of God into his polluted lips, as follows : 
becaufe Tam a man of unclean lips, he fays nothing 
of the uncleannefs of his heart, nor of his actions, 
not that he was free from fuch impurity; but only 
of his lips, becaufe it was the fin of his office that 
lay upon his mind, and gave him prefent uneafi- 
neis ; there’s no man but offends in words, and of 
all men perfons in public.office fhould be careful 
of what they fay ; godly minifters are confcious of 
many failings in their miniftry. The Targum is, 
‘* becauie I am a finful man to reprove ;” and fo 
unfit for it. And I dwell in the midft of a people of 
unclean lips, fauch were the Yews, not only in J/aiab’s 
time, but in the times of Chrift and his apoftles, 
who traduced him, as if he was a wicked perfon, 
calumniated his miracles,. faid he was a Samaritan, 
and had a devil; they taught for doétrines the 
commandments of men, and contradicted and blaf- 
phemed the truths of the gofpel; and to liye a- 
mong men of a filthy fpeech and converfation, is 
a concern to a good man; he is vexed and di- 
{treffed hereby ; he is in danger of learning their 
words, and of fuffering with them in a common 
calamity. For mine eyes have feen the King, the 
Lord of Hofts ; the fame divine and glorious per- 
fon defcribed in y. 1. who is no other than the 
Lord Chrift, King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, 
King of faints, and Lord of the armies,. in hea- 
ven and in earth ; and a lovely fight. it is’ to fee 
him. by faith, in the glory and beauty of his per- 
fon, and inthe fulnefs of his grace; fuch a fight 
is fpiritual, faving, affimilating, appropriating, very 
endearing, and very glorious and delightful : where- 
fore it may feem ftrange, that a fight of Chrift fhould 
fill the prophet with dread; one would: think he 
fhould rather have faid, happy man that I am, 
becaufe I have feen this glorious perfon,: whom to 
fee and know is life eternal ; but the reafon of it 
is, becaufe in this view of Chrift, he faw the im- 
urity of himfelf, and was out of conceit with him- 
elf, and therefore cries out in the manner he doess 
juft as ina fun-beam a man beholds thofe innu- 
merable, motes and atoms, which before were ‘in- 
vifible.to him, It was not becaufe of his fight of 
Chrift he. reckoned himfelf undone; but becaufe 
of the impurity of himfelf, and thofe among whom 
he dwelt, which he had.a yiew of through his fight 
0 


Be i \ . : elem, 5 ete | ind 
$529, plenitudo totius terre gloria ejus, Montanus; quicquid replet terram ¢f gloria ejus, Pifcator. 
m5 mon, P e573 5, otgetcs V.L. SoR, Jofeph Kimchi. 
~~ 4 ‘i > ers 


’ Ad filentium 


K 


34 


of Chrift: his fight of Chrift is given as a reafon 
of ‘his view of his impurity, and his impurity as 
the reafon of his being undone in his apprehenfion 
‘of things. The prophet, in thefe his circumftances, 
reprefents a fenfible finner, under a fight and fenfe 
of his finfulnefs and vilenefs; as the feraph in the 
‘following verfes reprefents a gofpel-minifter bring- 
ing the good news of pardon, by the blood and fa- 
crifice of Chrift. 

y. 6. Then flew one of the feraphim unto me, 
&c.] When the prophet had confeffed his fin ; 
for upon that follows the application of pardon , 
and when the feraph, or minifter of the gofpel had 
an order from the Lord to publifh the doctrine of 
it: it is God’s act alone to forgive fin; it is the 
work of his minifters to preach forgivenefs of 
fin, and that to fenfible finners; who, when they 
are made fenfible of fin, ‘and diftreffed with it, the 
Lord takes notice of them, and fends meffengers 
to them, to comfort them, by acquainting them 
that their iniquity is forgiven ; who go on fuch an 
errand chearfully and fwiftly ; and tho’ they don’t 
know the particular perfon, yet the Lord directs 
their miniftration to him, and makes it effectual. 
Having a live coal in his band, by which is meant 
the word of God, comparable to fire, and to a 
burning coal of fire, Yer. xxiil. 29. for the light 
and heat which it gives both to faints and finners, 
and for its purity and purifying nature: which be 
had taken with the tongs from off the altar ; of burnt- 
offering, where the fire was always burning ; which 
was a type of Chrift, and his facrifice; and this 
fhews what particular doétrine of the word it was 
the feraph or gofpel-minifter took, and delivered in 
this vifionary way ; it was the doctrine of pardon, 
founded upon the facrifice and fatisfaction of Chrift. 
To this fenfe of the words the Targum agrees, which 
paraphrafes them thus, ‘‘ and there flew to me one 
“© of the minifters, and in his mouth a word which 
“© he received from his Shekinah, upon the throne 
“* of glory, in the higheft heavens, above the al- 
Ps iia oh Sager Ta gy 


¥. 7. And be laid it upon my mouth, &c.| Becaufe' 


he had complained of the impurity of his lips, and 
that his mouth’ might take in by faith this com- 
fortable doctrine of pardon, and it might be filled 
with praife and thankfulnefs ; it denotes the mini- 
{tration ‘of the gofpel, as a means of the application 
of pardoning grace: and faid, lo, this hath touched 
thy lips ; this coal, as a fymbol of the word; the 
particle /o, or bebold, is prefixed to this declaration, 


as requiring attention to a matter of importance, | 


and as expreffing fomething wonderful, and de- 
claring fomething fure and certain ; all which the 


pardon of fin is, and which is fpoken of without a 
figure in the next words : and thine iniquity is taken ' 


away ; which was abominable in his fight ; a bur- 
den to him, and the caufe of his diftrefs ; even all 
his iniquity, and particularly the iniquity of his 
lips he-had been mourning over, and conféffing ; 
this was taken away, as by the facrifice of Chritt, 
from ‘the fight of God, fo from his own confcience, 
by the application of pardon: and thy fin purged ; 
or atoned for, or covered? which is done. meri- 
torioufly, only by the blood and facrifice of Chrift; 
and in a way of application’ by the {pirit of God, 
thro’ a promife, and by the miniftry of the word ; 
which latter is here meant. -The Targum is, ‘ and 
** he«difpofed it in my mouth; and faid, lo, I 
** have put the words of my prophecy in thy 
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*¢ mouth, and thine iniquities. are removed, and 


** thy fins are expiated, or forgiven.” “id 

¥. 8. Alfo I heard the voice of the Lord, &c.} 
The Zargum renders it, the voice of the word of 
the Lord, as if it was the fecond perfon, the word 


that was heard fpeaking ; but it feems rather to be 


the voice of the firft perfon, the Father: /ayimg, 
whom foall I fend? to the people of J/rael, to re- 
prove them for their blindnefs and ftupidity, and 
to threaten them, and foretell unto them, their 


ruin and deftruction , intimating, that it was a dif- 


ficult thing to pitch upona proper perfon ; and ° 


that there were but few that were fit to go on fuch 
an errand: this is fpoken after the manner of mens. 
otherwife the Lord. knew whom to fend, and whom 
he would fend; and could eafily qualify any one 
he pleafed, and fend with fuch a mefiage: aad who 
will go for as? not directing his difcourfe to the 
Seraphim, as Aben Ezra and Kimchi ;. as if he con- 
fulted with them: for who of all the creatures is 
the Lord’s counfellor? but to the Son and Spirit, 
who ’tis certain were concerned in this miffion ; 
for the following words were faid, when J/aiah faw 
the glory of Chrift, and fpake of him, Johu xii. 4t- 
and they are exprefsly.attributed to the Holy Ghoit 
in Afs xxviii. 25, '26. the Sepiuagint and “febic 
verfions, inftead of for us, read umto this people s 
and the Zargum ‘is, ** whom’ fhall I fend to pro- 
‘© phefy? and who will go to teach 2” shen faid 1, 
here am I, fend me: for he who. before thought 
himfelf undone, and unworthy to be employed “1 
the fervice of God, now having a difcovery, and 
application of pardoning grace, freely offers him- 
felf to God: this. fhows the true nature and effect 
of an application of pardon; it gives a man free— 
dom and boldnefs in the prefence of God, and Iti- 
mulates to a ready and chearful obedience to his 
will, and. engages him with the utmoft alacrity in 
his, fervice ; fo far is the doctrine of free, and full 
pardon by the blood of Chrift, from being a li- 
centious doctrine. 

¥.9. And he faid, go, and tell this people, 8cc,} 
What is, and will be their cafe and condition, as 
follows: hear ye indeed ; the words of the prophets 
fent unto them, yea Chrift himfelf incarnate preach- 
ing among them; the great prophet, Mo/es faid 
fhould be raifed up unto them : but underfland not; 


neither that. he is the Meffiah, nor the doétrines - 


delivered by him; which were fpoken to them in 
parables’; fee Mast. xiii. 13, 14, 15: and fee ye in- 
deed , thé miracles wrought by him, as raifing the 
dead, cleanfing the lepers, reftoring fight to the 
blind, caufing the deaf to hear, and the dumb to 
fpeak': dut perceive not, that he is the Meffiah ; 
tho” all the characteriftics pointed at in prophecy 
are upon him, and fuch miracles are done by 
pT ep ' om 

' yy. 10. Make. the beart of this people fat, 8c.] 
Grofs and heavy, ftupid and unteachable, hard and 
obdurate; which is fométimes done by the preachi 
of the gofpel, thro’ the wickednefs of man’s heart, 
that being the favour of death unto death to fome, 
juft as the-fun hardens the clay; or declare that 
their hearts are thus grofs and ftupid; or tl 
will give them up to a judicial hardnefs of heart ; 
and make their ears heavy; that they cannot 
the word, fo as to underftand it; they havin; 
ftopped the ear, and plucked away the fh 
it is in righteous judgment that they are’ gi 
to fuch an infenfibility, as not to be capable of 
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hearing and underftanding what is delivered in the 
miniftry of the word: and fhut their eyes; they 
having wilfully fhut their own eyes againft all evi- 
dence of the Meffiah, and the truth of his doétrines, 
they are given up to a judicial blindnefs 5; which 
ftill continues upon them, and will. until the ful- 
nefs of the Gentiles is brought in: Jef they fee with 
their eyes, and hear with their ears, and underftand 
with their heart; tho’ only in a notional way, the 
things relating to the Meffiah, the truths of the 
gofpel, and the ordinances thereof, and what may 
belong to their outward peace: and convert; or 
turn themfelves by external repentance and refor- 
mation: and be healed, or forgiven in fuch fenfe, 
as to be preferved from national ruin ; which God 
willed not ; for feeing they went fuch great lengths 
in fin, in rejecting the Meffiah, and his gofpel, 
they were given up to a reprobate mind, to do 
things that were not convenient, that they might 
be deftroyed; which deftruction is after prophe- 
fied of. 
y. 11. Then faid I, Lord, how long ? &c.] That 
is, how long will this blindnefs, hardneis, ftupi- 
dity, and impenitence remain with this people, or 
they be under fuch a fore judgment of God upon 
them : and he anfwered, until the cities be wafted 
without inhabitant, and the houfes without man, and 
the land be utterly defolate; until there is not an 
inhabitant in the cities of Fudea, nor in Ferufalem, 
the metropolis of the land, nor a fingle man in any 
houfe in them ; which denotes the utter defolation 
of the land and city; and can refer to no other 
than to the defolation thereof by the Romans, and 
till that time, the blindnefs which happened to 
them continued ; the things which belonged to 
their peace were hid from their eyes, till their city 
was deftroyed, and not one ftone left upon another, 
Luke xix. 42, 43, 44. till that time, and even to 
this day, the veil of blindnefs, ignorance, and im- 
penitence is on their hearts, and will remain until 
they are converted to the Lord, in the latter day ; 
fee Rom. xi. 25,26. 2 Cor-iii. 14, 15, 16. 
¥.12. And the Lord have removed men far away, 
&c.] Not to Babylon, but to the ends of the earth, 
into the moft diftant countries, by means of the 
Romans ; for they were but inftruments of carrying 
the Fews captive out of their own land, and dif- 
perfing them among the feveral nations of the 
world ; it was the Lord’s doing, and a judgment 
which he inflicted upon them for their fins : and 
there be a great forfaking in the midft of the land, 
not that there fhould be many left in the land, and 
multiply and increafe in it; which is the fenfe of 
the Septuagint, Vulgate Latin, and Arabic verfions ; 
-but that the land fhould be greatly forfaken of 
men; there fhould be many places in the midft of 


the land deftitute of them; and this fhould con- 


tinue a long time, as Kimchi obferves; which there- 
fore can’t be underftood of the Babylonifh captivity, 
but of their prefent one. 

¥. 13. But yet in it thall be a tenth, &c.] Which 
fome underftand of ten kings that fhould reign:over 


Fudah from this time, the death of Uzziah, unto. 


the captivity, as archi and Aben Ezra obferve ; 
and which are, as Kimchi reckons them, as follows, 
. F senssees9 decima ejus, i. e. dei. ; 
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Fotham, Abaz; ‘Hezekiah, Manaffeh, Amon, Fofiab, 
Fehoahaz, Feboiakim, Feboiackin, Zedekiab 5 but the 
prophecy, as we have feen, refpects not the cap- 
tivity of the Fews in Babylon, but their prefent one; 
wherefore the words’ are to be underftood of a few 
perfons, a remnant, according to the election of 
grace, that fhould be called, and faved amidft 
all the blindnefs, darknefs, and deftruction that 
fhould come upon that people; and’ may be illu- 
{trated by the words of the apoftle in Rom. xi. 5. 
and thefe chofen, called, and faved ones, are the 
tenth, that is, the Lord’s tenth, as the words may be 
rendered". To this fenfe the Targum agrees, “‘ and 
*¢ there fhall be left in it righteous perfons, oné 
*¢ out of ten ;” tho’ indeed the chriftians were not 
left in Ferufalem when it was deftroyed, but were 
called out of it juft before, and were preferved 
from that ruin. And it hall return, and foall be 
eaten; or be for burning. I thould chufe to render 
it, *t fhall return, and be burnt*; that is, it thall 
be burnt again; it was burnt a firft time by Nebu- 
chadnezzar king of Babylon, and his army, er. lii. 
13. and a fecond time by Titus Vefpafian, to. which 
this prophecy refers : as a teyl-tree, and as an oak, 
whofe fubjtance is in them, when they caft their leaves; 
the word Be/ballecheth, which we render, when they 
caft their leaves, is by fome, as ‘Farchi, Aben Ezra, 
and Kimchi obferve, thought to be the name of a 
gate in Ferufalem, called Shallecheth, from which a 
caufe-way went towards the king’s palace, from 
whence it had its name, 1 Chrow. xxvi: 16. and 
along which caufe-way, as is fuppofed, were planted 
teyl-trees and oaks, which are here referred to. 
But the Targum, Farchi, and Kimchi, intrepret the 
word as we do, of cafting their leaves: and the 
fenfe feems to be this; that as the teyl-tree and 
oak, when they caft their leaves in autumn, and 
look as if they were dry, withered and dead, yet 
have a fubftance in them, and in fpring appear 
alive, and green, and flourifhing again ; fo the 
Fews, notwithftanding their miferable deftruction 
by the Romans, when they were {tripped of all their 
riches and glory, yet were not utterly confumed as 
a people; but remained an entire diftinét people, 
and do fo to this day, among the nations of the 
world; tho’ like a dry withered trunk of a tree, 
without verdure or beauty.; the reafon of this fol- 
lows: fo, or, becaufe the holy feed fhall be the fub- 
france. thereof; that is, they fhall fubfift, or con- 
tinue a diftinét people, tho’ in this miferable con- 
dition ; becaufe there is an holy feed, or a certain 
number, whom God has chofen to be holy, that 
is to arife from them, and will be called and con+ 
verted in the latter day ;-hence they have a fub- 
ftance, a fubfiftence, and fhall remain till that 
comes, arid, that chofen remnant is called and faved, 
Rom. xi..25,.26. The Targum is, ‘ as the elm 
<¢ and oak, when their leaves fall, and are like to 
“© dry érees, and yet are moift to raife up feed from 
‘ them; fo the captivities of J/rael thall be ga- 
“¢ thered, and fhall return to their land; for the. 
feed which is holy, is their plantation.” Some 
interpreting the paflage of the Babylonifh captivity 
by the oly seed, underftand the Meffiah. See 
Luke i. 35‘. 
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CHAP. VIL 


he chapter contains a prophecy of the pre~ 

fervation of the kingdom of ‘fudab from its 
enemies ; a confirmation of it by a fign; and a. 
prediction of various calamities that fhould come 
upon it, antecedent to the accomplifhment of that 
fign. The enemies of Judea are named, and the 
_ befieging of Ferufalem by them, and the date of 
it, which was without effect, are mentioned; ¥. 1. 
the fear and dread which feized the houfe of David 
upon the news of this confederacy, y. 2. the or- 
ders given by the Lord to the prophet J/aiah, to 
take with him his fon, and meet Abaz, at a cer- 
tain place pointed at, y. 3. whofe errand was to 
comfort him, and exhort him to be quiet and eafy, 
fince the confpiracy formed againft him fhould be 


fruitlefs, and the kingdom of J/rael fhould be | 


broken to pieces, ¥.. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. after which, 
the king is put upon afking a fign of the Lord, 
for the confirmation. of it; which he refufing to 
do, under a pretence of tempting the Lord, is re- 
proved; and a fign neverthelefs is given; which 
is that of the birth of the Meffiah of a virgin, 
who would be truly God, as his name Lmmanuel 


this is mentioned to fix and carry on the date of 
the prophecy: that Rezin the king of Syria} and 
Pekab the fon. of Remaliah king of I/rael, went up 
towards Ferufalem to war againft it, at the. latter 
end of Fotbam’s reign, and the beginning of Abaz’s; 
thefe two feparately came up againft Fudeb, and. 
greatly diftrefled and afflicted the kingdom, flew. 
many; and carried others captive, 2 Kings XV. 372 
2 Chron. xxviii. 5, 6, 7. but afterwards, in the 
third, or fourth * year of Abaz, as it is faid, they 
joined together to befiege Ferufalem, which this re~ 
fers to, 2 Kings xvi. 5: but could not prevail againft. 
it; or he could not, that is, according to Aber 
Ezra, the king of I/rael, Pekab the fon of Rema- 
liah ; but according to Kimchi, it was Rezin king, 
of Syria, who, he fays, was the principal in the 
war, and brought Pekch along with him; but it 
may very well be underftood of them both, fince 
in 2 Kings xvi. 5. the plural number is ufed; and 
they could not; and fo the Septucgini, Vulgate Latin, 
and Oriental verfions here. P 

y. 2. And it was told the houfe of David, ®e.] 
Abaz, and his family, the princes 9f the blood, 


fhews, and truly man, as his birth, his food, and ; his court and counfellors ; who had intelligence of 
gradual knowledge of good and evil prove, y. ¥0,; the defigns and preparations of the Syriens and 
II, 12, 13, 14, 15. yea, "tis fuggefted, that the | J/raelites againft them: faying, Syria is confederate 
deliverance of Judea from the two kings of Syria | with Ephraim, the ten tribes, or the kingdom and 


and J/rael, fhould be very fpeedy ; even before the 
young child J/aiah had with him was capable of 
knowing to refufe evil, and chufe good, y. 16, but 
as a chaftifement of the houfe of David for their 
incredulity in this matter, and flight of the divine 
goodnefs, various things are threatened to befal 
them, before the birth of the Meffiah ; even fuch 
as had not been fince the revolt .of the ten tribes ; 
as that their enemies, the Afyrians, and others, 


fhould come upon them in great numbers, and fill 


all places, fo that they would be in the utmoft di- 
ftrefs, and not be able to efcape, ¥. 17, 18, 19. 
that there would be a great confumption of men 
of all forts, high and low, fignified by fhaving 
off the hair of the head, beard, and feet ; fo that 
the few that remained, would enjoy plenty, y. 20, 
21, 22..and for want of men to till the land, it 
would be covered with thorns and briars ; ‘and 
becaufe of wild beafts, the few men in it would be 
obliged to defend themfelves with bows and arrows, 
y. 23, 24. and yet, after this, the land fhould be- 


come fruitful again, before the Meffiah’s coming, 


¥. 25. as fome interpret it. 


¥. 1. And it came to pafs in the days of Abaz the 
fon of Fotham, the fon of Uzziab king of Judah, 
&c,] Here begins a new prophecy under the reign | 
of another king ; who, tho’ a wicked king, had 
religious anceftors ; and who are mentioned, not as. 
the Fewifh writers“ generally fay; becaufe it was’ 
owing to their worthinefs that the enemies of Abaz 
could not prevail againft him ; but becaufe it was’ 
under thefe kings the prophet had prophefied: what 
is contained in the firft five chapters were delivered ' 
in the times of Uzziah; and the vifion in the fixth. 
was in the times of Fotham, in the beginning of his 
reign ; and what is faid here, and in fome follow- 
ing chapters, was in the time of dbaz; fo that 


“ Jarchi & Kimchi in loc. & Yalkut Simeoni, ex Berefhit Rabba, §. 63. fol. 54. 4. 


* Seder Olam Rabba, c. 28. p.85. Jarchi in ¥. 14. 


? Syria quievit {uper Ephraim, Forerius, Cocceius ; Syria acquiefcit in Ephraimo, Pifcator. 


| king of [/rael. 


Some render it, Syria led; thet is, 
its army unto Ephraim”, marched it into the land 
of I/rael, and there joined the king’ of /rael’s army; 
others, as the Vulgate Latin verfion, Syria refis goon 
Ephraim* depends upon, trufts in, takes heart 
and encouragement from Ephraim, or the ten trid:s,, 
being his ally. The Septuagint verfion is, Syria 
hath agreed with Ephraim, entered into-a-coni~ 

deracy and alliance with each other ; which is the 
fenfe of our verfion ; and is confirmed by the Yar- 
gum, which is, * the king of Syria is joined with. 
“the king of J/rael:” and bis heart was moved, 
and the heart of bis people, as the trees of the wood 
are moved with the wind, the metaphor denotes the 
ftreneth and force of the confederate armies, com- 
parable’ to a ftrong, bluftering, boifterous wind ;. 
fee If) xxxii. 2. Fer. iv. 14, 12. and the weaknefs 
of the king and people of Fudah, who were like to 
trees fhaken by the wind ; and alfo the fear they 
were poflefied with, partly thro’ confcioufnefs of 
guilt, and partly thro’ diftruft of divine power and 
providence; ‘and alfo on account of what they had 


| juffered already from thefe powerful enemies, when 


they attacked them fingly; and therefore might 
much more dread them, as they were combined to- 
gether againft them ; fee 2 Chron. xxviii. 5, 6—8. 
¥. 3. Then foid the Lord unto Ifaiah, &c.] The 
prophet, the infpired pen-man of thefé prophecies, 
that go by his name ; what follows, the Lord faid 
unto him in vifion, or by an articulate voice, or by 
an impulfe on his mind: go forth now to meet 
Abaz:, the prophet ‘was in the city of Ferufalem, 
and Abaz* was without, as appears: by the place 
after mentioned, where he ‘was to ‘meet him ; per- _ 
haps Azaz was at his county house ig upon 
the news brought him of the defigns of his ene- 
mies, he leaves, and betakes hi f 
_ be 
* Yalkut Simeoni in loc. 


his metropolis, and fortified city, where he 
Mh. 
Y =I) duxit exercitum, Tigurine verfion. — 


; ~ 
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be more fafe » or he, had -been out to Teconnoitre 
the pafies about Ferujfalem, and. give orders and di- 
rections for the {trengthening and keeping of them; 
thou, and Shear-jafhub thy Jon ; whole name figni- 
fies the remnant foall return, and who was eg 
_ with the prophet, to fuggeft either that the rem: 
nant that were, left of the former devaftations by 
thofe two kings, ought’ to ree to the Lord by 
repentance ; or that ain ’ the people of Fudab thould 
hereafter be,carried captive by the Afpyrians,, yet.a 
yemnantfhould return again. The Targum inter- | 
prets, this. not, of Laiak’s natural fon, but of, his 
didciples.; peraphiating it thus, ‘* thou, and the} i 
“+ reft of thy difciples, who have not finned, and 
* are turned.from fin :”. at. the end of. the conduit \ and fo Kimchi thinks, that he was. a man’ of the 
of the upper.pool ; for there was an upper pool, | children of Ephraim, whom they though? to"make 
and a lower one ; fee ch. xxii. 9. this was without’ king in ferufalem. The Targum underftands ‘not 
the city, and is the fame place where Rab/hekab | any particular perfon, but any one that fhould’ be 
afterwards ftood, and delivered his blafphemous thought proper ; and paraphrafes it thus, “ let us 
and terrifying fpeech, 2 Kings XVil..17:, im the} * appoint a king in the midft of it, who is right 
high way of the fullers field. where they wafhed and | “ for Us, = OF pleafes us; the name feems to be 
dried their, garments, and whitened them; the pool, | Syriac, fee Ezra iv. 7. 1 Kings xv. 18." Dr. Light- 
conduit, and field, being fit for their purpoke. foot thinks it is the fame with Tabrimmon, the name 
bah 4. And fay unto him, take heed,. and Be quiet,| of fome famous family in Syria. “One ’ fignifies 
&e.] Or keep thyfelf, notwithin the city, and from Good God; ‘and the other Good Rimmon, ‘which'was 
fighting with.his enemies, .but from unbelief, fear,| the name of the idol of the Syrians, 2 Kings v. 
and dread ; or as the Septuagint verfion, keep thy-| 18. 
felf, that thou mayep be-quiet*, be eafy, ftill, and|]| y. 7. Thus faith the Lord, it foal. not ftand, &c. } 
filent, and fee the. falvation of God : ‘the Sequi lh That is, the counfel they 1 had ‘taken againft Judah 
writers interpret the firft-word of refting and fet-| to yex it, make a breach in it, and’ fet a king’ of 
tling, as wine upon the lees; fee ‘Yer. xlviii. 11: their own liking over it; fo the Sépruaghit “and 
fear not; this explains the former : neither be Saint- Arabic verfions render the. "words, that ' ‘conafel ‘(pail 
Hearted, ox let thy heart be foft.”, and melt like wax,|| not fiand , the counfel’ of God fhalf ftand? "but not 
thro’ dread and.diffidence : forthe two,tails of: fh the counfel of men, when itis Slee hin,” Prod. 
Smoking fire-brands ,. meaning the, two kings gf Syria\| xix. 21. IJ, xlyi..10 : Sneitper “foal it: com ‘1b Daf; 
and J/rael:, and fo the Largum, “ for thefe two | or Shall not be; fo far “from ftahding; Mfucdeeding, 
‘AS kings, who. ate-as fmoking fire-brands,;’ *,4,me¢- |. and going forward, ‘tll it as brought'to@ final a¢- 
.taphor,ufed,to, ‘exprefs the, weaknefs of , thefe princes, erwin it fhould ‘Hot, take “heat or. r page 
their vain, wrath and impotent fury, , and Ahe.thort | a being 
continuance of. it; they :being: like ;to. -fire-brands 
wholly burnt jand, confumed to,.the; end; 5) ale 
“part remaining which could not be, Jaid, hold upon [ 
stonight fires-or, burn, with, and that only. fmoking, | 
rand the fmoke juft, ready,.to,wanith..\ For the yrerce 
anger; of Rezin.with Syrig, aid,,of the ai. of 5 Pale 
Jiah,;~this thews who; are meant, by, the. EHP fire : 
-brands, Rezix: king, of Syria, and Pekgh King... of | city, was ia ee i Rash ‘Hela go- 
Afrael 5 and-what, by the {moke of them, “their. fierce | yern, . is dominion “thoutd not b * élatged 5 ‘and 
anger ; which, tho’ ig feemed. to.threatemywith jutter Alrgzy, ae of de might affire, ‘hithfelé, that 
_deftruction, » in- the epinion of, dbaz, and his. court R i pan neve 4 fore t ‘his bene or be 
was.only like the fmoke.of a, fire-brand, (bunt 7 ‘ 
ithejerid, »weak. and yanidhing {far 
“no. SeisBecaufe, Syria,.. isan apd ike San, of. Re- 
moaliaby 860.) aid that, there,were. three “parties in 


Tell Cy 


athe geawolel and Bee cake, againtt, sees only 


among them, and then part the.kingdom between 

us ©; or if we can’t agree on ‘that, Tet ts fet“up a 
king of our own, as Polis and feta king in ‘the 
midft of it, even the fon’ of Tabeal’, which farchi, 
by a fituation of the alphabet the “Yeats call Albam, 
makes it to be the fame with Remala,’ that is, Re: 
maliab , and {fo fuppofes, that the*intentién Was to 
fet Pekab, fon of Remaliah, king “of eas ovet 
Fudah ; but it is’ not reafonable to think, that the: 
king of Syria fhould join’ in fuch a defi n; and 
befides, the method of’ interpretation, ‘Aber "Ezra 
fays, is mere vanity ; and whofe fenfe of the words 
is much. preferable, taking Tabeal to be the name 
of fome great prince, either of Tjrael or of Syria; 


him, 

ie i, Be dh ee Ve ‘Year's pull epbraim > 
4, wf) gt it be not a 1G ie; which is by” fome rec- 
eres t_ from the ‘time oF this ‘prophecy, that 
ara. he third of fourth year, of Abaz, who 
reigned in. all but fixteen years ; ‘atid inthe ninth 
. of gia. i ed sl and in Le fi aa of fie. 
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“© the kingdom of the houfe of J/rael thall ceafe.” 
This is commonly reckoned by the Fewi/h writers *, 
from the prophecy of mos, who prophefied two 
years before the earthquake in Uzziab’s time, con- 
cerning the captivity both of Syria and Irael, Amos 
iI, 5. and vil. 11, 17. which account may be 
carried either thro’ the kings of Fudab or of I/rael; 
archi goes the former way, reckoning thus, “‘ the 
“* prophecy of Amos was two years before Uzziab 
“* wag {mitten with the leprofy, according to Amos 
<j. 1, Uzziah was a leper 25 years, lo 27.  Fo- 
tham reigned 16 years, Abaz 16, and Hezekiah 6; 
as it is faid, in the fixth year of Hezekiah (that 
is, the ninth year of Hofbea king of Ijrael) Samaria 
was taken, 2 Kings xviii. 10. lo 65 years.” So 
Abarbinel ; but Kimchi goes the latter way, which 
comes to the fame, reckoning thus, ‘‘ the pro- 
“< phecy of 4mos, according to computation, was 
in the 17th year of ‘Feroboam, fon of Foafb, king 
of I/rael, how is it? Feroboam reigned 41 years, 
Menahem to, fo there are 51; Pekabiab the fon 
of Menahem 2, fo 53; and Pekah 20, fo 73; 
and Ho/bea the fon of Elab g, and then J/rael 
were carried captive, fo there are 82: take out 
of them 17 (the years of Feroboam before the 
prophecy) and there remain 65, the number in- 
tended; for we don’t reckon the fixth months 
of Zechariah, and the month of Shallum.” — Coc- 
ceius reckons from the death of Feroboam, who 
died in the 41ft year of his reign, and in the rsth 
of Uzziah, fo that there remained 37 years of Uz- 
ziah ; in the 20th of Fotham, that is, in the 4th 
after his death, Ho/bea fon of Elah was made king, 
this was the 12th of Abaz, 2 Kings xv. 30. and 
xvii. r. dnd in the oth of Hofbea, Samaria was 
taken, and J/rael carried captive. But Funius and 
Tremellius are of a different mind from either of 
thefe, and think the prophecy wholly refpects time 
to comes they obferve that,.‘* J/aiah in thefe words 
“* firft fhews, that the kingdom of Syria fhould be 
“* immediately cut off, and the king fhould die, 
** which at furtheft muft needs happen four years 
“* after; fo (fay.they) we may fuppofe that thefe 
** things were faid by the prophet in the firft year 
of Abaz; thence; from the deftruction of the 
Syrians, to the full carrying captive of the J/- 
raelites, or from the time of this prophecy, 65 
years muft have run out; for altho’ the king- 
dom _of J/rael was abolifhed in the 6th year of 
Hezekiah, yet I/rael did ‘not immediately ceafe 
to be a people, when only fome part of it was 
carried-away ; but they éntirely ceafed to be a 
people, when new colonies were introduced by 
Efar-haddon, the fon of. Sennacherib, and all the 
Jfraelites were forced into bondage, which the 
Samaritans explain, Ezra iv..2. wherefore fo’ we 
fix the feries of the times, from the 4th ‘year of 
Abaz, in which the kingdom of Syria fell, unto 
the end, are 11 years, Hezekiah reigned 29 years, 
fo the laft tranflation, df the J/raelites was in the 
25th year of Manaffeh’s reign ; but if you be- 
gin from the time of the prophecy, the ‘thin 

‘‘-will fall upon the 21ft or .22d° of Manaffeh’s 
‘* reign, at-which time perhaps, as fome fay, Ma- 
** najeb was carried captive into Babylon.” “And 
of this mind. was the learned Dr. Prideaux*, who 
obferves, that in the 22d year of Manafehs Efar- 
haddon prepared a great army, and marched ‘into 
the parts of Syria and Paleftine, and again ‘added 
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them to the Affjrian empire ; ‘and adds, “* and then 
‘* was accomplifhed the prophecy which was fpoken’ 
by J/aiah in the firft year of Abaz againft Sama~ 
ria, that within threefcore and five years Ephraim 
fhould be abfolutely broken, fo as from thence- 
forth to be no more a people; for this year be-: 
ing exactly fixty-five years from the firft of 
Abaz, Efar-haddon, after he had fettled all af- 
fairs in Syria, marched into the land of [rael, 
and there taking captive all thofe who were the 
remains of the fetil captivity (excepting only 
fome few, who efcaped his hands, and conti~ 
nued {till in the land) carried them away into 
Babylon and Affyria ; and then, to prevent the 
land becoming defolate, he brought others from’ 
Babylon, and trom Cutha, and from Havab, and 
Hamath, and Sepbervaim, to dwell in the cities 
of Samaria in their ftead ; and fo the ten tribes 
of J/rael, which had feparated from the houfe 
of David, were brought to a full and utter de+ 
ftruction, and never after recovered themfelves” 
‘‘ again.” And this feems to be the true accom=* 
plifhment of this prophecy ; tho’ the fenfe of the 
JFewi/o writers is followed by many; and preferred 
by Noldius; fo that there is no need with Grozius 
and Vitringa to fuppofe a corruption of the text. 
Guffetius ' fancies, that ww, fignifies twice fix, 
that is, twelve; as "wy, twice ten, or twenty; 
and fo five added to twelve, makes feventeen; and 
from the fourth of Abaz, to the taking of Sama-- 
ria, was about feventeen years. } 
¥. 9. And the head of Ephraim is Samaria, &e. 
Samaria was the metropolis or chief city of Ephraim, 
or the ten tribes of I/rael: and the head of Samaria 
is Remaliah’s fon; Pekab, fon of Remaliah, was 
king of Samaria, as of all I/racl. The fenfe is, 
that until the fixty-five years were’ ended, there” 
fhould be no enlargement of the kingdom of J/rael;’ 
Fudah fhould not be added to it; Samaria Thould 
continue, and not Feru/alem be the metropolis of it; 
and Pekab, during his life, fhould be king of J- 
rael, but not of Fudab. If ye will not believe , the 
Targum adds, ‘* the words of the prophet 3”?! /urely 
ye foall not be eftablifbed, or remain ® , that is, in 
their own land, but fhould be carried captive) as. 
they were after a time; orit is, becaufe ye are mot 
true and firm; in the faith ‘of God, as Kimchi: in=* 
terprets it ; or, Lecaufe ye ‘are not confirmed® y that 
is, by a fign; wherefore it follows, © bys 
y. 10. Moreover the Lord {pake again unto Ahaz, 
&c.] By the prophet J/ciah ; faying, as fellows). 
y. 11, 4k thee a fign of the Lord thy’God, Bec} 
For tho’.dbaz was a wicked man, yet the Liord 
was his God, as he was the'God of the’ people» of 
Tfrael in general, as a nation; and knowing his” 
unbelief and diffidence of his word unto ‘himjoffers” 
to confirm it by a fign or miracle + o/h itveither én 
‘the depth, or in the height above in earth, or in- 
heaven : fo the Targum, -** afk that a miracle may» 
“* be done*for thee upon’earth, or pre nae Hs ) 
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‘be fhown ‘thee in ‘heaven';”” either'that the 
might gape and open its mouth, as inthe days of© 
Mo/es ; ‘or that the fun might ftand ftill, “as i A 
times of Fofbua , or that a dead man might be 
raifed out of the depth of the earth ; ‘or thatthere - 
might be-fonte ftrange appearances in the heavens» 
y. 12. But Abaz foid, I will not afk, Sec Thar 
is, a fign Gr miracle to be wrought 5 Potion 
ling to take the advice tobe ftill and 1 
il: abelian 
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make no preparation for war, or feek out for help 
fromthe Afyrians, and to rely upon. the promife 
and.power of God, and therefore chofe not to have 
it.confirmed by a fign); adding as an excufe, neither 
will I tempt the Lord, by afking a fign ; fuggefting 
that this was contrary to the command of God, 
Deut. vi. 16. fo pretending religion and reverence 
of God ;, whereas, to afk a fign of God when it 
was offered, could not be reckoned a tempting him; 
but, on the contrary, to refufe one when offered, 
argued great ftubbornnedfs and ingratitude, as Calvin 
well obferves, , 
oi 03~ And he faid, &c.| That is, the prophet 
Haiah; which. fhows that it was by him the Lord 
tpoke the foregoing words: hear ye now, O houfe 
of David, for not. only Abaz, but his family, 
courtiers, and counfellors were all of the fame mind 
with him, not to afk a fign of God, nor to depend 
upon his promife of fafety, but to feck out for 
help, and provide againft the worft themfelves. 
Some think that Abaz’s name is not mentioned, 
and that this phrafe is ufed by way of contempt, 
and as expreflive of indignation and. refentment : 
is,ita fmall thing for you to weary man; meaning 
fuch as. himfelf, the prophets of the Lord; fo the 
Targum, ‘is ita {mall thing that ye are trouble- 
‘« fome to the prophets ;” difturb, grieve, and vex 
them, by obftinacy and unbelief : dut will ye weary 
my God alfo? the Targum is, ‘‘ for ye are trouble- 
“* fome to the words of my God ;” or injurious to 
them, by not believing them; or to God himfelf, 
by rejecting fuch an offer of a fign, as was made 
to them. 
¥. 14. Therefore the Lord himfelf fhall give you a 
Sign, &c.] Whether they would afk one or no; a 
fign both in heaven and earth, namely, the -pro- 
mifed Meffiah ; who being the Lord from heaven, 
would take flefh of a virgin on earth; and who as 
man, being buried in the heart of the earth, would 
be raifed from thence, and afcend up into heaven; 
and whofe birth, tho’ it was.to be many years after, 
was a; fign..of .prefent deliverance to ‘Judah, from 
the confederacy of the two kings of Syria and J/rael; 
and of future fafety, fince it was not poffible that 
this kingdom fhould ceafe to be one, until the 
Meffiah was. come, who was to pring: from Fudah, 
and beof the:-houfe of David ; wherefore by how 
much the longer off was.his birth, by fo much the 
longer was their fafety. _ Bebold a virgin fhall con- 
ceive, and beara, fon; this is not to be underftood 
of Hezekiah, the fon of Abaz, by his wife, as fome 
‘Fewifh writers interpret it; which interpretation 


Farchi refutes, by obferving that Hezekiah was nine | 


years old when his father began to reign, and this 
being, as he fays, the fourth year of his reign, he’ 
ruft be at this time thirteen years of age; in like. 
manner, ben Exra and, Kimchi object to it; and 
befides, ,his.mother.could not be’ called a virgin ; 
and for the fame reafon, it can’t be underftood of, 
any.other fon,of his either by his wife, as. Kimchi’ 
thinks, or by fome young woman; moreover, no! 
other, fon.of his was ever Lord.of Judea, as this| 
Tinmanuel is reprefented ‘to. be, in. ch. viii. 8. nor 
cam. it’ be. interpreted of. [/aiah’s wife and fon, as 
Mben Exra and Farchi think , fince the prophet! 
could never call her a virgin, who had bore him: 
‘children, one of which was now with him; nor 
indeed a young woman, but rather the prophete/s, as: 
in ch, viii. 3. nor was any fon of his king of 7u- 
fabs. as this appears to be, in the place before 
cited; but the Meffiah is here meant, who was.to 
be born of a,pure virgin as the word here ufed 
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wledge.of good and bad food, {9 as to chufe 
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fignifies, in all places-where:it-is' mentioned, as ‘Gen. 
xxiv. 43. Exod. ii. 8. Pf Ixviiio21,.Cant. i: 3. and 
vi. 8. and even in Prov. xxx.'19. which is the in- 
{tance the Fews give of the word “being ufed ofa 
woman. corrupted ; fince it does not appear that» 
the maid and the adulterous woman’are one and 
the fame perfon; and if they were, fhe might,’ 
tho’ vitiated, be called a maidor virgin, *from her 
own profeffion of herfelf, or as fhe appeared ‘to 
others who knew her not, or as fhe was antecedent 
to her defilement ;. which is no unufual thing in 
{cripture, fee Deut. xxii. 28. to which may be add- 
ed, that not only the Evangelift Marthew renders 
the word by wae’sG, a virgin; but the Septuagint 
interpreters, who were ews, fo rendered the word ' 
hundreds of years before him ; and beft agrees with: 
the Hebrew word, which comes from the root toby, 
which fignifies to bide or, cover; virgins being 
covered and unknown to men; and in the eaftern 
country were ufually kept reclufe, and were fhut 
up from the public company and converfation of 
men:.and now this was the fign that was to be 
civen, and a miraculous one it was, that the Mef-" 


fiah fhould be born of a pure and incorrupt virgin ; 


and therefore a behold is prefixed to it, as a note of 
admiration; and what elfe could be this fign or 
wonder? not furely that a young married woman, 
either Abaz’s or T/atab’s wife, fliould be with child, 
which is nothing furprifing, and of which there are 
repeated inftances every day ; nor was it, that the* 
young woman was unfit for conception at the time 
of the prophecy, which was the fancy of fome, as 
Farchi reports, fince no fuch intimation is given 
either in the text or context; nor did it lie in this,’ 
that it was a male child, and not a female, which 
was predicted, as R. Saadiah Gaon, in Aben Ezra, 
would have it ; for the fign or wonder does not lie . 
in the truth of the prophet’s prediction, but in the 
creatnefs of the thing prediéted ; befides, the veri- 
fication of this would not have given the prophet’ 
much credit, nor Abaz and the houfe of David 
much comfort, fince this might have been afcribed 
father to an happy conjecture, than to a fpirit of 
prophecy ; much lefs can the wonder be, ‘that this 
child fhould eat butter and honey, as foon as it was 
born, as Aben Exra and Kimchi fuggeft , fince no- 
thing is more natural to, and'common with young 
children, than to take down any kind of liquids 
which are fweet and pleafant. And shall call bis 
name Immanuel, which is by. interpretation, God 
with us,‘ Matt. i. 23. whence it appears, that the 
Mefiiah. is. truly God, as well. as truly man: the 
naine is expreflive of the union of the two natures, 
human and divine, in him; of his office as’ Me- 
diator, who being both God and man, is a middle 
perfon between both ; of his converfe with men on 
earth, and of his fpiritual prefénce with his people. 
See Jobn i. 14. 1.Tim. iii. 16. % 
y.15. Butter and honey foall he eat, 8cc.] As 
the Meffiah Jefus no doubt did ; fince he was born 
in a Jand flowing with milk and honey, and in a 
time of plenty, being a time of general peace ; fo 
that this. phrafe points at the place where, and the 
time when, the Meffiah fhould be born, as well as 


‘expreffes the truth of his human nature, and the 
‘manner of his bringi 


up, which was in common 
with that of other children. «NOM fignifies the 
cream of milk, as well as butter, as Farchi in Gen. 
xviii. 8. obferves ; and milk and honey were com- 
mon food for infants : that he may know to refuse 
the evil, and chufe the good, meaning not know- 
the 
one, 
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one, and refule the other; but knowledge of moral ;ced cities, excepting ‘Ferufalem, and came up e1 
good ahd evil; and this does not defign the end’ to that, 2 Kings xviii. 13—17. and in the times 
of his eating buttér and honey, as if that was in | Zedekiah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, « 
order to gain fuch knowledge, which have no fuch | up againft Feru/alem, and deitroyed it, and ¢ 
ufe and tehdency; but the time until which he the people of Fudab-captive, 2 Kings xxv. 1—2 
fhould live on fuch food ; namely, until he was | and thefe are the evil days, the days of af 
grown up, or come to years of difcretion, when | and adverfity here threatened : days that have 
he a te diftinguifh between good’ and evil ; fo | come, from the day that Ephraim departed from 
that as the former phrafe fhews that he affimed a | meaning the revolt of the ten tribes from the h 
true body like ours, which was nourifhed with |of David, in the times of Reboboam, 1 Kings xii. 
proper food; this, that he affamed a reafonable| 16—20. which was a day of great adverf Ys a 
foul, which by degrees grew and increafed in wif- | great afflition to the houte of Yudab; and there 
dom and knowledge ; fee Luke ii. 52. ymy‘9 fhould | had been feveral evil days fince, and that very 
be rendered, until be knows; as wD in Lev. xxiv. | lately ; as when the king of Syria came into the 
12. which the Chaldee paraphrafe of Onkelos ren- | land, and carried away great multitudes captives to 
ders, until it was declared to them; and fo the Tar- | Damafcus ; and when, Pekah king of I/rael, flew in 
gum here, “ butter and honey fhall he eat, whilft | fudeb on one’day a hundred and twenty thoufand 
“© or before the child knows not, or until he knows ’ 
“¢ to refufe the evil, and chufe the good.” 

¥.16. For before the child fhall know to refufe 
the evil, and chufe the good, 8c.) This may be 
underftood, of J/aiah’s child, Shear-Fafhub, he had 
along with him, he was bid to take with him; 
and who therefore muft be fuppofed to bear fome 
part, or anfwer fome end or other, in this pro- 
‘phecy ; which ’tis very probable may be this, viz. 
to affure dbaz and the houfe of David, that the 
land which was abhorred by thein, fhould be for- 
faken of both its kings, before the child that ‘was 
with him was grown to years of difcretion ; tho’ it 
may be underftood of any child, and fo of the 
Meffiah; and the fenfe be, that before any child, 
or new-born babe, fuch an one as is promifed ¥. 14. 
arrives to years of difcretion, even in the fpace of 
a few years, this remarkable deliverance fhould be 
wrought, and the Yews freed from all fears of being 
deftroyed by thefe princes: the land that thou “ab- 
horreft. foall be forfaken of both her kings; meaning 
not the land of Fudea, now diftrefled by them, 
which they fhould leave ; for that could not be faid 
to be abhorred by Abaz, or the houfe of David; 
but the land of J/rael and Syria, called one land, 
becaufe of the confederacy between the kings of 
them, Rezin and Remaliah’s fon, which Abaz and 
his nobles abhorred, becaufe of their joining’ to- 

ether againft them ; and fo it was, that in a’ very 
fittle time both thefe kings were cut off; Pekab 
the fon of Remaliah was flain by Hofbea the fon of 
Elab, who feigned in his ftead, 2 Kings xv. 3o. 
and Rezin was flain by the king of dfjria, 2 Kings 


valiant men, and catried captive two hundred thous 
fand women, fons and daughters, with a great fpoul, 
2 Chron. xxviii. 5, 6, 7, 8. and yet theie ‘were. not 
to be compared with the calamitous times ye 
‘come : even the king of Afpria, or with the king of 
Afpria, as the Vulgate Latm verfion senders it 5 
rather the meaning is, that thofe days of trouble 
fhould come, dy the king of Affyria’, as they 
The Septuagint verfion renders it, from the day 
Ephraim took away from Judah the king of the 
rians ; and the Syriac and Arabic verfions, juft 
reverfe, from the day that the king of the Afyrians, 
or Afyria, carried away Ephraim from Fudeas nei- 
ther of ‘them right. HES Toe a a eae 
¥.18. And it foall come'to pafs in that day, cae | 
The time when thofe evil. days before fpoken: 6 
fhould take'place : that the Lord foal ‘bifs for ‘the 
Sty that is in the-uttermoft part of the rivers of Egypt 5- 
or flies, as ‘the Septuagint, Syriac and Arabic ¢ 
fions tender it; the Egyptians fo called,” cal 
their country abounted with flies; ‘and ‘becaufe “oF 
the multitude of their armies, and ‘the fwiftnels” 
their march ; this feems to have had its'accon plith 
ment, when Pharath-Nechob ‘king’ of Egypt 
Fofiah, put -his fon Fehoahaz, that “reigned 
him, -in bands, placed Eliakim~his ‘brother in _ 
ftead, and made thé land ‘of ‘Yudeh tributary to 
him, 2 Kings xxiii, 29 —35. tho’ fome think eithet 
the “Edomites or Philijtines, that bordered’on Eg 
are’ meant; who in 4baz’s time invaded ‘Fuda 
brought it low, 2 Chron. xxviii. 17, 18," 9. ore 
the Lthiopians, that inhabited on the ‘Ai erm 
borders of Egypt, ‘and the rivers. of it ; who either 
XVi. 9. ats came up ‘feparatély againft Fudab, “or ferved unde: 
~ ¥_ 47. The Lord fhall bring upon thee, &c.| “Thele | Nebuchadnezzar, {ee If. xvti.1, and xx: 1. ahd 
‘words are directed to Abaz ; and’ fhew, that’ tho’ | xxkvii. 9. 2 Kings xxiv. 2 :-and es bi 


-he and his kingdom would be fafe. from the two | in the land of Afpria, the Affprian army 
Kings that conipired againit him, ‘yet evils fhould | becaufe the country ‘abounded with! bees $7an 
‘come upon him from another ‘quarter, “even from || Caufé ‘of the nurhber. of their armies, * cir: m 
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hives into the fields, and from thence into their 
hives again, by tinkling of brafs, or by fome mu- 
fical found, in one way or another, ; 
¥.19. And they fhall come, &c.) The Egyptian 
and Ajjyrian armies, when the Lord calls for them 
in his providence, and his time is come to make 
ufe of them, as a fcourge to his people: and shall 
reft all of them in the defolate vallies; made fo by 
war ; this is faid in allufion to flies and bees refting 
on trees and flowers; and fignifies that thefe armies, 
after long and tedious marches, fhould all of them 
without being diminifhed by the way, enter the land 
of Fudea, fill all places, and take up their abode there 
for a while: and in the holes of the rocks. | Kimchi 
thinks that the former phrafe defigns cities in val- 
lies, and this, fortified cities which are upon rocks : 
and upon all thorns, and upon all bufhes; in allufion 
to flies and bees. Kimchi interprets this of un- 
walled towns and villages. The Targum of the 
whole verfe is, ‘* and they fhall all of them come 
*© and dwell in the ftreets of the cities, and in the 
** clifts of the rocks, and -in all deferts full of 
** fedges, and in all houfes of praife.” The fenfe 
is, that they fhould be in all cities, towns, and vil- 
lages, whether fortified or not, and in all houfes 
high and low, rich and. poor, in cottages and 
in palaces; there would be no place free from them, 
nor no efcaping out of their hands, 
y¥.20. In the fame day Jhall the Lord foave with a 
razor that is hired, &c.] Meaning the Afprian 
monarch, whom he would ufe as an inftrument in 
his hand to fpoil and cut off the people of the Fews ; 
who is compared to a razor for fharpnefs; and for 
the thorough work, and utter ruin and deftruction, 
he fhould be the means of; and called an hired 
one, either in reference to the prefent baz fent to 
the king of Affpria, by which-he prevailed upon 
him to come and help him againft the kings of 
Syria and Jfrael, 2 Kings xvi..7, 8, 9. or to a-re- 
ward given by the Lord to Nebuchadnezzar for. the 
fervice in which he employed him, fee Ezek, xxix. 
18, 19, 20: namely, by them beyond the river; not 
Nile, but Euphrates; even the Affyrians, Chaldeans, 
and Babylonians, who lived on the other fide that 
river ; which, with what follows, explains the fi- 
mile of the razor: dy the king of Afpria;. who 
ruled over thofe beyond the river : the bead and the 
hair of the feet; and it fhall alfo confume the beard ; 
fignifying that as a razor cuts off the hair entirely 
wis it is applied, and leaves nothing behind, 
whether of the head, beard, or feet, or privy parts, 
which are meant by the latter; fo the king of 4fy- 
ria fhould carry all clean off captive out of the land 
of Judea ; king, princes, nobles, and common 
people ; thofe of the higheft, and of the middling, 
and of the loweft clafs,. The Targum is, ‘‘ in that 
“< time the Lord fhall flay them as one is flain by 
“< a fharp fword, by clubs, and by faws, by thofe 
“< beyond the river, and by the king of Afyria; the 
«< king, and his army, and even his rulers together 
“ fhall he deftroy.” So archi explains it. Several 
of the Jewi/b writers, as Aben Ezra, Abarbinel, and 
Kimchi*, explain this of the angel of the Lord 
deftroying Sennacherib’s army, when before Feru- 
falem, in Hezekiab’s time ; fo the latter, interprets 
it: the head; the heads of his armies: the hair of 
the feet, the multitude of the people : the, deard 
the king who died, not in the camp, but was killed 
His higtonnin isa own land;,,but.this is not a pro- 
We frid ofs son ogee ait wl [24 awe 
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phecy of the deftruction of the Afjrian army, but 
of the Fewih people by it ; and the whole denotes 
the mean and low condition, the ftate of flavry 
and bondage, the Jews fhould be brought into ; 
of which the fhaving of the hair is the fymbol ; it 
was ufual to fhave the head and hair of fuch as 
were taken captive, as a fign of reproach and fer- 
vitude 3; fee 2 Sam. x. 4'. 

¥.21. And it foall come to pafs in that day, &e.] 
Not in the days of Hezekiah, after the deftruction 
of Sennacherib’s army, when there followed great 
fruitfulnefs and plenty, J: xxxvii. 30, 31. as Kim- 
chi and Farchi interpret it; but in the days of Ne- 
buchadnezzar, after the deftruétion of Ferufalen, 
when fome poor men were left in the land to till it, 
Jer. xxxix. 10. for of thefe, and not of rich men, 
are the following words to be underftood: that 4 
man foall nourifo a young cow, and two foeep; this 
feems to denote both the {carcity of men and cattel, 
thro’ the ravages of the army of the Chaldeans ; 
that there fhould not be large herds and flocks, 
only a fingle cow, and two or three fheep; and yet 
mien fhould be fo few; and families fo thin, that 
thefe would be fufficient to fupport them com- 
fortably, 

¥. 22. And it fhall come to pafs, fcr the abundance 
of milk that they foall give, &c.| The cow and the 
two fheep, having large paftures, and few cattel to 
feed upon them, thofe few would give fuch abun- 
dance of milk, that the owner of them would make 
butter of it, and live upon it, having no occafion 
to eat milk ; and there being few or none to fell it 
to: be fhall eat butter; the milk producing a fuf- 
ficient quantity of it for himfelf and his family : 
for butter and honey foall every one eat that is left in 
the land, fignifying that tho’ they would be few, 
they would enjoy a plenty of fuch fort of food, as 
their {mall flocks and herds would furnifh them 
with, and the bees produce. The Targum and 
Farcbi' interpret this of the righteous that fhall be 
left in the land; but it is rather to be extended 
unto all; righteous and unrighteous, 

¥.23. And it foall come to pafs in that day, that 
every place fall be, &c.| Barren and unfruitful, for 
want, of men to till the ground: where there were 
a thoufand vines, at a thoufand filverlings, which 
were fo good, as to be fold or let out for fo many 
filver fhekels™; or the fruit of them came to fuch 
a price; fee Cant. viii. 11: it foall even be for briers 
and thorns ; for want of perfons to ftock the ground 
and cultivate it. 

¥.24. With arrows and with bows foall men come 
thither, 8cc.] For fear of wild beafts, ferpents, and 
{corpions, .as Yarchi; or in order to hunt them, as 
others; or becaufe of thieves and robbers, as ben 
Ezra: becaufe all the land foall become briers and 
thorns; among which fuch creatures, and fuch fort 
of men, would hide themfelves. 

¥.25. And on all hills that foall be digged with 
the. mattock, &c.] Which could not be ploughed 
with a plough, but ufed to be dug with a mattock 
or fpade, and then fowed with corm: there fhall not 
come. thither, the fear of briers and thorns; where 
thorns and briers ufed not to grow, and where there 
was no fear or danger of being over-run with 
them, as the vineyards in the vallies and champain 
country; yet thofe places fhould become defolate 
in another way; or rather, there fhall be now no 
fences made of briers,and thorns, which deter pen 
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42 
from entering into fields and vineyards thus fenced : 
‘put it foall be for the fending’ forth of oxen; and for 
the treading of leffer cattel ; there being'no fence of 
briers’and thorns to‘keep'them out’; cattel both of 
the greater and lefir fort fhould get into the corn, 
and teéd upon it, and make’ fuch places defolate, 
where much pains were taken to cultivate ‘them. 
The Targum is, * it fhall be for’a place of ‘lying 
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FEANAIS chapter contains a confirmation of the 

] fudden deftruction of the kingdoms of Syria 
and J/rael, by another fign; a threatening to thofe 
that gloried in the kings of thofe nations, with an 
invafion’ of their land, by the Afprien monarch ; 
a farcaftic addrefs’ to thofe that joined in confe- 
deracy againtt Fudab, fome directions and in{truc- 
tions to the people of God ; and fome prophecies 
concerning the Meffiah, and the miferabie eftate of 
the Yews, that fhould reject him and his gofpel. 
‘The fign given is a fon-of the prophet J/aiab, whom 
his wife conceived and bore, and whofe name was 
written with ‘a\ man’s pen, Maber-/halal-haj/b-baz, 
of ‘which there -were witnefles, whofe names are 
mentioned; and.’tis: predicted, that before this child 
fhould have knowledge to call his father and mo- 
ther, Damafcus and Samaria, the chief cities of Syria 
and J/rael; would be taken and fpoiled by the king 
of Afyria; x. 1, 2; 3, 4. who would invade the land 
‘of Jracl, and-even pafS thro’ the land: of Fudah, 
as a chaftifement not only of the J/rae/ites that re- 
joiced in Reziz and Remaliah’s fon, the kings of 
Syria and Jfrael ; but alfo of thofe ews who chofe 
to'be under them, or neglected the promife of God, 
and‘ applied. to Afpria tor help, ¥.5, 6, 7, 8. and 
then both the people of J/ae/ and of Syria are ad- 
drefled* ina ‘farcaftic way, to affociate and take 
counfel ‘together, ‘when they fhould be broke to 
pieces, and their counfél come to nought, ¥. 9, ro. 
and the prophet’ being inftruéted by the Lord*how 
to behave among the people of the Yews, advifes 
them not to join with them whofe cry was a con- 
federacy with Afpria, nor to be afraid: of the two 
kings thatvwere ‘come up againft them, but? 'to 
fanctify' the Lord of hofts, and ‘truft in him, ‘and’ 
make him the object of their: fear and dread,’ ¥. 11, 
12,13. whichis enforced. from the: confideration 
of what the Lord, who is no other: than the Mef- 
fiah; would be, both to-his own people, and to: his 
enemies 5 tothe one afanctuary, and to the other 
atftoré“of ftumbling, a rock of offence, a gin, and 
am{nare, v.14} 15. then follows an inftruction to the 
prophet:to:take care of the gofpel of Chrift; and 
communicateit to his-difciples, ¥. 16. upon which 
the prophet determines to keep waiting ‘and looking 
for his coming, who ‘at prefent was hidden from 
thé people of God; ¥v17. wherefore the Meffiah 
iv introduced,:as prefenting himfelf and his children 
to the® prophet’s view,*which would. be for figns 
ahd wonders in Irae, gazed ‘at and reproached, 
ya°r8i “and ‘then the folly and>wanity of feeking 
counfel ‘of the Scribes and “Pharifees) when ‘Chrift 
fhould be’ come in the fleth, is expofed p whofe 
gofpel fhould be attended “to, and not ‘thofé dark 
afid blind guides, ¥/-19,'20) and the ‘chapter is 
concluded with the wretched ‘condition: of the Fews 
that called Jefus accurfed ; they fhould paf§ thro’ 
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‘© down of oxen,’ and for a place of dwelling ‘of 


flocks of fheep;” not for’paftures,’ but for folds 


for them ; tho’ the Septuagint, Vulgate Latin, Syriac 
and Arabic verfions fuggeft, thefe places fhould be- 
come paftures ; and therefore fome underftand this 
as a prophecy of a change in the country for the 
better; and of the great fruitfulnefs of it after the 
Fews return from the Babylonifh captivity.’ ~ +.» 
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the land, .and find no food $ and look into it, and 
fee-nothing but darknefs and mifery, ¥. 215.2200 


y¥. 1. Moreover, the Lord faid unto me, 8c.) This 
is another. prophecy, confirming. the fame thi 
that was promifed in the preceding chapter} name- 
ly, fafety to the Fews from the two kings Of “Sy 
and Jfrael, which combined againft them: take thee 
a great roll, or volume, a writing-book,’ a ¥oll of 
parchment, in which form» the ancients’ uféd- to 
write, P/) xl. 7. ~The Targum renders it, a table's 
a writing-table, fuch an one'as Zacharias called far, 
Luke i. 63. and this was to be a yreat or large one; 
becaufe much was to be written in it ; or whatiwas 
to be written, was to be written in) large letters! 
and write in it with a man’s pen; fach as men ufa- 
ally write with ; and in fuch a ftile and language 
as may be eafily underftood by men, even tho? un- 
learned ; and fo-clearly and plainly, that he that 
runs may read; and fo the Tergum, “* write in it 
‘* a clear writing ;” very plain, and explicit; and 
legible : concerning Maber-fhalal-hafb-baz , a fon of 
the prophet J/aiah, fo called, ¥. 3. whofe name’ 
was very fignificant, and was given -him on pur~ 
pofe to exprefs the fudden deftruction of the ene- 
mies of Fidah. The Targum renders it, ** haften 
“€ to feize the prey, and to take away the fpoil’” 
Some tranflate it, in haftening the prey, the /poiler 
haftens ; perhaps it maybe better rendered,. bafen 
to the pol, haften to the prey, as if the words were- 
fpoken to the Afyrian monarch, to haften. to- the’ 
{poil of Damafcus and Samaria , and the’ repetition’ 
of’ the fame thing” im different words, *may’ have 
refpect to the fpoils of both, fee ¥. 4. and for-the' 
greater Confirmation of the thing: Gufetius has a. 
very peculiar fancy about the fenfe of this text “he 
obferves that 7M; rendered a pen, fignifies fome’ 
hollow veffel, ‘in which things were put; and fup-" 
pofes. that it here defigns a man’s cheft, or fome’ 
fuch thing ; in which garments might’ be laid up 
and referved : and”y)"43, is the fingular of a word” 
ufed in ‘chap. iii} 23 for fome fort of luxuriousi 
garments wore by women; fo that upon the whole; * 
the réading and fenfe of the words are, ‘that the” 
prophet is bid to take ‘a large garment of the-above | 
fort, and‘write upon jt, putting it into the: cheft, - 
this for Maber-/halal-hafh-baz , fignitying it was to 
liethere till this child was°born.; an ating 
hereby, that the women, far from battel, would-be” 
{poiled of their foft and pretious garments, «as+w \ 
asthe men’ be flaih in war, vid. Comment. Ebr; ’ 
p.'286. tho’ this is more tolerable than/the faney . 


of Huetius",; that the whole is an’euphe in- 

modeft terms, expreffing the prophet’s coition with - _ 
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his fon, nor the name he gave him, but the pro- 
phecy written in the roll, concerning the {poiling 
of Syria and J/rael, in a very fhort time ; that fo 
when it came to pafs, it might be a clear and cer- 
tain point, that it had been foretold by him: Uriah 
the prieft; of whom mention is made in 2 Kings xvi. 
‘ro. which fome object to, becaufe he proved a 
wicked man, and obeyed the king’s command, con- 
trary to the law of God, in building an altar ac- 
cording to the form of one at Damajfcus; but to 
this it is replied, that it was before this: happened, 
that J/ziah took him to be a witnefs ; and befides, 
becaufe of the authority of his office, and his fa- 
miliarity with 4baz, he muft be allowed to be a 
proper and pertinent perfon to bear teftimony in 
this cafe. Some indeed, and fo the Fewi/h com- 
mentators, Yarchi, Aben Ezra, Kimchi, and Abar- 
binel, would have Uriah the prophet meant, who 
prophefied in the times of Feboiakim, and was flain 
by him, Yer. xxvi. 2023. to which it is ob- 
jected, that he was no prieft, as this was; and 
befides, was not born at this time ; it was an hun- 
dred and forty years after, that he lived: and Ze- 
chariah the fon of Feberechiah, this was Zechariah 
the prophet, as the Targum, and all the Fewifh 
writers fay°; who lived in the times of Darius, 
which was two hundred and forty years after this ; 
but moft likely this Zechariah is he, who was 
Abaz’s wife’s father, 2 Kings xviii. 2. or rather, as 
Vitringa thinks, Zechariah a Levite, a fon of Ajaph, 
2 Chron. xxix. 13. tho’ there are fome learned 
men *, who think the two prophets Uriah and Ze- 
thariah are meant, tho’ then unborn; who pro- 
phefied of the like or fame things as J/aiah did ; 
and fo were faithful witneffes of his prophecy, as 
of the calamities that fhould come on the land, the 
‘reftitution of it to its former fruitfulnefs, and the 
coming of the Meffiah ; nor is the obfervation of 
Abarbinel tobe defpifed, taken from the antient 
Fews, that thefe are the words, not of the’ pro- 
phet, but of God himfelf; as alfo that they are to 
be read in the future tenfe, and I will take to 
me, &c. 

¥. 3. And I went unto the prophetefs, &c.} His 
wife, fo called not bedcaufe fhe prophefied, but 
becaufe fhe was the wife of ‘a prophet; and be- 
fides, the birth of her fon after-mentioned, sand 
his name, had in them the nature of a prophecy. 
The phrafe of going unto her is an euphemifm, a 
modeft way of exprefling the conjugal debt: and 
foe conceived and bare a fon; which Farchi would 
have the fame with Immanuel in chap. vii. 14. but 
this is an after-prophecy, and a diftinct ‘one from 


that; and not only the names of the children are’ 


different, but the’ mothers-alfo’; the one a virgin, 
the other the prophet’s wife. Then faid the Lord to 
me, call bis name Maber-alal-ba/b-baz of the fig- 
nification’ of this name fee the note on ¥. 1. Kim- 
chi thinks that his name did not confift of thefe 
four words, only of two of them; and’ that he 
was fometimes called Maher-/balal, and fometimes 
Hofb-baz , both fignifying the fame thing. Some 
think that all this was-done only in‘a vifion, and 
not in reality, to declare and confirm what' follows ; 
tho” by that it feems rather to be a real fact. . 
yg. For before the child foall have knowledge to 
crys my father, and my mother, 8cc.} Which are com- 
monly the firft words children learn to fay ; and fo 
it fignifies* that what follows fhould happenin a 
year or two; as it did: she riches of Damajcus, 
and the fpoil of Samaria, foall be taken away before 
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the king of Afyria; or he foall take away the richess, 
&c. not the. child, unlefs he is confidered as the 
fign of taking them away; but the foldier, put 
for the whole Afyrian army, which carried off the 
riches and fpoil of thefe places, in the prefence, 
and by the order of the king of Affria; the firlt 
of thefe, namely Damajcus, the metropolis of Syria, 
with its riches, wealth, and army, were taken and 
carried away by Tilgath Pilnefer, king of Afyria, 
within the time here mentioned, 2 Kiigs xvi. 9. 
but the latter, Samaria the metropolis of the king- 
dom of J/rael, was not taken and fpoiled until the 
fixth year of Hezekiah, and ninth of Hofbea, 2 Kings 
xvii. 6. and xviii. 10. but beeaufe the prophecy 
began to be fulfilled, and was fulfilled in part, 
within the time mentioned, the whole is attributed 
to it; tho’ it fhould be obferved, that before this, 
after Pekab the fon of Rewialiah was flain, and Hofbea 
reigned in his ftead, the king of Afjria came up 
againft him, and Ho/bea became his fervant, and 
gave him prefents ; which may be called the fpoil 
of Samaria, 2 Kings xvii. 3 

¥. 5. The Lord fpake alfo unto me again, 8cc.J 
In the fame prophecy, or in another; the Targum 
is, * the word of the Lord added to fpeak with 
“* me again ;” but rather Yebovab the Father, or 
the Spirit of the Lord is meant, fince the perfon 
fpeaking is diftinguifhed from Immanuel, y.8 : 
Jaying, as follows, 

y¥. 6. Fora/much as this people refufeth the waters 
of Shiloah, that go foftly; &c.] The fame with Si- 
loam, Fohn ix. 7. and fo it is called in the Septua- 
gint verfion here; and the word here ufed fignifies 
Jent, as it is there interpreted. * Farchi fays, it-is a 
fountain, whofe name was Gibon and Shiloab; fee 
1 Kings i. 33. Neb. iii.-15:* concerning which e- 
rom yet writes, ‘* Siloam is a fountain at the foot of 
** mount Son, which does not fend forth: water 
*¢ continually,’ but on certain times- and days ; 
*¢ and comes thro’ the hollow’ places of the earth, 
“¢ and caves of a hard rock, with a great noife; 
** of which we efpecially can’t’ doubt, who dwell 
‘“* inthis province.” This was a fmall current of 
water, which moved foftly’ and flowly, .and not 
with a rapid motion, as fome tivers do; to which 
the kingdom of the houfe of David is compared, 
becaufe of its eafy and gentle government’; as the 
Targum, which paraphrafes the words thus, ‘* be- 
** caufe this people loathed the kingdom of the 
‘* houfe of David which ruled them quietly, as 
“© the waters of Shiloah which flow foftly ;” or be- 
caufe of the weaknefs of it in the days of Abaz, it 
had not ftrength to oppofe'their enemies, as Kimebi 
fuggefts ; now the ten tribes defpifed the houfe of 
David, and departed from it, and continued in their 
revolt, arid had that government in contempt, as 
well as the religion of it. ‘feru/alem, the temple, 
and the worfhip of God in it, may be meant by 
the waters of Shiloah ; it being ufual to name places 
by the rivers that are near them. And rejoice in 
Rezin, and in Remaliah’s fon ; in Pio of Sy- 
ria; and in Pekah, the fon of Remaliah, king of 
Tfrael... Perhaps refpeét may’be had to after-times, 
to the’ times of the Meffiah, when the Fews would’ 
defpife his government, and reject him as king; 
tho’ he is the prince of peace, and his government’ 
the moft quiet and peaceable’ one, and he the Shi- 
loab, the fent of God, and*declare they had-no 
other king ‘but Cezar.’ ia 

y¥. 7. Now therefore the Lord bringeth up. upon 
them the waters of the river, ftrong and many, &c.] 
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Alluding to the river Euphrates, which ran by Ba-) 


_bylon, which was a large river, full of water, and 


had a rapid torrent, and fo is oppofed to Shiloah 


and its waters; and thefe waters are explained as 
follows : even the king. of Afyria, and all his glory , 
his army, which was his glory, in which he glo- 
ried, and by which he got himfelf. honour and 


glory. 
and armies, to be fignified by fuch waters, for their 


multitude and ftrength ; fee Rev. xvii. 1,15: and 
be fhall come up over all bis channels, and go over all 


his banks, that is, either of the land of Ephraim 
or Jfrael, and over-flow the borders thereof, run 
over all the whole land, and poflefs its fortified 
towns and cities. The Targum is, ‘* therefore be- 
«© hold the Lord -fhall bring, and caufe to afcend 
“ upon them, the army of the people, who are 
«* many,. as the waters of a, river, ftrong and 
“* mighty, the king of Afjria, and his army ; and 
‘ he fhall come up upon all his rivers, and fhall 
*¢ go upon all his banks ;” or rather z¢s own * chan- 
nels and banks, as it may be rendered; and fo de- 
notes, that the king.of Afyria, and his army, fhould 
pafs the Euphrates, and.come out. of their own 
land, and fubdue the adjacent kingdoms and terri- 
tories, and particularly the land of ¥udab, as fol- 
lows : 


of. 8. And ke foall pafs thro’ Fudah, &c.] ‘That 


Lal 


is, the king of Afyria, compared to a river of 


mighty waters; who fhould not only run over and 
poliefs.the land of J/rae/, or the ten tribes, but 
fhould enter into Fudea, and pafs thro’ it, as a cha- 
dftifement for not trufting in the Lord, but fending 
to Afyria-for help ; who. inftead of helping, di- 
ftrefled them in the times.of Abaz, even Tilgath- 
pilnezer king of Affyria, 2 Chron. xxviii. 20, 21: 
‘be foall over-flow, and go overs; the whole land of 
Judea, as Sennacharib king of Affyria did in Heze- 
kiah’s time : be fhall reach even to the neck; that is, 
to “Ferufalem: the whole land is compared to a 
body, of which Feru/alem was the head ;. the A/y- 
rian army comparable to the waters of a/great river, 
over-flowed the whole land; took all. the fenced: ci- 
ties of .Fudab, and came)up even to Ferufalem, 
fo that the whole was in great danger of ,.being 
drowned and deftroyed;) as aman is, when the 
waters are.come up to his neck; fee 2 ‘Kings xviii. 
13, 17:. and the ftretching out of his wings, the 
wings of. the Afyrian army, Jhall fill. the breadth of 
thy land, O Immanuel, Judea, called Jmmanuel’s 
land, becaufe he was to be born. there,..and. con- 
verfe, and die there, and this is particularly men- 
tioned, .to fhew, that tho’ this land fhould be over- 
run by the Afprians, yet not deftroyed, until Jm- 
manuel, the fon of the virgin, was born here... The 
Targum is, **.and. he fhall pafs thro’ the land of the 
“¢ houfe of Fudab as an over-flowing torrent, unto 
‘* Ferufalem fhall he come ; and, the people of his 
“* army fhall fill the breadth of thy land, O Jm- 
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It is ufual for mighty kings, kingdoms, 
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and for war; it may fignify the putting on of their 
whole armour ; for, as Pau/anias * fays, the anci- 
ents ufed to call putting on of armour, girding : 
and ye foall be broken in pieces, as the Affyrian army 
was, which came up againit Feru/alem in Hezekiah’s 
time, 2 Kings xix. 35: gird yourfelves, and ye foall 
be broken in pieces; this is repeated for confirma. 
tion-fake, to denote the certainty of it, = 
y¥. 10. Take counjel together, &cc.| As Rezinki 
of Syria, and Remaliah’s fon, did againft udake 
ch. vii. 5: it foall come to nought , tor tho’ they 
came up againft it, they could not overcome it, 
2 Kings xvi. 5: {peak the word, what they intend- 
ed, refolvyed upon, and determined to do; this is 
the iffue of their counfels: and it fhall not fiand ; 
fee the note on ch. vii. 7: for God is with us;: 
which is the interpretation of the name Jmmanuel 5 
and which fhews that the reafon why the conful- 
tations and refolutions of the enemies of Judah 
could not take place, fo as to deftroy it, was be- 
caufe Immanuel, the virgin’s fon, was to be born 
In it. k 
 y. 11. For the Lord fpake thus to me with a firong 
band, &c.] In the. ftrength of prophecy, as the 
Targum explains it; and fo all the ‘fews interpre- 
ters underftand it of prophecy, as in Ezek. i, 3. 
and iii. 14: or, the Lord. /pake thus to me, when he 
took (me) by the hand*, as parents or matfters ta 
hold of the hands of children, whilft they are ad- 
vifing and inftructing them, as expreffive of their 
great affection for them ; and when they would re- 
tain them with them, or reftrain them from doing 
amifs ; and inftrudied me, that I foould not walk in 
the way. of this people ; or join with them, in de- 
firing and feeking tor the help of the king of 4 
ria, againt Rezin and Remaliah’s fon ; or in being, 
willing to furrender up into their hands: /aying ; 
as, follows, 53 
¥.12. Say ye not, a confederacy, &c.| With the 
king of Afpria, or any other ; don’t cry it up as a 
right thing, and exprefs pleafure and fatisfaction in’ 
it, and encourage. others to come into it, and vote 
for it, and declare an approbation of it; or a re-, 
bellion, asthe Targum, that is, againitAbaz, and 
fo deliver up the kingdom of the houfe of David, 
into the hands of its enemies: #0 al] them, to whone 
this people foall fay, a confederacy ; who either were 


for entering. into an alliance, with the 4fjrian mo-: 


narch, and fending for him to help; or were for: 
joining:.with their.enemies, to the fubverfion of 
the, prefent government. archi interprets this of 
Shebna, the Scribe, and his company ; who, as he> 
fuggefts, confpired againft Hezekiah, and fecretly 
made,.an agreement with. Sennacherib king of Aj/- 


fyria but the former fenfe is beft : neither fear ye 


their fear, nor be afraid , \et not the fame fear pof- 


fefS: you, as. does them,.on.account.of Syria and 


Tae combining..together again{t Fudeh; nor be 
afraid of their two kings, as they were ; fince there. 
was nothing to fear, from. them ; it being impof— 
fible.that the kingdom of udab thould fail until - 
Shiloh came, or Jmmanuel was born of a virgin in- 
it;..nor,does it become the people of God, and 
efpecially, his prophets and minifters, to be afraid . 
of men ;,,fince the fear of men. brings a fhare, 


y. 13,.Sanflify the Lord of Hops binky Se.) | 
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by his, people, when they declare him to be fo; 
as ti e Targum paraphrafes. it, “¢ the Lord of Hofts, 
‘< him fhall ye fay is holy ;” for they can’t make 
hin fo, nor can he. receive any holinefs from them, 
nor does he need any; but they celebrate the per- 
fection of his holinefs, and afcribe it to him; yea, 
they fanctify him, by afcribing their holinefs to 
him; by looking to him as.their fanctification, and 
by deriving and expecting every degree and mea- 
fure of holinefs from him, to compleat theirs; by 
exercifing faith upon him, and fhewing a regard to 
his commands and ordinances: azd let him be your 
fear, and \et him.be your dread, that is, the object 
of fear and dread; not of a fervile fear and dread, 
but of a holy reverence and godly fear ;. fuch a fear 
as is the grace of the covenant, which flows from 
the goodnefs of God, and: has that for its object, 
and is influenced by it; fee Hof: iii. 5. where the 
fame Lord, Meffiah, David the king, is meant, as 
here. See 1. Pet. iii. 15. 

¥..14. And be fall be for a fanéuary, &c.| Not 
the king of Afpria, as Aben Ezra, but the Lord of 
Hotts: the Targum rightly interprets it of the word 
of the Lord, the effential word; of the Meffiah, who 
is for a fanctuary, or afylum, a place of refuge 
for his people in all times of diftrefs, and who is 
their dwelling-place in all generations ; he dwells 
in them, and they dtvell in him ; and where they 
dwell fafely and, fecurely, peaceably and quietly, 
comfortably and pleafantly, and that always; he is 
a fanctuary to worfhip in, in whom they draw nigh 
to the Father, and offer up the facrifices of prayer 
and praife, and where the glory of God is feen by 
them, and they have communion with him ; or for 
fontlification, as the Sepiuagint verfion ;. this.Chrift 
is to his people, a Cor.d. 30.: but for a ftone of 
fumbling, and fora rock of offence, to both the houfes 
of djrael, which Farchi interprets of Pekah, the fon 
of Remaliahb, and-his company, and of Shebna.and 
his company; but ex Ezra much better of the 
kingdoms of J/rael and of Fudah, efpecially when 
the twelve tribes were under one'form of govern- 
ment ‘in Chrifts time. In the Talmud it is ex- 
plained of the two houfes of the fathers of J/rael , 
and thefe are they, the head of the captivity in Ba- 
dylon, and.the prince in the land of J/rael, and the 
Nazarenes, as Ferom™ reports, apply the words to 
the two houfes or families’ of Hillel and Shammai, 
who were two heads of ichools in Feru/alem, a little 
before the times of -Chrift, and were of the fect of 
the Pharifees; and to whom indeed Chrift was a 
ftone of ftumbling, and a rock of offence, as he 
was to the Yews in common; who were offended 
and {tumbled at his birth and parentage, he de- 
fcending from poor parents; at his education and 
place of bringing up ; at the mean appearance of 
himfelf and his followers ; at the obfcurity of his 
kingdom, it not being of this.world, nor coming 
with obfervation; at the.company he kept, and 
the audience that attended on-him; at his doctrines 
and miracles ; and at his death, and the manner of 
dt; fee Rom. x. 325 330 1 Pet. ii. 8. For a gin, 
\and for a fnare to the inhabitants of Ferufalem; even 
the principal inhabitants%of-it, fuch as the elders 
‘of the people, priefts, Seribes and Pharifees, who 
fought. to entangle Chrift in his talk, .and to en- 
fnare him by queftions they put unto ‘him; but 


were themfelves {nared and taken, convicted, con- 
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founded, and filenced. See Matt. xxii. 1g—34— 
46. Fokn vili..3—9. 

¥..15..4ud many among them, &c.| Not all, tho? 
the greater part; for Chrift was. fet for the falling 
and rifing of many in Jreel, Luke ii. 94: fhall 
fumble, and fall, and be broken, {tumble at Chrift, 
the {tumbling ftone;. fall by unbelief into other 
fins, and punifhment, and be broken in pieces. by 
this ftone, Atatt. xxi. 44: and be fuared,.and be 
taken, and fo die in their fins, and perith eternally, 
The allufion is to birds being taken in.a fhare or 
trap, or with bird-lime, and therein or thereby held 
and detained. ; re 

¥. 16. Bind up the teftimony, &c.] ‘Thefe are not 
the words of the prophet, as Kimchi thinks, but of 
the Lord to the prophet, and are part of. that in- 
ftruction given him, ¥.11. By che teftimony is meant 
the word of prophecy delivered to him; particularly 
that evangelical part of it refpecting Jimmamnel, who 
was to be born of a virgin, and would ‘be ‘for @ 
fanctuary to them that believe in him, and a ftone 
of ftumbling, and a.rock of offence, to unbelievers; 
fo the gofpel is called the teftimony of Chrift, it 
bearing witnefs of his perfon, office, and ¢race, 
2 Tim, i. 8. and binding denotes care of it,-as fome- 
thing valuable, that it be not loft, but committed 
to the truft of faithful men, called: difciples. of 
Chrift in the next claufe, in allufion tothe binding 
up, of .money,..or any thing of value, in- bundles, 
to be laid. up. and preferved, Gea. xlii. 35. fo the 
Targum, “ OQ prophet; keep the teftimony :”- /2¢/ 
the law among my ti/ciples’s tae difciples of -Chrift, 
the faithful of that day, and of after-timeés, to whom 
this prophecy, and i4¢ docirine ‘in it, which the 
word Jaw fignifies, “even the doétrine ‘of «Chrift, 
fhould be tranfmitted! ar communicated, which is 
meant by /ealing' of it; not hiding it from them, 
but fignifying, that while it was a fealed'book, ah 
hidden ‘doétrine, and delivered in parables to-others, 
it fhould be: made known to them, and fealed and 
laid up by them among their treafure, and be fo 
efteemed of ; as the gofpel, the dottrine of grace, 
is, by the true difciples and followers of Chrift; 
who. are fuch as are taught of God, ‘have‘learned. 
of the Father, who continue in the word ahd» doc- 
trine of Chrift, love’his people, take'up the crofs 
and follow him, and bring forth fruit to the glory 
of his heavenly Father, Fobn vi..45. and viii. 31. 
and xiii. 95. and xv. 8. Luke xiv. 27. 

¥.17. And I will wait upon the Lord, 8c.) Or 
for the Lord* , for the coming of Chrift; the Jn- 
manuel, who would be a fanctuary to fome, anda. 
ftone of ftumbling. to others, and whofe dottrine 
in the mean while would be bound up: and dealed ; 
faith in, and expectation of the Meffiah’s‘céming, 
are often fignified by waiting for him, J/*xxv, 9. 
Hab. ii. 3: that hideth bis face from the houfe of Fa- 
cob, to whom the promife of him was made, from 


-whom he fhould defcend, and to whom he fhould 


be fent, and whom he would redeem. “This is not 
to be underftood of his deferting of his people, and 
withdrawing his gracious prefence from them, to 
fhew his difpleafure at them, and refentment of 
their condué, which is fometimes the fenfe of this 
phrafe ; but as deferiptive of Chrift before his af- 
fumption of human nature, when he was Dews ab- 
fconditus, the hidden God, as fome render the words 
in J xlv. 15. until he was manifeft in the fiefh : 
> 2 : mie 20 an 
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and which is therefore called his appearing, 2 Tim 
i106: and I will look for him, the prophet here 
fpeaks in his own perfon, and in the perfon of the 
church, who in that, and in fucceeding ages, as 
well as before, were looking by faith for the com- 
ing of Chrift, and redemption by him, Luke ii. 38. 
tho’ fome underftand this of Chrift, expreffing his 
fatisfaction in the few difciples he had among the 
Fews, and determining to wait for tl:e accomplifh- 
ment of divine promifes hereafter, when he fhould 
have a larger number ; the Lord for the prefent 
hiding his face from the Fewi/S nation, and giving 
them to a fpirit of judicial blindnefs ; which fenfe 
well agrees with what goes before, and follows 
after. 

) 9. 18. Bebold I, and the children whom the Lord 
hath given me, &c.| Thefe are the words of Chrift, 
as is clear from Hed. ii. 13. who upon the prophet’s 
declaring his refolution to look and wait for him, 
prefents himfelf and his children to him, as if he 
was actually come, or elfe continues his difcourfe 
from the preceding verfe; for thefe are not the 
words of the prophet, {peaking of himfelf and his 
natural children, Shear-ja/hub and Maker -/halal-hafb- 
baz; nor of his fpiritual children, his. difciples, 
called fometimes the fons of the prophets ; but of 
Chrift, who has a feed, a fpiritual offspring, to 
whom he ftands in the relation of-a Father, J/, ix. 
6.-and liii. 10, and who are given him of God, in 
the covenant of grace ; for whofe fake he partook 
of flefh and blood, and died to gather them toge- 
ther, being fcattered abroad ; and redeemed them, 
that they might receive the adoption of children, 
and who being regenerated, believe in him: thefe 
were from eternity given unto him, to be his feed 
and offspring, his fpoufe, his fheep, his portion 
and inheritance; in virtue of which they are brought 
unto him, and received by him in time in effectual 
vocation ; which gift of them to Chrift is an in- 
ftance of the Father’s love to him, and of diftin- 
guifhing grace tothem. Are for figns and wonders 
in I/rael ; not the prophet and his natural children; 
tho’ it is. true, that he himfelf was for a fign and 
wonder upon Egypt and Ethiopia, ch. xx. 3. and 
his children Shear-jafoud and Maber-halal-hafb-baz, 
were figns in their very names, as well as actions, 
of the future deliverance of Judah from its ene- 
mies ; but Chrift and his fpiritual children : Chrift, 
the Immanuel, the fon of the virgin, is for a fign 
given by the Lord himfelf, even of the fame deli- 
verance, ch. vii, 14. and a fign of the love of God 
to his people, and of his care of them, and regard 
unto them; and a fign that fhould be fpoken a- 
gainft, as he was in his perfon, office, doctrines, 
and miracles, by the unbelieving Jews, Luke ii. 34. 
aud for wonders, his name being wonderful ; his 
perfon, as God-man, wonderful; his love to his 
people wonderful ; his works and actions, doctrines 
and miracles, life and death, being wonderful , 
fee the note.on ch. ix. 6. and fo his children and 
people are for /igns and wonders , they are like Fo- 
joua’s fellows, men wondered at, Zech. iii. 8. fee the 
note there ; they are a wonder to themfelves, that 
fuch finful and unworthy creatures fhould partake 
of fo much grace; they are a wonder to angels, 
that they fhould be chofen, redeemed, and called ; 
and they are a wonder to Chrift, who admires his 
own grace inthem; and they are a wonder to the 
men of the world, a fpectacle, a gazing ftock to 
them, and are reproached by thems and all this is 


y 'T. Bab. Sanhecrin, fol. rot, «. 
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and where he will dwell for ever, and fo will never, 
leave nor forfake his people. , 


* T. Hierof. Avoda Zara, fol. 40. 4. 
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from the Lord of hofts, which dweileth in mount Zion 
Chrift, as man and mediator, is from him, es 
all that befal him is according to his determina~ 
tion, will, and pleafure; his children, and their be. 
ing children, and given to him; and whatfoever 
they have, or whatioever they meet with, and be- 
fal them, is all from the Lord; and this may. 
ferve to comfort them, that the Lord of bofts, of 
armies in heaven and in earth, is for them, and on 
their fide, and therefore need not fear any that fhall 


be againft them; and that he dwelleth in mount 


Zion, the church, which he has chofen for his reft, 


¥. 19. And when they foall fay unto yo, &c.} 


Thefe are the words of Chrift continued, as making 
his appearance in J/rae/ ; and are an addrefs to his 
people among them, even to his children, difcipless 
and followers, advifing them what they fhould do, 
when thofe among whom. they dwelt fhould prefs 
them to feek unto them that have familiar [pirits, and 
unto wizards, that peep, and that mutter ; meaning 
the Scribes and Pharifees, the doétors among the 
Jews, who fat in Mo/es’s chair, and who were very 
much given to forcery, and the magic art, and 
ufed enchantments, which were performed by mué« 
tering ; hence we read of muttering over a wound 
for the healing of it; and muttering over ferpents 
and fcorpions at the driving of them away’; and 
of fuch a Raddi muttering in the name of fuch an 
one*; and of fuch and. fuch a doétor {killed in 
wonders or miraculous operations ; fee the note on 
Matt. xxiv. 24. yea, even fuch as were chofen into 
the Sambedrin or great council, were to be {killed 
in the arts of foothfayers, diviners, and wizards, 
and the like, that they might know how to judge 
them *; now the Fews would have had the difciples 
of Chrift to have applied to thefe men to direct 
their judgments in religious affairs, and be deter- 


mined by them concerning the Meffiah and other 
things: should not a poople feck unto their God ? to 
Chrift, who is the Lord God omnifcient and omni- 
petent, who knows all things, and whofe name is 
called wonderful, counfellor, the angel of the great 
council ; and who is able to give the beft peu 
and direction in matters of moment and) confe- 
quence, and able to do every thing for his people 
they ftand in need of; and who being prefent with 
them, God manifeft in the flefh, it would be egre- 
gious folly to apply to any other, and efpecially 
fuch as are here defcribed; fee ohn vi. 68 > 
the living to the dead ? that is, fhould men ck 
fuch who are no other than dead men, for the fak 
or on the account of fuch who are living ? The dif- 
ciples of Chrift, the children that God had given 
him, were quickened and made alive by the grace 
of God, had principles of grace and ipirjaloeane 
implanted in them, had paffed from death, to life, 
lived by faith on Chrift, lived holy lives, and were 
heirs of eternal life; and therefore it does not be- 
come them, nor any of them, to confult perfons 
dead in trefpaffés and fins, who knew no more 
and were no more capable of judging Ba Fila 
things, than dead men are, See 1 Cor. il. 145 15+. 
y. 20. To the law, and to the teftimony, &c.] 
Kimchi takes this to be an oath, dy the law, ¢ 
the teftimony, it is fo and fo; but 
ferves, there is no inftance of this ki 
ture; it is a direction of Chrift’s to his z 
to attend to the writings of Mo/es and the pe: 
st “4 is Oy a race 


Oa 


GHoviiitys2rj22./ IPS A 


1A OH. Rs 


phets, to fearch the {criptures, as in Yobm v. 39. | the prophecies of the Old Teftament, and their re- 


and particularly what is before faid in this prophecy 
concerning himielf, the fame is meant as on y. 16: 
if ye {peak not according to this word ; this fure word 
of prophecy, to which men do well to take heed, 
as to a light fhining in a dark place, it being the 
rule of faith and praétice, a lamp to the feet, and 
alight to the path: it is decaufe there is no light 
in them, that is, in them that fpeak not according 
to it, meaning the Scribes and Phariftes ; who re- 
jecting the written word, fet up the traditions of the 
elders above it, and taught the people to walk ac- 
cording to them; and {fo were, as our Lord fays, 
blind leaders of the blind, Matt. xv. 14. or the words 
may be read, if wot; if they will not regard the 
feriptures, and the evangelical doétrine in them, 
and the teftimony they give concerning Chritt ; 
let them [peak according to this word or inftruction, 
and counfel, they have from the Scribes and Pha- 
rifees ; in which there is no light® ; but the darknefs 
of ignorance, infidelity, fuperftition, and will-wor- 
fhip ; or xo morning; but a night of Fewifh dark- 
nefs, even tho’ the fun of righteoufhefs was rifen, 
and the day-fpring from on high had vifited the 
earth ; yet they had received no light and know- 
ledge from him, which was their condemnation, 
Fobn i. 4,5. and iii. 19, 20. or thus, to the law, 
and to the teftimony, tho’ they may fay after this man- 
ner, there is no light in it* ; in the law and tefti- 
mony, preferring the traditions, decifions, and de- 
terminations of their doctors, above it. No/ldius 4 
renders the words thus, /eeing they [peak not accord- 
ing to this word, certainly they fhall have no morning ; 
that is, feeing the feducers and falfe teachers in the 
preceding verfe, fpeak not according to the word 
of God, and teftimony of Jefus, they fhall have 
no morning of light and joy, of grace and com- 
fort, or any fpiritual felicity; Chrift will be no 
morning to them, but they will continue in their 
dark, benighted, and miferable condition, defcribed 
in the following verfe. 

¥. 21. And they fhall pafs thro’ it, &c.] The 
land, as the Targum and Kimchi fupply it; that is, 


jection of the Meffiah : hardly beftead and hungry 3 
put to the greateft difficulty to get food to eat, 
and famifhing for want of it; which fome under- 
ftand of the time when Sennacherib’s army was be- 
fore Ferufalem, as Aben Ezra but it feems. betters 
with others, to refer it to the times of Zedekiah, 
when there was a fore famine, Jer, lii. 6, tho’ beft 
of all to the befieging of Feru/alem by the Romans, 
and the times preceding it, Matt. xxiv. 7, 21, 22. 
and it may alfo be applied to the famine of hearing; 
the word before that, when the gofpel, the king- 
dom of heaven, was taken from them, for their 
contempt of it: and it foall come to pafs, when they 
foall. be hungry; either in a temporal fenfe, having 
no food for their bodies; or in a myftical fenfe, 
being hungry often, and earneftly defirous of the 
coming of their vainly-expected Meffiah, asa tem- 
poral Saviour of them: they fhall fret themfelves s 
for want of food for their bodies, to fatisfy their 
hunger; or becaufe their Meffiah does not come 
to help them: and curfe their king, and their God 5 
the true Meffiah, who is the king of Jrael, and 
God manifeft in the flefh, whom the unbelieving 
ews called accurfed, and blafphemed ;. and. look 
upwards; to heayen, for the coming of another 
Meffiah, but in vain; or for food to eat. 

¥. 22. And they fhall look unto the earth, &c.] 
As perfons in diftrefs, upwards and downwards, 
backwards and forwards, on the right hand and 
on the left, particularly into the land of Fudea; a 
land that ufed to flow with milk and honey, a 
land of light, plenty, and profperity : and behold 
trouble and darknefs , adverfity, and miferies of all 
kinds, expreffed by a variety of words; and even 
words fail to exprefs the tribulation of thefe times, 
which were fuch, as were not from the beginning 
of the world, Mati. xxiv. 22: dimnefs of anguifh; 
or fleeing from affliftion®, multitudes every where 
fleeing from one place to another, to avoid the 
calamities coming upon them, Matt. xxiv, 16— 
20: and they fhall be driven to darkne/s; when 
they endeavour to efcape one calamity, they fhall 


the’ land of ‘fudea, as Aben Ezra interprets it. | be driven and fall into another ;..the whole land 


Here begins an account of the punifhment that | fhall be full of nothing elle. 
fhould be infli€ted on the Fews, for their neglect of 


CHA 


HIS chapter contains a prophecy, partly of 
comfort to the church and people of God, 


againft the calamities predicted in the preceding 
chapter ; and partly of punifhment, to be inflicted 
upon the ungodly J/raelites by their enemies. The 
comfort promifed arifes from the appearance of 
Chrift, the great light, in fome certain places of 
the land mentioned, faid before to be afflitted, ¥. 
1, 2. which would occafion a joy among them ; 
illuftrated by fome fimilies, by the joy in harvett, 
and at the dividing of fpoils, ¥. 3. the caufe of 
which is a deliverance from a burdenfome yoke of 
tyranny and bondage, wrought in like manner as 
that by Gideon formerly , different from all other 
falyations, which are ufually obtained with. noife 
and’ blood, ¥. 4, 5. the author of which is the 
Meffiah ; who is defcribed by his birth as man, 
and by his divine fonfhip as God ; or by his perfon, 
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fin minus, dicant fecundum verbum iftud, cui non eft 
is, nihil lucis effe, Oleafterin Bootius. ¢E 
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having two natures united in him.;. and by. the go+ 
vernment devolved on him; and,,.by his feveral 
names, which exprefs the greatnefs and glory..of 
his perfon and office; and by the increafe and ‘ad 
miniftration of his government, ¥..6;.7.. then fol- 
lows a denunciation of judgment on J/rael, y¥. 8. 
the inftruments of which are pointed at, ¥. 11, 12. 
and the perfons defcribed that fhould fuffer, high 
and low, rich and poor, young and old, y. 14, 
15, 17. the. reafons of it, their making light of 
former corrections, ¥. 9, 10. their impenitence and 
hardnefs under chaftenings, ¥..13. their going a- 
{tray by means of their leaders ; and their hypo- 
crify and wickednefs, y. 16, 17, 18. all which 
would occafion the wrath of God to burn againft 


them, and confume them, ¥. 18, 6 » yea, thro” 

| hunger and want of provifions, fhould deftroy one 
another, ¥. 205 21. sift te 
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48 
x. 2. Neverthele/s, the dimnefs thall net be fuch 
as was in her vewation, &c.| The words may be 
rendered, for there fhall be no wearine/s to him that 
freightens or afflicts them‘; fo Farchi, who inter- 
prets it of the king of Afyria; but it is better to 
underftand it of Titus Ve/pafian, who, would not be 
weary of, but indefatigable in carrying on the fiege 
of Ferufalem, and in diftrefling the Fews in all parts: 
or thus, for there fhall be no fleeing from him that ts 
oppreffed in it © 5. either that is befieged in Feru/alem, 
or diftreffed in Fudea ; and fo the words are a rea- 
fon of the former diftrefs, and a continuation and 
amplification of it ; tho’ many interpreters think 
they are to be underftood by way of comfort, and 
asa mitigation of it, which is the fenfe of our ver- 
fion: when at firft he lightly afflicted the land of Ze- 
bulon, and the land of Naphtali, either by Pul king 
of Afjria, in the reign of Menahem king of J/rael, 
2 Kings xv. 19, 20. or rather by Yilgath-pilnezer 
king of Afiria, in the reign of Pekah king of J/- 
rael, fince by him Galilee, and all the land of Napb- 
tali, were carried captive, 2 Kings xv. 29. which 
at the time of this prophecy was paft, and was but 
a light affliction in comparifon of what followed : 
and afterwards did more grievoufly offic? her; by 
Salmanefer king of Affjria, in the reign of Hofbea 
king of Jrael, who took Samaria, and carried J/- 
vael or the ten tribes into captivity, from whence 
they returned not ; and yet it is fuggefted, that the 
tribulation and diftrefs that fhould come upon the 
Fews by the Romans, fhould be greater than the 
heavieft of thefe; there fhould be no fleeing, no 
efcape, no not of any, as at thofe times mentioned, 
but wrath fhould come upon them to the uttermoft, 
and particularly in the places following : dy the way 
of the fea; which fome underftand of the Mediter- 
ranean fea, and of that part of the land of J/rae/ 
which lay next it; but it feems rather to defign 
the fea of Tiberias or Galilee, as Farchi rightly in- 
terprets it: beyond Fordan, a part of the land of 
Jfrael fo called, known by the name of Perea; fee 
Matt. iv.25. andthe note there: im Galilee of the 
nations; which was inhabited not only by ews, 
but. by perfons of other nations, and therefore fo 
called ; now thefe places fuffered much in the wars 
between the Jews and the Romans, by fkirmithes, 
fieges, robberies, plunders, Gc. as appears from 
the hiftory of Yo/ephus. Some interpreters under- 
ftand all this, as before obferved, as an alleviation 
of thofe times of trouble, as if it would be lefs 
than-ih fofmer times ; but it is certain that it was 
to. be, and was, greater than ever was known, Matt. 
xxiv21, 22. itis true indeed, it may be,confidered | 
as an alleviation of it, and as. affording fome'com- | 
fort ina view of it, that in thofe very parts where 
there fhould be fo much diftrefs and. mifery, the 
Mefjiah, previous to it, would appear, and honour 
it with his prefence, .who is afterwards fpoken of ; 
and fo, in connexion with the following words, 
thefe may be rendered thus, as by De Dieu, but 
obfcurity fhall not be brought to it (the land) to which 
difirefs is brought , as at the firft time he caufed re- 
proach towards the land of Zebulon, and towards the 
land of Naphtaliy fo in the laft (time) he will give 
glory by the way of the fea, beyond Fordan, on the 
border of the nations: andif it be afked what that 
glory fhould. be? .the anfwer. is, the people that 
walked in darkne/s, &c. and fo the fenfe may be, 
that whereas the inhabitants of Zebulon and Napb- 
éali, and all Galilee, were lightly efteemed of, be- 


fq pyi swind Ay wd 15, quia non defatigatio ei anguftanti eos. Quidam in Gataker ; fo Jarchi. 


* Et non poterit avolare de anguftia fua, Hieron. * 
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ing mean. and illiterate, not famous for any arts 


‘tion of the word, as.it did zpon the inhabitants in 


Ch. ix. x. 13. 


or fciences, and having no prophet among them, 


fhould, in the days of the Meffiah, be highly ho- 
noured, and made glorious by his prefence, mini+ 


ftry, and miracles among them”. See Matt. iv. 


13, 14, 15.:where it is quoted, and applied to 
Chrift’s being in thofe parts. 


¥. 2. The people that walked in darknefs; Bcc.) © 


Meaning not the inhabitants of Fudab and Ferufa- 
lem, in the times of Hezekiah, when Sennacherib 
befieged them, as Farchi and Kimchi interpret it, 
and much lefs the people of Irae in Ezypt, as the 
Targum paraphrafes it; but the inhabitants of Ga- 
filee, in the times of Chrift;> fee Matt. iv. 16s 
Fobn i. 48. and vii. 49, 52. and is a true character 
of all the people of God before converfion, who 
are in a {tate of darknefs, under the power of fin, 
fhut up in unbelief; are in grofs ignorance of 


themfelves, and their condition; of fin, and the 


danger they are expofed to by it; of divine and 
fpiritual things ; of the grace of God , of the way 
of peace, life, and falvation by Chrift ; and of the 
work of the blefféd Spirit ; and of the truths of 
the gofpel ; they are in the dark, and can fee no 
objects in a fpiritual fenfe ; not to read the word, 
fo as to underftand it; or to work that which is 
good ; and they wa/k on in darknefs, not know- 
ing where they are, and whither they are going; 
and yet of thefe it is faid, they have feen a great 
light; Chrift himfelf, who converfed among’ the, 


Galileans, preached unto them, and caufed the 


light of his glorious gofpel to fhine into many of 
their hearts ; by which their-darknefS.was removed, 
fo that they not only faw Chrift, this great light, 
with their bodily eyes, but with the eyes of -theit 
underftanding ; who may be called the Hight, be- 
caufe he is the author and giver of all light, even 
of nature, grace, and glory ; and a great one, be- 
caufe he is the fun, the greateft light, the fun of 
righteoufnefs, the light of the world, both of Fews 
and Gentiles ; he is the true light, in diftinétion 
from all typical ones, and in oppofition to all falfe 
ones, and who in his perfon is God over all. Td 

that dwell in the land of the fhadow of death , as Ga= 
lilee might be called, ‘becaufe it was a poor, mi- 
ferable, and uncomfortable place, from whence no 
good came ; and this character fitly defcribes God’s 
people in a {tate of nature and unregeneracy, who 
are dead in Adam, dead in law, and dead in tref- 
paffes and fins, dead as to the fpiritual ufe of the 
powers and faculties of their fouls ; they have no 
{piritual life in them, nor any fpiritual fenfe, feel- 
ing, or motion; and they dwel/, continue, and a- 
bide in this ftate, till grace brings them. out of its 
fee Fobn xii. 46.:. upon them hath the light foined 


~Chrift in human nature, thro’ the miniftration of 


his gofpel, by his Spirit, fo as to enlighten them 
who walk in darknefs, and to quicken them who 
dwelt in the land of the fhadow of death, and to 
comfort them in their defolate eftate ; and this light 
not only fhone upon them in the external miniftra- 
general, but it fhone into the hearts of | 
them in particular, fo that in this li 
light. 2. J ee 
¥. 3. Thou haft multiplied the nation, 
light, knowledge, honour and glory, 
of the nations before-mentioned, 
nefs, and of the fhadow of death, 
ple dwelt ; on whom Chrift, the light, fhone 
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miniftration of his gofpel to him; whereby the 
number of believers in Chrift were multiplied ; and 
indeed, as he converfed, preached, and wrought 
his miracles moft here, he had here the greateft 
number of difciples and followers ; here were the 
five hundred brethren by whom he wasefeen at 
once, after his refurrection, 1 Cor. xvi16. Matt. 
XxXVili. 7, 10, £6. for this is not to be underftood 


of the Afyrian nation, whofe army under Senna- 


cherib was very large; nor of the Fewi/h nation 
enlarged-by the deftruction of that army ; or of 
their increafe after their return from the Badylonifh 
captivity ; nor of the church of God by the ac- 
ceffion of Gentiles to it ; but of the land or nation 
before fpoken of : and ot increafed the joy; or ra- 
ther, as it fhould be rendered, and haft increafed 
jy unio it ; following the Keri, or marginal read- 
ing, which directs that it fhould be read, not as a 
negative mx not, but \4 to it; and which is fol- 
lowed by the Targum and Syriac verfion, and by 
Farchi, Aben Exra, and Kimchi, and others ; and 
the fenfe of the words requires this reading, fince 
it follows, they joy before thee; or otherwife there 
would be a manifeft contradiction in the text; tho’ 
fome, to avoid it, read the words interrogatively, 
haf thou not increafed the joy? thou haft; and in 
this way both the Keri and the Cetib, the reading 
and the writing may’be taken in, haf thou not in- 
creafed joy unto it? and fo as Guffetius ‘renders it, 
*< thou haft multiplied the nation to whom thou 
<< hadft not given great joy ;” that is, temporal 
joy ; tho’ now much of that which is of a fpiritual 
kind: Chrift the light appearing, his gofpel being 
preached by him, and his apoftles, and many be- 
lieving in him, occafioned an increafe of fpiritual 
joy in thofe parts ; and fo it is, that wherever the 
gofpel comes, and Chrift is preached, and fouls 
are converted, there is great joy, és viii. 6, 8. 
and xiii. 48. where there is any grace of the fpirit, 
as faith, hope, and love, there is joy; and par- 
ticularly when a foul is enlightened and quickened, 
as in the preceding verie, it rejoices, refle€ting on 
the ftate of darknefs and death it is brought out of, 
and on the marvellous light, life, and liberty it is 
brought into ; and at a fight of Chrift, his perfon, 
offices, relations, and grace, as the fun of righte- 
oufnels, with healing in his wings, and beaming 
light, falvation, and happinefs; which joy is fpi- 
ritual, internal, pafles knowledge, is imperfect, but 
capable of being increafed: they joy before thee; ‘the 
words, both in this and in the preceding claufes, 
are addrefled to God, and fhew, that as the work 
of converfion, and an increafe of fpiritual joy, are 
from him; fo that joy that is given by him, is ex- 
prefied before him, in his houfe and ordinances, 
and it is in his fight, before whom all things are 
manifeft; and fo it denotes the truth and fincerity 
of it, which is illuftrated by the following meta- 
phors: according to the joy in harveft, fach as is ex- 
prefied by men in harveft-time, both by the rich 
owners and proprietors, when they have a good har- 
veft, and well got in, and by the poor, who have 
a profpett of a comfortable fupply in a cheap man- 
ner; and this fimile is ufed with great propriety 
and pertinence. Chrift and his minifters are fowers 
of feed, of the word; and hearers of the word 
are compared to feed fown in different places ; and 
when any number of thefe are converted, it is an 
harveit, which occafions joy. The Targum is, ‘ as 
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“« the joy of conquerors in war;” which agrees 
with what follows : and as men rejoice when they di- 
vide the fpoil, taken in war: in redemption, Chrift 
has taken the prey from the mighty, and delivered 
the lawful captive, and has divided the fpoil with 
the ftrong; and in effectual vocation binds the ftrong 
man armed, and fpoils his goods, and delivers fouls 
out of his hands, and this is matter of great joy, 
If, liti. 12. Luke xi. 21, 32. fee Pf. cxix. 162. 
¥. 4. For thou hajt broken the yoke of his burden, 
&c.] Of Galilee, of the nation multiplied, of the 
fpiritual inhabitants of it, whofe joy was increafed ; 
and this is one reafon of it, becaufe they were de- 
livered by the Lord from the burdenfome yoke of 
the ceremonial law, which was broken off, and 
abolifhed by Chrift ; and from the tyranny of fatan, 
the God of this world, out of whofe hands they 
were ranfomed and delivered; and from the do- 
minion of fin, under the power of which they had 
been in bondage. And the ftaff of his fhoulder, the 
rod of his oppreffor ; different phrafes expreffive of 
the fame thing; the bondage and flavery of the 
law, fin and fatan: as in the day of Midian; when 
Gideon got an entire victory over the Midianites, 
with a few unarmed men, by the found of trum- 
pets, and breaking of pitchers, Fudg. v. 16—22. 
and may denote the eafy manner in which Chrift 
obtained a conqueft over all his and our enemies ; 
and the means by which it is made known unto us, 
and we are freed from bondage to fpiritual ene- 
mies; namely, by the miniftration of the gofpel, 
compared to the blowing of trumpets ; and which 
is a treafure put into earthen veffels, frail and weak 
men. 
¥.5. For every battle of the warrior is with con= 
fufed noife, &c.| With the found of the trumpet, 
and as now with beating of drums, and the huzzas 
and fhoutings of the foldiers, the ftamping and 
neighing of horfes, the rufhing of chariots, and 
rumbling of wheels, and the clafhing of, fwords, 
fpears, and fhields, and thefe fometimes ftriking 
one againft another “: and garments rolled in blood ; 
of them that were flain in battle: duz this /hall be 
with burning and fuel of fire, which refers either to 
the fudden deftru€tion of the Médianites, or rather 
to the quick and eafy conqueft that Chrift obtained 
over fin, fatan, the world, and death; which was 
as foon over, as any combuftible matter is burnt 
with fire. Some interpret this of the deftruction 
of the devil, his angels, of antichrift, and all wicked 
mien by fire, at the laft day ; and others think that 
this laft claufe is to be read in connexion with the 
pteceding : and garments rolled in blood, which fhalt 
be for burning, the fuel of fire’, that is, which gar- 
ments rolled in blood, fhall be burnt with fire, and 
utterly confumed; and fo there be no more war, 
but perpetual peace. It was ufual after vi€tory to 
burn the armour and fpoils of the enemy”; or rather, 
it may intend the burning love, and flaming zeal 
and affection of Chrift the Saviour, next defcribed. 
y¥. 6. For unto us a child is born, &c.] ‘This is 
a reafon of all that is faid in the context; of the 
great light that fhone upon, and was feen by thofe 
that fat in darknefs, and in the land of the fhadow 
of death ; of the great joy among the people; of 
the breaking off of the yoke, rod, and ftaff of the 
oppreffor; and of the burning of garments rolled 
in blood, fo putting an end to war, and eftablifhing 
peace ; all which is owing to the child here faid 
to 
1 $o Cocceius, De Dieu. 
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to. be born, by whom we are to underftand. the 
‘Meffiah, ‘as the Targum interprets it ; and not He- 
-zekiab, as many of the Fewi/fh writers" apply it ; 
who could never be reprefented as a child juft born, 
“when ‘he was, at leaft,. ten or eleven years of age, 
when this prophecy. was given out, and twenty- 
nine when Sennacherib came up with his army 
againft him,.as Aden Ezra obferves ;, to which time 
he, and. others, refer the. context; nor, can any 
reafon be affigned, why he fhould,be called a fon, 
in.fuch a peculiar and unufual manner; nor can it 
‘be faid: of him,, that he was the great light which 
‘fhined upon the inhabitants, of Galilee ;, nor was his 
birth the occafion of fo great joy, as the) birth of 
this child is aid to be ; nor, can it, with any. juft- 
nefs, be. faid. of. him, that. of. the increafe. of his 
government.and. peace, there..was no end; feeing 
his government only extended to, the two tribes of 
Benjamin and Fudab, and his reign was but twenty- 
nine. years, and for. the moft part attended with 
affliction, oppreffion, and war ; -befides, the many 
augult titles, here ufed, cannot be afcribed unto 
him, nor.to any mere, creature whatever’; but 
every: thing agrees with Chrift; and. to him, it is 
applied, even -by fome antient and modern writers 
among the Fews ? themfelves.. ‘This claufe refpects 
his humanity, -his incarnation and birth, which is 
fpoken of.in the prefent tenfe, tho’ future, becaufe 
of the certainty of it; that he fhould really become 
man, aflume a true body, and a reafonable. foul, 
partake of the fame flefh and blood with, the chil- 
dren, be made. fiefh, -and dwell among us: and 
this was to us, 135 for us; for our goou, for our 
‘profit and advantage ; not for angels, but for men; 
for the faints under the Old Teftament, and under 
the New; for all his people,:his brethren, and chil- 
dren; that they might have a-fanctified nature; that 
Jaw and juftice might: be fatisfied in that nature 
which had finned, and fatan:be ruined by it, which 


he himfelf had ruined ; .and that Chrift might be a’ 


fit mediator and -redeemer of his people, and be 
capable. of executing his feveral offices to:our ad- 
vantage ;; his. prieftly. office,: by fatisfying and. in- 
terceding for us; his prophetic office, .by teaching 
us; and his kingly office,” by ruling over us.;. and 
that he might anfwer the relations he ftands in of 
a father, hufband, /brother,, and friend: nto _us. a 


Jon is given; even he who,is the fon of God, his, 


own fon, his only begotten fon, his beloved fon, 
the dear fon of his love; all which aggravate his 
love.in the, gift of him, ;to be, the covenant .and, 
head unto us, to be the faviour of us,. anda facri-, 
fice for us; and in delivering him up into the hands 
of men, juftice, and death ; this is a free gift of 
God’s Jove, a very large and comprehenfive, one, 
is unparalleled and unfpeakable, unchangeable and 
irreverfible. - And the government fhall be upon. bis 
fooulder ; not only of. the world in. general, but of 
the church in particular; this child is born to royal 
dignity ; he is king of faints his government con- 
fifts in ruling in the hearts, of his people,. inenact-, 
ing laws for them, and: caufing them. to fubmit 
unto them, in fubduing their enemies, in protecting 
them,, their perfons and properties, rights. and li- 
berties, and in fupplying them with every thing 
neceflary ; and this government is delegated to him 
from his father, is. devolved upon him by him, | 
is not of this world, but is fpiritual; it is righte-' 
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the righteous from the wicked; pronouncing 
diftinct fentences, and executing them; in a w 


, Kimchi, & Bharbinel, in 


Chi ix 6. | 


oufly adminiftered, is peaceable, and will continue — 
for ever : and its being faid to be upon his shoulder, 

is an allufion to magiftrates having a key or rod 
laid on their fhoulders, as enfigns of their office, 

or carried by their officers for them, fee ¥. 4. and ~ 
chap. xxii. 21, and it fhews that it was laid upon 
him, or enjoined him by his father, tho’ not againft. 

his will, and it denotes a weight of honour and 
care bore by him, whofe fhoulders are fit for the 
fame, and equal to it; and that he is the prop and 
fupport of his church and people, who are fafe 
under his government and protection : and his mame 
foall be called, wonderful; not that he fhould be 
commonly called among men by this name, nor 
by any. of the following; but that he fhould ap- 
pear. to be, or to have that in him, or to do what 
would fufficiently anfwer to this name, and to the 
reft: he is wonderful in his perfon, and in the 
glory and beauty. of it; that he fhould be God 
and man in one perfon, and have two natures, fo 
different from each other, united in him; that 
he being truly God, fhould. become man; and that 
he .fhould be born of a virgin: wonderful in the 
difpofition of his mind, and in the qualities he is 
poffefied of ; in his love to his people, and his 
fympathy with them,; in\ his humility, meeknefs, - 
and patience; in his wifdom, conduct, courage, 
and. greatnefs of foul : wonderful in his life cinta, 
private life many wonderful things are recorded of 
him ;,as the direétion of the wile-men to him by 

a ftar, and their worfhipping of him ; the prefer- 
vation of him from. Herod’s cruelty ; his difpu- 
tation with the doctors.in the temple at twelve 
years, of. age ; and his living fuch a mean and ob- 
{cure life for thirty years together: and his public 
life.was.nothing ,but a:continued feries of wonders ; 
his baptifm in ‘Yordan.; his temptations in the wil- ~ 
dernefs ; his: doctrines and miracles, and his trans- 
figuration on the mount : wonderful in his death; 
that he fhould die.at ail, who is the prince of life, 
the’ Lord of life and glory; that he fhould die 
with his own, and his father’s confent, and that for 
finners, even the chief of finners ; and by dying 
procure. life for us; abolifh death; deftroy him 
that had the power, of it, the devil; and obtain 
eternal falvation and redemption: the circumftances 
attending his death were marvellous; fuch as the 
darknefs that. was upon the earth; the rending of 
the veil, and cleaving of the rocks: wonderful in 
his refurrection from:the dead, which was by his 
own.power, before he {aw corruption, at the time 
fignifed by types..and prophecy;, and with the 
fame body exceeding glorious ; and which has an 
influence on our juftification, regeneration, and re- 
furre€tion.;/‘wonderful in his afcenfion to en, 
both in the manner of it, in.a.cloud, and in the 
effects of it, receiving, gifts for men, and giving 
them to them 5. in, his entrance into heavelt teri 
at the right-hand of,God,; and interceffion for 
tranigreffors : wonderful, he, will be in his fecon¢ 
coming to judgment;,.the figns of it are many at 
marvellous ;. the manner,.of. it wonderfully glo- 
‘vious ;. the. different, effects. of it on men, filling 
fome with joy, and jothers with terror; and the 
things that.will,then be done ; as the raifing of the 
dead ;. placing all. nations before him 5 f parating 
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Chrift is wonderful, in all he is, has, or belong 
unto him; in his perfon, offices, and relations; in 
‘his people, who are for figns and wonders ; in his 
doétrines and ordinances ; and in the manifeftations 
of himfelf, and of his grace to his people, now and 
hereafter ; nay, the word fignifies not only won- 
_ derful, but a miracle itfelf, as Chrift is in his per- 
fon %, fee ‘Fudg. xii. 17, 18, 19: counféllor, this 
fome’ read in conjunction with the former title, 
thus, wonderful counfetlor, fo the Arabic verfion ; 
and the Septuagint, which ‘calls him, the angel of 
the great council; and the Targum is, ‘* wlio does 
*< wonderfully in council ;”. and which agrees with 
ff. xxviii. 29. This title’ belongs to Chrift, as 
concerned with his Father, and the blefléd Spirit, in 
the works of nature, providence, and grace. God 
ftands in no need of counfel, nor does it properly 
fall on him, tho’ it is fometimes afctibed to him, 
fpeaking after'the manner of men. Creatures are 
not of his council, but Chrift is ; he was privy to 
all his thoughts, purpofes, and. ‘decrees ; he. was 
confulted in creation, and in the works. of provi- 
dence, Gev. i.26. and xi. 7. and in the great affair 
of redemption and falvation; the council held con- 
cerning that, is the great council, the Septuagint 
-verfion here makes mention of ; and may’be called 
the council ‘of peace, Zech. vi. 13.\in. which the 
fcheme of falvation’ was fixed; the author of it 
was found, and pitched upon; the way of it agreed 
on, to be thro’ the affumption of human _nature,. 
and by obedience, fufferings, and death; and the 
time of Chrift’s incarnation and death fettled,. as 
well as all bleffings of grace and glory, for. the 
perfons who were to fhare in this falvatioh. This 
‘title alfo agrees with Chrift‘in refpect to his people, 
to whom he is council, and for: whom he is coun- 
cil ; he is council to them ; _he’gives them counfel , 
fo he did in perfon, when on earth ;. he advifed 
finners to repentance ;' encouraged’ fouls to ‘believe 
in him; directed’ the weaty to come to him for 
reft; the hungry and thirfty for food; ‘fuch as were 
healed and pardoned, he counfelled them to ‘fin no 
more; attd‘he advifed’ his followers to do to all 


men, as'they would men ‘fhould do: to them; to, 


behave in an humble and-modeft manner; to bear 


reproaches and perfecutionis chearfully} to love one! 
another ;’ and to’ pray’to~his- Father, in his natne, | 


for all things they wanted’; and now he ‘gives™his 
‘people counfél by the miniftry of the word, ‘which 
is the counfel of God, the’prodtce of his-wifdom, 


a tranfcript of -his eternal council and covenant, 


a declaration’ of the will of’God, and of Chritt ; 
and in which Chrift counfels the’ poor in‘ fpirit to 
‘come to him) for riches, the’ naked for’ cloathing, 
the ignorant for fpiritual light and knowledge, fuch 


‘as are ready to-perith for falvation’; and he counfels | 


‘thote that believe to abide in him, and by his truths 
‘and ordinances’; which counfel_is wholefome and 
(uitable, hearty, fincere, and faithful ; is wife and 
prudent, ' ahd reely given’; and which being taken, 


‘infallibly faceteds : “he is ‘Council for them in hea-. 


“ven; “he appears’ there in’ the prefence of God for 
‘them ;' repref€nts their ‘perfons, and prefents their 
‘petitions ;' amfwers to all’ charges exhibited againft 
them ';°and hs’ their advocate, ’ pleads their caufe ; 
“and calls for blefines aetted to be beftowed-upon 
them, which they want ; fot all which he is abun- 
‘dantly qualified} being the Gfily ‘wife God, “the an- 

the father Of his people ; and as me- 
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fures of wifdom and knowledge are, and on whom 
the fpirit of wifdom and underftanding, and of 
counfel and might refts: the mighty God ; or God, 
the mighty one*;, as fome read the words with a 
comma; but if read together; the fenfe is the fame; 
Chrift is God, truly and properly fo; as appears 
from his name Febovab, which is peculiar to the 
mott high ; from his nature and perfections, being 
the fame with his Father’s ; from the works per~ 
formed by him, as thofe of creation, ptovidence, 
miracles, redemption, refurrection from the dead, 
&¢e. and from the worfhip given him, which only 
belongs to God; alfo he is called, our God, your 
God, their God, my God, by which epithets, 
thofe that are not truly God, are never called ; he 
is faid to be God, manifeft in the flelh; God over 
all, bleffed for ever; the great God, the living 
God, the true God, and eternal life : and he is the 
mighty one as appears by the works he did,’ pre- 
vious to his incarnation ; as the creation of all 
things out of nothing; the upholding of all things 
by the word of his power; the management of 
all the affairs of providence, there being nothing 
done but what he was concerned in; as the con- 
fufion of languages; the burning of Sodom and 
Gomorrba;, bringing the children of J/rael out of 
Egypt ; leading and going before them thro’ the 
red fea and wildernefs ; and bearing and carrying 
them all the days of old: and alfo by the works 
he did when here on earth ; as his miracles, called 
his mighty works; fuch as healing all manner of 
difeafes by a word fpeaking, or by touching the 
perfon, or by the perfon touching him, even his 
gartnent, or without feeing the perfon at all, and 
always without the ufe of medicines , difpoffeffing 
devils out of the bodies of men; power over ‘the 
elements, as to change water into wine, rebuke 
the wind and feas, &¥c. raifing the dead, arid even 
his own body, when dead; and above all, the great 
work of redemption, by which he appears to be 
the mighty one indeed ; his Father’s call of him to 
it, fhews it: his undertaking it, confirms it; and 
his a€tual performance’ of it, puts it out of all 
doubt; as well as what was then done by him; 
fuch as bearing all the fins of his people; engaging 
with all their enemies ; conquering them, and de- 
livering them out of their hands : likewife by what 
he does now, partly in the converfion of hhis peo 
ple; quickening men dead in trefpaffes and fins ; 
caufing dry bones to live ; giving fpiritual fight to 
fuch as were born blind ; plucking out of the hands 
of fatan, and turning from his power to God ; 
which fhows him to be ftronger than the: ftrong 
man armed ; beginning, carrying on, and fini- 
fhing ‘the-work of faith with power on them ; as 
well as at firft, making them willing to fubmit to 
his ri¢hteoufnefs, and*to be faved by him and 
partly in his care of them afterwards ; he, having 
the government of them on his thoulders ; fup- 
plying all their wants ; bearing all their burdens ; 
and fupporting them under all their afflictions, 
temptations, and defertions ; protecting them from 
all their enemies; ftrengthening them to do his 
will and‘ work ; and keeping them from falling 
totally and finally, and preferving them fafe to his 
everlafting kingdom and glory: moreover, by what 
he will do hereaftér ; ‘binding fatan, and confining 
him for thé {pace of a thoufand years; clearing 
the world of all’ his, and his peoples enemies ; 
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itroying wicked men and devils, with an everlafting 
deftruction. The everlafting father, which does not 
defign any relation of Chrift in the Godhead; there 
is but one Father in the Godhead, and that is the 
firft perfon , indeed Chrift and the Father are one, 
and the Father is in him, and he is in the Father, 
and he that has feen the one has feen the other, 
and yet they are diftinct, Chrift is not the Father ; 
the Son and Spirit may be confidered with the firft 
perfon as Father, in creation and regeneration, they 
being jointly concerned therein, but not in the Tri- 
nity: it is eafy to make it appear Chrift is not the 
Father, but is diftin& from him, fince he is faid 
to be with the Father from eternity, to be the Son 
of the Father in truth and love, his own Son, his 
only begotten and beloved Son ; Chrift frequently 
calls the firft perfon his Father, prayed to him as 
fuch, and is our advocate with him, as well as the 
way unto him; he is faid to be fent by the Fa- 
ther, to come from him, and to go to him; and 
many things are faid of Chrift, that can’t be faid 
of the Father, as his being made flefh, fuffering 
and dying in the room of his people ; and the Fa- 
ther is faid to do many things unto him, as to 
anoint him, to feal him, to fhew him all he did, 
to commit all judgment to him, and give him to 
have life in himfelf as he had: but Chrift is a fa- 
ther with refpeét to chofen men, who were given 
him_as his children and offspring in covenant; who 
are adopted into that family that is named of him, 
and who are regenerated by his {pirit and grace : 
and to thefe he is an everlafting father; he was fo 
from everlafting ; for regeneration and faith don’t 
make men children, but make them appear to be 
fo; God’s eleé& are children previous to the Spirit’s 
work upon them, and even to the incarnation and 
death of Chriit ; adoption is an act of the will of 
God in covenant from eternity : and Chrift is a fa- 
ther to thefe unto everlafting ; he will never die, 
and they fhall never be left fatherlefs ; he and they 
will ever continue in this relation ; he as fuch fup- 
plies them with everlafting provifions, he clothes 
them with everlafting raiment, he gives them an 
everlafting portion, promotes them to everlafting 
honour, faves them with an everlafting falvation, 
bearing an everlafting love to them. Some ren- 
der the words, the Father of eternity*; the author 
of eternal life, who has procured it for his peo- 
le, and gives it to them; or to whom eternity 
fies; who inhabits it, and is poffefléd of it, is 
the everlafting I. AM, was before all perfons and 
things, was fet up in an office-capacity from ever- 
lafting, and had a glory with the Father before 
the world was, in whom eternal election, and with 
whom the everlafting covenant, were made. The 
Septuagint verfion is, the Father of the world to 
come; of the gofpel-difpenfation ; fo called Hed. 
ii. 5. the legal difpenfation, when in being, was 
the then sie world, at the end of which Chrift 
came; this. is now at an end, and a new ftate of 
things has taken place, which with refpect to the 
Old Teftament-faints was the world to come, and 
“of this Chrift is the father or author; as the law 
came by Mo/es, and he was the father of the legal 
difpenfation, grace and truth are come by Chrift, 
the father and author of the gofpel-difpenfation ; 
the doctrines of it are from him, and the ordi- 


nances of it by him; and he is the father of that: 


{tate or world to come after the refurrection, the 
new Yeru/alem-church-ftate, and alfo of the ulti- 


* “¥ 99N. Pater xternitatis, Montanus, Cocceius, &c. 
agrees the Vulgate Latin verfion, Pater feculi futuri. 
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mate glory. The prince of peace ; Chrift is a prince, 
often fo called, Ezek, xxxiv. 24. and xXxXvii. 25. 
Dan. ix. 25. he is fo by birth, being, the King’s 
Son, the Son of God, and by office, power,..and 
authority ; he is fo a prince, as that he is a one 
he is exalted to be a prince and a Saviour; and he 
is a prince fuperior to kings, being the prince of 
the kings of the earth, Aés v. 31. Rev. i. 5. and 
he is called the prince of peace, becaufe he is the 
author of peace ; juft as he is faid to be the prince 
of life, Aéis ili. 15. for the fame reafon: he is the 
author of peace between Few and Gentile, by ab- 
rogating the ceremonial law, the enmity between 
them, and by fending the gofpel to both, and 
making it the power of God to falvation to fome 
of each of them, and by bringing them into. the 
fame gofpel-church-ftate, and making them par- 
takers of the fame privileges and bleffings, internal 
and external, Eph. ii. 14—20. and he is the au- 
thor of peace between God and finners; he has 
made it by the blood of the crofs, having the cha- 
{tifement of their peace laid upon him, in confe- 
quence of a covenant of peace he made with his 
Father, who was in him reconciling the world to 
himfelf : and he is fo called likewife, becaufe he is 
the giver of peace ; of all outward peace and pro- 
fperity to his churches, as reft from their enemies, 
concord among themfelves, and additions to them 
of fuch as fhall be faved ; of internal peace thro” - 
the difcoveries of his love, and the application of 
his righteoufnefs, blood, and facrifice, in a way 
of. believing in him, and in a courfe of obedience 
to him ; and likewife of eternal peace and reft in 
the world to come. Moreover, all that concern 
him as a king or prince, fhew him to be the prince 
of peace ; his kingdom lies among other things in 
peace and joy in the Holy Ghoft; the fceptre of 
his kingdom is the golden fceptre of giace and 
mercy; his royal proclamation is the gofpel of 
peace ; the fruit of his Spirit is peace ; and his fub- 
jects are peaceable ones, both in church and ftate. 
With this compare Hed. vii. 2. 2 Theff iii. 16. It 
is obfervable, that at his birth there was a general 
peace, not only in the Roman empire, Luke ii. 1. 
but in all the world; and it is remarkable, that 
whereas at this time the Chinefe empire enjoyed a 
profound peace, the emperor of it changed his 
name, and would not be called by his name Nga- 
yus, but Pingus, which fignifies peaceable". 
¥. 7. Of the increafe of his government, 8 c.] 
That is, of the prince of peace, on whofe fhoul- 
ders it is; which, from {mall beginnings, will rife 
to a very great pitch and height of glory; this is 
fignified by the ftone cut out of the mountain with- 
out hands, that fmote the image, became a great 
mountain, and filled the whole earth, Daz. ii. 34, 
35 44, 45. and by the parable of the muftard- 
feed, the leaft of all feeds, and yet when grown 
up, becomes a great tree, in which the birds of the 
air build their nefts, Mart. xiii. 31, 32. Chrift’s 
kingdom and intereft, his dominion and govern- 
ment, may be {aid to be increafed, when his gofpel 
is fpread far and near, which is called the gofpel of 
the kingdom, and the doétrines of it, the myfte- 
ries of the kingdom ; by ta hivede ari sk a 
come fubjects of it, and fo his ki m is en] ; 
At firft it was only preached in Judea; and then it~ 
was carried into the Gentile world, where it met 
with great fuccefs, and was fpread to the overthrow 
of paganifm in the Roman empire; a ftop was put 
to 
t Talnp re cesw@- merroil@, fo fome soni) 1 FRR 
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to its progrefs, by the appearance and power of an- 
tichrift, the man of fin; but at the Reformation 
it broke out again, and {pread itfelf over many na- 
tions; and tho’ of late years there has been a de- 
cline, in the latter day the knowledge of it will 


» cover the earth, as the waters do the fea, and mul- 


titudes fhall be converted by it; which is meant 
by the increafe of Chrift’s government. In the 
days of his flefh on earth, few believed in him; 
after his afcenfion to heaven, there was a large in- 
creafe of his followers in Ferufalem, and in the 
Gentile world ; the gofpel being preached there, 
more were the children of the defolate, than of the 
married wife ; large numbers were converted, and 
churches raifed and formed every where ; and in 
the latter day the church fhall fill the earth, and 
the kingdoms of this world will become the church 
of Chriit all nations will flow unto it ; the peo- 
ple of ‘the Fews in a body will be converted, and 
the fulnefs of the Gentiles will be brought in ; the 
intereft of Chrift, which made fo contemptible a 
figure at firft, confifting chiefly of the poor of 
this world, harraffed with perfecution, and di- 
fturbed by hereticks, will now make a very creat 
one; the kings of the earth coming into it, the 
wealth and riches of the world falling into the 
hands of the faints, the greatnefs of the kingdom 
under the whole-heaven being given to them ; 
Chriftianity will be the univerfal religion of men, 
and which will be attended with the greateft {piri- 
tuality, holinefs of life, purity of doctrine, worfhip 
and difcipline, and freedom from perfecution, as 
follows. In the word 39009, rendered, of the 
éncreafe, the letter 13, in the middle of it, is fhut, 
which in other places is open. The,fews feek for 


- myfteries in this. ben Hzra fays, it refpects the 


miracle of the fun, whofe fhadow returned back in 
Hezekiah’s time; this is faid to ferve an hypothefis, 
Kimchi obferves, on the contrary, that in Bzra (it 
is in Neb. ii. 13.) the fame letter at the end of a 
word is open, which ufed'to be fhut, where men- 
tion is made of the walls of Feru/alem being broken 
down ; and thinks it has this myftery in it, that at 
the time of the falvation, the walls of Feru/alem, 
that were broken down during the captivity, fhould 
be {topped up, and then the government fhould be 
opened, which was fhut, until the king Meffiah 
came. If there is any myftery in this, it may de- 
note, that the government of Chrift, which would 
be for a time ftraitened, and kept in narrow bounds 
and limits, fhould hereafter be extended through- 
out the world, to the four corners of it, to be firm 
and ftable, perfect and compleat; which the figure 
of this letter, being fhut, and four-fquare, may be 
an emblem of. See Rev. xxi. 16. And peace there 
fhall be no end, this refpects both the increafe and 


perpetuity of the peace of Chrift’s kingdom. The 


peace of believers under the gofpel-difpenfation, is 
greater than that of the faints under the legal dif- 

nfation, whofe facrifices could not remove a con- 
{cioufnefs of fin and its guilt ; and who, thro’ va- 
rious laws threatening with death, were all their 
life-time fubject to bondage; but great is the peace 
of New Teftament-faints, thro’ the blood, righte- 
oufnefs, and facrifice of Chrift, and which may be 
increafed more and more: and in the latter day there 


will be more peace among themfelves,; Ephraim 
fhall not envy Fudab, nor Fudab vex Ephraim ; the- 


fticks of Fofeph and Fudab tha'l be one; nor will 


there ever be any more difcord between Jew and 
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Gentile, the lion and the lamb fhall lie down to- 

gether; there will be no more war among the na- 
tions, after the battel of Armageddon; and no more 
perfecution, after the flaughter of the witnefles ; 
and this abundance of peace, {piritual and tempo: 

ral, will be as long as the moon endures, Pf. Ixxii: 
7. and all this will iffue in eternal peace in the 

world to come : upon the throne of David, and upon 
bis kingdom; that. is, on it the prince of peace fhall 
fit, who is David’s fon, according to the fiefh, and 
fo his heir ; fee Luke i..32, 33. and which mutt be 
underftood fpiritually of the church and people of 
Chrift, who are his throne and kingdom ; in whofe 
hearts he reigns by his grace and fpirit: to order its 
difpofe, rectify, put into form and order, and adorn 
and beautify, by enacting laws for them, writing 
them on their hearts, and putting his Spirit within 
them, to enable them to keep them; and by fet- 
ting perfons over them, under him, as deputies and 
fub-governors, guides and rulers, to explain his 
laws, and enforce them; to teach them to obferve 
all things commanded by him; to whom he gives 
gifts for ufefulnefs and fervice ; and whofe mini- 
{try he bleffés, for the converfion and gathering in 
of others, and fo repairs and glorifies the houfe 
of his kingdom ; and alfo by granting his prefence 
in his word and ordinances: and to eftablifh it with 
juftice and judgment; by convincing men by his 
Spirit of righteoufnefs and judgment ; by reveal- 
ing in his gofpel his own righteoufnefs to them ; 
by forming in their hearts the new man, which is 
created in righteoufnefs and true holinefs; by teach- 
ing them to live foberly, righteoufly, and godly ; 
and by protecting them from all their enemies : 
and fo he eftablifhes particular believers in the faith 
of himfelf, and with the do¢trine of faith; that they 
perfevere to the end; and his whole church upon 
himfelf, the rock of ages, that the gates of hell 
fhal]l not prevail againft it; <nd in the latter day 
he will eftablith it upon the top of the mountains; 
[f. ti. 2: from henceforth, even for ever; Chritt’s 
throne is for ever and ever, his kingdom is an 
everlafting one ; he’ll have no fucceffor in it, nor 
any rival that fhall ever difpoffefs him of it,. all 
other kingdoms will ceafe, but his will remain for 
ever : tho’ this claufe, according to the accents, is 
to be connected with what follows”, thus, from 
henceforth, even for ever, the zeal of the Lord of 
hofts will perform this; all that is faid in this verfe, 
and in the context, refpecting the incarnation of 
Chrift and his kingdoim; the veracity, faithfulnefs, 
and power of God, are engaged to perform what- 
ever he has purpofed and promifed ; and his zeal, 
which is no other than his fervent, flaming love, 
will move him to it, and is effectual to accomplifh 
it; his fervent love for his own glory, which is 
his ultimate end in all his works of nature, provi- 
dence, and grace, will engage him to fulfil what- 

ever is foretold concerning the birth of Chrift, and 
redemption by, him, and his offices and Kingdom ; 

fince this is greatly concerned in all thefe things, 
his zeal or fervent love to his Son, fhown in giving 

all things into his hands, in committing all judg 
ment to him, that men may honour him as they 

do the Father, will move him to increafe his go- 

vernment and peace, and make him his firft-born 

higher than the kings of the earth; and his zeal 

or fervent love to his people, will put him upon 

all this, fince it is for their good, as well as for his 

own glory, and the honour of his Son; what the 
queen 


w So Junius and Tremellius, whom Reinbeck commends, De Accent. p. 387, 
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quéen of Sheba faid of Solomon, may be faid of 
Chrift and'his people, 1 Kings. x. 9. . 

¥. 8. The Lord fent a word unto Facob, 8c.) 
The prophet having comforted Judah with the pro- 
mife of the Meffiah, returns to denounce the judg- 
ments of God upon the ten tribes, under the names 
of Facob and Jrael, which fignify the fame 5 for 
the word here is not the word of promife, the com- 
fortable word concerning the Meffiah before-men- 
tioned ; but a word of threatening, ruin, and de- 
ftruction, to the kingdom of Jjrael, after enlarged 
upon, which the Lord fent unto them by his pro- 
phets before-hand, to warn them of it, and bring 
them to repentance; by which they would know, 
when it came to pafs; that their deftruction was of 
the Lord, and not a matter of chance: the Septua- 
gint verfion is, the Lord fent death upon Jacob; and 
{o the Arabic verfion following it ; the fame word, 
differently pointed, being ufed for the peftilence, 
but is not the fenfe here ; the Targum, Syriac, and 
Vulgate Latin verfions, render it, a word, as we do: 
and it hath lighted upon Ifrael, or hath fallen*; as an 
arrow fhot out of a bow, as fome think ; or as feed 
caft upon the earth; or rather like a thunder-bolt: 
it: denotes the fure and full accomplifhment of the 
word of God upon the perfons to whom it was 
fent; for as his word of promife, fo of threatening, 
does not return to him void and empty, J. lv. 
10, 11.. The Targum is, ‘* the Lord fent a word 
*< into the houfe of Facob, and it was heard in 
“° Yfrael.” 

¥. 9. And all the people fhall know, &c.] The 
word of the.Lord, and that it is his; and by fad 
experience fhall- feel the weight of it: or, the peo- 
ple foall know the whole of it’; fhall find that the 
whole of it will be accomplifhed, every punctilio 
in it; whatever is faid is done, every thing pre- 
dicted by it, the fubftance of it, and every circum- 
ftance relating to it: or they fhall be punifhed, they 
fhall bear, know, and, feel the punifhment of their 
fins ; in which fenfe the word know, in the Arabic 
language, is frequently ufed, of which Schultens * 
has given many. inftances: even Ephraim, and the 
inhabitants of Sameria; the ten tribes are meant by 
Ephraim; and the inhabitants of Samaria are par- 
ticularly mentioned, becaufe Samaria was the me- 
tropolis of Ephraim, ch. vii. 9. and becaufe it was 
to fuffer, and did fuffer much in the threatened 
calamity, being befieged three years, then taken, 
and its inhabitants carried captive ; and fo experi- 
mentally knew the word of the Lord, and the truth 
of it, 2 Kings xvii: 5, 6: that fay in the pride and 


froutnefs of beart ; being proud and haughty, ftout-. 


hearted, and far from righteoufnefs, and the fear 
of God; hardening themfelves againft him, de- 
{piling his word, and defying, as it were, his power 
and providence; faying, as follows, 

¥. 10. Lhe bricks are fallen down, &c.| Honfes 
made of bricks, which were without the cities be- 
fieged, and deftroyed by the Afprians ; of which the 
haughty. U/raelites made no account, looking upon 
fuch a defolation as little or no lofs at all: dat 
wewill build with hewn fone, fo that the houfes 
will be better and ftronger, more beautiful, and 
more durable: the fycomores are cut down, which 
grew in the fields, and out-parts of the cities, and 
were but a mean fort of wood, and which the 
Allyrians cat down to ferve feveral purpofes in their 
fiege ; of this fort of trees, fee, the note on Luke 
XIX. 4: but we-will change them into cedars ; that 


Liays, cecidit, Grotius, Cocceius. y 15D. 
* 240", elevabite five excollet, Forerius,./{+'? 


totum ejus. , 
b So Noldius renders: it, Eby. Concord. Part. p.16, N*, 69, 


is, will plant cedars in»the: room! of them: thees* 
tall and large, very delightful :to look at,, of great’ 
worth and ufefulnefs, and very durable; tho’ this’ 
may regard not fo much the planting of them as’ 
the ufe of them in building, and the fenfe be agree- 

able to the former claufe ; that as, inftead of brick): 
they would build houfes with hewn dtone ; fo, ine» 
ftead of fycomore-wood, which was not fo fubftan=; 
tial and durable, and fit for building, they-would> 
make ufe of cedar, which was both beautiful andy 
lafting ; fo the Septuagint, ‘* the bricks are fallen,’ 
** Jet us hew ftones, and cut down fycomores,and . 


.** cedars, and build for ourfelves a towers” andé 


fo the Arabic verfion ; fo that upon the whole; ; 1 
flattered themfelves they fhould be gainers, and not? 
lofers, by the Afrian invafion; thus. deriding itys 
and defpifing the prophecy concerning it,  Farcbi. 
interprets the bricks and fycomores, of the kings’ 
that went before, as Fehoabax, the fon of Fehu, ine 
whofe days they were leflened, and were like ao 
building of brick, broken and falling ; but-their, 
prefent king Pekah, the fon of Remaliah, was ftrong, | 
like a building of hewn ftene, and fo cedars were® 
better for building than fycomores ; and to this. 
fenfe agrees the Targum, ‘* the heads (or princes): 
“* are carried captive, but we will appoint better im = 
** their room; goods are fpoiled, but what are: 
‘“* more beautiful than them we will purchafe.”..o\. 

¥. 11. Therefore the Lord fhall fet up the adver=— 


Saries of Rezin againft him, &c,\ Set them up-oms: 


high, as the word * fignifies; exalt them above 
him, and make them fuperior to him, aad con-.: 
querors of him, meaning the Afyrians; who be- 
ing fent for by Abab, went up againft Damafcus, 
took it, and carried the people captive, and flew . 
Rezin the king of Syria, the head of which was 
Damajfcus, 2 Kings xvi. 7, 8, 9. this is mentioned, ~ 
becaufe the J/rae/tes put great truft and confidence 
in this prince, with whom they were in alliance ;.. 
and this is faid to abate their pride, arrogance and. 
haughtinefs, before exprefled : and join bis enemies 
together, or mix thems the Affrian army, confift- ~ 
ing of a mixture of various nations; or fir them ~ 
up, as the Targum, inftigate them, againft /him. ; 
Some underftand the whole of J/rae/, againft whom. 
the adverfaries of Rezin, namely, the Afprians, » 
would come, as they did, and invade their land, 
and carry them captive ; with whom were various 
other people, as follows, had 
¥. 12. The Syrians before, and the Philiftines be- 
hind, &c.] Rezin, king of Syria, the confederate. - 
of the J/rae/lites, being flain, his people joined the 
Arians againtt I/rael ; and they, with others men- . 
tioned, betet them on all fides, before and behind, ~ 
eaft and weft; and fo the Targum, Septuagint, and > 
other verfions render it, the Syrians on the eaft, or. 
from the rifing of the fun; and the Philifineson . 
the weit, or from the fetting of the fun; for, as. 
Kimchi obferves, Syria lay eaft of the land of Jrael, ~ 
and Palejfine on the welt>: and they fhail devour» 
Tirael with open mouth; greedily and. pref bei, >t 
make as it were but one morfel of him: for "7 wy 
this bis anger is not turned away, but bis band is . 


Stretched out fill; that is, the anger of God, that. 


was not turned away; he had not yet ftirred up all 
his wrath, he had not done with them, he had ftil] 


other judgments to bring upon them; and his ~~ 


hand continued to be ftretched out to inflict them, 
feeing they were not brought to repentance by what 


was already done unto them ; fo the Targum, “for... 
- : ““ all : y 


z Animady. Philol. in Job, p. 77, 78. 
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‘ssall this they-do not return from their fins, that 
‘she: may turn away his anger from them, but 
*¢: ftill retain: their fins ; and yet his ftroke wiil be 
**:to ‘take vengeance on them.” 

“13. For the people turneth not to him that finiteth 
them, 8¢c.| Who was the Lord of hofts, as it is 
explained in the next claufe; it was he that had 
fmote the people with the rod of correction and 
chaftifement, by various afflictions and diftreffes, 
which he had brought upon them, in order to 
bring'them to a fenfe of their fin and duty, to re- 
claimeand recover them from their backflidings , 
but they had not fuch an effect upon them; they 
returned not to him by repentance and reformation, 
from ‘whom: they had turned themfelves by their 
evil ways 5 nor to his worfhip, as the Targum in- 
terprets it, to. his word and ordinances ; for af- 
flictions, unlefs fanctified, are of no ufe to reftore 
backiliders. This is to be underftood of the people 
. of Yrael, the ten tribes, whom the prophet calls: 
the»people, not. my people, nor the people of the 
Lord, becaufe unworthy of that character. The 
Septuagint render the words, the people returned not 
until: they were fmitten , and {fo the Syriac verfion ; 
intimating, as if they did return when fimitten ; 
but the following words, and the whole context 
fhew the contrary : neither do they feck the Lord of 
Hos, by prayer and fupplication, for pardoning 
grace and mercy, thro’ Chrift the mediator ; nor 
im his word and) ordinances, for his prefence and 
communion with him, or inftruétion or doétrine 
from him, as the Targum ; to be taught true doc- 
trine, and. their duty to God and man: this is one 
part of the character of an unregenerate man, 
Rom. iii, 114 

_ Senge Therefore the Lord will cut off from Ifrael 
head and tail, &c.) ‘The former of thefe is after- 
wards interpreted of ihe antient and honourable, men 
inhigh places, civil magiftrates, judges, governors, 
and elders of the people, the king as fupreme, and 
all fubordinate officers ; and fo the Zargum, ‘* the 
*¢ Lord will deftroy from J/rael the prince and the 
‘« ruler ;”” and the latter is interpreted of the falle 
prophet. The people of J/rael are compared to a 
beaft with a tail, being fo fadly degenerated and 


corrupted ; as the Romi/b antichrift, in both his. 


capacities, civil and ecclefiaftical, is compared to a 
beaft'; the one being the head, and the other the 
tail, Rev. xiii. 1, 2, 11. and Rome pagan to a 
dragon with a tail, Rev. xii. 3, 4. and the Saracens 
and Turks to locufts with tails like the tails of 
{corpions, Rev. ix. 10, 19 : branch and rufh in one 
day. The Septuagint render it, great and finall , 
and fo the Arabic verfion ; the firft word intending 
the great ren. of the nation, in flourifhing circum- 
ftances, like branches of trees; the latter the com- 
mon people, like reeds and rufhes, weak and feeble; 
fo Kimchi explains them, ‘“‘ the ftrong and the 
«+ weak ;” tho’ the Targum interprets both of the 
governor and lord’; and fo Farchi fays they fignify 
kings and governors 5 but Aven Ezra renders the 
word, root and branch; and fo they may denote 
the utter deftruction of the people of J/rae/, fathers 
andichildren, high and low, rich and poor. See 
Mal.iv. 1. j 

¥. 15. The antient and honourable, be is the bead, 
&c.] The elder in office, not in age; and who, 
on.account of his office, dignity, and riches, is 
honoured by men, is of a venerable countenance 


himfelf, afid is reverenced when feen and looked | which is not convenient, Eph. v: 4: for ail this bis 


ka ee 


upon by others, and received by perfons with plea- 
fure and chearfulnefs ; asthe phrafe ufed'fignifies. 
The Septuagint and Arabic verfions render it, who 
admire, or have mens per fons in admiration, which is 
the character Fude gives of falfe teachers, Ful. ¥. 16. 
who are next defcribed : and the prophet that teatheth 
lies, he is the tail, fo called from their low extract, 
being. often of a mean original and defcent; or 
rather from the meéannefS of theif fpirits, their 
flattery of princes and great men, to whom they 
tell lies, and prophefy fmooth and falfe things, for 
the fake of a’ little fordid gain, in allufion to dogs 
that wag their tails at their mafters ; or from the 
poifon of their doétrines, forne creatures having 
poifon in their tails, and do much mifchief with 
them. See Rev. ix. 1g. 

¥. 16, For ibe leaders of this people caufe them 
to err, 8cc.] Or, who blefs this people, as the Sep- 
tuagint and Arabic verfions; and fo the 7; argu, 
** who praife this people ;” that call them bleffed, 
pronounce them happy, fee Mé/. iii. 15. and pro- 
mife them happinefs, both in this world, and that 
to come, tho’ guilty of notorious fins, and live a 
Vicious courfe of life ; and fo harden them in their 
iniquities, and caufe them to wander more ‘and 
more from the way of truth and righteoufhefs; and 
lead them into, and leave them in, fatal miftakes 
about their ftate and condition. Thefe feem to de- 
fign the ecclefiaftical leaders of the people, the blind 
leaders of the blind, fee chap. iii. 127 and Matt. 
Xv. 14: and they that are led of them are defiroyed 
or, they that are bleffed of them are fwallowed up <; 
and {fo irrecoverably loft; the deceivers and the de- 
ceived perifh together; as it is finful in teachers 
and leaders of the people to teach them falfe things, 
and lead them out of the way, it is criminal in the 
people to be led and taught by them, who ought 
to take care what they hear and réceive ; and there- 
fore both are righteoufly punifhed; for the words 
are a reafon why the Lord would cut off both the 
one and the other. 

¥.17. Therefore the Lord foall have no joy in.their 
young men, &c.| Take no delight and. pleafure in 
them ; but on the contrary, deteft and abhor them, 
and fo deftroy them, being depraved and corrupted 
by the bad inftructions and examples of their pa- 
rents: neither fhall have mercy on ibeir fatherle[s and 
widows ; who are objects of pity and compaffion ; 
yet thefe being wicked, as well as the fathers of 
the one, and the hufbands of the other, fhall be 
no more {pared than they have been ; fo that this 
exprefles both the general corruption and deftruc- 
tion of this people: for every one is an hypocrite, 
and an evil doer, an hypocrite, as Aben Ezra on 
the place obferves, is one that is outwardly good, 
and inwardly wicked; which was the general cha- 
racter of the people of J/rael in J/eiab’s time, as it 
was of the Fews in the times of Chrift, fee Matt. 
xxiii. 25—28. they pretended to do good, but were 
doers of evil, workers of iniquity, continually com- 
mitting fin; and yet would be thouglit to be very 
upright and fincere, both in their religion towards 
God, and in their dealings with men ; but deceit- 
ful in both:. and every mouth fpeaketh folly, or 
falfhood ; a lie, as the Targum, as all lies are 
foolifh; as alfo all vain words, all impious ones; or 
the favour of irreligion or fuperftition, and indeed 
every idle word, and all unfavoury and corrupt 
fpeech, and there is particularly foolifh talkingy 


anger 
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anger is not turned away, but bis hand is ftretched 
out fill; which is repeated from y. 12. See the 
note there. 

y¥.18. For wickedne/s burneth as the fire, &c.] 
That is, the punifhment of their fins, as the Tar- 
gum interprets it; the wrath of God for fin, which 
is poured out like fire, and confumes as that does ; 
unlefs wicked men are meant, who are confumed 
with the fire of divine vengeance ; the fenfe is the 
fame: it fhall devour the briers and thorns, finners 
and ungodly, fo the Targum paraphrafes it ; and 
Aben Ezra obferves, they are the wicked; who are 
compared to briers and thorns, for their unfruit- 
fulnefs in themfelves, hurtfulnefs to others, and 
for their weaknefs to ftand againft the fury of in- 
cenfed deity, fee 2 Sam. xxiii. 6. If. xxvii. 4: and 
foall kindle in the thickets of the foreft. Kimchi thinks 
there is a gradation in thefe words, that as fire firit 
begins to burn the thorns and fmaller wood, and 
then the greater ; fo wickednefs confumes firft the 


little ones, who are the thorns, and after that it 


kindles in the thickets of the foreft, who are the 
great ones; fo the common-wealth of /-ael is com- 
pared to a foreft; and the thorns, briers, and thick- 
ets may denote the common people and their go- 
vernors, who al] being guilty of wickednefs, fhould 
not efcape the vengeance of God: and they hall 
mount up like the lifting up of fmoke; or lift up 
themfelves, or be lifted up; fo ben Ezra and 
Kimchi interpret the word; but Farchi thinks it 
has the fignification of 9) to be perplexed, and 
gives the fenfe of it thus ; they are perplexed, and 
fhut up with the ftrength of fmoke that burns : 
others take it to be a word of the fame meaning 
with p3Nx; and render it, they /hall pulverize, or 
xo into duft in the lifting up of Jmoke*; and denotes 
the diffolution of the common-wealth; but perhaps 
it may be better rendered, tho? they fall walk 
proudly (or behave haughtily) their pride fhall be 
as /moke, which foon vanifhes away; fince the word 
which is only here ufed, in the Syriac language 
fignifies to walk proudly, as a cock with two 
crefts °. 

¥. 19. Thro the wrath of the Lord of Hofts is 
the land darkned, &c.] Brought into great diftrefs 
and affliction; fore judgments and calamities being 
upon it; for not darknefs in a natural, but in a 
figurative fenfe, is intended, fee chap. viii. 22. and 
ix. 1. the allufion is, to the afcending of the fmoke 
before-mentioned, thro’ fire being kindled in the 
thickets of the foreft, which filled the air with 
darknefs ; as fmoke arifing in great quantity does. 
This fenfe of the word, which is only to be met 
with in this place, is given by Aben Ezra, Kimchi, 
and Ben Melech, from the ufe of it in the Arabic 
language, in which it fignifies  darknefs ; but the 
Septuagint and Arabic verfions render it, the whole 
- land is burned, and which is confirmed by the Tar- 
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gum, which fo interprets it; and this fenfe well 
agrees with the context: and the people foall be as 
the fuel of the fire; this explains who are meant b' 
the briers and thorns, and thickets of the foreft, 
the inhabitants of the land of J/rael, who, as they 
are the fuel of fire, were the objects of divine 
wrath and fury: »o man fhall fpare’ his brother 3 
which may be afcribed either to the darknefs and 
confufion in which they fhould be, and fo not be 
able to difcern a friend from a foe, as perfons fur- 
rounded with fmoke ; or to their malignant fpirit, 
cruelty and inhumanity, not only doing ill to their 
enemies, but to their own friends and relations, to - 
their own flefh and blood. — 

¥.20. And be fhail {natch on the right-hand, and 
be hungry, 8cc.] Either with his hand, and rob 
and plunder all within his reach ; or with his teeth, 
as Cannibals, or beafts of prey, catch at, tear, and 
rend in pieces, whatever comes in their way ; and 
yet hungry after more, and unfatisfied, as follows : 
and be fhall eat on the left-hand, and they foall not 
be fatisfied , ravage and fpoil on every fide, and yet 
not content. The Targum is, * he fhall fpoil on 
‘* the fouth, and be hungry ; and he fhall 7 
** on the north, and not be fatisfied :” they foall 
eat every man the flefb of bis own arm; de their 
near relations; who are their own flefh and blood, 
or take away their fubftance from them; fo the 
Targum, ** they fhall fpoil every man the fubftance 
‘* of his neighbour ;” which will give fome light 
to Rev. xvii. 16. 

¥. 21. Manafeh, Ephraim: and Ephraim, Ma- 
nafjeh, &c.| That is, Manaffeh fhall eat or devour 
Ephraim, and Ephraim fhall eat or devour Ma- 
naffeb; as the Septuagint, Syriac, and Arabic ver= 
fions render it ; which is to be underftood of their 
quarrels, contentions, and wars among themfelves, 
whereby they bit, devoured, and confumed each 
other, tho’ they were brethren ; which explains and 
confirms what is before faid, of no man {paring 
his brother, and every one eating the flefh of his 
own arm. The Zargum paraphrafes the words thus, 
“* they of the houfe of Manaffeb, with thofe of the 
‘** houfe of Ephraim, and they of the houfe of 
Ephraim, with thofe of the houfe of Manaffeb, — 
fhall be joined together as one, to come againft 
“ them of the houfe of Fudab ;” and fo Farchi 
interprets them, ‘‘ Manaffeb thall be joined with 
“ Ephraim, and Ephraim thall be joined with Ma- 
“¢ naffeh, and they together fhall be joined againft 
<< Judah ;” fo it follows, and they together thall 
be againft Fudah; as the ten tribes did fometimes 
make war againft the two tribes of Fudab and 
Benjamin, fee 2 Chron. xxviii. 6, 7, 8: for all this 
his anger is not turned away, but his hand is fretched 
out ftill; more and forer judgments were to come 
upon this people for their fins. See the note on 
y. 12. 


“ce 


ce 


MINI IDANM) & epulverabitur ere€tione fumi, Cocceius; adeo ut in minutiffimum pulverem abeant elato fume, vel 


© Et fuperbient, (faftuofe fe gerent) at fuperbia (vel quorum 


fuperbia) fumus, h.e. fumi inftar evanefcit, interibit, quod etiam Armenis indigitat, iftud vocabulum dbac. J 99}; Syr. gallus, gal- 


linacens, faperbo gradu incedens & bicriftatus, Caftel. Lexicon Polyglott. col. 12. 


£ obfeura. evafit—— 


Aas tertia pars nottis, a fine crepufculi, tempus quo pofterior peragitur precatio vefpertina, Golius, col. 1521. 1 522. Cattel. 
col. 2944. $o Schindler, col. 1410, f™ISNMY ateme, caligo, tenebra, crepufculum. ‘ ¥s 


Ch. x #1, 2. 


of oped 


eyrt “ 
y 


By SHIS chapter contains denuntiations of pu- 
nifhment, firft on the governors. of the 


TAS 4 


LA OF: 57 


C.. HY A | PosK | 


veral places thro? which he fhould pafs with terror 
to the inhabitants, until he fhould come to Yeru-. 


‘Fewifo wation, and then upon the A/yrians ; a wo | falem, againft which he fhould thake his hand, 


is denounced on the makers and impofers of bad 
laws, whereby the poor and the needy, the widows 
‘and the fatherlefs, were deprived of their right, 
¥v 1,2. which wo or punifhment, is explained to 
‘Be a’ defolation of their country by the Afjrians, 
that fhould come afar off, and which they could 
‘fiot -efcape ; under whom they fhould bow. and 
all ; and yet there fhould not be an end of their 
punithment, ¥. 3, 4. next follows a prophecy of 
‘the deftruétion of the Affrians themfelves, for the 
“comfort of God’s people ; in which is obferved, 
that-the Ajjyrian monarch was an inftrument in the 
*Hand:of the Lord to chaftize his people, and there- 
*f6re is called'the rod and ftaff of his wrath and 
“indignation, ¥. 5. the people are defcribed againft 
whom he was fent, and the end for which is men- 
tioned, ¥. 6. tho’ this was not his intention; nor 
did he'defign to {top here, but to deftroy-and cut 
_ off many other natians, y. 7. which he hoped to 
do from’ thé: magnificence of his princes, who were 
as' kings, and from the conquefts he had made of 
"kingdoms, and’ their chief cities, ¥. 8, 9, 10, 11. 
wherefore, when the Lord had done what he de- 
fiened to do by him among his people the Fews, 
“he’was determined to punifh him, becaufe of the 
~pride-of his heart, and the haughtinefs of his looks, 
arid his boafting of his ftrength and wifdom, and 
“Of his robberies and plunders, ‘without oppofition ; 
which boafting was as foolifh, as if an ax, a faw, 
‘tod,’ and’a’ ftaff, fhould boaft, magnify, move, 
“and lift up themfelves againft the perfon that made 
ufof them, ¥. 12, 13, 14, 15. which punifhment 
“is faid' to come from the Lord, and is’ exprefied 
by: leannefs, and by a‘confuming and devouring 
fire; for which reafon his army is compared to 
thorns and bfiers, to a foreft, and a fruitful field, 
“which fhould be deftroyed “at once, fo’ that, what 
6f the trees remained, fhould be fo few as to be 
‘numbered by a child, ¥. 16, 17, 18, 19: and for 
the further confolation of the people of God, it is 
-obferved, that in the times following the deftruction 
of the Afyrian monarchy, a remnant of the people 
“of ifrael fhould be converted, and no more lean 
upon’ an arm of flefh, but upon the Lord Chrift, 
the holy one of J/rael, even a remnant only; for 
tho” that people were -very numerous, yet a rem- 
nant, according to the election of grace, fhould be 
faved, when it was the determinate counfel of God, 
and according to his righteous judgment, to de- 
ftroy the far greater part of them, for their per- 
verfenefs.and obftinacy, ¥. 20,21, 22, 23. where- 


fore the people of God. “are® exhorted. not to be! 


“afraid of the Afyrian, tho’ chaftifed by him ; fince 
"Gn a Little time the anger of the Lord would ceafe 
“in his deftruction, which fhould be after the man- 
“ner of the Eeyptians at the red-fea, and as: the 
flaughter of Midian at the rock of Ored'; whereby 
they would be free from his burden and yoke, be- 
caufe‘of the anointed king’ that fhould reign, or 
the king Meffiah, y. 24, 25; 26, 27. and then fol- 


‘lows a defcription of the expedition of the king of 


Afyria into Fudea, by making mention’ of the fe- 
Fi & So 
Caftel. col. 1828, 1829. 
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¥. 28, 29, 30, 31, 32. and then, under the fimilies 
of lopping a bough, and cutting down the thickets 
of a foreit, and the trees: of Lebanon, is prediéted 
the deftruction of his army and ‘its generals by an 
angel, ¥. 33, 34. 


¥.1. Wo unto them that decree unrighteous decrees, 
&c.] Or, O ye that decree, &c. 7 being a fign 
of the vocative cafe, and an interjection of calling, 
as Aben Ezra obferves 5 tho’ the Zargum, and other 
verfions underftand it, of a threatening denounced; 
and is to be underftood as lying againft law-givers 
and judges, political rulers and governors of the 
people, that made unrighteous laws; laws which 
were not agreeable. to the law of God,nor right 
reafon ; and were injurious to the perfons and pro- 
perties of ‘men ;. and which were calculated for the 
oppreffion of good men, efpecially the poor, and 
for the protection of wicked men, who made no 
confcience of fpoiling them: and that write griev- 
oufnefs which they have prefcribed ; laws grievous 
and intolerable, being. made by them, they wrote 
them, ‘or ordered them to be written, to be en- 
eroffed and promulgated, publifhed ‘them, and 
obliged the people'to be fubject to them. . This 
fome underftand of the fcribes of judges, who fat 
in court; and wrote out the decrees*and fentences 
made by them; but it rather intends. thefame per- 
fons as-before , and not ecclefiaftical,.but! political 
governors are meant,‘ and fuch as lived before the 
Babylonijo captivity 5 orcotherwife the whole is ap- 
plicable*to the Scribes and Pharifees, to the Mi/ni¢ 
doétors, the authors of the oral law, :the fathers of 
tradition, whofe decifions and ‘decrees’ were un=" 
righteous and injurious, .and contrary to the com-! 
mands of God; heavy burdens, and» grievous to! 
be borne, and very oppreflive ofthe .poor, the 
fatherlefs, arid the widow ; for which they are re-. 
proved by Chrift, Matt. xv. 3, 6, 9. and xxiii. 4, 
14, 23,25... Farchi fays it is an’ Arabic ® word,: 
which fignifies Scribes. 19 
y. 2. To turn afide the needy from judgment, &cc.] 
Such laws being: made, as difcouraged them from 
any application for juftice; and when they did, 
were harrafled with fuch long, vexatious and ex- 
penfive fuits, as obliged them to defift, and the 
caufe being “generally given againft them,.and for 
the rich: aad to take away the right from the poor 
of my people; for not to do juftice to the poor, is 
the famé as to. rob and'plunder them, and take 
away by force, what of right belongs to them ; 
‘wheréfore it follows : that widows may be their prey, 
and that they may rob the fatherlefs; who have none 
to proteét'and defend them; and whofe * protectors 
judges ought to be, in imitation of God, whom 
iheaves reprefént,..who is the judge of the 

widows and the» fatherlefs ;.and. therefore this is 
obferved ‘asian aggravation of their fin, which was 


very greatiindeed : itis very wicked inmanjudge to 


pervert ‘the! judgment of ‘the :poor and needy, the 
widow atid the tatherlefs,;contrary to laws'that are 
made by God and. men ;' but to make:and 'prefcribe 

ot» erldertenrss _— wicked, 
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wicked and unrighteous laws, that wickednefs may | ceding chapter, and this fhould begin with the next 
be framed, and mifchief committed by a law, that | verfe. “ 
the poor and the needy, the widows and fatherlefs,| _ ¥. 5. O Affrian, the rod of mine anger, 8c.) 
may be injured under colour and pretence of law Either.as calling him to come againft the land of 
and juftice, is the heighth of injuftice. See P/.| Ural to fpoil it, fo Kimchi; or as grieving’ that he’ 
XCiV. 20, 21. was obliged to make ufe of him in fuch a manner 

¥. 3. Aud what will ye do in the day of viftation, | again{ft his people; or as threatening him with 
&c.] Not in a way of grace and mercy, but of ruin. So the Targum, Septuagint, and all the Ori- 
wrath and anger, as the following claufe explains | exta/ verfions render it, wo to the Affyrian; where- 
it, when God fhould come and punifh them for| fore this, and what follows, ferve to comfort the 
their fins ; and fo the Targum, ‘* what will ye do| people of God; that tho’ they fhould be carried 
“¢ in the day that your fins fhall be vifited upon! captive by the Arians, yet they thould be utterly 
“< you ;” it defigns the Badylonifh captivity, as the | deftroyed, and a remnant of the Yews fhould be: 
next words fhow; the fame phrafe is ufed of the| faved. The Afjrian monarch is called the rod of 
deftruction of the Fews by the Romans, Luke xix.| God’s anger, becaufe he was made ufe of by him 
44: and in the defolation which fhall come from far ;| as an inftrument to chaftize and correct J/rael for 
from Afpria, which was diftant from the land of| their fins: and the flaff in their hand is mine indig- 
Yudea: the word * for defolation, fignifies a ftorm,| nation, that is, the ftaff which was in the hand of 
tumult, noife, and confufion; referring to what) the king of Afjria, and his army, with which they. 
would be made by the A/ffrian army, when it came] fmote the people of J/rae/, was no other than the 
upon them: 40 whom will ye flee for help ? Rezin| wrath and indignation of God againft that people, 
king of Syria, their confederate, being deftroyed ;| and the execution of it, which he committed to 
and Syria, with whom they were in alliance, now| them as inftruments. Kimchi interprets their hand, 
become their enemy, fee chap.ix.11,12: and where| of the land of J/rae/, into which this ftaff wag fent, 
will ye leave your. glory? either their high titles, and] the Afyrian, to fmite and chaftize them. The Zar- 
enfigns of honour, as princes, judges, and civil! gum is, ‘* wo to the Afyrian, the government of 
magiftrates, which they fhould be ftripped of; or] ‘* my fury; and an angel fent from before me, 
rather their mammon, as Aven Ezra interprets it,| “ againft them for a cure.” 3 
their unrighteous mammon, which they got by} y. 6. I will fend him againft an hypocritical nation, 
perverting the judgment of the poor and needy,| &c.] The people of J/rael, who might well be 
the widow and the fatherlefs; of which they glo-| called fo, fince every one of them was an hypocrite, 
ried; and which now would be taken away from| chap. ix. 17. pretending to love; fear, and ferve 
them, when they fhould go into captivity. the Lord, when it was only outwardly, and by 

¥.4. Without me they frall bow down under the| profeffion, and not in deed, and in truth; their - 
prifouers, and they foall fall under the flain, &c.}\ character contains the reafon of the Lord’s calling, 
That is either, being forfaken by me, and deftitute| and fending the Afjrien to correct and chaftize 
of my help, they fhall bow down; or, decaufe they|them: and againft the people of my wrath; who 
are without me, are not my people, and do not} provoked him to wrath, were deferving of it, and 
hearken to me, therefore they fhall bow down, fo| upon whom he was about to bring it; it was their 
David Kimchi; or were it not for me, they would, | hypocrify that ftirred up his wrath againft, them 5 
as others; or that they might not bow down and | nothing is more hateful to God than that: w¢// £ 
fall ; and fo the words may be connected with the | give hima charge, to take the /poil, and-to take. the 
preceding verfe.: others render the word, tranflated | prey; that is, the A/yriaw monarch, to make a fpoil, 
without me, befides;, and the fenfe is either, as A4o/es| and a prey of the people of the Fews, not by any- 
Kimchi, befides their bowing in their own land, | legal commiffion, or exprefs command, but by the. 
when fubdued by the Gentiles, a greater affliction } fecret power of his providence, guiding and di-. 
fhall befal them, captivity ; when they fhould be | recting him into the land of Fudea, to ravage and, 
either carried captive, or flain; or befides him that | fpoil it: and to tread them down like the mire of the, 
fhall bow down under the prifoners, they fhall fall | /rreets; which denotes the great fubjection of the’ * 
under the flain ; befides thofe that are taken, others | inhabitants of it to him; the very low.and mean* 
fhall be killed; or none fhall efcape, dut, or ex-| eftate into which they fhould be brought; the great 
cept, him that bows, and hides himfelf under the| contempt they fhould be had in; the little account 
prifoners, or in the place of the -flain, that he| that fhould be had of them; and their inability to, 
might not be thought to be alive: or the fenfe is, | help and recover themfelves. iio 958 ere 
the defolation fhall be fo general, that none fhall| y. 7. Howbeit be meaneth nat fo, neither doth his 
efcape, either they fhall be taken prifoners, or they | eart think fo, &c.] His purpofes, intentions, and, 
fhall be flain ; agreeable to which, No/dius' renders | thoughts, were not as the Lord’s ; he did not ima= 
the words, without me, every one fhall bow down| gine that he was only-the rod of his; anger, and- 
among the prifoners, or fhall fall among the flain ;\ the ftaff of his indignation, a minifter of his wrath, 
which gives the beft fenfe of them ; that being left} and the executioner of his: vengeance; he th e 
of God for their fins, they would either be bound | he was his own lord-and mafter, and. aéted by his — 
and carried captive, or elfe flain with the fword,|own power, and according to, his, own will, a 
and one or the other would be the lot of every one | was not under the direction and. reftraints; of an- 
of them: for all this his anger is net turned away, | other; his intention was not,to chaftize and correch ~ 
Lut his band is firetched out fill, the final and utter | the people of the Fews, but utterly to deftroythem,, —_ 
deftruction of the nation of the Fews, being then} and not them. only,’ but many other nations; as, — 
not yet come, when carried: captive to Babylon, | follows : dut it is in his heart-to defray, and cut off — 
there remained a greater calamity for them, to | nations, not a few; not the, nation of the Jews: 
come by the hands of the Romans. Thefe firft four jonly, but) many: others, and fo eftablith an uni- > 
verfes feem more properly to belong to the pre- |verfal monarchy; and what fluthed him with hope 
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and expectation of fuccefs, were the magnificence 
of iis princes, and the conquefts he had already 
made, 

y. 8. For he faith, are not my princes altogether 
kings? | Meaning either the kings which he had 
conquered, which were become his princes ‘and 
fubjects ; or rather, fuch were the greatnefs: and 
glory of his nobles, that they were equal in their 
riches and dominions to kings, and fo were able 
to furnifh him with men and money, for fuch an 
expedition he had in his heart to undertake,~ even 
to conquer and fubdue all the nations of the earth: 
and this he faid either to his people, boafting of 
his grandeur ; or in his heart, as Kimchi obferves, 
to encourage himfelt ; or rather more openly be- 
fore others, in order to difcourage and inject terror 
into the nations he meant to deitroy, and particu- 
larly the inhabitants ot eru/alem. 

¥. g. Is not Calno as Carchemifh? &c.) Farchi’s 
note is, ‘* as the children of Carchemifh are princes 
*¢ and rulers, fo are the children of Caluo ;’’ as 
if this was giving an inftance of the grandeur of 
his fubjeéts ; but much better is the Targum, <“* as 
** Carchemifh is fabdued before me, fhall not Calno 
“ be fo?” as I or my anceftors have conquered 
the one, it is as eafy for me to conquer the other ; 
or as fure as the one is fubjeét to me, fo fure fhall 
the other be ; for Carchemijh was a city belonging 
to the Afyrians, fituated upon the river Euphrates, 
2 Chron. xxxv. 20. Fer. xlvi. 2. called by Anmia- 
nus *, Circufium ; the Syriac verfions calls it Bar- 
Chemofe ; and Calno is the fame with Calueb in the 
land of Shinar,. a city built by Nimrod, Gen. x. to. 
Amos vi. 2. in the Septuagint verfion it is called 
Chalane, and ’tis added, ** where the tower was 
built ;” from whence the country, called by Pliny! 
Chalonitis, had its name, the chief city of which 
was Crefipbon, thought to be the fame with Ca/ned, 
Zs not Hamath as Arphad? Hamath and Arphad 
were both cities conquered by the Afyrians ; fee 
2 Kings xviii. 34. and are both mentioned along 
with Damafeus, Fer. xliv. 23. Is not Samaria as 
Damafeus ? Damafcus was the metropolis of Syria, 
and was taken by the /ffprians ; and Samaria was 
the ‘metropolis of Ephraim, or the ten tribes ; fee 
ch. vii. 8, 9. and was as eafy to be taken as Da- 
mafcus was. The Targum is, ‘* as Arpbad is de- 
* Jivered into my hands, fhall not Hamath be fo? 
“© As I have done to Damajcus, fo will I do to 
** Samaria.” 

y. 10. As my band hath found the kingdoms of the 
idols, &c.] Which worfhip idols, as the Targum 
paraphrafes it. He fpeaks of them as being very 
eafily taken by him ; he had no. trouble in fubduing 
them; no fooner did he come up to them, and 
looked on them, and faw where they were, but 
they fell into his‘ hands, they gave up themfelves 
to him at once, and he took pofieffion of them. 
And whofe graven images did excel them of Ferufalem, 
and of Samaria; being made of better metal} or 
more richly ornamented, or worfhipped in ‘a more 


pompous manner ; or were more than they of 7e- | 
rufalem and Samaria, exceeded them in number; 


or were fironger and mightier than they, as Kimchi 
fupplies it, and yet could not protect them; or 
were from Ferufalem, and from Samaria, the wicked 


; , bi fays, fapplied all the nations: 
ee an Pr | fettlements ; and fo the Targum, “* and I have re- 
.“* moved the people from! province to province ,” 


with images, they all {prung from them; and if 

the idols which came from hence, could not fecure 

the nations of the earth from falling into the hands 

- of the Affrian monarch, neither could they pre- 
kL, 23. C § p+ 360. 
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ferve Ferufalem and Samaria from being taken by 
him. ’ : 
¥. 11. Shall I not; as I bave done to Samaria; and 
her idols, &c.| Kimchi obferves, that what is faid 
in the preceding verfes, was faid before Samaria 
was taken, but this after it was taken: /o do to Fe- 
rufalem, and ber idols; he had taken Samaria, and 
carried the ten tribes captive, and now his eye was 
upon Fudab and Ferufalem ; and fuch was his info- 
lence, impiety, and blafphemy, that he reckons the 
true God, whom the Fews worfhipped, among the 
idols of the Gentiles, and upon a level with them, 
if not inferior to them, efpecially to his own idol; 
and thought himfelf fuperior to him. 

¥. 12. Wherefore it fhall come to pafs, 8¢c.] It 
fhall furely be ; what God has purpofed in his heart, 
and publifhed in his word, fhall certainly be ful- 
filled: that when the Lord bath performed bis whale 
work upon mount Zion, and on ferufalem; in cor- 
recting, chaftifing, and humbling the inhabitants 
thereof, by fuffering them to be befieged by the 
Afprian army. God fometimes makes ule of wick- 
ed men, to chaftife his people; this is his work, 
and not theirs; and when he begins, he goes on, 
and finifhes it; and when he has done, punifhes 
the inftruments he ufes ¥’ after he has fcourged his 
children, he takes the red, and breaks it to pieces. 
I will punifh the fruit of the ftout heart of the king of 
Affyria, and the glory of bis high looks ; that is, he 
would punifh him for his wicked aétions, which 
were the fruit of the:haughtinefs of his heart, and 
the pride of his eyes; or for that pride which filled 
his heart, and fhewed itfelf in his lofty looks. 
Kimchi joins this to the preceding claufe, and makes 
the fenfe to be, that God would punith the Africa 
for his pride, in mount Zion, and in Ferufalem, for 
there his army died, or near it, being {mitten by 
the angel. The Targum is, “ and it thall be, when 
*¢ the Lord hath finifhed to do all that he hath 
‘¢ faid in mount Zion, and in Ferufalem.” 

¥. 13. For he faith, by the ftrength of my hand I 
have done it, 8c.| Meaning either that by the power 
of his army, which was under his command, or by 
his own perfonal valour, he had fubdued kines} 
taken their kingdoms and chief cities, and afcribes 
nothing to the power and providence of God ; and 
if fuch arrogance and haughtinefs, in things of a 
civil nature, is an inftance of vanity, and is re- 
fented by the Lord, then much more fuch conduct 
in things of a religious nature, when men afcribé 
regeneration, converfion and falvation, to the power 
of their free-will, and’ to thé works of their hands} 
and not to the power and grace of God: and by my 
wifdom, for I am prudent ; attributing his conquefts 
partly to his power, and partly to his fkill and pru- 
dence in marfhalling his army, making ufe of ftra~ 
taseins to decoy the enemy, and get an advantage 
of him; whereas ftrenpth and power, and fo wifdom 
and prudence are from the Lord; as he gives 
fafety, vidtory, and falvation to kings, fo he teaches 
their hands to war, and their fingers to fight; which 
they ought to acknowledge, and will, unlefs vain 
and proud: and I have removed the bounds of the 
people, by fubduing kingdoms, and adding them 
to his own, fo that they were no more diftinct go- 
vernments; and by tranfplanting the inhabitants of 
them-to other places; and making new colonies and 


taking that to himfelf which belongs to God, who 
has determined the times before appointed, ane the 
unds 
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~ bounds of mens habitations : and bave robbed their 
treafures, laid up in palaces, temples, fepulchres, 
and private houies, for time to come, which are 
ufually plundered when cities and towns are taken; 
the Targum renders it, ‘‘ their laudable cities : 
and Ihave put down the inbabitants like a valiant 
man; from their greatnefs, from their feats of ho- 
nour and dignity ; or I have put down many in- 
‘habitants, as Zarchi, and reduced great numbers to 
a low and mean eftate. The Targum is, ‘‘ I have 
“* brought down with, ftrength they that dwell in 
“ fortified places ;” and fo Aben Ezra and Kimchi 
explain it, they that dwell, in a ftrong place or 
palace. 
~ ¥o14. And my hand hath found as a neft. the riches 
of the people, &c.] With that eafe as a man finds a 
neft of birds, and takes them : and as one gaihereth 
eges that are left; by the bird, who -not fitting 
upon them, there is none to protect them ; where- 
as, when they are fat upon by the bird,, fhe will 
flutter with her wings, and ftrike with her bill, 
and preferve them. as well as fhe can: have I ga- 
thered all the earth ; the kingdoms and inhabitants 
of it, there being none to refift, or that dared to do 
it, as follows: and there,was none that moved the 
wing ; as a bird will do, when its young or eggs 
are raking away from it: or opened the mouth, or 
peeped, chattered, clucked, or exprefied any orief, 
uneafinefs,, or refentment ,; the Zargum.is, ‘* that 
*¢ opened, his mouth, and) fpoke a word.” 

y. 15. Shall the.ax boaft itfelf again bin that 
heweth therewith, &c.] Hitherto are the words. of 
the Affyrian; monarch ;, and here begin the words of 
the prophet, rebuking him for his - pride, and de- 
riding his vain boafting, in attributing that-to him- 
felf, to his, wifdom and.power, who was but.an in- 
ftrument, which belonged. to God, , the fole, gover- 
nor and;wife orderer of all things; which was all 
one, as/if,an ax,fhould afcribe the cutting down of 
trees to itfelf, and -infift on it that ane man that 
‘cut with it had no fhare in the action, nor was it 
to be.afcribed to him; than which nothing is. more 
abfurd. . The fenfe is, that the king of Afpria, in 

taking cities, and conquering kingdoms, and add- 
ing them to his own, was only an inftrument in 
the hand: of God, like an ax.in the, hand.of one 
that hews.dowa HEPES and therefore..it..was vain 
and. ridiculous.to. take that to himfelfwhich ‘be- 
longed. to the Lord,)-on whom he depended as an 
infirument, ,as:to motion, operation,» and. effect ; 
from whom, he had all power:to act, all fitnefs for 
it, and efficacy in it, asthe. ax has com the perfon 
that makes and, ufes.it, or any other inftrument, as 
follows :, or foal the. Jaw. magnify itfelf againft him 
that haketh it ;, or, draws it,,to and. fro; which is 
the fenfe of, the. 7 argum, Septuagint, and. Vulgate 
Latin verfions, and others; and which further ex- 
pofes the,vanity and, arrogance.of the Ajjrian mo-'| 
narch,.who had no more,concern in the fpoiling | hand .of God; fee. P/s.cvi. 15 in =e 
of nations, and deftruétion of kingdoms, than the | Numb. xi. 33: and under-his glory, he fh 
fay. has.in cutting of timber that is hewn; which | burning, dike: the) vourning of @ jigs 
has its form, its fharp teeth, not of itfelf, but from | his army, which was great and glorio 
the maker and when thus made, and fit for ufe, | merous,-and well accoutered wi 
can’t draw itfelf to and fro, and cut. trees in pieces, 


and made a very plendid and glittering fho 
which are felled by the ax, but muft be moved by | of which the Ajjriaz monarch glo: ed ;- this a 
another; and. to. infult the mover of. it, as if it) 


rm} 
the Fews fay was deftroyed by fire, sd that th 
was not his act, but its, own, is not more abfurd baste of. om men et. oI a ee i ch ie 


than what this haughty prince was guilty of, in 
boafting of his power, wifdom, and prudence, 
the above-mentioned things: as if the rod “Poul 
Joake itfelf againft them that lift it up™ 5 riesior 
was the king of A/yric, he was no other than 

rod of the Lord’s anger, y. 5. and which he rsh eid 
up, and with it chaftifed his people 5" 

him to behave haughtily againft the Piers and ar- 
rogate that to himfelf, which was the Lord’s« 

was as if a rod fhould fhake itfelf againft him that 
lifts it ups or, as if a rod’ foould shake. thofe that 
lift it up; as if there were more power in the rod, 
‘than in them that take it up, and ftrike with its: 
yea, that even the rod moves them, and not they 
the rod, which is wretchedly abfurd :: or as if the 
ftaff. ‘Mhould. lift up itfelf, as if it was no wood"; but 
fomething more than wood, an animate creature, 


wood; or as if a fraff fhould lift up itfelf againft 
that which is. mot wood, like itfelf, but is a mans 
that can move himfelf and that too; or as if a flaff 
foould lift up that which is not wood 5 attempt to 
bear, carry, move, and direct that which is not 
material like itfelf, but is a fpirit, infinite, eternal, 
even the almighty God. -De Dieu thinks that 
ton is not.a verb, but a noun of the plurak 
number, of 3S}. @ mountain; and. renders»it, as if 
a rod fhould foake thofe that lift it up, and as ifva 
Laff were mountains, and not wood... The Largum 
‘is, ‘¢ when a rod is lifted up to fimite,<iteis not 
“* the rod that {mites, -but he that fimites with it.’ 
| The fenfe is, that. the 4fjrien monarch was only, 
a rod and ftaff in the hand of the Lord, and only 
moved and acted as ufed by him ; whereas, ac- 
cording to his. vain boaft,! he was this fole. agent, 
and all-was done by his:own power and»prudences 
and was fo far from being moved and direéted by. 
the power and providence of Ged, that he was the 
director of him; which ‘is infinisely more abfurd 
than the things jnftanced i in. .09 

y. 16; Therefore fhall ike Lord, the loed of ho cs 
&c.], Becauie of the pride, and arr 
vain boafting of the. dfhrian monarch, which, a 
refented. by the Lord, he is. threatened. with what 
follows; andin decal to humble him; and to fhew 
that God is above him, thefe titles are ufed; the 
Lord, the Lord of the whole earth, and,the King 
of Kings, and Lord of Lords; the digi of bofts, 
of armies above and.below, of more and greater 
armies than what the king of Afhria waslord of 5 
and therefore he: might. be’ affured,. that, what is 
hereafter threatened, would: be {nlile caaanelys 
fend, among bis: fat, ones, leannefss argum is. 
among, his princes,, who’ abounded in sighs 1 
honours or his; army, and the, chiefs ia i 
mighty-and ftrong;\ ,and.dy Jeannefi,i ds meant © 
{truction and death, . which ‘came, upon ih 
and the, great men .of ,it, immediately 


‘oo 

m Ben Melech obferves, chat this is to be underftood of the bleffed God; and the te 
fame way of {peaking as in Jofh. xxiv. 19. the holy Gods is be. » Guffetius: : 
an(wer to the above .quettions, /rali the ax boaft itfelf, &c? fball the faw magnify itfelf, er howd, as 
foake itfelf, &c. ju in like manner as that does, and fo by lifting up -itfelf, ceafes’ to be wood ‘te eing 


‘spoken; carries in it a ftrong negative, that the ax and faw hhould not glory, or wi dhe es, ‘and na = 
of Affyria. Vid. Comment. Ebr. p. 360, 
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a rational agent, whereas it is nothing elfe but 


Po 
by a 
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untouched ; but Yarchi interprets this glory of their 
garments, which give a man glory, and fays thefe 
were burnt ; the Yargum calls them their veflels of 
glory; perhaps meaning their glittering arms, which 
were burnt along with them. : 

¥.17. dud the light of Irael foall be for a. fire, 
&c.] That is; the Lord, who is the light of his 
people; who enlightens them by his word and fpi- 
rit, and by his grace effectually calls them out of 
darknefs into marvellous light, to the light of grace 
here, and to the light of glory hereafter; and who 
comforts and refrefhes them with his gracious pre- 
fence, and with the light of his countenance when 
in affliction and diftrefs, which is fometimes figni- 
fied by darknefs ; and the fame, Lord, who is as 
light to his people, and gives light and comfort to 
them, is as a confuming fire to others: and his 
boly one for a flame, that is, the holy one of J/rael, 
the God of J/rael, who is holy in himfelf, andthe 
fanctifier of others; the Syriac verfion reads, /is 
holy ones; {0 ‘archi obferves it as the fenfe of fome, 
that the rightcous of that generation are meant ; 
the Targum is, ** and there fhall be the Lord, the 
* light of IJ/rael, and his holy one; and his word 
“* ftrong as fire, and his word as a flame”. fee 

Fer. xxiii. 29: fo Farchi interprets it of the law 
Hezekiah ftudied : gtd it fhall burn and. devour bis 
thorns and bis briers in one day , the Targum inter- 
prets it, his rulers and governors; and fo Farchi, 
his princes and mighty men; the chief in the 4/j- 
rian army, called briers and thorns, becaufe mi- 
chievous and hurtful, and caufed grief; but rather 
the multitude of the common foldiers is defigned, 
who were all deftroyed in one night, 2 Kings xix. 

35. by an angel; who, according to dben Ezra, 
is the light and holy one of I/rael here fpoken of. 

¥. 18. And fhall confume the glory of bis forefty 

&c.] The Afjrian army is compared to a foreft, 
for the number of men in it; and for the mighty 
men in it, comparable to large and tall trees, {uch 
as oaks and cedars; and like a wood or foreft a 
numerous army looks, when ih rank and file, in 
proper order, and with banners, and>having on 
their armour, their fhields, fpears, bows and ar- 
rows; and the g/ory of it, intends either the princes 
and nobles that were in it, the principal officers, 
generals and captains ; or the riches of it, the plun- 
der of the Egyptians and Ethiopians, as Kimchi ob- 
feryes, which were all deftroyed at once : both foul 
and body, or from the foul even to the fleh°.; which 
denotes the total confumption of them, nothing of 
them remaining ; the Zargum is, “‘ the glory of 
“ the multitude of his army, and their fouls with 
«< their bodies it fhall confume ;” and fo fome un- 
derftand this of the eternal deftruction of foul and 
body in hell: the Rabdins are divided about the 
manner of the confumption of the A/yrian army ; 
fome fay their bodies and fouls were both burnt, 
which thefe words feem to favour; and others, that 


their fouls were burnt, and not their bodies, their - 


lives were taken away, and their bodies unhurt; 
which they think is fayoured by ¥. 16. where it is 
faid, under bis glory, and not bis glory? : and they 
foall be as when a flandard-bearer fainteth , who 
when he falls, the whole company or army is 
thrown into confufion, and flees; and fo the Zar- 
gum, “ andhe fhall be broken, and flee.” Some 
render it, as the duft of the worm that eats wood*; 


* “Ww WW) WIND, ab anima ufque ad camem, V. L. Montanus, Pifcator. 
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& Sanhedrin, fol. 94. 1,2. See Kimchi in loc. | 
* T. Bab. ib. fol. 95.2, Prafat. Echa Rabbati, fol. 41, 1. 
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fo. Farchi ; fignifying that they: fhould be utterly 
deftroyed, and become as finall as the duft that 
falls from a worm-eaten tree; which fimile is ufed, 
a foreft being made mention of before... « ; 

X. 19. Aud the reft of the trees of his. fore foall 
be few, &c.| Which, were. left unconfumed, that 
efcaped. this deftruction,, thofe of the A/jrian army 


that; fled with Sennacherih their king ; which, the 


Rabbins fay", were no more-than_ ten, ; as Far- 
chi and Kimchi obferve ; yea,,fome fay there were 
but ‘five left who efcaped, and name them, Senna- 
cherib and. his two fons, Nebuchadnezzar and Ne- 
buzaradan: that a child may write>thems,. count 
them, and take down their names; and it may 
be: underftood of a military mufter,. and the fenfe 
be, that the army fhould be reduced to fo. {mall a 
number by this ftroke upon them, that there would 
be no need of an able mufter-mafter to take the 
account of them, a child would be equal to fuch 
atafk. The Targum is; ‘‘ and the reft of his. war- 
‘* riors fhall fail, that the people fhall be a, {mall 
*« number, and fhall be reckoned a weak king- 
*< dom.” 
¥..20. And it fhall come to pafs.in that-day, 8c. ] 
Here begins a prophecy relating to the people of 
Tfrael, and concerns things that thould befal them 
after the deftrudtion of the Baéylonifh monarchy, 
which after Nebuchadnezzar did not lait long; there 
were but two'kings after him mentioned in fcrip- 
ture, Evil-merodach, and Beljbazzar; fo that its 
tall trees, its kings, were very few, fo few that a 
child might count them; and what is after faid, 
is for the comfort of that people, and feems to 
refer to the times of the gofpel, as, appears by fome 
words in the context cited by the apoftle Paul: 
that the remnant of Ifrael, and fuch as are efcaped of 
the boufe of Facob; who fhould return from the 
Babylonifh captivity, and be fettled in their own 
land: jhall no more again flay upon him that fmote 
them; either on the kings of Egyp/, who were ori- 
ginally their oppreffors, and in whom they. had 
been fo foolifh as to put their truft and confidence, 
they being but a broken ftaff and reed, J/. xxx. 
2, 3. and xxxi. 1. or on the king of Afjria, in 
the time of Abaz, who made him pay tribute, and 
afterwards fought againft him: dut /ball fay upon 
the Lord, the holy one of Ifrael, in truth; that is, 
upon Chrift, the Lord of all, and King of faints 5 
the Lord their righteoufnefs, and from whom they 
have their holinefs: to ftay or lean on him, is ex- 
preflive of faith in him, of reliance and dependance 
on him, and truft in him.; which is done in fin-. 
cerity and uprightnefs of foul, unfeignedly, and 
without diffimulation ; not in profeffion only, but 
in reality, and as nakedly revealed in the gofpel, 
without type and figure; for this refpects gofpel- 
times, in which the fhadows of the law are gone, 
and Chrift, as the object of faith, appears unveiled, 
being come an high-prieft of good things to come. 
The Targum is, they ‘ fhall no more lean on the 
“< people whom they ferved; but they fhall lean 
‘* upon the word. of the Lord, the holy one of 
‘© Jjrael, in truth ;”. that is, on the effential word, 
the Meffiah ; this was the cafe of a few of them, 
a remnant according to the election of grace, as 
the following words fhew. 
. y.21. The remnant shall return, 8c.) This is 
faid in allufion to Shear-jafbub, the name of vag 
on, 


P 'T’. Bab, Sabbat, fol. 113. 2." 
ut pulvis teredinis, Tigurine verfion, 
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fon, ch. vii. 3. which fignifies, the remnant fhall re- 
turn, and was impofed on him, to give affurance 
of it; ‘meaning, either that they fhould return from 
the Babylonif captivity as they did, or to God by 
repentance ; or rather the fenfe is, they fhall turn 
to the Lord, be converted to Chrift, to the faith 
and obedience of him, as fome of them were when 
he came, a few, not all, only a remnant, as it is 
explained in the next claufe: even the remnant of 
Facob, to the mighty God; the Meffiah, fo called, 
ch. ix. 6. The Targum is, ** the remnant which 
“¢ have not finned, and are turned from fin; the 
“© remnant of the houfe of ‘acod fhall return to 
“¢ worfhip before the mighty God.” 

y. 22. For though thy people Ifrael be as the fand of 
the fea, &c.| Thefe words are fpoken either by the 
Lord to the prophet, calling Jj/rael his people ; or 
by the prophet to Hezekiah, as Farchi and Kimchi 
think ; or they may be rendered thus, for tho” thy 
people, O Ifrael, be as the fand of the fea*; that is, 
innumerable, as was promifed to Abraham, Gen. 
xxii. 17. fee Hof. i. 10: yet a remnant of them fhall 
return; or be converted in itt, to the Meffiah; or 
be faved, as the apoftle interprets it, Rom. ix. 27. 
fee the note there ; a remnant is a few, as Kimchi 
explains it, out of a great number: it fignifies, 
that the majority of the Yew/h nation fhould reject 
the Meffiah, only a few of them fhould believe in 
him ; and thefe fhould certainly believe in him, 
and be faved by him; and that for the following 
reafon, becaufe, the confumption decreed fball over- 
flow with righteoufne/s ; that is, the precife and ab- 
folute decree, concerning the falvation of the rem- 
nant, God will caufe to overflow, or abundantly 
execute, in a righteous manner, confiftent with his 
divine perfections; and fo it makes for the com- 
fort of the remnant of the Lord’s people, agree- 
able to the intent of the apoftle’s citation of it, Rom. 
ix. 28. fee the note there; tho’ fome underftand it 
of God’s punitive juftice, in confuming and de- 
ftroying the greater part of the Fewi/b people, the 
ungodly among them, and faving a remnant, which 
return and repent ; and to this fenfe are the Zar- 
gum, and the Fewi/h commentators. 

¥. 23. For the Lord God of hojts fall make a con- 
Jumption, &c.] Not of the land of Fudea, as at the 
deftruction of Ferufalem, but the meaning is, that 
he that is Lord of all, who does what he pleafes 
in the armies above and below, will execute and 
accomplifh a precife and abfolute decree of his, 
concerning the falvation of the remnant of his peo- 
ple; which is his decree of ele€tion, and that ftand- 
ing fure, not upon the foot of works, but his own fo- 
vereign will; hence their falvation is fure and certain, 
and not precarious: even determined in the midft of 
all the land ; that is, the determined decree fhould 
be executed in the feveral parts of the land of Fu- 
dea, where this remnant was ; for which reafon the 
gofpel was preached in the feveral cities of Judah, 
in order to accomplifh it, both by Chrift and his 
apoftles. 

~¥. 24. Therefore thus faith the Lord God of hofts, 
&c.] Since there is fuch a decree, and this will 
certainly be executed: O my people, that dwelleft in 
Zion, the inhabitants of Yerufalem; fach of them 
efpecially as feared the Lord, and worfhipped him, 
and ferved him in the temple: Je not afraid of the 
Afprian, the king of Affyria ; neither Sennacherib, 
that threatened them with ruin, having taken the 


cities of Fudab, and laid fiege to Ferufalem; nor | Jo foall be lift it up after the manner of Egypt , ar 
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populus tuus, O Ifrael, ficyt arena maris, Pifcator. . 
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Nebuchadnezzar, who carried them captive, “fince” 
he would not be able utterly to deftrdy them, they” 
would return and dwell in the land again; for there 
was a decree concerning the falvation of a remnant, 
which would tertainly take place; and till that 
was executed, it was impoffible the ‘nation fhould ~ 
be deftroyed. He fhall fimite thee with a rod, be 
an inftrument of chaftifing and correcting, but not” 
of deftroying ; archi interprets it of {miting with - 
the rod of his mouth, by means of Rabjbekab re- 
proaching and blafpheming : and jhall lift up bis” 
Staff againft thee, after the manner of Ezypt, which 
Kimchi explains of the tribute the Affyrians exatted © 
of them, in like manner as' the Egyp/ians fet tafk~ 
mafters over them, and afflicted them with hard 
bondage, in Egypt: the fenfe is, that tho’ the 4” 
fprians fhould annoy and diftrefs them, yet fhould . 
not utterly confume them; there would be an end’ 
of their oppreffion, and a deliverance out of it ;~ 
even as when they were in Egypt, and opprefied 
there, the Lord appeared for them, * and fupported 
them, and at length faved them, and fo he would 
now: Mention is made of a rod and a ftaff, in 
allufion to what the Afyrian is faid to be in the 
hand of the Lord, y. 5. 
¥. 25. For yet a very little while, &c.) Within 
a few days; for in a very fhort time after Senna- 
cherib was come up againft ‘Yerufalem, his army was 
deftroyed by an angel: and the indignation foall 
ceafe, the indignation of the Lord againft his peo- 
ple Jrael, fhewn by bringing the Afyrian monarch 
again{t them, of which he was the ftaff or inftru- 
ment, ¥.5: and mine anger in their deftruétion; not in 


the deftruéction of the¥ews, but the Ayrians: the fenfe 


is, that the anger of God towards the people of the 
ews, for the prefent fhould be difcontinued, when 
the Affjrian army was deftroyed. The Targum is, 
“¢ for yet a very little while, and the curfes fhall’ 
** ceafe from you of the houfe of Facob; and mine 
“¢ anger fhall be upon the people that work ini- 
‘© quity, to deftroy them ;” that is, the Afj- 
rians. 
¥. 26. And the Lord of hofts fhall flir up a feourge 
for bim, &c.] The Afprian monarch ; this feourge 
ftirred up or awakened by the Lord, with which 
that monarch was, feverely fcourged, is no other 
than the angel that was fent of God to deftroy his 
army, 2 Kings xix. 35: according to the flaughter 
of Midian at the rock of Oreb; this refers to the 
deftruction of the Midianites in the time of Gideon; 
and fuggefts, that the flanghter of the Afprians 
fhould be like that, as it was ; for as that was in 
the night, and very general, and immediately from 
the hand of the Lord, and was unthought of, and 
unexpected, and fuch of their princes that fled, 
were taken and flain, particularly Ored, at the rock 
which took its name from him; for not mount 
Horeb, and the rock there fmitten by Mofes, are 
meant, which is written with different letters; fee 
the hiftory of this in ‘fudg. vii. 1g—25. fo it was 
in the night, when the Affrian army was deftroy- 
ed, and that wholly ; and not by the J/raelites, but — 
by the angel of the Lord; and at once, at an un-— 
awares ; and tho” Sennacherib fled and efcaped, he 
was flain by his own fons, in his own city, in the — 
temple of his God, 2 Kings xix. 35, 36, 37: and 
as his rod was upon the fea; ing to Mofes's 
tod, which was lifted up, by the order of the Lord, — 
over the red-fea, when the Egyptians were drowned: 
and 
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deftroy the Afyrians, in like manner as he deftroy- 
ed the Lgyptians, allat once. » 

¥.:27. And it foall come to pafs in that day, that 
his burden fhall be taken away from off thy fhoulder, 
&c.] The tax or tribute impofed upon Hezekiah 
by the king of Affria, 2 Kings xviii. 14: and bis 
yoke from off thy neck ; the fame with the burden; 
unleis it means alfo the fubjection of the cities. of 
Judah, which were taken by the Afyrian ; and in- 
deed it may be extended further, and be confidered as 
a prophecy not merely of deliverance from the pre- 
fent diftrefs, but from the future captivity in Ba- 
bylon;, and which was a type of the deliverance and 
redemption by Chrift, when the Lord’s people were 
delivered from the burden of fin, the guilt and pu- 
nifhment of it; from the yoke of the law, the 
yoke of bondage ; and from the tyranny of fatan, 
and out of the hand of every enemy; and this 
feems to be hinted at in the next claufe: and thy 
yoke fall be: deftroyed, becaufe of the anointing ; or 
be corrupted, becaufe of fatnefs"; thro’ the: multi- 
tude of riches and honours, with which the 4/- 
fprian monarchy abounded ; which fill with pride, 
introduce luxury, and fo bring ruin on a {ftate. 
Farchi and Kimchi interpret the anointing of Heze- 
kiah, the anointed king of J/rael, for whofe fake 
the Affyrian yoke was ‘deftroyed. The Rabbins fay, 
that this deliverance was wrought, on account of 
the large quantity of oil which Hezekiah confumed 
in the ichools and fynagogues, for the ftudy of the 
law, and the explanation of it; but the Targum 
much better refers it to the Meffiah, ‘‘ the people 
*¢ fhall be broken from before the Meffiah ;” who 
was anointed with the oil of gladnefs above his fel- 
lows, and for whofe fake, and by whom the yoke 
of fin, fatan, and the law, has been deftroyed. 
Vitringa interprets it of the Spirit of God, and his 
powerful operations, whofe gifts and graces are 
often compared to oil and ointment; and makes 
the words parallel to Zech. iv. 6. 

¥. 28. He is come to Ajath, &c.| In this, and 
the following verfes, is prophetically defcribed the 
expedition of Sennacherib to Ferufalem, when he ei- 
ther went from Afyria, or returned from Egypt 
thither ; and the feveral places are mentioned, thro’ 
or by which he paffed, or near to which he came, 
the tidings of which greatly diftrefled the inhabi- 
tants of them; and the firft that is named is 4azh, 
thought to be the fame with 4, which was befide 
Beth-aven, and on the eaft fide of Bethel, Fo/d. vii. 
2. and tho’ it was burnt, and made defolate by 
Fofoua, Fofo. viii. 28. yet it was afterwards re- 
built, for it was in being in Nebemiab’s time ; or 
at leaft there was a.place of this name, which was 
upon or near the {pot where this ftood, fince it is 
mentioned with Geba, Michmafh, and Bethel, Nek. 
xi, 31. according to the ancient Fewi/b writers », 
it lay three miles from Jericho. ‘Ferom * calls. it 
Agai, and fays that in his time there was fcarce any 
remains of it, only the place was fhewn. THe is 
paffed to Migron; this place, as the former, was in 
the tribe of Benjamin; mention is made of it, as 
in the uttermoft part of Gibeab, 1 Sam. xiv. 2. 
Sennacherib feems not to have ftayed either in this 
or the former place: at Michmajh he hath laid up 
bis carriages ; here was a paffage, called the paf- 
fage of Michmajh, where was the garrifon of the 
Philjbines ; and on each fide of it were two rocks, 
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one called Bozez, and the other Sexeb: one of 
which fronted Michma/h to the north, and the other 
Gibeah to the fouth, 1 Sam. xiii. 23. and xiv. 4, 
5, 31. by Fofepbusy it is called Mechmas a city ; 
and fo it is in 1 Mace. ix. 73. in Ferom’s time it 
was a very large village, who fays, it was nine 
miles from Ferujalem *: mention is made of it in 
the Mi/na*, as famous for the beft fine four ; and 
this the king of Afjria made his magazine, and 
in it laid up his provifions and warlike ftores, from 
whence he might. be fupplied upon occafion. The 
words may be rendered, he hath laid up his arms ; 
and Kimchi thinks he left the greateft part of his 
arms here, and went in hafte to Ferufalem, ima- 
gining he fhould have no occafion for them, but 
fhould eafily take it. The Targum is, “ at Mic- 
** mas he-fhall appoint the princes of his army ;” 
the generals of it: perhaps the fenfe is, that here 
he made a mufter of his army, examined the arms 
of his foldiers, appointed the proper officers, and 
gave them their inftructions. 

¥. 29. They are gone over the paffage, &c.] Or 
from the paffage*; not of Fordan, as the Targum ; 
but rather of Michmajh, 1 Sam. xiii. 23. this is to 
be underftood of the king of Afyria with his army: 
they have taken up their lodging at Geba; or Geba 
was their lodging; that is, for a night only ; not 
that they continued here for any time, as our ver- 
fion feems to fuggeft. » This was a city in the tribe 
of Benjamin, Fofb. xxi. 17. called Geba of Benja- 
min, i Kings xv. 22. Ramah is afraid; the inha- 
bitants of it, as the Targum, at the report of the 
march of the king of Afjria and his army, and 
their being near to them. Ramah was in the tribe 
of Benjamin, Fofb. xviii. 25. it is mentioned with 
Gibeah in Hof. v. 8. upon which place Ferom fays 
it was feven miles from Ferufalem ; but elfewhere ¢ 
he fays it was but fix, and was to the north againft 
Bethel. See Fudg. xix. 13. Gibeah of Saul is fled ; 
that is, the inhabitants of it fled, upon hearing, 
that the king of Afyria with his army was coming 
that way. ‘This was alfo a city of Benjamin, and 
is called Gibeah of Benjamin, 1 Sam. xiii. 2. and 
Gibeah of Saul, 1 Sam. xi. 4. as here; either be- 
caufe he was born there, as Ferom * affirms ; and 
certain it is, that he was of the tribe of Benja- 
min; or becaufe he built it, or at leaft a palace 
in it to dwell in, as Kimchi thinks ; and it is plain 
he dwelt here, for “it is called his home, 1 Sam. 
x. 26. the name of the place with Fo/epbus ° is 
Gabath-faoula, which he makes to be thirty fur- 
longs from Ferufalem, and fays it fignifies Sazl’s 
bill, and that it was fituated in a place called the 
valley of thorns. 

y¥. 30. Lift up thy voice, O. daughter of Gallim, 
&c.] In a mournful and lamentable manner, and 
yet with fuch a clear loud voice, as to be heard 
afar off: the word is fometimes ufed for making 
a joyful found, and of the neighing of horfes. 
The inhabitants of Gallim are meant by its daugh- 
ter ; of this place was Phalti, who married Michal, 
Saul’s daughter ; very probably it was in the tribe 
of Benjamin. Ferom' makes mention of Accaron, 
a village, which was called Gallim. Caufe it to be 
heard unto Laifh , if this was the place the Danites. 
took, and called it Daz, it was on the northern 
border of Judea, in the furthermoft part of the 
land; hence the phrafe, from Daz to Beerfheba s 
It 
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it was near to Ceferea or Paneas, from whence the| the Arabic verfion, the nobles, the generals, and 


river Fordan took its rife, and was a great way 
off cither of Gallim or Anathoth, for the voice of 
them to be heard. O poor Anathoth! this was a 
city in the tribe of Benjamin, Fofb. xxi. 18. it was 
the native place of the prophet Yeremiah, Fer. i. 1. 
according to Fofepbus®, it was twenty furlongs from 
Ferufalem , and according to Ferom", three miles : 
it is called poor, becaufe 1t was but a poor, mean 
village; or becaufe it would now become fo, thro’ 
the rayages of the Ayrian army. 
y¥. 31. Madmenah is removed, &c.] That is, the 
inhabitants of it, who removed from thence upon 
hearing that the Affyriaw army had invaded the land, 
and was coming up to Ferufalem. Thete was a 
place called Madmannab, which lay in the fouthern 
part of the tribe of Fudah, Fofb. xv. 31. which 
“terom' fays, was then called Memris, and was near 
the city of Gaza; but whether the fame with this, 
is not certain. The inbabitants of Gebim gather them- 
Jelves to flee; of this place we have no account any 
where. Hillerus * thinks the whole name of the 
city was Fofoebe Haggebim, which we render the 
inhabitants of Gebim , and fuppofes it had its name 
from the ditches that were in it, or about it. 
¥. 32. As yet fall be remain at Nob that day, 
&c.] The fame day he came from Gebim; and 
proceed no further as yet, but make a fhort ftay, 
and prepare himfelf and army to march to Feru/a- 
lem the next day: the Fews fay ', that he performed 
all his journeys in one day; the fame day he came 
to Ajath, he came to Nob, where he ftayed the re- 
maining part of the day. - Nob was a city of the 
priefts, 1 Sam. xxii. 1g. and fo it is called in the 
Targum here; it was fo near Ferufalem, that as 
Ferchi and Kimchi fay, it might be feen from hence; 
wherefore here he ftood, in fight of Ferufalem, a- 
gainft the wall of it, the Targum fays, and did as 
follows : he fhail foake his hand againft the mount of 
the daughter of Zion, the bill of Ferufalem;, threaten- 
ing what he would do to it, and defpifing it as un- 
able to hold out againft him ; or the fenfe is this, 
yet a day, or in a day’s time, from the laft place 
where he was, he fhall come to Nod, and there 
fhall he ftop, and go no further: or, the mountain 
of the daughter of Zion, the bill of Ferufalem, foall 
Joake its band, bidding him defiance, infulting 
over him, or rejoicing at the fall of the Afjirian 
army. Wherefore it follows, 
¥. 33. Behold the Lord, the Lord of bofts fhall lop 
the bough with terrer, &c.| Cut off the king of 4/- 
foria, and his army, in a moft terrible manner ; 
the glory of it, asin y. 18. the word fignifies that 
which is the ornament, the’beauty and glory of the 
tree. The Septuagint render it, the glorious ones; and 
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HIS chapter is a prophecy of the Meffiah, 

and gives an account of his defcent, as man; 
of his qualifications for his office, as a judge and 
king ; of his performance of it; of the peaceable- 
nefs of his kingdom ; of the fpread of it among 
the Gentiles, by the preaching of the gofpel ; and 
of the laft and general converfion of the Fews. 
His original and defcent from David the fon of 
Feffe, under the titles of a rod and branch, is 
defcribed as mean and obfcure, exprefled by ftem 
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principal officers of the army; the Targum is, 
‘© behold the Lord of the world, the Lord of 
*< hofts fhall caft forth the flain in his'camp, as 
“* grapes that are trod in a wine-prefs.” 4nd the 
high ones of ftature foall be hewn down ; the prince 
of Affyria, fo boafted of as kings, ¥. 8. compara- 
ble to tall trees, to oaks and cedars: and the 
haughty foall be humbled, who, like their monarch, 
boafted of their wifdom: and ftrength, ¥. 12, 135 

ght 


14. but now both he and they will be broug 
very low. aes 
¥. 34. And he fhaill cut dowu the thickets of the 
foreft with iron, &c.] The multitude of the com- 
mon foldiers, the whole body of the army, by | 
means of one of his angels, that excel in ftreng 
for which he is compared to ‘ron; and which is 
explained in the next»claufe: and Lebanon feail 
fall by a mighty one, the Affyrian army is compared 
to the foreft of Lebanon; for the multitude of trees 
in it, and the tallnefs of its cedars, it abounding: 
not only with common foldiers, but with great 
men; fo it is compared to a foreft, and to Carmel, 
or a fruitful field, in y. 18. and the Afyrian mo- 
narch is faid to be a cedar in Lebanon, Ezek. xxxi. 
3. which fell by the hands of one of the mighty 
angels, 2 Kings xix. 35. fome, becaufe of this laft 


‘claufe, think that this, and the preceding verfe, 


are to be underftood of the calamities that fhould 
come upon the Fews, at the time of the Badylonifh 
captivity ; for tho’ Sennacherib fhould ftop at Nod, 
and proceed no further, however fhould not be 
able to take Ferufalem, yet hereafter a fuccefdr 
of his fhould ; and according to this fenfe, by the 
bough lopped may be meant Fechoniah or Zedekiab 
king of Fudah, by the high ones of ftature, and 
the 4aughty ones, his children, the princes of the 
blood, and the nobles of the land; and by the 
thickets of the foreft, the common people, who were 
either killed or carried captive; and by Lebanon, 
the temple, Zech. xi. 1. and by the mighty one, 
Nebuchadnezzar that burnt it. And fome of the 
ancient Fews interpret this laft claufe, of the des 
ftruction of the temple by Ve/pajfien ; they obferve 
upon this paffage in one place *, there is no mighty 
one but a king, as in Yer. xxx. 21. and there is 
no Lebanon, but the houfe of the fanctuary, ac- 
cording to Deut. iii. 25. wherefore when a certain 
Few faluted Vefpafian as a king, and he replied 
that he was-no king; the Yew made anfwer, if 
thou art not a king, thou fhalt be one; for this 
houfe (meaning the temple) fhall not be deftroy. 

but by the hands of a king, as it is faid, and Le+ 
banon foall fall by a mighty one". etek x & 

7 
P. teh | are 


«ad 


a ed 


and roots, ¥. 1. his gifts and qualifications for his 
work, in general and particular, ¥. 2. the per- 
formance of it, both with refpect to _men 
and bad men, in the fear of the Lord, pete 
equity, righteoufnefs, and readinefS, ¥. 3, 4, 5: 
the peaceablenefs of his kingdom is figu ly 
exprefled, by the agreement of favage and tame — 


creatures, the former becoming es: presides 
lofing their malignant and hu nature, thr 
the efficacy of the gofpel, fpreading the know- 
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ledge of Chrift all over the world, y. 6, 7,°8, 9. 
particularly among the Gentiles, comparable to 
thofe favage creatures, who, upon the exhibition 
of Chrift in the gofpel, fhould feek to him, and 
find reft in him, y¥. 10. which will be followed or 
accompanied with a collection of the Fews out of 
all lands, and the converfion of them ; which will 
be brought about by the power and grace of God, 
all impediments being by him removed out of the 
way; the confequences of which will be, peace 
among themfelves, and obedience among the Gen- 
tiles, ¥. TY, F2, 13, ¥4, 15, 16. 


the Meffiah; fee the note on ch: iv. 2. the word 

Netzer, here ufed, is the name of the city of Na- 

zareth*; which perhaps was fo called, from the 

trees, plants and grafs, which grew here; and fo 

our Lord’s dwelling here fulfilled a prophecy, that 

he fhould be called a Nazarene, or an inhabitant 

of Netzer, Matt. ii. 23, The Yews* fpeak of one 

Ben Netzer, who they fay was a robber, took cities, 

and reigned over them, and became the head of 
robbers, and make * him to be the little horn in 

Dan, vii. 8. and wickedly and malicioufly fay * 

he was Fefus; and yet, under all this wicked- 

nefs, they tacitly own, that Fefus of Nazareth is 

the Netzer this prophecy fpeaks of; the defign of 
which is to fhow the meannefs of Chrift’s defcent as 

man, and that he fhould be as a root out of a dry 

ground, J/. hii. 2. or rather as a rod and branch 

‘out of a dry root. 

| ¥. 2. And the Spirit of the Lord fhall reft upon 

him, &c.] The rod and branch, the king Meffiah, 

fo qualifying him for his office, and the difcharge 

of it. .This fhows that Chrift’s kingdom is of a 
{piritual nature, and adminiftred in a {piritual man- 
ner, for which he was abundantly furnifhed by the 
| Spirit of the Lord refting on him; by whom is meant 

the third perfon in the Trinity, fo called, not be- 

caufe created by him, for not any created fpirit is 
meant, but becaufe he proceeded from him; he is 
the one Jehovah with him, a divine perfon, truly 
/God, yet diftinét both from the Father and the 
Son; fo that here is a clear proof of the Trinity 
of perfons. Chrift was filled with the Spirit from 
the womb, and he defcended and refted upon him 
at his baptifm ; he was anointed with him to be 
prophet, prieft and king, and received his gifts and 
graces from him without meafure, which abide with 
him, and are defigned in the following words : thé 
Spirit of wifdom and underftanding ; which appeared 
in his difputation with the do¢tors; in his anfwers to 
the enfnaring queftions of the Scribes and Pharifees ; 
in the whole of his miniftry ; and in his conduc at 
his apprehenfion, trial, condemnation and death ; as 
alfo in the wifdom, knowledge, and underftanding 
he imparted to his difciples, and does more or lefs 
to all his people : the Spirit of coun/el and might; of 
counfel, which fitted him to be the wonderful coun- 
fellor, and qualified him to give fuitable and pro- 
per advice to the fons of men; and of might or 
power, to preach the gofpel with authority; do 
miracles in the confirmation of it; bear the fins of 
his people, and the punifhment due to them ; ob- 
tain eternal redemption for them ; and engage with 
all their enemies, and conquer them: the Spirit of 
knowledge, and of the fear of the Lord; and fo as 
man had the knowledge of God the Father; of his 
mind and will, of the fcriptures, and things contain- 
ed therein ; of the Jaw and gofpel ; all the trea- 
fures of wifdom and knowledge were hid in him, 
which he communicates ‘to his faints ; and of the 
fear of the Lord, and fo had a reverence of him, 
a ftric&t regard to his will, and always did the things 
which pleafed him; fee Hed. v. 7. this verfe is alfo 
seiek to the Meffiah, both by ancient and mo- | 


¥. 1. And there foall come forth a rod out of the 
ftem of Feffe, 8c.) By which is meant, not Heze- 
kiab, as R. Mofes° the prieft, and others, fince he 
was now born, and mutt be at leaft ten or twelve 
years of age; but the Meffiah, as both the text 
and context fhow, and as is owned by many Fewi/h 
writers’, ancient and modern: and he is called a red, 
either becaufe of his unpromifing appearance, ari- 
fing out of the ftem of Jefe; from him in the line 
of David, when that family’ was like a tree cut 
down, and its ftump only left in the ground, which 
was the cafe when ‘7e/as was born of it: Feffe’s fax 
mily was at firft but a mean and .obfcure one ; it 
becamefvery illuftrious in David's time, and in 
fome following reigns; from the Badylonifh capti- 
vity, till the time of Chrift, it was very low; and 
at the birth of Chrift was low indeed, his fup- 
pofed father being a carpenter, and his real mo- 
ther Mary a poor virgin, dwelling at Nazareth ; 
and it feemed very unlikely, under thefe circum- 
ftances, that he fhould be the king Meffiah, and 
be fo great as was foretold he fhould; and have 
that power, authority, and wifdom he had; and 
do fuch mighty works as he did; and efpecially 
be the author of eternal falvation ; and bring forth 
fuch fruits, and be the caufe of fuch bleflings of 
grace as he was: or elfe becaufe of his kingly power 
and majefty, the rod or branch being put for a 
fceptre, and fo a fymbol of that; to which the 
Targum agrees, paraphrafing the words thus, ‘‘ and 
*< a king fhall come forth from the fons of Yeffe:” 
and the fenfe is, that tho’ Feffe’s or David's family 
fhould be brought fo very low, as to be as the ftem 
or ftump of a tree, without a body, branches, 
leaves and fruit; yet from thence fhould arife a 
mighty king, even the king Meffiah, who is fpoken 
* of by fo many auguft names and titles, J/ ix. 6. 
and this is obferved for the comfort of the people 
of J/rael, when diftrefled by the Affyrians, as-in 
the preceding’ chapter ; when thofe high ones, 
comparable to the loftieft cedars in Lebanon, and 
to the talleft trees in the foreft, fhould be hewn 
down, a rod fhould come out of Fefe’s ftem, 
which fhould rife higher, and fpread more than 
ever they did: and a branch fhall grow out of his 
roots, the roots of ‘Yeffe, out of his family, compared 
to the ftump of a tree ; meaning either his ance- 
ftors, as Abraham, Ifaac, Facob, fudah, Boaz, and 
Obed; or his pofterity, as David, Fofeph and Mary; 
and fo the Targum, ** and the Meffiah fhall be a- 


** nointed (or exalted) from his children’s chil- | dern ews”. 
“ dren.” The dranch is a well-known name of 
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¥. 3. And hall make him of quick underftanding in | chriftian ftates, and deftroy them, Rev. xix. 1," 


the fear of the Lord, 8&c.] Or caufe him to fmell the 
fear of the Lord” , that is, to difcern.in whom it 
was: this is one effect of the Spirit’s. refting upon 
him, and particularly as the Spirit of underftand- 
ing, and of the fear of the Lord,. whereby he has 
a quick and fharp difcerning of it ;, not merely, of 
the grace of fear, fo as.to know what.that is, and 
what the exercife of it; or fo as.to make it the 
rule of his actions, tho’ all this is true; but fo as 
to difcern where and in whom it was, and was not; 
he could diftinguifh between him that feared God, 
and him that feared him not; he knew Nathaniel 
to be an Jjraclite indeed, in whom there was no 
guile, Yoha i. 47. and the Scribes and Pharifees to 
be hypocrites, Matt. xxii. 18. As the Fews * un- 
derftand this paflage of the Meffiah, and of his 
quick fmell, as the word ufed fignifies, or of his 
difcerning of good-and bad men,. they make this 
to be a rule of judging the Meffiah by ; and ac- 
cordingly made ufe of it, with one that fet up him- 
felf for the Meffiah, and took the name of Bar- 
Cochab, the fon of a ftar, referring to Numb.’ xxiv. 
17. and tried him whether he could difcern a good 
man from a bad man ; and becaufe he could not, 
they rejected him as a. falfe Meffiah, and called 
him Bar Coziba, the fon of a lie’: compare with 
this Luke vii, 39. where it may be feen, the fame 
notion obtained among the Fews in Chrift’s time : 
and he fhall not judge after. the fight of bis eyes; or 
according to the outward appearance, the external 
guife of fanctity and religion men might. put on ; 
as the Scribes and Pharifees were outwardly righ- 
teous before men, but not to Chrift, who knew 
their hearts; they feemed to be fomewhat to others, 
but nothing to him, becaufe he judged not by ap- 
pearances to the eyes: neither reprove after the hear- 
ing of kis ears; he needed no teftimony of men, 
for he knew. what was in men; nor did he regard 
the words of men, the boaftings of a Pharifee, any 
more than his outward actions ; nor would he re- 
prove. or condemn, ‘nor will he, upon an human 
teftimony. 

¥. 4. But with righteoufnefs foall he judge the poor, 
&c.] The poor finner, that is fenfible of his fpi- 
ritual poverty, and comes and acknowledges his 
fins and tranfgreffions, and prays for pardoning 
grace and mercy, and hungers. and thirfts after 
righteoufhefs ; fuch. Chrift juftifies with his. own 
righteoufnefs, acquits,and difcharges them from all 
fin and condemnation, as alfo protects and defends 
them againft all their enemies and oppreffors : and 
reprove with equity, for the meek. of the earth; that 
is, fhall take the part of the meek,, the lowly, 
and the humble, who under a. fenfe of their fins 
and unworthinefs, apply to him for grace, righte- 
oufnefs, pardon, and eternal life; and for their 
fakes reprove wicked men that would diftrefs and 
crufh them; and in a juft and equitable manner, 
in a way of righteous retaliation render tribulation 
to them that trouble them: and be fhall [mite the 
earth with the rod.of bis mouth ; that is, either he 
fhall {mite the confciences of earthly and unregene- 
rate men, by the miniftration of his word, the rod 
of his ftrength, fo that they thall be convinced of 
fin, and humbled for it, and be brought to re- 
pentance towards God, and faith in himfelf; or 


ing the word preached, fhall become tame, © 


21: and with the breath of bis lips foall he flay the 
wicked ; either by the words of his mouth, as be~ 
fore; fee Hof. vi. 5. fo that they become dead men. 
in their own. apprehenfions, have no hope of life” 
and. falvation by their own works, fee themfelyes 


dead in law, and liable to eternal death and dam- 
‘nation ;. or this is.to be underftood of the deftruc- 


tion of the wicked at the lait day, by a fentence 
of condemnation pronounced upon them by Chrift;” 
and particularly of antichrift, the wicked and Jawlefs.’ 
one, the man of fin, and fon of perdition, whom, 
the Lord fhall confume with the fpirit of his mouth,” 
and deftroy with the brightnefs of his coming, 2” 
Theff. ii. 4, 8. in which place the apoftle feems to 
have refpect to this; nor is the Targum foreign’ 
from the fenfe given, which is,, “* he fhall {mite* 
‘“‘ the finners of the earth.with the word of his 
‘¢ mouth, and with the fpeech.of his lips he fhally 
“¢ flay the wicked Armillus.” Armillus feems to be 
a name hammered out of Romulus, and defiens the 
Romifh antichrift ;. for elfewhere the Fews. exprefsly 
fay, that Armillus is he whom the nations. call an— 
tichrift* ; by whom they fuppofe that Meffiah the 
fon of Yofeph fhall be flain, and afterwards he him- 
felf fhall be flain by Meffiah the fon of David ; or 
it is the fame with EexyoreG, a deftroyer of the 
people, a name that well agrees with antichrift ;; 
fee Rev. xi. 18. This whole verfe is applied to- 
the Meffiah, both by ancient and modern Fews *. 
¥. 5. And righteoufnefs fhall be the girdle of bis 
loins, &c.| He fhall be adorned with it, ftrengthen— 
ed by it, and ready at all times to perform it; he: 
loved righteoufnefs, and did acts of righteoufnefs. 


throughout the whole courfe of his life; and by his: 


active and paffive obedience, wrought out an eyer= 
lafting righteoufnefs for his people; he is a king 
that reigns in righteoufnefs, rghteoufnefs is the 
fceptre of his kingdom. all his adminiftrations of 
government are righteous,, juft and true are all his 
ways: and faithfulne/s the. girdle of bis reins; he 
was faithful to God, that appointed him as king 
and head of the church ; faithful as a prophet, ire 
declaring his mind and will ; and is a faithful high- 
prieft, as well as a merciful one. The Targum in- 
terprets this of righteous and faithful men, thus), 
‘¢ and the righteous fhall be round about him, and, 
‘¢ they that work (the work) of faith, thall draw 
** nigh unto him ;” but it is faid of a fingle per- 
fon, of the Meffiah only, to whom it properly be~ 
longs. — BOS 
y 6. And the wolf alfo fhall dwell with the lamb, 
&c.] This, and the three following verfes, defcribe 
the peaceablenefs of the Meffiah’s kingdom; and. 
which the Zargum introduces in this manner, ** in 
‘¢ the days of the Meffiah of J/rael, peace fhall be 
*¢ multiplied in the earth.’ The wild and tame 
creatures fhall agree together, and the former fhall. 
become the latter ; which is not to be underftood 
literally of the favage creatures, as if they fhould 
lofe their nature, and be reftored, as it is faid, to 
their paradifaical eftate, which is fuppofed to be 
the time of the reftitution of all things; but figu-. 
ratively of men, comparable to wild creatures; 
who thro’ the power of divine grace, accompany 


meek, and humble; fuch who have been as tave- 


he fhall fmite the nations of the earth, the anti- | nous wolves, have worried Chrift’s fheep, m a 


Coccelus. 
fol, 93. 2. 

4 Shirhafhirim Rabba, fol. 22.3. Midrafh Ruth, fol. 33.2. 
difputat. cum Fratre Paulo, p. 41. 
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vock of them, breathing out flaughter and threat- 
nings againft them, as did Saul, thro’ converting 
grace become as gentle and harmlefs as lambs, and 
take up their refidence in Chrift’s fold, and dwell 
with, yea, fome of them even feed, Chrift’s lambs 
and fheep, as the above-mentioned perfon: and 
the leopard foall lie down with the kid, fach who 
are like the leopard, for the fiercenefs of his na- 
ture, and the variety of his fpots; who can no 
more change their hearts and their actions, than 
that creature can change its nature and its fpots ; 
are fo. wrought upon by the power of divine grace, 
as to drop their rage againit the faints, alter their 
courfe of life, and attend on the word and ordi- 
nances, lie down befides the fhepherds tents, where 
the church feeds her kids, or young converts: and 
the calf, and the young lion, and the fatling together , 
either dwell and feed together, or lie down toge- 
ther, or walk together, fince it follows: and a 
little child foall lead them; become thro’ the grace 
of God fo tractable, that they fhall be led, guided, 
and governed by the minifters of the gofpel, Chrift’s 
babes and fucklings, to whom he reveals the great 
things of his gofpel, and out of whofe mouths he 
ordains praife. Bohlius*interprets this little child 
of Chrift himfelf, by whom they fhould be led and 
directed, fee chap. ix. 6, and the following paflages 
are referred to the-times of the Meffiah by the 
Fewifh writers > ; and Maimonides‘ in particular ob- 
ferves, that they are not to be underftood literally, 
as if the cuftom and order of things in the world 
would ceafe, or that things would be renewed as 
at the creation, but in a parabolical and enigma- 
tical. fenfe; and interprets them of the J/raelites 
dwelling fafely among the wicked of the nations of 
the world, comparable to the wild beafts of the 
field. 
¥. 7. And the cow and the bear fhall feed, &c.] 
That is, together, in one church-ftate, at one table, 
or in one pafture, upon the wholefome food of the 
ofpel, the falutary doétrines of Chrift; who, tho’ 
ae of different difpofitions, the one tame and 
gentle, ufeful and profitable, difpenfing the milk 
of the divine word, and gracious experience ; the 
other cruel and voracious, barbarous and inhuman, 
worrying the lambs and fheep of Chrift ; but now 
of the fame nature, and haying no ill-will to one 
another, and being without fear of each other : their 
young ones fhall lie down together ; thofe like thecalf and 
the young bear, fhall lie in the green paftures of 
gofpel-ordinances, and do no injury, the latter to 
the former, being of one mind, and agreeing in doc- 
trine and practice: and the lion fhall eat. firraw like 
the ox; kings fhall be nurfing fathers to the church, 
and feed on the fame gofpel-provifions ; and there 
fhall be a great agreement between them who were 
before comparable to lions for their ftrength, power, 
and cruelty, and minifters of the gofpel, who are 
compared to oxen, for their ftrength and laboriouf- 
nefs, 1 Cor. ix. 9, 10. fraw here denotes true doc- 
trine, tho’ elfewhere falfe, fee 1 Cor. iii. 12. 
_. ¥. 8. And the fucking child fhall play on the bole of 
the afp, &c.| Without fear or danger: and the 
aveaned child fhall put his hand on the cockatrice den; 
and fuffer no damage: the meaning is explained in 
the next words, and to be underftood of regenerate 
perfons, both of new born babes, or juft born, and 
all fuch who are weaned from their own righteout- 


_ * Comment. Bibl. Rab. in Thefaur. Differt. Philolog. par.1. p.752- 
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nefs, and live by faith on Chrift, who fhall not be 
hurt by the poifon of falfe teachers, nor by the 
force of violent perfecutors, now no more. 

¥.9. They foall not hurt, nor deftroy in all my 
holy mountain, &c.] In the church fo called, in 
allufion to the holy hill of Zion; in the latter day, 
after the deftruction of antichrift, there will be no 
more perfecution of the faints ; they will be no more 
injured nor harraffed by wicked men, comparable 
to the above-mentioned creatures, either for their 
cruelty or cunning; the reafon follows: for the 
earth fhall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as 
the waters cover the fea; full of the gofpel, the 
means of conveying the knowledge of Chrift, and 
of God in-Chrift, of his perfon and office, of his 
grace and righteoufnefs, of peace, pardon, life, and 
falvation by him. ‘The phrafe denotes the abun- 
dance and depth of the knowledge of divine things, 
and the large {pread of the gofpel, and the mul- 
titude of perfons that fhall be blefféd with it, and 
a profound knowledge of it ; fo that there will be 
none to moleft, difturb, and diftrefs the people of 
God, fee Had. ii. 14. this has had fome appearance 
of accomplifhment at feveral times ; as at the firft 
times of the gofpel, when the found of it, by the 
apoftles, went into all the earth, and diffufed the 
favour of the knowledge of Chrift in every place ; 
and in the times of Con/fantine, when paganifm was 
abolifhed, and the whole empire became chriftian, 
perfecution ceafed, and peace enfued, “as before de- 
{cribed ; and at the reformation, when whole na- 
tions embraced the gofpel of Chrift ; but the full 
accomplifhment of it is yet to come, when the 
angel fhall fly in the midft of heaven, having the 
everlafting gofpel to preach to all men, and the 
earth fhall be lightened with his glory ; when men 
fhall run to and fro, and knowledge be increafed, 
and all fhall know the Lord, from the leaft to the 
greateft. This paffage is applied to the times of 
the Meffiah by the ews, antient and modern ¢. 

¥.10. And in that day there foall be a root of 
Felfe, &c.] The Meffiah, fo called, either with 
refpect to his human nature, who was to {pring 
from Feffe; fo the Targum, “ and there fhall be 
“¢ at that time a fon of the fons of Feffe ;” who, 
when incarnate, was like a root under ground, 
hidden to men, as to the glory of his perfon, and 
the fulnefs of his grace, and was mean, abject, 
and contemptible in their view ; or rather with re- 
{pect to his divine nature, juft as he is called, the 
root and offspring of David, Rev. v. 5. and xxii. 16. 
the former as God, the latter as man; and fo the 
phrafe may denote his eternity, being before Ye/e, 
or any other man or creature whatever; and his 
being the creator and preferver of all, of Fefe, and 
of all others; and as mediator, he is the root from 
whom Feffe, and all the elect of God are; they 
have their being in him; they are rooted and 
grounded in him; and are bore by him as the 
branches by the root ; and they have their life and 
nourifhment, their fruitfulnefs, holinefs, and per- 
feverance therein from him. This is underftood of 
the Meffiah, by antient and modern ews *: which 
frail fiand for an enfign of the people; in the mini- 
{tration of the gofpel, for the gathering of the peo- 
ple of God to him, to enlift in his fervice, and 
fight under his banner, where they may be fure of 
victory ; an enfign fet up, a banner difplayed, is 

for 
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gofpel-difpenfation : that the Lord Jhall fet bis hand 
again the fecond time, which refers to a firft, im 
which the Lord exerted his power in the recovery 
of his people out of the hands of their enemies ; 
and that was the deliverance of them out of “4 
and which was typical of the deliverance of the: 
Lord’s: people in the times of Chrift ; and it is, 
ufual. with the ews ',. to call Mo/es the firft re~ 
‘deemer, and the Meffiah the latter ; wherefore this: 
‘fecond time refers to the times of the Meffiah, and 
not to: the time of the deliverance from the Ba, 
lonifo captivity; for that, as Aben Ezra, Farchi 
_and. Kimchi obferve, was not a perfect. redemption ; 
Lonly Fudab and Benjamin returned, not the ten 
‘tribes, and fo did not anfwer to the firft time, wher 
all J/rael came out of Egypt; and much lefs can it 
‘be underftood. of the return of thofe, in the times: 
of Hezekiah, carried captive by Tilgath Pilnefer and 
Salmanefer: or the firft. and fecond. time may be 
diftinguifhed thus; the firft time. may intend the- 
calling of a large number, both of Fews and Gen~ 
‘tiles, thro’ the preaching of the gofpel by the apo~ 
ftles ; and the fecond time, the bringing in the 
-fulnefs of the Gertiles, and the converfion of the 
Jews, in the latter day ;, or the firft time may re- 
| fpect the calling of the Gentiles, and the fecond the 
gathering in of the Yews: or both may intend Jater- 
times; the firft time, the reformation from popery ; 
the fecond time, deliverance from Babylon, or the 
antichriftian yoke, under which all nations will 
again be brought, before the deftruétion of the 
man of fin: to recover the remnant of bis people ; 
or to obtain, or to poffe/s*;. for this is not to be 
underftood of the recovery or redemption of them. 
by the price of Chrift’s blood, but of the calling 
and converfion of them, when the Lord claims 
them, poffefies and enjoys them as his own; and 
as they are but a remnant whom God has Chofen. 
for his people, and Chrift has redeemed by his. 
blood, fo they are no other that are called; tho? 
here they may be called a remnant, or what re- 
mains, with refpect to thofe who have been called. 
already : which fhall be left, from Aria, and from 
Egypt.; Egypt and other places following, being 
joined with Afyria, fhew that this cannot be -un+ 
derftood of the deliverance from the Baby/ont/ cap- 
tivity; but defigns the feveral places where Chrift: 
would have a people in gofpel-times, and who 
would be found out, and called by grace; fome of 
which already have been, as in Babylon and Egypt, 
1 Pet. v.13. Adsii. 10. and others will be here- 
after, according to the prophecies, P/- Ixviii. 31. and. 
Ixxxvii. 4. J/ xix. 18—25. and as Afjria and Egypt 
are now in the hands of the Turks, it may defign. 
the call and converfion. of many in thofe parts, 
when the Turki/h empire fhall be deftroyed ; or elfe 
the deliverance of God’s people from the tyranny 
of the Romifb antichrift, called Egypt and Babylon, 
at the time of his ruin: from Pathros; by which. 
fome underftand Parthia, as Manaffeh ben Irael’, 
and Calvin thinks it probable; many of this country 
were converted in the firft times of the gofpel ; the 
apoftle Fobn’s firft epiftle is called by the antients. 
the epiftle to the Parthians, fee Afsii, 9. and very 
likely there will be more of them in the latter day: 


for the gathering of foldiers together ;: it is afign of 
preparation for war, and an encouragement to it 5. 
and is fometimes done when victory is obtained, 
fee If, v.26.. Fer. iv..tg, 20. and 1.2. and isa di- 
reCtion where foldiers fhould ftand, when they fhould. 
march, and who they fhould follow, as well. as: it 
ferves to diftinguifh one company from another ; 
and of allthis ufe is the preaching of Chrift- and 
his gofpel: ta st fhall the Gentiles feek , that is;, to 
Chrift, fignified by the root of Jefe, and: fet up 
for an enfign of the people; being fought out by 
him in redemption and vocation, and being fenfible 
of their. need of him, and that there is fomething 
valuable in him, having had a manifeftation of 
him to them:; and therefore feek to him, not out 
of curiofity, nor with worldly views, nor in the 
laft, but in the firft place and chiefly ; not hypo- 
critically, but fincerely, and with their whole hearts ; 
not carelefsly, but diligently and conftantly ;. not 
partially, but for every thing they want ; princi- 
pally for the kingdom. of God, and his righteouf- 
nefs, for eternal glory and happinefs, and. for a- 
juttifying righteoufnefs, as the title to it: or to 
him, thall. they detake themfelves', fee Deut. xii. 5. 
as to an enfign, ftandard-bearer, captain-general, 
leader and commander of the people ; or as to a 
{trong hold, for protection from enemies; or as to 
a city of refuge, to fecure from avenging juftice 
and wrath to come; and under a fenfe of danger 
and ruin, to-one that is able to fave ; and for help 
to one that is mighty: or him: /ball they con/fult ® , 
or feek to him for advice and counfel, fee J/. viii. 
ng. who is a moft proper perfon to be confulted on 
all occafions, he being the wonderful counfellor, 
Ff, ix. 6;. This is 2.prophecy of the calling ‘of the 
Gentiles, .and which had: its accomplifhment, in 
part, in the firft times of the gofpel, and will be 
completely fulfilled in the laft. days: and bis reft 
foall be: glorious; either that which Chrift gives to 
thofe that feek unto him, and which is both a fpi- 
ritual reft here, from the burden and guilt of fin, 
and the tyrannical power of it; from the bondage, 
curfe, and condemnation of the law ; from a fenfe of 
divine wrath;: and a reft in afflictions, tho’ not from 
them ; and an eternal reft hereafter, a reff in glory », 
as the words may be rendered here; it will be a 
glorious one,. the bodies of the faints at death reft 
in the grave,. and their fouls in the arms of Jefus ; 
and after the refurreétion, body and foul will reft 
together from fin and fatan, from unbelief, doubts, 
and fears, and from all enemies; or ele this reft 
is what Chrift himfelf enjoys... Some underftand it 
of his death,. which,: tho’ ignominious in itfelf, yet 
glorious in its confequences.;\a glorious difplay of 
the condefcenfion and love of Chrift was made in 
it; and glorious things have been effected by it: 
others, of his grave, which was an honourable man’s; 
his grave was made with: the rich; tho’ perhaps 
better, of his reft in: glory ; when he had done his 
work, and fat down at the right-hand of God,. he 
was crowned with glory and honour ; or rather it 
may defign his church, which is his reft, Pf cxxxii... 
*3, 14. which is glorious, with his righteoufhefs, 
grace and prefence, and being put in order by him, 
as an army with banners ; and efpecially it will be, 
when all the glorious things. fpoken of it fhall be 
fulfilled. . 

¥.11. And it fall come to pafs in that day, &e:] 
Before fpoken of, and which includes the whole 


to be a part of Egypr laft mentioned, as appears. 
from Ezek. xxix. 14. and ‘is mentioned with fome 
cities in Egypt, Fer. xliv. 1, 15. and had its name 
ie (3 gu non fignificat guarere, fed tendere, aut fe conferre, Bootius, Animadv. aS Cy Sar’ 
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others think Arabia Petrea is intended; it feems: _ 
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very likely from Pathrufim, a fon of Mizraim; 
Gen. x. 14. Thebais is here meant, the extreme 
part of Egypt, next to Ethiopia, which is defigned 
by what follows, according to Sir Fobn Marfham™, 
and Bochart *, and Vitringa after them: and from 
Cufe ; or Ethiopia ; from whence fome have been 
called, fee 4@s-vili. 27. and others will, according 
to prophecy, P/- lxviil. 31. and Ixxxvii, 4. and in 
part of this country now live the Aby/fines, who pro- 
fefs chriftianity: or rather Arabia, fee Gal..i. 17. 
The Targum renders it, ‘“‘ from India :? and from 
Elam a province in Perfia, Dan. viii. 2. the in- 
habitants of this place are called Elamites, Aés ii. 
g. fome of thefe heard the apoftles fpeak the won- 
derful things of God in their own language, and 
were converted: and from Shinar; in Chaldea, in 
the plain of which the tower of Babel was built, 
Gen. x. ro. and xi. 2. wherefore the Zargum ren- 
ders it, “from Babylon:” and from Hamath, mean- 
ing either Antiochia, as fome, or Cilicia, as others. 
Cocceius fays it is a'country which lies. towards the 
Mediterranean fea, over againft Cyprus, above mount 
Libanus, whereabout now is Tripoli: and from the 
jflands of the fea, or of the weft; the European 
iflands, particularly England, Ireland, and Scotland, 
and others. Aben Ezra refers this prophecy to the 
times of the Meffiah, and fo does Manaffeh ben 
Tr ail. ! ’ 

v.12. And he fhail fet up an enfign for the na- 
tions, &c.|_ For the gathering of them, for the 
calling of the Gentiles, that is, the Lord would do 
it ; he who before is faid to fet his hand a fecond 
time to recover his people, whether among Fews 
or Gentiles; this he has done in the miniftration of 
the gofpel, in which Chrift is lift up, and held 
forth, as the only faviour of loft finners, the fole 
author and glorious captain of falvation, for them 
to flee to, and lay hold on ; and this he ftill does, 
and will continue to do, until all his people are 
gathered in from the feveral parts of the world: 
- and foail affemble the outcafts of Hrael fo thofe of 
his people among the ten tribes, that were fcattered 
about in various countries, when the gofpel was 
preached throughout the world by the apoitles, 
were called by it, and gathered into gofpel-churches 
among the Gentiles, of whom the firft churches of 
Chrift confifted ; and fo it will be in the latter day, 
when all Zrael hall be faved : and gather together 
the difperfed of Fudab, the Fews, f{cattered about 
_ like loft fheep, among the feveral nations of the 

world; fome of which were looked up, and found 
out, and brought into the fheep-fold, in the firft 
times of chriftianity; and others will be in the 
latter day: even from the four corners of the earth , 
which fhows that this cannot intend the return of 
the Fews from the Babylonifh captivity, which was 
only from one corner of the earth. The Zargum 
is, ‘* from the four winds of the earth ;” a phrafe 
the fame with that in Rev. vii. 1. 

y. 13. The envy alfo of Ephraim fhall depart, &c.] 
With which it envied Judah, on account of the 
kingdom of the houfe of David, and the temple 
being in that tribe; not that this is the thing in- 
tended, only alluded to; the meaning is, that what- 
ever envy or jealoufy fubfifted in the Gentile againit 
the Yew, or in the Few agnntt the Gentile, fhould be 
no more, when gathered into one gofpel-church- 
ftate ; or whatever of this kind has appeared in one 
ehriftian church, or denomination among chriftians, 
again{t another, {hall ceafe, when the gofpel in its 
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power and purity fhall more generally take place; 
and the earth fhall be filled with it: and the ad- 
verfartes of Fudah, or of God’s profeffing people, 
Joall be cut off; and be no more, as the Turks and 
Papifis: Ephraim foall not envy Judah, and Fudab 
Joall not vex Ephraim , this is repeated for the con- 
firmation of it; and the fenfe is, that all animo- 
fities, contentions, and difcords fhall ceafe among 
the people of God, and there fhall be entire peace 
and harmony among them. archi interprets this 
of the two Meffiahs, Mefiah ben Fofeph, and Mefiab 
ben Fudah, the Fews dream of. | 

¥.14. But they foall flee upon ihe fhoulders of the 
Philiftines towards the weft, &c.| That is, Ephraim 
and Fudah, who fhall not only agree among them- 
felves, but chearfully join together againft the com- 
mon enemy; they fhall flee with the fhoulder, as 
fome render the words ; with joint confent, as the 
phrafe is ufed in Hof. vi. 9. Zeph. iii. 9. and fo the 
Targum, ‘* and they fhall be joined together in one 
‘* fhoulder, to {mite the Pbiliftimes ,” the Septua- 
gint verfion is, they fhall flee in the fhips of firangers ; 
and fo Abarbinel interprets it, of the fhips of the 
Philiftines, Genoefe, and Venetians, that fhall bring 
the I/raelites from the weft to the eaft, and carry 
them in fhips by fea.. The Phiijtines were the 
{worn enemies of the J/raelites, and lay to the weft 
of the land of Jrael, and when the gofpel was 
fent into all the world, it began to be preached in 
the parts of Palefline, whereby many were con- 
verted, and embraced it, as foretold they fhould, 
Pf. Ixxxvii. 4. and flying upon their fhoulders, as 
it denotes the conqueft of them, and their fub- 
jection to the gofpel, fo the fwiftnefs of the apo- 
ftles in carrying it to them, when they had a com- 
miffion to do it, who were all of them ews, of 
one tribe or another ; and thefe may alfo defign the 
enemies of the people of God now, the antichriftian 
ftates, fome of which will fall off from popery, re- 
ceive the gofpel, hate the whore, eat her flefh, and 
burn her with fire; which will be brought about 
by the. preaching of the gofpel by its minifters, 
who will fly in the midft of heaven, and upon the 
fhoulders of the Romi/b antichrift, and proclaim 
the fall of Babylon, and call upon the Lord’s people 
to come out of it, Rev. xiv. 6, 7, 8. and xvii. 16. 
and xviii. 4: they hall {poil them of the eaft together ; 
the Syrians and Arabians, who lay eaft of Fudea; 
perhaps the Turks are meant, and the deftruction 
of the Oztoman empire, whereby way will be made 
for the kings and kingdoms of the eaft to know, 
receive, and profefs the gofpel of Chrift, Rev. xvi. 
12: they fhall lay their hand upon Edom and Moab ; 
or there fhall be a fending out of their hand, that is, 
they fhall ftretch out their hand, and lay hold on 
thefe people, and bring them into fubjection to 
them; which is to be underftood of thé fending 
out of the gofpel by the hands of the minifters of 
it, into thofe countries, where the Moadites and 
Edomites formerly dwelt; and thereby -bringing 
them into fubjeétion to Chrift and his churches : 
and the children of Ammon foall obey them; that have 
the rule in the houfe of God, fubmitting to the 
laws and ordinances of Chritft. 

y.15. And the Lord hall utterly deftroy the tongue 
of the Egyptian fea, 8c. | Which Kimchi and Abar- 
binel interpret of the Egyptian river Sichor, or the 
Nile; others of a bay of the Egyptian fea, fo called 
becaufe in the form of a tongue; the deftroying 


of it defigns the drying of it up, fo that people. 


might 
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might pafs over it diy-fhod; the allufion is, to 
the drying up of the red-fea, when the J/raelites 
came out of Egypt, and pafled thro’ it, as on'dry 
land ; and it intends the deftruction of Egypr itfelf, 
not literally, by the Romans, in the times: of Au- 
guftus Cefar, as Ferom: thinks, who: interprets: the 
firong wind in the following claufe of them; but 
figuratively, the deftruction of Rome, which is {pi- 
ritually called' Egypt, Kev. xi. 8. and the utter 
deftruction of it, by an anathema, and with a 
curfe,. from the Lord himfelf ; as the word DS SAA 
here ufed fignifies ; and which will take place upon 
the battle at Armageddon, Rev. xvi. 16, 19. which 
has its name from the word insthe text: and with 
his mighty wind foall he fhake bis. hand over the 
viver ; in allufion. to Mo/es’s ftretching out his hand 
over the red-fea;. and the Lord’s caufing it to go 
back with a ftrong eaft-wind, Exod. xiv.21. Some 
underftand this of the river Nile as before, and 
that becaufe of what follows ; but Zarchi.and Kim- 


chi interpret it of the river Euphrates, which is com-. 


monly underftood in fcripture, when the river, 
without any explication, is made mention of ; and 
fo the Targum,. ‘* and the Lord fhall dry up the 
“¢ tongue of the Egyptian fea, and shall lift up the 
“* ftroke of his ftrength upon Euphrates, by the 
** word of his prophets.;” and this defigns the de- 
ftruction of the Turks, or the Ottoman empire, 
which is fignified by the drying up of the river 
Euphrates, Rev. xvi. 12. where: ’tis thought by 
fome there is an allufion to the words. here: and 
feall {mite it in the feven ftreams.; which have made 
fome think, the river Ni/e is meant, becaufe that 
had its feven ftreams, or gates, as Fuvenal calls ° 


them, or mouths,. by which the fea iffued into it: 


which are called ? the Canopic or Heracleotic,. the 
Bolbitine or Bolbitic, the Sebennitic, the Phatnitic, 
the Mendefian, the Tanitic or Saitic, and the Pelu- 
fian or Bubaftic, from the cities Canopus and Hera- 
cleum, Bolbitine, Sebennytus, Phatnus, Mendes, Tanis 
or Sais, Pelufium and Bubaftus, built on the fhore 
of thefe entrances ; but it may be obferved, that 
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the river Euphrates was drained by feven ditches or 
rivulets by Cyrus, when Babylon was taken, by which. 
means his foldiers entered the city dry-fhod, to 
which the allufion may be here ;. and it may de- 
note the entire’ deftruction of the Turki/b empire, 
in all its branches ;' for eve, as Kimebi obferves,. 
may fignify a multitude, even the many kingdoms, 
people, and nations under that jurifdi¢tion: and 
make men go over’ dry-fhod;: or with fhoes, with. 
them on, there being no need to pluck them off, 
the river and its ftreams being dried up;. by the 
men: are meant the kings of the eaft, of which fee 
the note on Rev. xvi. 42. all thefe phrafes denote. 
the removal of. all impediments out of the way of 
God’s people in thofe parts, in coming over to the: 
chriftian religion,, and their embracing and pro- 
feffing that. _ ig 

¥. 16. And there fall be an high-way for the rem- 
nant of his people, &c.] ‘That is, thro? the river ;. 
that being dried up, and all hinderances:and obfta- 
cles: being removed, the way will be clear for mul- 
titudes to walk in without interruption, like a large 
common high-way or caufe-way ; fo the Mabome- 
tan, Pagan, and Papal kingdoms being deftroyed,. 
and with them their feveral religions, the way of. 
pruth, righteoufnefs, and holinefs will be manifeft 
to the remnant of the Lord’s.people ; who will be 
at this time in thofe parts, in which they will be 
direéted to walk, and will walk, and not err, fee 
chap. xxxv. 8: which fhall be left from Affyria ; the. 
Septuagint and Arabic verfions read, which is left 
in Egypt; and defigns the remnant, according to, 
the election of grace, that fhall be in any of the: 
antichriftian countries, either Mabametan or. Papal ;. 
rather the former feems intended,. who fhall.at this. 
time be brought to the knowledge of Chrift, and: 
to walk in his ways: /ike as it. was to Ifrael in that 
day that he came up out of the land of Egypt; that- 
is, as there was a high-way made thro’ the red- 
fea, in which Jrael pafled, as on dry land, whens. 
‘they came out of 
dernefs to Canaan’s land. 


GOH AP. OAL 


HIS chapter contains a fong of praife and 

thank{giving for redemption and falvation 
by Chrift, of which the preceding chapter is a fa- 
mous prophecy. It begins with an account of the 
church’s former uncomfortable, and now com- 
fortable ftate and condition, y. r. the foundation 
of whofe comfort, was. Chrift her falvation and 
ftrength, and fo her. fong, which engaged her truft, 
and difpelled her fears, ¥. 2: hence encouragement 
to others to apply to the fulnefs of Chrift for 
grace and frefh fupplies of. it, to be had with joy, 
y. 3. and then follow certain mutual exhortations 
to praife, exalt, and glorify Chrift,, with reafons 
enforcing them, ¥..4, 5, 6. 


-¥.1. And in that day thou fhali fay, &c.. The 
following fong of praife; juft as J/rael did, when 
they were brought thro’ the red-fea, and faved 
out of the hands of their énemies.;- to which there 
are feveral allufions and references in it ;- that. de- 
liverance being typical of falvation. by Chrift; the 
gofpel-day, or the times of the gofpel' are here: 
meant: O Lord, I will praife thee ; or confefs thee’; 


to be my Lord, redeemer and faviour, my hufband,. 


> Satyr..13, 
Montanus. 


and by means of the word and ordinances, 


P Vid. Plin, Nat, Hitt. 1.5, ¢. 10. 


head and king ; or confefs to thee 3, my fins and 
tranfgreffions, and unworthinefs to receive any fa— 
vour from thee, and gratefully acknowledge alk 
the favours beftowed upon me: ¢ho’ thou waft 

angry with me as it appeared to the church, and. 
according to her apprehenfions of things, tho’ not 
in reality, or ftrictly or properly {peaking ; for 
anger is not to be afcribed to God; but it is a 
fpeaking after the manner of men; and the Lord 
feems to be angry when he hides his face from his. 
people, when he refufes to hear their cries, when. 
he afflicts them, and continues his hand upon them,. 

and when he lets in a fenfe of wrath into their con- 

{ciences: thine anger is turned away, he granting: 

his gracious prefence; taking off his affliéting hand ;. 
manifefting his love, particularly his pardoning. 
grace and mercy ; peace and reconciliation being, 
made by the blood of Chrift, and juftice fatisfi 


Egypt, and went thro’ the wil— 


the effects of refentment and. difpleafure ceafe: and 
thou comfortedft me ; by fhedding abroad his love im — 


her heart ; by difcovering the free and full forgive- 
nefs of fin; by lifting up the light of his. counte- 
nance; by an application of precious promifes 5 
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the influence of the bleffed Spirit as a comforter ; 
who leads in this way for comfort to the perfon, 
_ blood, righteoufnefs, facrifice, and fulnefs of Chrift, 
and comforts with thefe, by applying them; and 
fhewing intereft in them. The Targum is, ** and 
** thou fhalt fay at that time, I will confefs before 
* the Lord; for that I have finned before thee, 
** thine anger is upon me; but when I am turned 
“to the law, thine anger will turn from me, and 
** thou wilt have mercy oh me 3” or rather turned 
to Chrift, and embrace his gofpel, which is the 
only way to have comfort. 

y.2. Behold, God is my falvation, &c.] Or Sa- 
viour ; that is, Chrift, who is God, the great God, 
and fo fit to be a Saviour, and is one, was ap- 
pointed by the Father, provided in covenant, pro- 
mifed in the word, fent in the fulnefs of time, and 
is become the author of falvation, which a creature 
could not be ; and this the church faw her intereft 
in, and which was the ground of her comfort be- 
fore declared, and to which fhe prefixed the word 
behold, as a note of affeveration, affirming him to 
be her Saviour; and of admiration, wondering at 
it ; and of exclufion of all others from being con- 
cerned therein ; and of attention and direction to 
others, pointing him put as the only one to look 
unto. J will trujft, and not be afraid; truft in Chritt 
for falvation, be confident of enjoying it, and look 
upon mytfelf fafe and fecure from all wrath and 
condemnation, and from every enemy; and not be 
afraid of fin, fatan, the world, death, hell, and 
wrath to come. The Zargum joins this and the 
preceding claufe together, ‘‘ behold, in the word 
“< of God my falvation I truft, and fhall not be 
«< moved :” for the Lord Fehovah is my ftrength, 
and my fong ; the author of her fpiritual ftrength ; 
the firength of her life, and of her heart, which 
maintained the one, and fupported the other; the 
ftrength of her graces, and of her duties, by which 
fhe exerciféd the one, and performed the other : 
and the fubject-matter of her /ong were his perfon, 
and the fulnefs and fitnefs of it, his righreoufnefs, and 
falvation by him; this claufe, and the following one, 
are taken out of Exod. xv. 2: be alfo is become my 
falvation ; falvation is wrought out by Chrift, and 
believers have it in him, and they know it, and 
believe it, and fo are already faved in him. __ 

¥. 3. Therefore with joy fhall ye draw water, 8c.) 
Thefe words are either an exhortation to others, as 
the Septuagint and Arabic Verfions render it, draw 
ye; and fo likewife an encouragement to them by 
her example, or a prophecy that they fhould do 
this; that is, apply to Chrift for grace, and re- 
ceive it from him: for by wafer is meant grace, 
which is compared to it, -becaufe it is foftening, 
purifying, fructifying, cooling and refrefhing, and 
extinguifhes thirft , and this is to be drawn, it is 
to be come at, tho’ the well in which it is be deep, 
and not in the reach of every one; the bucket is 
faith that it is drawn with, and this is the gift of 
God ; and it is in the exercife of this grace, which 
requires diligence, ftrength and labour, that faints 
receive from Chrift, and grace for gtace; and this 
is exercifed in the ufe of means, by prayer, read- 
ing of the fcriptures, and attendance on the word 
and ordinances, by which faith draws hard, and 
receives much, and when it does, it is attended 
with joy : falvation itfelf is received with joy, and 
fo is the Saviour; as alfo a juftifying righteoufnefs, 


and pardoning grace, and likewife every fupply of | vocated, together with faith in him, and Pe 
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grace ; which joy is of a fpiritual kind, is in a way 
of believing, what a ftranger intermeddles not with, 
and is unfpeakable and full of glory: out of the 
wells of falvation, or fountains; as all the three per- 
fons are ; Febovah the Father, as he is called the 
fountain of living water, Fer. ii. 12. fo he is the 
fountain of falvation ; it fprings from him, from 
his everlafting love, his eternal purpofes; his infi- 
nite wifdom, his fure and unalterable covenant, his 
free grace in the miffion of his Son; and he him- 
felf is the God of grace; from whence it all comes, 
and every fupply of it. The Spirit and his grace 
are called a well of kving water, Fohn iv. 14. and 
he alfo is a well of falvation; it is he that con- 
vinces men of their need of it, that brings near this 
falvation to them, and fhews them their intereft in 
it, and bears witnefs to it, and is the earneft and 
pledge of it; and he is the author of all that 
grace which makes them meet for it, and from 
whom are all the fupplies of it by the way. But 
more efpecially Chrift is meant, who is the foun- 
tain of gardens, and well of living water; Cant. iv. 
15. in whom falvation is, and in no other : ‘the 
words may be rendered, che wells or fountains of the 
Saviour ', yea, of Fefus; and which are no other 
than the fulnefs of grace in him: the phrafe de- 
notes the abundance of grace in Chrift, much of 
which is given out in converfion; an abundance 
of it is received with the free gift of righteoufnefs 
for juftification ; and a large meafure of it in the 
pardon of fins, and in all the after-fupplies, thro’ 
the wildernefs of this world, till the faints come to 
glory ; and which is vouchfafed to a great num- 
ber, to all the elect angels and elect men, to all the 
churches, and the members thereof, in all ages ; 
and this always has been; and ever will be com- 
municating to them: The Zargum iss ‘‘ and ye 
‘¢ fhall receive a new doétrine from the chofen, the 
** righteous ;” or of the righteous; which is true 
of the doétrine of the gofpel, received by the hands 
of chofen men, the apoftles of Chrift. The Jews * 
make ufe of this paflage, in confirmation of the 
ceremony of drawing of water at the feaft of Ta- 
bernacles , and fay ‘, it fignifies the drawing of the 
Holy Ghoft; that is, his grace. 

¥. 4. In that day, fhall ye fay, praife the Lord, 
&c.] On account of his being and perfections, for 
bleflings received from him, efpecially fpiritual ones; 
and particularly fuch as are before-mentioned, ful- 
nefs of grace in him, ftrength and falvation by him, 
a view of intereft in him as a Saviour, and divine 
comforts communicated from him ; which is done 
by giving him the glory of them, and thanks for 
them: This is a work very proper for gofpel- 
times ; it always was a duty, and there was ever 
reafon for it under the former difpenfation; and 
much more under the prefent one ; and there will 
be ftill more reafon for it in the latter day here re- 
ferred to, wher antichrift will be deftroyed, the 
kingdom of Chrift will be enlarged, and his church 
will be in a very glorious ftate and condition, her 
walls will be falvation, and her gates praife ; when 
the faints will be ftirring up one another to this 
fervice, and engaging in it with all readinefs and 
chearfulnefs ; fee Rev. xi. 15, 16, 17. and xv. 2, 
3. and xix. 1—7. Jf Ix. 18: call upon his name; 
which takes in the whole of religious worfhip, of 
which Chrift is the object, being the true Jehovah; 
and particularly prayer, in which his name is in- 
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of affection to his name; which is precious to be- 
lievers, and is as ointment poured out,: declare bis 
doings among the people; not merely his works of 
creation, in which he was equally concerned with 
his divine Father; rior fo much fiis miratles which 
he wrought wher on earth, in proof of his Deity 
and Meffiahfhip, and in confirmation of his doc- 
trine ; but his acts of obediente and righteoufnels, 
which were perfect; and his bearing the fins of his 
people, and the punifhment due to them; and fo 
fulfilled the whole law, and hereby accomplifhed 
the great work of redemption anid falvation, which, 
according to his orders, have been publifhed among 
the Gentiles, for their good, and his glory : make 
mention that his name is exalted; that is, he himfelf, 
who has a name given him above every name; for 
having obeyed, fuffered, and died in the roorn of 
his people, he is by his Father, according to pro- 
mife, exalted, by raifing him from the dead, re- 
ceiving him into heaven, placing him at his right 
hand, giving him all power in heaven and in earth, 
and caufing angels, authorities, principalities, and 
powers, to be fubject to him; all which is to be 
made mention of, to the honour of his name: or 
elfe the fenfe is, to fpeak of him, to make mention 
of his name, of his perfon, of his offices, of his 
grace and falvation, that he may be exalted in each 
of them by his people; for he is, and ought to 
be exalted in their hearts, and with their lips, fince 
he is above all in the excellency of his perfon, and 
is their only Saviour and Redeemer, head and huf- 
band; ahd fo he will be exalted more abundantly 


“in the latter day. See the note on ch. ii. 11. 


y¥. 5. Sing unto the Lord, &c.| Pfalms, hymns, 
and fpiritual fongs, vocally and together, as gof- 
pel-churches, to the gloty of God; or fing the 
Lord *, let him be the fubje¢t-matter of the fong, 
as in y. 2. fing how great and good he is; fing 
what he is in himfelf, and what he is to others: 
for he bath done excellent things; he hath wrought 
out an excellent falvation, which excels all others, 
being of a fpiritual nature, compleat and everlaft- 
ing: it is emphatically a great one, in which God 
is glorified in all his perfections, and which iffues 
in the eternal glory and happinefs of his people. 
He has brought in an excellent righteoufnefs, a 
righteoufnefs that excels any righteoufnefs of the 


CHAP. XI. 


HIS chapter contains a prophecy of the de- 

ftruction of Badylon, literally underftood as 
a type and exemplar of the deftruétion of the my- 
{tical Babylon, fo often fpoken of in the book of 
the Revelation: an account is given of the perfons 
that fhould be the inftruments of it, and of the 
defolation they fhould make; which would iffue in 
the utter ruin of that once famous city. The title 
of the prophecy, and the perfon that had it, and 
brought it, are expreffed, y¥.1. orders are given 
to the Medes and Perfians td prepare for war, y. 2. 
and are defcribed as the Lord’s fanétified ones, his 
mighty ones, and who rejoiced in his highnefs,_y¥. 
3. by the multitude of them, by the length of the 
way they came, and the end of their coming, by 
divine direction, and as the inftruments of God’s 
wrath, to deftroy the land of the Chaldeans, ¥. 4, 5. 
wherefore the inhabitants of it are called to howl- 
ing, beeatife that deftruction fiom the Lord was at 
hand, ¥. 6, g. the effects of which were fainting, 
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creature, men or angels; it being the ri hteouf inefs 
of God, a perfect, pure, and {potlefs ie | 
ferves for many, even all his fpiritual feed, and is 
everlafting : he has offered up an excellent facri- 
fice, a facrifice that excels all that were offered up 
under the law; in the matter, which is himfelf; in 
the ufe and efficacy of it, to atone for fin, and 
take it away ; in the continuance of that efficacy, 
and in its acceptablenefs unto God: and he has 
obtained an excellent victory over all his a his 
peoples enemies, fin, fatan, the world, and death, 
and made them fharers in his conquefts ; reference 
feems to be had to Exod. xv.1: this is knot min 
all the earth , that fuch a falvation is finifhed; fuch 
a righteoufnefs is brought in; that peace, pardon, 
and atonement are procured, and all enemies are 
conquered ; for the gofpel publifhing all this, has 
been fent into all the world, and will be more fully 
preached throughout it in the latter day. | 
y¥. 6. Cry out, and foout, &c.] By finging aloud, 
with the high praifes of God in the mouth : thon 
inhabitant of Zion; born and brought up there, 
free of Zion, that is fettled and dwells there, and 
fo happy ; fince there plenty of proyifions is had, 
health is enjoyed, and the inhabitants in the utmoft 
fafety and protection, having the greateft privileges 
and immunities ; and therefore have reafon to fing 
and fhout for joy, and efpecially for what follows : 
for great is the holy one of Ifrael in the midft of thee; 
by the holy one of Ifrael is meant Chrift, the re- 
deemer and hufband of his church; fee ch. xlviif. 
17. and liv. 5. becaufe as God, he is the God 
of Jrael, the fpiritual J/rae/, and as fuch is holy, 
even glorious in holinefs; and as man, {prung from 
Tfrael, literal J/rael, and as fuch is holy in his na- 
ture, acts, and offices ; and is the fanétifier of the. 
whole J/rael of God, from whom they receive all 
their holinefs : he-is iz the midft of his church, in 
the midft of Zion,- and the inhabitants of it, to 
whom he has promifed his prefence, and grants it, 
and which caufes fuch joy and gladnefs, as nothing 
elfe can, give; and here he is great,» and fhows 
himfelf to be fo, the great God, and our Sayijour ; 
a Saviour, and a great one; a great king over the 
holy hill of Zion; and a great high-prieft over the 
houfe of God ;. wherefore greatnefs fhould be af- 
cribed unto him, and praife be givenhim. 


fear, confternation, pain and forrow, without the 
leaft relief and comfort, ¥. 7, 8, 10. the caufes of 
which were their fin and iniquity, particularly their 
arrogance, pride, and haughtinefs, ¥. 11. which 
deftruétion is farther defcribed, by the fewnefs of 
men that fhould be left in the land, y. 42. - the 
ITULION 

of 


{trange revolution made in it, and the ec 


it fhould be in, y. E3« by the fear a flight. 
men, both of their own and otitis 
fhould be among them, y. 14. by the - of 
men and children, the plunder of their houfes, and 
the ravifhing of their wives, ¥. 15, 16. the perfons 
that fhould be employed as inft are men- 
tioned by name, and reprefented as. be bribed- 
with gold and filver ; arid as merci . 
paffionate, that fhould {pare neither young me 
children, ¥. 17, 18. and the chapter is 
with a particular account of the deftrué 
bylon ; which is aggravated, by ob! 


glory; by comparing its ruin to. 


erving 


the overthr 
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Sodont and Gomorrba ; by its being no mote to be 
inhabited by men within, nor to have Arabian fhep- 
herds pitching their tents without it ; and by being 
the habitation of wild beafts, fatyrs, dragons, and 
doleful creatures, ¥. 19, 20, 21, 22. 


¥. 1. The burden of Babylon, &c.| That is, a 
prophecy concerning Badylon, as the word is ren- 
dered, Prov. xxxi. 1. The Septuagint and Aradic 
verfions tranflate it the vifion ; it fignifies a taking 
up “a fpeech againft it, and pronouncing an heavy 
fentence on it, fuch a one as fhould fink it into 
utter deftruction ; which will be the cafe of my- 
ftical Babylon, when it fhall be as a milftone caft 
into the fea, never to be brought up again, Rev. 
xviii. 21. The Zargum is, ‘* the burden of the 
** cup of curfing to give Babylon to drink :” after 
fome prophecies concerning. the Meffiah and his 
Kingdom, and the church’s fong of praife for fal- 
vation by him; others are delivered out concerning 
the enemies of the people of God, and their de- 
ftruction, and begin with Babylon the chief of thefe 
enemies, and into whofe hands the people of Jrae/ 
would be delivered for a while; wherefore this pro- 
phecy is given forth, in order to lay a foundation 
for comfort and relief, when that fhould be their 
cafe; by which it would appear, that they fhould 
have deliverance from them, by the fame hand that 
fhould overthrow them: which Ifaiah the fon of 
Amoz did fee; by a fpirit of prophecy ; for this he 
faw not with his bodily eyes, tho’ it was as clear 
and certain to him as if he had. The Targum is, 
** which J/aiah the fon of Amoz prophefied.” 

¥. 2. Lift ye up a banner upon the high mountain, 
&e.] Or upon the mountain Nifhpbab ; fome high 
mountain in Media or Perfia, proper to fet a ftan- 
dard on, or erect a banner for the gathering mien 
together, to enlift themfelves as foldiers, and fo 
form an army to march into the land of Chaldea. 
Vitringa thinks there may be an allufion to the 
mountain Zagrius, which divides Media and Perfia 
from Affyria, mentioned by Sirabo*. Or upon a 
high meuntein, any high mountain fit for fuch a 
purpofe ; or againft the high mountain, as fome ¥ 
read it; meaning Babylon, called a mountain, Fer. 
li, 25. not becauie of its fituation, for it was in a 
plain ; but becaufe of its eminence above other ci- 
ties and ftates. The Zargum is, ‘* againft the city 
** that dwells fecurely, lift up a fign;” a token 
of war, proclaim war againft it, that lives at eafe, 
and is in peace; and fo the word is ufed in the 
Talmudic language, as Kimchi obferves , and to this 
agrees Farchi’s note, ‘to gather again{t the. moun- 
** tain that is quiet, and trufts in its tranquillity, 
<< lift up a banner to the nations,” Exalt the voice 
unto them; the Medes, mentioned:by name in ¥. 17. 
fuch as were within call, or were gathered together 
by the lifting up of the banner; fuch were to be 
urged with great vehemency to enlift themfelves, 
and engage in a war againft Babylon: hake the 
hand, becken with it to them that are afar off, 
that can’t hear the voice: shat they may go into the 
’ gates of the nobles, that dwell in the city of Baby- 
loa, where they might expect to find rich-plunder ; 
tho’ fome underftand this of the nobles or princes 
of the Medes and Perfians, as Kimchi obferves, :that 
fhould enter thro’ the gates of Babylon into the 
city; and by others it is interpreted of the foldiers 
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coming to the doors of the leaders or generals of 
the army, to give in their names, and enlift them- 
felves in their fervice ; which well agrees with what 
goes before, 

¥. 3. Ihave commanded my fanéified ones, &c.] 
The Medes and Perfians, fo called, not becaufe fanc- 
tified by the Spirit of God, or made holy perfons 
thro’ the regenerating and renewing grace of God, 
or. purified by the blood of Chrift, and prepared 
for glory; but becaufe they were fet apart in the 
mind and counfel of God for a fpecial work and 
fervice, and were qualified by him with courage 
and ftrength to perform it, and therefore faid to 
be his; and this command that was given them, 
was not by a voice from heaven, or in a meflage 
by one of his prophets; but by a fecret inftinét, 
and by the power of his providence, ftirring them 
up to engage in fuch an enterprize*. J have alfo 
called my mighty ones; meaning Cyrus and Darius, 
and the officers of their armies, with the common 
foldiers, who were furnifhed with might and ftrength 
to do his will, to which they were called in his pro- 
vidence : for mine anger; to execute his wrath upon 
the Babylonians ; fo the Targum, ‘* that they may 
avenge my wrath upon them :” or, i” mine anger ; 
which being ftirred up, put him upon calling thofe 
mighty ones to his fervice, and fitting them for it: 
literally it is, to myp-nofe*; to be before him, to be 
at his beck and will, and to minifter his wrath and 
vengeance: even them that rejoice in my highne/s 5 
in doing that which tended to the exaltation and 
glory of God; they went chearfully about the 
work, and exulted and triumphed in their fuccefs : 
or, that rejoice my highnefs®, make me glad, be- 
caufe Iam glorified by them. So feven angels, 
the Lord’s holy and mighty ones, will be employed 
in pouring out the vials of his wrath on myftical 
Babylon, Rev. xv. 1, 6, 7. and xvi. I. 

¥. 4. The noife of a multitude in the mountains, 
like as of a great people, &c.] That is, like the 
noife of a very numerous people; this noife was 
heard either on the mountains of Media, where 
they flocked in vaft numbers to the ftandard fet ; 
or on the mountains upon the borders of Chaldea, 
when the army under Cyrus was marching towards 
Babylon: a tumultuous noife of the kingdoms of na- 
tions gathered together ; for Cyrus’s army confifted 
of feveral kingdoms and nations ; for befides the 
thirty thoufand Perfians he brought with him into 
Media, where he was made general of the Medes 
alfo, and was fent with the joint forces of both na- 
tions againft Babylon; the kingdoms of Ararat, 
Minnj, and Afhchenaz, were prepared, gathered to- 
gether, and called forth againft it, Yer. li. 27, 28: 
the Lord of hofts muftereth the hoft of the battel, or 
the warlike army: it was the Lord, that has the 
armies of heaven and earth at his command, who 
in his providence caufed fuch a numerous army to 
be formed, direéted them where to march, and 
put them in: battel-array, and gave them the vic~ 
tory. 
nis 5. They come froma far country, from the end 
of heaven, 8c.) The eaft, as Kimchi obferves ; the 
Targum is, from the ends of the earth ; the fur- 
thermoft parts of it, as Perfia and Media were: 
the former is bounded’ on the fouth-fide by the 
main ocean; and the’ latter, part of it, by the 
Ca/pian fea, and between Babylon and thefe king- 
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doms lay the large kingdom, of Afpria ; fo that 
this army might be truly faid to come from a far 

- country: even'the Lord, and the weapons of his in- 
dignation; the Medes and Perfians, who were the 

_ inftruments of his-wrath and vengeance again{t Ba- 
dylon; jult as Affyria is called the rod of his anger, 
ch. x. 5. with thefe he is faid to come, becaufe 
this army was of his gathering, muftering, ordering 
and directing, in his providence; the end and defign 
of which was, to deftroy the whole land; not thewhole 
world, as the Septuagint render it, but the whole land 
of Chaldea, of which Babylon was the metropolis. 
The Targum is, ** to deftroy all the wicked of the 
soaéarth:” 

‘y¥. 6. Howl ye, for the day of the Lord is at hand, 
&cc.] Thefe words are an addrefs to the Badylo- 
nians, who inftead of rejoicing and feafting, as 
Belfhazzar and his nobles were the night that Ba- 
4ylon was taken, had reafon to howl and lament; 
feeing the day that the Lord had fixed for their 
deftruction was very near, and he was juft about 
to: come forth as a judge to take vengeance on 
them ; for tho’ it was about two hundred and fifty 
years from the time of this prophecy to the taking 
of Babylon, yet it is reprefented as at hand, to 
fhew the certainty of it, both for the comfort of 
the: ‘Yewi/h captives, when they fhould be in it, 
and for the awakening of the fluggifh inhabitants, 
who were fecure, and thought themfelves out of 
danger: zt fhall come as a deftruttion from the Al- 
mighty ; fuddenly, fwiftly, and irrefiftibly: there 
is a beautiful paronomafia in the Hebrew text, ce- 
food mifbaddai* ; as deftruction from the deftroyer ; 
from God, who is able to fave, and to deftroy; he 
is almighty and all-fufficient, fo fome render the 
word; the hand of God was vifible in it. 

¥. 7. Therefore foall all hands be faint, &c.] Or 
hang down ; that is, the hands of all the Badbylo- 
nians, the city being taken fuddenly and at once, 
fo that they fhould not be able to lift them up to 
lay hold on a: weapon, and defend themfelves : and 
every man’s heart fball melt; like wax before the 
fire; be difpirited, and lofe all their valour and 
courage, have neither power nor heart to refift. their 
enemies, and attempt to fave themfelves. 

¥. 8. And they foall be afraid, &c.]|. Troubled, 
difmayed, affrighted, at the fudden taking of the 
city, and at the fight of Gyrus’s troops marching 
up into the very heart of it, and to the king’s pa- 
lace: pangs and forrow fball take hold of thems; as 
convulfions, pains in the bowels, &c. more. fully 
explained in the next claufe : they hall be in pain, 
as a woman that travaileth; that is in labour, and 
ready to bring forth her child, whofe pains are very 
fharp, and agonies great ; the fame is faid of the 
king of Babylon; Fer.\. 43:. they fhall be amazed 
one at another that fo great a city fhould be fo 
furprized, and» fo fuddenly taken ; and that they 
fhall not be able to help one another ; and that 
fuch as. were fo famous for: courage and valour, 
fhould be at once fo difpirited : ¢heir faces thall. be 

—as flames; not red with blufhing, thro’ fhame, as 
Kimchi, but pale with fear, as the colour of flame, 
or as the faces of {miths, that work at a forge : 
the words may be rendered, their faces are as the 
faces of Lehabim* ; the name of a people mention- 
ed in Gen. x, 13. the fame with the Lydians, which 
were of a blackith or tawny colour; fo Farchi in- 
terprets it, and fays they were a people of a yellow 


complexion ; and 4Jen Ezra obferves, that fome |] comfortable, day and “night, 
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interpret it of a nation like the Ethicpians ; and fo 
it denotes, that the Babylonians, their faces fhould 
be black with diftrefs and anguifh, fee Foelti. 6. 

y¥.9. Behold the day of the Lord. come sae 
Or is come*; faid in ¥. 6. to be at hand, but no 
it is reprefented in prophecy as already come: cruel 
both with wrath and fierce anger; which whether 
referred to the Lord, or to the day, the fenfe is the 
fame ; the day may be faid to be cruel, and full 
of wrath and fury, becaufe of the feverity and 
fiercenefs of the Lord’s anger, exercifed upon t 
Babylonians in it ; and he may be faid to be fo, not 
that he really is cruel, or exceeds the bounds of ju- 
ftice, but becaufe he feemed.to be fo to the objetts of 
his difpleafure; as a judge may be thought ‘to be 
cruel and fevere by the malefactor, when he only 
pronounces and executes a righteous judgment on 
him; a heap of words are here made ule of, to 
expre{s the greatnefs and fiercenefs of divine wrath : 
to lay the land defolate, the land of the Chaldeans : 
and be foall defirey the finners thereof out of it, this 
fhows that what is before faid, moft properly be- 
longs to the Lord, to whom the deftruction of 
Babylon, and the country belonging to it, muft be 
afcribed ; and indeed it was fuch, as could not be 
brought about by human force; the moving caufe 
of which, was the fin of the inhabitants, fome of 
whom were notorious finners, for whofe fakes it 
was deftroyed by the Lord, and they in the midft 
of it, or out of it; fee Pf civ. 35. 

y.10. For the ftars of heaven, &c.) This and 
what follows are to be underftood, not literally, but 
figuratively, as expreffive of the difmalnefs and 
gloominefs of the difpenfation, of the horror and 
terror of it, in which there was no light, no com- 
fort, no relief, nor any hope of any ; the heavens 
and all the ccleftial bodies frowning upon them, 
declaring the difpleafure of him that dwells there : 
and the conftellations thereof fhall not give their light ; 
which are affemblages of ftars, or certain configu- 
rations of the heavenly bodies, devifed by the an- 
tients ; to’which feveral names are given for the 
help of the imagination and memory ; the number 
of them are forty-eight, twelve in the Zodiac, 
twenty-one on the northern fide of it, and fifteen 
on the fouthern. R&. Yonah, mentioned both by 
Aben Ezra and Kimchi, fays, that Cefl, the word 
here ufed, is a large ftar, called in the Aradic lan- 
guage Suel, and the ftars that are joined unto it 
are called by its name Ce/lim;, fo that according to 
this, only one conftellation is meant; and Aden 


Ezra obferves, that there are fome that fay that 


Cefil is a ftar near to the fouth pole, on which, if 
camels look, they die; but, fays he, in my opi- 
nion it is the fcorpion’s heart. ‘Ferom’s Hebrew ma- 
fter interpreted it to him Arfurus; and it 

Fob ix. g. and xxxvili. 31. Amos v. 8._ 
Orion, and by the Septuagint here; w 
of the conftellations, and one of the’b 
and the word being here in the plural n 
fenfe may be, were there ever fo many Orion, 
the heavens, they fhould none of them give lig 
The Zargum and Farchi interpret it of the 
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nor {tars appearing, fee 4s xxvii. 20. by the fun; 
moon, and ftars, may be meant king, queen, and 
nobles, whofe deftruétion is here prophefied of; it 
being ufual in prophetic language, as well as in 
‘other writers ‘, to exprefs great perfonages hereby. 


* ¥. 11. And I will punifh the world for their evil, 


&c.] Not the whole world, but the kingdom of 
Babylon, fo called, becaute of its large extent, and 
the number of its inhabitants, juft as the Roman 
empire is called the whole world, Luke ii. 1. evil 
may be meant, either of the evil of fin, which 
was the caufe of punifhment, or elfe of the evil 
of punifhment itfelf,; and the fenfe be this, I will 
vifit, or in a way of vifitation, I will bring evil, 
or evils, upon the world; fo the Zargum, and the 


wicked for their iniquity, or on thé wicked their ini- 


guity ; thats, I will vifit on them, or inflict upon 
them, the punifhment of their iniquity ; meaning 
‘the notorious and abandoned finners among them, 
fee 9.9: and I will caufe the arrogancy of the proud 
to cease, and I will lay low the bhaughtinefs of the 
terrible; fuch as Nebuchadnezzar and Belfhazzar, 
famous for their pride, arrogance, and haughtinefs, 
tyranny and oppreffion, whereby they became ter- 
rible to others. 

¥.12. Iwill make a man more precious than fine 
gold, &c.| Which may denote either the fcarcity 
ef men in Babylon, thro’ the flaughter made of 
them ; fo things that are fearce and rare, are faid 
to be precious, 1 Sam. iii. 1. or the refolution of 
the Medes to fpare none, tho’ ever fo much gold 
were offered to them, they being not to be bribed 
therewith, ¥.17. or that {uch fhould be the fear 
of men, that they would not be prevailed upon to 
take up arms to defend themfelves, or their king ; 


‘whatever quantity of gold, even the beft was pro- 


pofed unto them, a man was not to be got for 
money: even a man than the golden wedge of Ophir , 
which defigns the fame thing in different words. 
The Targum gives another fenfe of the whole, pa- 
raphrafing it thus, ‘* I will love them that fear 
«* me more than gold, of which men glory; and 
*« thofe that keep the law, more than the fine gold 
<< of Ophir ;” underftanding it of the J/raelites, 
that were in Babylow when it was taken, and who 
were precious and in high efteem with the Medes 
and Perfians, more than gold, and whofe lives they 
fpared. archi interprets it particularly of Damiel, 
and of the honour that was done him by Bel/hazzar, 
upon his reading and interpreting the writing on 
the wall, Dan. v.29. This is interpreted by’ the 
Fews alfo of the king Meffiah ,; for in an antient 
writing * of theirs, where having mentioned: this 
paflage, it is added, this is the Meffiah, that fhall 
afcend and. be more precious than all the children 
of the world, and all the children of the world 
fhall worfhip and bow before him. Some take 
Phaz, the word for fine gold, to be the name: of 
a place from whence it came, and therefore was fo 
called ; and that the kingdom of Pez in Africa, 
has its name from hence; ard Opbir is taken to be 
Peru in America ; tho’ others place it in India, and 
‘thé Arabic verfion renders it, a man fhall be more 


_ precious than a little fone thatis brought from India ; 


and the Septuagint verfion is, than a ftone in, or of 


_ Saphire. ae 
F213. Therefore will I foake the heavens, &c.] 
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_ dreadful thunders and lightenings ; as well as what 


1¢ think this was literally fulfilled at the taking 
""Robylon, when the heavens were fhook with 
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is fad above of the fuh, moon, and ftars; net 
giving their light ;' and fo is likewife what follows, 
and the earth fhall remove out of ber place, and that 
there was a violent fhock by an earthquake at the 
fame time ; but rather all this is to be underftood 
figuratively, as expreffive of the great confufion 
men would then be in, it being as if all nature 
was convulfed, and heavett and earth were coming 
together, or rather diflolving : in the wrath of the 
Lord of hofts, and in the day of his fierce anger ; 
when that fhould be; or thro’ it, or becaufé of it, 
as the Septuagint, fee ¥. 6, 9. compare with this 
Rev. xvi. 18, 19, 20. which expreffes the ‘deftruc- 
tion of myftical Babylon, in much fuch language, 
¥.14. And it fhall be as the chafed roe, &c.] 
That is, Babylon, and the inhabitants thereof fhall 
be like a roe when hunted by the dogs; which is a 
very fearful creature, and at the fight and noife of 
the dogs flies here and there for fafety; juft fo 
fhould be the moft courageous of the Babylonians, 
when their city fhould be taken: The Syriac ver- 
fion renders it, they /hall be; and the Septuagint 
and Arabic verfions, they that are left shall be as 
the fleeing roe, fach who fall not by the fword. 
Kimchi interprets it of people of other nations that 
fhould be in Babylon when taken, which agrees 
with the latter part of the verfe: and as a sheep 
that no man taketh up; the Septuagint and Arabic 
verfions read, as a ftraying Jheep, that flees from the 
wolf; and there being none to fetch it back, and 
bring it to the flock, it wanders about and perithes : 
they foall every man turn to his own people, and flee 


-every one into his own land; this is to be under- 


{tood of fuch foreigners, who were called in by 
the king of Babylon to his affiftance, and the de- 
fence of the city; who perceiving it to be taken, 
or in danger, fled to their own countries, from 
whence they came, and fo left the city naked and 

defencelefs, fee Fer. 1. 16. and li. 9. 
y¥. 15. Every one that is found foal be thruft 
thorough, &c.} With a fword, fpear, or lance, and 
be flain; that is, every one that is found in the 
city of Babylon, and fo the Targum adds, ‘* and 
‘* every one that is found in it fhall be flain ;” fo 
Kimchi, in the midft of it, or without; in the 
{treet, as Yarchi. ‘The orders of Cyrus were, that 
thofe that were found without (in the ftreets) fhould 
be flain; and to proclaim in the Syriac language, 
that thofe that were within doors fhould continue 
there, but if they were found without, they fhould 
be put to death ; which orders were executed, and 
well agrees with this prophecy: and every one that 
is joined unto'them, fall fall by the fword; or added 
unto them; any of other nations that joined them 
as auxiliaries, fee Rev. xviii. 42 or that is gathered ; 
fo the Septuagint, they that are gathered, that are 
gathered together in a body to refift the enemy, 
and defend themfelves. Some render the word, 
every one that is confumed, with age; neither old nor 
young, as follows, fhould be fpared. ‘The Targum 
is, “¢ every one that enters into the fortified cities,” 

flees there for fafety and protection. 
¥:16. Their children alfo fhall be dafbed to. pieces 
before their eyes, &c.] Upon the ground, or againft 
the wall, as was foretold fhould be, Pf. cxxxvii. 
8,9. and in way of retaliation for what they did 
to the Yews, 2 Chron. xxxvi. 17. and this was to 
‘be done defore' their eyes, in the fight of the inha- 
bitants, which muft make it the more diftreffing 
and afflicting ; and, as Kimchi obferves, this phrafe 
in cis 
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is to be applied to the following claufes: their 
houfes frail be fpoiled , plundered of the fubftance, 
wealth and riches in them, by the Pesan foldiers : 
and their wives ravifbed , by the fame, and both 

. before their eyes, and after that flain, in like man- 
ner as they had ravifhed the women in Zion, Lam. 
ve IE. 

y.17. Behold, I will fir up the Medes againft 
them, &c.| Vhe Babylonians; this explains who are 
meant by the fanctified and mighty ones, y¥. 3. the 
Medes were 2 people that defcended from Medai, 
one of the fons of faphet,, Gen.x.2. as Fofephus 
obferves ‘, under thefe the Pex/fans are included, 
tho’ they are only mentioned, becaufe Cyrus was 
fent by Cyaxares king of Media on this expedition 
againt{t Babylon, and was. made by him general of 
the Medes, and aéted as fuch under him; and 
when Balylow was taken,, and Belhazzar flain, Da- 
vius the Medien took the kingdom, Daz. v. 31. 
now thefe are mentioned by name fome hundreds 
of years before the thing came to pais, as Cyrus 
their general in chap. xlv. 1. which is a ftrong 
proof of the truth of prophecy, and of divine re- 
velation; and whatever might be the moving caufes 
of this expedition, the affair was: of God; it was 
he that put it into the hearts of the Medes, and 
ftirred up their fpirits to make war againft Babylon , 
and tho’ God is not the author of fin, yet he not 
only fuffered the things to be done before and after 
mentioned, but in his providence erdered them as 
jué punifhments on a finful people: which fhall not 
vegard filver, and as for gold, they foall not delight 
in it ; not but they had a regard for gold and filver, 
as appears by their {poiling of the houfes of the 
Babylonians, y. 16. but that they had not fo great 
a regard for thefe things,. as to fpare the lives of 
any for the fake of them,;. they were fo intent upon 
taking away their lives, that they difregarded their 
fubftance ; their firft work was to flay, and: then 
to fpoil ; they firft deftroyed,, and then plundered ; 
no man with his gold and filver could obtain a 
ranfom of his life from them. Cyras* in his fpeech 
to his army faid, ‘* O ye Medes, and all prefent, 
<¢ T truly know that not for want of money, are 
*“ ye come out with me, &c.” 

¥.. 18. Their bows alfo fhall dafh their young men 
to pieces, &c.] That is, the bows of the Medes 
fhould dafh in pieces the young men of the Bady- 
lonians. . The meaning is, either that they fhould 
put them into their bows, inftead of arrows, and 
fhoot them upon the ground, or againft a wall, and. 
fo dafh them to pieces; or that they fhould firft. 
fhoot them thro’ with their arrows, and then dafh 
them with their bows; according to Xenophon ', 
Cyrus came to Babylon with a great numbers. of ar-|. 
chers and flingers : and they fhall have no pity on the 
fruit of the womb; even of thofe that were in the 
womb, but fhould rip up women with child, and 
eut them in pieces: zbeir eyes fhall not fpare children; 
in the arms of their parents, or manning to them, 
fhricking and crying, and in the utmoft fright ; 
and yet their tender and innocent age would meet 
with. no mercy. The Medes were notorious. for 
their cruelty", and which iffued at laft in the ruin 
of their empire. | 

¥. 19. And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, Sc.) 
The firft and moft antient kingdom, Gen. x. 10. 
and. now, at the time of its: fall, the largeft and 
moft extenfive ; wherefore of the image Nebuchad-. 


-nexzer Saw in his dream, which was a reprefentatiom 
of feveral kingdoms, this was the head, the head 
of gold, Dan. ii. 31. fo Babylon is called the lady 
of kingdoms, If. x\vii. 5. the word here ufed for 
glory, is the fame with that which is rendered a roe, 
¥. 14. Babylon was once as a pleafant roe, but now 
a chafed one: the beauty of the Chaldees excellency > 
‘the glory of that nation; what they gloried in, 
being fo famous for pompous. buildings, number 
of inhabitants, riches and wealth, fee Daa. iv. 30. 
Pliny calls * it the head of the Chaldean wea: 


and fays it obtained great fame in the whole world : 
foall be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrab; 
which, tho’ not at once, and by fire from heaven, 
as that was, yet was of God, and when completed, 
-was like that itrecoverable,; which was begun by 
‘Cyrus and Darius, and in after-times finifhed; and 
befides there was a circumftance which made it 
‘fimilar to that ; for as the men of Sodom were eat- 
ing and drinking, when their deftruétion came 
‘upon them, fo Beljbazzar and his nobles were 
feafting and revelling when the city was taken. 
The Fews ° fay that after Bel/hazzar was flain, Da- 
rius reigned one year, and in his fecond year the 
city was overthrown, as God overthrew Sodom and 
Gomorrha by fire from heaven; but without any 
foundation.; for certain it is, that Babylon was in 
being many years after this, and continued to the 
times of Alexander the Great. 

¥. 20. It foall never be inhabited, 8ec.| As it has 
not been fince its utter deftruction. Paufanias ®,, 
.who lived in the times of Adrian fays, Babylon the 
greateft city that ever the fun faw, that. then there 
was nothing left of it but a wall: what is now 
called Babtion is a new city, and built in another 
‘place : neither fhall.it be dwelt in from generation to 
generation ; which is the fame thing repeated in. 
other and ftronger terms, for the confirmation of 
it: neither fhall the Arabian, pitch tent there ; that 
fort of the Arabians called Scenite, becaufe they 
dwelt in tents, and removed from place to placé 
with their flocks, for the fake of pafture ; but here 
there fhould be none for them, and therefore would. 
not pitch their tents at it : neither shall the fhepherds 
make their folds there ; as they had ufed to do in the 
paftures adjoining to it, which were formerly ex- 
ceeding good,. but now would be barren and un- 
‘fruitful ; and as there would be no fhepherds in. 
‘the city, fo neither would any neighbouring ones. 
‘come hither, or any from diftant parts; partly be- 
caufe of the unfruitfulnefs of the place, and partly 
thro’ fear of wild beafts, which had their habitation. 
‘there, as follows. Pliny * fays it was reduced to a 
mere defert. eed 
- 21, But wild beafis of the defert foail lie theres. 
&c.] What fort of creatures are meant is not cer 
tain. The Targum renders it, by a word whi 
fignifies monftrous, aftonifhing creatures ; 
‘interpreter of it calls them apes. ‘Farchi 
chi fay, fach are intended as are called M 
Sables, a creature of the weafel-kind. The 
‘word does not much differ from the # 
‘ufed for wild-cats: and their houfes fhall 
:doleful creatures; whofe voices are very n 
‘and unpleafant. ben Ezra fays f C: 
_are meant, that thofe that fee them are am 
‘them. ‘archi declares they are a kind o: 
-he was ignorant of ; and Kimebé thinks th 
‘fame with furon, or ferrets; and the L 
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preter of the Targum renders the word that ufes by 
weafels: and owls fall dwell there; or the daughters 
of the owl, or of the oftriches, as the Targum and 
_Syriac verfion ; with which agrees the Vulgate 
Latin, rendering the word ofriches, as it is in Lam. 
iv. 3; the Septuagint verfion tranflates it, firens or 
mermaias: and fatyrs foall dance there, a fort of 
monttrous creatures with the ancients, - painted half 
men and half goats ; the upper part of them like 
men, except the horns on their heads, and the 
lower parts like goats, and all over hairy ; and the 
word here ufed fignifies hairy ; and, is, ufed, for 
goats, and fometimes for devils, either becaufe they 
have appeared in this form, as Kimchi fays, to them 
that believe them; or becaufe they, by their ap- 
pearance, inject fuch horror in men, as caufe their 
hair to ftand upright; hence the Targum, Farchi, 
and Kimchi, interpret it of devils here ; and fo the 
Septuagint verfion, and thofe that follow it, the 
Syriac and Arabic, render it, and demons fhall dance 
there; with this agrees the account of ‘myftical 
Babylon, Rev. xviii. 2. 

¥.22. And the wild beafts of the iflands foall. cry 
in their defolate boufes, &c.| The Targum and 
Syriac verfion, in their palaces, and fo the Vulgate 
Latin, or with their widows, fach as have loft their 
mates : what creatufes are here meant is very un- 
certain ; we in general call them the wild beafts of 
the iflands, becaufe the word is fometimes. ufed 
for iflands ; the Targum renders it, cats, wild ones; 
the Syriac verfion, firens; and the Arabic, the hyena; 
the Septuagint verfion, onocentaurs ; and the Vulgate 
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WAHIIS chapter contains prophecies of the re- 
ftoration of the ews, of the fall of the king 

of Babylon, and the deitruction of the Afprian em- 
pire, and of the ruin of Paleftine. ‘The moving 
caufe of the reftoration of the Fews, and their fettle- 
ment in their own land, is the diftinguifhing mercy 
of God towards them; the concomitant of it, pro- 
felytes joined unto them; the means, people of 
other nations who fhould bring them into it, and 
whom they fhould pofféfs and rule over, and the 
confequence of it, reft from forrow, fear, and hard 
bondage, ¥. 1, 2, 3. upon. which they are, intro- 
duced as taking up a proverb, or a triumphant 
fong, concerning the king of Babylon, wondering 
at his fall, and afcribing it to the Lord, y. 4, 5. 
reprefenting the inhabitants of the earth, and great 
men of it, as at peace, and reft, and rejoicing, 
who before were continually difturbed, and {mitten 
by him, ¥. 6, 7, 8. introducing the dead, and thofe 
in hell, meeting him, and welcoming him into their 
regions, with taunts and jeers; upbraiding him with 
his weaknefs, fhame and difgrace he was corne into; 
putting him in mind of his former pomp and fplen- 
dor, pride, arrogance and haughtinefs, y. 9, 10, 
II, 12, 13,14, 15. fpectators are brought in, as 
amazed at the low, mean, and defpicable condition 
he was brought into, confidering what he had done 
in the world, in kingdoms and cities, but. was now 
denicd a burial, when other kings lay in their pom- 
pous fepulchres, y.16, 17, 18, 19, 20. and then it 
is forevold tha: «>t whole royal family fhould be 
cut off, 201 Babylon, the metropolis of his king- 
Wom, fhould b= utterly deftroyed, y. 21, 22, 23. 
Wl which was iettled and fixed by the purpofe of 


LS Ly + ¥ Itinerarium, p. 76. 


» .Von: T: ‘Ne, 3. 


ss FE 77 
Latin verfion, owls, which live in defolate houf-:s, 
and cry or anfwer to one another, which is the 
fenfe of the phrafe here: and dragons in their plra- 
Jani palaces, where they delight to be, tho’ other+ 
wife very difmal. The Septuagint and Arabic ver- 
fions render it, bedge-hogs; the Syriac verfion, wild 
dogs ; and: the Vulgate Latin verfions firens ; the 
word is commonly ufed for whales, and fometimes 
for ferpents, which feems to be the fenfe here ; and 
to this agrees the account that R. Benjainin Tude- 
lenfis* gives of Babylon, who when he. was there, 
about five or fix hundred years ago, faw the: palace 
of Nebuchadnezzar in ruins, but men were afraid 
to enter into it, becaufe of ferpents and fcorpions, 
which were within it. Rawolf, a German traveller, 
about the year 1574, reports of the tower of Ba- 
bylon, that it was fo ruinous, fo low; and fo full 
of venomous creatures, which lodge in holes made 
by them in the rubbifh, that no one durft' approach 
nearer to it, than within half a league, excepting 
during two months,in:the winter, when thefe ani- 
mals neyer ftir out of their holes *: and her time is 
near to come; that is, the-time of the deftruction 
of Babylon, as the Targumexprefies it; which tho” 
two hundred years or more from the, time of this 
prophecy, yet but a fhort time with God; and 
when this was made ‘known, to’ the ‘fews in:capti- 
vity, for whofe comfort it is written, it was not 
afar off : and ber days jhall not be ~prolonged; the 
days of her profperity and happinefs, but fhould 
be fhortened. ) . 
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God, which could not, be made void, y¥. 24, 25; 
26, 27. and next follows a prophecy of the deftruc- 
tion of Paleftine, the date of the prophecy is given 
y. 28. the inhabitants of Paleftine are bid not to 
rejoice at the death of one of the kings of Fudab, 
fince another fhould arife, who would be fatal to 
them, y. 29. and whilft the ews would be in fafety, 
they would be deftroyed by famine and war, y. 30, 
31. from all which it would appear, and it might 
be told the meffengers of the nations, or any en- 
quiring perfons, that Zion is of the Lord’s found- 
ing, and under his. care and protection, and that 
his people have great reafon and encouragement to 
truft.in him, y¥. 32. a Ay 
y¥. 1. For the Lord will have mercy on Facob, and 
will yet chufe Irael, &c.]. Whilft the Fews were in 
captivity, the Lord feemed to have no pity for 
them, or compaffion on them, and it looked ‘as if 
he had rejeéted them, and wholly caft them off; 
but by delivering them from thence, he fhewed 
that he had a merciful regard unto them, and made 
it to appear that they were his chofen people, and 
beloved by him ; and this is a reafon why Badylon 
fhould be deftroyed, and her deftruction be’ no 
longer deferred, becaufe the Lord’s bowels of com- 
paffion yerned towards his own people, fo that his 
mercy to them brought ruin upon others : a choice 
of perfons to everlafting falvation, tho’ it is not 
made in time, but before the foundation of the 
world, yet is made to appear by effectual vocation, 
which therefore is fometimes exprefled by chufing, 
1 Cor. i. 26, 27. and is the fruit and effe& of’ fo- 
vereign grace and mercy, and may be fore 
ere 3 
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here ; the, words. may be rendered, and will yet 


ehufe in Tfrael*, fome from among them; that is, 
have mercy on them, and call them by his grace, 


and fo fhew them to be a remant, according to the’ 
ele&tion of grace ; and fuch a chofen remnant there: 
was among them in the times of Chrift, and his’ 
apoitles, by which it appeared that the Lord had} 
not caft off the people whom he foré-knew > and 


fet them in. their own land; or caufe’ them to reft 


upon their own land*; for the word not only de-| 
notes fettlément’ and continuance, ‘but reft, which’ 
they had not in Badylon.; but now fhovld have, 


when brought into their. owh land; and no doubt 
but reference is had to the original character of the 


land of Canaan, as a land of reft, and hither fhall 
the Fews be brought again, and be fettled, when) 
myftical Babylon is deftroyed # and the ftranger fhall 


be joined with them, and they hall cleave to thé houfe 
of Facob’; ‘by which is meant, that profelytes fhould 
be made to the Yewih religion, who fhould be ad- 
mitted into their church-ftate, as. well‘as into their 
common-wealth, and fhould abide faithful to. the 
profeffion they made; which doubtlefs was fulfilled 
in part at the time of the Zews return from the 
Babylonifh captivity, when many, who had em- 
braced their religion, cleaved to them, and. would 
not leave them, but went along with them into 
their land, that they might join with them in re- 
ligious worfhip there; but had a. greater accom- 
plifhment in gofpel-times, when Genfiles were in- 
corporated into the fame” gofpel-church-ftate. with 
the believing Fews;. and. became: fellow’ heirs, and 


of the fame body,. and partakers of the*fame pro- 


mifes and privileges ;. and fo Kimchi and Ben Melech 
apply this to the times of the Mefliah 5 and “Farchi 
to time to come, when J/rae/ fhould be redeemed 
with a perfect redemption: becaufe from the word 
tranflated cleave, is derived another, which fignifies 
a fcab; hence the Fews” have a-faying, ‘* profe- 
« lytes are grievous to Trael as a {cab.” 

¥. 2. And the people fhall take them, and bring 
them to their place, &c.] ‘That is, the people among 
whom the Jews dwelt in Baéylon, who had a kind- 
nefs for them, and efpecially fuch of them as were 
profelyted to their religion, fhould attend them in 
their journey home, and fupply them with all ne- 
ceflaries for provifion and carriage, as they were 
allowed to do: by the edict of Cyrus, Hzrai. 4. and 
this-will have'a farther accomplifhment inthe latter 
day, when: the Gentiles fhall bring their fons and 
daughters: in’ their arms,, and on their fhoulders, 
' and on-horfes, and in chariots to Ferufalem, If: xlix. 
2%. and Ixvi. 20. which laft paffage Kimchi refers 
to, as explanative of this: and the houfe of Irael 
fhall poffe/s them in the land of the Lord, for fervants 
and handmaids; by the land of the Lord, is. meant 
the land of J/rael, which was peculiarly his; for 
tho’ the whole earth is his, yet he chofe this above 
all others for the place of his worfhip, under the 
former difpenfation; and where his fon, in the 
fulnefs of time, fhould appear in human nature, 
-preach the gofpel, perform miracles, and work out 
the falvation of his people ; and where his feet fhall 
ftand at the latter day, when he comes to judge 
the world; this is the fame with Jmmanuel’s land, 
chap. viii. 8. hither many of the Chaldeans coming 
along with the Yews, and having. embraced their 
religion, chofe rather to be fervants and handmaids 


to them, than to return to théir own land, and | rejoicing that fo ic was’: the golden civ 
who were a kind of inheritance or pofiéffion to the | city of Bedylon, full of gold, drawn 
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this claufe by If lxi.5: and they hall tak 
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Fews ; tho’ fome think that thefe were'fuch’ as ‘they? 
bought. of the Babylonians, that came with thet 
to be their fervants, and not they themfelves. It? 
may be underftood of Gentile converts in. golbels 


‘times,’ who would willingly and chearfully 


> 
in the fervice of the church of Ged, iad iy lanes 
ferve his people, and one another. Kimchi explains? 
} t | Si 
captives, whofe captives they were, and. they” a 
rule over their oppreffors ; that is, the Babylomans, 
who had ‘carried the Fews captive, fhould be taken® 
captives by them, and made flaves of ; which might 
be true of ‘thofe they bought of them, when 1 


‘returned to their own land ; or as fome think, this’ 


had its accomplifhment in the times of the Macca 
bees, when they conquered many people,’ who be-* 
fore had carried them captive, and opprefled them} 
and in. a‘ fpiritual and: my‘tical fenfe has been ful- 
filled in the times of the gofpel, thro” the fpread 
of it in. the Gentile world, by the miniftry of the 
apoftles, who were ¥éws; by which means many 
of the nations of the world were brought, to the 
obedience, of Chrift and his church, ©, © 

‘¥. 3. And it foall come to pafs in the day that the 
Lord foall give thee reff from thy forrow, 8cc.| In 
captivity, and on account of that, being out of 
‘their own ‘land, deprived of the free exercife of 
their religion, and at a diftance from the houfe of 
God, ‘and continually hearing the reproaches and: 
blafphemy of the enemy, and fecing their idolatrous: 
practices, and their ungodly converfation; ail which 
muft. create forrow of heart to the fincere lovers 


‘and worfhippers of God: and from thy fear, of 


worfe evils, moft cruel ufage,.and death itfelf, under’ 
‘the terror of which they lived: and from the bard bon-» 
dage wherein thou waft made to ferve; as before in 
Egypt, fo now in Babylou ; but what that was, is net 
particularly expreffed any where, as the former is, fee 
Exod. i. 13, 14. and when they had reft from all this: 
in their own land, then they fhould do as follows. 


: ¥.4, That thou fhalt take up this proverb againft 


the king of Babylon, &c.| Or concerning him, his? 
‘fall, and the fall of the Babylonifh monarchy with: 
him ; if we underftand this of any particular king: 
of Babylon, it feems beft not to interpret it of Ne- 
buchadnezzar, whom Yerom mentions, in whom the 
empire was in its greateft glory ; but of Belhazzar, 
in whom it ended; the king of Babylon may be 
here confidered as a type of antichrift, and what is 
faid of the one, may be applied to the other: the! 
proverb or parable taken up into the mouth, and 


exprefiéd concerning him,» fignifies a fharp and 


acute fpeech, a taunting one, full of ironies and. 
farcafms, and biting expreffions,. as the following 
one is. The Septuagint render it, a lamentations 
and the Arabic verfion, a mournful fong; but) as 


‘this. was to be taken up by the church and pec 


of God, concerning their great enemy, whofe de- 
ftruétion is here defcribed, it may rather be ea 

a triumphant fong, rejoicing at his ruin, and in= 
fulting over him: and fay, how bath the opprefor 
ceajed! he who oppreffed us, and other * 
exacted tribute of us, and of others, and made us 
to ferve with hard bondage, how is he come to: 


nothing ? by what means is he brought to ruin? 
‘by whom is this accomplifhed? who has been the _ 
author of it, and by whom effected? this is faid 
‘as wondering how it fhould be ht about. 


thither from 
‘nc 
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the feveral parts. of the world, called a golden 
cup, Jer. li. 7.. and the Babylonifh monarchy,, in 
the times of Nebuchadnezzar, was fignified by a 
golden head, Dau. ii. 32, 38. fo myftical Babylon, 
or the Romifh antichrift, is reprefented as decked 
with gold, and having a golden cup in her hand, 
and as a city abounding with gold, Rev. xvii. 4. 
and xviii. 16. The word here ufed is a Chaldee 
or Syriac word *, and perhaps is what was.ufed by 
themfelves, and is the name by which they called 
this city, and is now tauntingly returned; the word 
city is not in the text, but fupplied. Some render 
it tribute ¥, a, golden penfion, a tribute of gold, 
which was exacted of the nations in fubjection, but 
now ceafed ; and when that tyrant and oppreffor, 
the Romifb antichrift, fhall ceafe, that tribute, which 
he exacts of the nations of the earth, will ceafe alfo, 
as tithes, firft-fruits, annates, Perer’s pence, &c. 
¥. 5. The Lord hath broken the faff of the wicked, 
&c.] This is an anfwer to the above queftion, 
how the exactor and his tribute came to ceafe ; this 
was not by man, but by the Lord himfelf;: for tho’ 
he made ufe of Cyrus, the work was his own, he 
broke the power of the wicked kings of Babylon: 
and the fcepter of the rulers; that were under the 
king of Badylon; or of the feveral kings them- 
felves, Nebuchadnezzgr, Evil Meredach, and Bel- 
foazzar;, fo Kimchi interprets it. 
plied to the kingdom of antichrift, and the anti- 
chriftian ftates, which fhall be broken to fhivers as 
a potter’s veffel by Chrift, the King of Kings, and 
Lord of Lords, Rev. il..27. and xix. 15, 16. The 
fiaff and /cepter are emblems of power and govern- 
ment; and dreaking them fignifies the utter de- 
ftruction and ceffation of authority and dominion. 
- y. 6. He who fmote the people in wrath with a 
continual firoke, &c.| The king of Babylon, who 
made war with the people and nations of the earth, 
and conquered them, {mote them with the edge of 
the fword to gratify his paffions, and fatiate his 
blood-thirfty mind ; and thofe that were fpared, 
he ruled with rigour, and oppreffed them with tri- 
bute and hard bondage; and when he had: con- 
quered one nation, attacked another, and fo went 
on purfuing his victories without intermiffion, giv- 
ing no refpite neither to his army, nor to the 
people: he that ruled the nations in anger, not 
with juftice and clemency, but in a tyrannical and 
oppreffive way, even his own nation, as well as 
the nations whom he fubdued: is perfecuted, is 


purfued by the juftice of God, overtaken and 


feized, and brought to condign punifhment : and 
none hindereth ; the execution of the righteous judg- 
ment upon him; none of the neighbouring kings 
and nations, either tributary to him, or in alliance 
with him, give him the leaft ,help or affiftance, 
or attempt to ward off the blow upon him, given 
him, under the direction and appointment of God, 
by Gyrus the Perfian, So the Romifh antichrift, who 
has made war with the faints, and has {mitten them 
with the fword, and gone on to do fo without any 
intermiffion for ages together, and has tyrannized 
over them in a moft cruel manner, he fhall be 
perfecuted, and taken, and brought to his end, 
and there fhall be none to help him ; fee Rev. xiii. 
4, 10. Dan. xi. 45. 

¥. 7. The whole carth is at reft, and is quiet, &c. ] 
The troubier of them being gone; and whith will 
be the cafe of the people of God, who in the latter 
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day will fill the face of the earth, when the beaft 
and falfe prophet will be taken and caft alive into 
the lake of fire ; and efpecially when fatan fhall be 
bound, and put in prifon for a thoufand years, 
that he may deceive the nations no more, ° Rev. 
XIX. 20, and xx. 2, 35 they break forth into finging; 
thatis, the inhabitants of the earth, becaufé of the 
fall of the king of Babylon, they being delivered 
from fo great a tyrant.or oppreflor; or, u/ler a 
Jong of praife, as the Targum. Aben Ezra fays, the 
word in the drabdic language is expreffive of clear 
nefs, and fo it does fignify to fpeak purely, clearly, 
and fluently, with open mouth, and a clear voice *; 
it is rendered in P/- xcviii. 4. make a loud noife, by 
finging a joyful fong; and fuch a fong will be 
fung by the church, when the myftical Babylon is 

fallen; fee Rev. xv. 2,.3. ‘and xix. 1, 2: 
¥. 8. Yea, the fir-trees rejoice at thee, and the ce- 
dars of Lebanon, &c.] Which by a profopopwia are 
reprefented as finging and rejoicing, as inanimate 
creatures often are in {cripture, thefe being now 
in no danger of being cut down, to make way 
for his armies; fee J/ xxxvii. 34. or to furnith 
him with timber for fhipping, or building of 
houfes : or elfe thefe words are to be underftood 
metaphorically of kings and princes of the earth, 
comparable to fuch trees, for their height, ftrength, 
and fubftance; fee Zech. xi. 2. who would now be 
no longer in fear of him, or in fubjeGtion to him. 
So the Targum, “ the rulers alfo rejoiced over 
*€ thee, the rich in fubftance faid ;” not only the 
common people, the inhabitants of the earth, as 
before, but the princes of it rejoiced at his ruin ; 
and fo will the kings of the earth rejoice at the 
deftruction of the whore of Rome, when they fhall 
hate het, eat her flefh, and burn her with fire ; 
tho’ others, that have committed fornication with _ 
her, will lament her cafe, Rev. xvii. 16. and xviii. 
g: faying, fince thou art laid down; or art afleep*, 
that is, dead; it being ufual in the eaftern nations 
to exprefs death by fleep: wo feller is come up againft 
us; or cutter of wood, to whom the king of Baby- 
lon is compared, for cutting down nations, and 
bringing them into fubjection to him, in whofe 
heart it was to deftroy and cut off nations, not a 
few; being as an ax in the hand of the Lord, 
whereby trees, large and high, were cut. down ; 
fee If. x. 5, 7, 15. but now, fince this feller of 
wood was gone, the ax was laid afide, and broke 
to pieces, there was none to give the nations any 
difturbance ; and fo it will be when antichrift is 
deftroyed, there will be no more petfecution of 
the church and people of God. J 
y. 9. Hell from beneath is moved for thee, &c.] 
Or the grave, or the place and ftaté of the dead, 
and particularly of the damned, meaning thofe that 
are in fuch a place and ftate, and the fenfe is, that 
not only the inhabitants of the earth, and the trees 
upon it, exprefs their joy at the fall of the king 
of Babylon, but thofe that are under the earth, in 
the grave, or in hell, are affected with it, and 
moved on account of it; not with fear and dread, 
as they were in his and their life-time, as Kimchi 
fuggefts ; but they are reprefented as in motion, 
and that as attended with a great noife, becaufe of 
the multitude of them, upon hearing of his death, 
and his entrance into the regions of the dead: ¢¢ 
meet thee at thy coming; as kings ufed to be met 
when they, and as.he ufed to be, when he, entered 
inte 
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into any city ‘thar was taken; to. falute him, and 
congratulate him upon’ his entrance into the dark 
regions of death, thésgrave, and: hell 5 a biting 
farcaim:: it firreth up the dead for thee3-the dead 
that are in it, in:hell or the grave; notito oppofe 
him, ‘but:to welcome him’ into theirs parts,” as. be- 
ing now.one of them, and to be: joined’ to. their 
company ; hell or the grave is faid to:roufe them, 
as if they were afleep, and:took no! notice of the 
death of fo great a monarch; who was juft making 
his public entry among thems The word Rephaim 
here ufed, is fometimes rendered giants,as in Deut. 
ii. 11,20, and archi interprets it of the Anakim ; 
and fo the Zargum, “ it raifeth up unto thee mighty 
“ men ;” for not the common people among the 
dead, but the princes and:great ones of the earth, 
whom the: Baéylonien monarch had fubdued ‘and 
flain,. and to whom. he: was’ well known, .are in- 
tended, as appears by. what follows’: even all the 
chief ones of the earth; or the great goats ; the 
leaders ‘and- commanders» of; the people, who as 
‘goats go before and lead the flock, fo they the 
people. . The Targum calls them, ‘‘ all the rich in 
** jubftance ;?? who were perfons of wealth, power, 
and authority when on earth: it bath raifed up 
from their thrones all the kings of the nations’; to 


offer in a jeering manner their thrones'to him, who | 


had been obliged in their life-time, and-his, to fur- 
render to him their crowns, ‘and thrones, ‘and king- 
doms ; but by their thrones here, are meant their 
fepulchres, built, as many of them were, in-great 
pomp and {plendor;, for kings: at death have no 
other thrones but their graves. ben Ezra fays, 
it was the cuftom of the Babylonians to. fet thrones 
in the fepulchres of their kings. . 

y. 10. ll they fall fpeak, and fay unto thee, &c. | 
So they would fay, could they fpeak, and are here 
reprefented as if they did = art thou become alfo weak 
as we? who had been more’ powerful than they, 
had been too many for: them, and had fubdued 
them, and ruled over them, and was not only 
looked upon as invincible, but as immortal, yea, as 
a deity ; and yet now was become fick, as the word ° 
fignifies, or by ficknefs brought to death, and by 
death enfeebled and rendered weak and: ftrength- 
lefs, ftript of all natural ftrength, as well as of all 
civil power and authority: art thou become like unto 
us? who thought himfelf, and was flattered by 
others, that there were none like unto him; but 
now as the reft of the dead, and upon a Jevel with 
them. So will it be with the Romifh antichritt, 
who now exalts himfelf above all that is called 
God, and reigns over the kings of the earth, and 
fhows himfelf as if he was God, and of whom his 
parafites fay, who is like unto the beaft ? who is able 
to make war with him? when he fhall be confumed 
by Chrift, and caft into the lake of fire with the 
devil and falfe prophet, he'll be like the kings of 
the earth deceived by him, and the reft of the wor- 
fhippers of him, and be as weak as they, 2 Fheff 
i. 4,8. Rev. xiii. 4. andxxi 10. 

y. 11. Thy pomp is brought down to the grave, 
~ &c.] Or bell; all the ftate’ and majefty in which 

he appeared, when fitting on the throne of his 
kingdom, with a glittering crown on his head, a 
{ceptre in his hand, clad in the richeft apparel, and 
attended by his princes and nobles with the utmoft 
reverence and fubmiffion; all this, with much more, 
followed hin: to the regions of the dead, and there 
it left him 5, fee P/. xlix..17: and the noife of thy 
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one being put for all; fuch as were ufed at fefti+ 
vals, and at times of joy’ and ‘rejoicing, “of which 
the’ Babylonians had many, and very probably were 
ufed-at the feaft by Bel/baxzar, when the city ‘was 
taken, ard he'was flain; to which reference may be 
had in this: place, Dan. iii. 5. and v..1, 30. com* 
“pare with this Rev. xviii. 16,22: the-worm 7s fpread 
under thee, and thé worms cover thee} who uled td 
have rich carpets {pread for him to tréad upon, 
and ftately canopies Linder which he faty beds Of 
down to ‘lie upon, and the vicheft coverifig- dver 
him, and now nothing but worms over him, and 
worms under him; ‘or inftead of béing wrapt th 
gold and filk; and embalmed with the’ moft pre+ 
cious, fpices, as the eaftern’ kings fed ‘to’ be, he 
had not fo muchas a grave, but was ‘caft-out of 
that, as is after faid, and fo-was liable to’ putre+ 
faétion, and to be covered with werms at’ once ; 
worms ‘his bed, and worms his bed-eloaths !-fee 
Fob XX. 26. 1Ore DES 10 IAS Sa: Fer 
y. 12. How art thou fallen from heaven, 8cc.) 
This is not to be underftood ‘of the fall of fatan, 
and the apoftate angels, from their firft eftate, 
when they were -caft down from’ heaven to hell, 
tho’ there may be an allufion to it; fee Luke x. 
18. but the words are a‘continuation’of the fpeech 
of the dead to the -king of Babylon, wondering at 
it, as a thing almoft incredible, that he who feemed 
to be fo eftablifhed on the throne of his kingdom, 
which was his heaven, that’ he fhould be depofed 
‘or fall from it: So*the deftru€tion of the Roman 
pagan emperors is fignified by the ‘eafting’ out. of 
the dragon and his angels from heaven, Rev. xii. 
7, 8, 9. and in like manner Rome’ papal} or thie 


‘ Romifo antichrift, will fall from his heaven of out- 


ward fplendor and happinefs, of honour and aw- 
thority, now poffefled by him: O Lucifer, Jon’ of 
ibe morning ; alluding to the ftar Venus, which is. 
the phofphorus or morning-ftar, which ufhers in 
the light of the morning, and fhows that day is at 
hand ; by which is meant, not fatan, who is never 
in fcripture called Lucifer, tho’ he was once ar ari- 
gel of light, and fometimes transforms himfelf into- 
one, and the good angels are called morning-ftars, 
Fol xxxviii. 7. and fuch he and his angels once 
were ; but the king' of Badylom'is intended, whofe 
royal glory and majefty, as out-fhining all the reft 
of the kings of the earth, is exprefied by thoft 
names; and which perhaps were fuch as he took 
to himfelf, or were given him by his courtiers. 
The Targum is, ** how art thou fallen from on 
‘«* high, who was fhining among the fons ‘of men, 
“< as the ftar Venus among the ftars.” Farchi, as 
the Talnud‘, applies it to Nebuchadnezzar; tho” 
if any particular perfon is pointed at, Belfhazzar 
is rather defigned, the laft of the kings of Babylon. 
The church of Rome, in the times of the apoftles, 
was famous for its light and knowledge ; its faith 
was fpoken of throughout all the earth; and its 
bifhops or paftors were bright ftars, in the morn- 
ing of the gofpel-difpenfation: how art thow cut’ 
down to the ground; like a tall tree that is I 
and laid along the ground, and can never 
flourifh more, to which fometimes great monarchs 

and monarchies are compared; fee Jf. x. 18, 19.— 
Ezek. xxxi. 3. Dan. iv. 10, 22. and th denotes 

that the king of Babylon fhould die, not a natural, 

but a violent death, as Be/bazzar did, with whor 


the Badylonifh monarchy fell, and never rofe more; — 
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vand this is a reprer. . “ion of the fudden, violent, 
and irrecoverable ruin of the Romi/h antichritt, 
Rev. xviii. 21: which didft weaken the nations! by 
fubduing them, taking cities and towns, plunder- 
ing the inhabitants of their fubftance, carrying them 
captive, or obliging them to a yearly tribute, by 
which means he weakened them, and kept them 
under. So the Romifh antichrift has got the power 
over many nations of the earth, and has reigned 
over the kings of it, and by various methods has 
drained them of their wealth and riches, and fo 
greatly enfeebled them ; nay, they have of them- 
felves given their power and ftrength unto the beatft, 
Rev, Xvi. 12, 13, 15,17, 18. Several of the Fewi/h 
writers obferve, that the word here ufed fignifies to 
caft lots; and fo it is ufed in the MG/na *, and ex- 
plained in the Ta/mud*, and is applied to the king 
of Babylon cafting lots upon the nations and king- 
doms, whom he should go to war with, and fub- 
due firft; fee Ezek. xxi. 19 —23. The Targum is, 
*¢ thou art caft down to the earth, who killedft 
*¢ the people ;” a fit defcription of antichrift, Rev. 
xi. 7. and xiii. 7, 10, 15. 
¥. 13. For thou haft faid in thine heart, &c.] 
Which fhews the pride and haughtinefs that were 
in his heart, and were the caufe and reafon of his 
fall, for pride goes before a fall; it was the caufe 
of the fall of angels, and of Adam, and of many 
kings and kingdoms; fee Prov. xvi. 18. with this 
compare Rev. xviil. 7, 8 : J will afcend into heaven, 
be above al] men, rule over the whole world; and 
fo the Targum, ‘* I will afcend on high;” unlefs 
by it is meant the temple at Feru/alem, where Fe- 
bovabh dwelt, an emblem of heaven, to which fenfe 
the following claufes incline; and fo the Romijh 
_ antichrift fits in the temple of God, and on his 
throne, as if he was God, 2 Thef. ii. 4: I will 
exalt my throne above the ftars of God ; which he has 
made and fet in the heavens, and preferves ; mean- 
ing either the angels, od xxxviii. 7. or rather the 
kings and princes of the earth, over whom he 
placed himfelf, having fubdued them under him. 
It may be applied to ecclefiaftical perfons, paftors 
and bifhops of churches, compared to ftars, Rev. 
i, 20. the third part of which the dragon drew with 
his tail, Rev. xii. 4. and over whom the bifhop of 
Rome has ufurped an univerfal dominion, The 
Targum is, ** over the people of God I will put 
« the throne of my kingdom ;” notorioufly true 
of the man of fin: Iwill fit aljo upon the mount of 
the congregation, in the fides of the north; that is, 
as fome think, in the temple where the tribes of 
Jfrael gathered together for worfhip, which was 
built upon mount Zion, which, as Kimchi fays, 
lay north of Ferufalem ; fee Pf. xlviii. 2. fo the ta- 
bernacle is often called the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation ; but as Cocceius and Vitringa obferve, 
mount Zion was not to the north, but to the fouth 
of ‘Ferufalem, wherefore not that mount, but mount 
Moriah, which was to the north of mount Zion, is 
defigned ; however, not Babylon is here-meant, as 
R. Fofeph Kimchi thought ; called, as he fuppofes, 
ike mount of the congregation, becaufe all the world 
were gathered thither to the king of Babylon; and 
a mount, becaufe a ftrong city ; and faid to be in 
the fides of the north, becaufe it lay north-eaft to 
the continent; but, as one obferves, he had no 


peed to’ boaft.of fitting there, where he was already. | 


Farchi-thinks the laft claufe refers to the north-fide 
of the altar, in the court, where the facrifice was 
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killed, Lev. i. 11. and may point at the feat of the 
Romifo antichrift, and the facerdotal power ufurped 
by him, to offer facrifice for the fins of men, par- 
ticularly the unbloody facrifice of the mafs. 

¥.14. Iwill afcend above the heighis of the clouds, 
&c.] Which are the chariots of God, and in which 


he rides, and fo this proud monarch affected to be 


as he ; perhaps fome reference is had to the cloud 
in which Jehovah dwelt in the temple. The Tar- 
&um is, ** I will afcend above all people ;” com- 
pared to clouds for their multitude. In the my- 
ftical fenfe, the true minifters of the word may be 
meant, fo called for their height, motion, fwift- 
nefs, and fulnefs of gofpel-doétrine, compared to 
rain; fee J/.v. 5. Rev. xi. 6,7: 1 will be like the 
Moft High , fo fatan affected to be, and this was the 
bait he laid for our firft parents, and with which 
they were taken; and nothing lefs than deity could 
fatisfy fome ambitious princes, as Caligula, and 
others ; and this was what the Badylonifh monarch 
afpired to, and ordered to be afcribed to him, and 
be regarded as fuch, either whilft living, or at 
leaft after death, which was what had been done 
to many heathen princes. So antichrift is repre- 
fented as fhewing himfelf to be God, 2 Theff. ii. 4. 
by calling, and fuffering himfelf to be called God; 
by affuming all power in heaven and in earth; 
taking upon him to depofe kings, and difpofe of 
kingdoms at pleafure ; difpenfing with the laws of 
God, and making new ones; abfolving men from 
their oaths, pardoning their fins, fetting up him- 
felf as infallible, as the fole interpreter of fcripture, 
and judge of controverfies. The Targum is, “ I 
‘¢ will be higher than them all;” than the kings 
of the earth, and all other bifhops. 
¥.15. Yet thou fhalt be brought down to hell, &c.} 
Into a very low and miferable condition ;, fee Matt, 
xi. 23. inftead of afcending to heaven: or to the 
grave; though, inafmuch as afterwards a burial is 
denied him, the word may be taken for the in- 
fernal pit, and fo is, as much as can be, oppofed 
to heaven ; and this will be true of antichrift, when 
the beaft and falfe prophet will be caft alive into the 
lake of fire, Rev. xix..20: to the fides of the pit; 
inftead of being on the mount of the congregation 
in the fides of the north; another word for hell, 
the pit of corruption, and the bottomlefs pit. “The 
Targum is, ** to the ends of the lake of the houfe 
‘* of perdition ;” the place of everlafting deftruc- 
tion. 
¥..16, They that fee thee, &c.] Thefe are the 
words of the dead, fpeaking of the living, who 
when they fhould fee the carcafs of the king of 
Babylon lying on the ground: fhall narrowly look 
upon thee, and confider thee; whether, it is he or 
no, not knowing at firft fight who he was, the al- 
teration being fo great; he that was but juft now 
on his throne of glory, with all the enfigns of ma- 
jefty about him, and on him, now caft to the earth, 
deprived of life, befmeared with blood, and fo dis- 
figured, -as f{carcely to be known; thefe phrafes are 
ufed to exprefs the great change made in him, and 
in his ftate and condition: faying ; {carce believing 
what they faw, and as wondering at the fudden 
and ftrange alteration, and yet in an infulting man- 
ner: is this the man-that made the earth to tremble? 
the inhabitants of it, when they*heard of his come 
ing againft them, with his numerous and conquer- 
ing army, dreading that he would do to them as 
he had done to others, deftroy their cities, rob Be 
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would kill him ; upon which they took him out... 
of his grave, to fhew him that he was. dead: but, 
the fenfe here, is not that the king of Babylon... 
fhould be taken out of his grave, after he was, 
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of their fubftance, put them to the fword, or carry 
them captive, or make them tributary: shat did 
foake kingdoms 2? depofe their kings, and fet up 
others ; alter their conftitution, change their form 


of government, and added their kingdoms to his 
own, 

y. 17. That made the world as a wildernefs, 8c. } 
Both by deftroying the inhabitants of it, and by 
laying waite cities, towns, villages, fields, vineyards, 
gardens, and all places improved and cultivated, 
wherever he came, as it follows : and deftroyed the 
cities thereof; as the Afyrian kings had done, fome 
of which are mentioned in J/. x. g. fee ch. xxxvit. 
II, 12, 13, 18: that opened not the houfe of bis pri- 
foners , the prifon-houfe, in which they were held, 
or, ‘* the gate to his prifoners,” as the Targum, 
or rather the words may be rendered, that opened 
not to his prifoners, that they might go home ; or as 
De Dieu, in fhort, yet fully expreffes it, that did 
not difmifs bis prifoners home, he not only cruelly 
and inhumanly put many to the fword, but fuch 
as furrendered, and were taken captives, he de- 
tained them in prifon, and would not loofe their 
bonds, but let them die there; which was an in- 
ftance of great cruelty and inhumanity. 

¥. 18. All the kings of the nations, 8c. ' Of 
other nations, befides thofe he governed, and even 
of thofe whom he had fubdued, at leaft their an- 
ceftors, the greateft part of them however ; for the 
word a// does not always fignify every-individual, 
though, by the repetition of it, it here bids fair 
for fuch a fenfe, there being but very few, or fcarce 
any exceptions to this obfervation; for on fome ac- 
count or another, both good and bad kings are in- 
terred in great ftate: even all of them lie in glory ; 
in rich tombs and ftately monuments, erected for 
the honour of them; and where they fleep, as the 
word fignifies, with their fathers, their anceftors, 
and are at reft, in the ftate of the dead, where they 
will continue to the refurrection: every one in bis 
own houfe; or grave, fee Fob xxx. 23. the fame 
with his long home, Eccl. xii. 5. or the houfe of 
his world; in reference to which, the Targum pa- 
raphrafes it by the fame phrafe here ; and tho’ their 
graves were not in their dwelling-houfes or palaces, 
yet often near them, and in their own country, and 
were what had been erected, or caufed to be erected 
by them, in their life-time. 

¥. 19. But thou art caft out of thy grave, &c.] 
Or rather from it*; that is, he was not fuffered to 
be put into it, or to have a burial, as the follow- 
ing words fhew, at leaft not to be laid in the grave 
defigned for him; tho’ the Fews*, who apply this 
to Nebuchadnezzar, have a fabulous ftory that he 
was taken out of his grave by his fon, to confirm 
this prophecy ; and which their commentators, 
Aben Ezra, Farchi, Kimchi, and Abendana, tell in 


laid in it, but that he fhould be hindered from - 
being put into it; which very likely was the cafe. 
of Belfhazzar. Like an abominable branch; cut off . 
from .a tree as ufelefS and hurtful, and caft.upon 
the ground, where it lies and rots, and is good _ 
for nothing, neither for fuel, nor any thing elie, 
but is neglected and defpifed of all: and as the — 
raiment of thofe that are flain; in battle, which be- . 
ing rolled in blood, no body cares to take up and _ 
wear, nor even touch, for fuch perfons were, ac- 
counted unclean by the ceremonial law, and by 
the touch of them uncleannefs was contracted; and 
perhaps with a view to this the fimile is ufed, to 
exprefs the very mean and abject condition this 
monarch fhould be in: thruft thro’ with a fword; 
which was added for explanation-fake, to fhow in 
which way the perfons were flain, whofe raiment 
is referred to; the cloaths of fuch being ftained 
with blood, when thofe that died by other means 
might not have their raiment fo defiled. The 
word rendered ¢hrujt thro’, is only ufed in this 
place, and in Gen. xlv. 17. where it is rendered 
lade, or put on a burden ; but as the feveral Fewifh 
commentators before-mentioned obferve ‘, in the 
Arabic language it fignifies to pierce or thruft thro” 
with a fword or fpear, and fo it is ufed in the 4ra- 
btc verfion of Yobn xix. 34, 37: that go down ta 
the ftones of the pit, into which dead bodies after a 
battel are ufually caft, and which have often ftones 
at the bottom ; and into which being caft, ftones 
are alfo thrown over them: as a@ carcafs trodden. 
under foot; which is frequently the cafe of thofe, 
that fall in battel ; and very probably was the cafe 
of Belfhazzar, when flain by the Chaldeans, whofe 
body in a tumult might be neglected and trodden 
upon, and afterwards have no other burial than 
that of a common foldier in a pit ; and inftead of 
having a fepulchral monument erected over him, . 
as kings ufed to have, had nothing but a heap of 
{tones thrown upon him. 

¥. 20. Thou (halt not be joined with themin bu- 
rial, &c.] The kings before-mentioned ; not that 
the fenfe is, that he fhould not be interred in the 
fame place they were, or lie in the fame ftately mo- 


}numents they did, for that was never defigned by 


him or others-; but that he fhould not be buried 
in like manner, be embalmed as they, or have 
odours burned for him, or lie in fuch ftate and 
pomp, or have a pyramid or maufoleum, or any rich. 
monument, erected over him ; unlefs this can be 
underftood of his anceftors, the kings that were. 
before him; and the fenfe be, that he fhould not 
have a burial with the kings of Badylon, or be in- 


terred where they were, but, as before faid, fhould 
be caft out, or be kept from the place of fepulture. _ 

The Targum is, ** thou fhalt not be as one of them. 

‘* in the grave;” fhall not be like them, or equah _ 
to them, in the glory and pomp of a funeral, not 
having the fame funeral rites, obfequies, and or-\.. 
naments they have had. So the whore of Rome 
fhall have no funeral, but the kings of the earth | _ 
will eat her flefh, and burn her with fire, ty 


this manner: that when Nebuchadnezzar was driven 
from men, and was with the beafts of the field 
for feven years, the people made his fon £vil- 
merodach king ; but when Nebuchadnezzar came to 
his right mind, and returned to his palace at Ba- 
bylon, and found his fon upon the throne, he put 
him in prifon, where he lay till Nebuchadnezzar 
died, when the people took him out to make him 
king ; but he refufed to be king, faying, he did 


not believe his father was dead; and that if he| xvii. 16: becaufe thou baft deftroyed thy BOR > 
fhould come again, as before, and find him, he | only other lands and nations, but alfo his” IS 
if ty Ps $ 7 
““¢ FID, a fepulchro tuo, Gataker. © Seder Olam Rabba, c. 28. fol. 81. | a and ‘confodit cum Ilana a 
inftrumentis, hafta, gladiis, Caftel. col. 1546. So it is ufed in the Arabic verfion of Lam, iv. 9. and in the haldee lopige 
Gignifies to pierce thro’ and wound ; as is the Targum on Jer. li. 4, Satelit : . 
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and the inhabitants of it, by his tyrannical govern- 
ment, by levies and exactions, by muléts and fines 
on various pretences : or, hajt corrupted thy lands, 
which phraie is ufed of myftical Babylon, Rev. xix. 
2. fee alfo ch. xi. 18. whofe land or earth is the 
whole Romi/h jurifdiction, corrupted by her idola- 
tries, and wafted and deftroyed by the various me- 
thods ufed to drain away the fubftance thereof : 
and flain thy people ; put them to death at pleafure, 
without any juft caufe, for trifling matters; which 
is often done by arbitrary princes. archi and 
Kimchi apply this, to Nebuchadnezzar’s flaying the 
wife men of Baéylon, becaufe they could not tell 
him his dream, and the interpretation of it. It is 
true of antichrift flaying fuch that would not wor- 
fhip his image, and receive his mark, Rev. xiii. 
10, 15: The feed of evil doers fhall never be renown- 
ed; or, not for ever, tho’ they may have a name, 
and be very famous for a while, yet not always ; 
in procefs of time, their honour is laid in the duft; 
or, feall not be called for ever™; their name and 
their memory fhall not always laft; their name 
fhall be cut off, and their memory fhall rot ; they 
fhall have none to keep up their name, and. they 
fhall not be fpoken of with refpeét; fuch a feed 
of evil doers were Bel/bazzar and his family, who 
defcended from Nebuchadnezzar and Evil-merodach, 
and were at once extinct, as follows, 
¥. 21. Prepare flaughter for bis children, &c.] 
Thefe words are directed to the Medes and Per- 
Jians, to prepare inftruments of flaughter, and make 
ufe of them; and prepare themfelves for the flaugh- 
ter of the whole royal family, Bel//bazzar and all 
his children. So it is threatened to Fezadel, or the 
Romifh antichrift, that all her children fhould be 
killed with death, Rev. ii. 23 :. for the iniquity of 
their fathers, they imitating and following them in 
their fins, partaking of them, and filling up the 
meafure of their iniquities: that they do not rife, 
nor poffe/s the land, ftand up and fucceed him in 
the government of the land, as their inheritance : 
nor fill the face of the world with cities; as their an- 
ceftors had done, which were built by them to per- 
petuate their name and glory, and to keep the na- 
tions in awe fubdued by them. The Targum ren- 
ders it, with enemies; which is followed by ben 
Ezra, Farchi and Kimchi; and fo the Septuagint, 
Syriac, and Arabic verfions, with wars; to the 
great difturbance of the peace of the world, and to 
the difquietude of the inhabitants of it; which 
is a great plague to the world, and a judgment 
in it. 
¥. 22. For Iwill rife up againft them, faith tke 
Lord of bofis, &c.| That is, againft the children 
of the Babylonifh monarch; and therefore they fhall 
not rife and poffefs the earth, and difturb it, fince 
he who is the Lord of armies in heaven and earth, 
and has all power in both worlds, and has every 
thing at his beck and command, will rife up, who 
feemed as it were afleep and unconcerned about the 
affairs of this world, and will fet himfelf againft 
them, and exert his power in their deftruction : 
and cut off from Babylon, the king of Babylon, and 
the inhabitants of it: the name; not of the city, 
which is mentioned long after, and ftill is; but of 
the king and his family: and remnant, his flefh, 
or thofe that were a-kin to him, as Kimchi inter- 
prets it: and fon, and nephew ; his fon, and fon’s 


“8 FY TYIN, terram tuam corrupifti, Montanus, Cocceius, Junius, Tremellius, Pifcator. 
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fon, as the Targum, and after that other Fewi/h 
writets ; the whole family was deftroyed with Bel- 
feoazzar, after whom none of that race was ever 
heard of any more. 

¥. 23. Iwill alfo make tt a poffeffion for the bit- 
tern, &c.] Inftead of being poflefied by any of thé 
family of the king of Babylon. The bitteru is 2 
kind of water-fowl, which by putting its bill into 
mire, or a broken reed, is faid to make a moft 
horrible noife. Some think the ow/ is meant, which 
dwells in defolate and ruinous places ; and others 
take it to be the offsprey, a fort of eagle that preys 
upon fifh and ducks; according to Kimchi, the tor- 
toife is meant; fome will have it, that the deaver 
or caftor is intended ; Farchi underftands it of the 
porcupine or bedge-hog ; and in the Aradic language 
this creature is called Kunpbud, which is pretty near 
the Hebrew word Kippod here ufed; to which Bo- 
chartus agrees; but whatever creature is meant, the 
defign is to fhow, that Bady/on fhould not be inha- 
bited by men, but by birds or beafts of prey, or 
noxious animals; and fo myttical Bady/ox is faid to 
be a cage of every unclean and hateful bird, Rv. 
Xvili. 2: and pools of water ; Babylon being fituated 
in a marfhy ground, and by the river Euphrates 
and when that river was turned by Cyrus‘, and 
afterwards its banks neglected, in courfe of time, 
the water overflowed the place where the city was, 
and all about it, and fo eafily came to be what is 


here predicted it fhould; fee Rev. xviii. 21: and 


I will fweep it with the befom of dejiruction, faith the 
Lord of hofts; and fo clear it at once of all its in- 
habitants, wealth and riches, and entirely remove 
its large walls and ftately buildings, no more to 
be feen, juft as a houfe is fwept clean of all its 
duft; intimating, that ‘this fuperb city, and all 
belonging to it, fhould be reduced to duft, and be 
as éafily fwept away as duft is with a befom. The 
word for /weep, and a befom, is only ufed in this 
place, and has this fignification in the Arabic lan- 
guage ; it is faid in the Za/mud *, that the Rabbins 
knew not the meaning of this word, till they heard 
an Arabian girl fay to her fellow-fervant, “‘ take 
“¢ this befom and fweep the houfe,” expreffing the 
word here ufed. 

¥. 24. The Lord of hofts hath fworn, faying, &c.} 
The Septuagint only read, thefe things faith the Lord 
of hofis; for, as Kimchi on the place obferves, his 
word is his oath ; but for the comfort of his peo- 
ple, and for the confirmation either of the prophe- 
cies concerning the fall of Babylon, or of the fol- 
lowing concerning the deftruction of the Arian 
monarchy, or both, he adds his oath to his word, 
to fhew that the fentence paffed in his mind, and 
now expreffed, was irrevocable: furely, as I have 
thought, fo fall it come to pafs; as he had fhaped 
and {chemed it, and drew the form and image in 
his own mind, or fixed and fettled it there, fo 
fhould it be done in due time, as every thing is, 
that is determined by the Lord; and this fhews 
that nothing is cafual, or comes by chance, but 
every thing as it is purpofed of God; and that as 
every thing comes to pafs which he has refolved, 
fo every fuch refolution proceeds from thought, and 
is the produce of the higheft wifdom and prudence 
and as I have purpofed, fo it foall fland , or counfel- 
led‘; within himfelf, for he does all things accord- 
ing to the counfel of his will, and which always 


ftands 
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ftands firm, fure and unalterable, let what devices 
foever be in the heart of man. ‘ite 

¥. 26. That I will break the Afprian in my land, 
&c.] This was his thought, counfel, purpofe, and 
decree; which muft be underftood either of the 
king of Babylon, as before, called the Afprian, as 
the king of Babylon feems to be called the king of 
Afpria in 2 Chron, xxxiii. 11. Neb. ix. 32. but 
then, his deftruétion was not in the land of J/rael, 
or on the mountains of Fudea, as is here predicted, 
or rather, therefore, this is a new prophecy, or a 
return to what is foretold in the tenth chapter con- 
cerning Sennacherib and his army, and the deftruc- 
tion of it; which coming to pafs long before the 
deftru€tion of Babylon, is mentioned for the com- 
fort of God’s people, as a pledge and affurance of 
the latter: tho’ fome think that it was now patt, 
and is obf{erved to ftrengthen the faith of the Fews, 
with refpect to the preceding prediction, and read 
the words thus, As in breaking the Affyrian in my 
land, and then the fenfe is, what I have thought, 
purpofed, and fworn to, to come to pafs, concern- 
ing the fall of Babylon, fhall as furely be accom- 
plifhed, and you may depend upon it, as I have 
broke the Afyrian army in my land before your 
eyes, of which ye yourfelves are witnefies. Some 
think that Gog and Magog are intended by the 4/- 
frian, of whom it is predi¢ted, that they fhould 
fall upon the mountains of J/rae/, as here, Ezek. 
xxxix. 4. it may be, that as the king of Babylon 
was a type of the Romifh antichrift in the preceding 
prophecy, the Afyrian here may reprefent the Turks, 
who now poffefs the land of J/rae/, and fhall be de- 
ftroyed: and upon my mountains tread him under 


- foot; the mountainous part of Fudea, particularly 


\ 


the mountains which were round about Feru/alem, 
where the Afjrien army under Sennacherib was, 
when befieged by him, and where they fell and 
were trodden under foot ; and now the Lord may 
be faid to break the A/yrian troops, and trample 
upon them, becaufe it was not only done accord- 
ing to his will, but without the ufe of men, by an 
angel that was fent immediately from heaven, and 
deftroyed the whole hoft, 2 Kings xix. 35: there 
jhall his yoke depart from off them, and his burden de- 


’ part from of their fooulders ; meaning, that hereby 


the fiege of Ferufalem would be broken up, and the 
city rid of fuch a troublefome enemy ; and the parts 
adjacent eafed of the burden of having fuch a nu- 
gnerous army quartered upon them ; and the whole 
land freed from the fubjection of this monarch, 
and from paying tribute to him. The fame is faid 
in ch. x. 27. fee the note there. This, in the Za/- 
mud ™, is interpreted of Sennacherid. 

¥. 26. This is the purpofe that is purpofed upon 
the whole earth, &c.| Or, counfel that is counfelled. 
The Zargum is, * all the inhabitants of the earth;” 
and the Septuagint verfion, the whole world, mean- 
ing the A/yrian empire, and all ftates depending 
on it; as the Roman empire is called, Luke. ii. 1. 
for this purpofe refpeéts not the end of the world, 
and the judgment of it at the laft day, as fome 
have thought ; but the preceding prophecy, pur- 
pofe, or counfel, concerning breaking and tram- 
pling under foot the Afprians, and delivering the 
“Fews from fubjection to them : and this is the hand 
that is firetched out upon all the nations ; of which 
the Affyrian army confifted, or which made up the 
Affyrian monarchy, or depended on it, and fell with 
it. Purpose denotes the counfel, will, and decree 
of God, about this bufinefs ; and Jand, the execu- 
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tion of it. The Targum renders it power ; fo band 
and counfel go together in Af#s iv. 28. The Tar- 
gum is, ‘* on all kingdoms.” ‘' 

y. 27. For the Lord of hofts bath purpofed, 8c.) 
What is before declared, the fall of Babylon, and 
the deftruction of the Affyrian, and every thing elfe 
that comes to pafs in this world; there’s nothing 
comes to pafs but he has purpofed, and every thing 
he has purpofed does come to pafs: and who shall 
difanul it? not the moft powerful monarch, or 
moft powerful armies, or the moft refined councils 
of men, or the greateft politicians on earth: @nd 
his hand is firetched out, and who shall turn it back? 
or afide, from giving the blow it is defigned to 
give ; no power on earth is equal to it. 

y. 28. In the year that king Abaz died, was this 
burden.] The following heavy prophecy, concern- 
ing the deftru€tion of the Phili/lines; whether it 
was delivered out before or after his death, is not 
certain. Here fome begin the fifteenth chapter, and 
not improperly ; hencetorward prophecies are deli- 
vered out under another reign, as before under 
Uzziah, Fotham, and Abaz, now under Hezekiah. - 
This, according to Bifhop U/Ler, was 4. M. 3278, 
and of the Julian period 3988, and before the 
chriftian era 726. v 

¥. 29. Rejoice not thou, whole Paleftine, 8zc.} 
The land of the Phik/tines, the inhabitants of Pa- 
leftine are meant, who rejoiced at the death of Uz- 
ziab, who was too powerful for them, and durin 
the reign of baz, of whom they had the better ; 
and now he was dead, they hoped things would 
ftill be more favourable to them, fince a young 
prince, Hezekiah, fucceeded him; but they would 
find by fad experience, that they had no occafion 
to rejoice in thefe changes : whole Paleftine is men- 
tioned, becaufe it was divided into five diftricts 
or lordfhips, over which there were five lords, 
Folh. xiii. 3. 1 Sam. vi. 4, and as they were all re- 
joicing in their late fuccefles in Abaz’s time, and 
in hopes of {till greater, fo they would all fuffer 
in the calamity hereafter threatened: Jbecaufe the 
rod of him that Jmote thee is broken, meaning not 
Abaz, for he did not fmite the Pbiliftines, but was 
{mitten by them, for they invaded his country, and 
took many of his cities; fee 2 Chron. xxviii. 18. 
but rather Uzziah, who broke down the walls of 
their cities, and built others, 2 Chron. xxvi. 6, 7. 
wherefore they rejoiced at his death; and their joy 
continued during the reigns of fotham and Abaz, 
and was increafed at the death of 4baz, a new and 
young king being placed on the throne. Some 
underitand this of the breaking of the Affrian, the 
rod of God’s anger, ¥. 25. by whom the Philiftines 
had been fmitten, and therefore rejoiced at his ruin; 
and to this the Targum feems to incline, paraphra- 
fing it thus, ‘* becaufe the government is broken, 
** whom ye ferved.” Such that interpret in this 
way, by the /erpent after-mentioned, underftand 
Tilgath-pilnexer king of Affiria, whofe fucceffors 
were more troublefome to the Phiijfines than he; — 
and by the cockatrice, Sennacherib; and by the fie 
Jying Jerpent, Nebuchadnezzar. Cocceius thinks th 
the fenfe of the prophecy is, that the Phili/i 
fhould not rejoice at the fceptre x ta 
from the Fews, and they being carried | 
Babylon, fince it would not be to their ac 
for after Nebuchadnezzar and his 


fignified by the cockatrice,; and ir 
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pent, under Alexander, who fhould kill their root, , called to howling: cry, O city; or cities, the {e+ 
take Tyre their metropolis, at the fiege of which | veral cities of the land, as well as their chief, be- 
was a famine ; and then flay their remnant, the city | caufe of the deftruétion coming upon them. The 
of Gaza, the laft of their cities, whofe inhabitants | argum is, “ howl over thy gates, and cry over 
he flew ; but the firft fenfe of the prophecy, as it | ‘* thy cities ;” or concerning them : -/bou whole 
is moft common, fo moft eafy and natural : for | Paleftine art diffolved ; or melted , thro’ féar of ene 
out of the ferpent’s root foall come forth a cockatrice ; | mies coming upon them; or it may defign the en= 
that is, from the pofterity of Uzziah king of Fu- | tire overthrow and diffolution of their tate: for 
dab, who greatly annoyed the Philiftines, for which | there /hall come from the north a finoke 5a numerous 
reafon he is compared to a /ferpent, fhould arife | army, raifing a duft like fmoke as they move along, 
Hezekiah, compared to a cockatrice, becaufe he | and coming with great fwiftnefs, and very annoy- 
would be, and he was, more hurtful and diftreffing | ing. Some underftand this of the Chaldean army 
to them, fee 2 Kings xviii. 8 : and his fruit thall be | under Nebuchadnezzar coming from Babylon, which 
a fiery flying ferpent ; not the fruit of the cockatrice, lay north of Fudea; fo Aben Exra; to which agrees 
but of the ferpent ; and intends the fame as before, Fer. xivii. 1, 2. but moft interpret it of Hezekiab’s 
Hezekiah, likened to fuch a creature, becaufe of | army, which came from Yudea; which Kimchi fays, 
the fury and fwiftnefs with which he was to come, | lay north to the land of the Philiftines.  Cocceius is 
‘and did come againft the Pdiliftines, and the hurt! of opinion, that the Roman army is here’ meant, 
he did to themi: the ferpent to which he is com- | which came from the nofth againft Fudea, called 
pared, is called fiery or burning, becaufe it inflames | whole Palefine,; which country came into the hands 
where it bites, of which fee Numb. xxi. 6. and fly- | of the Fews after the taking of Tyre and Gaza. by 
ing, not becaufe it has wings, tho’ fome ferpents | the Greeks, and therefore the Sanhedrin, which fat 
are faid to have them ; but. becaufe when it-leaps ; inthe .gate, and the,city.of erufalem, are called 
or darts upon a man, it is with fuch fwiftnefs, that | upon to howl and cry. But the firft of thefe fenfes 
it feems to fly; the ferpent called Acontias, or ferpens | feems beft,-fince the utter deftructions of Palefine 
jaculus, is here alluded to. The Targum applies the | was. by the Chaldean army under Nebuchadnezzar ; 
paflage to the Mefifah thus, “‘ for out of the chil- | and fo the prophecy from the time of : Hezekiah, 
*¢ dren’s children of Yefé, fhall come forth the Mef- | with which. it begins, is carried on unto:the entire 
*¢’fiah, and his works fhall be among you as a| diffolution of this country by the Babylonians, And 
“* flying ferpent.”’ none thall be alone in bis appointed times when the 
¥.30. And the firft born of the poor fhall feed, &cc.] | times appointed are come, for the gathering, muf- 
That is, the ¥ews, who were brought very low in the | tering, and marching of the army, whether Heze- 
times of dbaz, reduced to the greateft ftreights and | kiah’s or the Chaldean, none fhall ftay’-at: home ; 
difficulties ; for fo the word jir/t-born may fignify | all, will voluntarily and chearfully flock unto it, 
_ the chief, or thofe who were of all the pooreft, and | and enlift.themfelves ;. nor will they feparate or 
in the greateft diftrefs ; thefe, in the times of He-| ftray from it, but march,on unanimoufly, and 
zekiah, fhall enjoy abundance of good things, and | courageoufly engage the enemy, till the victory is 
under his gentle government fhall feed like a flock | obtained. _ dben Ezra underftands this of the Péz- 
of fheep in good paftures; this fignifying, that | //times, that they fhould not be able to abide: alone 
tho” he fhould be like a ferpent, hurtful to his | in their palaces and houfes, becaufe of the fmoke 
enemies, yet fhould be kind and tender unto, and | that fhould come in unto them. 
take great care of his own fubjects, and under) y. 32. What fhall one then anfwer the meffengers 
whom they fhould have great plenty and profpe- | of the nation 2? &c.] Or nations, of.any of the na- 
rity: and the needy fhall lie down in fafety, like a| tions. Not the meflengers fent to, Hezekiah, If. 
flock of fheep, fecure from beafts of prey, under | xxxix. 1. but rather fuch as were fent to him, to 
the care of a faithful and vigilant fhepherd ; this | contragulate him upon his victory over the Pdiii- 
fhows that the Hews fhould not only have plenty of | /tines ; or any others that were fent, and came from 
good things, but fhould live in the greateft fecu- | other nations, that enquired about thefe maiters ; 
rity, without fear of any enemy, or danger from | and the anfwer returned 1S, . that the Lord hath 
them : and I will kill thy root with famine, this is | founded Zion, and not Hexekiab; he had given his 
faid to Paleftine, compared to a tree, whofe root is | people victory over their enemies, and protected, 
dried up for want of moifture, and fo dies ; and| defended, and eftablifhed them, and therefore ought 
the meaning is, that a fore famine fhould rage in| to have all the glory: and the poor of bis people 
their country, and utterly deftroy them: and be| fhall truft in it ; or, betake themfelves to it, as to a 
feall flay thy remnant, that is, Hezekiah fhould| place of fafety, being founded by the Lord, and, 
flay with the fword thofe that were left of the fa-| under his protection. So the church of God, which 
mine. . otten goes by the name of Zyow in feripture, is of 
y¥. 31. Howl, O gate, &c.| Or gates of the ci-| his founding ; he has laid Chrift as the foundation 
ties of Paleftine , the magiftrates that fat there to] of it, and fuch as are fenfible of their {pititual: 
execute judgment, or the people that pafied thro’ | poverty, mifery and danger, truft in him; not in 
there; or becaufe now obliged to open to their ene- | Zion, but in the foundation God has laid in Zion, 
mies ; wherefore, inftead of rejoicing, they. are | or built his church upon. 
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: HIS chapter is a prophecy of the deftruction | armed foldiers. alfo, ¥. 4. May, even the® prophet 
of the Moabites ee their principal ci- | himfelf, y. 5. the reafons.of which were the great 
ties are mentioned as made defolate, ¥. 1. the in-| drought, fo that there were no grafs, nor green 
-bitants in divers places are reprefented as weeping | thing, ¥. 6. the carrying away of their good things, 
and mourning, and fhewing various figns of it, | either by themfelves or others, ¥..7.. the flight 
¥. 2, 3. yea, not only the common people, but the | and cry of the people to the very borders of the 
Vou nr -N*..3. te Z land, 
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land, y¥. 8. and the great effufion of blood, 
¥. 9. 


y. 1, The burden 6f Moab, &c.] A heavy, 
grievous prophecy, concerning the deftruétion of 
Moab. The Targum is, “ the burden of the cup 
“* of curfing, to give Moab to drink.” This feems 
to refpect the deftruction of it by Nebuchadnezzar, 
which is prophefied of in Yer. xlviii. for that which 
was to be within three years, ch. xvi. 14. looks 
like another and diftiné&t prophecy from this; tho” 
fome think this was accomplifhed before the times 
of Nebuchadnezzar, either by Salmanefer king of 
Afpria, fome time before the captivity of the ten 
tribes, as Vitringa and others ; or by Sexnacherib, 
after the invafion of Fudea, fo Farchi. Becaufe in 
the night, Ar of Moab is laid wafte, and brought to 
filence ; this was a chief city in Moab, perhaps the 
metropolis of it; fee Numb. xxi. 28. Deut. ii. 9, 
18. ° Kimchi conjectures it to be the fame with 
4roer, which was by the brink of the river Arnon, 
Deut. ii. 36. and iii. 12. and is mentioned with. 
Dibon, as this, in Numb. xxxii. 34. of which notice 
is taken, and not of Ar, in Fer. xlvili. 19, 20. 
Some verfions take Ar to fignify a city, and render 
it, the city of Moab, without naming what city it 
was ; and the Jargum calls it by another name, 
Labajath ; but be it what city it will, it was de- 
ftroyed in the night; in’ fach a night, as Kiwechi 
interprets it; in the fpace of a night, very fud- 
denly, when the.inhabitants of it were afleep and 
fecure, and had no notice of ‘danger; and fo the 
Targum adds, *‘ and they were afleep.” Some have 
thought this circumftance is mentioned with a view 
to the night-work, that work of darknefs of Lot 
and-his daughter, which gave rife to Adoab; how- 
ever, in a night this *city became defolate, being 
taken and plundered, and its inhabitants put to the 
fword, and fo'reduced to filence; tho’ the laft 
word may as well be rendered cut off *, utterly de- 
ftroyed, being burnt or pulled down ; two words 
are made ufe of to denote the utter deftruétion of 
it: decaufe in the night, Kir of Moab is laid wafte, 
and brought to filence; either in the fame night, or 
rather in another. Kir, another city of Moab; met 
with the fame fate as dr. This is called Kir- 
harefeth, and Kir-hareth, in ch. xvi. 7, 11. and fo 
Kir-heres in Fer. xlviii. 31, 36. called Kir of Moab, 
to diftinguifh it from Kir in Afpria, Amos i. 5. 
2. Kings xvi.g. and Kir in Media, If, xxii. 6. 

¥.2. He ts gone up to Bajith, &c.} That is, 
Moab; the king or people of Moab, particularly 
the inhabitants of the above cities. Bajith figni- 
fies an houfe; and here an houfe of idolatry, as 
Kimchi interprets it ; it was an idol’s temple, very 
likely. the temple of their god Chemo/b, the fame 
which is called Beth-Baal-meon, Fofb. xiii. 17. the 
houfe of Baals habitation, and is mentioned with 
Dibon and Bamoth, as here; hither the Moabites 
went in their diftrefs, to lament their cafe, afk ad- 
vice, make fupplication, and offer facrifice: and 
to Dibon, the high places to weep; Dibon was an- 
other city of Moab, Numb. xxi. 30. where proba- 
bly were high places for idolatrous worfhip, and 
from whence it might have the name of Dibon- 
habbamoth, as it may be here called; or fince there 
was fuch a place in Moab as Bamoth, here rendered 
high places, it may be taken for.a proper name of? 
a place, Numb, xxi. 20. and the rather, fince men- 
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tion is made of Bamoth-Baal along with Dibon, and 
as diftinét from it, ‘Yo/b. xiii. 17. and Farchi inter- 
prets the words thus, ‘‘\and the men of Didom went 
“< -up to Bamoth to weep.” Kimchi takes all three 
to be places of idolatrous worfhip, and which is 
not unlikely. Moab /ball howl over Nebo, and over 
Medeba ; two cities in the land of Moab, now 
taken, plundered, and deftroyed ; the forn er_of 
thefe, Nebo, had its name either from the’ Hebrew 
word ~223, Naba, to prophefy, becaufe of th 
prophecies or oracles, hich "tis thought were de-, 
livered here from the heathen priefts, as from their — 


deities ; and among the Chaldeans, there was. a 


god of this name, // xlvi. 1. or from the Arabic. 
word Naba*, to be eminent, and fo had its name- 
from its heighth; near to it was a mountain of the; 
fame name, where Mo/es had a view of the land of. 
Cnaaan, and died, Deut. xxxii. 49, 50. and Xxxiv. In , 
of this city fee Numb. xxxii. 3, 38. Fer. xlviil. 15 
22. Feromfays?, that in his time a defart place 
called Naba was fhewed, eight miles diftant from 
the city E/bus (Hefbbon, ¥. 4.) to the fouth. The - 
latter of thefe, Medeba, is mentioned in Numb, xxi. - 
30. Fob. xili. 16. this city is by Ptolemy 3 called . 
Medava. ‘Fofephus* {peaks of it as a city of Moab, 
in the times of /exander, and Hyrcanus; fo that 
if it was now deftroyed, it was built again: and 
Ferom * fays of it, that in his days it was a city 
of drabia, retaining its ancient name, near E/ebou, 
or Hefhbon. On all their heads fhall be baldne/s 5 
that is, on the heads of the Moadites, efpecially 
the inhabitants of thefe cities that furvived the de- 
ftruction, who thro’ forrow and diftrefs, and as a 
token of mourning, tore off the hair of their 


heads, which caufed baldnefs, or elfe fhaved it; — 


and every beard cut off ; with a razor, which makes 
it probable that the hair of the head was tore off ; 
both thefe ufed to be done as figns of mourning 
and lamentation, even fhaving of the head an 
beard, Fob i. 20. Fer. vii. 29. Ezek. vii. 18. Lev, 
wh. 

¥. 3. In their frets they bail girt themfelves with 
fackcloth, &c.} Inftead of their fine cloaths, with. 
which they had ufed to deck themfelves, being a 
very proud people ; fee ch. xvi. 6. this was ufual 
in times of diftrefs on any account, as well as a. 
token of mourning for the dead ; fee Yoel i. 8, 13. 
The word for /rreets might be rendered villages, as 
diftinct from cities, that were without the walls of 
the cities, tho’ adjacent to them ; and the rather, 
feeing mention is made of ftreets afterwards: on 
the tops of their boufes, which were made flat, as 
the houfes of the Yews were, on which were battle- 
ments, Deut. xxii. 8. hither they went for fafety 
from their enemies, or to fee if they could fpy the 
enemy, or any that could affift them, and. detives 
them; or rather, hither they repaired for deyo- 
tion, to pray to their gods for help; for here it 
was ufual to have altars erected, to burn. incenfe 


. 


on to their deities ; fee 2 Kings xxili. 12. Fer, xix. 


13. Zeph. i. 5. and in fuch places the people of 
God were wont to pray, dfs x. 9: and in t, 


ran up and down to get from the enemy, and fave _ 
themfelves: every one fhall howl, weeping abun- 
dantly ; or, defcending with weeping , the tears run- 


Areets ; publickly,. as well as privately, where ey | 
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ning down his cheeks in great ate & that, 
. wi bane. zs ¥ 


his whole body was as it were watered \ 
or the meaning may be, that every one that went. 
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‘up to the temples of the idols, and to the high 
places, ¥. 2. or to the roofs of the houfes, as here, 
to pray the affiftance of their gods, fhould come 
down weeping and howling, having no fuccefs. 
¥. 4. And Hefbbon foall ery, and Elealeh, &c.] 
Two other cities in the land of Adcab. The firit 
of thefe was the city of Stbon king of the Ano- 
rites, who took it from the Moabites, Numb. xxi. 
25—30. it came into the hands of the Reubenites, 
Numb. xxxii. 3, 37. and afterwards was again pof- 
feffed by the Moabites, Fer. xlviii. 2, 345.45. Fo- 
Jepbus* calls it Ejfebon, and mentions it among the 
cities of Moad; it goes by the name of Efeuta in 
Ptolemy *; and is called E/bus by Ferom “, who 
fays it was a famous city of Arabia in his time, 
in the mountains over-againft Fericho, twenty miles 
diftant from “Yordan ; hence we read of the Ara- 
bian Efbonites in Pliny *.  Elealeh was another city 
of Moab, very near to He/bbon; and frequently 
mentioned with it, ch. xvi. 9. Numd. xxxii. 3, 37. 
Fer. xiviii. 34. Ferom fays ¥, that in his time it 
was a large village, a mile from £/lus, or Hefhbon. 
By thefe two places are meant the inhabitants of 
them, as the Targum paraphrafes it, who cried for 
and lamented the defolation that was coming, or 
was come upon them: ‘¢heir voice fhall be beard 
even unto Fabaz , fometimes called Fahazah, Fo. 
xiii. ©8. and xxi. 36. Fer. xlviii. 21. it was a fron- 
tier town, at the utmoft borders of the land, Num). 
xxi. 23. Deut. ii. 32. hence the cry of the inha- 
bitants of the above cities is {aid to reach to it, 
which exprefifes the utter deftruction that fhould be 
made; fee Fer. xlviii. 34. this is thought to be 
the fame place Ptolemy * calls Ziza. Ferom* calls it 
Fezza, as it is in the Septuagint here, and fays, that 
in his time it was fhewn between Medaba and Dedla- 
thai. Therefore the armed foldiers of Meab fall cry 
out, not as when they go to battel, with courage 
and chearfulnefs, as fome have thought ; but thro’ 
fear, and as in great terror and diftrefs; and fo it 
fignifies, that not only the weak and unarmed in- 
habitants, men and women, fhould be in the ut- 
moft confufion and confteriiation, but the foldiers 
that fhould fisht for them, and defend them; who 
were accoutred, or harneffed, as the word fignifics, 
and were girt and prepared for war, as the Targum 
renders it; even thefe would be difpirited, and have 
no heart to fight, but lament their fad cafe: his iife 
foall be grievous to every one; the life of every 
Moabite would be a burden to him; he would 
chufe death rather than life; fo great the calamity: 
or the life of every foldier; or bis foul fall cry 
out, grieve or mourn for bimfelf®; for his own un- 
happy café; he fhall only be concerned for himfelf, 
how to fave himfelf, or make his efcape ; having 
none for others, for whofe defence he was fet, and 
for whom he was to fight; but would. have no 
concern for his king or country, only for him#felf. 
¥. 5. My beart fhall cry out for Moab, &c.] 
Thefe feem to be the words of the prophet, pity- 
ing them as they were fellow-creatures, tho’ ene- 
mies; which fhews humanity in him, and  fignifies 
that their calamities were very great, that a ftran- 
fhould be concerned for them, and fuch to 
whom they had been. troublefome ; fo Yarchi un- 
derftands it, who obferves the difference between 
the true and falfe prophet, particularly between 
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Tfeiah and Balaam ; but others, as Kimchi, interpret 
it of the Moabites themicives, every one exprefiing 
their concern for the defolation of their country ; 
and fo the Zargum, ** the Mocbites fhall fay in 
*¢ ‘their hearts :” “bis fugttives fhall flee uste Zear ; 
a city where Lot fied to, when he came out of So- 
dom, to which ’tis thought the allufion is, fee Gen. 
xix. 20,22. the meaning feems to be, that thofe 
that efcaped out of the above cities, when taken and 
deftroyed, fhould flee hither for fafety : the words 
may be fupplied thus, bis fugidives fhall cry out wate 
Zoar; that is, thofe that flee from other places, 
fhall cry fo loud as they go along, that their cry 
fhall be heard unto Zoar, Fer. xlviii. 34: an heifer 
of three years old; which is not to be underftood of 
Zoar in particular, or of the country of Adcad in 
general, comparable to fuch an heifer for fatnefs, 
ftrength, beauty, and lafcivioufnefs; but of the cry 
of the fugitives, that fhould be very loud and cla- 
morous, like thie lowing of an ox, or an heifer in 
its full ftrength, which is heard a great way, fee 
i Sam. Vi. 9, 12. Fer. xiviii. 34. Dr. Lighijoot * 
conjectutes that Eglath Shelifbiah, tranflated an heifer 
of three years old, is the proper name of a place; 
and obferves, that there was another place in this 
country called. £z-Lglaim, Ezek. xlvu. 20: which 
being of the dual number, fhows that. there were 
two £ge/s, in reference to which this may be called 
the third Eglath ; and fo the words may be ren- 
dered, bis fugitives fhall flee unto Loar, unto ibe 
third Eglath, and he further conjectures, that this 
may be the Necla of Ptclemy“*, mentioned. by him 
in Arabia Petrea, along with Zoera; and alfo to 
be the Ageia of Fofepbus*, reckoned with Zoara 
and Orofai, and other cities of Moab: for by the 
mounting up of Lubith, with weeping joall they go it 
up; which feems to have been a very high place, 
and the afcent to it very great; and as the Adoabites 
went up it, whither they might go for fafety, they 
fhould weep greatly, thinking of their houtes and 
riches they had Jett to the plunder of the enemy, 
and the danger of their lives they were. ftill. in. 
This place is thought by fome to be the fame with 
the. Ly/a of Ptolemy‘, Fofephus* calls it Lyjas Fe- 
rom * fays in his time it was a village between reo- 
polis and Zoara, and went by the name of Luitha s 
it is mentioned in Fer, xIvill. 5: for in the way of 
Horonaim they fhall raife up a cry of déeftrucion ; of 
Moab, and the feveral cities of it; or. of breaking, 
of breaking down of walls and of houles. The Zar- 
gum is, ** the cry of the broken (or conquered) 
“ in battel ;” whoie bones are broken, or however 
their ftrength, fo that they are obliged to furren- 
der ; or a broken cry, fuch as is made when there 
is a multitude of people together, and in great di- 
ftrefs. The word Horonaim is of the dual number, 
and fignifies two Horons, the upper and the lower, 
as fay Kinichi and Ben Melech ; which is true of 
Beth Horon, if that was the fame place with this, 
Foo. xvi. 3, 5. By Fofepbus.” it is called Oronas . 
and Orene; it is taken by fome to be the vara 
of Piolemy*, it feems by the Targum, that as Lu- 
bith was a vety high place, this lay low, fince.it 
renders it, “ mthe defCent of Horonaim ;” to which 
its’ name’ agrees, which fignifies Caverns ; and men- 
tion is made of Beth Horon in the valley, along 
with Beth Nimrab'. * 
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¥. 6. For the waters of Nimrim fhall be defolate, 
&c.] Or dried up, through a great drought that 
fhould come upon the land at this time; or being 
defiled with the blood of the flain, as Farchi: it 
may denote the well watered paftures about Nim- 
vim, that fhould become the forage of the enemy, 
and be trodden under foot by its army, or be for- 
“faken by the proprietors of them. Yo/epbus ™ {peaks 
of fountains of hot water {pringing up in the coun- 
try of Perea, where Nimrim was, of a different 
tafte, fome bitter, and others fweet; which Dr. 
Lightfoot * faggefts, might be thefe waters of Nim- 
rim, and according to the Ferufalem Talmud °, Beth 
Nimrab was in that part of the country which was 
called the valley, and fo was very fruitful with 
fprings of water. The word is in the plural num- 
‘ber, and may defign more places of the fame name; 
and we read of Nimrah and Beth Nimrah, Num. 
xxxil. 3, 36. Ferom? calls it Nemra, and fays it 
was a large village in his time; it feems to have its 
name from panthers or leopards, of which there 
‘might be many in thefe parts: for the hay is wi- 
thered away, the grafs faileth, there is no green thing ; 
by which it feems that the defolation fpoken of was 
not merely thro’ the forage and trampling of the 
enemy’s army, but by a drought. 
¥. 7. Therefore the abundance they have gotten, 
and that which they have laid up, &c.] The. great 
fubftance which the Moadites had got, and hoarded 
up: jhall they carry away to the brook of the wil- 
lows; either the Moabites fhould carry their fub- 
ftance to fome brook, it may be near Nimrim, 
where many willows grew, and caft it into the 
brook, or lay it by the brook-fide, in fome private 
place, or under, and among the willows, to pre- 
ferve it from the enemy; or elfe the meaning is, 
that their enemies fhould take what they had with 
a great deal of labour got, and with a great deal 
of care had laid up, and carry it to the brook of 
the willows, fome place without the city, and there 
divide it; or to the valley of the Arabians 4, as 
fome render it, fome part of 4vabia lying between 
Moab and Babylon, whither they might carry it, in 
order to the conveyance of it into their own coun- 
try at a proper time: it may be obferved, that the 
country of Moab came after this into the hands of 
the Arabians, and according to Ferom, the valley 
of Arabia \ay in the way fromm Moad to Affria ; but 
it may be rendered, the valley of the willows, and 
defign the land of Babylon,’ or Babylon itfelf, which 
was built in a’plain, or on a flat by the river Ev- 
phrates, out of which many canals and rivulets 
were cut and derived, near to which willows in 
great abundance grew, as they ufually do in marfhy 
and watery places ; hence the Jews in Babylon are 


1,2. which fenfe is approved of by Boe 
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faid.to hang their harps upop the willow ic 
were by hea fo Farchi thinks the land of 
Babylon is meant, and compares it with ea shat 
i 

Vitringa.. The Septuagint verfion is, ** I will bring 
‘‘ upon the valley the Arabians, and they hall 
“ take it;” and the Targum is, ‘* their border, 
“¢ which is by the weftern fea, fhall be taken from 
them.” i t Seas 

y¥.8. here the cry is gone round about the bord 
of Moab, &c.] The cry of deftruction, and hoy 
becaufe of it ; the places mentioned, as is obferved, 
by fome, being upon the borders of the land. 
He/bbon was on the.north-eaft, E/ealeh on the north- 
welt, Fahaz on the fouth-weft, Horenaim farther 
weft, Zoar the utmoft weft, and the places follow- 
ing feem to be upon the borders likewile: the bow!- 
ing thereof unto Eglaim ; which word fignifies a 
border, and fo the Arabic word Agalon; fome take 
it to be the fame with the brooks of Armen, Num. 
xxi. 13, 14. faid to be the border of Moab: and 
the howling thereof unto Beer Elim; the fame with 
Beer, Num. xxi. 16. called Beer Elim, or the weil 
of the mighty ones, being dug by the princes, of 
Tfrael, ¥. 18. 1nd 

y¥.9. For the waters of. Dimon foall be full of 
blood, &cc.] Of the flain,.as the Zargum adds. 
This was a river in the land of Moab, as fay Far- 
chi and Kimchi; it-had.its name from the blood of 
the flain. Some take it to be the name of a city, 
and the fame with Dibon, y.2. but becaufe of the 
abundance of blood fhed in it, got this new name; — 
and the Vulgate Latin verfion here calls it Dibon; 
and the Syriac verfion Ridon ; and the Arabic yer- 
fion Remmon: for I will bring more upon Dimon’, 
or additions* ; not merely add blood to the waters 
of the river, as Farchi and Kimchi; but bring ad- 
ditional evils and plagues, as dbem Ezra. -The 
Targum interprets it, ‘*. the congregation of an 
“¢ army ;” but what thefe additions were, are. ex- 
plained in the next claufe: Jions. upon him that 
efcapeth of Moab, and upon the remnant of the lands | 
or a lion*; the meaning is, that fuch who efcaped 
the fword, fhould be deftroyed by lions, or other - 
beafts of prey, which was one of the Lord’s four 
judgments, £zek. xiv. 21. The Targum is, a 
‘“‘ king fhall afcend with his army, and fo fpoil © 
“¢ the remainder of their land ;” and ben Ezrg 
interprets it of the king of Afjria, and Farchi of 
Nebuchadnezzar, who is called a lion, Jer. iv. 7. 
and the fenfe is thought to be this, that whom Sen- 
nacherib king of Affjria fhould leave, Nebuchad- 
nezzar fhould deftroy. The Septuagint and Arabic 
verfions render the laft claufe, she remnant of Adama, 
a city of Moab; fo Cocceius. reg i 
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es chapter is a continuation of the pro- 
phecy againft Moab in which the prophet 
gives good advice, but in cafe of a haughty neglect 
of it, which he forefaw, threatens with ruin, and 
fixes a time for it. He advifes the Moabdites to 
pay their tribute to the king of Yudah, or other- 
wife they fhould be turned out of their Jand, as a 
bird out of its neft, ¥. 1, 2. to protect, and not be- 
tray the people of the Yews that fhould flee to them, 
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becaufe of the Affyrian army, ¥. 3,4. and for 
end gives a great character of the king of 7 
and affures them of the ftability of his kir 
¥.5. but for their pride, wrath, and lying, 
are threatened with deftruction, and are repre 
as howling under it, y. 6, 7. becau tt 
of their cities, vineyards, and fields, - 
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for which even the prophet expreffés a concern, 
y¥. 11. and after having obferved the application of 
the Moabites to their Gods without fuccefs, y. 12. 
the chapter is clofed with an affurance of the cer- 
tain ruin of Moab, and of the time when it fhould 
be, ¥-.13,.14, 


Ch. xvi. v.I—4. 


¥.1. Send ye the lamb to the ruler of the land, 
&c.] Or tribute, as the Largum rightly interprets 
it. The Moadites being conquered by David, paid 
tribute to him, 2 Sam. viii. 2. and when, the. king- 
dom was divided in Rebobogm’s time, .the.tribute 
was paid:to the kings of J/rael, which continued 
till the times of 2bad, when the Moabites rebelled, 
and refufed to pay it, 2 Kings iii. 4, 5. and, this 
tribute, as appears from, the pafflage now referred 
to, was. paid in lambs.and rams; which now they 
are bid to pay to the king of Judah, David's law- 
ful heir and fucceffor in his kingdom; who is fup- 
poled to be meant by the ruler of the land, that-1s, 
of the land of Fudab, whote reigning king .at.this 
time was Hezekiah: but rather by. the ruler, of the 
land, is meant the. king.of Mod, .for.,the words 
may be rendered more agreeable to. the language 
and the accents, fend ye. the lamb (or lambs,,:the 
fingular forthe plural).O ruler of the, land *, 
tho’ others, jerd ye the;damb of rhe ruler. .of, the 
land* ; that iseither,.O king of Moab fend the 
tribute that is.due;.or ye people, of the land fend 
the tribute which your ruler owes to the, king, of 
Judah; fo Farchi underftands it of the king of 
Moab : fome indeed expound the ruler. of the land, 
of God himielf, who is the governor of the,world; 
and take the fenfe to be,.that the Moadites are bid 
to fend a lamb, or lambs,..for facrifice, to.the God 
of the whole earth, in order) to ,appeafe him, .and 
atone for their fins ;, which. is-faid either ferioufly, 
as fome think, this being to. anfwer a good, pur- 
pers or ironically, as others, it being now too late ; 
ut the fenfe, given is the beft;..in the J almud.™.it 
is applied to Nebuchadnezzar, ruler.of the , land, 
who came to the mount: of the daughter. of. Zion, 
by the way of rocks and mountains, The. Zargum 
applies it to. the Meffiah, paraphrafing it, thus, 
<* they fhall be bringing tributes. to. the Chrift,,of 
* /rael, who is ftrong over;them.” | Ferom, in- 
terprets it of Chrift, the lamb of God, the ruler 
of the world, or who was_.to_be.facrificed. to the 
ruler of the world; who defcended from Ruth the 
Moabite/s, who he fuppofes is meant by the rock 
of the wildernefs, as he renders the next. claufe: 
from Sela to the wilderuefs, unto the mount of. the 
daughter of Zion ; according to Kimchi, and.others, 
Sela was the. chief city of the kingdom of Moad. 
The word fignifies a rock; it is. the, fame,with 
Petra*, the chief city of Arabia, and from whence 
Arabia Peivea had_its name. . Some take it to be 
Selah, the chief, city of Edom, afterwards called 
Fokthecl, 2. Kings xiv. 7. it was a,frontier city, and 
lay upon. the borders of Moab and Edom to the 
fouth; as the wildernefs of Yordaz was.on.the bor- 
der of Acah to the north, and is thought tobe 
here meant ;,or according to /ztringa, the, plains 
of Fericho, the fame with the wildernefs of Judea, 
where Yohu the Baptif} came preaching ; which lay 
in the way from, Se/a or Petra, the chief city.in 
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Moab, unto Ferufalem.. Strabo” fays of Petra, the 


metropolis of the Nadateans, that it lies in a plain, 
furrounded, with rocks..and precipices, and within 
it fountains and gardens, and without it a large 
country, for the, moft, part. defert, efpecially.to- 
wards Judea, and from, hence. it, is, a, journey of 
three or four days to. ¥ericho.; and-fo the fenfe is, 
fend the lambs, or the tribute, from, Se/a, or Petra, 
the chief..city of Moab; fend them, I fay, to the 
wildernefs of , Fudea,, or, by the way of that, even 
to. mount Zion or Ferufalem, the metropolis of Fu- 
dea, and the feat of the king of it, . 
¥.2. For. it foall be, &c.}.. Or,. otherwife it fhall 


bes if, ye do. not. pay. ‘this, tribute; shat es a 


wandering bird aft out of the neft ; or, 5, awander- 
ing bird, the nef? fent. out, that is, asa bird that 
has forfaken its neft, and wanders about, and. its 
young ones, are turned.out of the nett, {carcely 
fledged, and. unable, to-fhift for themfelyes,-but 
flutter about here and there, trembling and frighted, 


tee Prov, xxvi. 2: fo,the daughters of Moab fhall be 


at the fords of Arnon., turned out of. their houses, 
wandering up and down, not knowing where to 


go; unable to help themfelves, and in the utmoft 


fright and.confternation, fleeing to the. very bor- 
ders,of their land, as the fords of Arnon were, fee 


Numb. XXi. 135 14. 


Wu 3 Lake counfel, emecute judgment, &c.] “This 
refers either to what goes before, that. they would 
take the counfel given, .and do that which was juft 
and sight, by paying.tribute,to the king of Fudah ; 
or to what follows, .that.they would enter sinto a 
confultation, the king of Moab with: his: nobles, 
and refolye upon what,was right and do it, by pro- 
teCting and. harbouring, the diftrefled Jews, who 
would, flee unto them from: the enemy: make. thy 


foadow.as the night in. the. midft of the noon-day; a 


time, of the greateft. heat, to which the “fyrian 
army, for) its. force and fury, and the mifchief done 
by it;,is compared. and the Moabites they are ad- 
vifed to. make a fhadow;,as large and. as {trong as 
the dark night, that is, to protect the Fews.in their 
diftrefs, and:to.refrefh and comfort them under it, 
fee chap. iv. 6., and xxy..4,5: bide the out-cafts; 
fuch as were, driven out.of their land thro’ the fury 
and perfecution of the enemy, receive-and conceal 
as Rabab did the fpies :, bewray not him that wan- 
dereth ;. from his native place, as a bird from its 
neft, being forced to it; fuch an one, or as many 
as may be, in fuch a.cafe, don’t difcover, them 
where they are, or betray them, and deliver them 
up into the hands of their enemy. 

Yi. Ain Let, mine out-cafis dwell with thee, &c.] 
Not whom God had caft out, but who were the 
Lord’s people, and whom he owns as fuch, tho’ 
caft out by the enemy, or obliged to flee, and quit 
their country ;, let thefe be fojourners in thy land ; 
let them continue a while there; lev them dwell 
privately and peaceably : Moab, be thou a covert to» 
them. from the face of the fpoiler, that is, O king 
of Moab, or kingdom of Moab, as the Targum, 
hide and proteét,the ews. that fhall flee to thee for 
thelter, from the face of the fpoiler of their land 
and fubftance; Sewnacherib king of Afjyria ; and to 
encourage them to do thefe things, it is fuggefted, 
that they would not be long troublefome to ie 5 
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will all be of no effe&t, for God refiftech the proud, — 
fee Fer. xlviii.'30. _ It maybe rendered; zor night, 
thar of bis diviners*, their words and-works, whavthey 
fay or do ; fo the word is uféd in chap. xliv. 250% 
V7. Lherefore foall Moab bowl for Moab, Sex] 
One Moabite fhall mourn for another; ‘the livihty 
for. the dead ; or one part of the country for\an- 
other; or to Moab, they fhall howl in’ turns %an- 
fwering to one another : every one /ball bowl s,every 
Moabite, or the whole country of Mozb thall/howl, 
being every where’ defolate: for the foundations\of 
Kir-barefeth fhall ye mourn, furely they are firicken ; 
this was a very principal city in the land of Moad, 
and avery ftrong one, fee 2 Kings iii.25: It fignifies, 
according to fome, the city of the fun, {6 calledjait 
may be, becaufe the fun was worfhipped here yor 
according to othérs, the earthen city, or city of brick, 
becaufe its houfes and walls were made of -brick ; 
and fo the Vulgate Latin verfion renders it, the walls 
of burnt brick. Now this ftrong city was tolbe 
rafed even to the foundations, fo that thefe would 
be difcovered, which would-occafion mourning to 
its inhabitants, and thofe of other placesi: ‘Kimebi 
interprets #he foundations, of the great’ men and 
princes of Moab, fee Fer. xlviii. 31. fo the Targum, 
“¢ and they {hall howl over the men of the city Of 
“their ftrength;” R. Yonah, of the men of ‘the 
army, the foundation of the kingdom ; fo Ben Me- 
lech. The word tranflated foundations, fionifies alfo 
flagons of bottles, and fo ben Ezra and “Abendana 
underftand it heré ; and accordingly the words may 
be thus rendered, for the bottles of Kir-barefeth foall 
ye mourn, vertly they are broken“; this agrees with 
the fignification of the word in Hof. iii. 1. Cantoiig. 
and with what follows, concerning the vine of 876+ 
mab the reafon of the mourning feems:to be, that 
there would be no wine; and the bottles would lie 


‘and-would. quickly, be in a capacity of requiting 
sthem, arid ‘of: being. ferviceable to them in like 
diftrefs :, forthe extortioner is at an end 3 or. the 
fqucexers ot wringer ont +; that opprefied them, and 
wrung their, property out of their hands; that 
milked them out.of their fubftance, and even fucked 
-their-blood; meaning the Arian monarch, whofe 
-time was fhort, and an end was foon put to all his 
{chemes and oppreffions: the Spoiler ceafeth; out of 
the land, being obliged to. depart. out of it 2 the 
‘opprefors are-confumed out of the land; the Afpyrian 
army, and its officers, wlio were all confurhed in 
-one night by an angel, 2 Kings xix. 35. sil} 
5. And in mercy foall the throne be eftablifoed, 
-&c.] That is, the throne of Hezekiah, and his go- 
vernment over Fudah, which was more firmly fet- 
tled and eftablifhed after the overthrow of the Afy- 
rian army, thro’ the mercy of God vouchfafed to 
-him, and-on account of the merey he exercifed 
among his fubjeéts, fee Prov. xx. 28. Hezekiah was 
a type of Chrift, and his throne typical of his, 
and the ultimate. view of the’ prophecy may’ be ‘to 
the ftability of the kingdom of Chrift ; fo the Zar- 
gum, ‘. then, the Chrift of J/rael, his throne fhall 
be eftablifhed in goodnefs :? and he fhall fit upon it 
in truth, which does not fo much intend the reality 
of his fitting there, as his continuance, fignified by 
fitting, and the conftancy and ftability of his reign, 
or his, governing with faithfulnefs’ and truth : iz 
the tabernacle of David; or tent 5, meaning his pa-. 
lace, or houfe in Ferufalem, alluding to his having 
-been a fhepherd before he was.a king, or referring: 
to the-unfettled ftate of David’s houfe; this was 
typical of the church of God, where Chrift fits and 
reigns asking, fee Amos ix. 11; the-Largum is, 
<¢ in the city of David; Ferufalem, as Aben Ezra: 
judging and feeking judgment ; acting the part of a 
righteous, faithful, and diligent judge ; feeking’ to : abt 
do juftice to the poor and needy, and fearching |’ y.8. For the fields of Hefhbon languifh, &c.) Thro 
into the caufe that comes before him, to find out, | drought; or becaufe of the forage of the enemy, 
and take the right fide of it: and hajfting righte- | and their treading upon them, or becaufe: there 
oufunefs; not. delaying juftice, protracting a caufe, | were no men left to till and manure them. Of Hefh- 
deferring the fentence, and the execution of it, but | 40”, fee the note on chap. xv. 4. ‘It feems to have 
difpatching the whole as: fpeedily as’ maybe ; all | been a place famous for fields and paftures, and to 
which charaéters, tho’ they may be found in Heze- | have ‘been a very fruitful and well watered. place; 
kiah, yet are much more eminently in Chrift. hence we.read of the fifh-pools in He/hbon, Gant. 
¥. 6. We have heard of the pride of Moab, &c.}| vii. 4. tho’ Aben Ezra and Kimchi think the word 
Thefe are.the words of the prophet, ‘either’ in-the | fignifies vines, as they fuppofe it does im Dent. 
name of the Lord, or in‘the perfon of the Jews, | xxxii. 32: and the vine of Sibmah; called Shebam, 
or of other nations, who had heard very frequently, | and:Shidmab, in Numb. xxxii. 3, 38. thought to be 
and from.many perfons, and from every quarter, | the Seba of Ptolemy* ; and feems:to have been’ fa= 
of the exceflive pride of this people, and had many | mous for vines and vineyards: the lords of the. 
inftances of it related to them, which foretold their | heathen have broken down the principal plants thereof ; 
ruin.;. for. pride comes before a fall: (he és very | that is, the Chaldeans and their army, and the com= 
proud;) tho’ his original was fo bafe:and infamous ; | manders and principal officers of it, dealing with 
and therefore. there is little reafon to hope or-expeét | them ‘as the Turks do with vines, wherever ‘they 
that he would take the advice above given him, | meet with them, deftroy them ; tho’ Ferchi and 
or do the good offices for the Fews he was exhorted | Kimchi interpret all this figuratively, both here, and 
to; his pride was fuch, that he would defpife the | in the above claufes, of the inhabitants of) thefe 
counfel of God, and would never {toop to do any | places, the multitude of the common people, and 
favour for his people : even of bis baughtine/s, and | their princes, fome being killed, and others carried 
bis pride, and his wrath, of his contempt of the | captive; to which fenfe is the Targum, poe 
people of God, and his wrath againft them: dut | ‘* the armies of He/hton are fpoiled, the multitude 
bis lies {hall not.Le fo; or, bis firength hall. not be | * of Sebama are killed, the kings ‘of they people 
fos as his wrath: he-fhall not be able to:do what | ‘* have killed their rulers :” they are come even unto 
in his pride and wrath he faid he would do} all-his | Fazer; meaning: either the Chaldean army,.or'the 
wicked thoughts and devices, all his haughty and | Moadites, who had fled hither; or rather this is:to. 
wrathful expreffions, will fignify nothing ; they | be underftood of the vines of Sibmabyre ing 


ufelef$, and-be broken. 
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thevexcellency and. large’ fpread of them, which 
reached even to ‘fazer; which, as Yerom fays ', was 
fifteen miles from Hefbbon, called Faazer, Numb. 
XXi632. and xxxii. 35: fee Fo/b. xxi. 39 : they wan- 
dered thro the wildernefs, the wildernefs of Moaé, 
Deut. ii. 8. not the lords of the heathen, nor* the 
Moabites, but the vines and their branches, which 
crept along, and winded to and fro, as men wander 
about : her branches are ftretched out ; that is, the 
branches of the vine of Sibmah: they are gone over 
the jea's the dead fea, called the fea of Fazer, Fer. 
xlviii. 320 or rather a lake near that city. 
¥. g» Therefore I will bewail with the weeping of 
Fazer, the vine of Sibmah, &c.) That is, bewail the 
one, as he had done the other, both places with 
the fruits about them being deftroyed by the ene- 
my; ortherefore with weeping I will bewail (moft 
vehemently lament, an ufual Hebraifm) Fazer, and 
the vine of Sibmch , the prophet here perfonates the 
Moabvites weeping for their vines more efpecially, 
they being a people addiéted to drunkennefs, in 
owhichotheir father was begotten; hence Bacchus 
is\faid tobe the founder of many: of their:cities, 
fee Fery xlviii. 32. The Targum is, ‘\as 1: have 
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gi 
by fuffering ‘the: enemy to ‘come in among them, 
which had deftroyed their vintage, and fo prevented 
their fhouting, and fpoiled their fong. 

Yo 11. Wherefore-my bowels foall found like a barp 
for Moab, &¢\] “Making a noife as the harp does, 
and a mournful one as that, when ufed at funerals, 
which it makes when ‘it: is ftricken. or’ played on 
with the hand, as thefe were, thro’ the affli€tive and 
punitive hand of God! and which, when ftricken, 
caufes’ a quavering of the: ftrings, to which the 
inward trembling of the bowels is compared, and 
1s very expreffive of the prophet’s fympathy, or 
thofe ‘he’ pérfonates ; for when one ftring of the 
harp is touched, the reft found.” For thefe words, 
as Kimchi fays, are fpoken’in the language of the 
Moabites; thofe that furvived, lamenting the defo- 
late ftate of their country, which muit -be very 
greatand affecting ; and to fhow that it was fo, is 
the defign of the prophet’s expreffing himfelf after 
this manner; for if it was painful to him, it muft 
be much more fo tothem; fo the Targum, ** where- 
**- fore the bowels of the’Moadites fhall found as 
**-an harp;” of the founding of the! bowels, fee 
chap. Lxiii. 15. Fer. iv. 9 : and mine inward parts 


“brought armies againft: Fazer, fo will I bring | for Kir-barefh ; the fame with Kjr-harefeth, y.7. 


“-flayers againit Sibmab:? I will water thee with 
my tears; {hed abundance of them, fee Pf. vi. 6: 
O: Hefbbon, ‘and Elealeh; perhaps alluding to the 
fith-ponds, ‘in: the former, Cant. vii..4. of thefe 
places, fee thenote’on chap: xv. 4: for the /houting 
for thy fummer fruits, and for thy barveft, is fallen 
is ceafed, fo as not to be heard; namely, the fing- 
ing and: fhouting which ufed to be made by la- 
bourers, whilft they were gathering the fummer 
fruits, or reaping the harveft, with which they 
amufed and diverted themfelves, and their fellow- 
labourers, and fo their: time and their work went 
_ on more pleafantly; or elfe that great joy and fhout- 
ing they exprefied when all was ended, fomething 
ef which nature is ftill among us at this day; but 
now in Moab, it was at an end, becaufe the enemy 
had deftroyed both their fummer fruits and harvett, 
tho’ Farchi and Kimchi interpret this fhouting of the 
enemy, of the fpoilers and: plunderers, upon their 
fummer fruits and harveft, when they deftroyed 
them ;»and fo the Targum, ‘* upon thy harveft, and 
“upon thy vintage, fpoilers have fallen ;” fo Nol- 
dins * renders the words, for upon thy fummer fruits, 
end upon thy barveft, the foouting foall fall; that is, 
the fhouting of the enemy, fpoiling their fruits and 
their harveft ; and this feems to be the true fenfe, 
fince it agrees with Yer. xlvili. 32. and the ceafing 
of the other kind of fhouting is obferved in the 
next verfe. : 

¥.10. And gladnefs is taken away, and joy out 
of the>plentiful field; 8c.) Or is gathered, tho’ 

eir harveit was not; all caufe of joy and glad- 
neis was removed; a plentiful field being foraged, 
trampled upon, and deftroyed by the enemy, and 
left defolate without any'to manure it: and in the 
vineyards there. foall be no finging; as there ufed to 
be by the menthat gathered the grapes, and trod 
the wine-prefies ; but now there would be no men 
inthe vineyards, there-being no grapes to gather 
oritread, as follows: the treaders fhall tread out no 
wine in their preffes; the way in thofe ‘times’ and 
countriés being for men to tread the grapés, and 
theiwine out of them, with their feet, in vats or 


which being a principal city; the deftruction of it 
was greatly laid. to heart: . The Targum is, ** and 
‘* their heart fhall grieve for the ren of the city 
** of etheit ftrength ;”°it’ being a ftrong city, in 
which they placed their confidence ; but being de- 
ftroyed, and the inhabitants ‘of it, it was very af- 
fecting, to which agrees Fer. xlviii. 31. 

¥. 12. And it foall come to pafs, when it is feen 
that Moab is weary on the high place, 8c.) With 
weeping there, chap, xv. 2: or with frequent facfi- 
fices, and: going from one high place to another, 
as Balak king of Moab did; and by comparing 
places together; it looks as if this was the way ot 
the Moadites in their diftrefs, to offer up a multi- 
tude of facrifices in different places ; now, when it 
fhould be feen by others, and appear to themfelves, 
that they wearied themfelves in vain, and all their 
cries and facrifices were to no purpofe, they fhould 
then be afhamed of them, leave off, and betake 
themfelves to {ome other method; tho’ Farehi in- 
terprets it of their being weary of fighting on the 
high places of their towers, which when obferved, 
they would take another courfe; and apply to de- 
votion : that be fhall come to bis fantiuary to pray ; 
‘to the temple of Chemofb,; and to pray to that idol 
to help him, 1 Kings xii7; but be foall not prevail; 
his prayers fhall be ineffectual; his fuit will be 
fruitlefs, and without fuccefs; or he cannot, that 
is, his idol cannot help him. So Kimchi interprets 
his fanétuary of the houfe of his God; and the 
Targum, of the houfé of his idolatry; yet fince 
the houfé or teinplé of an idol is never called a 
fan@tuary, it may be'underftood of God’s ‘fanc- 
tuary, the temple at Ferufalem; and the fenfe be; 
that when A/cad fhall fee that his praying and facri- 
ficing to idols are in vain, and he has tired himfelf 
with his fuperftition and idolatry; without having’ 
any redrefs, he fhall think and exprefs his defire of 
going up to the temple of Ferufalem, and of pray- 
ing to the God of J/rael; but he fhall not be able 
to do it, becaufe of the enemy ; and could he get 
thither, he would not prevail with God, for the 
decree. was gone forth, which could not be fru+ 


vefiels, and not in preffes with {crews and weights, | ftrated, as follows. Ben Melech interprets it of the 


as now: J have made their vintage-fhouting to ceafe;| palace of the king. 
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calt 32 Lhis is the wvordthet the Lord hath [poken 
concerning Moab, &e.}.‘Ebat-is, this prophecy now 
delivered out,.-is what’comes from the Lord; it is 
the word of the ‘Lord,, and «not .of .maa, . and'-fo 
fhall certainly come’ ‘to. pafs;; when this word was 


fpoken, follows: fnce-that time, tromverernity, as 
fome, -and fo refer’ it.Jto aheidecree of Godiwithin} 


himfelf; or from the time that Moa was.in being; 
ora’ nation;:as others’;.or from the time ‘that Ba- 
lak-hited' Balaam to curfe:d/rael, fo Farchi 3 or ra- 
ther: fromthe time that the Lord made known his 
mind-and will, concerning this matter, to the pro- 
phet Voiah::. for it fhould be'renderedy this: is that 
word-which the Lord fpake ‘concerning Moab then’ ; 
that is, at the time or ’year in which bez died, 
ch. xiv.28..and is. obferved; ito diftinguith it from 
what the prophet {poke;on,.was: about to {peak,. 
now orfrom this timé, .concerning him, as in the 
nextsverferi:. i » ator! fo ft 

yo vp. But now the: Lord hath fpoken, -8c.] 
Something, elfe-» What: follows is a diftinct pro- 
phecy from ‘the former!and has a date annexed_to' 
it, when it! fhould: be fulfilled: » the former pro- 
phecy felatesito the utter deftruction. of the Moabd- 
ites by the Babylonians, in<the times, of Nebuchad- 
nexzar sot whichsFereny,) Ch. xlviii. :prophefies, in 
much’ thei fame language as:d/jziah; and fo Farchi 
obferves; thatthe final deftraction of -AZoad. was 
by: the hand of: Nebuchadnezzar : but this was of a 
leffer_ nature, /and. to be accomplifhed; in a fhort 
time, either by Salmanefer;-or By’ Sennacherid king 
of Afyria, or Efar-haddon his- fon: faying, within 
thrée years; as the years of an bireling ; that is, pre- 
cifely’ and :exactly three. years; neither’ more nor 
fewWer} neither fooner- nor-later ; as whatever time 
is'agreed upon by an hireling, as foon, ds ever it 
is out, which:he often! thinks of, and counts ex- 
attly, -he demands) his wages, and: his- freedom. 
Some think this prophecy! bears date: with the for- 
mer, concerning the Phiiifines, which was the-year 
king Abaz died, ch. xXive 28. and:fo had: its ac- 
complifhment in.the fourth year of Hezekiah, when 
Salmanefer came up againtt Samaria *> and.took 
Moab in his way, 2 Kings xviii: 9. others, that it 
was given out in the fourthyear of Hezekiah, when 
the Afprian befieged Semaria, and afteri three years 
took it, and then returned: and fell upon the Moab- 
ites.; others place it in the: eleventh year of Heze- 
kiab, and fuppofe it to befulfilled in his fourteenth 
by Sennacherid, about the fame ‘time he came up 


and took’ the fenced cities-of Judab, and befieged 


CHAP. XVIt. 


I. AQ A. Ghixvn 8.135 1 


Serufalems. 2: Kings xviiid: 1g. ahdiwitlythis agree the 
‘Fewi/h writers’, whofe rwords are thefe,» ‘* aften 
“* thofe things, and the eftablifhment thereof) Sens 
* nachertb king of Afyria came into Fudah,, 2 Obrom: 
“XXXiiols and at the fame time: tent Lerten, to, 
Afadod, A foxx ve who -over-ran sthe . 2iiinonites, 
sand Moabites;)who helped him whenshe befieged. 
‘fe Samaria three years; that it might be.ful 
“what is faid J) xvi. 14. at the famertimeghe 
“king of Afjria: fent Rab/bekah from Lakifhard 
< Fernjfalem.” Upon which Kimcht obferves;asvan 
interpretation of the phrate,.as the\yeansyofvan, ihe 
Jing; “itis, as if it was faid, becaufe they helped 
“6 the king of s2fffria three\ years ‘againtt Samaria; 
“© it-was as if they hac) been hired ;)cherefore thep 
“* fel by, his hand, and the-glory of Adeeb was 
‘© ji¢ht inthe hand of the-king ef Afpria:’, -But 
jothers make ‘it\ to: be. three years after this timey 
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‘but verychikely it! might: be later fill, abour the 


‘eighteenth or nineteenth: year of Hezekiah; as: Ga= 

taker thinks, who, imchis notes on-this place, vhas 

‘collectédeall thefe fenfes; and made his obférva- 

‘tions on them ; and fo»had its accomplifhment in 

‘fome expedition of Lfar-baddex, who greatly wéak- 

‘enedcand 'impoverifhed the country of Moaby tho* 

jhe did not-deftroy it, and which was -anvearneft. 
jand pledge of the utter deftruction:of it beforespros 

‘phefied of. Noldius renders it, after three years} 

'andifo Grotius : it-was in the firft year of Hegzes 

|kiab, as Noldius obferves, that this;was faid.;~and 

jin the fourth year of his reign, Sa/manajerycame 

jagainft Samaria, and in-his way was: the beginning 

jof this deftruction, and:buta beginning ofsit,sas 

shevobferves; yet a pledge of the confummation by 

Nebuchadnezzar, whichiwas*long after:thefe three 

years.ot U/aiah. . And the glory of Moab jhall be con= 
temned with all that great multitude, of citiesvand. 

‘towns, of the inhabitants of: them,: and! of -wealely 

‘and riches, things in-which doa gloried, and! were 

teckoned weighty and heavy things ; thefe wereac# 

‘counted:light by the king of Ajpria, who fpoiled 

ithemy:or !at‘leaft greatly diminifhed them 3. and \thé 

remnant fhalk-be very fmall and feeble; ox, notwmighty 

‘or firong ;thofe that were not cut off bythe vj 

‘rian army, would be but few, and thefe weak and 
ftrengthlefs, being difpoffefled of their ‘cities,cand 
of their Wealth ; tho’, in procefs of time, betweett 

this}, and: the fulfillment ofthe former prophecy, 

j}and that of Feremy, they recovered themfelvesy and. 

‘'becamevery numerous and flourifhing» 


\HIIS chapter contains a prophecy of the ruin | ties; andyof their fields and vineyards, was their 


. of Syria and J/rael, the ten tribes, who were 
in alliance ; and. alfo.of the;overthrow of the Afy- 
rian army, that fhould come againtt Judah: ‘The 
deftruction .of Damaftus,, the metropolis of Syria, 
and of other cities, is threatened; ¥. 1, 2: yea, of 
the whole kingdom of Syria; together with Ephraim 
or the ten tribes, and Samaria the head of them, 
¥~3. whofe deftruction is expreffed by various fi- 
milies, as by thinneis and leannefs; and by the reap- 
ing and igathering of corn, ¥. 4,5. and yet a rem’ 
nant fhould be: preferved,. compared to, gleaning 


grapes, and a few betries on an. olive-tree, who | 


fhould look to. the Lord, and not to idols, |‘ y..6;, 
7, 8. and the reafon of the defolation of their ci< 


. | So-Noldius,.Ebr, Conecord.*Part. 
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forgetfulnefs. of the Lord, y: 9, 10, rr. andi the 
chapter is clofed with a prophecy of therdefeatiof 
‘the Afprian-army, who are compared for tHeifmmals 
titude and,noife to the feas; and to mighty waters, 
andthe noifé:and rufhing of them, your's. andwyer 
fhould be, at the rebuke of God, as chaff, or’ 
fmall light thing, before.a bluftering windy yrrgs 
and who, in the evening, would be a trouble to. 
the Jews, and be dead béfore morning ;) which 
was to be the portion of the fpoilers and: plunderers 
of the Lord’s people, y. 14, 11 OF aR IT: 
 ¥. ta The burden of Damafcus, 8c.) A heavy 
and grievous prophecy, concerning the 


zk See Prideaux, Connex. pars 1. Bir. p, 18, So Vitringa. E 
he 
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of it; the Arabic verfion is, ‘* the prophecy of | fubjec unto others, as it has been ever fince : they 


“* Jjaiah concerning Damafcus 3? and the Targum 
is, ** the burden of the cup of curfing to give 
“ Damefeusto drink.” Bebold Damafcus is taken 
eway from being a city; a kingdom, as the Targum, 
it was the head of one, but now its walls were de- 
molifhed, its houfes pulled down, and its inhabi- 
-tants carried captive; this was done by Tilgazh- 
pilnexer king of Affyria, 2 Kings xvi. g. it had been 
avery ancient city, fee Ge. xv. 2. and the head 
of the kingdom of Syria, ch. vii. 8. and tho’ it 
underwent this calamity, it was rebuilt again, and 
was acity of great fame, when deftroyed by Ne- 
buchadnezzar, Fer. xlix. 24, 25. after which it was 
raifed up again, and was in being in the apoftle’s 
time, and {till is, és ix. 2. 2 Cor. xi. 32: and 
it foall be a ruinous heap; or a heap of ftones, as 
the Zergum and Kimchi interpret it. A behold is 
pretixed to the whole, as being very wonderful 
and remarkable, unthought of, and unexpected. 
¥. 2. The citres of Aroer are forfaken, &c.] The 
inhabitants of them being flain, or carried cap- 
tive, or obliged to flee. Aroer was a city by the 
river Arnon, on the borders of Moab and Ammon, 
Deut. ii. 36..and ili. 12. it was originally in the 
hands of the Awmorites, and fometimes in the hands 
of the Moabites and Ammonites, it was given by 
Maojfes to the Reubenites and Gadites, from whom it 
was taken by the Syrians, and in whofe poffeffion 
it feems to have-been at, this time ; fee 2 Kings x. 
33. tho’ Farchi thinks it was now in the hands of 
Pekab king of I/rael, and faid to be forfaken, becaufe 
the Keudenites and Gadites were now carried cap- 
tive. Ferom™ {ays it was feen in his time, upon 
the top of the mountain. Here it feems to defign 
a country of this name, in which were many ci- 
ties. Grotius thinks it was a tract of land in Syria, 
~ the fame with the Avera of Ptolemy". Vitringa is 
of opinion, that Dama/fcus itfelf is meant, which 
was a double city, like that divided by the river 
Chryforrbeas, as this was by Arnon. They shall be 
for fiecks which fhall lie down, inftead of houfes, 
there fhould be fheep-cotes and fhepherd’s tents, 
and inftead of men, fheep ; and where ttreets were, 
egrafs would grow, and flocks feed and lie down; 
which is expreffive of the utter defolation of thefe 
cities, or this tract of ground: and none fhall make 
them afraid; the flocks of fheep, timorous creatures, 
eafily frighted ; but fo great fhould be the depo- 
pulation now, there would be no man upon the 
fpot, or any pafs by, to give them any diftur- 
bance. 
¥. 3. Ihe fortre/s alfo fhall ceafe from Ephraim, 
&c.] The ten tribes, now in confederacy with the 
Syrians, whofe metropolis or fortrefs was Samaria, 
which feems to be intended here; and fhould be 
dettroyed, at leaft taken out of the hands of the 
Ifraelites, and they be carried captive by Salmanefer 
king of Affria, 2 Kings xvii. 6. and this may be 
under{tood, not of that particular city and fortrefs 
only, but of all their ftrong holds, the fingular 
being put for the plural, The Targum is, the go- 
vernment shall cease from Ephraim, they thall have 
no more a king over them, nor have they to 
this day : and the kingdom from Damajcus, and 
the remnant of Syria; Damajfcus was the head-city 
of Syria, where the kings of Syria had their pa- 
lace ; but now that and the reft of Syria fhould 


ball be as the glory of the children of Ifrael, faith the 
Lord of hofts; that is, the Syrians, who were in 
alliance with J/rael, fhould fhare the fame fate ; 
fhould be carried captive as they were; fhould have 
their metropolis and other cities, and’ their whole 
kingdom, taken from them, and be ftript of their 
grandeur and wealth, and have no more glory 
than they had; which was none at all, or at leaft 
very {mall, as the next verfe fhows. 

¥. 4. And in that day it foall come to pafs, 8&c.} 
It being much about the fame time that both king- 
doms were deftroyed by the Afjrians: that the 
glory of Facob fhall be made thin, the fame with 
Ephraim and [rael, the ten tribes, whofe glory lay 
in the fuperior number of their tribes to Judah; in 
the multitude of their cities, and the inhabitants 
of them ; but now would be thinned, by the vaft 
numbers that fhould be carried captive: and the 
fatnefs of bis flelh fhall wax lean, like a man in 4 
confumption, that is become a mere fkeleton, and 
reduced. to fkin and bones: the meaning is, that 
all their wealth and riches fhould be taken away ; 
fo the Targum, ‘* and the riches of his glory hall 
‘¢ be carried away.” 

¥. 5. And it foall be as when the harveft-man ga- 
thereth the corn, &c.| The /randing corn, as in the 
Hebrew text: and reapeth the ears with bis arm; 
or, bis arm reaps the ears° 5 that is, with one hand 
he gathers the ftanding corn into his fift, and then 
reaps it with his other arm; and juft fo it fhould 
be with the people of J/rael: they were like a field 
of ftanding corn, for number, beauty, and glory; 
the Afjyrian was like an harvelt-man, who laid 
hold upon them, and cut them down, as thick 
and as numerous as they were, juft as a harvett- 
man cuts down the corn, and with as much eafe 
and quick difpatch; they being no more able to 
ftand before him, than a field of corn before the 
reaper! this was done both by Tilgath-pilnezer, 
2 Kings xv. 29. and by Salmanefer, 2 Kings xvii. 6. 
kings of Afyria: and it foall be as he that gathereth 
ears in the valley of Rephaim;, the Targum renders 
it, *¢ the valley of giants ;” and fo it is tranflated 
Fob. xv. 8. and xvili. 16. mention is made of it 
in 2 Sam, v. 18, 22. and xxiii. 13. 1s was a valley 
not far from Ferufalem, as Fofephus * fays, who alfo 
calls it the valley of the giants: it is thought to 
have been a very fruitful place, where the ears of 
corn were very large and heavy, and fo, great care 
was taken in gathering and gleaning that none be 
loft : wherefore as the former fimile fignifies the 
carrying off the people of J/rae/ in great numbers 
by the above kings; this may fignify, as fome 
have thought, either the picking up of thofe that 
fled without, or the gleaning of them in after-times 
by Efar-haddon, Ezra iv. 2. 

y. 6. Yet gleaning grapes fhall be left in it, &c.} 
In Ephraim or Facob; that is, in the ten tribes, a 
few of them fhould efcape, a remnant fhould be 
faved; comparable, for the fmallnefs of their num- 
ber, to grapes that are gleaned after the vintage is 
got in: tho’ Kimchi interprets it of the inhabitants 
of ‘ferufalem, who were but few, in comparifon of 
the ten tribes, who were many; and Farchi ex- 
plains it of Hezekiah and his company, in the midft 
of Ferufalem, who were but few; and obferves, 
that fome of their Rabdins underftood it of the few 


no more be a kingdom of itfelf, but fhould be) men that were left of the multitude of Sennacherib’s 
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was-right to look unto, and offer facrifice upon! 
but. idol-altars, and idols. themfelves, , are. here: 
meant: and a good iman will not,look unto his 
good works as altars to atone for fin; he knows 
that nothing that a creature can do, can-expiate 
fin; that his beft works are fuch as are due to. 
God, and therefore can never atone for paft crimes; 
that Jefus Chrift is only the altar, facrifice,-and. 
prieft, to whom he looks for, and from whom he; 
receives the atonement; neither foal ref/pel that 
which his fingers have made, either the groves or the: 
images; both might be faid to be made by the) 
fingers of men, the former being planted; andthe 
latter carved and fafhioned -by them ;.whether by! 
groves are meant clufters of trees, where idols andy 
altars were placed, or medals ftruck with fuch a) 
reprefentation on them, and.alfo, whatever images ; 
are here defigned:: the word fignifies fun-imagesy: 
images made to reprefent the fun, or for the ho») 
nour and worfhip of it. , dben Ezra fays;othey 
were images made according to the likenefs of cha-;' 
riots for the fun. . The Targum renders, it temples, 
fuch as were dedicated to the fun; tho’ fome un- 
derftand by it funny places, where their idols were. 
fet and fun-burnt, as diftinét from fhady groves, 
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atmy, when it was deftroyed; but the firft fenfe is 
beft.;. and the fame thing is fignified by another 
fimile, as the /haking of an olive-trees with the hand, 
when the fruitis ripe; or, as the firiking 1 of it with 
a-ftafk, to beat off the berries, when there are left 
two or three berries in the top of the uppermoft bough: 
the word Amir is only ufed here, and in y: 9. and 
fignifies, as Kimchi fays, the upper bough or branch; 
and fo Aben Ezra interprets it, the higheft part of 
the olive; and obferves, that it fo fignifies in the 
language of Kedar, or the Arabic language; in which 
it is ufed for a king, a prince, an emperor, one 
that has the command and government of others ‘; 
and hence the word amiral or admiral comes : now 
two or three olive-berries being in the uppermoft 
bough are left, becaufe they can’t be reached by 
the hand of the gatherer, nor by the ftaff of the 
ftriker.. Kimchi applies this to Yerufalem, which 
was the higheft part of the land of Jae; and 
what was in it, the hand of the king of Ajjria 
could not reach: four or five in the outmoft fuitful 
branches thereof; which efcape the gatherer, fhaker, 
or ftriker, for the fame reafon. Thefe fimiles are 
very aptly made ufe of, fince the people of J/rael 
are frequently compared to grapes, and vines, and 
olives, Jf. v. 1, 7. Jer. xi..16. Hof ix. 10: faith 
the Lord God of Jfrael; this is added to confirm 
what. is faid, and to exprefs the certainty of it; 
and fhews that the J/raelites are meant, to whom the 
Lord was a covenant-God. The Targum applies 
the metaphors thus, ‘‘ fo fhall the righteous be 
“* Jeft alone in the world among the kingdoms, 
“¢ faith the Lord God of J/rael.” 

yt... At that day foall a man look to his maker, 
&c.] The one only living and true God, who has 
made him, and not he himfelf, nor any other crea- 
ture; that is, fuch as are left, as before defcribed, 
the remnant, according to the election of grace; 
thefe fhall look to God for help and affiftance, for 
fupply, fupport, and protection; and to Chrift par- 
ticularly, whois the maker of all things, without 
whom was not any thing made that is made, for 
all {piritual bleffings ; for righteoufnefs and ftrength, 
for peace and pardon, for food, and all comfort- 
. able fupplies of grace, for life and falvation ; who 
is fet up to be looked unto for thefe things ;. to 
whom men are directed and encouraged to look 
for them, both by-himfelf, and by his minifters ; 
and to whom faints in all ages have looked, and 
have not been difappointed ; and_ to this fenfe. the 
following words incline: and his eyes fhall have re- 
[peti to the boly one of Ifrael,; who in this prophecy is 
faid to be the Redeemer, Jf xliti. 14. and liv. 5. he 
is the holy one that fprung from literal J/rae/, and is 
the fanctifier of myftical J/rael; to which agrees 
the Targum, ‘* and his eyes fhall hope for the word 
“* of the holy one of [/rael ;” the word by whom 
all. things were made in the beginning, and who 
was, made flefh and dwelt among men. 

¥. 8. And be fhall not look to the altars, the work 
of his hands, &c.] That is, to altars erected to the 
worfhip of idols, which are both the works of mens 
hands, fo as to ferve at them, and facrifice upon 
them.  Kimachi obferves, that the latter claufe is 
not to be underftood as belonging to the former, 
but as diftinct from it, and fignifies idols which 
men have made ; otherwife all altars, even the al- 
tars of God, were the works of men, which yet it 


their fingers have wrought, as groves to thelfer\ 
them from divine wrath and vengeance, or asridols, 
to bow down to, truft in, and depend upon for) 
falvation; but reject them, and look to Chrift 
only. : ) 
¥. 9. In that day fhall his firong cities be.as a form: 
faken bough, and an uppermaft branch, &c.} Mean- 
ing the ftrong cities of Ephraim or Facob, the ten 
tribes, which fhould be forfaken of their inhabi-«. 
tants, having fled from before the enemy, or, bes - 
ing flain or carried captive ; like a bough of a tree, 
that is forfaken or ftripped of its leaves, and an: 
uppermoft branch of a tree that is dead and dry,. 
and has nothing on it: which they left; or as they: 
left, or were left: becaufe of the children of Irae 3s 
from the face of them, or for fear of them; that 
is, the fame cities which the Cancenites left; and 
as they left them, or were left by them, for fear 
of the J/raehites; the fame, and in the fame:man- 
ner, fhall they be left by the J/welites, for fear of - 
the Afprians ; and fo the Septuagint verfion reads 
the words, ‘* in that day thy cities fhall. be for- 
“¢ faken, in like manner as the Amorites and Hi- 
“© vites left them, from the face of the children of 
“© Trael; and this fenfe is given by bem Ezra 
and Kimchi: tho’ fome interpret it of fome places 
being fpared and left for the remnant to dwellin;. 
but what follows ia this verfe, and in the next, | 
fhews the contrary fenfe: and there fhall be defolas. 
tion over all thofe cities, and in all the land5. 
tho’ Aben Ezra particularly applies it to. Samariay. 
the royal city. erem interprets the whole of the. 
cities of Fudea being forfaken of their inhabitants, 
when the Romans belieged Feru/alem, and made the 
land defolate ; which calamity came upon them,» 
for their neglect and forgetfulnefs of Jefus the Sax . 
viour. 


felvation, 8c.) Who had been the author of fal- 
vation to them many a time, in Zgypt, at the red=, . 
fea, and in various inftances fince; and yet they 
had forgot his works of mercy and goodnefs, and 
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had left his worfhip, and gone after idols; and 
this was: the caufe of their cities being forlaken, 


and becoming a defolation: end haft not been mind- 


ful of the vock of thy firength or {trong rock, who 
hadfupplied and fupported them, protected and 
defended them : therefore fhalt thou plant pleasant 
plants; or plants of pleafant fruit *, or plants of Na- 
omanim, and fo Aben Ezra takes it to be the pro- 
per name’ of a plant in the Aradic language, and 
which he fays «is a plant that grows very quick ; 
perhaps she means ‘Anemone, which is fo called in 
that language‘, and is near to it in found, tho’ 
rathersnot any particular plant is meant, but all 
forts of pleafant plants, flowers, and fruit-trees, 
with which the land of J/rael abounded: and foalt 
fet it with firange flips, with foreign ones, fuch as 
are-brought from other countries, and are. fcarce 
and«dear, and highly valued; and by plants and 
fips, may be meant falfe and foreign doctrines, 
inculcating idolatry and fuperftition; which are 
pleafing to the flefh *. 

your. In the dey thou fhalt make thy plant to 
grow, Scc.] Not that it is in the power of man to 
make it grow; but the fenfe is, that all means and 
methods fhould be ufed to make it grow; no coft 
nor pains fhould be fpared: and in the morning 
foclt. thou make thy feed to flourifo ; which may de- 
note both diligence in the early care of it, and 
feeming promifing fuecefs ; and yet all fhould be 
in vain, and to no purpofe: ut the harve/ft fhall 
be @ heap in the day of grief, or, of inheritance 
when it was about to be poffefled and enjoyed, 
according to expectation, it fhall be all thrown to- 
gether in a heap, and be fpoiled by the enemy : 
or, the barveft {hall be removed in the day of inbe- 
rvitance™ ; jutt when the fruit is ripe, and going 
to be gathered in, the enemy fhall come and take 
it all away ; and fo inftead of being a time of joy, 
as harveft ufually is, it will be a time of grief 
and trouble, avd of de/perate forrow too, or deadly ; 
which will leave them in defpair, without hope of 
fubfiftence for the prefent year, or of having an- 
other harveft hereafter, the land coming into the 
hands of their enemies. 

x. 12. Wo to the multitude of many people, &c.] 
Not as lamenting the people of the Fews with He- 
zekiah, as if they were the words of the prophet 
bemoaning their condition, faying, O the multitude, 
&e.onor intending the Syrians and I/raelites joined 
together againft Judah, but the Afyrian army un- 
der Sennacherib, which confifted of people of many 
nations, and was very numerous, who are either 
threatened or called unto. A new fubject is here 
begun, tho’ a fhort one. Which make a noife like 
the noife of the feas, in a ftorm, when they foam 
and rage, and overflow the banks ; this may refer 
both to the noife made by the march of fuch a 
vait army, the rattling of their armour and chariot- 
wheels, and pranfing of their horfes; and to the 
heétoring, bluftering, and blafphemous {peeches of 
Sennacherib and Rabjbekab: and to the rufbing of 
nations, or, riufbing nations, that make a rufhing like 
the rujfbing of mighty waters; which denotes the 
fury and force with which they come, threatening 
to bear down all before them, as an inundation of 
water does. 


“yoy 995, plantas amznorum fraduum, Pifcator. 
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¥.13. Lhe nations  foall rufe like the rufbing of 
many waters, &cc.) With:great force and noife, and 
run over the whole: land, as the Afprienarmy did, 
till it came to Ferufalem, and: there it ftopped ; 
fee If, vith. 7, 8: but God hall rebuke them as he 
did the waters, of the»red-fea, .P/ cvi. 9: and as 
Chrift rebuked the winds and fea, and made a 
calm, Matt. viii. 26. ‘The word God is not in the 
text, but rightly fupplied ; for as none but he can 
rebuke the mighty waters of the fea, fo none but 
he could have deftroyed fuch an army inotheyman- 
ner it was, and wrought {uch a falvation for his 
people. he phrafe is expreffive both of his wrath 
and power. » dud they /ball fice afar off ; from ‘fe~ 
rufalem to INiniveh, reckoned to be fix. hundred 
and eighty-four miles from..thence: or, be /oall 
flee afar off* 5 that is, Sennacherib, andthe few 
that efcaped with him, for his army was deftroyed;: 
fee 2 Kings xix. 36: and fhall be chafed as the chaff 
of the mountains before the wind, chaff upon the 
floor is eafily chafed away with the fan, and much 
more ealfily chaff upon the mountains. with. the 
wind ; it was ufual with the Fews to threfh their 
corn, and winnow it on hills and mountains, to 
which the allufion is; fee 2 Chron. iii. 1. or, the 
dujt of the mountains, as fome’ render it, which is 
more expofed to the wind, than. that in the vallies. 
Kings and gteat men of the earth are but as duit 
with God ;,and the higher they are, or they exalt 
themfelves, the moré they are expofed to the power 
of his wrath, and as eafily caft down as the duft 
is {cattered by the wind: and like a rolling thing 
before the whirlwind , ot, like a wheel*;.as the word 
is fometimes rendered; or, any round thing, as a 
round wifp of ftraw or ftubble,. which. is eafily, 
and {wiftly moved and rolled along, efpecially by 
a ftrong wind: archi interprets it of the flower 
of thorns; that is; the down of the thiftle, which 
when blown off, rolls up, and being exceeding 
light; is carried away at once; fee P/. Ixxxiii. 13. 
all which fhows what poor light things the greateft 
of men are in the hands of God, and with what 
eafe he can chafe them from place to place, and 
out of the world, when it is his pleafure. 

¥. 14. And behold, at evening-tide trouble, 8cc.} 
Or terrey * and confternation ; which fome under- 
ftand of that which was in the Afyrian army, when 
the angel of the Lord deftroyed it, taking evening 
for night, for it was in the night that that was 
done ; fo Farchi interprets it of Shedim, a fort of 
{pirits or demons, that came againft the enemy, 
and troubled and frighted them: but it is beft to 
take it in the more common fenfe, of the trouble 
that Hezekiah and the inhabitants of Feru/alem were 
in, on the evening or night before their deliverance ; 
the whole land ef Fudea round about them being 
laid wafte, their city befieged by a powerful army, 
and the enemy blafpheming, bluftering, and tri- 
umphing : and before the morning he is not; Senna- 
cherib, the king of Affyria, he was not before e- 
rufalem, he was fled: or, it was mot>; the Afprian 
army was not, it was deftroyed by an angel in the: 
night, and in the morning were all dead corpfe, 
2. Kings xix. 35. or trouble was not, that was all 
over, joy came in the morning; fee P/ xxx. 5: 
this is the portion of them that [potl us, and the let 


t egrorad Alnaaman Anemone, in Avicenna, I. 256. J. 
_ * So Vitringa: 
(POV DD! 
igurine verfion. z baby, ficut rota, 
PWD, terror, Junius & Tremelligs, Pifcator, 


06 iS. 4 


of them that rob us; thefe are the words of the 
prophet, and of the people of God, he perfonates, 
making obfervation upon, and ufe of the above dif- 
penfation, though not confining it to that; and their 
"meaning is, that this is not the cafe of thefe /fy- 
rians only, but of all the enemies of God’s peo- 


CHA P.. XVII 


HIS chapter is a prophecy of the defolation 
of a land or country, defcribed by the wings 
with which is was fhaded, and by the rivers by 
which it was fituated, v. 1. by its meffengers and 
meffage to another nation, which is alfo defcribed, 
¥. 2. all the nations of the world are called upon 
to obferve the judgment about to be inflicted on 
it, ¥. 3. and a promife is made, that at the fame 
time God will take up his reft and dwelling among 
his own people, and refrefh and protect them, y. 
4. and the time, and manner, and nature of the 
deftruction of the people before threatened, are 
metaphorically exprefled, ¥. 5, 6. and the iffue of 
all will be the glory of God, fince thefe people 
will be brought, in after-times, as a prefent to him 
in mount Zion, y. 7. 


¥. ¥. Wo to the land foadowing with wings, &c.] 
Or, O land, as calling to it; fo Aben Ezra and 
Kimchi. It is very difficult to determine what land 
is here meant: fome think the land of Afjria is 
here defigned, as Aven Ezra and others, and fo it 
is a continuation of the prophecy concerning the 
deftruction of the Afprians, in the three laft verfes 
of the preceding chapter; the ftretching out of 
whofe wings is mentioned, ch. viii. 8. and thought 
to be referred to here: others are of opinion, that 
the land of Fudea is intended, which trufted under 
the fhadow of the wings of Egypt and Ethiopia, to 
whom the characters in the next verfe are fuppofed 
to belong: but the more generally received fenfe 
is, that either Egypt or Ethiopia themfelves are 
pointed at, defcribed as /hadowing with wings ; not 
with the wings of birds, as archi interprets it, 
which flocked thither in great numbers, the coun- 
try being hot, and fo fhaded it with their wings ; 
but rather with mountains, with which E¢hiopia, 
at leaft fome part of it, was encompafied and 
fhaded ; or elfe with fhips, whofe fails are like 
wings, and which reforting hither, in numerous 
fleets of them, and hovering about their coafts and 
ports, feemed to fhadow them; to which agrees 
the Septuagint verfion, wo to the land, the wings of 
foips ; and. fo the Targum, ‘* wo to the land to 
«¢ which they come in fhips from a far country, 
*¢ whofe fails are ftretched out, as an eagle that 
‘* flies with its wings;” fo Manajeb ben Ifrael« 
renders them, ‘* wo to the land, which under the 
‘* fhadow of veils, fails beyond the rivers: of Ethio- 
“<< pia.” The word tranflated /hadowing, is ufed 
for a cymbal, 2 Sam. vi. 5. Pf. cl. 5. and f it is 
rendered here in the Vulgate Latin verfion, wo to 
the land, with the cymbal of wings : and fome think 
the fftrum is meant, which was a mufical. inftru- 
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ple, who fooner or later come to deftruétion ; and 
which is not by chance, but by the appointment 


_and difpofition of God, who allots and portions out 


ruin unto them, as the juft reward of their works; 
fee Fob xx. 29. Pf. xi. 6. . ver 
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ment ufed by the Egyptians in their worfhip of Ys; 
and which had wings to it, or had tranfverfe reds 
in the middle of it, which looked like wings, one 
of which may be feen in Pignorius+; and fo it de- 
fcribes the land of Egypt, famous for its winged 
cymbals: Minucius Felin* makes mention of the 
fwallow along with the fiftrum, which was a’ bird 
of Jfs; and which fome fay was placed over the 
ftatue of [/s, with its wings ftretched out. “With 
is beyond the rivers of Ethiopia; the principal of 
which were Afaberas and Ajiapus*, and alfo Nile 
itfelf, which came out of Erhicpia into Egypt: or, 
which is on this fide of the rivers of Ethiopia® 5 and 
fo may intend Egypt, which bordered on this fide 
of it towards Fudea: or, which is befide the vivers 


1 of Ethiopia*; and fo may denote Ethiopia itfelf, 


fituated by thefe rivers. ‘The Targum renders “at, 
“< the rivers of Judea.” Some would have it, that 
the rivers of Arabia Chufea are meant, which’ lay 
between Fudea and Egypt, as Befor, Rhinocorura, 
Trajan, and Corys; and Arabia feems rather to be 
meant by Cufh, than Ethiopia in Africa, fince that 
lay beyond the rivers of Egypt, rather than Agype 
beyond the rivers of ‘Ethiopia. ve _ 

y. 2. That fendeth embaffadors by the fea, Bec.} 
The red-fea, which wafhed the coafts of Heyprand 
Ethiopia, and which were united into one king- 
dom under Sabacus, or So the Hibicpian, called 
king of Egypt, 2 Kings xvii. 4. and this kingdom, 
or rather the king of it, is here defcribed as fend= 
ing embaffadors by fea to foreign courts, to make 
leagues and alliances, and thereby ftrengthen him- 
felf againft attempts made on him ; tho’ fome un* 
derftand it of one part of Ezhiopia on one fide of 
the red-fea, fending to that on the other fide; and 
fome of Tirbekah the Erhiopian fending mefiengers 
to the king of Afyria, to bid him defiance, and 
let him know he intended to fight him ; and vat the 
fame time fent to the Yews, that they might .de- 
pend upon his protection and fuccour, J/, xxxviil ° 
g. fome underftand this of the Egyptians fending 
to the E¢hiopians, to let them know of the Af 
rian expedition ; and others, of their fending to 
the Fews, with the promife of a fupply ; and the 
word for embaffadors fignifying images, ch. xlv. 4160 
fome have thought it is to be underftood of carry= 
ing the head of Ofris, and the image of J/sy from 
place to place, in proper vefiels : even in vefjels of 
bull-rufhes upon the waters ; or, upon the face of the 
waters'; where thefe light veflels floated without 
finking, not drawing the quantity of waters as 
veffels of wood did. Both the Egyptians and Ethio~ 
pians had fhips made of the papyrus *, or diblus ', 
a fort of rufh, that grew upon the banks of the 

piles 
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k Hence wamvpwa oxadn paper-fkiffs, in Plutarch, de If. et 


Ofir. and wroa xarapwa fhips of reeds, which the Indians made and ufed, as Herodotus relates, 1. 3. five Thalia, ¢. 9%. and 
fo Diodorus Siculus {peaks of thips made of a reed in India, of excellent ufe, becaufe they are not liable to be eaten by worins, 


Bibliothec. 1. 2. p. 104. to the Egyptian veffels of this kind, Lucan has refpect, when he fays, 


Sic cum tenet omnia Nilus, 
Conficitur bibula Memphitis cymba papvro, 
* Plin. Nat. Hift. 1. 6. ¢, 22. 81.13. 51. Heliodor. 1. 10. c. 4» p- 460. 
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Nile, and which were light, ‘and,moved fwiftly, | 


and.were,alfo fafeft, there.was.no danger of; their 
being broke to pieces, as other vefiels, on helves, 
and-rocks;, and: in water-falls; yea, Plizy\” fays, 


that the Erhiopian fhips were fo made,.as to; fold 


up, and be carried on their fhoulders, when they 
came to,the cataracts, Sayings £0, ye: fwift méffen- 
gers, the word /aying is not.in.the text, nor, is. it 
to be fupplied; for thefe are not the words,of the 
nation before deferibed, fending its mefiengers to 
another, nation after defcribed, either the ews: or 
the Afprigus,;but they are the words of .God to 
his. mefiéngers, angels or men, who were, fivift),to 
do his will, 'whom he fends to, denounce’ or. inflict 
judgment) upon, the {ame ;nation. that ig; before- 
mentioned,. with which agrees, £zek. xxx.| 9 3|) t0.4 
nation scattered ,. that dwelt in towns, villages; and 
houtes, feattered about here and.theres or/who 
would. be {cattered and diffipated by their enemies : 
or, drawn out, and fpread over a large tract, of 
ground, as Athiopia was: and. peeled ;\ of their hair, 
asthe, word fignifies ; the Ethiopians living, inya 
hot county, had very little hair upon their bodies. 
Schultens.", trom the ufe ofthe word in the rabic 
language,venders it, ‘a nation ftrong. and inac- 


“¢ ceflible:” to a people terrible from their beginning. 


hitherto';for their black colour and grim looks, 
efpecially.in-fome. parts 3, and for the vaft armies 
they brouglit, into the field, as never were, by any 
other! people ; fee 2. Chron, xii..3. and xiv. 9.) and 
they.might well be faid, to. be fo from the,begin- 
ning, fince, Nimrod, the mighty hunter, \was\the 
fon of Cu/>, from whence the Lrbiopians shave, the 
name of Cuj/bites, and is the name, Ethiopia is.called 
by in the preceding verfe : .@ nation meted out,, and 
trodden down ; to whom) punifhment was. meafured 
by line,.in proportion to, their fins, and who in..a 
little time;would: be trodden,.under foot, by their 
enemies: whofe land the rivers have fpoiled ; which 
muft not be underftood literally of Niger and, WVilus, 
of Afiapus and: Afiaboras,. which were fo, far; from, 
fpoiling the land, that it was much more. ,pleafant 
and fruitful for them ; but figuratively, of power- 
ful princes.and armies, that-fhould come into, it, 
and fpoil and, plunder it 5 fee Jf \vili.. 7... archi 
and Kimchi interpret it of the kings of the nations. 
of. the. world ;.and fo the Targum, ** whofe -land 
«* the-people fpoil.”,, Some underftand all this of 
the Afy«ians, whole army was | now fcattered, and 
its foldiers.exhaufted, who. had been, from. the be- 
ginaing).of their monarchy very terrible to ther 
neighbours, but now marked for deftruction; .and 
whom, the, Ethiopians, who dwelt by. the. rivers, 
defpifed,, as fome render the, words: and others in- 
terpret them: of: the ‘fews, as over-run by the 4/- 
frian atray like a mighty rivers; by whom they. 
were feattered, and peeled, and fpoiled, and plun- 
dered » who,from their: beginning had been very 
terrible, becaute.of the wonderful: things wrought 
for chem at the sed-fea, in the wildernefs, and.in 
the times of Fo/bua and the Judges; and. becaule .of 
the dreadful punifhments, inflitted on them) but 
the firft fenfe is beft. Véitringa interprets all this 
of the Egyptians, whofe country was drawn out or 
long, their bodies peeled or fhaved; a people ter- 
rible to their neighbours, ahd very fupertftitious , 
a nation of line and line, or of precept and pre- 
CODES uv ' : ‘ ; } 

a 3q.Aiythe inhabitants of the world, and dwellers 
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on the etrths 86e.| Albthe: mem of the world aré 
here| called, wpony: either bythe Lord) or rather ‘by 
the prophet, «to 'bé eye and* ear) witnefits lof the 
Judgment! thar fhould:be inflicted: upon ‘the above 
nation; andcof the falvation of his ‘own people ; 
which thould be formaitifeft, that all {hould! 12 ix; 
as eafilyoaspan enfign feriup on ‘a smountain'y) and’ 
theonetws:of rit fhould ring/thro* the earthy: ated be’ 
asplauily heard, as when:aitramper is'blownt0 un-’ 
lefs if, fhouldibe thought, !that*thefe.are the words: 
lof the mefléngers ferit to:the above nations! addref-: 
fing theminvfuch terms,caffutingythem, that how- 
‘ever ftupidednd fecurethey were now,' they fhould 
i quickly feeithe: fign,: and hearothewalar eofwary 
it being ufual to calliany latge kingdom, :theavorld, 
andthe earths fee ye, avben be liftetbup am enfign 
on the mountains; or ye thall fee this!as\eléarly, as 
‘when ‘a: flag-is)ifet\upson ai nhountain sror Fe hall 
| be fenfible sof this» judgmeicoming onyowhen'a 
jftandardyfhall be fet opsomithe «mountains, to -ga~ 
ither the people to war.ieVdringa interprets’ this? 
‘of the) mountdins! of <fudea, \owhere'the djyrians’ 
would -fetup their banner$y aad blow their tram 
petsy\as\follows : and whem he blowethva trumpets 
hear yex ors ye foall shear » the trumpet founding 
,as. ancalarm of war,!by: which the: people? will be 
fammoned;;,and) come! to “execute the judément 
threatened» o The 'Targdmis, “*: ye fall ‘hear ‘the 
“¢ redemption s””. that is;.of W/rae/, in the\rimesvof 
the Meffiah,./and in the: warvof Gogiand Magog’: 
‘of which times, Farchi and' Kimcbi) interpret this 
wholexprophecy; sy TREN Long 
ov. 4; Bor fo the Lord faid untomey &ei}The 
/prophet f/aiah, both what’ goes before,’ and follows 
lafter.; J will take my reft; thefe are ‘not the words 
jof theprophet, as foie think, like thofe'of “Ha= 
bakkuk, chs ii. 1. butvof. thesLord) himfelf), figni- 
| fying that he would, as she-always did,» enjoy ‘him= 
felf, amidft all.the commotions that were tn ‘the 
| world:;or that he would take’ up’ his ‘refty aitiong 
his péople in Zion,' of whichvhe had efaid this is my 
reft: for évery Pf cxxxii.! 14: of ratherethat he 
would be ftithand: quiets and as‘one /afleep and at 
eft, that took no notice of! what was doing, nor 
interpofe between: parties: preparing for war,«and 
laying fchemes for the rum«of each other’ not help 
the one, nor hinder the other; but let. them go on 
awhile witl» their defigns:: avd L) will confider in 
my. dwelling place 5 in heaveh,. what is‘to:-bev done 3 
for! tho’ the Lord: may ‘fet fometimies tortake no 
notice of what is: done on earch, «yet he feeseand 
knows, all things, and:conifiders in his*own' thind 
what\is\ fityrand) proper !that he fhowld ‘dog: who 
works all. things after the ¢ounfel of his own qilb# 
or, will look upon my dwelling place °3 ‘Serufilem, 
mount Zion, the templeythefandtuary, where “his 
Shekidab dwelt here he promifes to look m away 
of grace and favour;: with delight»and pleafure, 6 
comfort -and refrefh his own people’; forthe Tar 
gum pataphrafes this’ and’ the preceding ‘chaufe,. *« I 
* willmakesmy people to reft, Powilbmakethem 
to reftyiand J-will delight in my? holychabitation 
*\ to do them good :” “like a clear heat upon berbs4 
or, after rain, as Aben Ezra and Kimch1, fee 2 Sam. 
XXiii..4. when the fun fhines forth brightly after a 
fhower of rain, which revives the plants and herbs, 
and makes them grow: and like a cloud of dew in 
the heat of harveft; which is very defirable and 
welcome, which cools the air, refrefhes the earth, 
plumps 
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plumps the corn, and is very grateful to the har- 
veft man; and both metaphors may fignify how 
grateful is the appearance of God to and for: his 
people, his prefence with them, the light of his 
countenance on them, and his protection of them ; 
fee Uf. iv. 5, 6. and fo the Targum, bleffings and 
“¢ confolations will I bring to them quickly, as 
<‘ heat burning by means of the fun, and as a 
<¢.cloud of dew in the heat of harveft :” tho’ the 
whole may be underftood in a very different fenfe, 
as:it is by fome, thus; that tho’ the Lord for a 
while may feem to take no notice of what is doing 
below, yet he in heaven beholds what is done, 
and looks in a way of wrath and anger upon his 
enemies, as the fun looks with its fcorching heat 
upon the herbs, and dries them up; and as a 
cloud which brings a large dew or rain with it, 
which is very hurtful in harveft-time ; and this 
fenfe feems moft agreeable to the context. 

‘y. 5. For afore the barveft, &c.] Or vintage : 
the above metaphor is carried on; before the de- 
figns and fchemes of the people above defcribed 
are ripe for execution, who promifed themfelves a 
large harveft of their neighbours : when the bud is 
perfec ; when the bud of the vine is become a 
perfect grape, tho’ unripe ; when the fcheme was 
fully laid, and with perfect and confummate wif- 
dom as imagined, tho’ not brought into execution : 
and the four grape is ripening in the flower ; things 
go on and promife well, as if the iffe would be 
according to expectation, and there would be a 
good vintage. The jour grape may denote the 
temper and difpofition of the above people againtft 
their enemies, their ill-nature and enmity to them ; 
or the fins and tranfgreffions, for which the judg- 
ment denounced came upon them: 4e fhall both cut 
off the [prigs with pruning hooks, and take away, and 
cut down the branches; as the vine-dreffer; or ra- 
ther as one that has no good will to the vine, cuts 
it with pruning hooks, not to make it better, but 
worfe, and cuts off, not the dead withered and ufe- 
Jefs parts of it, but the fprigs that have buds and 
flowers, or unripe grapes upon them, and even 
whole branches that have clufters on them, and 
takes them and cafts them away, to be trodden 
under foot, or caft into the fire; fo the Lord, or 
the king of Aria, the inftrument in the hand of 
God, fhould cut off the Ethiopians, or the Egyp- 
tions, with the fword, both fmall and great, when 
their enterprize fhould fail, and their promifed 
fuccefs: or this is to be underftood of the de- 
ftruction of Sennacherib’s army by the angel, when 
he was big with expectation of taking Feru/alem, 
and plundering that rich city. ‘archi and Kimchi 
interpret it of the deftruction of the armies of Gog 
and Magog. The Targum is, “ and he fhall kill 
** the princes of the people with the fword, and 
** their mighty ones he fhall remove and caufe to 
“$* pafs over.” 

¥. 6. They fhall be left together unto the fowls of 
the mountains, and to the beafts of the earth, &c.] 
That is, both fprigs and branches, with the fruit 
of them, which being unripe, are difregarded by 
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men, but fed upon by birds and beafts ; the fruit 
by the former, and the tender fprigs and green 
branches by the latter; fignifying the deftruction 
of the Ethiopians or Egyptians, and that the princes 
and. the people fhould fall together; and: lie uns?” 
buried, and become a prey to birds and. beatts §' 
or, the deftruétion of the Afyricn army fain by the’, 
angel, as Aven Ezra and others ; tho’ fome inter-) 
pret it of the army of Gag and Magog, as before 
obferved; fee Ezek. xxxix. 17—20. Rev. xix. 175% 
18: and the fowls fhall fummer upon them, and all. 
the beafts of the earth foall winter upon them; nor» 
that the one fhould feed upon them in the fummer-* 
time, and the other in the winter; the fowls in. 
the fummer-time, when they fiy in large flocks, 
and. the beafts in the winter, when they go toge=» 
ther in great numbers, as Kimchi; but thesfenfel, 
is, that the carnage fhould be fo. great,» there 
would be fufficient for them both, ail the year 
long. tn0 
- 4. In that time fhall the prefent be brought, 
unto the Lord of hofts, &c.) Not exactly at the 
time when this deftruction fhould be, but. fome 
time after, even in gofpel-times ,; for to them this: 
part of the prophecy refers: of a people fcattered, 


and peeled , this explains what the prefent is, that; 
fhall be brought to the Lord; it is a people, and 
therefore not the fpoils of Sexnacherid’s army,) as” 
fome interpret it; nor yet the people of the Fews, ’ 
that fhall be brought by the Gevtiles out of all ma- 
tions, in the latter day, as an offering to the Lord, 


as Aben Ezra and Kimchi, fee Jf, xi. 11. and Ixvis 
20”. but the Ethiopians or Egyptians defcribed, 
y. 2. as here, who being converted, fhall ftretch 
out their hands to God, fubmit unto him, and 
prefent themfelves foul and body as an acceptable 
facrifice unto him; when thefe prophecies in Pf 
Ixviii. 31. Zeph. iti. 9, 10. fhall be fulfilled, and 
which began to be in the converfion of the Erhio~ 
pian eunuch, Ads viii. 27. and of which there were 
other inftances in the times of the apoftles, and in 
following ages: and from a people terrible from their. 
beginning hitherto, that is, fome of the people, not ~ 
all of them ; the fame people are defigned as .be- 
fore, only this Hebraifm is ufed, to fhew a diftine- 
tion among them: @ nation meted out, and troddem 
under foot, whofe land the rivers have {poiled ; thefe 
defcriptive characters, with thofe in the preceding - 
claufes, are retained, to fhew that the fame people 
are here meant, as in ¥. 2. and to magnify the | 
riches of God’s grace, in the converfion of a peo- 
ple to whom fuch characters belonged ; which fhew 
that it was not owing to themfelves, or any de- 
ferts of theirs, but to the free favour and 

will of God: to the place of the name of the Lord 
of hofts, the mount Zion, hither the prefent was 
to be brought, and here the perfons to prefent 
themfelves to the Lord, even in the mount Zion, 
the church of God; where the name of the Lord 
is named and called upon, his word is preached, 
his ordinances are adminiftered, and where he 
dwells, and grants his prefence. — b oral 
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“Tehed, chapter contains prophecies of various 
* «calamities that fhould come upon Egypt in 
a fhort time, and of the converfion of many of 
thetn’ to Chrift in gofpel-times. The calamities are 
many; the Lord’s coming unto them, which their 
gods can’t ‘prevent, nor ftand before, nor fave 
them,*and at which the hearts of the Egyptians are 
difpirited; y.°t. inteftine wars among themfelves, 
y¥> 2iwant of counfel, which fends them to idols 
and wizards, but in vain, y¥. 3. fubjection to a 
craeb lord, 1. 4. drying up of their rivers and 
waters, fo that the paper-reeds wither, and fithes 
die; and hence no bufinefs for fifhermen, nor for 
workers in flax, or weavers of nets, ¥. 5, 6, 7, 8, 
9} 10, 15. the ftupidity of their princes and wife 
counfellors, given up by the Lord to a perverfe 
fpirit, fo that they concerted wrong meafures, and 
deceived the people, ¥. 11, 12, 13, 14. a general 
confternation among them, becaufe of the hand 
and ‘counfel of the Lord; and becaufe of the Lord’s 
people; the Jews, who were a terror to them, y. 
16, 17. and then follows the prophecy of their 
converfiom in after-times, which is fignified by their 
{peaking the language of Canaan, and {wearing to 
the Lord, ¥. 18. by~their erecting an altar, and a 
pillar to the Lord, which fhould be a fign and 
witnefs to him. and by their crying to him, and 
his fending them a Saviour, and a great one, y¥. 
19320. by his being known unto them, by their 
offering facrifice to him, and by his fmiting and 
healing them, y¥. 21, 22. and the chapter is con- 
cluded with a prophecy of that harmony, and 
agreement, and fellowfhip, that fhall be between 
Few atid Gentile, between Egypt, Afyria, and I/rael, 
and that the bleffing of God fhould be upon them 
all;*¥5°23, 24, 25. 


xt ¥.1. The burden of Egypt, &c.| Ot a prophecy 


‘concerning Egypt, as the Arabic verfion; a very 
Stievous one, declaring many calamities that fhould 
‘come upon them. The Zargum is, ‘* the burden 
of the cup of curfing, to make the Egyptians 
«© drink.” The people of the Jews repofed great 


‘confidence in the Egyptians their allies ; wherefore, 
in order to break this confidence, it was neceflary 


they thould be acquainted with the deftruétion that 
was coming upon them, which is the defign of 


‘this prophecy. Behold, the Lord rideth upon a fwift 
~¢loud , or a light one *; denoting the {peed with 


which he came, he would come quickly, light 


‘clouds move fwiftly; the fuddennefs and unex- 
» pectednefs of his coming; clouds being rarely feen 


in Egypt, where was no rain; and the irrefiftible 
power with which he would come, for who or 


what can ftop the clouds of heaven? not any thing 


on earth, not armies, nor caftles, and fortified 


syplaces.. The Lord is reprefented as riding in great 


ftate and majefty, as a general at the head of his 
army againft his enemies ; or as a judge going to 
try and condemn criminals; he rides upon the 
heavens, walks on the wings of the wind, and the 
clouds are his chariot, P/. Ixviii. 4, 33. and civ. 3. 
fo Chrift is reprefented as coming in the clouds of 
heaven, and as fitting on a white cloud, when he 


whall come to judge the world, Rev. i. 7. and xiv. 
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that coming of his; and much lefs of his firkt 
coming in the flefh, to which they are weakly ap- 
plied by Ferom and others; who, by the light cloud, 
underftand the Virgin Mary, as the chriftians of 
Syria 5 or the human nature of Chrift, as Sa/mera, 
who relates, that upon Chrift’s flight into Egypt, 
and entering into He/iopolis, and the temple there, 
in which were as many idols as days of the year, 
they all fell, and fo this prophecy was fulfilled: ; 
but of the Lord’s coming to inflié punifhment on 
the Eeyptians ; fo the Targum, ‘* and behold the 
‘* Lord fhall be revealed in the cloud of his glory, 
‘* to take vengeance on the Egyptians: and the 
Lord fhall come into Egypt, not by Sennache ib king 
of Affria, and his army, whom he fhould fend to 
invade it, and enter into it, as fome think; but 
rather by Caméyfes and Ochus, kings of Perfiay 
tho’ it feems that what is here foretold fhould be 
done, was done, not by means of any foreign 
power, but by the Lord himfelf, who did by his 
Own power and providence, or fuffer to be done, 
what was done: and the idols of Egypt hall be 
moved at his prefence ; or tremble before him; thefe 
were many, the chief of them were Ofris and J/is, 
Apis, Serapis, Vulcan, Bubaftis, Sc. fome were 
living creatures, as cats, dogs, oxen, fheep, ec. 
who might move and tremble, in a literal ienfe ; 
and fome were images, made with hands, as the 
Septuagint here render the word; and which, as 
the Targum paraphrafes it, fhould de broken: the 
fenfe is, that they could none of them fave the 
| Egyplians, or deliver them out of their diftreffes : 
‘and the heart of Egypt foall melt in the midft of its 
' like wax before the fire; even the moft courageous 
| among them, their foldiers, their army with their 
officers and generals; which were the heart of the 
people, and their defence, and who ufed to fight 
for them, and protect them, but now would be 
. difpirited, 

¥. 2. And I will fet the Egyptians againft the 
Egyptians, &c.] Or mingle and confound them to- 
gether ; in which confution they fhould fall upon 
'and deftroy one another, as the Midianites did: 
Ties, phrafe is expreffive of inteftine and civil wars, 
'as the following words explain it; and which 
| fhew, that the calamities of Egypt fhould be brought 
| upon them, not by means of a foreign invafion, 
but by inteftine quarrels, and other means, which 
the Lord would in judgment fend among them : 
and they foall fight every one againft his brother; and 
every one againft his neighbour ; and deftroy one an- 
ther: city againft city; of which there were great 
numbers in Egypt; in the times of Amajis; ” 


tis 
faid *, there were twenty thoufand: and kingdom 
againft kingdom , for tho’ Egypt was but originally 
one kingdom, yet upon the death of Sethon, one 
of its kings, who had been a prieft of Vulcan, 
there being no fucceffor, twelve of the nobility. 
ftarted up, and fet up themfelves as kings, and 
divided the kingdom into twelve parts‘, and 
reigned in confederacy, for the {pace of fifteen 
years ; when falling out among themfelves, they 
excluded P/ammiticus, one of the twelve, from any 
fhare of government ; who gathering an army to- 
gether, fought with and conquered the other eleven, 


14. tho’ thefe words are not to be underftood of | and feized the whole kingdom to himfelf, and who 


fuper nubem levem, V. L. Pagninus, &c. 
* Herodot. 1. z. c. 177. 
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feems 
* Vid. Hackfpan. Not, Philolog. in S, Scrip. par. 2, 


* Herodot. ib, ¢. 147. 
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feems afterwards regarded in this prophecy all 
this happened in the times of Manaffeb king of 
Fudab, and {fo in or quickly after [/aigb’s~time 5 
tho’ fome underftand this of the civil wars between 
Apries and Amafis, in the times of Nebuchadnezzar, 
The Septuagint verfion renders the phrafe here, 
sidme agcinft nome, for the whole land of Zzypr, 
by Se/sftris, one of its kings, was divided into 
thirty-fix * nomes, diftricts, “or provinces, whofe 
names are piven by Herodotus”, Pliny*, and others; 
for fo the words of that verfion*fhould be rendered, 
and not as they aré bythe Lavin interpreter, and 
in the Arabic verfion, which: follows it, law upon 
law. ae bm 

“y: 3, “Vid tbe Spirit of Egypt foall fait in the’ midft 
theredf, 8cc.] Meaning not the fpirit of valour and 
courage,’ that is exptefitd before, ‘but of wifdom, 
pruderice, and underftanding’; the wifdom of Egypt, 
in which Moj/es -is faid to be brought up, Aés vii. 


22. was famous all the world over; hither men of 


learning, as the ancient philofophers, Pythagoras, 
Plato, and other's, travelled, to improve in know- 
ledge, and gain a larger acquaintance with things 
htman and divine ; it was the mother and miftrefs 
of the libéral atts and ftiences'; but now what was 


before like a river full-of water, was ‘about to be 


emptied, \atid-dtained diy, as the word ¥ ufed figni- 
fies :' aud I will defirey the counfels thereof; or fwal- 
low theni up *, fo that they fhall be no. more feen, 
or take effect : this‘explains what is before ‘meant 
by thefpirit’ of Eyypt, and which is further enlarged 
on, and iluftrated in ¥,11,12,13: and they fhall feck 
to the idols; with which the land abounded, parti- 
cularly to Ofris’ arid’ fs,’ to” Apis, Latona, and 
others’: ° aad’ to the’ charmers, that ufed incanta- 
tions and ‘fpells ; magicians and conjurers, that 
whifpered ‘arid muttered ; for the word ufed has 


the fignification of fpeaking in a flow arid drawling | 


manner. ‘The Targum renders it witches, but Far- 
chi takes it to be thé name of an idol: ' and to 


them that ‘have familiar fpirits,' and to the wizards 5 
se "| years. before ; and befides, -was of fervice, and = 


fee the ‘ote’on ‘ch. viii. 19. Mi 
“yak And the Egyptians will T give over into’ the 
hauds.of. a cruel lord, &c.| Not.of Sennacherid king 
of Afyria, which way go many interpreters,” both 
Chriftian and Fewifh, as Aben Ezra,’ Farchi and 


Kimebi ; not of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, | 


as in “Yer. xlvi. 25, 26. but either of the twelve ty- 
rants that rofe up after the death of Sethou above- 
mentioned ; for the word is in the plural number 
lords, tho’ the adjective rendered cruel is’ fingular ; 


of elfe Pfammiticus, the father of Pharoah Necho, 
that flew ‘Fofiah ; -and who conquered the other | 


eleven tyrants, and ruled alone, for the fpace of 
fifty-four years, with great rigour ; and’the fame 
is defigned in the next claufe: and a fierce king 


foall rule over them ; it is reported of Pfamiitichus, ' 


that he gave fuch offence to his fubjyects, that two 
hundred thoufand of his foldiers left him, and went 
into Ethiopia*. Vitringa interprets this of the Per- 
Jian emperors, into whofe hands Egypt fell, as Cam- 
byfes and Ochus ; and who, according to ‘hiftorians, 
were very cruel princes. ‘That there might be no 
doubt of the fure and certain accomplifhment of 
this prophecy, it is added, /aith the Lord, the Lord 
of hofts; “of thé armies above and below ;’ and 
who does, what he pleafes among the kings and 
kingdoms of the earth. ‘ ce Cale 


a There were ten of them in Thebais, the fame number in Del , Nand 
66. le Nat. Hit be. eg: | Blo 

& F7PAj. evacuabitur, Pagninus, Montanus, Pifcator, Cocceius. y Poe 

ri See Raleigh’s hiftory,.of the,world, B. z..¢. 27. $4 2.'P. 357 

¢ Herodot. ib. a mae , t is wren wis le ar 


1.9; c. 164, 165, 166. 


Junius & Tremellius ; abforbebo, Pifeator, 


® Herodot: 1.2. c. 248, 149. 
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¥. 5. Aud the waters foall fail from the fea, 8ec.] 
Which Kimchi underftands figuratively of the de- 
ftruction of; the Egyptians by the king of Afjria, 
compared to the drying up of the waters of the 
Nile; and others think that the fai ure © ‘thei 
trade by fea is meant, which brought great ‘reve- 
ries into the kingdom; but by what follows; it 
feems beft to take the words in a literal fenfe, 
the waters of the river Wile, which being « 
as in the néxt claufe, could not empty them 
into the fea, as they ufed,, and ‘therefore very pro 


Lc 


’ 
fer 
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the fingular, becdufe of the abundance of water in © 
it; of its feven ftreams, with other rivulets, de- 
rived from it. Some make the ¢bey here, to refe 
to thé kings of Egypt, and interpret the words | 
fomé projects of their's, by which the courfe of 
the river was ttirned to great difadvantage ;° pai % 
cularly they underftand it of the twelve tyrants t 
reigned after Sethon, to. whom they afcribe the dig- 
ging of the. vaft lake of Maris, the two pyramids: 
built-in the midft of it,.and a labyrinth near it, 
tho’ only thé labyririth was made by them; anc 

as for the lake, it was made by Meris, aking of . 
Egypt, from whom it had its name; fome hundred ¥ 


différvice, to, the Nile; for it received its water 

when it dverflowed too much, and it furnithed it 
with water by’ an outlet when it failed: rather 
therefore this paffage may be illuftrated by the at- 
tempt which Necus, the fon of P/ammiticus, whom. 
the feripture calls “Pharaoh Necho, made, to join 
the Nile and the'réd-fea together, by making a ca- 


nal from the one to the other; in which work he j 
loft a hundred and twenty thoufand men, and de-. 
fifted from it without finifhing it‘; but it is a 
thought hereby the. river was greatly weakened : Pr. 
and thé brooks of defence fhall be emptied and dried 
up ; as the river of Nile and its ftreams were the — . 


defence of the land of Egypt, as well as made for 
the fruitfulnefs of it, for’ thefe muft make'it lefs _ 
acceffible to a foreign enemy ; and ca 

lay their fhipping, which were their protection 5 
and moreover, from hence brooks and courfes of — 
water might be derived and carried about theit 


fortified, cities, which added to the ftre 
them. | ‘The Targum renders it ag? 00 
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more were defigned , 
bat i bhopesdanaainn grt ging 
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above inftance or inftances will account for: the | fhips were) made of the ftalk of the papyrus; and 
reeds and fiags fhall wither; which grew in ‘the | the Egyptian priefts wore fhoes made of it‘. It 
brooks, and near them ; and therefore much more | may be obferved, that paper was made of the pel- 


the grafs and corn, and other trees, which were at | licles or little fkins {tripped off of the infide of the 
a diitance ; befides, thefe are mentioned, becaufe | ftem of the papyrus; which fhows with what pro- 


Ch. xix, ¥. 7—9. 


of the great ufefulnefs they were of; for of thefe 
they made fhips, barks and boats, and imatts for 
bedding, and nets, for fifhing ; as alfo paper to 
write on, as follows, and which was a ftaple com- 
modity with them ; fee the note on ch, xviii. 2. 
¥. 7. The paper reeds by the brooks, by. the mouth 
of the brooks, &c.] Not at the fountain or origin 
of the Vile and its ftreams, but by the fides there- 
of ; on the banks of which grew a reed or, ruth, 
called by the Greeks, papyrus and biblus; from whence 
come the words paper and idle, or book, of which 
paper was anciently made; even. as early as the 
times of J/aiah, and fo, many hundreds of years 
before the times of Alexander the Great, to which 
fome fix the era of making it. ‘* According to 
** Pliny.¢, its root is of the thicknefs of a man’s 
“* arm, and ten cubits long; from this arife a 
great number of triangular ftalks, fix or feven 
cubits high, each thick enough to be eafily fpan- 
ned. Its leaves are long, like thofe of the bull- 
rufh; its flowers ftamineous, ranged in clufters at 
the extremities of the ftalks ; its roots woody and 
knotty, like thofe of rufhes; and its tafte and fmell 
near a-kin to thofe,of the cyperus.—The manner 
of making the Egyptian paper was this: they 
began with lopping off the two extremes of the 
papyrus, viz. the head and root, as of no ufe 
in this manufaéture; the remaining ftem they 
flit lengthwife, into equal parts; and from each 
of thefe they ftripped the. thin fcaly coats or 
pellicles, whereof it was compofed, with a point 
of a penknife (or needle, as fome); the innermoft 
of thefe pellicles were looked on as the beft, 
and thofe neareft the rind or bark the wortt ; 
they were kept apart accordingly, and contti- 
tuted different forts of paper. As the , pellicles 
were taken off, they extended them on a table ; 
then two or more of them were laid over each 
other tranfverfely, fo as that their fibres made 
right angles ; in this ftate they were glued to- 
gether by the muddy waters of the Nilus. Thefe 
being next prefied to get out the water, then 
‘dried, and laftly flatted and fmoothed, by beat- 
ing them with a mallet, conftituted paper; which 
they fometimes polifhed further, by rubbing it 
with a hemifphere of glafs, or the like—— 
There were paper-manutactures in divers cities 
of Egypt; but the greateft and moft celebrated 
was that at Alexandria, where, according to 
Varro’s account, paper was firft made.——The 
trade and confumption of this commodity were 
in reality incredible. Vopifcus.relates, that the 
tyrant Lirmus, who rebelled in Egypt, publickly 
* declared, he would maintain an army only, pa- 
“ pyro &F glutine, with paper and glue*.” So that 
the withering and drying up of thefe paper reeds, 
here threatened, muft be a great calamity upon 
the nation. And befides paper, of this rufh or 
reed were made fails, ropes, and other naval rig- 
ging, as alfo matts, blankets, clothes, and even 
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¢ Chamber's Cyclopedia, in the word paper. 
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priety the word * for paper-reeds is here ufed, which 
comes from.a root which fignifies to ftrip or make 
bare, and from which alfo is derived a word which 
fignifies a fkin. And every thing fown by the brooks 
Shall. wither, be driven away, and be no more; all 
forts of fruitful plants, and grain of every kind, 
hemp and flax after-mentioned, and which are op- 
pofed to reeds and rufhes, which grew of them- 
felves ; and if thefe which were fown by the fides 
of brooks and rivers withered and came to nothing, 
then much more what was fown at a greater di- 
ftance. 
¥. 8. The jfifhers alfo foall mourn, &c.| Becaufe 
there will be no fith to catch ; the waters of the 
river being dried up, and fo will have none to fell, 
and nothing to fupport themfelves and families 
with ; and this muft alfo affect the people in ge- 
neral, fifh being the common food they lived upon, 
fee Numb, xi. 5. not only becaufe of the great 
plenty there ufually was, but becaufe they: killed 
and eat but very few living creatures, thro’ a fuper- 
ftitious regard unto them; tho’ Herodotus fays *, 
the Egyptian priefts might not tafte of fifhes, yet 
the common people might ;, for, according to that 
hiftorian ‘, when the river Nile flowed out of the 
lake of Meris, a talent of filver every day was 
brought into the king’s treafury, arifing from the 
profit of fifh; and when it flowed in, twenty pounds; 
nay, he exprefsly fays *, that fome of them live 
upon fifh only, gutted, and dried with the fun : 
and all they that caft angle, or hook, into the brooks 
feall lament , which defcribes.one fort of fifhermen, 
and way of catching fifhes, with the angle and 
hook, as the following claufe defcribes another 
fort : and they that fpread nets upon the waters foall 
languifo, be difpirited and enfeebled for want of 
trade and fubfiftence, and with grief and horror. 
¥. 9. Moreover they that work in fine flax, &c.] 
Of which they made fine linen cloth, and yarn, 
and was much wore by the Egyptians, and was the 
commodity of the country, and for which other na- 
tions trafficked with them, 1 Kings x. 28. Ezek. 
XXVii. 10. but now would have no flax to work, 
that being withered and gone, which was fown by 
the fides of the brooks, ¥. 7, 15. and no linen 
cloth or yarn to fell, and confequently in great 
confufion and diftrefs, as they are here reprefent- 
ed'!, The Targum renders the whole verfe thus, 
“* they fhall be confounded which work flax, which 
“«< they comb, and of. it weave nets ;” and fo Far- 
chi and Kimchi interpret it, not of perfons that 
wrought in flax, to make yarn or linen of it ; but 
who combed it, to make nets of it, as follows: 
and they that weave net-works fhall be confounded , be- 
caufe they would have no fale for their nets, the 
fifhermen having no ufe for them, the rivers being 
dried up. The word for net-works fignifies holes, 
becaufe nets are made with holes large enough to 
let the water through, and fo {mall that the fifhes 
may not get out. Some render the word white 
: works, 
f Herodot. Euterpe, five 


; h Euterpe, five 1. 2. c. 37. 
by us rendered fine; and fo Ben Melech fays, in the Arabic 


language th tea and fineft linen is called owes and fo fays Kimchi in Sepher Shorafh ; with which Schindler agrees, 


Arab. DWN, fericum or muflin ; but it is a queftion whether this is of fo early a date, and efpecial 
Dieu and Bochart think it denotes the colour of the linen, which was yellow, that being 
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works ™, white linen, white cloth, of which white 
garments are made, fuch as nobles and princes 
formerly wore; hence, in the Hebrew language, 
they are called by a name of the fame root and 
fignification ; but the former fenfe feems beft. 

¥. 10. And they foall be broken in the purpofes 
thereof, &c.| Meaning either the perfons that work 
in flax, or in making nets; who fhall be difap- 
pointed in. their views, expectations, and defigns, 
in bringing them to a good market, fince there 
will be no buyers. The word for purpo/es fignifies 
foundations, as in Pf xi. 3, and may defign dams 
and banks, that are made to keep in the water, 
which fhall be broken down, and be of no fervice 
to anfwer the end; but Kimchi obferves, that the 
word in the Za/mudic language fignifies wets, as it 
does"; and this feems to be moft agreeable to the 
context; and then the words may be rendered, 
and its nets fhall be broken’, fhall lie and rot for 
want of ufé: ‘all that make fluices and ponds for fib; 
or, ail that make an inclofure of ponds of Soul”; or 
for delight and pleafure; that is, not only fuch 
fhall be broken in their purpofes, afhamed and con- 
founded, and be difpirited, mourn and lament, 
whofe bufinefs and employment it is to catch fith, 
or make nets for that end, and get their livelihood 
thereby ; but even fuch who inclofe a confluence 
of water, and make fifh-ponds in their fields and 
gardens for their pleafure, will be difappointed; for 
their ‘waters there will be dried up, and the fifh die, 
as well as in the common rivers. The Septuagint 
verfion renders it; and all they that make zythum 
foall grieve, zythum was a fort of malt liquor of 
the ancients ; and the word for /luices is of affinity 
with a word that is often ufed for ftrong drink ; 
and fo the Syriac verfion here, ‘¢ and all they thall 
“* be humbled that make ftrong drink, for the 
“ drink of the foul ;” or-for men to drink for 
pleafure. 

y. 11. Surely the princes of Zoan are fools, &c.] 
Zoan was a very ancient city of Egypt, it was built 
within feven years of Hebron in the land of Fudab, 
Numb. xiii. 22. here it was that the Lord did thofe 
miracles, by the hands of Mo/es and Aaron, before 
Pharaoh and his people, in order to oblige him to 
let I/rael go, Pf. xxviii. 12, 43. by which it ap- 
pears that it was then the royal city, as it feems to 
have been now; fince mention is made of the princes 
of it, who ufually have their refidence where the 
court is. The Targum, Septuagint, and Vulgate 
Latin verfions, call it Tanis, which was the me- 
tropolis of one of the nomes or provinces of Egyps, 
called from it the Tanitic nome’; near it was one 
of the gates of the Nile, which had from it the 
name of the Yawitic gate’; the princes of this 
place, the lords of this nome, tho’ they had princely 
education, acted a foolith part, in flattering their 
fovereign, as afterwards mentioned, and in putting 
him upon doing things deftructive to his kingdom 
and fubjects: the counfel of the wife counfellors is 
become brutifh ; the men of whofe privy-council 
were efteemed very wife, and greatly boafted of, 
and much confided in; and yet the counfel they 
gave him were fuch, as made them look more like 

rutes than men: how fay ye unto Pharaoh; the then 
reigning prince, for Pharaoh was a name common 
to all the kings of Egypt. Some think their king 
Sethon is meant, faid to be avery foolith king : 
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others, Pfammiticus , which” feems more likely ; 
tho’ there is no need to apply it to any particular 
king, they being ufed to fay what follows, to all 
their kings: Iam she fon of the wife, fuggelting 
that wifdom was natural and hereditary to him; 
tho’ this may not merely refpect his immediate an- 
ceftors, but remote ones, as Menes or Mizraim, 
the firft king of Egypt, to whom is attributed: the 
invention of arts and fciences ; and his fon Thoth; ~ 
the fame with Hermes, the Mercury of the Egyptians: 
The Septuagint, Syriac, and Arabic verfions; make 
thefe words to be fpoken by the wife counfellors of 
themfelves, we are the fons of wife men, and fo the 
next claufe; likewife, Aben Exra and Farchi, alfe 
the Targum : the fon of ancient kings; according/to . 
thefe, it is fpoken to Pharaoh thus, and thou the fon 
of ‘kings of old, of Ham, Mizraim, Thoth, &ei 
the Egyptians boafted much of the antiquity of their 
kingdom and kings ; and they fay, from their firft 
king Menes, to Sethon the prieft of Vulcan, who 
lived about the time of this prophecy, were three 
hundred and forty-one generations or ages of men, 
in which were as many kings and priefts; and 
three hundred generations are equal to ten thoufand 
years *; and fo many years, and more, their kings 
had reigned down to the prophet’s time ; which 
was all vain boafting, there being no manner of 
foundation for it. Vitringa renders it the fon. of 
ancient counfellors ; this, as the former, being 
fpoken by the counfellors, not of Pharach, but 
themfelves. ‘ 
y. 12. Where are they 2? where are thy wife men? 
&c.] The magicians and foothfayers, the diviners 
and aftrologers, who pretended, by their magic art 


and fkill in judicial aftrology, to foretel things to — 


come: this is an addrefs to the king of Egypt; 
who had fuch perfons about him, and encouraged 
them, by confulting them on occafion, and re- 
warding them: and let them tell thee now, and let 
them know what the Lord of hofts hath purpofed upon 
Egypt ; or, againft it, \et them tell, if they can, 
and make known unto thee the purpofes of God’s 
heart, the things he has refolved upon, even the 
calamities and punifhments he will fhortly inflict 
upon the Egyptians, of which he has given notice 
by his prophets. ; 
¥. 13. The princes of Zoan are become fools, 8c.] 
Or infatuated, in their counfels to Pharaoh, an 
by giving heed to the magicians and diviners ; fee 
the note on ¥. 11: the princes of Noph are deceived; 
called Moph in Hof. ix. 6. where our. tranflation 
renders it Memphis; and fo do the Septuagint and. 
Vulgate Latin verfions here; the Arabic verfion has, 


it Menpbis; the Syriac verfion Mophis; and the 


Targuin Mephes;, the city of Memphis is no doubt 
intended, which was the chief of the firft of the 
nomes or provinces of Egypt, from whence it was 


called Memphites : it was the metropolis of Upper; _ 
Egypt, and the feat of their kings and princes; it . 


was built by their firft king Menes ', or Mizraim, . 
and had in it the famous temple of Vulcan; it con--. 
tinues to this day, and goes by the name of M/kairs . 
or Grand Cairo: they have alfo feduced Egypt; the 
princes of the above places being deceived them- ~ 
felves by the diviners and aftrologers, deceived the. - 
common people that inhabited the nomes and pro-.- 
vinces where they dwelt; it being ufual with fuch — 
to follow their fuperiors in principle and practice : 
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even they that are thé flay of the tribes thereof, or, 
who are the corner of its tribes *, meaning the nomes 
‘or provinces of Egypt, efpecially the Zavitic and 
Mempbitic nomes, whofe provinces are mentioned ; 
thefe are called tribes by the prophet, in the Jan- 
guage of the Yews, which land were, divided. into 
tribes, as the land of Egypt was divided into nomes; 
and about this time it was divided into twelve king- 
doms, as J/rael-was into, twelve tribes: now, the 
princes of. thefe tribes and kingdoms, who fhould 
have been.as corner {tones, to which civil magi- 
ftrates are compared, fee Pf cxviii. 22. Zech. x. 4. 
the. itay and fupport.of the people, and fhould 
have kept them right, thefe led them wrong, into 
miftakes and errors. 

¥.14. Lhe Lord hath mingled a perverfe fpirit in 
the midji thereof, &c.| A {pirit of error, as the 
Largum, Sepiuagint, and, Arabic verfions ; or of 
giddineis, as the Vulgate Latin: this he mingled in 
a cup for. them, and poured it out, and gave them 
‘it to drink , and an intoxicating cup it was, fuch 
as men are made drunk with; to which the allu- 
fion is, as the. laft claufe of the verfe thews; fo 
that the infatuation and want of wifdom in their 
counfels were from the Lord; who, becaufe of the 
vain boafts of their wifdom, in righteous judgment, 
gave them up to judicial blindnefs, ftupidity, and 
folly: and they have caufed Egypt to err in. every 
work. thereof; both in religious and civil, affairs, 
leading them into fupertftition and idolatry, to which 
they were of. old inclined and addicted, and form- 
ing fuch fehemes and projects, and putting them 
upon fuch works, as were very detrimental to the 
nation. Some think this refers to the twelve ty- 
rants, who difagreeing among themfelves, being 
acted by a perverfe {fpirit, greatly diftracted the 
people; tho’ rather it may refer to the times of 
Necho, and to his project in cutting a canal for the 
bringing of the Nile to the red-fea, before men- 
tioned, in which he loft feveral thoufands of men, 
without accomplifhing it; and of his predeceflor, 
in befieging d/hdod twenty-nine years, e’re he took 
it": as a drunken man ftaggereth in bis vomit ; who 
is fo very drunk, that his head is quite giddy, and 
can’t walk upright, but ftaggers as he goes, and 
vomits as he ftaggers, and falls down, and is 
rolled in it, as the Targum, jutt like fuch a man 
were the princes and governors of the Egyptian 
provinces. 

y. 15. Neither fhall there be any work for Eg ypt, 
&c.], No trade or bufinefs to carry on ; their rivers 
being dried up, there was no flax to work with, 
and fine linen was a principal commodity of Egypt ; 
nor any fifh to catch, or rufhes to make paper of, 
as. before obferved: or it would not be in the 
power of their hands to deliver themfelves from 
the Affyrians that fhould come againft them; and 
that they fhould be deprived of wifdom and counfel, 
and be at their wits end, not knowing what to do, 
or what {tep to. take : which the head or tail, branch 
or, rujfo may. do, high or low, ftrong or weak, all 
ranks and orders of men, fhall have nothing to do; 


all fhall be weak and difpirited, and void of counfel. 


By the head and branch, may be meant the king 
and his nobles; and by the ¢a# and rujh, the com- 
mon people; fee chap. ix. 14,15. The Zargum 
interprets the whole of their chief men thus, “ and 
“ the Zigyptians fhall have no king to reign, nor 
“< prince, noble, governor, or ruler.” Farchi ex- 
plains. it of the magicians, aftrologers, and ftar- 
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gazers of Leypt, who, with all their boafted know- 
ledge and, wiidom, fhould not beable either, to 
forefee or prevent the eyil,coming upon them. 

¥. 16.. ln that day foall Egypt be ike unto womens 
&c.] Weak and feeble, as the Yargum ;. fearful 
and timorous, even, their military force ; and, de- 
void. of wifdom, even. theirsprinces and nobles : 
and it foall be afraid and fear, becaufe of the faking 
of the hand of the Lord of Hofts, which. be. foaketh 
over it; which the Lord may be faid to do, when 
he lifts up his rod, and holds it over a people, and 
threatens, them with ruin and deftruction; perhaps 
this may refer to what was, done in Judea by Sen- 
nacherib’s army, which was an intimation to ,the 
Egyptians that their turn was next; andwif. the 
fhaking of the Lord’s, hand over a people is. fo 
terrible, what muft the weight of it be? Some 
think there is an allufion to Mo/es’s thaking his 
rod over the. red-fea, when the Egyptians were 
drowned, in which the hand or power of the Lord 
was fo vifibly feen, and which now might be called 
to mind. Sen Melech obferves, that when one man 
calls to another, he waves his hand to him to. come 
to him; fo here it is, as if the Lord waved with 
his hand.to the enemy to come and. fight, againft 
Egypt, which caufed fear and dread. 

¥.17. And the land of Judah foall be a terror 
unto Egypt, &c.] Not by reafon of war breaking 
out between them, they being in ftriét alliance 
with each other at this, time; but on account. of 
what they fhould hear had. befallen the Jand \of 
Fudea, and the cities of it, by the invafion of Sen- 
nacherib’s. army, which had taken and laid them 
wafte; the tidings of which being brought them, 
a pannic would feize them, fearing that they fhould 
next fall a facrifice to them, becaufe of their alli- 
ance with them, and nearnefs to them, there being 
only the land of the Phili/tines between them, and 
Egypt ; and Fudea being invaded and, over-run, 
the way was open for the Arian army into. their 
country ; and befides they might. reflect, that if 
the judgments of God fell fo heavy on his own 
people, what might they not expect? and. the. 
rather, as they had been the means. of drawing 
them into idolatry, which had provoked the Lord 
to come out again{ft them ; as well as at the re- 
membrance of the injuries they had formerly done 
them.  Yarchi and Kimchi underftand this of the 
fall and ruin of Sennacherib’s army, at the fiege of 
Ferufalem, the rumour of which reaching Egypt, 
would fill them with terror; or, as fearing that 
the hand of the Lord, which was feen in that 
affair, would be next lifted up againft them; which 
fenfe is not probable ; the former is beft. The 
word ufed for zerror, fignifies dancing, fuch, as is 
not thro’ joy, but fear, fee Pf. cvii. 27: every one 
that maketh mention thereof; or calls to mind, or 
thinks of it, or {peaks of it to others, what was 
done in the land of Fudea by the Ajprian army : 
joall be afraid.in him/elf, that this will be their cafe 
quickly in Egypt: becau/e of the counjel of the Lord 
of Hojts, which be hath determined againft it , or upon, 
it, or concerning ii*; meaning either fudea, which. 
was known by the prophets he fent unto it; of 
Egypt, who might conclude this from what hap~ 
pened to a neighbouring nation. 

y..18. In that day fhall. five cities in the land of 
Egypt, Src} Here opens a {cence of mercy, @ 
prophecy of good things to the Egyptians in future, 
times; for this is not to be underftood of tS felf 
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fame time, that the former calamities would come 
upon them ; but of fome time after that 5 and not 
of Egypt, fpiritual or myftical, that is, Rome, or 
the antichriftian jurifdition, fo called, Rev. xi. 8. 
and of the five kingdoms that fhould revolt from 
it at the reformation, as Cocceius thinks; who in- 
terprets’ the above prophecy of the antichriftian 
ftate, and names the five kingdoms that fhould 
break off from it, and did; as Great-Britain, the 
uhited ftates of Holland, Denmark and Norway, 
Swedeland, the people of Germany, and thofe near 
them, as Bohemia, Hungary, Tranfylvania and Hel- 
vetia; but Egypt literally is here defigned ; and its 
five cities either intend juft fo many principal ones, 
. as fome think, namely, Memphis, Tanis, Alexandria, 
Bubaftis and Heliopolis ; -or rather it is a certain 
number for an uncertain; and to be underftood 
either of many, as five out of fix, fince afterwards 
one is mentioned, as to be deftroyed ; or rather of 
a few, as five out of twenty thoufand, for fo many 
cities are’ faid to have been in Egypt’; and {o this 
number is ufed in fcripture for a few, fee 1 Cor. 
xiv. 19. and the prophecy refpeéts the converfion 
of them, which fome think was fulfilled in fome 
little time -after ; either by fome Hews fleecing to 
Egypt, when Fudea was invaded, and Ferufalem be- 
fieged by Sennacherib, who making known, and 
profeffing the true religion there, were the means, 
af converting many of the Egyptians; or, as the 
Fews* think, it had its accomplifhment when Sen- 
nacherib’s army was deftroyed, and what remained 
of them, confifting of Egyptians and other people, 
were difmifled by Hezekiah, and being ufed kindly 
by him, embraced the true religion, and carried it 
with them into Zgypt, and there profefled and pro- 
pagated it; but it feems moft likely to refer to 
later times, the times of the gofpel, when it was 
carried and preached in Egypt by the evangelift 
Mark, and others, to the converfion of them, which 
is expreffed in the following words: /peak the lan- 
guage of Canaan, the Hebrew language, which con- 
tinued from the time of the confufion in the pofte- 
rity of Shem, and in the family of Heber, from 
whom Abraham defcended; which was not the lan- 
guage of the old Cavaanites, tho’ that was pretty 
near it, but what the Yews.now at this time fpake, 
who dwelt in the land of Canaan: but tho’ this 
language is here referred to, and might be learned, 
as it is, where the gofpel comes, for the fake of 
underftanding the fcriptures in the original ; yet 
that is not principally meant, but the religion of 
the chriftian and converted ews; and the fenfe is, 
that the Egyptians hearing and embracing the gof- 
pel, fhould fpeak the pure language of it, and 
make the fame profeffion of it, and with one heart 
and mouth with them glorify God, and confefs the 
Lord Jefus: and when a finner is converted, he 
fpeaks a different language than he did before; the 
language of Canaan is the language of repentance 
towards God, faith in Chrift, love to them, and 
all the faints; it is felf-abafing, Chrift-exalting, 
and free-grace-magnifying language ; it is the lan- 
guage of prayer to God for mercies wanted, and 
of praife and thank{giving for mercies received, 
and efpecially for Chrift, and the bleffings of grace 
in him ; it is the language of experience, and what 
agrees with the word of God: and in common con- 
verfation it is different from others; not fwearing, 
or lying, or filthinefs, or foolith jefting, or frothy, 
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vain, and idle talk, are this language ; but what is 
favoury, and for the ufe of edifying: and /wear 
to the Lord of Hofis; not by him, but to him, 
which fometimes is put for the whole of religious 
worfhip, Deut. vi. 13. and fignifies a bowing, a 
fubmiffion, and fubjection to him; compare Jf 
xlv. 23. with Rom. xiv. 11. it is fwearing alle- 
giance to him, owning him to be their Lord, kin 
and law-giver, and a refolution to obey him in ail 
his commands and ordinances, fee P/. cxix. 106: 
one fhall be called the city of deftruétion, not one of 
the five cities before mentioned ; becaufe all fuch- 
as believe with the -heart unto righteoufnefs, and 
with the mouth make confeffion agreeable to it, 
fhall be faved ; but the fenfe is, that one and all,” 
and every one of thefe cities, and all fuch perfons 
in them,.as fpeak not the language of Canaan, who 
neither embrace the gofpel, nor become fubje& to 
Chrift, fhall be devoted to deftruction : tho’ there 
is a Keri and Cetib, of thefe words; it is written’ 
Heres, deftruction, but it is read Cheres, the fun ; 
and there was a city in Egypt called Beth Sheme/h, 
the houfe of the fun, Fer. xliii. 13. and by the 
Greeks, Heliopolis*; and by the Latines, Solis Oppi- 
dum; and fo the Vulgate Latin verfion renders it, 
and one foall be called the city of the fun; that is, 
Heliopolis, where the fun was worfhipped, and from 
whence it had its name; and fo the words are a 
difplay of the grace of God, that in that city, 
which was the feat of idolatrous worfhip, there the 
fun of righteoufnefs fhould arife, and there fhould 
be a number of perfons in it, that fhould profefs 
his name. The Targum takes in both the writing 
and reading of this paffage, and renders it, ** the 
“< city of Beth Shemefb, which is to be deftroyed, 
*¢ fhall be called one of them.” 

¥. 19. In that day there fhall be an altar to the 
Lord in the midft of the land of Egypt, 8c.] Fa- 
Jephus*, and other Yewi/h writers *, fuppofe this to 
be fulfilled, when Onias the fon of Simeon the juft, — 
fled into Egypt, and obtained leave of Ptolemy king 
of Egypt, and queen Cleopatra, to build a temple 
and an altar there, like thofe at Yeru/alem, in order 
to draw the Yews thither, which was about fix hun- 
dred years after this prophecy; and who did build 
both a temple and an altar in the nome of Helio- 
polis, about a hundred and fourfcore furlongs from 
the city of Memphis, and which continued three 
hundred and forty-three years ; but not a material 
altar is here meant, but a figurative and {piritual 
one, and no other than Chrift, who is the altar 
that fanctifies every gift, and upon which the fpi- 
ritual facrifices of prayer and praife being offered 
up, are acceptable to God. The phrafe denotes 2 
public profeffion of Chrift, and a fetting up of 
his worfhip ; it is ufed in allufion to the patriarchs, 
who, wherever they came, fet up an altar to the 
Lord, and worfhipped him: and a pillar at the 
border thereof to the Lord; in like manner as the 
patriarchs ufed to do, Gen. xxviii. 18. and xxxy. 
1, 14. it fignifies not only that in the middle of 
the land, but upon the borders of it, the chriftian 
religion fhould be embraced and profeffed ; fo that 
no fooner did a man ftep into it, but he fhould find 
that this was the religion profeffed there : it figni- 
fies that here would be placed minifters of the 
gofpel, who are as pillars to hold forth and fup- 
port the .doétrines of it; and a church-ftate, which . 
is the pillar and ground of it; and perfons con- 
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verted, that fhould be pillars in the houfe of God, 
that fhould never geout; fee Prov. ix. 1. Gal. ii. 9. 
1 Tim, ii. 15. Rev. iii. 12. 
¥.20. And it foall be for a fign, and fora wit- 
nefs unto the Lord of Hofts in the land of Egypt, &c.] 
This refers either to what goes before, that the 
‘altar and pillar were figns and witneffes that the 
Lord was believed in, profeffed, and, worfhipped 
there; or to what follows after, that the Lord’s 
hearing the cries of men, and anfwering them, by 
fending a great Saviour to them, ‘is a token) and 
teftimony for him of his great love unto them : 
for they fhall cry unto the Lord becaufe of the op- 
prefors; as men awakened and convinced do, feel - 
ing the oppreffions of a guilty confcience, and a 
tempting devil, and an enfnaring wicked world : 
and-he foall fend them a Saviour, and a great one, 
and he fhall deliver them, this is Chrift, whom God 
fent in the fulnefs of time to be the Savieur of loft 
finners,; and he is a great one indeed, the great 
God, and our Saviour, Tif. ii. 13." who is the fon 
of God, the true God and eternal life, who has all 
. the perfections of deity in him; the creator and 
upholder of all things; and muft have therefore 
great and fufficient abilities to fave finners to the 
uttermoft ; and thofe that come to God by him, 
he does fave and deliver from all their fins, and out 
of the hands of all their enemies, and from wrath, 
ruin, and deftruction.. Abarbinel * owns that the 
Meffiah is here meant, as undoubtedly he is ; and 
not the angel that deftroyed Sennacherib’s army, as 
Kimchi; for the text fpeaks not of the Jews, but 
_of the Egyptians. Vitringa thinks that either lex- 
ander, called the Great, or elfe Ptolemy the fon of 
Lagus, who had the fame epithet, and who was 
alfo called Soter, the Saviour, is here meant. 
y¥.21. And the Lord fhall be known to Egypt, 
&c.] The means of knowing him would be 
-granted them; which*were partly thro’ the Bible 
being tranflated into the Greek language, at the re- 
queft of Ptolemy king..of Egypt, which was then 
underftood in that country, and this was a con- 
fiderable time before the coming of Chrift; and 
chiefly thro’ the gofpel being brought hither by 
the evangelift Mark, and others, whereby many of 
them were brought to a f{piritual, experimental, and 
evangelical knowledge of Chrift : aud the Egyptians 
feall know the Lord; own and net oA bim, 
profefs faith in him, hope iof shappinefs by -him, 
love of him, and fubjection to him, his gofpel and 
ordinances : and Jhall do facrifice and oblation ; not 
fuch facrifice and oblation as were enjoined by the 
ceremonial law, fince thofe would be now abro- 
gated ; but the fpiritual facrifices of prayer, praife, 
and good works, and of the prefentation of them- 
felves, as a holy, living, and acceptable facrifice 
to God, their reafonable fervice: under thefe ce- 
remonial rites is fignified the whole fpiritual wor- 
fhip of the New Teftament: yee, they shall wow a 
vow unto the Lord, and perform it; Jay themfelves 
under obligation to ferve the Lord, and act ac- 
cording to it ; fee £edl. v. 4, 5. and this is to be 
~underftood not of legal vows, as that of the Na-. 
zarite, or any other, but of the fpiritual one of 
praife and thank({giving ; fee Pf 1. 14. “and Jxv. 1. 
¥.22. And the Lord fhall fmite Egypt, &c.] By 
one afflictive providence or another, which ‘hall 
awaken them to a fenfe of finand duty ; or fimite 
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their confciences with convictions of fin, thro’ the 
miniftry of the word by his fpirit: be /hall fmite 
and heal it, or fmiting and healing‘, as he {mites 
he fhall heal, by an application of pardoning grace 
and mercy, by {prinkling the blood of Chrift on 
their wounded confciences, and by pouring in the 
oil and wine of divine love into the wounds made 
by fin: and they fhall return even to the Lord, by 
faith and repentance ; or to his worfhip, as the 
Targum, by an obedience to his will, and fhall 
cleave unto him: and he fhail be intreated of them, 
and be foall heal them, when wounded with a fenfe 
of fin, and pricked to the heart, they fhall cry 
unto him, and entreat his pardoning grace and 
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‘mercy, which being applied to them heals ; for 


healing difeafes and forgiving iniquities dre orie and 
the fame thing; fee P/- ciii. 3 igh 

¥. 23. In that day fall there be a high-way out of 
Egypt to Affyria, 8c.| It ignifies that there fhould 
be peace between them, all hoftilities fhould ceafe, 
free trade and commerce with each other fhould. 
be opened, and nothing fhould hinder communion, 
with one another ; which fome think had fome fhew 
of accomplifhment in the times of Pfammiticus ; 
but it chiefly refers to gofpel-times, and to t 
chriftian communion between one nation ahd an- 
other, that receive the gofpel, tho’ before impla- 
cable enemies, as the Egyptians and Affyrians were: 
and the Affyrian foall come into Egypt, and the Egyp- 
tian into Affyria ; which is expreffive of entire con- 
cord and harmony between them, fuch as was 
among the firft chriftians : and the Egyptians fhall 
Jerve with the Affyrians; that.is, the Lord, as Kim- 
chi and Ben Melech interpret it; they. fhall both 
ferve the Lord with one fhoulder and confent, unite 
in prayer to the Lord, in heating the word, and 
attending on other ordinances, Some render it, 
the Egyptians fhall ferve the Affyrians®,; not as being 
their lords and mafters, in a fervile way, but by 
love; as faints do, or flould ferve one another, 
doing all kind offices of love to each other; fee 
Gal, v.13. Pele jiaei Us : 

¥.24. In that day fhall Ifrael be the third with 
Egypt; and with Afpria, &c.] There fhall be a 
triple alliance between them; Yew and Gentile thall 
be made one, the middle wall of partition being 
broken down; yea Jrael, or the ews, fhall be 
the third, or the mediator between them both, or 
the means of uniting the Gentiles together, fince 
the gofpel of peace was to go out from them, as 
it did. Perhaps there may be an allufion to the 
fituation of the land of J/rael between Egypt and 
Afpria: even a bleffing in the midft of the lands or 
of the earth, the whole world, being the means of 
conveying the bleffings of grace to the feveral na- 
tions of the world; the Meffiah, in whom all na- 
tions are bleffed, defcending from them, and the 
gofpel being fent out from them unto all nations, 
which publithes the bleffings of grace by Chrift, 
and is the means both of the knowledge; appli- 
cation, and pofleffion of them. 

y¥.25. Whom the Lord of Hofts foall blefs, &c.} 
Not only J/rael, but Egypt and Afhria, even alk 
his chofen ones, whether among Fews or Gentiles : 
Jaying, bleffed be Egypt my people; as they mutt 
needs .be bleffed who are the Lord’s covenant- 
people; forhe being their covenant God, his blefling 
is upon them, even life for evermore ; they are 

bleffed 


poets & fanando, Pagninus, Montanus, Pifcator, Tigurine 
erviet AEgyptius Affyrio, Cocceius; & fervient Agypui ipiit 
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blefféd with all the bleflings of the covenant, even 
all the fpiritual bleffings which are in Chrift ; they 
are fecure of his love, and may depend upon his 
powef and protection ; they are happy here, and 
-will be fo hereafter : and Affyria the work of my 
hands , not as creatures only, but as new creatures, 
having the good work of grace wrought in their 
hearts, of which God is the author ; and therefore 
are called his workmanfhip, £p. ii. 20. and who 
muft be blefled, becaufe by this work of grace 
upon them, they appear to be the chofen of God, 
and pretious, to be his children, and dear unto 
him, whom he will not forfake, and who are formed 


CHAP. 


HIS chapter contains a prophecy of the de- 
i ftruction of the Egyptians and Ethiopians by 
the Afyrians, which had been prophefied of fepa- 
“rately in the two preceding chapters, and now con- 
junétly in this: the time of it is given, ¥.1. the 
fign of it, the prophets walking naked, and bare- 
foot, ¥. 2. the explanation and accommodation of 
@he fign to the captivity of Egypt and Erhiopia, 
¥. 3, 4. the ufe of this to the Fews, and the effect it 
had upon them; fhame for their truft and depen- 
dance on the above nations, and defpair of deli- 
verance from the Afyrians by their means, y. 5, 6. 


¥.1. In the year that Tartan came unto Afbdod, 
&c.] Or Azotus, as*the Septuagint here call it ; 
and which is its name in the New Teftament, 
Atis viii. 40. fee the note there. This Tartan, or 
whom the Septuagint names Tanathan, and the Ara- 
bic verfion Tathan, was one of Sennacherib’s gene- 
rals, 2 Kings xviii. 17: (when Sargon the king of 
Affyria fent him) ,; to the above place to befiege it. 
This Sargon is generally thought to be the fame 
with Sennacherib, fince Tartan was one of his ge- 


nerals, who might have more names than one. 


‘Ferom fays he had feven ; the Fewi/h Rabbins* eight; 
tho’ fome think a predeceffor of his is meant, Sa/- 
manefer; and others his fon Efar-haddon, who in 
Tobit. i. 21. is called Sarchedon, which might eafily 
pafs by pronunciation into Sargon: and fought againjt 
Afhdod, and took it , which was held by the 4fj- 
rians, till the time of P/ammiticus, and was fo ftrong 
a city, and fo well fortified, that it held out a fiege 
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for himfelf, and for heaven, and happinefs : and 
Tfrael mine inheritance ; chofen by him to be fo, and 
given to Chrift as fuch; and who muft be happy, 
becaufe as they are the Lord’s inheritance, portion, 
and peculiar treafure, fo he has provided an inhe- 
ritance for them, incorruptible, undefiled, which 
fades not away, referved in the heavens. The Zar- 
gum interprets all this of J/rae/, thus, ‘* blefied be 
** my people, whom I brought out of Egypt; and 
becaufe they finned before me, I carried them 
captive into Afyria, and when they are turned, 
‘< they are called my people, and mine inheritance, 
Tfrael.” "\ 


. 
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¥.2. At the fame time fpake the Lord by Latah 
the fon of Amoz, &c.| Or, by the hand of Ijziah, 
by his means ; and it was to him likewife, as the 
following words fhew; and fo the Septuagint yet- 
fion renders it, he {poke by him, by the fign he 
ufed, according to his order, and he fpoke Phin 
to ule the fign : /aying ; fo the Arabic verfion, with 
him; and with thefe verfions No/dius agrees: go, 
and loofe the fackcloth from off thy loins; a token of 
mourning, and which the prophet wore, as Kimchi 
thinks, becaufe of the captivity of the ten tribes ; 
and it may be alfo on account of the miferies that 
were coming upon the people of the Fews; tho’ 
fome think this was his Common garb, and the 
fame with the royal garment the prophets ufed to 
wear, Zech. xiii. 4. but that he had put off, and 
had put on fackcloth in its room, which he is now 
bid to take off: and put off thy fooe from thy foot, 
as a fign of diftrefs and mourning alfo, 2 Sam. xv. 
30: and he did fo, walking naked and barefoot; 
Kimchi thinks this was only vifionally, or in the 
vifion of prophecy, as he calls it, and not in reality; 
but the latter feems moft probable, and beft to agree 
with what follows; for he was obedient to the di- 
vine command, not regarding the difgrace which 
might attend it, nor the danger of catching cold, 
to which he was expofed ; and hence he has the 
character of a fervant of the Lord, in the next 
words, and a faithful obedient one he was. 

¥. 3. And the Lord faid, &c.| Here follows - 
the explanation of the fign, and the accommoda- 
tion of it, to the thing fignified by it: ke as my 
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Say 
\ 


of twenty-nine years before he could be mafter of | /ervant [faiah hath walked naked and barefoot; not 


it'; how long Tartaz lay againft it, before he took 
it, is not faid; nor is it certain what year he came 
again{t it; thofe who take Sargon to be Salmanefer, 
place it in the fourth year of Hezekiah’s reign, who 
fent Tartan to Afbdod at the fame time that he went 
againft Samaria, 2 Kings xviii. 9. but others, who 
think Sennacherib is Sargon, fix it to the fourteenth 
year of Hezekiah’s reign, as Kimchi; who hearing 
of Tirhakah king of Ethiopia and Egypt coming 
again{t him, went forth to meet him, and fubdued 
him ; and at the fame time fent' Tartan againft 
Afbdod , or rather this was done when he took the 
fenced cities of Fudah, of which this was” one, 
having been taken a little before by Hezekiah from 


wholly naked, for that would have been very in- 
decent, and dangerous indeed; but without his 
upper garment, as Sau/, 1 Sam. xix. 24. and Da- 


‘vid, 2 Sam. Vi. 14, 20. or with rent and ragged 


cloaths, and old fhoes, as * Yarchi interprets it, 
and which might be only when he appeared abroad ; 
and how long he thus walked, is not certain, whe- 
ther only one day, as fome, or three days, as others, 
or three years, which is not faid, tho’ our verfion 
inclines to it; but the three years next .mentioned 
are not to be joined to J/aiah’s walking, but to the 
thing fignified by it ; for the accent Athuach is at . 
the word which is rendered darefoot, and diftin- 
guifhes this claufe from the following. The Sep- 


the Philiftines ; fee 2 Kings xviit. 8, 13. though, if | ¢uagint indeed puts the phrafe shree years into | 


Efar-knddon is Sargon, this mutt’ be in the times of 


claufes, but it only belongs to the latter: shree 


Manaffeh, perhaps about the twenty-fecond year of | years for a fign and wonder upon Egypt, and upon 


his reign, by whom he was’ taken, and ‘carried 
captive ; but it is moft likely to have been in He- 
zekiah’s time, tye . 


" 'T’. Bab. Sanhedrin, fol. 94,.1. 
Sabbat, fol. 114. 1. 


? Herodot. 1. 2. c. 157. 


Ethiopia, that is, the prophets walking naked. 
barefoot was a fign that three years after this Egypr 
and Ethiopia fhould be fubdued by the difjrians , 


kT, Bab. Yoma, fol. 7. as & 
- é oh 


or, that fo long he fhould be in fubduing them, 
or their calamities fhould Jaft fuch a term of time. 
This fign was only feen by the Jews, for whofe 
fake chiefly this prophecy was, to take off their 
dependance on the above nations ; tho’ probably 
this might be made knewn to the Egyptians and 
Ethiopians. 
¥.4. So foall the king of Afpria lead away the 
Egyptians prifoners, and the Ethiopians captives, &c.] 
‘As beafts are led or driven, being taken prifoners, 
and carried captive by the king of Affjria, namely 
Sargon, whoever is intended by him: young and 
_ old, without any regard to age, fparing none for 
their tender years, or gray hairs: naked and bare- 
foot; as prifoners of war commonly are, being 
{tripped by their conquerors of their cloaths, and 
having only a few rags given them to cover their 
nakednefs with, and obliged to travel without fhoes 
on their feet: even with their buttocks uncovered, to 
the fhame of Egypt; having no cloaths on them to 
cover thofe parts ; or the fkirts of their garments 
cut off, as David's fervants were by the Ammonites, 
2 Sam. x, 4. and this to humble and mortify the 
pride of the Egyptians. 
¥.5. And ibey fhall be afraid and afbamed, &c.| 
That is, thofe that trufted and depended upon the 
Egyptians and Ethiopians, particularly the ews 
after mentioned, fhall be afraid that it will be their 
turn next, that they alfo fhall be taken and carried 
captive ; and they fhall be a/bamed that they have 
put their truft and confidence in thofe nations, and 
not in the Lord: of Ethiopia their expeéiation, from 
whom they expected affiftance and protection, par- 
ticularly when Tirbakab king of Ethiopia went out 
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againft the king of Afyria, that he would have been 
a match for him, and have overcome him, and fo 
have freed them from fuch a powerful enemy : cud 
of Egypt their glory; who was their ally, and a 
very potent one, and in whom they gloried; but 
now fhould be afhamed, when both thofe people 
on whom they relied, were caitied captive. ; 

¥. 6. And the inhabitants of this ifle fhall fay, in 
that day, &c.| Not of Afbdod, y. 1. or the ifle of 
Caphtor, Fer. xlvii. 4. but the land of J/rael, as 
both Farchi and Kimchi interpret it; fo called, be- 
caufe it bordered on the fea, as fuch countries are 
fometimes called ifles; fee fer.xxv.22. Ezek. xxvii. 
3,15. Ben Melech interprets it of Ferufalem, and ob- 
ferves that the word fignifies a place or country, 
whether it has a tiver or fea encompaffing it, or 
not ; befides, the land of Canaan had the Medi- 
terranean {ea on one fide of it, and the fea of Galilee 
and Yiberias on the other, and was moreover fepa- 
rated from all other countries by the power, pro- 
vidence, and prefence of God: behold, fuch is our 
expectation, whither we flee for help, to be delivered 
from the king of Afpria; fignifying that it was vain 
and foolifi, and they had aéted a very weak, as 
well as a wicked part, in having recourfe to the 
Egyptians and Ethiopians to help them againft the 
Affyrians, as it plainly appeared by both nation$ 
now being conquered by them: aad how fhall we 
efcape ? feeing they had not, who were more power- 
ful than they were ; and how could they think that * 
they could fave them, who could not fave them- 
felves? and fo the Targum, ‘* if they have not de- 
¢ livered their fouls (themfelves) how fhall we be 
<¢ delivered?” 


CHAP. XXI. 


HIS chapter contains prophecies againft Ba- 
bylon, Idumea, and Arabia. ‘The prophecy 
againft Babylon is called the burden of the defert of 
the fea, whofe enemies are defcribed by the fierce 
manner of their coming, and by the land from 
whence they came, ¥. 1. which vifion being de- 
clared to the prophet, is called a grievous one ; 
what made it fo, was treachery among themfelves ; 
and the Medes and Perfians are invited to befiege 
them, y¥: 2. their terror and diftrefs upon it are re- 
prefented by the pains of a woman in travail, whom 
the prophet perfonates, ¥. 3, 4. and by the methods 
they took to defend themfelves, to which they were 
alarmed, when in the greateft fecurity and jollity, 
y¥. 5. all which is illuftrated by the vifion of the 
watchman, who faw the Medes and Perfians on the 
march, fignified by a chariot and a couple of horfe- 
men, who declares the fall of Babylon, and the de- 
ftruction of its Gods, ¥. 6, 7, 8, 9. which would 
iffe in the good and comfort of the church and 
people of God, ¥. 10. then follows the prophecy 
- againft Idumea, which confifts of a queftion put to 
the watchman, and his anfwer to it; to which an 
exhortation is added, ¥. 11,12. and the chapter 
concludes with another prophecy againft radia: 
the calamities threatened, are lodging in a forett, 
thirft, famine, and fleeing from the fword, y. 13, 
14; 15. and the time is fixed when all this fhould 
“be, by which their glory would fail, and the num- 
ber of their archers and mighty men be leffened ; 
for the confirmation of which the divine teftimony 
fs‘annexed, ¥. 16,17. . 


y.1. The burden of the defert of the fea, &c.} 
That this is a prophecy of the deftruétion of Ba- 
bylon, is clear from the exprefs mention both of the 
Medes and Perfians, by whom it fhould be, and 
of Babylon itfelf, and its fall, ¥. 2,9. which, tho’ 
prophefied of before, is here repeated, partly for 
the certainty of it, and partly for the comfort of 
the people of the ews, who would be captives in 
it, and fo break off and prevent their confidence in 
a nation that would be ruined; and perhaps this 
prophecy might be delivered out about the time, 
or on account of Merodach king of Babylon fending 
letters, and a prefent to Hezekiah, who fhewed to 
his meffengers all his treafures. Babylon is here 
called the defert of the fea, not becaufe it was a 
defert land, for it was a very fruitful one; or be- 
caufe it would be laid defolate, and become as a 
wildernefs ; but either becaufe there was one be- 
tween that and the countries of Media and Perfia, 
as Kimchi, from whence its deftroyers would come ; 
or rather, becaufe it was, as the word may be ren- 
dered, a plain, for fo the land of Chaldea was, and 
the city of Babylon particularly was built in a plain, 
Gen. xi. 2. and becaufe this country abounded with 
pools and lakes, which with the Hebrews are called 
feas; and efpecially fince the city of Babylon was 
fituated by the river Euphrates, which ran about it, 
and through it, and which therefore is faid to dwell 
upon many waters, Fer. li. 13. hence it has this 
name of the defert of the fea; befides Abydenus ', 
from Megajfthenes, informs us, that all the places 
about Babylon were from the beginning, water, and 

were 
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were called a fea; and it fhould be obferved, that 
thyftical-Babylon is reprefented by a woman in a 
defert,: fitting on many waters, which are inter- 
preted-of a multitude of people and nations, Rev. 
XVii. Ty 35 > 15- and fome here by fea underftand 
the multitude of its riches, power, and people. 
The Targum is, ** the burden of the armies, which 
< come from the wildernefs, as the waters of the 
« fea;” underftanding it not of Babylon,. but of its 
enemies and invaders, as follows : as whirlwinds in 
the fouth pafs through ; and nothing can hinder 
them, fuch is their force and power ; they bear all 
before them, come fuddenly, blow ftrongly, and 
there’s no refifting them ; fee Zech. ix. 14 fo it 
cometh from the defert; or he, that is, Cyrus 5 or it, 
the army under him, would come with like irrefifti- 
ble force and power, as the fouthern whirlwinds do, 
which come from a defert country; at leaft that 
part of it in which their foldiers were trained up, 
and which in their march to Babylon muft come 
through the defert,. that lay, as before obferved, 
between that and their country, and thro’ which 
Cyrus did pafs™: from a terrible land, a land of 
ferpents and fcorpions, as Ferchi; or a land afar off, 
as Kimchi and Ben Melech, whofe power and ufage, 
or cuftoms, were not known, and fo dreaded, as 
the Medes and Perfians were by Nitocris queen of 
Babylon, who took care to preferve her people, and 
prevent their -falling into their hands. ‘The Tar- 


gum is, ‘© from a-land in which terrible things are. 


<¢ done.” 

y¥. 2. A grievous vifion is declared unto me, &c.] 
The prophet; meaning the vifion of Badylon’s de- 
ftruétion, which was 4ard, as the word fignifies, 
and might feem harfh and cruel ; not to him, nor 
to the Fews, but to the Chaldeans: the treacherous 


dealer dealeth treacheroufly, and the fpoiler fpoileth ;' 


that is, according to Farchi, one treacherous dealer 
deals treacheroufly -with another, and one {poiler 
fpoils another; the Medes and Perfians deal trea- 
cheroufly with and fpoil the Babylonians, who had 
dealt treacheroufly with and fpoiled other nations : 
and to this fenfe fome read the words, the treacherous 
dealer hath found a treacherous dealer, and the fpoiler 
one that fpoileth" : {ome take it to be a compella- 
tion of the Medes and Perfians, calling upon them 
under thefe characters, to go up and befiege Ba- 
bylon, as, O treacherous dealer, O fpoiler° ; tho’ the 
words may be underftood of the perfidy and trea- 
chery of the Babylonicus, of which they had been 
frequently guilty, and which is given as a reafon 
of their fall and ruin; or rather they fuggeft the 
treacherous means by which they fhould be ruined, 
even by fome from among themfelves ; particu- 
larly, hiftory ? informs us, :that.Gobrias and Gadates, 
two noblemen of the king of Babylon, being ufed 
ill by him, revolted from him, and joined with 
Cyrus ; and when the river Euphrates was drained, 
went at the head of his army in two parties, and 
guided them into the city, and took it; or rather 
Belfhazzar king of Babylon himfelf is-meant, who 
aéted, and continued to act, moft impioufly and 
wickedly : and therefore, go up, O Elam; or 
Elamites, as the Targum and Septuagint ; fee Adis ii. 
g. thefe were Perjians, {fo called from Elam, a pro- 
vince in Perfia,; who are here called upon by the 


Lord of afmies, thro’ the mouth of the prophet, | 


™ Xenophon. Cyropadia, L 5. c. 5, 6 
vaftator, vaftatorem /ué. inveniet. 
De Dieu. 
1,6. §. 7, 8,9; 26. & 1.7. §. 4, 8. 
Sremellius ; errat cor meum, Pifcator. 


r-tyM, erravit cor meum, Montanus ; errat animus meus, 
* Vid, Herodot. 1.1, ¢. 191, Xenophon. 1. 7. ¢. 23. 
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to go up to war againft Babylon s. and thefe are? 
mentioned firft, becaufe Cyrus, who commanded. 


the whole army, was a Perfian: or if Elam is taken. 


for a province, which was indeed fubjeé& to Baby- 
lon, of which Sbufban was the capital city, Dan. — 


‘viii. 2. the governor of it, bradates, revolted 


from the Babylonians, and joined Cyrus, and fought 
‘with him: defiege, O Media, or, O ye Medes, 
join with the Perfians in the fiege of Babylon; as 


they did: all the fighing thereof have I made to ceafe;. 
seither of the army of the Medes and Perfians, who- 
by reafon of long and. tedious marches, frequent 


battles, and hard fieges, groaned and fighed ; but 
now it would be over with them, when Babylon 


“was taken ; or of the Babylonians themfelves, who. 
rwould have no mercy fhewn them, nor have any 


time for fighing, being cut off fuddenly, and in a 
‘moment ; or rather of other people opprefied by 
them, and particularly the Lord’s people the Jews, 
‘who had-been in captivity for the fpace of feventy ~ 
,years, during which they had fighed and groaned,. 
becaufe of the hardfhips they endured; but now 
fighing would be at an end, and they fhould have 
deliverance, as they had, by Cyrus the Perfan. 
The fighing is not that with which they fighed,. 
but which they caufed in others. 

¥. 3. Therefore are my loins filled with pain, 8ec.). 
As a woman at the time of child-birth, as the fol- 
lowing words fhew . thefe.words are fpoken by the 
prophet, not with refpect to himfelf, as if he was. 


‘pained at heart, at the prophecy and vifion he had 


of the ruin of Babylon, fince that was a mortal 
enemy of his people; and befides, their fighing 
being made to ceafe, could never be a reafon of 
diftrefs.in him, but of joy: thefe words are fpoken 


‘by him in the perfon of the Babylonians, and par- - 


ticularly of Bel/bazzar their king :; pangs have takem 
‘hold upon me, as the pangs of a woman that travaileth;, 


which come fuddenly and at once; are very harp: 


‘and ftrong, and inevitable, which cannot be ef- 


caped ; fo the fudden deftruétion of the vista 


}and particularly of antichrift at the laft day, an 
-the terror that fhall attend it, are expreffed by the 


fame metaphor, 2 The//.v. 2,3: Iwas bowed down 
at the hearing of it; diftorted and convulfed; not 
the prophet at the hearing of the prophecy, but 
Belfhazzar whom, he .perfonated, at hearing that 
Cyrus had entered the city, and was at the gates of 
his palace: J was di/mayed at the feeing of it; the 
hand-writing upon the wall, at which his counte- 
nance changed, his thoughts were troubled, his 
loins loofed, and his knees fmote one againft an- 
other, Daa. v. 6. . ' 
¥.4. My heart panted, &c.] Fluttered about, 
and could hardly keep its place : or, my mind wan- 
dered *; like a perfon in diftraction and confufion, 
that knew not what to think, fay, or do: fearful- 
nels affrighted me, the terror of Cyrus's army feized 
him, of its irruption into the city, and of his be- 
ing deftroyed by it ; the writing on the wall threw 
him into a pannic, and the news of the Medes and 
Perfians being entered the city increafed it: the 
night of my pleafure bath he turned into fear unto 
me; in which he promifed himfelf fo much plea- 
fure, at a feaft he had made for his princes, wives, 
and concubines ; either in honour of his god, as 
fome think *, being an annual one ; or, as Jo/ephus 
. i + yg ll 
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erfide, perfidus; O vaftator, vaftator, — 
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fo Cok Te Laacetan, 


Ch. xxi. ¥.s—-9 SA 
ben Gorion* fays, on account of the victory he had 
obtained over the Medes and Perfians ; and fo was 
quite fecure, and never in the leaft thought of de- 
ftruction being at hand; but in the midft of all 
his revelling, mirth, and jollity, the city was fur- 
prized and taken, and he flain, Dan. v. 1, 30. 
So myftical Babylon, in the midit of her profperity, 
whilft the is faying that the fits a queen, and knows 
no forrow, her judgment and plagues fhall come 
upon her, Rev. xviii. 7, 8. 

¥. 5. Prepare the table, &cc.] Set it, fpread it, 
furnifh it with all kind of provifions, as at a feaft; 
and fuch an one Bel/hazzar made, the night the city 

was taken : thefe words are directed to him by his 
courtiers or queen, as perfonated by the prophet, 
in order to remove his fears; fee Dan. v. 10: 
watch in the watch-tower ; this is faid to his -fer- 
vants, his foldiers or centinels, that were placed on 
watch-towers to obferve the motions of the enemy, 
who were ordered on duty, and to be on guard, 
_ that he and his nobles might feaft the more fe- 
-curely ; and all this being done, a table furnithed, 
and a guard fet, he, his nobles, and all his guefts, 
are encouraged to eat and drink liberally and chear- 
fully, without any fear of the Medes and Perfians, 
who were now befieging the city; when, at the 
fame time, by the Lord it would be faid, arife, ye 
princes ; not ye nobles of Babylon, from your table, 
quit it, and’ your feafting and mirth: «nd anoint 
the foield, prepare your arms, fee that they are in 
good order, get them in readinefs, and defend your 
king, yourfelves, and your city, as fome ; but the 
princes of the Medes and Perfians, Cyrus and his ge- 
nerals, are bid to take their arms, and enter the city 
whilft indulging themfelves at their feaft: it was 
ufually to anoint fhields; and other pieces of ar- 
mour, partly that they might be fmooth and flip- 
“pery, as Farchi, that fo the darts of the enemy 
might eafily flide off ; and partly for the polifhing 
and brightening of them, being of metal, efpeci- 
ally of brafs; fo the Targum, ‘* polifh and make 
«© the arms bright ;” fee 2 Sam.i. 21. Aben Ezra 
underftands the words as an exhortation to the 
princes, to arife and anoint Darius king, in the 
room of Bel/bazzar flain; the word fhield fome- 
times fignifying a king, for which he mentions 
Pf. Ixxxiv. 9. fo Ben Melech, but they area call of 
the prophet, or of the Lord, to the princes of the 
Medes and Perfians, to take the opportunity, whilft 
the Babylonians were feafting, to fall upon them ; 
and the words may be rendered thus", ‘ in or 
«¢ whilft preparing the table, watching in the 
** watch-tower, eating and drinking, arife, ye 
‘¢ princes, and anoint the fhield ;” which was 
done by their fervants, though they are called 
upon. 

i 6. For thus hath the Lord faid unto me, &c.] 
This is a confirmation of the above prophecy from 
the Lord himfelf, he fhewing to the prophet, in 
a vifionary way, the ruin of Babylon, and the means 
and.inftruments of it: go fet @ watchman, not Ha- 
bakkuk, as ‘farchi,; nor Urias, as the Septuagint , 
nor Jeremiah, as others; but himfelf, who in a 
way of vifion perfonated a watchman on the walls 

of Babylon; and which was no way unfuitable to 
his chara¢ter and office as a prophet: Jet him de- 
clare what he feeth ; what he fees coming at a di- 
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ftance, or at hand, let him faithfully and publickly 
make it known: thefe are not the words of the 
king of Badylon to one of his watchmen ; but ‘of 
the Lord of hofts to his prophet. 

¥. 7. And he faw a chariot with a couple of horfe- 
men, &c.| The drivers of it, or the riders in it ; 
perhaps meaning Cyrus and Darius: a chariot of 
affes, and a chariot of camels, by the former may 
be meant the Per/ans, who very much ufed mules 
or affes; and the Medes by the latter, who abounded 
in camels: the words are in the fingular number, 
and may be rendered, a rider of an afs, and a rider 
of a camel”; and fo may defcribe the couple of 
riders along with the chariot, which may fignify 
the whole army of the Medes and Perfians, chariots 
being much ufed in war; and the rider of the afs 
or mule may defign Cyrus, who was called a mule, 
becaufe of his mixed defcent, being a Perfian by 
his father, and a Mede by his mother’s fide ; fo 
the oracle of Apollo told the Babylonians, that their 
city fhould ftand, until a mule was king of the 
Medes; and the rider of the camel may point at 
Darius: and he hearkened diligently with much heed; 
the watchman that was fet to watch, ufed the ut- 
moft attention to what he faw, and liftened dili- 
gently to the noife of this chariot and horfemen, as 
they came nearer, 

¥. 8. And he cried, a lion, &c.] That is, the 
watchman cried a lion, or that he faw a lion; not 
Uriah the prieft, as the Septuagint ; nor Habakkuk, 
as fome Fewi/b writers ; but Cyrus, at the head of 
the Perfian and Median armies, compared to a lion 
for his fiercenefs, courage, and ftrength; fee 2 Tim. 
iv. 17. a type of Chrift, the lion of the tribe of 
Fudab, by whom antichrift or myttical Babylon will 
be deftroyed, Rev. v. 5: The Targum is, “ the 
“* prophet faid, the voice of armies, coming with 
“* coats of mail, asa lion.” den Ezra interprets 
it, the watchman cried as a lion, with a great 
voice ; upon fight of the chariots and horfemen; 
he lift up his voice, and roared like a lion, to ex- 
prefs the terror he was in, and the greatnefs of the 
calamity that was coming upon the city. J ftand 
continually upon the watch-tower in the day-time ; fo 
that nothing could efcape his notice: and I fet in 
my ward whole nights, which exprefies his diligence, 
vigilance, and conftancy, in the difcharge of his 
duty ; and therefore what he faid he faw, might 
be depended on. : . 

¥. 9. And behold, bere cometh a chariot of men; 
&c.] Or of a man*; a chariot with a man in it, 
Cyrus or Darius: with a couple of horfemen, the 
army of the Medes and Perfians, with their two. 
leaders or generals, as before; only now feen nearer 
the city, juft entering into it; for fo the word 
may be rendered, goeth, or is gone in a chariot, 8c: » 
and he anfwered, and faid, either the watchman, 
upon feeing the chariot and horfemen go into the 
city; or one of the horfemen that went in, fo the 
Syriac and Arabic verfions ; or rather the prophet, 
and the Lord by him: Babylon ts fallen, 1s fallen ; 
which is repeated to fhew the certainty of it. The 
fame words are ufed of the fall of myftical Babylon; 
Rev. xiv. 8. and xviii.2. The Targum is, “ itis 
<¢ fallen, and alfo it fhall be, that Babylon thall fall ;” 
that is, a fecond time, and hereafter ; and fo Yar- 
chi and Kimchi interpret it of two falls, one by the 

; Medes 
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Medes and Perfians, and thé other by the hand of 
heaven, or God himfelf: literal Babylon fell by the 
former ; myttical Babylon will fall by the latter, 
even by the breath of Chrift’s mouth, and the 
brightnefs of his coming: and all the graven images 
of her: gods he bath broken unto the ground ; either 
Qyrus or Darius, who might do this, not from any 
deteftation of them, but for the fake of the gold, 
and filver, and riches, that were about them; or 
rather the Lord by them, and fo put an end to 
idolatry ; as will be, when myftical Babylon is de- 
ftroyed. 

y¥. 10. O my threfhing, and the corn of my floor, 
&c.] Which may be underftood either of the Ba- 
bylonians, now threfhed or punifhed by the Lord, 
and whom he had made ufe of as inftruments for 
the punifhment of others ; or rather of the people 
of the Zews, whom the prophet calls 47s; as being 
his countrymen, to whom he was affected, and 
with whom he fympathized; and befides, he fpeaks: 
in the name of the Lord; or it is the Lord- that 
fpeaks by him, calling the church of the Fews his 
floor, and the people his corn, which were dear 
and valuable to him, as choice grain, wheat, and 
other things ; and therefore tho’ he threfhed or 
afflicted them, it was for their good, to purge and 
cleanfe them, and feparate the chaff from them ; 
and indeed it was on their account, and for their 
good, that all this was to be done to Babylon, be- 
fore predicted ; where they were as corn under the 
~ threfhing inftrument, greatly oppreffed and afflicted, 
but now fhould be delivered; tor the confirmation 
of which ’tis added: shat which I have heard of 
the Lord of bojis, the God of Ifrael, have I declared 
unto you ; the preceding prophecy was not a dream 
of his, but a vifion from the Lord of hofts ; it 
was not devifed by him, but told him by the Lord, 
and that for the good and comfort of the people of 
Jfrael, whofe covenant-God he was ; and the pro- 
phet acted a faithful part, in. delivering it juft as 
he received it, which might be depended on. 

y. 11. The burden of Dumak, &c.| Whether this 
prophecy concerns the Edomites or Idumeans, or 
whether the Arabians, particularly the Dumean Ara- 
bians, is a queftion, fince Dumah was a fon of J/b- 
macl, Gen. xxv. 14. and there was a place in Ara- 
bia called Dumatha’ ; and Aben Ezra and Kimchi 


habited by the Edomites, the pofterity of E/au, fo 
called from Seir the Horite, Gen. xxxvi. 8, 9, 20. 
The Zargum underftands this of God calling from 
heaven to the prophet to prophefy ; and archi of 
an angel, or a prophet out of Seir, calling to God, 
who he fuppofes is meant by the watchman; but 
it feems beft to interpret it of an Edomite, or an 
inhabitant of mount Ser, calling to the watchman, 

and faying, as follows: watchman, what of the : 
night ? watchman, what of the night? what time 
of night is it? what o’clock is it? how much of 

the night is gone, and what remains to come? it 

is the bufinefs of watchmen to give or tell the 

time of night: or, what from the night* ? what 

has happened fince it was night? haft thou ob- 
ferved nothing ? is not the enemy nigh, or danger 

at hand? or, what fayeft thou concerning the night? 

the night of darknefs, affliction, and diftrefs, in 
which we are, when will it be over? the queftion ~ 

is repeated, as is ufual with perfons in a pannic, 

and: fearing the watchman: fhould not hear them ‘ 
the’ firft time ; or it may denote one coming after 
another in a fright, afking the fame queftion, 

Some by the watchman underftand God himfelf, 
as Farchi and Abarbinel, whois Jfrael’s keeper, __ 
Pf. cxxi. 4, 5. where the fame word is ufed as 
here ; and well agrees with God, who isthe keeper = 
and preferver of ail men, in a way of prota 7 
and of his own people, in a way of grace; and =f 
who, as he watches over the evil of fin, to bring — 


the evil of affliction or punifhment for it; fo he © 
watches over his, to do good unto them ; and as 

the times and feafons are in his power only, and 

are known by him, it is moft proper to apply unto ~ 
him. Others think Chrift is meant, as Cocceius ; 

and fo the Jews fay >, this is Metatron the keeper “ 
of J/rael, which with them is one of the names of — 
the Meffiah; and to whom this character of a #j 
watchman agrees, as he is the fhepherd of his flock, 

and the keeper of his people ; and who, as the om- 
nifcient God, knows all things that are, and fhall 

be, and which will quickly come to pafs: tho’ it 

may be beft of all to underftand it of a prophet or 4 
prophets, who were called watchmen under the | 
Old Teftament, ¥. 6, 8. Ezek. ili. 17. as minifters 

of the word are under the New, in allufion to 
fhepherds and watchmen of cities ; and whofe bu- 


interpret it here of Dumab the fon of [/bmael, but | finefs it is, as to fhew finners the danger of their ¢ 
inafmuch as mention is made of Seir, a mountain, | ways, and to aroufe fleepy faints, fo to give the 
which belonged to the Edomites, Gen. xxxvi. 8, 9.| time of night, that the churches of Chrift may 4 


and a diftinét prophecy afterwards follows concern- | know whereabout they are. Now let it be ob- 
ing Arabia, it is more generally thought that Dz- | ferved, that this prophecy may refer to the times 
mab fignifies Edom or Idumea, the Septuagint ver-| when Dumab, Edom or Idumea, was pofiefled by 
fion renders it, the vifion of Idumea, and the Ara- | the Fews, according to the prophecy in Numb. xxiv. 
dic verlion calls it, a prophecy concerning Edom and| 18, 19. as it was before the coming of Chrift ; 
Ser; and Farchi by Dumah underftands Edom; and} Herod, an Idumean, was upon the throne of Fudea 
Kimchi himfelf obferves, that in a book of R. Meir’s, | when he came, at which time the Jews and Jdy- - 
it was found written, ‘* the burden of Duma, the | means were mixt together; and the latter, at leaft 
“* burden of Edom.” Ferom fays, Duma is not the many of them, embraced the Fewi/h religion *, and 
whole province of Jdumea, but a certain country | fo had knowledge of the Meffiah and his coming, 
in it, that lay to the fouth, twenty miles diftant | after which they may be thought to be enquiri 
from a city of Paletine, in his days called Eleu-|here. The Mofaic difpenfation was a night-feafon, — 
theropolis ; and further obferves, that fome of the | there was much obfcurity in it, the fhadows of 
Hebrews read Roma for Duma, and fuppofe that | darknefs were ftretched out on it; and tho’ there 
the Komen empire is defigned ; and certain it is, | was the moon of the ceremonial law, and there 
that nothing is more common with them, than to | were the ftars the prophets, -yet the fun of righte- 
call the Roman empire, and Rome itfelf, by the | oufnefs was not rifen ; and it was a time of grofs 
name of Edom, and the Romans or chriftians, Edom- | darknefs with the Gentile world : now one or more — 
ates”: he calleth to me out of Seir ; a mountain in- | of thefe profelyted Jdumeans, or of the Fews among — 
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them, may be fuppofed to be enquiring of the pro- 
phet or prophets of the Lord in their time, how 
‘much of this night was gone, when it would be 
over, or the Meffiah would appear, and bring in 
the morning, and make the bright day of the 
' golpel-difpenfation. And.again, as Edom and Seir 
were typical of Rome papal, or the Romi/h anti- 
chrift; the perfon calling out to the watchman, 
may defign fuch of the people of God in the midft 
of them, for which fee Rev. xviii. 4. who, fenfible 
of the night of darknefs they are in, are looking 
for, and enquiring after latter day-light and glory. 
The Yargum of the whole verfe is, ‘* the burden 
** of the cup of curfe, to give Dumab to drink : 
** to me he calls out of heaven, prophet, declare 
“* unto them the prophecy; prophet, declare unto 
‘© them what fhall hereafter come to pafs.” 
¥. 12. The watchman faid, the morning cometh, 
and alfo the night, &c.] Not only a morning, but 
a night; and as fure as the morning comes, fo 
fhall the night ;. there will be a conftant fucceffion 
of morning and night; as a morning of profperity, 
fo a night of adverfity : the morning of the gofpel- 
difpentation was coming on, or of Chrift’s coming 
in the flefh, which was attended with joy and chear- 
fulnefs ; like the morning it difperfed, the fhadows 
of the law, introduced light, which gradually and 
irrefiftibly fpread itfelf over the Gentile world; but 
then followed a night of darknefs to the Jews, 
blindnefs happened to them, which {till continues ; 
and to the Arabians, Saracens, and Turks, when 
the bottomlefs pit was opened by Mahomet, which 
Jet out fmoke and locufts in the eaftern part of the 
world; and to the weftern part, when the Romi/h 
antichrift eftablifhed himfelf as univerfal bifhop : a 
_ Morning catne on again at the reformation, and a 
night will follow, which is now begun; it is already 
a time of darknefs, coldnefs, fleepinefs, and of 
error and herefy, which will iffue in an even-tide, 
in a dark night: if it be afked what time it is with 
tus, or how far we aré gone toward the night? the 
anfwer is, we are in and toward the clofe of the 
- Sardian church-ftate ; we ate in the twilight, or in 
that part of time which is neither day nor night, 
Zech: xiv. 6,7. the flaying of the witneffes is yet 
to come, which, with the general fpread of popery 
all over Chriftendom, will make it entire night ; 
after which will come on the morning of the fpi- 
ritual reign of Clitift, when the light of the gofpel 
will be fpread every where, and joy and gladnefs 
will attend the faints in all places; and it will be a 
time of great profperity, both fpiritual and tem- 
poral; which will be fucceeded by another night of 
coldnefs, deadnefs, and carnal fecurity, and will 
laft till the fecond and perfonal coming of Chrift; 
which will bring on the morning of a glorious re- 
furrection to the faints, after which there will be 
no more night to them, tho’ there will be an eternal 
one to the wicked. The Targum is, ‘* the prophet 
“< faid, there is a rewatd for the righteous, and 
“¢ punifhment for the wicked ;” and fo the Fews 
elfewhere “ interpret it of the morning of redemp- 
tion to the righteous, and of the night of darknefs 
to the wicked; or, as they fometimes exprefs it *, 
the morning is for the righteous, and the night for 
the wicked ; the morning for J/rae/, and the night 
for the nations of the world. Dumab they fome- 
~ times make to be the angel appointed over fpirits, 
who they fuppofe gather together, and fay to him, 
watchman, 8c. if ye will inquire, inquire ye; {e- 
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rioufly and in good earneft, diligently and con- 
ftantly, with all humility and reverence, by prayer 
to God, and by fearching the fcriptures, and by 
application to the watchmen, the minifters of the 
wotd, who make it their bufinefs to ftudy it, and 
have the mind of Chrift: return, come; return by 
repentance, and come to God, who receives back- 
fliders, heals their backflidings, and loves them 
freely ; or, come again, to the watchman, and to 
the Lord, and renew your enquiries till you get 
fatisfaction, 
¥.13. The burden upon Arabia, &c.] Which lay 
heavy upon it, as a burden upon a beaft; or con- 
cerning it, or againft it, as Kimchi notes ; which 
Arabia, or what part theteof, is méant, may be 
gathered from the names after mentioned: The 
Targum is, ** the burden of the cup of curfing to 
“* give the Arabians to drink.” Ben Melech fays, 
thefe are the Arabians that dwell in the wildernefs : 
in the foreft in Arabia fhall ye lodge; not in their 
tents and huts, which they had ufed to carry with 
them, and fet up where they pleafed; fince now 
in their fright and flight they would leave them be- 
hind them, and fo be obliged to take up their 
lodging in woods and forefts ; perhaps the defart of 
Arabia Petrea is meant: O ye travelling companies 
of Dedanim; or Dedanites ; thefe were Arabians 
that defcended from Fok/han, a for of Abrabam by 
Keturab, Gen. xxv. 3. who were either fhepherds, 
who went in companies together with their flocks, 
and moved from place to place for the fake of 
pafture ; or rather were merchants, who went in 
caravans and troops with their merchandife from 
one country to another; fee Ezek. xxvii. 15, 20. 
and who, becaufe of the ravages of the enemy, 
would be glad of a lodging in the woods for fe- 
curity. ae ae, 
y¥.14. The inhabitants of the land of Tema, &c.J 
This country had its name from Tema, one of the 
fons of J/bmael, Gen. xxv.15. The Targum calls 
it the land of the fouth, as if it was Zeman. Thefe 
people wete Arabians, and are here faid to affift 
their countrymen, the Dedanites, in diftrefs: Drought 
water to him that was thirfty, as travellers are wont 
to be, efpecially in a defart land, and when fleeing 
from an enemy ; in which circumftances the tra- 
velling companies of Dedanim now were : they pre- 
vented with their bread him that fled, gave it to 
him, being hungry and neceffitous, without afking 
for it. Now all this feems to fhew what calamities 
fhould come upon the inhabitants of fome parts of 
Arabia, that they fhould lodge in a -foreft, be 
hungry and thirfty, and flee before their enemy, as 
follows. ey. : 
y¥.15. For they fled from the fwords, &c.] Of 
their enerny, whom they could not withftand ; per- 
haps the Affrian army : from the drawn fword ; 
juft teady to be fheathed in them : and from the 
bent bow ; jutt going to let the arrow fly at them : 
and. from the grievoufne/s of war; too heavy for 
them to bear. Fale ge 
y¥.16. For thus hath the Lord faid unto me, &c.] 
The prophet ; whitch confirms what is before faid, 
as well as affures the accomplifhment of what fol- 
lows: within a year, according to the years of an 
hireling , that is, exaétly and precifely, as foon as 
ever the year is come to an end; for the hireling, 
wheri his year is up, inftantly demands difmiffion 
from his fervice, or his wages, or both. The time 
is to be reckoned from the delivery of this pro- 
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; calamity prediéted was brought | anceftor [/bmael, Gen. xxi. 20. the number of thefe — 
Pied he fie Arians poe under in archers it feems had been great, but would be lef 
cherib, when he invaded the cities of Yudab, and fened by the calamity threatened; and thofe that 
might take radia in his way ; lefs time is allowed | would efcape that, and be preferved from it, fhould _ 
than was the Moabites, who fuffered by the fame | be lefiened ftill, as follows : the mighty men of the 4 
hand ; fee chap. xvi. 14: and ail the glory of Kedar | children of Kedar foall be diminifbed, their military — raat 
foall fail; thefe were another fort of Arabians, asimen, the moft expert at the ule of the bow, and 
the Zargum calls them; they defcended from Kedar, | the moft valiant and courageous ; the few of 1 
a fon of Jhmael, Gen.xxv. 13. their glory were their | that were left, and did not fall by the fword of the 
multitude, their riches and fubftance, and which | Afprians, fhould gradually diminifh, and be fewer 
chiefly lay in their flocks ; for the fake of which} and fewer: for the Lord God of Irael hath {poken 
they moved from place to place for pafture, and} i#; who cannot lie, nor will repent, and. whofe 5 
dwelled in tents, which they carried with them, and{ word never fails, what he has faid he will do, nor ; 
pitched where it was moft convenient for them ; | will he alter the thing that is gone out of his lipss : 
hence they were called Scenites; fee Pf. exx. 5.| and he is fpoken of as the God of J/racl, becaufe = 
Cant. i. 5. it was to the Wraelites that this was faid, and i 
y.17. And the refidue of the number of archers, | their fakes ; either becaufe thefe Zradians fome way ; | 

; 
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&c.] Or of bow *, for dows; that is, of men that or other were injurious to them, or they had put — 

ufe the bow, or are expert at it, as the Kedarenes fome confidence in them. The Yergum is, “ be- i 
4vere, both for taking wild beafts, and fighting | ‘* caufe by the word of the Lord God of J/rael; it 

with men, in which they followed their original j ‘‘ is fo decreed,” . yt 


CH AP. XXIl. a 
of Sion, to wit, the fields which are about ‘Ye- 


rufalem.” The Targum is, ‘* the burden of the 
prophecy concerning the city which dwells in — 


HIS chapter contains two prophecies, one | ‘ 

concerning the invafion of Fudabh and Feru- | “ 
falem, not by the Medes and Perfiens, but by the | “ ( 
Afyrien army, under which they ferved ; and the | ‘‘ the valley, of which the prophets prophefied ;” 
other of the removal of Shebna, an officer in He- by all which it appears, that not the whole land of 
zekiah’s court, and of the placing of Eliakim in his | Fudea is thought to be meant, only the city of Fe- ~ 
ftead. After the title of the former of thefe pro- | rufalem, fo called, not from its low eftate into which 
phecies, the diftrefs of the people, thro’ the in- | it would fall, thro’ the wickednefs of the people, 
vafion, is defcribed; by their getting up to the | and fo rather to be called a valley than a mountain, — 
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houfe-tops, ¥. 1. by the ftillnefs of the city, having | as Kimchi; but from its fituation, it being, as 4 
left both trade and mirth ; by the flain in it; not | Fe/epbus * fays, fortified with three walls, except 
by the fword, but thro’ fear or famine, ¥. 2. by | on that fide, at which it was incireled with inae- F. 
the flight of the rulers, and by the Jamentation of | ceffible vallies ; and hence it may be, that one of = 


‘the prophet, y. 3, 4, 5. the inftruments of which 
diftrefs were the’ Perfians and Medes ferving under 
Sennacherib, who are defcribed by their quivers and 
fhields, their chariots and horfemen, y. 6, 7. the 
methods the Fews took to defend themfelves, and 
their vain confidence are expofed; for which, with 
their difrefpeét to the Lord, and his admonitions, 
their carnal fecurity and luxury, they are threatened 
with death, ¥. 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14. then fol- 
lows the prophecy of the depofition of Shelua, who 
is defcribed by'his name and office, ¥. 15. whofe 
pride is expofed as the caufe of his fall, ¥. 16. and 
he is threatened not only to be driven from his f{ta- 
tion, but to be carried captive iiito another country, 
fuddenly and violently, and with great fkhame and 
difgrace, ¥. 17, 18, 19. and another put in his 
place, who is mentioned by name, ¥. 20, and who 
fhould be invefted with his office and power, and 
have all the enfigns of it, ¥. 21, 22. and fhould 
continue long in it, to great honour and ufefulnefs 
to his family, y.23, 24. yet not always, ¥.25. . 


¥.1. The burden of the valley of vifion, 8cc.] A 
prophecy concerning Ferufalem, fo called, becaufe 
it lay in a valley, encompaffed about with moun- 
tains, and which was the habitation of the pro- 
phets or-feers, and the feat of vifion and prophecy; 
and perhaps there is an allufion to its name, which 
genities the vifion of peace, or they fhall fee peace. 


he Septuagint verfion calls. it, the word of the 
valley of Sion; and the Arabic verfion, “ a pro- | 
*¢ phecy concerning the inhabitants of the valley | ° 


> PP ADD! numeri arcus, Montanus, Cocceius. 


k a) PTD quid tibi accidit ? Vatablus; quid tibi nunc eft? Pifcator, 


its gates is called the valley-gate, Ned. ii. 13. and 
iii. 13. and befides, there was a valley in it, be~ 
tween the mountains of Zion and Acra, which die 
vided the upper and lower city, as he alfo elfee 
where fays'.. The durden of it is a heavy pro- 4 
phecy of calamities that fhould come upon. it, or 

at Jeaft of a fright, it fhould be put into, not in» 

the times of Nebuchadnezzar, when it was taken, * 

and deftroyed, as Farchi and Kimchi, and another 
Few, Ferom makes mention of ; nor in the times . 
of Titus Vefpafian, according to Eufebius, as the 
faid Ferom relates ; but in the times of Hezekiah, s 
when Judea was invaded, and Ferufalem befieged 
by Sennacherib: what aileth thee now? or, whatte 
thee now? what’s come to thee? whatis the mat<« 
ter with thee now? how comes this ftrange and ; 
fudden change? that thou art wholly gone up to the 5 


4 


houfe-tops ? not to burn incenfe to the queen of. a 
heaven, which was fometimes done, and is the fenfe 
of fome mentioned by Aven Ezra; but either for f 


fafety, to fecure themfelves from their enemies; or 
to take a view of them, and obferve their motions, _ 
and caft from thence their arrows and darts atthems ~ 
or to look out for help, or to mourn over their 
diftreffes, and implore help of the Lord; fee ch 

2, 3. and this was the cafe, not only of fome. 
of them all; fo that there was fcarce a mi rae be 
feen in the ftreets, or in the lower parts of their 
houfes, but were all gone up to the t 

which were built with flat-roofs an 
about them, Deut. xxii. 8. a 


* De bello Jud. 1g. cogs fete 
- 4s , > te a) " 
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¥.2. Thou art full of firs, &c.] Or, waft full 
of firs; ro’ the multitude of people walking 
about in it, and the vaft hurry of bufinefs done in 
it; but now all huh and quiet, the ftreets clear 
of people, and the fhops fhut up, and all got up 
to the houfe-tops for fhelter; or, fud/ of noifes', as 
a populous trading city is. The word fignifies 
fhoutings and acclamations, and is ufed for joyful 
ones, Zech. iv. 7. and may be fo taken here, and 
may defign fuch as were exprefied at their feftivals, 
and on other occafions ; unlefs it is to be under- 
ftood of doleful ones, on account of the invafion 
and fiege: @ tumultuous city; thro’ the throng of 
people, and the noife of them: @ joyous city; tome 
on bufinefs, others on pleafure; fome hurrying from 
place to place about their trade and commerce, and 
others amufing themfelves with paftime, mirth, and 
jollity ; which is commonly the cafe of populous 
cities in profperity. This had been Feru/alem’s cafe, 
but now it was otherwife: zhy flain men are not flain 
with the fword, nor dead in battel ; for Sennacherid 
never entered into it, nor put any of its inhabitants 
to the fword; nor was there any battel fought be- 
tween them, nor was he fuffered fo much as to 
fhoot an arrow into it, Jf xxxvii. 33. wherefore 
thofe that died in it, died either thro’ the fright 
and confternation they were put into; or thro’ the 
famine his army had caufed, in laying the country 
round about them defolate. 

y¥. 3. All thy rulers are fled together, &c.] Either 
the rulers of ‘ferufalem, civil and ecclefiaftical, that 
fhould have been at the head of the people; and 
have encouraged them, fled together to the houfe- 
tops, of to the temple and ftrong holds; or the 
generals and officers of their militia, one and all 
of them fled, as if they had done it by joint con- 
fultation and confent ; or the rulers of the féveral 
cities of Judea, which, whem invaded by. Senuna- 
cherib, ftayed not to defend them, but left them 
and fled: they are bound by the archers; or, from 
the bow™; from ufing it; were in fuch a confter- 
nation, and under fuch a pannic, that they had no 
ftrength nor heart to draw the bow, but were as if 
they were bound, and held from it ; or for fear of 
the bow, or the archers in the Afyrian army, and 
therefore fled from them, as the Tigurine verfion 
renders it, joining it to the preceding claufe, they 
fied from the bow, they are bound; or as Ben Melech, 
for fear of the bow, they delivered themfelves up, 
and were bound; fo Aben Ezra: all that are found 
in thee are bound together , that is, from the bow, 
as before; not only the princes, but the common 
people. Thefe claufes have led many interpreters 
to conclude, that this muft be underftood of the 


Ch. xx. ¥. 27. 


taking of the city by Nebuchadnezzar, when Ze- 


dekiah was bound in chains, and carried to Babylon, 


Fer. li. 11: which have fled from far, from: the 


fartheft part of the land of Judea, to Ferufalem for 
fhelter and fafety. 

y. 4. Therefore faid I, 8cc:] Not God to the 
miniftring angels; as Farchi,; but the prophet to 
thofe that were about him, his relations, friends, 


and acquaintance: look away from me; turn away 


from me, look another ways ceafe from me, let 
me alone; leave me to myfelf, that I may weep in 
fecret, take my fill of forrow, and give full vent 
to it: I will weep bitterly, or, 1 will be bitter, or, 
bitter myfelf in weeping"; it denotes the vehemence 


LA CH. 113 
of his grief, the greatnefs of his forrow; and the 
{trength of his paflion : /abour not to comfort me ; 
make ufe of no arguments to perfuade me to lay 
afide my mourning; don’t be urgent and importu- 
nate with me to receive confolation, for my foul re- 
fufes to.be comforted : because of the Jpoiling of the 
daughter of my people; his country-men, which were 
as dear to him as a daughter to a tender parent, 
now {poiled, plundered, and made defolate by the 
ravages of the enemy, in many cities of ‘fudea. 

W. 5. For it is a day of trouble, &c.] To Heze- 
kiah, and alfo Ferufalem, and all the inhabitants of 
the land : and of treading down, the people of it 
by Sennacherib’s army, like mire in the ftreets, when 
their cities were taken by him: and of perplexity, 
by the Lord of Hofts in the valley of vifion; in Fe- 
rufalem, befieged, and threatened with defolation ;. 
which threw the king and his nobles, and all the 
inhabitants, into the utmoft perplexity, confufion; 
and diftrefs; and all this was not merely from men, 
nor was it by chance, but by the permiffion and 
appointment of God, to humble his people for their 
fins, and bring them to a fenfe and acknowledgment 
of them: breaking down the wails, of the fenced 
cities, with their battering rams, at the time they 
befieged and took them, 2 Kings xviii. 13: and of 
crying to the mountains, looking and running to 
them for help and fuccour, for fhelter and pro- 
tection; and crying fo loud, by reafon of their di- 
ftrefs, as that it reached the diftant mountains, and 
made them eccho with it. 

¥.6. And Elam bare the quiver with chariots of 
men, and horfemen, &c.| Or the Elamites, as the 
Targum and Septuagint, that is, the Pexfians, who 
were at this time fubject to the Afjrians, and ferved 
in Sennacheril’s army, which confifted of many na- 
tions; fee chap. xxix. 7. thefe bore the quiver, a 
cafe for arrows, being expert in the ufe of the bow, 
which was the chief of their might, Yer. xlix. 35. 
and fo Strabo © reports, that the E/amites had many 
archers dmong them; and along with them went 
chariots of men, full of men, of military men ; thefé 
were chariots for war, and brought men to fight 
againtt Ferufalem; and horfemen alfo, thefe were the 
cavalry; as thofe that carried bows and arrows feem 
to be the foot-foldiers: The Targum is, ‘ and the 
‘¢ Elamites bore arms in the chariot of a man, and 
‘¢ with it.a couple of horfemen ;” as in the vifion 
or prophecy concerning Babylon, chap. xxi. 7, 9: 
Kir uncovered the fhield, this was a city in Media, 
and fignifies the Medes, who were in fubjection te 
the Afyrians, and fought under them ; fee 2 Kings 
xvi. g. tho’ Ben Melech fays, it was a city belong- 
ing to the king of Afyria , thefe prepared for battel, 
uncafed their fhields, which before were covered to 
keep them clean, and preferve them from ruft and 
dirt; or they polifhed them, made them bright, 
as the word in the Ethiopic language fignifies; as 
De Dieu has obferved; fee ch. xxi. 5. thefe might 
be moft expert in the ufe of the fhield and fword, 
as the others-were at the bow and arrow. Some 
render. Kir a wall; fo the Targum, ‘* and to the 
«¢ wall the fhields ftuck;” and the Vulgate Latin. 
verfion, the fhield made bare the wall; but it is bett 
to underftand it as the proper name of a place. 

y¥.7. And it foall come to pafs, that thy choiceft 
valleys, 8c.| The valleys that were near Feru- 
falem, that ufed to be covered with the choiceft 

corn 
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corn or vines, or with grafs and flocks of fheep, 
and ufed to be exceeding delightful and pleafant : 
foall be full of chariots, where they can be more 
eafily driven than on mountains; thefe were cha- 
riots not for pleafure, but for war; chariots full 
of foldiers, to fight againft and befiege Ferufalem : 
and the borfemen fhall fet themfelves in array at the 
gate; to take them that come out of the city, and 
to force their way into it; as well as to protect and 
defend the foot, whilft they made the affault, and 
fcaled the walls, and to be ready when the gates 
were opened to them. ‘ 

y¥. 8. And he difcovered the covering of Fudah, 
&c.] Either God himfelf, who uncloaked them of 
their hypocrify, as Dr. Lightfoot, or took away his 
power and prefence from them, and his protection 
of them, and difcovered their weaknefs ; or rather 
the enemy Sennacherid : and then, by the covering 
is meant, not Ferufalem, nor the temple, as Farchi 
and Kimchi, for neither of them came into his 
hands ; but the fenced cities of Fudah, which wete 
the ftrength and protection of the country ; thefe 
he took and difmantled, 2 Kings xviii. 13. and 
when this was done, it was high time for the Fews 
at Ferufalem to look about them, and provide for 
their defence and fafety: and thou didjt look in that 
day to the armour of the houfe of the foreft, to fee 
what ftore’of armour they had, in what condition 
it was, and to take from hence, and furnifh them- 
felves and foldiers with it, to annoy the enemy, 
and defend themfelves. This houfe of the foreft, 
is the fame with the houfe of the foreft of Lebanon; 
fo called, not becaufe built in it, for it was in e- 
rufalem, but becaufe it was built of the wood of 
Lebanon; or becaufe it was furrounded with ‘trees, 
and had walks and groves belonging to it, refem- 
bling that foreft. ‘This was an armoury; here So- 
fomon put his two hundred targets, and three hun- 
dred ‘fhields of beaten gold, 1 Kings vii. 2. and 
x. 16, 17. ‘fee alfo Cant. iv. 4. 

¥. 9. Ye have feen alfo the: breaches of the city of 
David, that they are many, &c.| Not Ferufalem in 
general, but that part of it which ‘was called the 
{trong hold of Zion, and in “particular had the 
name of the city of David, 2-Sam. v: 7. the for- 
tifications of which, \in times of peace, had gone 
to decay; and which ‘they had {een before, but 
took no notice of, being in fafety ; but ‘now’ be- 
fieged,.and in great danger, they looked upon them 
in good earneft, in order to\repair them, and fe- 
cure themfelves from thevirruption of the enemy ; 
for this is not to be underftood of breaches now 
made by the Afprian army,‘ but of old ones,.which 
had lain neglected ; fee '2° Chron. xxxii. 5: and ye 
gathered together the waters of ‘the lower pool ; not 
to make morter with, to be ufed in repairing the 
breaches, as Kimchi; -but either that they might be 
as a wall round about: the\place, as Aben Ezra, 
or rather to deprive .the enemy of them, and cut 
off aj] communications from ‘him, and‘ to- fupply 
the inhabitants of the city with them ;*fee 2 Chron. 
Xxx.’ 3, 4. The Septuagint verfion is, and be 
turned the water of the old pool into the city ; but 
the old pool was another pool hereafter mentioned, 
and-was without the city, the fame’ with the upper 
pool ; whereas this was the lower, and was in the 
city. The Targum is, **and ye gathered the peo- 
“* ple to the waters of the: lower pool.” 


¥. 10. And ye have numbered the houfes of Feru-- 


Salem, &c.| To know what number of men were 
in them, and how many could be fpared todo 


“® Vid, Kimchi in loc. 
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duty, either as watchmen or foldiers ; or to know 
how to levy the tax, and what money they would 
be able to raife, to defray the charge of the de-~ 
fence of the city ; or to fee what provifions they 
had, and fo make a computation how long they 
could hold out the fiege; or elfe to obferve what” 
houfes might be annoyed by the enemy, and what 
ftood in the way of the repair of the walls, or 
were proper to pull down, that with the ftones 
and timber of them they might make up the 
breaches of the wall,» and that the ftronger, as 
follows : and the boufes have ye broken down to for~ 
tify the wall either fuch as were without the wall, 
which had they let them ftand, would either have 
been deftroyed by the enemy, or have been an 
harbour for them; or thofe upon it, and near it 
within, which ftood in the way of the repair, and 
were eafily beat down by the enemy; or might be 
a means of communication between them, and fuch 
as were inclined to be treacherous; with the ftones 
and timber of which houfes, when broken down, 
they ftrengthened the wall, and fo ferved a better 
purpofe than if they had ftood. . 
-y. 11. Ye made alfcia ditch between the two walls, 
&c.] The outward and the inward; for Hezekiah 
not only repaired the broken wall, but he built 
another without, 2 Chron, xxxii. 5. and between 
thefe two he made a:ditch, or receptacle for water ; 
for rain-water, as Kimchi fays; that the inhabi- 
tants might not want water during the fiege ; but 
the end for which it was made follows: jor the 
water of the old pool, which being without the 
city, was by this means drained into this ditch or — 
receptacle ; and fo the Ajyrians were deprived of | 
it, and ‘the inhabitants of Feru/alem more abun- 
dantly fupplied : this was wifely contrived to di- 
ftrefs the enemy, and to enable themfelves to hold 
out the/fiege the longer; and for this and other 
methods they took, they are not blamed, but for 
‘what follows : but ye have not looked unto the maker 
thereof; either of the diftrefs and calamity which 
came upon them for their fins, with the will, and 
by the decree of God ; or of the water of the pool, 
which is.a creature of his ; for:who can give rain 
or water ‘but himfelf? .or rather of -the city of 
Ferufalem, to build which he ftirred up perions, 
and affifted them in it, and which he chofe for 
the:feat of his habitation and worfhip : neither had 
refpe unto him that fafbioned it long ago, not in 
his own mind from eternity, which is the Glofs of 
the Fewi/h Rabbins’; Ferufalem being one of the 
feven things, which, before the world was, came. 
into ‘the mind of God to create; but in time, 
many years ago, in :the times of David, who 


‘built: fome part of it; and before, it being the an- 


cient city of Salem. Now this was their fault, 
that'they trufted in their warlike preparations, and 
prudential care and caution for the ies of them- 
felves, and looked not unto, nor trufted in the 


‘Lord their God; for though Hezekiah did, yet 


many of his people did not; and very probably 
his principal courtiers and officers about him, con- 
cerned in the above methods, and particularly 
Shebua hereafter mentioned. L, cepa 

y. 12. And in that day did the Lord God of bofts, 


‘&c.] ‘When it was.a day of trouble, of treading 
down, \and of perplexity ; when Yeru/alem was be- 


fieged by the Affyrian army ; and-when the people A 


were fo much concerned, and fo careful for their — 


deferice and prefervation; then did the Lord, calf ; 


to weeping and to mourning ; to confels and: mourn . 
(F300 J 
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over their fins, the caufe of thefe calamities } to 
Jament their unhappy cafe ; to humble themfelves 
under the mighty hand of God, and by prayer and 
fupplication with tears, to implore ‘his help and 
* affitance, and grant them deliverance; this the 
Lord called them unto by the voice of his provi- 
dence, by the afflictive difpenfations of it, and alfo 
by his prophets, whom he fent unto them, particu- 
larly the prophet J/eiah; fo the Targum, “ and the pro- 
“< phet of the Lord God of hofts called in that day, 
“© &c: and to baldnefs, and to girding with fack- 
cloth ; which were external fiens and tokens of in- 
ward forrow and repentance; the former of which 
was done by fhaving the head, or plucking off the 
hair, and was forbidden on private occafions, yet 
might be allowed in a publick cafe; fee Mic. i. 16. 
Fer. xvi. 6. - 
¥. 13. Bebold joy and gladnefs, &c.] As if it was 
a time of rejoicing, rather than of weeping and 
mourning ; and as if they were at a feftival, and 
in the greateft profperity and liberty, and not be- 
fieged by a powerful army : flaying oxen, and killing 
jbeep ; not for facrifice, to make atonement for fin, 
as typical of the great facrifice ; but to eat, and 
that not as at ordinary meals, or merely for the 
fupport of life, but as at feafts, where, as there 
was great plenty, fo luxury and intemperance were 
indulged ; juft as Belhazzar did, at the fame time 
that Babylon was befet by the army of the Medes and 
Perfians, Dan. v. 1,30. fo the ews here, having 
taken the armour out of the treafury, and furnifhed 
the foldiers with them, and took care of provifions 
of bread and water, and having repaired and for- 
tified the walls of the city; thought themfelves fe- 
cure, and gave up themfelves to feafting, mirth, 
and pleafure ; faying, vet us eat and drink, for to- 
morrow we fhall die; which they faid, not as be- 
lievirig their cafe to be defperate; that the next day, 
‘or in a few days, their city ;would be taken by the 
Affjrians, and they fhould be put to the fword,. 
and therefore fince they had but a ‘fhort life to, 
live, they would live a merry-one; but rather, as| 
not believing ‘it, but feoffing at the prophet, and 
at the word of the’ Lord by him; as if they fhould! 
fay, the prophet fays, we fhall die to-morrow, or, 
we are in great danger of being fuddenly deftroy-| 
ed; but let us not, be difmayed at fuch words, and 
to fhew that we don’t. believe them, or if this is 
our. cafe, let us take our fill of pleafure, whilft 
we may have it. This is the language of Epzcures, 
and of fuch that difbelieve the refurrection of the, 
dead, and a future ftate, to'whom the apoftle ap-| 
plies the words in 1 Cor, xv. 32. ‘ ee 
y. 14. And it was revealed in my ears by the; 
Lord of hofts, &c.| Both what they faid in the; 
preceding verfe, their prophane, impious, and fcof-| 
fing language ;- which perhaps, was not exprefied by, 
words, but {aid in their hearts, and which God the, 
‘fearcher of hearts knew, and revealed it to the pro-; 
phet ; and alfo what/he determined to-do upon’ 
‘this, which is afterwards faid, «which: being’ a pur- 
‘pate within himfelf, could not ‘be known withou 
‘a divine revelation ; fo the Targum, ** the prophet 
* faid, with mine ears'I was hearing, when , this 
“*wwas decreed from’ before the Lord of hofts 5” 
‘namely, that their iniquity fhould not be. forgiven :. 
the Vulgate Latin verfion is, the voice of the Lord 
of hofts is revealed in mine ears; faying what, is, ex- 
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preffed in the hext claufe: but the Sepiwagint, Sy- 
riac, and Arabic verfions,’ underftand it of the ears 
of the Lord of hofts himfelf: and Aden Ezra thinks 
the word ani or J is wanting, and fo Kimchi; and 
that the words fhould be rendered thus, #¢ was re- 
vealed in mine ears, 1am the Lord of bofts: and fo 
it is by fome others, it was revealed in the ears of 
me, the Lord of bofts4, or, of the Lord of hofts ; the 
wickednefs, prophanenefs, and luxury of the peo-_ 
ple; the cry of their fins came up into the eats of 
the Lord of hofts, and therefore he determined to 
do what he next declares: furely this iniquity hall 
not be purged from you till ye dies it being of fuch 
a heinous nature, {o daring, infolent, and affront- 
ing, fuch a contempt of God and his word; and 
difcovering fuch impenitence and hardnefs of heart; 
it fhould not be expiated by any facrifice whatever ; 
not by the day of atonement, nor death itfelf, as 
the Fews from hence fancy ; in fhort, it fhould not 
be forgiven, neither in this world, nor in that to 
come ; for if not till they died, then not after; 
where there is no repentance, nor remiffion ; fee 
Matt. xii. 32. the words are in the form of an oath; 
if this iniquity be purged, or expiated, (Sc *. the 
Lord {wears to it, that it never fhould be pardoned, 
but they fhould die in it; as a corporal, fo an eter- 
nal death. The Yargum interprets it of the fecond, 
death ; that is, as Kimchi explains it, the death of 
the foul in the world to come; fee Rev. xxi. 8: 


faith the Lord God of bofts ; and therefore this would 


certainly be the cafe; for his word and oath are his 
two immutable things, in which it is impoffible for 
him to lie. 

¥. 15. Thus faith the Lord God of hofts, go, 8&c.} 
Thefe words are fpoken to the prophet, ‘bidding 
him go to Shebna’s houfe ; fo the Arabic verfion, 


go to the houfe; or however, by fome means or 


other let him know, that he fhould be difplaced; 
and turned out of his office, and another put in his 
room: get thee unto this treafurer; ot governor, as 
the Targum; treafurer in’ the houfe of king Heze- 
kiah, as Kimchi: the word has the fignification of 
profit ; and Yarchi, from the Talmud *; calls him 


mafter of the profits; that is; of the profits and 


revenues belonging to the king; though, perhaps, 
he fought more his own profit and advantage than 
the king’s.: it has alfo the fignification of danger, 
and fo may be rendered; this dangerous man to the 
king and ftate, The Fews fay ', he entered into 
con{piracy with fome others in Ferufalem, to de- 
liver up the city and king into the hands of. Sen- 
nacherib. It is alfo ufed for a cherifher or nou- 
rifher, 1 Kings i. 2. and may be underftood of 
him, as a cherifher and encourager of the fcoffers 
before-mentioned, and a fomenter_of fecret con- 
fpitacies againft the king and the city. Some ren- 
der it; this Socbenite; fo called from the. place of 
his birth, or from whence he came; and: the ews" 


fay, he came from Sochen, a place in Egypt; and 
“he feems by what follows to have Leen a foreigner, 
and not an inhabitant of Feru/alem; nor is it likely 
t| that ‘he fhould be twice defcribed’ by his office : 
“even unto Shebna, which is over the houfe, that iss 


over the king’s houfe, fo Kimchi ; the fteward, that 


‘had thé ordering of all affairs civil and domeftic 


in ity which was a very high poft; he -had the 
keys of the.money, ftores, and provifions in it 
fee.¥. 22, The Vulgate Latin verfion. calls pm 

dAekl caatt) and the 


Se sgt pep agy, et revelabitur in auribus meis Domini exercituum, -Montanus;.et revelatum in auribus Domini, &c? 


~Mufeulus.  - 
* T. Bab. Sanhedrin, fols26..2. 
§. § "fol. 150.2, 
9 


F955 CON, fi expubitur, Pagninus, Montanus,  Pifcator ; fi expietur, 
meee * _Jatchi & Kimchi in loc, & Sanhedrin, ib. col, 3, 


nius & Tremellius. 
aw -» Vajikra Rabba, 
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the governor of the temple ; fo Farchi underftands 
it, that he was over the houfe of the fanctuary, 
the temple ; fome Fewi/h writers fay, he was an 
high-prieft ; and others, that he was an Amarcal™, 
which was a name of office in the temple, a go- 
vernor there, that had the keys of the ftores in it: 
and fay, this is not in the text, but is fupplied ; 
the meffage to him follows. 

y¥. 16. What haft thou bere? &c.] In the king’s 
houfe, or in Ferufalem, what bufinefs haft thou 
here? thou art unworthy of fuch an office, nor 
fhalt thou long continue in it; what inheritance 
haft thou here ? thou art an alien from the com- 
monwealth of J/rae/, and haft no eftate or poffef- 
fion in the land: and whom hajt thou here? of thy 
family and kindred; what anceftors haft thou? 
where did they live or die, and were buried? what 
children haft thou to fucceed thee in honour and 
eftate ? or what relations to be interred, when de- 
ceafed, in thy grave, that thou haft made fuch a 
provifion, as follows? and it may be obferved, 
that wherever he is fpoken of, the name of his 
father is never mentioned. ben Ezra’s glofs is, 
who haft thou here of thy family that can help 
thee ? his fall and ruin being at hand: shat thou 
haft hewed thee out a fepulchre here, in the city of 
Ferufalem, or near it; the Jews fay *, among the 
fepulchres of the kings of the houfe of David; as 
if he thought to live and die here, and fo had 
provided a fepulchre for himfelf and family, to lie 
in great pomp and fplendor, like the kings and 
princes of the earth: as he that heweth bim out a 
Sepulchre on high, and that graveth an habitation for 
himfelf in a rock; where fepulchres, as well as pa- 
laces, ufed to be built; fee Matt. xxvii. 60. and 
great men, efpecially the Egyptians, ufed to build 
fepulchres like to palaces ; tho’ it may be obferved, 
that the word as, is not in the text ; and the words 
may be underftood of Shebna’s hewing out a fepul- 
chre in fome high place near Ferufalem, and build- 
ing a fine houfe upon a rock there; and which 
may defign either one and. the fame thing, a grave 
or fepulchre being called a houfe, Fob xxx. 23, 24. 
or two different things, a fepulchre to be buried 
in when dead, and a palace to dwell in while living; 
and fo the words may be rendered thus ¥, O he that 
heweth himfelf, &c. O be that graveth an babita- 
tion, &c. fo the Syriac verfion, O thou that heweft 
thy fepulchre on high, &c. 

¥. 17. Bebold, the Lord will carry thee away with 
a mighty captivity, &c.] Or with the captivity of a 
man; fo the,Zargum, of a mighty man, Sennache- 
vib king of Affyria ; who, as the Fews fay *, when 
he went from Yerufalem, upon the rumour of Jir- 
hakah king of Ethiopia coming againft him, car- 
ried away Shebua and his company, as with an in- 
undation: or as a man is carried captive, whofe 
Captivity is harder, and more fevere and cruel than 
a woman’s, as the Raddins + obferve; a woman find- 
ing more mercy in captivity ufually than a man 
does. Some of the Yewé/h writers render the word 
Geber a cock, as they do elfewhere; and glofs it, 
as 4 cock is carried away, and goes -from place to 
place >; and fo the Vulgate Latin verfion, ‘‘. be- 
“* hold, the Lord fhall caufe thee to be carried 


~ Vajikra Rabba, §. 5. fol. 150. 2. 


b 


Jarchi in loc. Vajikra, ib. i | 


: : x T. Bab. Sanhedr. ib. . 
Junius & Tremellius. * Seder Olam Rabba, c. 23. p. 64. 
3, O vir potens, Grotius; O tu heros, Tigurine verfion. 
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“< away, as a cock is carried away ;” but it feems 
beft with Aben Ezra and Kimchi, to read the word 
man in the vocative cafe; the Lord will carry thee 


away, O man, O mighty man‘; as mighty a man © 


as thou art in office, in power, in riches, God fhall 
carry thee away with the greateft eafe imaginable : 
and will furely cover thee; or, in covering cover thee; 
with confufion, as the Targum. archi fays, the 
word has the fignification of flying ; and fo inter- 
prets it, he fhall caufe thee to fly like a bird:into 
captivity ; that is, very fpeedily and fwiftly. The 
Rabbins gather from hence, that Shebna was flruck 
with leprofy, becaufe the leper was obliged to put 
a covering upon his upper lip; and this fenfe is 
embraced by Grotius ; but the allufion feems to be 
to perfons in difgrace, or condemned to die, whofe 
faces ufed to be covered, E/th. vii. 8. Fob ix. 24. 
¥. 18. He will furely violently turn and tofs thee, 

&c.] Or, wrapping, be will wrap thee with a wrap- 
ping ; as any thing is wrapped up clofe and round, 
either to be more commodioufly carried, or more 
eafily toffed: or, rolling he will roll thee with a 
rolling“; that is, roll thee over and over again, 
till brought to a place appointed: like a dail into 
a large country ; where there is nothing to ftop it; 
and being caft with a ftrong hand, runs a great 
way, and with prodigious iwiftnefs; and fignifies, 
that Shebua’s captivity was inevitable, which he could 
not efcape; that he was no more in the hands of 
the Lord, than a ball in the hands of a ftrong 
man; and could as eafily, and would be, hurled 
out of his place, into a diftant country, as a ball 
well wrapt, could be thrown at a great diftance by 


a ftrong arm; and that this his captivity would _ 


be fwift and fudden ; and ‘that he fhould be ecar- 
ried into a large country, and at a diftance. Far- 
chi fays Cafiphia*, a place mentioned in Ezra viii, 
17. Aben Ezra interprets it of Babylon, which 
feems likely. here fhalt thou die; in that large 
and diftant country ; and not at Ferufalem, where 
he had built a magnificent fepulchre for himfelf 
and family: and there the chariots of thy glory; thall 
ceafe and be no more; he fhould not have them 
along with him to ride in pomp and ftate, and to 
fhew his glory and grandeur, as he had done in 
Ferufalem. Ne connect this with the following 
claufe, and fupply it thus, fhall be the fhame of thy 
Lord’s houfe ; as if the chariots and coaches of ftate 
he had rode in, were to the reproach of the king 
his mafter ; who had made fuch an ill choice of a 
fteward of his houfe, or prime minifter of ftate, 
and had advanced fuch a worthlefs creature to fuch 
a dignity ; but it may be better fupplied thus, 
without being fo ftriétly connected with the other 
claufe, and which is more agreeable to the accents, 
O thou, the fhame of thy Lord’s houfe’; a difgrace 
and difhonour to 4haz, who perhaps put him in 
his office; and to Hezekiah, that continued him in 
it. The Hews fay, he was brought to a very fhame- 
ful end; they fay *, that when he went out of the 
city of Ferufalem, in order to deliver Hezekiah’s 
forces into the hands of the enemy, Gabriel fhut 
the gate before his army; to whom the enemy 
faid, where’s thy army? he replied, they are turned 
back; fay they, thou haft mocked us: Tae tery 
3 2a 
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¥Y O cedens, &c, O fatuens &e. 
2 T. Bab. Sanhedrin, ib. 4s 
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ped about his head, fo Ben Melech ; or any turbant, fuch as were ufed in the eaftern countries; fi 
rolled ap like this, or any fuch-like round thing, and carried away. : O. 3. 
Ratt ma np, tu, O dedecus domus domini tui, Tigurine verfion ; O ignominia, &c. Junius & Tremaliae Pifcator. 
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they bored his heels, and faftened him to the tails 
of horfes, and drew him upon thorns and briers. 
So fays Kimchi, inftead of chariots of glory, he 
thought they would give him, they put him to 
fhame, binding him to the tails of horfes. 

¥. 19. And I will drive thee from thy flation, &c.] 
Or thou fhalt be driven from it, according to my 
word; this is faid by the prophet, and expreffes 
his being degraded from his office by the king, 
according to the will of God: and from thy flate 
foall he pull thee down, either the king his matter, 
or the Lord, who, by his providence, would fo 
order it, that it fhould be: the phrafes exprefs in- 
dignation and force, and an entire removal of him 
from ail offices in the king’s houfe or government; 
for it does not at all feem likely, what is com- 
monly. fugeefted, that he was removed frotn his 
office of treafurer, or fteward of the king’s houfe, 
and put into a lower office, and made a {cribe, as 
he is called, ch. xxxvii. 2. befides, the words pre- 
ceding fhew, that he fhould be. carried captive into 
another land. . 

¥. 20. And it fhall come to pafs in that day, &c.] 
At the fame time that Shebua was depofed from 
his high ftation : shat I will call my fervant Elia- 
kim, the fon of Hilkiah ; whom Kimchi thinks was 
the fame with Azarizh the fon of Ailkiah, who 
might have two names, and was a ruler over the 
houfe of God in the times of Hezekiah, 1 Chron. 
vi. 13. 2 Chron. xxxi. 13.. this man, by the cha- 
raéter given him, was a good man, a faithful, di- 
ligent, and conftant fervant of the Lord, and 
therefore he delighted to raife him to great ho- 
nour and dignity: he did not feek great things 
for himfelf, nor did he thruft himfelf into the of- 
fice, but the Lord called him to it in his provi- 
dence, and put him into it; he did, as Kimchi 
obferves, put it into the heart. of Hezekiah to ap- 
point him governor in the room of Shebna. This 
man was a type of Chrift; his name agrees with 
him, which fignifies, my God will raife up; that is, 
the dead by him, 1 Cor. vi. 14. and fo does-the 


chara¢ter of a fervant, frequently given to Chrift’ 


in this book ; fee ch. xlii. 1. and xlix. 3. and liii. 
11. nor did Chrift take any office to himfelf, but 
was called unto it by his Father, Hed. v. 4, 5. 

y. 21. And I will clothe him with thy robe, &c.] 
The fame he wore, or rather one like unto it, 
which was a badge and token of his office. If he 
was a prieft, as the Fews fay, this was his prieftly 
robe, by which the high-prieft was diftinguifhed 
from others; but he rather feems to be a civil 
officer, who wore a garment. fuitable to it, and 
djftinétive of it ; in which he was a type of Chrift, 
inveited with the prieftly, or rather with the kingly 
office, crowned with glory and honour; and who 
is feen among his.churches, clothed with a garment 
down to the feet, Rev. i. 13: and firengthen him 
with thy girdle, which was a fymbol, both of 
power and of ftrength ; both priefts and princes 
had their girdles. Chrift’s girdle,-in the admini- 
{tration of his office, is faithfulnefs and righteouf- 
nefs, J xi. 5: and I will commit thy government 
into bis band, the government of the king’s houfe, 
typical of the government of the church, put into 

the hands of Chrift by his Father, J/. ix.. 6, 7. 
‘obn v. 22, 23: and be fhall be a father to the in- 

sbitants of Ferufalem, and to the houfe of ‘fudab , 
have a fatherly care over them, and affection for 
them ; and fuch an one is Chrift, who ftands in the 
relation of the everlafting Father to his church and 
se and of whom the whole family in heaven 

Vou. © Deets. ti 
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and earth is named ; he provides for them, takes 
care of them, is tenderly affeCted towards them, 
Pities and fympathizes with them, and affords them 
all fupply and fupport. Kimchi interprets it of a 
faithful counfellor, and a good ledder: So Ben 
Melech. 

¥. 22. And the key of the houfé of David will I 
lay upon bis fboulder, &c.] In allufion either to 
magiftrates carrying a key on their fhoulder, hang- 
ing down from thence, having a hook at one end 
of it fit for that purpofeé; or having one em- 
broidered on that part of their garment; or one 
carried before them by their fervants. It regards 
either the keys of the temple; or rather the key ~ 
of the king’s houfe, which it was proper fhould 
be delivered to him as treafurer and fteward of it ; 
the Targum takes in both, “ and I will give the 
“* key of the houfe of the fanctuary, and the go- 
** vernment of the houfe of David, into his hand.” 
In the myftical fenfe, Chrift is faid to have this 
key, Rev. iii. 7. where the following words are ap- 
plied to him: fo be fhall open, and none foall fout ; 
and be foall fut, and none Jhall open; all which is 
expreflive of the government of the church being 
on his fhouldérs, and of his abfolute and uncon- 
troulable power over it ; who opens the treafures 
of his word, of his grace, and of wifdom and 
Knowledge, and communicates them unto, and 
fhuts or hides them from, whom he pleafes ; who 
opens and fhuts the doors of his church, his houfe, 
and lets in, and keeps out, whom he thinks fit ; 
and who alfo opens and fhuts the door of the king- 
dom of heaven, and introduces into it his own 
people, and excludes others. 

¥. 23. And Iwill fafien him as a nail in a fure 
place, &c.] In a ftrong part of the wall or timber, 
where it fhall not fail, or be removed, or cut down, 
and fo let drop what is hung upon it: it denotes 
the ftability and continuance of his government, 
and of the ftrength and fupport he fhould be. of 
unto others ; and well agrees with Chrift his anti- 
type ; fee Zech. x. 4. and is expreffive of the 
ftrength of Chrift, as the mighty God; and as the 
man of God’s right hand, made ftrong for him- 
felf; and as the able Saviour, and mighty Re- 
deemer ; and of the ftability of his perfon, he. is 
unchangeable, the fame to-day, yefterday, and for 
ever; and of his office, as mediator, head, and 
furety of the covenant ; whofe priefthood pafiés not 
from one to another, and whofe kingdom is an 
everlafting one, and his truths and ordinances un- 
fhaken, and immoveable: the fure place in which 
he is fixed, is both his church, where he is the 
everlafting head, hufband, and Saviour of it; and 
heaven, where he is, and will be retained, until 
the time of the reftitution of all things: and he 
frail be for a glorious throne to his father’s houfe ; or 
make the throne of his father’s houfe glorious, 
Eliakim being, as fome have thought, of the blood 
royal ; or he fhould be an honour and credit, to his 
father’s houfe, by his wife and faithful adminiftra- 
tion of the government committed to him. Chrift 
is the brightnefs of his Father’s glory; and to them 
that believe, he is an honour ; he is on a glorious 
throne himfelf, and he’ll bring all his Father’s fa- 
mily to fit with him on the fame throne, 1 Sam, 
ii. 8. Rev. iii. 21. 

y. 24. And they fhall hang upon him all the glory 
of his father’s boufe, &c.] Which fhows the reafon 
of his being compared to a nail; not to one that 
faftens pieces of timber together, or to a nail or 
{take drove in the ground, to which the cords of 
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tents are fa(tened, but to 2 nail in a wall, on which 
things are hung : and the meaning is, that all of 
his father’s family would be dependent upon ‘him, 
be fupported by him, ‘and receive honour and glory 
from him: and which alfo is true of Chrift the 
antitype; the glory of building his father’s houfe, 
the church, and of faving it, and of making of it 
glorious, belongs to him, and is given to him; 
it is put upon him, and it is vifible on him, and 
it is weighty, and will continue : the offspring and 
the iffite; all the defcendents of his father’s family, 
fons and daughters, children and grandchildren ; 
fo the Targum, “ and all the glorious or noble 
‘¢ ones of his father’s houfe fhall lean upon him, 
“6 children, and children’s children :” fo all the 
children of God, and who are alfo Chrift’s {piri- 
tual feed and offspring, thefe depend upon him for 
grace, and all the fupplies of it; they boaft in 
him for righteoufnefs and ftrength, and rely upon 
him for life and falvation : all veffels of fmall quan- 
tity’; from the vefféls of cups, even to all the veffels 
of flagons ; meaning thofe of his family, that were 
fome of leffer, others of greater capacities, for 
whom he provided places and pofts under him, 
fuitable thereunto ; none were forgotten or neg- 
lected by him: this fimile, of veffels of various 
forts and fizes, is made ufe of, in perfect agree- 
ment with Eliakim’s being compared to a nail, on 
which veffels in a houfe are hung by their handles. 
The Targum is, ‘* from young men to little ones; 
“* from the priefts clothed with the epbod, to the 
“¢ Levites that held the pfalteries.” In the typical 
fenfe, it is to be underftood of the veffels of mercy ; 
fome of which are larger, and others leffer; fome 
capable of receiving more grace and larger gifts, 
and others lefs; to whom Chrift communicates, 
and whom he fills, according to their capacities ; 
all whofe wants he fupplies, and whofe perfons he 
fupports ; he fills them with his grace, and he fits 
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bis chapter gives an account, both of the 
defolation and reftoration of Tyre, an ancient 
city in Phenicia, Its defolation is defcribed as fo 
compleat, that a houfe was not left in it, y. 1. 
and by the fewnefs and. ftilnefs of the inhabitants 
of it, with which it had been replenifhed, it hav- 
ing been a mart of nations, ¥. 2, 3. and by the 
fhame and- pain, Zidon, a neighbouring city, was 
put into, on account of it, ¥. 4, 5. and by the re- 
moval of its inhabitants to other places, y. 6, 7, 
12. all which is attributed to the counfel, purpofe, 
and commandment of God, to deftroy it; whofe 
view was to ftain their pride, and bring them into 
contempt, ¥. 8, 9, 10, 11. the means and inftru- 
ments made ufe of to this purpofe, were the 4/p- 
rians or Chaldeans, ¥. 13. and its defolation is fur- 
ther aggravated, by the lofs of its trade ; hence 
the merchants of other countries are called to 
mourning, ¥. 1, 14. the date and duration of this 
defolation were 70 years, y. 45. after which it 
fhould be reftored, and its merchandize and com- 
merce;~with all the nations of the earth, be re- 
vived again, ¥. 15, 16, 17, 18. 


¥. 1. The burden of Tyre, 8&c.] Ora prophecy 
concerning the deftruction of it. The Targum is, 
*« the burden of the cup of curfing, to give Tyre 
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yo oe oy 


ye foips of Tarfoifh ; not of Carthage, as the’ Se 
gint verfion; but of Tarteffus in Spain, which 
with Tyre, and from whence the Phanicians are 


interpret it Tarfus, a fea-port in Cilicia, which Tay 
nearer to Tyre, the fame place the apoftle Pani was 


‘the fea, as it fometimes is, and as the Targum ai 
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them for glory ; fee ‘Rom. ix. 23. 2 Tim. ii. 20, 
fp on nae Selo ge cian 


21. : | 
y¥. 25. In that day, faith the Lord of bofts, &ev} 
That Shebna is depofed, and Eliakim put in’ his 


| place : jhall the nail that is faftened in the fure place, 


be removed, and be cut down, and fall, meaning; 


not Eliakim before fpoken of, who really was’a — 


nail faftened in a fure place, and not to be ‘ré= 
moved ; but Shebua, who thought himfelf to be 
as a nail in a fure place, being put into it by ‘the 
king, and fupported by his authority, and courted 
by his friends and flatterers ; for to him the whole 
preceding prophecy is directed, which is carried 
down to this verfe ; for all that is faid of the glory 
and ufefulnefs of his fucceflor Eliakim, was to b 

told to him, which would make it ftill the more 
grievous to him, to be degraded and difgraced as 
he would be, fignified by his being removed, caft 
down, and falling: and the burden that was upon 
it foall be cut off, thofe that were dependent upon 
him, his family, his flatterers, and friends, fuch 
whom he had raifed by his influence and autho- 
rity to. confiderable places, and whom he fupported 
in them ; thefe would fall with him, as is ufual 
when a royal favourite, or prime minifter of ftateé 
falls into difgrace, and is removed; an inftance of 
this may be feen in Haman, whofe family and 
friends were involved in the fame ruin with him, 
Efth, ix, 12, 13, 14. and it may be obferved, that 
many dependents, which a minifter of ftate always’ 
has, are a burden to him. The Yargum interprets’ 
this of the burden of prophecy ; and Yarchi fays, 
that fome explain it thus, “* the prophecy, ‘which 


‘© thou prophefieft, concerning it, fhall be con“ - 


“« firmed ;” as follows: for the Lord hath fpoken 
it ; and therefore it fhall come to pafs ; ** for,” as” 
the Targum, “ fo it is decreed by the word of the” 
“Lord.” , ti 


| Mi 
7 
eval 

. WA Y 


nrteik 


“ to drink.” This was a famous city in Phoenicia, 
which exceeded in renown and grandeur all the ci- 
ties of Syria and Phenicia*, and was much known 
for its trade and navigation, for which it was well 
fituated by the fea; and indeed new Tyre ftood in 
it, about four furlongs diftant from the fhore, be-’ 
fore it was joined to the continent by Alexander the 
Great: but this feems to be old Tyre, and was” 
upon the continent, which was built by the Phe- 
nicians before the Trojan war', and 240 years be- 
fore the temple of Solomon *. It had its name 99¥ 
Tzur, in the Hebrew language, from whence it is_ 
called Tyre, from the rock on which it was built, 
that word fo fignifying. It is written here without _ 
a vau; and it is a rule with the ews ', that when- 
ever this word is written full, with all its 1 = 
it is to be underftood of the city of Tyre; but if 
wanting, it defigns Rome; and Cocceius inte 
the whole prophecy of the antichriftian city. 1 a 
ac}! 
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to have large quantities of gold and filver, 


of, Afs xxii. 3. though by Tarfbifh may be me: 


k Jofeph, Antique 1. 8, €. . §. ty. ne | 
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Jerchi here interpret it, and fo defigns fhips in, ge- 
neral; or, as the Targum, thofe that go down in 
the fhips of the fea; or all forts of perfons, from 
every quarter, that failed in fhips to Tyre, and traded 
with it ; thefe are now called to mourning and la- 
mentation, becaufe their commerce with it was now 


over: for it is laid wafte; not Larfhifh, but Tyre ; | 


and this was done, not by Salmanefer king of Ajjy- 
ria, who. indeed befieged it for the fpace of five 
years, but took it not; the Zyrians with twelve fail 
icattered his fleet, and took five hundred of his 
imen, this was when Eluleus was king of Zyre™ ; 
nor..by Alexander the Great ; for tho’ it was be- 
fieged and taken by him, yet before his time it 
had been befieged by Nebuchadnezzar thirteen years, 
and at laft was taken by him, when Jthodalus was 
king of it": and this feems rather intended here, 
fince feventy years after this it was to be reftored 
again, which beft accords with thofe times, as will 
be feen hereatter : fo that there is no boufe, no en- 
tering in; no port or haven open to go in at, no 
fhops to vend their goods in, no warehoufes to lay 
them up in, nor inns to lodge at, as well as no 
private houfes for the inhabitants to dwell in, all 
being deftroyed by the enemy: from the land of 
Chittim it is revealed to them; Chittim was one of 
the fons of Favan, as was alfo Tarfhifh, by whom 
the ifles of the Gentiles were divided, Gen. x. 4, 5. 
from whom the Joniqns or Grecians defcended ; fo 
that Chittim feems to defign fome part of Greece, 
or ifles belonging to it. The Macedonians are called 
by this name; and Alewander the Macedonian is faid 
to come out of the land of Chittim, 1 Maccab. i. 1. 
and viii. 5. hence fome think he is defigned here, 
and the deftruction of Zyre by him; and the words 
may be rendered, from the land of Chittim he is re- 
vealed, or appears unto thems that is, as Farchi 
gloffes it, the deftroyer to the’ men of Tyre, tho’ 
he by Chittim underftands the Cuthites. Fofephus 
fays °, Chittim the fon of Javan poffefled the ifland 
Chethima, now called Cyprus, and from hence all 
iflands, and moft maritime places, are called Chit- 
tim by the Hebrews , and obferves, that one of the 
cities of Cyprus is called Citium. And in the la- 
mentation for Tyre, Ezek. xxvii. 6. we read of the 
ifles of Chittim ; by which are meant perhaps the 
ifles in the A#gean and Jonian feas, who traded with 
Tyre, and from thefe firft came the tidings of Tyre’s 
deftruction to the fhips or merchants of Tar/bifh ; 
which agrees with a Hebrew expofition mentioned 
by Farchi, “ from the land of Chittim is revealed 
“* to the men of Tarfhifh the deftruction of Tyre ; 
“¢ for the inhabitants of Tyre fled to Chittim, and 
“* from thence the rumour was heard.” The fenfe 
which R. Fofeph Kimchi gives of the paflage, as his 
fon David relates, is this, ** Chittim were merchants 
“¢ that went to Babylon, and told them that they 
“¢ might go to Tyre, and would be able to take 
“¢ jt, and they would *help them, and carry them 
‘¢ there by fea.’? But it feemis more likely, that 
thofe trading people, by goirig from one’ country 
to another, got knowledge of the defign of the Baby- 
lonians againit Tyre, and acquainted that city with 
it. Some join the words, from the land of Chittim, 
to the preceding, thus, o entering in from the land 
of Chittim, it is revealed, or made known; that 
is, it is fome way or other made known to the 
merchants of. Chittim ’, that there is no entrance 
into Tyre, the city being laid. wafte, and its port 
ruined, fo that it is in vain for them to fend their 
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fhips ; to which the Septuagint in fome meafure 
agrees, ‘* becaufe it perifhes, aud there are none 
“ come from the land of Ghittim,. it is carried 
“< captive.” The Targum iss ‘* they fhall come 
“* from the land of Chittim againft them 3”? which 
feems to favour the firft fenfe. 

W. 2. Be fiill ye inbabitants of the ifle, 8&c.] Eiz 


‘ther the ifles of Céitzim, or other iflands that traded 


with Tyre, the fingular being put for the plural, 
called upon to grieve and mourn, becaufe the city 
of their merchandife was deftroyed; as Kimchi; of 
of Tyre ittelf; which being fituated at fome diftance 
from the fhore, was an ifland itfelf, until it was 
joined to the continent by Alexander 2; and even 
old Yyre might be fo called; it being ufual. ia 
{cripture to call places by the fea-fhore; ifles ; and 
befides, old Zyre included in it new Tyre, the 
ifland; as Pliny ' fuggefts; who are inftruéted to 
be filent as mourners, and to ceaie from the hur- 
ries of bufinefs, which they would be obliged to; 
and not boaft of their power and wealth; as they had 
formerly done, or attempt. to defend. themfelves, 
which would be in vain: thou whom the merchanis 
of Zidon, that pafs over the fea, have. replenifhed ; 
Zidon was a very ancient city of Phenicia, more 
ancient than Zyre; for Lyre was a colony of the 
Zidonians, and built by them, and fo might be 
faid to be replenifhed by them with men from the 
firft, as it alfo was with mariners, Ezek. xxvii. 8; 
and likewife with merchants and wares, they be- 
ing a trading and fea-faring people; wherefore they 
are fpoken of as merchants, and as paffing over 
the fea: or this may be underftood of the ifles re- 
plenifhed with goods by the merchants of Tyre and 
Zidon, but now no more, and therefore called to 
mourning. wes 

¥. 3. And by great waters the feed of Sibors 8c.) 
Sibor is the river Nile in Egypt, it had its namie 
from the black colour of its waters, as in Fer. ik 
18. hence called by the Greeks Melas, and by the 
Latines Melo: the feed of it intends what was fowft 
and: grew upon the banks of it, or was nourifhed 
by the overflow of this river throughout. the land, 
and. includes corn, flax, paper, &e.: with whielr 
Egypt abounded ; and when this is faid to be dy 
great waters, the meaning either is, that it gréw 


| by great waters, the waters of the Ni/e; and thro” 


the influence of them; or that it cafhe by great 
waters to Tyre; that is, by the waters, of the fea, 
the Mediterranean fea: _ the harveft. of the river is 
ber revenue ; this claufe is the fame with the for- 
mer, and ferves to explain it; the river is the river 
Nile, the harveft is the feed that was fown and 
grew by it, and which at the proper feafon, when 
ripe, was gathered from it, and carried in thips 
to Tyre, with which that city was fupplied and en- 
riched, as if it had been its own produce: and 
joeis a mart of nations ;. Tyre was a: city to which 
all nations traded, it was a mart for them all, and 
where they brought their wares to fell, and always 
found a market for them, here they had vent. 
The 27th chapter of Ezekiel is a proper commen- 
tary on this claufe. atte 

y. 4. Be thou afbamed, O Zidon, &c.| A city 
near to Zyre, about two hundred furlongs, diftant 
from it; Farchi fays it was within a day’s walk of 
it; thefe two cities, as they were near to each 
other, fo they were clofely allied together, and 
traded much with one another, fo that the fall of 
Tyre muft be diftrefling and confounding to Zidon; 
and 
Wf. §.:22:- 
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and befides, Tyre was 4 colony of the Zidonians, 
and therefore, y’. 12. is called the daughter of Zi- 
don, and could not but be affected with its ruin, 
and the more, as it might fear the fame would foon 
be its cafe : for the fea hath [poken which wafhed 
the city of Zyre; or thofe that failed in its or ra- 
ther Tyre itfelf, fo called, becaufe its fituation was 
by the fea, the ifland was encompafled with it: 
even the firength of the fea , which was enriched by 
what was brought by fea to it, and was ftrength- 
ened by it, being furrounded with the waters of 
it as with a wall, and had the fovereignty over it: 
Saying, I travail not, nor bring forth children, neither 
do I nourifh up young men, nor bring up virgins , ei- 
ther the fea itfelf, which now no more brought 
great numbers of young people to Zyre, children 
to be educated, young men to be inflructed in 
trade and bufinefs, and virgins to be given in mar- 
riage, the city being deftroyed;, or Tyre, which 
aid was very populous, full of children, young 
men and maidens, but now defolate ; and which 
formerly fent out colonies abroad, and was a mo- 
ther-city to many, as Pliny fays*; it was famous 
for the birth of many cities, as Lepti, Utica, Car- 
thage, and Gades or Cales; but now it was all over 
with her. Some render it as a wifh, O that I bad 
never travailed, &c. and fo the Targum. 

¥. 5. As at the report concerning Egypt, 8c.] 
Its future deftruction prophefied of, ch. xix. or 
what had in times paft befallen it, when the ten 
plagues were inflicted on it, and Pharaoh and his 
hoft were drowned in the red-fea; the report of 
which filled the neighbouring nations with fear and 
trembling, and put them into a pannic; fo the 
Targum, ** as they heard the plague with which 
“* the Egyptians were {mitten :” fo jhall they be 
forely pained at the report of Tyre, of the deftruction 
of that; this fhould have the like effect upon the 
nations round about them, efpecially fuch as traded 
with them, as the judgments on Egypt had upon 
their neighbours; for as for what was to come, the 
deftruction of Tyre was before the deftruétion of 
Egypt by Nebuchadnezzar: though fome read.the 
words, and they will bear to be read thus, when 
the report was made, or came fo the Egyptians, they 
will be in pain at, or according to the report of Tyre*, 
*¢ when it was heard in Egypt, pain fhall take them 
“< for Tyre ;” as foon as the Egyptians heard of the 
taking and ruin of Tyre, they were in pain, asa 
woman in travail, partly fearing. their own. turn 
would be next, Zyre lying in the way of the Chal- 
deans unto them ; and partly becaufe of the lofs of 
trade they fuftained, thro’ the deftruction of that 
city. In like pain will be the kings or merchants 
of the earth, at the deftruction of Rome, Rev. xviii. 
9, 10, 15, 16, 17. and according to an expofition 
mentioned by Yarchi, Tyre here is Edom ; that is, 
Rome, for that-with the ews is commonly meant 
by Edom. Tati & 2, 2h 

¥. 6. Pafs ye over to,Larfoifh, &c.| Either to 
Tartefus in Spain, or to Larfus in Cilicia, which lay 
over-againft them, and to which they might:tran- 
fport themfelves, families, and fubftance, with 
greater. eafe; or 40 4 province of the. fea, as. the 
Targum, any other fea-port; the Septuagint fays.to 
Carthage, which was a colony of the Tyrians ; and 
hither the Affprian » hiftorians fay they. did tranfport 
themfelves ; tho’ Kimchi thinks this is fpoken, not 
to. the Tyrians, but to. the merchants that traded 
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with them, to go elfewhere with their merchandife, 
fince their goods could no more be difpofed of in 
that city as ufual. Howl ye inhabitants of the ifle 
of Tyre, as in ¥. 2:or of every ifle; ‘as’ Aben Ezra, 
which traded here, becaufe now their commerce 
was at anend; fo Kimchi. . +t so PR RR 
y. 7. Is this your joyous city ? 8c.) Which the 
other day looked fo gay, brifk, and chearful, thro’ 
the number of. its inhabitants, largenefs of trade, 
fulnefs of provifions, and pleafures of every kind; 
and now diftrefled and defolate, and no voice o: 
joy and gladnefs heard in it: who/e antiquity igi j 
ancient days, the moit ancient city in Phanicia, ex- 
cepting Zidon, as Strabo™ fays; and it was in be- 
ing in the days of Yofua, Fob. xix. 29. if the 
words there are rightly rendered ; and if fo, Fofe~ 
phus muft be miftaken, unlefs*he fpeaks of infular 
Tyre, when he fays*, that from the building of 
Tyre, to the building of the temple (of Solomon), 
were two hundred and forty years, which muft 


fall very fhort of the times of Yofoua; fuchy feem — 


to be nearer the truth, who make Agenor, the fa- 
ther of Cadmus, to be the builder of this'city, who 
lived about the times of Foua.” The Lyrians in-’ 
deed boafted of a :ftill greater antiquity, ‘and to 


| which boafts perhaps reference is here had} for one 


of the priefts of Zyre told Herodotus *, that their 
city had been inhabited two thoufand: three hun?) 


dred years; and Herodotus lived in the times’ of . 


Artaxerxes and Xerxes, about the year‘of the world’ 
3500. \ According to Sanchoniatho*, it~was inha-" 
bited by Hyp/uranius, who firft builded cottages of 
rufhes, €c. in it; but thefe things are beyond all 
credit ; however, certain it is, that it was. a very: 
ancient city; it had the name of Paletyrus or old 
Tyre: ber own feet fall carry her afar off to Jojourn 
the fenfe is, that tho’ the Zyrians had. lived very 
delicately, and in great affluence, whilft their city” 
was flourifhing, yet now they fhould ‘be very’ 
coarfely and roughly ufed; they fhould not ride 
on horfes, or be drawn in carriages, but fhould’ 
be obliged to walk on foot, and be led or driven’ 
into a foreign country, Afpria or Chaldea, ot to” 
fome province or provinces belonging to ‘that em=— 
pire; where they fhould:be, not as inhabitants, but” 
as fojourners and ftrangers ; and fhould be’ ufed, 
not as. freemen,, but as.captives and flaves) Gro-’ 
tius, by her feet, underftands the feet of her fhips, 

fails and oars, and mariners themfelves, by means’ 
of which fhe got into diftant places for fafety ; and’ 
fo it is reported in hiftory », that the Tyrians be-- 
ing long befieged by Nebuchadnexzar,-and having” 
no hopes of being delivered, prepared.a convenient” 
number of fhips, abandoned their city, stranfported”. 
themfelves, wives, children, and riches, and failed” 
from thence to Cyprus, Carthage, and other mari-" 


time cities of their tributaries, or confederates ; fo" 
that the Babylonians, when they took the city,” 
found little or nothing in it ; fee Ezek: xxix, 18."" 


tho’ the words will bear another fenfe, being, ac+ 
cording to the accents, to be read in cor 


with the preceding claufes, thus, Is this the foyous . 


he 


city ? from the firft days of her antiquity, her feet 
ng t 

that is, by her labour and:pains, by her jo 

and voyages, for the fake of merchandize, which 
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¥.8. Who hath token this counfel againft Tyre, |“* province of the fea: there is xo wiore ftrengtb ; 
the crowning city, ec.) Which had a king over it, |in Tyre, to defend themfelves againft the enemy, 
to whom it gave a crown; and which crowned its|to proteét their trade, and‘ the merchants’ that 
inhabitants with riches and plenty, and even en- | traded with them; or, ‘0 more Lirdle*, about it; 
riched the kings of the earth, Ezek. xxvii. 33. this | no more girt about with walls, ramparts, and othet 
is faid as wondering who could lay a fcheme to | fortifications, or with foldiers and fhipping, or with 
deftroy fuch a city, or ever think of fucceeding in | the fea, with which it was encompafléd, whilft an 
it; who could take it into his head, or how could | ifland, but now rio more, being joined to the con- 
it enter into his heart, or who could have:a heart | tinent by the enemy. Some think, becaufe girdles 
to go about it, and ftill lefs power to effect the | were a part of merchandife, Prov. xxxi. 24. that 
ruin of fuch a city, which was the queen of cities, | this is id to exprefs the meannefs and poverty 6f 
and gave laws and crowns, riches and wealth, to] the place, that there was not fo much as a girdle 
others ; furely no mere mortal could be concerned | left in it; rather that it was ftripped of its power 
in this; fee Rev. xiii. 3, 4: whofe merchants are|and authority, of which the girdle was a fign ; fee 
princes , either really fuch, for even princes and | chap. 22. 21. © ohaeuak 
kings of the earth traded with her, Ezek. xxvii.) yt. 11. He ftretched out his hand over the fea, &c.J 
21, 33. or they were as rich as princes in other | That'is, the Lord of Hofts, who had purpofed to 
countries were: whofe traffickers are the honourable of | deftroy Tyre, ftretched out his hand of power’ over 
the earth? made rich by trafficking with her, and | it, called the fea, as in ¥. 4. becaufe fituated i it, 
fo attained great honour and glory in the world ; | fupported by it, and had the fovereignty of it; in 
fee Rev. Xviii. 3, 15. like manner as he ftretched out his hand ‘on the 
¥.9. The Lord of Hofts hath purpofed it, 8cc.]|red-fea, and deftroyed Pharach and the Egyptians: 
To deftroy Zyre ; who is wonderful in counfel, ca-|in it ; to which the allufion may be: he shook thé 
pable of forming a wife fcheme, and able to put it | kingdoms ; of Tyre and Zidon, which were both 
in execution ; being the Lord of armies in heaven | kingdoms, and diftinét ones ; and alfo made other 
and in earth: and his end in it was, to fain the| neighbouring kingdoms fhake and tremble when’ 
pride of all glory; Tyre being proud of its riches,|thefe fell, fearing it would be ‘their cafe next. 
the extent of its commerce, and the multitude of | Some underftand this of the moving of Nebuchad+ 
its inhabitants, God was refolved, who fets him-|mezzar, and of the kings of the provinces under’ 
felf againft the proud, to abafe them; to pollute} him, to come againft Lyre: the Lord hath given’a 
the glorious things they ‘were proud of; to deal | commandment againft the merchant city , the city of 
with them as with polluted things; to trample} Tyre, fo famous for merchandife, that“it was the 
upon them: and to bring into contempt all thé bo-\ mart of nations, as in ¥. 3. or, againft Canaan, in 
nourable of the earth, or, to make light all the beavy\ which country Tyre and. Zidon were, being origi-" 
ones of the earth* all {uch who are top-heavy with | nally built and inhabited by the pofterity of Ca- 
riches and honour, God can, and fometimes does, | naan, Gen. x. 15, 19: to deflroy the ftrong holds 
make as light as feathers, which the wind carries | thereof; either of the mtrchant-city Iyre, whofe 
away, and they fall into contempt and difgrace | fortifications were ftrong, both by nature and art; 
with their fellow-creatures; and the Lord’s thus|or, of Canaan, whofe ftrong holds, or fortified: 
dealing with Tyre was not merely on their account, | cities, the principal of them were Tyre and Zidon 4 
to ftain their pride and glory, and difgrace their | fo Farchi: and if the Lord of Hofts gives a com-' 
honourable ones; but for the fake of others alfo, | mandment to deftroy it and its {trong holds, as he. 
that the great ones of the earth might fee and learn | did to, Nebuchadnezzar and his army, and aiter-. 
by this inftance of Zyre, how difpleafing to the | wards to Alexander and his, who could favé them e 
Lord is the fin of pride; what a poor, vain, and | that is, God faid it, who gave commandment to. 
perifhing thing, worldly honour and glory is; and | deftroy it. jee ' devotl 
what poor, weak, feeble creatures, the princes and|  y.'12. And he faid, thou Jhalt no more réjoice, 
potentates of the earth are, when the Lord takes | &c.] Not meaning that fhe fhould never more re- 
them in hand. - {i joice, but not for a long time, as Kimchi ihterprets 
¥. 10. Pafs through thy land, as a river, O daugh-\it ; when her calamity fhould come upon her, her, 
ter of Tarfpifo, 8ec.| Or, of the fea, as the Vulgate \ jovial time, her time of mirth, jollity and revelling, 
Latin ; meaning Tyre, which was fituated in- the | would be over for a time ; for at the end of ‘feventy 
fea, and did, ‘as it were, fpring from it, and was| years, {He fhould take her harp and fing again,, 
fortified by it, and fupported by thips of merchan- | ¥. 15, 16. for the words feem to be {poken, of Tyre, 
dife on it, from various places; but now being | concerning whom the whole prophecy is; tho’ fome 
about to be deftroyed, the inhabitants of it are} think Zidon is here meant, which being near, ‘fot. 
called upon to pafs thro’ it, and get out of it as| fered at the fame time with Tyre, or quickly after : 
faft as they could, even as fwiftly as a river runs, | O thow oppreffed virgin; Tyre is called a virgin, be- 
and in great abundance or multitudes. Kimchi | caufe of her beauty, pride, and lafcivioufhels,. and’ 
thinks the Tyrians are bid to pafs tg the daughter | becaufe never before fubdued and taken; and op 
of Tarfoifh, that is, to Tarfbifh itfelf, to make their | prefed, becaufe ‘now deflowered, ranfacked, plun- 
efcape out of their own land, and flee thither for'|\dered and ruined, by Nebuchadnezzar ; daughter of 
fafety ; this the accents will not admit of, there | Zidon ; fome think Zidon itfelf is meant, jut oS 
being an Athnach upon the word river; rather the | daughter of Zion means Zion herfelt, &e, but it 
merchants of Tarfbifh, that were in Tyre, are ex-| may be alfo. obferved,’ that fuch cities that have’ 
horted to depart to their own land with all poffible | fprung from others, or have their dependence ‘on 
hafte, left they fhould be involved in its ruin, tho’ | them, are called their daughters ; fo we read of Sao 
the Targum inclines to the other: fenfe, “ pafs out} maria and her daughters, and Sodom and her daugh-- 
‘* of thy land, as the waters of a river flee to a} ters, Ezek: xvi. 46, 48. and fo Tyre is’ te i 
hue aughte: 
eT we. IAD 45 Spend. © "TY MD JN nulla eft zona amplius, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator; non eft 
ae amplius, Cocceius. | aa 


Vor. I. N. 4. : a oe 


122 


daughter of Zidon, -becauf it was a colony of the 
Zidonians' ; and at firft built and fupported by 
them, tho’ now grown greater than its mother : 
arife, pas aver to Chittim; to the ifle of Cyprus, 
which was near them, and in which was a city 
called Citivm; or to Macedonia, which was called. 
the-land of Chittim, 1 Maccad. i. 1. or to the ifles 
of the Zigean and Jonian feas; or to Greece and 
Italy ; which latter fenfe is approved by Vitringa, 
who thinks the iflands of Cor/ica, and Sardinia, and 
Sicily, are meant, which were colonies of the Ty- 
rians; and fo in y.1, 6: there alfo fhalt thou have 
no reft; fince thofe countries would alfo fall into 
the enemies hands, either the Badylouiaus, or the 
Medes and Perfians, or the Romans; into whofe 
hands Macedonia, Carthage, and other colonies of 
the Zyrians fell, fo that they had no reft in any of 
them. 
¥.13. Behold the land of the Chaldeans, &c.] 
Not Zyre, as fome think, fo called, becaufe founded 
by the Chaldeans, who finding it a proper place for 
Ships, fo they render the word T2iim, afterwards 
ufed, and which is fo interpreted by Farchi, built 
the city of Tyre; but the country called Chaldea 
is here meant, and the BaZylonifh empire and mo- 
natchy, particularly Badylon, the head of it: zhis 
people was not ;,.a people, or of any great note and 
figure; till the Affyrian founded it for them that 
dwell in the wildernefs ; Nimrod was the firft builder 
of Babel, in the land of Shinar, and from that land 
went forth Aur, and built Nineveh, the city 
Reboboth, and Calab, which were built for people 
that lived {cattered up and down in fields and de- 
fert places ; fo that the Arians were the firft foun- 
ders of Chaldea , and after it had been inhabited by 
the Chaldeans, it was feized upon by the Afprians, 
and became a province. of theirs: they, fet up the 
towers thereof, the towers of Babylon, not of Tyre. 
Jarcki intetprets it of building bulwarks  againit 
Tyre: they raifed up the palaces ; the ftately. build- 
ings of Babylon; or razed them; fo Farchi; alfo 
the Targum, ‘< they deftroyed the palaces thereof:” 
and Le brought it to ruin; or he will do it; the paft 
tenfe for the future, i.e. God will bring Babylon 
to ruin; and therefore it need not feem ftrange 
that Zyre fhould be deftroyed, fince this would 
be the cafe of Babylon.. Sir Fohn Marfham ® inter- 
prets the words thus, “* look upon Babylon, the 
** famous metropolis of the Chaldeans ; the people 
“¢ that poffefs that city, not long ago dwelt in de- 
“* ferts, having no certain habitation; Nabonajjar 
* the Afprian brought men thither, the Scevites, 
*‘ (the inhabitants of Arabia Deferta; fo called, 
‘* from their dwelling in tents) he fortified. the 
city, he raifed up towers, and built palaces ; 
** fuch now was this city, founded by the Aprian; 
“* yet God hath brought it to ruin; Babylon thall 
“< be deftroyed as Zyre;” and. this inftance. is 
brought to thew, that a city and a people more 
ancient and powerful than-Zyre either had been, or 
would be, deftroyed ; and therefore need not call in 
queftion the truth or credibility of the. prophecy 
relating to Tyre; but the fenfe of: the whole, ac- 
cording to Vitringa, feems rather to be this: debold 
the land of the Chaldeans, the country they now 
inhabit ; take notice of what is now about to, be 
faid; it may feem ftrange and marvellous: this 
people was not; not that they were. ofa late. ori- 
‘ginal, for, they. were an ancient people, who de- 
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fcended from Chefed, the fon of Nabor, but for a 
long time of no account, that lived feattered up 
and down in defert places: till the Affprian founded 
it. for them that dwell in the wilderne/s , he drove 
out the Arabians from Mefopotamia, and tranflated 
the Chaldeans thither, who before inhabited the 
wildernefs : they fet up the towers thereof, they raijed 
up the palaces; that is, the Affrians fortified and 
adorned the city of Babylon, the metropolis of the 
country ; fo Herodotus" fays the Alprian kings 
adorned the walls and temples of Babylon; now. 
behold this land of the Chaldeans, or the people 
that inhabit it, as poor and as low as they have 
been, who owe their. all to the Afyriens, even. 
thefe fhall bring Tyre to ruin; fo that the inftru- 
ments of the ruin of Tyre are here deferibed; 
which, when this prophecy was delivered, might 
feem improbable, the Afprians being poffeffors of 
monarchy. d ! 

¥.14. Howl, ye fhips of Tarfoifh, &c.] As im 
¥.1. See the note there: for your ftrength is laid 
wafte,; meaning Tyre, a {trong fea-port, where their 
fhips were fafe, and always found vent for their 
goods and merchandife ; and fo it was the ftrength 
and fupport of their country ; but was now de- 
ftroyed, and therefore was matter of lamentation, 
and mourning. 

¥.15. And it foall come to pafs in that day, &e.} 
When Tyre. is deftroyed, from that time forward > 
that Tyre fhall be forgotten seventy years; thall fo 
long lie in its ruin, and not be rebuilt’, it fhall be 
without inhabitants, and unfrequented by mens 
there fhall be no merchandife in it during that 
time ; no merchants will come nigh it; fhe will 
be like an harlot caft off and forgotten by her 
lover: the term of time is the fame with that of 
the captivity of the Fews in Babylon, and grean 
part of it at leaft run out along with it; for Tye 
was deftroyed by Nebuchadnezzar, as Ferdfalem was, 
tho’ fome time after it, and was reftored when the 
Babylonifh empire was deftroyed, at the expiration: 
of feventy years: according to the days of one kings! 
or kingdom ; the Badyloni/h kingdom, which lafted) 
fo long in Nebuchadnezzar’s family 5. whofe family; 
he himfelf, his fon, and fon’s fon, are here meant, 
as. Aben Ezra thinks; and feems to be the mare 
commonly received fenfe ; tho’ Kimehi,,and others, 
underftand it of the days of a man, which are: 
feventy years, Pf: xc. 10. and fo it is added:in:the; 
Septuagint verfion,.as the time of a man, which 
perhaps was a marginal note, by way of explay 


‘nation, and crept into the text.  Yerchi is of -opi- 


nion king David is meant, whofe age was feventy: 

years, tho’ he is.at.a lofs to give a reafon for this! 
his opinion ; but Kimchi fuggefts one, and thatis), 
the. covenant which, was between Hiram king) of: 
‘Tyre and David, and this is mentioned toeput-the 
Tyrians. in mind of the breach of ity which» hadi 
‘brought defolation upon them; fome; underftand: 
this of the king Mefliah*: after the end of: feventy: 
years foall-Tyre fing as a harlot, being, ilt.and> 
reftored to its former ftate; as an harlot who has» 
been .caft off by her lovers, on account of fome: 
difeafe fhe has laboured under, and. thro? a-diflike: 
of her ; but having recovered her health, makes: 
ufe of her arts, and this among others, to fing a: 
fong, in order to draw,, by her melodious voice, 

her lovers to her again): and. fo' Tyre being built. _ 
again, and out,of the hands of its: ors, and’ 

Egypt, &c. p. 509. Ed, 4to. _ * Clio, Sred 1. ¢. 584 - 

wi hod ay 


§ 


Ch. xxiii, ¥. 16.175 La.S) 4 


reftored to its former liberty, fhould. make ufe of 
all arts and methods to recover her trade, and draw 
merchants from all parts to her again. * 

¥..16. Take an harp, go about the city, &c.| 
As. harlots ufed to do, that by their mufic, both 
vocal and inftrumental, they might allure men into 
their company to commit fornication with them ; 
io Tyre is directed to, or rather this is a prophecy 
that fhe fhould, take very artful and enfnaring me- 
thods to rfore her commerce and. merchandife+ 
thou. harlot that baft been forgotten; fee the note on 
¥.15.: make fweet melody , or, do well by firiking *s 
that is, the harp.in her hand; ftrike it well with 
art and fkill, fo as to make melody, and give 
pleafure : fing many fongs; or, multiply a fong'; 
fing one.after another, till the: point is carried, 
aimed. at: ‘hat thou mayeft be remembered; men 
may look at thee again, and trade with thee as for- 
merly, who had been fo long forgotten and neg- 
lected. 

¥.17. And it fhall come to pafs after the end of 
Seventy years, &c.| When the feventy years before 
mentioned are ended: that the Lord will vifit Tyre ; 
not in judgment, as before, but in mercy: and fhe 
foall return to ber hire ; trade and merchandife; that 
fhall revive, and be as in times paft: and fhail com- 
mit fornication with all the kingdoms of the world, 
upon the face of the earth; be a mart of nations 
again, as in ¥, 3. that is, trade and traffic with all 
nations of the earth, In the moft ample and public 
manner ; this is called committing ‘fornication, in 
agreement with the fimile of an harlot before ufed, 
whereunto Zyre ts compared 3 as well as to obferve 
the illicit ways and methods ufed in her commerce: 
The Targum is, “‘ and her merchandife fhall be 
** fufficient to all the kingdoms of the people, 
‘¢ which are upon the face of the earth ;” and fo 
the Septuagint, ‘‘ and fhall be a mart to all the 
*‘ kingdoms of the world, upon the face of the 
<¢ earth.” The phrafe is ufed of myftical Tyre or 
Babylou, and of her 
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Or, bat her merchandije, 8c. not the fame as bes 
| fore ; ors! however, ‘not “as carried’ on. at the fame 
time, but nfany ages ‘after,'évén in’ the times of 
the gofpel ; for this’ part of the prophecy refpects 
the convertion of the Lyrians; in thé fitt ‘ages of 
chriftianity; this is prophefied of elfewliere, Pf xlvv 
12. and Ixxxvii. 4. and was fulfilled in the times of 
the apoftles, és xi. 19. arid xxi3, 4: and 46 
Kimchi and Farchi fay this is’a prophecy tobe ful- 
filled in the days of the Meffial’™: and then the 
trade of this people; and what they got By: ity 
foould be bolinefs to the Lord's that is, devoted; at 
leaft, great part of it, to holy ufeés and fervite: 
that is, in defraying of all expences in carrying oni 
the worfhip of God, for the maintenance of gofpel- 
minifters,; and for the fupply and fupport’ of the 
poor faints : it fhall not be treafured; nor laid ups 
in order to be laid out in pride and luxury's\or to 
be kept as ufelefs, to gratify a covetous difpofition; 
}or for pofterity to come: for ber merchandife fball 
be laid up for them that dwell before the Lord; part’o 
what fhould be gained by trading, at leaft; fhould be 
laid by for religious ufes, as is dirécted 1 Cor. xvi, 
1. even for the relief of poor faints in general, 
who affemble together before the Lord, for the 
fake of his worfhip 5 and particularly for the fup- 
port of the minifters of the gofpel; who ftand be# 
fore the Lord, and minifter in holy things, in “hig 
name, to the people: ‘to eat /ufficiently ; that they 
may have food convenient for. them, and enough 
of it; or, in other words, have a fufficient tmain- 
tenance, a comfortable fupply of food for them: 
felves and families, and raiment alfo ; as follows : 
and for durable clothing s that they may’ have a 
fupply of clothing, and never watit a codt ‘to put 
upon their backs. This prophecy, as it belongs 
to gofpel-times, is a proof of the maintenance of 
gofpel- minifters, that they ought to be liberally 
provided for ; and care fhould be taken, that they 
want not food and raiment, but have a fulnefS and 
fufficiency of both, and that which is convenient. 


“1 peers in Rev. Xviil. 3. 
¥.18. And her merchandife, and her bire, &c.] | for them; 


CHAP, 


AHS chapter contains a ptophecy of cala- 
mities. that fhould come upon the whole 
world, and the inhabitants of it, for their fins ; 
of the prefervation of a remnant; of the vifitation 
of the kings of the earth; and of the appearance 
of Chrift in his glory and majefty. The miferable 
condition of the world, and its inhabitants, efpe- 
cially all within the Romi/b jurifdiction,: is fet forth 
by: various phrafes, W. 1,2, 3, 4 the caufes of 
which are the tranfgreffion and: mutation of the 
laws and ordinances of Chrift, y. 5. the’ effects of 
which are the curfing and burning of the inhabi- 
tants, vs 6. ceflation of all joy among them, y. 7, 
85.9. and the deftruétion of their chief city Rome, 
Yi. 10, 115 12. then follows a prophecy of a rem- 
nant that shall efcape, and:.be brought into a very 
comfortable condition,.and. fing for joy, and glo- 
rify God in the midft of the’earth, and in the ut- 
termoft parts of it, ys.13,.14,.15, 16: but it is 
intimated it fhall go ill with, others for their per- 
fidy andtreachery ; fear and danger fhall attend 
them-every where, y..16, 17, 18. yea, in the iffue, 
the world. hall. befhaken, and moved, and re- 
»moved, and be utterly diffolved, fall and not rife 
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more, Yi1g, 30. when the kings dnd groot ones 
of the earth fhall be taken prifoners, ait punifhed 
by the Lord, ¥. 21, 22. and then Chrift fhall take 
to himfelf his great power, and reign with his peo- 
ple glorioufly in the new Feri/alem-ftate, ¥. 23. 


¥.1. Behold, the Lord maketh the earth empty, 
&c.] Some, by the ezrth, only underftand the land 
of Lfrael or Judea, and interpret the prophecy of 
the ‘captivity of the’ ten tribes by Sa/manefer, as 
Kimchi, and other fewi/h writers ; and others, of 
the deftruction of the Fews by Nebuchadnezzar , 
but fome take in along with them the neighbouring 
nations who fuffered’ by the’ fame princes at the 
fame time. Vitringa interprets the whole of the 
times of the Maccabees, as alfo the three following 
chapters; tho’ it is beft ‘to- uriderftand it’ of the 
Papal world, and all the antichriftian ftates’; arid 
there are fome things in it, at the clofe of it, which 
refpect the: deftruétion of the whole world. The 
Septuagint verfion ufes the word by which Luke in- 
tends the whole Roman empire, Luke iiq't. and the 
Arabic verfion here renders it, the whole world ; the 
emptying of it, is the removal of the inhabitants of 
; it 
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jt by wars and flaughters, which will be made 
when the feven vials ot God’s wrath will be poured 
upon all the-antichriftian ftates ; fee Rev. ch. xvi. 
and this being a moft remarkable and wonderful 
event, is pretaced with the word, bebold : and maketh 
it wafte; or defolate; the inhabitants and fruits 
of it being deftroyed. R. Fo/eph Kimchi, from the 
ufe of the word in the Arabic language, renders it, 
and opened it® ; and explains it of the opening of 
the gates of a city to the enemy, fo as that men 
may goout of it; to which the argum inclines, 
paraphrafing it, ‘¢ and fhall deliver it to the ene- 
“* my :” and turneth it upfide down 5 or, perverteth 
the face of it°®; fo that it has not the form it had, 
and does not look like what it was, but is reduced 
to its original chaos, to be without form and void; 
cities being demolifhed, towns ruined, fields laid 
wafte, and the inhabitants flain; particularly what 
a change of the face of things will there be in the 
deftruction of the city of Rome? fee Rev. xviii. 7, 
8, 14, 15,16, 17. The Zargum is, ‘* and fhall 
‘*< cover with confufion the face of its princes, be- 
“* caufe they have tranfgrefled the law :”. and fcat- 
tereth abroad the inhabitants thereof; who will be 
obliged to fly from place to place from the {word 
of their victorious enemies. All is fpoken in the 
prefent tenfe, tho’ future, becaufe of the certainty 
of it. 

¥. 2. And it foall be, as with the people, fo with 
the prieft, 8c.) Or, prince’; no order or rank of 
men will fare better than’another; their dignity, 
in things. civil or ecclefiaftical, will not fecure them 
from ruin it willbe no better with princes and 
priefts, than. the common. people; they, fhall all 
alike fhare in the common deftruction. Not Yero- 
boan’s -priefts, but rather the Romifh priefts are 
here meant, who have led the people into fuper- 
{tition and idolatry ; blind leaders of the - blind, 
and fo both fall. into the ditch together: as with 
the fervant, fo with his mafter; as with the maid, 
fo with her miftre/s ;-there thall be no ‘diftinction of 
fuperiors and interiors ; as not of prince and fub- 
jects, fo not of mafter and fervant, miftrefs and 
maid; no refpect will be had to perfons, but the 
one fhall be treated even as the other: .as with the 
buyer, fo with the feller, the one that bought an 
eftate, and thought to enjoy it, will be no better 
off than he that fold it, and perhaps fpent the 
money ; the one will be poffefied of no more than 
the other, feeing what the one had bought, and 
the other fold, will now be in the poffeffion of a 
third: as with the lender, fo with the borrower ; 
their condition will be equal ; he that was fo poor 
that he was obliged to borrow to carry on his. bu- 
finefs, or for the neceflaries of life, and fo he that 
was fo rich that he was capable of lending, now 
the one will be no richer than the other, but both 
on a level; the fubftance of the lender being taken 
from him : as with the taker of ufury, fo with the 
giver of ufury to him; this was forbidden the Jews 
by a law, Deut. xxiii. 1 g, 20. wherefore not the 
Jand of ‘fudea is here meant, but the antichriftian 
{tates, among whom this prattice has greatly pre- 
vailed. 

¥. 3. The land fall be utterly emptied, and-utterly 
Spoiled, &c.} Entirely emptied of its inhabitants, 
and wholly {poiled of its riches and fubftance ; .this 
is repeated, and with greater, ftrength, to confirm 
what is before faid, and which receives a. greater 


confirmation by what follows: for the Lord bath 
Spoken this word, who is able to perform it, and 
who is faithful to his threatenings, as to his pro- 
mifes ; not a word of his fhall ever fail, the judg- 
ments threatened to the antichriftian world are his 
true and faithful fayings ; and the ruin of Rome is 
certain, becaufe ftrong is the Lord that judgeth 
her, Rev. xviii. 8. x 
¥. 4. The earth mourneth, and fadeth away, &e.] 

It mourns, becaufe of its inhabitants being de- 
{troyed; and it fades away, becaufe {tripped of its. 
wealth and riches ; fo the kings of the earth, and 
merchants of it, are reprefented as weeping and 
mourning at the deftruction of Rome, becaufe of 
its judgments, and the lofs of its trade and riches, 
Rev. xviii. g—17 : the world languifheth, and fadeth 
away; the inhabitants of it are like a fick man, 
that is fo faint and feeble that he cannot ftand, but 
totters and falls; and like the leaves of trees and 
flowers of the fields, whofe ftrength and beauty 
are gone, and fade and fall: the haughty people of 
the earth do languifh , the kings and merchants of 
the earth before mentioned, who grow fick and faint 
thro’ fear of what is coming upon them, 

 ¥.5. The earth alfo ts defiled under the inbabitants 
of it, &c.) Or, and the earth; or, for the earth, 
is defiled*; and fo it is a reafon why it is emptied 
and fpoiled, becaufe polluted and corrupted with 
the fornication of the whore of Rome, with her ido- 
latries and {uperftitions, with which the inhabitants 
of the earth are defiled; or with her rapin and 
violence, cruelties, bloodfhed and murders ; for 
blood defiles a land, Numb. xxxv. 33. all which 
are committed by the inhabitants of the earth, 
fubject to the fee of Rome, by reafon of which it 
may be faid to be corrupted or defiled; fo the 
phrafe may be interpreted for, or, Lecaufe of the in- 
habitants of it, thus Yarchi and Kimchi, becaufe of 
their wickednefs and impieties; fee Rev. xi. 18. 
and xviii. 24. and xix. 2. or, the earth is deceitful’, 
or plays the hypocrite ; fing and fhewing as 
if it would bring forth fruit, and brings forth none, 
but is barren and unfruitful, becaufe of the fins of 
the inhabitants of it; fee Rev. xviii. 14: because 
they have tranfereffed the laws; of God, and man, 
as antichrift and his followers have done; who ts 
that wicked, evyG», that lawlefs one, that fets up 
himfelf above all laws, and takes upon him to 
difpenfe with the laws of God and man, 2 Theff. ii. 
4, 8. and in innumerable inftances has tranfgreffed 
both, caiting all contempt upon them, and biddi 
all defiance to them, as being not at all bound and 
obliged by them, changed the ordinance, or ordi- 
nances; the, fingular tor the plural, a colleétive 
word ; the-ordinances of divine revelation, of the 
gofpel-difpenfation, thofe of baptifm, and the Lord’s 
{upper ; the former of thefe is changed, both as to 
fubjects and mode, from adult-baptifm to infant- 
baptifm, from immerfion to afperfion ; and the 
latter, in it the bread: and wine are pretended to be 
changed into the very body and blood of Chrift, 
and is only given in one kind to the laity, and 
made'a real facrifice of, when its end and ufe 
only to commemorate the one facrifice alicadyeee: 
fered up; moreover, by the ordinance may ~ 
the {criptures, which are the pm, the rule of judg 
ment; which antichrift has moft miferably per- 
verted, and has changed and altered the of 
them; taking upon him to be the i inter- 
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‘preter of them, and judge of all controverfies, for- 
bidding the reading of them to the people, and 
fetting up his own decrees, definitions, and deter- 
minations above them; and is that throne of ini- 
quity, that frameth mifchief by a law, or ordinance, 
of his own making, and which he puts in the room 
of the divine law or ordinance, P/. xciv. 20. where 
the fame word is ufed as here; and he is that little 
horn, that thought to change times and laws, Daz. 
vii. 25: broken the everlajting covenant; not the 
eternal law of nature, nor the everlafting covenant 

-of circumcifion, or that made with J/rael on mount 
Sinai; but the new covenant, or the adminiftration 
of the covenant of grace under the gofpel-difpen- 
fation, which is to laft to the end of time, and 
lies in the miniftration of the word, and admini- 

-ftration of ordinances which antichrift has done 
all that in his power lies to break, make null and 
void, by corrupting the word, and changing the 
ordinances, and fetting up his own_ inftitutions 

wabove them, and againit them. 

¥. 6. Therefore bath the curfe devoured the earth, 

&c.} The inhabitants of it, and the fruits upon 
it, alluding to the earth being curfed for the fin of 
man, when it brought forth briers and thorns ; 
this may denote the feven vials of God’s wrath 
poured upon the earth, or the antichriftian ftates. 
Some, by the curfe, underftand perjury or falfe 
fwearing ; fo the Targum, “* therefore, becaufe of 
* perjury (or a falfe oath) the earth is become a 
* defert ;” of which popes, and popith princes, 
cardinals, priefts, jefuits, &%c. have been notori- 
oufly guilty: ad they that dwell therein are defo- 
late, tor want of houfes, cities and towns being 
deftroyed by war; or thro’ famine, for want of 
provifions, the earth being curfed for their fins : 

‘-or the words may be renderéd, for they that dwell 
therein are guilty * ; of idolatry, bloodfhed, per- 

jury, thefts, fonegfy vd all other abominations, 

Rev. ix. 20, 20 ore the inbabitants of the 

eorth are burned; their cities burnt with fire, and 

particularly the city of Rome or their perfons, 
their bodies burnt with burning fevers, and pefti- 
lential difeafes; and their minds with envy, fury, 
and madnefs: this may be the faime with the fourth 
vial poured upon the fun, when men will be 
feorched with fire and great heat, and blafpheme, 

Rev. xvi. 8, 9. The Vulgate Latin verfion here 
renders it, hall be mad; thro’ the wrath of God 
poured out upon them: and few men left, but 


‘what fhall be confumed by fire or fword, by fa- | 


mine or peftilence, or by one or other of the vials; 
and thofe that remain fhall be affrighted, and give 
glory to the God of heaven, Rev. xi. 13. 


¥. 7. The new wine mourneth, &c.] For want of 


_men to drink it, or becaufe fpilt by the enemy ; 
or the inhabitants of the land mourn for want of 
it, not having their vintages as ufual: the vine 
languiheth , or is fickly, and fo barren and un- 
froicful, does not bring forth its clufters of grapes 
-as it ufed to do; there being none to prune it, 
and take care of it, ahd being trodden down by 
hoftile forces. The Targum is, ‘ all that drink 
_*¢ wine fhall mourn, becaufe the vines are broken 
** down.” So the Romifh harlot, and thofe that 
have drank of the wine of her fornication, and 
have lived delicioufly, fhall have in one hour, 
death, and mourning, and famine, Rev. xviii. 7, 
8: all the merry hearted do figh; fach whofe hearts 
‘wine has formerly made glad, fhall now figh for 
want of it; and fuch who have lived delicioufly 
with the whore of Rome, and have had many a 
Vor. I. No 4: 


-vial is 
‘kingdom will be full of darknefs; and men will 
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merty bout. with heiy fhall now bewail her, and ‘Ja- 
ment for her, when fhe fhall be utterly burnt with 


| fite, Rev. xviii. 9. 


¥. 8. The mirth of tabrets ceafeth, &e.] Or of 
drums, and fach like mufical inftruments, ufed at 
Junketings and jovial feafts. So when Babylon is 
fallen, the voice of harpers and muficians, and of 
pipers and trumpeters, fhall be heard no more 
therein, Rev. xviil. 22: the noife of them that re- 


Joice endeth ; the tumultuous noife of revelling per- 


fons at feafts and banquets, at marriages, and fuch 
like feafons and fo it is faid, that when Babylon 
is deftroyed, the voice of thé bridegroom and the 
bride fhall be heard no more at all therein, or the 


joy expreffed on fuch ‘occafions by their friends 


and companions, Rev. xviii: 23: the joy of the 
harp ceafeth 5 an inftrument of mufick ufed on 
joyful occafions ; the voice of harpers is particu- 
lariy mentioned in Rev. xviii. 22. 

¥. 9. They fhall not drink wine with a fong, &e.] 
They that have wine to drink, fhall not drink it 
with that. pleafure they have heretofore done ;\ nor 
fhall their drinking be attended with merry fongs, 
fuch as are fung by drunkards, who, whilft they 
are quaffing, are chanting to the found of? the 
viol, or other mufical inftruments ; fee Amos vi; 
55 6: ftrong drink joall be bitier to them that drink 
it; they fhall have no guft for it, or relifh of it, 
as they formerly had; either thro’ bodily difeafes 
upon themfelves, or becaufe of the calamities upon 
the nations and ftates in which they dwell: this 
will be the cafe of her that fays, J fit a@ queen, and 


foall fee no forrow, Rev. xvii. 7 


¥. 10. The city of confufion ts broken down, 8c.) 
Or of vanity, as the Vulgate Latin verfion ; or of 
emptinefs or defolation ; the word is Tohu, ufed in 
Gen. i. 2. this is to be underftood not of Bethel, 
where one of Feroboam’s calves was, called Beth- 
haven, or the. houfe of vanity; nor Samaria, the 
chief city of the ten tribes; nor Ferufalem, but 
myftical Babylon, whofe name fignifies confu/ion , 
even. the city of Rome, in which there is nothing 
but diforder and irregularity, mo truth, juftice, or 
religion; a city of vanity, full of fuperftition and 


idolatry, and. devoted to ruin and deiolation ; and 


will be broke to pieces by the judements of God, 
which will come upon it in. one hour, Rev. xviii. 
8: every houfe is fout up, that no man may come in; 
or, frem coming in; not for fear of the enemy, and to 
keep him out ; but becaufe there are no inhabitants 
in them, being all deftroyed by one means or an- 
other, by fire or fword, or famine, or pettilence, 
fo that there is none to go in or out. 

y. 11. There is @ crying for wine in the ftreets, 
&c.}] Not to them that have it, to come and fel] 
it, as Kimchi; but for want of it: there fhall be a 
howling and lamentation in the ftreets of Rome, 
during the fiege of it, when there will be a famine 
of bread and of wine, as in Rev. xviii. 8. by thofe 


who ufed to drink wine, and make glad their 


hearts; but now fhall be without it. ‘his is put 
for all defirable things, whith their fouls lufted 
after ; but now will be departed from them, Rev. 
xviii. 14: all joy is darkened of come to an even- 


-tide ; the light of joy is turned into the darknefs 


of mifery and diftrefs ; this will be, when’ the fifth 
poured out on the-feat of the beaft, and his 


gnaw their tongues for pain, and yet not repent 

of their fins, but blafpheme the God of heaven, 

Rev. xvi. 10, 11: the mirth of the land is gone 

not Ferufalem, the Joy of the whole earth, as Jar- 
K 


chi ; 


® SPUN", xu2procas, Sept. peccabunt, V. L. quia deliquerunt, Tigurine verfion ; rei aguntur, five luunt, Cocceius. 
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chiy-but the mirth and joy of the city of Rome ; 

ee the note on y. 8. 

“¥:12. In the city is left defolation, 8c.] And 
nothing elfe, palaces, houtes, and temples burnt, 
and inhabitants deftroyed ; none but devils, foul 
fpirits, and hateful and unclean birds, inhabiting 
itj Rev. xviii..2, 8: and the gate is Jinitten with de- 
ftruffion 5 or gates, the fingular for the plural ; 
none’paffing, and repaffing through them, as tor- 
merly, and themfelves utterly deftroyed. This, 
according to Kimcht, fhall be in the days of the 
Meffiah, in the times of Gog and Magog. 

‘¥.13. When thus it hall be in the midft of the 
land among the people, &c.| When the above judg- 
ments fhall be executed, the city of Rome thall be 
deftroyed, and the vials of God’s wrath are poured 
out on all the antichriftian ftates, on all the fol- 
lowers of the beaft, throughout the whole Romi/h 
jurifdiction : there fhall be as the jhaking of an 
ohive-tree, and as the gleaning of grapes, when the 
vintage is done; as when an olive-tree is fhaken, or 
beaten with a ftaff, which was the ufual way of 
gathering olives, and which the word ‘ here figni- 
fies, there are fome few left upon the uppermoft 
of outermoft branches, which cannot be reached ; 
andas after the vintage is got in, there are fome 
grapes to be gleaned and gathered from the vines ; 
fee ch. xvii. 6. fo it is here infinuated, that there 
fhould be fome, tho’ but few, a remnant, accord- 
ing to the election of grace, that fhould efcape 
the above calamities, and be preferved as a feed 
for the church of God; and fo it will be, that 
jutt before the deftruction of myftical Babylon, the 
Lord’s people will be called out of her, that they 
partake not of her fins, and of her plagues, Rev. 
xviii. 4.. The Targum is, ** for now hall be left 
“© alone the righteous in the midft of the earth, 
“* among the kingdoms, as the fhaking of olives, 
“‘-as the gleaning of grapes after the vintage ;” 
and to olives and grapes are thefe gracious perfons 
fitly compared, for the goodnefs, lovelinefs, and 
fruitfulneis of them, thro’ the grace of God. 

y. 14. They fhall lift up their voice, they fhall 
fing, ®&c.| That is, as the Septuagint verfion adds, 


“© they that are left upon the earth ;” thefe fhall | 


lift up their voice, in finging the praifes of God, 
for his judgments on Badylon, and avenging the 
blood of his faints; and for their deliverance and 
falvation, and the ineftimable bleflings they are 
now put into the poffeflion. of ; thefe are they, who 
having gotten the victory over the beaft and his 
image, fing the fong of Mofes and the Lamb,’ Rev. 
xv. 2, 3. and xix. 1, 2: for the majefty of the Lord, 
they fhall cry aloud from the fea, fo the Hebrew ac- 
cents diftinguifh thefe claufes,; and the fenfe is, 
that from the weft, as Kimchi and Ben Melech in- 
terpret it, from the weftern nations, where pro- 
teftantifm chiefly prevails ; or from the Mediterra- 
nean fea, which lay weft of ‘fudea,; from the ma- 
ritime countries, the countries bordering upon it, 
where at this time will appear many that will em- 
brace the gofpel of Chrift ; or from the ifles of the 
fea, as the phrafe is explained in the next verfe, 
fuch as our ifles of Great-Britain and Ireland; great 
a¢clamations will be made unto the Lord, on ac- 
count of his glorious majefty, feen in the deftruc- 
tion of antichrift, and in fetting up his own king- 
dom and glory : thefe are the four and twenty el- 
ders, who will fall down, and give thanks to . 


tt FD, 
in vallibus. So 
Sanc¢tius. - 


fimiles olivis deftri olex, 


* Midrath Kohelet, fol. 62. 3. 


Joall come to thy light, and kings to the brighine/s of 


A’ H. Chiexxiv. ¥. 19-416) 


Chrift, for taking: to himfelf his great power, and? 
reigning ; and thefe triaumphant-and victorious per-4 
fons are reprefented as ftanding on a fea, whilft 
they make their fhouts and_hallelujahs ; fee Rev. 
xi. 16, 17, 18, and xv. 2. this, with what follows 
in the two next verfes, belong to the Philadelphian 
church-ftate, or fpiritual reign of Chrift, and ex=° 
prefs the light and joy that will attend that, © * 
¥. 15. Wherefore glorify ye the Lord, in the fires, 
&c.] Thefe are the words of the remnant, now 
triumphing and finging, calling upon others alfo'to 
glorify the Lord in the fires of affliction and: tri=> 
bulation, in which they had lately been, and had! 
themfelves done: or, ia the vallies“; in low'eftates” 
and conditions : »or, i# holes™ ; dens and clefts of’ 
rocks, where they fled from their perfecuting ene=* 
mies; but neither of thefe verfions fuit’ the ftare® 
of the true church, as it will be at this» time.” 
The word Urim, here ufed, which is one of the’ 
names of what was put into the breaft-plate of the® 
high-prieft, fignifies /ights ; which fenfe of the* 
word, the Vulgate Latin verfion retains, rendering 
it, i doctrines glorify the Lord; and fo the Targum, 
‘¢ therefore, when light cometh to: the rightéous;™ 
‘¢ they fhall glorify the Lord ;” and fo the words» 
may be rendered, glorify the Lord for the Uvitn, “or 
the lights ; for Chrift, who has the true Urimand> 
Thummim, lights and perfections; for the light of 
his gofpel, and the truths of it, which: will now" 
be fpread in a moft wonderful manner throughout" 
the world; to which times may be applied thofe” 
words, arife, fhine, for thy light is come; and the 
glory of the Lord is rifen upon thee—and the Gentiles ® 
thy rifing, If. Ix. 1, 3. and which will be a juft and: 
fufficient reafon for giving glory to the Lord»:: 
even the name of the Lord God of Ifrael, in the ifles: 
of the fea; whofe name wilh, now: be known, not} 
in Ifrael, or among the P< “Olly, but in allydi=s 
ftant and foreign countitiey,” Whath are fometimes” 
meant’ by the ifles of the fea; and in all iflands,> 
even the moft remote, who will have reafon to: 
join with them on the continent) to Blogs) cod 
whofe name will now be great in all the earth, 11) 
y. 16. From the uttermoft part of the earth have’ 
we heard fongs, &c.] Of praife and Fitter 
on account of the judgements of God on antichrilt;” 
for the glorious appearance of Chrift’s kingdoms 
for the {pread of his gofpel throughout the worlds 
for the converfion of the ews, and the bringing’ 
in of the fulnefs of the Gentiles every where 3 
wherefore thefe fongs are heard from all partsvof 
the world, and the uttermoft parts.of them 5) thefe’ 
are the voices faid to be heard in heaven, or in the 
church, every where, Rev. xi. 15. and xix) r--7)) 
fo fome Fewi/h writers * interpret the words of the 
days of the Meffiah, and of the fongs then to_be 
fung: even glory to the righteous, to the ri s 
one; meaning either the righteous God, who is 
effentially ‘righteous in himielf, and’ declaratively 
in his works of providence and grace; andin the 
judgments he executes on his enemies; on account 
of which particularly, glory is here afcribed unto’ 
him, even for his judgments on the great whore, 
they being juft and true, Rev. xvi. 6, 7, and xix. 2.) 
or to Chrift the righteous one, who is fo as God, 
and as Mediator, and is the author of ri 
nefs to his people ; who afcribe the glory 


of falvation, and of righteoufnefs to him, who 
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crowned with, glory.and/ honour, now;.andewill be | and, betraying them into the hands .of wicked 


glorified on earth at this time ; for then he, and 
he alone, will be exalted; and. will-reign. before 
his ancicnts glorioufly.: \or to righteous men, fuch 
who are made righteous,, by the righteoufnefs, of 
Chrift imputed to them: it is a glory to have on 
the righteoufnefs of Chrift; and fuch as have: it, 
are all glorious» wathin, »and, will be remarkably 
glorious in the Jatter day, a crown of glory in the 
hands of the Lord); and efpecially in the new Je- 
rufatem, church-ftate, when they will have the glory 
ot God upon them, as well as in the ultimate 
itate. Ben Melech obferves, that 3%, fignifies 
defire-and good-will; and fo may fuggeft, that 
the righteous:at this time will have all that their 
hearts can wifh for and defire, as well as vifibly 
to,appear to be the objects of God’s delight and 
pleature.. Some think that the word Tzedi, tran- 
flatediglory, fignifies-the land of Judea, called the 
glory of all lands, Ezek.xx..6. which will at this 
time be reftored to. the Fews, who will now be 
converted, and be all righteous: dut I faid, my 
leanue/s, my leannefs, wo unio me: the treacherous 
dealers have dealt. treacheroufly, yea, the treacherous 
deolers have dealt very treacheroufly ; this the pro- 
phet faid, which brought leannefs upon him; he 
either pining and fretting at the prefent ftate of 
his, people, fo very unlike to that which he now 
had.a view of; they being a fett of treacherous 
men, there being no faith in them, with refpect 
to God, or one another ; no religion or truth, no 
honour nor honefty among them: or having in 
view the, future ftate of this people, when the 
Meffiah. fhould come; whom they would reject, 
and treacheroufly betray into the hands of the Gen- 
éiles, and crucify: or elfe, rather forefeeing by a 
fpirit of prophecy, the fad times that would be 
previous to thofe glorigng ones before-mentioned ; 
4 ~“profeffors ; great cold- 

rides. 48 religious affairs, the 
confequence of which is leannefs of foul; the in- 
tereft of Chrift brought very low, his witnefles be- 
ing flain, and prophefying at an end; and all this 
thro’ the® treachery of falfe teachers, that lie in 
wait to deceive: unlefs, rather, it can, be thought 
that this refers to the Laodicean ftate, when there 
will be great lukewarmnefs-and indifference in the 
profefiors of religion; great carnality,and fecurity, 
and much fpiritual leannefs, tho’ great boafts of riches 
and fulnefs ; and which will iffue in the diffolution 
of the world, and the perfonal appearance of Chritt, 
towhich the following part of the chapter feems 
to relate. The Targum interprets the word Razi, 
which is repeated, and rendered Jeanne/s, by a fe- 
cret or myttery, thus, ‘* the prophet faid, a fecret, 
‘¢ a reward for the righteous is fhewn unto me; a 
‘* fecret,, punifhment for the wicked is revealed 
‘*s unto me ;”’ and fo, farchi explains it of two fe- 
crets, the fecret of punifhment, and. the fecret of 
falyation ; but of the latter efpecially, the prophet 
would not fay wo unto me, nor indeed of the for- 
mer; for as the one is defireable, fo the other is 
bur juft. and righteous, and neither of them fecrets 
’ ormyiteries: rather, if the idea of a mytftery or 
fecret is to be retained, the prophet may be thought 
tobe thrown into diftrefs, in the fore-view of the 
blindnefs, that fhould happen to J/rae/, and con- 
tinue till the fulnefs of the Gentiles came in, which 
the-apoftle calls a myftery, Rom. xi. 25. and of 
their» rejection, becaufe of their difbelief of the 
h, and their perfidious ufage of him and his 
followers, dealing very treacheroufly with them, 


Y ~~ 


men, 

¥.17..Lears,and the pit, and the. fnare are, upon 
thee, O inhabitant of the earth.) This isto be un- 
deritood not of the land of Fudea only, and the in- 
habitants of it, but of all the earth ; Kimchi inter- 
prets it of the nations of the world, particularly 
the Greeks and Turks ;.but the whole world, and 
the inhabitants of it, are meant, as, the. following 
verfes fhew. There is an elegant paronomajia in 
the Hebrew, which cannot well»be expreffed in 
Enghjb, in the words pachad,, pachath, pach, fear, 
pit, anda fnare; which are expreffive of a variety 
of dangers; difficulties, and diftrefles; there feems 
to be an allufion to creatures that are hunted, who 
flee thro’ fear, and fleeing fall into pits, or are 
entangled in fnares, and fo taken. | Before the laf 
day, or fecond coming of Chrift to judge, the 
world, there will be great. perplexity in mens. 
minds, great dread and fear upon their hearts, and 
much diitrefs of nations ; and the coming of the 
Son of man, will be as a fnare upon the-earth; 
fee Luke xxi. 25, 26, 35. 

¥. 18. And it fhall come to pafs, that be.whe 
Hleeth from the noife of the fear, &c.] From, the 
fearful noife that will be made, the voices and 
thunderings heard in the heavens above, the. fea 
and waves roaring below ; or from wars, and. ru- 
mours of wars, and terrible armies approaching 
and purfuing, Luke xxi. 25. Matt. xxiv. 6, 7.. or 
rather at the report of an object. to, be feared and 
dreaded by wicked men, even the Son of man 
coming in the clouds of heaven, Rev. i. 7: jhall 
fall into the pit ; of ruin and deftruction, dug for 
the wicked, P/? xciv. 13. juft as the kings of So- 
dom and Gomorrha fell into the flime-pits, when 
they. fled from their conquerors, Gen. xiv. 10: and 
he that comes up out of the midft of the pit, foall be 
taken in the fnare, the meaning is, that he that 
efcapes one trouble, fhould fall into another, fo 
that there will be no fafety any where. Farchi’s 
note is, ‘* he that efcapes the fword of Mefiah ben 
“« Fofeph, thall fall upon the fword of Mefiah ben 
‘« David; and he that efcapes from thence, fhall 
‘*¢ be taken in a fnare, in the war of Gog :”. for the 
windows from on high are open; not hereby fignify- 
ing, as Yerom thinks, that the Lord would now fee 
all‘the fins of men, which becaufe he did not pu- 
nifh before, he feemed by finners to be ignorant 
of ; but the allufion is to the opening of the win- 
dows of heaven, at the time of the deluge, Gen, 
vii. 11. and intimates, that the wrath of God 
fhould be revealed from heaven, and the feverett 
judgments be denounced, made manifeft, and come 
‘down from thence, in a very vifible,, public, and 
terrible manner, like an overflowing tempeft of 
rain: and the foundations of the earth do foake , very 
probably the diffolution of the world may be at- 
tended with a general earthquake; or this may de- 
note the dread and terror that will feize the inha- 
bitants of it. 

y. 19. The earth is utterly broken down, &c.} 
Still alluding to the deluge, when the earth broke 
in upon the waters under it, if Mr. Burnet’s theory 
of the earth can be fupported; the earth is clean 
diffalved ; it will be an entire diffolution, nothing, 
fhall remain ; all. thefe things, as Peter fays, the 
heavens and the earth, and all in them, fhall, be 
diffolved, 2 Pet. iii. 11, 12: the earth is moved 
exceedingly ; out of its place and form, and fhall 
fall into #s original chaos and confufion, The 
Targum is, “ moving, the earth fhall be moved, 

were nee ** agitating, 
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“agitating, the earth fhall be agitated, breaking 
“¢ or diffolving, the earth fhall be broken or dif- 
“ folyed ;” which feems to exprefs the more. gra- 
dual and natural diffolution of the world. .Thefe 
-expreffions are ufed, and repeated, to declare the, 
certain and compleat deftruction of it. ~ ) 

y. 20. The earth foall reel to and fro like a drunk- 
ard, &c.] When it fhall be moved and agitated to 
and fro, and diffolved; or this may be meant of 
the inhabitants, who fhall be at their wits end, and 
in the utmoft confufion, not knowing what to do,) 
nor where to go, having no more thought, nor 
fenfe, mor command of themfelves, than a drunken 
aman; and this is in juft retaliation, that as they 
chave been drunk with fin, having drank up ini-| 
quity like water, they fhall now be drunk with) 
punifhment, which being heavy upon them, will) 
make them {tagger like a drunken man: and fhall| 
be removed like a cottage; or, a tent”; either of 
foldiers or fhepherds, which are eafily taken down) 
and moved; or like a /odge ’, as the word is ren-| 
dered ch. i.'8. The Septuagint render it a fruit-| 
watch, and, according to the Yewi/h writers, it) 
fignifies a booth or tent, in which the keepers. of | 
gardens or vineyards watched in the night ; which, 
Farchi fays was built on the top of a tree, and) 
Kimchi on an hill ; and being made of light wood, 
was eafily moved to and fro with the wind. The 
Targum is, ‘“* and it goes and comes as a bed ;” 
that. is, rocks ‘as a cradle: and the tranfgreffion 
thereof foall be heavy upon it ; that is, the punifh- 


ment of tranfereffion, which like a talent of lead, 
in Zech. v: 8. fhall crufh it, and the inhabitants of | 


it, to pieces: and it fhall fall, and not rife again , 
in the form it now is; for there will be new hea- 
vens and a new earth, in which the righteous, who 
will fhiare-in the firft refurrection, will dwell; for 
as for the firft earth, or prefent one, it fhall pafs 
away, and no place be found for it, Rev. xx. 11. 
and xxi. 2. 


¥. 21. And it fhall come to.pafs in that day, &c.] 


Not at the precife exact time the earth fhall be dif- | 
folved, but previous to it, within that difpenfation 
that is called the laft day: that the Lord fhall pu- 
nifo the boft of the high ones that are on high; which 
is not to be underftood of the darkening of the. 
fun, moon, and ftars in the heavens, as fome; 
nor of the vifiting of angels, as Aven Ezra; nor 
of the punifhment of fatan, and his principalities 
and powers, who are referved to the judgment of 
the great day; much lefs of the people of the Fews, 
their kings and rulers ; nor of the great monarchs 
of the earth, the Afyrian, Chaldean, and others ; 
but of antichrift, and his dignified clergy, cardi- 
nals, archbifhops, bifhops, &c. who are the bof 
or army of that high one*, as it may be rendered ; 
of him that exalts himfelf above all that is called 
God, fitting in the high place in the temple of 
God, as if he was God; him, with all his mighty 
ones, will Chrift, who is the true Jehovah, deftroy 
with the breath of his mouth, and the brightnefs 
of his coming ; fee 2 Theff ii. 4, 8. Rev. xix. 18: 
oad the kings of the earth upen the earth, the kings 
of the earth, who have committed fornication with 
the whore of Rome; and who will make war with 
the Lamb, and fhall be overcome by him, Rev. 
Xvil. 2, 14. or, the kings of the earth with their 
earth*; both they and their land fhall be vi- 
fited. 
¥. 22. And they foall be gathered together, 8c.) 


$ manoD2, quafi tabernaculum, Vulg. Lat. 
faper exercitum excelfi, Pagninus, Montanus. So 


“4 


Cocceius. 


' Or divérioriolams Pucalee =e am 


le 


- 


A Hl. Ch. xxiv. ¥. 20—23. 


Firft to the ‘battel of the great day of God al- 


mighty at Armageddon, Rev. xvi. 14, 16. and xix. 
1g. and there being overcome and taken, they 


fhall .be gathered together, as) prifoners are g 


thered insthe pit, and foall be fout up inthe * 


in the prifon of the grave, and in hell; as 
tives are, till fuch time as fomething is determined 
and ordered what to be done with them: and 
after many days foall they be vifited ; or punithed ; 
that is, after the thoufand years are ended, when 
the wicked dead will be all raifed, aiter the batte. 
of Gog and Magog, when fatan, the beaft, 


falfe prophet, and alltheir adherents, fhall be caft — 


into the Jake which burns with fire and brimftone, 
Rev. KIX, 20, 21. and xX. 6, 8,9, 10. : 


¥. 23. Then the moon foallbe confounded, and the 


fun afbamed, Sec.) Hither literally underitood; and 
the meaning is, that they fhall be darkened, their 
licht being eclipfed by the fuperior light of Chrift, 
the fun of righteoufnefs ;. fee ait. xxiv. 29, 30. 
the new ‘Yerufelem-church-ftate, which is referred 
to, will have no-need of the light of the fun, or 
of the moon, \Chrift being the light thereof, “Rev. 
xxi. 23. figuratively it may be interpreted of the 
kings and great men of the earth, as Aden Ezra; 
whofe glory will be out-fhone by the tranfeendent 


luftre and glory of Chrift, the king of faints. 


The Targum paraphrafes it of idolaters, thus, 
‘© and they fhall be confounded that worfhip the 
* moon, and they fhall be afhamed. that w 

“« the fun,” perhaps this may have reference to 
the fourth vial:which fhall be poured out upen the 


who was king from et@- 
the Old Teftament-difpeniat king into 
this world, tho’ his kingdom nor 
was with obfervation ; upon his afcenfion to hea- 
ven, was made and declared Lord and Chrift ; 
and now rules in the hearts of his people by his 
fpirit and grace, and whofe {piritual reign will more 
manifeftly appear in the latter day ; but here it is 
to be underftood of his reign on earth, which will 
be perfonal, vifible, and glorious, and in a differs 
ent manner from what it now is, when he will be 
king over all the earth. Zion and Ferufalem, 
where he will reign, may be literally underftoo 

as the chief place of his refidence during this ftat 

the fpot of ground where he was moft defpifed 
and ill-treated ; fee Zech. xiv. 4, 5, 9. or myft 
cally, the church in the new Yeru/alem-ftate, Ret 

xxi. 2, 3. hére he will reign, defore his ancients 
glorioufly ; or, in glory; in his own glory, both as 
God and as man, and Mediator; and in his Fa- 


ther’s glory, and in the glory of his holy angels, - 


in which he will come and appear; and # 
his appearing is called a glorious one, Lake ix. 26. 
Tit. ii. 13. and this before bis ancients, the ancient 
patriarchs both before the flood, as Ade 
$c. and after the flood, as Abrabam, Tfaae 
and others ; the old Yewifh church, the prophets 
and faints of the Old Teftament-difpe ig he 
apoftles and elders of the gofpel-churches, unde 
she Newt the four and rivssicy elaloka, Aeon epre: 
fentatives of the gofpel churches, 


fo often fpoken 
of in the book of the Revelation, very probably 
ih shore 


= yn wea dy, 
INN by, cum terra ipforum, Junius & Tremelli 


Ch. xxv. ¥.1—3. 
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with reference to this text ; and all the faints, in 
all ages, who will now be raifed from the dead, 
-and live and reign with him ; thefeé are his antients, 
who are loved with an everlafting love, chofen in 
him before the foundation of the world, with whom 
a covenant was made in him, and grace given to 
them in him, before the world begah ; in the midft 


29 
and prefence of thefe he'll reign, and they “fyall 
behold his glory ; yea, thefé thall appear in glory ; 
for fo the words may be conftrued, before-bis'@niionis, 
who are glory, or i# glory® ; for they fhall)-appear 
with him in glory, both in foul and body, having 
the glory of God upon’ them, Col. iti. 4. Rev. 
xxi, D3, 


s 


Godd She Pes KV, 


HIS chapter contains a thankfgiving, or a 

triumphant fong, upon the deftruction of 
antichrift, and the antichriftian ftates, for benefits 
and bleffings beftowed upon the church, and for 
the fetting up of the glorious kingdom of Chrift 
in the Ferufalem-ftate. It begins with a form of 
praife, and the reafon of it in general, y. 1. the 
patticular inftances of wonderful things are, the 
ruin of a certain city defcribed, ¥. 2. which will 
iffue in the fear and glory of God, y. 3. the great 
appearance of the Lord for his poor people, in 
being ftrength, refuge, and a fhadow to them, y. 4, 
5. arich feaft made for them, ¥. 6. the removal 
of the veil from all people, ¥. 7. the abolition of 
death, and every affliction, y. 8. the perfonal ap- 
pearance of Chrift unto falvation, ¥.9. the pro- 
tection of the church, and the certain and utter 
deftruction of her énemies, under the name of 


Moab, ¥. 10, 11, 12. 


~ y.1. O Lord, thou art my God, &c.] Not by 
Creation and providence only, but by covenant and 
ace. ‘This is the firft and foundation-bleffing of 
grace, aud fecures all the reft; in this true happi- 
nefs confifts, and is preferable to every other en- 
joyment ; the knowledge of it is come at in ef- 
fetual vocation, and by the witneffings of the {pi- 
tit; it is the higheft attainment of grace, to be 
affured of it; and tho” it is not always feen and 
known, it will always remain, and will be the 
glory of the new Yerufalem-ftate, Rev. xxi. 3, 7. 
Thefe are the words, 4ben Ezra fays, either of the 
prophet, or of the antients, before whom the Lord 
will reign, ch. xxiv. 23. Kimchi fays of the latter, 
which feems very probable’ thefe are’ the elders 
and reprefentatives of the church ; fee Rev. xi. 16, 
I 7. and xix. I, 2, 4: I will exalt thee, the Lord 
God, Father, Son, and Spirit; the Father, by at- 
tributing the whole of falvation to his love and 
free favour; the Son, by afcribing deity to him, 
making ufe of him in all his offices of prophet, 
prieft, and king, and by giving him the glory of 
falyation wrought out by him; the Spirit, in his 
perfon, and the operations of his grace. Chrift, 
in particular, will be exalted in this ftate as king 
of faints, and becaufe of his having taken to ‘him- 
felf his reigning power, Rev. xi. 15, 17. and xv. 4: 
T will praife thy name, celebrate his perfections, 
‘confefs him before men, praife him for all’ his be- 
nefits ; this is.one way of exalting him, and is the 
gr at work of New Teftament-faints, and efpecially 
in the latter day ; fee Rev. xix. 1—6: for thou haft 
Zone wonderful things, this. refpetts.not fo much 
the wonderful things in nature and grace, either in 
creation and providence, or in redemption, and 
éffeGtual vocation ; but what will be done in the 
latter day ; as the converfion of the ‘ews and Gen- 
tiles, the deftruction of antichrift, and the glorious 
appearing of the kingdom of Chrift : thy counfels 
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of old are faithfulnefi and truth, the decrees and 
purpofes of God, which are from eternity, “are ‘all 
truly and faithfully performed ; this is an aimplif- 
cation of the wonderful things, which até done, 
according to the counfel of the divine will; not 
only the choice of men to falvation, the redemption 
of them by Chrift, and their effeCtual Voeation ; 
but the calling of the Fews and Gentiles, in’ par- 
ticular, in the latter day, and all things relating to 
the church to the end of time; which, as they 
were fixed in the eternal purpofe of God, they are 
punctually and exaétly brought about in time ; 
thefe are the true and faithful fayings of God, 
Rev, xix. g. and xxi. 5. 

¥.2. For thou haft made of a city an heap; 8c.) 
Which is to be underftood, not of Samerit, tor 
of Ferujalem , rather of Babylon ; tho’ it is beft' to 
interpret it of the city of Rome, as Ferom fays the 
Jews do; tho’ they generally explain it of many 
cities, which fhall be deftroyed in the times of Gog 
and Magog, as Aben Ezra and Kimchi; and fo the 
Targum has it in the plural number ; perhaps not 
only the city of Rome, but all the antichriftian 
ftates, the cities of the nations, all within. the 
Romijh jarifdiction are meant 3 which fhall all fall 
by the earthquake, fooner or later, and become an 
heap: of a defenced city, a ruin; ot, for a fall:; 
the fame thing is meant as before: it defigns the 
fall of myftical Babylon or Rome, called the great 
and mighty city, Rev. xviii, 2, ro: a palace ‘of 


Strangers; which Kimchi interptets of Babylon, which, 


he fays, was-as a palace to the cities of the Gen- 
tiles, who atecalled ftrangers 5 and it is faid, that 
that city was originally built for ftrangers, that 
dwelt in tents, in Arabia Deferta; but it is béft to 
underftand it of Rome, as before, which is the 
palace of fuch who are aliens from thé commion- 
wealth of J/rael, and ftrangers from the covenants 
of promife; who have introduced a ftrange reli- 
gion, ‘and are the worfhippers of ftrange’ Gods, 
Dan. Xi: 38,39. The Targum ‘renders it, “* the _ 
«< houfe of the Gods of the people in the city of 
‘© Ferufalem ;” and this: will be made to be no 
city, it fall never be built ; any more, when once 
it is deftroyed, fignified by the angels caftihg 4 
mill-ftone into the fea, which: fhall never be taken 
up again, or found more, Kev. xviii. 21. 

¥. 3. Therefore fhall the firong people glorify thee, 
&c.] To whom the Lord is ftrength, as in the 
following verfe ; who are flrong in the’ ‘Lord, in 
the power of his might, and in the grace that is 
in him’; or fuch of the antichriftian patty as fhalk 
be awakened and convinced by the judgments of 
God on antichrift; and fhall be converted, thefé 


| fhall give glory to the God of heaven, Rev. xi. 13: 


the city of the terrible nations fhall fear thee: or 
fuch whe have belonged to the city or jurifdiction 
of Rome, and have been terrible to the people of 
God, yet now fhall be affrighted themfelvés, and come 
car 
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fear the Lord, either, with a fervile fear, or fome, 


PSE tem) 


‘at, Jeaft, with a truly filial fear; fee Revs Xi. 13. 


to ftand ftrong ; he directs them to Chrift, in whom 
is ftrength, as well as righteoufnefs 5 he ftrengthens 
them by his fpirit, his promifes, word and. ordi- 
nances. Chrift may be more efpecially meant; and 
it may refer to the ftrength and power h’ell give 
‘to his people in the latter day ; when a {mall one 
fhall be a ftrong nation; when the feeble fhall be 
as David, and the houfe of David as the angel of 
the Lord; when they fhall have got the victory 
over the beaft, his mark and image, Jf lx. 21. 
Zech. xii. 8. Rev. xv. 2: a refuge from the ftorm; 
or tempeftuous rain, or .overflowing flood; as 
Chrift is a refuge from the tempeft and ftorm of 
divine wrath and vengeance, by his fatisfaétion and 
righteoufnefs, J/: xxxii. 2. fo from the flood of 
perfecution, by his power and providence, Rev, xii. 
15: a foadow from the beat ; which gives refrefh- 
ment and reft, and is a protection from the fcorch- 
ing beams of the fun. Chrift, as he is the fhadow 
from the heat of a fiery law, from the flaming 
fword of juftice, from the wrath of God, and the 
fiery darts of fatan’s temptations ; fo from the vio- 
lence of perfecution, which heat fhall now be no 
more, antichrift being deftroyed, Rev. vii, 15, 16: 
when the blaft of the terrible ones is as a ftorm againtt 
the wall; thefe terrible ones are either fatan and 
his principalities, who are very terrible to the 
Lord’s people ; and whofe temptations are like a 
ftrong wind, which beat againft them as againft a 
wall, but they ftand, the Lord being their ftrength, 
refuge, and fhadow; fee J/. xlix. 24. or rather an- 
tichrift and his perfecuting princes, the kings of 
the earth, that have joined him, and perfecuted 
the faints, and have been terrible to them; and 
whofe perfecutions have been like a bluftering 
ftrong wind, threatening to carry all before them ; 
but the Lord has been their protection, and made 
“them to ftand as a wall, frm and immoveable, 
againft them. ‘The Zargum is, ‘*‘ fo the words of 
«the wicked are to the righteous, as a ftorm that 
“¢ dafheth againft a wall.” 
¥.5. Thou foalt bring down the noife of ftrangers, 
&c.] Such as are ftrangers to God and godlinefs, 
to Chrift, his gofpel, and truths, to the {pirit and 
his operations of grace; the clamour and noife of 
fuch againft true religion, and the profeffors of it, 
their perfecuting rage and fury, this the Lord in 
his own time will bring down, and caufe to ceafe, 
and it fhall be heard no more; as the beat in a dry 
place; which parches the earth, and burns and 
dries up the grafs and fruits of it; to which per- 
fecution is compared: even the heat with the foadow 
of a cloud, as that is brought down, and caufed 
to ceafe by the fhadow of a cloud, theltering from 
the feorching beams of the fun, and by letting 


* IY! Yay At cantus fortium humiliabitur, vel humiliabit fe, Vatabliss fee Cant-ii 12, * Focanatie 
Scacchus, in Sacror. Elaeochr. Myrothec 1.1. ¢.40. col. 205. thinks, that as the prophet fpeaks of the deliverance of 
trom prefent troubles, and of good things at the coming of the Meffiah, the metaphors are taken from the cuftoms of that 
in which feafts were not prepared without the beft of ointments ; nor in a royal fealt, were the fieh of any animals ufed, nites 
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down rain, which moiftens the earth ;.fo the Lord 
protects his people. from the fury of perfecution, 
and abates it by the interpofition of: his power and 
providence; and at laft puts anvend to it: the 
branch of the terrible ones fhall be made low , mean- 
ing the moft eminent of thern;»a branch being 
put for a moft eminent perfon, ch. iv. 2. Pf Ixxx. 
15. perhaps the pope of Rome is meant, the head 
of the antichriftian party, the principal of therter- 
rible perfecutors, who fhall be brought low sand 
deftroyed by Chrift, at his coming. Some rendér 
it, the feng of the terrible ones fhall be brought low; 
it will be brought a note lower ; their triumphing 
will be at an end; the voice of harpers and:mu- 
ficians, of pipers and trumpeters, will be heard no 
more among them; but inftead thereof weeping 
and howling, Kev. xviii..g, 11, 18, 22, 23.0 90 
y. 6. And in this mountain foall the Lord of Ho 
make unto all people a feaft of fat things, &c.] Which 
is to be underftood, not of the ultimate: glory: of 
the faints in heaven; which is fometimes .repre- 
fented by a feaft; and the participation of it, by 
fitting down with the faints at a table in the king- 
dom of God, and by drinking wine there, to-which 
{tate the beft things are referved, Mott. viiiax. 
and xxvi. 29. but rather of the gofpel-difpenfation, 
which lies in the miniftration of the word and or- 
dinances ; and which are compared to a feaft, which 
confifts of the richeft dainties, for the entertainment 
of the faith of God’s people ;. and this is made | 
the Lord himfelf, who is fovereign Lord of all, 
the king of kings; who fits at table himfelf, and 
welcomes his guefts, and is the fum and fubftance 
of the feaft : and this is made in his mountain the 
church, comparable to one for its vifibility and im- 
moveablenefs. ; and for all his people, Fews and Gen- 
tiles; for all that are made fpiritually alive; and 
have a fpiritual tafte, and true faith in Chrift, 
Matt. xxii. 4. Luke xiv..16, 17. particularly the 
Lord’s fupper itfelf is a feaft, and a feaft of love, 
comparable to wine ; and which is better than wine, 
and in which wine, in a literal fenfe, is made ufé 
of ; and in which the choiceft and richeft food’ is 
prefented to faith ; the flefh and blood of Chrift, 
which are meat and drink indeed; here the faints 
are fed as with marrow and fatnefs, 1 Cor. viv7, 8. 
Cant.i. 2,4. Fobn vi. 55. Pf. xxxvi. 8. and lxiii. 3 
but it feems rather to refpect the marriage-fupper 
of the Lamb, in the.latter day, when antichrift 
fhall be deftroyed, and ews and Gentiles be ‘con= 
verted, and fhall join together in the participation 
of divine bleffings, Rev, xix, 1; 2, 8,.9. orbeft of 
all, the glories, joys, and pleafures, of the new Fes 
rufalem-{tate;. in which the faints fhall drink of the 
water of life freely, and eat of the fruit of the tre 
of life, the leaves of which are for the healing 0 
the nations, Rev. xxi. 6. and xxii. 1,274 feaft of 
wines on the lees; that has been long kept on the 
lees; but now drawn off, and both {trong and fines’ 
of a banquet of wine fee Zt. vii. 2. this refers to. 
the wine of the kingdom, Ada¢t. xxvi. 29 : of fall) 
things full of marrow, of wines onthe lees well rem’ 
jined ; this heap of words,. and repetition of themy: 
fhew the plenty of the provifions, and the richnefé ” 
and excellency of them ; and fat being mentioned, 
is a proof that the words muft refpect the: times 
of the Meffiah, fince under the law, fat was not: 
to be eaten *. vss tn noectaik S081 See aaa 
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Dow. 7 And he will deftroy in this mountain the face 
of the covering caft over all people, &c.] Or, the 
beavering of the face‘; that which has covered the 
vface of all people ; that darknefs which has been 
fpread. over them, partly by Mahomet, and his 
-Alkoran, and partly by the pope of Rome, and his 
party; the covering of human doétrines and tra- 
h.ditionsifeems chiefly intended, which now will be 
removed, as well as all Pagan and Mahometan 
darknefs, thro’ the clear miniftration of the ever- 
lafting gofpel, which will be fpread with power, 
-and in its purity, throughout the whole world; fee 
ff. Ix. 1, 2, 3. more efpecially this may refpect the 
light and glory of the new Feru/alem-ftate, in which 
Chrift will be the light thereof, and the nations of 
them that are faved fhall walk in it, and fatan will 
‘be bound a thoufand years, that he may not de- 
éeive the nations any more, Kev. xxi. 23, 24, 25. 
and xx. 3: and the veil that is fpread over all na- 
tions; meaning ‘the fame as before; the veil or 
covering of darknefs and ignorance, with which 
the nations are covered, either Papal, Pagan, and 
Mahometan ; particularly, refpect may be had to 
the veil that is upon the Fewi/h nation, which re- 
mains to this day, and will be taken off when it 
fhall turn to the Lord, 2 Cor. iii. 13, 14, 15. this 
may be faid in allufion to the veil on Mojes’s face, 
when he fpake to the people, Exod. xxxiv. 33. as 
the former expreffion may be to the covering or 
wrapper about the face of dead men, ohn xi. 44. 
for they that fit in fpiritual darknefs, are in the re- 
gion of the fhadow of death. 
sory. 8. He will fwallow up. death in viftory, &c.] 
Or, for ever’. ‘This is to be underftood, not of a 
fpiritual death, which is fwallowed up in conver- 
fion, and of which thofe that are quickened {hall 
never-die more ; nor of the converfion of the Fews, 
‘which will be as life from the dead; nor of the 
civil death of the witneffes, and of their rifing, 
who afterwards will never die more, in that fenfe ; 
but of a corporal death: this Chrift has fwallowed 
up in. victory, by dying on the crofs, both with 
refpect to himfelt, who will never die more, and 
with refpect to his people, from whom he has abo- 
lithed it as a penal evil ; but it chiefly refpects the 
refurrection-ftate, or the perfonal coming of Chrift, 
when the dead in him fhall rife firft, and fhall never 
die more; there will be no more death, neither 
corporal, fpiritual, or eternal to them; on them 
death fhall have no power, in any fhape ; and then 
will this faying be brought about or fulfilled, as 
the. apoftle has interpreted it,.1 Cor. xv. 54. fee 
Rev: xxi. 4. and xx. 6. fo the Jews * interpret it of 
the future ftate, when thofe that live again thall 
die no more, and there will be no death; and of 
the days of the Meffiah, when the dead will be 
taifed ‘: and the Lord God will wipe away tears from 
off all faces, there are many things now that caufe 
tears to fall from the faints, as their own fins, in- 
dwelling fin, unbelief, carnality, leannefs, back- 
flidings, &%c. and the fins of others, the tempta- 
tions of fatan, the hidings of God’s face, afflictions 
of-various forts, and the perfecutions of men; but 


a 


we Wz. 31 


thefé will.be no more in the new Ferufalem-fate ; 
and, therefore God is faid to wipe them away, hav- 
ing removed the caufe of them, Rev. vii. 17. and 
xxl. 4. the allufion is, to a tender parent, that 
takes a handkerchief, and wipes the face of ‘its 
child, when it has been crying, and quiets and 
comforts it: and the rebuke of his pecple hall be 
take away, from off all the earth ; all the reproaches 
and calumnies which have been caft upon: them, 
and all mifreprefentations of them, fhall be taken 
away from them every where, and they’ll no longer 
lie under them, but itand clear of all falfe-charges 
and accufations ; or all perfécution fhall now ceate ; 
there fhall be none to hurt them in all the holy 
mountain, If, xi. 9: for the Lord hath /poken it 
and it fhall be done. The Targum is, “ for by 
‘* the word of the Lord it is fo decreed.” 
¥. 9. And it foall be faid in that day, &c.| When 
the teaft will be made for all the Lord’s people ; 
when the veil and covering fhall be removed; when 
death will be fwallowed up in victory ; when all 
tears fhall be wiped away from the faints; when 
their rebuke fhall be taken away from them } all 
which will be at the glorious appearing of Chrift. 
Lo, this is our God and not the idols of the Gen- 
tiles, or the works of their hands ; but Chrift, who 
is God over all, bleffed for ever ; Immanuel, God 
with us: the phrafe is expreffive of his true and 
proper deity, of faith of intereft in him, and of 
the joy of it: we have waited for bim, and he will 
fave us; as the Old Teftament-faints waited for his 
firft coming, and for his falvation, believing that 
he would be the author of it; fo New Teftament- 
faints are waiting tor his fecond coming ; and to 
them that look tor him, and expect his glorious 
appearing, who have their loins girt, and their 
lights burning, and wait for their Lord’s coming, 
will he appear a fecond time without fin unto fal. 
vation; to put them into the poffeffion of falvation 
he has obtained for them, of which they are heirs, 
and is nearer than when they believed : this is the 
Lord, we have waited for bim, looking, longing, 
and hafting to the day of his coming ; this they 
will fay, when they fhall fee him coming in the 
clouds of heaven ; whither the living faints being 
changed, will be caught up to meet him, and upon 
meeting him fhall thus greet him, and one an- 
other : we will be glad, and rejoice in bis falvations 
fo fuitable to them, fo full, complete, and perfeét, 
and fo much for the glory of God; which was 
wrought out by him before, and now poffefled by 
them ; and is what is called the joy of their Lord, 
they now enter into, Matt. xxv. 21. 
¥. 10. For in this mountain fhall the hand of the 
Lord reft, &c.]) Where he will make the feaft of 
fat things, ¥.6. even in his church, which is his 
refting place, and where he delights to dwell; and 
over whom his hand is, and abides for their pro- 
tection and fafe-guard; and where he gives reit, as 
the Septuagint * render it ; even {piritual reft to the 
fouls of his people ; and where, as the Targum has 
it, ** the power of the Lord is revealed ;” namely, 
in the prefervation of his church, and in the de- 
. ftruction 


as were well fed and kept, and which, according to the law, were pure and clean ; and agreeably he renders the whole verfe thus : 
and the Lord of Hohe awill make to all people a feaft of ointments ; a feaft of thofe (animals) that are kept ; of ointments full of marrow 
a 


{the richeft and 
obferves, that 7 fignifies not fat, 
p. 868, 872. ‘The Syriac verfion of the latter part of the text, 


of our heavenly, and moft mighty quickener, referved and fat. 'T 


feaft, or Lord Jefus Chrift. 
. or 935 velum faciei, Pifcator. 
Pifcator. ; . h off. in 
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ttelt) of thofet bat are kept ; pure beatts, well kept and clean, according to the law of Mofes. So Guffetius 
but oil ; and COU" not “es of wine, but bottles in which wine is Aept, Comment. Ebr. 
tho’ not according to the original, is remarkable: the feaf, 1 /ay, 
he interpreter feems to have in his view the great matter of the 
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ftruction of its enemies; as follows: and Moab 
foall be trodden down under him, under the Lord, 
and his mighty hand of power 3 or wader it, under 
the mountain, the church; under the feet of the 
faints; fee. Mal. iv..2. or, in bis place’, as Farchi 
and Kimchi explain it, wherever he is, or fhall -be 
found, where he lies, there fhall he be trodden upon. 
By Moab, the enemies of the church are meant, 
and is put for them all, even all the antichriftian 
powers, both Turks and Papifis; their ruin is ex- 
prefled by treading down or threfhing, in allufion 
to the threfhing of corn, as the word ufed moftly 
fignifies, when the. ftraw is bruifed by the cart- 
wheel, or the feet of oxen; or to the treading of 
ftraw in the mire, as follows: even as flraw is 
trodden down for the dunghill; or in it ™; or in the 
waters of the dunghill", as the Cetih ; where being 
eaft and trodden, it rots, and becomes dung; and 
fo the Targum, “‘ as f{traw is trodden in the clay ;” 
Farchi interprets it to this fenfe. R. Fofeph Kimchi 
takes it to be the name of a place, Madmenabh, 
which was one of the cities of Moab, Fer. xlvili. 2. 

y.11. And be foall [pread forth his hands in the 
midft of them, 8c.] In the midft of Moab, in the 
midtft of the enemiés of the church of God; and 
fo it denotes the utter deftruction of them; for the 
fpreading forth of the hands is to, be underftood 
of the Lord, that fhould do fo: as he that fwim- 
meth, {preadeth forth bis bands to fwim; fignifying, 


that as he would exert the power of his might 1n | 


the midft of them, he fhould ftrike on both fides, 
as a fwimmer does; and as eafily and utterly de- 
ftroy them as the fwimmer parts the waters, and 
has the command of them; tho’ fome interpret 
this of Moaéd ftretching out his hands as the fwim- 


mer, either in a way of fubmiffion and fupplication, 
or as catching, as men drowning do, at any an 
to fave them. But the former fenfe agrees” 
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with what follows: and he fhail bring down their ~ 
pride; that is, God hall bring down the pride of » 


Moab, which was notorious in them, and hateful 


to God, and was the caufe of their ruin, ch. xvil6. — 
with this compare the pride of the Romifhanti~ . 


chrift, which God will humble, Rev. xvii7j) 8? 
together with the fpoils of their hands ; which their 


hands are full of ; and which they have fpoiled' or® 


robbed others of ; or, with the wiles of their handsey 


as fome, which they had by craft and infidious™ 
methods taken from others; thefe fhall be taken > 


from them, and they be ftript of them; or the 


words may be rendered, with the elbows, or arm=- 


holes of bis bands ; as the fwimmer with his ‘arms 


keeps the water under him, and himfelf above if, ° 


fo the Lord with the ftrength of his atm would 


bring down, and deftroy thofe enemies of hié. 


¥.12, And the fortrels of the high fort of thy 
walls foall he bring down, &c.] ‘That is, their high 
and fenced walls, which were about their cities; the 
fortifications of them; thefe fhould be deftroyed 
by the Lord, be battered and brought down, net 
being able to ftand againft his mighty power. The 
Targum renders it, “* the mighty city, the cities of 
** the nations ;” and may defign the city of Rome, 


}and the cities of the nations that fhall fall at the 


pouring out of the feventh and laft vial, Rev. Xvi. 
19. it follows, Jay low, and bring to the ground; 
even to the duft,; which variety of words, without 
any copulative, are ufed to exprefs the fudden, 
quick, certain and irrecoverable deftruction of fuck 
fortified city, or cities, and their fortifications, 


ws 


Ad 


CHAP. XXVL . fet 


i inet: chapter contains a fong- of praife for 
the fafety and profperity of the church, and 
the deftruction of its enemies. ‘The church is re- 
prefented as a ftrong city, whofe walls and bulwarks 
are falvation, ¥. 1. it is faid to. have gates which 
are to be opened to a righteous nation, ¥. 2. its in- 
habitants being fach who truft in the Lord, are 
promifed perfect’ peace, ¥. 3. hence the faints are 
exhorted to truft in him, ¥. 4. then follows an ac- 
count of another city, defcribed: as lofty, and its 
inhabitants as dwelling on high, who are brought 
down, and trampled on, by the feet’ of the poor 
and neédy, ¥. 5,6. when the prophet returns to 
the righteous, and afferts their way to be upright- 
nefs, becaufe their path is weighed or levelled: by 
God the moft- upright, ¥. 7. and in the name’ of 
the church declares that they had waited for the 
Lord in the way of his judements; and that ‘the 
defire of their fouls was to his name, and the re- 
membrance of it; and that: they continued, and 
would continue, to defire hitn, and feek after him, 
feeing righteoufnefs was to be‘learned by his judg- 
ments, ¥. 8, g. and tho’ the wicked would ‘not be 
brought to repentance and reformation by the good- 
nefs of God, nor take notice of his hand, yet they 
fhould fee and be afhamed, and deftroyed at laft, 
y. 10, rr. but notwithftanding thefe judgments of 
God in the earth, the church profeflés her faith in 
the Lord, that he would give her peace and pro- 


1 YPN apud fe, i.e. in loco fuo, Vatablus, Junius & Tremellius. 
* PIII TWD 733 in aquis tterquilinii, De Dieu. | 


direéts it fhould be read. 
diis, vel cum infidiis manuum fuarum, Montanus, Pifcator. 
Tigurine verfion ; and Ben Melech, who mentions both fenfes. 


fperity, from the confideration of what he had 
wrought for her, and in her, ¥. 12. and rejects all 
other Lords but him, y, 13. who were dead, and 
fhould not live again, but were vifited and de- 
ftroyed, and their memory made to perifh, ¥. 14. 
but the righteous nation fhould be increafed, tho? 
they fhould meet with trouble, which would caufe 
them to go to the throne of grace, and there pour 
out their complaints, exprefs their pain and di- 
ftrefles, arid the difappointments ‘they had mer 
with, ¥. 14,'16, 17, 18. to which an anfwer is re- 
turned, ‘promifing a glorious refurré@tion, ¥. 19. 
and calling upon the people of God to retite to 
their chambers for protection in the mean while, 
until the punifhment to’ be inflicted on the’ in- 
habitants of the earth for their fins was over, 

‘S id Gao Ta 


¥. 20, 2r. é 
bs Na TOMS 2 Pe 
¥.412' In that day fall this fong be Jung in the 
land of ‘fudab, 8&c.] “When great thing all be 


done for the church, and people of God) 
antichrift and: all their enemies ate deftroyed, 
mentioned in the preceding ¢hapter ; ‘then this 
fhall be fuing exprefled in.this throughout; whi 
the Targum calls a new fong, an excellent one, as 
the matter of it fhews; and which, will be fun 

the land of Fudah, the land of praife, in the con- 
gregation. of the faints, the profeffors and con- 


feflors of the name of . Jefus ; in mount Ziow, the 
) Lrg it sol one ae | arch’ 
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church of God below, Pf. exlix. 1. fee Rev. xiv. 1, 
2, 3. and xv. I, 2, 3, 4. and xix. 1—6: we have a 
Jjirong city; not an earthly one, as Ferdfalem ; fo 


theFewifo writers Farchi, Aben Ezra, and Kimchi in- 
terpret it; nor the heavenly city, which God ‘has 
prepared and built, and faints are looking for, and 
are citizens of; but rather’ the holy city, the new 
Ferufalem, defcribed in Rev. xxi. 2, 10 11. or how- 
ever, the church of Chrift, as in the latter day; 
which will bea /frong one, being of the Lord’s 
founding, eftablifhing, keeping, and defending ; 
and whofe itrength will greatly Jie in the prefence 
of God, and his protection of it ; in the number 
of its “citizens, which will be many, when Fews 
and Gentiles are converted ; and in their union one 
with.another, and the ftedfaftnefS of their faith’ in 
Chrift ; when a fmall one, as the church is ‘now, 
fhall become a firong nation, If, \x. 22: falvation 
will God appoint for walls and bulwarks , inftead of 
walls, ditches,” parapets, coéuntet{carps; and fuch 
like fortifications ,; what they are to cities, that is 
falvation-to the church,’ and ‘people of God ; it is 
their fafety and fecurity :'as God the Father is con- 
‘cerned in it, it flows from his Idve, which is un- 
«changeable ;° it is by an appointment of his, which 
fs-unalterable’; is fecured' by election-grace, which 
ftands not-upon the works of?men, but the will 
‘of God; and by the covénant of grace; ordered 
‘in all things, and fure ; and by his power the faints 
‘are kept unto it : as Chrift is concerned: in it ; it 
‘is as walls and? bulwarks; “He cis’ the. author of it, 
has completely finifhed it, “and has overcome} and 
deftroyed” all. ‘enemies ; his righteoufhefs is. a fecu- 
rity from all-charges and condemnation’; ‘His fatis- 


faction a bulwark againft the damning ‘power ‘of 


fin, the curfes of the law, and the wrath of God ; 


‘his mediation’ and intefrceffion - ate a protection. of 


faints ; and his almighty power a guard about them. 
As the fpirit is concerned in it, who is the applier 
of it, and evidences intereft in it; it is a bulwark 
againft fin, againit fatan’s temptations, againft a 
fpirit of bondage to fear, againft error, and_a final 
and total falling away; particularly the church’s 


qails will be /alvation, and her gates praife, of 


which in the next verfe, in the latter day-glory ; 
to which this fong refers; ‘fee J Ix. 18. 7 
_ 9. 2. Open ye the gates, &c.) Not of Feru/falem, 
literally underftood, nor of heaven; rather of the 
new Ferufalem, whofe gates are defcribed, Rev. xxi. 
12, 13, 21, at leaft of the church in the latter day; 
the gates or door into which now fhould be, and 
then will be, open; ‘Chrift the door, and faith. in 
him, and a profeffion of it, without which none 
ought to be admitted, and whoever climbs up an- 
other way, is a thief and a robber, Yobu. x. 1, 9. 
thefe words are the words of the prophet; or of 
God, or of Chrift by him, directed not to the 
keepers of the gates of Feru/alem, or of the doors 
of the temple, tho’ they may be alluded to; nor 
to any fuppofed door-keeper of heaven, angels, or 
men, there being none fuch; rather to the twelve 
angels, at the twelve gates of the new Feru/alem, 
Rev: xxi. 12. or to the minifters of the gofpel, who 
have the key of knowledge to open the door of 
faith, and let perfons into the knowledge of divine 
things ; to admit them to ordinances, and receive 
‘them into the church by the joint fuffrage of the 
members of it. The phrafe denotes a large increafe 
of members, and a free, open, and public recep- 
tion of them, who are after defcribed ; fee J/. Ix. 
11, 18: that the righteous nation which keepeth the 
truth may enter in; not all the world, for there is 
Vop. sve NY g. 
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none righteous, not one of them naturally, or of 
themfelves ; nor the Fewih nation, for tho’ they 
fought after righteoufnefs, did not attain it, unlefs 
when they will be converted in the latter day, and 
then they, and all the Lord’s people will be righte- 
ous, and appear to be a holy nation, and a pe- 
culiar’ people, J/: Ix. 21. 1 Pet. ii. 9. and being 
made righteous by the righteoufnefs of Chrift, im- 
puted to them, and fandtified by the fpirit, will be 
fit perfons to be admitted thro’ the gates into the 
city ; fee P/- cxviii. 19,20. Rev. xxii. 14. and be- 
caufe there will be great numbers of fuch, efpe- 
cially when a nation fhall be born at once, hence 
they atefo called: and thefe will be a fett of men 
that will keep the truth, not as the Targuim renders 
it, ‘* who keep the law with a perfect heait ;” for 
no man ¢an do that; but rather the ordinances of 
the gofpel, as they were firft delivered by’ Chrift, 
and his apoftles, and efpecially the truths of it; 
and the word here uféd is in the plural number, 
and may be rendered truths ; the feveral truths of 
the gofpel,. which will be kept by the righteous; 
not in memory only, but in their hearts and af- 
fections, and in their purity, and with a puré con- 
fcience; and they won’t part with them at any rate, 
but hold them faft; that no man take their crown; 
Revi it, “PT, ; 

« ¥. 3. Thou wilt keep him in perfe peace, &c.} 
Peace with God in Chrift thro’ his blood, in a 
way of believing, and as the fruit and effect of 
his righteoufnefs ‘being received by faith; this is 
not always felt, received, and enjoyed’in the foul ; 
yet the foundation of it always is, and is- perfect 5 
and befides, this peace is true; real, and folid; in 
which fenfe the word perfec is ufed, in oppofition 
to a falfe and imaginary one; and it will end in 
perfect peace in heaven: moreover, the word per- 


fed is not in ‘the Hebrew text, it is there peace, 
peace ; which is doubled to denote the certainty 


of it, the enjoyment of it, and the conftancy 
and continuance of it; and as expreffive of all 
forts of peace, which God grants unto his peo- 
ple, and keeps for them, and them in; as 
peace with God and peace with men, peace out- 
ward-and peace inward, peace here and peace here- 
aiter ; and particularly it denotes the abundance 
of peacé that believers will have in the kingdom 
of Chrift in the latter day; fee Pf Ixxii. 7. Jf ix. ° 
7: whole inind is flayed on thee; or fixed on the 
love of God, rooted and grounded in that, and 
firmly perfuaded of intereft in it, and that nothing 
can feparate from it; on the covenant and pro- 
mifes of God, which are firm and fure; and on 
the faithfulnefs and power of God to make them 
good, and perform them ;. and on Chrift the Son 
of God, and Saviour of men; upori him-as a Sa- 
viour, laying the whole ftrefs of their falvation on 
him; upon his righteoufnefs, for their juftification 
upon his blood and facrifice, for atonement, par- 
don, and cleanfing ; on his fulnefs, for the fupply 
of their wants ; on his perfon, for their acceptance 
with God; and on his power, for their prorection 
and prefervation ; fee chap. x. 20. and 1. ro. and 
Pf. cxii. 7, 8; decaufe be trufteth in thee not in 
the creature, nor in any creature-enjoyment, nor 
in their riches, nor in their righteoufnefs, nor in 
their own hearts, nor in any carnal privileges, only 
in the Lord, as exhorted to in the next verfe ; in 
the word of the Lord, as the Zargum, that is, in 
Chrift. 
y. 4. Truft ye in the Lord for ever, &c.] In the 
word of the Lord for ever and ever, as the Zar- 
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gum again ; that is, at all times, in every flate and 
condition, in times of affliction, temptation, and 
darknefs ; for he’ll fupport under, and in his own 
time deliver out of every trouble, and caufe all 
things to work together for good; and truft in 
him always, for every thing, for all temporal blef- 
fings, and for all fpiritual ones, and for eternal 
life and happinefs ; for he has them, has promifed 
them, and will give them: for in the Lord feho- 
vab is everlafting firength , Chrift is the Lord Je- 
hovah, which is, and was, and is to come, {elf- 
exiftent, eternal, and immutable; and in him is 
itrength, as well as righteoufnefS for his people, 
and that for every thing it is wanted for, to bear 
up under temptations and afflictions, to withftand 
every {piritual enemy, to exercife every grace, and 
difcharge every duty: and this ftrength is ever- 


lafting ; it always continues in him, and is always. 


to be had from him; he is the eterual God, who 
is the refuge of his people, and his arms of power 
and might underneath them are everlafting: the 
words may be rendered, for in Fab is Febovab, the 
rock of ages*; Jehovah the Son is in Jehovah the 
Father, according to Fobn x. 38. and xiv. 11. or 
Fab Febovah is the rock of ages, fo Vitringa ; he is 
the rock on which the church and every believer is 
built, againft which the gates of hell cannot prevail, 
and he has. been the rock of his people in ages paft, 
and will be in ages to come: or of worlds; this 
world, afid that to come ; and fo it is explained 
in the Talmud‘, he that trufts in the Lord has a 
refuge in this world, and in the world to come, 

y. 5. For he bringeth down them that dwell on 
Ligh, the lofty city, &c.} That dwell on high in 
the high city, fo the accents require the words to 
be rendered ; and accordingly the Targum is, ** for 
<° he will bring low the inhabitants of the high 
<¢ and ftrong city;” fuch that dwell in a city built 
on high, arid in the high towers and palaces of it ; 
or that fit on high'thrones, are fpiritual wickedneffes 
in high places, and are of proud and haughty dif- 
pofitions and conduct; as the pope of Rome and 
his cardinals, &c. for not the city of Ferufalem is 
here meant, as Feron: thinks, whofe deftruétion he 
fuppofes is foretold, as both by the Babylonians 
and Romans, and therefore he obferves, the word 
is doubled in the next claufe; nor the city of Ni- 
niveh; nor Babylon literally taken, but myftical 
Babylon is here meant. Farchi interprets them that 
dwell on high of Zyre and Greece, but Ferom fays, 
the Fews underftand by the lofty city the city of 
Rome; and this feems to be the true fenfe; a city 
built upon feven hills or mountains; a city that 
has ruled over the kings of the earth, and whofe 
prefent inhabitants are proud and haughty: Ae 
layeth it low, he layeth it low, even to the ground, 
be bringeth it even to the duft , all which expreffions 
denote the utter deftruction of it; fee ch. xxv. 12. 
and Rev. xviii. 7, 8, 21. 

¥.6. The foot foal tread it down, &c.] Trample 
upon it when brought down, laid low, and level 
with the ground, as mire is trodden in the ftreets, 
and ftraw for the dunghil ; as grapes in the wine- 
prefs, or grafs by the feet of cattel: not the foot 
of a prince, as Aben Ezra obferves, or of mighty 
men; but, as follows, the feet of the poor, and 
the fleps of the needy, thefe are not the Jraelites in 
a literal fenfe, as Kimchi explains it; but the fpi- 
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ritual I/rael of God; the righteous, ‘as the Targuin 
paraphrafes it; the faints of the Moit High, to” 
whom the kingdom and dominion under the whole~ 
heaven will now be given, and who will be juft: 
come out of great tribulation ; for the words fug-~ 
geft, that the people of God will be a poor and’ 
afflicted people, and very feeble, and fore diftrefs- 
ed, a little before the deftruction of antichrift; but” 
as God has been always ufed to do his work by’ 
the poor and weak things of this world, by mean” 
and feeble inftruments, fo he will now, and raife 
his poor and needy ones to a very high and exalted” 
eftate ; all their enemies fhall be fubdued-and’ 
crufhed under their feet; fee Mal. iv. 3. Dan. vii.’ - 
27. Farchi interprets the feet of the poor, of 
the feet of the king Meffiah, according to Zech. 
ix. 9. > 
4 7. The way of the juft is uprightnefs, &c.} 
Or, the way for the juft is uprightneffes*, moft up- 
right ; the way which is appointed for him, and 
which he is directed to walk in, is a way of righte- 
oufnefs and holinefs, and in which he does walk ; 
he walks uprightly, according to the rules of the 
word, becoming the gofpel of Chrift, and worthy 
of his vocation: or, it is evenefes; a moft plain 
and even way, in which men, tho’ fools, fhall-not 
err, J/. xxxv. 8. or, the way of the Lord ¢o the 
juft is uprightneffes, or eveneffes; moft upright, or 
moft even; there’s no inequality in it, tho’ fome 
times fo charged, Ezek. xviii. 25, 29. it is entirely 
agreeable to juftice, equity, and truth; regular 
and even, and fuited to all his perfections of wif- 
dom, goodnefs, &¢': thou mof upright, thefe 
words are addreffed to God, and contain an appel- 
lation and defcription of him, who is upright, juft, 
and true, and loves upright and righteous perfons; 
fo Kimchi and Ben Melech take the word to be in 
the vocative cafe, and as an addrefs to God; tho” 
fome render them, 4e is upright *; that is, the juft 
man is upright, whofe way is uprightnefs ; but the 
former fenfe beft agrees with what follows: thog 
doft weigh the path of the juft; obferve, confider, 
and approve of it, as being according to rule, and 
agreeable to his mind and will, P/ i. 6, or, thou 
doft level or make even the path of the juft * ; remove 
all impediments and obftru€tions out of it, direét 
his goings, order his fteps, and caufe him to walk 
in a ftrait way, wherein he fhall not ftumble, Fer. 
xxxi. g. and fo this is a reafon given, why the way 
of the juft is even, becaufe it is made fo by the 
Lord himfelf. 4 
¥. 8. Yea, in the way of thy judgments, O Lords 
have we waited for thee, &c.| Meaning by judg- 
ments, either the miniftration of the word and or- 
dinances, called ftatutes and judgments, P/, cxlvit. 
Ig, 20. and xix. 9, 10. an attendance on which is 
the right way of waiting upon God, and where it 
may be expected he will be found and manifeft 
himfelf, and favour with his gracious prefence ; 
or elfe the corrections and chaftifements, which are 
done in wifdom and with judgment, in meafu 
and in mercy, and in a fatherly way, and for good; 
and fo the fenfe is, that they had not only 
the Lord in a plain and even way, but even in the 
more rugged paths of afflictive difpenfations; nor 
did thefe things at all move them from their duty 
to him, and worfhip of him: she defire b our foul 
is to thy name, and to the remembrance of thee pe 
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God himfelf, and to a remembrance of his nature, 
perfections, and works ; to Chrift, whofe name is 
as ointment poured forth, and whofe perfon is de- 
firable, becaufe of his glory, beauty, and fulnefs, 
becaufe of his offices, and bleffings of grace; and 
to his gofpel, which publifhes and proclaims him, 
his grace, and falvation; and to his ordinances, 
which refrefh the memory of his people concern- 
ing him, and his love to them fhewn, in what he 
has done and fuffered for them. 

¥. 9. With my foul have I defired thee in the night, 
éc.] Hither literally, when others were afleep ; or 
figuratively, in the captivity; which, as Farchi 
fays, was like unto the night; or in the time of 
Fewifa and Gentile darknefs, preceding the coming 
of Chrift; or rather in the time of latter day- 
darknefs, when the church is reprefented as heartily 
defirous of, and importunately praying for the lat- 
ter day-glory, the rifing of the fun of righteouf- 
nefs, the fpiritual reign of Chrift, the fpread of 
his gofpel, and the fetting up of his kingdom and 
glory in the world ;. fo the Targum, “ my foul 
“¢ defireth to pray before thee in the night ;” her 
defires were exprefied by prayer: yea, with my 
fpirit within me will I feek thee early; the deter- 
mines to continue feeking the Lord night and day, 
with the greateft intenfenefs of {pirit, and eagernefs 
of; foul, until the obtained and enjoyed what fhe 
fought for; namely, the prefence of Chrift, com- 
munion with him, the difcoveries of his love, and 
larger meafures of his grace, light, and know- 
ledge: for when thy judgments are in the earth, 
fuch as peftilence, famine, fword, and the like ; 
efpecially the judgments of God on antichrift, and 
the antichriftian ftates, which will be juft and 
righteous ; fee Rev. xix. 2: the inhabitants of the 
world will learn righteoufne/s; not the wicked in- 
habitants of the world, for the contrary is fug- 
gefted in the following verfes ; but the faints that 
are in the world, the upright ones, the righteous 
before mentioned, the church and her members ; 
thefe, by the judgments of God in the world, 
learn what a righteous being he is, how unrighte- 
ous men aré, on whofe account thefe judgments 
come, and themfelves too, as in his fight; and 
they learn the infufficiency of their own righteouf- 
nefs to juftify them before him, and their need, 
the worth and value of the righteoufnefs of Chrift ; 
and alfo learn hereby to live foberly, righteoufly, 
and godly, Pf. cxix. 67, 71. and xciv. 12. they 
learn to afcribe righteoufnefs to God, and to fear 
and worfhip him, Rev. xv. 3, 4. and xvi. 5, 6. 

¥. 10. Let favour be foewed to the wicked, &c.]} 
As it often is in a providential way; they have the 
good things of this life, and fometimes more than 
heart could wifh for; nor are they in trouble as 
other men; they have many mercies, and many 
deliverances; they have their portion here, and 
are filled with hidden treafure, and are fpared 
when others are cut off ; and befides fparing mercy 
and providential goodnefs, fometimes enjoy the 
means of grace, have the word and ordinances : 
yet will he not learn righteoufnefs ; neither repent of 
fin, nor reform from it; tho’ the goodne/s of God 
‘ fhould, yet it does not, /ead him to repentance , he 
neither learns the righteoufnefs of God, nor of 
Chrift, nor the infufficiency of his own righteouf- 


nefs, nor to live a truly righteous and godly life ;! peace and profperity the church will have 
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all means ahd mercies will not do, without the 
efficacious grace of God : in the land of uprightnefs - 
will he deal unjuftly; in the land of Fudea, where 
were the laws and ftatutes of God, which were juft 
and equitable, the word and worfhip of God, and 
many good men, who lived uprightly, and fet good 
examples; and yet wicked men went on in their 
finful courfes. archi interprets it of Ferufalem, 
and the temple, and of mens fpoiling, plundering, 
and deftroying there; and the Talmud * of wicked 
Efau, by whom the Romans are meant, that fhould 
deftroy Ferufalem, and the land of J/rael. It feems 
beft to underftand it of any land or country in 
later times, or prefent ones, where there is a good 
polity; good and wholfome laws are enacted, vice 
is corrected and punifhed, and virtue encouraged, 
and where alfo the gofpel is preached, and the or- 
dinances of it adminiftered ; and yet notwithftand- 
ing all laws, inftructions, precepts and precedents, 
fuch men will go on to live unrighteous and un- 
godly lives and converfations: and will not bebold 
the majefty of the Lord; vifible in the government 
of the world; in the difpenfations of his provi- 
dence, in protecting and defending his own people, 
and in punifhing of the wicked ; in the gofpel, and 
in the fuccefs of it; in the effufion of the Spirit ; 
and in the fetting up of the kingdom of Chrift in 
greater glory in the latter day. 

¥. 11. Lord, when thy hand is lifted up, they will 
not fee, 8cc.] Or, thy high band they will not fee’ ; 
when it is exalted, and become glorious in power, 
in punifhing wicked men; tho’ the punifhment is 
vifible, yet they will not confider that it comes 
from the hand of God, but attribute it to chance, 
misfortune, or fecond caufes, P/: xxviii: 5. or when 
the hand of the Lord is manifeft in doing good 
to his own people, in delivering them out of their 
oppreffions, and the hands of their oppreffors; in 
reviving his caufe and intereft, and enlarging the 
kingdom of his Son; they will not fee, own, and 
acknowledge the power and glory of it. TheTargum 
favours this latter fenfe, ‘* Lord, when thou fhalt 
** be revealed in thy power to do good to them 
“¢ that fear thee, there will be no light to the ene- 
“¢ mies of thy people :” but they /hall fee ; whether 
they will or no; the judgments of God will be 
manifeft, both in his vengeance on antichrift, and 
in glorifying his own people: and be afbamed for 
their envy to the people, their envy at the happinefs 
and profperity of the Lord’s people ; their malice 
towards them, and perfecution of them: or, for 
the zeal of thy people*; not forthe zeal of the peo- 
ple to God, but for the zeal of the Lord to them; 
when they fhall fee him zealoufly affected to them, 
and concerned for them’; as they fhall fee it, whe- 
ther they will or no; they'll then be confounded 
and afhamed, when he will vindicate his own peo- 
ple, and right their wrongs, and avenge their ene- 
mies ; fo the Targum, ** the revenge of thy people 
s¢ fhall cover them:” yea, the fire of thine enemies 
foail devour them, or, fire foall devour them, thine 
enemiesff ; the wrath of God, which is like unto 
fire ;“or fire out of the mouth of the witnefles, 
Rev. Xi. 5. 

y. 12. Lord, thou wilt ordain peace for us, me 
Difpofe, order, give it to us, outward and in 
fpiritual and eternal: chiefly refpect is had to that 
in the 

latter 
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latter day, which the zeal of the Lord ‘of shofts, 
before-mentioned, will perform for her, P/- Ixxii. 
8. Jfvix: 7. and which fhe expreffés her: faith in; 
when it goes ill with the wicked, and that for the 
following reafon : for thou alfo haft wrought all our 
works in us; or to us, or’ for us”; all that had 
been done for them before, were done by the Lord, 
came of his hands, were owing to his’ goodnefs, 
grace and power, and not to be afcribed:unto them- 
felves ; all their mercies and deliverances,. alb that 
had been done for them in nature, providence»and 
grace ; all that had been done forthe church and 
people of God in all ages and periods of time, ‘the 
glory of all was due to him; and fince he “had 
done fo many and fuch great things for them, they 
had reafon to believe he would grant them that 
peace and profperity promifed and expected in the 
latter day. The work-of grace upon the heart, is 
peculiarly the work which God works in his peo- 
ple, and is thought by fome to be here meant ; 
this is God’s work, and. not man’s; and itis an 
internal one, fomething wrought in the heart, and 
which being begun, will be performed ; and may 
be expreffed in the plural number, becaufe of the 
excellency of it, it is the work of works ; it in- 
cludes others, and from whence all good works 
done by good men {pring ; and befides, sit confifts 
of various parts, each of which is a work ; as the 
work of faith, the labour of love, and: perfect 
work of patience; and the: fruit of this is peace 
here, and men on account of it may expect eter- 
nal peace hereafter ; for this is the. faints’ meetnefs 
for glory; and which is infeparably connected with 
it. Abarbinel < interprets this peace of the times of 
the Meffiah, and of the redemption wrought. out 
by him ; and our works, of the troubles that.came 
upon the Zews in captivity, which were all from the 
Lord, as well as their mercies and deliverance. 
¥. 13. O Lord our God, other lords befides thee 
have had dominion over us, &c.| Sin and fatan have 
the dominion over the Lord’s people, in a ftate of 
unregeneracy ; before the good work of grace is 
wrought in them, every luft is a lord, and is ferved 
and. obeyed ; and fatan is the god of this world 
- by ufurpation, and leads men captive at his will. 
Some think, that the idols the Fews had ferved 
and worfhipped, called Baalim or lords, are meant, 
and that this is a confeffion of their fin; but that 
word is not here ufed. The Targum interprets it 
of the Fewi/h governors ruling over them, without 
the Lord; rather the Affyrians and Babylonians are 
defigned; but it is beft of all to Underftand it of 
perfecuting tyrants, of antichriftian kings and ftates 
that have exercifed a tyrannical power over the 
people of God : but dy thee only will we make men- 
tion of thy name; that is, by thy ftrength, and 
thro’ grace received from thee, we will be only 
fubject to thee, our king and lawgiver, and obey 
thy commands, ferve and worfhip thee, knowing 
that it is right to obey God rather than man; or 
thro’ the influence of thy grace, and by the affift- 
ance of thy fpirit, we will celebrate thy name, give 
thee thanks for our deliverance from the fervitude, 
bondage, and oppreffion of other lords. 
¥..14.. They are dead, they foall not live: they 
are deceafed, they fhall not rife, &c.] The above 
tyrannical lords, the kings of the earth and their 
mighty men, affociates of the Romifh antichrift, 
who thall be gathered together, and flain at the 


b 595, in nobis, Munfter 
* 35'7, propterea, V. L. Junius & Tremellius ; 
MWontanus ; ‘ubmiffam orationem, Junius & Tremellius, 


poured out a prayer , or muttering“; they willpray 
with a low voice, in an humble and fubmiffive 


3 nobis, Pagninus, Montanus, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator. 
propterea quod, Pifcator, De Dieu. 


battelsat Armageddon, thefe\fhall not live againvin 
this world, nor sife from their graves, and: return 
to their!former. ftate, —power, and authority ;“ or 
| tyrannize over; moleit, difturb, opprefs; “and per 
fecute the people of God any more) tho’ they ‘thall 
live again‘at the end’ of the thoufand»yearsy and 
fhallsawake cto evetlafting: fhame and contempt, 


— 


and come forth tothe refurrection ‘of damnation: 


The Targum is,“ they'worthip the dead, wwhowds 


** not live ; and theirimighty men, who fhall not 
“< rife 5° and are oppofed to the worthipperstofithe 


only Lord God » therefore baft thou vifited “and de- 
ftroyed them; and madevall their memory to perifh ; 
or, becaufe thou haf vifited, &cc +. for  theferwords 


area reafom why. they ‘are irrecoverably loft; and 
fhall not live in eternal’ lifep or rife sin: the refur- 
rection of the juft; becaufe'God has vifited them 
in wrath, deftroyed’ them/in, and for ‘their fins; 
with fuch an utter deftruétion, that, they fhall be 
remembered no more. © This vifitation will be) at 
Armageddon, when >the kings,, and captains;» and 
great, men will be: flain; the beaft andefalfeypro- 
phet taken, and caftalive:into the furnace of fire; 
and the reft will be killed by the fword, proceeding 


out of: the mouth of Chrift, Reve xix. 284227, 


The -Yargum interprets it: of God’s cafting ithe 
wicked into hell. it erie clarer 

¥. 15. Thou baft increafed the nation, OnBora, 
thou haft increafed the nation, &c.| The righteous 
nation, ¥..2. the church of God, by the numerous 
converfions of ews and Gentiles; when the nation 
of the Fews fhall be born at once, andthe fulnefs 
and forces of the Gentiles.are brought ins when 
the kingdoms of this world will become the iking- 
doms of our Lord, and of his Chrift: thistincreafe 
is repeated, to denote: the certainty of it;vand be- 
caufe a matter of great moment and importance: 
thou art glorified’; as by the deftruction»of the an- 
tichriftian powers, fo by the enlargement of the 
church and kingdom ‘of Chrift, for mow’ will the 
voices be heard in heaven, giving praife and:glory 
to God; even thofe that are affrighted with» his 
judgments, as well'as thofe that are saffectediwith 
his goodnefs, will give glory to: the God» of hea- 
ven, Rev. xi. 13, 17..and xix. 1—6 2 \thousbadf 
removed it far unto all the ends of the earth 3 mot 
the Fewifh people now fcattered throughout the 
world, but the righteous nation increafed and en- 
larged, which now will be fpread to the ends of 
the world.; for Chrift’s kingdom will be from fea 
to fea, and from the river to the ends of the earth, 
Pf. \xxii. 8. it may be rendered, thou haft removed 
afar off all the ends of the earth; fo De Dieu, who 
interprets it of the great men of the earth, \the 
excellent in it, the corner-ftones of it; but perhaps 
it may be better to underftand hereby, every afland 
and mountain fleeing away at the deftruétion of 
antichrift, and the enlargement of Chrift’s king- 
dom, Rev. xvi. 20. ‘ Hoty 

y. 16. Lord, in trouble have they vifited thee, 
&c.] This, and the two following verfes, reprefent 
the troubles and difappointments of the church and 
people of God, before the deftruétion of antichrift; 
in which time of trouble,’ they will vifit the Lord, 
frequent the throne of grace, as faints in affliétions — 
are wont to do; and fometimes this is the end 
to be anfwered by affli€tions, Hofiv. 15: they 
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way, as perfons in dejected circumiftances ; not a 
few. words, but many will theywuafe ; their petitions 

willbe numerous; they will continue praying, and 
be conftant at it, and out of the abundance of 
their hearts their mouth will fpeak ; and they will 
/pour out their fouls and their complaints to the 
Lord, tho’ privately, and with a low voice, and 
with groans unutterable: when thy cha/tening was 
upon them ; the afflicting hand of God, not as a 
punithment, but.as a fatherly’ chaftifement upon 
them); fo all their perfecutions from men, are con- 
fidered as permitted .by the Lord for their inftruc- 
tion and correction ; and thefe will not drive them 
from God, but bring them to him, to feek him 
by»prayer and fupplication. 

¥..27. Like as a woman with child, &c.] By 
this fimile are fet forth the great diftrefles and af- 
fiictions the church of Chrift will be in, before 
redemption and deliverance from the antichriftian 
yoke comes : that draweth near the time of her de- 
Avery ; when her burden is great and very trouble- 
fome: 7s in pain, and cryeth out in her pangs ; for 
her friends to come about her, and give her all the 
help and affiftance they can: fo have we been in 
thy fight, O Lord; in great diftrefs and trouble, 
and crying to him for falvation and deliverance, 
all,which were well known unto him. 

y. 18. We bave been with child, &c.| Like wo- 
men with child; we have been big with hopes and 

expectations of gréat things, of deliverance from 
our enemies, and of the kingdom of Chrift being 
athand: we have been in pain; in great diftrefs 

wand anxiety, and in fervent and frequent prayer, 
travailing in birth, which we looked upon as fore- 
runners of an happy iffue of things: we have as 
it were brought forth wind; all our hopes have 
proved abortive, and we have been difappointed in 

. our expectations: we have not wrought any “deli- 
verance in the earth, or, falvations have not been 
<vrought in the earth * , this explaing,what is meant 
by bringing forth wind; falvation®and deliverance 
out of the hand of the enemy not being wrought, 
as was expected : neither have the inhabitants of the 
orld fallen; worldly men, the great men, the kings 
of the earth; particularly fuch as commit fornica- 
tion with the whore of Rome, popifh perfecuting 
princes ;thefe as yet are not fallen, tho’ they fhall 
in the battel of Armageddon. 

y. 19. hy dead men fhall live, &c.] Thefe are 
the words of Chrift to his church and people, pro- 
mifing great and good things to them after their 
troubles are over, thereby comforting them under 
all their trials and difappointments ; as that fuch 
things fhould come to pafs, which would be as life 
from the dead; as the converfion of the ews, and 
of great numbers of the Gentiles, dead in trefpafles 
and fins; and a great reviving of the intereft of 
religion, and of profeffors of it, grown cold, and 
dead, and lifelefs ; and a living again of the wit- 
nefles, which had been flain. And moreover, this 

may refer to the firft refurrection, upon the fecond 
~ coming of Chrift, when the church’s dead, and 
-Chrift’s dead, the dead in him, will live again, 
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and rife firft, and come forth to the refurreétion 
of life, and live and reign with Chrift a thoufand 
yeats: together with my dead dody fall they arife , 
or, arife my dead body; the church, the myftical 
body of Chrift, and every member of it, though 
they have been dead, fhall arife, every one of them, 
and make up that body, which is the fulnefs of 
him that filleth all in all, and that by virtue of 
their union to him: there was a pledge and prefage 
of this, when Chrift rofe from the dead, upon 
which the graves were opened, and many of the 
faints arofe,. Matt. xxvii. 51, 52, 53. fee Hof. vi. 
2. or, as my dead body fhall they arife* ; fo Kimchi 
and Ben Melech, as fure as Chriit’s dead body 
was raifed, fo fure fhall every one of his people 
be raifed ; Chrift’s refurrection is the pledge and 
earneft of theirs; becaufe he lives, they fhall live 
alfo; he is the firft-fruits of them that flept: or 
as in like manner he was raifed, fo thall they ; as 
he was raifed incorruptible, powerful, {piritual and 
glorious, and in the fame body, fo fhall they ; 
their vile bodiés fhall be fafhioned like unto his 
glorious body. This is one of the places in {erip- 
ture, from whence the ews " prove the refurrection 
of the dead; and which théy apply to the times of 
the Meffiah, and to the refurrection in his days. 
Awake and fing ye that dwell in the duft ; this is a 
periphrafis of the dead, of fuch as are brought to 
the duft of death, and fleep there; as death is ex- 
prefied by fleeping, fo the refurrection by awaking 
out of fleep; which will be brought about by the 
voice of Chrift, which will be fo loud and power- 
ful, that the dead will hear it, and come out of 
their graves ; and then will they fg, and have 
reafon for it, fince they will awake in the likenefs 
of Chrift, and bear the image of him the heavenly 
one: for thy dew is as the dew of herbs; the power 
of Chrift will have as great effect upon, and as 
eafily raife the dead, as the dew has upon the 
herbs, to refrefh, raife, and revive them; fo that 
their Jones, as the prophet fays, /hall flourifh like an 
herb, If. \xvi. 14: and the earth fhall caft out the 
dead ,; deliver up the dead that are in it, at the 
all-powerful voice of Chrift; fee Rev. xx. 13. The 
Targum is, *¢ but the wicked to whom thou hatft 
“* given power, and they have tranfgreffed thy 
«¢ word, thou wilt deliver into hell ;” fee Rev. xx. 
14, 15. | 

¥. 20. Come, my people, enter thou into thy cham- 


-bers, &c.| Thefe words are either to be connected 


with the preceding verfe, and confidered as a part 
of the fong ; and then the defign of them is, to 
let the people of God know, that there would be 
times of great trouble and diftrefs, previous to that 
glorious one before-mentioned ; whether it is to 
be underftood of a fpiritual refurreétion, the con- 
verfion of ‘ews and Gentiles in the latter day, which 
the judgments on antichrift will antecede, Kev. 
xix. 2, 7. or of the firft refurfection, upon the 
coming of Chrift, Dan. xii. 1, 2. and therefore 
fhould expect fuch a time of trouble, and concern 
themfelves for fhelter and fecurity: or elfe, the fong 
being finifhed, as is generally thought, in the laft 

verfe, 
; falutes non,fit terra, Montanus; falutes non fatte funt 


§ DIP’ W723, uemadmodum corpus meum refurget, 
ohelet, fol. 62. 3. . Targum in loc. 


_ Elias Levita, in his Tifhbi, p. 109 fays, the word —p33 is never ufed in feripture, but of the carcafs of a beaft or fowl that 


“is dead 


; and never of a man that is dead, but of him that dies not a natural death, excepting this place, which fpeaks of the 


© yefarreétion of the dead ; and adds he, “ I greatly wonder at it, how he (the prophet) fhould call the bodies of the pure righte- 
« ous ones a carcals; no doubt there is a reafon for it, known to the wife men and cabalifts, which I am ignorant of.” But the 
words are fpoken of one who did not die a natural, but a violent death, even the Meffiah Jefus; and fo juft according to the 
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verfe, thefe words begin a new fubject, and thould 


4 new chapter, in which it is foretold what punifh- 
ment would be infli€ted on a wicked world, and | 
therefore, to comfort the Lord’s people that fhould 


dwell among them, and to let them, know what 
provifion was made for their retreat and farety, and 
where they might be fecure during the ftorm, thefe 
words are delivered out ; in which the Lord. ad- 
drefits his people in a very kind and tender man- 
ner, claiming an intereft in them, and exprefiing 
great affection for them, and concern for their wel- 
fare : my people, whom I have, loved with an ever- 
lafting love, chofen to be a fpecial people above 
all people, made a covenant with them in my Son, 
and redeemed them by his blood, and called them 
by my {pirit and grace; come, away from-the wick- 


ed, be feparate from them, have no fellowfhip.with. 


them; much the fame with that in Rev. xviii. 4. 
and referring to the fame time, come out of her, my 
people, &c. or come to me, who have been the 
dwelling-place of my people in all generations, a 
ftrong habitation to which they: may continually 
refort, Pf. xc. 1. and Ixxi, 3. or come along with 
me, I’ll lead you to a place where you may be fafe; 
as he did Noah and his family into the ark, to 
which there may be an allufion,- Gen. vil. 1, 16. 
enter thou into thy chambers; alluding to perfons 
abroad in the fields, who when they perceive a 
ftorm coming, make hafte home, and get into 
their houfes, and into the more retired and fafer 
parts of them, till it is over; or to the J/raelites, 
who kept within the doors, whilft the deftroying 
angel pafied thro’ the land of Egypt; or to Rabab 
and her family being within her houfe, when Feré- 
cho was deftroyed: thefe chambers may be taken li- 
terally for places of prayer and devotion ; prayer 
being very proper to have recourfe unto in times 
of trouble, and which as it fhould be performed 
by fingle perfons privately, Mat, vi. 6. which text 
is a comment on this ; and perhaps refpect may be 
had to the manner of the performance of it by fo- 
cieties, in times of great perfecution ; fo it is the 
fafety of God’s people ; and there is nothing bet- 
ter for them in times of trouble, than to commit 
themfelves to God in prayer, and to his divine 
protection : ‘and it may be, that God himfelf, and 
the perfeétions of his nature, are here meant by 
chambers; his name is a ftrong tower, whither. the 
righteous run and are fafe, Prov. xviii. 10, and 
every perfection in him, is as a chamber in this 
tower, where the faints betaking themfelves, may 
fecurely lodge, till the trouble is over; as the ever- 
lafting love of God, which changes not,,and there- 
fore the fons of Facob ate not confumed; the faith- 
fulnei’ of God, in his covenant and promifes, which 
never fails ; and his power, in which they are kept, 
as in a garrifon, 1 Pez, i. 5.. and thefe chambers 
may not ‘be unfitly applied to Chrift, and to his 
lood and righteoufnefs, who is. an hiding place 
from the wind, and a covert from the, ftorm, a 
{trong hold for prifoners of hope; in whofe perfon 
are reft, peace, and fafety in the midit of trouble ; 
whofe righteoufhefs fecures from condemnation and 
wrath; and not good works, as the Targum, which 
it fays will protect in a time of diftrefs; but the 
righteoudnefs of Chrift will, as alfo his precious 
blood; which was typified by the blood of the 
paffover-lamb, fprinkled on the door-pofts of the 
Jjraelites, whereby they were preferved by the! de- 
itroying angel ; and was -fignified by the fcarlet- 
thread in Rahab’s window, the token by which her 
houfe was. known, and fo-all in it ‘faved. 
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Carth 5 to 


world ; to comm rt 
upon themfelves'fafe and fecure, und rf 
dence and proteétion. Some of the a 
chambers, underftand the graves, by} nota 
efpecially if the words are to be confidered in, 
nexion with the preceding, thus, fince, the 
faints will arife as fure as Chrift is rifen, . 
like manner as he, and thofe that fleep in th 
of the earth will awake and fing, then don’ 
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afraid of death and the grave ; enter here, ee 
your bed-chambers; where, being taken away from 
the evil to come, you’ll enter into peace, lie down 
and reft on your beds, in the utmoft feer 1 
fafety, until the refurrection-morn ; whillt- 

of divine wrath fall upon a wicked and, 
world; fee J/ Ivii. 1, 2. Fob, xiv..13 2, end, faubwow 
thy door about thee; a phrafe expreflive Ng ae a 
and fecrecy, and may be applied to, the feverall«. 
things above-mentioned : ide thyfelf as it were Fors. 

a little moment, until the indignation be over paft $y» 
not the indignation of fatan, or of wicked perfecu i. 
tors againft the faints, but the indignation of God3 jas) © 
and tae not upon his own people, or ont Fewyp ys. 
nation, but on a wicked world; not in hell», for: 3 
that will be everlafting, and never over, and much jos 
lefs be only for a little moment ; but as it will be gon 
in time, and fall upon all the nations of the world,» to 
and efpecially the Romi/h antichrift, and the anti- 9 
chriftian ftates; and refers chiefly to the feven vials.” 
of God’s wrath, which will be poured forth upons; 
them ; which when they begin, will foon be over; — 
fee J/. xxxiv. 2. Rev. xvi. 1. and fo will be, th « 
burning of the world, the laft inftance of Ged ss 


indignation on earth, it will foon be at an end: 


and in the mean while; the faints will be with Chrife _ | 


in the air; and thofe troubles, in which,the peo- 
ple will be involved before happy times Soiecuaetibane 
be very fhort ; as indeed all their afflictions are but . 
for a moment, a little moment; the temptation that. . 
will come upon all the earth, to try the inhabitants | 
of it, will be but an hour; and the laying, of the} 
witneffes, and their lying flain, will be but three. 
days and a half; this time of trouble will be fhort-) ~ 
ened for the elects fake, Matt. xxiv. 21,22. Rev. 
7—11. compare with this Pf... 
Ivii. 1. =a 
y. 21. For behold, the Lord cometh out of bis placey, 
&c.] God, as omniprefent, is every, where, and 
can’t be properly faid to quit one place, and g 
another ; but as heaven is the feat of his, ma 
and where he more manifeftly difplays his g 
when he is faid to do any thing remai 
earth, he is faid to come out of his. ph 
come down thither, Mc. i, 3. efpecially i 
ertion of his power and juftice, in a wa 
nifhment of fin; which is his aét, his 
and comes off from his throne of ‘grace 
in which he delights: the allufion is 
leaving his throne and palace, to. go : 
an enemy abroad, or to quell and 
lious fubjeéts : fome reference t nay 
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ward part of it, and comi 
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with which may be compe 


ene i. pS 


the earth for their iniquity ; 
< : ya i 
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; r 
10. for thofe are diftinguithed from, the Lord’s, 


people; but carnal, worldly, and. earthly men, 
particularly the followers of antichrift, called the 
inhabiters of the earth, who have committed for- 
ni¢ation with the whore of Rome, Rev. xvii. 2. and 
xviii. 3. thefe the Lord will punifh for their ini- 
quity; for he punifhes none but for fin, even for 
their idolatries, adulteries, forceries, thefts and mur- 
ders, particularly their fhedding of innocent blood, 


as follows ; and therefore their punifhment will be. 


juft, God will remember their iniquities, and re- 


taliate; fee Rev. ix. 20, 21. and xviii. 5. and xix. | 


2: the earth alfo fhall difclofe ber blood, and feall no 
more cover her flain ; when God fhall make inqui- 


M Sed G77, 139 


fition for; blood’; ‘thé blood. of all his faints and 


prophets will’ be found ih myftical Badylon, and 


what was hid and’ covered, or thought to be fo, 
wiil now be difcerned, and brought to light, and 
jutt punifhment inflicted for it, Rev. xviii. 24, and 
xvi. 5, 6,7. unlefs this fhould rather denote the 
great effufion of blood and carnage that will be 
made, ‘fo that the earth will not be able to. drink 
it in, and the flain will lie unburied on it;, fee 
Rev, xi. 13. and xiv. 20. and xix.17, 18. The 
Targum favours the former fenfe, ** and ‘the earth 
** fhall reveal the innocent blood that is fhed on 
“¢ it, and fhall no more cover her flain,” vis, 


CHAP. XXVII. 


ines chapter refers to the fame times as } here meant, either the king of Egypt, compared to 


the two foregoing ones; and is a continua- 
tion of the fame fong, or rather a new one on the 


{uch a fea-monfter, becaufe of the river Nilz, that 


} watered his country; fee Hzek. xxix. iii, and xxxii. 


fame occafion ; it is prophetical of the laft times, }2. others, the king of Babylon, which city was 


and of what fhall be done in them, as the deftruc- 
tion of the antichriftian powers, and fatan at the 


fituated by the river Euphrates, and is defcribed as 
dwelling on many waters, Yer. li. 13. and others, 


head of them, y¥. 1. the happy ftate of the church, | the king of Tyre, which was fituated in the fea ; 


and its fruitfulnefs under the care and protection of 
the Lord, and his affection for it, ¥. 2, 3, 4. its 
peace, profperity, and flourifhing condition, y. 5, 
6. the nature, ufe, and end of all its afflictions 
and chaftifements, ¥. 7, 8,9. the ruin and deftruc- 
tion ‘of the city of Rome, and its inhabitants, and 
of its whole jurifdiction, ¥. 10, 11. a great gather- 
ing and converfion of the Lord’s people, both 
Fews and Gentiles, by the miniftry of the gofpel, 
¥. 2058; 


y. 1. In that day the Lord with bis fore and great 
and firong fword, &c.] Meaning either the fword 
of the fpirit, the word of God, quick and power- 
ful, and fharper than a two edged fword,. EpA. vi. 
17. Heb. iv. 12. or elfe fome fore judgment of 
God: fome underftand it of the Medes and Per- 
fiaus, by whom the Lord would deftroy the Ba- 
bylouife monarchy ; or rather it is the great power of 
God, or his judiciary fentence, and the execution 
of it, the fame with the two edged fword, which 
proceeds out of the mouth of the word .of God, 
by which the antichriftian kings and their armies 
will be flain, Rev. xix. 15, 21.2 ball punifh: Levia- 
than the piercing ferpent', even Leviathan that crooked 
ferpent, and he foall flay the dragon that is inthe fea , 
by which are meant, not literally creatures focalled, 
tho’ the Za/mud * interprets them of the whales, the 
‘leviathan male and female; but myftically earthly 
princes and potentates, for their great power and 
authority, their cruelty and voraciouinefs, their 
craft and cunning ; fo the Zargum and Aben Exra 
interpret them of the kings of the earth; and are 
to be underitood either of diftinét perfons, or coun- 
tries, they rule over; fome think three are pointed 
at, as the Egyptians, Affyrians and Edomites, or Ro- 
mans, fo Farchi ; or the Greeks, Turks, and Judians, 
as Kimchi. The Targum is, ‘* he fhall punith the 
“¢ king who is magnified as Pharaob the firft, and 
*" she Laing that is exalted as Senuacherid the fecond, 
*¢ and fhall flay the king that is ftrong, as the 
“«« dragon’ (or whale) that is in the fea.” Some 
are of opinion that only one perfon or kingdom is 

Rad, T2110) Ba i . Sa a4 
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1 Or boom or bar-ferrent, ferpéntem vedem; V.L. and Montanus ; the 

or fea . which often lies itretched out before a creek, like a boom, to block up the paflage ; and is foon bent, in a 
_ and is foon agai in a ftrait line, like a pole or beam. See his hiftory of Norway, p. 206, 207. 
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ormeéen, 
curve, in fo! 


Bava Bathra, fol. 74 23 
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it feems moft ‘likely that all tyrannical oppreffors 
and cruel, perfecutors of the church are intended, 
who fhall be deftroyed ; and particularly Rome pa- 


gan, fignified by a red dragon, Rev. xii. 3. and 


Rome papal, by a beaft the dragon gave his power 
to, which rofe out of the fea, and by another out 
of the earth, which {poke like a dragon, Rev. xiii, 
I, 2, 11. both the eaftern and weiftern antichrifts 
may be included ; the eaftern antichrift, the Turk, 
whofe dominions are large, like the waters of the 
feai; and the weftern antichrift, the whore of Rome, 
defcribed as fitting on many waters, Rev, xvii. 1, 
both which are comparable to ferpents and dragons 
for their cruelty «and poifon ; moreover fatan, at 
the head of all thefe, called the dragon, the old 
ferpent, and devil, muft be taken into the account, 
who is the Jaft enemy that will be déftroyed ; he 
will be taken and bound a thoufand years, and then, 
being loofed, will be retaken, and caft into the lake 
of fire, where the beaft and falfe prophet be, Rev. 
xx. 15.2, 10. Kimchi thinks this prophecy belongs 
to the times of Gog and Magog. F 
yv.2. Jn that day fing ye unto ber, &c.| The 
congregation of J/rael, as the Targum; or rather 
the church of Chrift, for after, “and upon the de- 
{truétion of his, and her enemies, there will be 
great rejoicing and finging alternately, and by re- 
iponfes, as the word fignifies; fee Rev. xv. 1, 2, 3. 
and xix. 1-7. Guffetius* renders it, affié? her, as 
if fpoken by the Lord to the enemies to do their 
worft to her, and he would take care of her, that 
it fhall be in vain, and to no purpofe, fince he 
would keep her: @ vineyard of red wine; as the 
people of the ews are compared to one, // v, 1— 
7. fo is the church of Chrift under the gofpel- 
difpenfation ; fee Cant. viii. 11, 12. Matt, xx. 1. 
a vineyard is a fpot of ground feparated from 
others, and the church and people of God are fe- 
parated from the reft of the world by electing, re- 
deeming and calling grace ; a vineyard is a place 
fet with various vines, fo is the church; there is 
Chrift the true vine, the principal one, which ftands 
im the firft place, Fohn. xv. 1. and there are par- 
; aX) .ticular 


fame, as the Bifhop of Bergen thinks, with the fe 
k T. Bab. 
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ticular congregated churches, which. belong to the | 
vineyard, the general or catholic church, Cant, il. | 
13, 15. and there are particular believers that may. 
be fo called, Cant. vi. 11. and vii. 12. moreover, 
fometimes in vineyards other trees are» planted be- 
fides vines, as barren fig-trees, Luke xiii. 6, 7. and, 
fo there are in the vifible church of God nominal 
believers, carnal profefiors, trees without fruit ; 
there are no true vines but fuch as are engrafted 
and planted in Chrift, and who, thro’ union to 
him, and abiding in him, bring forth fruit; a) 
vineyard is the property of fome one perfon, as this 
is ot Chrift, whofe it is by his own choice, by his 
father’s gift, by inheritance, by purchafe, as well 
as itis of his planting, and under his care; vine- 
yards are valuable, pleafant, and profitable, but 
expofed to beafts of prey, and therefore tobe fen- 
ced and guarded ; all which may be applied to the 
church ot Chrift, which fhall, in the latter day efpe- 
cially, be very fruitful, and anfwer to this cha- 
racter given her in this fong, a vineyard of red 
wine; the allufion is to fuch a vineyard, in which 
vines grow, that bring forth grapes, productive of 
the beft wine, as the red was reckoned in the eaft- 
ern countries ; fee Gen. xlix..12. Prov. xxiii. 31. 
and fo Farchi and Kimchi interpret it; this is a 
vineyard very different from that in JZ v. 5, 6, 7. 
and from the vine of J/rael, Hof. x. 1. the fruit of 
it fignified by red wine, may intend the graces of 
the ipirit, which like grapes, the fruit of the vine, 
grow in clufters; where one is, all of them are, 
and come from Chrift, the vine, from whom all the 
fruit of divine grace is found; and which receive 
their tincture from the blood of Chrift, their vigour 
and their ufefulnefs ; and may be faid like wine to 
chear the heart of God and man, Judg. ix. 13. 
grace when in exercife is delightful to God and 
Chrift, Cant. iv. 9, 10. and gives pleafure to other 
faints, P/’ xxxiv. 1, 2. and as the fruit of the vine 
muft be {queezed e’re the liquor can be had, fo the 
graces of the fpirit are tried by afflictive difpen- 
{ations of providence, by which the: precioufnefs 
and ufefulnefs of them are made known; more- 
over, the fruits of righteoufnefs, or good works, 
may be alfo intended, by which the graces of faith 
and repentance are evidenced, and which, when per- 
formed aright, are acceptable to God thro’ Chritt, 
and profitable to men; and for thefe fruits of grace 
and good works, the church will be famous in the 
‘latter day. 
¥. 3. Lthe Lord do keep it, 8cc.] The vineyard, 
the church, not only by his minifters, called: the 
keepers of it, Cant. vill. 12. but by himfelf, by 
his own power; for unlefs he keeps it, who is 
Tfrael’s keeper, the watchmen wake in vain; he 
keeps his church, and people from fin, that it does 
not reign over them; and trom fatan’s temptations, 
that they are not deftroyed by them; and from the 
malice of the world, and the poifon of falie teach- 
ers, that they are not ruined thereby; and from a 
final and total falling away; the Lord’s preferva- 
tion of his church and people will be very mani- 
feft in the latter day: J «will water it every:moment 
both more immediately with the dews of his grace, 
and the difcoveries of his love; that being like dew, 
it comes from above, is according to the fovereign 
will of God, without the defert of man, falls in 
_ the night, filently, gently, and infenfibly, and greatly 
retrefhes and makes fruitful, Hof, xiv. 5, 6, 7. and 
more immediately by the miniftry of the word and 


"t mp>y T5) 1D ne forte vifiteteam, Munfter, Pagninus, 
blus, and Ben Melech, 
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-gofpel, who water as well : 


ple, who was he to deal with them 


‘unable to bear his wrath and fury, 


° Comment. Ebr. p. 668, 66 


ordinances, by his reachers | ft 
: » 1 Cor, itis O57 
8. thefe are the clouds he fends about to let d 
the rain of the gofpel upon his church and peop 
by which they are revived, refrefhed, and-m 
fruitful, J v..6. and lv, 10, 11. and_this be 
done every moment, fhews, as the care of God, an 
his conftant regard to his people, fo that witho 
the frequent communications of his gr. 
conftant miniftration of his word and ordinan 
they would wither and become fruitlefs; but by 
means of thefe, they are as a watered garden, whol 
{prings fail not, J/: lviii. 11: lef any burt it, as 
would fatan, who goes about as a roaring lios 
feeking whom he may. devour ; and the men of.th 
world, who are the boar out of the wood, 4 
wild beaft of the field, that would wafte and 
{troy the vineyard; and falfe teachers, who are the 
foxes that would fpoil the vines, 1 Pet. y. 8. 
Ixxx. 13. Cant. ii. 15. but to prevent any fuc 

hurt and. damage, the Lord undertakes to keep 
the church, his vineyard himfelf, which he repeats 
with {ome addition, to declare the certainty of it ; 
or, left be vifit it™, that is, an enemy, as\fome* 
fupply it; left he fhould break down the hi 
and puth into it, and wafte it; or Jehovah hin 

that is, as Gufetivs ° interprets it, whilft Jehor 
the Father, y. 1. is ftriking Leviathan, or in 
ing his judgments upon his enemies, Jehovah 1 
Son promifes to take care of his vineyard, the’ 
church, that the vifitation does’ not affeét them, 
and they are not hurt by it, but are fafe and fecure’ 
from it; which is a much better fenfe than that of, 
Kimchi mentioned by him, I will water. it every 
moment, ‘hat not one leaf of it foould fail; the 
fame is obferved by Ben Melech, as the fe iven 


O! Ae 


a] 


ay 


by Donefo Ben Labrat: I-awill keep it might and 
day; that is, continually, for he never flumbers” 
nor fleeps ; he has kept, and will keep, his church 


and people, thro’ all the viciffitudes of night and 
day, of adverfity and profperity, they come into : 
how great is the condeicenfion of the Lord 2 ake 
upon him the irrigation and prefervation of his 
people! how dear and precious muft they be to 
him! and what a privilege is it to be in fuch a 
plantation as this, watered and defended by the 
Lord himfelf ! vivian a ia 

¥. 4: Fury is not inme, &c.] Againft his vine- 
yard he takes fo much care of, his church and 
people, whom he has loved with an. everlafting 
love; they are indeed deferving of his wrath, but 
he has not appointed them to it, but has appoint 
his Son to bear it for them, who has delivered the 
from wrath to come, and they being juftified | 
his blood and righteoufnefs, are faved fron 
and tho’ the Lord chaftizes them for the 
yet not in wrath and fore difpleafure ; | 
wrath or fury in his heart towards the 
exprefied in the difpenfations of his 
who would fet the briers and. thorns againf 
battel? either fuggefting the weaknels of 


and corruptions deferved, for whi 
compared to thorns and briers, 


thorns could withftand a confuming fir 
intimating, that fhould fuch ns 
vineyard, the church, as often do, Co! 
briers and thorns fr unfruitfulr 
profitablenefs, for” nd mifch 


Tigurine verfion, 
9 le 
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and the grief and trouble ive to the e 
of God, as hypocrites a ee teachers, Lain 
fuch as are of unfound principles, and bad lives 
and converfations, and which are very offenfive to 
the Lord; and therefore, tho’ there is no fury in 
him againft his vineyard, the church, yet there is 
again{t thofe briers and thorns, wicked men, whom 
he accounts his enemies, and will fight againft them 
in his wrath, and confume them in his fury ; fee 
2 Sam. xxiii. 6, 7. Jf. xxxiii. 14.: I would go thro’ 
them; or, frep into it’; the vineyard, where thofe 
-briers or thorns are fet and, grow up; the mean- 
ing is, that he would ftep into the vineyard, and 
warily and cautioufly tread there, left he fhould 
hurt any of the vines, true believers, whilft he is 
plucking up and deftroying the briers and thorns ; 
or contending in a warlike manner with carnal and 
hypocritical profeflors : I would burn them together, 
or, J would burn out of it*; that is, gather out of 
the vineyard the briers and thorns, and bind them 
up in bundles, as the tares in the parable, which 
fignify the fame as here, and burn them, or ut- 
terly deftroy them; tho’ the words may be ren- 
dered, who will give, or fet me a brier and thorn in 
battel, that I foould go againjt it, and burn it up to- 
gether, or wholly‘; and the meaning is, who fhall 
irritate or provoke me to be as a brier and thorn, 
to hurt, grieve, and diftrefs my people, to caufe 
me to go into them, and againft them, in a mi- 
litary way, in wrath and fury to confume them? 
no one fhall. This rendering, and fenfe, well agree 
with the firft claufe of the verfe. erom renders it 
thus, who will make me an adamant ftone ? as the 
word Shamir is rendered in Ezek. ili. 9. Zech. vii. 
12. and gives the fenfe, who will make me hard 
and cruel, fo as to overcome my nature, my cle- 
mency, to go forth in a fierce and warlike manner, 
‘and walk upon my vineyard, ‘which before I kept, 
and burn it, which I had hedged about ? 
_y. 5. Or let bim take hold of my firength, &c.] 
Not on the law, as the Targum and Kimchi, but 
on Chrift, as Ferom rightly interprets it; who is 
the ftrength and power of God, the man of his 
right-hand he has made {trong for himfelf; a ftrong 
tower, as the word fignifies, a rock of defence, to 
whom faints may betake themfelves, and be fafe ; 
in him they have righteoufnefs and ftrength ; in 
‘people of God, any and every one of them, when 
afflicted and chaftized by him particularly, and are 
ready to conclude that he is wroth with them, and 
is dealing with them in hot difpleafure ; let fuch 
look to Chrift, and lay hold, and a {trong hold on 
him by faith, which will be greatly to their ad- 
vantage and fupport. The Targum and Farchi ren- 
der }& tranflated or, by if; and then the words are 
to be read thus, if be will, or fhould, take hold of 
my jirength, or fortrefs*; or as fome render them, 
“O that he would’, &c. it follows, that be may 
make peace with me, and he foall make peace with 
ime , or rather, be fall make peace with me, peace 
foall be make with me. The phrafe is doubled for 
the certainty of it ; and the meaning is, not that 
the believer who lays hold by faith on Chrift, Je- 
ah’s ftrength, fhall make peace with him; which 
-is.not in the power of any perfon to do, no not the 


’ 2 21 ups gradiar in eam ; fo fome in Varablas ; caute ingrediar eam, Pifcator. 
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him is everlafting ftrength. The fenfe is, let the. 
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believer by his faith, repentance, or good works, 
but Chrift the power of God, on whom he lays’ 
hold, he'fhall make peace, as he has, by the blood 
of his crofs, and 1s the only peace-maker; and 
hereby the believer may fee himfelf reconciled to 
God, and at peace with him; and therefore may 
comfortably conclude under every providence, that 
there is no fury in God towards him. <i 
¥.6. He shall caufe them that come of facob to 
take root, &c.] That is, the pofterity of Facob; 
the feed of J/rael, in a fpiritual fenfe; fuch who are 
I/raelites indeed, in whom there is no guile; thefé 
fhall be fo far from being plucked up, or rooted 
out of the vineyard, the church, that they fhall 
take deeper root, and their roots fhall fpread yet 
more and more; they fhall be rooted and grounded 
in the love of God, and alfo in Chrift, and be built 
up in him, as well as firmly fettled and eftablifhed 
in the church, Epé. iii. 17. Col. ii. 7. or, them that 
come to ‘facob“; profelytes unto him, converted 
Gentiles, that come to the church of Chrift, figni- 
fied by Yacob, and give up themfelves unto it, and 
are added to it, thefe fhall take root. The words 
may be rendered, in days to come, he /ball caufe 
Jacob to take root, or, he fhall take root, as Aben 
Ezra, Farchi, and Ben Melech fapply the words ; 
and fo they area prophecy of the ftability and 
profperous eftate of the church in the latter day : 
Lfrael foall bloffom and bud, and fill the face of the 
world with fruit ; which may be underftood of the 
fruits of grace and righteoufhefs, which fhall ap- 
pear upon the people of God, in all parts of the 
world ; or of the great number of converts every 
where ; fo the Targum, by fruit underftands chil- 
dren’s children ; the fenfe is, that when the church 
of God, in the latter day, is fettled and eftablifhed, 
grounded in Chrift, and in the doctrines of grace, 
it fhall be in very flourifhing and fruitful circum- 
ftances, abounding in grace and good works, and 
with numbers of converts; it fhall be’ like the 
muftard-tree, when it becomes fo great a tree, as 
that the birds of the air make their nefts in it ; 
and as the ftone cut out of the mountain without 
hands, when it becomes a great mountain, and fills 
the whole earth, Mast. xiii. 31, 32. Dan. ii. 35. 
compare with this chap. xxxvii. 31. © 
¥. 7. Hath be {mitten him, as he fmote thofe that 
fmote him? &c.| No; the Lord does fmite his 
people by afflictive difpenfations of his providence, 
he {mites them in their perfons, and families, and 
eftates ; fee chap. lvii. 17. as he fmote Mrae/, by 
fuffering them to be carried captive, and as the 
ews are now {mitten. by him in their. prefent ftates 
yet not as he fmote Pharaoh, with his ten plagues, 
and him and his hoft at the red-fea; or. as he 
{mote Sennacherib and his army, by an angel, in 
one night ; or as Amalek was {mitten, and its me- 
mory perifhed; or as he will fmite myftical Ba- 
bylon, which will be utterly deftroyed ; ‘all which 
have been fmiters of God’s J/rael, who, tho’ finit- 
ten of God, yet not utterly deftroyed; the Fews 
returned from captivity, and tho’ now they are 
{cattered abroad, yet continue a people, and will 
be faved. God deals differently with his own*peo- 
ple, his myftical and fpiritual J/rae/, than with their 
enemies that fmite them; he afflicts them, but 
does 
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"y. 8.. In meafure, when it fhooteth forth, thou 
wilt debate with it, &c.|. Or, when he fendeth it 
forth* ; when God fends forth an affliction on his 
people, or gives it a commiffion to them, as all 
are fent by him, he does it with moderation; he 
proportions it to, their ftrength, and will not fuffer 
them to be afflicted above what they are able to 
bear ;. and as in afflicting, he debates and contends 
with his people, having a controverfy with them, 
fo he contends with the affliction he fends, and 
debates the point with it, and checks and corrects 
it, and will not fuffer it to go beyond due bounds; 
and: in: this the afflictions of God’s people differ 
from the afflictions of others, about which he is 
carelefs and unconcerned: he ftayeth his rough wind 
in the day of his eaft wind; when affiictions, like a 
bluftering and blafting eaft wind, threaten much 
mifchief, and to carry all before them; Jehovah, 
from whom they have their commiffion, and who 
holds the winds in his fift, repreffes them, ftops 
the violence of them, and gradually abates the 
force of them, and quite ftills them, when they 
have anfwered the end for which they are fent: or 
be meditateth’; or fpeaketh, as archi interprets it, 
by his rough wind in the day of bis eaft wind, God 
fometimes meditates hard things againft his people, 
and fpeaks unto them by the rough difpenfations of 
his providence, admonifhes them of their fins, and 
brings them to. a fenfe and acknowledgment of 
them, which is his view in fuffering them to befal 
them: or, Ae removes by his rough wind.*; their 


fruit; fo Kimchi interprets it; as a rough wind 


blows off the bloffoms and fruits, fo the Lord by 
afflictions removes the unkind, bloffoms and bad 
fruit from his people, their fins and tranfgteffions, 
as it follows. 7 

¥.9. By this therefore fhall the iniquity of Facob 
be purged, &c.| Or expiated, or atoned*, not that 
affiictions are atonements for fin, or give fatis- 
faétion to divine juftice for it; but they are the 
means of bringing the Lord’s people to a fenfe of 
their fins, and to repentance and humiliation for 
them, and confeffion of them, and of leading them 
to the blood and facrifice of Chrift, by which they 
are expiated and atoned, and which the  fpirit of 
God brings near, and applies unto them; whereby 
their fins, they are conyicted of by means of afflic- 


‘bited by men: there fhall the! eee 
tions, and. which lay heavy upon their confciences, | poraim, as Farchi, from Fer. x . P82 ne er 


are purged away, and removed from them; amd | king of Egypt, as Kimchi, 3 from n fer 


eam, Montanus. 


OR 
* YW oceiforum. ejus, Montanus ; interfeati illius, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator. ». md in emi 
Y S357 meditatus eft, V.L. fo it is ufed in Pf. i, 2. Ic fometimes intendsa 


by what follows ; unlefs the fin of the preferit’ “ 


in their difbelief and reje€tion of the Meffia - 
be rather intended; which} thro’ their lone afflicl - 
tion they will be convinced of in ‘the lattef s 
and it will be taken away from them, and” be” 
purged and expiated thro’ the atoning facrificé OF” 
Chnift, the Saviour and deliverer, they" will “ém=" 
brace, Rom. xi. 25, 26: when be maketh al} be 
Jtones of the altar as chalk-ftones that are Beaten tn 
Junder ;:that is, wher Facob, or the people” of thé ° 
Jews, being convinced of their idolatry by their * 
afflictions, fhall pull dowm alk their idolatrous al2 
tars; perhaps particularly referring’ to ‘that which 
haz made, 2 Kings xvi. 10, 1, 12. and remove 
the ftones: thereof, and break them to pieces) as” 
chalk-ftones for lime, which is eafily done’ #be* 
Sroves and the images fhall not ftand up’; ere} to be: 
worfhipped, but fhall be thrown down, demolifhed) ~ 
and broke to pieces ;. and by thus abandoning’ their » 
idols and idolatrous practices, they will fhew the fenfe- 
they have of their fins, and the fincerity of their 
repentance ; and it is to be obferved, that the Fews ° 
atter their return from the Babyloni/h captivity, néver 
practifed idolatry more, not in the literal fenfe§~ 
perhaps fome re{pect may be had here ‘to’ the *time * 
when they fhall look on him, whom they ave’ 
pierced, and mourn; and when they fhall renounce” 
all their legal facrifices, traditions of the elders, and ° 
their own righteoufhefs, their idols, and look alone? 
to the facrifice of Chrift, and declare againft all the 
idolatry of the church of Rome, and all antichriftian \ 
worthip. * aye) a ale 
¥. 10: Yet the defenced city hall be deflate, Bay 
Or but, or notwithfanding»; tho’ thie sore eal 
mercifully with his own people, and’ mixes ' 
with their afflictions, and caufes them to iifie well,” 
and for their good; yet he does "not déal* 6 with 
others; his and their enemies : for by the? defented’ 
city, is not meant Feru/alem, as many iterpret Ht,” 
fo Kimchi; nor Samaria, as Aben Ezra? nor Viteral” 
Babylon, ‘as others; but myftical’ Badyloay the city? 
of Rome, and the whole Roman, or antichri ; 
jurifdiction, called'the great and migbiy city, Red.’ 
xviii. 10. which will be deftroyed, become *défe- 
late, or alone *, without inhabitants and dhe babe 
tation forfaken and left Vike a wilderhels OF babita= 
tions; the fingular for the plural ;' evén Beatt 
ones, as the word * fignifies, sis theta 


4 


a € 


the pope and cardinals, ‘and other prine 
men, which, upon the’ deftruction “of 
‘be deferted, and ‘become as‘a wild 


Lee 


mf 


fuch as the roaring of a lion, I. xxxi. 4. and Guffetius here interprets it of thunder, Ebr. Comment. p-'202. fo Cattalio rendess” 


it, fonans fuo duro fpiritu. 


= Removit’ in vento 


Tigurine verfion, Pifcator ; fo Ben Melech obferves that the word has the fignification of removing 
a —p>’ es neg me Pagninus, Montanus ; expiabitur, Pifcator. 1 8 oD fed, 
© “77 folitaria, Pagninus, Montanus, Junias & Tremelii % 


tamen, nihilominus, Calvin. 2:6 
amonum habitaculum, Tigurine verfion, Pifcator, 


om > 
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uo duro, Pagninus, Montanus; remo 
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Ch, xxviiny. 11-13, JS 4 1 Aw. 


the, that fhall attack. the city, and {poil 
va fibltance, as the J iy se 2 be 30. 
but literally, and which is put for all other cattel, 
or beafts of the field that fhould feed here, without 
any moleftation or difturbance : there fhall be lie 
down, and confume the branches thereof, which the 


Targum interprets of the army belonging to the 


city ; it denotes the utter deftruétion ot it, and its 
inhabitants ;, fee Rev, xviii. 2. Some of the Fewi/b 


writers ¢ interpret. this paflage of Edom or Rome, 
and of the Meffiah being there to take vengeance 
on it. 


_ x. 11. When the boughs thereof are withered, they 
foall be broken off, &c.| This city is compared to 
a tree, whofe branches are not only gnawed and 
confumed by cattel, as in the former verfe, but 
which, in a hot dry fummer are withered and dried 
up, and fo are eafily broken, and are fit for nothing 
but the fire ; hence it follows : the women come and 
fet.them on fire 5 or gather them ‘, in order to burn 
them ; as is commonly done with withered bran- 


ches, ohn xv. 6. it may defign the burning of 


the whore of Rome, by the kings of the earth; 
for as antichrift is fignified by a woman, fo the ten 
kings that fhall hate her, and burn her flefh with 
fire, may be fignified by women; fee Kev. xvii, 16. 
‘The word here ufed fignifies to illuminate, or give 
light, which, is done when wood is fet on hre ; 
hence the Vulgate Latiz_renders it, women coming, 
and teaching it ; and {o the Targum, “< women fhall 
<< come into the houfe of their Gods, and teach 
é« them ;”. as the woman Jezabel doés, Rev. ii. 20. 
the former fenfe is. beft,: for it is @ people of no un- 
derftanding , or underfiandings that is, the people 
that inhabit. the above city, they are fortifh and 
ftupid, have no.underftanding of God and divine 
things,.of the fcriptures, and the doctrines of 
them; among whom this maxim obtains, that 
ignorance is the mother of devotion ; they are un- 
r a judicial blindnefs, are given up to ftrong de- 
lufions, to believe a lie, 2 Zhe/. ii. 10, 11: there- 
fore be that made them, will not have mercy on them 
and be that formed them, will foew them no favour ; 
but his wrath fhall be poured out upon them to the 
uttermoft, which will be fulfilled in the feven vials, 
and in the deftruction of Rome, and the everlafting 
ruin of the worfhippers of the man of fin, fee 
Rev. xvi. 1—19. and xviii, 19. and xiv. 10, 11. no 
argument can be taken from mens being God’s crea- 
tures and offspring, and from his being the former 
and maker of them, to their falvation ; or becaufe 
they are fo, therefore fhall be faved, when they are 
finful and fottifh ; for being like brutes without 
underftanding, they fhall perifh as they, without 
mercy. hots ‘ on 
y. 124. And it foall come to pafs in that day, &c.] 
When the fong, will be fung, y. 2, 3. when God will 
ar.to have taken particular care of his church, 


work :, that the Lord foall beat of 
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tree, or to the beating | ain from the. 
and fignifies the feparsting Pe fe tiple ie 
effectual vocation: from the reft of the world ; as- 
the fruit beaten off is feparated from the tree, and’ 
corn beaten out is posse toe the ear’ and chaff; ’ 
for this beating off does not intend judgment, but 
mercy; and is done not ‘by the. rod of affiiétion,’ 
but by the rod of the L 's ftrength fent out of* 
Zion, even the gofpel, the power of God to. fal-- 
vation ; which in the miniftration of it fhould reach, : 
from the channel of the river to the fiream of -Exypts 
from the river Euphrates; on the banks of which® 
was the city of Balylon, to the river Nile in Keypt,” 
which were the limits and boundaties of the Jand’ 
of Lrael, Deut. xi. 24. Fofh.i. 4. and xiii. 3. and. 
in which places ‘many Fews * were, or would’ be,: 
as in the following verfe. The Septuagint verfion 
is, “ from the ditch of the river to ‘Rbinocorura 7 
which, Yerom fays, is a town on the borders of 
Egypt and Paléftine. "The meaning is, that the 
Lord would find out’ his people, wherever they. 
were, in thofe parts, and feparate, and call ther 
by his grace, and gather them to himfelf, and to 
his church and. people, as follows: and ye foall be 
gathered one by one, O ye children of Ifrael ; as fruit 
is gathered up, when beaten off of the tree ; and 
the phrafe one dy one, denotes either the fewnelS of 
them, and the gradual manner in which they will 
be gathered ; or rather, fince this fenfe does not fo 
well duit with the converfion of the Yews, which 
will be of a nation at once; it may fignify the 
completenefs of this work, that they fhall be every 
one gathered, not one fhall be left or loft, but: ail 
Ifraet thall be faved ; or it may be‘alfo expreftive 
of the conjunétion of them, and union of: thetn 
one to another, in the gofpel-church-ftate, into 
which they fhall be gathered, as fruit beaten’ off} 
and gathered up, is laid together in a ftore-houfe? 
To this fenfe agrees the Targum; ‘ye fhall be 
** brought near one to another, O ye children ‘of 
“ec Lfrael A394 wy Ge ‘ 
¥.13. And it hall come to pafs in that day, 8&el} 
When the Lord is about to do the above things, 
and in order to it. The Talmudifts * apply ‘this 
text to the world to come, or times of the Mefiiah} 
when the ten tribes fhall be returned :‘ that the great 
trumpet foall be blown; meaning not’ the edict of 
proclamation of Cyrus, but the miniftration of the 
gofpel, called a trumpet, in allufion to thofe that 
were ordered by Mo/es to be made for the congre! 
gation of Jjrael, Numb. x.1,2. or to thelJubileé 
trumpet, Lev. xxv. 8. or-with refpect to any trum= 
pet giving a mufical fourid; the gofpel being a joy- 
ful found, a found of love, grace, and mercy thro” 
Chrift, ‘of peace, pardon, righteouftief§, “and fal2 
vation by him ; and which may be called ‘a great 
one, the author of it, God; being great ;*and it 
is the effect ‘of great love, and the’ ptoduce of 
great wifdom’; it proclaims and publifhes great 
things, great promifes, great truths, and-a great 


| falvation; it gives a great found, which”has, and. 


will again ‘go into all the world, and reach to the 
ends of the earth; and has been, and will be, at- 
tended with great power: the lowing of it ‘intends 
the miniftry of the word, which to perform’ aright; 
requires ability and fkill ; and here it refpééts’ che 
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fpel-trumpet will be blown more clearly, and wi 

a any pee difcord,. and confufion ;. and more 
loudly, openly,. and publickly ; and more effectu- 
ally,. and to greater purpofe : and_ they fall come 
which were ready to perifh in the land of Alyria, and 
the outcafts in the land of Egypt s all mankind are 
in a perifhing condition, but all are not fenfible of 
it ; fome are, and they become fo thro’ the preach- 
ing of the word, attended with the power and fpi- 
tit of God; whereby they are convinced of fin, 
and of their loft eftate by nature; their confci- 
ences are loaded with guilt, their fouls are filled 
with a fenfe of wrath; they have a fight of fin, 
but not of a Saviour from it, or of the pardon of 
it ; they have a view of a broken law, which curfes 
and condemns, and of injured juftice brandifhing 
its fword againft them, but fee they have no righ- 
teoufnefs to fatisfy one or the other; and find them- 
felves in a ftarving condition, ready to perifh with 
hunger;, and. are like the wretched infant ca/? out 


G HAGE. 


N this chapter; the'ten tribes of J/rae/, and the 

© two tribes of Fudab and Benjamin, are threatned 
with divine judgments, becaufe of their fins and 
iniquities mentioned. The ten tribes, under the 
name of Ephraim, for their pride and drunkennefs, 
y. 1. the means of their deftruction, the Afyrian 
monarch, compared to a hail-ftorm, and a flood of 
mighty waters, ¥. 2. which deftruction, for their 
fins, is repeated, and reprefented as fudden and 


fwift ; when they would be like a fading flower, f 


and hafty fruit, ¥. 3, 4. and then, as for the two 
tribes, tho’ they had a glorious pringe at the head 
of them, who had a fpirit of wifdom and judgment 
for government, and of valour and courage for 
war, ¥. 5, 6. yet the generality of the people, led 
on by the example of prieft and prophet, went into 
the fame fenfual gratifications, as they of the ten 
tribes did, ¥. 7, 8. and became fottifh and unteach- 
able, and were like children juft taken from the 
breaft, and to be ufed as fuch, ¥. 9, ro, 11. and 
tho’ the doctrine propofed to be taught them, was 
fuch as, if received, would be of the greateft ad- 
vantage to them, for their comfort and refrefh- 
ment, yet it was refufed by them with the utmoft 
contempt ; which was to be their ruin, ¥. §2, 13. 
wherefore the rulers of erufalem are threatened 
with the judgments of God, which fhould come 
upon them night and day, the report of which 
would be a vexation to them; and from which 
they fhould not be fkreened by their covenant with 
death and-hell, or by their fhelters and. coverings 
with lies and falfehood, in which they placed their 
confidence, ¥. 14, £5, 17, #8, 39, 20, 2%, 22. in 
the midft of whiclr account, for the comfort of the 
Lord’s people, ftands a glorious prophecy, con- 
¢erning the fure foundation laid in Zion, on which 
all that are built are fafe and happy, ¥. 16. and 
the certainty of thefe jwdgments is illuftrated by 
the method which the plowman takes in fowing 
his corn, and threfhing it eut; for which he has 
inftruction and direction from the Lord of hofts, 
¥- 23, 24, 25, 26, 27,28, 29- 


¥. 1. Yo to the crown of pride, to the drunkards ' fi 
of Ephraim, &c.\ Or, of the drunkards of Ephraim ; | ftroyed, and. quickly gone 2; suhich ate ey 
od SR? Spee 


TOMSNOMSw SN wy Ny, ve cotoaes a ebriorum Ephraimi, Cocceing, Gataker. : 
® Lex. Talmud. ae 


™ ‘T”. Bab. Sabbat, fol. 147. 3. 


| any, but efpecially in profeffors of réligion, as" 
were, and ought to be declaimed againft or 
were drunkards in a metaphorical fenfe; ei 


nt a emer Nt Ubaegcat: hb 
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shiniftration of it in the latter day, when this go- | into-the open field, to the: Joatbirig of vts»perfore 


? 
and.thefe now, whether in Afjria or im Heypt; of ¢ 
wherever they are, the gofpel-trumpet will reath. 
them, and encourage them to come; and»power= 
ful. efficacious grace accompanying it, will engage 
and caufe them to come firft to Chrift, »as poor 
periflting finners, and venture their fouls. on him 
for life and falvation ; ‘they fhall come ‘to’ him in 


a. way of believing, for pardon, c | 


food, righteoufhefs, and life ;: and then’ th 
come to-his churches, and give up themfelves unto 


them, to walk with them: and shall worfhip the 
‘Lord in the boly mount at Ferufalem ; in the gofpel- 


church, fignified frequently by mount’ Zion and. 


SFerufalem ; fee Heb. xii. 22. where the Fewsfhalk 


come, when converted, and-join themfelvesy:and 
worfhip Ged internally andexternally, in fpixit and 
in truth: and it may be true of mount Zio, and 
of Ferufalem, in a literal fenfe; which»will be re- 
built, and inhabited by the ews, and. become a 
place of divine worthip.. hn eb ill pla 
$f ‘hint, gies 
XXVIIE. i deine nase aang 

i » Dears, 


or, O' crown of pride, O drunkards of Ephraiin; wie 


are both called upon, and a wo denounced! againft 
‘them. Epbraim is put for the ten tribes; who were 


drunk either in a hteral fenfe, for to the fin of 
drunkennefs were they addicted, Hof? vii. 5: “imax 
vi. 6. The Fews fay ™ that wine of Prugiatha, 


‘(which perhaps was a place’ noted for good wihe) 


and the waters of Diomafit (baths), cut off the ten 
tribes from J/rael ; which both Farché and Kimchi, 
on the place, make mention of; that is, as’ Bux 
torf * interprets it, pleafures and delights’ deftroyed 
the ten tribes. The inhabitants of Samaria) and 
the places. adjacent, efpecially were addiéted to this 
vice ; thefe places abounding with excellent’ wires. 


 Sichem, which were in thefe’ parts, is thotight"té 
tbe called, from the drunkennefs of its inhabitants, 


Sychar, Fobn iv. 5. this is # fin very un 


idolatry, the two calves being fet up*in Daw 


' Bethel, which belonged to the ten tribes; th 


the kings of the earth are faid to be” 


‘the wine of antichrift’s fornication, or thé idolatry 


of the church of Rome, Rev. xvii. '2. of ri ide 
and haughtinefs, being elated with the 4 nefs. 
of their country, their great affluence Seelaat 
and numbers of people; in all’ which théy'wér 
porns ‘and 


| fuperior to the tribes of Fadab and Benjan 


in which. they piqued themfelves, and are’ therefore 
called the crown of pride; and efpecially their Ki n 
may be meant, who was lifted up with pridé, tha 
he ruled over fuch a country and people; orrathe 
the city of Semaria, the metropolis OfMt 
tribes, and the royal city. ° ‘Perhaps there 
an allufion to the crowns wore by’ drunk 

their revels, and particularly’ by fach™whe 
mighty to drink wine thaaieal drink; “arid ove 
came others, and triumphed in ‘it’ p and fen 
fuality are the vices condemned, ‘ant they! fer i 
together: whofe’ glorious Beauty) hich’ lay in “the 
numbers of their inhabitants, in their’wealth atid 
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riches, and in their fruits of corn and/wine: is ¢@~ — 


ading flower, not to be depended: ony*foony de 
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of the fat vallies; meaning particularly the corn and 
wine, the harveft and vintage, with which the fruit- 
ful vallies being covered, looked very beautiful and 
glorious : very probably particular refpect: is’ had 
to Samaria, the head of the kingdom, and which 
was fituated on a hill, and furrounded with fruit- 
ful vallies ; for not Ferufalem is here meant, as 
Cocceius ; nor Gethfemane, by the fat vallies, as 
Ferom: of them that are overcome with wine; or 
fmitten, beaten, knocked down with it, as with a 
hammer, and laid proftrate on the ground, where 
they lie fixed to it, not able to get up; a true pic- 
ture of a drunkard, that is conquered by wine, and 
enflaved unto it; fee ¥. 3. 

y. 2. Bebold the Lord hath a mighty and ftrong 
one, cc.) That is, a powerful king, with a mighty 
army, meaning Sa/manefer king of Afjria ; whom 
the Lord had at his beck and command, and could 
ufe at his pleafure, as his inftrument, to bring 
down the towering pride of Ephraim, and chaftize 
him for his fenfuality : which as a tempeft of hail, 
that beats down herbs and plants, and branches of 
trees, and men and beafts: and a deftroying ftorm , 
which carries all before it, blows down houfes and 
trees, and makes terrible devaftation wherever it 
comes: as a flood of mighty waters overflowing ; 
whofe torrent is fo ftrong there is no ftopping it ; 
fo this mighty and powerful prince, fhall caft down 
to the earth with the band, the crown of pride, the 
people of I/rael, and the king of it; he fhall take 
the crown from his head, and caft it to the ground 
with a ftrong hand, as the Yews interpret it, with 
great violence ; or very eafily, with one hand, as 
it were, without any trouble at all. The Zargum 
is, ** fo fhall people come againft them; and re- 
** move them out of their own land into another 
*¢ Jand, becaufe of the fins which were in their 
s¢ hands ;” fee ch. viii. 7. 
 ¥. 3. The crown of pride, the drunkards of Ephraim, 
foall be trodden under feet.| Not only caft down with 
the-hand, but trampled upon with the feet; fhew- 
ing their utter deftruction, and the contempt with 
which they fhould be ufed, which, with their.cha- 
racter, is repeated, to point out their fins, the caufe 
of it, to denote the certainty of it, and that it 
might be taken notice of. 

¥. 4. And the glorious beauty which ison the head 
of the fat valley, &c.] Meaning the riches and 
fruitfulnefs of the ten tribes, and efpecially of Sa- 
maria the head of them: jhall be a fading flower ; 
as before declared, ¥. 1. and here repeated to fhew 
the certainty of it, and to awaken their attention 
to it : and as the hafty fruit before the fummer , the 
firft ripe fruit, that which is ripe before the fum- 
mer fruits in common are. The Septuagint render 
it the firft ripe fig; and fo the Targum and Aben 
Ezra: which while be that looketh upon it feeth it , 
that it is goodly and defirable, and fo gathers it, 
Mic. vii. 1 : while it is yet in bis hand be eateth it 
up; and as foon as he has got it into his hand, 
he can’t keep it there to look at, or forbear eating 
it, but greedily devours it, and fwallows it down 
at once; denoting what a defirable prey the ten 
tribes would be to the A/yrian monarch, and how 
fwift, fudden, and inevitable would be their de- 


ftruction. 
yt. 5. And in that day fall the Lord of hofts be 
fer a crown of glory, &c.] Or, glorious crown ® ; 


ep ardor, concuifi 
einen din Actes: s. 


& pro diademate ornante, Pifcator. 
Ven. LON. 5. 
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furrounding, adorning, arid protecting his péople; 
granting them his prefence; giving them his Grace, 
and large meafures of it; caufing them to live fo- 
berly, righteoufly; and godly: this ftands oppofed 
to the crown of pride betore-meritioned; ‘and refers: 
to the time when that fhould be trampled under. 
foot, or when the ten tribes fhould be carried into’ 
captivity, which was in the fixth year of Hezekial’s 
reign, 2 Kings xviii. to. at’ which time) and. in’ 
whofe reign, as well as in-the reign of Fefab; this’ 
prophecy had. its accomplifhment : and for a dia~ 
dem of beauty; or,. a. beautiful diadem*?; the fame 
as before, exptefied by different words; :fot the 
confirmation and illuftration of it : ante the refidue 
of bis peoples the Arabic verfion adds, in Egypt} 
the people that reriained: there; when» the “others 
were carried captive, but without any foundation) 
Jarchi interprets it of the righteous that were lefe 
in it, in Samaria, or in Ephraim; in the ten tribes! 
before fpoken of ; but it is to be underftood, as’ 
Kimchi obferves, of the other two tribes; Fudah 
and Benjamin, which remained in their own’ land, 
when others were carried captive; to whom God 
gave his favours, fpiritual and temporal, in the 
times of Hezekiah and Fofiah , and efpecially the 
former is meant, and who was a type of Chrift; 
to whom this paffage may be applied, who is the. 
glory of his people Jrae/; and fo the Targum pa- 
raphrafes it, ‘* in that day fhall the Meffiah of 
** the Lord of hofts be for a crown of joy ;” and 
Kimchi fays, their Rabbins expound this of the king 
Meffiah, in time to come; when both the kingly 
and prieftly glory fhould be reftored ; the one be- 
ing fignified by the crown of glory, the other by 
the diadem of beauty: | he 
¥. 6. And for a {pirit of judgment to him that fit- 
teth in gudgment; &c.|} That is, as the Lord would 
give honour and glory to the people in general, fo 
wifdom and prudence, a fpirit of judgment and 
difcerning, to the king in particular, who ‘fat on 
the throne of judgment to do juftice, and execute 
judgment among his fubjeéts: tho’ this need. not 
be reftrained to the king, but be applied to ali 
the judges and magiftrates in thé land, who fat. 
and heard caufes and complaints brought before 
them, for which they fhould be qualified by the 
Lord ; fo Aben Ezra interprets it of the Sanbedrim 3 
and for ftrength to them that turn the battel to the 
gate, as wifdom is promifed to the king and judges 
of the land, fo ftrength of body and mind, valour 
and courage, to the prince and his army; fo that 
they fhould turn.the battel, and caufe their ene- 
mies to fly before them, and purfue them -to the 
very gates of their cities, as Hezekiah did, 2 Kings 
xviii. 8. “The Syriac yerfion is, who turn the battel 
from the gate; who, when befieged, fally out upon 
the befiegers, and drive them from their gates; 
oblige them to break up-the fiege, and fly before 
them. ‘The Vulgate Latin verfion renders it, and 
Jtrength.to them that return from war to the gate; 
that come home victorious to their own houfes ; 
and fo the Zargum, * that he may give victory to 
“them that go otit in war, to return them in 
“< ‘peace to their own houfes.” ‘Wifdom in the ca- 
binet and courts of judicature, and courage in the 
camp, are two great bleffings to a nation, and 
ferve much to explain the glory and beauty before 

promifed. 
¥. 7s 


vino, Pagninus ; pereuffi vino, fo fome in Vatablus ; conavaffantur vel conculcantur 2 vino, Forerius ; 
iu PY FAYY, pro corona decora, 


tor. sean mys. 
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_, Mop. But they alfo have.erred through wine, 8c.) 
: Either. they that fat in judgment, and turned the 
batte] to the gate, as Jarchi interprets it: or ra- 
‘ther, fince the Lord.was a fpirit of judgment and 
“ftrength to thofe, the two tribes of Fudeh and Ben- 
jamin, in, after-times are meant, in, the Jatter end 
of Hezekiah’s reign, or in the times of Manajfeh, 
or nearer the Badylonifh captivity; thefe tribes, 
which. profeffed the true religion, and who, had 
the word, and worfhip, and ordinances of God 
among them, even thefe were guilty of the fame 
fin of drunkennefs, as the ten tribes that had apo- 
ftatized ; there were the drunkards of Fudah, as 
well as of Ephraim, who erred through wine; they 
erred and ftrayed from the rule of the divine word 
by exceffive drinking, and this led them on to 
other fins, as drunkennefs commonly does ; and 
they were not only thro’ it guilty of errors in prac- 
tice, but in principle alfo; they made fad miftakes, 
as in life and converfation, fo in doétrine, their 
memories, underftandings and judgments, being 
fadly affected and beclouded thro’ 'this fin: and 
thro’ ftrong drink are out of the way; of God and 
his word ; out of the way of truth and godlinefs : 
it fignifies the fame as before, only expreffed in 
different words.. The Targum renders the word for 
Strong drink, which defigns any liquor that makes 
men drunk, by o/d wine, which is accounted the 
beft : the prieft and the prophet have erred through 
Strong drink ; committed fin, by drinking to ex- 
cefs, and made themfelves unfit for the duties of 
their.office, and were guilty of fad miflakes in the 
performance of it; the prieft finned by fo doing 
again{ft an. exprefs command, and made himfelf 
uncapable of diftinguifhing between the holy and 
unholy, the clean and the unclean, Lev. x..g, 10. 
tho’ this need not be reftrained to the prieft only, 
for the word Cohen fignifies a prince as well as 
prieft.; and it is not fitting for kings to drink 
wine, nor princes ftrong drink, to excefs, Prov. 
xxxi. 4, 5. civil as well as ecclefiaftical rulers may 
be here defigned, tho’ chiefly the latter, men that 
fhould fet the beft of examples to others; and the 
prophet, as Kimchi obferves, intends not. the true, 
but falfe prophets. The Zargum renders it a feribe; 
thefe and the priefts are frequently mentioned: to- 
gether in the New Teftament, and were both»er- 
roneous, and their errors here, both as to doétrine 
and. practice, are imputed to their drunkennefs; a 
very {candalous fin, efpecially in perfons of fuch a 
character : they are fwallowed up of wine; they not 
only greedily {wallowed it down, and were filled 
with it, but were fwallowed up, by it, drowned in 
it, and loft the exercife. of their fenfe and reafon, 
and. were ruined and deftroyed by it, and, made 
wholly unfit for fuch facred offices in which. they 
were : they are out of the way through firong drink ; 
out of the way of their duty, by finning jin this 
manner ; and out of the way of the performance 
of their office, being rendered uncapable of it: 
they err in vifion; thefe were the prophets, the 
feers, who pretended to, the vifions-of God, and 
related them to the people. as:fuchs but they mi- 
ftook, the imaginations of their-crazy, heads,.-in= 
toxicated .with liquor, for the vifions, of God’; 
they erred in prophefying, which may be meant 
by vifion , they delivered out falfe prophecies, falfe 
doétrines, and grievous errors, of fatal confequence 
to the people; or as Kimchi farther interprets it, 
they erred zm feeing , they miftook in thofe things 
which were plain. and obvious to the eye of every 


‘ moon {pPH, titubant in judicatione, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator, Gataker... + 


I\S\A\ IA He Ch xtviitiog 


one, in things clear and manifeft; drunkennefs affedts 
the eyes both of the body and -of the mind, «that 


|a man can fee. clearly with neither, \ The» Targaa 


is, ‘* they turned after, or declined unte tweet 
** meat;” as if they were guilty! of gluttony as 
well as drunkennefs ; but it is not ufual for drua- 
kards to erave {weet meat, but rather what is re- 
lithing : they ftumble in judgment ;-or reel! and 
itagger, as drunken men do: this refers to:the 
prieft, who, thro’ drunkennefs, made’ fadhobling 
work in expounding the law, and giving thelfenie 
of it, and in pronouncing fentence of judgment in 
matters of controverfy brought before: his,» to 
whom thofe things appertained, J/a/. ii 17,°8. 
Deut. xvii. 8, 9, 10, 11. “ty bevite 
¥. 8. For all tables are full of vomit and flthinefs, 
&c:] The one fignifies what is fpued out of a man’s 
mouth, his ftomach being over-charged, and the 
other his excrements ; and both ‘give a: juft,/ tho” 
naufeous idea of a drunken man, This vice was 
become epidemiecal,; men of all ranks and degrees 
were infected with it, rulers and people; and:inoe 
wonder that the common people ran into ity when 
fuch examples were fet them; the tables ofothe 
priefts, who eat of the holy things in the holy 
place, and the tables of the prophets, whowpre- 
tended to fee vifions, and to prophely»of things 
to come, were all defiled thro’ this prevailing: fin; 
fo that there was vo place clean or free from vomit 
and filthinefs,: no table, or part of one, of prince, 
prophet, prieft, and people; the Tergum adds, 
“© pure from rapine or violence.” .R. Simeony vas 
De Dieu obferves, :makes teli Mekom tofignify 
without God, feeing God is fometimes withthe 
Fews called Makom place, becaute he fills all plices; 
and as if the fenfe was, their tables wereowithout 
God, .no mention being ‘made of him»at “their ta- 
ble, or in their table-talk, or whilft eatingyand 
drinking ;~ but this does not feem to be. the fenfe of 
the paflage. Vitringa interprets»this of fchools and 
public auditories, where talfe doctrines were tauglir, 
comparable to vomit for filthinefs ; hence sit'fol- 
lows, * Loam ad lady 
¥. 9. Whom fhall be teach knowledge ?o&e:joNot 
the drunken prieft or prophet; who were -bethyan- 
fit for teaching men knowledge; but eitherethe 
true and godly prieft or prophet: of thesLiord;ror 
the Lord himfelf before fpoken of, as a fpiritoof 
judgment, y¥. 6; namely, by his prophets and: mi- 
nifters, the latter {eem rather intended; whommmay 
or can fuch an one teach the knowledgef God, 
and of themfelves ; the knowledge of the law;iaind 
of the gofpel ; the knowledge of divine truths, \of 
things neceflary to falvation,,and the conductiof 
human life ; of Jefus Chrift, and»the:way of fai- 
vation by him, and of him; as-a foundation of the 
Lord’s, laying in Zion, hereafter :mentionéd dnithis 
chapter? who are capable vof ‘receiving fuchin- 
ftructions ?. it intimates ‘the ftupidity andifottith- 
nefs of the ¥ews, whofe«minds»were? fo impaired 
by exceffive drinking, than they -wereynot Able: ta 
take in 'the-knowledge of thefe «things amd <abom 
Soall he:maketo underftand dofrine?: ortheariapaatiie 
hearing of ‘the word,» or thexword heard, ithe ret 
port of the gofpel.;; fo. the wordvis-ufedsimeho iit; 
1. this will never be underftood, believed, 
ceivéd,. ‘unlefs the’ arm. of» therLord uisieve: 
or his.power:be exerted.5 “prophets vatidt mini 
may {peak to the ears of nen, but theyscan’t give 
them.an under{tanding of divine thingsyeGod only 


as. betora,, theruns 


can do that: here it defigns, 
. wr @ t : 


28, 


i 
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teachablenefs of the people of the Fees, ‘being in 
the cireumttances they were,’ as’ appears’ by what 
‘follows: them'that are weaned from the milk, and 
drawn from the breafts, fignifying, that one might 
‘as’well take children from the breaft, fuch as are 
juft weaned, and  inftruét them; as°to pretend to 
teach thefe people the knowledge of divine things, 
or caufe them to underftand found doétrine, that 
which is agreeable to law and gofpel; fo fottifh 
were they become thro’ exceffive drinking. Some 
underftand this as a ferious anfwer to the queftions, 
and of perfons in a metaphorical fenfe, whod de- 
fire ‘and thirft after the fincere milk of the word, 
as children juft taken from the breaft, and de- 
prived of it do; and who are afflicted and diftreffed, 
and without the milk of divine comfort, and are 
Jike:weaned children, humble, meek, and lowly ; 
fee Matt. xi. 25, 26. ‘archi makes mention of 
fuch an interpretation as this, them that are weaned 
from the milk, from the law, which is called milk: 
and drawn from the breafts ; drawn from the difci- 
ples of the wife men. It may be underftood of 
fuch who departed from the fincere milk of the 
word, and embraced the traditions of the elders. 

v.10. For precept mutt be upon precept, precept 
upon precept, &cc.] Signifying, that they muft be 
dealt with as children were, when firft inftructed 
in the rudiments! of a language, firft had one rule 
given them,’ and then another, and fo one after 
another till they had gone thro’ the whole :: Zine 
tipon line, line upon line; who are taught  firft to 
write one line, and then another; or to draw one 
line, and write after that, and then another; or 
Where to begin one line, and when finifhed, where 
to begin another: for the allufion is to writing by 
line’; and not to’ a line ufed in building, as Kim- 
vhi and Ben Melech think : bere a little; and there 
@little;-a {mall leffon out of one book, and a 
imal] leffon out of another ;»a little one day, and 
a little on the next, and fo on; that their memo- 
ries may not be over -burdened. 

Wi11. For with fammering lips, and another tongue 
will he {peak to this people.) Or hath fpoken*; as 
parents and nurfes, in a lifping manner, and in a 
language and tone different from what they ufe in 
common, {peak unto their children, accommodating 
themfelves according to their capacities and weak- 
nefs; and {0 it is a continuation of the method to 
be ufed in inftruéting the Fews, as being like chil- 
dren? or elfe thefe’ words are to be contidered as:a 
reafon'why, fince they refufed inftruction in this 
plain, eafy, and gentle manner, by the miniftry 
of the’prophets of the Lord, he would fpeak to 
them in a more fevere, and in a rougher manner, 
in’ his ~providences ; and bring a people againft 
them of a ftrange language they underftood ‘not, 


and fo fhould not be able to treat and make peace 


with them, and-who would carry them captive into 
a ftrange land which was fulfilled by bringing the 
‘Chaldeen army upon them, Fer. v. 15. fee 1 Cor. 
xiv.-21. and afterwards the Romans. 
“oye 12, To whom be faid, &ec.] Either the Lord 
himfelf, or the prophet J/aiah ; or rather the Lord 
by him, and other prophets; fo the Targum, * to 
« whom the prophets faid ;” that is, the true pro- 
phets:of the Lord faid to-the people, or to the 
riefts and other prophets ; or Chrift and his apo- 
3, as follows, this is the reff, wherewith ye may 
caufe ‘the weary to ref, and this is the refrefhing ; 
that is, by teaching the word of God, the true 
knowledge of him, and the found do¢trines of the 
Monsidatiiut. > - ; 
’ # So Gataker. 
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ofpel, and thé dities of ‘religion’ “this would be 


the beft way of eafing and refrefhing the minds and 


conftiences 6f the people, burdened with a° fenfe 
of fin, or diftrefled and difconfolate thro’ afflictions 
and calamities upon them; and bé the ‘moit ef- 
feCtual method of continuing them in eafe and 
peace in theit own land, and of preferving them 
from captivity, and other judgments threatened 
with; fee Mart, xi. 28: yet they would not hear’, 
having no tegard tothe Lord and his prophets’, 
nor any compaffion to their countrymen, afflicted 
and diftreffed in mind or body ; nor to the doc- 
trine of Chrift and his apoftles." 9). — Xie 

¥. 13. But the werd of the Lord was unto them, 
precept upon précept, &c.] Was defpifed and’ de- 
rided by them ; they took the prophet’s words out 
of his mouth, and in a {coffins manner repeated 
them ; which, in the Hebrew text, is in a rhiming 
form, and were fung and drawled out by them, 
Tfau latfau, Tfau latfai, Kau lakau, Kau lakau, 
this is all he can fay to us, and we have from 
him: precept upon precept, line upon line, &c. or 
the words may be rendered, and the word of the 
Lord was unto them, precept upon precept, &c. as 
it had been, fo it {till was; the fame method was 
continued to be taken with them, and they ‘till 
treated as children; and ’tis fuggefted that they 
fhould remain fo, and not be men in underftand- 
ing; and that they fhould be‘ ever learning like 
children, and never come to the knowledge of the 
truth.. Moreover, the words may be rendered, 
tho” thé word of the Lord was unto them, precept 
upon precept, 8c. tho’ it was delivered in fo plain 
and eafy a manner to them, and fuch methods of 
inftruction were ufed gradually and gently, to in- 
{til knowledge into them, yet fo ftupid were’ they 
as not to receive it, and fo perverfe and ftubbornh 
as wilfully to reject it; hence they were given up 
to judicial blindnefs and hardnefs, Rom. xi. 8, 11: 
that they might go and fall backward, and be broken, 
and [nared, and taken, go on in their own finful 
ways, backflide from God, and be broken by his 
judgments ; and be enfnared and taken in the net 
of the Babylonians, and be carried by them into 
captivity; fee Ezek. xii. 13. compare with this 
Matt. xxi. 44. 1 Pet. ii. 8. or rather fall into the 
hands of the Romans, and be taken and difperfed 
by them among the nations. 

y. 14. Wherefore hear the word of the Lord, ye 
feornful men, &c.} “Mei of fcorn and mockery, 
that {coffed and mocked “at the word of God, as 
in the preceding verfe; or at the threatenings of 
punifhment; and even made a jeft of death and hell, 
as in the following’ words: the word of the Lord 
they are called’ upon to hear, hearken, and atrend. 
to, is either the word of promife of the Meffiah, 
y. 16. or rather the word threatening them with 
ruin, ¥. 18. ‘or it may be both : that rule this peo- 
ple, that is in Ferufalem, which mutt not be un- 
derftood of the chief ruler’ Hezekiah, but rather of 
fome fubordinate rulers, fuch as Shebua and others ; 
thefe fet a very bad “example to the common peo- 
ple: no wonder that irreligion and prophanenefs 
prevail, when civil magiftrates are {coffers at re- 
ligion. It agrees beft with the rulers of the Jews 
people in the times of Chrift, who mocked at him 
and his miniftry, and that of his apoftles. — ‘ 

yiirs. Becanfé ye have faid, &c.} Within them- 
felves; ‘they thought fo, if they did not fay it in 
exprefs words; and their condué and behaviour 
fhewed ‘that thefe were the fentiments and prefump- 

; tions 
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tions of their minds: we have made a covenant with 
death, and with hell are we at an agreement , as fate 
from death, and fecure from hell, or the grave, as 
if a covenant and compact had been formally en- 
tered into between them. ‘The phrafes are ex- 
preffive of their being fearlefs of them, and of their 
confidence and affurance that they fhould not be 
hurt by them. Some interpret this of their deadly 
enemies, as Sewnacherib king of Afyria particularly, 
with whom they had made peace, and had entered 
into a covenant of friendfhip and alliance, and fo 
had nothing to fear from the threatenings of the 
Lord by the prophet; but Vitringa better of the 
covenant and agreement with the Romans, which 
the Fewi/h rulers were caréful to obferve, and 
thought themfelves fafe on account of it; fee Rev. 
vi. 8: when the overflowing fcourge foall pafs thro’ ; 
when the judgments of God fhall come upon the 
earth, and pafs thro’ the whole world, as a chatftife- 
ment and correction of men for their fins, and as a 
punifhment for them, like a mighty torrent fpread- 
ing itfelf, and carrying all before it; or particularly 
when the Afyrian monarch with his army fhall pais 
thro’ the land of Fudea, fignified in ¥.2. by a 
tempeft of hail, a deftroying ftorm, a flood of 
mighty waters overflowing ; or rather the Roman 
army invading Fudea: it fhall not come unto us; 
who were in the city of Yerufalem: for we have 
imade lies our refuge, and under falfbood have we hid 
ourfelves ; not what they themfelves reckoned fo, 
but what the prophet J/ziahb, or the Lord by him, 
called fo, whofe words they ufed, and in whofe 
language they fpoke ; meaning either their lying 


prophets, as Kimchi, and the falfe doctrines they | 


delivered to them, promifing them peace when de- 
ftruction was at hand; or their idols, as archi, 
which are falfhood, lying vanities, and work of 
errors ; or their carnal policy, arts of diffimulation, 
finful compliances, and crafty methods of acting 


with their enemies, by which they hoped to de- | 
ceive them, and fecure themfelves from deftruétion, | 


as others; or elfe their wealth and riches, got by 


lying and fraud, ‘which is the fenfe of fome inter-' 
preters ; and perhaps all may be intended, in which 
they might put their truft and confidence, and on’ 


account of them expect fecurity from threatened 
evils, tho’ no other than lies and falfhood; and the 
fame may be obferved of all outward aéts of reli- 
gion, rites and ceremonies, and works of righte- 
oufnefs done by men, in which they place their 


truft, and hope to be faved by them from wrath 
to come. 


¥. 16. Therefore thus faith the Lord God, &c.] 


In order to fhew what is the true foundation of 
hope and truft for fecurity from death and hell, 
»and to convince men of their vain and falfe con- 
fidence, as well as to comfort the people of God, 
fuch as truly feared him in Feru/alem, who hearing 
the judgment denounced, might conclude that they 
were going to be cut off from being a nation, and 
that the family and kingdom of David would be 
at an end, and then where was the promife of the 
Meffiah ? wherefore to relieve the minds of fuch, 
a promife of him is delivered out in the midft of 
a denunciation of judgment upon the wicked : e- 
bold, a note of attention and admiration, as well as 
afieveration, J lay in Zion for a foundation, a ftone ; 
Which the Targum interprets of a king; and Farchi 
of the king Meffiah, who undoubtedly is meant, 


x M2 JAN lapidem probationis, Junius & Tremellius, Calvin, Vitringa. 


“OND. : 
datum ; o fome in Vatablus; fundationem fandatiflimam, Junius & Tremellius; fandamentam folidum, Calyin 
Tigurine verfioa ; fo Ben Melech interprets it a ftrong foundation, 


AH. 


as is clear from Rom. ix. 33. 1 Pet. ii. 6. and not 
Hezekiah, as Kimchi, and others, who was now 
king, when this prophecy was made, and therefore 
can’t refpect him ; but Chrift, who is frequently 
fpoken of, under the fimile of a ftone, Gen. xlix. 
24. Pf. cxviii. 22. Dan, ii. 45: Zech. iit. g.-and 
may be compared to one for his ufetulnefs in the 
fpiritual building, being both foundation and cor- 
ner-ftone, and for his great ftrength and durable- 
nefs; and this is a ftone of the Lord’s layi 
which he had been laying in his eternal fei 4 
and decrees, as the Mediator, Saviour, and Re- 
deemer of his people; and who he was about 
to lay, by fending him forth in the fulnefs of ti 

to be incarnate, fuffer, and die for them; anc 
whom he lays as the foundation in effectual ealling 
for his people, to build their faith and hope upon, 
and this is done in Zion, in the church, which is 
built upon him, and where he is revealed and made 
known to be what he is, and as here defcribed: 4 
tried fione , by the Old Teftament-faints, and by 
faints in all ages, who have ventured their i 

on him, and laid the whole ftrefs of their falvation 
upon him, and have been faved by him; and 
by fatan, and his principalities and powers, by 
his temptations of him in the wilderneis, and by 
his attacks upon him in the garden, and on the 
crofs, and found him to be-an immovyeable ftone, 
and were broken by him; and by his divine Fa- 
ther, who tried his faithfulnefs by trufting him 
with all his ele&t, and the falvation of them; and 
his great ftrength, by laying upon him ail their 
fins, and the punifhment due unto them. Some 
render it, a ftone of trial, or a- trying frome’, by 
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which men are tried, and difcovered to be what 


they are, whether believers or unbelievers, fincere 
chriftians or hypocrites; which may be known by 
their conduét and behaviour to Chrift; if they 
come to him as a living ftone, and he is pretious 
to them, they are true believers; but if he is to 
them a ftone of ftumbling, and a rock of offence, 
they are unbelievers, and reprobate perfons, 1 Pet. 
ii. 4, 7, 8: @ pretious corner-flone, which, as it is 
both for the beauty and ftrength of the building, 
fo it knits; cements, and keeps the parts together; 
and of this ufe is Chrift in the fpiritual. building ; 
angels and men are knit together in him, : Jems 
and Gentiles, Old and New Teftament-faints, faints 
above and faints below, faints in all ages, times, 
and places: and a pretious {tone he is, a pearl of 
great price; pretious to his Father, who loves him, 
and delights in him, and has chofen and Jaid him 
as the foundation of his church, and of every true 
believer ; to whom alfo he is pretious, his perfon 

names, offices, and relations, his blood, righteouf- 
nefs, and facrifice, his word, ordinances, and peo- 
ple, and every thing belonging to him: @ fare 


foundation; a well founded one “; which will never 


give way; a rock on which the church is built, 
and the gates of hell cannot prevail againft it; a 
{ure foundation of faith and hope, of. peace, joy 
and comfort, and of eternal, happinefs to all i 
build upon it; a foundation firm.and flrong, im- 
moveable and everlafting; and fo is every thing 
that is laid or depends upon it, the covenant of 
grace, and the promifes of it, the perfons of the 
Lord’s people, and their falvation : eye 
lieveth , either thofe things, as the uNd 2 


this promife and prophecy, 


' 
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tained therein ; or in Chrift, the foundation laid, 
the tried and pretious corner-ftone, fo it is.ex- 
plained in 1 Pet. ii. 6: fhall not make hafte; or be 
unpatient for the fulfilment of this prophecy, but 
patiently wait for it, knowing that. it is for an ap- 
pointed time, and. will not. tarry y and that God 
will haften it in his own time; or will not make 
hafte to lay any other foundation, being fatisfied 
with this that is laid; nor make hafte to a ftrange 
God, to another Saviour, knowing there is falva- 
tion in him, and in no other.. The Zargum is, 
*< fhall not be moved when trouble comes ;” «being 
founded upon this rock of ages, which is proof 
againft all ftorms and tempefts ; fee Matt. vii. 24, 
25. The apoitles Paul and Peter, agreeable to the 
Septuagint verfion, render it, fhall not be afbamed, 
or confounded, fee the notes on Rom. ix. 33. and 
x Pet. ii. 6, 
¥.17. Judgment alfo will I lay to the line, &c.] 
A metaphor taken from builders, who in building 
uje the line and plummet, to carry on their work 
even and regular, retaining fuch {tones as agree 
thereunto, and rejecting fuch as do not ; fignifying 
that in the fpiritual building, where Chrift is the 
foundation and corner-ftone, fuch as are built there- 
on, {hall continue and grow up regularly into an 
holy temple; but thofe that fet at nought this 
pretious ftone, and build upon the fandy founda- 
tion of their own righteoufnefs, betake themf{elves 
to a tefuge of lies, and cover themfelves in their 
own hiding places, as well as all fuch who go on 
in their fins, fhall be rejected by the ;righteous 
judgment of God : and righteoufne/s to the plummet ; 
meaning the fame as before; or, J «will lay judg- 
ment by the line, and righteoufne/s by the plummet”; 
the rule of the divine law, by which it will appear 
whether their actions are agreeable to it, or the 
‘righteoufnefs they truft in, anfwerable to it; or the 
fenfe is, that at the fame time that God would pre- 
ferve and fecure his own people upon the fure foun- 
dation Chrift, he would punifh others, according 
to the ftrict rules of juftice, as his righteous law 
required, and according to the juft demerit of fin. 
Kimchi interprets it, but very wrongly, of the juftice 
and equity that fhould take place in the reign of 
Hezekiah, which were wanting at the time of this 
prophecy ; but the preceding prophecy regards 
Chrift, and not Hezekiah ; and therefore is rather 
to be underftood of the right and equal diftribution 
of juftice and judgment in the adminiftration of 
government by him: and the hail fhall fweep away 
the refuge of lies; the lies they made their refuge, 
y. 1g. their lying prophets, their idols, their riches, 
their righteoufnefs, and every thing in which they 
placed: their confidence; for all refuges, be they 
what they will, are: lying ones, and will deceive, 
excepting Chrift and his: righteoufnefs all which 
are eafily, and at once fwept away, with the befom 
of avenging juftice,-when God takes it in hand. 
The phrafe denotes the facility;and fuddennefs of 
the. deftruction, and the entirenefs of it, which 
fhould be brought» about by «means of an hail- 
ftorm, the fame with that in y.2. which. defigns 
_. the Afjrian, or rather the Reman army, fince the 
". prophecy preceding relates to the times of .Chrift ; 
and it may be, by the refuge of lies may be meant 
~ the temple, in which the Jews greatly placed their 
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confidence, as Cocceius thinks : and the waters frail 
overflow the hiding place; the city of Ferufalem, 
where they hid, and thought themfelves fafe: a 
mighty army rufhing into.a city, and putting the 
inhabitants to the fword, or to flight, or obliging 
them to furrender, maybe fitly fignified by an in- 
undation of water ; fee ch. viii, 7, 8. very probably 
the army of the Romans wunder Ve/pafian, ~ | 
¥. 18. And your covenant with death fhall be dif- 
anulled, &c.| Or, be befmeared *, or daubed over, 
as the ark was with pitch, Gen, vi. 14. where the 
fame word is ufed as here ; fo that it fhall not be 
legible, as any writing that is blotted out by ink, 
or any other liquor, fo that it cannot be read; in 
like manner this their covenant with death fhould 
be fo obliterated, that the articles of it could not 
be made’ out, and fo of no force; thus the Tar- 
gum renders it, ‘* fhall be made void ;’ fee the 
note on ¥.15: and your agreement with bell frail 
not ftand , ox vifion, or provifion’ ; which they had 
made by compact, with the greateft care, caution, 
and forefight, to fecure themfelves from deftruc- 
tion, would be found infufficient. The Targum is, 
** and your peace, which was with the deftroyer, 
** fhall not ftand ;” fee the note on ¥. 15: when 
the overflowing feourge fhall pafs thorough; the land 
of Fudea, and the city of Ferufalem ; fee the note 
as before : then fhall ye be trodden down by it; tho’ 
they flattered themfelves it fhould not come near 
them, yet it would; and they would not be able 
to ftand before it, but wouid be thrown down, and 
trampled upon by it, as the mire of the ftreets ; 
fee Luke xxi. 24. . 
¥. 19. From the time that it goeth forth, it fhall 
take you, &c.}] Or, as foon as it paffeth thro’, it 
feall take you away; as foon as it begins to over- 
flow, and as it goes along, it fhall make clear 
work, and carry you away with it; you'll not be - 
able to refift it, to withftand its motion, and ftop 
its progrefs; but will be borne down by it, and 
carried away with it, either deftroyed by it at once, 
or carried into captivity ; fo the Targum, ‘ in the 
‘¢ time of its paffing over, it fhall carry you cap- 
“ tive :” for morning by morning foall it pafs over, 
by day, and by night ; fignifying that it fhould come 
very early, before they were aware of it, and pre~ 
pared for it, and fhould be conftant and inceffant, 
day after day, day and night, continually, until it 
had done its work thoroughly, in the utter deftruc-. 
tion of them; which was true of the Afprian, but 
efpecially of the Roman army: and it fhall be a 
venation only to underftand the report ; the fame, the 
rumour of the enemies coming, of his invafion of 
the land, of the devaftation he makes every where, 
and of his progrefs, and near approach to Yeru- 
falem; the bare report of this only being made and 
confirmed, fo that there was reafon to believe it, 
would produce anguifh and diftrefs of mind, caufe 
a commotion, a fear and trembling, and fhaking 
of the joints, as the word * fignifies ; and therefore, 
how dreadful muft the calamity itfelf be! or elfe 
this may be meant of the report of the prophets 
of the Lord, which before they would not believe ; 
but now the judgments threatened coming. upon 
them, they would be made to underftand it; fo 
the Vulgate Latin verfion renders it, and only vexa- 
tion alone foall give underftanding to the report , and 
to 
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to this fenfe the Targum, ‘* and it fhall-be, before 
« the time of the curfe comes, that ye fhall under- 
“‘ ftand the words.of the prophets ;” and when it 


was come, fhould know to their forrow,: and»by. 


fad experience, the truth of what they, had faid. | 

¥.20. For the bed is foorter, than that a man 
con frretch himfelf on it, €Zc.] When a bed is fhort, 
a man can’t lie at his full length, and at eafe: 
and the covering narrower, than that be can wrap 
bimfelf in it; when the bed-clothes are narrow, a 
man can’t cover himfelf with them, fo as to’be 
warm and comfortable. . Thefe proverbial expref- 
fions are interpreted by Kimchi ot Ferufalem, when 
befieged by the Afyrian army, when the inhabi- 
tants of it were much ftreightened, diftrefied, and 
made uncomfortable; perhaps it may be better 
underftood of the fame city; when befieged by, the 
Romans, to which the Yews flocked from all parts, 
in. fuch numbers, for fhelter, that there was not 
room enough for them, at leaft, not provifion, and 
which was. the caufe of that great diftrefs, and 
miferable condition they were reduced to: in gene- 
ral, the defign of the words may be to fhew that 
all refuges and fhelters, all means made ufe of for 
fafety and protection, by which they endeavoured 
to cover and fecure themfelves, would be infuf- 
ficient ; and particularly fuch that laid themfelves 
at eafe on the bed of their own righteoufnefs, not 
fubmitting to Chrift and his righteoufnefs, and 
covered themfelves with the rags of their own 
doings, and not with the garments of his falvation, 
would find themfelves in a very uncomfortable and 
unfafe ftate. 

¥.21. For the Lord fhall rife up as in mount 
Perazim, &c.| Where the Lord broke forth on 
Davia’s enemies the Philijtines, as the breach of 
waters; fee ¥.17. and deftroyed them, from whence 
the place had the name of Baal Perazim, 2 Sam. v. 
20. The Zargum is, “‘ for as the mountain which 
** moved when the glory of the Lord was revealed 
“* in the days of Uzzieh the king ;” referring to 
the earthquake in his time, Amosi. 1. Zech. xiv. 5: 
he fhall be wroth as in the valley of Gibeon, Fofepbus 
Ben Gorion » makes mention of the valley of Gideon, 
where a battel was fought between Ce/fius the Ro- 
man general, and the Jews, in which the latter got 
the victory, and fays it was fifty furlongs from 
Ferufalem: here the Philifiines were fmitten, re- 
turning again after they had been vanquithed be- 
fore, 1 Chron. xiv. 16, tho’ it is more generally 
thought, that this refers to the difcomfiture of the 
Canaanites, in the times of Fofbua, when alfo hail- 
ftones fell upon them, and deftroyed many ; fee 
y. 17. and when the fun and moon ftood ftill tll 
Jjrael were avenged on their enemies, and which 
fhewed the power and prefence of God with them, 
Joo. x. 1o—13. and fo the Targum, which adds, 
** and in the miracles which he (the Lord) did 
** for Jo/bua, in the valley of Gideon ;” and thefe 
inftances are mentioned as proofs. of the divine 
power and vengeance, and to affure the Fews that 
the Lord would rife up in the fame wrath and in- 
dignation againft them, and confume them : that 
he may do bis work, bis firange work, and bring to 
pafs bis aft, bis firange aé; which may be called 
fo, becaufe in the above-mentioned inftances. he 
fought for his people J/rael, but in this he would 
fight againft them; and becaufe this was a work 
and act of ftrict juftice, and awful feverity, and 
not fo agreeable to him as a¢ts of mercy, grace, 
and, goodneis, in which he delights ; or rather, be- 
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caufe it was an unufual‘one, marvellous and far+ 
prifing, and would be fo to the Jews them 
andjeven.to their enemies, and to: alkthe 
as the deftruction of Feru/alem was, efpecially as 
by the Romans ; fee Hab. i. 5, 6. Vitringa befides 
this, adds the calling of the Gentiles i of 
the inheritance of the world, and the. 3 
of the kingdom of jatan in the Roman emit 
The Targum interprets this in'a very ¢ %. 
of fuch as do ftrange works, idolatry; for which 
> 0 pds 


they are confumed. » . 7 Diy a a 
¥.22. Now therefore be ye not mockers® 
At the words of the prophets, and the judgments 


denounced by them, which is very common, when 
they are deferred, and not immediately executed ¢ 
this was the cafe before the’deftruction of Ferufalem 
by the Chaldeans, and one caufe of it, 2 Chron, 
xxxvi. 16. and alfo by the Romans ; fee AGs xiii 
41: left your bands be made firong ; punifhment be-— 
come heavier, and more grievous ; “and'fo the Sy- 
riac verfion renders it; as prifoners that attempt to 
make their efcape, have their bonds and»fetters 


made fafter, and fo are put to more pain and*di-~ 


ftrefs ; to which the allufion feems to'be, fi : 
that by fcoffing and mocking at the word of God; 
they would bring upon themielves greater and forer 
punifhments, Heb. x. 29: for I have beard from 
the Lord God of Hofis; in a vifion from him; by & 


fpirit of prophecy, as a fecret commiunicated* by 


him ; for whatever the Lord did, he ufually made ~ 


it known to his prophets; and it’might be de- 
pended upon what they faid, as being, what the: 
Lord had declared in their hearing ; fee Amos iii. 72 
a confumption even determined upon the whole earth 3 
or, on the whole land, the land of Fudea; for this 
deftruction feems only to refpeét that ; and*is the 
fame with the confummation, and that determinedy 


that fhould be poured upon the defolate, Dan. ix. 275° 
which manifeftly defigns the deftruéction of the Fews - 


by the Romens, which was an affair determined by” 


the Lord, whofe counfel fhall ftand, and therefore - 


would furely come to pafs. : 


¥. 23. Give ye ear, and hear my voice, 8e:} 
So faid the prophet, as the Targum introduces’ the” 
words ; and becaufe what he was’ about to fay ' 
was of importance, and delivered in a parabolical- 


manner, and required attention, he makes’ ufe of 
a variety of words to the fame purpofe, to engage 
their attention: bearken, and hear my /peech, now 


about to be made ; liften to it, and get the under- 


ftanding of it. wh oy 

¥.24. Doth the plowman plow all day to fow? 
&c.}] Or, every day; he plows in order to fow; 
by plowing he prepares the ground for fowing, 


that is his end in plowing; and he may plow a 
whole day together, when he is at it, but he does ~ 


not plow every day in the year ; he has other work 


to do befides plowing, as is after mentioned; fuch — 
as breaking of clods, fowing feed, and threfhing: - 


the corn after it is ripe, and reaped, and gathered, 


The prophet fignifies thatthe Lord, like a plow- 
man, had different forts of work; -he was not — 
always doing one and the fame thing; and’ par- ~ 


ticularly, that he would not be always admonif 
and threatening men, and making  preparatio 
his judgments, but in a little time’ he would 


cute them, fi 


with a mallet or iron bar, or with the harrow; 
whereby the ground is made even, and fo 


for fowing. ‘The Targum interprets the whole 


ignified by after metaphors doth be 
open and break the clods of bis ground? he does. 


q 


t 
4 
; 
' 
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a myftical fenfe, of the inftructions of the prophets 
thus, ‘‘ at all times the prophets prophefy to teach, 
‘* if perhaps the ears of finners may be opened to 
“© receive inftruction ;” and it may. be applied to 
the work of the fpirit of God upon mens hearts, 
by the miniftry of the word: the heart of man is 


hike the, fallow. ground, hard and obdurate, barren’ 


and untruitful; the miniftry of the word is the 
plough, and minifters are the plowmen ; but it is the 
fpirit of,God that makes their miniftrations ufeful, 


for the conviction of the mind, the pricking of 


the heart, and breaking it in pieces; fee Fer. iv. 3. 
and xxiii. 29. 


¥.25. When be hath made plain the face thereof,’ 


&c.] By harrowing it, after it is plowed: doth be 
not cafi abroad the fitches, and fcatter the cummin , 
in fowing them in the ground, prepared for them ; 
the former of thefe don’t feem to be the fame we 
fo call, but fomething elfe.. The Septuagint ver- 
fion calls it the little melanthion , the fame with 
the nigella « of the Latins, and is fometimes called 
gith*, as in the Vulgate Latin verfion here.. The 
Syriac and Arabic verfions render it anife, which is 
mentioned. along with cummin, as common with 
the Fews, and which, in Chrift’s time, were tithed, 
Matt. xxiii. 23. and both thefe in the text are by 
Kimchi faid to be the food of man: and caft in the 
principal. wheat, and the appointed barley, and the 
rye in their place ? each in their proper place, or in 
foil fuitable for them ; fome land being more fuit- 
able for the one, than for the other, which the 
hufbandman underftands: wheat is the choiceft and 
moft excellent grain, and therefore called principal , 
or elfe becaufe it is fizjt fown, or fown in the beit 
and principal ground : darley is faid to be appointed, 
or to be fowed in a place appointed for it; or 
marked‘, referring either to places marked in the 
field, where it fhould be fowni; which fenfe the 
Targum, and the Fewi/h commentators favour ; or 
to facks of it marked, in which the beft feed for 
fowing was put: and the rye in its border *, ap- 
pointed for that. archi thinks this refers to the 
different places of fowing ; the wheat was fown in 
the middle of the field; barley round about the 
mark or fign for that purpofe ; and rye upon the 
borders. The Targum is, ‘* as wheat is fown in 
« an uncultivated field, and barley by the figns, 
“< and rye by the borders ;” but the whole is in- 
tended to exprefs the wifdom of the hufbandman, 
in fowing different feeds, not in the fame field, which 
was forbidden by the law, Lev. xix. 19. but in 
eround fuitable to each of them ; and in the my- 
itical fenfe defigns the execution of divine judg- 
ments on men, in proportion to their fins, after 
they haye been admonifhed of them, and reproved 
for them; and may be applied alfo to the fowing 
of the feed of the word in the hearts of men, and 
iluftrated by the parable of the fower in Matt. 
xiil. 19 —23.- 

x. 26. For his God doth inftrudt him to difcretion, 
and doth teach him.| God gives the hufbandman 
inftruction and difcretion, how to fow his feed, at 
what time, and in a proper place ; for this refers 
to.what goes before; tho’ fome think a new act 
is here intended, namely, threfhing or beating out 


of corn, rendering the words, and be (the hufband- 


man) deateth it out, according to the difcretion, or 
judgment, bis God teaches bim*; which is exprefied 
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in general terms here, and is néxt particilarly in? 


| filted on, in the following verfes. 


¥.27. Kor the fitthes are not threfbed with a 
threfbing inflrument, &c.] A wooden fledge, dray, 
or cart; drawn on wheels; the bottom of which 
was {tuck with iron teeth, and the top filled with 
ftones, to prefs it down with the weight thereof, 
and. was drawn by horfés, or oxen, to and fro, 
over the fheaves of corn, laid in proper order, 
whereby the grain was feparated from the hufk ; 
fee the note on 1 Cor, ix. 9. but fitches, the grain 
of them being more eafily feparated, fuch an in- 
ftrument was not ufed in threfhing them: zeither 
ts @ cart-wheel turned about upon the cummin, the 
cart-wheel of the above inftrument was not turned 
upon the cummin, that being alfo more eafily 
threfhed; or beaten out, and therefore another me- 
thod was ufed with thefe, as follows : but the fit- 
ches are beaten out with a ftaff, and the cummin 
with a rod; in \iké manner as corn is with us, 
threfhed out with a flail; fo the Lord proportions 
the chaftifements and correétions of his people, td 
the grace and ftrength that he gives them ; he af- 
flicts them either more gently, or more feverely, 
as they are able to bear it ; with fome he ules ‘his 
ftaff and rod, and with others his threfhing inftru- 
ment, and cart-wheel ; fome being eafier, and 
others harder to be wrought upon by the afflictive 
difpenfations of providence ; fee 1 Cor. x. 13. or 
this may point out the difference between the pu- 
nifhment of wicked men, and the chaftifement of 
the faints. es 

¥. 28. Bread-corn is bruifed, &c.]_ The corn 
which bread is made of, is bruifed and ground in 
a mill: decaufe, or therefore, he will not ever be 
threfoing it, tor there is another way of bringing 
it to flour, that fo it may be made bread, namely, 
by grinding it in a mill ; and therefore the hufband- 
man ufes his difcretion in threfhing it; he won’t 
threfh it too much, nor too long, no thore than 
what is neceffary to get out the grain, but will 
take care that he does not bruife and break it; as 
follows: nor break it with the wheel of his cart, 
nor bruife it with his horfemen, tho’ he makes ufe 
of the above threfhing inftrument, drawn upon 
wheels by horfes, or oxen, for the threfhing out 
of wheat, barley, or rye, corn of which bread is 
made ; yet he takes care that it is not crufhed and 
fpoiled by the wheels of the cart, or the feet of 
the horfes, or oxen, going too often over it; by 
all which may be fignified the tender regard of 
God in afflicting his own people; he will not 
always be chiding, ftriving, and contending with 
them, or be always angry, and ever afflicting, 
and when he does afflict, it is in a tender and care- 
ful manner, Pf. ciii. 9; 13. and cxxv. 3. J/. xxvii. 


8,9. and lvii. 16. 


¥.29. This alfo cometh from the Lord of Hofts, 
&c.] “All this wifdom the hufbanaman has, in 
manuring his ground, in fowing it with proper 
feed, and in threfhing it out in a manner fuitable 
to it. Agriculture or hufbandry, even among the 
heathens, is always aferibed to God, as an inven- 
tion of his, and it was the firft work which God 
put man to, and inftruéted him in, Gen, iii. 23. 
and iv. 2. and as this, fo all other arts, and {ci- 
ences, and manufa¢tures, come from God, even 
all things in nature; providence, and gtace, “3 
the 


© So. Vatablus and 
Tigurine verfion. 
Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator. » Excutit 


Junius & Tremellius. 


122 Se a? 


the knowledge of them ; wherefore he himfelf muft 
be infinitely wife and knowing ; fee P/. xciv. 9, 
ro. and be as he is next defcribed : which 7s won- 
derful in counfel ; in giving counfel to man, both 
with refpect to things temporal and fpiritual ; and 
whofe counfel is always wife and good, and for 
the beft; and when taken, infallibly fucceeds. 
See an inftance of his wonderful counfel, Rev. iii. 
18. and alfo he is wonderful, in forming wife plans 
and fchemes of operation ; the wife plan of his 
works of creation and providence was formed in 
his vaft and infinite mind from eternity ; the wife 
fcheme of our redemption and falvation by Chrift 
was concerted by him, wherein he has abounded 


CHAP. XXIx. 


HIS chapter contains a prophecy concerning 

the deftruétion of the temple and city of 
Ferufalem by the Romans ; the character and con- 
dition of the people of the Yews, previous to it; 
the calling of the Gentiles, by the preaching of the 
gofpel ; the ruin of antichrift, and the converfion 
of the Fews, in the latter day. The fiege and 
deftruction of ‘ferufalem are defcribed in ¥. 1, 2, 3, 
4, 5, 6. the difappointment of their enemies, not- 
withftanding their taking and deftroying it, y. 7, 8. 
the ftupidity, judicial blindnefs, and hardnefs of 
the Fews, which brought on their ruin, are pre- 
dicted, y. 9, 10. the ignorance of their learned, as 
well as of their unlearned men, with refpect to the 
fcripture, and the prophecies of it, ¥.11, 12. their 
hypocrify and formality in worfhip, ¥. 13. a blaft 
upon all their wifdom and prudence, who thought 
to be wifer than the Lord, and too many for him, 
whofe folly and atheifm are expofed, y. 14, 15, 16. 
and a great change beth in Fudea and the Gentile 
world, by the removal of the gofpel from the one 
to the other, ¥.17: the effects of which are, deaf 
finners hear the word, dark minds are enlightened, 
and joy increafed among the meek and poor, ¥. 18, 
rg. the fall of the Zews, or elfe of antichrift, is 
foretold, ¥. 20, 21. and the chapter is clofed with 
a promife and prophecy of the converfion of the 
feed of Abraham and Facob, ¥. 22, 23, 24. 


¥.1. Wo to Ariel, to Ariel, the city where David 
dwelt, &c.| Many Fewifh writers by Ariel under- 
ftand the altar of burnt-offerings ; and fo the Zar- 
gum, ‘* wo altar, altar, which was built in the 
“< city where David dwelt ;” and fo it is called in 
Ezek. xiii. 15, 16. it fignifies the lon of God; and 
the reafon why it is fo called, the Fews fay * is, 
becaufe the fire lay upon it in the form of a lion ; 
but rather the reafon is, becaufe it devoured the 
facrifices that were laid upon it, as a lion does its 
prey ; tho’ others of them interpret it of the tem- 
ple, which they fay was built like a lion, narrow 
behind and broad before * ; but it feems better to 
underftand it of the city of ferufalem, in which 
David encamped, as the word ' fignifies ; or en- 
camped againft, as fome ,; which he befieged, and 
took from the Yebufites, and fortified, and dwelt 
in sand which may be fo called from its ftrength 
and fortifications, natural and artificial, and from 
its being the chief city of fudab, called a lion, 
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1,2 
towards us in all wifdom and prudence; and the 


manner, means, time, and place, of his a 
and effectual vocation of his people, are all wifely 
fixed by him; and he does all things after the 
counfel of bis will, Eph. i. 11. and therefore it fol- 
lows: and excellent in working ; both as to the mat= 
ter or things wrought by him, which are the moft 
excellent things in nature, providence, and grace, 
wrought out either by the Father, or the Son, or 
the Holy Spirit; and as to manner of workil 

all being done well and wifely ; and likewife with 
refpect to the end, his own glory, and the good 
of his people. oe 


ee 
ba 


Fer. xlix. 9g. whofe ftandard had a lion ont, and 
from whence came the Meffiah, the lion of the 
tribe of Fudah , or rather from its cruelty in fhed- 
ding the blood of the prophets, and’was, asthe 
Lord fays, as a lion unto him that cried againft 
him, ‘Yer. xii. 8. and fo the words may be con- 
fidered as of one calling to Ferufalem, and lament: 
ing over it, as Chrift did, O Feru/alem, Ferufalem, 
thou that killeft the prophets, &c. Matt. xxiii, 37% 
and the mention of David's name, and of his dwel- 
ling in it, is not only to point out what city is 
meant, and the greatnefs and glory of it; but to 
fhew that this would not fecure it from ruin and 
deftruction™: add ye year to year ; which fome un= 
derftand of two precife years, -at the end of which 
Ferufalem fhould be befieged by the army of Sen- 
nacherib ; but that is not here meant. Cocceius 
thinks that a large meafure of time is meant, that 
one year is the length of time from David’s dwel- 
ling in Ferufalem, to the Babylonifh captivity ; and 
the other year from the time of Zorobabel and Ne- 
hemiab, to the deftruction by the Romans, which 
is more likely ; but rather the fenfe is, go on from 
year to year in your fecurity, and vain confidence; 
or keep your yearly feafts, and offer your yearly 
facrifices; as follows: Jet them kill facrifices; the 
daily and yearly facrifices ; let the people bring 
them, and the priefts offer them, for the time is 
coming when an end will be put to them; the 
feajts foall be cut off, {0 the words may be rendered ; 
the feftivals fhall ceafe, and be no more obferved ; 
and fo the Targum, “ the feftivities fhall ceafe’;” 
or feafts being put for lambs, fo in P/. cxviii. 27. 
as Ben Melech obferves, the fenfe is, their h 
fhould be cut off *. | ores 
¥. 2. Yet [will diftrefs Ariel, &c.] Or ftreighten 
it, by caufing it to be befieged ; and this he would 
do, notwithftanding their yearly facrifices, and their 
obfervance of their folemn feafts, and other ceremo- 
nies of the law, in which they placed their confi- 
dence, and neglected weightier matters: and there 
frall be beavine/s and forrow ; on account of the 
fiege; by reafon of the devaftations of the 
without, made on all the cities and towns in Fa- 
dea round about; and becaufe of the famine*and 
bloodfhed in the city: and it fhall be unto me as 
Ariel, the whole city fhall be as the altar; as that 
was covered with the blood and carcaffes ‘of flain 
beafts, fo this with the blood and carcaffés of men; 
fol. 37. 1. rn 
are rendered by Noldius, 
the copulative and; wo to Ariel, and to the city, &c. fo m 


them diitin&, which feems beft to agree with the accents, and may refpeét the deftruétion both of their ecelefiaitic and ciyil fate; 


the temple being defigned by Arie/, and Jerusalem by the city. See Concord. Ebr, part. p. 183. N°. 842. 


agni excervicabunter, Montanus ; excidentur, Vatablus ; jugulentur, Munfter. 


caftrametatus eft, Vatablus, 
wo to Ariel, to Ariel: tothe 


Ch. xxix. ¥. 3—8. 


and fo the Targum, “ and I will diftrefs the city 
‘¢ where the altar is, and it fhall be defolate and 
** empty; and it fhall be furrounded before me 
with the blood of the flain, as the altar is fur- 
rounded with the blood of the holy facrifices on 
‘* a folemn feaft-day all around ;” fo Farchi and 
Kimchi. ; 

¥. 3. Iwill camp againft thee round about, &c.] 
Or as a ball or globe °; a camp all around ; the Lord 
is faid to do that which the enemy fhould do, be- 
caufe it was by his will, and according to his or- 
der, and which he would fucceed and profper, and 
therefore the prophecy of it is the more terrible ; 
and it might be concluded that it would certainly 
be fulfilled, as it was; fee Luke xix. 43. and xxi. 
20: and will lay fiege againft thee with a mount ; 
raifed up for foldiers to get up upon, and caft their 
arrows into the city from, and fcale the walls; Kimchi 
and Ben Melech interpret it a wooden tower. This 
can’t be underftood of Sennacherib’s fiege, for he 
was not fuffered to raife a bank againft the city, 
nor {hoot an arrow into it, J/. xxxvii. 33. but well 

rees with the fiege of Ferufalem by the Romans, 
as related by Fofephus ?: and Iwill rat[e forts againft 
thee ; from whence to batter the city ; the Romans 
had their battering rams. 

¥. 4. And thou fhalt be brought down, &c.] To 
the ground, and laid level with it, even the city 
of Ferufalem, as it was by the Romans; and as it 
was predicted by Chiift it would, Lwke xix. 44. 
tho’ fome underftand this of the humbling of the 
inhabitants of it, by the appearance of Sennache- 
rid’s army before it, and of which they interpret 
the following claufes: and fhalt /peak out of the 
ground, and thy fpeech foall be low out of the dujt 
which fome explain of the fubmiffive language of 
Hezekiah to Sennacherib, and of his meflengers to 
Rabjhakeh, 2 Kings xviii. 14, 26. as Aben Ezra and 
Kimchi ; but it is expreflive of the great famine in 
Ferufalem, at the time of its fiege by the Romans, 
when the inhabitants were’ fo reduced by it, as 
that they were fcarce able to fpeak as to be heard, 
and could not ftand upon their legs, but fell to 
the ground, and lay in the duft, uttering from 
thence their fpeech, with a faint and feeble voice : 
and thy voice foall be as one that hath a familiar fpi- 
rit, out of the ground, and thy fpcech fhall whifper 
out of the duft ; or peep and chirp, as little birds, 
as Farchi and Kimcbi, as thofe did that had fami- 
liar fpirits ; and as the heathen oracles were deli- 
vered, as if they came out of the bellies of thofe 
that fpoke, or out of caves and hollow places in 
the earth; and this was in juft retaliation to thefe 
people, who imitated fuch practices, and made ufe 
of fuch fpirits; fee J/- viii. 19. 

¥. 5. Moreover, the multitude of thy ftrangers fhall 
be like fmall duft, &c.| Or of thofe that fan thee %, 
as the Vulgate Latin verfion ; and fo the Targum, 
“< of thofe that {catter thee ;” or of thine enemies, 
as others ; meaning the Romans, who were a ftrange 
people to them, who got the dominion over them, 
and fcattered them abroad in the world: and the 
fimile of fmall dujt, to which they are compared, 
is not ufed to exprefs the weaknefs of them, but 
the greatnefs of their number, which was not to be 
counted, any more than the duft of the earth; 
fee Numb. xxiii. 10: and the multitude of the terri- 
ble ones foall be as chaff that paffeth away ; defigning 
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the fame numerous army of the Romans as before, 
who were terrible to the Fews: nor does this me- 
taphor fignify any imbecility in them, and much 
leis the ruin of them, but their fwiftnefs in exe- 
cuting the judgments of God upon his people, who 
moved as ack as chaff, or any fuch light thing, 
before a mighty wind: yea, it fhall be at an inftant 
Juddenly , either the numerous army fhould be fud- 
denly before Feru/alem, or the deftruction of that city 
fhould be as it were in a moment; and tho’ the fiege 
of it lafted long, yet the laft fack and ruin of it was . 
fuddenly, and in fo fhort a time, that it might be 
faid to be in an inftant, in a moment, as it were. 
The Few writers interpret this of the fudden de- 
ftruction of Sennacheril’s army by the angel, 2 
Kings xix. 35. but the next words fhew that the 
deftruction of Feru/alem is meant. 

¥. 6. Thou foalt be vifited of the Lord of hofts with 
thunder, and with earthquake, and great noife, &c.] 
That is, not the multitude of ftrangers and terri- 
ble ones, unlefs they could be underftood of the 
wicked among the ews; but thou viel, or Fe- 
rufalem, fhalt be punifhed by the Lord of hofts ; 
for this vifitation or punifhment was from him, 
for their fins and iniquities; the Romans were only 
the inftruments he made ufe of, and the execu- 
tioners of his vengeance ; which was attended with 
thunder in the heavens, a fhaking of the earth, and 
a great noife or yoice heard in the temple, faying, 
let us depart hence; at which time comets were 
feen in the heavens, and chariots and armed men 
in the air, and one of the gates of the temple 
opened of itfelf*: it is added, with fform and tem- 
pet, and the flame of devouring fire; with which 
the temple was burnt by the Roman army, when 
it came in like a ftorm and tempeft, and carried 
all before it. 

¥. 7. And the multitude of all the nations that 
Sight againft Ariel, &c.] The Roman army, which 
confifted of men of all nations, that fought againft 
Ferufalem ; the city in which was the altar, as the 
Targum paraphrafes it: even all that fight againft 
her, and her munition, and that diftre/s ber; that 
befieged it, and endeavoured to demolifh its walls, 
towns, and fortifications, as they did: /hall be as 
a dream of 4 night-vifion ; meaning either that the 
Roman empire fhould quickly fall, and pafs away, 
and come to nothing, like a dream in the night, 
as it foon began to decay after the deftruction of 
Ferufalem, and alfo the pagan religion in it; or 
that the Roman army would be difappointed at the 
taking of the city, expecting to find much riches, 
and a great fpoil, and fhould not ; and fo be like 
aman that dreams, and fancies he is in the pof- 
feffion of what he craves, but when he awakes, 
finds he has got nothing. ‘This is more largely 
exemplified in the following verfe. 

y. 8. It fhall be even as when a hungry man 
dreameth, and bebold, he eateth, &c.| That is, he 
dreams of food, and imagines it before him, and 
that he is really eating it: but be awakes, and bis 
foul is empty , his ftomach is empty when he awakes, 
and he finds he has not eat any thing at all: or 
as when a thirfty man dreameth, and behold, be 
drinketh ; who tancies that he has got a cup of 
liquor in his hand, and at his mouth, and is drink- 
ing it with a great deal of eagernefs and pleafure : 
but be awaketh, and bebold, he is faint, and his Hed 
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bath appetite; when he awakes, he is not at all re- 
frefhed with his imaginary drinking, but ftill de- 
fires liquor to revive his fainting fpirits, and ex- 
tinguifh his thirft: /o /hall the multitude of all the 
nations be, that fight againft mount Zion, either 
fhall quickly perith ; or having raifed their expec- 
tations, and pleafed themfelves with the booty they 
fhould obtain, of which they thought themfelves 
fure, fhall find themfelves miftaken, and all like 
an illufive dream. Some interpret this of the dif- 


appointment of Sennacheril’s army ; and others of 


the infatiable cruelty of the Chaldeans , but rather, 
if the above fenfe pleafés not, it would be better 
to underftand it of the Fews, who, amidft their 
greateft danger, flattered themfelves with the hope 
of deliverance, which was all a dream and an il- 
lufion; and to which fenfe the following words 
feem to incline. 

y¥. 9. Stay yourfelves, and wonder, &c.| Stop a 
while, paufe a little, confider within yourfelves the 
cafe and circumftances of thefe people, and wonder 
at their ftupidity. Kimchi thinks thefe words were 
fpoken in the times of dbaz, with refpect to the 
men of Fudah, and fo Aben Ezra fays, they are 
direéted to the men of Zion; and it is generally 
thought, that they are fpoken to the more reli- 
gious and fober part of them; though, by the 
following verfe, it appears that the cafe was gene- 
ral, and that the people to whom this addrefs is 
“made, were as ftupid as others: cry ye out, and 
cry ; or, delight your/felves*, as in the margin ; take 
your pleafure, indulge yourfelves in carnal mirth, 
gratify your fenfual appetite in rioting and wan- 
tonnefs, and then cry and lament, as you will have 
reafon to do. _ Kimchi fays, his father rendered the 
words, awake yourfelves, and awake others ; that is, 
from that deep fleep they were fallen into, after- 
wards mentioned: ¢hey are drunken, but not with 


wine; not with that only, for otherwife many of 


them were given to drunkennefs in a literal fenfe, 


ch. xxviii: 7. but they were like drunken men, as’ 


ftupid, fenfelefs, and fecure, though in the utmoft 
danger: they flagger, but not with ftrong drink; un- 
fteady in their counfels and refolutions, in their 
principles and practices, and flumble in their go- 
ings. 


y. 10. For the Lord hath poured out upon you a| 


fpirit of deep fleep, &c.] Gave them up to a ftupid 
frame of fpirit ; to a reprobate mind, a mind void 
of judgment and fenfe ; to judicial blindnefs and 
hardnefs of heart: this was remarkably fulfilled in 


the Fews, in the times of Chrift and his apottles, | 
learned, 8c.] Or that knows not a book or letters, 


who chufing darknefs rather than the light of the 
gofpel, which fhone around them, were righte- 
oufly given up to fuch a temper of mind; and to 
nothing elfe can be imputed their obftinate rejec- 
tion of the Meffiah, againft the moft glaring light 
and evidence. The apoftle Paul produces this paf- 
fage, in proof of that blindnefs that had happened 
unto them in his time, Rom. xi. 7,8: and hath 
clofed your eyes; that is, the eyes of their under- 
ftandings, fo that they could not fee the charac- 
ters of the Meffiah, and the fulfilment of prophe- 
cies in Jefus of Nazareth; nor the danger they 
were in, nor the ruin that was coming upon their 
natton, nor even when it was come, ftill flattering 
themfelves with fafety and deliverance: the pro- 
phets, and your rulers, the feers hath he covered; the 
eyes of them, as before; not only the common 
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people were blinded, but even the Scribes and Pha. 


‘never been put to {chool, or learned to read : 
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rifees, the elders of the people, their ecclefiaftical 
rulers, who pretended to be feers, and to know 
more than others ; even for judgment, for the ju- 
dicial blindnefs and hardnefs of thefe Chrift came, — 
that they which fee might be made blind, Fobn ix. 49: 
The words may be rendered, your heads, the fers, 
hath he covered * ; and there may be an allufion to 
the covering of the head with a veil, an 

of that veil of ignorance and infidelity which fti 
remains upon the Fews. The Targum renders it, 


“¢ the prophets, and the fcribes, and the teachers 


*¢ that teach the law.” 2 
y¥. 11. And the vifion of all is become unto you, as 
the words of a book that is fealed, &c.| The pro- 
phecies .of all the prophets contained in the ferip- 
tures ; or all the prophecies in the book of I/aiah, 
concerning the Meffiah, were no more feen, known, 
and underftood, both by the priefts and the peo- 


ple, than if they had been in a book, written, rolled 


up, and fealed. »And this was owing, not to the 
obfcurity of thefe writings, or becaufe they were 
really fealed up, but to the blindnefs and ftupidity 
of the people, whofe eyes were clofed, and their 
heads covered; and the prophecies of the feriptures 
were only fo to them, u#fo you, not unto others ; 
not to the apoftles of Chrift, whofe underftandings 
were opened by him, to underftand the things 
written concerning him, in the law, in the pro- 
phets, and in the pfalms; but the Yew#/h rulers, 
civil and ecclefiaftical, as well as the common peo- 
ple, underftood them not, tho’ they were the means 
of fulfilling many of them; and they were as ig- 
norant of the prophecies concerning their own ruin 
and deftruétion, for their rejection of Chrift; fee 
Luke xxiv. 27, 44, 45. Ads iii. 17, 18. and xiit. 
27: which men deliver to one that is learned; or, 
that knows the book”; or letters, as the Septuagint’; 
fee Fobn vii. 15. fuch were the Scribes, called 
yeuppmareis, or letter-men, men that could read well, 
and underftood language : /aying, read this, I pray 
thee; or read this now, as the Yargum, and inter- 
pret it, and tell the meaning of it: and he faith, 
I cannot, for it is fealed ; which Kimchi fays was an 
excufe invented, becaufe he had no mind’ to read 
it, or otherwife he could have faid, open, and Plt 
read it; or he might have broke off the féaly but 
knowing there were difficult things, and things 
hard to be undérftood in it, did not care to ‘look 
into it, and read it, and attempt to explain it to 
others. i" 

y. 12. And the book is delivered to him that is not 


~ 


as before, and fo confequently can’t read, having 
ing, read this, I pray thee; or now %, at once, im- 
mediately : and be faith, I am not learned’; he does 
not excufe himfelf on account of its be fealed, 
but on account of his want of learning ; which 
fhows the former was but an excufé. In fhort, 
the fum of it is this, that neither the learned 1 

unlearned among the Fews,: cared to read theit 
bibles, or to fearch the fcriptures, and the pro 
phecies in them, concerning the Meffiah, and that 
neither of them underftood them; thefe things 
hid from the wife and prudent, as well as”: F 
the ignorant and unlearned of the people, i com-' + 
mon, and were only made known to a few babes 
and fucklings. There was great ignorance of the 
deliciantur, Pifcator. ve ey J 
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fcripures in the times of Chrift, to which thefe 
pafiages truly belong, Matt. xi. 25, 26. and xxii, 
29. 

¥. 13. Wherefore the Lord faid, &c.] Concern- 


ing the hypocritical people of the Fews in Chrift’s 
time, as the words are applied by our Lord him- 


 felf, Matt. xv. 7: forafmuch as this people draw 


near to me with their mouth, and with their lips do 
honour me; Kimchi obferves, there is a double. read- 


ing of the word wa}, rendered draw near : in one. 


reading of it, it fignifies to be affitted; and then 
the fenfe is, when this people are afflicted, with their 
mouth, and with their lips, they honour me; that is, 
when they are in diftrefs, they pray unto him, and 
profefs a great regard for him, {peak honourably 
of him, and reverently to him, hoping he will 
help and relieve them.; fee ch. xxvi. 16. but the 
other reading of the word, in which it has the fig- 
nification of drawing near, is confirmed, not only 
by the Ma/ora on the text, but by the citation of 
it in Matt. xv. 7. and defigns the approach of thefe 
people to God, in acts of religion and devotion, 
in praying to him, and praifing of him, and ex- 
preffing great love and affection for him, and zeal 
for his caufe and intereft ; but were all outwardly, 
with their lips and mouths only: d2¢ have removed 
their heart far from me; thefe were not employed 
in his fervice, which is the main thing he requires 
and regards, but were engaged: elfewhere ; whilft 
their bodies were prefented before him, and their 
mouths and lips were moving to him, their affec- 
tions were not fet upon him, nor the defires of 
their fouls unto him, nor had they any real hearty 
concern for his glory : aad their fear towards me ts 
taught by ibe precept of men; their worfhip of God, 
was not according to the prefcription of God, and 
his revealed will; but according to the traditions 
of the elders, which they preferred to the word of 


God, -and by obferving them, tranfgreffed it, and 


made it of no effect; fee Matt. xv. 3, 6, 9. 

vy. 14. Therefore bebold; I will proceed to do a 
marvellous work amongft this people, &c.} Becaufe 
of their hypocrify and formality, their regard to 


- men, their doétrines and commandments, ‘and not 


to the will and word of God, therefore he deter- 
mines to deal marvelloufly with this people: even a 
marvellous work, and a wonder ; that is, fomething 


_exceedingly marvellous, which would,be matter of 


aftonifhment to every one that obferved it; and is 
as follows: for the wifdom of their wife men shall 
perifh, and the underfianding of their prudent men 
foall be bid; and be no more: this was eminently 
fulfilled in the wife men, the doctors and learned 
Rabbins of the Fews ; and they themfelves own *, 
that from the time the temple was deftroyed, the 
wife men became like to Scribes, andthe Scribes 
to thofe that looked after the fynagogues, and thefe 
became like the common people, and they grew 
worfe and worfe: and Maimonides acknowledges ¥, 
that this refpects their prefent cafe; he fays, when 
the heathen princes deftroyed their beft things, 
took away their wifdom, and their books, and 
killed their wife men, they became ignorant and 
unlearned ; which evil God threatened them. for 
their iniquities, as is faid in this paflage : and alfo 
this had its accomplifhment in the wife philofo- 
phers of the Gentiles ; fee 1-Cor. i. 18, 19, 20. 

15. Wo unto them, 8c.) Or, O ye, that feek 
deep to hide their counfel fromthe Lord , which they 
confulted againft Chrift, to take away his life, to 
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perfecute his apoftles, and hinder the fpread of his 


gofpel ; which tho’ they confulted in private, and 
formed deep fchemes, imagining they were not ob- 
ferved by the Lord, yet he that fits in the heaven 
faw them, and laughed at their vain imaginations, 
Pf. ii. 1,25 3,4: and their works are in the darks 
in the dark night, as if the darknefs could con- 
ceal them from the all-feeing eye of God; fuch 
works are truly works of darknefs, but can’t be 
hid, tho’ they flatter themfelves they will: and 
they fay, who feeth us 2 and who knoweth us? as no 
man they imagined did, fo not God himfelf ; into 
fuch atheifm do wicked men fink, when defirous 
of bringing their fchemes into execution, they 
have taken great pains to form; and which they 
pleafe themfelves are fo deeply laid, as that they 
cannot fail of fucceeding ; but hear what follows, 
¥. 16. Surely your turning of things upfide down, 
&c.} Revolving things in their minds, throwing 
them into different fhapes, forming various {chemes,- 
and inverting the order of things by their deep coun- 
iels, and feeking to hide things from the Lord: 
or, O the perverfene/s of you; in imagining and 
faying that no eye faw, nor any one knew, what 
they did, not the Lord himfelf. 
Latin verfion, this is your perverfe thought, namely, 
what is before related. ‘The Targum is; ‘* do you 
“* feek to pervert your works ?” Our verfion joins 
it with what follows ; tho’ a ftop fhould be made 
here, becaufe of the accent: /hall be efteemed as the 
potter's clay; their perverfe counfels and defigns 


be as eafily turned about and brought to nought, 
as the clay can be formed, and fhaped, and marred 
by the potter, at his pleafure: if or furely as the 
potter’s clay fhall it be efteemed, as the words may 
be rendered ; or it may refer to their perfons, as 
well as their counfels. So the Septuagint verfion, 
Jhall ye not be reckoned as the potter’s clay ? ye thall. 
To which agrees the Targum, ‘ behold, as the 
“¢ clay in the hand of the potter, fo are ye ac- 
“6 counted before me ;” who could do with them 
juft as feemed good in his fight. De Dieu rendets 
them, hall the potter be reckoned as the clay? Such 
was the ftupidity and perverfenefs of the Jews, in 
endeavouring to hide their counfels from the Lord, 
and in fancying that he did not fee and know them, 
that they thought God was like themfelves ; which 
is all one, as if the potter was reckoned as the clay, 
for they were the clay, and God the potter. The 
Vulgate Latin verfion is, as if the clay could think 
againft the potter, contrive fchemes to counter- 
work him; which, to imagine, was not more ftu- 
pid, than to think they could do any thing againft 
the Lord: for fhall the work fay of him that made 
it, he made me not? to fay that God does not know 
| what is done by his creatures, is in effect to fay, 
that he did not make them; for he that made 
‘them, muft needs know their actions, and even 
the very thoughts of their hearts; as he that makes 
a watch knows all that is in it, and the motions of 
it: or foall the thing framed fay of him that framed 
it, be bad no underftanding ? or yadgment, did not 
know how to make it as it fhould be. So the Septua- 
gint verfion, thou haft not made me wifely, or he dick 
not underftand the work itfelf, the make and fafhion 
‘of it. So the Targum, *$ thou doft not under- 
“< ftand me.” This might as well be faid, as for 
.a creature to pretend that God does not know 
what and where he is, or what he is doing. | 
eee A 


2 So fonie in Gataker ; 


So the Vulgate ' 


fhall be: made of no more account with God; and . 
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y. 17. Is it not yet @ very little while, 8c.| Ina 
fhort fpace of time, in a few years what follows 
would come to pafs; when there would be a ftrange 
change and alteration made in the world, and by 
which it would appear, that the Lord not only 
knows, but foreknows all things: and Lebanon 
feall be turned into a fruitful field; the foreft of 
Lebanon fhould be as Carmel. The meaning is, 
that the Gentile world, which was like a foreft un- 
cultivated, and full of unfruitful trees, to which 
wicked men may be compared, fhould thro’ the 
preaching of the gofpel be manured, become God’s 
hufbandry, and be like a fruitful field, abounding 
with people and churches, fruitful in grace, and 
good works : and the fruitful field fall be efteemed 
as a foreft ? the people of the ews, who once had 
the word and ordinances of God, and were a fruit- 
ful and flourifhing people in religion; thro’ their 
rejection of the Meffiah, and contempt of his go- 
fpel, fhould be deprived of all their privileges, and 
become like a foreft or barren land: this was ful- 
filled, when the kingdom of God was taken from 
them, and given to a nation bringing forth the 
fruits of it, Matt. xxi. 43. See J/. xxxii. 15. and 
AXRV. ‘152. 

y. 18. And in that day fhall the deaf hear the 
words of the book, &c.] That is, in the gofpel- 
day, or times of the gofpel-difpenfation, when that 
fhould be preached to the Gentiles; who before 
were deaf, but now fhould be made to hear, and 
be willing to hear, and hear fo as to underftand 
the doétrines contained in the fcriptures, the pro- 
phecies of them concerning the Meffiah ; even the 
words of that book that is fealed to the Fews, and 
could not be read, neither by the learned nor un- 
learned among them; but fhould be both read, 
heard, and underftood by the Gentiles, having ears 
given them to hear the gofpel, to receive its doc- 
trines, and obey its ordinances: and the eyes of the 
blind foall fee out of obfcurity, and out of darknefs ; 
fuch, who before were blind and ignorant as to 
fpiritual things, being called, thro’ the miniftry of 
the word, out of darknefs into marvellous light, 
and their eyes being opened by it, fhould now fee 
their fin and mifery, their loft and dangerous 
eftate, the way of life and falvation by Chrift, 
the great and glorious truths of the gofpel, and 
what eye has not feen, nor ear heard. 

¥. 19. The meek alfo fhall increafe their joy in the 
Lord, &c.] The meek, lowly, and humble, are 
fuch who are made fenfible of fin, and become 
humble under a fenfe of it; who fee the infufi- 
ciency of their own righteoufnefs, and fubmit to 
the righteoufnefs of Chrift ; who attribute all they 
have, and are, to the free-grace of God, and 
quietly fubmit to every difpenfation of providence; 
who are not eafily provoked by men, but bear 
much and long without reviling ; who envy not 
thofe that are above them in gifts and grace, nor 
defpife thofe that are below them, and think the 
wort of themfelves, and the beft of others; now 
thefe have joy in the Lord, in the word of the 
Lord, as the Targum, in the Lord Jefus Chrift ; 
in the greatnefs and glory of his perfon as Jeho- 
vah, and fo able to fave to the uttermoft; in him 
as the Lord their righteoufnefs ; in his blood and 
facrifice, for the pardon and expiation of their fins; 
in his fulnefs as theirs, to fupply their wants; in 


his falvation, being fo great, fo full, fo free, and fuit-} that dwell in it: and all that watch for iniquity are 


2 §5D%, et addent, V. L. Pagninus, Montanus. 
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able to them: and whereas their joy may be inter= 


rupted thro’ the corruptions of their cag 
cy 


temptations of fatan, and divine defertions, 
foall add* joy in the Lord, as in the original; they 


fhall repeat it, it fhall come again, it fhall be re-_ 


ftored unto them, and they fhall afrefh exerc 
and increafé in it, as we render it; for fpiritual 
may be increafed by the difcoveries of the love 
God ; by frefh views of Chrift, thro’ an increaf 
of knowledge of him, and faith in him; by means 
of meditation and prayer, and by reading and 
hearing the word : and the poor among men fball re- 
joice in the holy one of Irael; or, the pooreft of men, 
who were fo in a literal fenfe; for fuch were 
perfons, both among Yews and Gentiles, who in 
the firft times of the gofpel were brought to the 
knowledge of Chrift, and faith in him, Matf. xi. 
4. 1 Cor. i. 26, 27. or fuch who are poor in /pitit; 
not only fpiritually poor, but who are fenfible of 
their fpiritual poverty, and apply to Chrift for er 
true riches of grace: the words may be render 
Adam’s poor; fach who are impoverifhed by Adam’s 
fall, and are fenfible of it ; thefe perceiving dura- 
ble riches and righteoufnefs, even unfearchable 
‘riches, in Chrift, rejoice in him, the holy one of 
Tfrael ; who is holy in himfelf, the fanctifier of 
others, and is made fantification to-all his people. 
The Targum is, ** in the word of the holy one of 
“¢ Jfrael.”” This joy is not carnal, but fpiritual ; 
it is the fruit of the Spirit of God, and is called 
joy in the Holy Ghoft; as it alfo is the joy of 
faith, which goes along with it, is thro’ it, and 
increafes as that does; it is peculiar to believers, 
unknown to the world, and is unfpeakable, and 
full of glory: and fuch kind of rejoicing, and an 
increafe of it, are what belong to gofpel-times. 

¥. 20. For the terrible one is brought to nought, 
&c.] Who before was fo to the people of God; 
meaning not Sennacherib king of Afyria, but fome 
formidable enemy or enemies under the gofpel- 
difpenfation ; as the Scribes and Pharifees, and the 
Fewifo Sanhedrin; who were violent s, as it may be 
rendered, violent perfecutors of the followers of 
Chrift, the meek and poor before defcribed; who 
were brought to nought, and their power ceafed 
at the deftruction of Ferufalem; and the Roman 
emperor, with all fubordinate rulers and governors 
in the empire, who harrafied the chriftians in a 
terrible manner, but were at laft brought to nought 
by Conftantine, and their perfecution ceafed; and 
the Romifh antichrift, who has been fo terrible, that 
none could or durft oppofe him; he in a little time 
will be brought to nought, and ceafe to be. The 
Septuagint verfion renders. it, the wicked one faileth ; 
and ufes the fame word ¢, by which antichrift is 
defcribed, 2 Thef: ii. 8. alfo fatan, that terrible 
enemy of the faints, fhall be brought to nought ; 
firft bound for a thoufand years ; and afterwards 
being loofed, fhall be taken again, and caft into 
the lake of fire; all which will be matter of joy 
to the meek and lowly : and the corner is confumed ; 
the fame as before, only reprefented under a dif- 
ferent character; the Few, that mocked at Chrift, 
becaufe of his meannefs, and that of his followers, 
that feoffed at his doétrines and miracles; and the 
Gentile, that derided his crofs, and 


the oe i 
of it; and antichrift, whofe mouth is full of bla? 


phemies againft God, and his tabernacle, and them 


cue 
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cut off; that can’t fleep unlefs they commit it, and 
fe¢k for and take all opportunities of doing it; or 
watch for iniquity in others, in Chrift, and the profef- 
fors of his religion, or for any thing they could call 
fo, that they might have fomething to accufe them 
of, and charge them with, and a pretence to pro- 
ceed again{ft them in colour of law and juttice; 
which has been ‘the practice of ‘Jews, pagans, and 
papitts. ; 


y. 21. Lhat make a man an offender for a word, 


&c. | Inadyertently fpoken, unwarily dropped, with- 
out any bad defign or ill meaning ;, or for a word 
mifplaced or mifconftrued ; or for preaching, and 
profefiing the word of God, the gofpel of falva- 
tion, and adhering to it; which is the true cha- 
racter of the perfecutors of good men. in all ages: 
fome render-the words, who make a mam fin by a 
word * by their words and doétrines ; and fo ap: 
ply it to the falfe prophets, as Farchi does ; ‘and 
very well agrees with the Pharifees in Chrift’s time, 
who made men to fin, to tranfgrefs the word of 
God by their traditions. The Yargum is,’ ‘* who 
* condemn the fons of men bystheir words ;”’ or 
for them ; particularly for their words ‘of reproof, 
for which they make them offenders, or pronounce 
them guilty, as follows: and lay a fuare for him that 
reproveth in the gate; either for jut judges, who 
fat in the gate of the city, and faithfully reproved 
and punifhed men for their fins; or for fuch that 
had boldnefs and courage enough to reprove wicked 
men openly, and -before all, for their wickednefs, 
the gate being a public place,.where people pals 
and repafs ; and fuch that fin openly, fhould be 
reproved openly ,; and particularly the true pro- 
phets of the Lord may be referred to, who fome- 
times were fent to publifh their meffages, which 
were frequently reproofs of the people, in the gates 
of the city ; but above all, Chrift feems to be re- 
fpefted, who in the moft public manner inveighed 
againft the Scribes and Pharifees for their wicked- 
nefs, on accotnt of which they fought to entangle 
him in his talk, and to lay fnares for his life ; fee 
Mait. xxii, 15. and 23d chapter: and turn afide 
ike juft for a thing of nought , the Targum is, ‘‘ that 
‘ falfly pervert the judgment of the innocent ;” 
that turn away their judgment, decline doing them 
juitice, but condemn them on frivolous pretences, 
for juft nothing at all, what is mere emptinefs 
and vanity : Chrift is eminently the ju# one, righ- 
teous in himfelf, and the author of righteoufnefs 
to others; yet, on account of things for which 
there were no foundation, and contrary to all ju- 
ftice, he was proceeded againft as a criminal. 

y. 21. Therefore thus faith the Lord, who redeemed 
Abrabam, &c.] That brought him from Ur of the 
Chaldees; that freed him from idolatry, and from 
a vain converfation before converfion, and deli- 
yered him from many evils and dangers after- 
wards; and fayed him with an everlafting falva- 
tion, thro’ the Meffiah, the great Redeemer, that 
fprung from him, and took on him the nature 
of the feed of Abraham: concerning the houfe of 
Facob; his family and pofterity, the whole body 
‘of the Fewifh people ; or rather the church of God 
in gofpel-times, confifting of the pofterity of Fa- 
cob, that trod in his fteps, plain-hearted chriftians, 
Ifraclites indeed, praying fouls, wreftling Jacobs, 
and prevailing [reels ; of whom the Lord {peaks 
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nor his face now wax pale; as formerly, when thofe 
that defcended from Faced rejected the Meffiah, - 
traduced his character, as if he was the worft of 
men ;-blafphemed his perfon, doctrines, and mi- 
racles; {pit upon him, buffeted, fcourged, and 
crucified him ; which filled thofe of the fame de- 
{cent and nation, that believed in him, with fhame 
and confufion, fo that their faces blufhed, or 
turned pale or white ; but now this fhould be no 
longer their cafe, becaufe of the converfion and 


falvation of that people in the latter day, which is 


predicted in the next verfe, with which this is con- 
nected. ; 

¥. 23.. But when he feeth his children, the work 
of my hands, in the midft of him, &c.] That is, it 
will be & pleafure to the church of God, fignified 
by Facob, when they fhall obferve a great number 
of, Facob’s pofterity, or of the Fews, born again, 
become the children of the church, born in her, 
and nurfed up at her fide, dandled on her knees, 
and fucking at the breafts of her confolation; and 
fo in the midift of her, members of her, and in 
communion with her, having been begotten again, 
by means of, her minifters, thro’ the gofpel, by the 
fpirit and grace of God; and fo the work of his 
hands, his new creatures, formed for and by him- 
felf ; his workmanthip, created in Jefus Chrift, cu- 
rioufly wrought by his hands, as well as engraven 
on them : they fhall fanétify my name, meaning ei- 
ther the {piritual feed of ‘Zacob, thofe regenerated 
ones, the nation that fhall be born at once ; thefe 
fhall fanctify the name of the Lord, not by mak- 
ing, but by declaring him to be holy; by be- 
lieving in his name; by feeking to him for righ- 
teoufnefs and holinefs,; by embracing his doétrines, 
and fubmitting to his ordinances ;* which will add 
to the pleafure of the church of Chrift. So the 
Vulgate Latin verfion renders it, but when he feeth 
his children—fanétifying my name: or. elle Facob, 
that is, the church of Chrift is here meant, who, 
upon feeing fuch a large number of Fewi/h con- 
verts, fhall fanctify the name of the Lord, or give 
him. praife and glory on account of it; which is 
repeated with fome addition, and /anéiify the holy 
one of Facob, and foall fear the God of Ifrael; re- 
verence his name and his fanctuary, his word and 
his ordinances, worfhip him inwardly and out- 
wardly, fear the Lord and his goodnefs, both the 
church and .thefe new converts, Ho/. iii. 5. 

y. 24. Lhey alfo that erred in fpirit, &c.|] In 
judgment, and in fpiritual things; as the Fews 
have done, ever fince the Meffiah’s coming, being 
given up to a fpirit of error, as the Targum, on 
y¥. 10. calls it; they have erred concerning the 
{criptures, and the prophecies of them ; concern- 
ing the Meffiah, his work and office ; concerning 
his truths and his ordinances, and by preferring 
their traditions to the word of God: but thete 
foall come to underftanding ; to a fpiritual under- 
ftanding of Chrift, and falvation by him; of his 
gofpel, and the doétrines of it ; as well of them- 
felves, their ftate, and condition: and they that 
murmured, at Chrift, and at what was delivered 
by him ; at the reception of finners by him; sat 
the calling of the Gentiles , and at the providences 
of God that have attended them, ever fince their 
rejection of the true Meffiah: shall learn doéirine , 
the doétrine of the Meffiah; not the law, as Kim- 


the following things: Facob fall not now be afoamed, | chi and Ben Melech ; but the gofpel, which Chrift 


received 


eaa720 CTTW PytoM, qui verbis faciunt ut peccent homines, Caftalio; peccare facientes hominem in verbo, Pagninus, 
us. And to the fame fenfe the Septuagint, Vulgate Lat, Syr. and Arab. 
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received from his Father, as the word * ufed figni-- 
fies, and his ‘difciples received from him, and the’ 
church’ has received from them, and has. been 


CHAP. XXX. 


i Nari chapter contains a complaint of the | 

Fews for their fins and tranfereffions ;" a pro- 
phecy of their deftruétion for them ; a promife of 
grace and mercy, and of happy times to the faints ; 
and a threatening of utter and dreadful ruin to the 
wicked. The ews are complained of for their 
rebellion againft God, their flighting his ‘counfel 
and protection, their truft in Egypt, and application 
therefor help; ‘whither they went with their riches 
for fafety, but in vain, it’ being contrary to the 
will and counfel of God, y¥. 1, 2; 3,4, 5, 6,°7. 
next follows a denunciation of ruin and deftruction 
for thefe things, rebellion, and lying, and vain 
confidence, as well as for contempt of the word of 
God, which, that it might appear fure and cer- 
tain, is ordered to be written in a book, y. 8, 9, 
10, 11, 12. and this ruin is fignified bythe fudden 
falling of a wall, and by the breaking of a potters 
veffel into pieces, which can never be ufed more, 
¥.13, 14. and feeing they rejected the way of fal- 
vation propofed by the Lord, and took their own 
way, firft deftruétion is threatened them, which 
fhould be very eafily brought about, and become 
fo general, that few fhould efcape it, ¥. 15, 16, 17. 
and then-promifes of grace and mercy are made 
to them that wait for the Lord, ¥.18. fuch as a 
dwelling place in Zion, hearing their prayers, grant- 
ing them teachers to inftruct them, and the rid- 
dance of idolatry from them, ¥. 19, 20, 21, 22. 
and alfo many outward bleffings, as feafonable rain, 
good bread-corn, fat paftures, good food for cattel, 
and fruitfulnefs of mountains and hills, ¥. 23, 24, 
25. likewife an amazing degree of fpiritual light 
and glory, and healing of the Lord’s people, ¥. 26. 
and the chapter is concluded with a threatening of 
God’s wrath upon the Afyrian, exprefied by va- 
rious fimilies, as of an angry man, an overflowing 
torrent, a tempeft of thunder, lightening, and hail, 
andthe fire of Topher, ¥. 27—33. 


v.1. Wo to the rebellious children, faith the Lord, 
&c.] The Yews, who were by national adoption, 
and by outward ‘profeffion of religion, the children 
of God, but were apoftates from him, had turned 
their backs upon him, deviated from his-law, and’ 
departed from his worfhip and ordinances ; and 
therefore a wo is pronounced againft them, or they 
are called upon to confider of their evil ways, and 
return, that iniquity might not be their ruin: that 
take counfel, but not of me, they met and confulted 
together about their fafety, when in danger, but 
did not afk counfel of the Lord; they did not con- 
fult his word, nor his prophets, nor by Urim and 
Thummim, as in cafe of war they fhould, more 
elpecially : and that cover with @ covering, but not 
of my fpirit , they fought fora cover, a fhelter, a 


in the latter day, who will learn the true’ kn 
lede™ pr ith 2n mitts t ! is 
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< but do not afk: of my prophets :”' that they may” 
add fin to fin, the fins of confulting others) and’ 
of putting confidence in a creature, to their other’ 
fins of rebellion and apoftacy : fo wicked’meny who" 
are enemies in their minds, by wicked' works ‘to® 


God, and commit atts of hoftility againft him, and® 


are in danger thereby of eternal’ ruin, do not Gon" 
fult the word and minifters of the gofpel, ‘but flefh’ 


and blood, carnal fenfe and reafon, and {eek to® 


cover therffelves with the rags of their own righté* 
oufnefs, and not with the robe'of Chrift’s righte>" 
oufnefs, and garments of falvation, which the {piri 
of God reveals and brings near; and fo to their’ 
other fins, they add that of trufting’ to their own 
righteoufnefs, and not fubmitting ito Chrift’s) © bar 
y¥.2. That walk to go down into Heypt, Beer)» 
That walk out of their own land to go’ thither; 
who fent meffengers thither to form an alliance, and® 
get help and affiftance, or went in’ perfon,*tolfe+e 
cure themfelves from prefent danger. farcbi refers 
this to the times of Hofhea, the fon of Elahy king* 
of Ifrael, who fent mefiengers to So'king of Egyg 
2 Kings xvii. 4. Jerom to the times of Fereminby 
to the hiftory in his prophecy, in ch. xli.42, 43.7 
and others to Zedekiah. Kimchi thinks ‘it refpects® 
the time of Abaz, tho’ there is no account, either 
in the books of Kings or Chronicles, of fending then® 
to Egypt for help ; or elfe to the times of Hezekiah» 
himfelf; which latter is right, as appears fronpthet 
infults of Rabjhakeh, when Sennacherib’s army was* 
before Ferufalem, in ch. xxxvi. 6: (and have nor 
afked at my mouth) , or as the Targum, ‘* the words! 
‘< of my prophets they have not afked 3” they did’ 


not enquire of the prophets of the Lord whether? 


they fhould go down or no: #0 firengthem themfelves: 
in the ftrength of Pharaoh, by making an alliance: 
with him, and receiving men and horfes from jhimy- 
to affift them againft the Afprians; this Pharaoh’ 


was he, whom the {criptures call So, 2 Kings xvii4. ~ 


and by other writers Sevechus and Sethon: and to 
truft in the foadow of Egypt the protection that 
would afford' them, in which they placed their‘con™ 
fidence, and thought themfelves fafe from ‘their 
other enemy, by having fo powerful an ally but’ 
this was but a fhadow, as are whatfoever men truft’ 
in fhort of the Lord himfelf, be they riches or 
righteoufnefs, or any creature or creature-enjoy~ 
ment. val? ayer 


y. 3. Therefore fhall the ftrength of Pharaoh be: 


your foame, &c.| ‘They fhould be difappointed of 


the help and affiftance they expected from him, and 


fo be afhamed of their ally, and of confidence imhim:’ 


and the truft in the fhadow of Egypt your confufion’s 


they fhould be confounded, when they fhould find 


themfelves unfupported by the Egyptians, in whom’ 


they put their confidence ; fo all fuch that truft in 


protection from the enemy, but not from the fpirit | the creature, ar in an arm of flefh, fooner or later? 
of the Lord, in his word and prophets, who would } are afhamed and confounded ; but thofe: 


have directed them to a more {uitable and ftifficient 
one, 


{ecret counfels, which they laid deep, as they fan- 


cied; and fought ito hide. » The Targum of the for- | 
mer claufe, and this is, ** that take counfel, but’! 


“ce 


sah 
rapa Ap? 


not of my word; that confult a confultation, ; that princes fhould be fent embaffadors into Bg 


?, Capere, accipere, eft id quod aliquis fibi fumit dicendum, Guffet. Ebr. Comment. P 443. \ 


‘in the Lord never are, neither in this world, nor~ 


Kimchi anderftands this of their covert and | 


in that to come. bee antootid) ee heres 
y.4. For bis princes were at Zoan, 8c.) Th 

is, the princes of the king of Judah, or of 

people of Fudah, tho’ it can hardly be tho 
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to enter into an alliance, or requeft help, without of the country of Egypt, into which they went, 


the knowledge; leave, and,confent, and indeed or- 
der, of the king, under which character they went, 
_ as appears from the following claufe: aad bis em- 
bajaaers came te Hanes; thele are the fame with 
the princes, for fuch were fent on this embaifly, 
both tor the honour of the kingdom, and for the 
more eafy obtaining of their end; the two’ places 
mentioned, to which they went, were two principal 
cities in, Agypt; where probably the king of Egypt 
was,, andyhis court kept, fometimes at one»place, 
and fometimes at another. Zoan is the fame with 
Y@uis, the metropolis of one of the nomes or. pro- 
vinees of Egypt, called from it the Tanitic nome ; 
andfo.the Targum here renders it, Zanes ; and the 
Ssepiuagint and Vulgate Latin verfions, Tanis.; fee 
the, note on ch. xix. 11. The Fews ® fay there: is 
nota more excellent place in all Egypt than Zoan, 
becaufe kings were brought up in it, as it is here 
faid, 418 princes were at Zoan ; the other here called 
Hanes,.is the fame with Tabapanes in Fer. ii. 16. 
and Yakpanbes, chy xliii. 7, 8,9. and fo the Tar- 
gum here,calls it; it is thought*to be the fame 
with Dephne Pelufie ; here Pharaoh had a houfe 
or palace; fee Fer. xliii. g. and this is the reafon 
of the embafiadors going thither. 

wig. Lhey were all afhamed of a people that could 
not profit them, &c.|. The princes, the embaffadors 
that were fent-unto them, and the king or people, 
or both, that fent them, who hoped for, and ex- 
pected great things from them, but being difap- 
pointed, were filled with fhame ;° becaufe either the 
'Lgypiians, who are the people here meant, either 
could not help them, or would not, not daring to 
engage with fo powerful an enemy as the Affyrian 
monarch, which is illuftrated and confirmed by 
repeating the fame, and ufing other words: xo? be 
an kelp, nor profit, but a foame, and alfo a reproach ; 
fo far from being of any advantage to them, by 
helping and affifting them againft their enemy, 
wariting either inclination or capacity, or both, that 
it not»only turned to their fhame, but even was 
‘matter of reproach to them, that ever they made 
any application to them, or placed any confidence 
in:them for help. 

¥.6. The burden of the beafts of thexfouth, &c.] 
Some think this begins a new. prophecy, and this 
the name and infcription of it. The Septuagint 
verfion is, ‘* the vifion of the four-footed beafts 
*¢ in the wildernefs ;” and Kimchi’s note is, ‘* this 
“¢ prophecy, which he prophefied, that the beafts 
** of the fouth fhould go out, meaning the beatts 
“* of the wildernefs, and. devour thofe that went 
“* to feck help from Egypt ;” but it refpects the 
fame thing as before, as appears by what follows ; 
namely, the meflengers going down to Egypt, 
which lay fouth of Fudea, as Farchi and Kimchi, 
Ben Melech and Abarbinel obferve, with beafts carry- 
ing riches thither, either for fafety, or to obtain 
help from them : into a land .of trouble and anguifh, 
as it had been to their fathers formerly, and would 
be no otherwife to them now, notwithftanding their 
high raifed expectations of affiftance from them ; 
_ there may be an allufion to its name Mizraim: 

from whence come the young and old lion, the viper, 
and fiery flying serpent , creatures with which Egypt 
abounded, as hiftorians relate, and where fome of 
them, at leaft,,were worfhipped, and where alfo 
men dwelt comparable to thefe creatures, as for 
craft, and cruelty; tho’ fome underftand this not 
ac wnt 2 bel 
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but of the defert of Arabia, which lay between 
Judea and Egypt, thro’? which they went; which 
was a land of trouble and anguifh, for want of 
water, and becaufe of thefe noxious creatures, of 
which it was full; fee Deut. viii. 15: they will 
carry their riches upon the fooulders of young affes 
which were much ufed in Judea to carry burdens 
on, and which were laid chiefly on their fhoulders; 
and this-denotes the great quantity of riches that 
would be, and were carried into Egypt, either by 
the ambafladors, as prefents to the Egypiians, to 
gain their friendfhip and affiftance; or elfe by fome 
of the principal inhabitants of Feru/alem and Judea, 
who upon hearing of the invafion by Sexnacherib, 
gathered. up their riches, and fled to Lgipt with 
them for, fafety, niaking ufe of young affes and 
camels, -as follow: and their treafures upon the 
bunches, of camels; much ufed in travelling thro’ 
the deferts of radia, and which have fome one, 
fome two bunches on their backs, whereby they are 
better fitted to carry burthens. The word is of the 
fingular number, and only ufed in this\place;, and 
has the fignification of honey, as the camels bunch 
is fo called, as Farchi from the Talmud.” fays, be- 
caufe when hurt, it is healed by anointing it with 
honey ; and upon thefe they carried their money 
and jewels they had treafured up: ¢o.@ people that 
feall not proft them ; the Egyptians, who were of 
no fervice to the Fews, to free them from thé in- 
vafion of the Affyrians. 

¥.7. For the Egyptians fhall help in vain, and 
to no purpofe, &c.] Not fending fuccours in time, 
or fuch as did no fervice; tho’ they made a thew 
of help, and attempted to help them, or feemed 
to do fo, yet failed to do it: therefore cave I cried ; 
proclaimed or publifhed, either the Lord by the 
prophet, or the prophet in the name of the Lord, 
which is much the fame: concerning this, their 
firength is to fit fill; either concerning. this em- 
bafly, that it would have been better for the em- 
bafladors to have {pared all their toil, and labour, 
and ftrength, in going down to Egypt, and have 
remained quiet and eaify in their own country ; or, | 
I cried, or called, to this ', this city of Ferufalem, ’ 
and the inhabitants of it, and declared to them, 
that it was beft for them quietly to truft in the 
Lord, and depend upon his protection, and fit ftill 
in Ferufalem, and not attempt to flee from thence 
to Egypt for fafety, and they fhould fee the fal- 
vation of God, as in Exod. xiv. 13. to which fome 
think there is an.allufion; not but that they might 
be bufy, and employ themfelves in preparing for 
their defence, by providing themfelves with arms, 
and repairing their fortifications ; but it was not 
right to go out of the city, and feck a foreign aid 
or fafety. The word for /trengih is Rabab, one of 
the names of Egypt, Pf. \xxxvil. 3. Tf. li. g. and 
fo the fenfe may be, their Rabab, their Egypt, or 
what they expect from-thence, namely, protection 
and fafety, is to fit ftill, and abide quietly at Fe- 
rufalem. ‘archi refers this to Egypt, I bave called 
to this, to Egypt, they are of a proud {pirit, the 
people ceafe, and are proud without caule; or ac- 
cording to another expofition he gives, their pride 
ceafeth, or it is fit it fhould. De Dieu interprets 
it alfo of Egypt; and fo does Gufetius *, but in a 
different manner, thus, the Egyptians are ftrength 
as to reft, they will ftrongly reft, while J/rae/ ftrong- 
ly hopes they will help them. 
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-¥.8. Now go, write it before them in a table, 
and note it in a book, &c.] Meaning their fins, 
their rebellion againft God, their truft in an arm 
of flefh, and contempt of the divine word ; or the 
prophecy of their deftruction, for thefe things ; and 
both may be meant; which the Lord orders to be 
written before their eyes, in fome public place, as 
in the temple, upon a table, a table of wood co- 
vered with wax, on which they formerly wrote, 
and then hung it up againft a wall, that it might 
be read by every one; and he would have him alfo 
engrofs it ina book, that it might be kept for 
time to come: now what God would have thus 
written and engroffed, muft be fomething confider- 
able, and of confequence; and, as it may refer 
to the fins of this people, may denote\the black- 
nefs and deteftablenefs of them, as being what they 
had reafon to be afhamed of, when thus fet before 
them; and, as it may refer to their punifhment, 
it may fignify the certainty of it: that it may be 
for the time to come, for ever and ever ; and fo con- 
tinue to their eternal infamy, and for the juftifica- 
tion of God in his proceedings again{t them, and 
be cautions unto others. The Vulgate Latin ver- 
fion renders it, for a teftimony for ever, a witnels 
for God, and againft the Yews ; and fo the Tar- 
gum, “ and it fhall be in the day of judgment for 
“© a witnefs before me for ever.” 

¥.9. That this is a rebellious people, &c.| This, 
with what follows, is what the Lord would have 
written and engroffed, and remain for ever; or 
this is a reafon why he would have it, for fo the 
words may be rendered, for, or becaufe, this is a 
rebellious people's rebellious againft God and his 
commands ; they are called rebellious children be- 
fore, ¥.1. and as it follows, Jing children; falfe 
fpurious ones, only called, not truly the children of 
God, and lied when they called themfelves fo, and 
were guilty of lying alfo, not only to.God, but to 
one another: children that will not bear the law of 
the Lord; etther read, or- explained, at “leaft, not 
fo as to be obedient to it; and fuch muft be re- 
bellious ones, and deferve not to be called the chil- 
dren of God. The Yargum is, ‘* children that like 
** not to receive the doctrine of the law of the 
“Lords: 5 

¥.10. Whigh fay to the feers, fee not, &c.] The 
fame with the prophets in the next claufe, which 
explains this : aud to the prophets, prophefy not unto 
us right things ; things agreeable to the mind and 
will of God, and which ought to be done; not 
that they, in fo many words faid this, but this was 
the language of their hearts and actions. The Zar- 
gum is, ** who fay to the prophets, prophefy not, 
“* and to the teachers, teach us not the doctrine 
“< of the law:” /peak unto us fmooth things, that 
peace and profperity fhould attend them, tho’ they. 
went on in their finful courfes: prophefy deceits ; 
for to prophefy peace to them, when deftruction 
was at hand, was to deceive them; and yet they 
chofe rather to be told the one than the other. 

y. 11. Get ye out of the way: turn afide out of 
the path, &c.| Theie two expreffions mean one 
and the fame thing; either that the prophets would. 
go out of their uiual way of threatening ruin and 
deftru€tion ; or that they would go out of the way 
of the people, and not ftand in it to hinder them 
purfuing their own lufts and pleafures; or that 
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they would go out of the right way, as the Tar=) 


gum, which is God’s way, and join with thems: 
or, at leaft, connive at, and indulge them, in their’ 


ways : caufe the holy one of Irael to ceafe from bes 


fore us; don’t fo often make mention of his name, 
or come to us with a thus faith. the Lordy let us’ 
hear no more of him, or mefiages from him; and 
efpecially under :this: character of the 
Jrael, who is by nature holy, loves holinefs, and: 
requires it, and hates fin. The Targum is, ‘© e+ 
‘** move far from us the word of the holy one*of 
“* Trael;” let us hear. no more of that. 9) 9 
¥.12. Wherefore thus faith the holy one of Ifrael, 
&c.] The prophet introduces his meflage with 
the phrafe they objected to: minifters of the word 
muit not feek to pleafe men, nor fhould they be 


deterred from the ufe of phrafes, becaufe difliked: — 


by natural men: as in our days, men don’t love’ 
to hear the name of Chrift fo often mentioned; or’ 
his gofpel, or. the glorious truths of it; but the 
ufe of them fhould not be left off on that account, 
but rather they fhould be the more ineuleated, as’ 
we find this phrafe was; fee ¥. 15: becaufe ye de> 
[pife this word ; either this name of the Lord, rhe 


holy one of Ijrael, or this prophecy that was de= - 


livered unto them, which reproved them for their’ 
confidence in Egypt, and exhorted them to fit ftill 
at home, and truft in the Lord; but inftead of 
that they trufted in what was very bad, as follows? 
but truji in oppreffion and perverfenels, and fray there~ 
on either in oppreffors, and perverfe perfons, as 
the Egyptians were, or in their wealth, got by 
oppreffion, rapin, and fraud, which they carried 
to Egypt, and on which they depended for fuccour 
and relief; and in that perverfe difpofition of mindy 
contradicting the Lord {peaking by his prophets,’ 
refolving to take their own way, not doubting but 
that they fhould have fuccefs. 

¥.13. Therefore this iniquity foall be to you as a 
breach ready to fall, &c.| Or, as a falling breach *;° 
contempt of the word of God, and trufting in 
wickednefs, reje€ting the counfel of God, and 
placing confidence in the creature, thefe would be 
the caufe of ruin; which ruin is fignified by the 
breach of a falling wall, or by.a breach ina wall, 
by reafon of which it is in danger of falling, and 
is juft ready to fall: /welling out in a high wall; 
like a wall that bellies out and bulges, and which, 
when it once.begins to do, fuddenly falls ; and the 
higher it is, it comes with more foree, and the 
greater is the fall: whofe breaking cometh fuddenly, 
and at an inftant, and fo it is fuggefted fhould be 
the ruin of this people; the high towering con- 
fidence they had in Lgypt would fall with its own 
weight, and they with it, and be broken to pieces 
in a moment; and which is further illuftrated by 
another fimile. s A ~ 

y.14. And be foall break it as the breaking of the 
potters veffel, 8c.) ‘That is, their confidence in 
an arm of flefh, and they that place it there ; and 
this either God fhall do, of the enemy, and God 
by him; or rather it may be rendered itr 


ces a 


which the ruin of this people is eliotn 


when it falls fhall be broke to’ pieces, | 


veflel is when it falls upon a pavement, id 

againft any thing, or ftruck with a rod of iron: 

that is broken in pieces, he foall not {pare ; or ne a 
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is broken in pieces without mercy, as the Targum, 
no pity fhall be fhown by the enemy, nor mercy 
from the Lord: fo that there hall not be found in 
the burfting of it a foerd to take fire from the hearth, 
or to take water withal ont of the pit; as poor peo- 
ple are wont to do, to take fire from the hearth, 
and water out of a well, in a piece of a broken 
pitcher ™; but this veffeél fhould be broke into fo 
many fhivers, that there fhould not be fuch a piece 
left of it as could be made ufe of for fuch pur- 
pofes. This denotes the utter and irreparable ruin 
and deftruétion of thefe people, which tho’ it was 
not at this time, yet afterwards by the Babylonians, 
and efpecially by the Romans. . 
‘yw. 15. For thus faith the Lord God, the holy one 
of irae, &c.| This is ftill repeated, tho’ dif- 
pleafing to the carnal Fews, who notwithftanding 
their ill behaviour to the Lord, condefcends to give 
them the beft advice, as follows: in returning and 
reft foall ye be faved, or may be faved; this is 
the right, and the only way, namely, by returning 
from their evil ways, particularly their purpofe of 
going to Egypt for help, and by returning to God 
by repentance and reformation, and to his worfhip 
and ordinances ; and fo the Targum, “ if ye return 
“to my law;” and by refing quietly at home, 
and repofing their truft in the Lord : in quietnefs 
and confidence fhall be your firength ; in a quiet fub- 
miffion to the wfll of God, and in quietly waiting 
upon him for the iffue and event of things, abiding 
in their own houfes, and not in a hurrying tu- 
multuous manner, running here and there for help; 
and in a holy and humble confidence in the Lord, 
and in the power of his might, where they fhould 
find fuch ftreneth and fecurity, as Pharaoh king of 
Egypt could not give them: and ye would not , 
“would not be-periuaded.to keep at home, and 
from going down to Egypt; would not take the 
advice given, but purfue their own meafures and 
methods of falvation. This is the literal fenfe of 
the words ; and if they can be accommodated to. 
fpiritual and eternal falvation, it may be done in 
this way : repentance may be meant by returning, 
and faith by ref; or, by returning and refi, may 
be defigned returning to reft, that is, to Chritft, 
who is the only reft to weary fouls: guietne/s may 
_ intend peace of confcience, arifing from the blood 
and righteoufnefs of Chrift,; and confidence faith, 
and an affurance of it, which make men ftrong 
chriftians ; tho” their ftrength does not barely lie in 
thefe graces, but in the object of them: now faith 
and repentance are bleffings of the covenant of 
grace, gifts of God, and graces of the fpirit, which 
go together in the doétrine of falvation, and have 
a concern in it ; tho’ they are not meritorious pro- 
curing caufes, nor conditions of it; yet in this way 
God brings his people to falvation, and they enter 
into, and are defcriptive of, the character of fuch 
that are faved; there is fo clofe a connection be- 
tween thefe and falvation, that none are faved with- 
out them; and it may be obferved, that this way 
of faving men thro’ faith and repentance, and by 
oing to Chrift alone for reft, and by placing con- 
dence in, and deriving all peace and comfort from 
him, is difagreeable to unregenerate men; which 
is a proof of the wretched depravity, and cor- 
ruption, and perverfenefs of the will of man. 


_ ¥. 16. But ye faid, no, but we will flee upon 
horfes, &ec.| Hither and thither, to get help and 
affiftance; go down to Egypt for it on them,. ot 
thither for them, as fome'render it; and then face 
the enemy, and if we can’t conquer him, will flee 
from him, and fo provide for our fafety ; this is 
man’s way of falvation, as oppofed to God’s way ; 
fee Hof. i. 7. and xiv. 3, or this may defign their 
fleeing on horfes and camiels with their niches into 
Egypt, both for the fécurity of them and their 
perions, ¥. 6: therefore fhall ye flee; on horfes from 
the enemy, and be purfued and taken by him ; 
this was fulfilled long after, when the city was 
taken by the Chaldeans, fee 2 Kings xxv. 4: and 
we will ride upon the fwift; horfes or camels, to 
the fwiftnefs of which they trufted, and doubted 
not to get off fafe, but would find themfelves. mi- 
ftaken: therefore fhall they that purfue you, be fwift; 
yea fwifter than the horfes and camels they rode 
on, and overtake them, and either put them to 
death, or carry them captive. The Chaldeans aré 
reprefented as very fwift, ‘er. iv. 13. Hab. i. §. 

¥.17. One thoufand fhall flee at the rebuke of 
one, &c.] A troop of horfe, confifting of a thou, 
fand men, fhall flee upon the attack and onfet of 
a fingle perfon, fo difpirited fhould they be, and 
fo poffefied of the fear of the enemy ; what was 
promifed to them with refpeét to their enemies, is 
here turned againft them, Zev. xxvi. 7, 8. Deut. 
XXXil. 30:, at the rebuke of five fhall ye flee, being 
attacked by a very fmall number, the whole, army 
fhould run away: this denotes with what eafe they 
fhould be routed, and put to flight; and is to be 
underftood, not of what would be at the prefent 
time, but of what fhould come to pafs hereafter, 
when the Chaldean army fhould come againft them: 
till ye be left as a beacon upon the top of a mountain; 
or, asthe maft of a fhip, fo the Septuagint, and 
other verfions. ‘farchi fays it fignifies a high tree, 
or tal] piege of wood fixt in the earth, like a fhip’s 
maft », fet up to give warning of an enemy’s ap- 
proach, and when, and where, fometimes fires ufed 
to be kindled ; hence the Targum is, * till ye are 
‘¢ Jeft as a burning torch on the top of a moun- 
“¢ tain.” The Syriac verfion renders it, as a wild 
afs, folitary and alone; and as an enfign on an bill, 
erected as a trophy of victory. The défign of the 
metaphors is to fhew that there fhould be few that 
fhould efcape falling into the enemy’s hand, here 
and there one, that fhould be fcattered about, and 
be very thin, as beacons and enfigns are, and 
fhould be warnings to others of purfuing the fame 
foolifh and finful methods and practices. - 

y.18. And therefore will the Lord wait, that be 
may be gracious unto you, &c.| Or yet %, or mever- 
thelefs ; tho’ fuch an utter deftruction fhall be made, 
there are a few that the Lord has a good wil! unto, 
and therefore waits till the fet time comes to arife 
and have mercy on them; he has taken up thoughts 
and refolutions of grace and favour concerning 
them, and has fixed the time when he will thew 
it; and he is, as it were, panting and longing after 
it, as the word * ufed fignifies, as fome have ob- 
ferved; until itis up; he waits for the fitteft and 
moft proper time to fhew mercy ; when things are 
brought to the worft, to the’ greateft extremity, 
and when his people are brought to a fenfe of their 
Se ds OE danger, 

® Vid. Mifn. Sabbat. cap. 8. §.7.. * YUN fervaremini, Piftator, Gataker. P So Ben Melech 
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danger, and. of their. fins, and to repentance for 
them, -and to fee their need of his ees and fal- 
vation, and ‘to implore it, and to depend upon him 
for it; then, in the mount of difficulty, and in the 
moft feafonable time, does the Lord appear ; and 
hereby the mercy is the fweeter to them; and his 
grace is the more magnified towards them: fo he 
waits ‘to be gracious to his people in converfion ; 
he is gracious before; he is of a gracious difpo- 
fition ; he is inclined, nay refolved, to fhew fa- 
vour to them; yea he has done various acts of grace 
before, fuch as their election in Chrift, the pro- 
Vifion of a Saviour for them in the covenant, put- 
ting all grace into his hands for them, the tedemp- 
tion of them by him, and the adoption of them 
into his family ; but in converfion there is an open 
exhibition and difplay of the grace of God; much 
grace is then fhewn in applying pardoning grace, 
a juftifying righteoufnefs, and falvation by Chrift 
unto them; by many love-vifits, and by opening 
the treafures of his grace unto them, as well as by 
implanting much grace in them, as faith, hope, 
love, and every other: now there is a fixed time 
for all this; and until that time comes, the Lord 
Waits to be gracious ; this is his long-fuffering to- 
wards his elect, which iffues in their falvation ; he 
don’t cut. them off in their fins ; he bears much 
and long with them, and, as it were, longs till 
the time comes to unbofom himfelf to them, and 
beftow his favours on them ; and fo after conver- 
fion, he waits and obferves the fitteft time to de- 
liver them out of afflictions, temptations, &c. and 
therefore will he be exalted, that he may have mercy 
on you; or, will exalt himfelf*; raife up himfelf, 
who feemed to be afleep, and carelefs of his people, 
and rife up againft their enemies, and in defence 
of them, which is fhewing mercy to them ; or be 
exalted on his throne of grace, that he may give, 
and they may find, grace and mercy to help them 
in-time of need: or, be will exalt, or lift up; 
that is, his fon; fo he was lifted up onthe crofs, 
that his people might be drawn after him, and 
faved by him; and he has alfo exalted him at his 
right-hand, to be a prince and a Saviour, to give 
repentance unto J/rael, and forgivenefs of fins ; and 
he is now lifted up as the ferpent on the pole in 
the miniftry of the word, that whofoever believes 
in him, fhould have-everlafting life ; fo that thefe 
exaltations, or liftings up, are in order to have 
mercy ; and his waiting to be gracious, is by the 
ews‘ interpreted of his defire after the Meffiah’s 
coming, and his waiting for that: or, be will be 
exalted, in, or by, having mercy on you" the glory 
of God is difplayed in fhewing mercy to his peo- 
ple; they are engaged and influenced hereby: to 
glorify God for his mercy, both in things tempo- 
ral and fpiritual. The word .,, in the radic 
language, as Schultens obferves “, fignifies to de- 
fire * ,; and this will make the words run fmoothly 
in agreement with the former; and therefore, or 
neverthele/s, will he defire to have mercy on you; 
which denotes the Lord’s good will to his people, 
and how much his heart, and the defires of it, are 
towards them : for the Lord is a God of judgment , 
of, tho’ he is a God of judgment ¥, of ftrict jultice, 
judges in the earth, and will judge the world in 
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righteoufhelS ; fee Mal. ii, 17: his grace,-amerey;* 
and juftice agree together, in 'redenyptiony juftificas! 
tion, pardon of fin, and falvation : or of modes? 
ration, clemency, and grace to cérreét his people 5’ 
he correéts them not in wrath, -and hot difpleatare;* 
but in judgment, in a tender and fatherly waysand> 
manner, Yer. Xx. 24. and he is 4 God) of diferetion;: 
Pf. cxii. 5. of wifdom and knowledge, and does: 
all things after the counfel of his will; she has’ 
fixed upon the proper time, and he knows which; 
is the beft time, and he waits that time to thewr 
grace and mercy to his people: d/e/ed are val’ the} 
ibat wait for kim that don’t run here andothere’ 
for help, and are tumultuous, reftlefs, and impa-' 
tient, but wait God’s own time to do them good; 
that wait for his gracious prefence, and the difeo- 
veries of his love, for the performance of hispro= 
mifes, for anfwers of prayer, for all bleflings tem+ 
poral and fpiritual, and for eternal glory and hap-' 
pinefs; thefe are happy perfons, all and every one 
of them; they ehjoy much now, and it can’e be 
faid, nor conceived, ‘what God has prepared for 
them hereafter; fee ch. xlix. 25. and lxiv. 4.9) 
¥.19. For the people fhall dwell in Zion at Fe~ 
rufalem, &c.] Or, for the people of Zion * fhe 
dwell in Ferujalem, thofe that belonged to the: f 
of Zion, fhould dwell in Yerifulem; or abide theres 
both they and the inhabitants of it, at leaft, many 
of them, fhould quietly continue there, ‘waiting 
the Lord’s time to appear for them, and not ru 
here and there, and pafticularly to Egyp¢ for help 
or fhelter. Seeing there ate many things in the 
following verfes which have refpect to gofpel-times, 
and beft fuit with them, this may be underftood 
of the fafe and comfortable dwelling of the chil+ 
dren of Zion, or regenerate perfons, in a gofpel= 
church-ftate, which. is often called Feru/alem, both 
in the Old and New Teftament : thou /halt weep 
no more; or, in weeping thou halt not weep*; tho* 
they had been weeping, becaufe of the enemy’s in- 
vafion of their land, and befieging their city, yet 
now all tears fhould be wiped away from their 
eyes, being delivered from him; this may’ very 
well be accommodated to gofpel-times: he will be 
very gracious unto thee, at thé voice of thy cry 5 thelé 
are the words of the prophet, declaring that the 
Lord would be gracious to his people at the voice 
of their prayer and fupplication to him in their 
diftrefs, as he was to the voice of Hezekiab’s ory 
and fupplication to him: when he Jhall hear it, be 
will anfwer thee; he always hears the prayers of 
his people, and he always anfwers them, fooner or 
later, in his own time, and in his own way; fee 
ch. lxv. 24. taints 
¥. 20. And tho” the Lord give you the bread of 
adverfity, and water of affliction, &c.] Either at 
this prefent time, when the city was befieged by 
Sennacherib ; or when it fhould be befieged by the 
Chaldeans, when adverfity was their bread, and 
affliction their water ; or when they had only bread 
and water in their adverfity and affliétion; or a 
famine of bread ahd water, as is common in times 
of a fiege. It may refer to the poor, and mean, 
and afflicted ftate of the people of God, in the 
firft times of the gofpel efpecially: yer hall not 
teachers be removed into @ corner any mare 3 Or, thy 
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‘rain®, as fome interpret it; one and the fame word 
fignifies both rain and a teacher, becaufe doctrine 
from, the mouth of a teacher, drops like, rain upon 
the tender herb, and as fhowers on the grafs ; and 
isto be underftood, not. merely in a literal fenfe, 
of rain and fruitfulnefS by it, in oppofition to 
penury and famine for want of it; but of rain of 
fpiritual. doctrine; and |fo the fenfe is much the 
fame, as if it was rendered teachers ; that tho’ the 
people of God fhould be attended with afflictions, 
yet, they fhould have {piritual confolation ; and 
tho’, they -might have a famine of bread and water, 
yet, not of hearing the word of the Lord; their 
teachers! fhould not be removed from them, as 
theyohad, formerly been, perhaps in the time of 
Abaz: ot take wing *, and fly away from them, 
as the word fignifies, being fcared by perfecutors ; 
fo-the prophets in the time of bab were forced to 
fly; and were hid by fifty in a cave, The word 
here ufed, has in the /radic language the fignifi- 
cation of hiding, as Maimonides + from Aben Ga- 
nach has obferved ; and fo may be read, thy teach- 
ers foal] not be hidden any more ; things being hid- 
den under wings, fee Pf xvii. 8: but thine eyes 
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j agree the comments of ben Exra, Farchi, and 
Kimchi ; tho’ the Arabic and Syriac verfions follow- 
ing the Septdagint, reprefent them as the words of 
feducers, directing to a wrong way: but the words 
are a promife of being led right, and not a threat- 
ning of being led wrong : when ye turn to the right 
hand, and when ye turn to the left ; thro’ ignorance 
or inadvertency, thro’ the prevalence of corrup- 
tion, or force of temptation ; and as it is promifed 
there fhould be fuch a voice, 6 they fhould have 
ears to hear, their ears erect to attend to what is. 
faid, to obferve it, and act according to it, . 

¥.22. Ye fhall defile alfo the covering of thy graven 
images of filver, &c.| Images made of folid filver, 
covered with rich and coftly garments ; or images 
covered and decorated with plates of filyer ; fee 
Jer. X. 4, 8. thefe they not only pulled down and 
defaced, but defiled, to fhew their contempt and 
abhorrence of them: and the ornament of thy molten 
images of gold images made of maffy gold, cover- 
ed with an Ephod, as the word here ufed fionifies 5 
fuch an one as the high-prieft wore, and Micah 
made for his houfe of idolatry, Exod. xxviii. 6. 
Fudg. xvii. 5: thon fhalt caft them away, as a men- 


fall fee thy teachers; in their proper place, doing | fruous cloth, which is not only filthy and loath- 


the: work of their office: it denotes not a bare 
feeing them with their bodily eyes; but a: feeing 
them with pleafure and delight, a wifhly looking 
at. them, and. a diligent and attentive obfervdnce 
of what they faid. Some underftand. thefe teachers 
of Hezekiah and his princes, as Aben Ezra, Kimchi, 
and Abendana;, others of the priefts and prophets. 
in his time, the principal of which was Jaiah ; 
others of the prophets a little before, in, and after 
the Babyloni/h captivity ; it may be applied to Fobu 
the Beptij?;, Chrift, and his apoftles, and other 
gofpel-minifters: Farchi interprets it of God him- 
felf;. who teaches to. profit; and who would not 
hide his face from his people; the Targum of the 
Shekinah not removing from the fanctuary, but 
being feen there 5. and being in the plural number, 
may denote all the three perfons, A: 
x21. And thine ears fhall hear a voice behind 
thee, &c:] Which may be faid in reference to the 
backfliding and declining ftate of the people, ¥. 11. 
and is thought by fome to be an allufion to {ehool- 
matters; who ftand behind their fcholars, or at 
their backs; to guide, teach; and inftruct them ; 
and by others to fhepherds following their flocks, 
who, when they obferve any of the fheep going 
out of the way, call them back ; or to travellers, 
who, coming to a place where are feveral ways, 
and being. at a lofs.which way to take, and in- 
clining to turn to the right or left, are called to by 
perfons behind them, and directed in the right 
way, This voice bebinds is by the Fews* inter- 
preted. of Bath Kol and by others of the voice of 
confcience; but it rather intends the fpirit of God, 
and his grace; tho’-it feems beft to underftand it 
of the fcriptures of truth, the word of God, the 
only, rule of faith and practice; the language of 
which is, jaying, this.is the way, walk ye in it; 
it-directs. to Chrift. the way, and who is the only 
way of life and falvation, to be walked in by faith, 
anid to all the lefler paths of duty and doétrine, 
which to. walk in,, is both pleafant. and profitable, 
and which is the right way ; fo the Targum para- 
phrafes it, “ this is the right way ;” to which 
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fome, but defiling, whoever touched it were un- 
clean by the law for a while; or as a woman in 
her monthly courfes, who, during that time, was 
to be feparate from her hufband, Lev, xv. 19. &e. 
this is ufed to exprefs the pollution and naufeouf- 
nefs of idols, and of the utter rejection of them : 
thou foalt fay unto it, get thee hence; Kimchi ob- 
ferves that fome fay the word fignifies dung; thou 
Jhalt fay to it; thou art dung, and only fit for the 
dunghil, and to it thou fhalt go; and at the fame 
time caft it out, declaring abhorrence of idols, 
repentance for worfhipping them, and fignifying 
that they would have nothing more to do with 
them. ‘This fhews thé efficacy of the word of God, 
when it comes not in word only, but with the 
power and fpirit of God; it was fulfilled in fome 
mea{ure in Hezekiah’s time; fee 2 Kings xviii. 4. 
2 Chron. xxix. 16. and xxxi. 1. and after the Ba- 
bylonifh captivity, when the Fewws left off idolatry; 
and never more returned to it; and when the gofpel 
prevailed ii the Roman pagan empire, and at the 
time of the reformation, and will be more largely 
accomplifhed, when popery fhall be utterly de- 
{troyed through the powerful miniftration of the 

gofpel. . 
~¥.23. Then fhall he give thee raiit of thy feed, 
that thou fhalt fow the grotind withal, &c.} Or, 
rain to thy feed‘, that is, when the feed is fown 
in the earth, the Lord will give the former rain, 
and caufe it to take root, and fpring up: and bread 
of the increafe of the earth , the earth being watered 
with rain, fhould give its increafe of corn, of which 
bread fhould be made; fo that there would be feed 
to the fower, and bread to the eater, as in ch. ly. 
10: and it foall be fat and plenteous, or fat and fat; 
very fat and rich, exceeding good bread, and plenty 
of it; and after the ftege of the city by Senna- 
cherib’s army was broke up, and that was deitroy- 
/ed, for years following there was great fruitfulnefs 
in the land, as was foretold, J/ xxxvii. 30, and 
this may denote the great fruitfulnefs of the gofpel, 
}and the excellency of the {piritual food of it, and 
of the bleflings of grace that come by it: i# that 
. day 


pluvia tua, fome in Munfler, Calvin ; fo Bea Melech interprets it} and the fame in the next claufe, 
dat avolabit, Pifcator ; ad verb. alabitur, Forerius. 
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day foall thy cattel feed in large paftures, fignifying 
that there fhould be paftures for cattel, in the fe- 
veral parts of the country, and thefe large ones, 
where cattel fhould feed, and enjoy great plenty. 
This claufe belongs to the next verfe, and fhould 


of right begin it. The Zargum interprets it thus, 
<< and the righteous fhall be nourifhed with their 


“< cattel at that time, with the fat of tender and} 


“* fat things ;” as the earth would be fruitful, the 
cattel would be well fed; and fo there would be 
plenty of provifion for man and beat. 

¥. 24. The oxen likewife and the young affes that 
ear the land, &c.J Or till it ; for tho’ thefe might 
not be joined together in a yoke, yet they were 
made ule of feparately in plowing land, Deut. xxii. 
10: foall eat clean provender ; the word for pro- 
vender fignifies a mixture, fuch as cattel eat, efpe- 
cially horfes, as beans, oats, barley, and _fitches, 
and of which there fhould be fuch plenty, that 
the cattel fhould eat of it; not of the chaff and 
hufks of thefe, nor thefe in their hufk and ftraw, 
but as cleanfed from them, as follows: which bath 
been winnowed with the fhovel and with the fan; 
with the former of which the corn was raifed up 
and fhook, and with the latter fanned. | Now this 
is expreffive of great plenty, that cattel fhould feed 
on winnowed corn, . The Septuagint indeed render 
it, ‘° they fhall eat chaff mixed with winnowed 
“* barley ;” but if they were to eat chaff with it; 
there would be no need. to winnow it. This may 
be myftically underftood of apoftles, and apoftoli- 
cal men, as Ferom, and of all gofpel-preachers, 
efpecially in the latter day, who labour in the word 
and doétrine, and feed upon the pure food of the 
gofpel themfelves, and bring it to others; fee 1 
Cor. ix. 9,.10. 1 Tim. v. 17, 18. 
. ¥.25. And there foall be upon every high mountain, 
and upon every high hill, &c. | Whichwere round about 
Jerufalem, and in other parts of Fudea : rivers and 
fireams of water ; fach abundance of rain, that it 
fhould flow in ftreams like rivers, from the higher 
to the lower lands, and water them. This may 
in a fpiritual fenfe be underftood of the great plenty 
of the miniftry of the gofpel, in all the kingdoms 
of the world, great and fmall, fignified by moun- 
tains and hills ; and which may alfo intimate the 
open and public miniftrations of it in them, Zech. 
xiv. 8. Yoel ili. 18. or of the bleffings of grace, and 
the graces of the Spirit communicated every where; 
fee J/. xli. 18. and xliv. 3. Fobn vii. 38, 39. This is 
applied to the times of the Meffiah by the Yews « 
themfelves, and refpects the latter part of thofe 
times: in the day of the great flaughter; not of 
Sennacherib’s army by the angel, as many Yewi/h 
and chriftian interpreters underftand it ; nor of the 
Babylonians, at the taking of Babylon by Cyrus; but 
of the antichriftian kings, and their armies, Rev. 
xix. 17—21. So the Targum paraphrafes it, ‘* for 
“* the ruin of kings, and their armies, in the day 
“* of the great flaughter ;” and a great flaughter 
it will be indeed: when the towers fall; not the 
batteries and fortifications raifed in the Afjrian 
camp, at the fiege of Yerufalem, which fell when 
they were deftroyed by the angel; or the great men 
and princes in that army, which then fell; tho’ 
towers fometimes fignify great perfons, fuch as 
princes ; fee ch. ii. 5. and fo the Targum inter- 
prets it here ; and may be true of the antichriftian 
princes ; for of the fall of the great city of Rome, 
and of other cities of the nations, with the towers 
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thereof, is this to be undetftood, even of my tical 


and not of literal Babylon, fee Rev. xi, 13. 


¥. 26. Moreover, the light of the moon foall be as 
the light-of the fun, &c,.] An hyperbolical expref- 
fion, ufed to fet forth the exceeding great light of 


the gofpel under the difpenfation of it, which would 
as far exceed the light of the former dipenens 
comparable to the moon, as the light of the fam 
exceeds the light of the moon; as alfo ieee 
degree of fpiritual joy and comfort, that Cb 

in thofe times, efpecially in the latter day: and 
the ‘ews themfelves apply this to the times of the 
Meffiah, and to the times after the war of Gog and 
Magog, after which they fay there will be no more 
forrow and diftrefs 5 fo Kimchi; and to thefe times 
it is applied in the Talmud", and Aben Ezra fays, 
that all interpreters underftand it of the time to 
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come: and the light of the fun fhall be feven fold, 


as the light of feven days, as if the light of even 
days was collected together; or as if there were 
feven funs fhining together. ‘The Zargum and Far- 
chi not only make it to be feven times feven, that 
is, forty-nine ; but multiply forty-nine by feven, 
and make it three hundred and forty-three, or as the 
light of fo many days. Maimonides * thinlss it has 
refpect to the feven days of the dedication of the 
temple in Solomon’s time, when the people never 
had fuch glory, felicity, and joy, as at that time : 
with this compare the light of the new Yerufalem- 
ftate, Rev. xxi. 23; 24: in the day that the Lord 
bindeth up the breach of bis people, and bealeth the 


Stroke of their wound, not only peace being made 


by the blood of Chrift, between God and his peo- 
ple, and they healcu by his ftripes, and Few and 
Gentile reconciled in one body on his crofs, and 
thro’ the preaching of the gofpel; but as will be 
in the latter day, the fulnefs of the Gentiles will be 


brought in, and all J/rae/ fhall be faved; and ail 


the Lord’s people will be one in his hands, and be 
entirely freed from all grievances and afflictions & 
the man of fin, who will now be deftroyed, an 
alfo will be in a found and healthful ftate and cen- 
dition. “This will be at’ the time of the rifing and 
afcending of the witneffés, Rev. xi. 11, 52. 

x. 27. Behold the name of the Lord cometh from 
far, &c.] From hence, to the end of the chapter, 
is a very full account, by way of prophecy, of the 
deftruction of the Afyrian army by the Lerd; and 
which is to be confidered as a type of the deftrue+ 
tion of antichrift, by and at the coming of the 
Lord Jefus. It is introduced with a behold, as de- 
claring fomething of moment and importance wor+ 
thy of attention, and even wonderful. The nage 
of the Lord, is the Lord himfelf; unlef& it is to 
be underftood of the angel that came in the name 
of the Lord, and deftroyed Sennacherib’s army; whe 
may be faid to come from far, becaufe he came from 
heaven; and from whence Chrift, the inere: 
angel, in whom the name of the Lord is, 
come to judge the world, and to take venge 
on al] his and his people’s enemies, antichrift 
all his followers: 4urning with bis re 


the Afprian monarch and his army. So our Lor 

when he fhall come forth to make war with the 
antichriftian kings of the earth, his eyes fi be as 
a flame of fire; and when he comes to judge dl 

world, he’ll defcend in flaming fire, Rev. xix, 12 
2 Thef. i. 7. the day of the Lord will burn as an 
oven, Mal. iv. 1: and the burden thereof is heavy; 


the punifhment inflicted, in his burning anger and — 
. ; eed 
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hot difpleafure will be heavy, even intolerable, heavier 
than it can be born, as the Targum paraphrafes it ; 
fee Gen. iv.13: his lips are full of indignation, and his 
tongue as a devouring fire ; the words he will utter, 
the fentence he will pronounce, will be dreadful, 
executed by the angel; fo the fharp fword that 
goes out of the mouth of Chrift, with which he 
will fmite the: nations; and fuch the awful fen- 
tence pronounced by him on the wicked, go, ye 
curfed, into éeverlafting fire, &c. fee Rev. xix. 15. 
Matt. xxv. 41. So the Targum, ** from before 
*¢ him goes out the curfe upon the ungodly, and 
‘¢ his word as a confuming fire.” 

y. 28. And his breath as an overflowing ftream, 
&c.] Which comes with great fwiftnefs and force, 
bearing all before it, breathing out nothing but the 
fire of divine wrath, before which there is no ftand- 
ing; nor could the Afyrian army ftand before it, 
but fuddenly, in a moment, was carried away with 
the force of it: thus our Lord will confume the 
man of fin with the fpirit or breath of his mouth, 
and deftroy him with the brightnefs of his coming, 
2 Theff ii, 8: and this ftream /ball reach to the 
midft of the neck, which fhews the extreme dan- 
ger the army would be in, as a man that is up 
to the neck in water, and can find no way of 
efcaping ; and very aptly reprefents their ftate and 
condition, the whole body of the army being en- 
compafied and deftroyed, by this overflowing {tream 
of divine wrath, only their head, their king Senna- 
cherib, was faved ; and he in a little time was cut 
off, when he had got into his country; as the 
Arian army ferved the Jews, they are ferved 
themfelves ; fee ch. viil. 7, 8: to fift the nations 
with a fieve of vanity, that is, the breath, wind, 
or fpirit of the Lord, compared to an overflowing 
ftream, fhould be of this ufe, and have this effect, 
to fift the people of feveral nations, of which the 
Afprian army confifted, fo as to dafh them one 
againit another, and utterly deftroy them ; for they 
were to. be fifted, not with a good and profitable 
fieve, which retains the corn, and fhakes out the 
chaff, or fo as to have fome taken out and fpared; 
but with a fieve that lets all through, and fo be 
brought to nothing, as the Vulgate Latin verfion ; 
and thus will all the antichriftian nations be agi- 
tated, and fhakeh, and deftroyed, ’ere long: and 


‘there fhall be @ bridle in the jaws of the people, 


canfing them to err; from the way they intended 
to go, namely, up to Ferufalem, and take and fack 
it, and obliging them to betake themfelves an- 
other way for their retreat and fafety ; fee ch. 
XXXVil. 29. 

y¥. 29. Ye foall have a song, &c.] That is, the 
‘¥ews fhould have a fong, and fing it upon the ruin 
of the Afyrian army ; as the J/raelites had, when 
Pharaoh and his hoft were drowned in the red fea ; 
and fo will the chriftian church have one, at the 
fall of Babylon, Rev. xv. 1, 2, 3. and xix. 1, 2: 
as in the night, when a holy folemuity is kept, the 


Fewifh feafts always began the even preceding, and | 


were ufhered in with finging fongs and pfalms, efpe- 
cially the feaft of the paflover, which ’tis thought 
is alluded to here. It is acommon notion of the 
ews *, that the flaughter of the Affjrian army was 
on the night of the paffover; that it was in the 
night is certain, 1 Kings xix. 35. but that it was 
on the night of the pafiover is not certain ; how- 
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ever, the fongs fung on that night were not on 
this occafion, nor could this be fung fo foon; and 
it will be at evening-time, that the latter day-glory 
fhall break out, and fongs of joy be heard trom 
the uttermoft parts of the earth, Zech. xiv. 7: as 
when one gocth with @ pipe to come into the mountain 
of the Lord; the temple ; it being ufual for per- 
fons, that came from diftant parts of the land to 
the temple to worfhip, to bring pipes along with 
them in their hands, and play upon them as they 
were travelling, to divert them, and the company 
that were with them; fee Pf xlii. 4. Yarchi thinks 
the allufion is to the bringing up of the firft-fruits 
to the temple at Feru/clem, which was preceded 
with a pipe, as appears from the Mi/nab'!: to the 
mighty one of Ifrael, or, rock of Ifraéim; one of 
the names of the Meffiah, 2 Sam. xxiii. 3. towhom 
the fong of praife and triumph fhall be fung in 
the latter day, by thofe that ftand upon mount 
Zion with harps in their hands, having gotten thé 
victory over the beaft and his image, Rev. xiv. 1, 
25.3, 4. and XV. 1,2, 2, 4. 

¥. 30. And the Lord foall caufe bis glorious voice 
to be beard, &c.| Or, the glory of bis voice"; his 
majeftic voice, the voice of his word, as the Tar- 
fum, giving orders for the deftruction of the Afy- 
rian army; this was heard by the angel who obeyed 
it: and fuch a voice will be heard, ordering 
the deftruction of antichrift, and the antichriftian 
powers, in the pouring out of the vials by the an- 
gels, fitly fignified by the following emblems; fee 
Rev. xvi. 1. and xviii. 4—7.. This voice is com- 
monly interpreted of thunder, which is the voice 
of the Lord, and a very majeftic one, Pf. xxix. 3, 
4. Fob xxxvii. 4. and xl..g. and the deftruction 
of the Afyrian army. might be by thunder and 
lightening, and hail-ftones, and attended with fuch 
a tempeft as here defcribed, tho’ not mentioned in 
the hiftory: and fall foew the lighting down of his 
arm, or the ftrength of the arm of his power, as 
the Targum; his mighty arm, and the defcent of 
it; meaning what fhould defcend from heaven at 
the time of this tempeft, as thunderbolts, balls of 
fire, hail-ftones, &c. and by all which may be 
meant the heavy judgments of God, which fell 
upon his enemies, and were intolerable unto them : 
the metaphor is taken from the motion of a man 
in fmiting another, who lifts up his hand, when 
it falls with the greater might, and refts upon him: 
with the indignation of his anger; as when a man 
{trikes in great wrath and fury: the heaping up of 
words here, and as follows, fhews the vehemence 
and excels of anger: with the flame of a devouring — 
fire; or, of @ fire devouring ; the Alprian army ; 
which, the ews fay, burnt their fouls, deftroyed 
their lives, but not their, bodies. The Targum is, 
“¢ with the flame of fire, which confumes the gra- 
‘© ven images.” The deftruction of myftical Ba- 
bylon will be by fire, Rev, xviii. 8, 9. and xix. 3: 
with fcattering, and tempeft, and bail-ftones , with 
lightening, which rends things in pieces, and fcat~ 
ters them here and there, and with a violent ftorm 
of rain and hail ; fee Rev. xvi, 18, 19, 20, 21. 

¥. 31. For thro’ the voice of the Lord, fhall the 
Affyrian be beaten down, &c.| As any thing is by 
a ftorm of thunder, lightening, hail, and rain : 
or fear, or be affrighted, as the Vulgate Latin and 
Arabic verfions render it ; Seanacherib, thé Affyrian 

monarch, 
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monarch, and that part of his army which efcaped, 
tho’ not deftroyed by it, were put into the utmoft 
confternation: this fhows, that the prophecy in the 
context refers to the overthrow of the Afprian army 
by the angel, when befieging Yerufalem in Heze- 
‘ Riab’s time ; tho’ the A/yrian is fometimes ufed for 
any énemy of God’s people at other times, parti- 
cularly antichrift, and efpecially the eaftern anti- 
chrift, the Turk: which /mote with a rod; other na- 
‘tions, particularly the Jews, whom the Afyrian is 
exprefsly faid to {mite with a rod; and becaufe he 
was an inftrument in God’s hand for the. chaftizing 
of that people, he is called the rod of his anger, 
ch. x. 5, 24. but now he that fmote fhall be {mit- 
ten himfelf; him whom God ufed as a rod to cor- 
rect others, he’ll fmite with his rod, for his own 
correction: for this may be underftood of God, and 
be rendered thus, with a rod, he, that is, God, 
Jball [mite the Affyrian, as before; fo Aben Ezra 
and Kimchi. ‘The Targum interprets the red of do- 
minion. ; 
y¥. 32. And in every place where the grounded fiaff 
Joall pafs, &e.] The ftorm before-mentioned, the 
wrath and righteous judement of God, founded 
upon his unalterable purpofes and decrees; and 
wherever it came, would fall with great weight, 
fink deep, -ftick faft, and remain fixed and fure, 
like a rod or ftaff faftened in the earth : which the 
Lori! foall lay upon him, or, caufe to reft upon him, 
the Lord would lay his rod upon him, the Afyrian, 
and let it remain there, fo that it fhould be a 
founded rod or ftaff, as before; it fhould continue 
until it had done full execution, and utterly de- 
ftroyed him. The Targum is, “* and there fhall 
“be every paflage of their princes, and of their 
** mighty ones, on whom the Lord fhall caufe to 
“< reft the vengeance of his power ;” and fo the 
grounded flaff may be undetftood of the Afprian 
himfelf, that wherever he fhould be, this ftorm 
of vengeance fhould’ follow him, and reft upon 
him: if foall be with tabrets and harps, the allu- 
fion is to the ufe of thefe in war; but inftead of 
thefe, no other mufick would be ufed at this time, 
than what thunder, and rain, and hail-ftones made; 
unlefs this refers to the joy or God’s people, upon 
the deftruction of their enemies; fo the Targum, 
*¢ with tabrets and farps fhall the houfe of J/rae/ 
¢¢ ‘praife, becaufe of the mighty war which fhall be 
“< ‘made for them among the people ;” fee Rev. xv. 
2: and in battels of foaking will he fight with it, 
the Afyrian camp; or as the Keri, or marginal 
reading, with them; with the Afyrians, with the 
men of the camp ; the foldiers, as Kimchi explains 
it; that is, the Lord will fight with them in bat- 
tels, by fhaking his hand over them in a way of 
judgment, and thereby fhaking them ‘to pieces, 
and utterly deftroying them ; fee Rev. xix. 11. 
¥. 33. For Tophet is ordained of old, &c.] ‘The 
place long ago appointed for the ruin of the Ajy- 
rin army, which pitched here: this was a valley 
near Ferufalem, the valley of the fon of Hinnom, 
fo called, from the drums and tabrets beat upon 
heté, to prevent parents hearing the cries of their 
infants offered to Molech: into it was brought the 
filth and dung of the city ; here malefactors were 
buried, *tis faid ; and fuch as were condemned to 
burning, were burned here ; and fuch as had no 
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burial, were caft here; fo that it was an image and 
picture of hell itfelf: and the word Gebenna, ufed- 
ell, comes from Gebinnom, or the valley of 
Hinnom, the name of this place; and fome think 
that is here meant, which from all eterni 
appointed as the place of torment for wicked men. 
So the Targum, “ for hell is ordained from the 
“« worlds (or before the worlds) becaufe of their 
“ fins.” It is in the original, from yefterday, eng 
Yarchi interprets it of the fecond day of the ‘crea- 
tion, which had a yefterday ; on which day, the 
Jews fuppofe hell was made: and fo it™is inter- 
preted in the Talmud®, where it is faid to be one 
of the feven things created before the world was, 
and is proved from this text ; and faid to be called 
Tophet, becaufe whoever NHN is deceived by 
his imagination (or evil concupifcence) falls into 
it; fee the note on Matt. xxv. 41. with this com- 
pare Fude, ¥. 4: for the king it is prepared; for 
Sennacherib king of Affyria; that is, for his army, 
which perifhed here, tho’ he did not; or for kings, 
the fingular for the plural; for his princes, which, 
as he boaftingly faid, were altogether kings, ch. x. 
8. and particularly for Rabhakeb, the general of his 
army, who might be fo called, and was eminently 
one of thefe kings. Underftood of hell, it may not 
only be interpreted of fatan, the king and prince 
of devils, for whom and his angels the everlaftin 
fire of hell is prepared, Matt. xxv. 41. but alfor 
of antichrift, the king of the bottomlefs pit, and — 
of all antichriftian kings ; fee Rev. xi. 9. and xix. 
20. Some render it, dy the king it is prepared; 
fo the Vulgate Latin verfion; by whom may be 
meant either Hezekiah, who cleared it from idols 
and idolatrous worfhip, and fo eventually prepared 
it to make room for the Afyrian hee i or elfe 
the king of kings. ‘So the Targum, “ the king 
“< of worlds (of all worlds) prepared it ;” and he 
feems manifeftly defigned’in the next claufe: be 
hath made it deep and large; to hold the whole 
army alive, and to bury them when dead ; and fo 
hell is large and deep enough to hold fatan and 
all his angels, antichrift and all his followers; yea, 
all the wicked that have been from the beginning 
of the world, and will be to the end of it: she 
pile thereof is fire and much wood , alluding to the 
burning of bodies in this place, and particularl 
of infants facrificed to Molech ; and refers to the 
burning of the Arian army, either by lighténing 
from heaven, or by the ews when they foun 
them dead the next morning. In hell, the fire is 
the wrath of God; the wood or fuel ungodly men: 
the breath of the Lord like a ftream of brimftone doth 
kindle it, the pile of fire and wood. The Targum 
is, “* the word of the Lord like an overflowing 
‘¢ torrent of brimftone fhall kindle it ;” it hall 
done by his order, at his word of command. In 
hell, the wrath of God will be lke a contin 
ftream of brimftone, keeping up the fire of 
that it fhall ever burn, and never be quénched ; 
hence it is called a lake burning with fre did Bl 
ftone ; into which fatan, the beait, and falfe 
phet, and the worfhippers of antichrift, v 
caft, Rev. xiv. 10. and xix. 20. and xx. 10, 2 - 
xxi. 8. The allufion is to the fire and brimftone 
rained by, Jehovah, from Jehovah, | upon Sadom 
IMs, 
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CHAP. XXXI.. 


HIS chapter denounces wo to thofe that 

trufted in the Egyptians ; affures the Fews of 
God’s care and protection of them; calls them to re- 
pentance, and foretells the deftruction of the A/y- 
rian army.. The fin of thofe that trufted in Egypt, 
with the reafons of their truft, and not looking to 
the Lord, and feeking him, is declared in y. 1. 
and their folly expofed in fo doing; fince the Lord 
is wife, powerful, and unchangeable, and the 
Egyptians frail and weak ; fo that the helper and 
the helped muft fall before him, ¥. 2, 3. whereas 
protection might be expected from the Lord, as 
is promifed, whofe power is like that of the lion, 
and whofe tender care is like that of birds to de- 
fend their young, ¥. 4, 5. wherefore the Fews are 
called upon to return to the Lord by repentance, 
from whom they had revolted; which would be 
fhown by their deteftation of idolatry, the fin they 
had been guilty of, ¥. 6, 7. and the chapter is 
clofed with a prophecy of the ruin of the Arian 
army, and the flight of their king, ¥. 8, 9. 


¥. 1. Wo to them that go down to Egypt for help, 
&c.] Or, O ye that go down, &c. what poor foolith 
creatures are you, and in the end what miferable 
_ and wretched ones will ye be? Such were the Fewi/h 
rulers and people, who either went themfelves, or 
fent embafiadors to the king of Egypt, to fupply 
them with men and horfes againft the king of 4/- 
fpria, contrary to the exprefs command of God, 
which forbid them returning to Egypt; and which 
fhewed their unmindfulnefs of deliverance from 
thence, and their not having a due fenfe of that 
mercy upon them; as well as their fo doing, ex- 
pofed them to the danger of being drawn into the 
fuperftitions and idolatries of that people: and fray 
on horfes, and truft in chariots, becaufe they are many, 
and in borfemen, becaufe they are very firong, having 
their dependance upon,’ and placing their confi- 
dence in, the ftrength and numbers of the cavalry 
of the Egyptians ; -but they look not unto the boly one 
of Ijrael, neither feek the Lords, they did not look 
unto the Lord with an eye of faith, nor feek him 
by prayer and fupplication ; or afk any counfel or 
inftruction of him, as the Fergum paraphrafes the 
faft claufe ; fo that their fin lay not only in their 
confidence in the creature, but in their neglect of 
the Lord himfelf; and fo all fuch perfons are 
foolifh and miferable, that truft in an arm of fleth, 
that place their confidence in creature-acts, in their 
own righteoufnefs, duties, and fervices, and have 
no regard to the holy one of J/rae/, to the holinefs 
and righteoufnefs of Chrift, neglect that, and do 
not fubmit to it; thus the Targum interprets the 
former claufe, of the word of the holy one: of 
Jfrael, the effential word Chrift. 
¥. 2. Let be ay? is wife, &c.] That is, God the 
holy one of J/rael is, whom they difregarded ;, and 
wifer too than the Egyptians, to whom they fought 
for help, and who were thought to be a wife and 
litical people ; and wifer than themfelves, who 
imagined they acted a prudent part, in applying 
to them ; fo wife as to know all their fchemes, and 
able to confound them, as well as moft certainly 
and fully to compleat his own; and it would have 


evil of punifhment or affliction on wicked men, 
which he has threatened, and which they could in 
no wife efcape, by taking the methods they did: 
and will not call back his words; his threatenings, 
delivered by the prophets ; thefe, as he does not 
repent of, he will not revoke or make void, but 
fulfil and accomplifh ; what he has faid he’ll do, 
and what he has purpofed he’ll bring to pafs ; and 
therefore it was a weak and an unwife part they 
acted, by applying to others, and flighting him : 
but will arife againjt the houfe of evil doers; not the 
ten tribes of J/rael, as Farchi and Kimchi interpret 
it; but rather the people of the Fews, or fome par- 
ticular family among them; it may be the royal 
family, chiefly concerned in fending the embafly to 
Egypt, or in advifing to it ; tho’ it may be the fin- 
gular is put for the plural, as the Septuagint and 
Arabic verfions render it the houfes; and fo may 
defign all thofe great families which joined in this 
affair, and are therefore called evil doers; as all 
fuch are, that put their confidence in the creature, 
and not in the Lord; and againft fuch he will 
arife, in an hoftile manner, fooner or later, againft 
whom there is no ftanding; fee Fod, ix. 4: and 
againft the help of them that work iniquity , that is, 
againft the Egyptians, the helpers of the Yews, who 
were workers of iniquity, and therefore their help 
and hope in it would be in vain ; or elfe the latter 
part is defcriptive of the Egyptians their helpers, 
who were a wicked and idolatrous nation, and fo 
not to be fought unto for help, or trufted in, fince 
God being againft them it would be to no pur- 
pofe, as he is againft all workers of iniquity. 

¥. 3. Now the Egyptians are men, and not God, 
&c.] Be it, that they are mighty, they are not al- 
mighty, as God is; and indeed they are but frail, 
feeble, mortal, and mutable men,: and therefore 
not to be trufted in, and depended on; or to be 
put upon an equality with God, and even to be 
preferred to him, as they were by the Fews; and 
of what ufe and fervice could they be unto them, 
feeing God was againft them ? and their horfes fief, 
and not fpirit ; only flefh, without an immortal foul 
or fpirit, which man has; and therefore a foolifh 
thing in man to truft in them, who muft be en- 
tirely guided and direéted by them; and much 
lefs angelic fpirits, or like them, which are incor- 
corporeal, invifible, and exceedingly mighty and 
powerful, which excel all creatures in ftrength, and 
are called the mighty angels ; thefe are God’s ca- 
valry, his horfes and chariots ; fee P/- Ixviii. 17, 
Hab. iii. 8, 15. and what mighty things have been 
done by them, even by a fingle one? witnefs the 
deftruction of the Afyrian army in one night, by 
one of them; wherefore the Egyptian cavalry was 
not to be named with them ': when the Lord shall 
Stretch out bis hand, as {oon as he does it, before he 
ftrikes, and when he does this in order to it: doth 
he that helpeth foall fall, or ftumble, take a falfe 
ftep ; meaning the Lgyptians, fent for and come 
forth to help the Fews ; but {tumbling and failing 
themfelves, would be but poor affiftants to them. 
Aben Ezra interprets this of the king of Afvia 
deftroying the Egyptians, when he came to Ferufa- 
lem: and he that is holpen fhall. fall down , the 
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the Chaldeans, as they were: ond they all fhall fall 
logether 5 both the Egyptians and the Fews. 

¥. 4. For thus hath the Lord fpoken unto me, 
&c.] The prophet J/ziah, who had heard and re- 
ceived what follows from the Lord, and therefore 
it might be depended upon; and they are words 
of grace. and mercy, promifing prefervation and 
deliverance; and therefore it was a foolifh thing to 
fend to Egypt for help: Hike as the lion, and the 
young lion roaring on bis prey; Or muttering, or 
growling over bis prey"; for the lion roars when he 
is hungry, and wants a prey, and not when he 
has got. one; but when he has one, and is tear- 
ing it in pieces, and feeding upon it, he makes a 
lower noife, a growling one, efpecially when he 
apprehends any one near to difturb him: when a 
multitude of foepherds is called forth againft him; or, 
a fulnefs of foepberds*, the whole pofle of them, 
all that are in the towns and villages, or fields ad- 
jacent ;. who, when:a lion has got a lamb or fheep 
out of the flock,. are alarmed and called together, 
to deliver it, if poffible, out of his hands; one not 
daring to venture, or being not fufficient to difturb 


him, or drive him away: or, when a multitude of. 


foepherds meet him'*s with the prey in his jaws ; 
or rather call to him, make a noife, in hopes to 
affright him, and caufe him to drop his prey, that 
being all they can do, not daring to go near him, 
which fenfe is confirmed by what follows: be will 
not be afraid of their voice, nor abafe himfelf for the 
noife of them; he will not leave and lofe his prey, 
or flee from it or them, for the yell aad confufed 
noife they make; nor move at all the fafter for 
them, not being in the leaft intimidated by them : 
fo feall the Lord of bofts come down to fight for 
mount Lion, and for the bill thereof; that is, he 
fhall come down from heaven by his angel, or in 
the difplay of his mighty power, and fight againft 
the Afyrian army, in favour of his people, the in- 
bitants, of Zion or Ferufalem, and deliver them ; 
and there will be no more withftanding him, or 
putting him off from his purpofe, or preventing 
his good defigns and refolutions, than the fhepherds 
are able to divert a lion from. his prey. The fi- 
mile is expreffive of the power of God, and of his 
certain accomplifhment of his purpofes and pro- 
miles. 
¥. 5. As birds flying, fo will the Lord of hofts de- 
fend Ferufalem, &c.| As the preceding metaphor 
exprefies the mighty power of God, this his ten- 
dernefs and affection, as well as his fpeed and fwift- 
nefs in the deliverance of his people. As birds in 
the air, at.a diftance, efpecially the eagle, have 
their eye upon their nefts, and their young ones in 
them, and when in danger fly to their affiftance, 
and hover over them, and about them, to keep off 
thofe that would hurt them, or carry them away ; 
fo the Lord, on high, fees his people when in di- 
ftrefs, and haftens to help them, and does fur- 
round, protect, and defend them: thus the Lord 
did, when Scnnacherib with his army befieged 7e- 
rufalem;, who boafted with refpeét to other nations, 
that he had found as a neft the riches of the people, 
and that here was none that moved the wing againtt 
him, Jf x. 14. to which ’tis thought the allufion 
is here : defending alfo be will deliver it , from pte- 
fent diftrefs, the fiege of the Afjrian army: and 
pafing over he will preferve it; paffing over the 
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city of Ferufalem to the army of the king of AF 
fpria, that lay encamped againft it, and fmiting 
that. by an angel with a fudden deftruction, pre- 
ferved the city trom the ruin it was threatened with. 
The allufion is rightly thought to be to the Lord’s 
pafling over the houfes of the Jaelites, whe 
deftroyed the firft-born in Egypt, Exod. xii, 
where the fame word is ufed as here, and now ] 
elfe. yee 
¥. 6. Turn ye unto him, &c.] From the Egyg 
tians, to whom they fought for help, unto th 
Lord, they had negleéted', from evil ways anc 
practices, idolatry and impicty, by repentance and 
reformation; to the true worfhip of God, to hi 
word and ordinances, ftatutes and commands. 
The Targum is, “* turn‘to the law ;” which # 
had rejected and broken. Thefe are the words of 
the prophet, a call of his to the people to repen- 
tance, to which they might be induced by the gra- 
cious declaration of the Lord unto them, in the 
preceding verfes, promifing them prefervation and 
fafety : from whom the children of Irael have deeply 
revolted; or, made deep a revolt“; had gone very 
far back from God, and deep into fin and ruin, 
that their recovery was difficult ; and yet their Te- 
turn was abfolutely neceflary, which ought to be 
done both fpeedily and heartily. Some think re- 
ference is had to the deep fchemes they had laid, 
thofe political ones, at leaft, which they en 


were fuch, in applying to Egypt for help, wher 
they, as it is faid ch. xxix. 15. fought deep to hide 
thety counfel from the Lord in doing which they 
deeply departed from him, and are here called to 
return to him. This is faid not of the ten tribes 
that were gone into captivity, but of the Fews, 
who were the pofterity of J/rae/ alfo; which is 
mentioned, to put. them in mind of their defcent, 
as an aggravation of their.fin, and as an argument 
for their return. 7 
y..7. For in that day, &c.] When deliverance 
fhall be wrought ; when men fhall be convince 
of the vanity and infufficiency of their idols to 
help them, and of their fin in worfhipping them; 
when they fhall be brought to repentance for it, 
and turn to the Lord as an evidence of it: eve 
man. foall caft away bis idols of filver, and bis idols 
of gold ; with contempt and abhorrence of, them, 
as the word “ fignifies; every man Ais own idol, 
and even thofe that were of the greateft value, 
which were made of gold-and filver: which your 
own hands have made unto you for afin; their idols 
were the work of their own hands, and were made 
by them in order to commit fin with, the fin of 
idolatry ; or fin may be put for the punifhment of 
fin, which is the iffue and confequence of fuch 
practices : or it may be rendered, which your hands 
of fin, or finful bands have made* it was a fin to 
make fuch idols, efpecially with a view to worfhip 
them ; it was a fin to worfhip them ; and the frur 
of it was deferved punifhment. oe oe 
¥. 8. Theu fhall the Afhrian fell with the fword, 
not of a mighty man, &c.| That is, the 2 
army under Senuacherib their king, whick 
Ferufelem in Hezekiah’s time; which, 
the people were brought to a fenfe of 
and repentance for it, and caft away the: 
a proof it, were utterly deftroyed ; but not ir 
tel, not by the fword of Hezekiah, or any of 
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valiant generals; and the fword not of a mean man, 
feall devour him; neither the fword of a general, 
nor of a private foldier, nor indeed of any man, 
but of an angel; fee 2 Kings xix. 35: but be shall 
flee from the fword ; from the drawn {word of the 
angel, who very probably appeared in fuch a form 
as in 1 Chron. xxi. 16. which Senuacherib king of 
Ajpria feeing, as well as the flaughter made in his 
army by. him, fled from it; in the Hebrew text it 
is added, for himfelf’ , he fled for his life, for his 
own perfonal fecurity ; fee 2 Kings xix. 36: and 
his young men foall be difcomfited ; his choice ones, 
the flower of his army: or melt away”, thro’ fear, 
or die by the ftroke of the angel upon them: the 
fenfe of becoming ¢ributary feems to have no foun- 
dation. t 

y¥. 9. And he fail pafs over to his firong hold for 
fear, &c.] This is faid of the king of Affyria, de- 
parting in hafte from the fiege of Ferufalem, to 
fome {trong hold in his own country, particularly 
his {trong city Niniveb, for fear of the angel, and 
deftruction following him; nor could he: think 
himfelf fafe, until he had got there. Some render 
it, and the original will bear it, and bis rock fhall 
pafs over for fear*; his mighty men, his men of 
valour, in whom he trufted, and put his confidence, 
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who were his ftrength, on which he depended ; 
thefe, as many as were left of them, fled away. 
So the Targum, ‘ his princes fhall flee for fear ;” 
tho’ thefe are expreffed in the next claufe: and his 
princes fhall be afraid of the enfign; any enfign or 
ftandard they faw, fuppofing it to be a detachment 
of the Fews in purfuit of them; or not daring 
afterwards to face any enemy with their banners 
difplayed : or rather were terrified at the fight of 
the ftandard erected. by the angel in the air, and 
at the flaughter of their companies under them in 
the camp: faith the Lord, whofe fire is in Zion, 
and bis furnace in Ferufalem, who keeps houfe there, 
and therefore will defend it. Some, as Aben Ezra 
and others, think reference is had to the altar of 
the Lord, where the fire was kept continually burn- 
ing, and facrifices were offered up to him, and there- 
fore being the place of his worfhip, he would take ' 
care of it; but rather, it feems to denote, the fire 
of God’s wrath, to defend his people, and deftroy 
his enemies, Zech. ii. 5. The Targum is, ‘* whole 
‘¢ Juftre is in Zion to them that do the law, and a 
‘« burning furnace of fire to them that tranfgrefs 
‘© his word.” The Yews, in their Talmud », in- 
i: the fire of hell, and the furnace of the gate 
of hell. 


CHAP. XXXII. 


HIS chapter contains a prophecy of the Mef- 

fiah; for however applicable it may be to 
Hezekiah, as a type of Chrift, it only has its full 
accomplifhment in him, and in his times ; who is 
defcribed as a righteous king, and as having juft 
princes ruling under him, ¥. 1. and as a very 
great bleffing, protection, and comfort to his fub- 
jects, ¥. 2. when follows: a prediction, of great 
light and knowledge, that fhould be in his days, 
¥. 3, 4. and of the vilenefs, hypocrify, and covet- 
oufnefs of the Fews, in his times, ¥. 5, 6, 7, 8. 
and of the deftruction of their country, becaufe 
of their fins, of which they feemed greatly infenfible, 
and were unconcerned about it, and are therefore 
called upon to lament it, ¥. 9, 10, 11, 12,13, 14. 
which fhould continue, until there would be a very 
great effufion of the Spirit, as fhould make the 
-world, comparable to a wildernefs, fruitful in grace 
and good works; the confequence of which is, 
great profperity, peace, and fafety, to the faints, 
¥. 15, 16, 17, 18. and deftruction to their enemies, 
particularly the city of Rome, y. 19. and the chap- 
ter is concluded with the happinefs of the gofpel- 
miniftration, and the-fuccefs of it, y¥. 20. 


y. 1. Bebold, a king fall reign in righteoufnefs, 
&c.] Not Hezekiah, as the Fewi/h writers ; at leaft 
only as a type, as fome writers interpret it; rather 
Chrift himfelf, who-is king not only of the whole 
world, and of the kings of it in general, but in 
particular is king of faints; and who reigns now 
in and over his church and people, being fet as 
king by his Father over his holy hill of Zion ; and 
being exalted at his right hand, is made and de- 
clared Lord and Chrift, and where he does and 
will reign until all enemies are put under his feet, 
and e’re long will reign glorioufly before his an- 
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cients in Ferufalem, ch. xxiv. 23. and his reign is 
in righteoufnefs ; in a righteous manner, according 
to the rules of juftice and equity; all his laws 
are juft,; his ways and methods of adminiftration 
are right; his fcepter is.a fcepter of righteoufnefs ; 
righteoufnefs is the girdle of his loins, and faith- 
fulnefs the girdle of his reins: and princes fhall 
reign in judgment ; the minifters of the gofpel, pa- 
ftors of churches, who are fet over them in the 
Lord, and have the rule over them; and who rule 
well, and in judgment, when they rule according 
to the word of God; when they preach the gofpel, 
and adminifter ordinances, and do all the bufinefs 
of Chrift’s houfe, according to the inftructions, 
laws, and rules he has given. 
¥.2. And aman foall be as an hiding place from 
the wind, and a covert from the tempeft, &c.] Or, 
that man; the king Meffiah before mentioned; who 
had agreed to become man, was promifed and pro- 
phefied of as fuch, had often appeared in a human 
form, was to be incarnate, and now is; tho’ he is 
not a mere man, were he, he could not be what is 
here faid of him, as an hiding place, and covert 
from the wind and tempeft, of his father’s wrath, 
raifed by fin; and which all men are deferving of, 
and on whom it mutt fall, unlefs fecured from it 
by Chrift ; who has bore it in the room and ftead 
of his people, has turned it away, and delivered 
them from it, and all the effects of it, fo that 
nothing of it comes upon them; he has endured 
the whole force of the ftorm himfelf; and his righ- 
teoufhefs, blood, facrifice, and interceffion fcreen 
his people from it : he alfo hides and covers them 
from fatan’s temptations, the blaft of the terrible 
ones, which is as a ftorm againft the wall, fo as 
they fhan’t be deftroyed by them ; by praying for 
them, fuccouring of them, fupplying them with 
his 
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his grace, and delivering from them in his own 
time: likewife he protects them from the rage and 
fury of their perfecuting enemies, when they come 
like a whirkwind to fcatter them ; they have reft in 
him, when troubled by men ; and fecurity by him, 
when thefe winds and waves beat upon them; and 
when they are toffed with the tempefts of afflictions 
of various kinds, he bears them up under them, 
and carries them thro’ them, and delivers out of 
them, and brings them at laft fafe to glory: as 
rivers of water in a dry place; which are very de- 
lightful, refrefhing, and fructifying. This denotes 
the abundance of grace in Chrift, and the freenefs 
of it, which flows from the boundlefs ocean of 
divine love, and which greatly comforts and re- 
frefhes the fouls of the Lord’s people in this dry 
and barren land, and makes them chearful and 
fruitful, revives their fpirits, makes glad their 
hearts, and caufes them to go on their way re- 
joicing: as the fhadow of a great rock in a weary 
land , to travellers in it, who paffing thro’ a defert 
in hot countries and fultry climates, are glad when 
they find a rock which cafts a fhade, under which 
they can fit a while, fheltered from the {corching 
fun. Such a weary land is this world to the faints, 
who are wearied with fins, their own and others, 
with fatan’s temptations, with afflictions and trou- 
bles of various forts; Chrift is the rock that is 
higher than they, to whom they are directed and 
led when their hearts are overwhelmed within them ; 
on whom not only their fouls are built, and their 
feet are fet, and he is a fhelter to them; but he 
cafts a fhadow, which is very reviving and re- 
frefhing, and that is. the fhadow of his word and 
ordinances, under which they fit with delight and 
pleafure, and which makes their travelling thro’ 
this wildernefs comfortable. 

¥. 3. And the eyes of them that fee, fhall not be 
dim, &c.] Not of the feers and prophets, or mi- 
nifters of the word only, but of the righteous in 
general, as the Targum; even all fuch as are illu- 
minated by the fpirit of God, who fhall have a 
clear difcerning of gofpel-truths, behold with open 
face, with eyes unveiled, the glory of them, and 
of 'Chrift in them, and not have their eyes covered, 
or fuch a dim, obfcure knowledge of them, as un- 
der the law ; and not only the watchmen fhall fee 
eye to eye, all truths clearly and diftinétly, but even 
all, from the leaft to the greateft, fhall know the 
Lord, and the earth fhall be filled with the know- 
ledge of him, as the waters cover the fea. It is a 
prophecy of the great increafe of {piritual light in 
the times of the Meffiah: and the ears of them that 
bear fhall bearken , very diligently and attentively 
to the word preached, and receive and embrace 
the doétrines of the gofpel, and fubmit to, and 
obey, the ordinances of it. 

v. 4. The heart alfo of the rafh fhall underftand 
knowledge, &c.] Such who have been hafty and 
precipitant, as the word ‘-fignifies ; who have not 
given themfelves time to confider what they have 
read or heard, or has been propofed unto them, 
and have haftily received every thing that has been 
fuggefted to them, efpecially by carnal fenfe and 
réaion, fhall now fit down, and cooly confider 


© [>/"19) inconfideratorum, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator ; precipitatorum, Montanus, ye 


Pe ali 


YS AT AH Chexxsii'y 56) 


things, and fo gain an underftanding of divine and 
fpiritual knowledge, of the’ knowledge of Chrift, 
of his perfon, offices, grace, righteoufhefs, and 
falvation; an experimental knowledge and ‘under 
{tanding of thefe things, heart and not head-know- 
ledge : and the tongue of the flammerer fhall be ready 
to {peak plainly ; or, foall make hafte to peak neatly %, 
elegantly and politely ; fuch who hefitated in their 
fpeech, and fpoke in a blundering manner, ar 
{carcely intelligibly, efpecially when they fj of 
divine and fpiritual things, yet now, without the 
leaft hefitation, ‘in the freeft and molt ready man 
ner, with all plainnefs and propriety fhall tat 
of thefe things, to the great delight, fatisfadtion, 
and ufe of thofe that hear them: this was traé of 
the apoftles of Chrift, thofe babes and fucklings, 
out of whofe mouth God ordained praife, and who . 
were moft of them Galileans, very illiterate ‘and 
unpolifhed, and yet thefe, efpecially when they had 
the gift of tongues, fpake the great things or God 
very readily, and in good language; and alfo is 
true of other minifters of the word, raifed up a- 
mong the barbarous nations of the worlds © > 

' ¥. 5. The vile perfon foall be no more called Vibe- 
ral, &c.| Or Nabal (a fool) fhall no-more be called 
Nadib © (a prince); or have this name’ put’ upon 
him, or be advanced to honour and dignity, or ‘be 
flattered with fuch a title, fo unbecoming ‘him. 
The fenfe feems to be, that in gofpel-times,;*fuch. 
who are fools as to the knowledge’ of fpiritual 
things, that have no fpiritual and experimental 
knowledge of the truths of the gofpel, but are quite 
ignorant of them, fhall not be made princes,’ or 
{piritual rulers, and governors in the houfe of God: 
nor the churl faid to be bountiful; or called'a lord, 
as Farchi interprets the word ; which, he fays, is 
ufed of fuch an one, becaufe all men look to him, 
and refpeét him‘; but now a covetous and te- 
nacious man, that witholds more than is meet, 
that keeps all he has to himfelf, without commu- 


‘nicating to others, and fcarcely allows himfelf the 


neceffaries of life, being fo fordidly avaritious, fuch 
an one fhall not be a paftor, or ruler, in the chtirch 
of God; fuch were the Scribes and Pharifees among: 
the Yews in Chrift’s time, and therefore’ rejegted, 
Matt.xxiii.14, Lukexvi.14,15. follyand covetoufiiels 
are both bad things in a minifter of the word, and 
greatly difqualify.a man for that work and Office’: 
or elfe the fenfe of the whole is, that there fhould 
be fuch a difcerning of men in gofpel-times, and 
fuch faithfulnefs ufed towards them, that a wicked. 
man fhould not be taken for a good man, notin- 
a flattering way be called one; but the pretious 
and the vile fhould be diftinguifhed, and called by 
their right names. The Targum is, “ the wicked 
‘* man fhall be no more called juft, and they that 
“* tranfgrefs his word, fhall not be-called mighty. 
¥.6. For the vile perfon will Jpeak villany,y 8e00) 
Or, a fool will utter folly*; a man chabiieaiages 
underftanding of gofpel-truths himfelf, can*e-de- 
liver them to Ltn he will only’ fpeak “foolith 
things, concerning the purity of htiman’ nature, 
the power of man’s free will, the fuffici 
own righteoufnefs to juftify him, an 


of good works, and the like; and’ therefate: fuch 
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aman is|a-very improper one to. be a guide and 
governor in the church of God; and his beart will 
work iniquity, forge and. deviie-it within himfelf, 
will form {chemes of falfe doétrine, difcipline, and 
worthip, difagreeable.to the word of God: to prac- 
tife. bypocrify , to. make men believe he is a very 
devout and religious man, when he has no good 
thing in him, and to put others upon a profetiion 
of religion that have none; which things are com- 
monly done by foolifh and ignorant.preachers : and 
to. utter error againft the Lord; fuch doétrines as 
are contrary tothe free, rich, fovereign grace of 
God; to the deity, perfonality, fonfhip, offices, 
blood, facrifice, and righteoufnefs of Chrift, and 
fo to the perfon and operations of the bleffed Spi- 
rit: \to.make empty the foul of the hungry, and be 
will caufe the drink of the thirfty to fail; the hungry 
and iéirfly are fuch as hunger and thirft after, and 
rearneftly defire, the fincere milk of the word for 
their fpiritual nourifhment and growth 5 whofe /ouls 
become empty, and their drink tails, when the doc- 
trines of grace are not difpenfed unto them, but 
falfe and unedifying doctrines are delivered, fo that 
their fouls fink and faint, and are ready to die 
away, for want of the bread of the gofpel; agree- 
able to this fenfe, the Targum paraphrafes the words 
thus, ‘* to make the foul of the righteous weary, 
*¢ who defire doctrine, as a hungry man bread ; 
*¢ and the words of the law, which are as water 
“to him that is thirfty, they think to caufe to 
** ceafe.”” 
¥.9. The infiruments alfo of the churl are evil, 
&c.], Not his veffe/s or meafures he fells by, which 
are fmall and deficient, as Kimchi and Ben Melech 
interpret it; nor his fervants, his tools in doing 
his wickednefs, which are fit for his purpofe, wicked 
men ; but rather thefe are much the fame with ¢he 
inftruments of the foolifh foepberd, Zech. xi. 15. and 
may fignify the evil ways and methods which co- 
vetous paftors or fhepherds take to fleece the flock, 
and: to increafe their own gain: he devifeth wicked 
devices, to deftroy the poor with lying words, even 
when the needy [peaketh right, he confults, con- 
trives, and forms fchemes with all craft and cun- 
ning, on purpofe to corrupt, as the word ° figni- 
fies, the poor and meek, humble and afflicted fouls, 
with falfe doétrines ; even when thefe poor and 
_ needy ones, who want to have found and com- 
fortable doctrine delivered to them, fpeak and afk 
for that which is right and juft, agreeable to the 
oracles of God, and the analogy of faith, but can’t 
have it ; wherefore fuch a man is unfit to bea ruler 
in the houfe of God. 
¥.8. But the liberal man devifeth liberal things, 
&c.]. The man of a princely fpirit confults and 
contrives, and delivers out things worthy of a 
prince and governor in the church of God; he 
that is one of a free fpirit, that is made free by the 
fpirit of God, and is led into the dottrines of free 
» will ftudy to deliver out the fame to others, 
and as he has freely received, he’ll freely give, and 
without any finifter, felfifh, and mercenary ends 
and views: avd Ly liberal things fall he fiand ; or, 
be efablifeed', both by the doétrines of free grace 
he difpenfes to others, to be eftablifhed by and 
with which, is a good thing; and by the free com- 
-municatiens of the gifts and grace of the Spirit to 
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of God unto him; by the enjoyment of his gra- 
cious prefence in private and in public; by the 
bleffings of a free and well ordered covenant, and, 
at lait, by being brought to eternal glory and hap- 
pinefs, in which he will be fettled to all eternity ; 
or, 07 liberal things fall be fland, grace here, and 
glory hereafter. The Targum is, “* the righteous 
** confult truth, and they upon truth fhall itand.” 

¥.9. Rife up, ye women that are at eafe, &c.] 
On beds of down, unconcerned about the preient 
or future ftate of the nation; who had their fhare 


-of guilt in the nation’s fins, particularly pride, luxu- 


ry, fuperftition, rejection of the Meffiah, and con- 
tempt of his gofpel, and fo fhould have their part 
in its punifhment. Some think that the men of 
the nation are fo called, becaufe of their effeminacy; 
The Fews interpret them of the other cities of Fu- 
dea, befides Ferufalem , the Targum explains it by 
provinces : hear my voice ye carelefs daughters, givé 
ear to my fpeech; the words of the prophet con- 
cerning the future defolation of their country; here 
tis thought the lefler towns and villages are in- 
tended by daughters, who dwelt in confidence and 
fecurity, having no thought or notion of deftruc- 
tion coming upon them; fo Bex Melech interprets 

the women of cities, and the daughters of villages, 
¥.10. Many days and years fhall ye be troubled, 
&c.] Or, days above a year*; a year, and fome- 
what more, yet not two years; which fome under- 
ftand of the time from this prophecy, until their 
troubles began, by the invafion of Sennacherib ; 
and others of the continuance of it, it lafting more 
than a year; or, days with a year, {0 Kimchi, days 
upon a year, year upon year, one year after an- 
other; and fo denotes a long duration of their 
troubles; and fo the troubles of the Fews, before 
their utter deftruction by the Romans, lafted a great 
while, and fince to this day; for the prophecy re- 
fpects thofe times. Kimchi fays it may be inter- 
preted of the deftruction of the whole land of J/rael, 
and of the deftruction of the temple in the days 
of Zedekiah; or of the deftruction of the fecond 
‘temple, that is, by the Romans: for the vintage 
fall fail, being fpoiled by the enemy, or taken, 
for their own ufe ; and fo there would be no wine 
to chear their hearts, and make them merry: the 
gathering Jball not come; of the other fruits of the 
earth; when the time of ingathering fhould come, 
at which there was a feaft that bore that name, 
there fhould be none to be "gathered in; the con- 
fequence of which muft be a famine, and fuch there 
was before, and at the deftruction of Feru/aiem by 

the Romans. 
¥. 11. Tremble ye women that are at eafe, &c.] 
Which may be confidered either as an exhortation 
to repentance for their fins, of which, if. a due 
fenfeé was impreffed on their hearts, would caufe a 
trembling of body and mind, under a fearful ex- 
pectation of divine wrath ; or as a prediction, that 
tho’ they were now quite tranquil and eafy, and 
nothing difturbed them, yet fuch calamities would 
come upon them, as would make them tremble : 
be troubled, yé carelefs ones or, confident ones’; 
that live fecurely, trufting in their prefent wealth 
and riches, and confident that things will always 
continue as they are; be it known to you, that 
trouble will come, and better it would be for you, 
if you were now troubled for your fins, and truly 
repented of them, that the judgments threatened, 
and 
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8nd coming, might be. prevented: firip ye, and 
make ye bare; of your fine cloaths, and beautiful 
ornaments, in which they prided themfelves, which 
uled to be done in time of mourning, Ezek. xxxiil. 
4, 5, 6. or it fignifies that this fhould be their cafe, 
they would be {tript not only of their richeft cloaths 
and decorating jewels, but of their ordinary ap- 
parel, and left bare and naked by the enemy : aud 
gird fackcloth upon your loins; as a token of mourn- 
ing ; fee Gen. xxxvii. 34. the word fackcloth is fap- 
plied, as it is by Kimchi, and in the, Syriac and 
Arabic verfions ; tho’ fome underftand it as a di- 
rection to gird their loins for fervile work, figni- 
fying what would be their condition and circum- 
ftances when taken and carried captive by the ene- 
my; they would no longer live at eafe, and in 
pleafure, as miftreffes, but would ferve as hand- 
maids. 

y. 12. They foall lament for the teats, &c.| Either 
of the beafts of the field, that fhould be dried up, 
and give no milk, thro’ the great drought. that 
fhould be upon the land; or thro’ the wafte of the 
herbage by the enemy; or elfe of the women, their 
breafts. and paps, which fhould afford no milk for 
their infants, thro’ the famine that fhould prefs 
them fore, which would occafon great lamentation, 
both in mothers and children ; tho? fome think 
they are to be underftood of the fields, and are ex- 
plained by them in the next claufe; the fruitful 
earth being compared to a woman, its fields are 
like breafts or paps, which yield food and nourifh- 
ment, but now fhould not afford any, and there- 
fore there would be caufe of lamentation. archi 
interprets, it, they fhall beat upon their breafis™; a 
gefture ufed in lamentation, to exprefs exceeding 
great grief and forrow, Luke xviii. 13. and xxiii. 
48. fome, becaufe the word rendered Jament is of 
the mafculine gender, and fo not applicable to 
women, render the words in connexion with the 
preceding verfe, thus, “* gird fackcloth on your 
** Joins, and.on your mourning breafts";” tho’ 
they may be interpreted indefinitely, there hall be 
lamentation for the teats, among all forts of people, 
men, women, and children; for the pleafant fields, 
for the fruitful vine, as the fields are when covered 
with corn and grafs, and the vines with clufters 
of grapes, but now fhould not be, either thro’ 
drought, or by being foraged and trampled on by 
the enemy. 

¥. 13. Upon the land of my people fhall come up 
thorns and briers, &c.) The curfe of the earth, 
the fpontaneous productions of it, being unculti- 
vated, and this thro’ want of men, they being de- 
ftroyed or carried captive by the enemy ; this is to 
be underftood of the land of fudea, and not Sa- 
maria, as Aben, Ezra; where the profefling and 
covenant-people of God dwelt; which is mentioned 
to fhew the apoftacy of this people, for which ruin 
came upon their land, and the aggravation of it, 
as well as the goodnefs of God to them, which 
continued to the laft, ftill confidering them as his 
people. This refpeéts not the defolation of the 
country by the Affyrian army, nor by the Chaldeans, 
but rather by the Romans, even their laft deftruc- 
tion: yea, upon all the houfes of joy in the joyous 
city; not Samaria, the head of the ten tribes, as 
fome; but Ferufalem, the joy of the whole earth, 
as Farchi; and the boufes of joy in it, mean not 
public houfes, as taverns, and the like, where per- 
fons meet to revel and caroufe, but the houfes of 
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nobles, princes, and rich men, who lived volup- 
tuoufly, in great fenfuality and carnal mirth, drink- 
ing wine in bowls, and chanting to the found of - 
the viol, and ufing all inftruments of mufic ; but 
now their houfés, in which they enjoyed fo much 
pleafure, fhould be demolifhed, and briers and_ 
thorns fhould grow upon the fpot where they 
{tood. Some render the word 3 durning, as in 
ch, iii. 24. burning fhall be on all the boufes®, Bec. 
and think it refers to the burning of the city of 
Ferufalem, and the palaces or houfes of nobles and 
rich men in it, which was done both by the Chal- 
deans, and by the Romans. . a 
y. 14. Becaufe the palaces fhall be forfaken, &c.} 
The palaces of the princes and nobles fhall be for- 
faken by them, they being obliged to flee from the 
enemy, or being taken, and either flain, or carried 
captive. The word in the Hebrew is in the fin- 
gular number, the palace, meaning the royal palace; - 
and fo Aben Ezra and Farchi interpret it of the 
king’s palace; tho’ the Targum paraphrafes it the 
houfe of the fanctuary, or the temple, fo Kimchi; 
which was left defolate, as Chrift foretold it fhould 
be, Matt. xxiii. 38: the multitude of the city fall 
be left; to take care of themfelves, and to the fury 
of their enemies, their princes and nobles bein 
killed or fied; or, the-city fhall be left of the multi- 
tude’; the multitude of inhabitants that were im 
it, fhall forfake it, and flee, or be deftroyed in it, 
fo that few or none fhall remain: the forts and 
towers fhall be for dens for ever; Ophel and Bachan, 
which fome take to be the names of two towers of 
Ferufalem , of Ophel we read in 2 Chron. xxvii, 3- 
Neb. iii. 26, 27. but rather thefe intend in general 
the high towers and ftrong fortifications of Feru- 
falem, which being cut out of rocks, when demo- 
lithed, ferved for dens for thieves and robbers, and 
wild creatures; and this being for ever, that is, 
for a very long time, fhews that it cannot be ap- 
plied to the deftruction of Ferufalem by the Chal- 


deans, and the feventy years-captivity ; but it is to 


be underftood of the laft deftruction, which con- 
tinues unto this day: @ joy of wild affes; which 
delight in wild and defert places; fee Fob xxxix, 
5,6: @ pafture of flocks; whete flocks of fheep . 
feed, inftead of being inhabited by men, Farchi’s 
note is pretty remarkable, “‘ for the defire, or at 
‘ the will, of the [/maelites, and for the feeding 
“© of the Grecians, and their army ;” and certain 
it is, that ‘feru/alem now is in the hands of the 
Tfomaelites, or Turks. The Targuin is, ** the lace 
“ which was an houfe of joy and gladnefs for 
“¢ kings, is now become a fpoil for armies.” 
y.15. Until the Jpirit be poured upon us from on 
high, &c.] That is, Ferufalem fhall lie in ruins 
until this time comes; which therefore can’t be 
underftood of the effufion of the Spirit on the day — 
of Pentecoft, which, as it was before the deftruction 
of the city by the Romans, fo the defolation it was 
brought to by the Chaldeans, did not laft fo longs 
but muft be interpreted of a pouring: forth of ‘th 
Spirit in his gifts and graces yet to come, which 
will bring on the fulnefs of the Gentiles, and the 
converfion of the Fews, and till that time comes, 
Ferufalem will continue in a ruinous conditic 
fenfe is the fame with that of Luke xxi. 240 Fe 
falem fhall be trodden down of the Gentiles, unt. 
times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. The 4 
the place is, ‘‘ until refrefhing comes fron 
“ the face of him, whofe Shekinah, or majefty 


Rae. 
» So Caftalio. © Junius & Tremellius, 4 


out which there can be no true folid peace; nor 
- the work of righteoufnefs in men, which is their 


» Vor. 
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$ is in the higheft heavens ;” -with which may be 
compared Adis iii. 19 : and the wilderne/s be a fruit- 
ful field, and the fruitful field be counted for a foreft ; 
this will be the confequence, fruit, and effect of 
the effufion of the Spirit in, the Jatter day; that 
fuch. parts of the.world as were like a wildernets, 
barren and unfruitiul, producing nothing but the 
briers and thorns of impiety, infidelity, fuperfti- 
tion and idolatry, fhould now become like a fruit- 
ful field; the gofpel being now preached. every 
where, multitudes of fouls converted, churches 
raifed and formed, and thefe filled with fuch as 
were laden with the fruits of righteoufnels ; and 
fuch places where the goipel had been. preached 
and profeffled, and where churches had been plant- 
ed, and there were fome good degree of fruitful- 
nefs in word and works, now fhould be abundantly 
more fruitful, and the profeffors of religion more 
numerous, and look more like a foreft, for num- 
ber of trees, than a field. Kimchi fays this whole 
paragraph fhall be accomplifhed in the days of the 
Meffiah. 

¥. 16. Then judgment fall dwell in the wildernefs, 
&c.] In the defert-part of the world, inhabited 
by pagans, papifts, and mahometans; where the 
feriptures, the rule of judgment, and where the 
gofpel, fometimes called the judgment of the Lord, 
Jj. li. 4. had no place, now they fhall have one, 
and an abiding one; and men of judgment in {pi- 
ritual and evangelical things, and fuch as do ju- 
ftice and judgment fhall dwell there: and righte- 
oufnels remain in the fruitful field; both the doctrine 
and practice of righteoufnefs fhall continue in the 
church of God, which will be the glory of it; 
the righteous men will be the fettled conftant inha- 
bitants of it; thefe will be all righteous at this 
time, J/ lx. 21. not only, by proteffion, but in 
truth and reality, at leaft; the far. greater part; fo 
the Zargum interprets it of thofe that do judgment, 
and do righteoufnefs. te 

¥.17. And the work of righteoufne/s fhall be peace, 
&c.] Not works of righteoufnefs done by men, 
no, not by the beft of men; for tho’ peace may 
be had and enjoyed in doing them, yet it does not 
arife and flow from thence, becauie there is no ju- 
ftification by them, and falvation thro’ them, with- 


fanctification, and is indeed the work of God, ‘and 
follows. upon the pouring forth of his Spirit, and 
therefore bids fairer to be the fenfe than the for- 


mer 5 yet peace is one part and branch of the work | 


itfelf; fee Rom. xiv. 17. but the work of righte- 
oufnefs wrought out for man is rather meant, even 
the righteoufnefs of Chrift, a work propofed unto! 
him, which he undertook, and has wrought out, 
and which was a work, and lay in working, and’ 
‘was a very toilfome and laborious one ; the confe- 
quence of which is peace, inward peace. of foul! 
now, and eternal peace hereafter ; the righteoufnefs' 
‘of Chrift applied removes the guilt of fin from the. 
confcience, it being perfect juftifies from all things, 
and yields a tranquillity and ferenity of mind, which 
is had in a way of believing in this righteoufnefs 
‘now, and it will iffue in everlafting peace and reft 
in the world to come; the end of the perfect and 
‘upright man, who is perfectly juftified by Chrift’s 


ighteoufnefs, is peace, Pf. xxxvii. 37:3, and. the 
FR e rihicnsick. quictne/s, and afjurance for ever; 


or, the Service of righteoufnefs*; the fame as before, 
rn 
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with the work of righteoufnefs 3 a fervice which 
Chrift performed, as a fervant, in obedience to the 
law, in the room and ftead of his: people ; ‘a fer- 


vice perteétly and completely done, and what is 
well pieafing unto God; and which, when a fen- 


fible finner fees its intereft in, produces guietne/s of 
foul, under the mighty hand of God, amidift all 
the calamities in the world, and judgments upon 
men, under the load of calumny and reproach caft 
upon them, and notwithitanding all the charges 
and accufations of fatan: moreover this alfo gives 
afjurance for ever, of intereft in divine things, in 
the love of God, ‘and relation to him as a Father, 
in Chrift. as a Saviour and Redeemer, and in the 
glorious inheritance which this gives a title to; or 
an holy confidence and boldnefs at the throne of 
grace now, having this righteoufnefs to make men- 
tion of as a juftitying one, and alfo hereafter, be- 
fore the throne of judgment, this being what will 
anfwer for them in a time to come. 


¥.18. dnd my people fhall dwell in a peaceable 
habitation, &c.] ‘ews and Gentiles, and all the 


faints fhall dwell in peace 4nd love one with an- 


other, and fhall be free from all the outrages and 


perfecutions of the enemy ; which, when thefe happy 


times of the pouring forth of the Spirit, and of the 
fpiritual reign of Chrift come, will be no more: 
in fure dwelling places ; where they may dwell fafely 
and confidently, fecure from all enemies, in no 
fear of them, and free from all hurt and danger 
by them; and in quiet refting places; where they 
may fleep and reft quietly, and none to difturb 
them, and make them afraid: and tho’ all this 
may be underftood of their private houfes and ha- 
bitations, yet may well enough be applied to the 


feveral chriftian communities and churches to which 
they belong; where they fhall enjoy much fpiritual 
profperity and fafety, great peace an 


quietnefs, 
comfort and reft, under the miniftry of the word, 
and adminiftration of ordinances. 

¥.19. When it hall hail, coming down on the 


foreft, &c.] The people of God will be peaceable 


and quiet, fafe and fecure, when the judgments of 
God, fignified by an Aail-ftorm, fhall come upon 
antichrift, and the antichriftian ftates, intended by 
the. fore, both for their numbers, and for their 
barrennefs and unfruitfulnefs ; {ee Rev. xvi.21. and 
as, fo it fometimes is by the difpofition of divine 


providence, that a ftorm of hail falls not upon 


fields and gardens, and the fruits of the earth, but 
upon forefts and defert lands. and as the plague 
of hail fell upon the Egyptians, and not upon the 
Tfraelites in Gofhen, to which fome think the allu- 
fion is here; fo will it be when God comes to take 
vengeance on the enemies of his people: and the 
city fogll be low in a low place, meaning not the 
city of Feru/alem, furrounded with mountains, built 
under hills, and fo under the wind, and not ex- 
pofed.to the fury of a ftorm; but rather Babylon, 
built in a plain, in a low plain, and yet fhould be 
brought lower ftill; myftical Babylon is here meant, 
the city of Rome, that fhould in humiliation be bum- 
bled, as the words may be rendered, that is, brought 
very low, exceeding low; fee chap. xxvi. 5. and 
which, at the time of the great hail, will be di- 
vided into three parts, and the cities of the nations 
fhall fall, and Babylon be had in remembrance by 

the Lord to deftroy it, Rev. xvi. rg, 21. 
¥. 20. Bleffed are ye that fow befide all waters, 
&c.] In places well watered and moiftened, and 
fo 


Rate ayn MTDY) & cultus jullitie, V.L. Montanus; labor, feu operatio, Pifcator, Cocceius. 
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fo Geto recedve’ the feed Town, Which grows Up, | it, and to eat off the top Of the’ corn when it iS 


ahd brings forth’ much ‘fruit, and “amply rewards 
the pairs of the’ fower, who “on that account is 
happy. Thefe words “are diretted to the minifters 
of the ‘gofpel in'the latter day ; the’ word is com- 

dred to feed, and the preachers of it to fowers of 

éd, who have a commiffion to preach ‘the gofpel 
to every creature, and in the latter day, in the fpi- 
ritual reign of Chrift, to which the whole para- 

raph tefers, they will fow the feed of the word 
3 many water}, or among great multitudes of peo- 
ple, fignified hereby, and with great fuccefs, great 
numbets both of ‘fews and Gentiles will be con- 
vetted : that fend forth thither the feet of the ox and 
Phe ‘dfs; which were ufed in plowing’ and tilling 
the ‘earth, and in making it fit to fow.the feed in 


t 
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HS chapter contains an account of God’s 
~ judgments upon the enemies of his people, 
and of the peaceable, comfortable, and happy {tate 
of the church in the latter day. The judgment 
denounced, ¥..1.' a prayer of the church for fafety 
and protection, which it promifes itfelf from what 
God had heretofore done, ¥. 2, 3. an anfwer to it, 
declaring the fpoil of the enemy, and the happy 
tines the people of God fhould enjoy thro’ his 
appearance for them, y. 4, 5, 6. tho” previous there- 
wnto there would be very diftreffing ones, ¥. 7, 8, 
9. when the Lord refolves to arife and exert his 
power in the deftruétion of the people who fhould 
be burnt up like ftubble, thorns, and lime, y. 10, 
11,12. perfons far and near are called ‘upon to 
take notice of this, ¥. 13. which would iffle in a 
different manner, in the furprife and terror of hy- 


tongties, and ‘nations, the Apellyon, the fpoiler and |'tices, the kings of the earth, who 
deftroyer of the earth, efpecially of the faints, whom | ceived ‘by him, and brou, ht in ub 


. he has made war with and overcome; fee Rev. ix. | 


iI. and xi. 7, 18. and xiii. ‘7. ‘how this {poiler ‘Rev, Ai, a 
men, of ‘their fubftance by confifcation, of their sc . 0 Lord, be “gratie 
bodies by imprifonment’ and death, “and of :their||4s°a prayer 

focicties and families by his violent’ perfecutions, canvichrift, imploring 
and of the fouls of others by his falle doctrine ;. in.their miferable a 


® Debarim Rabba, 


grown thick and rank, which fome think" is “here 
meant ; and the one might alfo’ be ufed ‘to gather 
it in when ripe, and the other to tread’ and ‘threfh 
it, as the Targum and Farchi interpret ie$ ther 
being’ a Jaw given the Yews, that thefe two f 
not work together, Devt. xxii. 10. and fron 
it’ may be ‘concluded, ‘that’ thefe words "Tefer®to% 
time when this law fhould be! abolifhed’s and +h 
ews themfelves apply it to the times ‘of! the Me 
fiah *; and it undoubtedly points to gofpel-times, 
and even to thofe times when the fews ‘thall 
converted, and great ntimbers among the"Genvilés 
alfo, who fhall join together in {preading” the"go* 
fpel, and in promoting the intereit of Nii eeoe 3 
oO Saty 84 biG? badd 
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tho’ he may continue long in profperity and glory, 
and not be fpoiled, or deftroyed, yet not ; cd 
The Vulgate Latin verfion renders the laf’ daug 
interrogatively, and perhaps not amils, /balt’ tho 
not be [pviled? verily thou fhale; thé fame me 
he has meted to others, fhall be meafured’ to” 
again ; the fpoiler of others fhall be ftripr of : 
himfelf ; he that deftroyed the eafth, fhall” be 
ftroyed from off the earth; he that Jeads into cap- 
tivity, fhall go into it; and he that kills with-the 
fword, fhall be flain by it; Rev. xi. 18, and xiii. 10: 
and dealeft treacheroufly, and they dealt not treache~ 
roufly with thee , or, fuall they not deal treacheroufty 
with thee? {0 the above ‘verfion renders it with ah 
interrogation ; and both this and the j ceding 
claufe are thus paraphrafed by the Targum, 

“ to thee that comeft to fpoil, and* fhall the} 
“ fpoil thee? and who comeft to opprefs, ’ 
“<“fhall they not oppre{s ‘thee ?” ‘truly t ey hz 
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will ee in his own coin ; fee z 

ii, x1, and ‘xvii. 2, 1 16 
prayer of the church under t 
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firing his, gracious help, affiftance, and deliverance; 
ing not any merits. of their own, but cafting 
’ themfelves upon the mercy and kindaels, of, God : 
we-have, waited for thee; time aiter time, yearjafter 
year, in the ufe of means;;hoping for the. mani- 
feftations.of thy felf, and kind, appearance for us; 
expecting fuccour.and falvation, and {till continue 
t0 wait, believing the time will,come, when favour 
will be. fhowm: de thou their arm every morning ; 
when they) pray unto thee, the morning being the 
itime)of prayer; and alfo be their arm all the day 
long, to Jean and depend upon, to fupport, pro- 
teét, and defend them ; there is a change of perfon 
from the firft to the third, ufual in. prophetic. and 
tic writings: forme take them to be the words 
of the Old Teftament-church, praying for the 
New Teftament-church ; and others, a prayer of 
the church for her children and members. The 
Vulgate Latin verfion renders it, ouriarm; and 
the Syriac verfion, our -belper; and the Targum, 
* our ftength:” fome read the ; words in con- 
nexion with the following claufe, thus, de thou, 
who watt their arm every morning, reierting to their 
forefathers, -whofe ftrength and fupport the Lord 
was, our falvation alfo in the time of trouble’, the 
deliverer-of us from the antichriftian yoke.of bon- 
dage, from all his. perfecutions and oppreffions, 
from the laft ftruggle of the beaft, from that hour 
of trouble and temptation that {hall come upon all 
the earth. . . 
¥. 3. At the noife of the tumult the people fled, 
&c.] The Vulgate Latin verfion renders it, at the 
voice of the angel; and Ferom reports it-as the opi- 
nion of the Jews, that it was Gabriel, and many 
Interpret the words either of the noife the angel 
made in the air, or,was made in the dfyrian camp, 
~when the angel defcended, and, fmote {uch a vatt 
umber of them, at which'the remnant :being af- 
frighted,’ fled, 2 Kings xix. 35, 36. but either this 
is to be underftood as expreffing what had been 
done in time»paft, and therefore the chureh took 
encouragement that it might, and would be, fo 
again; or:as a continuance of /her prayer, thus, 
ait the noife of the tumult, or multitude ', cet the 
people ffee*;-or as a prediction, hey foal] flee»; 
-that)is, at the noife of the multitude of faints, the 
faithful, calléd, and chofen:armies of heaven, -that 
follow Chrift.on white horfes, and .clothed iin:white ; 
when he thall go forth:to battel with the kings. of 
the earth, beaft, and-falfe prophet, let ithe people 
under them flee; or they fhall flee, sand notibevable 
to ftand before fo puiffantia general, and; fo power- 
ful an-army ; fee Revi xvituir4. candoxix.s14 > af 
the lifting up of thyfelf, the nations were feattered 3 
fo it has ‘been \in times\patt, when thesIvord thas lift 
up himfelf, and appeated,on the beh4lfof his peo 
pie, and -has: exerted shimfelf, and difplayed: his 
spower; and fo it\will:ibesagain:: or, fo letaitcbe ; 
tet the nations be fcattered ; the antichriftian nations, 
as they will -be, when the Lord |thalb lift:.up his 
aot and pour_out. the:vials of shis) wrath upon 
WOM jean ahd» Sones GW {2a I35 4 f 
4. And your, [poil foall be gathered like. the ga- 
thering of the caterpillar, &c.\ . This, is the an-~ 
fwer of the Lord to the prayer of his .church,.fig- 
‘nifying that their enemies fhould:flee, -berfcattered, 
_andperifh, and that they: 


ee odds fhould -be -viétorious, 
3 bea 


e fpoils of them 5: which they fhoul 


ee 
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fily as the caterpillar or locuit, as. fome ! of Chrift.. The whole may be rendered according 


a voce multitadinis, Pagninus; a 
; B nd rofugient, Pifcator. 
‘Pagninus, Mon‘anus ; robur omnis, vel multiplicis falutis, “Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator. 
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render it, gathers and, confumes herbs,. and every 
green, thing; or as eafily as they are gathered, and 
laid on heaps, being weak.and. unable to defend 
themielyes: moi underftand it of the Fews going 
into,the camp of the Arians, after the deftruction 
of them by the, angel, and gathering, their {poil. 
The Targum is, ‘* and the houfe of J/rael thall 
“* gather the fubftance.of the people, their yene- 
“< mies, as they, gather. a locuft;” the antichriftian 
locufts or caterpillars. are here, meant, whofe fub- 
{tance fhall fall into the hands of the followers of 
Chrift, when they fhall have got the victory of 
them ; this is the flefh of the whore, her worldly 
fubftance, which the kings of the earth, the chri- 
fuian kings, fhall eat or enjoy, Rev. xvii. 16: as 
ibe running to and fro of locufts, foall be run upon 
them; or upon it, the fpoil; as thefe locufts, of 
which fee Rev. ix. 3,.4. run to and fro’, and pil- 
laged them in times paft, as the creatures, to whom 
they are compared, run to and fro’ and deftroy 
the fruits of the earth, fo now every one of .the 
followers of Chrift fhall run and feize .vpon the 
fpoil of the: antichriftian ftates. 

¥. 5. The Lord is ewalted, 8c.]_Thefe are the 
words of the church, ,or of true believers, fetting 
forth the,praife and: glory. of God, on, account of 
the above victory and fpoil of their enemies; by 
which .the Lord is.exalted, magnified, and ho- 
noured; as he will. bein the hearts,znd mouths of 
his people when thefe, times, fhall come; fee Rev. 
Xi.pts.cand xv. 1,.2. and xix. 1,2. this, will be 
true \of Chrift, and )indeed ,this. will be the time 
when,he,; and he alone, -thall be exalted, Jit. 27.: 
for he dwelleth on highs in the highefi heaven, and 
is above::his greateit enemies, and can, and will, 
pour down his wrath and vengeance on. them : .4e 
hath filled Zion with judgment. and rightgoufne/s; the 
church of God, where:Chrift her king will reign 
in righteoufnefs, and when all the adminiftrations 
of chis kingly power -and’ government will, appear 
to be'juft.and true ;»where his word fhall be faith- 
fully preached, and his ordinances duly.-adimini- 
ftered:;\ and when all-his fabjeéts and. people -fhall 
be righteous, and live foberly and righteoufly.. The 
Largum. is, ** with thofe that, do|true judgment 
‘* and righteoufnefs, \’ ) 

¥26.. dnd wifdom.end knowledge fhall be the fta- 
bility of: thy times, &c.| Some take thefe words to 
be idireéted: to Hezekieh,; but rather they are-an 
apoftrophe tothe Meffiah,..and refpeét. the later 
times of Chrift, when,many thall,run.to and fro’, 
and the knowledge of him fhall be increafed, and 
‘the earth fhall be covered with it, as the waters 
cover the fea; and which, as it will, make thefe 
times comfortable and pleafant, fofirm,, durable, 
and. lafting-: or elfe they are the words of believers 
in thofe-times, addrefled to Zion the-church, before 
fpoken of, .obferving the great increafe of {piritual 
wifdom and)knowledge after the deflruétion.of anti- 
chrift; by. means-of, which there would, be fettled 
times of speace, joy, and comfort to, the church: _ 
and jirength of falvation sor falvations* , or {trong 
and» iJafting .falvations;. eternal falvation by Jefus 
Chrift, and completé:falvation from anuchrift, and 
from .every other; enemy; which, together wath 
{piritual .wifdom, and \experimental knowledge of 
Chrift, and his gofpel, willbe the {lability of thofe 
happy .times, which will make the fpiricual rcign 


to 


voce turbz,-Montanus, Cocceius. 


* PW YOM fortitude falutum, 


\ +3 % y * 4a) . We ti Pe 

196 rs 4 ¥ 4 OCR RR 
to the accents ¥, and be (that ‘is, the Lord, before | them,” have compaffion on the » and fps re them, — 
fpoken’ of) fhall be the flability of thy times; the | he fearing neither God norman, i 
firength of falvations thall be wifdom and knowledge ell Hae 9. 7 he earth mourneth and lenguifo 
the fear of the Lord is bis treafure ; either Heze- All’Chriftendom, ee now u er 
kiah’s, as fome, who efteemed the fear of the Lord | minion, and tyranny o ‘anticbritt 
above all his treafure ; and was more zealous in | faithful witnefies flain, and a {top put: 
fettling and eftablifhing the true worfhip of God, | miniftrations ; and therefore the chu 
than in amaffing treaiures‘to himfelf: or rather | in a very languifhing condition, and 
the Lord’s treafure, from which he receives a tri- | for mourning: Lebanon is afbamed, and 
bute of honour, of more value than the greateft | being ftript ofits ftately cedars ;' as now 
treafure : or beit of all the church’s treafure, and|of Chrift, comparable to that goodly 
every trué believer’s; this being the beginning of | Lebanon, will be deprived of its able’ 
wifdom, or: true grace, the beft of riches, and} which were like tall and fpreading cedars, 
which fecures the faints final perfeverance to glory, | gifts, grace, ftrength,’ and ufefulnefs : ‘om is 
the better and more enduring fubltance. like a wilderne/s; fuch parts, as Great-Britain, which 

y. 7. Bebold, their valiant ones fhall cry without, | have been moft fruitful (as Sharon was avery 
&c.] Or, i ihe fireet: this, and the two follow- | ful place) for the gofpel, and gofpel-ordinanc 
ing veries, defcribe the fad and defolate condition | the purity of them, and for profefiors of religiot 
of the people of God, before the above happy | being fruitful in grace, and in good works, thal 
‘times take place; their valiant ones, fuch who | now be like a defert; there being no miniftry, 
-have been valiant for the truth on earth; or ¢eir | ordinances, nor any that dare to make a1 


‘angels, as Aben Ezra, Kimchi, and Ben Melech in- | profeifion of the true religion: and B. 
terpret the word ; thefe are the angels and paftors | Carmel hake off their fruits ; before the} 
of the churches, the two witnefiés that propheiy | or come to any thing; places noted for 
in fackcloth openly and publickly, and who will | ful, and paftures for flocks; and denote, as be 
be flain, and their bodies lie unburied in the {treet | fuch fpots in Chriftendom, where nag ste s 
of the great city, Rev. xi.-3, 8: the ambaffadors | moft flourifhed, but now fhould be ‘like bars 
of peace shall weep bitterly, mott interpreters under- | heaths, and defert places. Bibi, yt! 
ftand this of the embaffadors which Hezekiah fent| y. 10. Now will I rife, faith the Lord, “&c.] 
to the king of Afyria, to obtain peace, but could | the laft extremity, when things are come toa 
not fucceed, on account of which they are-faid to | fis; his intereft at the loweft, and the kingdom « 
weep bitterly ; but the character of ambajjadors of | antichrift at its higheft pitch ; the whore of Rome 
peace well agrees with the minifters of the gofpel, | triumphing over the flain witnefles, and boaftin 
who are ambafjadors in Chrift’s ftead, and whofe | fhe was'a queen, and knew no forrow: this ¥ 
work it is to exhort men to Je reconciled to God, |be God’s fit time to exert himfelf, and 
and to preach the gofpel of peace to finful men ; | honour and glory : he before was as one lain doy 
thefe now will weep ditterly, when they are removed | and afleep, ‘as if quite negligent and carelefs abo 
into corners, and are. filenced, and not fuffered to | his honour and intereft ; but now he determines’ 
deliver their meffages of peace, to the’ comfort of | arife, and thew himfelf ftrong on the behalf of 
the Lord’s people, and the ‘glory of his name ; | fee Pf xii. 5: now will I be exalted 5 that is, in 
which will be the cafe at the:time of the flaying | his power, by the deftruction of the enemies of his 
of the witnefles. church; and in the hearts and mouths of his. Ne 
y. 8. The high ways lie wafte, &c.]. No man| ple; on account of their deliverance and falva 
walking in them, for fear of the enemy ; the ways | now will I lift up myfelf; thew himfelf above 
of Zion, which are faid to mourn, becaufe none come | enemies, higher and greater than they, and tec 
to the folemn feafis, Lam. i. 4. none daring to at-|them to a low eftate and condition. ‘The 
tend the miniftty of the word and ordinances; fee | tion of the word zow, has its emphafis ; ¢ 
If. xxxv. 8: the way-faring man ceafeth, or, the | defigned to obferve the time of God’s appearing 
traveller refis *, or flops; he does not proceed on | the caufe of his people, and the fitnefs and pro: 
his journey-;,.a‘{top is.put to a religious courfe and | priety of it; and to quicken their attention to it 
converfation ; ‘there is an entire ceflation of religi- | as well. as to exprefs the certainty of it, and the 
ous worfhip; a fabbath is kept, but not a religious | firmnefs of his refolution to do it without delay 
one ; he that.would walk in Zion’s ways is forbid, | and the vehemence and ardour with which 
and is obliged to fit ftill : be bath broken the. cove- | fet about it. oe eae 
nant, fome, as Kimchi’s father, interpret this of the] y+. 11. Ye fhall conceive chaff, ye foall 
‘fews complaining that God had broken ‘his cove- | fubble, &c.] Signifying that all the co 
nant with them, as in Pf Ixxxix. 39. but moft, | figns, and fchemes, of the antichriiti in. 
of Sennacheri’’s breaking his covenant with Heze- | continue themfelves in their prefent ftate, 
kiah, 2 Kings xviii. 14—17. ‘rather this is to be | themfelves from ruin, as well as utterly to « 
underitood of antichrift, whofe doctrine is, . that | intereft of Chrift, would be weak, vain, 
faith is not to be kept with hereticks, and which | lefs', their conceptions and a¢tions, 1 
will abundantly appear at: this diftreffing time :. Ze | and attempts, would be alike; would 
hath defpifed the cities; as Sennacherib did the fenced | like chaff and ftubble, and only ferve 
cities of Fudab ; he defpifed their fortifications, and | their own deftruction : your breath 
eafily took them, and treated the inhabitants with | vour you; or, your /pirit* , your pt 
difdain and contempt ; and fo will the Reformed | tinefs, in felf-praifes, commendatic 
proteftant cities and countries be invaded, feized | ing; your rage, wrath, and fury 
upon, and infulted, by the Romih antichrift: he | your blafphemy againft God an 
regardeth no man; {o as to keep covenant with | the reafon why the fire of God’: 
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_” Vid. Reinbeck de accent. Heb. ‘p. 40g! = SQ naw, ceffaverat viator, 
viator, Cocceius, + * DOM, fpiritus vefter, V.L, Pagninus, Montanus, &. 
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fume you. | The Targum is, <‘,. you have, thought 


«for yourfelves, O ye people, thoughts of wick- 


“¢ ednefs ; ye have done for yourfelves evil works, 
,“ becaufe of your evil works, my word fhall de- 
« ftroy you, as a whirlwind the ftubble ;” Chrift, 
‘the effential word of God. r 

¥. 12. And the people fhall be as the burnings of 
lime, &c.] Like chalk-ftones that are burnt to 
make lime of ; which may denote not only their 
hardnefs and impenitency, which brought upon 
them and iffued in the wrath of God; but the mi- 
ferable condition into which they are brought, and 
the torture they fhould be put to: perhaps this 
may refer to the cafting of the beaft and falfe, pro- 

het alive into the lake burning with fire and 
brimftone, Rev. xix. 20: as thorns cut up hall they 
be burnt in the fire, thorns are a fit fimile to exprefs 
the unfruitfulnefs, ufeleffnefs, and hurtfulnefs of 
wicked men, particularly the fons of Belial, the 
followers of antichrift; and thefe cut up, and fo 
not green and moift, but dry, and fit fuel for the 
fire, which burn the more eafily and quickly, 
makes the metaphor more agreeable. The burn- 
ing of Rome feems here to be pointed at, Rev. 
Xvii. 16. and xviii. 8. 

¥. 13. Hear, ye that are far off, what I have 
done, &c.] Not meaning the deftruction of the 
Afyrian, as it is commonly interpreted ; but the 
ruin of antichrift, the beaft and falfe prophet, and 
the burning of the city and whore of Rome; for 
whoever will be the inftruments, the work is the 


Lord’s, and therefore it will be done; fhe jhail be | 


utterly burnt with fire, for flrong is the Lord who 
judgeth ber, Rev. xviii. 8. and this _fhall be heard 
of far and near, who fhall applaud the mighty 
work, and give God the glory of it, Rev. xix. 1, 
2: and ye that are near, acknowledge my might , 
even his omnipotence, which will be feen, obferved, 
and owned by multitudes, who will fay, allelujab, 
for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth, Rev. xix. 6. 
there will be fome that will be nigh, that fhall 
ftand afar off, lamenting her cafe, and will not 
own the hand of God in it, Rev. xviii. 9, 10, 15. 
but others will. : 

y. 14. The finners in Zion are afraid, and fear- 
fulnefs hath furprized the hypocrites, &c.] Meaning 
not perfons of fuch a character that dwelt in Ferw- 

. falem, who had the guife and form of religion, 
and not the power of it, and were for fleeing to 
Egypt, and trufting in Pharaoh, and not in the 
Lord; who were feized with dread and terror, when 
the Afyrian army befieged them, or when it was fo 
awfully deftroyed by the angel in the night; when 
obferving the vifible and immediate hand of God 
in it, they might fear the like judgment would fall 
upon them for their irreligion and hypocrify; but 
rather formal profeffors, and hypocritical perfons, 
in the Reformed churches, or proteftants having 
only a form of godlinefs, without the power of it, 
are meant ; who obferving God’s judgments upon 
antichrift, fhall be feized with a pannic, left the 
like fhould come down upon them for their hypo- 
crify and deceit; unlefs it fhould be rather thought 
that antichrift and his followers themfelves are de- 
figned, who himfelf is faid to fit in the temple of 
God, and who claim to themfelves the name of 
the church of God, and pretend to be chriftians, 
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poured on the antichriftian ftates, fhall dread the 
vengeance of eternal fite, which they exprefs in 
the following words: wha among us fall dwell 
with the devouring fire? who among us fhall dwell 
with everlafting burnings 2, that is, the wrath of 
God in hell, which is the fire thar feeds upon and 
devours Chriftlefs finners.; which thall never be 
quenched, and is called everlafting fire, in which 
the followers of antichrift will be tormented for 
ever; and the {moke of which will afcend for ever 
and ever, and will be intolerable; none will be 
able to abide'and endure. it ; fee Rev. xiv. 9,10, 
£1. So the Zargum interprets it of the place where 
the ungodly are to be judged and delivered into 
hell, an everlafting burning. 

¥. 15. He that walketh righteoufly, &c.] Thefé 
are the words of the prophet, in an{fwer to thofe 
of the hypocrites. So the Targum, ‘* the prophet 
* faid, the righteous fhall dwell in it ;” not in 
the devouring fire and everlafting burnings, but 
in Zion, in Ferufalem, on high, in the munition of 
rocks, fafe from thofe burnings ; for thefe words 
are to be conneéted not with the preceding, but 
with the following verfe, thus, be that walketh 
righteoufly, 8c. he fhall dwell on high, &c. and fuch 
an one is he, that walks by faith on Chrift as his 
righteoufnefs ;- that 'walks after the Spirit, and not 
after the flefh; that. walks uprightly, according 
to the rule of the gofpel, and as becomes it; that 
walks in the ways of judgment and righteoufnefs, 
in which Chrift leads his people, and lives foberly, 
righteoufly, and godly : and /peaketh uprighily ; or 
uprightnefes* ,; upright things, what is in his heart, 
what is agreeable to the word of God, the ftandard 
of truth ; who makes mention continually of the 
righteoufnefs of Chrift, and that only as his jufti- 
fying one; and whofe tongue talks of judgment, 
juft and righteous things, and not what is corrupt, 
prophane, impure, and impious: 4e that de/pifeth 
the gain of oppreffions ; that which 1s got by oppref- 
fion and rapine ; the mammon of iniquity, as the 
Targum calls it; but reckons the gain of wifdom, 
and of godlinefs, exceeding preferable to it: that 
feoaketh bis hand from holding of bribes, that won’t 
receive any, but when they-are put into his hands 
fhakes them out, and will not retain them; ex- 
preffling his abhorrence of fuch practices, and’ de- 
claring that he is not to be influenced. by fuch -me- 
thods from {peaking truth, and doing juftite: that 


foppeth his ears. from hearing of blood, or bloods * 


from hearing thofe that fhed, innocent blood; as the 
Targum; who will not hearken to any folicitations 
to fhed blood; will not converfe with men about 
it, or enter into fchemes in order ‘to it, much lefs 
join them in fhedding it : and fhutteth his eyes from 
feeing evil; done by others; he abhors it in him- 
felf, and diflikes it in others ; turns his eyes from 
beholding it, fo far from taking pleafure in it, 
and in thofe that do it: all this is oppofed to the 
hypocrify, impiety, prophanenefs, rapine, bribery, 
murders, and wickedne(s, of the church of Rome ; 
fee Rev. ix. 21. 
y. 16. He fhall dwell on high, &c.|] And fo in 
fafety: this is oppofed to the fears of hypocrites, 
the groveling life of a worldling, and the low life 
of many profeffors, and is expreffive of the fecu- 
rity of good men. © It may refpect the ftate of the 


tho” they are not ; when they fhall fee the city of | faints on earth, who dwell by faith on God, as 


Rome in flames, and the vials of God’s wrath | their covenant-God, on his everlafting love and 


. 


un- 
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unchangeable grace 3 on Chrift, as their Redeemer | 
and: Saviour ;°and in their thoughts and contem- 


plations on heavenly things, where Chrift is; -and 
particularly in the fpiritual reign of Chrift, after 


the deftruétion of antichrift, when fuch fhall dwell | 


quietly, and fafely in God's holy hill, the church, 
which fhall be eftablifhed upon the top of the 
mountains: and it may alfo refpe& the ftate of the 
faints in heaven, which is a dwelling on high, and 
where they will be fate from everlafting burnings, 


frances * ; 
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‘ports them under their prefent trials: thd? it 


be, that an enlargement of Chrift’s Kingdom" 
over the world, to the diftant’ parts of it, may” 
here meant ; which may be called, as the words 
may be rendered, a land of diftances, or of far de 
that reaches far and near, from’ fea to’ 
fea, and from the river to the ends of the earth; 
which will be the cafe, when the kingdoms ot 
world fhall become Chrift’s, and the kingdor t 
and the greatnefs of it, under the whole heaven, 


and out of the reach of all enemies: #is place of | hall be given to the faints of the Moft High ‘a 


» defence fhall be the munitions of rocks, Chrift is the 
* place of defence to his people, againft avenging ju- 
{tice, the curfe and condemnation of the law, the 
wrath of God, fin and all its dreadful confequences, 
fatan and all enemies: and he is the munitions of 
rocks; he is a rock himfelf, for them to build upon, 
and fhelter in; and like fortre//es made out of rocks, 
which can never be undermined, blown up, or 
broke thro’: bread’ feall be given him, not only 
fhall he be in fafety, but fhall enjoy the greateft 
plenty of bleffings, particularly fpiritual ones ; 
above all, Chrift, the bread of God from heaven, 
the true bread, the bread of life, which gives and 
fupports life, and fecures an eternal one; as alfo 
the word and ordinances, which are the provifions 
of Zion, and which all its inhabitants are favoured 
with ; for thefe are all the gifts of divine goodnels. 
The Targum is, “ in the houfe of the fanctuary his 
“¢ foul fhall be fatisfied, his food fhall be fuff- 
“¢ cient :” bis waters fhall be fure ; Chrift and his 
fulnefs, the Spirit and his grace, the gofpel-doc- 
trines, and ordinances of it; the believer may be 
affured of a fupply from Chrift’s fulnefs; the grace 
of the Spirit is never failing, and is perfevering ; 
and gofpel-doétrines and ordinances are not deceit- 
ful brooks, but yield comfort and refrefhment : 
compare with this Rev. vii. 15, 16, 17. 

¥. 17. Thine eyes fhall fee the king in bis beauty, 
&c.] Not merely Hezekiah in his royal robes, and 
with a chearful countenance, having put off his 
fackcloth and his fadnefs, upon the breaking up of 
the fiege ; but a greater than he, even the king 
Meffiah, in the glory of his perfon and office, e- 
{pecially as a king reigning glorioufly before his an- 
cients in Ferufalem: the apoftles faw him in his 
glory, in the days of his flefh, corporally and {pi- 
ritually ; believers now fee him by faith, crowned 
with glory and honour, as well as fee his beauty, 
fulnefs, and fuitablenefs, as a Saviour; and ’ere 
long, their eyes fhall fee him perfonally in his 
own and his Father’s glory, This is to be under- 
ftood of the eyes of good men, before defcribed. 
The Zargum is, ‘¢ thine eyes fhall fee the glory 
** of the majefty of the king of worlds in his 
“ praife ;” and Farchi interprets it of the glory of 
the majefty of God; fo, according to both, a di- 
vine perfon is meant, and indeed no other than 
Chritt : they /hall bebold the land that is very far off; 
not the land of hell, as the Zargum, which para- 
phrafes it thus, ‘* thou fhalt behold and fee thofe 
*¢ that go down into the land of hell ;” but rather 
the heayenly country, the better one, the land of 
uprightnefs, typified by the land of Canaan, and 
may be faid to be @ land afar off, with refpect to 
the earth on which the faints now are, and with re- 
gard to the prefent fight of it, which is a diftant 
one, and will be always afar off to wicked men; 
this now the faints have at times a‘view of by 
faith, which is very delightful, and greatly fup- 


{EPPA YN, terram diftantiaram, Vatablus, Montanus, Gataker. 


“© thine heart, which was meditating tertor before this.” 


Pew 


glorious fight this will be. And this fenfe a 
with the context, and declares what will be after 
the deftruéction of antichrift. ie mat 


with, when furrounded and oppreffed by their ene 


en 


following words, where is the fcribe ? where is the 
receiver ? where is he that counted the towers? axe 
taken to be either the words of the Jews in their’ 
diftrefs, calling for fuch and fuch officers to repair 
to their refpective pofts, and do their duty; as the 
Jeribe, or mufter-mafter, to fee that he has his full 
quota of men ; the receiver or treafurer, and pay- 
matter of the foldiers, to give the men money and 
wages, that they may be encouraged to fight; and 
the counter of towers, or engineer, to take care of 
the fortifications, and give direCtions about them’: 
or elfe, as now infulting the Arians after the de- 
feat of them, enquiring where were now fuch and’ 
fuch officers in their army, whom before they 
dreaded, fignifying they were all perifhed and gone, 
The apoftle cites thefe words, or at leaft alludes to 
them, 1 Cor. i. 20. when he fays, where is the 
wife? where is the feribe? where is the difputer 
of this world? triumphing over the wife doétors’ 
of the Yews, and the philofophers of the Gentiles, 
as not being able to face and withftand the power 
and wifdom of the gofpel ; fee the note there. So 
here, when the people of God will be recovered 
from their fright, and be brought out of their low 
eftate, and will have afcended into heaven, or be 
come into a glorious church-ftate, they will then 
triumph over their enemies, who will be no more, 
and fay, where are the pope and his clergy? his’ 
cardinals, archbifhops, bifhops, _priefts, monks, 
friers, &¢ ? what are become of them? they are 
all gone, and will be no more. The Targum is, 
“ thine heart fhall think of great things; where 
“¢ are the fcribes ? where are the princes ? “whe: 
“ are the counters? Jet them come, if they can 
count the numbers of the flain, the heads it 
mighty armies ;” which, may well enough \ 
huftrated by Rev. xi. 13. and ig 18, hail Fngid 
¥. 19. Thou fhalt not fee a fierce people, 8c.) ~ 
people of a fierce countenance, as in Daw. viil. ¢ 
fierce in their looks, furious in their temper, ‘¢ 
and blood-thirfty in their practices, ¢o 
hardened in their fins, whofe confciences 
as with a red-hot iron; @ charater & en of the 
papifts, 1 Tim. iv. 2. thefe fhall be no more 
nor feared: @ people of a deeper fpeech than thow 
. ml valigs f Oem 
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canft perceive ; than the-people in common could, 
having their worfhip and devotion not in their mo- 
ther-tongue, but in the Latin tongue: of @ jiam- 
mering tongue, that thou canft not waderfiand, mean- 
ing the fame as before, a barbarous language, as 
every one is to thofe who underftand it not, {0 the 
Syriac and Affirian languages were to the Jews, 
2 Kings xviii. 26, and fo the Roman language to 
other nations ; but now no more to be ufed in re- 
ligious worfhip ;. nor fhall the church of God be 
any more vifited by Turks or Papyfs, and be in any 
dread of them more. 

¥. 20. Look upon Zion, &c.] Inftead of fuch 
terrible objets as before defcribed, a very amiable 
and lovely one is prefented to view; even Zion, the 
church of God, beloved by him, chofen for his 
habitation, a ftrong city, a perfection of beauty, 
and the joy of the whole earth. The Targum is, 
“« © Zion, thou fhalt fee their fall ;” the fall of 
her enemies before-mentioned ; as at this time, the 
church will fee the fall both of the eaftern and 
weftern antichrift. But the words are an exhorta- 
tion to the faints and people of God, to behold the 
fafety, peace, and profperity of the church, now 
freed from all its enemies: she city of our folemni- 
ties; a city, for its fituation, foundation, walls, and 
building ; for its number and forts of inhabitants ; 
for its wholefome laws, and choice privileges: a 
city of folemnities, where the faints folemnly affem- 
ble together for réligious worfhip ; where the word 
of, God is folemnly preached, and where the ordi- 
nances are folemnly adminiftered, and the facrifices 
of prayer and praife are folemnly offered up: shine 
eyes fhall fee Ferufalem a quiet habitation, or the 
church of God in gofpel-times, and particularly in 
the latter day; fee Heb. xii. 22. Gal. iv. 26. and 
by which name the church is Called in its more 
glorious ftate, Rev. xxi, 2, 10. which is the hadi- 
tation of God, Father, Son, and Spirit; and of 
faints, where they dwell, or however will in, the 
latter day, fafely, quietly, pleafantly, and comfort- 
ably ; for then will it be, and be /een and enjoyed 
as a guict one; for now will the faints live in peace 
one with another; there will be no more envy, vex- 
ations, animofities, and divifions ; this will be the 
Philadelpbian church -ftate, when brotherly love 
fhall every where prevail, and when they fhall alfo 
_ be entirely free from the perfecutions of enemies; 
none fhall hurt and deftroy in all the holy moun- 
tain, J/. xi. 9. Some render it a fheep-fold‘ ; Chrift 
is the fhepherd, the faints are his fheep, the church 
is the fold, where they are gathered, tec, and pre- 
férved, and lie in fafety and peace: and a tader- 
nacle that fhall not be taken down , as the tabernacle 
of Mofes was; or the tents of fhepherds, foldiers, 
and fojourners are, to which the allufion may be ; 
and fo is expreffive of the continuance of the 
church, which fhall not now be removed from 
place to place, as it has been, but fhall be fixed 
and fettled all over the world, and fo remain to 
the end. of time, an immoveable tabernacle ; and 
efpecially fo it will be, when the tabernacle of God 
is,with men, and he fhall dwell with them, Rev. 
xxi, 3.: not one of the fiakes thereof fball ever be re- 
moved, neither foall any of the cords thereof be broken, 

uding to tents and tabernacles made of curtains, 
ened by cords to ftakes, by which they are fup- 
Not only minifters of the gofpel, 
te. believer is as a ffake or pillar in the 


a 
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ened caulam, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator, 
2 ANN, non in talione, 
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church of God, which fhall néver be removed; 


Rev: iii. 12. never removed from the heart and 


love of God; nor out of the hands of Chrift, and 
an intereft in him ; nor out of the family of God, 
or from the privileges of it; mor from Chrift’s » 
body, the church, which is his fulnefs. The cords 
with which thefe are all held together, which fhall 
never be broken, are the everlaiting love of God, 
electing grace, the covenant and its promifes, the 
word and ordinances, which always remain firm 
and fure, and fecure the ftability’and continuance 
of the church of God. ; 
¥. 21. But there the glorious Lord will be unto us a 
place of broad rivers, and ftreams, &c.| Egypt had its 
Nile, and Babylon its Euphrates, but Ferufalem had. no 
fuch river for its convenience, commerce, and de= 
fence ; but God promifes to be that to his Ferufu- 
lem, his church and people, as will anfwer to, and 
be infiead * of a river that has the broadett ftreams 3 
which is expreffive of the abundance of his grace,’ 
and the freenefs of it, for the fupply of his church, 
as well as of the pleafant fituation and fafety of it ; 
fee Pf, xlvi. 1, 2, 3, 4.' Ezek. xvii. 1, 0; 3504) 
where the Lord appears glorious 3 where he difplays 
the glorious perfections of his nature, his power; 
faithfulnefs, truth, holinefs, love, grace and mercy ; 
where his glorious gofpel is preached ; where he 
grants his gracious and glorious prefence; and 
where faints come to fee his glory, do fee it, and 
fpeak of it; fee 2 Sam. vi. 20. Pf. Ixiii, 1, 2. and 
xxix. 9: wherein fhall go no galley with oars, neither 
joall gallant foips pafs thereby , this advantage literal 
Ferujalem had, that though it had no river for its 
pleafure, profit, and protection, yet no enemy 
could come up to it in that way; and the Lord; 
tho’ he is indeed inftead of a broad river to his 
people for their fupply and fafety, yet fuch a one 
as will not admit any enemy, great or fmall; fig- 
nified by the galley with oars, and the gallant fhip, 
to come near them; and in the new Feru/alem- 
church-ftate, when there will be new heavens and 
a new earth, there will be no fea, Rev, xxi. 1. 
and fo no place for thips ‘and galleys. The des 
fign of thefe metaphors is to fhew, that the church 
of Chrift at this time will be fafe from all ene- 
mies whatfoever, as they muft needs be, when the 
Lord is not only a place of broad rivers, but a 
wall of fire round about them, and the glory in 
the midft of them, Zech. ii. 5. 
yi 22. For the Lord is our judge, &c.] The 
Lord Chrift, who has all judgment committed to 
him by the Father, who will judge his people, 
right their wrongs, and avenge their injuries : the 
Lord is our lawgiver ; who has enacted wholefome 
laws for his church, writes them on their hearts, 
and puts his fpirit within them, to enable them ‘to 
keep them: the Lord is our king ; king of faints, 
king of Zion; made fo by his Father, owned by 
his church, under whofe government it is in fafety : 
he will fave us; from all fin, and from all ene- 
mies, with an everlafting falvations The church 
here fpeaks with great pleafure of her intereft in 
Chrift under every character, and of her fafety as 
depending upon him. The Targum is, ** the Lord 
‘* is.our judge, who brought us by his power out 
“< of Egypt; the Lord is our teacher, who gave 
“¢ us the doétrine of the law from Sinai; the Lord 
is our king, he will redeem us, and take ven- 
geance of judgment for us on the army of Gog;”? 
=| which 
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which thews that the ancient Fews underftood this Jk enbes ase beclieny 3 and: th 
ophecy as referring to times yetto come. |" ir malt, which is cut down, that it 
te it Thy rabbis ard lated &e.}- Ory are} © fible to fpreadia fail on its, then fhall the . 
left; forfaken by the mariners, as ‘being of no | “‘ of Lrael divide the. fubftance of the: people, the 
ufe and-fervice : they could not well Strengthen their | °° multitude of a prey and fpoil ; and altho’ t - 
moft; with ropes to make it ftand upright: they | ** blind: and the lame are left among. them, the: 
could not fpread the foil; upon the maft, without | “ alfo fhall divide the multitude of the prey and 
which they could not proceed. ‘This is fpoken to, | “‘ {poil.”” healt. 05:5 ( Jee 
and of the enemies, of the church: moft inter-|  ¥. 24. And the inhabitant frall not fay, I am 
preters underftand it of the Affyrians, who are com- Jick, &c.]. That is, the inhabitant of Zien, © 
pared to a fhip in great diftrefs at fea, when its} 7erufalem, the church of Chrift, ¥. 20: and fiich 
tacklings are fhattered, the maft is fplit, and the } are they that are born again in Zion, and broug 
fails cannot be fpread. The metaphor is taken | UP there; who are made free thereof by Chriit;, are 
and carried on ftom y. 21. where mention is made | brought to dwell here by the Lord himfelf; and 
of a galley with oars, and a gallant fhip.. Tyran- | under the influence of divine grace afk their way 
nical governments are thought by fome to be com- | hither, and come willingly and chearfuily, and 
pared to fhips; a king to the maft; princes to | Jettle here: thele at this .time the prophecy refers 
ropes, cords, and tackling and their army in |to, even the latter day, fhall not be heard to fay, 
battel-array to fails fpread ; but here all is in con- | not one of them, Jam fick 5 either with the fick- 
fufion, diftrefs, and unavoidable ruin: this may |/nefs of fin, fo as to fay theré is no cure for them, 
very well be applied to the antichriftian ftates, |,or that they fhall die of it, or even to complain of 
when the vials of God’s wrath fhall be poured out | 1¢ 5 for all their ficknefies and difeafes of this kind 
upon them’; -efpecially when the fecond vial fhall | will be healed by the -rifing of the fun of righte- 
be poured out upon the fea, and all fhipping’ will | oufneis upon them, with healing in-his wings; or 
fuffer, as under the fecond trumpet, the third part |/with the ficknefs of affliction, efpecially outward 
of fhips were deftroyed, there being a correfpon- affliction of perfecuting enemies, which will be at 
dence betwéen the trumpets and the feals, Rev. viit. | an end; and fuch Joy will attend them, on ac- 
8, 9. and xvi.-3 : then is the prey of a great fpoil | count of their deliverance from them, that all their 
divided , as the {poil of the Afjrian camp was by | former forrows and fufferings will be forgot ; and 
the Jraclites, fo will the fpoil of the Papifts by the }in the new ‘feru/alem-church-ftate there will be 
Proteftants; particularly when the kings of the | neither one ficknefs nor another; no more forrow, 
earth fhall be filled with an averfion to the whore | pain, or deaths the leaves of the tree of life will 
of Rome, and fhall deftroy her, and make her dare | be for the healing of the nations, Rev. xxi, 4, and 
and defolate of all her riches, and hall eat ber | xxii. 2: the people that dwell therein fhall be for- 
fie, or feize upon her fubftance, which will be- | g/vew their imquity , this fhews that fin is the fick- 
come the prey. of a great fpoil unto them : and zbe | nefs meant; the manner in which fuch a difeafe is 
lame take the prey ; which denotes both how eafily | cured, by forgivenefs ; and the perfect health and 
it fhall be taken, and what a plenty there fhall be, | foundnefs, as well as joy, and peace, and comfort, 
that even fuch, and who come late, fhall have a} which follows upon an application of p ing 
fhare in it. The Targum of the whole is, “* at | grace and mercy. The Targum refers this to the 
“‘ that time (when vengeance fhall be taken on | time when the J/raelites fhall return to their own 
‘“* Gog) the people fhall be broken with ‘theirown | land; and Kimchi owns that fome of their imter- 
“< ftrength, and they fhall be like to a fhip whofe | preters apply it to the times of the Meffiah. 5. 
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HIS chapter is a prophecy of the deftruction|' y.1. Come near, ye nations, to bear, and bearken: 
“of ail the antichriftian nations of the world, | a// ye people, &c.] Not the people of the Jews, as 
and particularly of Rome, fignified by Jdumea ; | fome, whofe utter deftruction, after, their rejection 
which is introduced with a call to a general‘atten- | of the Mefliah, is-here thought to be prophe: 
tion to it, it being a very awful and folemn affair, | of ; and. much lefs are thefe people called upon to 
ys. 1. utter and univerfal deftruction is declared, as | hear the gofpel preached to them, as Cocceius think 
the effect of God’s wrath, y..2. which is expreffed] for not good, but bad news they are called t 
by a dreadful fcene of blood, to the melting of | hearken to, even the account of their»utter ruins 
the mountains with it, and by the diffolution of the | /et the earth bear, and all that is therein; not the 
heavens, and the hofts of them, ¥. 3, 4. particue | land of 7udea, but all the earth, and the inhabi 
larly the deftruction of Idumea is denounced by the | tants of it: the world, and all things that come forth 
{word of the Lord being on it, and bathed with | of it; which may either be underftood of thoie 
the blood, both of the common people, .and of | that dwell in it, as. the Targum interprets it: _ of 
their princes, fignified by various forts of crea-| the people that are in it, as the Septuagint and the 
tures, ¥. 5, 6, 7. the caufe of which is the Lord’s | Oriental verfions; and fo the phrafe n 
vengeance for the controverfy of his church and | the original of them, being of the eart 
people, injured by Edom or Rome, y¥.8. whofe de-| and to which they muft return again: 
folate and calamitous ftate is reprefented as being | be defigned to humble men, and -h 
like that of Sodom, ¥.9, 10. and fhould be no | them; or elfe the fruits of the ea 
more inhabited by men, nor governed by princes, | every thing that {pring ilbsnf; igi 
but be the dwelling of wild beafts, and unclean! upon to hear the voice of the Lord, 
birds, ¥. 11, 12, 13, 14, 15. all which is con-| would not; and fo is defigned to rebul 
firmed by the word and {pirit of God, ¥. 16,17. | pidity and fluggifhnefs of men, 
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is faid to them, even from the Lord, when upon | tree when fhaken by a violent wind; the fame me- 
the brink of deftruction. taphor is ufed in Rev. vi. 13. 
¥.2. For the indignation of the Lord is upon all; y. 5. For my fword fhall be bathed in heaven, 
hations, &c.] All the nations of the earth, which | &c.] That is, the fword of the Lord,as it is 
have committed fornication with the whore of| called in the next verfe, and it is he that is fpeak- 
Rome, or have given in to her falfe worfhip, fu-| ing; it defigns the vengeance of the Lord, the 
perftition, and idolatry; which is the reafon of| punifhment he will infliét on the wicked, faid to be 
God’s wrath and indignation againft them, and of | bathed in heaven, becaufe detérmined and prepared 
fuch fevere punifhment being infli¢ted on them ;| there; the allufion may be to the bathing of fwords 
fee Rev. xviii. 3 : and his fury upon all their armies, in fome fort of liquor, to harden or brighten them. 
the armies of the kings of the earth, gathered to-| and fo fit them for ufe. Kimchi renders it, my 
gether at Armageddon, to make war with Chrift, | /word,. which is in heaven, foall be bathed, that is, 
and thofe that follow him; fee Rev. xvi. 14, 16.|in the blood of the flain ; heaven may denote the 
and xix. 19: be hath utterly deftroyed them not | whole Roman papal jurifdiction, as it does the whole 
only devoted them to deftru¢tion, but actually de- | Roman pagan empire in Rev. xii. 71 and may de- 
ftroyed them, with Cherem, an utter deftruction ; | fign the principal men in it, thofe that are in the 
one of the words of which Armageddon is com- | higheft places and offices, in whom the fword of 
pounded, and {0 points at the place, as well as} the Lord fhall be firft drenched, and’be as it were 
the nature and manner of the deftruction: he bath j fatiated and inebriated’ with the blood of them : 
delivered them to flanghter, to be flain with the} Lebold, it fhall come down upon Idumea 5 with great 
fword of him that fitteth on the white horfe, which | weight, force, and vengeance, having a. commiffion 
proceeds out of his mouth, Rev. xix. 21. from heaven to execute. Idumea is here particularly 
¥. 3. Their flain alfo fhall be caft out, &c.] Upon| mentioned, becaufe the Edomites were implacable 
the open fields, and there lie unburied, and be-j enemies to the Fews, and fo are here put for all 
come meat for the fowls of heaven, who are in-| the enemies of God’s church and people, all the 
vited to them as to a fupper, even the fupper of j antichriftian ftates, particularly Rome, which the 
the great God, Rev. xix. 17, 18: and their flinks Fews, as ‘ferom obferves, underftand by Edom of 
foall come up out of their carcafes; fo that they | Idumea here: upon the people of my curfe to judg~ 
thallbecoine loathfome and abominable to the] ment; a very defcriptive character of the Papi/ts, 
living, and noné fhall care to come near them to} the people of God’s curfe, and righteoufly fo ; 
bury them; an emblem of their loathfome andj} thofe who have ‘anathematized his people, and 
abominable fins, the caufe of this deftruction : avd} curfed them with bell, book, and candle, are ana- 
the mountains foall be melted with their blood; an hy-| thematized by him, devoted to deftrution, and 
perbolical expreffion, denoting the great number | doomed to be accurfed, fentenced to ruin, and on 
of the flain upon the mountains, and the great} whom judgment fhall pafs, and fhall be executed $ 
quantity of blood fhed there ; which fhould run | they fhall hear, go ye curfed, both here and here- 
down in large ftreams; and carry part of them | after, at the fall of Babylon, and at thé general 
along with it, as large and hafty fhowers of rain|judgment. The Targum is, “ becaufe my fword 
wafh away the earth, and carry it along with them; | “ is revealed in heaven; behold upon Edom it is 
fuch an hyperbole fee in Rev. xiv. 20. revealed; and upon the people whom I have 
¥. 4. And all the hofts of heaven fall be diffolved, | ** condemned to judgment.” 
&c.] Pine away', as with ficknefs, grow languid,| y¥. 6. The fword of the Lord is filled with blood, 
become obfcure, lofe their light, and be turned] &c.] Multitudes being flaih by it; the Lord Here 
into blood’and darknefs ; this figure is ufed to ex-] is that divine perfon that is defcribed as a warrior, 
prefs the horror of this calamity, as if the very| as a general of an army, with a fharp fword, by 
heavens themfelves, and the fun, and moon, and} whom many are flain, fuch a number as that it is 
ftars, were affected with it; fee Jf xiii. 10: and} filled with the blood of them, Rev. xix. 11—16, 
_ the heavens foall be rolled together as a feroll; a| 21: it is made fat with fatnefs ; not only filled with 
book, or volume, which when rolled up, one let-| blood, but fattened by it; the allufion is, to rave- 
ter of it could not be read; and it was the manner | nous creatures gorged and fated with the blood of 
formerly, of making and writing books in the] others, and thereby made fat; perhaps this may 
form of a roll, hence the word, volume ; and here} refer to chriftian princes, the fword in the hand of 
it fignifies that there fhould be fuch a change in| the Lord, who fhall be enriched with the plunder 
the heavens, as that not a ftar fhould be feen, much | and fpoil of the antichriftian ftates: and with thé 
lefs the fun or moon; and may fignify the utter | dood of lambs and goats, with the fat of the kidneys 
removal and abolition of all dignities and offices, | of rams. The Targum is, “ with the blood of 
fupreme and fubordinate, civil and ecclefiaftical, | “« kings and governors, with the fat of the kid- 
in the whole Roman jurifdiction ; thus the deftruc- | “ neys of princes ;” and Farchi interprets them of 
tion of Rome pagan is defcribed in Rev. vi. 14. as | princes and rulers; but rather the common people 
the deftruction of Rome papal is here ; from whence | are defiened, or the common foldiers in thie army, 
the language feems to be borrowed: and all their | or however, the inferior officers of it; kings, prin- 
boft foail fall down, as the leaf falleth off from the| ces, and generals being intended in the following 
vine, and as a falling fig from the fig-tree,; that is,!verfe. It denotes the great carnage of all forts 
the ftars fhould fall down; by whom may be! and ranks of men made at this time, and which is 
meant perfons in office, that made a confiderable| defcribed in Rev. xix. 18: for the Lord hath a fa- 
figure, who fhall fall from their ftations, in which | crifice in Bozrab, and a great flaughter in the land 
they fhone with much fplendor and grandeur, as| of Idumea ; there feems to be two Bozrahs the fcrip- 
leaves fall from trees in autumn, particularly the| ture fpeaks of, the one in Moad, Fer. xlviii. 24. 
vine ; or as unripe and rotten figs fall from the fig-] and another in Edom, J/. \xiii. 1. which is here 
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meant, and was a chief city of the Edamites, and 
fignifies a fortrefs, being.no doubt a place well for- 
tified ; this is the Bujira of Ptolemy *, and which he 
places in Arabia Petrea. Aben Ezra {ays that fome 
interpret it of Conftantinople, the metropolis of the 
Ottoman empire ; but it is beft to underftand it of 
Rome, as Menaffeh ben Lfrael' does, and Idumea of 
the whole Roman jurifdiction; Rome being the chief 
city of the antichriftian ftates, that great city, which 
ohn in his Revelation defcribes as reigning over the 
kings of the earth ; here.and in all the antichriftian 
kingdoms will be a great flaughter of men, called 
a facrifice of the Lord,. becaufe by his order and 
direction, and for the honour of his juftice, and 
being acceptable to him ; and perhaps there may 
be an allufion to the blood and facrifices being the 
Lord’s ; this flaughter and facrifice is called the 
fupper. of the great God, Rev. xix. 17.» 

y¥. 7. And the unicorns foall come down with them, 
&c.] With the lambs, goats, and rams; that is, 
either the .Rhinocerotes, as fome, there being no 


fuch creature as the unicorn ; or the Buffaloes, as” 


others; thefe /hall fall, as the Septuagint, Syriac, 
and Arabic verfions render it, they fhall be flain, 
as well as the reft; meaning, that along with the 
common foldiers, and inferior officers, the general 
officers fhould fall); and fo the Targum, “* and the 
‘¢ mighty fhall be flain with them.” 2. dbrabam 
Seba fays*, he read in a certain book, that the 
word here fhould not be read [59985 wnicorns, but 
moi the Romans fhall come down, &c. and the 
bullocks with the bulls; or as the Targum, “ and 
“© the rulers with the princes ;” the fame with the 
kings, captains, and mighty men in Rev. xix. 18: 
and their land fhall be foaked with blood, and their 
duft made fat with fatnefs; or, their land fhall be 
inebriated °, or made drunk with blood; and the 
duft thereof thickened by it, and made clods of 
with it, as the parched earth is watered with a plen- 
tif fhower, and the duft laid with it: this is a 
juft retaliation to the whore of Rome, who has 
been made drunk with the blood of the faints, and 
now blood fhall be given her to drink, even her 
own, with which fhe fhall be filled, and welter, 
and wallow in the clodders of it, Rev. xvii. 6. and 
xvi. 6. 

¥.8. For it.is the day. of the Lord’s vengeance, 
&c.] ‘The time which he has appointed to take 
vengeance on antichrift, his one thoufand two hun- 
dred andi fixty days, or years, being up, in which 
he is to reign; thefe being expired, the time is 
come for the Lord to avenge the blood of his 
faints ; fee Rev. xviii. 20. and xix. 2: and the year 
of recompences for the controverfy of Zion ; the church 
of God, which has been for many ages abufed and 
injured by the antichriftian powers, for which the 
Lord will have a controverfy with them ; he will 
appear in favour of his people, and plead the caufe 
of Zion, and recompenfe their enemies for all the 
injuries they have done them ; then they that have 
led into captivity, fhall go into captivity, and they 
that have killed with the fword, fhall be killed 
with it, Rev. xiii. 10. this will be a time of double 
recompence ; and therefore perhaps the word is 
ufed in the plural number ; it will be the time of 
rewarding. antichrift, as he has rewarded others’; 
and it will be the time of the dead, that they fhall 
be judged, and rewards given to God’s fervants 
the prophets, Rev. xviii. 6. and xi. 18. The Tar- 
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gum is, ** the year of recompence, to takerven= 
“* geance of judgment for the injury of Ziom.?94 
¥.9. And the fireams thereof fall be turned inte 
pitch, 8c.| The Septuagint render it, the vallies > 
the word fignifying both rivers and vallies,; moft 
render it rivers or ftreams. The Targum is ex= 
prefs, ‘* the rivers of Rome thall be turned into 
** pitch ;” by which may be meant, the maritime 
places belonging to the Romifh jurifdiétion, the 
fame on which the third vial. will be poured, by 
which the rivers and fountains of waters will be~ 
come blood; and which refers to this very time) 
when blood fhall be given to the whore of Reme 
to drink, Rev. xvi. 4,5, 6.° The allufion in this 
and fome following claufes, is to the deftru@tion 
of Sodom and Gomorrba; fee Fer. xlix. 17,187 and 
the duft. thereof into brimftone , and fo eafily take 
fire: and the land thereof fall become burning pitch 5 
plainly pointing to the deftruction of Rome by fire, 
Rev. xvii. 16, and xviii. 8. 
¥..10. It foall not be quenched night nor day, 8.4 
It will be long burning, and fhall not be extin- 
guifhed, until it is utterly confumed. The burn- 
ing of Rome will continue long, efpecially the fmoke 
of it; the kings of the earth, and others, are re- 
prefented as ftanding and looking at it, and la~ 
menting for it, Rev. xviii. 9, 18 : the fimoke thereof 
foall go up for ever; this very phrafe is what will 
be ufed by the faints, in their allelujabs, at the 
burning of Rome, Rev. xix. 3. with which com- 
pare Rev. xiv. 11: from generation to generation it 
foall lie wafte ; the land fhall be no more manured 
and cultivated, nor the city rebuilt; when Badbylox 
is once fallen, it {hall never be raifed up again, 
but always remain defolate, Rev, xviii. 2, 21 : one 
foall pafs thro’ it for ever and ever; no inhabitant 
in it, nor traveller thro’ it; it will be fo horrible: 
and terrible,’ as none will care to dwell there, yea) 
not fo much as to travel thro’ it; fee Fer. xlix. 18. 
y. 11. But the cormorant and the bittern hall pof- 
Jefs it, 8c.) The word for cormorant is rendered 
a pelican in Pf. ci. 6. they were both unclean fowls, 
according to the law, of which fee Lev. xi. 17, 18. 
and the note on ch. xiv. 23: the owl alfo and the 
raven foall dwell in it; which were likewife un- 
clean creatures; and thefe, with the former, and 
other creatures after-mentioned, delight to dwell in 
defolate and ruinous places; and fo Babylon or Rome 
being deftroyed, will become a cage of every un- 
clean and hateful bird, Rev. xviii. 2: and be fhall 
Jtretch out upon it the line of confufion, and the fiones 
of emptine/s ; be, that is, God, as Kimebi inter 
it; the allufion is to builders, that make ufe of the 
line and plummet, as to build, fo to pull down, 
that they may know what is to be pulled down, 
and how far they are to go; fee 2 Kings xxi. 13. © 
and hereby it is fignified, that as the deftruétion 
fhould be entire, nothing fhould be left but con- 
fufion and emptinefs ; and all fhould become Tobe 
and Bobu, which are the words ufed here; and are 
the fame that are ufed to exprefs the confufed chaos, 
the unformed and empty earth, Gey. i. 2. fo li 
wife that it fhould be by line and leve' 
and meafure; or according to the rules” 
and equity. ‘ * ai 
¥. 12. They foali cail the nobles thereo 
kingdom, but none thall be there, &c.] Ther 
call them to take upon them the kingdom and 
government, and there fhall be none to do it, or 
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that will care to do it; or rather there Will: be no 


kingdom to take unto them. ‘The words may be 


rendered either, as for the nobles thereof, not there 


a@ kingdom fhall they be called”, or, the nobles frail 
call; or, they foall call the nobles, and there shall be 
no kingdom*; the kingdom of the beaft, as it is 
called, Rev. xvi. 10. fhall be no more ; and tho’ 
the cardinals, who are like to nobles, may call 
for it, and expect it, or be'called to it, yet to no 
purpofe; this kingdom will not only be full of 
darknefs, but utterly deftroyed : and all her princes 
foall be nothing ; fhall come to nothing ; the above- 
mentioned cardinals, who are clothed, and live like 
princes, thefe fhall be no more ; the fame with the 
merchants of the earth, which like the merchants 
of Tyre are princes, Rev. xviii. 3, 11. Jf. xxiii. 8. 
_ ¥.13- And thorns fhall come up in her palaces, 
&c.]. Where their kings and princes dwelt, and 
kept their courts, popes and cardinals ; here will 
be the tokens of God’s curfe, as thorns are, thefe 
being the people of his curfe, as in ¥..5 : nettles 
and. brambles in the fortrefes thereof, alluding to 
Bozrab, which fignifies a fortrefs ; referring to the 
towers and fortifications of the city of Rome, and 
all other fortified cities within its jurifdiction : and 
3t foal. be an habitation of dragons ; literally, as it 
figuratively had been the feat of the old dragon, 
the devil, and of the beaft to whom the dragon 
gave his power, feat, and authority; and who, 
tho’ he looked. like a lamb, fpoke like a dragon, 
Rev. xii. 3. and xii. 2; 11: and 2 court for owls; 
or, daughiers of the owl, or oftriches, as tome ren- 
der it. 9 

y¥.14. The wild beafis of the defert foall alfo meet 
with the wild beajfts of the iflands, &c.] In Rome, 
and take up their abode there; of thefe creatures, 
the firft. of which the Zargum renders monftrous 
ones, and the latter wild cats, fee the note on 
eh. xiii. 22: aad the fatyr fhall cry to his fellow ; 
or, the airy one"; from which word the goat 
has its name; and thefe creatures are defcribed by 
the antients as half goats and half men; of which 
fee the note on ch. xiii. 21. The Targum renders 
it, demons; and with this well agrees the account 
of Babylon or Rome as fallen, that it fhall be the 
habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul 
fpirit, Rev. xviii. 2: the fcreech-owl alfo fhall reft 
_ there, and find for berfelf a place of reft ; there being 
no inhabitants to difturb her. By the name Lilith, 
it appears to be a night-bird, which flies, and is 
heard in the night. The Jews call a fhe-demon 
by this name, which, they fay’, has an human 
face, and has wings, and deftroys children as foon 
as born; and therefore the Yews, efpecially in Ger- 
many, write upon the four corners of the bed of a 


lying-in-woman, dam, Eve, out Lilith’; the fame 


with the Lamia of the Romans; and fo the Vulgate 
Latin here renders it. 

. ¥. 15. There foail the great owl make her neft, 
&c.] Farchi, Kimchi, and Ben Melech fay, that 
Kippoz here is the fame with Kippod, rendered bit- 
tern in ¥.11. but Aben Ezra takes them to be 
two different birds; it is hard to fay what is de- 
figned by it. Bochart thinks that one kind of 
ferpent is here meant, fo called from its leaping 
up, and which may be faid to make nefts,. lay 
eggs, and hatch them, as follows: and lay, and 


hatch, aud gather under her fhadow; lay its eggs, 
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fit upon thém, and hatch them; ot dreak them *; 
that is, the egos, by fitting on them, when 
the young ones fpring out of them; and then 
being hatched, and running about, gather them 
under their wing, efpecially when in any danger: 
there foall the vultures alfo be gathered, every one 
with ber mate, which creatures ufually gather to- 
gether where dead carcafes lie. 
¥. 16. Seek ye out of the book of the Lord, and 
read, &c.] Fofeph Kimchi interprets this of the book 
of the law of Mofzs; which being confulted, it 
will appear that punifhment was threatened to be 
inflicted on the enemies of God’s people, particu- 
larly the Edomites. arcbi thinks the book of Ge- 
nefis is intended; in which we may read, how every 
creature with its mate, at the time of the flood, 
was gathered to Noah inthe ark. ben Ezra fup- 
pofes the book of God’s decrees is meant; in 
which, could it be feen, might be. réad all the 
particulars of this prophecy. But it feems beft to 
underftand it of this book of the prophecy of J/aiah; 
which being fought to, and read at the time when 
thefe predictions will be fulfilled, it will be eafily 
feen, by comparing events with prophecies, how 
every thing will be exactly accomplifhed; from 
whence may be concluded, this book being called 
the book of the Lord, that it was written by di- 
vine infpiration, as all other parts of the bible are ; 
which is a recommendation of them, and is a rea- 
fon why they fhould be conftantly applied unto, and 
diligently read. -It may deferve fome confidera- 
tion, whether the book of the Revelation may not 
be defigned ; which, at the deftruction of Babylon 
or Rome, will be proper to be looked into afrefh, 
to fee the agreement between the prophecies in it, 
and the then ftate of things refpecting it, when it 
will be an habitation of devils and unclean birds: 
not one of thefe foall fail, not one of thefe beafts 
or birds before-mentioned, fhall be wanting here, 
or be deprived of its prey: none shall want ber 
mate; the fatyr, or vulture, or any other, which 
will engage their continuance, and by which means 
there will be a frefh brood of them in fucceffion for 
after ages: for my mouth, it bath commanded them; 
thefe beafts and birds, to afflemble in the above- 
mentioned place: and bis Spirit, it hath gathered 
them; the Spirit of the mouth of the Lord, his 
power, and his providence; as he gathered all 
creatures to Adam, to give them names ; and: to 
Noah, to be preferved with him in the ark ; fo, 
by a fecret inftinct, will he gather together thefe 
creatures, to inhabit the defolate places of Edom or 
Rome. The Targum is, “ for by his word they 
‘¢ fhall be gathered, and by his will they fhall draw 
“© near.” So Ben Melech interprets it of his will 
and pleafure. _ 
¥.17. And he hath caft the lot for them, &c.] 
The Targum adds, ‘‘ by his word :” and his hand 
hath divided it unto them by line; the fame adds, 
*¢ by his will.” The allufion is to the dividing of 
the land of Canaan by lot and line, to the children 
of I/rael, for their inheritance and poffeffion; and 
in like manner it is fuggefted, fhall Rome and its 
territories be diftributed to thofe wild beafts and 
birds of prey, and every one fhall know and take 
its proper place and portion: ‘hey /hall poffefs it 
for ever; as their inheritance, allotted and appoint- 
ed to them: from generation to generation fhall they 
dwelt 
4 Ingenuos ejus 
F=yyy pilofus, a \yyy capillus. * T. Bab. 
8 PPI’ & fcindet, Pagninus, Montanus a 
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dwell therein , fee.the note on y. 10. where Farchi, 
out of the Dera/h, has this note, ‘‘ this is the curfe 
<< of Mojfes; the war of the Lord pint Amalek, 
*< from generation to generation ; from the gene- 


CHAP. XXXV. 


*T SHIS chapter is a prediction of the glory and 
“BL flourithing eftate of the gofpel-church, and 
of the bleffings received by it from Chrift. — Its 
flourifhing ftate is expreffed by the fruitfulnefs of 
the defert, being made like to Lebanon, Carmel, 
and Sharon; and by the inhabitants of it feeing the 
glory and excellency of Chrift, y. 1,2. the mini- 
{ters of the word are direéted and exhorted to 
ftrengthen the weak, and comfort the feeble-mind- 
ed, by affuring them of the coming of Chrift to 
fave them, ¥. 3, 4. when miracles, both in na- 
‘ture and grace, fhould. be wrought ; and great al- 
terations fhould be made in the wildernefs, by the 
power of God, ¥. 5, 6, 7. when a way fhould be 
caft up, defcribed; and the perfons that fhould 
walk in it are pointed at; and the end it fhould 
bring them to, everlafting joy and happinefs, y. 
8, 9, 10. 


¥. 1. Lhe wildernefs, and the folitary places, fball 
be glad for them, &c.} Either for the wild beafts, 
fatyrs, owls, and vultures, that fhall inhabit Edom 
or Rome, and becaufe it’fhall be an habitation for 
them: or they fhall be glad for them, the Edo- 
mites, and for the deftruétion of them ; that is, as 
the Zargum paraphrafes it, ‘* they that dwell in the 
“¢ wildernefs, in the dry land, fhall rejoice ;” the 
church, in the wildernefs, being obliged to fly 
there from the perfecution of antichrift, and there- 
by become defolate as a wildernefs;. and fo called, 
in allufion to the J/raelites in the wildernefs, és 
vii. 38. fhall now rejoice at the ruin of Rome, and 
the antichriftian ftates, by which means it fhall 
come into a more flourifhing condition ; fee Rev. 
Xli. 14. and xviii. 20. and xix.-1, 2: and the de- 
fert fhall rejoice, and bloffom like the rofe.; or as the 
— Lily, as the Septuagint, Vulgate Latin, and Arabic 
verfions ; and fo the Zargum, *‘* as the lilies :” 
not Judea or Ferufalem, as the Fewifh writers, be- 
come like a defert, thro’ the devaftations made in 
it by the. king of Afyria’s army ; and now made 
glad, and become. flourifhing, upon the departure 
of it from them: rather the Gentile world, which 
was like a wildernefs, barren and unfruitful, be- 
fore the gofpel came into it; but by means of 
that, which brought joy with it, and was attended 
with fragrancy, it diffufing the favour of the know- 
ledge of Chrift in every place; it became fruitful 
and flourifhing, and of a fweet odour, and looked 
delightful and pleafant : tho’ it feems beft to un- 
derftand it of the Gentile church in the latter day, 
after the deftruction of antichrift, when it fhall 
be ina moft defirable and comfortable fituation. 
Thefe words f{tand in connexion with the preceding 
chapter, and very aptly follow upon it. 

¥. 2. It fhall blofom abundantly, and rejoice even 
with joy and finging, &c.| A redundancy of words, 
to exprefs the very flourifhing eftate of the church, 
and the great joy there fhall be on that occafion, 
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church of God, which had been in a defolate con 
dition, fhould abound with choice and excellent 
chriftians, comparable to the cedars of Lebanon, 
Jarchi interprets it of the fanctuary or ‘temple 5 
which may be fo called, becaufe built of the wood 
of Lebanon. This was an emblem and type of the 
gofpel-church ; and the glory of it lay not only in 
its outward form and building, but in thofe thin 
which were in the holy places of it, efpecially the 
moft holy, which were all typical of fpiritual things: 
in gofpel-times; fo that all the glory of the Fewi/> 
church-ftate and temple, is brought into the Gen- 
tile church, into the chriftian or gofpel-church- 
{tate ; and which will ftill more appear in the lat- 
ter day, when the temple of God will be opened 
in heaven, and. the ark of the teftament; fee Rev. 
xi. 19: the excellency of Carmel and Sharon, two 
places in the land of Fudee, famous for fruitfulnefs 
and pafturage ; and {fo denote the very great fruit- 
fulnefs of the gofpel-church ; the word and ordi- 
nances of which are as green paftures for the fheep 
of Chrift to feed upon, and by which they become 
fat and flourifhing: they fhall fee the glory of our 
Lord, and the excellency of our God, the Targum 
introduces this claufe thus, ** the houfe of J/rael, 
‘“< to whom thefe things are faid, they fhall fee, 
“ &e.” but not Jrae/ in a literal fenfe is here 
meant, but the Gentile church, formerly in the wil- 
dernefs; or however, converted’ perfons, be they 
Fews or Gentiles, in the latter day, who fhall fee’ 
the glory of divine power, in the deftruction of 
their enemies ; and the excellency and beauty of 
divine grace, in the bleffings of it beftowed upon 
them ; they fhall fee the glory of the Lord, which 
fhall then be rifen upon them, J/ Ix. 1, 2. the 
Lord our God is the Lord Jeius Chrift, who 
is Lord and God; the glory and excellency of 
whofe perfon and offices, and of his righteoufnefs 
and falvation, is feen in the gofpel, by thofe whofe 
eyes are enlightened by the Spirit of God; ‘and 
will be- more clearly difcerned, when there will be 
a greater effufion of the Spirit, as a Spirit of wif= 
dom and revelation in the knowledge of him; and 
to this fight of the glory and excellency of Chrift, 
the joy and fruitfulnefs of the church will be greatly 
owing. The Septuagint and Arabic verfions render 
it, my people fhall fee, 8c. en 
¥. 3. Strengthen ye the weak hands, &c.|) Thefe 
are the words of the prophet, as the Targum, 
“* the prophet faid, ftrengthen the weak hands ;”” 
or rather of God, by the prophet, to the converted 
Gentiles, to thofe who faw the glory of the Lord; 
particularly to the minifters of the gofpel, who 
have to do with weak and feeble perfons, “who: an 
{carcely lift up their hands, or ftand upon their 
legs, under a fenfe of fin, in a view of wrath, a 
immediate ruin and deftru@tion, ready to fink and 
faint, becaufe of their enemies, or thro” want : 
food; and their bufinefs is to comfort and ftreng 


as well as. becaufe of the deftruction.of their ene-|them, by preaching the gofpel, and inting out _ 
2 eae 


mies, and deliverance from them: the glory of 
Lebanon fhall be given unto it; a mountain in Fu- 
dea, famous for its choice and tall. cedars, which 
were the glory of it; fignifying hereby, that the 


the promifes of it to them: and the feeble” 
knees ; that fo they may keep their ground again, 
their enemies; fhake off their fears and trembli 
go on their way courageoufly and rejoicing 5 rv 
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and not be weary ; walk, and not fait: Lands and 
knees are mentioned particularly, becaufe a man’s 
ftrength lies greatly in them 5 and his weaknefs is 
feen, by the languor and trembling of them. 

¥. 4. Say to them that are of a fearful heart, &cc.] 
‘Or, bafly of heart * , are at once for flying from 
‘the enemy; 4a/fy in drawing black conclufions 
upon themfelves and their ftate ; inconfiderate of 
‘the promifes made unto them; ready to doubt of, 
and call in queftion, the performance of the above 
things, refpecting the fruitful and flourifhing eftate 
of the church : wherefore it mutt be faid to. them, 
be ftrong, fear not ; be ftrong in faith, fear not the 
enemy, nor doubt of the fulfilment of divine pro- 
mifes, relating to their ruin and your fafety : de- 
hold, your God will come with vengeance; Chritt, 
who is God in our nature, God manifeft in the 
fiefh, and who came by the aflumption of human 
nature ; and when he firft came, he came with 
vengeance, and took vengeance on fatan and his 
works ; on him, and his principalities, and powers, 
whom he {poiled and deftroyed, as well as. made 
an end of fin, and abolifhed death ; fee Jf Ixi. 2. 
and Ixiit. 4. fo likewife he came in his kingdom and 
power, and took vengeance on the Fews/h. nation, 
tor their difbelief and rejeCtion of him ; and which 
time is exprefsly called the days of vengeance, Luke 
xxi. 22. and at the time of his fpiritual coming, he 
will deftroy antichrift with the brightnefs of it, and 
avenge the blood of his fervants, Rev. xviii. 20. 
and xix. 2. and at his perfonal coming; he will 
take vengeance on them that know not God, and 
obey not his gofpel, 2 Leff. i. 8. and the words 
are fo exprefied, as to take in the feveral times of 
his coming: and fince he has already come, and 
taken vengeance in fome inftances, this may ferve 
fo encourage, and perhaps the defign of it is to 
encourage the faith of God’s. people, with refpect 
to his future coming, and the end and iffue of it: 
even God with a recompence 5 or, the God of recom- 
pence*; and fo the Targum, :** the Lord of recom- 
«< pences ;”? both to the wicked, a juft recompence 
of reward or punifhment for their fins, it being juft 
with him to recompenfe tribulation to them that 
trouble his people ; and to the faints; the time of 
his fpiritual reign being the time, as to.deftroy them 
that deftroy the earth, fo to give a reward to his 

-fervants the prophets, and to the faints, and to 
them that fear his name,. Rev. xi. .18:he will 
come and fave you , the end of his firft. coming was 
to fave his people from fin, the curfe and con- 
demnation of the law, from hell, wrath, ruin, and 
deftruétion ; and the end of his fpiritual coming, 
at the latter day, will be to fave his people from 
their antichriftian enemies, from idolatry, fupertti- 
tion, and flavery. 

y. 5. Then the eyes of the blind fhall be opened, 
&c.] Which was literally fulfilled in the firft com- 
ing of Chrift, Mast..ix.27, and xiiv 22. and xx. 
30. Fobn ix. 1, 30. and {piritually, both among 


nefg of all that is good, and their impotency to do 
any thing that is {piricual, their want of righteouf- 
neis; their need of Chrift, and the fulnefs and fuitas 
blenefs of him as a Saviour; and to have fome light 
into the truths of the gofpel, and a glimpfe of 
heaven and eternal glory: and this will {till have 
a greater accomplifhment in the latter day; when 
the blind Fews are converted, and the fulnefs of 
the Gentiles brought in: and the ears of the deaf 
joall be unftopped , which was literally true of fome, 
when Chrift came in the flefh, Ma/t. xi: 5. Mark 
vii. 32, 35. and fpiritually of many, who had not 
ears to hear in a {piritual fenfe ; ftopped-what ¢ars 
they had, to the charming’ voice of the gofpel ; 
and tho’ they might externally hear, did not un- 
derftand it: yet thefe having ears given them to hear, 
and their ears and hearts opened by the Spirit: of 
God, heard the gofpel fpiritually, profitably, plea- 
fantly,-comfortably, and with wonder and aftonifh- 
ment ;-and a multitude of fuich inftances therewill be 
in the latter day-glory, ‘ferchi interprets it of fuch 
who were blind as to the knowledge of the fear of 
God, and deaf to the voice of the prophets. 
¥. 6. Then foall the lame man leap as an bart, 

&c.]-As the lame man: did healed by Peter, fs 
iii. 1; 8, there were many inftances of fuch pet 
fons cured by Chrift, when here on earth, AZa/t. 
XV. 30, 31. and xxi. 14. Fobu v. 7, 8, 9. and in 
a fpiritual fenfe this was verified im many, who 
were impotent to that which is goods had neither 
will nor power to go to Chrift for life and faivas 
tion, nor to walk by faith in him, nor to wall in 
his ways; who yet, by the mighty power of the 
Spirit and grace of God, became able\and willing 
to go to him, and venture their fouls on him, 
walked ‘on in him, as they had received him; and 
not only walked in his ways, but ran in the ways 
of his commandments, and leaped for joy for what 
they faw and heard of him, and receivedfront him ; 
and) innumerable sill be! the inftances.of fuclt 
mighty prace, at the fpiritual coming and reign 
of Chrift:: and: the\tongue of the dumb fhall fing 3 
this had its accomplifhment, ina literal feniey at 
the firlt.coming of Chrift, Matt. ix. 32) 33.:.and: 
xii, 22. and xv. 30; 31) and in a fpiritual fenfe 
in many, who betore:‘had nothing to fay to God 
in prayer, nor in praife nothing to fay of Chriit, 
or tor him; or Of the bleffed Spirit, and his divine: 
operations; but now, by divine: grace; are made! 
to. fpeak unto God, both in\a petitionary. way, and> 
in. a way of thankfulnefs ; and of Clirift, and of 
the blefléd Spirit ;-arid: of the preat things each -+have! 
‘done for them; and: evento fing for joy, becaufe: 
of the wondrous bleffings of grace they were made 
partakers. of ;)and! many more fuch there wilh bé, 
in the latter day; when ithe Spirit is poured dowm 
from on, high. Kirche interprets! alb this of the 
Tiraelites,. who wete, in captivity :asbhnd, deafy 
lame, and dumb; So the Jargum-of this and the 
preceding verfe, ‘* then thall the eyes of the houfe 
Jews and Gevtiles ; efpecially the latter, under the | ‘‘.of. Z/jrael be opened; who were as blind men: as! 
miniftry of the apoftles, when thofe, who were} <‘.to the law; and the ears of them that are as. 
blind as to fpiritual things, had no knowledge of'}‘‘:deaf men, to attetid: to the words of the: pro~) 
God in Chrift; nor of the way of falvation by him; |!*‘ phets.fhall hear; then-when they fliall: fee. the! 
nor of the plague of their own hearts; nor of the | “¢ captives of Jrdel gathered to go up to their own: 
work of the Spirit of God upon the foul; nor of |'*¢ land, as the fwift -harts, and not tarry, Se.” but: 
the truths of the gofpel ; thro’ the power ef divine} it may be better applied to their prefent ftate, and 
grace, iad the eyes of their underftariding opened, 

9 as-to fee their finfulneds and vilenefs; ‘their e:ripti-- 


to their cafe whenthey fhall be turned to the Lord: 

‘in-the-latter day: for in the wildernefs foall waters 
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Break out, and\ fireams-in the deferts not literally, i 
but ‘myftically 5 "and: may bé*underftood both ‘of 
the ‘dottrines of the gofpel breaking out in the'mi- 


niftry’of them, in fuch places’ as ‘were like -unto 
the'wildeimefs and’ defert, quite barren, and ‘defti- 
tute of the ‘knowledge, grace, and-fear of God ; 
fee: Yoel iii. 18.’ Zerb. xiv. 8.-and of the abundance 
of! grace, “and the efficacy of it, making the word 
effe@tual to the converfion and fruitfulnefs of mul- 
‘titudes\of fouls, bringing along with it a'vaft va- 
riety of fpititual bleffings ; fee ‘Fobn vii. 37, 38. 
to both which, the one as the: means, and the 
other as the caufé, all the above wonderful things 
are owing. 

“\y.7, And the parched ground foall become a pool, 
and the thirfly land fprings of water, &c.| “Such 


perfons who have been like the parched earth, bar-_ 


ren and unfruitful, or like the earth feorched with 
the fun, filled with a fenfe of divine wrath, and 


thirfting, like the dry earth, after the grace of 


God, Chrift and his righteoufnefs, fhall be com- 
forted and refrefhed, and filled with the grace of 
God: or fuch who have-been feorched and parched 
with the heat of perfecution, from the antichriftian 
party, and have been’ thirfting after deliverance 
trom it, fhall now enjoy peace and profperity : iz 
the habitation of dragons, where each lay, in king- 
doms, cities, ‘and towns, inhabited by men, com- 
parable to dragons for their poifon and cruelty ; 
where the great red dragon fatan had his feat, and 
the pagan emperors, and papal powers, who have 
exercifed the authority, power, and ‘cruelty of the 
dragon, dwell ; fee Rev. xii, 3, 4, 9, 15, 17. and 
Kili. 2, 11, 12: fhall be gra/s, with reeds and rufhes, 
perfons fhall {pring up, partakers of the grace of 
God, who for their number, and flourifhing eftate, 
fhall be like the green grafs; and others, ftil! more 
eminent for their gifts and ufefulnefs, like reeds or 
canes, and rufhes ; fee J/ xliv. 3. Rev. ix. 4, 

¥. 8. And an high way fhall be there, and a way, 


&c.] Not two ways, but one; the way fhall be 


an high way, a way caft up, raifed, and elevated’: 
this is to be underftood principally of Chrift, the 
only way of life and falvation; and of the lefér 
paths of duty and ordinances and the meaning 
is, that in thofe defert places, where Chrift and. 
his gofpel had’not been preached, at leaft for many 
ages, here he fhould be made known, as the way, 
the truth, and the life; his gofpel preached, and 
his ordinances adminiftered; and multitudes, both 
of Fews and Gentiles, fhould be direéted and en- 
abled to walk’ here. Chrift is an high way to 
both ; a way caft up by fovereign grace, which is 
raifed above the mire and dirt of fin, and carries 
over it, and from it; a way vifible and manifeft, 


clearly pointed to, and defcribed in the everlafting 


gofpel ; it is the king’s high way, the high way 
of the King of kings, which he -has ordered and 
appointed, and is common to all his fubjects, high 
and low, rich and poor, ftronger or weaker be- 
fievers, all may walk: in this way it is an old 
beaten path, which faints in all ages, from the be- 
ginning of the world, have* walked in; it is the 
good old way, the more excellent, the moft excel- 
lent one ; ‘all obftructions and impediments are re- 
moved, caft in’ by: fin, fatan, the law, andthe 


world; nor is any one to be {topped and molefted | 
in this way, and all.in it) fhall’ come ‘fafe to their 


journey’s end: and it fhall'be\called'the way of boli 


nefss or, an boly way * 3 Chrift is perfectly holy in 
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nature and life; and: the! helinefs’ of both ‘is! it 
puted’ to thofe’ that are in this way ;/ all “in 
‘way ‘are fanified by the Spirit and grace of Gods 
this ways leads to perfect holinefs “in heaven and 
none but holy perfons walk heré: falvation by Chrift 
no ways difcourages the practice of holinefsj butis 
the greateft motive and incentive to it, Chriftleads 
his people in paths of righteoufnefs, in the 'p 
of truth, of ordinances, and of worfhip, public 
and private, all which are holy 5 and if i 
of gofpel-converfation ‘and godlinef$ + this"way is 
fo holy, that rhe unclean fhall not pafs over ital 
men are unclean by nature ; fome are cleanfed by 
the grace of God and blood of Chrift; ‘and 'th 
as fanétified, they are not free from’ fin, and the 
pollution of it, ‘yet as juftified, they are the wnde 
fled in the way; and none but fuch’ can pafs Over, 
or pafs through this way to heaven, Rew, xxi. Pye 
but it fhall be for thofe ; for holy men, not'for the 
unclean ; for [/rael only, as Kimchi, for fuch who 
are IDjraelites indeed ;' for thofe who are before+ 
mentioned, ¥. 5, 6. as Farchi; itis for thofe to 
walk in, who have been blind, but'now fee, ‘and 
thefe are led in a way that they knew not before + 
for the deaf, who now hear the voice behind them, 
faying, this is the way; for the lame man; that 
leaps like a hart, to walk and run in; for ‘the 
dumb, now made to fing, and go on in it rejoicing’; 
it is for the redeemed to walk in, as in the follow 
ing verfe. This claufe may be rendered, and he 
fhall be with them*, that is, God fhall’ be with 
them; they fhall have his company arid gracious 
prefence in the way; he will be with them,’ to 
guide and direct they, to fupply all their wants, 
and furnifh them with every thing convenient’ for 
them; to fupport and ftrenethen them; on whom 
they may lean and ftay themfelvées ; to guard’and 
protect them from all their enemies; and being with 
them,’ they’ fhall not mifs their way, or-fail of 
coming to the end. Hence ‘it follows, 7hée way- 
faring men; tho fools, foal not err therein $\ or tra- 
vellers; fuch the ‘faints are, they are ftrangers, 
pilgrims, and fojourners here; they have’ no*con+ 
tinuance here’; they are’ like wayfaring ‘men, ‘that 
abide but for a night; they are bound for another 
country, 2 better, even an ‘heavenly one, and at 
laft fhall arrive thither: now thefe, tho’ they. have 
been fools in their unregenerate’ ftate, with refpect 
to fpiritual things; or tho’ they may not have that 
fharpnefs of wit, and quicknefs of natural parts, as 
fome men have; and tho’ they may not'have that 
clear and diftinct knowledge’ of gofpel-truths’ ‘as 
others, at leaft of fome of them, yet fhall not érr 
as to thé way of falvation ; and tho” they may-err 
or miftake in fome things, yet not in the main, 
not fundamentally, nor finally ; thé way of falva- 
tion by Chrift is fo plain a way, that he thar has 
any fpiritual underftanding of it fhall not err 
3p «ta ers s ; 
¥. 9. No lion foall be there, &c.] That is, in 
the way before decribed; no wicked perfons, com- 
parable to lions for theit favage and ¢ uel difpofi- 
tions towards the people of Gods for thofe > 
have been as fuch,’ as Saul before’ convers 
when brought ‘into this way, become’ 
Jambs. ©The Targum interprets ‘it of ty 
‘kings and princes, ‘* there’ fhail’not be: there a 
king doing evil, nor an hiro vernor ; 
‘and Farchi applies it to Nebuchadnezzar, as in Fer— 
‘iv. 7. and the fenfe may be, that when this way 
dpc rue cd ot Stitt” TSAT RG oe thal 
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fhall. be|anore, known,on, earth, injthe,latter day, | which, oil,.of. gladnefs.is. poured. upon them, and 
there; will be no,perfecutor,ef the church and peo- | diffufed all over them, like the ointment on daron’s 
pleof ;God.: or elfe fatan, the roaring lion, is here | head ; and. this is everla/ting ;. not as.to the, exercife 
meant, who has no,part nor Jot in this way of fal- | of it, which,is,often interrupted by fin, temptation, 
wation; and all that,are in it are out of his reach.; | and defertion; but asto the ground and foundation 
and tho’ he may difturb,in the paths of duty and] of it, the everlatting love of..God, the everlafting 
ordinances, yet he can_never deitroy thofe who are | covenant of his grace, and the everlafting righte- 
inChiift the ways,sor any ravenous beast foall go| oufnefs and falvation by Chritt;.,and.as.to the: prin- 
up-thereon wpon.the high way ; the fame may be | ciple and habit of it, which can never be loft, nor 
intended as before: it foall not be found there;| any man take it away; they hall obtain joy. and 
walking, ravaging, and deftroying: but the re-| gladne/s; by having the prefence of God, and com- 
deemed foell walk there; without tear, as Kimchi | munion with him; thro’ his love being fhed abroad 
adds, fince no.lion, or any beaft of prey, fhall be | in their shearts,;, by being favoured with views of 
found upon it: the, redeemed are the redeemed of | Chrift, and intereft in him,. and with the gracious 
the Lord, and by him, and, are peculiarly his, | influences of the bleffed Spirit : and forrow : and 
being bought with his precious blood, redeemed | /ghing shall flee away ;.which before attended them, 
from among men, and unto God, and from fin, | thro’ convictions of fin, .but, now removed by the 
the, lai, its curfe,, and condemnation ; thefe /ball | difcoveries and applications of pardoning grace and 
avalk.in the wayof life and falvation by Chrift, in | mercy ; or what was occafioned by want of the 
confequence of their being redeemed; which fup- | divine prefence, now enjoyed; being come to.Zion, 
poles iife, ttrength, and wifdom, which are given | they are made joyful in the houfe of prayer, and 
them, and a proficiency or going forward: they | are fatisfied with the marrow, and fatnels of gofpel- 
JLall walls, here; tho’ they have been, blind, their | ordinances; and continually hear the joyful found 
eyes fhall be opened to fee this way; and tho’ | of the gofpel itfelf: all this may.be applied to the 
weak, they fhall have ftrength to walk in it; and | ftate of the faints in heaven; for the high-way 
tho’ foolifh, they fhall have wifdom to guide their | before defcribed not-only leads to Zioz the.church 
feet with difcretion; and tho’ they may. ftumble]| below; but to. the Zion above, to. the heavenly 
and fall, they fhall rife again, and fhall keep on} glory ;, and all the redeemed, all that walk in this 
walking to the end. way, fhall come thither; at death their fouls re- 
¥.10. And the ranfomed of the Lord fhall return, \ turn to,God that gave them, and.are in immediate 
&c.] The fame with the redeemed in y¥. 9. thefe | happinefs with Chrift ; and in the refurrection fhall 
foall return, or be converted, as the Vulgate Latin} return from their dufty beds, and fhall appear be- 
verfion; they are in the fame ftate and condition | fore God in Zion above, and with fongs to Father, 
with other men by nature, but by virtue of their} Son, and Spirit, for what.each have done for them, 
being ranfomed by Chrift, they are by the grace | in election, redemption, and converfion ; and for 
of God turned from darknefs to light, from the] perfevering grace, and for being fafely brought 
power of fatan unto God ; they are returned from | over Yordan’s river, and from the grave; fee 1 Cor, 
the paths in which they had been ftraying to Chrift, | xv. 54—57. they fhall then enter into joy; which 
the fhepherd and bifhop of fouls, in order to walk | will never end; there will be nothing to interrupt 
in his ways: ead come to Zion with fongs , being } it to all eternity; it will be everlafting joy indeed 5 
called, by grace, and. converted, they turn their | and this will be upon their beads, vifible and mani- 
backs on the world, and the men. of it, and afk | feft, and be upon them as a crown of life, righte- 
the way to. Zion, with their faces thitherwards, even | oufnefs, and glory, that fhall never fade away ; 
to the church of God; and they find their way, | they fhall then obtain joy and-gladne/fs, in all the 
being: dire€ted and brought there by the Lord him- | fulnefs thereof, their joy in the Lord will be com- 
felf;.where they, come. readily and, willingly, not} plete; which thefe feveral words and phrafes ufed 
only to hear the gotpel, but to, fubmit toyall.ordi- | are expreflive of ; and then there will be no more 
nances, and become members. of a gofpel-church; | /orrow, and fighing, for there will be. no more fin 
~ fee Heb, xii, 22. and hither they come, with songs, | and unbelief,.or any other, corruption of nature ; 
for electing, redeeming, calling, juftifying and par- | no more darknefs and defertion ;. no more of any 
doning grace; eyery, one of which bleffings requires | of fatan’s temptations ; no more diftreffes, inward 
a fong, and with which they are now affected, feeing | or outward; and fo no. more fighing within, nor 
their intereft in them, and can’t forbear fpeak- | forrowing without; all tears will be wiped away, 
ing of them to the glory of divine grace: and ever-| The Fews ° apply this paffage to the world. to 
lajting joy upon their heads, {een in their counte- | come, 
nances, and by the lifting up of their heads ; and 


CHAP... XXXVI. 


N_ this chapter we have an.account of the king 
of Ajjyria’s invafion. of Fudea, and of the rail- 
mg fpeech of Raljbakeb his general, to difcourage 
the minifters. and fubjects of the king of Judah, 


for war, inthe king of Egypt, and in his chariota 
and horfemen, and even in the Lord himfelf, pre- 
tending that he came by his orders to deftroy the 
land, ¥. 4, 5, 65 75 8, 9, 10. The other part is di- 


‘The time and fuccefs of the invafion are obferved | rected to the common people on the wall; he re- 
in ..1+-the meflenger the former king fent to the | fufing to fpeak in the Syrian language, as defired, 
latter}, and from whence, and with whom, he con- | ¥.-11, 12. diffuading them from hearkening to He- 
ferred, y..2, 3. the {peech of the meffenger, which | zekigh to their own deception ; perfuading them to 
eonfifts of two parts; the firft part is directed to | come into.an agreement with him for their own 
the minitters.of Hezekiah, fhewing. the vain con- | fafety and good; obferving to them that none.of 
fidence of their prince in his couniels and ftrength | the Gods of the nations could deliver them out of 
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his mafter’s hands, and therefore it was in vain for 
them to “expect deliverance from the Lord their 
God,*y..13, 14, 15,16, 17, 18, 19, 20. to which 
neither minifters nor people returned any anfwer 5 
“but the former went with their clothes rent to He- 
xekiah, and reported what had been faid, ¥. 21, 22. 


Mur. Now it came to pals in the fourteenth year 
‘of king Hezekiah, &c.] The following. piece of 
*hiftory is inferted from the books of Kings and 
Chronicles, as an illuftration of fome preceding pro- 
phecies, and as a confirmation of them; fee 2 Kings 
Xviii.'13: 2 Chron. xxxii. 1. that Sennacherib king of 
Afpria came up againft all the defenced cities of Fu- 
dah 5 who in Tovit i. 18. is faid to be the fon of 
Salmanefer, as he certainly was his fucceffor, who 
in the fixth year of Hezekiah, eight years before 
this, took Samaria, and carried the ten tribes cap- 
tive, 2 Kings xviii. 10, 11. he is called Sennacherid 
by ‘Herodotus «, who fays he was king of the Ara- 
bians, and the Affyrians; who yet is blamed by 
Fofephus *, for not calling him the king of the 
Affyrians, only of the Arabians, whereas he ftiles 
him “both; and the fame Yo/fephus obferves, that 
Berofus, a Chaldean writer, makes mention of this 
Semmacherib as king of Alfyria; the fame came up 
in a military way againft the fortified cities of Fu- 
dab, which were the frontier towns, and barriers 
ef their country: and took them; that is, fome of 
them, not all of them; fee chap. xxxvii. 8. he 
thought indeed to have took them to himfelf, this 
was his intent, °2 Chron: xxxii. 1. but was prevailed 
upon to’ defift, by a payment of 300 talents of 
filver; and 30 talents of pold to‘him, by the king 
of “Fudah, 2 Kings xviii. 14, 13, 16: * 

* y. 2. And the king of Affyria fent Rabjhakeb from 
Lachifh to: Ferufalem, unto king Hezekiah with a 
great army, &c.|] Notwithftanding he had taken 
Hexekiah’s money to withdraw his army out of his 
country, yet fends it out to his very capital ; along 
with “this Rab/bakeb he fent two other generals, 
Tartan and Rabfaris, 2 Kings xviii..17: tho’ they 


aré not mentioned, only Rabfhakeb, becaufe he was | 


thé principal perfon, ‘however the’ chief fpeaker. 
Lachifo was a city in the tribe of ‘fudab, Fofb. xv. 
39.-which Sennacherib was now befieging, 2 Chron. 
xxxii..g. This meffage was fent, bifhop Uber fays, 
+threeyears after the former expedition: and he 
ftood by the conduit of the upper pool, in the high-way 
of the fuller’s field, where they fpread their clothes, 
as the Targum, having wafhed them in the pool, 
of which fee ch. vii. 3. Ben Melech thus defcribes 
the pool, conduit, and high-way: the pool is a 
ditch, built with ftone and lime, .where rain -water 
was collected, or where they drew water from the 
fountain, and the waters were gathered into this 
pool; and there was in this pool a hole, which 
they ftopped, until the time they pleafed to. fetch 
water out of the pool: and the conduit was a 
ditch near to the pool, and they brought water 
out of the pool into the conduit, when they chofe 
- to drink, or wafh.garments: the:high-way was a 
way paved with ftones, “fo thar they: could walk 


upon it in ‘rainy days ;-and_ here’ they ftood afd. Arength for war, as’ he’had , he 


wafhed their garments imthe waters“6f the conduit, 
and in the field ‘they {pread thenr to’ the fun. ) This 
pool lay withourithe’city, yet-juft by the walls. of ity. 
which fhewed 'the*daring: infolence of \Rab/bnkeb to 
Vatablus ; commonefaciens/ Montanus ;.@ memoria, Junius &" 
hiorum, Montanus; vel, fermo labiorum, Vatablus. f 
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captive by them. ! 


eloquence in addreffing his foldiers, 


rides, as well as what follows : I 
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come fo very nigh, for he was in the he . 
the men upon the walls, y. 12,.this Ra 
by the Yewifh writers thought to be an apo 
Jew, becaute he fpoke in the Fews language; and ~ 


fome of them, as Yerom fays, will have 


im to be 
a fon of the prophet J/aiah’s, but mh ope 
dation. Procopius, in 2 Kings xviii, thinks it pro- 
bable that he was an Hebrew, who either had 
on his own accord to the Afyrians, or was 


¥. 3. Then came forth unto him, 8c.) We 
fent by Hezekiah ; for otherwife Rab/bakeb h . 
impudence to call to him, in order to. pai 
treat with him about the furrender of the city. 
as this was not thought either fafe or honout 
for the king to go in perfon, his following mini- 
{ters went; fee 2 Kings xviii, 18: Elickim, Hilkiab’s 


Jon, which was over the boufe,; not over the houle 


of the Lord, the temple, as fome, but the king’s ~ 
houfe, being high-fteward of it, or major domo. 
This is the fame perfon as is mentioned in chy-xxii- 


20: and Shebna the feribe ;° not of the book of the 


Jaw, a copier, or interpreter of that, but fecret 
of ftate; he had been treafurer, but now rer 
ch. xxii. 15: and Foab Afaph’s fon, thé recara 
the mafter of requefts, or the remembrencer *, whi 
as the Targum, was appointed over. thin pal 
rable; whofe bufinefs it was to take notice of things 
worthy of memory, write them down, and di 
them in order; perhaps the king’s hiftortographer., 
y. 4. And Rabfhakeh faid unto them, &c.| The 
three minifters above mentioned: fay ye wow £0 
Hezekiah, tell him what follows; he does not cail 
him king, as he does his own mafter: thus faith 
the great king, the king of Afyria, this he faid 
boaftingly of his mafter, and in order to. terrify 
Hezekiah and his fubjects; whom he would repre 
fent as little in comparifon of him, who had fub- 
dued many kingdoms, and aimed at univerfal mo- 
narchy 3 fo the eaftern kings ufed to be called, as 
now the grand Signior with the Turks, and the 
French call their king the great monarch ; but. thi 
title of a great king’ fuits beft with God himfelf, 
Pf. xcv. 3: what confidence is this, wherein thos 
truftet ? meaning, what was the ground and foun- 
dation of his confidence ? what was it th 
in high fpirits, that he did not at once fub 
the king of Afyria, and furrender the city of | 
rufalem to him ? ao iat 
¥.5. I fay (fayeft thou) but they are but onie 
words, &c.|) Or, word of lips’; meaning the fol, 
lowing, which he fuggefts were only the fruit ¢ 
his lips, not of his heart; or were vain and fool. 
ith, and’without effect, and {tood for nothing; 
the firft part of ‘the words are Hezekich’s, £ fk 


(faye thou), and the latter, Rab/bakeb’s nore i si 


them ; tho’ they may be underftood as Hezekiak 
or what he is. made to fpeak by Rab/hakeb, 
ground of his confidence, namely, word of 


that is, prayer to God, as Kimchi ¢ 


ing them to fight, either’ of which 
to confult, and was capable of 
plan, and wife fchemes, and of f 
execution, and of heartening me. 


put’ his confidence in thele ings 
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gefted;"2 Chron. xxxii. 3—8, the words may be 
rendered, but counfel and firength are for war*; 
what fignifies words to God, or eloquence with 
men ? this is all lip-labour, and of ‘little fervice ; 
wifdom and counfel to form plans, and power to 
execute them, are the things which are neceflary 
to carry on a war’with fuccefs, and which, it is inti- 
mated, were wanting in Hezekiah; and therefore he 
had nothing to ground his confidence upon, within 


himéfelf, or his people: now on whom doft thou truft, 


that thou rebelleft againft me? which it does not ap- 

ar he had, having paid the money agreed to for 
the withdrawment of his army; but this was a 
pretence for the fiege of Ferufalem. 

¥.6. Lo, thou trufteft in the flaff of this broken 
reed, on Egypt, &c.|) His ally and auxiliary ; and 
which is rightly called the jtaff of a broken reed, if 
trufted to, and leaned upon, being weak and frail, 
and an infufficient ground of confidence to depend 
upon; the allufion feems to be to the cane or reed 
which grew upon the banks of the river Nile in 
Egypt: whereon if a man lean, it will go into bis 
hand, and pierce it, the fplinters of the broken 
reed being leaned on, will enter into 2 man’s hand, 
and do him mifchief, inftead of being a help to 
him to walk with: /o is Pharaoh king of Egypt to 


ail that truft in him pernicious and hurtful, in- 


ftead of being ufeful and helpful. 

. ¥.7. But of thou fay to me, we truft in the Lord 
our God, &c.| ‘In his promifes, providence, power, 
and protection, and not in human counfels and 
ftrength ; not in allies and auxiliaries, as Pharaob 
king of Egypt; thould this be replied, Rabjbakeb 
has fomething to fay to that; having fhewn the 
vanity of trufting in the above things, he now 
proceeds to beat them off of all truft in the Lord 
their God : is it not be whofe high places, and whofe 
altars Hezekiah bath taken away? the queftion 
might eafily be anfwered in the negative; no, ‘he 
has not; the high places and altars which Hezekiah 
took away, were the high places and altars of hea- 
then gods, of falfe deities, and not of the true 
God of J/rael, and which was to his honour and 
glory ; but Rabfbakeh would make a crime of it, 
and ignorantly fuppofing that thefe were the altars 
and high places of the God of J/rae/, would in- 
finuate that the taking of thefe away mutft be dif- 
pleafing to him, and confequently Hezekiah and 
his people could not hope for any protection from 
him, whom he had {0 highly afironted; but all 
this talk was the fruit of ignorance, as well as of 
malice; and faid to Fudab, and to Ferufalem, ye 
foall worfhip before this altar? the altar of the 
Lord, in the temple at Yeru/jalem, and before that 
only, confining their religious worfhip to one place, 
and their facrifices to one altar; which was fo far 
from being difpleafing to God, as he would in- 
finuate, that it was entirely agreeable to his will ; 
and therefore there was no weight or ftrength in 
this kind of reafoning. 

¥.8. Now therefore give pledges to my mafter the 

‘king of Aria, &c.| Or, hoftages®; that thou 
wilt not rebel agrinlt him, but be faithful to him, 
and he will withdraw his army; or give fecurity 
for the horfes after promifed : or mingle thy/elf with 
dim; agree the matter with him, give pledges for 
future fidelity ; or join in battel with him, come 
out and fight him, if able: and Iwill give thee two 
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thoufand horfes, if thou be. able on thy part ta fet 
riders on them ; thus fcoffing at him, as if he had 
not fo many foldiers to bring out againft him; or 
fo many men in his kingdom as har ill enoygh 
to ride a horfe ; in his bravado he fignifies, that if 
he would come out and fight him, he would lend 
him fo many horfes, if he could put.men upon 
them, to affift him; this he faid as bogfting of his 
mafter’s ftrength and power, and in {corn and des 
tifion at Hezekiah’s weakttel$. . oiens mom uly tin 

¥.9. How then wilt thou turn away. the face af 
one captain of the leaft of my mafter’s fervants, &c.| 
Be able to refift him ; or be a match for him or 
caufe him to flee; the leaft captain or general in 
the army having, as Kimchi fays, two thouiand 
men under him ; and therefore, if Hezekiah could 
not produce two thoufand mea, to fit upon fo many 
hories offered, he could not be a smasch for, or 
hope to conquer, or caufe to flee, the leaft officer 
in the army, who had the feweft men under him, 
and much lefs conquer, or caufe to flee, the whole 
Afyrian army. Some think Rad/bakeb means himfelf ; 
but that does not feem_ likely, that . Sennacherib 
fhould fend an inferior officer, or a perfon of a low 
character, and in a low ftation, or that fuch an .oneé 
fhould be the principal fpeaker ; nor does, it fuyit 
with the imperious and haughty difpofition of Rab- 
feoakeb to fpeak in fuch.a manner of himfelf: and 
put. thy truft on Egypt for cheriots,.and for borfe- 
men? for to what purpofé was it to feck and fend 
to Egypt for chariots and horfes, fince he had not 
a fufficient number of men to put upon them, but 
mutt be obliged to have men, as well as hories and 
chariots; and which, as before obferved, it was a 
vain thing to truft to, and was quite needleis, when 
he might have enow from his matter, the Afjriaz 
king, would he agree with him. 

y.10. And am 1 now come up without the Lord 
againft this land to deftray it ? 8&c.] He would in« 
finuate that he had a commiffion from the Lord 
God, and that it was by his will and order that 
he came up to deftroy the land; which he faid to 
intimidate Hezekiah and his fubjects, as knowing 
that nothing was more likely to do it than that : 
fo far it was true, that he did not.come up without 
the knowledge of the Lord, nor without ,his will 
to chaftife, but not to deftroy, as the event fhewed: 
the Lord faid unto me; by the impulfe-of his Spirit, 
or by one of his prophets, as he would fuggeft : 
go up againft this land, and deftroy it ; which was a 
lie of his own making; he knew that the Lord 
had faid no fuch thing to him, nor had fent him 
on fuch an errand; unlefs he concluded it from,his 
fuccefs in taking the fenced cities ot Fudab, and 
from Samaria, and the ten tribes, being delivered 
up in time paft into the hands of the king of A/jy- 
ria, and fo was confident this would be the fate 
of Fudah and Ferufalem. 

y¥.11. Then faid Eliakim, and Shebua, and Foah 
unto Rabfhakeh, &c.| That is, one of them ad- 
drefled him in the name of the reft ;. for the verb 
is fingular ; and what follows confirms it; perhaps 
Eliakim was the fpeaker : fpeak, I pray thee, uuto 
thy fervants in the Syriac language; which was fome- 
what different from the Hebrew, in which he {poke, 
and which was not underftood by the common peo- 
ple, and.for that reafon defired : for we wnderfiand 
it; or hear it; could hear it, fo as,to underftand 
i 3 


ataker ; 


Cec 
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it; it being common in all courts, as the French 
tongue now ; the Arian empire being very large, 
and fo had been learned by thefe courtiers, for the 
fake of negotiation or commerce, when the com- 
mon people had no concern with it: and {peak not 
to us in the Fews language, in the ears of the people 
that are on the wall; the wall of the city, where 
the cominiffioners were, who would not venture 
themfeélves out of the city, in the hands of fo per- 
fidious an enemy ; and the men on the wall were 
fuch, who either were placed there to defend the 
city, and fo were foldiers, or people that were ga- 
thered together to fee the embaffadors of the king 
of Afjria, and to hear, as much as they could, 
what pafled between them and the minifters of 
Hezekiah, and as this fpeech of Elakim’s fhewed 
reat fubmiffivenefs in ‘praying and intreating Rad- 
feakeb to fpéak to them in another language, and a 
mean, abject fpirit, in faying’ they were his fer- 
vants, fo a great degree of timoroufnefs in them, 
and diffidence of the people, Jeft they fhould. be 
terrified, and be for giving up the city at once 
into the hands-of the enemy ; this looks like a 
piece of bad policy, and fome think that Shebya 


was the contriver of it, and the advifer to it, in. 
order to give Reb/hakeh a hint of their fears, and. 


of the difpofition ofthe people, and put him in 
higher fpirits, and on railing the more, and thereby. 
ftill work. the more on the peoples fears ; however, 
it had this effect on him, as follows. 

y¥. 12. But Rabfhakeh faid, hath my mafter fent 
me to thy mafter, and to thee, to {peak thefe words ? 
&c.] That is, to them only, that he fhould ufe 
a langtiage only underftood by them: hath he not 
fent me 40 the men that fit upon the wall; and there- 
fore it is proper to fpeak ina language which they 
underftand, and to let them know, that if they 
will not furrender up the city, but will attempt. to 
hold out a fiege, they'‘muft expect, that they may 
eat their own dung, and drink their own pifs with 
you? fuggefting that they muft expect a clote fiege, 
which would not ‘be broke up until the city was 
‘taken ; the confequence of which would be fuch a 
famine, that they would be reduced to fuch extre- 
mities. ‘The Fews have fubftituted other words 
‘in the margin, inftead of thofe in the text, as more 
cleanly, and lefs’offenfive ; for dung they put ex- 
‘erement, and for pi/s'they read the waters of the 
feet; and had we in our verfion put excrement and 
urine inftead’ of thefe words; it would” have been 
more decent. Le bt 

¥.13. Then Rablbakeh ftood, and cried with a 
loud voice in the Fews language, &c.| In which he 
fpoke before; but now he raifed up himfelf, and 
elevated his voice, and ftrained himfelf, to the ut- 
moft, that all'the people might hear, and that he 
might ‘{trike:a terror into them, and ftir them up 
to mutiny and rebellion, and oblige their governors 
to give up the city into the hands.of the Afyrians ; 
this ufe he made of the requeft of Hezekiah’s mi- 
nifters, perceiving hereby their fears, and the. dif- 
pofition of the people : and faid, hear ye the words 
of the great kings*the king of Affyria, as in y. 4. 
fee the note there. . mt 

¥. 14. Thus faith the king, &c.] °'The king of 
Afpria, whom he perfonated, whofe general and 
embaflador he was; fo he fpake to command the 
greater awe'of the people, and the more to terrify 
them: Jet not Hezekiah deceive you; with fair words, 
promifing protection and fafety,, making »prepara- 
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tions for the defence of the city, and to oblige he! 
befiegers to break up the yet of it: for he foal” 
not be able to deliver you ; but if he was not} his” 


God, whom he ferved, and in whom he truftedy “” 
was able to deliver them, and ‘did .deliver'them’ “*” 


¥..16. Hearken not to Hezekiah, peel : 
exhortations and perfuafions to truft int 
nor would he have'them obey hiny th things Givil, 
any more than. hearken ‘to’ him in things “facta,” ” 
tho’ their liege lord and fovereign ; for hiS view” 
and endeavour were to ftit’them up’ to mutiny and” 
rebellion ; and fo the: Targum, “do not’ obey He- 
“© zekiah ;”? or receive any" 6rdeis “drm fim, or 

‘ Ae eS ride ey GaN: Ores 

pay any regard to them: ‘for\Jhus "/@B Tee kine oF 
Afjria, make an agreement with ine WH apes rae 
or, make a bleffing with me‘; either tend ‘Htatde’ 
and liberal gift to fecure his favour, and their hapt 
pine} a molt infoleit and‘ unrighteous demand 
this, when he had already received 360 talents of 
filver, and 3o talents of gold; to withdraw his 
that it would turn ‘mere to their actount té giv 
up themfelves to hirn, than to be in the condition — 
they were; fo the Yargum, ‘© make" peace with 
“ me;” this fenfe Ben Melech aives carey x 
tuagint verfion is, if ye would be bléfed 26r hap- 
py, come out to me; forfake your king, threw off . 
your allegiance to him, furrender yourfelves “and 
city to me: and eat ye every one of his Vine, and 
every one of his fig-tree: and drink ye everyone the 
waters of his own cifern; promifing liberty. and 
property, but does not tell them how long they © 
fhould enjoy thém; ‘he fignifies that ea 
enjoy every thing that was neceffary, convenient, , 
and delightful ; vines and fig-trees are mentioned, — 
becaufe common in Fudee, and all had cifterns 
near them for their ufe's unlefs this lat “claufe is j 


=, 


wives 5 fee Prov. v. 15: as the other claui 
defign the enjoyment of their eftates “and 
fions, without any moleftation or inffir 

them ; fee’ Mic. iv. 4. ta, a 

X17. Until I come and take yon away Wa 

like your own land, &c.] Some have thought, as 
erom obferves, that the land of Media was meant, 
which bore fome likenefs to the land of Fudea in, 


fituation and fruitfulnefs. Maimonides thinks thar 
Africa is intended’. ‘Rabfbakeh names no land, | 
nor could he name any like, or equal to, the land 


of Canaan he could not conceal -his intention to 
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remove them from their own land to, another ; 
this having been always done by the King of 4/- 


Jpria to people conquered by him, and as was uftal | . 


for conquerors to do, that fo the conquered might 

€ BO.expectation or opportunity of recovering 
ie rts Bind : @ land ris and wine, a land 
of bread and vineyards 5 Corn tor bread, and vine- 
yards for wine, and,both for food and drink; fiich 
a land was the land of Judea.. The defcription 
agrees with Deut, vil. 8...Rabjhakeh was. well ac- 
quainted with the land of ,‘7udea , and this {eems 
to confirm the conjecture of the ews, that he was 
one,of their people, fince he could fpeak their Jan- 
guage, and defcribe their land fo well; all this 
he Paris footh and perfuade. them to a voluntary 
farrender... . ~ ; 

¥..48, Beware Jeff Hexckiah perfuade you, &c.] 
To truft in the Lord; ftand up in your own de- 
fence, and not liften to thefe propofals ; or, Je? he 
deceive, you™. with vain words; whom he. would 
reprefent not only as not being their lawful king, 
and therefore never gives him that title, but alfo 
as a deceiver and impoftor, of whom they fhould 
be cautious, and guard. againft: /aying, the Lord 
will deliver us, and _theretore is not fear the 
boafts and threats, the force and fury. of the ene- 
my: bap any of the gods of the nations delivered 
his land; byer whom he prefided, and to whom 
the people of it were devotees : out of the band of 
the king of Afpria? this reafoning would have had 
fome weight in it; had the Lord God of Jjrael 
been like the gods of the nations, but he is not ; 
he is the former and maker of all things, and fits 
in the heavens, and does whatfoeyer he pleafes in 
heaven, and in earth; -and- therefore; tho’ they 
could not deliver their nations that worfhipped 
them, ,it did. not follow that. the God of Jrael 
could not deliver Hezekiah and his people. 

¥.19. Where ate the Gods of Hamath and Ar- 
phad? &c.] , What is become of them? where 
are they to be found ? where’s their power to pro- 
tect and defend the people they prefided over ? 
thus they might be juftly derided, but not fo the 
God of J/rael ; thefe places are mentioned in ch. x. 
9. . Hamath was a city in Syria, thought by fome 
to be the fame, afterwards called Autiochia and 
Epiphama, from. Antiochus Epiphanes: Arphad is 
joined with it in Fer. xlix. 23. asa city of Syria ; 
perhaps originally founded and inhabited by the 
“Arvadite, mentioned with the Hamathite, in Gen. 
x. 18: where are the gods of Sepbharvaim ? another 
place in Syria, the city Sippobre; not the Sipphara 
of Plolemy" in’ Mefopotamia, or that near Babylon, 
Abydenus ° makes mentions of, but a city in Syro- 
Phenicia, 2 Kings xvii. 24: and bave they delivered 
Samaria out of my band? the gods of the above 
places, which were worfhipped in Samaria, or the 
Gods peculiar to that place; tho’ Samaria was not 
taken by the prefent king of Afpria, Sennacherid, but 
by a predeceflor of his, Salmanefer, 2 Kings xvii. 
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the prefent king! «~ 
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3, 6. which yet is here boafted of a3 a conqueft of 


¥. 20. Who are they amongft all the gods of thefé 
lands, that have delivered their land out of my band? 
&c.] Not one of them, it is fuggefted 5 where- 
fore then fhould it be thought practicable, that the 
Lord foould deliver Ferufalem out of my hand? thus 
blafphemoufly fetting the Lord God of Irae! upon 
a level with the fictitious gods of the Gentiles ; 
tho” thefe could not, the Lord could, being the 
Lord God Almighty, If Ratfhakeh was an apo- 
{tate Few, he muft have known better; but the 
malice of fych is ufually the greateft. 

W.21. But they held their. peace, and: anfwered 
him not a word, &c.| The three minifters of He- 
zekiah ; not as confounded, and unable to return: 
an anfwer; they were capable of faying. many. 
things in proof that the Lord God was: greater 
than the gods of the nations, and in favour of 
their king Hezekiah, whom he had treated’ in a 
fcurrilous manner ; and could have objected to him 
the king of 4ffyria’s breach of faith and honour, 
but thefe things they waved, and {aid nothing of 3!' 
no. doubt they faid fomething to him, had fome: 
conference with him, or otherwife what were they 
fent as commiffioners about? but they made no 
anfwer to his blafphemies. and, menaces : for :the 
king’s commandinent was, faying, anfwer him not s 
with refpect to the above things; when he fent 
them, he might be aware that he would behave in 
fuch a rude, infolent, and blafpheming manner, 
and therefore the king gave them inftrudctions how 
to conduct themfelves, fhould this be the cafe. 
Mufculus thinks the king was on the wall, and 
heard all himfelf, and gave orders to his minifters 
to make no reply ; but this does not feem likely ; 
what is here faid of the minifters, is alfo faid of 
the people, 2 Kings xviii. 36. 

¥. 22. Then came Eliakim that was over the 
houfoold, &c.| The firft of the commiffioners fent) 
to Rabjbakeh: and Shebna the feribe, and ‘Foab the 
fon of Afaph, the recorder, to Hezekiah ; by which 
it feems that he could not be with them on the 
wall, but was all the while in his own palace, 
whither they came to him, to report the iffue of 
their conference with Rabjbakeh’: with their clothes 
rent ; which was done perhaps not in the prefence, 
and within the fight of Radhakeb, but as they 
came along ; and that partly on account of the 
blafphemies ipo had heard, Matt. xxvi. 65. and 
partly thro’ the grief of heart, for the diftrefs and - 
calamity they might fear were coming on them- 
felves, their king, their city, and country, Zoe ii. 
13: and told him the words of Rabfhakeh, what he 
had faid againft him, ‘and againft the God of J 
rael, his menaces and his. blafphemies ; they made 
a faithful report of the whole, as meffengers ought 
to do. What effeét this had upon the king, we 
have an account of in the following chapter. 
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N this chapter are contained Hezekiah’s meflage 
I to Yaieh, defiring his prayer for him and his 
people, in this time of fore diftrefS, ¥. 1, 2, 3, 4, 
5. the comforting and encouraging anfwer returned 
by the prophet to him, ¥. 6, 7. the king of Ajy- 
ria’s letter to Hezekiah, to terrify him into a fur- 
render of the city of Ferufalem to him, y. 8—13. 
which Hezekiah fpread before the Lord, and prayed 
unto him for deliverance, ¥. 14—20. upon which 
he received a gracious anfwer by the hand of the 
prophet, promifing fafety and deliverance to him, 
and deftruction to the king of Afyria, of which 
a fign was given, ¥. 21—35. and the chapter is 
clofed with the flaughter of the Affyrian army by 
an angel, the flight of the king, and his death by 
the hands of his fons, ¥. 36, 37, 38. ° 


y. 1. And it came to pafs, when king Hezekiah 
heard it, &c.] The report that his minifters made 
to him, of the blafphemies and threatenings .of 
Rabfhakeh, the general of the Affyrign army : that 
he rent his clothes, and covered bimfelf with fack- 
cloth; the one becaufe of the blafphemies he heard; 
the other becaufe of the ‘deftruction he and his 
people were threatened with: and went into the 
houfe of the Lord, the temple, to pray to him 
there: he could have prayed in his‘ own houfe, 
but he chofe rather to go to the houfe of God, hot 
fo much on account of the holinefs of the place, 
but becaufe there the’ Lord promifed, and was 
ufed to hear the prayers of his people, 1 Kings 
Vili. 29, 30. as alfo becaufe it was more public, 
and would be known to the people, and fet them 
an example to follow him in. Trouble fhould 
not keep perfons from, but bring them to ‘the 
houfe of God; here the Lord is to be enquired 
of, here he is to be found; and from hence he 
fends deliverance and falvation to his people. No- 
thing is more proper than prayer in times of af-" 
fiction ; it is no ways unbecoming nor leffening 
the greateft king on earth, to lay afide his royal 
robes, to humble ‘himfelf before God, in a time 
of diftrefs, and pray unto him. Hezekiah does not 
fit down to confider Rab/hakeh’s fpeech, to take it 
in pieces, and give an anfwer to it, but he applies 
unto God. 

¥.2. And he fent Eliakim, who was ‘over the 
houfbold, and Shebna the fcribe, &c.} ‘Two of the 
commiffioners fent to Rab/bakeb, and who heard 
his infolence and blafphemy, and were capable of 
giving a full account. of it, to I/aiah the prophet : 
and the elders of the priefts, as the chief of thofe 
that were concerned in civil affairs, fo the chief 
of thofe that were employed in facred things, were 
fent: this was a very honourable embaffy; and it 
was fhowing great refpeét to the prophet, to fend 
fuch perfonages to him: covered with Jackcloth ; as 


the king himfelf was, following his example ; and 


this is to be under{tood not of the elders of the priefts’ 
only, but of EHliakim and Shebna alfo. Thefe, fo 
clad, were fent by the king unto Iaiah the prophet, 
the fon of Amoz; to give him an account.of the 
prefent fituation of affairs, ofthe diftrefs he was 
in, and to defire his prayers, a very proper perfon 
to apply to, a prophet, one highly dear to God,’ 


lifelefs idols of the Gentiles : 
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and honoured by him, had near accef& tanto him; 
and knew much of his mind. © 
y¥. 3. And they faid unto bim, &c.] The mefien- 
gers to the prophet: thus faith Hezekiah; this is 
the meflage he has fent us with ; this is what he 
would have us lay before thee, and has given us 
in charge to fay unto thee: this day is a day of 
trouble, and of rebuke, and of blafphemy; it was a 
day of trouble to Hezekiah and his people, becaufe it 
was a day of rebuke, in which God rebuked them for 
their fins ; or of reproach and reviling, as the J: ar~ 
gum and Septuagint, in which the Afyrians reviled 
and reproached both God and them; and efpeci- 
ally, becaufe it was a day of blafphemy againft God: 
for the children are come to the birth, and there is not 
ftrength to bring forth; which is to be underftood 
not of the reformation within themfelves, happily 
begun and carried on, but now hindered from be- 
ing brought to perfection, by the Afprian army 
being fo near them; nor of their attempt to caft 
off the Affyrian yoke, which was thought to be juft 
upon finifhing, but now defpaired of, unlefs divine 
affiftance be given; nor of their inability to unifh 
the blafphemy that fo much affected them; but of 
the deplorable condition they were now in. He- 
zekiah compares himfelf and his people to a wo- 
man in travail, that has been fome time in it, and 
the child is fallen down to the place of the break- 
ing forth of children, as the word  ufed fignifies, 
but unable to make its way, and fhe having nei- 
ther ftrength to bear it, nor to bring it forth, na- 
ture being quite exhaufted, and itrength gone, 
thro’ the many pains and throws endured : and juft 
fo it was even with him and his people, they were 
in the utmoft pain and diftrefs ; they could not 
help themfelves, nor could he help them; and 
therefore muft perifh, unlefs they had immediate 
affiftance and relief. ‘farchi interprets the chil- 
dren, of the children of Jrae/, the children of 
God. 

y. 4. It may be, the Lord thy God will bear the 
words of Rabfhakeb, &c.| He had heard them ; 
but the fenfe is, that it might be that he would 
take notice of them, and refent them in a public 
manner, and punifh for them; and this is faid, 
not as doubting and queftioning whether he would 
or no, but as hoping and encouraging himfelf that 
he would: and it may be obferved, that Hezekiah 
does not call the Lord, my God, or our God, be- 
caufe he and his people were under the chaftening: 
hand of God for their fins, and were undeferving 
of fuch a relation ; but thy God, whofe prophet he 
was, whom he ferved, and to whom he was dear, 
and with whom he had an intereft; and the 
it might be hoped his prayer to him would be 
heard and accepted, and that thro” his interpofitiom 
God would be prevailed upon to take notice of 
the railing fpeech of Rabjhakeh : whom the king of 
Afyria his mafter bath fent to reproach the leving 
God; who has life in and of himfelf, and is the foun- 
tain, author, and giver of life to all others; him 
he reproached, by fetting him on a level with the 
and will reprove the 
words which the Lord thy God hath beard , Feprove_ 
him for his words, take vengeance upon him, or 

; punifh 
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punith him for the blafphemous words fpoken by 
him againft the Lord, and in his ‘hearing : to this 


fenfe is the Targum, and fo the Syriac and Arabic | 


verfions : «wherefore lift.ap thy prayer for the rem- 


nt ¢hat.is left ; litt wp thky voice, thy hands; ‘and 
A A ; 


art In prayer, to God in heaven, pray eat: | 
neftly andyfervently for thofe that are left; the. 


two tribes of Fydeb.and Benjamin, the other ten 
having been carried captive fome time ago; or 
the inhabitants of Feru/alem particularly, the de- 
fenced cities of Fadeb having been already taken 
by the Afprian king. ‘The tewnefs of the number 
that rémained, feems to be made ufe of as an ar- 
Bug, OF) prayer in their favour. In times of 
diitrefs, men fhould not only pray for themfelves, 
but get others to pray for them, and efpecially 
men, of eminence in religion, who have nearnefs of 
aceeis to God, .and intereft in him. 

“3. 5.50 the servants of king Hezekiah came to 
dfaiah.| And delivered the above meffage to him 
from the king: thefe fervants are mentioned y. 2. 
Mujenlus thinks, that the third and fourth verfes 
are the words of the king to the meflengers, and 
hot of the mefiengers, to the prophet; and that the 
firft claufe of the third verfe fhould be rendered, 
that they might Jay unto bim, &c. and having re- 
ceiyed their initruétions,, here is an account of 
their going to the prophet with them, which they 
delivered to him, and which it was not neceflary 
to repeat. The dradic verfion reads this verfe in 
connexion with the following, thus, when the fer- 
vants of king Hezekiah came to Ifaiah, Taiah faid 
to.them, &c. 

¥. 6. And Taiah faid unto them, thus fhall you 
fy unto your mafter, &c.| Or, your Lord 4; king 
Hezekiob, ‘whofe minifters and mefilengers they 
were: thus faith the Lord, be not afraid of the 
words thou baft beard; be not terrified by them, 
' they are but words, and no more, and will never 
Become facts: wherewith the fervants of the king 
of Alyria have blafphemed me , by reprefenting him 
as no better than the gods of the Gentiles, and as 
unable to deliver out of the hands of the king of 
Affyria the city of Ferufalem, when he had faid. he 
would. The word for fervants fignifies boys, 
lads, young men ; fo Rad/hakeb.and his two com- 
panions, Kabjaris and Tartan, are called, by way 
of contempt, they acting a weak and childifh part, 
as well as a wicked one. 

¥. 7. Bebold, 1 wiil fend a blaft upon bim, &c.| 
The king of Afyria; a peftilential one, as he after- 
wards did, which deftroyed his army : - or, J will] 
put a fpirit into him*, a fpirit of fear and dread, 
which will oblige him to defift from his purpofes, 
and flee; tho’ fome jnterpret it only of an inclina- 
tion, a will* in him, to return: it may be under-. 
ftood of an angel, a miniftring fpirit, and be ren- 
dered, I will fend a fpirit againft him, an angelic 
fpirit, as he did, which cut off his army in one 
night: and be foall bear a rumour, of the fudden 
and total deftruction of his army; tho” fome refer 
this ° the rumour of the king of Ezbiopia coming 


out f. make war againft him, y. 9. but upon this 
he did n6t return’ to his own land, nor was he 
flain with the fword, as follows: and return to bis 
own land, as hé did, immediately upon the flaugh- 
tet of f is army by, the angel: and I will cauje bim 
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to fall by the fword in his own land as he did, be- 
ing flain by his own fons, ¥. 37, 38. 

¥. 8. So Rabfbakeb returned, &c.| To the king 
of Afyria his mafter, to give him an account how 
things went at Yerufalem, and that he could get n 
direct anfwer from the king of Fudab, and to con- 
fult with him what was proper to be done in the 
prefent fituation of things; leaving the army be- 
fore Ferufalem, under the command of the other 
two generals: For that he fhould take the army 
with him, does not feem reafonable, when Heze- 
kiab and his people were in fuch a pannic on ac- 
count of it; befides, the king of Afyria’s letters 
to Hezekiah, clearly fuppofe the army to be ftill 
at Ferufalem, or his menacing letters would have 
fignified nothing ; and after this, the deftruéction 
of the Afyrian army before Ferufalem is related : 
and found the king of Affyria warring againft Lib- 
nab, a city in the tribe of Judah, Fob. x. 29. and 
xv. 42. and lay nearer to Ferufalem than Lachifh, 
where Radjhakeb left him ; fo that he feemed to be 
arawing his army towards that city, on which his 
heart was fet. ‘Fofephus » makes him to be at this 
time befieging Pelufium, a city in Egypt, but 
wrongly ; which has led fome into a miftake, that 
Libnab and Pelufium are the fame: for be had heard 
that be was departed from Lachifb , where he was, 
when he fent him to Feru/alem, ch. xxxvi. 2. hav- 
ing very probably taken it. 

¥. 9. And he heard fay concerning Tirbakab king 
of Ethiopia, &c.| Not Rab/bakeb, but the king of 
Afria heard a rumour of this Ethiopian king com- 
ing out to war againft him: his name, in Fo/e- 
phus “, is Tharfices; in the Septuagint verfion it is 
Tharaca,; and by Africanus * he is called Taracus ; 
and is the fame, who, by Strabo ’, out of Mega/- 
thenes, is named Tearcon the Ethiopian : the Ethiopia 
of which he was king, was either the upper Ethiopia, 
or that beyond Egypt ; to which agrees the Arabic 
verfion,. which calls him Zharatha king of the 
Abnffines ; but others take it for Cu/b, or rather 
Ethiopia in the land of Midian,. or Arabia, as 
Bochart ; which lay nearer to Fudea than the other 
Ethiopia. Now the report that was brought to 
the king of Afjria of him was, be is come forth to 
make war with thee; not by affifting the Egyptians, 
as Fofepbus, but rather the Jews; or by making 
an irruption into the king of Afyria’s country in 
his abfence: this fome think to be the rumour 
predicted, vow: and when he beard it, he fent mef- 
fengers to Hezekiah ; with terrifying letters, to 
frighten him into an immediate furrender of the 
city, that he might withdraw his army, and meet 
the king of Erhiopia with the greater force ; and 
the rather he difpatched thefe meffengers in all 
hafte to Hezekiah, that his letters might reach him 
before he had knowledge of the king -of Ethiopia 
making a diverfion in his favour, which would en- 
courage him to hold out the fiege the longer : 
faying, as follows, 

yv. 10. Thus fhall ye fpeak to Hezekiah king of 
Fudab, faying, 8cc:] This was the direction, and 
thefe the inftructoins he gave to his mefiengers, 
in which he gives Hezekiah the title of king, and 
owns him to be king of Fudeh, which was more 
than Rabjhakeb his fervant would do: Jet not thy 
God in whom thou trufteft deceive thee; than which 

whad MA nothing 

~¥ 91395, pueri recens nati, infantes, pueri judicio, Guffet. 


So Ben Melech explains it by J}, will, 
w Ibid, * Apud Eufeb. Chron. 
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nothing could be more’ devilifh and fatanical, to | rares, the Syrians being wfed to derive not af 
" feprefent the God’ of truth, that cannot Hie, ‘as r their words from the reeks: and ertain itis, that 
liar and deceiver : in this the king of Ajjria out- | there is now'a village called den on mount”: 

did Rabfbakeh himfelf, he had reprefented Hezekiah \ banon, which Thevenot® mentions; and an as 
as an impoftor and a deceiver of the people, and | Damajcus, Mr. Maundrel” {peaks of, fee mos ie ia 
warns them againft him as fuch; and here Senna-|5, and Tyre in Phenicia is called Ed ny Breck, 
cherib reprefents God himfelf as a deceiver, and | xxviii. 13. « baqod” od ae a 
cautions Hezekiah againft trufting in him: nothing] y. 13. Where is the king of Hamathyan ‘the kin 

is more oppolite to fatan and his inftruments, than | of Arphad, and the king of the city of & ph 

faith in God, and therefore they labour with all | &c.] The fame, as fome think, with the ge 
their might and main to weaken it; however, this | idols of thofe places, as in ch. Xxxvi. 19. | 
teftimony Hezekiah had from his enemy, that he} note there; tho’ it may be the princes that *Puled 
was one that trufted in the Lord; and a greater] over thofe cities are meant, who were eithe “fl I 
charaéter a man cannot well have: /aying, ‘ferufa-| or become tributary to the king of Affiria. 

lem foall not be given into the hand of the king of \added, Henab and Ivab, which fome take to “be 
Afpria; and fo the Lord had faid it; fee ‘ch.| the names of the gods or kings of Sepharvai 
xxxviii, 6. and.by fome means or another Senna- 


but rather, fince Sepharveim is of the dual number, 
cherib had heard of it ; and there was nothing he|it was a double city, the river Lupbrates *pafiin 
dreaded more, than that Hezekiah fhould believe] between them ; and thefe, as Mu/eulus conjectures, 
it, ‘which would encourage him, he feared, to hold] were the names of them; or it may bet re 
out the fiege. diftin& cities from that, but what or where they 
y. 11. Bebold thou haft heard what the kings of | were, is not certain. Ptolemy makes mention of « 
Afyria have done to all lands, by deftroying them|a place called Jngine, near Gaufanitis or Goxany fap- 
utterly, &c.] He boafts of the atchievements of | pofed to be Henab ; tho’ others rather’ think it 
himfelf and his anceftors, and of more than was | be Ange, which he places in Arabia ', wh 
true; and which, if it had been true, was more to}is not fo probable. Jvab perhaps is the fan 
their difgrace than honour, namely, utterly to de- | Avab, in 2 Kings xvii. 24. The Targum does no 
ftroy kingdoms, and their inhabitants, to gratify | take them for names of places, but tranflates then 
their lufts ; but tho’ many had been deftroyed by} ‘* hath he not removed them, and carriéd them 
them, yet not all, not Ethiopia, whofe king was | ‘‘ captive?” and fo Farchi’s note is, ** the'kkting 
come out to make war with him, and of whom he | “ of /fyria hath moved, and overthrown them, 
feems to be afraid; nor Egypt, which was in con- | ** and deftroyed them, and removed them out! of 
federacy with Ethiopia, nor Fudea, he was now | “ their place ;” referring to the other cities, > 
invading ; but this he faid in a vaunting way; to] y.14. And Hezekiah received the letter from the 
terrify Hezekiah : and fhalt thou be delivered? cantt| band of the meffengers, and read it, 8c.) Or books *, 
thou expect it ?-furely thou ‘canft not. Is it pro- | in which the above things were written, and every . 
bable ? yea, is it poffible thou fhouldeft be deli-} one of thefe he read, as Kimchi interprets it}: tho” 
vered ? it is not; as fure as other lands have been | the Targum is, ‘‘ he took the letters from the hand 
deftroyed, fo fure fhalt thine. “ of the meflengers, and read one of them” ‘that 
y. 12. Have the gods of the nations delivered them | is, as Kimchi’s father explains it,*in which ‘was'the 
which my fathers have deflroyed, &c.] ‘They have | blafphemy againft God; this he read over carefully — 
not. But what then? is the God of J/rae/ to be} to himfelf, obferved the contents of it, anc : 
put upon a level with fuch dunghil gods ? fo Sen- | did with it as follows: and Hezekiah cent up-ainto 
nacherib reckoned him, as Rab/hakeb before in his | the houfe of Ged, the temple, the outward court 
name, ‘ch. xxxvi. 18, 19, 20: as Gozen, and Ha-| of it, further than which he could not! go s0:and 
ran, and Rezeph, and the children of Eden, which | fpread it before the Lord ; not’ to read it, ‘asviewhad 
were in Telafjar. Gozan was the fame, it may be, } done, or to acquaint him with the contents ‘offic, 
with the Gaufanitis of Ptolemy *, which he makes | which he fully knew; but as it chiefly 
mention of in his defcription of Me/opotamia; and| him, and affeéted his honour and glory,’ 


he laid ic 
the rather, fince Haran or Charran was a city of | before him, that he might take notice of it) and 
Mefopotamia, Gen. xi. 31. Adis vii. 2, 4. called by 


vindicate himfelf, and avenge his own caufé; he 
Ptolemy by the name of Carr#*; and who alfo, | brought it as a proof of what he had to! f y to 
in the fame place, makes mention of Rezeph, un- 


him in prayer, and to fupport him in his allega- 
der the name of Rhefcipha ; tho’ he likewife {peaks | tions, and as a means to quicken’ himfelf Gneth 
of another place in Palmyrene in Syria, called Rhe- | difcharge of that duty. | a Smt 
fapha *, which fome think to be the place here in- ¥. 15. And Hezekiah prayed unto the L 
tended. Eden was alfo in Mefopotamia, in the ; 


ing,| He did not return railing for r 
eaftérn part of which was the garden of Eden ,} committed himfelf and his caufe to him 
and this Ze/affar, inhabited by the children of Zden, . 


eth righteoufly ; he did not write an 
was a city in that country, which is by P/olemy «| letter himfelf, but lays it before 
called Thelde ; tho’ Hillerus * is of opinion, ‘that | prays him to anfwer it, who was nt 
the city Thalatha is meant, which is placed * near | reflected on init. © = 8 
the river Tigris, a river of paradife. A very learn-| y. 16. O Lord of hofts, God of irael, 
ed‘ man is of opinion, that the den, [aiab here | ef between the cherubim, &e.} C ry 

_ fpeaks of, belongs either to Syria of Damajcus, and to | of the cherubim' ; which were over the 
the Lebanon and Paneas, from whence Fordan arofe; | the refidence of the Shekinab’ or t 
or-to Syro-Phienicia, and the Mediterranean fea, 


the fymbol of the divine prefenc 
which the name Tbalaffar fhews, as if it was 9a-|'of holies; a title which # 
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\ Lierd of armies in heavenand, earth bears, and} becaufe they were idols of wood or ftone; but it 


able to do whatfoever was defired, and more abun- 


» diftinguifhes. him, from all other.gods, and. which; did not therefore follow,, that they were a match 
-feveral titles carry in them arguments to ftrengthen 
faith in prayer ; being the Lord of hojls, he was 


for the God of Urael, the true and, the. living 
God. ) 
_¥. 20. Now therefore, O Lord our God, fave us 


dantly.,. being) the God of Trael, their covenant-| from bis hand, &c.] The hand of the king of 4/- 
God, it might be hoped and expected he would] /yria. The Lord had promifed that he would, and 


protect and defend ‘them; and fitting detween the 
cherubim, on the mercy-feat, great encouragement 
might be had that he would be gracious:and mer- 
ciful, and hear-and help: thou art the God, even 
thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth; this is 
oppofed to the conceit of Sennacherib, that he was 
only the God of the Yews, and had no concern 
with other kingdoms and nations ; whereas all be- 
long to him, and him only ; they are all under 
his jurifdiction and dominion, and: at his will and 
controul: thou hajt made heaven and earth ; and fo 
has*an indifputable right to the government of 
the whole world, and to the difpofal of all things 
in it. 

¥. 17. Incline thine ear, O Lord, and bear, &c.] 
The prayer. which Hezekiah was now prefenting to 
him, as alfo the reproach of the enemy : open thine 
eyes, O Lord, and fee. the letter he {pread before 
him, and take notice of the blafphemies in it, and 
punifh for'them. Both thefe claufes are to be un- 
derftood after the manner of men, and in a way 
becoming the being and perfections of God, to 
whom ears and eyes are not properly to be af- 
cribed, and fo likewife the bowing of the one, and 
the opening of the other; but both denote the 
gracious condefcenfion.of God, to take notice of 
things on earth; and vindicate the caufe of his 
people, which is his own: and hear all the words 
of Sennacherib, which he bath fent to reproach the 
living God ; the Septuagint, Vulgate Latin, and Ara- 
bic verfions, underftand it of the words which Sen- 
nacherih fent in the letter to reproach the Lord ; 
but in 2 Kings xix. 16. it is, which hath fent him , 
the meflenger, Rabjbakeb, or whoever was the per- 
fon, that brought the letter to Hezekiah. The 
Targum paraphrafes the latter part thus, ‘* to re- 
‘* proach the people of the living God;” both 
God and his people were reproached, and both 
carry in them arguments with the Lord to hear 
and avenge himfelf and them ; and the king prays 
that he would hear, take notice of, and obferve ai] 
the words, and give a proper anfwer, by inflicting 
juft punifhment. 

y¥. 18. Of a truth, Lord, &c.| This is a truth, 
and will be readily owned, what the king of A/j- 
ria has faid, that his anceftors have deftroyed all 
lands, or at leaft have endeavoured to do it, and 
have had it in their hearts to doit: the kings of 
Affyria have laid wafte all the nations, and their coun- 
tries; or, all the lends, and their land™,; the Tar- 
gum is, ‘¢ all provinces, and their lands ;” ‘the 
countries, and towns and villages in them, or the 
chief cities and villages round about them. 

¥. 19. And have caft their gods into the fire, &c.] 
And burnt them; and it may well be afked, where 
are they? ch. xxxvi. 19>. for they were no gods, 
but the works of mens hands, wood and ftone , they 
were made of wood or of ftone, and therefore 


could not be called gods ; nor could they fave the 
_ nations that worfhipped them, nor themfelves from 
ithe fire: therefore they have deftroyed them; the 
| Affrian kings were able to do’ it, and did do it, 
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Hezekiah believed he would; but he knew that for 
this he would be enquired of by him, and he pleads 
covenant-intéreft in him, and intreats for falvation 
upon that account, as well as for the reafon fol- 
lowing : that all the kingdoms of the earth may know 
that thou art the Lord, even thou only, by doing 
that which other gods could not do; they could 
not fave the nations that worfhipped them from the 
hand of the Affyrians , if therefore the God of J/~ 
rael faved his people from them, this would be a 
proof to all the world, that he is God, and there 
is none befides him. ’ 
y¥. 21. Then lfaiah the fon of Amoz fent unto He- 
zekiah, faying, &c.] Iaiah, by a fpirit of pro- 
phecy, was made acquainted by the Lord, both 
with the prayer of Hezekiah, and the Lord’san- 
fwer to it; and therefore immediately fent to the 
king, who was either at the temple praying, jor 
was returned to the palace, to let him know the 
mind of the Lord in this matter. The Septuagint 
and Syriac verfions render it, and Ifaiah the fon of 
Amoz was fent to Hezekiah, but this does not agree 
with the Hebrew text; I/aiah tent meflengers to the 
king, and by them informed him what the Lord 
had faid in anfwer to: his prayer. Why he went 
not himfelf, cannot be faid: thus faith the Lord 
God of Ifrael, Hezekiab had been praying to him 
under that title and character, ¥. 16: whereas thou 
haft prayed to me againft Sennacherib king of Alfyrias 
or, what thou haft prayed, &c*. the Septuagint, Sy- 
riac, and Arabic verfions fupply, I have beard. It 
is bad for any to have the prayers of good men 
again{ft them. 
¥.22. This is the word which the Lord bath 
[poken concerning him, 8&c.] The fentence he has 
pronounced upon him, the punifhment he has de- 
termined to inflict on him, in anfwer to Hezekiah’s 
prayer againft him: the virgin, the daughter of Zion, 
hath defpifed thee, and laughed thee to feorn , that 
is, the inhabitants of Zon, particularly of the fort 
of Zion, called a virgin, becaufe it had never been 
forced, or taken; and to fhew that it was a vain 
thing in Sennacherib to attempt it, as well as it 
would have been an injurious one, could he have 
accomplifhed it ; fince God, the father of this vir- 
gin, would carefully keep her from fuch a rape ; 
and he, who was her hufband, to whom fhe was 
efpoufed as a chafte virgin, would defend and pro- 
tect her; and the whole is defigned to fhew the 
impotent malice of the king of dfjyria; otherwife, 
at the time when thefe words were fpoken, the 
daughter of Zion was in a fearful and trembling 
condition, and not in a laughing frame ; but this 
declares what fhe might do now, and would do 
hereafter, for any thing that he could do againft 
her. The Targum paraphrafes it, “ the kingdom 
“ of the congregation of Zion ;” the whole nation. 
Some reftrain this to the inhabitants of the upper 
part of the city of Feru/alem, as what follows, to thofe 
of the lower part: she daughter of Ferufalem hath foaken 
her head at thee; or, after thee°®; by way of fcorn 
and derifion ; that is, when he fled; which fhows, 
that 
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that’tho’ thefe things are fpoken as if they were | 


paft, after the manner of the prophets, yet were 
to comé, and would: be, when Sennacherib fled, 
upon the deftraétion of his army. Of this phrafe, 
as expreffive of {corn, fee P/ xxii. 7. and cix. 25. 

Lam. ii. 15. The Targum is, the people that dwell 
in Ferufalem, 8c. 

\ ¥. 23. Whom baft thou reproached and blafphemed? 
&c.] A creature like thyfelf? no, but a God, and 
not one like the Gods of the nations, the idols of 
wood and ftone, but the living God: aud againjt 
whom haft thou exalted thy votce; alluding to Rab- 
feakeh’s crying with a loud voice, ch. xxxvi. 13 : 
and lifted up thine eyes on high ? as proud and haughty 
perfons do, difdaining to look upon thofe they treat 
with contempt : even againft the holy one of Lfrael ; 
that is, Z/rael’s God, and will prote&t him ; a holy 
one, and of purer eyes, than to behold with, plea- 
fure fuch a proud blafpheming creature, and cannot 
look upon him but with indignation; for againft 
fuch he fets himfelf; thefe he refifts, pulls down, 
and deftroys. 

¥.24, By thy fervants haft thou reproached the Lord, 
&c.} Particularly by Rabfhakeh, and. the other 
two that were with him, who, no doubt, affented 
to what he faid; not content to. reproach him him- 
felf, he fet his fervants to do it likewife ; he made 
ufe of them as inftruments, and even fet them, as 
well as himfelf, above the Lord: and haft faid, by 
the multitude of my chariots am I come up to the 
height of the mountains; not only with his foot-fol- 
diers, but with his chariots, and a great number 
of them, he had travelled over hills and mountains, 
as Hannibal over the Alps, and was now upon the 
high mountains which were round about Feru/alem, 
and very near the mountain of the Lord’s houfe ; 
of which archi interprets the words: to the fides 
of Lebanon; meaning either the mountain of Leda- 
non, which was on the borders of the land.of J/rael, 
famous for cedars and fir-trees after-mentioned ; or 
the temple made of the wood. of Lebanon, near 
which his army now lay ; fo the Tazgum and Farchi 
underftand it: and I will cut down the tall cedars 
thereof, and the choice fir-trees thereof, to. make 
way for his army, and to fupport himfelf with ma- 
terials for the fiege; to make tents with for his 
foldiers to lie in, or wooden fortrefles from whence 
to annoy the city... The, cedars. of Lebanon -were 
very large and tall. Mr. Adaundrel » fays, he mea- 
fured one of the largeft, and ‘‘ found it fix. and 
** thirty feet and fix inches thick ; its branches 
‘* fpread an hundred and eleven feet ; its trunk 
‘“* from the ground was about fifteen or fixteen 
‘* feet, and then divided into five branches, each 
‘“* of which would make a large tree.”. -Monfieur 
Thevenot * fays, row there are no more nor lefs 
than twenty three cedars.on mount Lebanon, great 
and fmall: or.it may be, thefe. metaphorically. in- 
tend the princes, and nobles, and chief men of the 
Jewifo nation, he threatens to deftroy ; fo the Tar- 
gum, “ and I will kill the.moft. beautiful: of. their 
‘* mighty ones, and the choiceft.of their. princes.:” 
and I will enter into the height of bis, border; fome 
think the tower of Lebanon, which ftood on ‘the 
eaft part of it towards Syrig, is meant ; ,but. it 
feems rather to defign Yeru/alem, the metropolis, of 
the nation, which he thought himfelf fure of en- 
tering into, and taking pofiéffion of; and. this was 
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‘heart, nor did he fo. 
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what his heart was fet upon ; fo the Targum, 
‘< J will fubdue the city of their. ; 
flrong city Ferufalem, in which they pl 

ftrength : and she foreft of his Carmel; or, 
roft and his fruitful field* , the fame city 
for the number of its houies and inhabitar 
like a foreft, and. was Hezekiah’s fruitt 
where all his riches and treafure were. _The 
gum interprets it of his army, ‘* and I will ¢ 
‘* fume the multitude of their army.” _ 


i 
¥.25. I have digged, and drunk water, &c.) 
places where he came, and found no water for his. 
army, he fet his foldiers to work, to dig ci ous 
as the Targum, or wells, fo that they had water 
{ufficient to drink; in 2 Kings xix. 24. it is frrange 
waters, which were never known before: and 
the fole of my feet have I dried up all the rivers of 
the befieged places , or, as the Targum, * -with the. 
“ foles of the feet of the people that are with - 
me;” the Syriac verfion, with the: hoofs of my horfess. 
with which he trampled down banks of rivers, and 
pools, and ciiterns of water ; fignifying the vaft 
numbers of his foldiers, who could drink up a . 
river, or carry it away with them, or could turn 
the ftreams of rivers that ran.by thefides, or round. 
about, cities befieged, and fo hindered the carrying, 
on of a fiege, and the taking of the place; but he 
had ways and means very eafily to drain them, and. 
ford them ; or to cut off all.commnnication of the 
water from the befieged, Some render it, [fave . 
dried up all the rivers of Egypt*, as Kimchi, on 
2 Kings xix. 24. obferves, and to be -underftood 
hyperbolically ; fee ch. xix. 6. fo Bem Melech ob- 
ferves. + Ut ee 
y.26. Haft thou not beard long ago, &c.j By 
report, by reading the hiftory of ancient times, or 
by means of the prophets; thefe are the words of 
the Lord to Sennacherib.. The Targum adds, “ what 
‘“« I did to Pharaoh king of Egypt ;” it follows 2: 
how I have. done it, and of ancient times, that 1 
have formed it ? meaning either the decree im his — 
own breaft from all eternity, and which he had 
publifhed by his prophets, of raifing up him this - 
wicked ‘prince, to be.the fcourge of nations; or 
by the i, are meant the people of the Fews, God’s 
Jfrael, whom he had made, formed into a bedy 
politic, and into a.church-ftate, and had done 
great things for, in bringing them out of 
leading them thro’ the red-fea, providing them, 
and protecting them in the wildernefs, fabduing 
nations under them, and fettling them in the la 
of Canaan: now have I brought it to pals, that thou 
Joouldeft be to lay wafte defenced cities into ruinous 
heaps *; which fome; render interrogatively, now. 
Joould I bring it to be laid wafte, and fenced cities 
to be ruinous heaps? that is, the people of - 
Jews, the city of Ferufalem, and other ; 
cities ? no, I will not: or the ing” 
that decree, which he had framed and foi 
his own mind from all eternity, he was now bi 
ing to pafs; which was, that this king of B 
fhould be a wafter and deftroyer of fortified ¢ 
which: he fhould reduce to heaps of; ruin 
fore he had no reafon to vaunt as he had « 
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yt.2%. Therefore their inhabitants were of fmall 
power, &c.} Or, foort of band; it was not in 
the power of their hands to help themfelves, be- 
caufe the Lord took away their ftrength, having 
determined that: they fhould be deftroyed for their 
fins ; otherwife it would not have been in. the 
power of Senxnacherib to have fubdued them ; this 
takes. off greatly from the: king of Afyria’s tri- 
umph, that they were a weak people, whom he 
had conquered, and were given up into his hands 
by the Lord, according to his purpofes; or he had 
never been! Lord over them : they were difmayed 
and confounded; not fo much at the fight of Senna- 
cherii’s army, but becaufe the Lord had difpirited 
them, and took away their natural courage from 
them, fo that they became an eafy prey to him: 
they were as the grafs of the field; which has no 
ftrength to ftand before the mower: and as. the 
green berb., which is eafily cropped with the hand 
of man, or eaten by the beafts of the field: as 
the gras on the bouje-tops ; which has no matter of 
root, and is dried up with the heat of the fun: 
and as corn blajied, before it be grown up; before 
it rifes up into any thing of a ftalk, and much lefs 
into ears ; fo the Targum, ** which is blafted be- 
«< fore it comes to be ears ;” all which reprefent 


the feeble condition of the people, overcome by | 


him; fo that he had not fo much to glory of, as 
having done mighty things. 

y. 28. But I know thy abode, and thy going out, 
and thy coming in, &c.| Where he dwelt, what 
he did at home, his fecret councils, cabals, con- 
trivances, fchemes and plans for the compafling of 
his ends, the fubduing of kingdoms, and fetting 
up an univerfal monarchy; and his going out of 
Babylon, his marches, and counter-marches, and his 
entrance into the land of Fudea; there was not a 
motion made, or a ftep taken in the cabinet or 
camp, but what were known to the Lord; fo the 
Targum, ‘ thy fitting in council, and thy going 
<< out abroad to make war, and thy coming into 
*< the land of J/rae/, are manifeft before me :”’ and 
iby rage againft me, againft his people, againft the 
city that was called by his name, againft the temple 
where he was worfhipped, particularly againft his 


fervant Hezekiah, becaufe he would not immedi- 


ately deliver up the city to him. The Targum and 
‘Syriac verfions render it, defore me; and then the 
meaning is, ¢hy rage, wrath and fury, is defore me 
or maniteft to me; and which he could reftrain at 
pleafure, as he promifes to do in the next verte. 
y.29. Becaufe thy rage againft me, and thy tu- 
mult is come up into mine ears, &c.] The rage 
which Sennacherib exprefled, both by Radjhakeh, 
and in his letter againit Hezekiah, and his people, 
is taken by the Lord as againft himfelf; fo great 
was his care of them, and concern for them ; and 
indeed there was a great deal of blafphemy belched 
out againft himfelf,; and fo the Syriac verfion ren- 
ders the next word, tranflated tumuli, thy blafphe- 
my; tho’ that may rather intend the bluftering 
noife that Rabjbakeb made, or the noife of the Afy- 
rian army, the chariots and horfemen, and the 
multitude of the foldiers, which was not only-heard 
by the Yews, and was terrible to them, but was 
taken notice of by the Lord, who had it.in deri- 
fion ; hence he adds: therefore will [ put my book 
in thy nofe, and my bridle in thy lips, comparing 
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and managed; fee Fod'xli. 1. Ezek. xxix. 3, 4. oF 
to a bear, or buffaloe, in whofe nofes men put 
iron rings, and lead them about at pleafure ; and 
alfo to a horfe, or mule, which are managed by 
the bit and bridle ; fignifying hereby the ftrength, 
fiercenefs, and fury of the fjrian monarch, and 
the power of God to reftrain him, which-he could 
eafily do: and I will turn thee back by the way by 
which thou cameft, from Ferufalem; the fame way 
he came to it, to his own land again; and-fo he 
did, y¥. 37. 

¥. 30. And this thall be a fign unto thee, &c.)} 
Not to Sennacherib, but to Hezekiah; for here the 
Lord turns himfelf from. the former, and directs 
his fpeech to the latter, in order to comfort him 
under the dreadful apprehenfions he had of the 4/- ~ 
Jyrian monarch, and his. army; afluring him of 
deliverance ; giving him a fign or token of it, 
and which was a wonder, as the word fometimes 
fignifies, and was no lefs marvellous than the deli- 
verance itfelf: ye /hall eat this year fuch as groweth 
of itfelf: and the fecond year that which fpringeth of 
the fame: and in the third year fow ye, and reap, 
and plant vineyards, and eat the fruit thereof; all 
which was very wonderful ; for whereas, either 
thro’ the invafion of the land, and the fiege of the 
city, they could not till their land as they had ufed 
to do, or what was upon it was deftroyed or eaten 
up by the Affyrian army ; and yet, thro’ the won- 
derful providence of God, the earth of its own 
accord yielded that very year a fufficiency for them; 
and tho’ the fecond year was, as it is thought, a 
Sabbatical year, when the land had reft, and by 
the law was not to be tilled, yet it alfo produced of 
itfelf, what was fufficient for their fupport ; and 
then the third year being entirely free from the 
enemy, and all fears of his return, they go about 
their bufinefs as formerly, to fowing and reaping 
corn, and planting vineyards, and enjoying the 
fruit of their labours ; all which falling out ac- 
cording to this prediction, muft greatly confirm 
the mind of Hezekiah, and make him eafy, as to 
any future attempt upon him, he might fear. The 
Vulgate Latin verfion renders the fecond claufe, -ye 
foall eat apples the fecond year; and fo Symmachus, 
but without foundation. 

¥. 31. And the remnant that is efcaped of the houfe 
of Fudab, &c.| The few that efcaped out of the 
cities of fudah, upon Sennacherib’s invafion of the 
land, and befieging, and taking the fenced cities 
thereof, who fled to Ferufalem for fafety ; thefe 
were a type of the remnant, according to the elec- 
tion of grace, the few that are chofen of God, the 
{pecial people redeemed by Chrift, the little flock 
of his, the fmall number that enter in at the ftrait 
gate, and are faved; and who efcape, not the fall 
of Adem, nor the imputation of his fin, nor the 
corruption of nature, nor the pollutions of the 
world in a ftate of nature; but who efcape the 
vengeance of divine juftice, the curfe of, a righte- 
ous law, wrath to come, and the damnation of 
hell ; which is owing to the love of God, the co- 
venant of his grace, the furetifhip-engagements of 
Chrift, and his performance of them; thefe are the 
houfhold of faith, God’s confeffing and profeffing 
people, who are Fews inwardly, of whom there are 
but a few; of thefe ’tis faid, they /ball again take 
root downward, and bear fruit upward, The Tar- 


Sennacherib to Leviathan, or the great whale, or to | gum is, ‘* as a tree which fends forth its roots be- 
fome wery large and unruly fifh, not eafily caught | ** low, and lifts up its branches above.” The 
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fenfe is, that thofe people that fled from their own 
habitations to Feru/alem, fhould return thither again 
upon the breaking up of the fiege, and be firmly 
fettled, and live peaceably and profperoufly, a- 
bounding with all good things ;. which may be ap- 
plied myftically, to true believers taking root again 
in the love of God, which is a hidden root, and is 
the fource of falvation, and all the bleffings of ir, 
and is in itfelf immoveable ; and tho’ the faints 
are fecured in it, and by it, and nothing can root 
them out of it, yet they are fometimes fhaken with 
doubts and fears about their intereft in it; when 
there is again a frefh taking root in it, and that is, 


-when they have a ftrong and lively perfuafion of 


it, which produces fruitfulnefs in the exercife of 
faith, hope, and love, and in gofpel-obedience ; 
and alfo to their taking root in Chrift, who is as a 
root unto them, hidden, and out of fight to the 
world, mean and abject, yet the fource of all hap- 
pinefs to the faints, who have a being in him, are 
born by him, and receive fap and nourifhment 
from him; and tho’ their faith of intereft in him 
may be fometimes fhaken, yet there is a frefh 
taking root by new acts of faith upon him, which 
produce fruitfulnefs ; the fruits brought forth by 
fuch are good works, which fpring from the feed 
of grace, are owing to divine goodnefs, to the 
dews of grace, are pleafant and acceptable to God 
thro’ Chrift, and profitable unto men; thefe are 
called the fruits of the Spirit, and of righteoufnefs, 
and are meet for repentance, and are brought forth 
openly and publickly, which may be fignified by 
being bore upwards. 

¥. 32. For out of Ferufalem fall go forth a rem- 
nant, &c.] The Zargum is, * the reft of the 
** righteous;” the fame as before; who, when the 
city fhould be free from the enemy, would go out 
of it, and return to their former fettlements, in 
the feveral parts of Fudea; a type of thofe who 
went out of Ferufalem with the gofpel of Chrift, 
and fpread it not only in Fudea, but in the Gentile 
world: and they that efcape out of mount Zion; the 
fame perfons differently defcribed ; fome of whom 
were in the city of Yerufalem, and others in the 
fort of Zion, but departed from hence when the 
fiege was broke up. The Targum is, “ and the 
“ efcaped of them that confirm the law out of 
** mount Zion ;” fee Iii. 3: the zeal of the Lord 
of hofts foall do this; his concern for his own ho- 
nour and glory, and his great love to his people, 
fhall engage him to perform all that is here pro- 
mifed and foretold. The Yargum is, “* by the 
“* word of the Lord of hofts this fhall be done.” 

¥. 33. Therefore thus faith the Lord concerning the 
king of Affyria, &c.] The iffue of his expedition, 
and the fruitleffnefs of it; how vain his attempts 
would be, and how fuccefslefs in this undertaking: 
he fhall not come into this city; fhall not enter into 
it, and take poffeffion of it, tho’ fo fure of it; or, 
foall not come unto it*; for fome think he never 
was any nearer it than Zidsab, from whence he 
fent his letters to Hezekiah, ¥. 8,9: nor fhoot an 
arrow there; neither he nor his archers, fo as to 
annoy or kill any one perfon in it: nor come before 
it with fhields , or, with a fhield ; that is, he him- 
felf with one; otherwife his army under Rabjbakeb 
was before it with men armed with fhields ; or the 
fenfe is, he fhall not prevent it, or feize upon it, 
with his fhielded men: nor caf a bank againft it; 
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raife a mount, in order to fix his batteries sates 
and play his artillery from, and fhoot his arrows. 
in to greater advantage. . ’ ae ae 
¥. 34. By the way that be came, by the fame foall 
he return, 8ec.] Without executing his defigns on 
Ferufalem, or other places ; he fhall lofe his labour, 
and make the beft of his way to his own country, 
without turning to the right or left, in order to dif-. 
turb other nations, and enlarge his kingdom, beir 
quite difpirited and confounded by what he fhall 
meet with: and /hall not come into this city, faith the 
Lord ; or, unto this city, as before ; which is repeated 
to confirm it, and to fhew the certainty of it, 

¥. 35. For I will defend this city to fave it, &c.} 
Or, /bield it; and if God will be the fhield and 
protection of any place or people, they muft needs 
be fafe ; who can hurt them? for my own fake, and 
for my fervant David's fake ; not for the merits of 
the inhabitants of it, but for the fake of his own 
name and glory, who had been blafphemed by the 
Afyrian monarch, and his general; and for the fake 
of his fervant David, in whofe feed he had pro- 
mifed the kingdom fhould be eftablithed ; fee 2 Sam. 
vii. 12—16. and chiefly for the fake of the Mei- 
fiah, David’s fon, and the Lord’s fervant, who 
was to {pring from Hezekiah’s race, and therefore - 
muft not be cut off. 

¥. 36. Then the angel of the Lord went forth, 
&c.] From heaven, at the command of the Lord, 
being one of his miniftring fpirits, fent forth by 
him, as for the protection of his people, fo for 
the deftruction of their enemies; this was the fame ~ 
night, either in which the Afyrian army fat down 
before Ferufalem, as fay the Fews*; or, however, 
the fame night in which the meffage was fent to 
Hezekiah ; fee 2 Kings xix. 35: and fmote in the 
camp of the Affyrians an hundred and fourfcore and 
five thoufand men, a prodigious flaughter indeed ! 
which fhows the power and ftrength of an angel. 
Fofephus ¥ fays they were {mitten with a peftilential 
difeafe ; but other Yewi/h writers fay it was by fire 
from heaven, which took away their lives, but did 
not confume their bodies, nor burn their clothes ; 
but be that as it will, deftroyed they were: aad 
when they arofe early in the morning , thofe ‘of the 
army that furvived ; Sennacherib, and his fervants 
about him; or Hezekiah, and the inhabitants of 
Ferufalem, that -were befieged: behold, they were 
all dead corpfes ; the whole army, excepting a few ; 
this may well be expreffed with a note of admira- 
tion, dehold! for a very wonderful thing it was. 

y. 37. So Sennacherib king of Affyria departed, and 
went, and returned, &c.| Being informed of the 
dettruction of his army in this miraculous manner, 
he departed from the place where he was in all 
hafte, fearing left he himfelf fhould be deftroyed . 
in like manner; and having no forces to puriue 
his defigns, or wherewith to make an attempt elfe- 
where, he made the beit of his way at once into 
his own country, whither he returned with great 


‘fhame and confufion : and dwelt at Nineveb 3 the 


metropolis of his kingdom; fee Gen, x» 11, 
¥. 38. And it came to pafs, as be was 
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called his idol Dagon, according to Hillerus, the 
word fignifies a prince; and with Vifringa, a king 
lifted wp, or glorious, and whom he takes to be 
the Affrian Belus, worfhipped in the form and habit 
of Mars: that Adramelech and Sharezer bis fons, 
finite him with ihe fword; the former of thefe had 
his name from an idol fo called, 2 Kings xvii. 31. 
which fignifies a glorious king ; and the other may 
fignify a prince of treafure. Yo/epbus fays they 
were his eldeft fons; what fhould move them to 
be guilty of this parricide, is not known. farchi 
fays that he prayed to his God, and vowed, if he 
would deliver him, that he might not be flain, he 
would offer up his two fons to him, who ftanding 
by, and hearing him, therefore flew him ; the rea- 
fon given for it in Todit i. 23. according to Mun- 
fiers edition is, that Sennacherid afked his coun- 
fellors and fenators, why the holy bleffed God was 
fo zealous for I/rael and Ferufalem, that an angel 
deftroyed the hoft of Pharaoh, and all the firft- 
born of Egypt, but the young men the Lord gave 
them, falvation was continually by their hands ; 
and his wife men and counfellors anfwered him, 
that Abraham the father of Jrae/ led forth his fon 
to flay him, that the Lord his God might be pro- 


CHAP. 


HIS chapter gives an account of Hezekiab’s 
ficknefs, recovery, and thank{giving on that 
account, His ficknefs, and the nature of it, and 
his preparation for it, as direCted to by the pro- 
phet, ¥, 1. his prayer to God upon it, ¥. 2, 3. 
the anfwer returned unto it, by which he is affured 
of living fifteen years more, and of the deliver- 
ance and protection of the city of Ferujalem from 
the Affyrians, ¥. 4, 5, 6. the token of his recovery, 
the fun going back ten.degrees on the dial of Abaz, 
x. 7, 8. awriting of Hezekiah’s upon his recovery, 
in commemoration of it, ¥. 9. in which he repre- 


“ fents the deplorable condition he had been in, the} 


terrible apprehenfions he had of things, efpecially 
of the wrath and fury of the Almighty, and_his 
forrowful and mournful complaints, ¥. 10, 11, 12, 
13, 14. he obferves his deliverance according to 
the word of God: expreflés his faith in it ; pro- 
~ mifes to retain a chearful fenfe of it; owning that 

it was by the promifes of God that he had lived 
as other faints did; and afcribes his prefervation 
from the grave to the love of God to him, of 
which the forgivenefs of his fins was an evidence, 
y. 15, 16, 17. the end of which falvation was, that 
he might praife the Lord, which he determined to 
do, on ftringed inftruments, ¥. 18, 19, 20. and 
the chapter is clofed with obferving the means of 
curing him of his boil ; and that it was at his re- 
queft that the fign of his recovery- was given 
him, y¥. 21, 22. 


y¥. 1. In thofe days was Hezekiah fick unto death, 
&c.] This was about the time that Sennacherib in- 
vaded Fudea, threatened Ferufalem with a fiege, and 
his army was deftroyed by an angel frorm heaven ; 
but whether it was before or after the deftruction 
of his army, interpreters are not agreed. Some of 

the Fewifh writers, as Farchi upon the place, and 
~~ others *, fay, it was three days before the ruin of 
~ Sennacherib’s army; and that it was on the third 
' day that Hezekiah recovered, and went up to the 
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pitious to him, and hence it is, he is fo zealous for 
his children, and_ has. executed vengeance on thy 
fervants; then faid the king, I will flay my two 
fons, by this means, perhaps he may be propitious 
to me, and help me; which word, when it came 
to Adramelech and Sharezer, they laid in wait for 
him, and killed him with the fword, at the time 
he went in to pray before Dagon his god: and they 
efcaped into the land of Armenia, or Ararat; on the 
mountains of which the ark’ refted, Gew. vili. 4. 
Both the Septuagint verfion, and Fofepous fay, it 
was Armenia into which he efcaped ,; and erom 
obferves, that Ararat is a champain country in 
Armenia, thro’ which the river Araxes flows, at 
the foot of mount Taurus, whither it is extended. 
The Targum calls it, the land of Kardw ; and the 
Syriac verfion, the land of the Keredeans, which 
alfo belonged to Armenia ; in thefe mountainous 
places they might think themfelves moft fate: «ad 
Efarbaddon his fon reigned in his jiead, whom ‘fo- 
Jephus calls Affaracheddas ; and in Péolemy’s Caron 
he is named Afaradinus, the fame, as tome think, 
whom the Greeks call Sardanapalus, in Tobit 1. 23. 
he is called Sarchedon, which fome take to be the 
fame with Sargon, If. xx. 1. 
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temple, that the deftruction was ; and that it was 
the firft day of the paffover; and that this was be- 
fore the city of Ferufalem was delivered from him; 
and the fears of him feem clear from y. 6. and 
fome are of opinion, that his ficknefs was occa- 
fioned by the confternation and terror he was thrown 
into, by reafon of the Arian army, which threat- 
ened ruin to him and his kingdom. Tho’ Yo/e- 
phus ® fays, that it was after his deliverance from 
it, and when he had given thanks to God for it 
however, it is certain it was in the fame year, fince 
it was in the fourteenth year of Hezekiah’s reign 
that Sexnacherib invaded ‘Judea, and from this his 
ficknefs and recovery fifteen years were added to 
his days, and he reigned no more than twenty- 
nine years, 2 Kings yiii. 2, 13. and xx. 6. what 
this ficknefs was, cannot be faid with certainty ; 
fome haye conjectured it to be the plague, fince he 
had a malignant ulcer, of which he was cured by 
a plaifter of figs ; but be it what it will, it was a 
deadly one in its own nature, it was a ficknefs unto 
death, a mortal one; tho’ it was not eventually fo, 
thro’ the interpofition of divine power, which pre- 
vented it. The reafon of this ficknefs, which 
Yarchi gives, that it was becaufe he did not take 
to himfelf a wife, is without foundation; more 
likely, the reafon of it was, to keep him humble, 
and that he might not be lifted up with the deli- 
verance, or be more thankful for it: and Iaiah 
the prophet, the fon of Amox, came unto him; not 
of his own accord to vifit him, but was fent by 
the Lord with a mefiage to him: and faid unto 
him, thus faith the Lord, fet thine boufe in order , 
or, give orders to thine houfe* , to the men of thine 
houfe, as the Targum; his domettics, his coun- 
fellors and courtiers, what they fhould do after his 
death ; how his perfonal eftate fhould be difpofed 
of ; how the throne fhould be filled up; who 
fhould fucceed him, fince he had no fon: the fa- 
mily and fecular affairs of men fhould be put in 
order, and direction given for the management of 

them, 
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them, and their fubftance and eftates fhould be dif- 
pofed of by will before their.death ; and much 
more a concern fhould be fhown for the fetting in 
order their {piritual affairs, or that they may be 
habitually ready for death and eternity : for thou 
foalt die, and not live, or not recover of thy ficknefs, 
as the Largum adds: for thou art a dead man, as 
it may be rendered, in all human appearance ; the 
difeafe being deadly, and of which. he could not 
recover by the help of any medicine; nothing but 
almighty power could fave him ; and this is faid, 
to obferve to him his danger, to give him the fen- 
tence of death in himfelf, and to fet him a pray- 
ing, as it did. 


¥. 2. Then Hezekiah turned his face to the wall, 


&c.] Not figuratively to the wall of his heart, as 
Ferom ; but literally, either to the wall of his bed- 
chamber where he lay fick, that his tears might 
not be feen, and his prayers interrupted, and that 
he might deliver them with more privacy, free- 
dom, and fervency ;,or elfe to the. wall of the 
temple, as the Targum, towards which good men 
ufed to look when they prayed, 1 Kings viii. 38. 
Dan. vi. 10. which was a type of Chrift,'to whom 
we fhould have refpeét in all -our petitions, as be- 
ing the only Mediator between God and man: and 
prayed unto the Lord; as follows, 

¥. 3. And faid, remember now, O Lord, I befeech 
thee, &c.] He puts the Lord in mind of his good 
walk and works, which are never forgotten by him, 
tho’ they may feem to be: and this he the rather 
did, becaufe it might be thought that he had been 
guilty of fome very enormous crime, which he 
was not con{fcious to himfelf he had; it being un- 
ufual to cut men off in the prime of their days, 
but in fuch a cafe: how I have walked before thee 
in truth, and with a perfe? heart, or rather, that 
I have walked before thee, as Noldius, fince the man- 
ner of walking is declared in exprefs terms; fo the 
Targum, Syriac, and Arabic verfions, and others ; 
that the courfe of his life in the fight of God, hav- 
ing the fear of him upon his heart, and before his 
eyes, was according to the truth of his word, in- 
ftitutions, and appointments; that he walked in 
all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord, 
and in the fincerity, integrity, and uprightnefs of 
his foul ; and however imperfect his fervices were, 
as no man fo walks as to be free from fin, yet he 
was fincere and without diffimulation in the per- 
formance of them; his intentions were upright, his 
views were purely to the glory of God: and have 
done that which is good in thy fight ; agreeable both 
to the moral and ceremonial law, in his own pri- 
vate and perfonal capacity as a man, ‘in the admi- 
niftration of juftice In his government as a king ; 
and particularly in reformmg the nation; in de- 
ftroying idols, and idol-worfhip; in breaking in 
pieces the brazen ferpent, when ufed to idolatrous 
purpofes ; and in fetting up. the pure-worfhip of 
God, and his ordinances; and which he does not 
plead as meritorious, but mentions as well’ pleafing 
to God, which he gracioufly accepts of, and en- 
courages. with promifes of ‘reward: amd Hezekiah 
wept fore, not only becaufe of his death, the news 
of which might be fhocking to nature; but becaufe 
of the diftreffed condition the nation would be in; 
having now the Afyrian army in it, or at leaft not 
wholly free from fears, by reafon of that monarch; 
and befides, had no -fon to’ fucceed him in the 
throne, and fo difficulties and troubles might arife 
within themfelves about a fucceffor; and it may 
be, what troubledyhim moft of all was,. that dy- 
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‘the Mefiiah could not fpring - 
from his feed.’ Paes Ae on ‘- | 


¥. 4. Then came the word of the Lord to Vaia 
&c.] Before he had got out into the middle cou 
2 Kings xx. 4: faying, as follows; ~~ 7" 

¥. 5. Go and fay to Hezekiah, &c.] Ea, ang 
and tell him, 2 Kings xx. 5: thus feith thé Lord the 
God of David thy father , this is faid, to fhev that 
he remembered the covenant he made with David 
his father, concerning the kingdom, and 


e fi 


ceffion of his children in it; and that he had @ re 
gard to him, ‘as walking in his fteps : Thave beard 
thy prayer ; and therefore was not furely’a’ ; 


one, as Luther fomewhere calls it, ‘fince” it was 
heard and anfwered fo quickly: J have Jeen thy 
tears; which he fhed in prayer, and fo ftudioufly 
concealed from others, wheh he turned his face “to 
the wall: behold, I will add unto thy days fifteen 
years, that is, to the days he had lived already, 
and beyond which it was not probable, according 
to the nature of his difeafe, he could live; and be- 
fides, he had the fentence of death pronounced on 
him, and had it within himfelf, nor did he pray 
for his life; fo that thefe fifteen years’ were over 
and above what he could or did expeét to. live ; 
and becaufe it was unufual in fuch a cafe, and after 
fuch a declaration made, that a man fhould live, 
and efpecially fo long a time after, it is ufhered in 
with a dehold, as a note of admiration ; it being a 
thing unheard of, and unprecedented, and entirely 
the Lord’s doing, and which, no doubt, was mar- 
vellous in the eyes of the king, = © 7 

y. 6. And I will deliver thee and this city out of 
the hand of the king of Affyria, &c.| So that it 
feems that Hezekiah’s ficknefs was whilft the king 
of Afyria was near the city of Ferufalem, and about 
to befiege it, and before the deftruétion of the 4/- 
jyrian army ; unlefs this is faid to fecure Hezekiah 
and the inhabitants of Yerufalem from all fears of 
a return of that king, to give them frefh’ trouble : 
and I will defend this city; from the prefent’ fie 
laid to it, ruin threatened it, or from any" ficatke 
upon it, by the Affrian monarch, 

y. 7. And this fhall’ be a fign unto thee from the 
Lord, &c.] And which it feems Hezekiah afked, 
and it was put to him, which he would ‘chufe, 
whether the fhadow on the fun-dial fhould go for- 
ward or backward ten degrees, and he chofé the 
latter, 2 Kings xx. 8—11. which was a token con- 


firming and affuring, that the Lord will do this 


thing that he hath [poken ; recover Hezekiah from 
his ficknefs, fo that on the third day he thould ¢ 
up to the temple; have fifteen years added skis 
days; and the city of erufalem protected from the 
attempts of the 4/yrian monarch. neh ie 
y. 8. Bebold, I will bring again the, Q 
degrees, &cc.] Or lines made‘on a dial-plat 
fhew.the progrefs of the fun, and what time’ of'¢ 
it was. Some think only the fhadow was brought 
back by the power of God, the fun keepit 
courfe as ufual; but in the next claufe the 
exprefsly faid to return tén ‘degrees : befide: 
not eafy to conceive how the fhadow of the fur 
fhould go back, unlefs the fun itfelf did; if it ha 
been only the fhadow of it on Abaz’s dial, it woul 
not have fallen under the notice of other 1 
or have been the fubjeét of their enquiry; as it 
was of the Babylonians, 2 Chron. xxxii. 31: which — 
is gone down on the fun-dial of Abaz, the firft fan= 
dial we read of ; and. tho’ there 1 +t 
at this time, yet the lines or 
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" king’s bed-chamber, and to which he could look 


out, at, and fee the wonder himfelf, the fhadow to 


return, ten degrees backward; what thofe degrees, 
Jines, or marks on the dial fhewed, is not certain. 
The Tergum makes them to be hours, paraphrafing 
the words thus; ‘* behold, I will bring again the 
“< fhadow of the ftone of hours, by which the fun 
*< is gone down on the dial of Abaz, backwards 
** ten degrees ; and the fun returned ten hours on 
“< the figure of the ftone of hours, in which it 
‘«¢ went down ;” but others think they pointed out 
half-hours ; and others but quarters of hours; but 
be it which it will, it matters not; the miracle was 
the fame: 0 the fun returned ten degrees, by. which 
degrees it wes gone down, and fo this day was lon- 
ger by thefe degrees than a common day, be they 
what they will, and according as we fuppofe the 
fun went back, fuddenly, or as it ufually moved, 
tho’ in a retrograde way, and made the fame pro- 

refs again thro’ thefe degrees. The ews have a 
fable, that the day king daz died was fhortened 
ten hours, and now lengthened the fame at this 
feafon, which brought time right again. Accord- 
ing to Gufetius, thefe were not degrees or marks 
on a fun-dial; to know the time of day, for this 
was a later invention, afcribed to Anaximenes, a 
difciple of Anaximander *, 200 years after this; but 
were fteps or ftairs built by dbaz, to go up from 
the ground to the roof of the houfe, on the out- 
fide of it, and which might confift of twenty fteps 
or more; and on which the fun caft a fhadow all 
hours of the day, and this declined ten of thefe 
fteps, which might be at the window of Hezekiah’s 
bed-chamber. Vid. Comment. Ebr. p, 606. 

¥. g. The writing of Hezekiab king of Fudab, 
&c.] The Septuagint and Arabic verfions call it, 
a@ prayer ; but the Targum much better, “ a wri- 
** ting of confeffion ;”’ in which the king owns 
his murmurings and complaints under his afflic- 
tion, and acknowledges the goodnefs of God in 
delivering him out of it: this he put into writing, 
as a memorial of it, for his own benefit, and for 


the good of pofterity; very probably he carried. 


this with him to the temple, whither he went on 
the third day of his illnefs, and hung it up in 
fome proper place, that it might be read by all, 
and be fung by the priefts and the Levites ; and 
the prophet J/aiah has thought fit to give it a place 

_among his prophecies, that it might be tranfmit- 
ted to future ages : when be had been fick, and was 
recovered of his ficknefs; or, on his being fick* ; on 
his ficknefs and recovery, which were the fubject- 
matter-of his writing, as the following fhew; tho’ 
it is true alfo of the time of writing it, which was 
after he had been ill, and was well again. 

y. 10. I faid in the cutting off of my days, &c.] 
When he was told that he fhould die, and he be- 
lieved he fhould ; this he calls a cutting off, in al- 
lufion to the weaver’s web, ¥. 12. and a cutting 
off bis days, he being now in the prime of his 
age, about 39 or 40 years of age, and not ar- 
rived to the common period of life, and to which, 
according to his conftitution, and the courfe 
of nature, he might have attained. The Jews 


4 Plin. Nat. Hift. 1.2. ¢. 76. 
vifitatus fam, cum adhuc fupereffent anni. Tigurine verfion. 


£ wmbna, in xgrotando ipfum, Montanus. 
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call fuch a death a cutting off, that is, by the 
hand of God, which is before a man is fifty years 
of age. The / > Latin verfion is, iz the midft 
of my days ; as it Was, according to the common 
term of life, being threefcore and ten, and at moft 
eighty, Pf xc. 10: I fhall go to the gates of the 
§rave; and enter there into the houfe appointed 
for all living, which he faw were open for him, 
and ready to receive him: I am deprived of the re- 
Jidue of my days; the other thirty or forty years 
which he might expect to have lived, according to 
the courfe of nature; of thefe he was bereaved, 
according to the fentence of death he now had in 
him: what if the words were rendered? I am vi- 
fited with more of my years‘; and {0 the fenfe be, 
when I was apprehenfive that I was juft going to 
be cut off, and to be deprived of the days and 
years I might have lived, and hoped I fhould, to 
the glory of God, and the good of my fubjects ; 
juft when I faw it was all over with me, I had a 
gracious vifit or meflage from the Lord, affuring 
me that fifteen years fhould be added to my life: 
and fo this is mentioned as a fingular inftance of 
divine goodnefs, in the midft of his diftrefs ; and 
to this fenfe the Targum agrees, ‘‘ becaufe he re- 
*¢ membered me for good, an addition was made 
s* to my years,” 

y. 11. I faid, I fhall not fee the Lord, even the 
Lord in the land of the living, &c.| Not any more, 
in this world, though in the other, and that more 
clearly, even face to face: his meaning is, that he 
fhould no more fee him in the glafs of the word; 
no more praife him in his houfe; worfhip him in 
the temple ; enjoy him in his ordinances ; and fee 
his beauty, power, and glory in the fanctuary; and 
confefs unto him, and praife his name *. The 
Targum is, ** I fhall no more appear before the 
‘¢ face of the Lord in the land of the houfe of his 
“¢ Shekinah, in which is length of life; and I fhall 
*¢ no more ferve him in the houfe of the fanc- 
“ tuary.” In the Hebrew text it is, I /ball not fee 
Fah, Fab, a word, the fame with Jehovah ; and is 
repeated, to fhow the vehemency of his affection 
for the Lord, and his ardent defire of communion 
with him: unlefs it fhould be rendered, J fall not 
fee the Lord's Lord in the land of the living*; or 
the Lord’s Chrift in the flefh: J shall behold man 
no more with the inhabitants of the world; or time i; 
of this fading tranfitory world, which will quickly 
ceafe, as the word for it fignifies: next to God, 
his concern was, that he fhould no more enjoy 
the company of men, of his fubjects, of his cour- 
tiers, of his relations, companions, and acquain- 
tance ; particularly of the faints, the excellent in 
the earth. 

¥. 12. Mine age is departed, and is removed fram 
me as a foepherd’s tent, &c.| Or, my habitation * ; 
meaning the earthly houfe of his tabernacle, his 
body ; this was juft going, in his apprehenfion, 
to be unpinned, and removed like a fhepherd’s 
tent, that is eafily taken down, and removed from 
place to place. Some underftand it of the men of 
his age or generation ; fo the Targum, ** from the 
“* children of my generation my days are taken 

away ; 
Csmie an Ap, 
$ Ben Melech obferves, that feeing or appearing before the 


Creator, fignifies confeflion and praife-before him, and confideration of bis ways ; and this fenfe of the words, he fays, R. Saadiah 


gives. 


ar) Pl TINIAN ps, exits & un sow To cwrngior ve Qe, Sept. non videbo Jah Jah, Montanus, Vatablus. 
i Sear ney, cum habitatoribus temporis, Montanus. So Ben Melech explains it; and which will quickly ceafe. 


Son, 


mundus, tempus cito definens — bn, prodit mundi ceffabilitatem, quatenus eft collectio rerum pereuntium, Guffet. Ebr. Com- 


ment. p. 242. cum habitatoribus terre ceffationis, Vitringa. 


Vaud, Ne. 7: 


* yy)"7, habitatio mea, Vatablus, Junius & Tremellius, 


Ffif 


frequently were, 
fed, were foon, 


carried elfewhere: J have cut off like a weaver my 
life ; who, when he has finifhed his web, or a part 
of it, as he pleafes, cuts it off from the loom, and 
difpofes of it: this Hezekiah afcribes to himfelf, 
either that by reafon of his fins and tranfgreffions 
he was the caufe of his being taken away by death 
fo foon; or this was the thought. he had within 
himfelf, that his life would now be cut off, as the 
weaver’s web from the loom; for otherwife he 
knew that it was the Lord that would do it, when- 
ever it was, asin the next claufe: se will cut me 
off with pining fickne/s ; which was now upon him, 
wafting and confuming him apace: or, will cut 
me off from the thrum'; keeping on the metaphor 
of the weaver cutting off his web from the thrum, 
faftened to the beam of his loom: from day even to 
night wilt thou make an end of me, he means the 
Lord’ by 4e in the preceding claufe, and in this 
he addreffes him ; fignifying that the affliction was 
fo fharp and heavy upon him, awhilich was the firft 
day of it, that he did not expect to live till night, 
but that God would put a period to his days, fill 
them up, and finifh his life, and difpatch him out 
of this world. 

y¥. 13. I reckoned till morning, &c.| Or, I fet 
my time ¢i/] the morning” ; he fixed and fettled it 
in his mind, that he could live no longer than to 
the morning, if he lived fo long; he thought he 
fhould have died before the night came on, and 
now it was come, the utmoft he could propofe to 
himfelf, was to live till morning ; that was the 
longeft time he could reckon of. According to 
the accents, it fhould be rendered, I reckoned till 
morning as a lion; or, I am like until the morning as 
a lion; or, I likened until the morning (God) as a 
lion; I compared him to one; which agrees with 
what follows. The Targum is, “ I. roared until 
*¢ morning, as a lion roars ;” thro’ the force of 
the difeafe, and the pain he was in: or rather, ‘* I 
‘© laid my bones together until the morning as a 
** lion ; fo indeed as a lion God hath broken all my 
** bones" :” fo will he break all my bones or, it 
will break; that is, the ficknefs, as Kimchi and 
Farchi ; it lay in his bones, and fo violent was the 
pain, that he thought all his bones were breaking 
in pieces ; fuch is the cafe in burning fevers, as 
Ferom obferves ; fo Kimchi interprets it of a burn- 
ing fever, which is like a fire in the bones. Some 
underftand this of God himfelf, to which our ver- 
fion directs, who may be faid to do this by the 


difeafe : compare with this od xvi. 11—14. and | ¢ 


to this fenfe the following claufe inclines: from day 
even to night wilt thou make an end of me; he lived 
till morning, which was more than he expected, 
and was the longeft time he could fet himfelf; and 
now he reckoned that before night it would be all 
over with him as to this world. This was the fe- 
cond day of his illnefs; and the third day he re- 
covered, and went to the temple with his fong of 
praife. 

¥. 14. Like a crane, or a fwallow, fo did I chat- 
ter, &c.J] Rather, “ke a crane and a fwallow, like 


: ys. Sob. a liciis refeétarus eft me, Pifcators; a primis filis refecat mé, Vitringa. 2 Tas a 
ilatui, ve/ potui ufque ad mane, Vagninus, Montanus; conftitui ruxfum terminum ufque mane, Vatablus, 
© So it is faid in the Talmud, Reth;Lakith cried like a c 


de ‘Accent. Heb.’ p. arr. 
P Opprimit me, /ud. infirmitas, vel morbus, Manfter, 
reus {umm injultitie, /pomde pro me, Eby. Comment. p- 654. 


folded up, and | 


when the pain was very 
fometimes very low, th 


groans and cries; at leaft were not’ 
orderly, but interrupted, and fcarcé ‘in 
like the chattering of the birds ae hdd 
mourn as a dove; filently and patiently, Wi nhim- 
felf, for his fins and tranfgreffions ; and *becauie of 
his afflictions, the fruit of them: mine Lote 
with looking upwards or, on high ; or as the 
tuagint and Arabic verfions exprefs it, 70: thé be. 
of heaven to the Lord there, whofe Shekinah, as 
the Targum, is in the higheft heavens : inh | 
{trefs he looked up to heaven for help, but no 
came ; he looked and waited till his eyes were weak 
with looking, and he could look no longer 5 both 
his eyes and his heart failed him, and he defpaired 
of relief ; and the prayer he put up, was, as’ fol- 
lows: O Lord, I am oppreffed, undertake for me 
or, it oppreffeth me? that is, the difeafe; it lay fo 
heavy upon him, it bore him down with the wéight 
of it, he could not ftand up under it; it “had 
feized him, and crufhed him; it held’ him faft, 
and he could not get clear of it; ‘and therefote 
entreats the Lord to undertake for him, to be’ his 
furety for good, as in Pf. cxix. 122. he reprefents 
his difeafe as a bailiff that had arrefted him, and 
was carrying him to the prifon of the grave ; and 
therefore prays that the Lord would bail*him,’ or 
refcue him out of his hands, that he might not 
go down to the gates of the grave. So fouls op- 
preffed with the guilt of fin, and having “feartul 
apprehenfions of divine juftice, fhould apply to 
Chrift their furety, and take refuge in his undér- 
takings, where only peace and fafety are tobe en- 
joyed. So Guffetius renders the words, 7 bave'wn- 
righteoufnefs, be furety for me; and takes them to 
be a confeffion of Hezekiah, acknowledging him- 
felf guilty of unrighteoufnefs, praying and looking 
to Chrift the Son of God, and to his futretythip- 
engagements, who tho’ not yet come to fulfil them, 
certainly would. — 

y. 15. What foall I fay? &c.] In a way Of praife 
and thankfulnefs, for the mercies promifed and re- 
ceived ; I know not what to fay ;. I want words to 
exprefs the gratitude of my heart, for the kindnefs 
beftowed. What fhall I render to God for all his 
benefits ? So the Targum, ‘‘ what praife fhall I ut- 
“ ter, and I will fay it before him ?” for an. 
gins the account of his recovery, and his thankf- 


fage by the prophet, and affured 
fhould recover, and on the third da 
temple ; and now he had pcHOaRIn Ww 
promifed, he was reftored, and was com 
houfe of God with his thank-offering 
the Lord fays he does, what he pron 
to pafs: J fball go foftly all my years in 
of my foul; béfore he did not reckon 
live, now he fpeaks of his years, hay 
added to his days, during which time 
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gofoftly, in a thoughtful meditating frame of mind’; 
t tly calling to rememberance, and revolving 
in his mind his bitter affli@tion, and recovery out 
of it, acknowledging ‘the goodnefs ‘and kindnefs 


of Godunto him: or leifurely, /tep dy ftep, with- | 


out fear of any.enemies, dangers, or death, having 
a promife of {uch a length of time to.live : or go 
pleafantly and chearfully, after the bitternefs of my 
foul *, as it may be rendered; that is, after it is 
over, or becaufe of deliverance from it. So the 
Targum, with what fhall I ferve him, and ren- 
«¢ der to him for all the years he hath added to 
‘* my life, and hath delivered me from the bitter- 
“¢ nefs of my foul °” 

y..16. O Lord, by thefe things men live, &c.] 
Not by bread only, but by the word of God; by 
the promife of God, and by his power performing 
it; and by his favour and goodnefs continually be- 
ftowed ; it is in him, and by his power and provi- 
dence, that they live and move, and have their 
being, and. the continuance of it; and it is his 
loving kindnefs manifefted to them, that makes 
them live comfortably, and go on chearfully : and 
in all thefe things is the life of my fpirit,; what kept 
his foul in life were the fame things, the promife, 
power, and providence of God ; what revived his 
{pirit, and made him comfortable and chearful, 
was the wonderful love, and great goodnefs of God 
unto him, in appearing to him, and for him, and 
delivering him out of his fore troubles. Ben Me- 
Jech renders and gives the. fenfe of the words thus; 
to all will I declare and fay, that zz ¢hefe, in the 
years of addition (the fifteen years added to his 
days).are the life of my fpirit; {fo Kimchi. The 
Targum interprets it of the refurrection of the dead, 
«¢ OQ Lord, concerning all the dead, thou hait faid, 
‘* that thou wilt quicken them ; and before them 
*¢ all thou haft quickened my fpirit :” /o wilt thou 
recover me, and make me to live; or rather, and or 
for thou baft recovered‘ me, and made me to live , 
for the Lord had not only promifed it, but he had 
done it, y. 15. and fo the Zargum, ‘ and haft 
“< quickened me,, and fuftained me.” 

y.17. Bebold, for peace I had great bitterne/s, 
&c.] Meaning not that inftead of peace and pro- 
fperity, which he expected would enfue upon the 
deftruction of Sennacherib’s army, came a bitter 
affliction upon him; for he is not now dwelling on 
that melancholy fubject ; but rather the fenfe is, 
that he now enjoyed great peace and happineis, 
tho’ he had been in great bitternefs ; for the words 
may be rendered, debold, 1 am in peace, I had great 
bitterne/s or thus, behold my great bitterne/s is unto 
peace; or, be has turned it into peace“; it has iffued 
in it, and this is my prefent comfortable fituation : 
but, or rather, and thou hajt in love to my foul ce- 
livered it from the pit of corruption; the grave, 
where bodies rot and corrupt, and are quite abo- 
lifhed, as the word fignifies; fee P/ xxx. 3. or, 
thou hajt embraced my foul from the pit of corruption’; 
it feems to be an allufion to a tender parent, feeing 
his child finking in a pit, runs with open arms to 

him, and embraces him, and takes him out. This 
may be applied to a ftate of nature, out of which 
the Lord in love delivers his peoples which is fig- 
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nified by a pit, or dark dungeon, a lonely place, 
a filthy one, very’ uncomfortable, where they. are 
ftarving and famifhing 3a pit, wherein is no water, 
Zech, ix. 11, and may fitly be called:a pit of cor- 
ruption, becaufe of their corrupt nature, eftate, and 
actions ; out of this the Lord brings his people at 
converfion, and that becaufe of his: great love to 
their fouls, and his delight in them or it may be 
applied to their deliverance from the bottomlefs pit 
of deftruction, which is owing to the Lord’s being 
gracious to them, and having found a ranfom for 
them, his own fon, Fob, xxxiii. 24, and to this 
fenfe the Septuagint, Vulgate Latin, and Arabic ver> 
fions feem to incline; for thou bajt delivered my foul 
that it might not perifo: in love to their fouls, and 
that they may not perifh, he binds them up. in 
the bundle of life, with the Lord their God ; he 
redeems their fouls from fin, fatan, and the Jaw ; 
he regenerates, renews, and converts them, and 
preferves them fafe to his everlafting kingdom and 
glory; in order to which, and to prevent. their 
going down to the pit, they are put into the hands 
of Chrift, redeemed by his precious blood, and are 
turned out of the broad road that leads to de- 
ftruction : for thou haft caft all my fins behind tby 
back ; as loathfome and abominable, and fo as not 
to be feen by him; for tho’ God fees all the fins of 
his people with his eye of omnifcience, and in his 
providence takes notice of them, and chaftizes for 
them, yet not with his eye of avenging juftice; 
becaufe Chrift has took thern on himfelf, and made 
fatisfaction for them, and an end of them; they 
are removed’from them as far as the eaft is from 
the weft, and no more to be feen upon them ; nor 
will they be any more fet before his face, or in the 
light of his countenance ; but as they are out of 
fight, they will be out of mind, never more re- 
membered, but forgotten ; as what is caft behind 
the back is feen and remembered no more. The 
phrafe is expreffive of the full forgivenefs of fins, 
even of all fins; fee Pf. Ixxxv. 2, and ciii. 3, 4. 
the objeét of God’s love is the /ouls of his people; 
the inftance of it is the delivery of them from the 
pit of corruption; the evidence of it is the pardon 

of their fins. 
¥. 18. For the grave cannot praife thee, death can- 
not celebrate thee, &c.) ‘That is, they that are in 
the grave, and under the power of death, they 
cannot celebrate the praifes of God, with their 
bodily organs; their fouls may praife him in hea- 
ven, but they in their bodies cannot till the refur- 
rection-morn, or as long as they are under the do- 
minion of the grave; fo the Targum, ‘* they that 
‘* are in the grave cannot confeis before thee, and 
“© the dead cannot praife thee ;” in Jike manner 
the Septuagint and Arabic verfions: this fhews the 
defign of God in reftoring him from his ficknefs, 
and the view he himfelf had in defiring life, which 
was to praife the Lord ; and which end could not 
have been anfwered had he died; and been laid in 
the grave: they that go down to the pit cannot hope 
for thy truth, for the performance of promifes, in 
which the truth and faithfulnefs of God appear; or 
for the Meffiah, the truth of all the types of the 
former difpenfation ; thofe that go down to the pit 
of 


‘=""IN motitando meditabor, Tigurine verfion; leniter, vel pedetentim incedam, Vatablus ; alacriter incedam, Pifcator, 


Vitringa. $55 y polt amaritudinem, Pifcator. 


t So Gataker. 


a so >RmM. Abendana after Jofeph Kimchi 


interprets it of changing bitternefs into peace ; he obferves in the phrafe 4/5 % “I mibw, that the firft "$9 fignifies change 
- ‘or permatation, a3 in Jer. xlviii. 11. and the fecond, bitternefs ; and that the fenfe is this, behold, into peace he hath changed my 


~ bitternefs, that is, the biternefs and diflreis which | had, he hath changed into peace. 
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73 MM & tu amplexus es amore animam meam a fovea abolitionis, Montanus; tu vero propenfo amore complexus es ani- 
mam meam, Pifcator; tu tenero amore complexus dnimam meam, Vitringa. 
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of the grave, or are carried and laid there, can 
have no exercife of faith and hope concerning thefe 
things. : 
y¥. 19. The living, the living, be foall praife thee, 
as I do this day, &c.] Every one of the living, 
or fuch who are both corporally and fpiritually 
alive; and therefore the word is repeated, none 
but fuch who are alive in a corporal fénfe can praife 
the Lord in this world; and none but fuch who are 
fpiritually alive can praife him aright, and fuch do 
under a true fenfe of the greatneis of his mercies, 
and of their own unworthinefs; and fuch an one 
was Hezekiah ; for the words may be rendered, as 
Iam this day*; that is, alive in both the above 
fenfes; and fo did he praife God,-in fuch a fpi- 
ritual manner, even on the day he committed this 
to writing, and was now in the temple offering up 
this thankfgiving: the father to the children fhall 
make known thy truth; not meaning himfelf, for 
at this time he had no children; tho’ no doubt 
when he had any, as he afterwards had, particu- 
larly Manajfeb, he took care to acquaint him with 
the truth and faithfulnefs of God in the fulfilling 
of his promifes to him; and which every religious 
parent would do, and fo tranfinit the memory 
thereof to future ages. 

¥. 20. The Lord was ready to fave me, &c.] Or, 
the Lord to fave me’; he was at hand to fave 
him ; he was both able and willing to fave him; 
he was a prefent help in time of need ; he arofe for 
his help, and that right early; he very quickly 
delivered him out of his diftrefs ; he who one day 
expected death every moment, was the next day 
in the temple praifing God: therefore will we fing 
my fongs ; which were made by him, or coricerning 
him, or which he ordered to be fung, as he did 
the Pfalms of David, 2 Chron. xxix. 30: to the 
Stringed inftruments ; which were touched with the 
fingers, or ftruck with a quill or bow; which di- 
ftinguifhes them from wind-inftruments, which 
were blown with the mouth ; each of thefe were 


ufed in the temple-fervice: all the days of our lifes} 


he had before faid, we will fing, meaning his fa- 
mily, and his friends with him, his courtiers, prin- 


ces, and nobles, or he and the fingers of J/rael; | 


and this he determined to do as long as he and 
they lived; fignifying that the mercy granted would 
never be forgotten by him, as well as there would 


CHAP. 


HIS chapter gives an account of Hezekiah’s | 
fall into fin after his recovery, and the cor-' 
The king of Babylon fent, 
meflengers to him to congratulate him upon his re- | 
covery, ¥.1. Hezekiah received them with great joy, 
and in the pride of his heart fhewed them all his| 
treafures, ¥. 2. J/aiab the prophet examined him 
about it, which he readily owned, ¥. 3, 4. upon | 
which the Badylonifh captivity is foretold, when all ' 


rection he had for it. 


his riches and his children too fhould be carried 
into that land, ¥. 5, 6, 7. to which fentence he 
quietly and patiently fubmitted, y. 8. 

¥.1. At that time Merodach-Baladan the fon of 
Baladan, king of Babylon, &c.| The fame is called 
Berodach, 2 Kings xx. 12. which according to Hiil- 
lerus *, is the fame with Bar-Merodach, the fon of 


© iol) oD qualis ego fum hodie, Syr. 


eft ad falvandum me, Cocceius, Vitringa. 
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be new mercies every day, which would call for — 
praife and thankfulnefS : and this he propofed to 
do, in the houfe of the Lordy in the temple ; not 
only privately, but publickly ; not in his clofet and 
family only, but in the congregation of the people; 
that the goodnefs of God to him might be more 
known, and the praife and glory given him be the 
greater. Cea 

y. 21. For Iaiab had faid, &c.}\ Before the 
above writing was made, which ends in, the 
ceding verfe; for this and the following are. 
by J/aiah, or fome other perfon, taken out of 
2 Kings xx. 7, 8. The Septuagint verfion adds, to 
Hezekiah ; but the fpeech feerns rather direéted to 
fome of his fervants, or thofe that were about him: 
let them take a lump of figs, and lay it for a plaifter 
upon the boil, and he fhall recover ; which was done, 
and he did accordingly recover. Aben Exra, Far- 
chi, and Kimchi, all of them fay, that this was a 
miracle within a miracle, fince figs are hurtful to 
ulcers ; and fo fay others; tho’ it is obferved by 
fome, that they are ufeful for the ripening and 
breaking of ulcers ; however, it was not from the 
natural force of thefe figs, but by the power of 
God that this cure was effected; for without that, 
it was impoflible, fo malignant an ulcer, and fo 
deadly a ficknefS as Hezekiah’s were, could have 
been cured, and efpecially fo fuddenly ; nor were 
thefe figs ufed as a medicine, but as a fign of re- 
covery, according to the Lord’s promife, and as a 
means of affifting Hezekiah’s faith in it. 

¥.22. Hezekiah alfo bad faid, &c.| Unto Teiab, 
as in 2 Kings xx. 8: what is the fign that I foail go 
up to the boufe of the Lord? both of his health, 
and of his going up to the temple with thankfsiving 
for it; tho’ the former is not here mentioned, as it 
is elfewhere ; partly becaufe it is fuppofed in the 
latter, for without that he could not have gone up 
to the temple; and partly becaufe he was more fo- 
licitous for the worfhip and honour of God in his 
houfe, than for his health. The Syriac. verfion 
tranfpofes thefe verfes, Hezekiah had faid, what is 
the fign? 8c. and Ifaiah had anfwered, let them 
take a lump of figs, &c. as if this latter was the ~ 
fign ; whereas it was that of the fiin’s going down 
ten degrees on the dial of Abaz, y. 7, 8. fee the 
notes there. 


XXXIX. 


Merodach , tho’ it is generally took to be a flip of 
the fcribes there, or a change of letter, as is com- 
mon in names; he was either afterwards made a. 
god of, or he had his name from an idol of the 
Babylonians fo called, Yer. 1. 1. which fignifies 2 
pure Lord. ‘Ferom obferves it, as the opinion of 
the Fews, that he was the father of Nebuchaduez- 
zar, which is not probable. Kimchi takes him to ~ 
be the fame with E/arhaddon, the fon of Senna- 
cherib, but he was king of Affria, not of Babylon ; 
it is moft likely that he is the Afpriew king, whon 
Ptolemy in his Canon calls Mardocempad ; his othe: 
name Baladan, which is compounded of two words, 
Bal and Adan, and both of them Pee he 
es from his father, for he is bree - 
Baladan, by Fofephus *he is called Baladas, who _ 
fays that Berojus the Chaldean makes mention of a 


fervandum me, Montanus s 
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king of Babylon by this name. Bifhop Ufher > thinks 
he is the fame that is called by prophane writers 
Belefis, and Beleffus, and Nabonafarus; his name 
confifts of the names of three idols, Merodach an 


idol of the Babylonians, as before obferved, and |. 


Bal the contraction of Baal, and Adan the fame 
with Adonis: he jent letters and a prefent to Heze- 
kiabh , by his embafiadors, which was always ufual 
in embaffies and vifits, and ftill is in the eaftern 
countries ;, the purport of which embafly was to 
congratulate him upon his recovery, and to en- 
quire concerning the miracle that was wrought in 
his land; either the deftruction of the Afyrian army 
in one night by an angel, or rather the fun’s going 
back ten degrees, 2 Chron. xxxii. 31. and ‘as Jo- 
Jephus © fays, to enter into an alliance with him; 
and this feems to be the true reafon of fending thefe 
embafladors ; for the king of Babylon had lately 
falien off from the Affyrian monarch, and therefore 
was defirous of entering into a league with Heze- 
kiab the king of Afyria’s enemy, in order to 
ftrengthen himfelf againft him, and fecure his li- 
berty he had juft regained: for he had heard that 
he had been fick, and was recovered; which both 
gives a reafon of the embaffy, and points at the 
time when it was; very probably the fame year of 
his ficknefs and recovery. 
¥.2. And Hezekiah was glad of them, &c.] Not 
of the prefents, for he was very rich, and ftood in 
no need of them, nor does it appear that he was 
coyetous; but of the embaffadors, and of the ho- 
nour that was done him in having fuch fent to him 
from fuch a prince, his fin was vaih-glory ; and 
becaufe he might hope that fuch a powerful ally 
would be a fecurity to him againft any after-attempt 
of the king of Afyria, in which he was guilty of 
another fin, vain confidence, or trufting in an arm 
of flefh; and being lifted up with pride that his 
name was become fo famous abroad, and that he 
had got fo good anally: and in order to ingratiate 
himfelf the more into his efteem and favour, he 
foewed thefe his embafladors, the boufe of bis pre- 
cious things ; where his jewels and precious ftones 
lay, and where were, the filver, and the gold; large 
quantities of it; not only which he and his pre- 
deceflors had laid up, ‘which had been very lately 
greatly exhaufted by the demand of three hundred 
talents of filver, and thirty talents of gold, by the 
king of Afjria; to anfwer which Hezekiah had 
given all the filver in the temple, and in the trea- 
fures of the king’s houfe, and was fo drove by ne- 
ceffity, ‘that he cut off the gold from the doors 
and pillars of the temple, 2 Kings xviii. 14, 15, 16. 
fo that it might be reafonable to afk, how came he 
fo foon by all this treafure? it is poffible that fome 
part of the royal treafure might be unalienable, and 
he might have fince received prefents from his. own 
nobles, and from foreign princes; but this was 
chiefly from the fpoils found in the Afjrien camp, 
after the angel had made‘fuch’a laughter of them, 
2 Kings xix. 35. as @ learfed * man obferves: and 
the fpices, and precious ointment ; which, ‘as Farchi 
notes, fome fay were oil of ‘olives ; others, the 
balfam which grew in Fericho; great quantities of 
“this, with other fpices, ‘were ‘laid in ftore for 
ufe, as occafion fhould require: # all the bhoufe 
of bis armour; where were all‘his military ftores, 
fhields, fwords, fpears, “arrows, €%c. and all that 
was found in bis treafures, in-other places: there 
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¥. 6. Behold, the days come, &c.] Or, are com- 
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was nothing in his bonfe, in his royal palace: nor 
in all bis dominion, that was rare, curious, and 
valuable: that Hezekiah fhewed them not , even the 
book of the law, as Farchi fays. 

¥. 3. Then came Ifaiah the prophet unto king He- 
zekiab, 8c.) Quickly after the embaffadors had 
been with the king, and he had fhewn them all his 
treafures ; the prophet did not cofe of himéelf, 
but was fent by the Lord, tho’ he was not fent 
for by the king; in the time of his diftrefs and 
illnefs he could fend for him, but now being well, 
and in profperity, he forgot the prophet, to fend 
for him, and have his advice, how he fhould be- 
have towards thefe men, as not to offend the Lord: 
and faid unto bim, what faid thefe men? what was 
their errand to thee ? and their bufinefs with thee ? 
what did they communicate to thee ? or requeft of 
thee ? and from whence came they unto thee? from 
what country ? thefe queftions the prophet put to 
the king, not as ignorant of the men, and their 
bufinefs, and country, but in order to have every 
thing from the king himfelf, and to lead on to 
further converfation with him on thefe things : and 
Hezekiah faid, they are come from a far country unto 
me, even from Babylon; he makes no anfwer to the 
firft queftion, but at once replies to the fecond, as 
being what his heart was lifted up with ; that em-. 
baffadors fhould come to him from a very diftant 
country, and from fo-famous and renowned a placé 
as Babylon ; which fhewed that his name was great 
in foreign’parts, and was in high efteem in diftant 
countries, and even fo great a prince. as the king 
of Babylon courted his friendthip. 

¥. 4. Then faid be, what have they feen in thine 
houfe ? &c.] Coming nearer to the point he had 
in view, and which was the thing that was dif- 
pleafing tothe Lord ; not that he had received the 
embafiadors, and ufed them in fuch manner as 
perfons in fuch a quality ought to be ufed; but 
that he had ‘fhewn them what he ought not to have 
done, and efpecially from fuch a principle of pride 
and vanity as he did: and Hezekiah anfwered, with- 
out any referve, very-openly, not fufpecting that 
the. prophet was come with a reproof to him, or 
to blame him, or would blame him for what he 
had done: all that is in my boufe have they feen,; 
the feveral royal apartments, and the furniture of ~ 
them : thereis nothing among my treafures, that I have 
not foewed them; which were more fecret, laid up 
in cabinets, under lock and key; his gold, filver, 
jewels, and precious ftones, fpices and ointients. 
Ferom thinks he fhewed them the furniture and 
veflels of the temple; tho’ he does not mention 
them. ; 

¥. 5. Then faid laiah to Hezekiah, &c.] Now 
he begins to let him know that he came not of 
himfelf, and that he did not afk thefe queftions to 
gratify his own curiofity, but that he came from 
the Lord, and with a'word of rebuke from him : 
bear the word of the Lord of hofts; a greater king 
than thot’ art, who art fo elated with thy riches, 
and grandeur, and fame; or than the king of Ba- 
bylon, whofe embaffadors thefe are; even the King 
of Kings;’and Lord of armies above and below, 
and who is able to make good every word that is 
‘fpoken by him, and therefore fhould be folemnly 
attended to.’ =~“ * 


ing *; and which quickly came; atter a few reigns 
: Y more, 
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more, even in Feboiakim’s time: that all that 1s 
in thine houfe, and that which thy fathers have laid 
up in fiore until this day, foall be carried to Babylon; 
as it was, when fehviakim king of Fudab, his mo- 
ther, fervants, piinces and officers, were taken by 
the king of Babylon, and carried captive, and along 
with them the treafures of the king’s houfe, and 
alfo all the treafures of the houfe of the Lord, 
2 Kings xxiv. 12, 13: nothing fhall be left, faith 
the Lord; this was, as Jarchi fays, meafure for 
meafure ; as there was nothing that was not fhewn 
to the embaffadors, fo nothing fhould be left un- 
taken away by the Babylonians. . 

y.7. And of thy fons that fhall iffue from thee, 
which thou foalt beget, foall they take away, &c.]| 
Manaffeh his immediate fon was taken and carried 
to Babylon, tho’ afterwards releafed; nor. does it 
appear that he was made an eunuch or an officer 
there ; this had its fulfillment in Feconiah and his 
children, and in others that were of the feed royal, 
as Daniel, Hananiah, Mifhael, and Azariah, to 
whom the ewi/h commentators apply this; this is 
exprefled in different words, fignifying much the 
fame, to affect the mind of Hezekiah the more: 
and they fhall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of 
Babylon, or chamberlains,; and who very often were 
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HIS chapter treats of the comforts of God’s 
people; of the forerunner and coming of 

the Meffiah ; of his work, and the dignity of his 
perfon ; of the folly of making idols, and of the 
groundlefs complaints of the church of God. The 
confolations of God’s people, by whom to be ad- 
miniftered, and the matter, ground, and reafon of 
them, ¥. 1,2. Fobu the Baptif, the harbinger. of 
Chrift, is defcribed, by his work and office, and 
the effects of it; it iffuing in the humiliation of 
fome, and the exaltation of others, and in the re- 
velation of the glory of Chrift, ¥. 3, 4, 5. then 
follows an order to every minifter of the gofpel 
what he fhould preach and publifh ; the weaknefs 
and infufficiency of men to any thing that is fpi- 
_ ritually good; their fading and withering goodli- 
nefs, which is to be afcribed to the blowing of the 
Spirit of God upon it; and the firmnefs and con- 
ftancy of the word of God is declared, y¥. 6, 7, 8. 
next the apoftles of Chrift in Yerufalem are_parti- 
cularly exhorted to. publifh fervently and openly 
the good tidings of the gofpel ; to proclaim the 
coming of Chrift, the manner of it, and the work 
he came about; and to fignify his faithful  dif- 
charge of his office as a fhepherd, ¥. 9,.10, 11. 
the dignity of whofe perfon is fet forth by his al- 
mighty power, by his infinite wifdom, and by the 
greatnefs of his majefty, in comparifon of which 
all nations and things are as. nothing, ¥. 12, 13, 
14, 15, 16,17. and then the vanity of framing 
any likenefs to God, and of forming idols for wor- 
fhip, is obferved, ¥. 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24,25. 
and from the confideration of the divine. power in 
creation and upholding all things, the hash of 


God is encouraged to expect renewed ftrength and } f 


perfevering grace, and is blamed for giving way 

to a diftrufttul and murmuring {pirit, ¥. 26, 27, 
28, 29, 30, 31. 2 oy! 

; 

* So Kimchi and Ben Melech interpret it, 


fo the Vulg. Lat. Syriac and Arabic verfions 
dius, Ebr. Concord, Part, p. 407, N°. 1153. 


princes and governors. 2!) ? © tovoer ae 
3 O fi fieret pax, Foreriuss» precor ur fit pax, Vatablus 5 


A H.. Ch. xxxix: ¥, 7-8, 


caftrated for that purpofe, tho’ it does not necef= 
farily fignify fuch, being ufed of officers in generals 
The Targum renders it, princes; and fuch am one 
was Dawiel in the court of the king of Babyloms. 
and his three companions were alfo promoted, Daas 
li. 48, 49. and iii. 30. i wangs? od 

¥. 8. Ihen faid Hezekiah to Ifaiah, good is. tbe 
word of the Lord, which thou baft fpoken, Sec.) 
Hezekiah was at once convinced of his fin; acknow-~. 
ledged it, and repented of it, and owned that the 
ifentence pronounced was but juft and right; and 
that there was a mixture of mercy and goodnefs 
in it, in that, time was given, and it was not im- 
mediately executed : be /aid moreover, for there fhall 
be peace and truth in my days; or a confirmed peace; 
lafting profperity, peace in the ftate, and truth in 
the church, plenty of temporal mercies, and the 
truth of doctrine and worthip, which he under- 
{tood by the prophet would continue in his days, 
and for which he was thankful; not that he was 
unconcerned about pofterity, but inafmuch as it 
muft be what was foretold, and which he could 
not objeét to as unjuit, he looked upon it.as a 
mercy to him that there was a delay of it to future 
times ;—or, it may be confidered as a wilh, O 
that there were peace *, &c. +O. eaNsT 


. 


PAG: 

¥, 1. Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, faith your 
God.| The: Badylonifh captivity being predicted in 
the preceding chapter; for the comfort of God’s 
people a deliverance is promifed, exprefied in fuch 
terms, as in the cleareft and ftrongeft manner to 
fet forth the redemption and falvation by Jefus 
Chrift, of which it was typical. Here begins the 
more evangelical and {piritual part of this pro- 
phecy, which reaches to, and includes the whole 
gofpel-difpenfation, from the coming of Fobn the 
Baptift to the fecond coming of. Chrift. It begins 
with comforts, and holds on, and ends with them; 
which confolations, Kimchi obferves, are what fhould 
be in the times of the Meffiah; and the word com- 
fort is repeated, he fays, to confirm the thing. Ic 
is God that here fpeaks, who is the God of all 
comfort ; the perfons whom he would haye com- 
forted are his people, whom he has chofen, with 
whom he has made.a covenant in Chrift, whom 
he has given to him, and he has redeemed by. his 
blood, and whom he effectually calls by his grace; 
thefe are fometimes difconfolate, by reafon of the 
corruptions of their nature, the temptations of fa- 
tan, the hidings of God’s face, and the various af- 
flictions they meet with ;..and it is the willof God 
they fhould be comforted, as appears by fending 
his fon to be the comforter of them, by giving his 
Spirit.as another comforter, by appointing, ordi- 
nances as breafts of confolation to Stadeeabe 
promifes he has made to them, and the confirmation 
of them by an oath, for their ftrong confolation ; 
and. particularly by the word of the 
the -minifters of it, who are 
confolation, who are fent with a comfo: 


fage, and.are encouraged in their work 
confideration of God being their God, wh 


with them, affift them, and make their 
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dreffed ; which: are repeated, not to fuggeft any 
backwardnefS in gofpel-minifters, who are ready to 
go on fuch an errand, however reluctant they may 
be to carry-bad tidings ; but rather to fignify the 
peoples refufal to be comforted, and therefore muft 
be fpoken to again and again; and alfo to fhow 
the vehement and hearty defire of the Lord to have 
them comtorted. The Targum is, *‘ O ye pro- 
‘* phets, prophefy comforts concerning my peo- 
«¢ ple.” And the Septuagint and Arabic verfions 
infert, O ye priefts, as if the words were directed 
to them. The preachers of the gofpel are meant, 
and are called unto; what the Lord would have 
faid for the comfort of his people by them, is ex- 
prefied in the following verte. 

y. 2: Speak ye comfortably to Ferufalem, and cry 
unto her, &c.| Or, fpeak to or according to the heart 
of Ferufalem” 3; to her very heart, what will be a 
cordial to her, very acceptable, grateful, and com- 
fortable ; and let it be proclaimed aloud, that fhe 
may hear and underftand it. By Yeru/falem is meant 
the gofpel-church,- and the true members of it. 
Aben Ezra interprets it of the congregation of J/- 
rael; fee Heb. xii. 22: that her warfare is accom- 

lifbed; this life is a warfare; faints have many ene- 
mies to engage with, fin, fatan, and the world ; 
many battles to fight, a great fight of afflittions, 
and the good fight of faith: this is accomplifhed, 
or filled up'; not that it is at an end before this 
life is, whilft that lafts there will be a continual 
conflict ; yet alt enemies are now conquered by 
Chrift; and in a fhort time will be under the feet 
of his people ; the captain of their falvation, who 
has got the victory, is gone before them; the 
crown is laid up for them, and is fure unto them. 
Some interpret it, as Aben Ezra, Kimchi, and Ben 
Melech, ber fet or appointed time *,; and compare it 
with Fob vii. 1. and may be underftood either of 
the time of deliverance from. captivity; fo the Tar- 
gum, ** that her captivity by the people is filled 
up::” or of the time of the Meffiah’s coming, the 
fulnefs. of time, when he fhould appear, afterwards 
prophefied of ; or of the fervitude and bondage of 
the law being at an end, and of all the fatigue, 
labour, and trouble of that difpenfation ; and of 
the gofpel-difpenfation taking place: it follows, 
that her iniquity is pardoned; which is God’s att, 
flows from his free grace, is obtained by the blood 
_ of Chnit, is full and compleat, and yields great 
relief and comfort to guilty minds: or, is accept- 
ed‘ that is, the punifhment of it, as bore by her 
furety ; fee Lev. xxvi. 43. The allufion is to the 
facrifices being accepted for the atonement of fin, 
Lev. i. 4. and may have refpect here to the ac- 
ceptation of Chrift’s facrifice, for the expiation of 
the fins of his people. ‘archi interprets the word 
appeafed, and fo it may be applied to the reconci- 
liation for fin, made by, the blood of. Chrift. The 
Targum underftands it of forgivenefs, as we do: 
for foe hath received of the Lords hand double for 
all ber fins; which may be underftood either. of a 
fufficiency of chaftifements for fin; tho’ they are 
not more, but lefs, than are deferved, yet are as 
much as their heavenly Father, in his great ten- 
dernefs and compaffion, thinks are enough ; and 
tho’ they are in meafure, and-don’t exceed, yet are 
in large meafure often, at leaft in their own. appre- 
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henfion : or elfe of the large and copious bleffings 
of grace and goodnefs received, inftead of punifh- 
ment for fins, that might be expected: or rather 
of the compleat fatisfaction made by Chrift for her 
fins, and of her receiving at the Lord’s hands, in 
her furety, full punifhment for them; not that 
more was required than was due, but that ample 
fatisfaction was made, and being infinite, fully an- 
fwers the demerit of fin; and this being in the 
room and ftead of God’s people, clears them; and 
yields comfort to them. 

¥. 3. The voice of him that crieth in the wilder- 
nefs, &c.] Not the voice of the Holy Ghoft, as 
Farchi , but of Fobn the Bapiift, as is attefted by 
all the evangelifts, Matt. iii. 3. Mark i. 3. Luke 
iii. 1, 5, 6. and by Fob himfelf, Fobu i. 23. who 
was a voice not like the man’s nightingale, vox @ 
preterea mbil, a voice and nothing elfé; he had 
not only a fonorous, but an inftructive teaching 
voice ; he had the voice of a prophet, for he was 
a prophet : we read of the voices of the prophets, 
their doétrines, and prophecies, és xiii. 27. his 
voice was the voice of one that ¢rie‘h, that pub- 
lifhed:and proclaimed aloud, openly and publickly, 
with great eagernefs and fervency, with much free- 
dom and liberty, what he had to fay; and this 
was done in the wilderne/s, in the wildernefs of u- 
dea literally taken, Matt. iii. i. and when Fudea 
was become a Roman province, and the Yews were 
brought into the wildernefs of the people, Ezek. 
xX. 35. and when they were, as to their religious 
affairs, in a very forlorn and wildernefs-condition ™: 
what ob was to fay, when he came as a harbin- 
ger of Chrift, and did, follows, prepare ye the way 
of the Lord, make firaight in the defert a high way for 
our God; by whom is meant the Meffiah, to whofe 
proper deity a noble teftimony is here bore, being 
called Jehovah and our God; whofe way Fokn pre- 
pared himfelf, by preaching the doétrine of répen- 
tance, adminiftring the ordinance of baptifm, point- 
ing at the Meffiah, and exhorting the people to be- 
lieve in him ; and he calléd upon them likewife to 
prepare the way, and make a plain path to meet 
him in, by repenting of their fins, amending their 
ways, and cordially embracing him when come, 
laying afide all thofe fentiments which were con- 
trary to him, his gofpel, and kingdom. The fenfe 
of this text is fadly perverted by the Targum, and 
feems to be done on purpofe, thus, .‘* prepare the 
“¢ way before the people of the Lord, caft up ways 
“ before the congregation of our God ;" whereas. it 
is before the. Lord himfelf. The allufion is to 
pioneers, fent before fome great perfonage to re- 
move all obftructions out of his way, to cut down 
trees, level the way, and clear all before him, as 
in the following verfe. 

y. 4. Every valley fhall be exalted, and every 
mountain and bill foall be made low, &c.] Which 
is not to be underftood literally, but as Kimchi 
fays parabolically and myftically : thé meaning is, 
that in confequence of Fobn’s miniftry, and out 
Lord’s ‘coming, fuch, ‘who were depreffed and 
bowed down with the guilt of fin, and were low 
and humble in their own eyes; fhould be raifed 
up and comforted ; and that fuch, who were elated 
with themfelves, and their cwn righteoufnefs, fhould 
be humbled; their pride and haughtinefs fhould be 
‘ ne . broughr 
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brought down, and they treated with neglect and 
contempt, whilft great notice was taken of lowly 
minded ones; fee Luke xiv. 11. and Xvi. 14: 
and the crooked foall be fircight, and the rough places 
plain , what before was dark and intricate in pro- 
phecy, fhould now become clear; and fuch doc- 
trines as were not: fo well underftood, thould now 
become plain and eafy. 

y¥. 5. And the glory of the Lord foall be revealed, 
&c.] Chrift himfelf, who is the brightnefs of his 


Father’s glory, and his own glory, as the glory 


of the only-begotten of the Father; the glorious 
perfections of his nature, feen in the miracles 
wrought, and in the doétrines taught by him ; 
the glory of the divine Father, in the face or per- 
fon of Chrift; and the glory of his attributes, in 
the work of falvation by him; all which is moft 
clearly difcerned in the glafs of the gofpel, or in 
the miniftry of the word, by Yobn, Chrift himiéelf, 
and his apoftles: and all flefh fhall fee it together ; 
not the Yews only, but Gentiles alfo; not with 
their bodily eyes, but with the eyes of their un- 
derftanding ; even the falvation of the Lord, and 

~ his glory, as difplayed in it, being fet forth in the 
everlafting gofpel to the view of all; fee Luke iii, 
6: for the mouth of the Lord bath fpoken it; that 
his glory fhould be revealed, and be vifible to all, 
and therefore fure and certaih; for what he has 
faid he does, and what he has fpoken he makes 
good. ‘The Zargum is, ‘‘ for by the word of the 
** Lord it is fo decreed ;” and therefore fhall be 
fulfilled. 

y. 6. The voice faid, cry, 8&c.] Not the fame 
voice as in y. 3. nor the voice of an angel, as 
Aben Ezra; bat a voice from the Lord, as Far- 
chi; the voice of prophecy, fays Kimchi; it is the 
Lord’s voice to the prophet, or rather to any and 
every gofpel-minifter, giving them an order to 
prophefy and preach, without which they cannot 
preach regularly and lawfully ;-it is the fame as, 
go, teach all nations, &c. preach the gofpel to every 
creature, &c. Matt. xxviii. 19. Mark xvi. 15: 
and be faid, what fhall I cry? publith, proclaim, 
or preach? fora minifter of the gofpel is to preach 
not out of his own heart, or of his own head,. or 
-what is of his own devifing and framing, but 
what is agreeable to the mind of Chrift, as re- 
vealed in his word; he is to fpeak according to 
the oracles of God, the proportion and anal 
of faith; he is to enquire there, and of Chritt, 


what he fhall fay. . The Targum is, ** the voice of | 
** him that fayeth, prophefy 5 and he anfwered | 


“«< and faid, what fhall I prophefy ?” The reply is, 
all flefh is grafs, declare the frailty and mortality 


of men; which fome think is mentioned, to in-' 


creafe the wonder of Chrift’s incarnation, after’ pro- 
phefied of, as the forerunner of it.is before; that 
Chrift fhould condefcend to take upon him fuch 
.frail, mortal flefh; that he fhould becorhe flefh, 
and be manifefted in it: or rather this is to be 
faid, to put men in mind, and to prepare them to 


think of another world, ahd. how they fhall ap- 


pear before the judgment- feat; feeing, if they 


have not a better righteoufnefs than their own,’ 


_and except they are born again, they fhall neither 


fee nor enter into the kingdom of heaven; which 
is one of the firft things to be publifhed in the’ 
gofpel-miniftry ; as alfo how weak, impotent, and |. 


infufficient men are, ‘to that-which.is good,. which 
may be meant by this phrafe; being as weak as a 
{pire of grafs; notable to do any good. a¢tion,. 


much lefs to fulfil the law, or to regenerate them- | 


|to juftify, fanctify, and fave, and wereWies 
‘tinue: and all the govdline/s thereof is as the’ 


« and their ftreneth as the ftubbke 


tion of it: dat 


and this mutt be faid, to abate the pride of met 
to fhew the neceffity of divine power in reger 


tion; to inftruét men to feek for the prace of 


God, as to convert them, {> to help and 

them in all they do; and to direét them to aftribe 
all they have, and are, to the grace of God; to 
this purpofe the apoftle Peter quotes this paffa 

1 Pet. i. 23, 24,24. It may be applied to the" 
dinances of the legal difpenfation, and’all th 
vileges of it, which are faid to be carnal; 
trufting in them, was truiting in the flefh, Phil. 
4, 5. Heb. ix. 10. thefe were weak and inf 


of the field all the goodlinefs and glory of mar 
all that is excellent and valuable in him, or be 
longing to him, or that is thought to be fo, 4 

riches, honours, ftreneth, beauty, wifdom, 
knowledge; yea, all his feeming holinefs and Hg 
teoufnefs ; which are all fading and p Tike. 
a gay flower, which appears lovely for a: and 
on a fudden falls of or is cropped, or trampled 
upon ; to which a flower of the field is more lia- 
ble than that of the garden. This may be 


plied,to the fplendor of the legal pei ga 
which is done away by. a more excellent glor 
taking place, “2 Cor. ifi.’10,°1 a 
¥.7. The grafs withereth, the flower fadeth, Bcc.} 
And fo does man, and all his glory and goodli- 
nefs : Lecaufe the Spirit of the Lord bloweth upon i; 
alluding to fome impetuous and blafting, wind blow. 
ing upon herbs and flowers, to the withering and 


fading of them; fee'Pf. ciii. 15, 16. Tegal ortti- 
nances ceafed upon the’ pouring forth of the Spi? 
rit. The external excellencies.of men, Or thei 
outward advantages, perith at the breath of God, 


at the blaft of his noftrils, when taken away” 
death ; and at converfion, the Spirit of the Lo 
blows a blaft upon all the goodlinefs of man ; the 
operations of the Spirit are compafed to wind, Jobs 
iii. 8. which, like that, are free, and, as he pleafes, 
are invifible and imperceptible, and powerfuland 
efficacious, and thefe caufe a withering in men’s 
goodnefs ; the Spirit of God fhows that their he- 
linefs is not true holinefs ; that their righteouf: 
nefs has only the appearance of one before men; 
and their religion and godlinefs a mere form ; “and 
their good works, /plendida peccata, fhining fins ; 
that thofe are infufficient to juftify and fave, and 
bring to heaven; upon which they fade away and” 
die in their efteem, who now reckon them lofs 
and dung, Phil. iii. 6, 7, 8: furely the people is 
grafs,; the people of the ews, with all their ex- 
ternal advantages ; yea, all people, with all the 
excellencies of human natufe, or cor desert 
their beft eftate, poffefed of all that is reckoned 
good ‘and great, being but mere natural men. 
The Targum reftrains this to the ungodly, as 1 
does the former verfé, rendering it, “* a8 prafs the 
* wicked among the people’ are éefteerhed 3” as 
does'the former, thus, \“* the wick 


So Kimchi interprets them of the nations t 

with Geg and Magog ; and Jarehi of ° 

of the Kingdoms, but very ¥ 

true of all flefh, or of all manki 
y. 8. The grafs withereth, the flower fad 

‘Which. is repeated, to raife attentie 

ing a matter of importance, and for 
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felves, renew their hearts, or cleanfe their natures: 


Ch. xi. ¥. 9, ro. 


. 


Babylon to Zion, or Ferufalem , and to the Targum, 
which paraphrafes the words thus, ‘“ O ye pro-' 
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tion, and this is the word, which by the gofpel is 
preached unto you; who feems to diftinguith the 
word from the gofpel, by which it is preached, 
and to intend Chrift the effential word; who ftands 
or abides for ever as a divine perfon; in his office 
as Mediator, being prophet, prieft, and king for 
ever; in the efficacy of his blood, righteouinefs, 
and facrifice ; and in the fulnefs of his grace: it 
is true of the written word or gofpel, which re- 
mains, is everlafting, and will ftand and continue, 
notwithftanding the perfecutions of tyrants, the 
craft of falfe teachers, the reproach of ungodly 
men, and the death of the beft of men, even of 
minifters; tho’ all flefh is grafs, fading and wi- 
thering, the word of God is frefh and lively, firm 
and durable ; and fo it is as tranfcribed into the 
hearts of men, where it becomes the ingrafted word, 
and iffues in everlafting life. It may be applied to 
‘God’s word of promife, which is for ever fettled 
in heaven, and is always fulfilled, 

¥. 9. O Zion, that bringeft good tidings, &c.] Or, 
O thou that bringeft good tidings to Zion" ; which 
rendering of the words is more agreeable to the 
latter part of the verfe, /ay unto the cities of Fu- 
dab, &c. and to fome parallel places, J/ xli. 27. 
and lii. 7. and to the type, the deliverance of the 
Fews from Babylon, the tidings of which came from 


be) 


‘< phets, that bring good tidings to Zion;” and 
fo may be applied to gofpel-minifters, who bring 
the good tidings of the good will, grace, and fa- 
vour of God, to men, thro’ Chrift ; of the grace 
of Chrift, in his furetyfhip-engagements and per- 
formances ; in his incarnation, fufferings, and death, 
and in his advocacy and interceffion ; and of the 
good things that come by him, as peace, pardon, 
righteoufnefs, falvation, .and eternal life: get thee 
up into the bigh mountain; to declare thefe good tid- 
ings, in the moft open and public manner, that 
all might hear and receive them, and rejoice at 
them ; it may alfo point at the place, the church 
of God, comparable to a high mountain for its vi- 
fibility and immoveablenefs, where the gofpel is 
to be publifhed: O Ferufalem, that bringeft good 
tidings ; the church of God fo called, to whom the 
faith of the gofpel is delivered, which is the pillar 
and ground of truth; which receives, retains, and 
maintains it, and fends forth minifters to proclaim 
it; particularly the firft church at Feru/alem, where 
it was firft preached, and from whence it went 
forth into other parts of Fudea, and into all the 
world; here the apoftles of Chrift were, and from 
hence they fet out, and publifhed the gofpel all the 
world over, and who feem to be chiefly meant ; 
for the words may be rendered, as the other claufe, 
O thou that bringeft good tidings to Ferufalem® , fo 
the Targum: lift up thy voice with flrength, or 
preach the gofpel with a ftrong voice, {peak it our; 
don’t mutter it over, or whifper it in a corner ; 
proclaim it on the houfe-tops, cry aloud that all 


may hear ; lift up thy voice like a trumpet ; blow 


the trumpet of the gofpel with all the ftrength 


thou haft, caufe the joyful found to be heard tar 


< 


« 


and near: Uift it up, and be not afraid, of the re- 
proaches and revilings of men, on account of it, 
or of their perfecutions for it; or left it fhould 
not be welcome, or be received as truth: jay unto 
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the cities of Fudeh;, the inhabitants; of thent literally 
underftood, and to the feveral churches and con- 
gregations of the faints every where: behold your 
Ged; that divine perfon is come, that was pro- 
mifed, prophefied of, and expected; even, Jmma- 
nyel, God with us, God in our nature, God ma- 
nifeft in the flefh, God your Saviour, and wha 
being God, truly God, is able to fave to the ut- 
termoft ; look to-him with an eye of faith, and 
be faved; behold the Son of God, the Lamb of 
God, that has bore your fins, and took them 
away ; behold him now, as your King and your 
God, on the throne, made and declared Lord and 
Chnift, crowned with glory and honour, on the 
fame throne with his divine Father, having all 
power in heaven and earth ; and let the eccho of 
your faith be, my Lord, and my Ged. Vhe Targum 
is, ‘© the kingdom of your God is revealed ;” fee 
Matt, iii. 2. é 
y¥. 10. Bebold, the Lord God will come with a 
Jirong hand, &c.] Some underftand this of the fe- 
cond coming of Chrift, which coming is certain, 
fuch affurances being given’of it by promife and pro- 
phecy; and will be attended with power, which will 
be requifite to raife the dead, fummon all nations 
before him, and pafs and execute the proper fen- 
tence on them; when his arm fhall openly bear 
rule, he’ll take to himfelf his great power, and 
reign ; when his reward will be with him, to give 
to every map according to their works; and his 
own work will be before him, to judge the world 
in righteoufnefs : fee Rev. xxii. 12. but it is more 
agreeable to the context, which foretells the com- 
ing of Fobu the Bapiyt, points out the minifters 
of the gofpel, and defcribes Chrift in his office, 
as a fhepherd feeding his flock, to underftand it of 
his firft coming ; for not God the Father, but the 
Son of God is meant by the’ Lord God, who is 
truly God, and fo able to fave, and which was the 
end of his coming. He is faid to come with g 
jirong hand, or with great power, which his work 
required; which was to fulfil the law, fatisfy di- 
vine juitice, atone for fin, grapple and confli& 
with innumerable enemies, undergo the death of 
the crofs, bear the curfe of the law, and the wrath 
of God, and all in order to obtain eternal re- 
demption for his people ; for this he came from . 
heaven to earth, not by change af place, but by 
affumption of nature. Some render it, againft a 
firong one? , the ftrong man armed, the devil, 
whole head he came to break, whofe works he 
came to deftroy, with whom he fought, and whom 
he conguered and. deftroyed. Farchi’s note is, 
‘* againit the wicked, to take vengeance on them ;” 
but den Ezra and Kimchi fupply the word hand, 
‘as we do: and his arm fball rule for him; or he 
fhall have fufficient power of himfelf, to do the 
work he comes about; his own arm or power 
wrought falvation for him, and for his people ; 
fee I/. Ixiii. 5. Some render it, over him; that 
is, over the ftrong and mighty one, againft whom 
he came, whom he conquered, fubdued, and ruled 
over: Jdebold bis reward is with him ; to give to 
thofe that truft.in him, as Kimch:; or to thofe 
that do his word, as the Targum; that believe in 
him, embrace his gofpel, and act according to it: 
or this may refpe¢t his own reward, which fhouid 
follow his work; which he was as dure of, as if it 
was 
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was in his hands; namely, his: exaltation in his 
human nature, his glory with his Father, and the 
enjoyment of his fpiritual feed to all eternity : and 
his work before him the work of redemption and 
falvation, which he was called unto, fent to do, and 
which being given him, he agreed to do, was very 
toilforme and laborious, yet he took great delight 
in it, and has finifhed it ; this is faid to be defore 
him, being propofed in council, and cut out in co- 
venant for him, was well known unto him, and in 
his power to effect, and what he could eafily do, 
and did) The Yarguim underftands this of the 
works of men being before him, for whom he has 
a reward. 
y.t1. He fhall feed his flock like a foepherd, &c.] 
Chrift has a fock, a flock of men, a diftinét and 
peculiar people, and it is but one, and that a little 
one, and yet a beautiful one, ‘tho’ often a flock of 
laughter; which is his by his father’s gift, and his 
own purchafe, and appears manifeft in effectual vo- 
cation, when he calls them by name; to thefe he 
{tands in the relation of a fhepherd, being fo by his 
father’s defignation and appointment, and his own 
confent ; and a good fhepherd he is, as is mani- 
feft by his laying down his life for the fheep; and 
a preat one, being Jehovah’s fellow, and the chief 
fhepherd, under whom all others are; yea, he is 
the one, and only one; and a very careful, com- 
paffionate, and faithful one he is; who performs 
his whole office as a fhepherd, not only by pro- 
viding food for his flock, by leading them into 
green and good paftures, his church and ordi- 
nances; by appointing under-fhepherds to feed them 
with the doctrines of the gofpel, the wholefome 
words of the Lord Jefus; and by feeding them 
himfelf, with himfelf, the bread of life, and hidden 
manna, whofe flefh is meat indeed, and whofe blcod 
is drink indeed ; but alfo by protecting them from 
all their enemies, the roaring and devouring lion, 
fatan, and wolves in fheeps cloathing, falfe teach- 
ers; and by taking fuch notice and account of 
them, as that none of them fhall be loft; and by 
doing all that is exprefled, Ezek. xxxiv. 16. feek- 
ing that which was loft ; bringing back that which 
was driven away ; binding up that which was 
broken ; and ftrengthening and healing the fick, 
as well as watching over them night and day, left 
any hurt them: he foall gather the lambs with his 
arm; the weaklings of the flock; the fame with 
babes and fucklings, new-born fouls, weak be- 
lievers, mean and low in their’ own eyes, the 
fmoaking flax, and bruifed reed, the day of {mall 
things, the poor of the flock; thefe he gathers with 
his arm of power, and by the miniftry of the gof- 
pel, both to himfelf, his perfon, righteoutfnefs, 
grace and fulnefs, and to his church, to partake of 
the word and ordinances of it, and to nearer com- 
munion with him in them; he gathers them up 
into his arms in a way of protection, when liable 
to fall into the hands of powerful enemies, and to 
be hurt by them, and in order to carry them, they 
not being able to go of themfelves, as it follows : 
and carry them in bis bofom , which is expreffive of 
very great affection to them, fuch being greatly 
loved as are ‘put into the bofom, as Obed by Naomi, 
the poor man’s ewe-lamb, and a wife of youth ; 
as alfo of great nearnefs to him, being in his bo- 
fom muft lie near his heart, and are indeed upon 
it; likewife it denotes the moft intimate commu- 
nion with him, and a being privy to his fecrets, 
as Chrift in the bofom of his Father is to his ; as 
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well as it implies an enjoyment of reft in him, and cual 
fafety by him; for what can difturb or hurt fach ~ " 
as are in the bofom of Chrift? and joall gently lead 
thofe that are with young ; who have the feed of ~~ 
grace in them, have fpiritual principles wrought ~ 
in their fouls, Chrift tormed in their hearts, are aed 


- 


big with defires after him and fpiritual things, a + 


carry a burden, that of their fins, under whi 


they groan ; thefe he leads out, and off of - 
felves to himfelf, his blood, righteoufiefs, and fa- — 
crifice, into green paftures, into his Father’s pres 
fence, and at laft to glory ; and he leads them ‘on 
gently, gradually, ftep by ftep, to fee their own 
vilenefs and fintulnefs, to look, go to, lay hold on 
him, and retain him; he leads them into the truths aa 
of the gofpel, and the deep waters of the fanétuary, ~~ 
and Se Ratly to their ftrength as they are. 
able to bear, either the doétrines of the gofpel, or 
the duties of religion, or afflictions and fufferings 5 
fee Gen, Xxxiii. 14. ree 
¥.12. Who hath meafured the waters in the bollow 
of bis band? &c.] The following account of the 
power, wifdom, and all-fufficiency of God, and 
which is to be underftood of Chrift, is to fhew that 
he is equal to the work of redemption’ and falva- 
tion he has engaged in, and was about to come 
and perform, and that he is able to do it, as well 
as to execute his office as a fhepherd; and alfo'to 
obferve, that tho’ of his rich grace and goodnefs he ~ 
had condefcended to take upon him the work of a 
Saviour, and the office of a fhepherd, yet this 
was not to be interpreted as if he had loft his dig- 
nity and glory as a divine perfon, or as if that was 
in the leaft diminifhed; for he was no other than — 
that infinite being, who bas meafured the waters in 
the hollow of his hand; the waters of the feas, for 
which he has provided a receptacle, where he has 
colleéted and put them together; the dimenfions of 
which are exactly known to him, and the vaft con- 
fluence of water is no more in his hands than fo 
much water as a man can hold in the hollow of his 
hand, in his fift, or hand contraéted: and meted 
out heaven with the fpan, which he has ftretched 
out as a curtain, ¥. 22. and the meafure of which 
is but one hand’s breadth with him; and is no 
more to him than ftretching out a carpet or ‘canopy; 
and as eafily meafured by him as a piece of cloth 
is by a man with the {pan of his hand, or any 
meaturing rule or yard: and comprehended the dujt 
of the earth in a meafure, the word * ufed fignifies 
the third part of fome larger meafure, as of a fex- 
tarius, as fome ; or of an Ephah, or Bath, as others; 
or of fome other meafure not known ; fee the note 
on Pf. xxx. 5. The Vulgate Latin verfion renders 
it, with three fingers; and the fenfe maybe, that 
the duft of the earth, or the earth idle’ which’ is 
but duft, is no more with the Lord, than fo'much 
earth or duft as a man can hold between his thumb 
and two fingers; and in like manner is the whole 
earth comprehended by the Lord: and weighed 
mountains in fcales, and the hills in a b. 
eafily as a man can throw in his goods 
of fcales, and take the true weight of thet 
equal eafe did the Lord raife the mountaii 
hills in a proper proportion, and has 
poifed them, as if he had weighed t I 
of fcales ; this feems ‘to hint at the ule of mou 
tains and hills to be a fort of ballaft to ‘the earth, 
and fhews the original formation of them from the 


beginning. The anfwer to the above 
that it was the fame divine perfon of w 
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faid, debold your God, and who fhould come with a 
Strong hand, and feed bis flock. 

¥..13. Who hath diretted the Spirit of the Lord, 
&c.}, In the creation of all things, in garnifhing 
the heavens, and moving upon the face of the 
waters ? not any one, angel or man; there were 
none, with him, nor did he need any to guide and 
direct him what to do*: or being bis coun/ellor, 
hath taught him? or, the man of bis counfel'; there 
was no other than the wonderful counfellor, the 
angel of the great council, the effential word of 
God, whofe Spirit is here fpoken of. 

¥.14. With whom took be counfel, and who in- 
firuéied bim, 8cc.] ‘This is the fame as before, 
only repeated in other words, the more ftrongly to 
deny that any mere creature counfelled, taught, 
and inftruéted the Spirit of Chrift, in the ordering 
and managing the works of creation: and taught 
him in the path of judgment, and taught him know- 
ledge, and fhewed to him the way of underftanding ? 
or gave him that judgment, knowledge, and under- 
ftanding in framing the world, and all things in it, 
in that beautiful and regular manner that it is; 
which fhews it to be a work of wifdom, more than 
human or angelical, and to be purely divine; no 
one, angel or man, could have ftruck out fuch a 
path of judgment, fuch a way of underftanding, 
or fhewed fuch exquifite fkill and knowledge, as 
appear in the works of creation ; fee P/. civ. 24. 

¥.15. Bebold, the nations are as a drop of a 
bucket, &c.| Not only the Chaldeans and Baby- 


& 


lonigns, and other nations moft known, and moft 
ee ral to the Fews, but all the nations of the 
world ; thefe in comparifon of God, of his infinite 
and immenfe being, are but as a drop of water that 
hangs upon the bucket, or falls from it, when 
water is drawn by it, or is left in it, when poured 
out of it; which is nothing in comparifon of the 
well out of which the water is drawn, or even of 
the water in the bucket drawn out of it: and are 
accounted as the fmall duft of the balance. that is, 
they are accounted nothing of with God, compa- 
ratiyely fpeaking, any more than the fmall duft 
which hangs upon the balance, and gives it no 
weight, nor turn, one way or another, and fo is 
of no confideration. The Septuagint, Vulgate Latin, 
Syriac and Arabic verfions render it, as the turn of 
the fcale,; and fo the Targum, but the other ver- 
fion more ftrongly exprefles the fenfe: bebald, he 
taketh up the ifles as a very little thing; by which 
are meant not merely iflands, properly fo called, 
which are encompafled by the fea, but all fuch 
countries which the Hews ufed to go to by fea, for 
all fuch they called ifles; thefe the Lord can take 
up, or cafe away", as fome render the word ; tots 
them about, overturn and. deftroy, as a man may 
take up the moft minute thing, and caft it from 
him, The Zargum renders it, ‘* as chaff which 
“© flies away ;” or as others tranflate it, ‘* as the 
«© afhes of a coal which fly away.” The word 
may fignify any light thing, as chaff, ftraw, ftub- 
ble, feathers, down of thiftles, which are eafily 
carried away with the leaft force; and fo Vitringa 
renders the words, dehold, the ifles are as fome litile 
thing which flies away. 

_¥.16, And Lebanon is not fufficient to burn, &c.] 
The trees of it, as the Targum; thefe are not fut- 
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ficient to burn a facrifice with, fuitable to the dig- 


nity and majefty of God, and as his juitice. can 
require for offences committed : wor the deajis thereof 


Sufficient for @ burnt-offering , tho’ it was a mountain 


and foreit which abounded with trees, and efpecially 
cedars, and there was a great quantity of cattel in 
it, yet neither were fufficient to furnifh out a proper 
burnt-offering to the Lord; he only himfelf could 
provide a lamb {fufficient for a burnt-offering, and 
he has done it, the only begotten Son of God ; he 
has offered himfelf an offering and a faerifice to 
God, of a fweet {melling favour, by which he has 
put away fin, and made full atonement for it. 
Jarchi thinks this is faid to aggravate the fins of 
men, of the wicked, which were fo great, that. 
Lebanon with all its wood and cattel could not fur- 
nifh out a facrifice fufficient to expiate them. _ 

¥.17. All nations before him are as nothing, &c, } 
As if they were non-entities, and were not real 
beings in comparifon of him, who is the being of 
beings, the author of all beings which exift in all 
nations; who are all in his fight, and are not only 
as grafhoppers, as is after mentioned, but even as 
nothing : and they are counted to bim as lefs than 
nothing, and vanity , if there is, or could be fuch a 
thing lefs than nothing, that they are ; and fo they 
are accounted of by him; they are like the chaos 
out of which the earth was formed, when it was 
Tohu and Bobu, the firft of which words is ufed here ; 
this ferves to humble the pride of men, and to leffen 
the glory of the nations, and the inhabitants of them. 

¥. 18. Lo whom then will ye liken God? &c.] 
There is nothing in the whole creation that can bear 
any refemblance to him, or he to. them; fince all 
nations are as a drop of the bucket, as the {malk 
duft of the balance, as nothing, yea lefs than no- 
thing, and vanity: or what likene/s will ye compare 
unto him~ ? order, ordain, and appoint for him ? 
in what rank can he be placed? to what clafs 
of beings can he be likened? what fimilitude 
can be given of him? what is there that is fit to 
be named with him, or compared to him ? this, 
with what follows, is mentioned as an antidote to 
prevent the Yews falling into idolatry in Babylon, 
where they would be expofed unto it; or rather to 
prevent chriftians in gofpel-times from going into 
the idolatry of the papifts; fee 4s xvii. 28,.29. 
and Rev. ix. 20, 21. 

¥. 19. Lhe workman melteth a graven image, &c.] 
Or, the founder ; he melts fome fort of metal, as 
iron, brafs, copper or lead, which he cafts into.a 
mould for an image, and afterwards graves, or gets 
it graved: and the gold/mith fpreadeth it over with 
gold; or, the finer; he ftretches out plates of gold, 
and covers it with them, fo that it looks,as.if it 
was made of mafiy gold, and deceives the eyes of 
men ; fuch ftupidity and vanity arethere in mortals 
to believe that there can be deity in fuch a piece of 
workmanthip! and cafteth filver» chains; to :put 
about the. graven image, either for ornament, or 
rather to faften it to fome wall or pillar, that it 
may ftand upright, and may not be taken down 
and ftole away, or blown down with the wind, or 
fall of itfelf and be broken; thus. ridiculing the 
weaknefs of thefe idols, and the folly of the makers 
and worfhippers of them. |The Targum is, ‘ the 
“* filverimith joins filver chaing to it.” 


¥..20, 


~® The Targum is, “* who hath direfted the holy Spirit in the mouth of aJl the prophets? is it not the Lord ?”” which agrees 
ith the accents ; for fo according to them the words fhould be rendered, who hath directed the Spirit? the Lord; fo Reinbeck 
arrears p- 418. and who renders the next claufe, and be hath made the man of his counfel (Moles) to know that. 


©) OSPNY WIN vir a confiliis, Junias & Tremellius, Pifcator. 
ReJonah in Ben Melecih. 

. tanus; difponetis, Vatablus. 
e 
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‘ u NO! projiciet, Pagninus, Tigurine verfion ; fo 


YP ADAWI MDT PD) & quid fimilitudinis ponetis ¢i, Pagninus ; ordinabitis, Mou- 
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¥. 20. He that is fo impoverifhed that he’ bath no 
shlation, &c.] Who is fo poor that he can’t bring 
an offering to his God, yet he will have one; and 


tho’ he can’t purchafe a golden or filver one, or. 


6ne that is gilt, and adorned with either; yet he 
will have a wooden one, as follows. Some render 
it, be that is fet over the oblation, which Aben Ezra 
tnentions; that was over the treafury, where the 
oblations were’; the heathen prieft, whofe bufinels 
it was from thence to procure idols to worfhip. 
Serom takes the word }DD%3, to be the name of a 
tree that will not rot; and fo the Targum renders 
it, “ he cuts down an afh:” but the word is de- 
feriptive of an idol-worfhipper ; and, according to 
Gufjelins *, fignifies one that by cuftom and re- 
feated acts has got fkill in fuch things; and fo 
Yarchi: hence he ebufeth a tree that will not rot ; 
he goes to the foreft, and chufes the beft tree for 
his purpofe he can find, even one that will not rot, 
as the cyprefs ; and tho’ he can’t get an idol made 
of metal, but is forced to have one of wood, yet 
he'll get the beft he can, that will laft longeft, an 
incorruptible deity, as he fancies: he fecketh unto 
him a cunning workman, to prepare a graven tmage 
that fall not be moved; having pitched upon his 
tree, and what fort of wood to make his god of, 
he looks out for an ingenious carpenter and car- 
ver, a good workman, to make it in the form of 
an image, and grave, or rather carve it, in the 
beft manner he can, and then faften it in a proper 
place, that it may not fall ; a poor helplefs deity, 
that can’t fecure itfelf, and much lefs be of any 
fervice to its worfhippers. 

y. 21. Have ye not known?) This is the fpeech 
of the prophet, directed to the idolaters, appealing 
to their own natural knowledge, who, from the 
light of nature, might know that idols were no- 
thing, had no divinity in them; that it is God 
that made the earth, and governs the world, and 
who only ought to be worfhipped: save ye not 
beard ? by tradi ion from the ancients, from your 
forefathers, who received it from theirs, and have 
delivered it to you: hath it not been told you from 
the beginning ? from the beginning of your ftates 
and kingdoms, and even from the beginning of 
the world, by the wifeft and beft of men that have 
been in it, that thofe things are true before re- 
Jated, and what follow: have ye not underfiood from 
the foundations of the earth ? the being of God, the 
invifible things of him, his eternal power and God- 
head, from the things that are made, even from 
his founding of the earth; as well as fuch know- 
ledge and underftanding has been as early as that, 
and might be continued frorh it: or, ave ye not 
underftood the foundations of the earthy ? what the 
earth is founded upon, and who laid the founda- 
_ tions of it; no other than that divine being, de- 
fcribed in the next words. 

¥. 22. It is he that fitteth upon the circle of the 
earth, &c.| Or, the globe * of it ; for the earth is 


{pherical or globular; not a flat plain, but round,. 


hung as a ball in the air; here Jehovah: fits as the 
Lord and Sovereign ; being the maker of it, he is 


above it; orders and direéts its motion, and go-— 


verns all things in it. Kimchi rightly obferves, that 
the heavens are the circle of the earth, which is 
the center of them, and around which they are ;. 


* Ebr. Comment: p. 558. 7 
Montanvus ; annon intellexiftis ?. Vatablus. 
orbem telluris, Vitringa. 

Muntter; velut locutte, Junius & Tremellius Pifcator. 
pellem, Munfter ; fo fome in Vatablus; pelliculam, Gataker. 
and fo the following clauses. 
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‘and {6 it fignifies, that the Lord fits or dwells im 


the heavens, from whence he beholds the children 
of men: and the inhabitants thereof are as grafbop- 
pers, or locufis*; as one upon a very great emi-~ 
-nence looking down, beholds creatures as exceed- 
fing fmall and little, and if the J/raelites were to 
the Anakim or giants as grafhoppers, Numb. xiii. 
33. much more muft puny mortals bé fuch in the 
fight of Ged, and in comparifon of him ; and this 
may denote, not only the minutenefs of men, but 
what weak, impotent, ufelefs, worthlefs, and fhort- 
lived creatures men are; that /tretcheth out the bea- 
vens as a curtain; alluding to the firmament or ex- 
panfe, made at the creation, and ftill continued ;. 
which is as a curtain to himfelf, which he draws 
around himfelf, he dwelling in the higheft heavens, 
and in light inacceffible to mortals ; and which he 
ftretches out as a canopy around this earth, for 
the ufe of the inhabitants of ir: or, as @ Uittle 
thing ; or, as a little fkin*; and which he ftretches. 
out as eafily, as a man can ftretch out that: and 
Jpreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in it; for him- 
felf to dwell in, and fo ftretches out the heavens 
like curtains about him; tents being made of fuch, 
and often of fkins. SSA ATT 

¥. 23. That bringeth princes to nothing, 8e.| The 
great men of the earth, kings, rulers, and nobles, 
thefe he brings to the duit, and all their counfels, 
{chemes, and purpofes, come to nothing ; and their 
monarchies and kingdoms too in time. Where are 
now the Babylonifh, Perfian, and Grecian monar- 
chies, and thofe great princes that formerly reigned 
in them? he maketh the judges of the earth as va- 
nity; their decrees and decifions to for no- 
thing, as Tohu and Boku, the firft of which words 
is ufed here; fo that they are no more regarded 
and attended to. . a: 

¥. 24. Yea, they hall not be planted, 8c.] As trees 
are, like the cedars in Lebanon, tho’ they may feem to 
be fuch; but be like the grafs of the field, and herbs 
of the earth: or, even they fall be, as if they were 
not p'anted* ; they fhall not grow and flourifh ; or 
they fhall be plucked up, and be no more ; this is 
faid of the princes and judges of the earth: nay, they 
foall not be fown ; as feed is, which fpringing up, 
brings forth fruit, but fo it fhall not be with them; 
or they fhall be as if they had not been fown, no 
fruit being brought forth by theni: yea, their flock 
Jeall not take root in the earth, fo a8 to continue 
and abide, but they fhall foon vanifh and difappear, 
as the moft powerful princes, and wifeft 7 de. 
The Targum is, ‘* altho’ they multiply, altho’ they 
“¢ increale, altho” their children beeome great in 
*¢ the earth :” and or yea, he foal alfo'blow upon 
them, and they hall wither ; as grafs withers, when 
a fevere wind blows upon it: amd the whirlos 
foall take them away as fubble ; which 4s not able 
to ftand before the force of it ; and as unable are 
the greateft potentates on earth to’ ftand before the 
tempeft of divine wrath and vengeanee; if God 
blows but upon ‘them in oni eir glory and 
grandeur, pomp and power, wither aw 
flower of the field; and efpecially if 
forth in all the fury of his wrath; in @ 
way againit them, they are no more < 
betore him, than ftubble before a vic 
fee Rev. vi, 15,16, 17. - The Largum 
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* even he will fend his fury upon them ; and his 
«* word fhall take them away, as a whirlwind 
‘¢ ftubble.” 

_ 25. Lo whom then will ye liken me, or feail I 
be equal, faith the holy one?] Or be upon a level 
with? fince the greateft of men on earth are 
brought to nothing by him, and are no more: 
this is repeated from ¥. 18. and fupported with 
frefh ftrength of argument, to fhow, that there is 
nothing whatever, that is a fit likenefs and fimili- 
tude, by which to reprefent the Lord. 

¥. 26. Lift up your eyes on high, &c.] From the 
earth, and the inhabitants of it, even thofe of the 
greateft power and influence in it, to the heavens 
above, thofe that are vifible to the eye: and bebold 
who hath created thefe things; that are feen-in the 
heavens, the fun, moon, and ftars; confider the 
creator of them, what a glorious being he mutt 
be; what power he muft be poffefied of ; what 
dazzling light he muft dwell in, what glory and 
majefty he muft be cloathed with ; and how infi- 
nitely tranfcending all mortal creatures he muft be: 

‘that bringeth out their hoft by number ; not only into 
being at the firft creation of them, but at every 
proper feafon ; caufing the fun to rife every morn- 
ing, the ftars to appear at night, and the moon’ in 
its revolution ; as a general brings forth his army, 
marfhals it in order, mutters it, and takes the 
number of his foldiers: he calleth them all by names ; 
fuitable to their pofition and influence ; he knows 
the proper names of them all, which no aftrologer 
can pretend unto; and this is fuch knowledge as 
no general of an army has; for tho’ the ftars are 
innumerable to men, the names of moft unknown, 
they are all known to him that made them, P/. 
exlvii. 4: by the greatnefs of his might, for that he 
is ftrong in power not one faileth , thro’ the omni- 
potence of God, not only the fun and moon, the 
great luminaries, are continued in being, and con- 
ftantly obferve their order ;. but even every ftar 
keeps its place, or performs its courfe, and re- 
tains its influence, and in every inftance obeys the 
commands of its creator; never fails of appearing 
at his order, and of doing what he appoints it 
fhould. Kimchi gives the fenfe thus, that accord- 
ing to the virtue and efficacy that there is in 
every ftar, fo is its name; and becaufe of the 


ftrength and power that is in every one of them, . 


they remain unchangeably and unalterably the 
fame, as when they were firft created ; which not 
only holds true of the fun'and moon, but of the 
ftars, leffer and greater. The Targum is, ‘* be- 
“* caufe of the multitude of ftrength, and the 
** power of might, not one is hindered from its 
“© order ;” wherefore, as there is no likenefs on 
earth, fo none in heaven, with which the Lord is 
to be likened, or to which he can be equalled. 
This may refpect not the might and power of the 
Lord, in fupporting and maintaining thefe crea- 
tures in their being and ufefulnefs, but the ftrength 
and power of the mightieft creatures, to hinder 
their influence and fervice: for the words may be 
rendered, thro’ the multitude of ftrength, or any 
one being /rrong in power, not one indeed fails * , or 
is wanting ; that is, thro’ the ftrength or power of 
the mightieft creatures, angels or men, the hofts 
of heaven cannot be ftopped in their courfe, or 
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¥. 27. Why fayeft thou, O Faceb, and freakeft, O 
Tradl, &c.) ‘The Féews, fappofed to be in: capti- 
vity, are here meant, according to Yarchi and 
Kimehi;. whom the prophet reproves, for murmur- 
ing at the calamities and afflictions there endured 
by them : but it may be the church.and people of 
God, in gofpel-times; are here intended, being un- 
der fuffering circumftances, either under Rome pa- 
gan, or Rome papal; not only inwardly repining, 
but openly complaining and uttering; as follows : 
my way is hid from the Lord, meaning not their 
courfe of life, or their religious aétions,. their pro- 
feffion of the gofpel, their attendance on public 
worfhip, their prayers and other duties of religion; 
but their fufferings for his name’s fake, the tribu- 
lations they endured, the afflitted way they walked 
in, which they imagined God took no notice of, 
fince no way was opened. in providence for their 
deliverance out of them : and my judgment is paffed 
over from my God 5 my caufe and cafe are neglected 
by him; he does not undertake my caufe, nor 
plead it againft my enemies, or right my wrongs, 
and avenge the injuries done me, or. deliver me 
out of the hands of thofe that contend with me. 
The anfwer to which complaint follows, and which 
clearly fhows there was no juft foundation for it. 

¥. 28. Haft thou not known? baft thou not heard? 
&c.] From the hiftory of the church in all ages; 
from the experience: of all good men; from their 
own knowledge and obfervation ; from the fecrip- 
tures, and the prophets, the interpreters of them ; 
both that what is before fuggefted is wrong, and 
that what follows is true, that the everlaj/ting God, 
the Lord, the creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth 
not, neither is weary? or, the God of the world; 
that has made it, and upholds it, and governs it, 
and judges righteoufly in it ; who is from everlatt- 
ing to everlafting, unchangeably the fame; whofe 
name alone is Jehovah, the felf-exiftent and _all- 
comprehending being, the maker and former of all 


things ; who has not only created the earth, and. 


the foundations of it, as the Zargum, or the con- 
tinent, and the habitable part of the world, that is 
moft known and dwelt in, but even the extremities 
of the earth; and therefore knows, and will take care 
of his own people, let them be where. they will : 
and tho’ the work of creation, and of upholding 
creatures in their beings; and of governing the 
world, and providing for all in it, and of tak- 
ing care of his church and people in. particular, 


requires fo much power, as well as wifdom, yet he» 


never finks under it, nor is weary of it ;) wherefore 
they have no reafon to give way to fuch unbelief 
and defpondency, as above exprefled: there is xo 
fearching of bis underftanding ; ’tis infinite, it reaches 
to all perfons and things, and therefore he can’t be 
at a lofs to provide for his people, or plead their 


caufe ; nor can their cafe be unknown to him, or: 


he want either power or {kill to help them. © 

y. 29. He giveth power to the faint, 8c.) Who 
are ready to faint under afflictions, becaufe they 
have not immediate! deliverance, or their 
are not anfwered at once, or promifes not fulfilled 
as they expected , to fuch' he gives frefh fupplies 


of {piritual ftrength; he ftrerigthens: their faith, ° 


rayers » 


and enlarges their views, to behold the goodnefs | 


of the Lord inthe land-of the living, and con- 


hindered in their work appointed to do, or be de-| firms his bleffings and promifes of grace unto 


ptived of. their being. 


41 them,,.P/. xxvii. 13. 


The Targum is,.‘* who 
“* giveth 
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™ giveth wifdom to the righteous that breathe after gree of conftancy, and with patience and quietnefs = 
“< the words of the law :” and to them that have no | the Lord is to be waited upon for the manifeftations. 


might be increajeth firength , not that they have no 
coin at nity eat fpeaking ; for then it could 
hot be properly faid,, cheir ftrength was increafed by 
~ him; but that their might and power were very 
fmall, and that in their own apprehenfions they 
had none, and then it is that frefh ftrength is given 
~ them; as the apoftle fays, when I am weak, then 
am I ftrong, 2 Cor. xii. 10. tho’ this may be under- 
ftood, not of the ftrength of their graces, but of 
their fins and corruptions : a word trom the fame 
root as this here ufed, fignifies iniquity; and the 
fenfe may be, that the Lord increafes the fpiritual 
ftrength of fuch on whom the lufts, corruptions, 
and vitiofity of nature have not the power and 
dominion °- 

y. 30. Even the youths foall faint and be weary, 
&c.] Such as are in the prime of their ftrength, 
and glory in it, yet thro’ the hand of God upon 
them, by one difeafe or another, their ftrength is 
weakened in the way; or they meet with that 
which they are not equal to, and fink under, and 
are difcouraged, and obliged to defift. Some think 
the Babylonians and Chaldeans are here meant,. the 
enemies of Jrae/, and by whom they were carried 
captive. Fhe Targum interprets this claufe, as well 
as the following, of wicked and ungodly men, 
and fo do Farchi and Kimchi: it may be applied 
to the heathen emperors, who perfecuted the church 
of God, and were {mitten by him, and found it 
too hard a work for them to extirpate chriftianity 
out of the world, which they thought to have 
done ; and alfo to all the antichriftian ftates, who 
have given their power and ftrength to the beaft : 
and the young men fhall utterly fail; or, falling foall 
fail‘; ftaumble and fall, die and perifh ; or, how- 
‘ ever, not be able to perform their enterprife. 

¥. 31. But they that wait upon the Lord, &c.] 
As children on their parents, to do them honour, 
to obey their commands, and receive food and 
bleffings from them ; as fervants on their maifters, 
to know their pleafure, do their work, and have 
their wages; as clients on their patrons, to have 
advice of them, put their caufe into their hands, 
and know how it goes ; and as beggars at the door, 
who knock and wait, tell their cafe and wait, meet 
with repulfes, yet keep their place, and continue 
waiting: fuch an act fuppofes a knowledge and | 
reverence of God, confidence in him, attendance | 


of himfelf, who fometimes hides himfelf, buriis to 
be waited for, fince he has his fet time to thew him- 
felf again, and his prefence is worth waiting far 5 
alfo for the performance of his promifés, which 
may be expected from his perfections, the natura 
of the promifes, and their being in Chrift ; like- 
wife for anfwers of prayer, and for the freth dif- 
coveries of pardoning grace and mercy; and as 
Old Teftament-faints waited for the firft coming 
of Chrift, fo New Teftament-faints for his fecond 
coming, and for eternal glory and happinefs; and 
fuch foall renew their ftrength ; which is to be un- 
derftood of fpiritual ftrength in the heart, and of 
the graces of the Spirit there: it fuppofes ftrength 
received already, which natural men have not, but 
converted men have ; and yet they want more, and 
more they fhall have; to affift them in the perfor- 
mance of duty, to enable them to refift fatan and 
his temptations, and the corruptions of nature, and 
to caufe them to endure afflictions and perfecutions. 
patiently, and to perfevere unto the end: they fhail 
mount up with wings as eagles, fwittly and ftrong- 
ly ; it is expreffive of the motion of the affeétions. 
heavenwards towards God and Chrift, and things 
above ; of the entrance of faith and hope within 
the veil, and of the exercife of thefe graces on 
Chrift, who is-now at the right-hand of God; of 
the expectation of glory and happinefs in heaverr 
hereafter, and of prefent fupport under afflictions, 
the Lord bearing them as on eagles wings; fee 
Pf. ci. 5. Cant. iii. 7. Jf. xxxiii. 16. Exod. xix. 4. 
Deut. xxxii. 11, 12 &: they fhall run, and not be 
weary; in the way of God’s commandments ; which 
fhews great affection for them, hafte to obey them, 
delight and pleafure, chearfulnefs and alacrity there - 
in, fo as to be without wearinefs: and they fhail 
walk, and not faint; in the ways of God, in the 
name of the Lord, or in Chrift, as they have re- 
ceived him ; leaning on him, trufting in him, con- 
tinuing to do fo, till they receive the end of their 
faith, the falvation of their fouls; and fo fhall noc 
fink under their burdens, nor give out till they 
enjoy it: different perfons, tho’ all of them be- 
lievers, may be here intended; particularly chri- 
ftians under the gofpel-difpenfation, tried and ex- 
erciied by many enemies; fome fhall foar aloft, 
and dwell on highs others, tho’ they can’t rife 
and fly fo fwiftly and ftrongly, yet thall rus with- 


on him, not with the body only, in public and 
private, but with the foul alfo, and with fome de- 


out wearinefs ; and others, tho’ they can neither 
fly nor run, yet thall walk without fainting. 


CH Ay Po RE 


HIS chapter contains 2 fummons to the ene- 

mies of Chrift to come and try the caufe be- 
tween God and them before him ; words of com- 
fort to true believers, promifing them help, pro- 
tection, and provifion 4 full conviction of idolaters, 
and their practices; and is clofed with a promife 
of fome great perfon, and what he will do unto 
them, and for the people of God. The fummons 
is in ¥. 1. exprefled according to the forms ufed 
in courts of judicature. The iffue of the contro- 


© Cur non fumatur, [5')1&, illis quibus non fant vitiofe concupifcentiz robur auget, Guffet. Ebr. Comment, Pp. bilo: 
bw corruendo corruent, Montanus ; labefaéti cadent, Caftalio. 
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for ten years the eagle afcends very high in the firmament of heaven, and approaching near to the heat of the fun, i 
the fea, thro’ the vehemence of the heat; and then it cafts its feathers, and is renew again, and its feathers grow, 
ears to a hundred; and in the hundredth 


to.the days of its youth ; and fo every ten 


falls into the fea, and dies. So Ben Melegh from Saadiah Gaon. 


verfy is put upon this foot, the raifing up a certain 
perfon from the eaft, who it was that did it, which 
appearing to be the work of the Lord, proves the 
point contended about, ¥. 2, 3, 4. the obftinate 
perfiftence of idolaters in their idolatry, notwith- 
ftanding this is obferved, y..5, 6, 7. the peopl 
God, under the names of Facob and S/rael, the 
jects of God’s choice and affection, ¥. 8,9. are. 
couraged againft the fear of men, with promifes_ 
of help and ftrength from the Lorber & 
; f Hy ch nee 


—— 


’ The Jews have a notion, that 
alls into 


yeat it afcends according to its cu! 
~ oa 


fe 
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of confufion to their enemies, and victory over 
them, ¥. 11, 12, 15, 16. and of fpiritual pro- 
vifions, and great profperity in their wildernefs- 
ftate, in which they fhould manifeftly fee the hand 
of the Lord, ¥. 17, 18, 19, 20. when the idola- 
trous nations are challenged to produce their {trong 
reafons for their idolatry, and are put upon proving 
that their idols can foretel things to come, or do 
good, or evil to men, or own they are nothing but 
an abomination, ¥. 21, 22, 23, 24, 26. and then 
one is fpoken of that fhould come as a mighty 
warrior, and tread down the pagan princes, and a 
fett of gofpel-minifters fhould be fent, bringing good 
tidings to Zion, to the filencing of idolaters, and 
the ceffation of idolatrous worfhip, ¥. 25, 27, 
28, 29. 


y. 1. Keep filence before me, O iflands, &c.] The 
great controverfy in the world after the coming of 
Chrift, which is exprefsly fpoken of in the prece- 
ding chapter, was, as Cocceius obferves, whether 
he was a divine perfon; this was firft objected to 
by the Yews, and afterwards by many that bore 
the chriftian name ; fome in the times of the apo- 
ftles, efpecially the apoftle Fobn, and others in 
after ages ; fome affirmed that he was a mere man, 
as Ebion and Cerinthus; others that he was a cre- 
ated God, as Arius; and others a God by office, 
as Socinus and his followers ; now thefe are called 
upon, wherever they were, whether on the conti- 
nent, or in the ifles of the fea; and efpecially all 
fuch places which were feparated from Fudea by 
the fea, or which they went to by fea, were called 
iflands, perhaps the Huropean nations and ifles are 
more particularly intended ; and now, as when the 
judge is on the bench, and the court is fet, and a 
caufe juft going to be tried, filence is proclaimed ; 
fo here, Jehovah himfelf being on the throne, and 
a caufe depending between him and men being 
about to be tried, they are commanded filence ; 
fee Zech. ii. 13: and let the people renew their 
firength ; mutter up all their force, collect the moft 
powerful arguments they had, and produce. their 
ftrong reafons in favour of their fentiments: /e 
them come near, then let them {peak , let them come 
into open court, and at the bar plead their caufe, 
and fpeak out freely and fully all they have to fay ; 
and let them not pretend that they were deterred 
from fpeaking, and not fuffered to make their de- 
fence, or were condemned without hearing : /et us 
come near together in judgment, and fairly try the 
caufe ; the iffue of which is@@put upon this fingle 
point that follows. 

y.2. Who raifed up the righteous man from the 
eaft, &e.} The Largum interprets this of Abra- 
bam; and fo the Talmud", and this way go moft 
Fewifh and Chriftian commentators, and to him the 
characters agree; he was a righteous man, believed 
in Chrift for righteoufnefs, had the righteoufnefs 
of faith when circumcifed, did juftice, and wrought 
righteoufnefs himfelf, and required his children and 
feryants to do the fame, Gen. xv. 6. and xviii. 19. 
Rom. iv. 11. he was raifed up out of an idolatrous 
family, from Ur of the Chaldees, on the other fide 
the river Euphrates, which lay eaft of Fudea; he 
was called by the Lord #o his foot, as it follows, 
and was obedient to him; he went forth at his 
command, not knowing whither he went, Hed. xi. 
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fenfe, he father of many nations, even of all be- 
lievers, in all nations of the world, Gen. xv. 18 
21. and xvii. 4, 5, 6. Rom. iv. 41, 12,16. he made 
him a conqueror over the dings that had vanquifhed 
the kings of Scdom and Gomorrba; and plundered 
their cities ; who were no more able to ftand be- 
fore him, tho’ he had no more than three hundred 
and eighteen fervants of his houfhold, than duff and 
Jtubble can refift the force of a mighty winds he 
purfued them in an unknown tract, got an entife Vic- 
tory over them, without being hurt or lofing a 
man; which was fo extraordinary an affair, that 
Melchizedek prieft of the moft high God, and a 
type of Chrift, went forth to meet him, and blefled 
him, Gen, xiv. 14, 15, 18, ig,20. and who but 
the mighty God could, or did raife up this man, 
and make him what he was, and do the things he 
did ? fome, as dben Ezra, and feveral Chriftion 
writers alfo, think that Cyrus is meant, fpoken of 
as railtd up already, tho’ to come, in the manner 
of prophetic language, called the ravenous bird 
from the eaft, ch. xlvi. 11. who came from Perfia, 
which lay eaft of Judea; whom God called to bis 
foot, and who performed his pleafure, and executed 
his counfel, and fo faid to be a righteous maw in 
that refpect ; and is exprefsly faid to be raifed up in 
righteoujne/s; before whom the Lord fubdued. na- 
tions, and loofed the loins of kings , fee J/. xliv. 28. 
and xlv. 1,13. and xlvi. 10, 11. fome underftand 
it of him as a type of Chrift, who is the righteous 
one, or righteoufne/s itfelf, as the word properly 
fignifies, the Lord our righteoufnefs ; whofe name 
is Oriens, or the eaft, the rifing fun in the eaft, 
Zech, iii. 8. the angel afcending from the eaft, Rev. 
vii. 2. born in the eaftern part of the world; called 
to be the fervant of the Lord, and was; to whon 

he has given the heathen for his inheritance, aa 
made him his firft-born, higher than the kings of 
the earth, and whom he will overcome and flay 
with his two-edged fword: but fince rather Chrift 
is the perfon fpeaking, and concerning whorh the 
controverfy is, therétore fome petfon diftinét. ffom 
him mutt be meant; and [ am iriclined to think 
with Cocceius, that the apoftle Paul is intended, that 
wonderful man; tho’ this fenfe is rejected by Wi- 
tringa: he was a righteous one, made fo by: the 
righteoufnefs of Chritt; he believed in it, and waa 
a preacher of if, and lived a holy and righteous 
life and converfation; whom the Lord raifed up for 
uncommon fervice and ufefulnefs, and té whom he! 


fappeared perfonally to make hirh a minifter, and 


fend him out to do his work ; he was raifed up ih 
the eaftern part of the world, in Fudea, being an 
Hebrew of the Hebrews, and from thence fent forth 
into various parts ; fee 4és xxvi. 16, 17,18: called 
him to bis foot ; and tho’ he was like a furious lion,, 
raging againft his faints, breathing out flaughter 
and threatenings againft them, and in the height 
of his rage and fury ; yet was at once, at the call 
of Chrift, made as tame as a lainb, and faid, 
Lord, what wilt thon have me to do? he was wil- 
ling to do any thing, and every thing he pleafed,. 
Adis ix. 1, 6. and when he fignified it as his will, 
that he fhould preach his gofpel, he was not dif>. 
obedient, he did not confer with flefh and blood, 
but at once fet about it with the greateft zeal and 
readinefs: gave the nations before bim ; made hitn 
an apoftle of the Gentiles, or of the nations, and 


§. God gave him by promife the land of Canaan, | made thofe Gensiles or nations obedient by word 
poflefitd by feveral nations, and which his feed after-} and deed; he triumphed in Chrift every where, 


wards. inherited ; yea, 


moNy 


h T, Bab, Sabbat. fol. 156.2. Bava Bathra, fol 15. 


he made him in a fpiritual "and diffufed the favour of his knowledge in every 


place, 


1. Sanhedrin, Sol 108. 2, and Taanith, fol 24. 1. 
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place, Rom. xi. 13. and xv. 18. 2 Cor. it, 14: and 
made him rule over kings? governors, princes, po- 
“tentates, and kings of the earth; he had power 
over their fpirits, being an inftrument either of 
converting them, as Sergius Paulus the Roman. de- 
-puty, from whence fome think he had his name ; 
or. to make them to tremble at his difcourfes, as 
Felix the Roman governor ; and of bringing them 
at Jeaft to own there was fomething in the chriftian 
‘religion, as Agrippa, a crowned head, who was ob- 
liged to confefs, he had almoft perfuaded him to 
bea chriftian, As xiii. 7, 12. and xxiv. 25. and 
xxvi. 28. and of bringing their kingdoms, and the 
inhabitants of them, into fubjection to Chrift: he 
gave them as duft to bis fword, and as driven flubdle 
to bis bow ; whofe weapons were not carnal, but 
‘fpiritual, and mighty thro’ God; his fword was 
the fword of the Spirit, which is the word of God ; 
his bow and arrows were the gofpel, and the truths 
of it, in whofe miniftry Chrift went forth con- 
quering, and to conquer ; and this being attended 
with the power of God, men could no more ftand 
againft them, than duft and ftubble before the 
wind. 
¥. 3. He purfued them, and paffed fafely, &c.} 
Went on in his work, purfued his great defign in 
fubduing the fouls of men, and bringing them to 
the obedience of Chrift ; and tho” he had fo many 
enemies, he paffed on fafely,; God did not fuffer 
them to fet upon him, to do him any harm, even 
tho’ he was expofed to perils by fea and land, by 
thieves and robbers, by his own countrymen and 
heathens, in. city and country, and even by falfe 
brethren; fee 47s xviii. 10.. 2 Cor. xi. 26. it is in 


the future tenfe, he fhall purfue them, he fhall pafs 


fafely +5 or in peace: ‘even by the way that be had 
not gone with his feet , travelling in foreign parts, 
in diftant ‘countries, in tracks of land unknown 
unto him ; where he had never been. before, even 
from Ferufalem round about to L/ricum, fully 
preaching the gofpel of Chrift, Rom. xv. 19. 

y. 4. Who hath wrought and done it, &c.| Con- 
trived and effected it, formed the fcheme, and 
brought it to pafs; namely, raifing up the righ- 
teous man from the eaft, and fucceeding him in 
the manner defcribed: calling the generations from 
the:beginning ? or rather here begins the anfwer to 
the above queftion, which may be rendered, he 
that calleth the generations from the beginning *, he 
has wrought and done this ; and to this agree the 
Syriac and. Arabic verfions ; even he that knew 
them from all eternity, before they were, and all 
the men that would be in them, and could call them 
by their names and who calls things that are not, 
as tho’ they were ; and who calls them into being 
at the appointed time, and continues a fucceffion 
of them, one after another; who calls by his grace 
all that are called in fucceffive generations, and 
rules over them by his power, providence, and 
grace: J the Lord, the firft, and with the laf, I 
am 4e; the immutable Jehovah, the everlafting 
I AM, the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning 
and the ending, the firft and the laft; all which 
is faid of Chrift, and is the perfon here fpeaking, 
Rev. i. 8, 17. and xxii. 13. phrafes expreffive of 
his eternity and deity ; he is the firft and the 
laft in God’s thoughts, purpofes, and decrees ; in 
the covenant of grace; in the creation of all things ; 
in the falvation, juftification, fanctification, adop- 
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tion, and glorification of his people; and in t 
church, above and below : and with the laf, m 
be underftood either of the laft generations Ge 
is with, and calls as well as the firft, as De Dier; 
or of all believers with whom he fhall be, and tite 
with him to all eternity, fo Cujetius'. Now the 
converfion of the apoftie Paul, his commiffien te 
preach the gofpel, the extraordinary qualifications 
he was endowed with, the wonderful things done 
by him in the converfion of finners, and plantin : 
of churches in the Gentile world, and towards th 
abolition of paganifin in it, are inconteftible proofs 
of the deity of Chrift ; no mere creature could ever 
have raifed up fuch a man, and accomplithed him 
in fuch a manner, or wrought fuch things by 
him. a 
¥. 5. The ifles faw it, and feared, 8c.] Not the 
victory which dbreham got over thé kings ; nor 
Cyrus’s expedition againft Babylon, and other na- 
tions, and his deliverance of the ews; but the 
progrefs of the gofpel through the miniftry of the 
apottle Pau/: the idolatrous inhabitants of the Ger- 
tile nations faw great multitudes embracing and 
profeffing the gofpel ;: they faw their idols neglect: 
ed, and their temples abandoned; they feared what 
would be the confequence of all this, that their 
old religion their fathers retained, and they were 
brought up in, would be abolifhed; and efpecially 
a pannic feized the priefts on this account, whole’ 
livelihood depended upon it : the ends of the earth 
were ofraid, for the found of the gofpel by him, 
and other apoftles, went into all the earth, and 
their words to the end-of the world, ‘Rom. x. 78. 
meaning the inhabitants that dwelt in the furtheft 
parts of the earth, where ignorance and idolatry 
wholly reigned : they drew near, and tame; not to. 
God, nor to Abraham, or Cyrus’ father to their 
gods, to exert themfelves in the defence of their 
religion ; or whichis‘ beft, they got together té 
confult what was proper to be done on fuch an 
emergency. as CE) fas Sal 
¥. 6. They helped every one his neighbour, 8cc:4. 
By advice and counfel, ‘by the beft arguments they 
could make ufe of, to’ withftand the new religion, 
and defend the old one’; to prevent the embracing: 
the’one, and relinguithing the other: and every exe 
faid to bis brother, be of good courage, or be firong my 
they ftrengthened one another’s hands in their ido=> 
latrous worfhip, encouraged each other to oppoie 
the prevailing’ doétrine; urging, that the craft of 
fome was in danger, and the religion of them all ap 
ftake, and their god@Plike to fall into contempt. 
An inftance of this may be feen in Demetrius the 
craftfman at Epbefus, when the gofpel mightily 
prevailed there, who ftirred up the workmen. of| 
the fame craft with himfelf and the like, fageeit4 
ine the lofs of their bufinefs, andthe difhonour. 
reflected on their goddefs Diana, thould'the apoftle 
go on as he did; by which we may judge how it! 
was, more or lefs, in other parts of the world; 
fee Ags ix. 20, 23—28. one Cresta 
¥. 7. So the carpenter encouraged the goldfmith, 
&c.] The carpenter, when he had made a wooden. 
image, encouraged and haftened the goldfini 


or the jiner, as fome render it, to do his part, in’ 
covering it with’ plates of gold or filver: and be 


that fmootheth with the ‘hammer him that fowte the 


anvil, he that beat’ out thin plates of. and 
filver with the hammer, in order to decorate the— 


{TOD TH, perfequetur, Vulg. Lat. Pagninas, Montanus; “)33, tranfibit, V. L. Pagninus, ‘Montanta, {Rar 


PRD MIN WP, ule qui vocat ve/ vocavit generationes ab initio, Munfter, ‘Tigurine verfion 
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* Comment, Ebr. p. 29. ™ PIN, fortis 


. So fome in VataSlus. ‘ 
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wooden god, encouraged the» fmith at the forge, 
that fmote on the anvil, there making nails for the 
faftening it to a pillar or wall, to haften his work : 
Saying, it is ready for the fodering ; for the feveral 
joints to be put together, by fodering them: aud he 
foftened it with nails, that it fhould not be moved ; 
either the goldfmith and finer faftened the plates of 
gold and filver with nails, that they might be kept 
faft and clofe to it; or the fmith that {mote on the 
anvil, and made the nails, he faftened the image 
with them at fome proper place, that fo it might 
not fall, or be taken away. All which, as it re- 
prefents the hurry and folicitude idolaters were: in, 
to keep up,their craft and religion; fo it expofes 
them to ridicule and contempt. 

¥. 8. But thou, Irael, artmy fervant, &c.] As 
the great fpread and fuccefs of the gofpel, could 
not fail of drawing the refentment of the idolatrous 
heathens on thofe who embraced and profeffed it, 
and by whom they were grievoufly perfecuted un- 
der the. Roman emperors ;- wherefore, to fupport 
themy under thefe trials, the ord fpeaks thefe and 
the following comfortable words unto them ; for 
not carnal, but fpiritual J/rae/ are here meant; fuch 
who by the power of divine grace were turned from 
idols to ferve the living God, who were made willing 
to become his fervants, and whofe honour it was to 
be fo called and accounted; and being: fo, they 
might be affured their Lord and Matter would 
protect and defend them, blefs and reward) them : 
Facob whom I bave chofen, Ifraelites indeed; Fa- 
cob-like, plain-hearted men, wreftling and» pre- 
vailing ones in prayer with God, whom: he chofe 
to be his people, and peculiar treafure; who, tho’ 
difallowed of men, were like their Lord and Sa 
viour, chofen of God, and precious: » the feed. of 
Abraham my friend ; the f{piritual feed of Abraham, 
being believers in’ Chrift, and .friends of his, as 
Abraham was; and whom he. ufes and ‘fhews tobe 
fuch, by difclofing his fecrets to them, Jobmxv.. 
¥..9. Thou whom I have taken: from the ends of 
the earth, &c.] Meaning not dbrabam, nor his na¥ 
tural feed; but'fuch who. believed) in Chrift, who 
dwelt in the-furtheft, parts of the earth, to whom 
the gofpel came, and, by which they were laid hold: 
upon, and apprehended by Chrift-as his. own: and 
called thee from the chief men thereof; from among the 
great men of. the earth, out of their families, courts,’ 
and palaces :, or rather called them by grace, when 
fuch perfonages were paffed, by.and-Jeft; not many’ 
noble, not many mighty, -being called iin thofe’ 


times, 1 Cor. i. 26:2 and faid. unto thee, thou:art)| 


my fervent; and not only called them by the name; 


but made them fuch in reality: .adding,| J: have’ 


chofin thee, and not caft thee, away;-nor does the 
Lord caft away any whom he has-chofen and: fore- 
known; and therefore being thus»dear to God, \as 
all the above titles and ats of grace fhew, and 
being fecured by him from perifhing, or. being 


eternally loft, this fhould encourage them to. fuffer | 


perfecution patiently for his, name’s fake, andenot 
be afraid-of any of their enemies;:'as follows;::. 

x. 10. Fear thoy not, for tam with thee), 8ec.]) 
Not merely -by.his effence. or ;potver} who is. every 


wheres or by his providence fupporting, preferving,» 


obierving, ordering, and over-ruling all: things; 
but-in @ way of {pecial grace,. to. guard. and_pros 


coe 


ok. 


ele pies) Ge, neque diffolvaris, Munter ¢. vel ne liquefiag, -Watablus. 
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tect his people, fupport and fupply them, ' comfort 
and ftrengthen their: hearts ; wherefore they need 
not fear any of their enemies, nor whatfoever they 
may be called to fuffer for his name’s fake, even 
tho’ they pafs through fire and water, and the val- 
ley of the fhadow of death : de not difmayed, I am 
thy God; thro’ Chrift, in a covenant-way, as ap- 
peared by the effectual vocation of ther; and there- 
fore might depend on his love, be fure of his 
power, expect all needful fupplies, and to be com- 
fortably carried thro’ every fervice and trial, they 
were called unto; and need fear nd enemies, or 
be difmayed.-at any thing that fhotld befal them ; 
or become weak as’ water, and their héarts mele 
like wax within them, ‘as the Fewi/> commentators 
generally interpret the word" The. Tergam is, 
“be not broken ;” in fpirit. THe word fignifies 
to look ‘about,’ as perfons in diftrefs, and’ amazed: 
I will firengthen thee ; with ftrength’in their‘ fouls, 
to perform duties, exercife grace, withftand cor- 
ruptions, refift temptations, bear afflictions,  fuffer 
perfecutions, ‘and do their generatioh-work, ac- 
cording to the will of God ; and if God is the 
ftrength of his people, they need not be’ afraid of 
any perfons’or things, P/: xxvii. 1, 25'3;' yea, I 


will belp thee; help them out ’of all their:affliGtions 


and temptations, and out of ‘the hands of all their 


enemies’; help-them in ‘the ‘difcharge of duty, in 


the exercife of grace, in bearing the crofs, in fight- 
ing the Lord’s battels, and’ in their journey to an- 
other world ; help them to every mercy, temporal 
and fpiritual, to all needful fupplies'of grace, and’ 
at laft to glory; whofe help is fuitable: ‘and: fea- 


fonable, and may be expected, ‘fince’ he is able to. 
help, either with or without means ; has: promifed 


tovhelp his people, -as here,’ and’he'is faithful that’ 
has promifed; he has laid help’on one that is’ 
mighty, and fet*up.a throne of grace to come to. 
for help im time’ of need ;’and feeing he is, their 
helper, they need ‘not fear‘what men‘or devils cari 
do unto themy Hed. xiii. 4)'6:° [will ‘uphold thee 


with the right hand of “my righteoufnefs »cithér by 
his almighty power; “or! by “hisSon, the man’ of 


his right hand,-made' ftrong? for himielf, and the 


author of righteoufhefs:'to “his people : ‘this is_éx- 
preflive of his fuftentation of them, not therely in 


a providential way, “but ina ‘way Of fpécial grace :- 
and of his powerful proteétioi and prefervation of 
them, fo a8° that they'fhalbftand ‘in’ thé grace’ of 
God, go ontin-his ways,"and-not fall finaly and . 
totally, "but-petfevere. to*the® end}, tho? their trials 
and temptations! may begrédt ‘and many, *" 
yaa, Bebold, all’ they that ivere incenfed againf. 
bce, \&o.} *Ror: rejecting their: idols, “andi lot- 
worfhip 5 for receiving the’ Gofpel; and srofefiing® 
it : ~hall. be afhamed and confounded , their idols: Ay 
being ableto\help’ thent;-hor they to defend-the ® 
worlhip of ‘them :: the fame is” faid with. refpect 'to™ 
Chrift,: chioxlv.ca4:'-they\yhall be as nothing, ana 
they. that firive with thee fhall- perifh , or, the men 
of thy firife,® all hall ‘comé to nothing, and ut- | 
terly perifhy*as to their. perfons, fubftance, power, - 


fecutors of \God’s\pedple? * 


Verbum,formatum: a inomine Spe,’ qilod” 7+: 
 SSRRAREAN, virile, Montanees rizr, 


Kk karts goad. 
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Rev. vi, I 5,16, 17: ever them that contended with thes 
oY,” themen of thy contention ® ; who contended witl 
chem; not by words and arguments, but by fe- 
vere“ perfecutions, ftriving thereby to hinder the 
progress of ad Hea and to root chriftianity out 
of the world’; they that war againft thee fhall be.as 


webbing, and asa thing of nought , or, the men of thy\ 


wa? 4, that proclaimed and. carried on war againit 
thé chriftians, in order to deftroy them utterly; yet 
théy, and all their efforts, came to nothing, the 
gofpel prevailed, and paganifm was utterly abo- 
lifhed 3 which came to’ pafs in Confantine’s time, 
st the Opening of the fixth feal, Rev. via 12, 13, 
f° which is a proper comment on_ this text. 
ey 

band, coal Take hold of it, join in league and al- 
Vance with his 5) ople as it were, go hand in hand 
With them ; and having fuch an one, with them, 
and ‘on their fide, they need fear no enemy: or it 
ig expreflive of great freedom, familiarity, and 
friendfhip, which may affure believers of the ftrong 
affection of God towards them; and they may con- 
clude themfelves fafe, being held by him as achild 
in the hand of its parents, which is then not afraid 
éf any thing. The Lord holds the right hand of 
his people, teaching them to walk by faith, lead- 


ing them into his prefence, and to communion} 


with himfelf, and keeps. them from falling: or, he 
witl ftrengthen thy right. hand," to do his work and 


fervice, and oppofe. their enemies; or he will re-} 


lieve their wants, and fill.their hands with his good. 


things, which is fometimes the fenfe of the phrafe, | 
Ezek. xvi. 45: faying unto thee, fear not, I will) 
help thee ; as one friend takes another by the hand} 


in diftrefs, and bids. him be of good, chear, pro- 
mifing him all needful affiftance and fupply. See 
the note on y. Lo, 


¥. 14. Fear not, thou worm Facob, 8c.] Being | 


like a worm, .expofed to. danger, and liable to be 
trampled upon and crufhed, mean, and defpicable 
‘in their own eyes, and.in.the efteem of others; and. 
it may be Facob, or the true J/raelites are fo called, 


‘becaufe of their impurity in themfelves, of which} 


they are fenfible; and chiefly becaufe of their weak- 
nefs and impotence to defend themfelves, and re- 
fift their enemies. It is an obfervation of Farchi, 
Kimchi, and Ben Melech, that the ftrength of a 
worm lies in its.mouth, which, tho’ tender, can 
ftrike the ftrongeft cedar, and. penetrate into it; 
and the latter obferves, that the ftrength of Jjrce/ 
hes in their prayers, as. Facod’s did, when wreftling 
with the angel, and making fupplication, he had 
power with God, and prevailed. Now, tho’ the 
faints are fuch poor, weak,.and contemptible things, 
yet the Lord bids them not fear any of their ene- 
mies, he would take their part, Sod proteét.them : 
and. ye men of Ifrael; the Vulgate Latin verfion. 
renders it, ye dead men of I/rael* ; fuch as were ac- 
counted as dead men, and had no, more refpect 
fhown. them than the dead, that are remembered 
no.more ; or were expofed.to death daily, for the 
fake of Chrift and his gofpel; or that reckoned 
themfelves dead to fin, and did die daily to it, and 
lived unto righteoufnefs : or, ye few men of Ifrael, 
as others ‘render it ; Chrift’s flock is:a little flock, 
his church is a little city, and few men in it, in 
comparifon of the men of the world: J will help 
thee, faith the Lord, and thy Redeemer, the holy one: 


o? “PSD WON; viros jurgii tui; Montanus. 
£ YD PID, quiconfortat dexteram tuaf; Gataker. 
© Orvyeres Iegana, Sept. viri 


" Travels, part 2. B. a, ch. 5. p. 24. 


For the Lord thy God will bold thy right 


SATIN WIN, 
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pauci Ifrael, Munfter, Montancs ; 
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of free! ;. which is repeated for the confirmation 
of it, and is the more ftrongly affured by thefescha- 
ratters of Redeemer of his people, ous, of «hg 
bands of .ali their enemics, and the holy. and judt 


ftill. made ufe of in the eaftern countries, as (eq- 

Sieur Thevenot * relates; “* at Damafcus, he fays, ara 
‘¢ almoft all Turky over, they threfh not the<orn, 
but after it is cut down, they put it up ih heaps, 
and round the heaps they fpread fome of it four 
or five feet broad, and two feet thick ; this be+ 
ing done, they have a kind of fled, made of four 
pieces of timber in {quare, two of which fexve 
for an axle-treg. to two great rollers, whofe/ends 
enter into thefe two pieces of timber; 10 as/ that 
they eafily turn in them: round each of thefe 
rollers there are three iron pinions, about hal 
a foot thick, and a foot in diameter, whofe 
pinions are full of teeth, like fo many faws < 
there is a feat placed upon the two chief pieces 
of the timber, where a man fits, and drives 
the horfes, that draw the machine, round 

the lay of corn that is two foot thick; and that 
cutting the ftraw very finall, makes the corn 
come out of the ears without breaking it, for it 
flides betwixt the teeth of the iron: when,the 
ftraw is well cut,.they put in more, and then 
feparate the corn from that hathed ftraw, ~by 
toffing all up together in the air with a wooden 
‘© fhovel ; for the wind blows the ftraw .a little 
“ afide, and the corn alone falls ftraight down— 
‘“ in fome places that machine is different, as 1 

have feen, adds he, in Mefopotamia, where, in- 
ftead of thofe pinions round the rollers, they 
“¢ have many pegs of iron, about fix inches long, . 
‘© and three broad, almoft in the fhape of wedges, 
«© but fomewhat broader. below than above, faiten- 

«¢ ed. without any order into the rollers, fome 
“¢ ftraight, and others crofs-ways ; and this engine 
<¢ is covered with. boards over the irons, whereon 

‘« he that drives the horfe fits—they take the fame 
“ courfe in Perfia.” Some apply this to the apo- 

{tles of Chrift, compared to oxen that 1 

the corn; and who not only plowed. and. 

but threfhed in at a Miri im 
bringing down every 4igh thing, compa 
Dips and hills that Eola felf aga 
knowledge of God, and of reducing it to ¢e. 
dience of Chriff., fee 1 Cor. ix. 951 


ee 
lee 


ce 


ce 


n 


5., but it feems rather to refer to Conftdntine, 2 
chriftian emperor, brought forths, and broug md 


in the church ;, the fame, with. the man-¢ 
; dS .wotantsho Rae NODE 

viri belli tai, Vatablus; pugne tum, Mo 

2 9Py9, morales Tira I £ ioe 


fa) Iitaek,, qui pauco es numero, Tigurinewerfions = 
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woman brought forth, caught up into heaven, 
raifed to the Roman'empire, and who ruled the na- 
tions; the Pagan ones, with a rod of iron, Rev. 
xii. 5. and then ‘the “church, who before was but 
as a-worm, weak dnd contemptible, now became 
powerful and formidable; and therefore compared 


to a new threfhing ‘inftrument, heavy, fharp, and 
cutting: thou fhalt threfh the mountains, and beat 
them jimall,and halt make the bills as chaff; which 


metaphorically defign kingdoms and {tates ; fo the 


“ fume kingdoms ;” fo. Farchi and Kimchi inter- 
pret it, of kings and princes ; and ben Ezra par- 
ticularly of the Babylonians, but thefe were not 
deftroyed “by the people of God, but by the Per- 
frons > it is better therefore to underftand it of the 
Roman emperors, and of the Roman empire con- 
quered by Conjtantine, and deftroyed as pagan, and 
when every mountain and ifland were moved out 
of their places, Rev. xii. 7,8. and vi. 14,15. and the 
prophecy may have a further accomplifhmient in the 
deftruction of Rome papal, and all the antichriftian 
fates, when the kingdom and intereft of Chrift, fig- 
nified by a ftone cut out without hands fhall break 
in pieces, and confume all other kingdoms ;. which 
thall become like the chaff of fummer threfhing 
floors, and the wind fhall carry them, away, and no 
place be found for them, as follows ;! fee Dan. ii. 
34, 35, 44. this threfhing of the nations is afcribed 
to the church, tho” only as an inftrument, the 
work *is the Lord’s, as in ¥. 20. fee Mic. iv. 13. 
Hab. iii. 12. 

¥.16. Thou fhalt fan. them, and the wind fball 
carry them away, and the whirlwind fhall fcatter 
them, &c.| In allufion to the cuftom of the Fews, 
who had their threfhing floors on the tops of hills 
and- mountains, where they took the opportunity 
and advantage of the wind in winnowihg: their 
orn} which fanned it, and carried away the chaff, 
and feattered it abroad; in like manner it is fug- 
gefted, the enemies of the church and people of 
God fhould: be dealt with, which. are like the chaff 
the wind, driveth away, and is found no. more, 
Pf i. 5. and fo Rome pagan was no more. as fuch 
when fubdued. by Conjtantine, nor will the papal 
antichriftian ftates, Dam: ii. 35. Compare with this 
what is faid of literal Babylon, which wilh have -its 
accomplifhment in myftical. Babylon, Fer. li. 33: 
and thou fhalt rejoice im the Lord, the Targum is, 


** in the word of the Lord;” and fo it. paraphrafes, 


the preceding claufe, ‘* his word fhall {catter them 


“*-as the whirlwind chaff ;” and therefore in ‘him: 


the faints fhall rejoice, becaufeit is he that deftroys 
their enemies ; fo when Rome. pagan: was abolithed, 
and the devil and his, angels, or the heathen em- 


perors, were drove out of it and. deftroyed, there 


was great joy among the people of God,. faying, 
now 13 come falvation and ftrength, and the kingdom 
of our God, and the power of his Chrift, Rev. xii. 
ro. there will be great rejoicing in the Lord like- 
wife when. Rome papal: falls, and thé faints have 
got the victory over the beaft, Rev. xv..2, 3. and 
xvii. 20, and xix. 1, 2: and fhalt glory in the holy 
one of Ifrael, whofe arm alone has done the! above 
things, and to whom the ‘glory is'to be given : it 
is the true character of believers to rejoice in Chrift, 
in his perfon, offices, and grace, aiid to. glory in 
his being made unto them wifdom;,, righteoufnels, 

ion, and redemption, Pbil. iii. 3. 1 Cor. 


be BOn BT em Steed ; reps 
¥.17.-When the poor and needy feck water, and 
there is none,sand their tongue faileth- for thirft, 


219 
&c.] This is to be underftood not literaily,. but 
fpiritually ;. not of their outward circumftances, 
tho’ the people of God are for the moft part, the 
poor of the world, and in need of the good things 
of it, hungry and thirfty, and naked ; but of their 
fpiritual eftate: as in Chrift they need nothing, but 
in themfelves, and at different times, and in dif- 
ferent frames, want many things; as larger dif- 
coveries. of the love of God, frefh fupplies of grace 


|from Chrift, more {pititual light and livelinefs, 
Targum, <* thou fhalt flay the people, and con- | 


freth ftrength and comfort, frefh views of ‘pardon 
and righteoufnefs, frefh food for faith, and more 
grace of every fort to help “et in ‘their time of 
need ; and which. they feek for av the throne of 
grace, and in public ordinances, and fometimes 
they can. find none; or it is a long time ere they 
obtain any: they thirft after doétrine, as the Tar- 
gum, after the word and ordinances, and fometimes 
their circumftances are fuch, they can’t come at 
them after communion with God, and fpiritual 
comfort, and can’t enjoy it, being in a place where 
is no water; and after the bleffings of grace, an 

can have no application of them; fee P/. xlii, 1, 2. 
and Ixiii, 7, 2. and Ixxxiv. 2. this may reprefent 
in a great meafure the ftate of the church’ under 
the ten perfecutions of the heathen ernpérors, or 
when obliged to fly into the wildernefs from: the 
wrath of the dragon, Rev. xii. 6, 14: I the Lord 
will hear them; their cries and prayers, and anfwer 
them, and fupply their wants, who is the Lord 
God Almighty, and can help them, the Lord that 
changes not, and therefore they fhall not be con- 
fumed: IT the God of Ifrael will not forfake them; 


| neither their perfons, nor his work of grace upon 
| them, but will fupport them, and provide for them, 


and ¢arry on his work in them; of which they may 
be affured, becaufé hé is the God of J/rael, theit 


| Covenant-God: and Father. 


¥. 18) L will open rivers in high places, 8c.) 
Which is not ufual’; but God will change the 
courfé of nature, and°work miracles, rather than 
\his people fhall want what is neceffary for them ; 
ithus he Opens’ to them‘ his everlafting and un- 
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in his Son; whofe ‘grace’ is as rivers of water in 4 
dry land, exceeding abundant, and very zefrefhing ; 
alfo the graces of his Spirit, which he givés in 
great ‘abundance, aiid are thofe rivers of water he 
caufes’ to: flow forth from them that believe in 
Chrift, in’ the comfortable exercife of them ; fee 
Pf. xxxvit 8. and‘xlvis 4. Rev. xxii. 1. Ji xxxii. 2. 
fobn vii. 37, 38 : and fountains in the midft of the 
valleys; God himfelf is the fountain of life, and 
of living’ waters ; Chrift is the fountain of gar- 
dens, and in him are wells of falvation; the grace 
of the’ Spirit is a well of living water; fpringing 
up unto eternal: life; and of thefe, humble fouls, 
comparable to the lowly vallies, are pattakers of, 
Pf. xxxvi. 9. Cant.iv.i5. If xii. 3. John iv. 14. Fam. « 
iv. 6:2 will make the'wilderne/s a pool of water, and the 
diy land fprings of water ; -refpecting either the Gen- 
tile-wotld, ‘which’ was like a wildernefs and dry 
land before the gofpel came into it, but by that 
was watered and tnade fruitful; or the ftate and 
cafe of the people of God being in a wilderne(s- 
condition, when *the Lord takes notice of te 
anc 
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ois 3 : 

and fupplies them with every thiitg neceffary, fo| over, proteéts and defends , and this title is af 
that thenert like a. watered cation, white {prings | med for the'comfort of them, Rata ic is. king 
So eee xi, uy.» This paage is applics: by | over-all the: ratios of the World, yet in an eH 
Fesws to the times: of the Meffiah "5.5 © ‘00? {nent and peculiar fenfe their king ; and he doe! 
sid Qoeals% not ftile“himfelf the God of Yacob, tho’ he was 


will plant-in the wildernefs the cedar, the | cE 
yr in 3 - becaufé this was the thing in controverfy, and th 
é caufe to’be decided, whether he was the true G 


Jon Where -fach trees had not ufed the 
or the gods of the Gentiles ; and the duit 


butyim Lebanon, and fuch: like places. 

itp oro thought to bea kind of cedar | 
itis the,fame of which is the Jhittim wood men- 
ioned. in.Awed, xxv. 5,.and xxxy.'7, 24, and is fo: 
called. by, the Targum here :\.and-the myrtle, and the 
ilatree,s rabout the former there is no difficulty, 
and.one,would think there, fhould be none about 
the-atter,-and..that. the. olive-tree is meant ;-but 
Knchithinks that.is- not certain, and fuppofes the 
pine-treeis;meant 5,and,,ebferves, thatthe olive- 
tree. is«liltingnifhed from.this oil-tree in Ned. viii. 
i 5..aS,indeed,it i8g,and\is by our tranflators there 
rendered.the-pine-trees which they take to be meant 
by another.word.in the next,claufe: J will fet-in 
the-defert the. fir-tree, and the pine, and the box-tree 
together 3 wehat we here render,the pine, the Targum 
interprets. it;of..the elm, and fo. the Vulgate Latin 
verfion: now.by all. thefe are figuratively, meant 
converted perfons’ in. the Gentile. world, in whom 
as. great a, change” was, wrought, as if, inftead. of 
briars and thorns came up fuch trees as thefe ;, and 


caufé them to come nigh, let them appear in court,- 
ee, si 


what is clearly and plainly foretold, and agreeable 
to the prediétion comes'to pafs, is 4 proof of deity. 
and as fuch is here challenged. “The ‘zy here, and 
the we in the following’ clanfes, either defion God, 
and the chriftians, the: true 'worfhippers’ of him ; 
or rather the three divine perfons’ in the Godhead, 
Father, Son, .and Spirit, the one true God, in op- 
pofition to the gods of the‘heathens. "T’ Say win 
renders it, ** what fhall ‘happen to as:” Ver them 
foew the former things what they be; either what’ 
were before the: creation’ of ‘the world, as Farchi; 
what were “purpofed,- decreed, ‘and determined’ fo 
early to be done'y or let then? write, or infpire their 
prophets’ to write, ‘a ‘hiftory of the creation, and’ 
of the tranfactions of former times, as Mo/es did, 
under ithe infpiration of God ; or let’ them fhew 
whatthings before’ predicted by them have come 
to pafs, cagreeable to their predictions ; “or rather, 
ibe firficthings, which ulay be; feet 5 what will firft 
or prefently ‘come to pafs, ‘that’ fhéw unto us if you 
can: ‘that we wiay confider'thém, and know the latter 
end of: them’; ot; ‘and weill fet our hearts uy 
them 75 weigh’ them well' in our minds, and di- 
ligently:and attentively confider them, how dnd in’ 
what: manneriit‘is foretold they fall cémé to pats, 
and take:notice*and obferve the iffue ‘of them, and 
whether: the ‘everit ‘atifwers to thé” prediGtion : or 


rts 


hase 


declaré us things \for to comes which are at ‘a’ ‘great 
diftance ;tell ‘us*nor-only what'fall be done’in the’ 
prefentiage;>‘but onward to thé end of the’ > 
| wale gbShew the things that-aré to come be reap! 
&c.] From henceforward: toi the *confammiati 

f allsthings fo, the Targdm, ** thew. 


troverly. between him and,-the idolatrous, heathens, | | ; 
and challenges; them to-bring their caufe-into, open | ders: sthat\qee may kno 4 


court, .and.let it.be publickly, tried, , thatuit} maybe} f 
deen on what fide truth,lies :, bring forth your strong’ 
realons, faith.the king.of Facob.5. or, king \ofsfaintsy | ing 
the erue J/rgel of God, who. acknowledge thé,Lord)| hearand-afar off ‘The:7: 
as their king and their. God,.and,;whom he. wales | ‘< know: whether ‘ye wor i 
ota vd qed ai ot sete Isqion  2ui3 otdted bart | wd4 .§ ld MOK GY SEDII7 dase, AONE 
i Bemidbar Rabbas 4. ng, FOLLB Bg ET Ge Dex COS MDYY a TOMY os LI ) 
) agra quid: ipfay: nuntiatey»Montanks ¥Upriora quznam Gilt indicate; Pifcator. “i. 
noftromyy Vielgs Lats: Pagninars, Montanas? 9 nombaes! 4 TS WY A 
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‘ is any profit ;” as if the words were {poken not 
to the idols, but to the worfhippers of them : yea, 
do good, or do evil; not in a moral, but in a civil 
fenfe ; do good to your friends, to your worfhip- 
pers; beftow favours upon them, as Ido on mine; 
or inflict punifhment on your enemies, fuch as de- 
{pile your deity, and will not worfhip you, as I do 
on thofe that defpife me, and will not regard my 
fervice and worthip: that we may be difmayed, and 
behold it together 5, that when we fee your deity, arid 
are convinced of it by the above proofs, we may 
be amazed and aftonifhed as not expecting fuch 
proof, and be confounded, and have no more to 
object unto it. The Targum is, ‘ that we may 
‘* confider and reafon together ;” and bring the 
matter in controverfy to an iffue, as it is in the 
next verte. 

¥.24. Bebold, ye are of nothing, &c.] Not as 
to the matter of them, for they were made of gold, 
filver, brafs, ce. but as to the diviiity of them; 
there was none in them, they were of no worth 
and value; they could do nothing, either good or 
evil, either help their friends, or hurt their ene- 
mies; yea they were lefs than nothing; for the 
words may be rendered by way of comparifon, e- 
hold, ye are lefs than nothing *, fee.ch. xl. 17: and 
your work of nought; the workmanfhip beftowed 
on them, in cafting or carving them, was all to no 
purpofe, and anfwered no end; or the work they 
did, or pretended to do, their feigned oracles, and 
falfe predictions: or, worfe than nothing; fome ren- 
der it, worfe than a viper»; a word like this is 
ufed for one, ch, lix. 5. and fo denotes thé poi- 
fonous and pernicious effects of idolatry: az abo- 
mination is he that chafeth you y as the object of his’ 
worfhip ; he is not only abominable, but an abo- 
mination itfelf to God, and to all men of fenfe 
and religion; for the choice he makes of an idol 
to be his God, fhews him. to..be a man void of 
common fenfe and. reafon, and deftitute, of all 
true religion. and godlinefs, and mutt be a ftupid 
fottifh creature, . The Targum is, “¢ an abomination 
‘* is that which ye have chofen for yourfelves, or 
*¢ in which ye delight,” meaning their idols. This 
is the final iffue of the controverfy, and the judg- 
ment. pafled both upon the idols and their wor- 
fhippers. 

¥.25. Lhave raifed up one from the north, &c.] 
- Either one people, or one perfon ; a mighty king, 
as the Targum; meaning either Cyrus, who might 


Sow 2. das 


of all, as moft agreeable to the {cope and tenor of 
the prophecy, to underftand it of Con/fantine, who, 
as reported, was born in Britain, in the northern - 


‘part of the world; but when called to the empire, 


was in the eaftern parts of it; and fo with great 
propriety it is exprefféd here, and in the following 
claufe: and from the rifing of the fun he fball cali 
upon my name; which thofe that apply the prophecy 
to Cyrus, explain by Ezra i. 1, 2, 3. but is much 
more applicable to Con/tantine, who was a worthip- 
per of the true God, which invocation of his name 
is expreffive of; and who opénly profefléd the name 
of Chrift, and encouraged thofe that did, and fpread 
his name and fame, his gofpel and his glory, 
throughout the empire, eaft and weft: and he /ball 
come upon princes, as upon morter, and as the potter 
treadeth clay; that is, he fhall come upon them 
with his army, and conquer them, and tread them 
down, and trample upon them, as morter is trod- 
den upon; or mire in the ftreets; or as the clay is 
trodden by the potter, who does with it as he 
pleates ; which thofe who interpret it of Cyrus, un- 
derftand of Afyages, Crafus, Belhhazzar; and others 
fee ch. xlv. 1. and is as true of Conj/tantine, who 
fubdued the emperors of Rome, trod them under 
his feet; as Maximius,; Maxentius; Licinius, 8cc. 
moreover the word Saganin here ufed, is a word 
ufed by Fewifh writers for priefts, for fuch who 
were the deputies of the high-prieft ; and it may 
defign here the pagan priefts, and the deftruction 
of them, and of paganifm “in the Roman empire 
by Conftantine. 

¥. 26. Who hath declared from the beginning, that 
we may know ? &c.] Who of the idols, or of their 
priefts, that have déclared things future before they 
came to pafs, or ever predicted fuch an event as 
this before-mentioned ; which, if underftood-of Cy- 
rus, was an hundred and fifty years before it came 
to pafs; and if of | Conftantine, near a thoufand 
years : and before-time, that we-may fay, he is righ- 
teous 2. that.is, who hath declared things ‘before the 
time of the accomplifhment of them, ahd they have 
come to pafs, as they have been declared? by 
which it. may be known that they are gods, or the 
priefts of fach that! aré fo, by their having pre- 
icience.of future events, of the {pirit of prophecy ; 
and fo-it may be faid of them, that they aré juft 
in: their. pretenfions, and have a rightful claim to 
deity, or are true prophets ; fo the Targum, ** that 
** we may fay it is true :” yea, there’ is none that 


be faid to.come.from the north, and from the rifing | /beweth, yea, there is none that declareth, that fhews 


of the fun, or the eatt, as in. the next claufe; fince 
he was by birth. a Medo-Perfian, hence called a 
mule ; by. his mother a Mdede, and the. country of 
Media lay rather to’ the north of Babylon ; and’ by 
his, father a Perfan, and Pexjfia lay to) the, eaft. of 
it; and the forces he brought with him againft it, 
were partly Medes, and partly Perfians 5 tho’ fome, 
as Jarchi obferves, think, two perfons ate. meant in 


this. and the next. claufe ;:.in. this Nebuchadnezzar, |. 


who came from Badylox, which lay north of Fudea, 
to invade it; and im the.other Cyrus, who came 
from the eaft,. and proclaimed, the name of the 
Lord,,.and. liberty to. the captive Jews. . Kimchi 
and his.father, both interpret. it of the king Met 
fiah, as: do alfo more ancient Fewi/h writers °, of 
wwhom Cyrus was a types, but-to me. it. feems beft 
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and. declares thing's to comie, of fuch as the true 
God fliews and declares : yea, there is mone that 
heareth your words 5 none of your worfhippers that 
ever heard’ you fpeak a word, who, when they 
have prayed to, you, could never have an anfwer ; 
and therefore you havé no juft claim to deity; or 
ever heatd any of your ptophets fay fuch a thing 
fhould come to pafs, and it did. 

y. 27. The firft thall fay to Zion, behold, behold 
them, 8cc:} Or, I the firft fay to’ Zion, I who am 
the farft and- the laft, ¥. 4. which» fome ancient 
Fewifh writers ‘ obfervé is the name of the Meffiah, 
and.apply the paffage to him; or; Iam the firf 
that-fay thefe things to Zion *, bebold, behold them , 
behold fuch and fuch things fhall come to pafs, . 
and accordingly they have come: to pafs; or, de- 
bold, 

» Ph ejus ofere vipere, Junius 
€ Vajikra’ Rabba, §. 9: PreaNe . Z Bem abar Rabba, . 13. 
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hold, the promifed’ Meffiah, whom ‘I -have long | 
ipokenof, behold he is come; fee ch. xlii. 1. and : 
bébold ‘them, his apottles and minifters, publifhing | 
the good tidings of falvation, as follows. The | 
Targum’ js, * the words of confolation which the | 
*« prophets prophefied from the beginning con- | 
* cérnin& Sion, behold they come ;”” they come to 
pafs; which is fuch a proof of deity, the idols 
and their worfhippers cannot give: and I will 
give to Ferufalem one that bringeth good tidings , 
which fome interpret of J/aiab; others of Cyrus ; 
others’of Chrift; and others of ‘ob the Bapiift. 
I fuppofe the fingular is’ put for the plural, one that 
bringeth good ticings, or, an evangelift for evange- 
lifts; and» may be underftood of gofpel-teachers, 
‘whom the Lord* gave. to his church and people, 
and by means of whom ‘he {pread his gofpel, not | 
only in Fudea, but in the Gentile world, to the | 


overthrow of paganifn. 

y¥. 28. For I beheld; and there was no man, &c.] 
Among all the pagan’ priefts and prophets that | 
could toretel things to come; or could prove that 
their idols did or could fay any thing in favour of 
them: even amongft them, and there was mo coun- 
fellor ; none that could be advocates for thefe idols, 
and plead their caufe,; or could give any good ad- 
‘vice and counfel to perfons that needed it, and who 
applied to them, or their idols for it: that when I 
éfeed of them, could anfwer a word, when afked 
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“WAHIS chapter begins with a prophecy con- 
cerning the Meffiah, ‘under -the-character of 
the fervant of the Lord, and his ele¢t, whom he 
fupported, and was well pleafed with ; whofe work 
is pointed at; and for which he was ‘qualified with 
the Spirit without meafure, ¥. 1. and is. defcribed 
by his humility and meeknefs, ¥. 2. by his tender- 
nefs. to weak. and ignorant perfons, ¥. 3. and by 
his courage’ and refolution, ¥. 4. then follow his 
call'to his-work, andthe feveral parts of it, in- 
troduced with fetting forth the greatnefs of God 
that called him, as the creator of the heavens, and 
of the: earth, and of men upon it, ¥. 5, 6, 7. 
whofe’ naine’ is Febovab, ‘and. whofe: glory is’ in- 
communicable to a creature, and whofe knowledge 
reaches ‘to’ future things, which are predicted by 
him, ¥.:8, 9. and then Gentiles are called upon 
to praife the Lord, and’ give glory to him) partly’ 
for. the above promifes concerning’ the Meffiah, | 
ys 10, 14,420 and partly for the deftruction of his; 
enemies, “¥..93, 14, 15. and-alfo for his’ gracious 
regard to fuch who had been. blind and ignorant, 
y. 16. the confufion of ‘idolaters is ptophefied of, 
and an exhortation is given ‘them to''make ule of 
the means of light and knowledge, ¥.-17; 18. and 
the blindnefs, ignorance, and ftupidity of the Fes. 
are expofed, ‘tho’ there was a remnant among.them) 
with whom’ the Lord. was well pleafed, for the 
fake of the righteoufnefs of his Son, ¥.19)/20,°2'1. 
but as for the body of the people, they were'to be 
given up to the fpoilers and robbers for their fins 
_ and difobedience, and be the butt of the divine. 
wrath and vengeance, *y. 22, 23, 24, aigt199 


lel 
¥.1. Bebold my Servant whom I uphald; &c.] 
The Targum is, * behold my fervant the Meffiah ;” 


f Mathmiah Jefhuah, fol. 9. col. 1.2. Chizzuk Emunah, Pp 
ei, veloilh, Pagninus. Calvin; in eo, Montanus. 
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what they had to fay on behalf of. their gods.they 


worfhipped, were dumb and [peechlefs ; moreover 
all this may be faid of the idols.themfelves, that 


there was none among them that. could foretel a 


future event, or give any wholefome counfel to 
their worfhippers, or could fay any thing-in their 
own defence; and therefore to clofe the contro- 
verfy, the following fentence is pronounced, 

¥. 29. Bebold, they are all vanity, 8ec.] Both 
the idols and the worfhippers of them ; in vain 


j they claim the title of deity, to which they have 


no right; ‘and in vain do men worfhip them, fince 


they receive no benefit by them : their works are 
nothing ; they can do. nothing, neither ‘good- nor 
evil; nothing is to be hoped or feared from them, 


and the worfhip given them is of no avail; nothi 

is got by it; it is all ufelefs and infignificant, yea, 
pernicious and hurtful: their molten images are wind 
and confufion, tho’ they are made of caft metal, 


| yet fetting afide the coftly matter of which they are 


made, they are of no more folidity, efficacyy and 
ufe, than the wind; and are like the chaos of the 
firft earth, mere Johu and Bobu, one of which 
words is here ufed, without form and void, hav~ 
ing no fori of deity on them; and therefore men 
are directed to turn themfelves from them, and 
behold a moft glorious perfon, worthy of worfhip 
and praife, defcribed in the beginning of: the next 
chapter, behold my fervant, &c. ») A eo 8 


and “Kimchi on the ‘place fays, this is ‘the ‘king 
Meffiah ; and fo Abarbinel ‘ interprets it of him, 
and other Jewi/> writers, and which is ‘rights for 
the prophet {peaks not of himfelf, as Aben Ezra 
thinks nor of Gyras, as Saadiah Gaon; nor of the 
people of Jrael, as Farchi, but of Chrift, as it is 
applied, Mart. xii. 17, 18. who is'fpoken of under 
the character of a /ervant, as he is; not as a'di- 
vine perfon, for as fuch he is the Son of God ;\ but 
as man, and in his office as mediator; a fervant of 
the Lord,-not. of angels, or men, but of his di+ 
vine Father; who chofe him, called and fent him, 
and affigned him his work; which was principally 
the redemption of his people, and-whieh he dili- 
gently, faithfully, and fully performed ; in which 
he.was upheld as man and. mediator by his Father ; 
not only in his’ being as man, but was ftrengthened 
and helped in his mediatorial fervice, 6 that he 
did not fink under the mighty weight of the fins 
of his people, or of the wrath of God : ory whom 
I lean upon®; as a’mafter on his fervants fo Kim- 
chi she relied on him ‘to do. the werk “he under- 
took’; he trufted him with his own glory, -and the 
falvation of his people. This prophecy is*ufhered 
in with a debeld exciting ‘attention’ to what is laid 
concerning Chrift, -as'of: the’ greateft importance’ 
directing ‘the eye of faith to him for righteoufnels 
and falvation; and as’expreffive: of admiration at 
him, that he who--was the Son of: fhould 
become a fervant, and undertake the falvation”-o! 
men : mine elec in whom my~foul dehighteth, th 

character of ele may refpect the choice 


Ch. xlit, ¥. 2-4. 


redemption of man, and appointed to glory; and 


likewife the choice of Chrift to office, to be the’ 


Mediator between God and man; to be the Sa- 
viour and Redeemer of the Lord’s people ; to be 
the head of the church, and to be the foundation 
and corner-{tone of that fpiritual building ; and to 
be the judge of quick and dead: and with him, 
as fuch, was the Lord well! pleafed, or delighted , 
with his perfon, as the Son of God ; and with all 
his chofen, as confidered in him; with what he 
did as his: fervant ; with the righteoufnefs he 
wrought out; with ‘the facrifice he offered up ; 
and with his fufferings and death, through which 
peace and reconciliation were made with God for 
finners :\ J have put my Spirit upon him, my holy 
Spirit, as the Targum; not on him as a divine per- 
fon, as fuch he needed him not; but as man, 
with which he was filled without meafure at his 
incarnation, and which refted upon him, and qua- 
lified him for his work and office, as prophet, 
prieft, and king: he fhall bring forth judgment to 
tbe Gentiles ; the gofpel, the produce of divine wil- 
dom; the gofpel of God, whofe judgment is ac- 
cording to truth; the rule of human judgment in 
things fpiritual and faving, and by which Chrift 
judges and rules in the hearts of his people ; this 
he brought forth out of his Father’s bofom, out 
of his own heart, and publifhed it in perfon to the 
ews, and by his apoftles,to the Gentiles, who be- 
ing converted by 4t, became fubject to his rule and 
government. 

y. 2. He fhall not cry, &c.] According to Aben 
Ezra and Kimchi, asa -judge in court is obliged 
to extend his voice that he may be heard: the 
evangelift Matthew renders it, be fall not firive ; 
or contend in a difputatious way, about mere words 
and things to no profit, or litigate a point in law ; 
he fhall bring no complaints, or enter an action 
againft any, but rather fuffer wrong, ag he advifes 
his followers; Matt. v. 40. for this ‘doesnot re- 
fpe& the lownefs of his voice in his miniftry ; 
in this fenfe he often: cried, as wifdom: is faid to 
do, Prov. i. 20, 21. and viii. 1, 2, 3. fee Fob vi. 
37 : nor lift up that is, his voice, as Farchr, Kim- 
chi, and Ben Melech fupply it; or, as others; he 
fhall not lifty up faces, or accept perfons ; ‘and fo 
the Vulgate Latin verfion renders it, neither fhall he 
accept any perfon; or the perfon of any man, which 
‘is true of Chrift; but the’ former fenfe feems beft, 
which agrees with what goes -before, and follows 
after: wor caufe bis voice to be heard in the ftreet , 
his voice was heard in the ftreet in a  minifterial 
way ; he fometimes preached in the ftreet, as in 
many other public places; Luke xiii. 26, but not 
ina clamorous contentious way ; not in an oppro- 
brious and menacing manner; nor in’ a way of 


oftentation; boafting of himfelf,‘ his doctrines, and: 


miracles, but behaved with great humility and 
meeknefs; his kingdom.) was without pomp and 
noife, which worldly princes are attended: with ; 
but this was not to be, 
the note on Matt, xii. 19... 

oy. 3. Adbruifed reed foall he nat break, 8c.) The 
tendernefs of Chrift to'weak ‘and ignorant perfons 
is here, and in the next claufe exprefied; by whom 
young,converts or weak believers, feem to be de- 
figned; whe are compared to a reed, becaufe worth- 
lefs with. refpectto God, whom, they cannot pro- 
fit 3» and.in the view of men; who reckon them as 
nothing; and-in themfelves, and in their.own view, 
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| the fins of ‘his people upon him; and with afenfe . 
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who judge.themfelves unworthy of the leaft of mers 
cies ; and becaufe they are weak, not only as all 
men are, of which weaknefs they are fenfible, but 
they are weak in grace, efpecially in faith, and 


have but little hope, their love is the ftrongeit; 
and becaufe they are wavering like the reed, toffed 
to and fro with every wind of doétrine, and fhaken 
with the temptations of fatan, and difturbed with 
many doubts and fears; and are like a druifed reed 
that is f{queezed, and almoft broke to pieces; and 
fo of no ufe; thefe are broken in heart; under.a 
fenfe of fin and unworthinefs; whofe fpirits are 
bruifed and wounded with it, and whofe hearts are 
contrite on account of it. 
not lay his iron rod, but holds out the golden 
{ceptre of his grace to them; he does not call them 
to iervice and fufferings beyond their ftrength ; but 
{trengthens, fupports, and upholds them with the 
right hand of his righteoufnefs ; he binds up their 
broken. hearts, having poured in the balm of Gi- 
lead, his own blood, and the wine and oil of his 
love; he encourages them in their application to 
him for falvation, and manifefts his pardoning 
grace, and reftores comforts to them, and revives 
their fouls : and the fmoking flax fhall he not quench; 
or, the wick of a candle”; which juft going out, has 
fome heat, a little light, fmokes, and is offenfive; fo 
the perfons intended by it, are fired or lighted with 
the divine word; have fome Heat of affection in 
them to {piritual things, but- have but little light; 
into the corruption of nature; into the glories of 
Chrift’s perfon; into the doétrines of the gofpel; 
into the everlafting love of God, and the covenant 
of grace ; and but little light of joy and comfort; 


On thefe Chrift does 


and this almoft gone, and feemingly ready to go 


out; and yet Chrift will not extinguifh it, or fuffer 
it to. be extinct ; he doesnot difcourage fmall be- 
ginnings of grace, or defpife the day of fmall 
things ;- he blows up their light into a flame; he 
increafes their fpiritual light and knowledge; fup- 
plies them with the oil of grace; trims, fnuffs; 


and caufés their lamps to burn brighter. The 
Targum is, *“* the meek, who are like to a bruifed 
** reed, fhall not be broken; and the poor, who 
** are as obfcure flax. (or a lamp ready to go out) 
** fhall not be extinét :” he jhall bring forth judg- 
ment unto truth, which fome underftand of Chrift’s 


feverity to wicked men, in oppofition to his tender= 
nefs to his own people ;' fee J/i xi. 4. others of the 
goipel, as preached: by him in truth, asin y. 1. 


but rather it defigns the power of his Spirit ‘and 
grace’ accompanying the word, to the carrying on 
of his own work in the hearts of his people; which, 
tho’ attended with*many difficulties and difcou- 
ragements, fhall go on, and be performed; grace 
will break thro’ all: obftructions, and prove victo- 
rious at laft; fee Mat. xii. 20. 

¥. 4. He fhall not fail, &c.| For want of ftrength 
to go thro’ the work of redemption: or, grow dim ‘ 
and dark, as a lamp for want of oil, or‘as-the 
wick of a candle ready to go out. Hence the Sep- 
tuagint.verfion, be foall faine “ ; in the glory of his 
perfon, as the Son of God in the fulnefs of his 
grace, as Mediator, which fhal! never fail ; and in 
the hearts of his people by his Spirit 5. arid in his 
gofpel publifhed to the world: nor be diftouraged , 
at the number, power, and menaces of his enemies, 
he had to grapple with, fin, fatan, the world, and” 
death »-or;::ter be broken'., with the weight of all 
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of divine wrath ; and with the whole punifhment.} 
due unto them inflicted on him, enough to have 
broke the backs and fpirits of men and angels ; 
but he ftood up under the mighty load, and did 
not fink beneath it, but endured all with an in- 
vincible courage and refolution of mind: “il be 
have fet judgment in the earth, fully fatisfied the | 
juftice of God for the fins of his people, and per- 
formed the work of their redemption in righteouf- 
nefs ; and then he fent and fettled his gofpel in the 
world, proclaiming the fame; and fixed a fett of 
gofpel-ordindnces to continue the remembrance of 
it, till his fecond coming, M©aimenides ® produces 
this paflage to prove, that the Meffiah fhall die, 
becaufe it is faid, be /halt not fail—till, 8c. but 
this does not fignify that he fhould fail afterwards, 
but that he fhould continue always: and the ifles 
foall wait for bis law , his doétrine or gofpel, the 
law or doctrine of faith, particularly that of jufti- 
fication by his righteoutneis, with every other ; this 
the inhabitants of the lands, or diftant countries, 
the Gentiles, fhould be defirous of hearing, readily 
embrace and receive, and truft in Chrift, made 
known to them in it. The Septuagint verfion is, 
and in his name feall the Gentiles truft ; and fo in 
Matt. xii, 20. fee As xxviii. 28. and xii. 42, 


48. 

¥. 5. Thus faith God the Lord, &c.|. The God 
of the world, as the Targum. This,.with what fol- 
lows, is a preface to the call of Chrift, to the great 
work of redemption; fetting forth the greatnefs of 
God as a Creator, that calls him to it, and there- 
by encouraging him as man and Mediator in it, 
as well as the faith of his people, to regard him 
as their Saviour and Redeemer, and believe that 
this work he was called unto, fhould be, performed 
by him; for what is ic that'God, the Creator of 
all things, cannot do? he that created the heavens, 
and firetcheg them ont; he firft: made them out of 
nothing, and -ftretched out the firmament of them 
as 4 curtain and canopy over the earth, and them 
as a tent for himfelf to dwell in, ch. xl. 22: be 
that fpread forth the earth; into the length and 
breadth it has, for man and beaft to dwell. on it: 
and that whith cometh out of it, grafs, herbs, and 
trees, which he has fpread: all over it: be that 
giveth breath unto the people upon it; ashe did-to 
man at firft, he breathed into him the breath of 
life, and as he. gives, to all fince, Gem. ii. 7. ABs 
XVil. 25 :, and [pirit to them that walk therein ; not 
only breath in, common-with the beafts of: the | 
field, and;other creatures, but a rational fpirit, or 
a reafonable foul, an intellective faculty, a capa- | 
city of underftanding things, as brutes have not. 
Jorchi interprets this of the Holy Spirit, which God 
gives, to them, that- walk before him, 

¥. 6. I the Lord have called thee in righteoufnefs, 
&c.] Not: the: prophet Jaiah, as Farchi. and: Aken 
Ezra interpret it; nor the people of IJfrael, as 
Kimchi; but the Meffiah,. whom. Jehovah, called to 
the office of Mediator, in a righteous way and 
manner, confiftent with: his. own perfections-; and. 
not againft the will. of Chrift, but with: his: full 
confent : or, unto righteoufne/s, as:fome™; fo the 
Arabic verfjon.; to fulfil His righteous purpofes, 
concerning the welfare and falvation of his people; 
to perform his righteous. promifes; of his coming, 
and, of good things-by him ;. to-fhew:his; ftriGe vins 
dictive juftice againft fin, in the punifhment of ity 
and: to: bring! in an, everlafting righteoufnefs for hig 
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people: or, it may be rendered, I have called thee 
with righteoufne/s°, Chrift came a righteous per- 
fon, holy in his nature, harmlefs in his life, and 
truly deferved the character of Jefus Chrift the 
righteous: and will bold thine band; denoting his 
prefence with him, and nearnefs unto him his fa- 
vour and affection for him; his counfel and di- 
rection of him ; the fupport and affiftance he gave 
him; and the ftrength he received from him as 
man, to go thro’ his work: and will keep thee ; 
as the apple of his eye, being dear unto him; from 
being hurt by his enemies, till the time came to 
be delivered into their hands ; and from mifcarry- 
ing in his work ; and from the power of the grave, 
fo as to be long detained in it: and give thee for a 
covenant of the people; Chrift is a covenantee, a 
party concerned in the covenant of grace; the re- 
prefentative of his people in it; the furety, medi- 
ator, meflenger, and ratifier of it ; the great blef- 
fing in it; the fum and fubftance of it; all the 
bleffings and promifes of it are in him, and as 
fuch he is given; it is of God’s free grace that he 
was appointed and entrufted with all this in eter- 
nity, and was fent ‘in. time to confirm and fecure 
it for the people; given him of his Father, re- 
deemed by him, and to whom the Spirit applies 
the bleffings and promifes of the covenant; even 
the elect of God, both among Yews and Gentiles, 
efpecially the latter, as follows: for a light of the 
Gentiles; who -were in the dark as to the true 
knowledge of God and Jefus Chrift, and the way 
of righteoufnefs and {falvation ‘by him, and of all 
divine and fpiritual things ;.now .Chrift, thro’ the 
miniftry of the word: by his Spirit, was a light unto 
them; by which they were enlightenéd into their 
own ftate and condition: by nature, and:into the 
knowledge of himfelf, and the myfteries of grace. 
¥. 7. To open the blind eyes, &c.| Of the idola- 
trous Gentiles, who were fpiritually blind, and knew 
not the wretchednefs. of. their cafe; the exceeding 
finfulnefs of fin ; their need of a Saviour, and who 
he was; as: they did, when their eyes were opened 
by means of the gofpel fent among, them, thro’ the 
energy of the divine Spirit; for this is a work of 
almighty power and efficacious grace : ta bring out 
the prifouers from. the prifon , who. were “conclu- 
ded in fin, fhut up in unbelief, and under the 
law, the captives of fatan, and held faft prifoners 
by him, and their own lufts, under the dominion 
ot which they were: and them that fit mm darkuefs 
out of the prifon-houfe; of fin, fatan, and the law; 
being wnder'which, they were in a ftate of dark- 
nefs. and ignorance’ as to things’ divine and fpiri- 
tual. The allufion is to prifons, which are com- 
monly dark places. Vitringa, by the prifoners, un- 
derftands: the Yews fhut wp under the law; and by 
thofe in darkne/s, the Gentiles, deftivate of all divine | 


¥. 8. Lam the Lord, thatis my tine, Be} Fen 


| hovah, a-name exprefiive of his felf-exiftence, eter- 


nity,: and: immutability;..a name by whieh he made 
himfelf known to [rae! of-old, and which is pecu~ 
liar to: him, and does not belong to another, and 
fo diftinguifhes hiny fron all-falfe gods ; fee Exod. 


iii. 14. and vi. 3, Pf. Ixxxiii. £8. or. my. 
name ®, to which arG; he bimfelf, ¢, an- 
fwers ; fee Pf. ci. 27. ‘comparedewith xiii. S. 


and this is one of the names of God: with the 
Jews. 1; as How is with the Turks to 
which, in Arabic, fignifies Bimy that-is, God. as 
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Monfieur Thevenoi.’ obferves ; fee ch. xlviii. 12: 
aud my glory will I not give to another , that is, to 
arother god, to a ftrange god, to an idol; as that 
has not the nature, it ought not to have the ram> 
of deity, nor divine worfhip given to it: this th: 
Lord will not admit of, but will punifh thofe, b: 
they heathens, or _are called chriftians, that give 
the glory to idols, that is due unto his name. This 
is not,to be tinderftood to the exclufion of the Son 
and Spirit, who are with the Father the one Jeho- 
vah, and fhare in the fame glory ; the Son is the 
brightnefs of his Father’s glory, and the Spirit is the 
Spirit of glory, Hed. i. 3. 1 Pet. iv.14. nor will he 
fuffer the glory of the juftification, falvation, and 
converfion of men, to be given to their works, will 
and power, which is entirely due to his own grace, 
to the blood and righteoufnefs of his Son, and to the 
energy of the divine Spirit: meither my praife to 
graven images ; which ferves to explain the former 
claufe, what is meant.by his glory, and who by 
another, to whom he will not give it. Papifts 
fhould obferve this, for it refpeéts not merely or 
only the graven images of the heathens, but chiefly 
thole among them that bear the chriftian name ; 
for this relates to New Teftament-times. The 
Jargum is, “* and my glory, in which I am re- 
‘«« vealed to you, I will not give to another peo- 
«¢ ple; nor my praife to worfhippers of images.” 
¥. 9. Bebold, the former things are come to pafs, 
éc.] Which the Lord had foretold in former times, 
as to Abraham, concerning the affliction of his po- 
fterity in Egypt, the bringing them out from thence, 
and fettling them in the land of Canaan; and other 
things by Mo/es and Fo/hua, and other prophets , 
and by J/aiah, and particularly the captivity of the 
ten tribes, which was now come to pafs in the 
times of Hezekiah: and new things do I declare , 
as the captivity of Judah and Benjamin, and their 
reftoration by Cyrus; and ‘more efpecially the mif- 
fion and incarnation of Chrift, his fufferings and 
death, and redémption and falvation by him; 
which were not only things to come, but new 
things, famous and excellent ones: before they 
fpring up I tell you of them, or, before they bud 
forth" ; while the feeds. of them were under ground, 
fown in the purpofes and decrees of God, he {poke 
of them in prophecy ; and now former prophecies 
being fulfilled, and new ones delivered out, con- 
‘cerning things of which there was no appearance, 
and yet there was the greateft reafon to believe their 
accomplifhment, from the fulfilment of the for- 
mer ; this mutt be a ftrong proof and confirmation 
of the Lord being the true God, and the. only 
one. 

x. 10. Sing unto the Lord a new fong, &c.].On 
account of the new things before prophefied of, 
and now done; on account of redemption and fal- 
vation by Chrift, and the converfion of the Gen- 
tiles thro’ the light of the gofpel. brought among 
them ; the fong of redeeming Icve, and for the 
gofpel, and regenerating grace ; and not the Jews 
only, but the Gentiles alfo are called upon to fing 
this fong, as having a fpecial fhare in the bleffings, 
the fubje&t of it: hence it follows, and his praife 
from the end of the earth , thither the gofpel being 
fent, and there made effectual to the converfion of 
many, thefe are exhorted to fing and fhew forth the 
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praifes of him who had called them out of heathenifht 


blindnefs and darknefs into the marvellous light 


of the gofpel and grace of God: ye that go down 
into the fea; in fhips, that trade by fea; fuch as 
the Phanicians, Tyrians, and Sidonians, to whom the 
gofpel came, and where it was preached with fuc- 
cefs, to the converfion of many of them, and 
therefore had reafon to join in this new fong; fee 
Ads Xi, 19. and xxi. 3, 4. or fuch that went by 
fea to diftant parts, on purpofe to publifh the go- 
fpel, as Paul, Barnabas, Silas, arid Timothy; and 
who fucceeding in their work, had reafon to re 
joice; fee és xiii. 4; and xvi. rt. and xx. 13. 
and xxi. 1: and all that is therein; ot, the fulnefs 
of it* 5 meaning not the fifhes in it, but the iflands 
of it; as next explained: the ifles, and the inha- 
bitants thereof; as Cyprus; Crete, and other ifles, : 
which heard the joyful found of the gofpel, and 
embraced it; és xiii. 4. Tit: i. g. and as the fea 
often denotes the weftern part ot the world from 
Judea, this may defign the European parts of it, 
and the iflands in it, particularly ours of Great- 
Britain and Ireland; whither the gofpel came very 
early. 

¥. 11. Let the wildernefs and the cities thereof lift 
up their voice, &Fc.] The eaftern part of the world; 
Arabia Deferta, and the inhabitants of the cities 
which were in it: the villages that Kedar doth in- 
habit ; or the courts‘, or tents; the Kedarenes inha- 
bited, who were Arabians, and dwelt in tents, 
which they pitched here and there, for the con- 
veniency of their flocks ; and fo the Zargum, “ the 
** Arabians that inhabit the wildernefs fhall praife:” 
let the inhabitants of the rock fing; or of Petra, 
which Ferom fays was a city of Paleffine. It was 
the metropolis of Arabia Petrea, which whole 
country may be here meant, and the inhabitants 
of it, who had reafon to fing for joy, when the 
gofpel was preached unto them ; as it was by the 
apoftle Paulin Arabia, Gal. i. 17: let them fhout 
From the top of the mountains ; the wild, favage, and 
barbarous people that dwell there, but now become 
civilized, as well as evangelized by the gofpel ; or 
the meffengers and minifters of the word, whofe 
feet on thofe mountains were beautiful, bringing 
the good tidings of peace and falvation by Chrift. 
The Zergum interprets this of the refurrection of 
the dead, ‘* the dead, when they fhall go out of 
** the houfe of their world, from the tops of the 
‘¢ mountains fhall lift up their voice **” 

¥. 12. Let them give glory unto the Lord, &c.] 
For all the great and good things he has done for 
them, in fending his gofpel to them, calling them 
by his grace, enlightening their minds, and reveal- 
ing his Son in them, and making them partakers 
of the bleffings of his grace, and entitling them to 
eternal glory and happinefs : and declare bis praife 
in the iflands,; as on the weftern continent, and 
the ifles of it; fo on the eaftern continent, and 
the iflands of it, the iflands of Greece, the iflands 
in the Aigean fea. 

y. 13. The Lord fhall go forth as a mighty man, 
&c.] Inthe miniftry of the word, conquering and 
to conquer, girding his /word on his thigh; caufing 
his arrows to be fharp in the hearts of his enemies ;_ 
clothing the word with power; making the wea- 
pons of warfare put into the hands of his mini- 
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ftring fervants mighty, to pull down the frrong holds 
of fin and fatan, to caft down the proud imagina- 
tions of mens hearts, and to bring into captivity 
every thought to the obedience of himfelf : or in the | 
army of Coafantine, whom he ufed as his inftru- 
ment for the deftruétion of the pagan empire, and 
of paganifm in it, and for the eftablifhment of 
chriftianity : be frall ftir up jealoufy like a man of 
war, or, @ man of wars*; that has been ufed to 
fight battels ; Chrift is reprefented as a warrior, 
Rev. xix. 11. his church is in a warfare-ftate ; his’ 
fubjeéts are foldiers; his minifters are his generals 
under him, and with them he goes forth, and ftirs 
up his own jealoufy, his wrath and fury againft his 
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Vi. 14,15, 16: and dry up all their berbs5othe 
common people, and common. foldiers that were 
with them, and on their fide; comparable} for 
{mallnefs, weaknefs, and number, to the grafsi of 
the mountains and hills : and I will make thé rivers 


enemies, and takes vengeance on them, and the 
jealoufy of his minifters and people, for his own 
glory: he /ball cry, yea roar ; not only fhout aloud, 
as foldiers do, when they make an onfet, but make 
a hideous noife, as the old Romans did, to frighten 
Chrift, in the miniftry 
of the word, not only cries, and calls, and invites 


and difpirit their enemies. 


fouls, fenfible of themfelves and their condition, 


to come unto him, and partake of his grace; but 
he roars as the lion of the tribe of Fudah; and 
threatens impenitent and unbelieving finners with 
his wrath and vengeance: be jhall prevail againft 


bis enemies 5 he fhall conquer and fubdue them by 


his Spirit and grace, and make them his willing 
people in the day of his power; and fuch who 


will not have him to reign over them, he will rule 
them with a rod of iron, and break them in pieces 
as a potter’s vefiel. 

v.14. I have long time holden my peace, &c.] 


For many hundred years the Lord fuffered the 


Gentile world to walk in their own ways, to wor- 
fhip their idols, and took no notice of them ; he 
winked at, and overlooked their times of ignorance, 
and did not bring down his vengeance upon them, 
nor ftir up all his wrath ; nor indeed did he fend 
any among them, to reprove and convince them 
of their errors, and threaten them with ruin, in 
cafe of their continuance in them: J have been fiill, 
and refrained myfelf ; had been filent, and faid no- 
thing againft them in a providential way, but 
curbed and kept in his wrath and difpleafure at 
their idolatry, as a woman in travail bolds-iny her 
breath as long as fle can; to which the allufion 
is, as appears by what follows: now wil I cry 
like a travailing woman ; when fharp pains are upon 
her, and juft going~to be delivered ; and that fo 
loud, as to be heard all over the houfe. This 
may be taken in a good fenfe; the minifters of 
the gofpel travail in birth, and Chrift in them, un- 
til he is formed in the hearts of men by regene- 
rating and converting grace, Gal. iv. 19. Rom. viii. 
19, 20. and in an ill fenfe, for fwift and fudden 
deftruction, which fhould come on his enemies, 
as travail on a woman with child. So the Zar- 
gum; ‘* as pains on a wornan with child, my judg- 
“«¢ ment fhall be revealed (or expofed) upon them.” 
I will defircy and devour at once ; all enemies that 
fhould oppofe him in the fpread of the gofpel, in 
the deftruétion of pacanifm, and eftablifhment of 
chriftianity in the Romana empire, who are de- 
{cribed in the next verfe. 

v.15. Twill make wafte mountains and bills, 8c.} 
Kingdoms, greater and lefler ; kings and’ gover- 


nors, as Yarchi interprets it; and fo Kimchi pied 


ftands it of the kings of the nations; by them are 
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halitum fcemine parturientis, Grotius, 


ties: thefe things will I do unto 
fake them; which may be depended 1 


iflands, and dry up the pools; extirpate all. the re- 
mains of idolatry, rivers and fountains being) fa- 
cred with the heathens, as mountains and hills -were 
places where facrifices were offered to idols. .\Un- 
lefs by it rather fhould be meant, that the Lord 
would remove all impediments out of the way of his 
people, or which were obftacles of their converfion; 
juft as he dried up the waters of the red-fea’ and 
Fordan, to make way for the people of J/rael oto 
which the allufion may be, and which agrees with 
the following words, . . ae 

y. 16. And Iwill bring the blind by a way that 
they knew not, &c.] The Targum interprets this of 
the people of Jrael thus, ‘‘ I will lead the houfe 
“© of J/rael, which are like to the blind,’ in a way 
«¢ which they knew not.” But it is better to un- 
derftand it of the Gentiles, who, before the light 
of the gofpel came among them, were blind as to 
the true knowledge of God, and efpecially ag in 
Chrift; and of Chrift, and the way of peace, life, 
and falvation by him ; and of themfelves, and their 
miferable eftate and condition ; and of the Spirit - 
of God, and his operations ; and of the feriptures, 
the gofpel, and the doctrines of it ; and which i 
the cafe of all men in a ftate of nature: but the 
Lord, by his Spirit, opens the eyes of their un- 
derftandings, and fhows them thofe things they 
were blind in, and ignorant of, and brings them 
by a way they knew not before; which way ds 
Chrift, the only way to the Father; the way of. 
peace, righteoufnefs, and life; the way to heaven, 
and eternal happinefs : this they knew not before, ” 
but thought they muft make their own) way to 
God, and their peace with him; muft be juftified 
by their own works, and work out their own fal- 
vation ; but in converfion, this way to Chrift is 
made known and plain unto, them; and in» this 
way the Lord brings all his people to eternal 
glory: Iwill lead them in paths that they have not 
known; in the paths of duty and truth; in the’ 
paths of faith, righteoufnefs, and holinefs, and in 
the ordinances of the gofpel; which they were 
aliens and ftrangers to before: I will make a 
light before them; by going before them 4 
as before the children of J/rae/ in a pillar of fire by 
night ; by giving his word to enlighten thems by 
granting his good Spirit, as a Spirit of illamina- 
tion tothem; and by liiting up the 
countenance on them: and crooked t. 
remove all obftructions, bear them* 
difcouragements, and carry them tht 
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\fhall not be the laft done for them ; he will never 
» leave them, nor forfake them, till he has brought 
“them fate to glory. 
¥.17. They foall be turned back, &c.] Either 
from their former courfe, from their idolatry and 
their idols, and be converted, and turn to the living 
God; or it may be underftood of fuch Gentiles as 
were not converted, when others were, who fhould 
‘be put to flight, and fhould fly to the rocks and 
» mountains to hide and cover them from the wrath 
of God; for this. phrafe is ufed of the overthrow 
of enemies, of their being obliged to turn their 
backs and flee: they fhall be greatly afbaméed that 
trujt in graven images; as converted perfons when 
they come to be convinced of the folly of their 
*idelatrous practices are; and if not converted, yet 
are confounded when they find their idols cannot 
help and affift them, nor deliver them out of their 
trouble: that fay to the molten images, ye are our 
gods, as the J/raelites did to the molten calf made 
by Aaron; and the ftupidity of the one and the 
other is much alike; this of the Gentiles, and that 
of the J/raelites. 
¥. 18. Hear ye deaf, and look ye blind, that ye 
may fee.| Farcki and Kimchi think thefe words are 
fpoken to I/rael, who, as Aben Ezra fays, were 
deaf and blind in heart; but they are rather an 
exhortation to the Geni#les that remained impenitent 
and unbelieving, and who were deaf to the voice 
of the gofpel, and*blind as to the knowledge of it; 
and the purport of the exhortation is, that they 
would make ufe of their external hearing and fight, 
which they had, that they might attain to a {fpi- 
ritual hearing and underftanding of divine things ; 
for faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word 
of God, Rom. x. 17. to hear the gofpel preached, 
and to look into the fcriptures, and read the word 
of God, are the means of attaining light and know- 
ledge in fpiritual things, and thefe are within the 
compafs of natural men, who are internally deaf 
and blind. 
‘$19. Who is blind but my fervant 2 &c.| Kimchi 
taking the former words to be fpoken to the ews, 
thinks this is their reply ; who will fay in anfwer 
to it, why do ye call us blind and deaf? who fo 
blind ‘and deaf as J/aiab the prophet, the fervant 
of the Lord, his meflenger, and a perfect one as 
he is called? but as the preceding words are fpoken 
to the Gentiles, here the Lord does as it were cor- 
te&t himfelf, as if he fhould fay, why do I call 
the Gentiles blind and deaf, when the people of the 
fers, ~who call themfelves my fervants, and pre- 
tend to ferve and worfhip me, yet there are none 
fo blind as they in {piritual things ? tho’ they have 
fo many opportunities and advantages of light and 
knowledge, yet fhut their eyes wilfully againft the 
light ; hence the people and 'their guides, ‘the Scribes 
and Pharifees, are often called d/ind by our Lord, 
to whofe times this paffage refers, Matt. xv. 14. 
and xxiii. 16, 17,19, 24: of deaf, as my meffenger 
that J fent ? not the prophet J/aiah, but fome other, 
who did’ not attend to’ what he was charged with, 
and did not perform his Office aright; it may de- 
fign in general the priefts and Levites, who were 
the meffengers of the Lord of hofts to inftruct the 
peoples “and yet thefe’ were ‘deaf to the meflages 
that God gave them, and they were to deliver to 
’ the people: or it may be rendered, or deaf, but, 
or as, to ewboin I fend my meffenger *; or mefiengers, 
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as the Vulgate Latin verfion; and fo the Targum; 
*¢ and finners to whom I fend my prophets ;” and 
fo it may refpect the body of the people as before, 
who were deaf to Yobn the Baptift, the meflénger 
fent before the Lord; to Chrift himfelf, and his 
miniftry, and to his apoftles, who were. firft fent 
to them: who is blind as he that is perfec ? who 
pretended to be fo, as the young man who thought 
he had kept all the commandments, and as Sau/ 
before converfion, and all the Pharifees, thofe elf. 
righteous perfons, who needed no repentance, and 
yet who fo blind as they? and indeed had they not 
been blind to themfelves, they could never have 
thought themfelves perfect; and yet when they 
were told they were fo, could not bear it, Matt: 
xix. 20. Phil. iii. 6. Luke xv. 7. Fohn ix.41: and 
blind as the Lords fervant ? which is repeated for 
the further confirmation of it, and more clearly to 
thew whofe fervant is meant. 

¥. 20: Seeing many things, but thou obferveft not, 
&c.] The Scribes and Pharifees faw Chrift in the 
flefh; they faw the miracles he did; they faw the 
blind receive their fight, the lame walk, the lepers 
cleanfed, the deaf hear; and the dead raifed; yet 
they did not advert to thefe things, and keep them 
in their minds, and regard them as clear proofs of 
his being the Meffiah: opening the ears, but he 
heareth not, they heard Fobn Baptift preach, the 
fore-runner of Chrift, and the teftimony he bore 
of him; they heard Chrift himfelf, and his apo- 
ftles; they fometimes opened their ears, and feerned 
to liften and hear with attention, and wonder at 
what they heard ; and fome would own, that never 
man fpake like Jefus; and yet underftood not his 
fpeech, and hardened their hearts againft him ; 
they faw many things with their bodily eyes, but 
perceived them not with the eyes of their under- 
ftandings; they heard with their ears, but under- 
{tood not in their hearts; for their eyes were fhut, 
and their ears heavy, J/- vi. 9. Matt. xiii. 14, 15. 

y¥.21. The Lord is well pleafed for bis righteouf- 
nefs-fake, &c.] This may be either underftood of 
what the Lord had done for thefe people in time 
paft, and which is mentioned as an ageravation of 
their ftupidity, difobedience, and ingratitude; he 
had delighted in them, and chofe them above all 
people upon the earth, and diftinguifhed them with 
his favours, which he did for the fake of his own 
tighteoufnefs or faithfulnefs, to his promifes made 
to their fathers ; he magnified them with the Jaw, 
and made them honourable*; gave them a law, 
which made them great and honourable in the 
efteem of others; fee Deut. x. 15. and vii. 6, 7. 
and iv. 6, 7, 8. or it may be interpreted of what 
the Lord would do hereafter, either in a way of 
grace and favour; that tho’ they were now fo ig- 
norant and difobedient, yet in the times of falva- 
tion, in the days of the Meffiah, thefe blind fhall 
fee, and deaf fhall hear, not for their fakes, but 
for his righteoufnefs-fake ; when he will magnify 
his law, and make it honourable, and the earth 
thall be filled with the knowledge of him ; this 
way go the Yewifh commentators: or rather in a 
way of judgment, that the Lord would be well 
pleafed in glorifying his juftice or righteoufnefs, in 
the rejection of fuch a blind and itupid people, 
who refufed to receive the Meffiah, againft fo much 
light and evidence; and would magnify the law, : 
and fupport the authority of it, and make it ho- 
nourable, 


ad quem, vel ad guos) angelum, five nuncium meum miffurus fum, Foe 
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noarable, by punifhing the tranfgreffors of it; but 
I am inclined to think that this has refpeét to a 
rémnant among thefe people, according to the 
election of grace; or to the Lord’s people in com- 


mon, whether Fews or Gentiles, with whom he is 
well pleafed, or in whom he delights. “The Lord 


is well pleafed with his Son, and with him as his 


fervant, as mediator, for his righteoufnefs-fake, as 
in y. 1. to which there may be fome refpecét.; and 
he is well pleafed with all his people, as confidered 
in him; the love he bears to them is a love of 
complacency and delight : the choice he has made 
of them; the things he has laid up for them ; the 
care of their perfons in Chrift, and falvation by 
him; the marrying of them to him, and the taking 
‘them into his family, fhew how well pleafed he is 


with them: he delights in them, as they are rege- 


nerated and fanctified by his Spirit; the exercife of 


their graces, and the performance of their duties 
and fervices, are acceptable to him, thro’ Chrift; 
his prefence with them, the fellowfhip with him- 


felf he grants unto them, the account he makes of 


them as his jewels, fully demonftrate his well- 
pleafednefs in them: but this is not on their own 
account; for they are polluted and loathfome crea- 


tures in themfelves, guilty of fin, deferving of 


wrath ; and not for any righteoufnefs of their own, 
which is imperfect, filthy, and not anfwerable to 
the law; which, inftead of being made honourable, 
is difhonoured by it; there is no juftification. by 
it, and no acceptance with God thro’ it; but for 
the fake of the righteoufnefs of Chrift, which is 
perfect, pure, and {potlefs; which juftifies from all 
fin, and makes comely and beautiful, and glorifies 
the juftice of God, as well as his righteous law, 
as follows: he will magnify the law, and make it 
honourable ; that is, he, for whofe righteoufnefs- 
fake God is well pleafed: the law of God is great 
and honourable in itfelf, from the author, matter, 
and ufefulnefs of it; and it becomes more fo by 
Chrift the Son of God being made under it; by 
his perfect obedience to it, and by his bearing the 


penalty of it, in the room and ftead of his people ;_ 


and by holding it forth in his hands, as a rule of 
walk and converfation to them; by all which it 
receives more honour and glory, than by all the 
obedience of creatures to it, angels or men, tho’ 
ever fo perfect. 

¥. 22. But this is a people robbed and fpoiled, &c.] 
The Jewi/h people, who fhut their eyes againft the 
clear light of the gofpel, and turned a deaf ear to 
Chriit, and to his minifters, rejeted him, and per- 
fecuted them; thefe were robbed and plundered by 
the Roman foldiers of all their riches and treafures, 
when the city of Ferufalem was taken: they are all 
of them fuared in boles; fach of them as efcaped 
and hid themielves in holes, and caverns and dens 
of the earth, were laid in wait for and taken, and 
dragged out, as beafts are taken in a pit, and with 
a fnare. ‘Fofephus ® fays, fome the Romans killed, 
fome they carried captive, fome they fearched out 
lurking in holes under ground, and breaking up 
the ground, took them out and flew them: and 
they are hid in. prifon-houfes , being taken by their 
enemies out of their holes, they were put in pri- 
fons, fome of them, and there Jay confined, out 
of which they could not deliver themfelves: and 
they are for a prey, and none delivereth; when they 


» De bello Judi Loy. 029, Sn 
quieverunt in doctrine, ejus, Forerius, 
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Roman foldiers : and it hath fet him on fir 
about, yet he knew not, and it burned 


© Jofephus de bello Jud. 1. 7. ¢.9. §. 
© Joféphus apud Forerium in loc. 


were taken by the Chaldeans, and became a prey 


» 


to them, in a tew years they had a deliverer, Cyrus, 


but now they have none: for a /poil, and none 


faith; reftore; thete is none to be an advocate for 


them ; no one that afks for their reftoration ; for 
almoft feventeen hundred years they have been in 
this condition, and yet none of the kings and 
princes of the earth have iffued a proclamation for 
their return to their own land, as Cyrus did; and 
no one moves for it, either from among thémfelves, | 
or others. a! 

¥. 23. Who among you will give ear to this? Be.) 
To this prophecy of your deftruétion, and to what 
follows concerning it: who will bearken and bear 
for the time to comme? and receive inftruction from 
hence, and repent and reform; none at all; fo blind, 
and deaf, and ftupid, were they both before, and 
at their deftruction, and even ever fince; they take 
no notice of the hand of God upon them, nor 
hearken to the rod; any more than to the word of 
God ; which feems to be what is meant by the time 
to come, or hereafter ; and this will be their cafe 
till the veil is taken away, and then they fhall ieé 
and hear, and turn to 'the Lord... 

¥.24. Who gave Facob for a fpoil, and Irael to 
the robbers? &c.] ‘To the Roman foldiers, to be 
{poiled and robbed by them? this was not owing 
to chance and fortune, or to the fuperior {kill and” 
power of the Roman army: did not the Lord, he 
againft whom we kave finned ? he did, but not with- 
out caufe ; he was juitly provoked to it by the fins 
of the Yews, which were the meritorious and pro- 
curing caufes of it; yet the Roman. army could 
not have taken their city and plundered it, had it 
not been the will of God, who for their fins de- 
livered it up to them ; ‘even Titus, the heathen em- 


peror, himfelf faw the hand of God in it, and — 


acknowledged it ; ‘* God favouring us, fays he s 
** we have made war; it is God that drew the 
“¢ Fews out of thofe fortrefies; for what could 
‘* human hands and machines do againft fuch 
** towers ?” for they would not walk in bis ways; 
in Chrift the way, the truth, and the life; nor in 
the ways of his commandments; or in the ordi- 
nances of the gofpel ; all which they rejected : ei- 
ther were they obedient unto his law; or doéirine*; 


the doctrine of the gofpel, particularly the doétrine 


of juftification by faith in the righteoufnefs of 
Chrift; they went about to eftablith their own 
righteoufhefs, and did not fubmit to his; and alfo 
every other doctrine refpecting the perfon, office, 
and grace of Chrift, whom they difbelieved, and 
refufed to receive. 

¥. 25. Therefore he hath poured upon him the fury 
of his anger, &c.] The Lord was angry with thefe 
people for their rejection of the Mefliah, and con-- 
tempt of his gofpel ; and therefore his wrath came’ 
upon them to the uttermoft, not in fome fmall 
drops, but in great abundance, to the utter ruin 
of their nation, city, and temple. Fo/éphus fays *. 
“< the Romans came’to fubdue Paleftine, 
‘© coming was the pouring out of the heat 
‘¢ wrath of the Lord :” and the firength of 6 
or war; all the miferies and calamities that ; 
effects of war. The Targum is, *‘ he hath 
** upon them the ftrength of his warri 
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laid it not to heart ; thé Roman army fet fire firft | has not to this day brought this people to lay it to 
to the lower part of the city of Feru/alem, and then | heart, to confider and obferve the true reafon of it, 
the higher ‘, and wholly confumed it ; and yet this ' their rejection of the Meffiah. 
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CHAP. XLII. 


N this chapter the Lord comforts his own peo- 

ple under their afflictions, with many precious 
promifes ; afferts his deity againft the idols of the 
nations ; promifes deliverance from Babylon; and a 
greater redemption than that; one branch of which 
is forgivenefs of fin ; and clofes the chapter with a 
prediction of the deftruction of the Fews by the 
Romans, for their iniquities. The Lord claims his 
intereft in his people, not only on the foot of crea- 
tion, but of redemption and. vocation, and pro- 
mifes them his prefence in the midft of afflictions, 
¥. 1,2. puts them in mind of what he had done 
for them; and affures them of future favours, as 
the effect of his unchangeable love to them, y. 3, 4. 
and promifes the converfion of their feed and off- 
fpring in the feveral parts of the world, ¥. 5, 6, 7. 
then challenges the heathen nations to give fuch 
proofs of the deity of their idols, as he was ca- 
pable of giving of his, as his people were wit- 
nefles, taken from his eternity and immutability, 
as the alone Jehovah, and from his omnifcience and 
omnipotence, ¥. 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13. after which 
the deftruction of Babylon is prophefied of, and the 
redemption of his people out of it ; which they are 
encouraged to believe from his being Jehovah, 
their fanctifier, creator, and king; and from what 


he had done formerly for them, when he brought; 


them out of Egypt, ¥. 14, 15,16, 17. and which 
yet was not to be mentioned or remembered, in 


- comparifon of what he wotild do in the world, a 


new thing, redemption by the Meffiah, and the 
converfion of the Gentiles to the glory of his grace, 
¥. 18, 19, 20, 21. the fins of omiffion and com- 
miffion the people of God had been guilty of, are 
mentioned, which are freely pardoned for Chrift’s 
fake, ¥. 22, 23, 24, 25. when the body and bulk 
of the Fewifh nation were given up to deftruction, 
becaufe of their fins, ¥. 26, 27, 28. 


~ y.1. But now thus faith the Lord that created 
thee, O Facob, &c.] This prophecy is not con- 
cerning Cyrus, and the redemption of the ews by 
him, as fome have thought; nor of Sennacherid 
and his army, and of their deliverance from him, 
‘as Kimchi and his father interpret it; but of the 
chriftian church, and the ftate of it, when Yeru- 


_Jalem thould be deftroyed, as predicted in the pre- 


ceding chapter ; which goes by the name of Facod 
and J/rael, for the firft churches chiefly confifted 
of Fews, and both ews and Gentiles converted are 
the fpiritual [/rael of God: and he that formed thee, 
O Ijrael ; this creation and formation are not fo 
much to be underftood of their being the creatures 
of God, and the work of his hands, in a natural 
fenfe ; but of their new creation and regeneration ; 
of their being the fpiritual workmanfhip of God, 
created in Chrift, and formed for his glory: fear 
not: for 1 have redeemed thee, tho’ Ferufalem fhall 
be deftroyed, and Yudea wafted, and tho’ fubject 


_ to the perfecutions of wicked men in all places, yet 


fince redeemed by Chrift from fin, fatan, and the 
law, hell and death, nothing is to be feared from 


Vou. I. N. 8. 


‘ 


either of them ; redemption by Chrift is an anti- 


dote againft the fear of any enemy whatfoever: J 


have called thee by thy name; with an effectual 
calling, which is of particular perfons, and thofe 


by name, even the fame that are redeemed by 
Chrift ; for whom he has redeemed by his precious 
blood, they are called by the grace of God to fpe- 
cial bleffings of grace, with an high, holy, and 


heavenly calling ; and have no reafon to fear any 


thing, fince they are the chofen of God; have 4 
right to all fpiritual bleffings ; all things work to- 
gether for their good; they fhall perfevere to the 
end, and at laft be brought to glory, to which 


they are called: thou art mine; fuch as are re- 
deemed by Chrift, and called by his grace, they 
are his Father’s gift, and his own purchafe; they 
voluntarily give up themfelves to him, under the 
influence of his Spirit and grace ; they are his by 


profeffion and pofféffion ; they are his portion, peo- 
ple, theep and fpoufe; and his intereft in them, 


and theirs in him, ferve to prevent fear’; fuch need 
not fear wanting any thing, nor any enemy, nor 
perifhing, or mifcarrying of heaven and happinefs, 

to which fears they are fubject. 
¥..2. When thou paffeft thro’ the waters, I will 
be with thee, &c.] The Targum and Farchi ap- 
ply this to the J/raelites: paflage thro’ the waters of 
the red-fea, as a thing paft; and Kimchi to Sen- 
nacherib’s army, compared to the waters of a river 
ftrong and many, ch. viii. 7,8.  ‘ferom fays, that 
the Fewi/h writers by waters would have the Egyp- 
tians underftood ; by the rivers, thé Babylonians ; 
by fire, the Macedonians, and by the flame, the 
Romans; which is not amifs ; but rather the afflic- 
tions of God’s people in general are meant by wa- 
ters, as- by rivers alfo, in the next claufe: and 
thro’ the rivers, they foall not overflow thee ; becaufe 
of the variety and multitude of them, as perfe- 
cutions from men, thofe proud waves that go over 
them; the temptations of fatan, that enemy who 
comes in like a flood, and various others; and be- 
caufe of the rapidity and force of them, and their 
overflowing and overwhelming nature: now there 
are paths thro’ which the people of God pa/s; their 
way lies thro’ them to eternal glory; and tho’ they 
are of fome continuance, yet have an end, as paths 
have; and having a good ‘guide, and fufficient 
ftrength given them, they wade thro’ them fafely; 
for they do not, and fhall not overflow them, fo as 
to caufe their faith utterly to fail, or to feparate 
them from the love of God, or fo as to deftroy 
them; for tho’ they come nigh them, and upon 
them, and may greatly affect and diftrefs them, yet 
fhall not hurt them, but turn to their advantage; 
for their God is with them, to fympathize with 
them, to comfort and revive them, to teach and 
inftruét them by their afflictions, and to fanttify 
them to them, as well as ‘to fupport and bear them 
up under them, and to deliver out of them: when 
thou walkeft thro’ the fire, thou foalt not be burnt : 
neither fhall the flame kindle upon thee, affictions 
are compared to fire and flames, becaufe very 
~< grievous 
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grievous and troublefome to the fleth ; and becaufe 
of the apprehenfions of God’s wrath in them fome- 
times ; and becaufe of their trying nature; grace 
is tried by them as gold and filver in the fire; but 
yet the faints are not confumed by them, they lofe 
‘ nothing but their drofs ; their principles and pro- 
feffion are tried, and they are fupported thro’ all; 
which has been abundantly verified in the martyrs 
of Jefus; fee P/- Ixvi. 12. Zech. xiii. g. 

y¥. 3. For Lam the Lord thy God, the holy one of 
Tirael thy Saviour, &c.] The Lord is the cove- 
nant-God of his people, holy in himfelf, and the 
fanétifer of them, and their Saviour in time of 
trouble; and therefore need not doubt of his pre- 
fence and fupport amidft all their affli€tions ; and 
befides they fhould call to mind paft experiences of 
his goodnefs, to encourage their faith in him, as 
to prefent help and affiftance: I gave Egypt for thy 
ranfom; he facrificed the Egyptians inftead of the 
Ifraelites ; he deftroyed the firft-born of Egypt, and 
faved D/rael his firft-born; he drowned the Lgyp- 
tians in the red-fea, when the J/raelites paffed fately 


thro’ it; and the deftruction of the former was to. 


make way for the falvation of the latter, and fo 
faid to be a ranfom for them; fee Prov. xi. 8. and 
xxi. 18: Ethiopia and Seba for thee; this refers 
either to the rumour brought to Senacherib of Tir- 
hakah king of Ethiopia coming againft him to war, 
which diverted him from the fiege of Feru/alem for 
a time, and caufed him to turn his forces upon 
the Ethiopians and Sabeans, whereby the Fews had 
a refpite, 2 Kings xix. 9. or rather to the overthrow 
of the Ethiopians in the time of Afa, 2 Chron. xiv. 
9—13. or to the king of Afyria, perhaps Salma- 
nefer’s being diverted from Paleftine and Judea, and 
turning his forces upon Egypt and Ethiopia, as in ch. 
xx. and the Lord by putting his people in mind of 
thefe inftances, fuggeits hereby that he will facri- 
fice all their enemies, rather than they fhall be de- 
ftroyed, and therefore they need not fear. 

¥. 4. Since thou waft precious in my fight, &c.] 
As the faints are; not that they are valuable in 
themfelves ; they have no intrinfic worth in them; 
they are in no wife better than others ; they are of 
the fame mafs and lump with others; they are of 
the fallen race of dam, and are earthly and finful 
as he was; nor are they precious in their own 
fight, and much lefs in the eyes of the world ; they 
are mean and defpicable: but they are precious in 
the fight of God and Chrift ; in the fight of God 
the Father, who has chofen them, and taken them 
into his family, and bleffed them with all fpiritual 
bleffings ; and in the fight of Chrift, who defired 
them, and betrothed them to himfelf, and under- 
took for them in eternity, and died for them in 
time; hence they are compared to things of va- 
lue, to gold, to jewels, and precious ftones, to a 
pearl of great price, to rich trea{ure ; and are reckon- 
ed by Chrift as his portion, and are as dear to him 
as the apple of his eye: thou haft been honourable ; 
ever fince precious, and that was from all eternity ; 
for tho’ they became difhonourable in themfelves, 
thro’ the fall of Adam, and their own tranfgreffions, 
and are difhonourable in the efteem of men, yet 
honourable in the efteem of God and Chrift ; they 
appear to be fo, by their birth, by regeneration, 
being born of God; by their marriage to the Son 
of God, the Lord of the whole earth; by their 
characters of kings and priefts unto God; .and by 
their clothing, the robe of righteoufnefs, and gar- 
ments of falvation, clothing of wrought gold; and 
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by their being favoured with the prefence of God 
and Chrift, and their nearnefs to them: aad I have — 
loved thee , which is the fource and fpring of all; 
hence they became precious and honourable ; ‘this 
is a paft act, an act in eternity; it is an act of 
complacency and delight ; a continued one, God 
refts in his love; and it is an act of undeferved 
grace and favour, and unchangeably the fame; it 
never alters : therefore will I give men for thee, and 
people for thy life ; as of old, the Egyptians, Ethio- 
pians, and Sabeans were given for the people of 
J/rael, as in the preceding verfe ; fo in New Tefta- 
ment-times, the enemies of God’s people fhould be 
given for them; that is, their enemies fhould be 
deftroyed, and they fhould be fpared and faved ; 
fo that all Fews that rejeted Chrift, and perfecuted 
his people, were given up to deftruétion. The 
pagan empire was demolifhed, and fo will Rome 


papal too be deftroyed, and the church of God 


will be preferved, and his intereft revive, and all 
the kingdoms of the world become his ; ‘of which 
the converfions among the Genfiles in the firft ages 
of chriftianity were a pledge, prophefied ‘of in the 
next words. The Ta/mudifts ® by Adam, rendered 
mon, underftand Edom, by which Rome is often 
meant in Fewih writings. 3 

¥.5. Hear not, for I am with thee, 8ec.)) With 
thy minifters that preach the everlafting gofpel, to 
make it effectual to the converfion of many every 
where, as well as to bear thee up under all trials, 
and to caufe thee to ftand againft all oppofition : 
I will bring thy feed from the eaft, and gather thee 
from the weft; which is to be underftood not lite- 
rally of the return of the Fews from the Babylonifh 
captivity ; for thefe feveral quarters, eaft, weit, 
north and fouth, will hardly agree with that, tho? 
it may be fuppofed they were fcattered’ in feveral 
countries ; but {piritually of the gathering in of 
God’s elect, whether Yews or Gentiles, which were 
{cattered abroad throughout the world; called’ the 
Jeed of the church, becaufe born to her, and brought 
up in her, and of which fhe confifts; and theretore 
fhe herfelf is faid to be gathered, converts being 
brought in from all quarters ; from the ea/f, even 
from Jndia, where the apoftle Thomas is faid to 
preach the gofpel, and from other ea/term coun- 
tries; and from the wef, from the European na- 
tions, good part of which lay weft of ¥udea. Our 
Lord feems to have refpect to this paflage in 
Matt. viii. 12.. 3 

¥. 6. I will fay to the north, give up; and to the 
South, keep not back, &c.} That is, give up, and 
not retain thofé that belong to the Lord; here the 
winds are {poken to by a profopopeia; or the in- 
habitants of the northern and fouthern climates are 
called upon to deliver up the Lord’s people to 
him, for whofe fake the gofpel was fent into thefe 
parts, to find them out, and bring them home ; 
by the zorth may be meant, the Goths, Swedes, 
Mujfcovites, and thofe northern ifles of ours, with 
others; and by the /outhy the Egyptians, Africans, 
and Ethiopians. Manaffeh ben Ifrael* thinks the 
paffage is thus expreffed, which he fuppofes refers 
to the univerfal gathering of the Yews in the latter 
day to the holy land; becaufe Media, 


China lie to the eaft of it ; Tartary and Scythia to 
‘the north; the kingdom of the Adyfines to the 


fouth ; and Europe to the weft : bring my fons from _ 
far, and my daughters from the ends of the earth, 
fuch whom the Lord had predeftinated to the 

tion of children, and had taken into his f. 


» Spes Ifraelis, §. 24. p. 76. 
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nad whom he regenerated by his Spirit and grace, 
of either fex ; to whom he beareth the ftrongeft 
jove and affection, as a parent to his children; and 
©: whom he takes the utmoft care, fo that not one 
frall be loft ; let them be in ever fo diftant a part 
cf the world, hel! fend his gofpel to them, his 
trinifters after them, and his Spirit fhall accom- 
pany them, to bring them ‘to himfelf, his Son, and 
his churches. ManajJeb, before-mentioned, under- 
feands this of America, and of the Fews there; but 
ray be much better applied to converted Gentiles 
txere; for God has many fons and daughters in 
thofe parts. — re 

y. 7. Even every one that is called by my name, 
&ee,] That is called by the name of God, a fon 
‘or daughter of his; or by the name of Chrift, a 
chriftian; whoever belongs to the Lord, whom he 
calls by his name; and who being called by his 
grace, call upon his name, make a profeffion of 
his name, and ferve and worfhip him: for I have 
created him for my glory, I have formed him, yea I 
have made him, all which is expreffive of the 
power and grace of God, in the regeneration and 
converfion of his people; which is a creation, a 
formation, a making them for himfelf, for the 
elory of his grace, and to fhew forth his praife ; 
and therefore he will gather them in, and bring 
tem into a body together, into a church-ftate, that 
iis end may be anfwered. | 

¥.8. Bring forth the blind people that have eyes, and 
the deaf thai have ears, &c.] TheTargum applies this 
to the bringing of the people of J/rae/ out of Egypt; 
ead others underftand it of their deliverance from 
the Babylonifh captivity; and fome of the exclufion 
of them from the kingdom of heaven, and cafting 
them into outward darknefs, according to Mati. 
viii. 12. but it is rather to be “underftood of the 
- eonviction of them; tho’ better of the Gentiles, 
end of the enlightening of them, who before were 
blind; and caufing them to hear, who before 
were deaf to fpiritual things, agreeable to what 
goes before. It feems beft to confider the words 
as a fummons to the heathens uncalled, to the Ro- 
man pagan empire, to come forth and appear, 
who were as blind and deaf as the idols they wor- 
Shipped, and plead their caufe, agreeable to what 
follows. 
_ y¥. 9g. Let all the nations be gathered together, and 
Tet the people be affembled, &c.] In one place, if it 
could be, in an open court of judicature ; that their 
whole ftrength might be united together, and the 
moft cogent arguments any of them are able to 
produce might be brought out; and that all might 
have an opportunity of hearing the caufe fairly ar- 
gued, and the point decided, and judge for them- 
felves, on which fide truth lies: who among them 
can declare this, and fhew us former things ? what 
god or prophet of. theirs can declare any future 
event, fuch as this, the redemption of the Fews by 
Cyrus, foretold from the mouth of the Lord by 
Tfaiah, fo long before the accomplifhment of it ? 
or any thing whatever before it comes to pafs ? for 
this does not regard things paft, which might be 
fhown and declared ;, but the things they are chal- 
lenged with, are things future, to declare them 
firft, before they come into being, which would 
be a proof of deity ; for none but God, who is 
omniicient, can foretel future events with certainty: 
let them bring forth their witneffes, that they may be 
juftified 5 let them produce witneffes that their gods 
he ha things before they came to pafs, and that 
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they came to pafs juft as they foretold they would; 
that their caufe may appear a juft onc, and that 
they, their worfhippers, are right in ferving them: 
let them bear and fay itis truth; or let them hearken 
to the evidence againft them, and acknowledge that 
what I fay is true, and that I am the true God, 
and there is no other. 

¥. 10. Ye are my witneffes, faith the Lord, &c.] 
The people of J/rael, who could teftify that the 
Lord had foretold their affliction in Egypt, their 
coming from thence, and fettling in the land of 
Canaan, many hundreds of years before they came 
to pafs, and which were exactly fulfilled ; and fo 
the apoftles of Chrift, and’ minifters of the word, 
and all chriftian people in all nations, are witnefles 
of the prophecies concerning Chrift, his birth, mi- 
racles, obedience, fufferings, death, refurrection, 
afcenfion to heaven, and feffion at the right hand 
of God, all which are exactly accomplifhed, Aés 
1. 8: and my fervant whom I have chofen , meaning 
either the prophet J/aiab, or the prophets in gene- 
ral; or rather the Meffiah. So the Targum, ‘*. and 
** my fervant the Meffiah, in whom I am well 
“ pleafed ;” and who is called the faithful witnefs, 
Rev. i. 5. and ii. 14. and to whom the characters 
of a fervant, and the Lord’s chofen, well agree, 
ch. xlii, 1 that ye may know, and believe me, and 
underftand that Iam he ;. by which teftimonies and 
evident proofs of deity, from the prediction of fu- 
ture events, and the accomplifhment of them, you 
may have a competent knowledge, a firm perfua- 
fion, and a clear perception of this important truth, 
that the God of J/rae/, and of all: true. chriftians, 
is the one only Lord God: defore'me there was no 
God formed, neither fhall there be after me inti- 
mating that idols were’ formed by the hands of 
men, and yet none of thefe were formed ‘before 
him, and therefore could make no pretenfions to 
deity, or to an equality with him; nor fhould any 
be formed afterwards, that could be put in com- 
petition with him. In fhort, the fenfe is, there is 
no other God befide him ; as the Targum, Septua- 
gint, and Aradic verfions render it. 

y. 11. I, even J am the Lord, &c.] Jehovah, 
the felf-exifting, eternal, and immutable being ; 
this is doubled for the confirmation of it, and ta 
exclude all others : ‘ avd befides me there is no Sa- 
viour , either in a temporal, or fpiritual fenfe; the 
gods of the heathens could not fave them out of 
their prefent troubles, and’ much lefs fave them 
with an everlafting falvation; none but God can 
do this, and this is a proof that Chrift’is God, 
fince none but God can be a Saviour. 

y. 12. I have declared, and I have faved, and I 
have foewed, &c.] The Targum is, * I have fhewed 
“¢ to Abraham your father, what fhould ‘come to 
“© pafs ; I redeemed you out of Egypt, as I {wore 
<‘ to him between. the pieces; and I caufed you 
** to hear the doétrine of the law at Sinai.” But 
the fenfe is, that God had declared by his pro- 
phets, long before the Meffiah came, that he would 
fend him ; that he fhould come and fave his peo- 
ple by his obedience, fufferings, and death; ac- 
cordingly he was come, and was the author of 
falvation; the Lord had wrought out falvation 
by him, as he had declared he would; and this 
he had fhewn, publifhed, and made known by the 
everlafting gofpel, preached among all nations : 
when there was no ftrange god among you; that af- 
fitted in this falvation; the arm of Chrift alone 


wrought it out: or, and this is not ftrange among 


: you 


a ae. 
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you's this work of falvation wrought out, is not 
ftrange among you; it is well known unto you, 
being publifhed in the gofpel. 

¥. 13. Yea, before the day was I am he, 8cc.] 
Before there was a day, before the firft day of the 
creation; that is, before time was, or from all 
eternity, I am he that refolved upon and contrived 
this method of faving men; and ever fince that day 
was *, as it may be rendered, I am he that have 
fpoke of it by all the prophets, from the beginning 
of the world, and now it is accomplifhed: and 
there is mone can deliver out of my hand; either fuch 
whom the Lord determines to punifh, or fuch 
whom he refolves to fave ; none can {natch them 
out of his hands, there they are fafe: I will work, 
and who foall let it 2 as when he wrought the work 
of creation, there was no oppofition to it, or hin- 
derance of him; and in providence all things are 
done as he pleafes; fo all his purpofes and decrees, 
which are his works within him, are exactly. ac- 
complifhed according to his pleafure, and none can 
refift his will. The work of redemption is finifhed 
juft according to the draught of it in his eternal 
mind ; and when he works upon the heart of a 
finner at converfion, whatever obftructions and dif- 
ficulties are in the way, thefe are removed, and 
the work is begun, and carried on, and performed, 
until the day of Chrift. The work of the Lord in 
his churches, and the fetting up of his kingdom 

-in the world, in a more vifible and glorious man- 
ner, fhall be done, and none will be able to hinder 
it: who can turn it back? either his work, or his 
hand in working ; his purpofes cannot, be difan- 
nulled ; his power cannot be’ controuled ; his 
work cannot be made void, or of no effect; he al- 
ways fucceeds, for he has no fuperior that can ob- 
ftruct him. 

y. 14. Thus faith the Lord, your Redeemer, &c.)} 
That redeemed J/rae/ out of Egypt, and would re- 
deem the Hews from Babylon in a fhort time, and 
be the author of a greater redemption to his peo- 


ple than either of thefe, even a fpiritual and eter- 


nal one: the holy one of Ifrael; fee ¥- 3. holy in 
himfelf, holinefs to J/rael, and faithful to his pro- 
mifes: for your fake I have fent to Babylon; Cyrus, 
and his army to take it, in order to deliver the 
Jews. from their captivity in it. The Targum 
wrongly paraphrafes it to the fenfé quite contrary, 
** for your fins have I carried you captive unto 
‘* Babylon:” and have brought down all their nobles; 
from their feats of honour and glory, ftripped them 
of all their grandeur and dignity, and reduced them 
to a low and mean eftate. ‘This is to be underftood 
of the princes and nobles of Babylon, who fell with 
the city, as their king did: or, their bars! for 
what bars are to houfes and cities, that princes 
fhould be to the people, the defence and protec- 
tion of them. Tho’ fome think this refers to the 
gates of Babylon, and the ftrong bars of them, 
now broken; fee ch. xlv..2. The Septuagint, Sy- 
riac, and Arabic verfions render it fugitives ; and 
which fome underftand of the ews, who were as 
fuch in Babylon, but now fhould be brought out 
of it; which fenfe is countenanced by the above 
verfions, which render it, I will raife up, bring, 


* St (D9 PN & non eft in vobis alienum vel peregrinum, 


Gataker 
names of God, who from eternity to eternity is, 


Pagninus, Montanus ; fagientes omnes, Vitringa. 
bus ob quas jubilant, Pifcator; in naves ovationis ipforum, 


or bring back all the fugitives"; others of the Chal-. 
deans,who fhould be forced to fly upon the taking of — 

their city; but the firft fenfe feems beft, which di- ~ 
‘ftinguifhes them from the common people in # 
next claufe: and the Chaldeans, whofe cry is in their 


rips 5 who ufed to glory in their thipping,they had 
in the river Euphrates, as the Vulgate Latin and 
Syriac verfions render it; and fo the Targum 
their fhips, /bips of their praife,; where, and of wl 
they ie i 


ing for joy : or rather, whofe cry is to the flips’ 5 
as it might be, when they found Cyrus,and)his 
army. had’ got into, the city, then their.cry wasy fa 
the fhips, to the thips, that lay in, the river hard 
by, in order to make their efcape ; or cheir cry was 
when they were iz the fhips, even in a way.of la- 
mentation and diftrefs, becaufe they, could not gee — 
them off, Cyrus having drained the river; or it 
refers to their cry, when put aboard the fhips thas 
belonged to the Medes and Perfiazs, in order to 


a howling there will be, when myfucal Babylon is 
deftroyed, Rev. xviii. 17, 18, 19. . 


therefore need not doubt of the performan 
fea, when he led Jjrae/ thro’ it as on dry land: 


‘that are mentioned, could eafily, remove all diffi- 


Jea, or it may be of Jordan; thro’ which the J- 


foall not rife; they lay down in the .Red-fea, where 


; p Mautculus. 

; ex quo dies effe ccepit, Vatablus; inde a tempore dici, Pifcator. SYM, 

i avtos, be, the fame yelterday, to-day, and forever, 
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d to make their ovations and, triumphs 5 
and the word * ufed, has the fignification.of. 


Ps 
the tranfporting them into other countries. 


y. Is. Zam the Lord, your holy eng : Seer lade 3 


thofe promifes : the creator of Tfracl, your king s mi) 

therefore both able and willing to proteét-them, ~ 
y¥. 16. Thus faith the Lord, which maketh a way 

in the fea, &c.| Who did make a way, in the Red- 


this, with what follows, is obferved to encoutage 
the faith of the Lord’s .people in the, performance 
of what he had promifed, to. bring them out of 
Babylon; for he that had dane this,-and the reft 


culties that lay in the way of their deliverance ¢ 
and a path in the mighty waters ; either,of the Red> 


raclites pafled into the land of Cangaa. | - iepiaal 

¥. 17. Which bringeth forth the chariot and the 
borfe, the army and the power, &c.| Who brought 
forth the chariots and horfes, and the mighty army 
of Pharach, out of Egypt, to purfue the J/raelites 
into the Red-fea, where they were drowned. The 
prefent tenfe is put for the future, as in the pre+ 
ceding verfe; the future is put for the paft tenfe in 
the next claufe: sthey jhall lie down together, they 


they funk to the bottom, and perifhed, and never 
rofe more, at leaft to life, nor never will, till the 
general refurrection: they are extin, they are 

quenched as tow; or flax, or as the wick of acam= 
dle’, when put into water, is quenched at once; 

fo the Egyptians became extinct in the Red. 7. 
Some obferve an allufion to the commodity of 
flax, for which Egypt was famots. Kimebi ine ir 

terprets the whole of the army of Sennacherib, 
which was brought out of their own land to Jee 
rufalem, and was deftroyed in one night by-an an- — 
gel. .dben Ezra, of the Cheldeans being brought 

out to fight with the Perfans. But others rather 
of the army of the Medes and Perfians being 
brought againft them, by whom they became ex- 


tinct as. tow or flax, - 1, Jehan aa oa 

1 7 “é FB , 
© MOTT DN EOI ex quo dies fii, 

H may be confidered here as one of the 

™ Pugitivos univerfos, Vatablus, — 

in navibus ovatio eorum, Forerius ; cum na 

° Ad naves clamor eorum, Grotius, Gatake 
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¥. 18. Remember ye not the former things, &c.] 
Juft now referred to, the bringing of J/rae/ out of 
Egypt, and thro’ the red-fea, and the drowning of 
Pharaob and his army in it ; for tho’ thefe things 
were worthy to be remembered with thankfulnefs 
and praife, and to the glory of God, and for the 
encouragement of faith, yet not in comparifon of 
what was hereafter to be done; meaning, not the 
redemption from Baéylon, unlefs as a typeof fpi- 
ritual and eternal redemption by Chrift; for other- 
wife there were greater and more wonderful things 
done when J/rael were brought out of Egypt, than 
when they were brought out of Babylon; but the 
great falvation by the Meffiah, which exceeds both 
the deliverances out of Egypt and Babylon, is meant: 
neither confider the things of old; unlefs as figures 
of thenew, but not to be put upon a foot with 
them, much lefs to the undervaluing of them, and 
indeed to be forgotten in comparifon of them; fee 
Fer. xxiii. 7, 8... The Talmudifis.s, by the former 
things, underftand fubjection to kingdoms ; and, 
by the things of old, the going out of Egypt; as 
they do by the new thing, in the following verfe, 
the war of Gog and Magog. 

¥. 19. Bebold, Iwill do a uew thing, &c.] A 
wonderful and unheard of thing, and therefore in- 
troduced with a debold, as a note of admiration ; 
the fame with the new thing created in the earth, 
Fer. XXxi. 22. the incarnation of the Son of God; 
who took flefh of a virgin, appeared in the like- 
nefs of finful flefh, and was made fin, and a curfe 
for his people, in order to obtain eternal redemp- 
tion for them; which bleffing, though not newly 
thought of, refolved on, contrived, and agreed 
upon, that being from eternity; nor newly made 
known, or as to the virtue and efficacy of it, which 
had been from the beginning of the world, yet new 
as to the impetration of it by the blood and {acri- 
fice of Chrift; and may be alfo called new, be- 
caufe excellent, it being of a fpiritual nature, com- 
pee and eternal, and having: fo many valuable 

leffings in it, as juftification, pardon, and eternal 
life: now it fhall foring forth; or bud forth as a 
branch, in a very fhort time, fuddenly, and at 
once; one of the Meffiah’s names is that of the 
branch ; fee Zech. iii. 8. and vi. 12: jhall ye not 
know it? the Redeemer, and the redemption by 
him. It was known to them that looked for it, 
and to whom the gofpel is fent, and the Spirit re- 
veals and applies it ; thefe know the nature of it, 
own it to be of God, and know their intereft in it, 
and know the author of it, in whom they have be- 
lieved, by the characters given of him: and as 
this may have refpect to the redemption of Chrift, 
fo to the converfion of the Gentiles, and to the 
grace of God difpenfed thro’ Chrift to them; when 
old things paffed away, and all things became new; 
a new covenant of grace was exhibited, a new 
church-ftate fet up, new ordinances appointed, and 
a new people called to partake of all this, on whom 
was a new face of things; and wonderful and ex- 
cellent things were done for them, as follows: I 
will even make a way in the wilderne/s ; as there was 
a way made for the J/raelites thro’ the wildernefs, 
which lay between Egypt and Canaan, and thro’ 
another, which lay between Badylon and Fudea; fo 
the Lord would alfo make a way in the Gentile 
world, comparable to a wildernefs for its barren- 
nefs and unfruitfulnefs, for the gofpel to enter into 
it, where it fhould run, and be glorified ; where 
ae eg 4 T. Bab. Beracot, fol. 13. 1. 
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Chrift, the way of falvation, fhould be made 
known ; and where there fhould be a way for 
chriftians to walk together, in the féllowfhip of 
the gofpel : and rivers in the defert ; the doctrines 
of the gofpel, and the ordinances of it, which 
fhould be preached and adminiftered in the Gentile 
world, before like a defert ; and the graces of the 
Spirit, which fhould be brought into the hearts 
of men by means of them; and the large commu- 
nications of grace from Chrift; and the difcove- 
ries of the love of God, with the bleffings of it ; 
compared to rivers for their abundance, and for 
the comforting, reviving, and fructifying nature 
of them. 

¥. 20. The beaft of the field fhall honcur me, the 
dragons, and the owls, &c.] Which is not to be 
underftood literally of thefe creatures, who as they - 
had honoured the Lord, when J/rael paffed_thro’ 
the wildernefs, fo would again in theit way praife 
the Lord, when they came thro’ the deferts from 
Babylon, for giving them water to drink in fuch 
dry and thirfty places, to which there may be an 
allufion ; but fpiritually of the Gentiles, compared 
to thofe creatures for the favagenefs, fiercenefs, and 
ftupidity of them, and who were reckoned by thé 
Jews no other than as the beafts of the field; who 
fhould honour and glorify God for the gofpel 
brought unto them, and for his grace and mercy 
beftowed on them: becaufe I give waters in the wil- 
derne/s, and rivers in the defert ; as before; fee the 
note on the preceding verfe ; becaufe of the plenty 
of divine grace, and the means of it: fo give 
drink to my people, my chofen, to refrefh and com- 
fort the hearts of his people, whom he had chofen 
out from among the Gentiles, and now would call 
them by his grace, and fet them a thirfting after 
Chrift, and falvation by him. 

¥.21. This people have I formed for myfelf, &c.] 
The Gentiles, compared to a defert and wilderneis, 
wild and uncultivated, diftinguifhed from Faced 
and J/rael in the next verfe, and the fame. with 
the chofen people before-mentioned ; who being 
chofen. of God, and redeemed by Chrift, are 
formed anew by the Spirit of Chrift, made new 
creatures, regenerated, and transformed by the re- 
newing of their minds, and conformed to the 
image of Chrift, and having him formed in their 
fouls, and principles of grace and holinefs wrought 
in them ; in confequence of which they reformed 
in their lives and converfation, and were alfo formed. 
into a gofpel. church-ftate, and all this done by the 
Lord for himfelf, his fervice, and his glory. The 
Targum is, ‘* this people have I prepared for my 
‘© worfhip :” they fhall foew forth my praife ;: with 
their lips, by afcribing their formation to the power 
and grace of God, and even their whole falvation 
to it, and: exprefs their thankfulnefs for the fame ; 
and likewife by their actions, by a fubjeétion to 
the ordinances of the gofpel, and by their lives 
and conyerfations being agreeable to it. ofeph 
Kimchi, as Abendana obferves, interprets this peo- 
ple of the beafts of the field, fpoken of in the 
preceding verfe, that fhould honour the Lord, and. 
here faid to be formed for himfelf, and fhould 
fhew forth his praife; and which is taken notice 
of to aggravate the fins of the people of the Fews, 
who called not on the Lord, &¢. as in the follow- 
ing verfes ; fo the ants and conies are called a peo- 
ple not ftrong, and the locufts a people great and 
ftrong, Prov. xxx. 25, 26. Joel ii. 2. 
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¥. 22. But thou haft not called upon me, O fa- 
cob, &c.} The Fews, tho’ they were the pofterity 
of Facob, a praying perfon, yet did not tread in 
his fteps, but were mote like the heathens that 
called not on the name of the Lord; tho’ there is 
no neceffity of reftraining this to prayer, it may 
regard the whole worfhip of God, which is fome- 
times included in the invocation of his name; and 
fo the Targum, “* and yé come not to my worfhip, 
“© ye of the houfe of Facob.” The Fews, in 
Chrift’s time, did not call upon his name, nor be- 
lieve in him, nor receive his gofpel, nor fubmit 
to him and his ordinances; they rejected him and 
his fervice, therefore the Lord rejected them, and 
called the Gevtiles, as before prophefied of:  dut 
thou haft been weary of me, O Ifrael, of the word, 
worfhip, and ordinances of God; fee Mal. i. 13. 
Amos vill. 5. 

¥. 23.. Thou haft not brought me the fmall cattel 
of thy burnt offerings, &c.| ‘The kids and the lambs, 
which, according to the law, fhould have been 
brought for burnt offerings daily, morning and 
evening ; and much lefs did they bring the larger 


cattel of burnt offerings, as oxen and bullocks. 


The Targum and Vulgate Latin render it, the rams 
of thy burnt offerings; the Septuagint verfion, the 
foeep; and the Syriac and Arabic verfions, the lambs; 
and thefe were not brought t6 him, but to their 
idols ; or however, were not brought in a right 
way and manner, and from right principles, and 
with right views. Kimchi thinks this refers to the 
times of Abaz, when the fervice of God ceafed in 
the temple, and idolatry was practifed at Feru/a- 
lem; but it feems to refpect later times, nearer the 
times of Chrift; fee Mal. i. 13, 14. and iii. 7, 8: 
neither haft thou honoured me with thy facrifices,; what 
facrifices they did offer, were not offered to God, 
but to their idols ; or they were fuch as were not 
according to the law of God; or they were not 
offered up in the faith of the Meffiah, nor with a 
true fpirit of devotion, and with a fincere view to 
the glory of God, and in the exercife of repentance 
for fins; but rather as an atonement for them, and 
that they might go on in them with eafe of mind ; 
fee J. 1. 11—15: I have not caufed thee to Jerve 
with an offering ; the minchah, a meat-offering or 
bread-offering, which was a free-will offering, and 
they were not obliged to it; it ‘was at their own 
option whether they would bring it or no, and 
which was not very chargeable to them: wor wea- 
ried thee with incenfe ; or frankincenfe, which was 
put upon the meat or bread-offeting ; fee Lev. ii. 
1. Some underftand this of all offerings in gene- 
ral, that they were not fo many that were com- 
manded them, as to be a burden to them ; nor fo 
expenfive, but that they were able to bear the 
charge of them, confidering the fruitfulnefs of the 
land of Canaan, and efpecially the numerous and 
coftly facrifices of heathen idolaters: and others 
think it has reference to the time of J/rae/’s coming 
out of Egypt, and the covenant of God with them, 
when no mention was made of factificés, nor wére 
they enjoined them, Yer. vii. 21, 22. 

¥.24. Thou hajt bought me no fweet cane with 
money, &c.] Or calamus*, which was ufed in the 
anointing oil, and for the perfume or incenfe, 
Exod. xxx. 7, 23. this they thought too chargeable, 
and fo left it out of the compofition, 6r ‘neglected 
the whole, this being put a part for the whole, 
Farchi gives it as the fenfe, that they had no need 
to buy it, fince it grew in great plenty in the land 


* 73) calamum, V. L. Pagninus, Montanus ; calamum odoratum, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator, Cocceius, Vitringa. 
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of Jfrael, which he took to be cinnamon; tho’ 
this is diftinguifhed from calamus, or the fweet. 
cane, Cant. iv. 14. wherefore Kimchi much better 
obferves, that it was not to be had in the land of 
Trael, but came from a land afar off, and there- 
fore muft be bought; fee Yer. vi. 20. hence grudg- 
ing to give the price for it, and to be at the ex- 
pence of it, bought it not, and difufed it: wether 
haft thou filled me with the fat of thy facrifices, they 
did not multiply their facrifices, offered only juft 
what the Jaw required, if fo many, and of 
the leaner fort; and whereas the fat of the facri- 
fices was the Lord’s, there was little of it for him 
in thefe: dat thou baft made me to ferve wih thy 
Sins, thou haft wearied me with thine iniquities, they 
were fo many, and fo aggravated, that he could 
not bear with them any longer, his patience was 
worn out; they were an uneafinefs to him, as it 
were a burden upon him, and therefore would eafe 
himfelf, as he fometimes does, by avenging him- 
felf, ch. i. 24. but here by pardoning them, as in 
the following verfe. Some think that thefe are 
the words of Chrift, the furety of his people, who 
took upon him the form of a fervant for the fake 
-of them, and had all their fins laid upon him, and 
which he bore, and made fatisfaction for; and 
were to the human nature a burden, and a weari- 
nefs to it; fee Pf xl. 12. This muft be under- 
{tood of the remnant according to the election of 
grace, among thefe people fo fadly corrupted, for 
whofe fins of omiffion and commiifion Chrift made 
atonement ; and upon the foot of his fatisfaction, 
remiffion of fins proceeds, as in the next verfe. 

¥. 25. J, even J am be, that blotteth out thy 
tranfgrefiions for mine own fake, 8&c.] The fame 
with fis in the ‘next claufé ; original fin, and ac- 
tual fins; which are tranfgreffions of the law of 
God, of which the law accufes, for which it pro- 
nounces guilty, curfes, and condemns; which are 
contrary to the nature of God, ftrike at his deity, 
and muft be abominable ‘to ‘him; they are many, 
yea infinite, and yet all pardoned ‘for’Chrift’s fake; 
which is here exprefied by a d/otting them out, in 
allufion to the blotting of a debt book: fins are 
debts, and thefe are many, and which cannot be 
paid by the finner’; Chrift has made full payment; 
as the furety of his people; upon this the debt-book 
is crofied; thefe debts are remitted for his fake : 
or as a cloud is blotted out, difpelled by the wind, 
or {cattered by the fun; ‘fee ch. ‘xliv. 22. fo as to 
be feen no more with the eye of avenging juftice, 
or to be charged againit the finner to his condem- 
nation. The author of this bleffing of grace is 
the Lord, J, even I am be; who had been fo i 
ufed, and male-treated, as before declared; whofe 
law had been broken in fuch a manner; and who 
is the lawgiver that is able to fave and to deftro 
and who hates and abhors fin, and is ftriCly juft 
and yet, notwithftanding all this, forgives it; an 
which he ‘repeats for the confirmation of it, 
feems to exprefs it with the utmoft pleafure, 
as glorying in it, and as if it was an honour to 
him, and a jewel in his crown; and indeed it is 
his fole prerogative; none can forgive fins but 
him: and this he does for his own fake; it is not 
procured ‘by any thing of the creature, not by 
riches, nor by righteoufhefs, nor by repentance, 
nor by faith, nor by obedience to any ordinance, 
it is not for the fake of thefe that the Lord for- 
gives fin, but for his own fake, and his Son’s fake, 
which is the fame; it is an inftance of unmeri 


~ 
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and diftinguifhing grace; it flows from the free 
grace of God; it is a branch of the covenant of 
grace; it is through the blood of »Chrift, and 
yet according to the riches of grace; and it 
is for the glory of all the divine perfections, ju- 
ftice, truth, and faithfulnefs, as well as grace 
and mercy; and after fuch:a lift of fins of omif- 
fion and commiffion, to hear fuch language as 
this, is furprifing grace indeed ! and will not remem- 
ber thy fins ; God forgives and forgets; God will 
not remember the fins of his people againft them ; 
having forgiven them, he’ll never punifh them for 
them, which is meant by remembering them ; fee 
Fer. xiv. 10. Rev. xviii. 5. 
¥. 26. Put me in remembrance, &c.|) Of this 
gracious promife of free remiffion of fins, and of 
all others of the fame kind; not that God ever 
forgets any of his promifes, but he may fometimes 
feem to do fo; wherefore he would have his peo- 
ple put him in mind of them, that he may by his 
good Spirit make a comfortable application of them 
to them: Jet us plead together , or come together in 
judgment, as God and the finner may upon the, 
foot of remiffion of fin, thro’ the blood, facrifice, | 
and fatisfaction of Chrift; which may be pleaded, | 
and will be allowed, in the court of juftice: de-| 
clare thou, that thou mayft be jupified; declare the 
promife before made ; declare the grace that is ex- | 
preffed in it; plead the blood and righteoufnefs of) 
my fon, that thou mayeft be juftified by it, on, 
which account remiffion of fin is: or it may be) 
rather, thefe words are directed to another fett of | 
men among the ews, who rejected the doétrine of | 
forgivenefs of fin by the grace of God, thro’ the’ 
blood of Chrift; fuch as were the Scribes and Pha- | 
rifees in Chrift’s time, thofe felf-jufticiaries, who’ 
fought to be juftified by the works of the law; | 
-{etting at nought the grace of God, and righte-| 
oufnefs of Chrift: now thefe the Lord calls upon' 
in a way of derifion, to put him in mind of any 
of their good attions they had done, and he had 
forgotten, for the fake of which they expected 
pardon, and not for his name’s fake ; and to come 
into open court, and plead their own righteoufnefs, 
and fee whether they could carry their caufe upon 
the foot of their own merits; and declare publickly | 
what thefe merits and good works were, that they | 
might be juftified by them, if they were fufficient | 
for fuch a purpofe ; but alas! thefe would not bear 
examination at the bar of ftri€t juftice, and would 
be far from juftifying them in the fight of God; 
and as their own works would be infufficient, it 
would be a vain thing to have recourfe to the 
works and merits of their forefathers; for it fol- 
lows, 
¥.27. Thy firft father bath finned, 8&c.] Either 
Adam, as Kimchi, in whom all have finned, and 
from whom all derive a finful and corrupt nature ; 
or Abraham, as Farchi, the father of the Fewifh 
nation, of whom they boafted, and in whom they 
trufted, as being of his feed, and thro’ whofe 
merits and worthinefs they expected great things , 


a 


s yyon interpretes tui, Vulg. Lat. Pagninus, Montanus, Vatablus. 


oratores tui, Pifcator,; oratores, interceffores tui,’ Vitringa. 
& Tremellius, Pifcator, Vitringa, 
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yet he was but a finful man, tho’ a good man, 
and a great believer; of whofe infirmity and frailty 
many inftanees are on record. Some have thought 
Terab the father of Abraham is defigned, who was 
an idolater ; others think fome particular king is 
meant, the father of his people; ex Ezra fup- 
pofes Feroboam to be intended, the firft king of the 
ten tribes, who made Jjrae] to fin; but Kimchi 
obferyes it is better to underftand it of Saul, who 
was the firft king over all J/rae/; others interpret 
it of Abax, and others of Manaffeh , Vitringa of 
Uriah the prieft, in the times of Abaz; but it feems 
beft to take the fingular for the plural, as the “a- 
bie -verfion does, which renders it, your fir/t fathers 
have finned; all their forefathers had finned, from 
their'coming out of Egypt to that day 5 and there- 
fore it was in vain to have refpect to them, or 
plead any worthinefs of theirs in their fayour ; be- 
fides they imitated them in their fins, and were 
filling up the meafure of their iniquities: and thy 
teachers bave tranfereffed againft mes or interpre- 
ters*; of the law to the people, the Priefts and 
Levites, Scribes and Pharifees; fuch who fhould 
have taught the people, and inftructed them in 
the knowledge of divine things, and interceded 
with God for them; thefe were tranferefiors of the 
law themfelves, as well as defpifers of the gofpel ; 
thefe rejetted ‘the counfél of God againft them- 
felves, difbelieved the Meffiah, and diffuaded the 
people from receiving him ; they were ovasors', as 
the word is by fome rendered; and they ufed afl 
the oratory they were matters of againft Chrift, and 
to perfuade the people into an ill opinion of him, 
and at laft to infift upon his crucifixion. 

¥. 28. Therefore I have prophaned the princes of 
the fanéiuary, 8c.} Or will do it; the paft tenfe 
for the future, common in prophetic writings ; thefe 
are not Mo/fes and Aaron, or the kings, but the 
priefts of the temple, who had the care and govern- 
ment of things there, and therefore called princes ; 
thefe, when this prophecy was fulfilled, were treated 
as common perfons, and divefted of their office, and 
laid afide ; their priefthood and the honour of it 
were taken from them; facrifices were abolifhed, 
and the law concerning them; this was more efpe- 
cially true when Yeru/alem was deftroyed, the temple 
-burnt, and the daily facrifice made to ceafe, by the 
Romans: and have given Facob to the curfe, and Ifrael 
to reproaches, to be curled and reproached, as the 
Fews are in all places to this day, wherever they 
be, and that very righteoufly, and in juft retalia- 
tion for-their behaviour to Chrift, and their ufage 
of his followers ; for they both hung him upon 
the accurfed tree, and imprecated his blood on them 
and their children, and anathematized, or delivered 
to an anathema ", as the word here ufed fignifies, 
and caft thofe who profefied his name out of their 
fynagogues, as well as reproached and blafphemed 
him, his perfon, offices, miracles, and doctrines , 
and therefore have been juftly given up to the curfe 
of God and man, and to be a taunt, proverb and 
by-word throughout the world, Fer. xxiv. 9. 


* Oratores, Coccsius ; interpretes, /ex 
« mond in anathema, Montanus ; anathemati, Junius 
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N this chapter the Lord comforts his people 
I with the promife of the effufion of his Spirit, 
and the bleffings of his grace upon them ; the con- 
fequence of which would be fruitfulnefs in them, 
and the converfion of others, who fhould: profefs 
themfelves the Lord’s people, ¥. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. he 
proves his deity in oppofition to all falfe gods from 
his eternity, omunifcience, and foretelling future 
events, y. 6, 7, 8. expofes the ftupidity of idol- 
makers, and the worfhippers of them, ¥. 9—20. 
makes gracious promifes of the remembrance of his 
people, the remiffion of their fins, and their re- 
demption by Chrift, ¥.21, 22,23. of which re- 
demption from Babylon was a type; and of that 
-affurance is given, from the Lord’s creating all 
things by his power; from his fruftrating and in- 
fatuating diviners and wife-men; from his. ful- 
filling his predictions delivered by his prophets ; 
and from his mentioning by name the inftrument 
of their redemption, Cyrus, ¥.24—28. which makes 
way for a particular prophecy concerning him in 
the next chapter. 


‘1. Yet now bear, O Facob my fervant, &c.] 
Thefe words are directed to a remnant according 
to the election of grace among the Yews, about 
the time when their princes fhould be’ profaned, 
and the body of the people fhould be given to curfe 
and reproaches ; and who are diftinguifhed’ from 
them by the title of the Lord’s fervants; who being 
called by grace, were made willing to ferve him 
in righteoufnefs and holinefs, either by preaching 
his gofpel, and fo had the title of the fervants of 
the moft high God, which fhew unto men the way 
of falvation ; or by obferving his commands’ and 
ordinances, and walking agreeably to his will, 
ferving him acceptably with reverence and godly 
fear ; as they are alfo in the next claufe diftin- 
guifhed from the reft by their being cho/en of God: 
and thefe having ears to hear, are called upon to 
hearken to what the Lord had to fay unto them; 
for notwithftanding the forrowful things delivered 
out in the latter part of the preceding chapter, 
threatening deftruction to the nation of the Fews , 
yet he had fome comfortable things to fay to this 
remnant, and therefore would now have them hear 
them, and attend unto them for their ufe and com- 
fort: and Ifrael whom I have chofen, an Ifrael out 
of J/racl; a feed the Lord had referved for himfelf, 
whom he had chofen in Chrift before the world 
was ; to. be holy and happy, to grace here, and 
glory hereafter, to believe in him, and profefs his 
name, and to ferve him in their day and generation, 
either in a more public, gr in a more private way ; 
chofen veffels they were to bear his name, and fhew 
forth his praife. What they were to hear and 
hearken to, is as follows, 

¥.2. Thus faith the Lord, that made thee, and 
formed thee from the womb, &c.| Which is not to 
be underftood of the forming of the people of J/rael 
into a commonwealth or church-ftate, for this is 
not faid of the body of them; nor of the natural 
creation and formation of thefe individuals, but of 
their new creation, regeneration, and fpiritual for- 
mation ; which, as it was owing to the grace and 


power of God, by which the Lord defcribes him- 
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felf, who is fpeaking to them, the confideration of © 
it might ferve to encourage their faith and confi- — 
dence-in the performance of the promifes about to 
be made to them; fee P/. c. 3. Gal. i. 15. and 
iv. 19: which wil] help thee, in the exercife of — 
grace, in the performance of duty, in. fuffering for 
his name’s fake, in every time of trouble, and out — 
of all trouble, and that right early, and when noné ~ 
elfe can: fear not, O Facob my fervant, and thon 
Fefurun, whom I have chofen, the titles are as be= — 
fore, only inftead of Irael is Fefurun, which is a 
name of the people of J/rael, Deut. xxxii. 15. and 
Xxxiii. 5. and here the Targum inftead of it puts 
Ifrael; and fo the Syriac and Arabic verfions. The 
Septuagint verfion renders it, beloved Ifrael; the 
word fignifies upright, and fo the Vulgate Latin 
verfion tranflates it, O thou moft upright one”; and 
well agrees with this little remnant of Jraelites in- 
deed, in whom there was no guile. Some derive 
the word from one that fignifies to fee, bebold, con= 
template*; and fo it may be rendered, the feeing 
ones whom I have chofen; fach whofe eyes the Lord 
opened to fee their own vilenefs and finfulnefs, and 
the glory of Chrift, and falvation by him: thefe - 
are bid not to fear; not any of their enemies, tho? 
they themfelves were but worms and. tho’ their 
number was fmall, and they weak and feeble, and 
their enemies numerous, ftrong, and mighty ;. and 
tho’ their country-men would, reproach, revile, and 
perfecute them for Chrift’s fake, and they fhould 
be obliged to turn to the Gentiles, and carry the’ 
gofpel among them, when thofe of their nation” 
would reject it, which would iffue in the ruin of 
it, as before predicted; fee ch. xli. 10, 13, 14. and 
lili: 15/25 sas Ta 

¥.3. Hor I will pour water on him that is thirfly, 
&c.] Or rather upon the thirfty land, as the Tar ; 
gum; and fo the Syriac verfion, in a thirfly places. 
as a dry land is a thirfty land; it thirfts for water, 
gapes and opens for it; fee Pf. lxiii..1: and floods 
upon the dry ground; large quantities of rain to” 
moiften it, and make it fruitful; thefe figurative 
expreffions are explained in the next claufes: J will 
pour my Spirit upon thy feed, and my blefing upon 
thine offspring ; by which feed and offspring are 
meant the fpiritual feed of this remnant or little 
church of Chrift among the Fews, in the firft times” 
of the gofpel; fuch as fhould be regenerated and 
converted in it, and who are fignified by the dry 
and thirfly ground; for being made fenfible of 
their defolate condition, their barrennefs and un- 
fruitfulnefs, they hungred and thirfted after righte- 
oufnefs ; were defirous of Chrift and his grace, and 
more knowledge of him, and eagerly fought after 
them; and to thefe are promifed the Spirit, and 
his gifts and graces, compared to water, for its 
purifying, foftening, fruétifying and_refre 
nature, and for extinguifhing thirft, and | 
areal pleafure and delight ; fee Ezek. xxxvi. 25. 
Fobn iii. 5. and the abundance thereof is : d 
by floods of water; for in firft converfion 


there is an abounding, yea a fuperabounding ¢ 


the grace of God; it is a well of living water; yea 
out of the believer flow rivers of — iving wa 


Fobniv. 14. and vii. 37, 38. fee Rom. v.20. 1 Tim, 


always a dle/-— 
fits 


i. 14. and this grace of the Spirit is 
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J/g; and indeed all the bleffings of grace go along 
with it, as to the manifeftation and application of 
them, as juftification, pardon of fin, adoption, Ge. 
here perhaps a more {pecial regard is had to the 


extraordinary effufion of the Spirit on the day of 


Penteco/t, when the apoftles of Chrift, being fur- 
nifhed with his gifts and graces, were fitted to go 
forth with the fulnefs of the bleffing of the gofpel of 
Chrift. The Targum of the whole is, ‘* for as 
‘* waters are given upon the thirfty land, and they 
“* flow upon the dry land, fo will I give my holy 
“* Spirit on thy children, and my bleffing upon 
“© thy childrens children ;” a fucceffien of converts 
in the chriftian church. 

¥. 4. And they fhall {pring up as among the grafs, 
&c.} That is, fuch on whom the Spirit of the 
Lord fhall be poured with his gifts and grace, and 
with the bleffings of it: by the gra/s may be meant 
common believers, comparable to green grafs, for 
their numbers, being many; for their weaknefs in 
themfelves; for their flourifhing condition ; like 
erafs for its greennefs and verdure, and its fpring- 
ing up by clear fhining after rain; fee P/ Ixxii. 6,16. 
and by thofe that /pring up among them are intended 
the apoftles and minifters of the word, who ex- 
ceed common chriftians in their gifts, and grace, 
and ufefulnefs, grow up higher and taller than they, 
like palm-trees and cedars in Lebanon; and as fuch 
exceed private faints-as tall trees exceed the grafs 
they grow among: as willows by the water-courfes ; 
a fort of trees wel] known, and which delight in 
watery places, and grow beft on banks of rivers, 
and fhoot up apace in a very fhort time, and 
fpread their branches; fo the apoftles, after the ef- 
fufion of the Spirit on them, grew faft in gifts, 
and grace, and evangelic knowledge ; and their ufe- 
fulnefs fpread far and near. The Zargum is, “ the 
** righteous fhall grow tender and delicate as the 
*© flowers of the grafs, as a tree that fends forth 
** its roots by flows of water.” 

¥. 5. One foall fay, Iam the Lord’s, &c.] This 
exprefies the fuccefs of the apoftles miniftry, not 
only among the ews, but more. efpecially among 
the Gentiles, who were not called by the name of 
Facob and I/rael; but now fhould call themfelves 
by thofe names, as the following claufes thew, 
being called by grace and converted; when they 
fhould openly profefs their faith in Chrift, claim 
their intereft in him, and acknowledge his property 
in them, and not be afhamed of the name of chri- 
ftians ; and this one, and another, even many fhould 
do. The Lord has a people who are his fpecial 
and peculiar people, his beloved ones, the objeéts 
of his delight and pleafure, his chofen and cove- 
nant-ones, his adopted ones, his treafure and his 
jewels ; and hence he has taken fuch care of them ; 
he has put them into the hands of Chrift for their 
fecurity; given him to be an head, Redeemer, 
and. Saviour of them ; beftows every bleffing 
of grace on them; will not fuffer any to hurt 
them ; and keeps them by his power: and having 
given them to Chrift, they are his people, his por- 
tion, his fpoufe and bride, his children, and the 
fheep of his hand; hence he became incarnate on 
their account ; laid down his life’ to fave them ; 
fends his gofpel, and along with it his Spirit, ef- 
feétually to call them ; and hence all that‘he has 
is theirs, and he will keep them, and not lofe any 
of them: and being called by grace, they are the 
workmanfhip of the Spirit; his temples in which 
he dwells, and in whom he is as the earneft and 
pledge of their eternal glory: and this intereft the 
ebb NS, 8. 
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things in nature, Baise and grace; all things 
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Lord has in his people may be known by them, {fo 
as that they may be able to fay, one and another, 
I am the Lord’s,-as many of them have done ; fee 
Pf. cxix. 94. Cant. ii. 16. Affs xxvii. 23. they may 
know they are the Lord’s beloved ones, by his 
drawing them with his love, by the communhica- 
tions of his grace to, them, by the communion with 
himfelf he indulges them with, and by what he 


fhews unto them, and by the fheding abroad of his 
love in them; and that they are his chofen ones, 


by the gofpel coming in power to them, by their 


effectual calling, by the fanctification of the Spirit, 


and their faith in Chrift Jefuus ; and that they are 
his covenant-ones, by the application of covenant- 


grace and bleffings to them ; and that they are his 
adopted-ones, by the fpirit of adoption fent down 
into their hearts, witneffing it unto them; they 


may know that they are the redeemed of the Lamb, 


by their having his Spirit, and by his being formed 
in their hearts; and they may know that they are 
the temples of the Holy Ghoft, by his own work 
upon them, and his dwelling in them: and know- 


ing this, they fhould and will declare, and /ay they 
are the Lord’s, and none others; that they are not 


their own, nor fatan’s, nor the fervants of men, 


but the Lord’s, to whom they devote themfelves, 
and whom they defire to ferve ; and therefore join 
themfelves to his churches, and walk in his ordi- 
nances, publickly confeffing their faith in him, 
which is telling all the world whofe they are; and 
this they fay with the utmoft joy and pleafure, in 
an exulting, yea even boafting way and manner. 
The Targum is, ‘* this fhall fay, I am of them 
“¢ that fear the Lord:” and another fhall call him- 


felf by the name of Facob; reckon himfelf of the 


pofterity of Facod, in a fpiritual fenfe; count it an 
honour to be called a wreftling Facob, and a pre- 
vailing D/raelite ; fo the Targum, “ this fhall pray 
“¢ in the name of Yacod;” either in the name of 
the God of Facob, the Meffiah, or as Facob did: 
and another fhall fubfcribe with his hand to the Lords 
fhall give his hand and feal to ferve the Lord ; 
fhall efteem it his high and great privilege to be 
written among the living in Feru/alem, and to have 
his name regiftered among the faints, and in their 
church-book. The Targum is, ‘* and this fhall 
‘© offer his oblation before the Lord ;” himfelf and 
his facrifices of prayer and praife: and furname 
himfelf Zy the name of Ifracl , fhall value himfelf 
upon this, that he is an //raelite indeed, and fhall 
chufe no other name to be called by than that of a 
chriftian. The Targum is, ‘‘ in the name of J/rael 
“¢ he fhall draw near ;” and worfhip with them ; 
all thefe phrafes are expreflive of a fincere and 
hearty profeffion of faith in Chrift, and of the chri-- 
ftian religion, in terms borrowed from the people 
of Ifrael, fee Adis ii. 41, 47. and v. 14. 2 Cor. 
viii. 5. 

y. 6. Thus faith the Lord, the king of Tfrael, &c.} 
The king of the whole world, and governor among 
the nations; and in a peculiar manner king of 
Tfrael, that nation being a theocracy; and efpe- 
cially king of fpiritual J/ree/, or king of faints, be 
they of what nation they will: end bis redeemer, the 
Lord of hofts; who redeemed I/rze/ out of Egypt, 
from the houfe of bondage, and would again re~ 
deem them from the Badylonifo captivity, and the 
whole J/rael of God from fin, fatan, and the law , 
which he was able to do, being the Lord of bo/ts, 
of the armies above and below: Jam ¢he firft, and 
Iam the laff, the firft caufe, and laft end of all 


Pee 


are 


a. ae ey Ors tye 
oreo. 
are of him, thro’ him, and from him; all t ings 
were made by him in» creation, and for his plea- 


fure they are and wete created ; and all Sina are 
a ofed of in his providence for his own glory 5 
he is the firft in reconciliation, juftification, 


: a falvation, and all are to the glory c of his grace:, 
or this is a periphrafis of his eternity, who is from 
everlafting to everlafting, without beginning or 
end, the Alpha and Omega ; ; the fame is faid of 
Chrift, Rev. i. 8, 11, 17. and all the other cha- 


raters before- mentioned agree with him: and be- 


fides me there is no God; “all others are only gods | 
by name, not by nature, mere nominal fictitious 
deities, not real ones; and “tis to the exclufion of 


thefe from the rank of deity, thefe words are {aid , 


but not to the exclufion of the Son of God, ie, 
the holy Spirit, who with the Father, are the one 


true God. 


¥.3. And who as I feall call, &c.) Which of 
the idols’ of the Gentiles can do as the king of 
Irael, the Lord of hofts has done? call things 
that are not, as tho’ they were? call all creatures 
into being? call men by their names before they 
were born, as Haac, Fofiah, and Cyrus, of whom 
mention is made in the latter end of this chapter ? 
and call them to fervice and ufefulnefs in their day 
and generation ? and call whom he pleafes by his 
and fhall declare it; the 
things future that are yet 
to come to, pals; or the purpofes and decrees of 
God, his counfel and covenant, his mind and will? 
and fet it in order for me, give an exact and orderly | 
account of things that fhall be throughout the fuc- | 
as Jehovah did with: refpect | 
to the people of Ifrael, whofe God and king he 


grace to eternal glory? 
end from the beginning, 


ceffive ages of time; 


was.; he foretold to Abraham their going into Egypt, 
and bondage there, their deliverance from thence, 
and fettlement in the land of Canaan, and now their 
deliverance from Baédylon, and by name who fhould 
be the inftrument. of it; none of the gods of the 
Gentiles could do this, or any thing like it, or order 
and difpofe all occurrences in providence for his 
own glory, and the good of men : fince I appointed 
the ancient people ? meaning either the ancient pa- 
triarchs, Abrabam, Ifaac and Jacob, and their po- 
fterity, the children of /rae/, who were early form- 
ed into a body politic, and into a church-ftate ; fee 
Deut. xxxii. 6, 7, 8. or rather the firft man, road 
the firft race of men that inhabited the world be- 
fore the flood, called the old world; and fo the 
fenfe is, who ever did the things I have done, from 
the time I made man, and other creatures, and 
placed them on the earth, or from the creation of 
the world? fo Aben Ezra, ‘Farchi, and: Kimchi. in- 
terpret it; tho’ it is beft of all to underftand_ this 
of the people of God, the church of the. firft born, 
whofe names are written in heaven, in the lamb’s 
book of life, from the foundation of the world ; 
who are, as the words may be-rendered, she ‘people 
of eternity” ; and may be {fo called, becaufe they 
were in fome fenfe a people, that. were from eter- 
nity, as the Targum paraphrafes it; not that they 
had an actual perfonal being fo early, for they are 
but creatures of time, raifed up in fucceflive ge- 
nefations, and but of yefterday, and of a fhort con- 
tinuance; yet they had from all eternity a repre- 
fentative being in Chrift, as their federal head ; 
they were chofengin him. before the foundation of 


the world, and had gens given them in him before 


y mow {DY populum feculi, Mnniter Pagninus, Montanus, Vatabls, 
* SN figna, with the faite. 


pulum rternitatis, Gataker, 


Sod EME Salis 
the world 
him, rom samc oes for. fo 


' 
| tyrants, and what they can do againft you, andan 


‘thee from that. time, and baie declared. it 2 what 
‘fhould come to pafs, before it did, even every - 


tion, and afcenfion to heaven, Aas i 


fcient_ and: omnipotent, . pea 
;| events, and. accomplifh t 
‘no god but the one God, 


lle Ephe in 35 4. 2 Tite is grothey 
fA COvenanigny?y 
early.) e.cove- 
nant of grace made with Cheiltuss and them inhim; 
they, ftood fo early related to God, as) his) children, 
‘and to. Chrift as his {poufe and. bride ;.do,earlywere 
they on. thoughts.of God, ss oe Che, - 
in, ‘his feCtions, as they were. alfo.upo : 
and in his hands, and their names fo.early r 
ed in his. book: of life ; fo that they m 
be indeed, an ancient people, ora people. 3) 
and they, may be called, fo, .becaufe they, wi 
tinue for ever,, as, the days of heaven, and z 

fun and moon before the Lord, Pf. 1\xxxix.2 
everlafting habitations are. provided for pei 
they thall | be for ever with the Lord ;, fo the Syriac; 
verfion renders it, @, people for eternity: now thele 
are appointed by the. Lords to.come into, aétual 
being at the time, and in, the place he has fixed 5 


they are appointed to many things in —— 
wrath, either here or hereafter, but..to. afflictions | 


were, the peo 


and to death itfelf: and they are appo oe 
|many, good things, to, be called ican 


faved with an, everlafting falvation,, —— 
with Chrift in the new Ferufalem-Ltare x: fee ch. xxiv. 
23. where they are called ancients, a here 3\ and, 
to be glorified with Chrift for. ever, ‘it. follows:: 
and the “things that are coming, and. Joell: come?-det 
them fhew unto them; let the. idols thew to,their 
worfhippers if they can,, she things that are comings 
Jult coming, n thas are near at wan etree. 


and He ae 


fhall come to pais, yy which Pein caress co 
but the idols of the Genéiles.can de eae 


kind. parte cand” 
¥.8. Fear ye not, neither be akeatdas &es}xiOF - | 

the accomplifhment of prophecies and, promifes, 

and ef profefling the true God, and of. 


to Jefus Chrift, the only. Redeemer and. — 


or of the gods of the heathens, and of 


favour of their idolatrous religion : have not It 


thing that has fince the appointment of the ancient _ 
people ; ;, and particularly what troubles, and. perfes 
cutions the apoftles,. minifters of the word, the 
firft chriftians, fhould meet with among the hea~— 
thens, for profefling and propagating the g 
and what fucceis, they. fhould, meet hip 
came to pafs accordingly : ye are evem my 4 
as efpecially the apoltles were, who.-had: i 
Chrift’s own mouth, that they fhould be h 
perfecuted for, the fake of the gofpel,. and fh 
be fuccefsful wherever they came; as. th 

were his witnefles i in Jerufalem,. and Fud 
maria, and unto the uttermeft partasgia 
of his perfon, doétrine, miracles, dea 
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there is 10 God, I know not any, or, there is no | others at Ephefus : let them ftand up, and plead for 
rock*, or, is there any? a word ufed for God, | their gods, and fay all they can in the behalf of 
Deut. xxxii/ 4,°18, 30, 31. there is no rock to | them: yet they foall fear, and they foall be afbamed 
build upon for falvation, no rock for fhelter and | ‘ogerder the light of the gofpel breaking forth in 
fafety, but Chrift the rock of ages, on which the | the miniftry of the apoftles and others, the minds 
church is built, and the gates of hell can’t prevail | of many were inlightened to. fee the folly of wor- 
againft it, Mart. xvi. 18. and if God, who is om- | fhipping idols, which brought them, and the ma- 
nifcient, knows’none elfe, there can be no other. | kers of them, into contempt ; who not being able 
* Wig. Lhey that make a graven image are all of \to withftand the evidence and force of arguments 
them vanity, &c.| They fhew themfelves to be | brought againft them, were covered with fhame, 
vain men, by making fuch vain things, as graven | and filled with fear, left, fhould the gofpel ftill get 
images are; both images, makers, and worfhip- | further ground, their trade of idol-making would 
pers of them ‘are all vain, yea vanity itfelf: amd | come to nothing ; or left the vengeance of heaven 
their delettable things fhall not profit, their idols | fhould fall upon them for their idolatrous pra- 
made of gold and filver, or covered with them, | ctices. ~ 
and adorned. with precious ftones, and fo delight-} y.12. The /mith with the tongs, &c.] Or, the 
fal and defirable, are of no manner of profit and| worker of iron *; the black{mith, who had a con- 
advantage, unlefs the matter they are made of,| cern in making of idols, for fome wete made of 
and the ornaments about them, ‘were converted to | iron, Da. v. 4. or in making plates to cover them, 
other ufes; yet not as gods, and’ worfhipped as | or nails to faften them with, or inftruments which 
fuch, who can be of no fervice to their worfhippers | the carpenter made ufe of in cutting down trees, 
to help them in diftrefs, or fave them from ruin: | and fitting the wood for an image; fuch as the ax 
and ‘they are their own witneffes ; they fee not, nor | or hatchet, or plane, and which fome think is here 
know that they may be afbamed, they that made | meant, by the word tranflated song's, but is ren- 
them muft be witneffes againft themfelves, and the | dered an ax, er. x. 3. and is ufed for that, or an 
idols they have made’; they muft be convicted in | hatchet; or a plane, by the AG/nic * writers; fo 
their own confciences that they can’t be pods; |the Targum renders it, “ the {mith out of iron 
they muft be fenfible that they have no fight nor | ‘* makes an ax or hatcher:” both worketh in the 
knowledge of perfons and things; that they can’t | coa/s; he puts his iron in the coals, and blows 
fee, nor know their worfhippers, nor their wants, | upon them, and fo makes it foft and malleable, 
and cannot give them relief; and this they ought | and then takes it out: and fafbioneth it with ham- 
to acknowledge to their own fhame that made | mers; beats it with hammers upon the anvil, and 
them, and that the worfhippers of them might be | puts it into what form he pleafes: aud worketh it 
afhamed alfo. with the firength of bis arms; ules his utmoft 
¥. 10. Who hath formed a god, &c.] Who | {trength to bring it into a form he is defitous of: 
ever made one? was fuch a thing ever known? | yea, be is hungry, and his firength faileth, he drink- 
or can that be a god which is made or formed? | eth no water, and is faint ; he works at it with all 
who fo mad, foolifh and fottifh, as to imagine he | his might and main, is earneft at it, and is eagerly 
has made a god? or is it poffible for a creature | defirous of finifhing his work ; he works till he is 
to be the maker of a god? or any fo ftupid as to | hungry and thirfty, and for want of food is ready 
fancy he had made one? ‘yet fuch there were, fo |to faint and fink; and yet will not give himfelf 
void of underftanding and reafon, and even com- | time to eat and drink, being fo intent upon his 
mon fenfe > or molten a graven image, firft melted | work: or the fenfe is, tho’ he is hungry and thirfty, 
“it, and caft it into a mould, and then graved and | and faints for warft of provifions, yet the god he 
polithed it, and called it a god? that 7s profitable |is making, or has made, cannot fupply him with 
for nothing ? or feeing it is profitable for nothing, as | any : this is faid to expofe the folly of idol-making, 
a god; can’t fee the perfons, nor hear the prayers, | and of idol-worthip. 
nor relieve the diftrefles of thofe that worfhip it ; ¥. 13. The carpenter firetcheth out his rule, 8&c.] 
and therefore it muft be great folly indeed to make | Or, the worker of trees*; that works in wood, 
an image for fuch a purpofe, which anfwers no|or makes images of wood; having cut down a 
end. ‘“ tree, he ftretches out his rule or ie upon it, and 
¥. 11. Bebold, all his fellows fhall be afbamed, | takes the dimenfions of it, and meafures the length 
&c.] Either fuch who join with them in the wor- | and the breadth of it, as much as is for his pur- 
fhip of the molten graven image, or god formed, |'pofe to make a’ god of: and then be marketh it 
when they find it is profitable for nothing ; fo the | out with a line; coloured with oaker, or chalk, 
Targum, * behold all their worfhippers fhall be ‘con- | which leaves a mark, by which he knows where to 
*© founded ;” or their fellow-workmen, who took | cut it, and fathion it to his mind: aud be fitteth it 
their’ feveral parts in’ making’ the image, and fo | with planes; firft with the rougher planes, which. 
muft be confcious of the vanity and unprofitable- | take off the Knotty and more rugged parts ; and 
nefs of it, and afhamed when upbraided with it: | then with a fmoother plane, makes it even, and 
and the workmen they ate of men, or, of Adam”; | polifhes it: and he marketh it out with a compafs ; 
they are the fons of Adam, fallen men, finful, frail, | where its head and body, and ‘legs and arms, and 
mortal creatures; they are not fo much ‘as of the | other parts muft be : and maketh it after the figure 
angels in heaven, but of men on earth, and fo | of @ man, with all the parts and proportion of a 
very unfit to be makers of a god: Jet them be ga-| man: according to the beauty of a man, with the 
thered together ; workmen and worthippers, as De- | face and countenance of a man, with all the linea- 
metrius, and the craftfmen or fhrine-makers, with | ments and juft fymmetry of a man; in the moft 
Ginigesbcs - ated comely 
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comely and beautiful manner he is capable of, that 
it may be the more ftriking and pleafing to the 
worfhippers of it. ‘Farchi’s note is, ‘ this is a wo- 
“* man, who is the glory of her hufband ;” and 
fo the Targum, ‘ according to the praife of a wo- 
“man ;” there being fhe-deities, as ‘Funo, Venus, 
Diana, and others: that it may remain in the boufe'; 
either in the temple built for it, whither its vota- 
ries repair to the worfhip of it; or in the dwelling- 
houfe, being one of the Lares or Penates, houfhold- 
gods : it may be, this is faid by way of {corn and 
contempt; this god being made, is fet up in the 
houfe, from whence it cannot ftir nor move, to 
the help of any of its worfhippers. 

y. 14. He heweth him down cedars, and taketh 
the cypre[s and the oak, &c.| To make gods of, 
trees both pleafant and durable, but all untruitful : 
which he ftrengtheneth for himfelf among the trees of 
the fore? ; taking a great deal of pains in feeking 
out fuch trees as were moft fit for his ufe, and a 
great deal of care in the growth of them, that 
they might anfwer his end, as well as exerting his 
{trength in cutting of them down: he planteth an 
afh, and the rain doth nourifob it, a tree that foon 
grows up, and which he plants for the purpofe to 
make a god of; and this being watered and nou- 
rifhed with rain, which God vouchfafes, tho’ de- 
figned for an idolatrous ufe, grows, and is fit for 
what it was intended; and being fo, he cuts it 
down, and makes an image of it ; which fhews his 
folly and madnefs, that a tree of his own planting, 
which he has feen the growth of, and yet be fo 
fottifh as to imagine that a god may be made of 
it. The word for rain, fignifies a dedy in the Sy- 
riac ® language, as Kimchi obferves, and for which 
he produces Dan, iv. 33. and fo Aben Ezra fays it 
fignifies in the Arabic language"; and the fenfe 
is, the body of the tree grew up, and being grown 
up, was cut down, and ufed as follows. 

¥. 15. Then fhall it be for a man to burn, &c.| 
And which indeed is the proper ufe of it, but not 
all that this man puts it to; only the boughs, and 
what he cuts off as ufelefs to his purpofe, and the 
chips he makes, which he commits to the fire: 
for he will take thereof and warm him/felf ; with fome 
part of it he makes a fire in his parlour, and warms 
himfelf when it is cold weather: yea, be kindleth 
it, and baketh bread; he heats his oven with an- 
other part of it, and bakes the bread he has made 
for himfelf and family to live on, and which is 
putting it toa good ufe: yea, be maketh a god, 
and worfhippeth it, be maketh a graven image, and 
falleth down thereto, the other part of the tree, 
and which is the better part, he makes an image 
of, and carves it, and calls it a god; and not 
only fo, but when he has done, falls down and 
worfhips it ; than which, there cannot be a greater 
inftance of ftupidity and folly. 

¥. 16. He burneth part thereof in the fire, &c.] 
To warm himfelf with, as before : with part there- 
of be eateth flefh; that is, with part of it he dreffes 
fiefh, and makes it fit to eat ; unlefs the meaning 
is, with part of it he makes tables and trenchers 
to eat meat off of ; but the former fenfe feems moft 
likely, and agrees with what follows: he roafteth 
roaji, and is fatisfied; he roafts his meat with it, 
and eats it when roafted, and is highly pleafed and 


* The note of Ben Melech is, “ as it is the glory of a woman to abide in the houfe, and not go out of doors, fo a gr yen 
corpus, Luke iii. 22. 2 Cor, x. 10. Caftel. Lex, Polyglot col. 62 
» So, according to Schindler, 


‘* image abides in the houfe.” 
So in the Chaldee language. 
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delighted with it, and he eats of it to his fatisface 
tion: yea, he warmeth him, and faith, Aba, an 
expreffion of joy and delight, being before a good 
fire in winter-time: J am warm, I have feen the 
jire; have felt it, and enjoyed the. comfort of it, 
which has given a jenfible pleafure. 


¥.17. And the vefidue thereof ke maketh a god, 


even his graven image, &c.] What remains of the 
tree, that is not confumed by making a fire to 
warm with, by heating the oven to bake bread 
with, and by ufing it in the kitchen to roaft meat 
with, this is made an image of, and being graved 
and carved, is called a god, and worfhipped; tho* 
it is of the fame matter, and of the fame nature, 
with that’ which was ufed for warming, baking, 
and roafting: he falleth down unto it, and worfhip- 
peth it, and prayeth unto it, and faith, deliver me, 
for thou art my god; he bows unto it, falls down 
on his knees, and fpreads out his hands, and lifts 
them up, and ufes all the geftures of adoration 5 
yea, makes a formal addrefs in prayer and fuppli- 
cation, and particularly requefts that he would de+ 
liver him from prefent danger and diftrefles, of 
whatfoever kind he was attended with, declari 

at the fame time he was-his god, in whom he 


trufted, and from whom he expected relief and 
fuccour. Monftrous ftupidity ! 


y¥. 18. They have not known-nor underftoad, Bec.) 


Who the true God is, nor the worfhip that is due 
to him alone; they don’t know for underiftand di- 
vine and fpiritual things ; nay, they have not the 
knowledge and underftanding of men; they want 
common fenfe that can do and fay fueh things as 
before-mentioned, both idol-makers and. idol-wor- 
fhippers : for he hath fout their eyes that they cannot 


fee, and their heart that they cannot underfland ; ei- 


ther the devil, as fome think, the god of this 
world, that blinds their eyes from feeing the folly 
of fuch grofs idolatry, which he, deceiving them, 
leads them into; or rather God himfelf, who, be- 
caufe they like not to retain him in their know- 
ledge, gives them up to a reprobate and injudi- 
cious mind, to believe a lie, and worfhip a falfe 
god; this he permits, orders, and over-rules to 
fome good ends and purpofes : this is to be under- 
ftood of the eyes of the underftanding, which, as 
the word : fignifies, are daubed and plaiftered over, 
that there is no opening of them, and feeing with 
them ; which is the judicial blindnef$ and hardnefs 
of heart, which God fometimes in righteous judg- 
ment gives up men unto; fee Rem. i. 28. 

¥. 19. And none confidereth in his heart, S.] 
Or, and he does not return it to bis heart *® ; he dees 
not come to himfelf again, or return to his right 


mind, but lives and dies under the infatuation; ~ 


never once revolving it in his mind, pondering with- 
in himfelf what he has done, or is doing, whether 
right or wrong: neither is there knowledge nor un- 
derftanding to fay; within himéelf, and reafon” 
matter in his own mind, and thus exprefs himifelf; 
I have burnt part of it in the fire; to warm 
with: yea, alfo I have baked bread upon the coa 
thereof ; both heated the oven, and baked bread 
with it ; and alfo upon the live coals have laid 
kneaded dough, and baked a cake on them: end 
I have roafted flefh, and eaten it; made a Srey 
another part of it, and roafted meat at it, aa 


> fignifies a body, Lex. Pentaglott. col. 347, 
hae 


* DV PY MO oblevit oculos eorum, Montanus ; obleverit, Cocceius; quod /eu/ptile oblinat, Pifcator. 
¥ 922 IS AL v7) et non reducet ad cor fuum, Pagninus, Montanus ; reducit, Pifcator. 
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it with great pleafure and fatisfaction : and hall I\ art my fervant, I have formed thee, thou art my 


make the refidue thereof an abomination? an idol, 
which is an abominable thing to God, and _to all 
men of fenfe and goodnefs : /hall I fall down to the 
Stock of a tree? or, the bud of a tree’; or that 
which is made out of it, a tree of my own plant- 
ing, cutting down, and hewing, part of which has 
been ufed to the above purpofes ; and the remain- 
ing lifelefs log, fhall I worfhip it as a god? and 
yet, tho’ fuch reafoning might be juftly expected 
from a. man that is a reafonable creature, fo fottith 
are idolaters, that they feem to be quite deprived 
of ‘their rational powers, or at leaft thefe are dif- 
ufed by them. 

¥. 20. He feedeth of afbes, &c.| That is, the 
idolater delights in his idol, pleafes himfelf with it, 
feeks comfort and fatisfaction from it, fills and 
feeds himfelf with hopes and expectations .of being 
helped and delivered by it; but this is all vain 
hope, a mere delufion ; it is as if a man fed on 
afhes inftead of food; it is feeding on that which 
has no favour nor fubftance, can yield no nourifh- 
ment, but on the contrary is pernicious and hurt- 
ful; and it is like Ephraim’s feeding on wind, Ho/: 
xii. 1. or on chaff inftead of wheat, Fer. xxiii. 28. 
and fo fuch, who feed upon, and delight them- 
felves in finful lufts, or falfe doctrines, may be 
faid to feed on the fame fort of food; and here it 
may be true of the idol in a literal fenfe; part of 
the wood of which it was made being reduced. to 
afhes, to which fome refpect may be had, y. 15, 
16. and that itfelf was capable of the fame fate. 
The Targum is, ‘‘ behold his God, part of it is 
«© afhes;” fo the Vulgate Latin verfion: a deceived 
heart hath turned him afide; from the true God, 
and the right worfhip of him, unto idolatry ; the 
heart of man is deceitful, and defperately wicked ; 
a man needs no other to entice him, and draw 
him away into any fin, and from the living God, 
than his own evil:heart; which being deceived it- 
felf, deceives him, and leads him to the commif- 
fion of fuch things as are contrary to reafon and 
common fenfe: and he is fo infatuated with them, 
and pofleffed with a ftrong belief of them, shat 
he cannot deliver his foul, diveft himfelf of his er- 
roneous and wicked principles, and leave his ido- 
latrous practices, or be perfuaded that he is in the 
wrong: sor fay, is there wot a le in my right band? 
that the idol, which his right hand. has made, is 
a lie, a mere vanity, not to be depended upon, and 
trufted in: or which is in or a his right band, 
and worfhipped by him, and is highly efteemed, 
and loved as his right hand; this he can’t be per- 
fuaded to believe, and fay that it is a falfhood, 
and a work of errors; fuch is the force and fafci- 
nation of idolatry, when once perfons are enfnared 
and entangled with it. 

y. 21. Remember thefe, O Facob, O Tfrael, &c.] 
Remember thefe perfons, thefe idolaters before 
fpoken of; or thefe things, the grofs idolatries 
they were guilty of, and lothe and abhor them, 
fhun and avoid them, and not imitate them, and 
do the fame things: or remember that this was 
formerly your cafe, and admire the diftinguifhing 

ace of God, in turning you from idols to ferve 

im: for by facob and Jrael may be meant the 
fpiritual J/rae/ of God, or thofe from among the 
entiles called by the grace of God, and incorpo- 
rated into chriftian churches; fee ¥. 5: for thou 


y bad ante id quod provenit ex arbore, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator ; germen ligni, Forerius, 


Jervant ; and therefore fhould ferve the Lord, and 
him only, and not idols; for no man can fervé 
two mafters ; moreover, thefe were formed by the 
Spirit and grace of God in regeneration for his 
fervice, and therefore ought chearfully to engage 
therein, and abide in it, and never ferve any other: 
O Ijrael, thou fhalt not be forgotten of me; fuch as 
remember the Lord, and remember to ferve him, 
he will remember, and not forget them, his love 
to them, his covenant with them, and the pro- 
mifes he has made them ; he will not forget their 
perfons, nor their fervice, their work and labour 
of love, which they have fhewed to his name. 
The Septuagint, Vulgate Latin, Syriac, and Arabic 
verfions render it, do not forget me; and fo the 
Targum paraphrafes it, “¢ do not forget my fears;”° 
to fear, ferve, and worfhip the Lord, and him 
only ; but Aben Ezra and Kimchi obferve, it fhould 
be rendered as it is by our tranflators, 

¥. 22. I have blotted out as a thick cloud thy 
tranferefions, and as a cloud thy fins, &c.] Sins 
and tranfgreffions are compared to clouds, for the 
number of them, they being many as the fleeting 
clouds of the air; and for the nature and quality of 
them : as clouds are exhalations out of the earth 
and fea, fo thefe arife out of the earthly and cor- 
rupt heart of man, which is as a troubled fea; 
and like the clouds they reach up to the heavens, 
and the cry of them calls aloud for vengeance from 
thence ; they caufe darknefs, even all that dark- 
nefs, both in unregeneracy, and after converfion ; 
they intercept the light of God’s countenance, and 
interpofe between God and the fouls of men, and 
caufe him to hide his face from them ; they come 
between them and the fun of righteoufnefs, and 
cover him out of their fight; and by means of 
them, the light and comfort of the Holy Spirit 
are withdrawn ; and they hinder the free paflage 
of prayer to God, at leaft as to the apprehenfion 
of God’s people ; fee J/ lix. 2, Lam. iii. 44. and 
they portend a ftorm, and threaten with a tempeft 
of divine wrath and vengeance; but God gracioufly 
forgives them; which is meant by d/otting them 
out. Clouds are blotted out either by the wind 
diffipating and fcattering them; or by the fun 
breaking thro’ them, conquering, and difperfing 
them, which perhaps is alluded to here; and de- 
figns not the fatistaction of Chrift for fin; by ~ 
which he has finifhed and made an end of it; but 
rather God’s act of pardon upon it, and the ap- 
plication of it to his people; or the difcoveries of 
it by Chrift himfelf, the fun of righteoufnefs ari- 
fing upon them with healing in his wings, that 
is, with pardon to their fouls; faying to them, 
thy fins, tho’ many, are forgiven thee: and they 
are fo blotted out and removed, as to be feen no 
more, and as if they had never been, as a cloud 
is; not only no more feen by the avenging eye of 
divine juftice, but fo removed from them as not 
to be feen by them, as to have no more confcience 
of them, or feel the load and burden of them ; 
and tho’ other clouds or fins may arife, yet thefe 
alfo are blotted out in the fame way, and fhall 
never appear againft the faints to their condemna- 
tion. And as when clouds are blotted out, there 
is a clear fky, a ferene heaven, the fun fhines in 
its brightnefs, and every thing is pleafant and de- 
lightful ; fo when fin is pardoned, or it appears fe 
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be fo, then God is beheld as the God of all grace, 
as all grace and fove; the finner can go with an 
holy boldnefs to hin ood of Ch 

as being pardoned, and has fellowfhip with him ; 
the evidences of intereft in Chrift become clear, 
and the comforts of the Holy Ghoft are enjoyed. 
And let it be obferved, that as no man can reach 
the clouds, and blot any of them out ;' fo none can 
forgive fins but God, this is his fole prerogative, 
ch. xliii. 2%. Here is mention made of a ‘cloud, 
and a thick cloud; no clouds are fo thick but God 
can blot them out, and there are no fins fo great 
but he ¢an forgive them clouds, and thick clouds 
are blotted out, leffer and greater fins are forgiven 


by him. Some read the words thus, I have blotted 
out, wiped or wafhed away, as with @ thick cloud 
thy tranfereffions, and as with @ cloud thy fins", and 


give the fenfe thus, as’clouds pouring down with 
rain wath the ftreets from the filth of them, fo 
the Lord as with a'déluge of pardoning grace and 


mercy wafhes away the fins of his people; grace 


fuper-abounds abounding fin, and carries it all be- 
fore it, and removes it clear away ; now this blef- 


fing of grace is mentioned, to attach the peo- 
ple of God to his fervice, as it follows: return 
unto me, for I have redeemed thee, this fuppofes 
them to have back-flidden from the Lord in heart 


or in practice, in life and converfation, or in both, 


and yet the Lord had forgiven them; and which 


was a reafon why they fhould return to him by re- 


pentance; as nothing is a greater motive to it, or 
more ftronely influences it, than a difcovery of 
pardoning grace ; and then the people of God do | 


return to God as their Father, who gracioufly re- 
ceives ‘them, and to Chrift as their ‘hufbahd, to 
whom they are married, tho’ back-flidden, and to 
their duty to both. So the Targum, ‘* return to 
<¢ my worfhip or fervice ;” the reafon or argument 
enforcing it is very ftrong, for I have redeemed thee, 
from fin, and all its fad effects ; from the law, and 
the curfes of it; and from death and hell, and 


wrath to come; and therefore need not fear any of 


thefe things, or fear coming to the Lord on ac- 
count of them. Such, who are redeemed, need 
not doubt but they fhall be kindly received, tho’ 
they have back-flidden, and that no good thing 
will be withheld’ from them ; for if God has given 
his Son to redeem them, he will give all things 
freely with him; befides, being redeemed, they are 
the Lord’s, and therefore ought to return to him, 
and glorify him with their bodies and fpirits, which 
are his; and as they are redeemed from a vain con- 
verfation, they fhould return from it, and not in- 
dulge one, or otherwife the end of redemption is 
not anfwered: and this being joined with the for- 
givenefs of fin in the preceding claufe, fhews that 
that proceeds upon the foot of redemption, or upon 
the foot of fatisfaétion made by Chrift; and both 
ee out arguments engaging to the fervice of 
sod. 


¥. 23. Sing, Oye heavens, for the Lord hath done 


it, &c.] Done what he promifed, the forgivenefs 
of the fins of his people, and the redemption of 
them. So the Targum, ‘* becaufe the Lord hath 
** wrought redemption for his people.” The Vul- 
gate Latin verfion adds, mercy® ; and fo the Septua- 
gint verfion, becaufe God hath bad mercy on Ifrael”; 
and therefore the heavens are called upon to fing 
on this occafion, as the angels of heaven did when 
the Redeemer was born, and who rejoice at the 
falvation of God’s elect, Luke.ii. 13, 14. and xv. 


® So fome in Gataker. 


m, thro’ the blood of Chrift, 


* Quia fecit mifericordiam, V. L.. 
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to: fhout, ye lower parts of the earth’; the earth, 
which is low in comparifon of Stan 8 q 
habitants of it, efpecially the Gentiles, whith’ dy 

in the lower parts of the world, in“comparifon 6f 
¥adea, which lay high’: break forth into finging ye 
mountains ; kings and great men of ‘the éarth, like 
the ftrong and lofty mountains :' O foreft, and 
tree therein; the multitude of the common’ p 
fee ch. x. 18, £92 thef ate called upon, to 

their Jey for ef following reafon:: for ‘the Lord 
bath redeemed Facob, ana glorified bim/elf in I, 
which is to be underftood ‘not merely of t - 
demption from the Babylonifh captivity,’ but’ of 
redemption by Chrift, which the former was! a type 
of, and in which’ all God’s people in all nations are 
concerned, ‘and therefore have teafon to tejoice’; 
and in which all the ‘divine ‘perfeétions” are glori- 
fied, not ‘only the wifdom, power, goodnefs; grace, 
and mercy of God; but his holinefs and® ‘ieee 
and faints not only have reafon to’ rejoice,“ becaufe 
they are redeemed from fin and fatan, and the law, 
and ‘déath and hell; and’ all fpiritwal enemies, ‘Buc 
becaufé the glory of God is great in’ their fallva- ‘ 
HON: a vith eganobenehaedath 
y¥. 24; Thus faith the Lord, thy’ Redeemer, bce} 
Thefe aré the words of the Son of God, ‘of 'Chrift 
the Redeemer of his people ; and’'the followin 
fhew him to be the mighty God, ‘and"fo able"to 
redeem them, and‘thetefore was appointed ‘to ‘this 
work, and undertook it: and he that formed thee 
from the womb, that formed thee in it;'and’brougl 
thee out of it, feparated thee from ‘it} and “Called 
thee by his grace: “I am the Lord that maketb all 
things; ‘that made all things out Of nothing at 
firft; for without Chrift was not any ‘thing made 
that was made; all ‘things in heaven, and éarth, 
and fea, were made by him; and he continues all 
creatures in their being, and provides for them, 
and governs all by his power ; he works hitherto, 
and continues working with his ‘divine Father, 
Fobn i. 1,2, 3, and v. 17: that ftretcheth forth the 
heavens alone, that preadeth abroad the earth by my- 
felf; not to the exclufion of the Father and “th 
Holy Spirit, but of all creatures, angels and men} 
of himfelf, and by his own ‘ftrength and power, 
and without 'the help of thefe, he ftretched out the 
vatt fpace of the heavens as a curtain, and fpread 
out the earth in its lenoth and breadth, andthe 
large furface of it, to that great circumference 
which it has; a full proof of his proper’ deity? 
A man cannot ftretch out a curtain, or piece of 
tapeftry of any bignefs, without the help of an- 
other ; and much lefS can a creature ftretch out 
the heavens and the earth. ' F 


¥. 25. That fruftrateth the tokens of the ens 
S, 


&c.] Struck dumb the oracles of the heathens, 
difappointed their lying priefts, and made void 
the figns and tokens they gave thé people 
fuch and fuch things would ‘come to ae? wi 
did not, and which proved them to be liars: am 
maketh diviners mad; foothfayers, altrologers, anc 
fuch fort of perfons, who pretended to foretell fu= 
ture events ; but thefe not ie 9 ; 
dictions, they became mad, becaufe their 
ruined, and they loft their reward: that tit 
wife men backward, and maketh their k 
ifonefs ; the wife philofophers among the Ge 
and their fchemes of philology lich wi 
confounded and deftroyed, and proved — 
thro’ the miniftration of the gofpel, 1 Cor. 
20, 27. and iiizag. | net rc. 
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)¥. 26. Lhat confirmeth the word of bis servant, 
and performeth the counfel of:bis meffengersy Sc, ] 
. Who, ashe: confirmed the werd of Jaieb, and 
other prophets, and) fulfilled their predictions ;con- 
cerning the captivity of the) Fets, and their, deli- 
verance from it; fo he has confirmed.and eftablifhed 
the word preached by his férvants, the gofpel, which 
is the counfel,of God, delivered out by his, mefien- 
gers, the apoitles, and firft preachers of its it be- 
ing attended with the demonftration of the. Spirit, 
and of :power, ‘to the converfion of finners, and to 
the deftruction of idolatry andspagan worfhip.. By 
the Lord’s fervant, fomeunderitand Mo/es, as Far- 
chi.;. others J/aiah, as. Kimchi and moft_ interpre- 
ters; and why not Paul, as Cocceius ? tho’ the fin- 
gular feems rather to be put for,the plural, as the 
next claufe explains. it; and fo the Arabi¢ verfion 
rendersit, his fervants; to which the Targum agrees, 
paraphrafing it, ‘‘ confirming the words of his fer- 
*¢ vants the righteous: that. faith to Ferufalem, 
thou foalt be inhabited, and to the cities of Fudeb, ye 
forall be built, and I will raife up. the decayed places 
thereof , all which fuppofe that Jerufalem, which, 
in the prophet’s time, was full of .inhabitants, 
fhould be emptied of them, by the fword, famine, 
pettilence, and. captivity ; yet, neverthelefs, there 
fhould be a return of the ews from .captivity, 
and this city fhould be peopled and inhabited: again ; 
and alfo, that the cities of Fudab, which were now 
in good circumftances, fhould be laid wafte, and 
all the adjacent country be in a ruinous condition, 
all which thould be rebuilt and reftored to a flou- 
rifhing ftate-again. The Lord had faid it, and it 
fhould be done; as accordingly it was. This may 
be undetftood in a fpiritual fenfe, of the building 
up of the church of God,,and the fetting up and 
eftablifhing the intereft of Chrift, by the preaching 
of the gofpel. 
y¥..27. That faith to the deep, be dry, 8cc.} The 
Targum is, ** that faith to Babylon, be defolate ;” 
and mott interpreters, Fewi/h and chriftian, under- 
ftand:it of Babylon, which was’ fituated in a watry 
place, by rivers of water, particularly the river 
Euphrates, and in alow valley: and I will dry up 
thy rivers; fome think the allufion is to the ftra- 
tagem of Cyrus, made ufe of, under a divine di- 
rection, to drain the river Euphrates, and make it 
paffable for his army; by which means he fur- 
prized the city of Badylon, and took it: tho’ others 
think it refers to the drying up of the Red-/ea 
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Jand the 4iver Jordan, which, are proofs of what 
God can do, and a periphrafis of his power. 
¥. 28, That faith of Cyrus, be is my. foepherd, 
&c.] Or Coreh, as his name in the Hebrew lan- 
guage is ;,and in the Perfien tongue fignifies the 
Jun , trom, whence he had his. name, as Ciefas 
and, Plutarch fay’ ; to,which the Hebrew word 
Cheress which, fignifies the fun, has fome affinity ; 
tho’, Fo/2ph, Scaliger * would have the name of Cyrus 
to fignify food in the Perfian language, and which 
anfwers, to, his character.as a fhepherd... The fa- 
ther of this illuftrious perfon was Camby/es king of 
Perfia ; his mother’s name was Mandane,, daughter 
of Ajiyages king of Media‘, . This prophecy, \con-- 
cerning him, was near two, hundred. years, before 
he was born. | Fo/ephus fays *, that Cyrus read this 
prophecy himfelf, which J/aah had. delivered out 
two hundredand ten years before ; and which is 
a proof both of God’s prefcience of future con- 
tingencies, and of the truth of divine revelation. 
The Lord honours him with the title and. charac- 
ter of his /bepherd, who was to lead his flock, the 
people of J/rael, out of the Babylonia captivity, 
and guide them into their own land. It.is very 
ufual, both in facred and. prophane writings, for 
kings to be called thepherds ; and if Qyras figni- 
fies food, as before obferved, his name and office 
agree. . fuflin” fays, he had this name given him, 
whilft he was among the fhepherds, by whom he 
was brought up, having been expofed in his in- 
fancy... Cyrus himfelf compares a king to a fhep- 
herd, and obferves.a likenefs between them* : and 
joall perform all my pleafure concerning the deli- 
verance of the ews from Babylon, and the encou- 
ragement of them to go. up to their own Jand, and 
rebuild, their city and temple ; and many other 
things which he. did, agreeable to the fecret will 
of God, tho’ he knew it not ;,and what he did, 
he did not do in obedience to his will, . but as 
over-ruled by the power and providence of God»; 
even faying to Ferufalem, thou jhalt be built ; thefe 
are not the words of the Lord, as before, but of 
Cyrus, giving orders that Feru/alem fhould be built: 
and to the temple, thy foundation fhall be laid, with 
great propriety this is faid, fince only the founda- 
tion. was laid in his time; the Yews being difcou- 
raged and hindered by their enemies from going 
on with the building in his reign, until the times 
of Darius king of Perfia. See Ezra ivt, 2, 3. and 
ili, 10. and iv. I—5. 
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ap HIS chapter contains prophecies concerning 
Cyrus, the deliverer of the Hews from capti- 
vity ; and concerning the grace, righteoufnefs, and 
falvation of Chrift; and the converfion of the Gen- 
tiles. An account is given of Cyrus, and of the 
great things God would do for him, and by him, 
y. 1, 2, 3. and the ends for which he would do 
thefe things, for the fake of his people J/rae/, and 
that he might be known to be the only true God, 
who is the maker of all things, y¥. 4, 5, 6, 7. an 
intimation is given of the Meffiah, as the author 
of righteoufnels and falvation ; and of the conten- 
tion-and murmuring of the Fews about him, ¥. 
8, 9, 19. encouragement is given to pray for, and 
a 
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t In vita Artaxerxis. 


expect good things by him for the. children of 
God, in confideration of the greatnefs. of God as 
the Creator, who would raife him up in righte- 
oufnefs, the the antitype of Cyrus, ¥..11, 12, 13. 
the converfion of the Gentiles, the confufion of 
idolaters, and the falvation of the J/racl of God, 
are prophefied of, ¥. 14, 15, 16, 17., which are 
confirmed by his works and his word,, what he had 
done and faid, ¥. 18, 19. the vanity of idols is 
expofed, and Chrift the only Saviour. afferted, to 
whom perfons in all nations are directed to-look 
for falvation, ¥. 20, 21, 22. when it is affirmed. 
with an oath, that all fhall be fubje& to him; that 
his people fhall come to him for righteoufnefs and 
firength ; 
* Emendat. Temp. 1. 6.. 
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ftrength ; that his enemies fhall be afhamed, and 
he fpiritual Jae! of God fhall be juftified, and 
glory in him, y¥. 23, 24, 25. 


yu 1. Thus faith the Lord to bis anointed, to Cyrus, 
&c.] Cyrus is called the Lord’s anointed, not be- 
caufe he was anointed with material oil, as the 
kings of J/rael and fudah were , but becaufe he 
was appointed by the Lord to be a king, and was 
qualified by him for that office; and was raifed up 
by him to be an inftrument of doing great things 
in the world, and particularly of delivering the 
Fews from their captivity, and reftoring them to 
their own land: whofe right-hand I have holden, 
whom he raifed up, fupported, ftrengthened, guid- 
ed, and direéted to do what he did: ¢o fubdue na- 
tions before him, which was accordingly done. Xe- 
nophon ¥ relates, that he fubdued the Syrians, Affy- 
rians, Arabians, Cappadocians, both the countries 
of Phrygia, the Lydians, Carians, Phenicians and 
Babylonians ; alfo the Baétrians, Indians, Cilicians, 
the Sace, Paphlagonians, and Megadinians , likewife 
the Greeks that inhabit Afa, Cyprians and Egyp- 
tians. Herodotus * fays, that he ruled over all 4fa : 
all which the Lord tubdued under him; for it was 
he that did it rather than Cyrus , it was he that 
clothed him with ftrength and courage, gave him 
{kill in military affairs, and fuccefs and victory : 
I will lcofe the loins of kings, as Crefus king of 
Lydia, and Belfhazzar king of Babylon, by divetting 
them of their dignity, power, and government; and 
particularly this was true of the latter, when by 
the hand-writing on the wall, he was thrown into 
a pannic; and the joints of his loins were loofed, 
Dan. v. 6: to open before him the two leaved gates, 
and the gates fhall not be fout, the gates of cities 
and palaces wherever he came, which were opened 
to receive him as their conqueror and fovereign , 
this was very remarkably true of the gates of the 
palace of the king of Badylon, when the army of 
Cyrus by a ftratagem had got into the city, and 
were come up to the king’s palace, they found the 
gates fhut ; but a clamour and noife being made, 
the king ordered to fee what was the matter; the 
gates being opened for that purpofe, the foldiers 
of Cyrus rufhed in to the king, and flew him:; but 
what is more remarkable, the gates of brafs, which 
fhut up the defcents from the keys to the river, 
were left open that night Babylon was taken, whilft 
the inhabitants were feafting and revelling ;. which, 
had they been fhut, would have defeated the en- 
terprife of Cyrus; but God in his providence or- 
dered it to be fo. 
¥. 2. Iwill go before thee, and make the crooked 
places firait, 8cc.]_ Or, level the billy places“ ; as 
pioneers do. The fenfe is, that he would remove 
all impediments and obftructions out of his way, 
and caufe him to furmount all difficulties: J wi// 
break in pieces the gates of brafs, and cut in funder 
the bars of iron; with which the brazen gates were 
-barred : in the wall that furrounded Badylon there 
were an hundred gates, all made of {folid brafs, 
twenty-five on each fide of the fquare ; which, no 
doubt, are here referred to; which could not hin- 


Y Cyropedia, lib. 1. p. 2. 
® Herodot. lib. 1. cap. 191. 
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way right, and profpered them in the building of the temple. 


: 4 
2 Clio, five lib. 1. cap. 130, * Cyropeedia, lib 7. cap. 2. 
) © "The Septuagint render the wotd by ozn mountains ; Gufletius by eminences, 
Fey fuch as ftood in the way of pafflage into countries. The Vulgate Latin mterprets it of glorious i$; and— 
Abendana fays it is right to underftand it in this way; and applies it to 
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der the entrance of Cyrus into the city, and the 1 
taking of it; tho’ they were not pg Merantig 
him, but by Darius afterwards *: thefe gates of. 
brafs are mentioned by Abydenus *, as made by Ne- — 
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duchadnezzar, and as continuing till the empire of — 
the Macedonians. hs beep | abit Yee 
¥.3. And I will give thee treafures of darknefs, 
and hidden riches of feeret places, &c.| What had 
been laid up in private places, and had not feen 
the light for many years. The Fewifs : 
fay *, that Nebuchadnezzar having amafied togetl 
all the riches of the world, when he drew near his 
end, confidered with himfelf to whom he fhould 
leave it; and being unwilling to leave it to Evi 
Merodach, he ordered thips of brafs to be built, 
and filled them with it, and dug a place ia Au- 
phrates, and hid them in it, and turned the river 
upon them; and that day that Cyrus ordered the tem- 
ple to be built, the Lord revealed them to him: 
the riches of Cre/us king of Lydia, taken by Qyras, 
are meant ; efpecially what he found in Babylon, which 
abounded in riches, Fer. li. 13. Pliny * days, when 
he conquered Afia, he brought away thirty four, 
thoufand pounds of gold, befices golden vefiels, 
and five hundred thoufand talents of filver, and 
the cup of Semiramis, which weighed fifteen talents. 
Xenophon » makes mention of great riches and trea- 
fures which Cyrus received trom Armenius, Gobryas, 
and Cre/us: that thou mayeft know that f the Lord 
which call thee by thy name am the Ged of hrae ; 
to call him by name two hundred years, or near 
it, before he was born, was a proof that he was 
God omnifcient, and knew things before they were, 
and could call things that were not, as tho’ they 
were; and this Cyrus was made acquainted with ; 
for, as Fofephus* fays, he read this prophecy in 
Jfaiah concerning him; and all this being exaétly 
fulfilled in him, obliged him to acknowledge him 
the Lord, to be the Lord God of heaven, and the 
Lord God of J/rael, Ezra i. 2. 3. 
_ 4. For Facob my fervant’s fake, and Ifrael mi 
eleé?, I have even called thee by thy name, 8cc.| INot 
fo much for the fake of Cyrus, and to do honour 
to him, was it, that he fo long before he was born 
called him by his name; but to afiure the people 
of the ‘Yews, the Lord’s chofen people, and who 
were his fervants, of the certainty of their delive- 
rance, their deliverer being mentioned by name ; 
and it was for their fakes, and not his, that he 
called him, and raifed him up to do fuch great 
things as he did, that he might deliver them from 
their captivity: and it is for the fake of God’s 
elect, whom he has chofen to holinefs and happi- 
nefs, to ferve him, and be with him for ever, 
that he has called Chrift, of whom Cyrus was a 
type, and fent him into the world, to be the Sat 
viour and Redeemer of them: J dave furnamed 
thee; not only called him by his name, Cyrus, but 
furnamed him his /hepherd, and his amorated, ch. 
xliv. 28. and xlv. 1: tho’ thou baft not known me 
as yet not being born; and when hey 
was grown up, he was ignorant of the 1 
and tho’, upon fight of the above proph 
under an immediate influence and imp 


erubbabel, and thofe that went up 
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Jerufalem, with the leave of Cyrus, who were good men, and honourable in their works, whom the Lord Ts capayo. 
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acknowledged the God of J/rael to be the God of 
heaven ; yet it does not appear that he left the 
pagan idolatry ; for Xexophon * relates, that when 
he found his end was near, he took facrifices, and 
offered them to Yupiter, and the fun, and the relt 
of the gods; and gave them thanks for the care 
they had taken of him, and prayed them to 
grant happinefs to his wife, children, friends, and 
country. 
M5. I aim the Lord, and there is none elfe, &c.] 
Whom thou, O Cyrus, for the words are directed 
to him, ought to own, ferve, and worthip: ‘here 
is no God befides me; in heaven or earth, in any of 
the countries conquered by thee, and thou ruleft 
over ; for tho’ there were gods and lords many, fo 
called, thefe were only nominal, fictitious deities ; 
not gods by nature, as he was; of which the fol- 
lowing, as well as what is before faid, is a proof: 
1 girded thee, tho’ thou haft not known me; the Lord 
girded him with a royal girdle, a fymbol of kingly 
power ; he made him king over many nations ; he 
girded him with ftrength, courage, and valour for 
war ; and made him {fo expeditious, fuccefsful, and 
victorious as he was, tho’ an heathen prince, and 
ignorant of him, in order to anf{wer fome valuable 
ends of his own glory, and the good of his people, 
and particularly for what follows, ; 
¥. 6. That they may know from the rifing of the 
fun, and from the weft, &c.) That all the inhabi- 
tants of the world, from eaft to weft, which takes 
in the habitable part of the world, that from north 
to fouth not being entirely fo; that all within this 
compafs, by hearing what great things God did 
by Cyrus, and for his people, might know, own, 
and acknowledge, that there is none befides me: I 
am the Lord, and there is none elfe, or, befides me 
there is nothing *; all creatures are non-entities in 
comparifon of God; and he fills up all places, and 
every thing lives, and moves, and has its being in 
him ; and there is no God, the Lord, the eternal 
Jehovah, but the one true God, Father, Son, and 
Spirit. 
y¥. 7. I form the light, and create darknefs, &c.] 
Natural light, or that light which was produced 
at the firft creation, and of which the fun is the 
fountain and fource ; or day which is light, and 
night which is darknefs, the conftant revolutions 
of which were formed, appointed, and are con- 
tinued by the Lord, Gen. 1. 3, 4, 5. and vill. 22. 
moral light, or the light of nature, the rational 
underftanding in man, fpiritual light, or the light 
of grace, by which things fpiritual and fupernatural 
are known; the light of joy and comfort from 
Chrift, the fun of righteoufnels ; and the light of 
eternal glory and happinefs ; this is all from God, 
of his producing and giving: and fo darknefs is 
his creature; that natural darknefs which was upon 
the face of the earth at the beginning ;° what.arifes 
from the abfence of the, fun, or is occafioned by 
the eclipfes of it, or very black clouds; or any ex- 
traordinary darknefs, fuch as was in Egypt; or de- 
privation of fight, blindnefs in men; and in a fi- 
“gurative fenfe, ignorance and darknels that follow 
‘upon, fin ; judicial blindnefs, God gives.men up, 
and leaves them to; temporal afflictions and di- 
‘ftreffes, and everlafting punifhment, which is black- 
nefs of darknefs: Z make peace, and create evil; 
peace between God and men is made by ,Chrift, 
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comes from God, thro’ Chriit, by tite Spirit § eter 
nal glory and happinels is of God, which faints 
enter into at death ; peace among the faints thenr- 
felves here, and with the men of the world ; peace 
in churches, and in the world, God is the author 
of, even of all profperity of every kind, which 
this word includes ; evil is alfo from him; not the 
evil of fin; this is not to be found among the 
creatures God made; this is of men, tho’ fuifered 
by the Lord, and over-ruled by him for good: 
but the evil of punifhment for fin, God’s fore 
judgments, famine, peftilence, evil beafts, and the 
{word, or war, which latter may more efpcially be 
intended, as it is oppofed to peace; this ufually is 
the effect of fin; may be fometimes lawfully en- 
gaged in, whether on a good or bad foundation is 
permitted by God ; moreover all afflictions, adver- 
fities and calamities, come under this name, and 
are of God; fee Fod ii. 10. Amos iii. 6: I the Lord 
do all thefe things, and therefore mutt be the true 
God, and the one and only one. Kimchi, from 
Saadiab Gaon obferves, that this is faid againft thofe 
that affert two gods, the one good, and the other 
evil ; whereas the Lord is the maker of good and 
evil, and therefore muft be above all; and it is 
worthy of obfervation, that the Perfian Magi be- 
fore Zoroaftres ™, held two firft caufes, the one light, 
or the good god, the author of all good; and the 
other darknefs, or the evil god, the author of all 
evil ; the one they called Oromazes, the other 4vi- 
manius; and, as Dr. Prideaux » obferves, ‘* thefe 
‘* words are directed to Cyrus king of Perfia, and 
‘¢ muft be underftood as fpoken in reference to the 
‘© Perfian fect of the Magians; who then held light 
*¢ and darknefs, or good and evil, to be the fu- 
** preme beings, without acknowledging the great 
** God as fuperior to both;” and which thefe 
words fhew ; tor Zoroaftres, who reformed them in 
this firft principle of their religion, was after J/aiah’s 
time. 

¥.8. Drop down ye heavens from above, and let 
the fries pour down righteoufnefs, 8c.| Or, the 
righteous one, as the Vulgate Latin verfion; the 
Lord our righteoufnefs, Chrift the author of righ- 
teoufnefs, who was to bring in an everlafting one ; 
and whofe coming was to be, and was as the rain, 
as the former and latter rain to the earth, Ho/. vi. 3. 
and who came from heaven to earth to fulfil all 
righteoufnefs; and with him came an abundance of 
bleflings of rich grace, even all fpiritual bleffings, 
peace, pardon, righteoufnefs, falvation, and eter- 
nal life, which were poured down from above upon 
the fons of men; thus the Holy Ghoft, the fpirit 
of prophecy, proceeds at once from Cyrus to Chrift, 
from the type to the antitype, from the temporal 
redemption of the Yews to the fpiritual redemp- 
tion of the Lord’s people; and thefe words are 
to be confidered, not as a petition of the prophet, 
or of the church for the coming of Chrift, and 
falvation by him ; but a promife and prophecy of 
it. Aben Ezra and Kimchi take them to be an ad+ 
drefs to the angels of heaven to affift in the affair 
of the falvation of J/rael; thefe did drop down or 
defcend, even a great multitude of them, at the 
incarnation of Chrift, and publifhed the good ti- 
dings of good things that came by him: et the 
earth open, and let them bring forth falvation; or 
the Saviour, as the Vulgate Latin verfion ; Chrift 
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the falvation or Saviour of his people, who came 
to effect it, and has obtained it, heaven and earth 
were both concerned in bringing forth this fruit of 
righteoufnefs and falvation, as the word © rendered 
bring forth fignifies; fee I/. iv. 2. Chrift was the 
‘Lord from heaven, and yet made of a woman in 
the loweft parts of the earth : Chrift, who is the 
truth, {prung out of the earth ; and he, who is the 
author of righteoufne/s, looked down from heaven, 
Pf Ixxxy. 11. and it follows : let righteoufne/s [pring 
up together , or bud forth P as a: branch , one of the 
names of the Mefliah, frequent in prophecy: J 
the Lord have created it; or that, both righteouf- 
nefs and falvation ; or Chrift as man, the author 
of both, whom God appointed, and raifed up, and 
fent to be the Redeemer and Saviour of his people. 
The Targum interprets this of the refurrection of 
the dead, paraphrafing the whole thus ; “ let the 
“© heavens from above minifter, and the clouds 
‘© flow with good; let the earth open, and the dead 
« revive; and let righteoufnefs be revealed toge- 
‘¢ ther; I the Lord have created them.” 
¥.9. Wo unto bim that ftriveth with his maker, 
&c.] That contends with him, enters into a con- 
troverfy, and difputes with him, or litigates a point 
with him ; quarrels with his purpofes and decrees , 
murmurs and repines at his providences, and finds 
fault with his difpenfations : this feems to have re- 
fpect to the murmurs, quarrels, and contefts of the 
ews about Chrift, the author of righteoufnefs and 
falvation, when he-flould appear: let the potfbeard 
ftrive with the potfoeards. of the earth, let men 
* {trive with men, who are as earthen vefféls made of 
“the fame mafs and lump, and fo are upon an equal 
foot, and a match for each other; but let them 
not have the infolence and vanity to ftrive with 
their maker, who, as he has made them, can dafh 
them in pieces as a potter’s veflel : /hall the clay fay 
to him that fafbioneth it, what makeft thou? yet this 
might be faid with as much propriety and juttice, 
as that the ¥ews fhould quarrel with God, for not 
fending the Meffiah as a temporal prince to refcue 
them from the Reman yoke ; but in a mean and 
humble manner, in the form of a fervant, as a 
man of forrows, and acquainted with griefs ; 
and, at laft,. became obedient to the death of 
the crofs, the way in which he was to be the Sa- 
viour of men: or thy work, be hath no hands ? 
or thus, or thy work fay. unto thee, be, the pot- 
ter, bath uo hands; no power nor {kill to make 
me; I can make myfelf: as weakly, as wickedly, 
and -as foolifhly did the Yews, feeing no -need of 
the Saviour fent them, nor of his righteoufhefs and 
falvation, argue for juftification by their own works, 
and in favour of their felf-{ufficiency to work out 
their own falvation. The Yargum takes the words 
to be fpoken to idolaters, and paraphrafes the for- 
mer part thus; ‘* wo to him who thinks to con- 
** tend in judgment againft the words of his crea- 
tor, and trufts that earthen images fhall’ profit 
him, which are madevout of the duft of the 
earth,” &c, and there are many interpreters who 
think they are fpoken againft the idolatrous Baby- 
donians, particularly againtt Belhazzar, as Kimchi ; 
and others, againit Afyages, a king of Perfia, who 
was angry with the father and mother of Cyrus, and | 
fought to-haye flain him as foon as bern 9. 
¥.10. Wo unto him that faith unto his father, 
what begetioft thou? 8c.) That quarrels with him, 
and complains of him, becaufe he was not of the 
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other fex, or not fo wife, or fo rich, or fo 
fome, as others; or to the woman, difdaining to 
call her mother: what haft thou brought forth 2 
equally as abfurd and impious it was in the Jews 
to quarrel with Chrift for his converfation with 
finners, and the reception of them ; or far the re- 
generation of fuch perfons; or to find fault with 
God for the converfion of the Gentiles, and refent 
it, and be angry at it, as they were; fee Rom. x. 
19, 20, 1 Theff. ii, 16. at 
¥. 11. Thus faith the Lord, the holy one of Ifrael, 


= 


and bis maker, &c.| He whofe name alone is™ 


Febovab, who is glorious in holinefs, the fanétifier 
of his people, and the maker of them, both as 
creatures, and new creatures: afk me of things to 
come, concerning my fons, and concerning the work 
of my hands, command ye me; thefe words are not 
fpoken to idolaters, or the idolatrous Fews, or thofe 
of them that were inclined to idolatry ; directing 
them to afk of the Lord, and not of their idols, 
things to come, which they were not able to fhew, 
and to feek to him for, and infift upon, the per- 
formance of his promifes to them, his children, and 
creatures ; but to the fpiritual [rael of God, as 
the preface fhews, directing them to enquire after 
things future, concerning his children and people, 
efpecially among the Gentiles, whom the carnal 
Jews defpifed ; and.to expect, and believe, and 
even as it were demand the performance of them, 
being promifed and prophefied of: there are fome 
who are the fous of God, not by creation only, 
or by natural birth, or by defert, or merely by 
profeffion, but by adopting grace ; which is a very 
great and excellent privilege, preferable to civil, 
or national adoption, or to the higheft rank of 
fonfhip among men; a blefling which continues 
for ever, and entitles to eternal life: and thefe 
become the work of the-Lord’s bands in regenera- 
tion; they are made new creatures; they are his 
workmanfhip, created in Chrift Jefus; whatever is 
wrought in them, is of his operation, faith, hope, 
love, and eyery other grace, which make up that 
good work which fhall be performed until the day 
of Chrift: firft, men are the fons of God by adop- 
tion, and then they are his workmanfhip in rege- 
neration; and the latter becaufe of che ilah aed 
of which the latter is an evidence : ‘now there were, « 
and are things to come, concerning thefe perfons ; 
there were fome things to come, and which were 
to come to pafs, and did, in the firft times of the 
gofpel, as the incarnation of Chrift, and redemp- 
tion by him; his fufferings and death, and the 
glory that fhould follow; the effufion of the Spirit, 
and the converfion of the Gentiles; all which were 
for the fake of thefe fons of God, and refpected 
them: and there are other things yet to come 
concerning them, and will be accomplifhed in the é 
latter day ; fome things fad and forrowful, as the 
giving the outward court to the Gentiles, the 2 
feftant churches to the Papifts, and the flaying 
the witneffes ; and others’ defirable and joyful 
the numerous converfions of the Yews and Gen- . 
tiles, their extenfive knowledge of fpiritual things, 
and their abundant peace and profp ity 5 
ereafe of brotherly loye, their purity, {pirit 
holinefs and righteoufnefs ; their power, ‘a 
and dominion, both in the fpiritual and 
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“by prayer, and by fearching the fcriptures, what 
~‘thefe things are, that are to come; what of them 
_ have been accomplifhed, and what of them remain 
to be accomplithed, and bow long it will be to the 
end of thefe wouders, Dan, xii. 6. and fo Farchi in- 
terprets the word, rendered, things to come, in the 
“text, figns and wonders: and they may and fhould 
“pray for the accomplifhment of them; yea, infift 
upon and demand them. 
lows his people to. put him in remembrance of his 
promifes and prophecies, but to plead for, and as 
it were require the performance of them; and fo 
the words are an encouragement to the importu- 
nate prayer of faith. Faith in prayer has great 
power with God, a kind of command over him ; 
it holds him to his word; it will not let him go 
- without the bleffing ; nor let him alone till he has 
made good his promife; nor give him any reft 
day nor night, till he has fulfilled the things 
to come concerning his fons. Some ' read the 
words by way of interrogation, do ye afk or queftion 
me concerning things to come? what I intend to do 
hereafter ? am I obliged to give you an account 
of my fecret purpofes and defigns ? or make you 
acquainted with future events? do ye, or fhould ye, 
command me concerning my fons, and the works of my 
hands ? will you prefcribe to me what I fhall do in 
my family? am ] a father, and muft I be directed 
what to do with my fons? am JI the maker of all 
men, and muft I be told what to do with the work 
of my hands? what arrogance and infolence is 
this ? but the former reading and fenfe are beft. 
y. 12. I have made the earth, &c.| ‘The Tar- 
gum adds, by my word; the effential word, the Lord 
‘Jefus Chrift; fee Hed. x1. 3. this, with what follows, 
is faid to fhew, that the Lord was able to bring to 
pafs things to come, concerning his children, and 
the works of his hands, which he allowed his peo- 
ple to enquire of him concerning, and to infift 
upon the performance of them ; fince he was the 
creator of all things, and had made the earth out 
of nothing, in the beginning of time, by the word 
of his power: and created. man upon it, the laft 
and chief of the creation, for the fake of whom 
the earth was made ; and man was made to dwell 
upon it, manure, and cultivate it: J, even my 
hands have firetched out the heavens; as a canopy 
over the earth, as a curtain and tent to dwell in; 
a phrafe often ufed to exprefs the greatnefs and 
majefty of God; fee ch. xl. 22. and xlii. 6: 


to perform their offices regularly and conftantly, 
the fim, moon, and ftars, as well as the heavenly 
hoft of angels ; fee Pf. xxxili. 9. and‘cxlviii. 5. 
what is it that fuch a God cannot do? he is able 
to do more than his. people can afk of him, or 
think to receive from him,’ Epbd. iii. 20. 

¥. 13. Ihave raifed him up in righteoufue/s, 8c.] 
Tho’ this may be faid with fome refpect to Gyrus, 
yet es Bi Chrift, of whom Cyrus was a type ; 
him the Lord appointed and’ determined to be the 
Saviour and Redeemer of his people’, ‘him he fent 
forth in time for that purpofe, in righteoufnefs or 
faithfulnef$, to his promifes concerning -him';’ or, 
unto righteoufnefs*, as the Vulgate Latin verfion , 
to bring in an everlafting righteoufnefs for the ju- 
ftification of his people : or, with righteoufnefs, as 
the Septuagint verfion ist: Ibave raifed bim up a 


* So Gataker, and fome in the Dutch annotations, and Vitringa. 


® az Dxasoovrns, Sept. cum juftitia, Forerius. 


reGtificabo, Vatablus ; rectificibam, Cocceius; aquas faciam, Vitringa, 
* Cocceitis, Pagninus, Montanus; i. ¢. of a large meafure, as Ben Melech interprets 


9 $w3N viri menfurez, Whablus, 


‘ 
it 5 ards wprda, Sept. viri fublimes, Vulg. Lat. 
4 


T XS 7 224, Ly, 


The Lord not only al- | 


and 
all their hoft have I commanded ; into ag and | 


247 

king with righteoufnefs; 4 righteous king, 4 king 
that reigns in righteoufnefs, as Chrift does, and 
better agrees with him than Cyrus; fee Fer. xxiii, 
8,6: and I will diref all his ways or make them 
plain* ; remove all difficulties and obftructions out 
of his way ; he fhall fucceed and profper, as the 
pleafure of the Lord did profper in the hands of 
Chrift ; God being at his right hand as man and 
Mediator, to direct, counfel, and affift him, and 
to make him fuccefsful: be fhall build my city; 
not Cyrus, for he did not build the city of Ferufa- 
lem, whatever orders he might give for it, ch. 
xliv. 28. tho’ his proclamation only mentions the 
temple, Ezra i. 2—5,. but Chrift, the builder of 
the church, often compared to a city, and called 
the city of God, of which the faints are fellow- 
citizens ; and which is built by Chrift, upon him- 
felf the rock, againft which the gates of hell can- 
not prevail, Matt. xvi. 18 : and he fhall let go my 
captives, not for price, nor reward, faith the Lord 
of hofts; the Lord’s people are captives to fin, 
fatan, and the law; Chrift has not only redeemed 
thefe captives, but has proclaimed liberty to them, 
and delivered them from their bondage by his 
Spirit and grace; and all this freely, not thro’ 
any merits of theirs, but of his own rich grace 
and mercy; and tho’ they are redeemed with a 
price, yet not with corruptible things, as filver 
and gold, but with the precious blood of Chrift ; 
and whatever their redemption and freedom coft 
him, it cofts them nothing, it is to them without 
money and without price, Jf lii. 3. 

y. 14. Thus faith the Lord, &c.] The following 
words are faid not to Cyrus, nor to Chrift, but 
to the church, as the feminine pronouns. fhew ; 
and Kimchi obferves, they are directed to Feru/a- 
lem: the labour of Egypt, and merchandife of Ethio- 
pia, and of the Sabeans, men of fiature, foall come 
over unto thee; a prophecy of the converfion of 
many in thefe nations, who fhould join themfelves | 
to the churches of Chrift, formed among them, 
and make ufe of their riches, got by merchandifeg 
labour, and induftry, for the fupport of the in- 
tereft of religion ; and had its- accomplifhment in 
part, in the firft times of the gofpel, which was 
brought into Egypt, as it is faid, by the evange- 
lift Mark ; and by which, no’ doubt, many were 
converted and formed into a church-ftate, and 
others joined them. The Ethiopian eunuch, bap- 
tized by Philip, carried it into his country, where 
it alfo met with fuccefs, was embraced. and pro- 
feffed ; as it will be more fo in the latter day, when 
the kings of Seba. and Sheba thall offer gifts to 
Chrift, and bring their riches into the church, the 
fame with the Sadeans here ; fee Pf. Ixxii. 10, 15, 
who are faid to be men of flature;, that is, of a 
large and tall ftature, as the men of Seba are faid 
to be by other * authors ; or, men of meafure *. 
The Targum renders it, men of merchandife; who 
ufed meafures in trade and bufinefs : aud they fhall 
be thine, give up themfelves to the church, be- 
come members of it, and fubmit to its rule and 
difcipline: they jhall come after thee, follow the 
church and its paftors, as they have them, for ex- 
amples. The Targum is, ‘‘ they fhall walk after thy 
*< word ;” be directed, guided, and governed by 
the church: i chains they fhail come over ; being 
fubdued and conquered by the grace of God, hall 
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come in the chains of efficacious grace, drawn with 
the cords of love, and bands of a man, and yet 
fhall come willingly, being made willing in the day 
of the power of divine grace upon their fouls : aad 
they foall fall down unto thee, they foall make fuppli- 
cation unto thee; this is not to be underftood of 
religious worfhip and invocation, fuch as is made 
to God, who only is the object of adoration and 
prayer in that fenfe ; but is only expreffive of their 
profound veneration and refpect for the church of 
God, befeeching that it would receive them into, 
tho’ unworthy of, its communion; fee J/- xlix. 23. 
Rev. iii. 9: faying, furely God is in thee, and there 
is none elfe, there is no God ; induced thus to come 
to the church, and fhew all this refpeét unto her, 
from this confideration, that God is in the midtt 
of her, of a truth, her name being Fehovah Sham- 
mab, the Lord is there; here he grants his pre- 
fence, here his word is preached, and ordinances 
adminiftred ;. and hither converts flock, in hope 
of enjoying the fame bleffing alfo, being fully fa- 
tisfied there is no other God but in Zion, Zech. 
viii. 23. Ezek. xlviii. 35. This pafflage of fcrip- 
ture is, thus explained in the Fewi/h Chronicles ” : 
the labour of Egypt, that is, Pharaoh king of Egypt: 
and the merchandife of Ethiopia, that is, Tirhekah 
king of Ethiopia: and the Sabeans, men of ftature, 
thefe are their armies: they hall come over to thee, 
this is Ferufalem: they foall be thine, peace being 
now made with thee: <¢hey /hall come after thee, 
“that is, Hezekiah: in chains they fhall come over, 
in chains and bracelets : they hall bow down to thee, 
and make fupplication to thee, they fhall give praife 
‘to God in the midit of thee, and fay, /urely God 
is in thee. 

¥. 15. Verily thou art a God that bideth thyfelf, 
&c.] Who hid himfelf from the Gentile world for 
fome hundreds of years, who had no knowledge 
of the true God, lived without him in the world, 
and whofe times of ignorance God overlooked, and 
fuffered them to walk in their own ways; tho’ now 
he would make himfelf known by his gofpel fent 
‘among them, and bleffed for the converfion of 
them. He is alfo a God that hides himfelf from 
his own people at times, withdraws his’ gracious 
prefence, and withholds the communication of his 
love and grace. Thefe feem to be the words of 
the prophet, {peaking his own experience, and that 
of other faints: or rather of the church, upon 
the accefs of the Gentiles to her, declaring what 
the Lord had been to them in former times, but 
now had fhewed himfelf to them in a way of grace 
and mercy. Some render it, thou art the hidden 
God*; invifible in his nature; incomprehenfible in 
his effence ; not to be found out to perfection, nor 
to'be traced in-his providential difpenfations ; his 
judgments are unfearchable, and his ways paft 
finding out. It may be applied to Chrift, in his 
{tate of humiliation; for tho” he was God manifeft 
in the flefh, yet the glory of his deity was feen but 
by a few, being hid in the coarfe veil of huma- 
nity; he appearing in the form of a feryant, who 
was in the form of God, and equal to him; and 
to him the following words agree: O God of I/- 
rael, the Saviour ; for he is God over all, and the 
God of his fpiritual Yael in an efpecial manner ; 
and the Saviour of them from fin, wrath, con- 
denination, ‘and death, by his obedience, fuffer- 
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ings, and death ; or if it is to be underftood of 
God the Father, who is the God of J/rael, he 4% 
the Saviour of them by his Son. 

y. 16. They fhall be afoamed, and alfo confounded, 
all of them, &c.] ‘This refers not to any perfons 
fpoken of before; not to J/rael or the church, or 
converts among the Gentiles that came to her; bur 
to thofe that follow, of whom the fame is faid in 
other words : they hall go to confufion together, that 
are makers of idols; the Targum is, ** worthi 
‘< of images ;” both may be defigned : this refers 
to the firft times of the gofpel, and its coming into 
the Gentile world, and its fuccefs there; when the 
oracles of the heathens were ftruck dumb ; idols, 
and idol-temples were forfaken ; and paganifm 
was abolifhed in the Roman empire ; and when the 
gods they ferved could not help them, but they 
fled to the rocks to hide them from the wrath of 
God and the Lamb, Rev, vi. 15, 16, 17. 

y¥.17. But [/rael fhall be faved in the Lord, 8.4 
Not the carnal feed of J/rael, or the natural po- 
fterity of Facob, for only a remnant of them were 
faved ; indeed, in the latter day, when there will 


-be a general converfion of them, there will be a 


general falvation of them, ail I/rael fhall be faved , 
but here the fpiritual //rael of God are meant, fuch 
as God has appointed unto falvation; who are 
taken into the covenant of his grace, in which 
their falvation is fecured; who are his fpiritual 
people, whom Chrift faves from their fins; who 
are redeemed by the blood of Chrift, and are called 
by his grace ; who believe in him, and hope in the 
Lord : thefe /hall be faved , there is a certainty of 
their falvation, and not a mere probability and pof- 
fibility of it only. It is not they may de, but 
they /hall be faved , it is the will of God they 
fhould, whofe will cannot be refifted; they are the 
purchafe of Chrift, which he will never lofe, and 
the Spirit is the earneft and pledge of falvation to 
them : and it is 77 and by the Lord they are faved, 
not in and of themfelves ; their deftruétion is of 
themfelves, but their falvation is of the Lord; and 
they are faved as they are iv him, and owing to 
their being in him ; they are chofen in him, and 
hence fpring all the bleffings of grace and falva- 
tion to them ; they are reprefentatively in him, as 
their federal head; they are openly in him, in ef- 
fectual vocation; and, they are juftified in him, 
and by his righteoufnefs, and fo faved; and be- 
ing in him, there is no condemnation to them, nor 
can they ever come into it. They are faved dy 
the Lord; by the word of the Lord, ‘as the Tar- 
gum ; by Jefus Chrift, the incarnate word ; by his 
obedience, fufferings, and death; by his blood, 
righteoufnefs, and facrifice ; and by his interceding 
lite, and that with an everlafting falvation ; which 
is diftinguifhed by this epithet, from a temporal 
one, and is oppofed to eternal damnation, the de- 
fert of fin; it is the falvation of the immortal 
foul, and includes in it grace and glory, which 
are perpetual and everlafting ; and the duratior 
it is owing to the perpetuity of Chrift’s perfec 
office, and grace: or, with a falvation of ag 
worlds +: ye foall not be afbamed, nor confi 
world without end, or, unto the ages of eter 
that is, fuch who believe in Chrift, and are 
by him, they fhall not be afhamed, tho’ the 

kers and worfhippers of idols will; they fhall 
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be confounded, neither in this world, nor in the 
other ; they fhall not be afhamed of Chrift, his 
word, and ordinances, nor of their faith and hope 
in him, or of their fufferings for him; they fhall 
not be afhamed in the refurrection-morn, their vile 
bodies being fafhioned like to the glorious body of 
Chrift, when others fhall rife to fhame and ever- 
Jafting contempt; nor fhall they be afhamed at 
the coming of Chrift, and when they ftand before 
him, being clothed with white robes, and having 
on the wedding garment; when they fhall be. in- 
troduced. into his own and his Father’s kingdom 
and glory, into the world of happinefs, hick will 
know no end. e 
¥. 18. For thus faith the Lord, that created the 
heavens, &c.} Thefe words, and what follow, are 
the words of the Son of God, of the Lord the Sa- 
viour, in whom J/rae/ is faved with an everlafting 
falvation ; and this is faid to affure them of it, as 
well as to diftinguifh himfelf from the gods of the 
Géntiles, who made not the heayens and the earth, 
as he had done; for by the word of the Lord, 
the eflential word of God, were the heavens made 
in the beginning; fee Pf xxxiii. 6. Heb. i. 10: 
God himfelf, that formed the earth, and made it, be 
hath eftablifoed it, the Saviour is God himéfelf, truly 
and properly God, who has all the perfections of 
deity in him; and this appears as from his creation 
of the heavens, fo from his forming, making, and 
eftablithing the earth; he made the chaos of the 
earth out of nothing; he formed that chaos he 
made into a beautiful order, and prepared, as the 
laft word ‘ fignifies, fitted, and furnifhed it with 
every thing convenient for man and beaft: he 
ereated it not in vain, he formed it to be inhabited ; 
the earth indeed was Zobu, when it was firft erea- 
ted, Gen. i. 2. which word is ufed of the chaos of 
the earth firft made, here rendered in vain; but 
then it was not created to continue fo, nor did it 
continue fo ; for tho’ it was firft without form, it 
was foon formed in a beautiful manner, and fitted 
for the habitation of men and beafts, and efpeci- 
ally the former, and more efpecially for the habi- 
tation of the faints, thofe fons of men, with whom 
the delights of Chrift were from eternity, and 
whom he forefaw would dwell in the habitable 
parts of the earth, which was.a pleafure‘to him ; 
and for the fake of them was it made to be “inha- 
bited, and not by them with the wicked’ promif- 
cuoufly only as now, but when purified; and_re- 
fined by fire, to be the habitation of the righteous, 
with Chrift at the head of them; as will be’ the 
cafe in the thoufand years reign: J am the Lord, 
there is none elfe,; the one Febovab with the Father 
and the Spirit, and there is no other, that is the 
creator of the heavens and the earth. . 

¥. 19. I have uot {poken in fecret, in a dark place 
of the earth, &c.| In a private whifper, in’ a mut- 
tering manner, and out of the belly, as the hea.. 
then priefts did ; and from out of cells, dens,’ and 
caverns of the earth, from whence the oracles of 
heathen deities were delivered; but in a-free, open, 
clear, and public manner, before multitudes, in 
the face of all men, or where there was a ‘great 
cencourfe of people : fo Chrift delivered the law 
on mount Sivai, in an audible manner,’ attended 
with a multitude of angels, and before all the peo- 
ple; and when. here on earth, he faid nothing in 
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fecret, but openly to the world, in the fynagogues 
and tenple of the Fews, where they reforted in 
great ‘numbers, Yobnm xviii. 20, and ordered his 
difciples alfo, to publifh on the houfe-tops what 
they heard with their ears, Matt. x. 27: I faid not 
unto the feed of Facob, feek ye me in vain; that is, 
he never fuffered the feed of Facob, I/raelites in- 
deed, praying Facobs, and prevailing [raels, the 
true worfhippers of him, to feek him in vain; to 
pray unto him, and worfhip him to no purpofe, or 
without fruit to themfelyes ; for all fuch who feek 
him early and earneftly, heartily and diligently, 
and where he may be found, always find him; he 
receives them, and not rejects them; and they re- 
ceive that from him which js worth feeking: after, 
and amply rewards all their trouble. The fargum 
is, ** nor have I faid to the feed of the houfe of 
** Yacob in vain, feek my fear :” J the Lord /peak 
righteoufne/s ; the word of righteoufnefs, the doc- 


trine of juftification by his own righteoufhefs; that ~ 


which he wrought out by his obedience, fufferings, 
and death, he declared and brought near in the 
miniftry of the word ; fee ch. xlvi. 13, The Yar- 
gum renders it, truth, grace and truth came by. 
Chrift, Fohn i. 17: I declare things that are right, 
according to right reafon, agreeable to the word of 
God, both law and gofpel, fit for men to receive; 
and what made for his own and his Father’s glory ; 
fee Prov. viii. 6, 18. " 

¥. 20. Affemble yourfelves, and come, draw near 
together, ye that gre efcaped of the nations, &c.| 
Not. that efeaped the fword of Cyrus’s army, the 
Chaldeans ; nor the Fews that efcaped out of Ba- 
bylon, and other countries, by his means 5 but the 
remnant, according to the election of grace, among 
the Gentiles; fuch who were called out of hea- 
thenifh darknefs, into the marvellous light of the 
eofpel, and efcaped the idolatries that others con- 
tinued in; thefe are called. and fummoned toge- 
ther, as to obfetve the grace of God to themfelves, 
fo to labour to convince others of their grois ig- 
norance and ftupidity in worfhipping idols, and to 
judge and pafs fentence on the obftinate among 
them: they have no knowledge that fet up the wood 
of their graven image, or that lift’ up or carry the 
wood of their graven ‘image * the infide of whofe 
graven image is wood, tho’ covered with fome 
metal; which is graved; and for a man to carry 
fuch an image on his fhoulders,’ either in proce{+ 
fion, or in order to fix it in fome proper place for 
adoration, argues great ignorance and ftupidity ; 
fuch perfons can have no knowledge of deity, that 
can believe that a log of wood, covered with gold 
or filver, graved by art and man’s device, and 
which they are obliged to carry upon their fhoul- 
des, can be a god, or a fit object of worfhip : 
and pray'to a god that cannot fave , itfelf, nor them; 


can’t hear their prayers, nor return an anfwer to - 


them ; can’t help and affift them in diftrefs, nor 
deliver them out of their troubles ; and therefore 
it muft be the height of madriefs and folly to pray 
‘unto it. 

“¥, 24. Tell ye, and bring them near, and let them 
take counfel together, &c.| Tell them what I fay of 
their ignorance and ftupidity; and gather them 
all together, their gods, their makers, and their 
worfhippers, and let them lay their heads together, 
and confult what proof they are able to give of 
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their divinities, particularly by foretelling things 
to come: who hath declared this from ancient time ? 
who hath told it from that time? that is, who of 
all their gods or priefts have ever declared this or 
any one thing at any diftance of time before it 
came to pafs ? either this everlafting falvation of 
my people, or the redemption by Cyrus, which was 
a type of it, and was {poken of before hand? have 
ever any of them foretold any thing like this, and 
it came to pafs as predicted? not one of them. 
Have zot I the Lord? he had. Chrift, by his 
Spirit in the prophets, fignified before-hand his 
fufferings and his death, and the glory that fhould 
follow, 1 Pet. i. 11. and when he was here on 
earth, he foretold his being betrayed to the chief- 
priefts ; his being delivered to the Gentiles; his 
{courging and crucifixion, and refurrection from 
the dead ; all which came to pafs exactly as he had 
predicted, Matt. xx. 18, 19: and there is no God 
elfe befide me, a jufir God, and a Saviour, there is 
none befide me, Chrift is the one God with the Fa- 
ther and Spirit, and there is no other; nor any Sa- 
viour of loft finners, but him; there is falvation 
in him, and in no other; and he is jy/ in things 
pertaining to God, in fatisfying his juftice, and ful- 
filling his law ; he was fet forth as Mediator, to 
declare his righteoufnefs, and which is difplayed in 
_ the work of redemption by him ; fo that God is 
juft, whilft he is the juftifier of him that believes 
in him, Rom. iit. 25, 26. 

y¥. 22. Look unto me, &c.] And not to idols, 
nor to any creature, nor to the works of your 
hands ; to your own righteoufnefs and doings ; to 
your wounds ; to your tears and humiliations ; to 
your own hearts and frames; to your graces, and 
the exercife of them; all muft be looked off of, 
and Chrift only looked unto, by a direé&t act of 
faith, for righteoufnefs, for pardon, for all fupplies 
of grace, and for glory and eternal happinefs. He 
is to be looked unto as the Son of God, whofe 
glory is the glory of the only begotten of the Fa- 
ther, full of grace and truth; as the Lamb of God 
that takes away the fin of the world; as the only 
Mediator between God and man; as the Saviour 
and Redeemer of loft finners ; and confidered in 
all his offices and relations: under all circum- 
ftances he is to be looked to; when in the dark, 
look to him for light; when dead and lifelefs, look 
to him for life; when weak, look to him for 
ftrength; when fick, look to him for healing ; 
when hungry, look to him for food; and when 
difconfolate, look to him for comfort; for none 
ever look to him and are afhamed or difappointed, 
they have what they look for: and as it is profit- 
able, fo pleafant to look to Jefus, and he himfelf 
is well pleafed with it; and therefore here encou- 
rages to it, adding, and be ye faved; or, ye fhall be 
faved*: Chrift is fet up in the gofpel, and the mi- 
niftration of it to be looked at, ‘that men may be | 
faved by him ; and it is the will of God, not only 
that men fhould look to him, but that whofoever 
fees him, and believes in him, fhould not perifh, 
but have everlafting life: the minifters of the go- 
fpel are appointed to fhew men the way of falva- 
tion by Chrift, and to affure them, that he that 
believes in him fhall be faved; and faints in all 
ages have looked unto him, and have been faved 
by him; and therefore this may be taken for a fure |’ 
and certain thing, that’ fuch that look to Chrift, 
as the I/raelites did to the brazen ferpent, the type 
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of him, fhall be faved, Yobn iii. 14,15: all the 
ends of the earth , all that live at the furtheft part. 
of the earth, Chrift has a people there, the Fa-. 
ther has given him for his pofieffion, and which. 
are the purchafe of his blood, and for whofe fins 
he became the propitiation ; and to thefe he fends — 
his gofpel and his minifters, to find them out, and_ 
publith falvation to them, and to affure them, that’ 
however diftant they are, both as to place and_ 
ftate, yet thro’ looking to him by faith they fhall , 
be faved, even tho’ they are the worft and vileft. 
of finners: for ] am God, and there is none elfe;~ 
and fo mighty to fave, able to fave to the utter-» 
moft, all that come to him, and to God by him,~ 
be they where they will; fince he is truly God, ; 
there is virtue enough in his blood to pardon fin, 
and cleanfe from it; and in his righteoufnefs to ju=) 
ftify from all fin ; and in his ‘facrifice to expiate it; 
and therefore fenfible finners may fafely look to» 
him, and venture their fouls on him. The Yargum 
is, ‘* look unto my word, and be ye faved, &e.?” 

¥. 23. I have fworn by myfelf, &c.| Chritt being 
the true God, he could {wear by no greater, Hed. vi. 
13. this fhews thar what follows, and is here fworn — 


‘unto, is of great importance, and ftriétly true, 


and would certainly be accomplifhed : she word is 
gone out of my mouth in righteoujnefs, both what 
goes before, that fuch that look unto him fhall be 
faved ; and alfo what follows, concerning the fub- 
jection of every creature to him; this was what 
he had refolved in his mind, and declared in his 
word, by promife and prophecy, fhould be; and . 
as it was agreeable to truth and juftice, it fhould 
certainly, and in faithfulnefs, be performed, and 
fhall not return void and without effect, but be 
exactly and punctually accomplifhed : that wate 
me every knee foall bow, every tongue foall fwears 
that is, every one, or at leaft the generality of 
mankind, fhall be fubject to Chrift, embrace his ~ 
gofpel, fubmit to his ordinances, profefs his name, 
and ferve and worfhip him ; this will be when the 
fulnefs of, the Gentiles. is brought in, and the Jews: 
are converted: the apoftle quotes this paflage, and 
applies it to the judgment-day, when all, whether 
they will or no, fhall confefs that Chriftas Ged, 
which he fo often afferts in this context; dee Rom. 
xiv, 10, 11. Pbil. ii. 10, 11. ii, Boyd 
¥..24. Surely, foall one. fay, in the Lord have I 
righteoufne/s and firength, &c.| ‘That is, one and 
every one of thefe that fhall be brought to fubmit 
to Chrift, and to confefs him, fhall declare it as 
their faith, that in Chrift alone is their righteoufne/s 
or righteoufneffes *; that they have a full and:com-, — 
plete righteoufnefs in him, and which ferves for. » 
many ; confifting of the holinefs of his mature, 
the obedience, of his life, and his fufferings of, 
death ; by which the law is honoured, juftice fa- 
tisfied, God is well pleafed, and they are acquitted 
and difcharged ; and which is pure, perfect; and 
everlafting, is given them of grace, and entitles” 
them to eternal life; and this they have ia Chritt 
as their covenant-head and reprefentative, and 
which they come to have by being in-him: it is) _ 
not inherent in them, but is in Chrift, by whomy 
it is wrought out, and becomes theirs by the im-) 
putation of it to them, and which they receive, ~ 
by faith ; and this is an a¢t of faith concerning it 
here exprefled, and which declares the certaintyof 
it, and of intereft in it, and excludes all others 3. 
for it may be rendered, only in the Lord, 8c. and 
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feems to be fpoken with great joy, in an exulting 
way, and what may be faid at all times ; for this 
righteoufnefs is always in Chrift, and /frength like- 
wife, to enable them to exercife every grace ; to 
do the will and work of God ; to bear afflictions ; 
to withftand fatan’s temptations, and oppofe their 
own corruptions ; and to which they have not fuf- 
ficient ftrength in themfélves, but there is enough 
in Chrift. Some take thefe to be the words of 
the prophet, and differently interpret them. Some 
thus, as Abendana obferves, ‘* faith the ptophet, 
“* thefe future things I know not in a way of wif- 
‘© dom, but by the Lord who faith unto me, my 
*¢ God of righteoufnefs and ftrength.” Aben Ezra 
thus; ‘* furely in the Lord that fpeaketh with me 
*¢ alone are righteoufnefs and ftrength.”  ofeph 
Kimchi takes it to be in the form of an oath, ‘ the 
<< prophet faid, I fwear by the name of the Lord, 
<< that unto me he faith, righteoufnefs and ftrength 
«unto him fhall come; as if he had faid, the 
* author or doer of righteoufnefs and ftrength 
‘¢ fhall draw near to him, and all that are incenfed 
“ againit him fhall be afhamed.” Even to bim 
foall men come , or every one of the above perfons ; 
they fhall come to Chrift, not merely to his word 
and ordinances, but to himfelf by faith; for righ- 
teoufnefs and ftrength , for peace and pardon; for 
fpiritual reft, joy and comfort; for food and cloath- 
ing ; for all fupplies of grace, and'for eternal life ; 
or if not in a way of, grace now, they fhall come 
to him, and appear before him at the laft judg- 
ment, whether they will or no. Aud all that are 
incenfed againft him fhall be afbamed ; that are in- 
cenfed againft his perfon, his deity, perfonality, 
and divine fonfhip ; againft his blood, righteouf- 
nefs, facrifice and fatisfaction ; againft his offices, 
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kingdorn and glory ; thefe fhall be afhamed, either 
when they are convinced of the truth of thefe 
things now, or however when they fhall appear 
in his glory at the laft day. Kimchi connects this 
verfé with the preceding, thus, ‘‘ he faith, every 
‘* tongue fhall fwear verily by the Lord alone, 
and not by another god ; and fo faith God, I 
have righteoufhefs and ftrength to give to them 
that ferve me; and all the people who are in- 
cenfed againft me, and reject my fervice unto 
that day, then fhall they come unto him, and 
confefs before hirh, and fhall be afhamed for 
what they have done.” The Yargum is, ‘* in 
his word they fhall confefs, and all the people 
fhall be confounded with their idols, who ruth 
upon his people.” 

¥. 25. In the Lord fall all the feed of Ifrael be 
juptified, &cc.] All the fpiritual J/rael of God, whe- 
ther Fews or Gentiles; all the fpiritual feed and 
offspring of Chrift, to whom he ftands in the rela- 
tion of the eéverlafting Father and federal head; 
thefe being given to him, and being in him, are 
juftified in him from all things ; and thefe, all and 
every one, fhall be brought to {fee their need of 
his righteowfnefs, and look to him for it, and re- 
ceive it from him by faith ; and be manifeftative- 
ly juftified in their own confciences, as they will 
be openly at the bar of God, before angels and 
men hereafter. The Zargum is, * in or by the 
‘¢ word of the Lord all the feed of J/rael thall be 
“¢ juftified :” and fhall glory; in Chrift, as the 
Lord their righteoufnefs ; not in themfelves, in 
their own righteoufnefs, holinefs, wifdom, and 
ftrength, but in this, that Chrift is made to them 
wifdom, righteoufnefs, fanctification and redemp- 
tiorl, 1 Cor. i. 30, 31. 


CHAP; XLVI: 


HIS chapter contains a prophecy of the 
taking of Babylon by Cyrus, and of the de- 
liverance of the Fews ; who are encouraged to ex- 
pect the divine protection, and a continuance of 
it; are dehorted from idolatry, and direéted to look 
to the Lord alone for righteoufnefs and falvation. 
The taking of Babylon is fignified by the demoli- 
tion of its idols, which become the plunder of the 


¥. 1. Bel Loweth down, Nebo fioopeth, &c.| Thefe 
are names of the idols of Babylon. Bel is by 
fome thought to be the contraction of Baal, the 
god of the Phenicians, called by them Beel; fo. 
Beelfamin *, in the Phenician language, is Lord of 
heaven: but rather this is the Belus of the Bady- 
lonians, who was a renowned king of them, and 
after his death deified ; whom Nebuchadnezzar, ac- 


enemy, and by the carrying of the inhabitants of | cording to Megaj/thenes', calls Belus his progenitor, 
it captive, ¥. 1, 2. Then follows a promife of | and by whom Babylon was walled about. This 
grace and mercy to the remnant of J/rael, that | idol is, no doubt, the fame with Fupiter Belus, 
fhould now be delivered ; that the Lord who had, who had a temple in Babylon with gates of brafs, 
cared for them from the infancy of their ftate, | and which was in being in the times of Herodotus*, 
would not leave them in their declining times, ¥. 3, | as he reports. This name is fometimes taken into 
4. when they are dehorted from the worfhip of | the names of their kings, as Bel-/hazzar or Belte= 


idols, from the confideration of the matter of | /hazzar. 


which they were made, as filver and gold; from 
their -being the works of mens hands ; and from 
their inability to move themfelves, or help others ; 
and from the Lord being the true God, as appears 
by his omnipotence and omnifcience, ¥. 5, 6,7, 8, 
,10. Adefcription is given of Cyrus, who fhould 
the inftrument of the Fews deliverance from 
Babylon, . 11. And the chapter is concluded 
with an addrefs to the ftout-hearted and unrigh- 
teous Fews, to obferve the righteoufnefs and falva- 
tion, which were brought near, and fet before 
them, ¥: 12, 13. 
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Nebo was another of their idols, an ora-. 
cular one, from whom by its priefts, prophecies of 
things future were pretended to be given out; for 
it may have its name from m3 to prophefy, and 
anfwers to the Apollo or Mercury of other nations. 
The Alexandrian copy of the Septuagint has very 
wrongly inftead of it, Dagon the god of the Phi- 
liftines, and fo the Arabic verfion Dfagon. This 
name Nebo was alfo taken into the names of the 
kings of Babylon, as Nabo-nafar, Navo-palaljar, 
Nebu-chadnezzar, and others. As Bel is the fame 
with Belus, fo Nebo is the fame with Beltis, the queen, 
Megajfthenes or Abydenus {peaks of in the fame place; 
and 
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and Bel may defign the fun, and Nedo the moon, 
which may have its name from 313 to bud forth, 
or make fruitful, as the moon does ; fee Deut. 
xxxiii. 14. It is faid of both thefe deities, that 
they ftooped or bowed down; .being taken down 
from the high places where they were {et upright, 
and looked grand and majeftic, and where they 
might be feen and worfhipped by the people. Far- 
chi gives the words another fenfe, that it repre- 
fents in a farcaftic way thefe idols, as through 
fear, in a like condition that men are in, in a fit 
of the cholic, who not being able to get to the 
clofe-ftool, are obliged to bend their knees, and 
_eafe themfelves as they can . ben Ezra feems 
to refer to the fame fignification of the word, 
when he fays the fenfe was well known, but it was 
not fit to write it. The prophet goes on in the 
derifion of thefe idols: their idols were upon the 
beafis, and upon the cattle , that is, being taken 
down, and broke to pieces for the fake of the fil- 
ver, and gold, and brafs that were about them, 
or they were made of, they were put into facks by 
the Perfians, and laid upon camels, and mules, 
and horfes, and tranfported into Media and Perfia, 
archi interprets it, their idols are like to beatts, 
which defile themfelves with their dung as they 
do ; and fo the Targum renders it, ‘* their images 
“ are. in the likenefs of ferpents and beafts.” Thefe 
were the forms of them: your carriages were heavy 
loaden, they are a@ burden to the weary beaft ; this 
feems to -be {poken to the Perfians, who loaded 
their carriages, and their beafts, with this lum- 
ber, that their waggons were ready to break down, 
and their cattle groaned under the weight of it; 
a farcaftic jeer at the idols, which were become the 
plunder and prey of the foldiers. It was ufual at 
the taking of cities to demolith the idols of them ; 
and this was typical of the demolition of heathen 
idols, and the ceffation of heathen oracles in the 
Gentile world, through the fpread of the gofpel in 
it, in the firft times of chriftianity. 
¥,2. They froop, they bow together, &c.] Either 
the beafts under their burdens, or other idols be- 
fides thofe mentioned; or rather the Babylonians 
themfelves, who were obliged to fubmit to the 
conquerors: they could not deliver the burdens ; the 
idols could not fave themfelves from being laid as 
burdens upon the beafts, any more than they 
could fave their worfhippers : fo the Targum un- 
derftands this, and the preceding claufe of them ; 
‘* they are cut off, and cut to pieces together, 
** they could not deliver thofe that carried them ;” 
or elfe the Babylonians are defigned, who could not 
fave their gods from being ufed in this fhameful 
manner: but themfelves are gone into captivity, or 
their fouls™; what were as dear to them as their 
own fouls, their idols; to whom alfo fouls may 
be afcribed by way of derifion, being inanimate as 
well as irrational ; and it is not unufual for idols 
to be faid to be carried captive ; hence thofe words 
of Tertullian, manent & fimulachra captiva : or ra- 
ther the Babylonians, who went into captivity them- 
Aelves, and fo could not fave their idols : thus they 
who had led captive the ews, are led captive 
themfelves ; and thus it will be with myftical Ba- 
bylon, Rev, Xiii. 10. 
¥. 3. Hearken unto me, O houfe of Facob, &c.} 


The ews, the defcendents of Facob : and all the\ my hands: I have an intereft in them 
remnant of the houfe of Irael ; thofe that remained | I will bear, even I will carry ; from. 


' Vid. Gloff, in T. Bab. Sanhedrin, fol. 63.2. me 
Cocceius. 


old is come to old age, and one of feventy to hoary hairs, 
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tow'3) et anime eorum, V. L. Manfter , Pagni 
* This feems to exprefs more than old age, a Ben Melech obferves; hence the Jews an 


‘ 
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of the ten tribes that had been carried captive | 
ago. 


Thefe may, in a fpiritual fenfe, defign tho! 
who are U/raelites indeed ; the houfhold of the G 

of Facob; the chofen of God, and called ; the rem- 
nant according to the election of grace; which « 
born by me from the belly, which axe carried from the 
womb: here the Lord diftinguifhes himfelf from 
the idols of the Babylonians , they were laid as bur- 
dens upon beafts, and bore and carried by thems’ 
but the Lord is born and carried by none, but 
bears and carries his people. The allufion is t 
tender parents that have compafiion on their ch 
dren as foon as born, and take care of them, a 
bear them in their bofoms, and carry them ind 
arms; and may have refpect, in the literal fer 
to the infant-{tate of the ews, both as a churek 
and commonwealth, when the Lord took pity 


them, and care of them, and bore them as a fa- 


ther bears his fon; and bore with their manners — 
too, and carried them all the days of old through 
the wildernefs to Canaan’s land; fee Numb. xi. 12. 
Deut. i, 31. Ads xiii. 18. Jf, Ixin. g. It may be 
applied to the care of God in the prefervation of 
men by his providence, efpecially his own people, 
whofe God he is from their mother’s belly ; who 
takes them under his protection as foon as born, 
and carries them through every flate of infancy, 
youth, manhood, and old age, and never leaves 
nor forfakes them; fee Pf. xxii. 10. and Ixxi. 5, 
6, 17, 18. and xlviii, 14. and with great propriety 
may be applied to regenerate perfons, who, as foon 
as born again, are regarded by the Lord in a very 
vifible, tender, and compaffionate manner; he dears 
them in his bofom, and on his heart; he bears 
them in his arms; he puts his everlafting arms un- 
derneath them; he bears with them, with all their 
weaknefs and infirmities, their peevifhnefs and fro- 
wardnefs ; he bears them up under all their afflic- 
tions, and fuftains all their burdens; he bears thenr 
thro’ and out of all their troubles and difficulties: 
he carries them, in like manner, in his bofom, and 
in his arms; he carries them into his houfe, the 
church, which is the nurfery for them, where they 
are nurfed and fed, and have the breafts of con- 
folation drawn out to them; he carries on. the 
good work of grace in them; he carries them 
thro’ all their trials and exercifes, fafe to heaven 
and eternal happinefs ; for they are. poor, weak, 
helplefs creatures, like new-born babes, can’t go 
alone, but muft be bore up and carried. _—s_, 
y. 4. And even to your old age Tam be, &c.} 
The fame he ever was, the eternal and unchange- 
able Jehovah; the fame in his love and affections; 
in his fympathy and care; in his power and pro- 
tection ; in his promifes, truth, and faithfulnefs to 
his people, in their laft days, as at the firfl mo- — 
ment of their converfion; and therefore they are 
fafe ; fee Pf. cii. 27. Mal. iii. 6: and even to boa 
hairs will I carry yous ; which is doing more than 
the moft tender parent-does, or can, or ft eed to do! 
God won’t leave his people in the declin i 
when preffing infirmities are upon them, 
ftand in as much need as ever of 
fupported and carried : wherefore it folic 
made thefe perfons, not merely 
as new creatures; they are form 
they are my fons and daughters, 
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e 
- Jo 


~~ vi 


EL G&A 


their regeneration, to their entrance into glory; fee 
the note on ¥.-3. nd will deliver you ; out of 
all affliction ; out of all temptations ; out of the 
hand of every enemy; from a final and total fall- 
ing away; from a body of fin and death; from 
death eternal, and wrath to come ; and even at laft 
from the grave and all corruption. 
¥. 5. Ta whom will ye liken me? &c.| Was it 
lawful that any likenefs might be made, which yet 
is forbidden, Ewod. xx. 4. what likenefs could be 
thought of? is there any creature in heaven or 
earth, among all the angels or fons of men, to 
whom God can be likened, who has done ftich 
works of power, and acts of grace, as to care and 
provide not only for the houfe of J/rael, from the 
beginning of their ftate, to the clofe of it, but for 
all his creatures from the beginning of life to the 
end thereof, yea, from the beginning of the world 
to the end of it, and has fhewn fuch fpecial grace 
and goodnefs to his chofen people, in fuch a kind 
and tender manner ? And make me equal; or any 
equal to him in power and goodnefs, fince all: are 
but worms, duft and afhes, as the fmall duft of 
the balance, yea, as nothing in comparifon of him. 
And compare me, that we may be like ? which is im- 
poflible to be done ; for what comparifon or like- 
nefs can there be between the creator and a crea- 
ture, between an infinite, immenfe and eternal be- 
ing, pofieffed of all perfections, and a finite, frail, 
imperfect one? fee // xl. 18. To pretend to frame 
a likenefs of fuch a being, is to act the abfurd and 
ftupid part the heathens do, ‘defcribed in the fol- 
lowing verfes. 
¥. 6. They lavifh gold out of the bag, &c.| As 
if it was of no value and account; that is, the 
heathen idolaters, fome of them, who are excef- 
fively devoted to idolatry ; thefe being rich, take 
out their bags of gold, and give it in a very pro- 
fufe manner to a workman to make a golden image 
for them, not caring what it coft them; fuch a 
one was that which Nebuchadnezzar made, fixty 
cubits high, and fix broad, Daz. iii. r. fee an in- 
ftance of profufenefs this way in the [/raelites them- 
felves, Exod. xxxii. 2, 3, 4. And weigh filver in the 
balance; or with a reed°. Others, though idola- 
ters, yet lefs devoted to idolatry, and more tena- 
cious of their money, make filver do for a God, 
and weigh it out to the workman, that it be made 
of fuch a weight, and no more, and that they 
might not be cheated of their filver; or they 
weighed it to pay the workman for his workman- 
fhip. Money formerly was not coined and ftamp- 
ed, fo not numbered by pieces, but weighed. And 
bire a goldfmith, and he maketh it a god; a finer or 
founder, with whom they agree for fuch a fum of 
money, and he of the gold or filver that is put 
into his hands, makes a god: he cafts and moulds 
it into fuch a form or fhape that is agreed upon, 
and this is called a god; though nothing but a 
_piece of gold or filver fafhioned by art and man’s 
device, and the work of his hands : ¢hey fall down, 
yea, they worfbip, the god they made; both the 
artificer, and he that employed him, fall down 
upon their knees, or their faces, and pay divine 
worfhip and adoration to the idol ; though the one 
knew it was made of his own gold or filver, and 
the other knew it to be the workmanfhip of his 
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hands. Worfhipping is more than falling down, 
as Ben Melech oblerves, and therefore ’tis iaid, yea, 
they worfbip. 

¥.7. They bear him upon the fhoulder, they carry 
him, &c.] That is, the idol; men carry him up- 
on their fhoulders in proceflion, and expofe him 
to the view and veneration of the people, juft as 
the hoft is carried in proceffion by the papiits; or 
the idol being made, the workman or his men 
lift it up, for it can’t lift up itfelf, and take ic 
upon their fhoulders, and carry it home to the 
proprietor : and fet him in bis place; in his houfe, 
if an houfhold-god ; or in the temple, church, or 
place of public worthip, if defign’d for that: ox, 
caufe him to ret under him’, or in his place, under 
the roof of his houfe or temple ; a jeer upon him, 
as if he was weary of his long journey, though 
carried, Here again the idols are diftinguifhed 
from the true God, and he from thém ; ‘they are 
carried on mens fhoulders, and fet in a Certain 
place, but he carries all his people, and is not li- 
mited to, or included in any place: end he fiand- 
eth, and from his placé he fhall not remove ; the idol 
being fet in his place, ftands faft, being nailed; he 
ftands upright as a palm-tree, and can never ftir 
from the place whete he is, to help any of his 
worfhippers in whatfoever diftrefs they. may be ; 
nor can he get out of the way of any danger to 
which he may be expofed; if the temple or houfe, 
in which he is, is on fire, or ovérflowéd with 
water, or broke into by thieves, he can’t move 
out of his place, and efcape the danger; a fine 
deity to be worfhipped indeed! fee ch. xliv. 13. 
Fer. X. 4, 5. Yea, one fhall cry unto him, yet can 
he not anfwer , as Baal’s priefts and worfhippers 
cried to him, but no voice was heard, nor anfwer 
returned, 1 Kings xvili.-26, 29. for though they 
have ears, they hear not, and mouths, yet they 
fpeak not, Pf. cxv. 5,6. nor fave him out of bis 
trouble; that is, the idol cannot fave the idolatrous 
worfhipper out of his diftrefs, which has caufed’ 
him to cry unto him ; fee ch. xlv. 20. 

y. 8. Remember this, &c.] Or thefe things, as 
the Syriac verfion, concerning the matter-of which, 
and the manner in which idols are made; their im- 
potency to move themfelves, and their inability 
to help their votaries, and the difference between 
them and the true God: and Jhew yourfelves men ; 
and not brutes, as the makers and worfhippers of 
images are, or fhew themfelves as if they were ; 
who unman themfelves, and act contrary to the 
natural reafon of mankind: or be ye /irong1; fo 
the Targum and Farchi , fortify yourfelves againft 
all temptations to idolatry, and againft all the ar- 
guments and perfuafions of idolaters ; or burn yer, 
or be ye inflamed, fo Rabenu Hai and Fofeph Kim- 
chi; that is, blufh and be afhamed at fuch fot- 
tifhnefs and ftupidity, as men when they are afham- 
ed look as if their faces were inflamed; io the 
Vulgate Latin verfion renders it, be ye confounded *, 
or the fenfe is, be fervent in fpirit, be fired ‘ with 
zeal for God and his glory, and with indignation 
againft fuch grofs idolatry: bring it again to mind, 
O ye tranfgrefors ; of the law of God, in this in- 
ftance of idolatry; meaning either the Babylonians, 
or rather the ews, who had been drawn in by 
them to idolatrous practices ; calling upon them to 

return 
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* Confundamini, 


P YAM wis? & quiefcere eum faciunt iuo loco, Mufculus. 
4 V2°U'NIW roborate vos, Pagninus, Tigurine verfion; fo Ben Melech interprets the word. 
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t Ardete, comburite vos, 
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return to their fenfes; to ufe and.exercife their 
reafon ; to recollect and reconfider things, and ob- 


ferve and repent of the folly and wickednefs they | 


had been guilty of. 

¥. 9. Remember the former things of old, &c.] 
The things that were from the beginning, or the 
antient things done by the Lord, whether as the 
effects of power, wifdom and goodnefs, or in 
wrath, or in mercy; fuch as the creation of the 
heavens, and the earth, and all things in them ; 
the deftruétion of the old world, and of Sedom 
and Gomerrha , the bringing of J/rael out of Egypt 
through the red fea and wildernefs,. to Canaan’s 
land, and all the wondrous things then done for 
them ; which are fo many proofs of the true deity 
of the God of J/rae/, in oppofition to the idols of 
the Gentiles: for 1 am God, and there is none elfe; 
as he muft needs be, that did the above things : 
Iam God, and there is mone like me; for greatnefs 
or goodne(s, or that has done the like things; not 
one of the gods of the Gensiles. 

y.10. Declaring the end from the beginning, &c.] 
The end of the Fewi/h ftate, both as a church, 
and a commonwealth, from the firft fettlement of 
it in the times of Mofes, and by him, Deut, xxxii. 
29. ‘The end of the world, and all things in it, 
as early as the times of Enoch, the feventh from 
Adam, Fud.y¥. 14, 15. The end and iffue of every 
event, at leaft of many very remarkable and mo- 
mentous ones, before they came to pafs ; and par- 
ticularly things relating to Chrift, the beginning 
and end; the fulfilling end of the moral law for 
righteoufnefs ; the fcope and defign of the cere- 
monial law, to which that tended, and in which 
it iffued ; as well as the end of the whole fcrip- 
ture, of the prophecies and promifes of it: and 
this end was declared very early, and fpoken of 
by all the prophets that were from the beginning 
of the world; and which is a full proof of the 
omnifcience of God, and fo of his true deity, 
Luke i. 70. Gen. iti. 15. And from the antient times 
the things that are not yet done; that were not at 
this time done, though they are fince ; fuch as the 
captivity of the Yews, and their return from it; 
alfo the incarnation of Chrift, his obedience and 
fufferings, and the glory that fhould follow ; his 
refurrection, afcenfion, and feffion .at the right- 
hand of God; the work of redemption by him ; 
the effufion of the Spirit; the fpread of the go- 
fpel among the Genfiles, and their converfion; and 
others which are now not yet done; as the con- 
verfion of the ews in the latter day, and the 
bringing in: the fulnefs of the Gentiles ; the glory 
of the church in thofe times as to knowledge, 
peace, purity, power and authority ; the deftruc- 
tion of antichrift,; and the fecond coming of the 
Meffiah; all which have been declared from antient 
times ; and as the former have been accomplithed, 
there is reafon to believe the latter will : /aying, 
my counfel fhall fiand , the purpofes and decrees of 
God, which are within himfelf, wifely formed by 
him, eternal and unfruftrable; and which fhall 
ftand, or be accomplifhed, being the counfels of 
him who is all-wife, all-knowing, all-powerful, 
unchangeable, true and faithful; whether they 
refpect the providence of God in relation to the 
world in general, and the government of it, or to 


* $4¥ avem, a velocitate, Munfter ; fo Vatablus ; ab {D4 in volando celeriter & cum impetu, Forerius s fo Ben Melechfays, 
Cyrus is farnamed a fowl, becaufe of his great fwiftnefs and hafte to come to Babylon; though he 
that a ravenous fowl is called (Q*Y. the fingular may be put for the plural; fo Cocceius renders it vo/ucres, 
~ Cyropedia, 1 1. ¢.17, and 163..¢. 6. and 1, 6.°¢, 17. 
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fign the whole army of Cyrus. 
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particular perfons, and their affairs, from the time » 
of their birth to their death; or whether they re- . 
fpect his grace and goodnefs in the falvation of . 


men; fuch as his purpofe according to electi 


the covenant of his grace, redemption by. Chrift, 


effectual vocation, and eternal glorification; all 
which, as they are according to the will and coun- 
fel of God, ftand firm and. fure, and fhall have 
their full accomplifhment; fee P/el. xxxiii, 112 
Prov, xix. 21. ( 
has done in creation, and does in providence, fo he. 


And 1 will do all my pleafures ashe 


hasdone, cando, and does in grace, in predeftination |» 


and. redemption, and in effectual vocation. 
particularly this may refer to the deliverance of the. 


ie) 


? 


Jews by Cyrus, a type of Chrift, and deliverance 


by him, as follows: _, | 
¥.11. Calling a ravenous bird from the eaft, 


ow te 
&e.J 


Or a fying fowl, or fwift-winged bird"; for the 


word ufed does not fo much denote rapacioufnefs. 
as {wiftnefs ; which. well agrees with Cyrus, who 
is here meant, and not Abraham, as Farchi, nor 
Nebuchadnezzar, as. others; and who was always 
fwiftin all his expeditions, and always recommend- 
ed celerity and difpatch of bufinefs to. his foldiers 
and others, as Xenophon ™ often obferves ; and very 
remarkable is that fpeech of Zigranes to him, in 
which he tells him *, that he fo far exceeded the 
king of, Armenia in fwiftnefs, that he came upom 
him with a great army, from a far country, be+ 


r 


fore he could get his army together, which. was - 


juft by him, And very obfervable are the words. 
of Cyrus himfelf, who was defirous of being a 
thorough horfeman, that he might feem to be 
alewmG wlaG-, a winged or flying man’. So-the 
Targum here renders it, a fwift bird. ben Ezra; 
who interprets it of Cyrus, fays, he is fo called, 
as if he flew to do the will of God; and Kémecbs 
obferves of Cyrus, that he has this name, becaufe 
he came {wiftly, and in hafte, as a bird that flies: 
and it is no unufual thing for a mighty monarch, 
or a general, marching with his army, to becom= 
pared to a flying bird, particularly an eagle, er. 


xlviii. 40. and xlix. 22. Ezek, xvii. 3,7. Hof) 


viii. 1. and may be the bird intended here, which. 


well fuits with Cyrus, who had, as Plutarch *-re+~.- 


ports, an aquiline nofe ; hence men that have fuch- 
nofes among the Perfians, are highly efteemed 
and Xenophon * fays, that the ftandard of Cyrus was 
a golden eagle upon the top of an high fpéear, and 
which is retain’d by the kings of Perfa. 
is faid to be called from the eaft ; becaufe, as Kine 
chi obferves, his country lay to the eaft of Bady- 
lon: the man that executeth my counfel. from a far 
country, as Pexfia was trom Babylon, Affria and 
other provinces lying between; but though he: 


Gyrus 


lived in a far country, and knew nothing of the. 


affairs of the people of God in Babylon, or what 


work he was to. do, yet God called him, and 


brought him to do his will, which he was igho- + 


rant of : fo God fometimes puts into the hearts of 
men to fulfil his will, which they are ftrangers 
to, Rev. xvii. 17. It is in the Hebrew text, 
the man of my counfel® ; not with whom the Lord 
confulted, for none are of his coundel in this fenfes 
but whom in his counfels, decrees, and pt 
he appointed to fuch fervice, and whom he made 
ufe of as an inftrument to do his pleafure; > 


peony tadoys ee 
irds, ai 
* Ib, 1 Pig’! 
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chixlivs 28 oyea, I have (poker it, I will alfo bring 
it to pafs, Lbave purpofed, I will alfo do it; the 
counjel of the Lord, concerning the deliverance of 
his people from Babylon, by thé hand of Cyrus ; 
this he had purpofed in his own breaft, had fpoken 
of in prophecy, and would certainly perform. R. 
Jofeob Kimchi interprets this verfe of the Mefiiah, 
and io does Ferom, of whom; no doubt, Gyrus was 
a type ; and what is here faid agrees with him: he 
may be compared toa flying bird; for his fwiftnefs 
in-coming at the appointed time; he came from 
the eaft, as the rifing fun of righteoufnefs ; he was 
the man of God’s counfel in the higheft fenfe, and 
came, being called, to executé it; the work of 
redemption. was according to the eternal purpofe 
of God, and fpoke of by all the holy prophets; 
and now accomplifhed ,; and his righteoufnefs and 
falvation are made mention of in the following 
verfes. . 

¥. 12. Hearken unto me, ye ftout-hearted, &c.] 
This is not an addrefs to the Chaldeans, as Kim- 
chi and others think, who were mercilefs and cruel 
to the Fews, and far from doing that which was 
right unto them, but opprefied them, and would 
not Jet them go; but to the Hews themfelves, at 
leaft to the wicked and profligate among them, 
who were always a ftout-hearted, ftiff-necked, and 
a rebellious people; and even thofe who made 
more pretences to religion, were only felf-righte- 
ous, and were far from true righteoufnefs. The 
whole may be applied to all perfons deftitute of 
the grace of God, profeffors or prophane, who 
are ftout or ftubborn-hearted; have hard and. im- 
penitent hearts; proud and haughty in their hearts ; 
proud of their wifdom, power, and ftrength; ftout 
in their hearts againft God, as appears by their 
' words and actions ; oppofe themfelves to the peo- 
ple of God, his word and ordinances ; and fome 
fo daring, as to make a mock at fin, at religiori; 
and a future ftate, and out-brave death itfelf ; tho’ 
when God calls them to an account, as he fome- 
times: does by his judgments here, and will at the 
jaft judgment hereafter; or by the workings of 
his Spirit upon them, convincing them of fin, 
righteoufhefs, and judgment; their hearts fail, and 
they cannot be ftrong and endure: when his word 
comes with power, and they hear it, and feel the 
energy of it, they are cut to the heart, and their 
ftout and proud fpirits are brought down, and 
made to fubmit ; even fuch that are far from righ- 
teoufnefs ; as all men are in a ftate of nature, none 
are righteous, no not one, but are full of all un- 
righteoufnefs ; even thofe that are the moft righ- 
teous and religious externally, are without a righ- 
teoufnefs ; they do not attain to one by the law of 
works ; they go about to eftablifh their own, and 
do not fubmit to the righteoufnefs of God, and fo 
are far from it: and indeed all God’s ele&, ina 
ftate of unregeneracy, are far from any knowledge 
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of the righteoufnefs of Chrift, they not being yet 
convinced of the need of it, and it having not yet 
been revealed and applied unto them, and received 
by faith ; now thefe are called upon to hear the 
word externally, which coming with power, caufes 
them to hear fpiritually what follows. 

WY. 13. I bring near my righteoufuefs, it fall not 
be far off, 8cc.] Meaning either the faithfulness of 
God, in fulfilling his promifes; or the juitice of 
God difplayed in redemption by Chrift; or Chritt 
himfelf, God’s righteous one, and the Lord our 
righteoufhefs ; or rather the ri¢hteoufnefs of Chriit 
itfelf, which Jehovah the Father may call his, be- 
caufe he fent his Son to work it out, approved of 
it, accepted it, and imputes it to his people, and 
juttifies them by it; and which was near to be 
wrought out by Chrift, and revealed in the gofpel ; 
and which is brought near and applied by the Spi- 
rit of God to a fenfible finner, to a finner con- 
vinced of the infufficiency of his own righteouf-. 
nefs, and of the fuitablenefs and excellency of 
Chrift’s, and of his need of it’; and which is near 
in Chrift, and in the gofpel, for faith to come at, 
at any time; nor is it ever far off from the believer, 
to whom it is imputed, and on whom it is put: 
and my falvation fhall not tarry , either Chrift, who 
is God’s falvation, provided and appoiited by him, 
who was to come as a Saviour, and fhould not 
tarry; not did he tarry beyond the appointed time, 
Hab, ii. 3. or the falvation itfelf wrought out by 
him; this work is done by Chrift, and is publifhed 
in the gofpel, and is brought nigh and applied by 
the Spirit of God in converfion, in due and proper 
time, and fhortly will be fully enjoyed in heaven : 
and I will place falvation in Zion for Ifrael my glory ; 
the Saviour himfelf was to come to Zion; near ta 
Zion was falyation wrought out; here the gofpel 
of falvation was firft publifhed, and out of it the 
word of it was fent into all the world; and in 
Zion, the church of God, Chrift the Saviour is to 
be met with; and his falvation is the fafety of it, 
it is placed about it inftead of walls and bulwarks ; 
and all this is for the J/rael of God, the fpiritual 
Irael, chofen, redeemed, and called, and who fhall 
be faved with an everlafting falvation ; and who are 
the glory of God, have the glory of God, the grace 
of God in them, and the righteoufnefs of God upon 
them, by which they are glorious ;’ who enjoy the 
prefence of the glorious God, and who is glorified 
in them, and by them; whofe glory, even the 
glory of all his perfeétions, wifdom, grace, mercy, 
juftice, holinefs, truth, and faithfulnefs, is great 
in their falvation. So Kimchi gives the fenle of 
the words, ‘* the falvation I will give to them, 
“¢ fhall be glory to me.” Or J/rael may be called 
his ‘glory, becaufe he gives glory to them; not ~ 
only grace here, but glory hereafter, when their 
falvation will be compleat, that is, compleatly en- 
joyed. 


Cit AP. XLVIE 


HIS chapter is'a prophecy of the deftruétion 

of Babylon, and of the Chaldeans, and de- 
clares the caufes of it. The mean, low, ignomi- 
nious, and miferable condition Babylon and the 
Chaldeans fhould be brought into by the Lord, the 
Redeemer of his people, is defcribed, ¥. 1, 2, 3, 4, 
5. the’caufes of it are their cruelty to the Jews, 
¥. 6. their pride, voluptuoufnefs, and carnal fecu- 
rity, $+.7 8, their forceries and enchantments, and 
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truft in their own wifdom, ¥. 9, 10. wherefore 
their deftruétion fhould come fuddenly upon them, 
and they fhould not be able to put it off, ¥. 11. 
their magic art, and judiciary aftrology, which they 


| boafted of, by them they could neither forefee nor 


withftand their ruin, which would be of no avail 
unto them, ¥. 12, 13, 14. nor their merchants 
neither, ¥. 15. ' 
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y. 1. Come down, and fit in the duft, O virgin 
daughter of Babylon, &c.] The kingdom of Baby- 
lon is meant, as the Targum paraphrafes it, or the 
Babylonifh monarchy, called a virgin, becaufe it 
had never been fubdued and conquered from the 
firft fetting of it up, until it was by Gyrus; fo 
Herodotus © fays, this was the firft time that Bady- 
lon was taken; and alfo becaufe of the beauty and 
glory of it: but now it is called to come down 
from its height and excellency, and its dominion 
over other kingdoms, and fit in a mournful po- 
fture, and as in fubjection to other princes and 
ftates. ‘ferom obferves, that fome interpret this of 
the city of Rome, which is myftical Babylon, and 
whofe ruin may be hinted at, under the type of 
literal Babylon, And though the church of Rome 
boafts of her purity and chaftity, of her being 
efpoufed to Chrift as a chafte virgin, fhe is no 
other than the great whore, the mother of harlots ; 
and tho’ fhe has reigned over the kings of the 
earth, the time is coming, when fhe muft come 
down from her throne and dignity, and fit and be. 
rolled in the duft: there is “o throne, O daughter 
of the Chaldeans ; that is, for her; there was a 
throne, but it was for Cyrus and Darius, kings of 
Perfia, who fhould now poffefs it, when the -king 
of Babylon fhould be obliged to come down from 
it. So the feat and throne which the dragon gave 
to the beaft fhall be taken from it, and be no 
more, Rev. xiii. 2: for thou shalt no more be called 
tender and delicate, or be treated in a tender and 
delicate manner ; or live delicioufly, and upon 
dainties, as royal perfonages do, Rev. xviii. 7. 

¥. 2. Lake the milftones, and grind meal, &c.] 
Foretelling that the Chaldeans fhould be taken cap- 
tives, and ufed as fuch, and fent to prifon-houfes, 
where they fhould turn the mill, and grind corn 
into meal; a very fervile work, and which ufed 
to be done by captives and flaves, even by female 
ones, Exod. xi. 5. and xii. 29. fee Fudg. xvi. 21. 
The Targum is, ‘* go into fervitude;” of which this 
was a fign: uncover thy locks ; the attire and drefs 
of the head, by which the locks were bound up 
and kept together; but being taken off, would 
hang loofe, and be difhevelled, as in captives and 
mourners. The Targum is, “* uncover the glory 
‘© of thy kingdom :” make bare the leg; or the 
fhoulder, as the Vulgate Latin verfion, to be fcourged 
by the Perfians: uncover the thigh, pafs over the ri- 
vers; they are bid to tuck up their cloaths fo high, 
that they might pafs over the rivers which lay be- 
tween them and Perfia, whither they were carried 
captives. The Targum is, ‘* thy princes are bro- 
“* ken, the people of their army are fcattered, they 
“* pafs away as the waters of the river.” 

¥. 3. Thy nakednefs fhall be uncovered, yea thy 
Shame fhall be feen, &c.| Not only ftripped of their 
garments, and have nothing to cover their naked 
bodies, being fpoiled of all by the foldiers ; but 
fhould have nothing to cover thofe parts which 
women are moft afhamed fhould be expofed to 
view, and which is often the cafe of fuch who fall 
into the hands of the conquerors. It is faid of the 
whore of Rome, of myttical Babylon, that the kings 
of the earth fhould hate her, and make her defo- 
late and naked, Rev. xvii. 16: I will take venge- 
£ance ; for tho’ the Medes and Perfians were the 
inftruments, the deftruétion was of the Lord, 
who took vengeance of the Chaldeans, for their ill 
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ufage of his people; as he will on myftical Bady- 
lon, Rev. xviii. 20. and xix. 2: ond I will mot — 
meet thee as a man; in an humane way, with le- 
nity, tendernefs, and compafiion, but with inflexi- 
ble wrath and fury; not with human ftrength, 
which is but weaknefs, but with the ftrength of 
the mighty God; as is faid of myftical Babylon, 
trong is the Lord God that judgeth ber, Rev. xviii. 


8. or it may be rendered, J will not meet a man® ; 


or a man fhall not meet me, to ftop or hinder me, 


by ftrength or might, or by prayers and intrea- 
ties. So fome give the fenfe, ‘‘ I will not receive 
‘¢ the interceffion of any man for thee ;” which 
is obferved by Kimchi. The Targum is, * I will 
“< change thy judgment from the children of men;” 
which agrees with the firft fenfe. 
¥. 4. As for our Redeemer, &c.) Or, faith our 
Redeemer, as it may be fupplied‘*: or, ‘our Re- 
deemer will do this ; infli€t this punifhment on Ba- 
bylon, even he who has undertook our caufe, and 
will deliver us from the Babylonifb yoke, and re- 
turn us to our land: thefe are the words of the 
Lord’s people, expreffing their faith in the things 
foretold of Babylon, and in their own deliverance : 
the Lord of bofts is bis name; and therefore able to. 
redeem his people, and deftroy his enemies, being 
the Lord of armies,above and below, and havi 
all at his command: the holy one of Ifrael; the 
fanétifier of them, their covenant-God, and there- 
fore will fave them, and deftroy their enemies, 
being hateful to him, becaufe unholy and im- 
ure. 
5 y. 5. Sit thou filent, &c.] Here the fpeech is 
directed again to Babylon, which ufed to be a place. 
of noife and hurry, as well as famous and much 
talked of all the world over ; but now there fhould 
be a deep filence in it, no voice to be heard, the 
inhabitants being gone, and no difcourfé concern- 
ing it; no more talked of and celebrated for its 
magnificence and authority, trade and riches, but 
buried in oblivion. It is’ reprefented as fitting 
in filence, either as a mourner, or as one that 
is free among the dead, remembered no more : 
and get thee into darknefs, Q daughter of the Chal- 
deans; meaning either captivity or imprifonment, 
prifon-houfes being dark ; or into the ftate of the 
dead, which is a ftate of darknefs: for thou fhalt 
no more be called the lady of kingdoms , the miftrefs 
or governefs of them, as fhe had been, having 
fubdued many kingdoms and nations, and added 
them to her monarchy, which now would be at 
an end. Thus myftical Babylon, or Rome, has 
reigned over the kings of the earth, and has been 
miftrefs over many nations ; but the time is com- 
ing, when fhe will fit in filence, and no voice will 
be heard in her; and when the kingdom of the 
beaft will be full of darknefs, Rev. xvii. 15, 18. 
and xviii. 22; 23. and xvi. 10. 

y. 6. I was wroth with my people, &e.] The 
people of J/rae/, for their fins and tranfgreffions, 
particularly their idolatries. Here begin the rea- 
fons and caufes of the deftruction of Babylon, and 
the firft mentioned is their cruelty to the people of 
God ; for tho’ he was angry with them himéfelf, 
yet he refented their being ill ufed by them: Ihave 
polluted mine inheritance; the Jews, who as they 
were his people, were his portion and inheritance, 
as he was theirs: thefe he is faid to pollute, by 
fuffering the heathen to enter into the land, and 
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defile their city and fanctuary, and carry them cap- 
tive into an unclean and idolatrous country: avd 
given them into thine hand; to correct and chaftize, 
but in meafure, not to kill and deftroy : whereas 
thou didft fhew them no mercy, uled them very 
cruelly, and exceeded the commiffion given : upon 
the ancient haft thou very heavily laid thy yoke ; 
whofe age fhould have commanded reverence and 
“refpect, and whofe weaknefs and infirmities called 
for compaffion ; but nothing of this kind was 
fhewn ; they were. not fpared becaufe of age, but 
had infupportable burdens laid upon them ; and if 
not they, then much lefs young men; fee Lam. v. 
12. 
¥. 7. And thou faidf, I fhall be a lady for ever, 
&c.] That her monarchy would continue in a fuc- 
ceffion of kings, that fhould rule over all nations 
to the end of the world. So myftical Badylon, 
when near her ruin, will fay, I ft a queen— and 
foall fee no forrow, Rev, xviii. 7: fo that thou didft 
not lay thefe things to thy heart; neither the fins fhe 
had been guilty of, particularly in acting the cruel 
part towards the people of God; nor the evils fore- 
told fhould come upon her; thefe fhe did not 
confider of and think upon, fo as to repent of the 
one, and prevent the other: either didjt remember 
the latter end of it; or, thy latter end‘; either her 
own latter end;,the end of her wickednefs which 
fhe had committed, as Zarchi; the end of her pride, 
that fhe fhould be humbled, as Aven Ezra and 
Kimchi ; or her ruin and deftruétion, the end fhe 
fhould come to at-laft ,; this fhe never thought of, 
but put this evil day far from her: or fhe remem- 
bered not the latter end of Jerufalem, who, tho’ 
a lady too, fell by her own hand; which fenfe 
Kimchi takes notice of: or fhe did not confider 
what would befal the Fews in the latter day; that 
God would put an end to their calamities, and de- 
liver them out of Bady/on, as he had foretold. 
_ ¥. 8. Therefore, hear now this, thou that art given 
zo pleafures, &c.|. To. carnal, lufts and pleafures; 
gratifying her fenfual appetite, indulging herfelf in 
every thing that was agreeable to the fenfes; a- 
bounding in delicacies, and living delicioufly ; as 
is faid of myftical, Babylon, Rev. xviii. 4, .7.. parti- 
cularly given to venereal pleafures. Curtis fays *, 
'_.** no city was more corrupt in its manners, or 
*¢ furnifhed to irritate or allure to immoderate 
“ pleafures, Parents and hufbands fuffered their 
‘¢ children and wives to proftitute themfelves to 
.* ftrangers, fo that they had but a price.” | Yea, 
every woman was obliged by a law to do this once 
in life, and that in a public manner, in the temple 
of Venus; the impurities of which are at large de- 
fcribed by Herodotus * and Strabo’: that dwelleth 
carelefsly 5. in great confidence and fecurity, being 
fearlefs of danger, and infenfible of any : _ that 
fayeft in. thine heart, Iam, and none elfe befides me ; 
fole monarch of the world, emprefs of the whole 
univerfe; no competitor with me, none that can 
rival me, Thefe words are fometimes ufed by the 
eternal and unchangeable Jehovah-of himfelf, and 
indeed they fuit with none -but him ; and it is the 
_height of infolence and blafphemy in a creature to 
vufe them of itfelf; they fitly exprefs that fove- 
reignty, fupremacy, infallibility, and even deity, 
which myftical Babylon affumes and afcribes to her 
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head: I fhall not fit as a widow, neither fhall I know 
the lofs of children; not be without an head, king, or 
monarch, which is as an hufband to the ftate; nor 
without numerous fubjects, which are as children. 
The like myftical Babylon fays, I fit a queen, and 
am no widow, Rev. xviii. 7. 
¥. 9. But thefe two things fhall come to thee in a 
moment on one day, &c.] Suddenly, at once, at 
one and the fame time. The deftruétion of Ba- 
bylon was very fudden ; the city was taken by-fur- 
prize, before the inhabitants were aware of it, while 
the king and his nobles were regaling themfelves 
at a feaft; that very night Belbazzar was flain, 
and Darius the Mede took the kingdom, Dan. v. 
30, 31. and fo thofe two things fhe boafted of 
would never be her lot, came upon her together 
and at once; the lofs of children, and widowhood , 
bereaved of her king, and the whole royal family, 
and of her people in great numbers, who were 
either flain, or carried captive; or however, the 
kingdom was transferred from them to another 
people. When Babylon was taken by Cyrus, ac- 
cording to Xexephon *, not only the king was flain, 
but thofe that were about him; and orders were 
prefently given to the inhabitants to keep within 
doors, and to flay all that were found without. 
Tho’ Dr. Prideaux ' thinks this prophecy had its 
accomplifhment when Babylon was befieged by Da- 
rius, who, to fave provifions, flew all their own 
women, wives, fifters, daughters, and all their 
children, referving only one wife and maid-fervant 
to a man; and when it was taken, Darius ordered 
three thoufand of the principal inhabitants to be 
crucified. _And in much fuch language is the de- 
ftruction of myftical Babylon exprefied, when God 
fhall kill her children with death ; 2er plagues hall 
come in.one day, death, and mourning, and famine, 
Rev. li, 23. and xvii, 8: they fhall chme upon thee 
in their perfection; thofe evils and calamities fhall 
be fully accomplifhed, not in part only, but in 
whole ; fhe fhould have no king to govern, nor 
any thing like one ; fhould have no fhare of go- 
vernment ; and her children or fubjects fhould be 
entirely deftroyed : for the multitude of thy forceries, 
and for the great abundance of thine enchantments ; 
which the Chaldeans were very famous for ; this is 
another reafon given for their deftruction; fee Dan. 
il. 2. or, 7” the multitude of thy forceries™, ec. 
notwithftanding thefe, her deftruction fhould come 
upon her, which her forcerers and enchanters could 
neither forefee nor prevent. Sorceries are afcribed 
to myftical Baéylon, and as the caufe of her ruin, 
Rev. iX..21. and xviii. 23. 
¥. 10. For thou haft trufted in thy wickednefs, 
&c,] In wealth and power wickedly obtained ; in 
political fchemes wickedly contrived; in her am- 
bition and pride, tyranny and cruelty; and efpe- 
cially in her wicked arts of aftrology, divination, 
and magic: thou haft faid, none feeth me, lay her 
fchemes of policy, which fhe thought fo deeply 
laid, as not to be difcovered ; perform her magic 
arts, which were fecretly done, and other her 
wicked actions done in the dark ; but nothing can 
be hid from the omnifcient God: shy wif/dom and 
thy knowledge, it hath perverted thee; her high opi- 
nion of her own wifdom and knowledge in politi- 
cal affairs, or in magic arts, deceived her, and 
turned 
is JPY", thy latter end; which 
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turned her from right to wrong ways, which iffued 
in her ruin. This rightly defcribes the jefuits and 
other emiflaries of the church of Rome, who truft 
in their wickednefs, their craft and cunning, which 
none can penetrate into, but there is an all-feeing 
eye upon them, which difcovers their intrigues, 
blaits their defigns, and brings them into confu- 
fian : and thou haft faid in thine heart, Iam, and 
none élfe- befides me; none fo wife and knowing as 
mylelf. This is what the oracle faid of the Cbal- 
deans.", “© the Chaldeans and the Hebrews are the 
‘* only wife.” This is repeated, to obferve the 
haughty and infolent boafts of themfelves. 

y. 11. Therefore foall evil come upon thee, &c.] 
The evil of punifhment, a great calamity ; fo Ne- 
buchadnezzar foretold, as Abydenus relates °, that 
, acalamity fhould come upon the Babylo- 
nians; a day of evil, becaufe of the above fins 
Babylon was guilty of : thou fhalt not know from 
whence it rifeth ; from what quarter it will come, 
little dreaming of Cyrus, with whom the Chal- 
deans had had no quarrel. So myftical Badylon 
will not know from whence her ruin will come ; 
little thinking that the kings of the earth, who 
have committed fornication with her, and have 
given their kingdoms to her, will hate her, and 
burn her flefh with fire: or, thou fhalt not know the 
morning of if°; that is, on what day, or at what 
time it will be. Babylon was taken when it was 
not thought of, as appears from the book of Da- 
niel, and prophane hiltory. Ariffotle? reports, that 
it was faid, that the third day after Babylon was 
taken, one part of thé city did not know that it 
was taken. Or the fenfe is, this day of evil and 
calamity fhould be fuch a dark and gloomy day, 
there fhould be no light in it, it fhould be as the 
night, and therefore its morning or light fhould 
not be known, fo Aben Ezra: and smifchief fall 
fall upon thee; contrived for others ; the pit dug 
for others, fhe fhould fall into herfelf: tho’ the 
phrafe feems to denote the mifchief coming from 
above, by the hand of heaven, and fuddenly and 
irrefiftibly ; which fhould fall with weight and ven- 
geance upon her, to the crufhing and utter deftruc- 
tion of her: thou fhalt not be able to put it off ; 
or, 40 expicte it", and atone for it, either by prayers 
and intreaties, which God will not regard, y. 3. 
or by gifts, or-by ranfom-price, by gold and fil- 
ver, which the Medes and Perfians were no lovers 
of, ch. xiii. 17: and defolation fhall comé upon thee 
fuddenly, which thou foalt not know that. is, be- 
fore-hand; neither the perfons from whom, nor the 
time when it fhall come; notwithftanding their a- 
{trologers, diviners, and monthly prognofticators, 
pretended to tell what would come to pafs every 
day; but not being able by their art to give the 
Jeaft hint of Badylon’s deftruction, as to either time 
or means, the Chaldeans were in great fecurity, 
quite ignorant of their ruin at hand, and which 
therefore came fuddenly and unawares upon them, 
as will the deftruction of myftical Babylon. 

¥, 12. . Stand ‘now with thine enchantments, and 
s%th the multitude of thy forcertes, 8cc.] An ironi- 
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fiance to them, calling upon the mafters of them’ 
to do their utmoft by them: wherein thou baft la> + 
boured from thy youth ; from the infancy of their 
{tate ; as foon as their monarchy was founded, or — 
they became a people, they were given to thefe~ 
practices, and were famous for them ; and in which,” 
no doubt, many among them were brought up’ 
from their youth; and to gain the knowledge of 
which they were at great labour and expence ; and” 
yet it was all in vain, and to no purpofe: #f fo 
be thou foalt be able to profit, if fo be thouw mayeft 
prevail ; if fkill in thefe things can be of any 
advantage to keep off the impending Sarees” 
and fortify again{ft the. powerful enemy that will 
quickly furprize thee; try if by thine art thou canit 
forefee the danger, and prevent it. vor Die * 
¥. 13. Thou art wearied in the multitude of thy 
counjels, 8cc.| ‘Taken of aftrologers, diviners, and 
foothfayers; who were never able to give any fatis- ° 
factory anfwers to queftions put to them, or to 
give good advice in cafés of emergency ; ‘as ap~ 
pears from Nebuchadnezzar’s confultation with them’ 
about his dream ; and Be//bazzar’s about the hand=-" 
writing upon the wall, which was the very night 
that the city was taken, Dam. ii. 2, 10. and y. 7, 
8, 30: let now the aftrologers , or, viewers of the 
heavens * not that look upon them, and confider 
them as thework of God’s hands, in order to glorify 
him ; but that examine the face of the fkies, i 
the pofition of the heavenly bodies, their conjun 
tions with, and afpects on each other, in order to 
foretel what fhall be below : or, the dividers of the 
heavens‘, as it may be rendered, from the ufeof 
the word in the Arabic language; who divide the ' 
heavens into fo many parts or houfes; who, as” 
Kimchi», from the fame ufe of the word, fix and» 
determine things according to the ftars 5 and who ' 
next are called she ftar-gazers ; that look at them, © 
and according to their pofition, conjunétion, afpett; 
and influence, judge what will come to pafs: amon 
men. So Cicero obferves *, that the Chaldeans, by 
long obfervation of the ftars, were thought to have | 
formed a fcience, whereby they could foretel whats - 
fhould happen to every one, and what fate he was” 
born to: the monthly prognofticators , ot that make” 
known months, or for the months *, what fhall ‘be 
in every month; what weather it will be, and what» 
things fhall happen fuch as our almanack-makers. » 
Let thefe now all meet together, and fland up and’ 
fave thee from thofe things that fhall come upon thee 5 
which they were never able to do; for if they could: 
not foretel thefe things by their art, it could not’ 
be thought they could give any directions how tow 
efcape them, or put upon any methods that would 
fecure from them. Le SSG 
¥. 14. Bebold they fhall be as fiubble, the fire foall 
burn them, &c.| That is, thefe aftrologers and dis» 
viners fhall be like ftubble; weak as that, as the» 
Targum, they fhall be no more able to ftand be= 
fore the fire of divine wrath, or before the judg 
ments of God, by the hands of the Mes 
Perfians, than ftubble can ftand before a confuming 
fire: they hall not deliver themfelves from the power 
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fhall-come upon them like flames of fire; and if 
they, can’t deliver themfelves by their art.and flkill, 
how) fhould they deliver others? there fhall not de 
a coal'ta warm, nor fire to fit before it; ftubble, 
when burnt, leaves no coals to warm a man with; 
and tho’ it gives a blaze for a fhort time, while 
burning, it is quickly out, and gives no light nor 
heat for a man to fit by, fo that there is little or 
no. profit by it; which fignifies, that there were 
no hope, or help, or comfort, to be expected from 
thofe forts of perfons. 

v.15. Thus foall they be unto thee, with whom 
thou haft laboured, &c.| In training them up in 
thofe arts, and in confulting with them in cafes 
of difficulty ; in which they were of no fervice, 
and now in time of danger as ufelefs as ftubble, 
or a blaze of ftraw : even thy merchants from thy 
youth, either the above aftrologers and diviners, 
who» had been with them from the beginning of 
their ftate; and whe had made merchandize of 
them, and were become rich as merchants by tell- 
ing fortunes, and predicting things to come by 
the ftars ; which fenfe our verfion leads to by fup- 
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r i \HE prophefy of this chapter is concerning 
the deliverance and falvation of the Yews, 
and is addreffed unto them; who are defcribed by 
their natural defcent and lineage, and by their 
hypocrify in religious things, ¥, 1, 2, By their 
obitinacy and impudence, and. by their pronenefs 
to idolatry, and to afcribe that to idols which 
belonged to God; which were the reafons why the 
Lord foreteld all former things to them, before 
they came to pafs, ¥. 3, 4,5. And for the fame 
reafons alfo he declared unto them what fhould 
be hereafter, particularly the deftruction of Baby- 
lon; and their deliverance by Cyrus, ¥. 6,75 8. 
From which account of them it would clearly ap- 
pear, that ic was not for any merits of theirs, but 
for his own name’s fake, for his own glory, that 
he chofe them, purified, and faved them as gold: 
tried in the fire, v.9, 10, 11.' He obferves his 
own perfections, his eternity and immutability, 
and power difplayed in creation, to engage their 
faith in the promife of deliverance, ¥. 12, 13. 
and points out the deliverer Cyrus, a type of Chritt, 
whom he loved, called, fent, and made him pro- 
fperous, ¥. 14, 15,16. Then he directs them: to 
walk in his: ways, with promifes of peace and 
profperity,, ¥..17,/18, 19. And the chapter is 
concluded with an exhortation to go out of Baby- 
lon with joy, publifhing where-ever they came 
their redemption; and who would be fupplied with 
all neceffaries in their return to their own land; 
only it fhould be obferved, that there was no 
peace or happinefs for the wicked, y¥. 20, 21, 22. 


y. 1. Hear ye this, O boufe of Facob, &c.] Who 
were of the houfe and family, of Facob, his de- 
fcendants and, pofterity ; and who! were of the 
houfé of the God of Facob, had a name and a 

lace there, at leaft in profeflion: which are called 
ca, name of Ifrael; a name given to Facob, be- 
caufe of his prevalence with God in prayer, but 
thefe had only the name, not the thing, however 
not as yet; they were neither praying Zacobs, nor 
previ ig Tracks 5 they were not I/raelites indeed 
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plying the word even; or rather merchants in. a 
literal fenfe, which Babylon abounded with from 
the firft building of it; it being the metropolis 
of the empire, and. the mart of nations: thefe 
upon the deftruction of the city /hall wander every 
one to bis quarter,, or pafage’; to the country 
from whence they came, and to the paflage in that 
part of the city which led unto it; or to the 
paflage over the river Euphrates, which ran thro’ 
the city ; or to the next port, from whence they 
might have a paflage by fhipping to their own 
land: it denotes the fright and fugitive ftate in 
which merchants, from other countries, fhould be 
in, when this calamity fhould come upon Badylon ; 
that they fhould leave their effects, flee for their 
lives, and wander about till they got a paflage 
over to their native place, and be of no fervice to 
the Chaldeans, as follows: none shall fave thee, 
neither aftrologers nor merchants; fo the mer= 
chants of myftical Babylon will get without the 
city, and ftand afar off, and lament her fad cafe, 
but will not be able to help her, Rev. xviii. 15. 


XLVIII. 


and are come forth out of the waters of Judah, that 
is, were of the feed of Fudah, as the Targum, 
Moen Ezra and Kimchi interpret it; thefe were 
waters out of his buckets, as Farchi obferves from 
Numb. xxiv. 7. fo we read of the fountain of Fa- 
cob, Deut. xxxiii. 28.' Thefe were ftreams from 
thence ; they were of the tribe of Fudah, to whom 
the kingdom belonged; from whence was the chief 
ruler; the Shilob, the king Meffiah ,; they were of 
thefe waters, though not born again of water and 
of the fpirit: which fwear by the name of the Lord 
Ged; own him for their God, acknowledge him 
their Lord and king, and folemnly promife to 
ferve him, and yield obedience to him: and make 
mention of the God of Irael ; or remember him * in 
their religious exercifes; invoke his name, fing his 
praifes, afk of him the ordinances of righteoufnefs, 
honour him with their lips, fpeak honourably of 
him, and profefs to remember his works of old at 
their folemn feafts : but not in truth, nor in righ- 
teoufuefss not according to the will of God, nor 
truth of things; nor in the integrity of their hearts, 
but, in an. hypocritical way, and not in fincerity 
and uprightnefs ;:in word and tongue only, not 
in deed and. in. truth ; worfhippers of God they 
were externally, but not in fpirit and truth. 

¥. 2. For they call themfelves of the boly_city, 
&c.]. The city Ferufalem, fo called becaufe the 
temple, the place of divine worfhip, was in it, the 
refidence of the holy one of. J/rae/: they valued 
themfelves, not only upon their being of the family of 
Facob, and of the tribe of Fudab, but that they were 
inhabitants of Ferufalem, the holy city; as many 
now. call themfelves fellow-citizens with the fainrs, 
and of the houfhold of God, when. they are 
{trangers both to God and his people in the expe- 
rimental knowledge of things: and ftay themfelves 
upon the God of Ifrael ; profeffed ta truft in the 
Lord, and lean upon him, and rely upon his 
power and providence, his mercy and goodnefs, 
and expect all needful things from him, renoun- 
cing all confidence in the creature ; and yet at the 
fame time acted an hypocritical part, their faith 
' . was 
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was feigned ; fee Mic. iii 11. The Lord of hofts 
is bis name, whom they profeffed to be their God 
and Father, their Lord and Hufband, their Savi- 
our and Redeemer ; who has all power in heaven 
and in earth, and does according to his will in both 
worlds, having the hofts of angels, and armies of 
men at his command, and therefore fo called. 

¥. 3. Lhave declared the former things from the 
beginning, 8cc.] From the time of their firft an- 
ceftors, from the time of Abraham their father, to 
whom was declared what fhould befal his pofterity; 
that they fhould fojourn in Egypt, be afflicted there, 
and come out from thence with great fubftance ; 
that they fhould be brought into the land of Ca- 
naan, and fettled in it, the inhabitants of it being. 
driven out before them, Gen. xv. 13-18. And 
they went forth out of my mouth, and I fhewed thent; 
they were told to 4brabam by word of mouth ; 
they were fhewn to him in prophecy: J did them 
fuddenly, and they came to pafs; for very quickly 
thefe things began to take place, even in Abra- 
bam’s time; for his feed being a ftranger in a 
land not theirs, and afflicted near four hundred 
years, muft be reckoned from the birth of [aac ; 
and all which exactly came to pafs as was fore- 
told; not one thing which the Lord had fpoken 
of failed; all was punctually fulfilled, od. xxi. 
45. 
- ¥. 4. Becaufe I knew that thou art obftinate, &c.] 
Or hard *,; hard-hearted, an obdurate and rebelli- 
ous people, contradicting and gainfaying : and thy 
neck is as an iron finew; ftiff-necked, inflexible, 
not compliant with the will of God, and his com- 
mands; unwilling to admit his yoke, and bear it: 
and thy brow brafs; impudent, not afhamed of 
fin, nor blufhing at it, refufing to receive cor- 
rection for it, having an whore’s forehead. This 
the Lord knew and foreknew, and. therefore de- 
clared beforehand what would come to pafs unto 
them ; who otherwife would have had the affu- 
rance to have afcribed them to themfelves, or their 
idols, and not to him. 

¥.5. Ihave even from the beginning declared it 
to thee, &c.] From the beginning of their be- 
ing a people, even before they were formed into 
a body politic ; yea, from the original of them, 
from the time of Abraham their anceftor, as before 
obferved : before it came to pafs, I fhewed it thee , 
fome -hundreds of years before ; firft to Abraham, 
then to J/aac, then to Faced, then to Fofeph, and 
then to Mofes, and by him to the children of 
Tjrael : left thou foouldeft fay, mine idol hath done 
them, and my graven image, and my molten image 
hath commanded them or my libation or fufion of 
wine, oil, or blood, by which, as by other things, 
they made conjectures of what was to come to 
pafs ; fo Gufetius » interprets the laft word; left they 
fhould afcribe their deliverance out of Exypt to the 
, idols they made and worfhipped, being a people 
prone. to idolatry; as they did when they made a 
golden-calf, and danced about it, Exod. xxxii. 4. 
This the Lord knew before-hand, and therefore 
to prevent this ftupidity, or convince them/of it, 
he foretold what fhould come to pafs, ‘whith their 
idols were never able to do, 

¥. 6. Thou haft heard, fee all this; and will ye 
not declare it? 8&c.] You have heard of all thefe 
things, how they were foretold before they were; how 


they came to pafs exaétly as they were prediéted ; | 
now look over thefe prophecies, and compare them | 
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with the events ; fee the exact completion of them; 


and when you have fo done, can you.be fo ftout-" 
hearted and impudent as to deny them, or not own’ 
and confefs them? J have /hewed thee new things from 
this time, even hidden things, and thou didft not know 
them; meaning the deftructiqn of the Babylonife- 
empire, and the deliverance of the Fews by Cyrus, 
prophefied juft now in the preceding chapters 5 
things not yet come to pais, newly revealed, which 
were hidden in the breaft of God, and unknown 
to them until prophefied of ; and which were ty- 


pical of redemption by the incarnate Son of Ged, 


whofe incarnation, and falvation by him, were new, 


unheard-of, and wonderful things; and of the 


new flate of things under the gofpel-difpenfation, 
when all things fhould become new; the doétrines 
and ordinances of ‘which are new ; the whole 
gofpel is an hidden myftery, and unknown to 
men till revealed and made known: by the Spirit 
of God. 

y. 7. They are created now, and not from the be- 


‘ginning, &c.] Not that they were now done or 


brought into being, for as yet Cyras was not born; 
though the raifing of him up, and holding his 
right hand, and his executing the counfel of God, 
are fpoken of as if they were already done, be- 
caufe of the certainty of them, ch. xlv. 1, 13. 
and xlvi. 11. Aben Ezra interprets created by 
decreed ; though thefe were not now decreed by 
God; for no new decrees are made by him ; but 
thofe which were made by him of old were now 
revealed and made manifeft by propheey, which 
is the fenfe of the phrafe; fo Kimchi obferves, * the 
time when they went out of the mouth of God 
‘“‘ is the time of their creation.” ‘Thus in like 
manner the incarnation of ‘Chrift, his: fuffering 
and death, and falvation by him, things decreed 
from eternity, are fpoken of in this’ prophecy as . 
if a€tually done, becaufe of the clear mianifefta- 
tion and certainty of them: even before the day, 
when thou heardeft them not, they were in the breaft 
of God, kept and referved in his mind, and there- 
fore are before called ‘hidden things, before the 
Ifraelites heard any thing of them as were the 
things refpecting Chrift, and falvation by him; which 
were not only in God, ‘who created all things by 
Chrift, but were revealed before the Jraelites had 
any knowledge of them, even to Adam and Eve, 
immediately after their fall; and were fpoken of 
by all the holy prophets from the beginning of the 
world : Jeff thou foouldeft fay, behold, I knew thems 
left they fhould afcribe their prefent knowledge of 
thern to their own fagacity and penetration; as if 
they were not obliged to a divine revelation, but 
of themfelves. had got the fecret, and became ac- 
quainted with thefe things. & : 2 a 
¥. 8. Yea, thou heardeft not, yea, thou k 
not, yea, from that time that thine-ear 
opened, 8c.) This, as Kimchi rightly obfe 
{aid by way of reproof, fhewing that they v 
far from knowing thefe things before the pr 
of them was given out, that when it wa 
did not hearken or liften to them they dic 
underftand them, nor receive and ent eae 
but turned a deaf ear to them; their heart: 
hardened, and they given up to 
mind ; which was the cafe of the - 
when the Meffiah, the antitype of | 
and there was a more clear revela 
truths, a8 was foretold, J vi. 9,10. Fe 
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“« heard the words of the pd ae yea, thou haft | A/ver*; not in a furnace of filver, as Aben Ezra ; 


** not, received the doétrine of the law; yea, thou 
‘© haft not inclined thine ear to the words of the 
** bleffings and curfes of the covenant I made 
“ with thee at Horeb:” for I knew that thou 
wouldet deal very treacheroufly,;. with God, and 
with one another, as they did; and were, as fe- 
remiah calls them, an affembly of treacherous men; 
arid efpecially fo they were in Chrift’s time, and 
to him; one of his own difciples treacheroufly 
betray’d him into the hands of the Yews, and they 
delivered him into the hands of the Gentiles to 
be crucified and flain ; all which he knew before- 
hand, John vi. 64. Matt. xx. 18, 19. And fo 
the Lord knows all the wickednefs and unfaith- 
fulnefs of men, and of his own people, who are 
by nature children of wrath, as others ; yet this 
hindered not the defigns of his grace, and the dif- 
coveries of his love to them, after expreffed : and 
waft called a tranfgreffor from the womb, from the 
time of their civil birth, as a people and ftate, 
God was their father that fettled and eftablifhed 
them ; in this fenfe they were his children, whom 
he begot, brought up, and nourifhed; though 
they rebelled againft him, and as foon almoft as 
born, foon after they came out. of Egypt, which 
were the days of their youth, of their infancy as 
a church and people; witnefs their murmurings 
and unbelief, their idolatry in making a golden 
calf, and worfhipping it: and this is applicable 
to every particular perfon, and his natural birth, 
éven to every one of God’s elect; who are all 
conceived in fin, and fhapen in iniquity; go aftray 
from God .from the womb ; and the. imagination 
of whofe heart is evil from their youth, and are 
continually tranfgreffing the righteous law of God, 
and therefore juftly deferve this name. 

¥. 9. For my name’s fake will I defer mine anger, 
&c.] From age to age for thofe fins which had 
been committed, and continued in ever fince they 
The above account of them fhows, 
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ple to praife him, which he would not, {hould they 
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“¥. 10. Behold, I bave refined thee, but not with 


fiver, &e.} But it is not wfual to refine with filver ; 


“not filver with filver, nor any other metal ‘with it; 
that itfelf is what is refined ; this therefore can- 
not be the fenfe of the words ; wherefore they are, 
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but ix a furnace of poverty, as’ the Septuagint, Vul- 
gate Latin, and Syriac verfions render the next 
claufe ; and to the fame fenfe the Targum; that 
is, I have tried, and purified, and refined thee, 
not by profperity but adverfity; not with riches, 
which has its fhares, temptations, trials and exer 
cifes, but with poverty, which alfo has the fame 
or greater ; and therefore Agur defired neither, 
Prov. xxx. '8,'9. By others, but not into filvers, 
fo as to’make filver of them, whereby all the la- 
bour was loft ; but this is contrary to the follow- 
ing claufe: by others, not for the fake of filver'; 
fo the Septuagint verfion; or for the ‘gain of it, 
as the Arabic ; which fenfe fugsefts, that God was 
no gainer by their afflictions ; what he did was 
freely, without money or price, and all the ufe 
and profit were to themfelves; fee Pf xliv. 12. 
Others think, that inftead of Beth, in, it fhould be 
Caph, as; a note ef fimilitude, and be rendered, 
but not as filver®: but that the text is corrupted, 
and ought to be thus altered, there, is no authority 
for it, and befides is contrary to feveral exprefs 
paffages of {cripture, Pf Ixvi. 10.° Zech. xiii. 9. 
Mal. iii. 3. Rather therefore it fhould be render 
ed, but not among fillver®, ‘along with that, which 
requires a fierce fire, is kept in the furnace or. 
melting-pot until all the drefs is confumed >‘ but 
if God was to afflict his people to fuch a degree, 
they would not be able to bear it; and if they were 
to continue under his afflicting hand till all their 


tdrofs, fin, and corruption were removed, they 


would be utterly confumed ; was he to contend, 
or be wroth for ever, the fpirit would fail before 
him, and the fouls that he has made; wherefore 
he does not affli& in this fierce and furious man- 
ner, but gently and gradually, in meaftre, in 
mercy, and not in ftri€t juftice, 1 Cor. x. 13. I 
xxvii. 8, 9. and lvii. 16. Yer. x. 23. and xxx. 11. 
and by fuch gentle means he refines and brightens 
the graces of his people, tries and proyes their 
principles and profeffion, and reforms their’ man- 
ners: I have chofen thee in the furnace of afflittion ; 
fuch was the affliction of Z/rael in Egypt, called 
the irom furnace, Deut. iv. 20. and as God has his 
furnace to punifh and confime his enemies,’ fo he 
has his furnace to try, purge and purify his peo-: 


| ple, J. xxxi. 9, and which is a fiery one, and very’ 


grievous dnd diftreffing, ‘ efpecially. when the wrath 


| of God is apprehended in it, though fury is not in’ 
{him when he affliéts, it is all in love, and there- 


fore is faid to chu/e his people at fuch a time; which" 


Ji. tobe underftood not of their election to grace 


and'slory ; for that is not done in time, but in 


}eternity, and is of them, not as tranfgreffors, or’ 
‘|\as ‘in the corrupt maf$, but as in the pure mafs’ 
| of ‘creatute-fhip : ‘rather of vocation, which is the: 
| fruit, ‘and effet, and evidence of election, and is 
{iexprefied by chufing, Yobn xv. 19. 1 Cor. i. 26. 
5 and that he might have a peo-. 


and fometimes affliétions have been the means of 
it; or God has in them, or by them, brought 
them to himfelf, as he did Manajfeb: but it feems 
beft of all to underftand it of the manifeftation 
of election; God fométimes under afflictive provi- 
dences appears to his people, and tells them, that 
ihe has loved them with an everlafting love, and 
affures them, that they are his chofen ones ; he 
bia.) +h knows 
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knows their fouls, and owns them as his own in 
their adverfities ; befides, in afflicting them, he 


deals with them as his children and chofen ones ; 


and becaufe they are fo, he takes the pains he does 
with them, which he does not with others, to 
purge and purify them, Pf xxxi. 7. Hed, xii. 7. 
Moreover, he makes them choice and excellent 
perfons by afflictions; they come forth out of them 
as choice filver and pure gold; they gain thereby 
many choice experiences of the love and grace of 
God, and of the truths of the gofpel, and of the 
promifes of it : affiicted faints are commonly the 
choiceft belicvers ; they become thriving and flou- 
rifhing chriftians, humble and holy ones ; more fit 
for their mafter’s ufe, more weaned from the world, 
and wrought up for heaven and happinefs. Some, 
as Farchi and Aben Ezra, render the words, J bave 
chofen for thee the furnace of affitiion', or thee for 
the furnace of affuction, afflictions are chofen and 
appointed for the people of God, and they are 
chofen for, and appointed unto afflictions, ab xxiii. 
14. 1 Theff. iii. 3. Some, as Aben Ezra and Kim- 
chi obferve, by. the change of a letter, read Ba- 
chantica, have proved thee, or tried thee, inftead of 
Bachartica, I bave chofen thee, but without any 
reafon. 

y. 11. For mine own fake, even for mine own 
Jake will I doit, &c.| Defer his anger, not cut 
off his people and deftroy them, but redeem and 
fave them: this, in the literal fenfe, refpects the 
redemption and deliverance of the Fews by Cyrus 
from the Babylonifh captivity; which the Lord did, 
not for any deferts of theirs, but for the fake of 
his own honour and glory; or, as the Targum, 
*¢ for my name, and for my word ;” which is re- 
peated here again and again for the confirmation 
of it, and that it might be more obferved. In 
the myftical fenfe, it refpects redemption and fal- 
vation by Chrift, of which the former was typical : 
for how fhould my name de polluted? blafphemed 
and evil fpoken of among the nations of the world; 
who would be ready to fay, that either the Lord 
did not love his people, and was not mercifully 
difpofed towards them; or that he could not fave 
them, and that their hands, or their gods, were 
mightier than he; fee Deut. xxxii. 26, 27. and I 
will not give my glory to another , to another peo- 
ple, as the Yargum, or to another god; fee the 
note on ch. xlii. 8. 

¥.12. Hearken unto me, O Facob, and Tfrael my 
called, &c.] Called before out of Egypt, and now 
out of Babylon, and who had the name of God 
called upon them, and who called upon the name of 
the Lord ; fo fuch who are called with an holy call- 
ing, according to the purpofe and grace of God, 
by the Spirit and grace of Chrift, unto fellowfhip 
with him, to partake of his grace here, and glory 
hereafter, are ftiled the called of Fefus Chrifi, Rom. 
i. 6. and who feems to be the perfon here fpeaking, 
as appears from the following claufe: and it may 
be obferved, that Facob and Lrael are defcribed here 
in a different manner from what they are in the be- 
ginning of the chapter, fince the Lord had de- 
s{ared his defigns of grace towards them, and that 
he had chofen them, and would fave them for his 
name’s fake ; which they had reafon to believe he 
could and would do, from the account which he 
gives of himfelf. and they are called upon to 
hearken to him, as follows, Tam he, Iam the firft, 
and I alfo am the Jaf , the everlafting I am, the im- 


myftical Babylon, deftroy antichrift, ar 


A He Che xiviii dirt ag, 


mutable Jehovah, the A/pha and Omega, the be- 
ginning and the ending, the firft caufe, and’ lat 
end of all things; phrafes expreffive of the felf- 
exiftence, fupremacy, eternity and immutability 
of Chrift, Rev. i. 8, 17. and what is it that fuch 
a fovereign, eternal and unchangeable being can- 
not do? | te at 
¥. 13. Mine hand alfo hath laid the foundation 
of the earth, 8cc.] Which is afcribed to the wif 
dom, word, and Son of God, Prov. iii. 19. Heb. 
i. 10. This Aden Ezra and Kimchi interpret of © 
the left-hand *, feeing the work of the heavens is 
afcribed to the right-hand in the following claufe 5 
the earth being lefs honourable than the jheavens: 
and my right-hand hath [panned the heavens; ftreteh= 
ed them out as a curtain or canopy over the earth, 
and meafured them out with a fpan, as eafily: 
a man meafures any thing with his hand; fee chi 
xl, 12, when I call unto them, they fiand up toge- 
ther ; or I called them, and they flood up together, as 
the Targum, and fo may refer to the firft creation of 
them,when at the word of God, and by his almighty. | 


fiat, they rofe into being at once, P/, xxxiii. 9. 


Kimchi obferves; that the houfes of Aii/ell and 
Shammai were divided about this matter, which 
were created firft, the heavens or the earth 3 at 
which R. Simeon ben Fochai wondered, fince, accord- 
ing to the text, they were both created togetlier *5 
though this may be underftood of the confiftence 
and permanency of the heavens and the earth, 
being upheld by the Lord, and by the word of his 
power, and of the ready obedience of the heavenly 


bodies to do his will, who, like fervants, rife up 


at once at the word of his command; fee ch; 
xl. 26. ; oh ar aks 

¥.14. All ye affemble yourfelves, and bear, 8c} 
That is, the people of the Fews, Facob and T/rael 
his called, before addreffed; who are bid to gather 
together, and draw nigh, that they might ‘hear 
what the Lord had to fay to them: which among 
them hath declared thefe things? that are future,. 
that concern the redemption and falvation of J/rael? 
which of all the idols among the nations, or of 
the priefts and foothfayers among them, whom the 
ews were prone to liften to, that could foretel 
things to come, fuch as thefe the Lord had faid 
fhould be? the Lord bath loved him; not Drael, 
as the Targum; but Cyras, whom the Lord loved" 
as a man, as he does all his creatures ; and whom 
he diftinguifhed from others, by beftowing éxcel-. 
lent qualifications on him ; and whom he raifed 
to great dignity, and gave him great honour, by 
ufing him as an inftrument in his hand for the de-” 
liverance of his people; and who was a type of 
Chrift, the dear Son of God’s love, in whom he 
is always well pleafed. He will do bis pleafure on 
Babylon, and bs ari thall be on the Chelan’ Cte 
he fhall do as he pleafes with Babylon, and with his’ 
army deftroy the Cha/deaus; or he fhall do the. 
pleaftire of God on Babylon, and deftroy the in 
bitants of it, and deliver his people from ig 
is alfo true ef Chrift, who will do his p: eafure 


antichriftian dtates, with his mighty ; 
with the breath of his mouth, and ‘with the brig) 
nefs of Tis‘ coming.” ° |” "es ae 

oy. 15. J, even I have fpoken, &e. 
do, and what fhall certainly come to pafs ; 
one word of the Lord ever fails ; wha 
fpoken he will make good, what, he has 
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his Son in his council, and in .covenant, or has 
delivered out by promife or prophecy, Numb. xxiii. 
19: yea, J have called him; not Abrabam, as the 
Targum; but Cyrus, whom he called by name, as 
well as called him to his work and office as a de- 
liverer of his people, ch. xlv. 4. and fo he called 
Chrift alfo to his work and office, which he did 
not take to himfelf, but was called of God, Hed.v. 4, 
5: Lhave brought him; from a far country, from 
Perfia to Babylon; and who has alfo brought forth 
his fervant, the branch, the Meffiah, Zech. iii. 8: 
and. he foall make bis way profperous ; or, his way 
foall be profperous ®; being made fo by the Lord, 
who directed his way, and removed all difficulties 
and obftructions in it, ch. xlv. 1,2, 3, 5,13. and 
fo the pleafure of the Lord has profpered in the 
hands of Chrift, who has fucceeded in the work of 
redemption and falvation, he was called to, J/, liii. 
11. thefe are the words of God the Father, con- 
firming what the Meffiah faid in the preceding, 
and who is introduced fpeaking in the next verfe. 

¥. 16. Come ye near unto me, bear ye this, &c.] 
An addrefs to the ews, to attend the miniftry of 
Chrift, and hear the doctrine he had delivered to 
them: I have not {poken in fecret from the beginning ; 
from the beginning of his miniftry; which he ex- 
ercifed not in private houfes, but in the fynagogues 
of the Fews, and in the temple, whither a large 
concourfe of people reforted, Fobn xvili. 20: from 
the time that it was, there am I; from the time that 
his miniftry began there, he was in the fame places, 
in Judea and Galilee, always publickly preaching 
the gofpel, and doing good: or' rather, before the 
time that it was, there was I”; Chrift exifted be- 
fore his incarnation, before he appeared as the 
great prophet in J/rael, he exifted as the word and 
Son of God from all eternity, and was with God 
his Father from everlafting ; he was by him, and 
brought up with him, and lay in his bofom fo 
early: aud now the Lord God and bis Spirit. bath 
fent me; in the fulnefs of time, in the likenefs of 
finful flefh, to preach the gofpel, fulfil the law, 
and to redeem and fave the Lord’s people. Here is 
a glorious teftimony of a Trinity of Perfons in the 
Godhead; Chrift the Son of God is fent in human 
nature, and as Mediator; Jehovah the Father and 
the Spirit are the fenders of him; and fo is a proof 

of the miffion, commiffion, and authority of Chrift, 
who came not of himfelf, but was fent of God, 
Fobn viii. 42. it may be rendered, and now the 
Lord God hath fent me and his Spirit ° ; both were 
fent of God, and in this order ; firft Chrift, to be 
the Redeemer and Saviour; and then the Spirit, 
to be the convincer and comforter ; fee Yohn xiv. 
26. and xv. 26. and xvi. 7, 8. 

y. 17. Thus faith the Lord thy Redeemer, &c.] 
A character peculiar to Chrift, who engaged in co- 
venant to be the Redeemer of his people ; was pro- 
mifed and .prophefied of as fuch ; and who came 
into this world for this purpofe, and has obtained 
eternal redemption: the boly one of I/rael; who 
came of J/rael as man, and as fuch was holy, and 
without any fpot or ftain of fin; and who as God 
is the moft holy, in his nature and works; and 
as Mediator, the fanctifier of J/rael, and is in the 
midft of them as fuch: J am the Lord thy God ; 
and fo fit to be thé Redeemer and San¢tifier of them ; 

' and happy are thofe, who can fay with Thomas, my 
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Lord and my God; and who further defcribes him- 
felf, and declares his work and office: which teach- 
eth thee to profit; or, teacheth thee profitable things 
as the whole of the gofpel-miniftry is, whether it 
refpects doctrines relating to the knowledge of the 
Perfons in the Godhead ; the knowledge of God 
in Chrift ; ‘the perfon and offices of Chrift; and 
the perfon and operations of the Spirit: or to the 
knowledge of man; his loft and depraved. ftate, 
having finned in.Adam, the guilt of his fin is imputed 
to him, and a corrupt nature propagated; the bias of 
the mind being to evil, and man impotent to. all that 
is good : or to the way of falvation by the grace 
of God, as the fruit and effect of the love of 
God ; the doétrines of his eternal love, and of re- 
demption by Chrift; of juftification by his righ- 
teouinefs ; pardon by his blood ; atonement by his 
facrifice ; regeneration by his Spirit and grace ; and 
of the perfeverance of the faints in faith and holinefs. 
Thefe are profitable doctrines, which ferve to dif- 
play the riches of divine grace, make for the glory 
of the Redeemer, and the good of fouls, their 
peace, joy, comfort, and falvation. Thefe are the 
wholefome words of our Lord Jefus. Or whether 
thefe teachings refpect ordinances, which Chrift has 
appointed, and in his word and by his Spirit teaches 
men to obferve; and which are profitable to lead 
to him, are breafts of confolation from him, and - 
the means of {piritual ftrength : or whether they 
regard the duties of religion, the performance of 
good works; which tho’ not profitable to God, and 
not meritorious of any thing from him, yet are 
profitable to men ; to others by way of example, 
and otherwife,; and to the doers of them, who find 
pleafure, peace, and advantage by them. Chrift 
was a teacher of thefe things when on earth, and 
he ftill teaches them by his minifters, whom he. 
commiffions and qualifies, and by his Spirit ac- 
companying their miniftrations : which leadeth thee 
by the way that thou fhouldeft go  Chrift leads his 
people out of the wrong way, in which they natu- 
rally are, into the right way; to himfelf, as the 
way to the Father, and as the way of falvation, 
and unto eternal life ; he takes them by the hand, 
and teaches them to go in the path of faith, and 
to walk in him by it ; he leads them in ‘the ways 
of truth and righteoufnefs, in the high-way of ho: 
linefs, in the path of duty; and tho’ ina rough 
way of afflictions, yet in a right way to heaven and: 
happineds. 

y. 18. O that thou had/t hearkeued to my command- 
ments, &cc.}. Which the Jews did not, but flighted 
and defpifed them, and were not obedient to. them. 
Soin the times of, Chrift, they difregarded his 
doétrines, tho’ fo profitable ; and defpiied his. or-.. 
dinances and commands, which were not grievous; 
they neither hearkened to them themfelves, nor 
would fuffer others ; wherefore our Lord expreffés 
his great concern at it, and his defire, as man, 
after their welfare ; fee Adutt. xxill.. 13, 37 : then 
had thy peace been as a river, their profperity, tem- 
poral and {piritual, had been abundant, and would 
have always continued, have been increafing and 
ever flowing, yea overflowing, like the waters % 
a river, The Targum is, the river Euphrates, 
river which ran thro’ Badylon: but they had no re- 
gard to the things which related to their tempo- 
ral, fpiricual, and eternal peace, thefe were Bi 
rom 
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from their eyes, Luke xix. 42: and thy righteou/- 
nefs as the waves of the fea, large, abundant, nu- 
merous as the waves of the fea; which maypre- 
gard acts of juftice and righteoufnes, viii are 
the fupport of a people and ftate, and bleffings 
the fruit thereof ; and which God of his goodnefs 
beftows on fuch a people, as all kind of profpe- 
rity, protection, fatety, and continuance. 

¥. 19. Thy feed had alfo been as the fand, &c.} 
Upon the fea-fhore, as numerous as that, as was 
promifed to Abraham, Gen. xxii. 17: and the off- 
pring of thy bowels as the gravel thereof , that is, 
of the fand; the little ftones that are in ‘its which 
lie in great numbers on’ the fea-fhore ; the fame 
thing exprefled in different words, denoting the 
number of their pofterity, as it would have been, 
had they received the Meffiah, his doétrines and 
ordinances: it may be rendered, and the offspring, 
or thofe that go out of thy bowels, that ipring 
from thee, are born of thee, as the bowels there- 
of *; that is, of the fea; as what is within it, par- 
ticularly the fifhes of it, which are innumerable ; 
and fo ben Ezra and Farchi interpret it; and which 
fenfe is mentioned by Kimchi and Ben Melech: bis 
name foould not bave been cut off, nor deftrayed from 
before me, the name of J/rael, as the Targum has 
it ; the name of the people of the Fews is no more 
in the land where they dwelt; they are cut off as 
a nation; their city and temple are deftroyed, where 
they appear no more before the Lord; which would 
not have been, had they hearkened to the Mef- 
fiah, embraced his truths, and been obedient to 
his commands. _. 

¥. 20. Go ye forth of Babylon, &c.] Which the 
ews Had leave to do by the proclamation of Cy- 
rus; and fo the people of God will be called ‘to 
come forth out of myftical Babylon before its de- 
ftruction; to which thefe' words are applied, Rev. 
xviii. 4. perhaps this, in the figurative fenfe, may 
be a call to the chriftians in Fernfalem, now be- 


come another Babylon for wickednefs, to come out’ 


of it a little before its ruin; and may be applied 
to the call of perfons by the gofpel, from a ftate 
of confufion, fin, and darknefs, in which they 
are: flee ye from the Chaldeans with the voice of 
finging ; not by ftealth, or thro’ fear, but openly 
and publickly, and with all the tokens and demon- 
ftrations of joy and gladnefs. So the chriftians 
feparated from the unbelieving Fews ; as will the 


followers of the Lamb from the antichriftian ftates,* 


Rev, xix, 1, and fo all that are called by grace, 
fhould flee from’ the company of wicked men: 
declare ye, tell this, utter it even to the end of the 
earth ; this fhews that fomething more than de- 
liverance from the Badylonifh captivity is here in- 
tended; for what had all the ends of ,the earth to 
do with that ? even redemption and falvation by 
Chrift, typified by it. -which the apoftles and mi- 
nifters of the word are here exhorted to declare, 
publifh, and proclaim*to the ends of the earth ; 
Chrift having a people there-to be called ‘and faved 
by him ; and accordingly fuch a declaration ‘has 
been made, Rom. x.':8, fee ch. xlv. 22% Jay ye, 


tie Lord hath redecmed bis fervant Facob; as the | 
people of the ews from’ the Babylonifh captivity, | 
fo the people of God, his fpiritual Facob and L/rael, | 
his’ fons and fervants, from fin, fatan, and. the | 
world, thé law, its curfes, and’ condemnation, by} 
thie precious blood of Chrift, which is the fam and | a 


fubftance of the gofpel-declaration. , 


y. 21. And they thirfted not, when he led ry 


thro the déjerts, 8cc.] As when he led.the people | 
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of I/rael thro? the wildernefs to Canaan’s land, tho” 
they fometimes thirfted for want of water, yet they 
were fupplied with it, by which their thirft was 
extinguifhed, to which the reference here is. So 
when they came out of Babylon, and pafied thro” 
the wafte and defert places which lay between that 
and Fudea, they were fupplied with all ne 5 
| Thus. the apoftles of Chrift, when they tra’ 
thro” the Gentile world, comparable to a d 
publifhing redemption and falvation by Chrift, ha 
every needful fupply, both of temporal and fp 
tual things, they lacked not any thing. “In lik 
manner the people of God, whilft they pafs th 
the wildernefs of this world to the heavenly glory, 
are furnifhed and retrefhed with living water out 
of the fountain and fulnefs of grace in Chrift, of 
which, if a man drink, he fhall thirft no more, 
Fobu iv. 14, fee Jf. xlix. 10: be caufed the waters 
to flow out of the rock for thee y that is, for the 
Traelites in the wildernefs, when they were come 
‘out of Egypt, and wanted water, Exod. xvii. 6. 
Numb. xx. 10, 11 : be clave thé rock alfo, and the 
waters gufbed out; Pf. \xxviii. 15, 16. and cv. 41. 
the rock was’a type of Chrift, from whom the 
living waters of grace flow, to the fupport, fup- 
ply, comfort, and refrefhment of the faints in thi 
world, 1 Cor. x. 4, ‘Grace is often ‘fignified by 
waters, becaufe purifying and cleanfing, reviving 
‘and refrefhing, foftening and fruétifying, and an 
extinguifher of thirft : their gu/bing out denotes the 
abundance of it, which is received from Chrift, - 
not only at. firft converfion, in the regeneration 
and quickening of men; in the pardon of their fins, 
and the juftification’ of their perfons; but in the 
large communications of grace after made, for the 
fupply of their wants: and all which come from 
Chrift the rock, that is higher than they, from. 
whence their bread is given them, and their waters 
are fure unto them; and who is the rock of their 
refuge and falvation: and the cleaving of this rock 
may fignify his fufferings and death ; his being - 
{mitten, bruifed, and broken for’ his people, ‘that 
they may partake of his grace, and the bleffings 
of it. tk i Sea” 
y. 22. There is no. peace, faith the Lord, unto 
the wicked, &c.] ‘To Nebuchadnezzar and hig feed, 


? 


fufed to go out of Babylon, and the |; 
dea, when they might, but continued-a 

idolatrous people, and therefore are threatened 
want of peace and profperity ; or rather the’ 
in the times of Chrift and his apoftles, who 
believed the Meffiah, defpifed his gofpel, and 
je€ted his ordinances ;. the confequence © Ww 
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CHAP. XEIX. 


HIS is a prophecy concerning Chrift, and 
redemption by him; and of the enlargement 

of the church in the latter day, by the converfion 
of Fews and Gentiles; which the ifles, and people 
afar off, are exhorted to liften and hearken’ to, 
delivered out by the prophet, in the perfon of 
Chrift ; who gives an-account of his call to his 
office, and the time of it! of what the Lord did 
for him, and faid unto him, y¥. 1, 2, 3. then fol- 
lows a complaint of his labouring in vain, and a 
correction of it, ¥. 4. and a further declaration of his 
call and appointment to office, and of the feveral 
parts of the work affigned him, with encourage- 
ment to it, ¥. 5, 6. Chrift is again ‘reprefented 
under difcouraging circumftances, as’ defpifed of 
mens abhorred by the nation, and a fervant of ru- 
lers ; who is encouraged by divine promifes, that 
. kings fhould rife up before him, and worthip him ; 
that Ged would be faithful to’ his promife to him, 
and yet chufe him, hear and help him at a pro- 
per time; preferve him, and give him for a cove- 
nant to the people, to the eftablifhment of the 
earth, and making it habitable, ¥. 7, 8. for the 
releafé of prifoners, and feeding, leading, and 
guiding of them, and removing all difficulties out 
of the way, ¥. 9, 10, 11. when the calling of the 
Gentiles is foretold, which would occafion great 
joy in the world, ¥. 12, 13. yet the church is in- 
troduced as complaining that fhe was forfaken of 
God, y. 14.° which is denied, and the contrary 
afirmed ; being dear tothe Lord as a fucking 
child to its mother, and more fo; never forgotten 
by him, and always under his care, ¥. 15, 16. 
and for her comfort, fhe is affured, that thofe who 
had deftroyed and made her wafte, fhould be re- 
moved-; and that fhe fhould have converts. that 
would be an ornament to her, and thefe numerous, 
infomuch that the place of their habitation would 
be too ftrait and narrow, and which would be 
matter of ‘aftonifhment to her, ¥. 17,18, 19, 20, 


- 91. and befides thofe that would be converted in | 


the land of Judea, there would be great numbers 
in ‘the Gentile world converted, by the power of 
God accompanying his gofpel, fet up as a ftandard 
there, kings and queens countenancing and en- 
couraging the intereft of Chrift, y. 22, 23. and 
yet ftill it is queftioned, whether the church fhould 
‘be delivered from her oppreffors, ¥..24. to which 
it is anfwered, that-fhe fhould be delivered, and 
her perfecutors deftroyed ; by which it would be 
known, that the Lord is the Redeemer and Sa: 
viour of his people, ¥. 25, 26. 


¥. 1. Liflen, O ifles, unto me, &c.) Thefe are 
not the words.of Cyrus, as Lyra mentions ; nor 
‘of the prophet [aiah, as Aben Ezra, Kimchi, and 
“other Fewi/h writers think; but of Chrift, call- 
ing upon the inhabitants of the ifles to hearken to 
him; by whom are meant’the inhabitants of iflands 
‘properly fo called, as ours of Great-Britain, and 
~may be chiefly defigned, being a place where the 
gofpel of Chrift came early, and has ‘been long ; 
or all fuch that dwell in countries beyond the fea, 
‘it being ufual with the Fews, to call all fuch coun- 
Vitringa, 
You. 1. N°. 9, 


tries ifles that were beyond fea to them; Chrift 
is the great prophet of his church, and is alone to 
be hearkened unto, and in-all things, Mit. xvii. 
5. Heb. ii. 7: and héarken, ye people, from far ; 
that were afar off fromi'the land of Fudea, as well 
as afar Off from God and Chrift, and the know- 
ledge of him, and of righteoufhefs and falvation 
by him; the Gentile nations are meant; fee Eph. 
ii. 12,°13. for this is ‘to’ be underftood of king- 
doms afar off, as the 7 argum paraphrafes it; and 
not of diftant and future things to be accomplifhed 
hereafter, as Aben Ezra, taking this to be the fub- 
jet they are required to hearken to, and not as 
defcriptive of perfons’ that are to hearken': thé 
Lord ‘hath called me from the womb, to the office 
of 'a-Médiator ; to be’ prophet, ’ prieft, ‘anid kine ; 
to be the Saviour and Redeemer of men; he did 
not affume this'to himfelf, -but was called of God 
his) Father;>Heb. v4, 5, 10. and that not only 
from the womb of his mother Mary, or as foon 
as he was conceived and born of her; but from 
the womb of eternity, from the womb of eternal 
purpofes and decrees; for he was fet forth, or fore- 
ordained in the purpofes of God, to be the propi- 
tiation for fin; and was predeftinated' to be the 
Redeemer before the foundation of the world, even 
before he had a being in this world as man. So 
the Targum, ‘* the Lord, before I was, prepared 
“* or appointed me';” he prepared a body for him, 
and appointed him to be his falvation. The Sy- 
riac verfion joins the words from far to this claufe, 
as do the Septuagint and Arabic verfions, contrary 
to the* accents, and renders them, of @ dong time 
the Lord hath called me, from the womb; even from 
eternity: from the bowels of my mother hath be made 
mention of my name; Farchi interprets this of [/aiah, 
whofe name was fixed and given him by the Lord, 
whilft he was in his mother’s bowels, fignifying 
that he fhould prophefy of falvation and comfort; 
but it is much better to underftand it of Chrift, 
whofe name Fe/us, a Saviour, was made mention 
of by the Lord, whilft he was in his mother’s 
womb, and before he was born, Matt. i. 20, 21. 
Luke i. 31) 35. and ii. 10, 11. for the words may 
be'rendered, before the womb, and before the bowels 
of my mother * , that is, before he was in them. 
yi 2. And he bath made iny mouth like a fharp 
fword, &c.} Or, ** he hath put his words in my 
‘* mouth -as a fharp fword,” as the ‘Targum ; 
namely, the fword-of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God, and is’ fharper than a two-edged 
fword, and is faid'to come out of the mouth of 
Chrift, Epb.-vi. 17. Heb iv. 12. Rev. i. 16. -with 
which he pierces into and cuts the hearts of men, 
and. lays open all their fin and unrighteoufhe(s, 
and cuts down the worft and beft in men, and 
flays all his enemies ; fo his mouth was as a fharp 
fword in the days of -his fleth, to inveigh againtt 
the fins, and to refute’ the errors of the Scribes 
and Pharifees ; as it will be in the latter day, to 
{mite the nations of the earth, Rev. xix. 15, 21: 
‘in the foadow of bis band hath he bid me; in his 
‘counfels and purpofes of old, and in his provi- 
dence ; ‘‘ in the fhadow of his power hath he pro- 
** tected 
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* teed me,” as the Targum; thus he hid and 
protected him from Hered’s cruelty in his infancy ; 
and from the rage and malice of the Scribes and 
Pharifees, who fought often to lay hands on him, 
and take away his life before his time. The ‘ews 
talk very much of the Mefliah’s being hid under 
the throne of glory. .dben Ezra’s remark, that 
the phrafe, be bath bid me, anfwers to the fcabbard 
of afword, before mentioned, is not amifs: and 
made mea polifbed foaft , or, choice arrow* ; which 
being polifhed at the point, or well oiled, and 
fhining, pierces the deeper, . So the doctrines’ of 
Chrift, the words of his mouth, are compared to 
bright andtharp arrows, which make cutting work, 
and) give great pain where they come; as they 
fometimes do like arrows, fwiftly, fuddenly, and 
with great force and power, Pf xlv. 5. Kimchi 
obferves, that he fpeaks of a fharp fword with re- 
{pect to the Fews that’ were near, where a fword 
could reach them; and of a polifhed fhaft or ar- 
row with refpect to the Gentiles afar off, which mutt 
be caft after them: in bis quiver hath be hid me ; 
meaning his fecret purpofes, and his powerful pro- 
tection, as before; which he compares to a quiver, 
a cafe in which arrows are put, becaufe mention 
had been made of a polifhed fhaft or arrow be- 
fore. ; 

¥. 3. And faid unto me, &c.] Both in the ever- 
Jafting council, and when he made a covenant with 
him in eternity; when he found him, and anointed 
him, and laid help on him; and alfo when he 
brought him, his firft begotten, into the world, at 
his incarnation: thou art my fervant ; of his chu- 
fing, appointing, calling, fending, bringing forth, 
and fupporting ; fo he was as Mediator, efpecially 
in his eftate of humiliation, when he appeared in 
the form of a fervant, and came not to be mini- 
ftred unto, but to minifter, and give his life a ran- 
fom for many; thereby to obtain redemption, which 
was the great work and fervice he was appointed 
to; which he readily undertook, and willingly and 
chearfully engaged in, and diligently and faithfully 
performed ; to whom juftly belong the characters 
of an obedient, diligent, prudent, and faithful fer- 
vant ; in anfwering which he fhewed his regard to 
his Father’s will, his love to his people, and his 
great humility and'condefcenfion: O J/rael, a name 
of Chrift, and which properly belongs to him, be- 
ing the antitype of Facob or J/rael ; the head and 
reprefentative of the whole J/rae/ of God; who was 
of J/rael according to the flefh, and an J/raelite in- 
deed in a fpiritual fenfe, and was only fent to the 
loft fheep of the houfe of Jrael.’ I/rael is a name 
of the church, often given to it in this prophecy; 
Chrift and his church, by virtue of the union be- 
tween them, have the fame names; as fhe is fome- 
times called by his names, Chrift, and the Lord 
our righteoufnefs, fo he is here called by her name 
Lrael, 1 Cor, xii. 12. Fer, xxiii. 6.'and xxxiii. 16: 
in whom I will be glorified; this is Jehovah’s end in 
all he does in nature or grace; and is what Chrift 
had in view in working out our falvation ; and all 
the divine perfections are glorified’ in it by him, 
the wifdom, power, faithfulnefs, holinefs, juttice, 
love, grace, and mercy-of God. Some render the 
words actively, ia thee or in whom I will glory * ; 
as his own Son, in whom he is well pleafed, being 
the brightnefs of his glory, and the exprefs image 
of his perfon ; and in whom alfo all the feed of 


Tirael glory, as well as are juftified.. Or, as others;+., 
Jjrael is he, of whom by thee I will glory, or glorify*.;\.4 
meahing, that it was the fpiritual and myftical J/-, 5 
rael, the church, whom he would fave by his Son _, 
and fervant, the Meffiah, and bring to glory.» 44 
¥. 4. Lhen I faid, &c.J The Meffiah faid, by 
way of objection, in a view of what treatment he, 
fhould meet with, or when entered on, his.work, 
and which he found by experience, what. follows: 
I have laboured in vain; this is_not to, be; unders, . 


ftood. of jthe travail of his foul, or of his fufferings, 
and death, -which were, not in vain, but iffued, im, 
the redemption and falvation of his people ; but of, | 
his miniftry.and miracles, and fatiguing journeys 
among the ews; which, with, refpect, to, them,, 
were in Vain; as to their,converfion and reforma-, _ 
tion; they rejecting the Mefiiah, flighting his doce. . 
trines. and miracles, refufing to be gathered by 
‘him, being a faithlefs and perverfe generation; J 
have fpent my flrength for nought, and in vain, by 
frequent preaching and working of miracles, and 
travelling from place to.place: the fame thing is. 
defigned as before, repeated in other words, to ex- 
prefs the certainty of it, to fhew the ingratitude 
and wickednefs of the people, and.to utter the 
complaints of his mind: yet /urely.my judgment is 
with the Lord; or is manifeft before.the Lord, as. 
the Targum the Lord knew that he had called 
him to his office; how prudently, diligently, and 
faithfully he had executed. it ; and what was his 
right and due, and which would be given him 3 
and with this he corrects his former complaint, and 
makes himfelf eafy, and. quiets and fatisfies, his 
mind ; aad my work with my God; or the reward 
of my works is before my God, as the Targunt, _ 
and before: himfelf alfo, , J, xl. 10..as his work 
was affigned him by the Lord, fo his reward was 
promifed him, and which he knew he fhould have; 
and having done his work, he afked>for his re- 
ward, and had it, Fobn xvii. 4, 5. Phil. i...gs 


10. i (oe Sd Ua 
y..5. And now faith the Lord, &c.} Jehovah the 
Father, in confirmation of the call, office, and work. 
of Chrift, which he had declared, y. 1,.3:, that 
formed me from the womb to be bis fervant; who 
pre-ordained him to this fervice before the world 
began, and prepared him for it from the womb of 
his mother Mery, by filling him» with grace and 
wifdom, and with the Spirit without .meafure ; a- 
nointing him with the oil of gladnefs above his fel- 
lows, and fo fitting him as man and Mediator for, 
the preaching of the gofpel, and every, other fer- _ 
vice he called him to: ¢o bring Facob again to bims 
the loft fheep of the houfe of J/rael; God's eleé& 
among the Jews, which were as ftraying fheeps or 
all his chofen people, whether Jews or Genteles, 
which were fcattered abroad, and were afar off from - 
God, whom Chrift was to bring back again, and 
bring nigh unto God, and did: though Sra be 
not gathered ; Pangan only a remnant, accord- 
ing to the eleCtion of grace, the greater part 
fing to be gathered minifterially pe Sit 
rulers not fuffering the common. people to. at 
on his miniftry, Matt. xxiii. 37, It m y 
ferved, that there is a marginal reading of the He 
brew, different from the written. text; inftead, o 
m> not, it is 15 to him; and may be rendred th 
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Which the words are conneéted, and not with the 
following, as the accent Athnach fhows, thus ; the 
Lord appointed and formed me to be his feryant 
to bring back Facod, and that J/rael might be ga- 
thered to him as all the Jrae/ of God, all the 
elect of God were by the fufferings and death of 
Chrift; fee Eph. i. 10. The marginal reading, 
and the writing, may be both retained as in fome 
other places, thus, amd fhall not Ijrael be gathered 
to him? fince he has formed me to bring back 
Jacob to him? verily he fhall. The marginal read- 
ing is followed by the Yargum, and the paflage 
paraphrafed thus, ‘ to return the houfe of Facod 
** to his fervice, and J/rael fhall be brought nigh 
*« to his fear.” And fo it is by Farchi, Aben Ezra 
and Kiincbi, and by the Septuagint, Syriac and Ara- 
bic-verfions, and by Aquila: yet fhall I be glorious 
in the eyes of the Lord; or I fhall be glorious, &c. 
as he was at his baptifm and transfiguration on the 
mount; by the wonderful things done in heaven 
and on earth at the time of his death, at his refur- 
rection from the dead, his afcenfion to heaven, and 
exaltation at the right-hand of God, far above all 
principalities and powers, angels, authorities and 
powers, being fubjeét to him; and by the mini- 
itration of the gofpel in the Gentile world, and 
eae re! when he fhall reign glorioufly in the 
attéer day, and in the new ‘eru/alem-church-ftate : 
and my God fhall be my Jirength; to keep up his 
fpirits under all difcouragements ; to protect him 
from his enemies ; to fupport him in his work as 
man; to carry him through it, and enable him 
compleatly to perform it as he promifed he would, 
and as he did, ¥. 8. fee P/. Ixxxix. 21. and 
- Does: 


¥. 6. And he faid, &c.] Or even be faid ;, namely,’ 


the Lord his God that called, appointed, and 
ftrengthened him for his fervice : it 25 a light thing 
that thou fbouldeft be my fervant to raife up the tribes 
of Facob, and to refiore the preferved of Ifrael; 
the tribes of Facob, and the preferved of Ifrael, are 
the elect of God among the Yews ; though the 
characters agree with all the chofen of God of 
other nations, who are diftinguifhed from the reft 
of the world, and are preferved in Chrift, Fude 1. 
where they are preferved before they are redeemed 
and called ; not from falling in Adam with the reft 
of mankind, nor from the general corruption of 
nature, nor from actual fins and tranfgreffions; yet 
from the condemnation of the law, the damning 
power of fin, and the fecond death; the ground 
of which is, their being in the love of God, in the 
covenant of grace, and in the hands of Chrift : 
and yet notwithftanding this, they are in a moft 
milerable condition as the defcendants of Adam, and 
in a ftate of nature; they are fallen creatures, 
which is fuppofed by the reiing them up by Chrift, 
whofe work it is they fell in Adem, and are fallen 
from a ftate of honour, friendfhip and commu- 
nion with God; from the glorious image inftamp- 
ed on man in his creation ; from righteoufneis and 
holinefs, into fin and mifery, poverty and bege 
into a very low eftate indeed, and are not able to 
raifé up themfelves, being feeble and without 
- ftrength, yea, dead in trefpafies and fins; they 
are gone back from God, and out of the good 


_ way, and are gone aftray like loft fheep, which is’ 


ay sing the reftoring of them : now it is Chrift’s 
work to raife up, reftore or return thefe ; he raifes 
them to’a ftate of juftification and acceptance with 
God, toa better righteoufnefs than they fell from, 
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and to greaterjriches, honour and glory; in-con- 
fequence of redemption by Chrift, they are .raifed 
to a. ftate of race here, and to glory hereafter ; 
they are brought nigh to God, from whom they 
were departed, fo as to have accefs unto him, and 
fellowfhip with him.now,, and to. be with him for 
evermore. Now. to do all. this, is faid to be a 
light thing; it was not fo in itfelf, it was a great 
thing, famous and excellent, to be a fervant of the 
Lord, and to be employed, in fuch work as this ; 
and fo. the Septuagint and Arabic verfions render it; 
but this is.to,be underftood either by way of in- 
terrogation, as by the Targum, Kimchi, Ben Me- 
lech, and. {fo the Syriac. verfion,.is it .4 matter, of 
Jmall moment that thou fhouldeft be my fervant ? 8c. 
furely it is not; or if it,is, I’ll. find. thee-other 
work to do; or elfe it is to be .underftood com- 
paratively, the elect of God among the Jews), be- 
ing few, in comparifon.of thofe among the Gen- 
tiles; wherefore it was not. work enough, nor ho- 
nour enough,. only to. be employed in the redemp- 
tion of them :, and therefore it follows, J will al/o 
give thee for a light to the Geutiles,, which fuppotfes 
the Gentiles to bein .a ftate of darknefs, as they 
were before the coming of .Chrift;, and. the. mini- 
{tration of. the gofpel to them; they were in the 
dark about ,the divine being, the unity of God, 
and the perions in the Godhead; about the wor- 
fhip of God ; about a future ftate, and about their 
own fltate and condition; and about revelation, 
the truths, doctrines, and ordinances of it : and 
this exprefles, that. Chrift fhould be a Uight to 
them, as he has. been, not only in a way of na- 
ture, as he is to every man, but ina way of fpe- 
cial grace, through the miniftry of the word; not 
in his own.perfon, for he only preached in Fadea, 
but by his apoftles, by whom. he went and preach- 


ed peace to them afar off; and particularly he 


was fo to them by his. fpirit, as a fpirit of illumi- 
nation ; and fo they came to.have light in divine 
things, and which. is a gift of the free grace of 
God. Simeon has refpect to this paffage, Luke ii. 
32. and the apoftle Pawi cites it, and applies it, to 
gofpel-times, As xiii. 47. it follows, that thou 
mayeft be my falvation unto, the end of the earth, 
Chrift was given, that he might be the author of 
that falvation, which God had chofen and appointed 
his people to, and provided for them in covenant ; 
and that being the dalvation of his own people, he 
calls it his own falvation ; and which fhould reach 
to them all every. where, in the feveral parts.of the 
world, and the .corners.and ends of it, eaft, weft, 
north. and. fouth, where-ever. they were. Kimchi 
refers this to. the faving.of the Gentiles, after the 
war of Gog and Magog, yet to come and with it 
compares J/. Ix. 3. and Ixvi..23. 

¥.7. Thus faith the Lord, the redeemer of Ijrael, 
and bis bely one, &c.].. Thefe, are. all,the-titles of 
the Father of Chrift, who is the Jebevah,, the felf- 
exiftent being, and from whom all have their be- 
ing ; theredeemer of I/rael, being concerned with his 
Son in the redemption,of his people, in the. con- 
triving and fettling the. method of it, and bringing 
it about ; and his holy one,.or the holy one of J/rael, 
the fanctifer of them, together with the. bleffed 
Spirit; who fpeaks the following words, not to the 
prophet J/aiab, as Aben Ezra, nor to the people of — 
the Fews, as the Targum, Farchi and Kimchi, but 
to Chrift: to Lim whom man defpifeth, whom the 
Jews defpifed, becaufe of the meannefs of his de- 
‘feent, parentage and ‘education ; becaufe of his 
: doctrines, 
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doétrines, difciples and followers,; and becaufe his 
kingdom: was ‘not of this world, and came not 
with ‘obfervation: or whom a foul defpifeth, or. is 
defpifed in foul™ 5 heartily defpifed, as Chrift was ; 
or who defpifeth his foul*, or life; as-Chrift did his, 
for the fake of his people, for whom he freely laid 
his life down, and made his foul an offering for 
fin: to him whom the nation abborreth, the nation 
of the Yews abhorred Chrift, his perfon, doétrine 
and miracles ; they hated him, and would not have 
him to rule over them ; they perfecuted him, and 
fought to flay him, and at laft delivered him up to 
the Romans to be crucified: to @ fervant of rulers ; 
of Yewifh rulers, in fubjection to them, being made 
under the Jaw ; and of Gentile rulers, paying tri- 
bute to Ce/ar, and’when fcourged by Pilate, and 
crucified by his order, which was’ the ufual death 
of fervants or flaves. - But tho’ he was fo ill ufed, 
defpifed and abhorred, ~ he is encouraged by his di- 
vine Father, and great glory andhonour are promifed 
him + kings fhall fee and arife, princes alfo fhall wor- 
joip , they fhall fee the glory and majefty of Chritt, 
and rife up in reverence of him, and fall down be- 
fore him, and worfhip him ; which has had its ac- 
complifhment ‘in part in Conflantine, Theedofius, 
Valentinian and other chriftian princes, and will 
have a further fulfilment in the latter day; fee 
y¥. 23. and ch. lx. 3. and Pf lxxii.10, 11. This 
paflage is interpreted by the ews of the Meffiah ’: 
becaufe of the Lord that is faithful, to his promifes 
to him, in raifing him from the dead, and giving 
him‘ glory; in exalting him at his own right- 
hand; in giving him gifts for men, which he be- 
ftowed on them ; in fpreading and fucceeding his 


gofpel in the Gentile world; and in the enlarge-- 


‘ment of his kingdom and intereft in it ; all which 
obliged, and will oblige the kings and princes 
of the earth to own him, and pay homage to 
him: and the holy ‘one of Ifrael, and he foall 
chufe thee; or make it appear that he has chofen 
thee to be the faviour and redeemer of his ‘people, 
the head of the church, and the judge of the whole 
world. 

¥.8. Thus faith the Lord, &c.] \Thefe are the 
words of God the Father to his Son continued ; 
the Fews themfelves interpret them of the Meffiah?: 
in an acceptable time have 1 heard thee ; this was the 
time when Chrift-was here on earth, when he be- 
came incarnate, and fuffered and died for his peo- 
ple: this was an acceptable time to God the Fa- 
ther; his very fufferings were acceptable; his fa- 
crifice was of a fweet {melling favour ; his righ- 
teoufnefs was well pleafing to him ; for by all this 
his perfeétions were glorified, his purpofes were 
anfwered, his covenant and promifes fulfilled, and 
his people faved: it was acceptable to men, the 
things that were now done and procured ; as par- 
don of fin, peace and reconciliation, a juftifying 
righteoufnefs and compleat falvation; which is 
worthy the acceptation of all that are loft and un- 
done, and fee themfelves fo, and that nothing 
they can do will fave them: or i a time of good- 
‘will *; fuch was the time of Chrift’s firft coming , 
it was good-will to men, Lwke ii. 14. God fhewed 
his good-will to men by the perfon whom he fent 
to fave them, his own, only and beloved Son; 
_and by fending him to fave finners, the chief of 


anim, -Cocceius, 
¥ Zohar in Gen. fol. 127. 2. 


* W53 Mad ad eum-quem contemnens eft anima cujufque, Glaffius ; ad phi x 
* @avmGola tw ux avle, Sept. ad contemptorem anime fu 


, c 2 In Pefikta Rabbati in Yalkut in loc. 
voluntatis, Muniter ; in tempore placito, V. L. Pagninus ; beneplaciti, Pifcator. 
tersam, Pagninus, Montanus, ut erigas terram, Piflcator; ad erigendam terram, Vitringa. 


IS ALA Obxlix: 28. 


finners, even enemies; and this time was fi 
and féttled by the good-will and pleafure of G 
and during this time the Lord heard Carift ; h 
always heard him interceding for*himfelf, and for 
his people ; he heard him in the garden, and on 
the crofs, and at all-other times; fee” 


A 
and'in a day of falvation have I belped thee, at the 
time when he wrought out the falvation of his peo- 
ple, then he helped him in it, and through it, as 
he promifed him, and as Chrift believed he woul 
ch. xlii. r. and 1.7, 9. This isto be Underito 
of him as man and ‘mediator, and to fhew ‘the 
greatnefs of the work of falvation, and the con- 


cern of God in it; otherwife as Chrift is the mighty 


God, he needed no help, and his ‘own arm brought 
falvation to him: and I will preferve thee, as he 
did, from his enemies in life, in his infancy, and 
when grown up, that ‘his life might not be taken’ 
away ‘before his time; from being overcome by his 
enemies in the garden, and on the crofs ;_ from the 
power of death and the grave, by eo Wes up 
from thence; he preferved him to his kingdom 
and glory, and now retains him in heaven until 
the time of the reftitution of all things; and will 
preferve his feed, and his throne, his caufe and 
intereft, to the end- of time: and give thee for a 
covenant of the people; Fews and Gentiles, all that 
are given to him, and whom he redeems by his 
blood, whom the Spirit fan¢tifies, and applies the 
bleffings and promifes of the covenant to; which is 
to be underftood of the covenant of grace: Chrift 
is faid to be given for it unto them, he being a 
covenantee in it; the reprefentative of thefe peo- 
ple in it; the furety of it for them; the mediator 
and meflenger of it-to them ;°and the ratifier and 
confirmer of it; and as he is the great blefiing 
of it, the fum and fubftance of it ; and as‘all the 
bleflings and promifes of it are in him 5 and this 
may refpect the conftitution of the covenant from 
everlafting, and the manifeftation of it-in time ; 
and this is a gift of God honourable to Chrift, of 
free grace to his people, very comprehenfive and 
unfpeakable. Kimchi fays, this refers to the times 
of the Meffiah : and the end of all this is to effa- 
blifh the earth; not the land of YFadea, but the 
whole earth ; which, were it not for Chrift, and 
his covenant and furetyfhip-engagements for his 
people, and for the fake of them, and their fal- 
vation, would long ago have been diffolved and 
broke to pieces ; but he bears up the pillars of it; 
and when he has gathered in all his people, will 
deftroy it: or the end in his being given for a 
covenant, was to raife up the fallen inhabitants of 
the earth, for fo the word” may be rendered; or 
to raife up the elect of God unto life, who were 
obnoxious to death; or to eftablifh, fettle and 
confirm the church of God on earth; fee P/ Ixxxi 

36, 37. The Targum is, to raife up the righ: 
that he in the duff, referring it to the ref 
of the dead: to caufe to inherit the defolate’ 
the defolate cities of Sudab, or the Ger 
which was like a defolate wildernefs : 


fhould become comfortable and flow thing 
the numerous converfions of Fews and Genii: es 
the fruit and effect of the covenant of grace m 
with Chrift ; in which the heathen wer 2 


Ch. xlix.¥.9—11. J S 4 


his inheritance, and the uttermoft parts of the 
earth forhis pofleflion, P/. ii. 8, 9. fee J/ xlix. 19. 
and liv. 3. . 

¥.9. That thou mayeft fay to the prifoners, go 
forth, &c.] - God’s covenant-people, whilft un- 
converted, are prifoners ; they are in the prifon of 
fin, under the power and dominion of it, and 
under the guilt of it, and obligation to punith- 


ment for it; and they are in the prifon of the 


law, they are tranfgreffors of it, and are accufed 
and conviéted by it, and are condemned, and put 
in prifon, and held there; and they are alfo fa- 
tan’s prifoners, and are held and led captive by 
him at his will; and by virtue of the covenant, 
and the blood of it, thefe prifoners are fet free ; 
and Chrift in the gofpel fpeaks unto them, and 
proclaims liberty to them ; and by the knowledge 
of the truth they are made free, and are brought 
into the liberty of the children of God ; and are 
‘bid to go forth; and they are brought forth from 
their prifon-houfes ; and bid to go to the houfe of 
God, and walk at liberty, enjoying all the privileges 
and ordinances of the gofpel: to them that are in 
darknefs; in a ftate of nature and unregeneracy, 
which is a ftate of infidelity and ignorance ; when. 
men are in the dark, and know not themfelves, 
nor their loft ftate and condition ; nor the exceed- 
ing finfulnefs of fin; nor Chrift, and the, way of 
falvation by him nor the Spirit and the operations 
of his grace; nor the fcriptures, and the dottrines of 
them: /hew yourfelves ; among the people of God, 
in his houfe and. ordinances, when called, convert- 
ed and enlightned by Chrift; or be revealedor ma- 
nifefted, when they are known to be, what they 
were not known to be before, the people and chil- 
dren of God. The Zargum is, “ be revealed to 
«< the light ;” fuch are called to partake of the 
light of grace, and to enjoy the light of comfort 
and communion : they fhall feed in the ways; not 
in the broad road and highways of fin, but in the 
ways of God, in the word and ordinances : this 
denotes the publicknefs and pleafantnefs of them, 
and the plenty of provifions in them; and yet 
where it might not be expected, and where ex- 
pofed to enemies: the allufion is to cattle, that 
are drove from place to place, and as they pafs 
' along feed in the ways upon fuch pafture as they 
there find; and fuggefts, that the faints are tra- 
vellers, and as fuch have food provided them by 
the way: and their paftures fhall be in all high 
places; on hills and mountains, which are often 
barren and unfruitful. The Targum is, * in or 
** by rivers of water fhall be the place of their 
<¢ habitation.” 

x. 10. They fhall not hunger nor thirft, &c.] Be- 
ing fed in the ways and high places of gofpel-ordi- 
nances with the love of God,, with covenant-mer- 
cies and precious promifes, with Chrift, the bread 
of life, and his grace the water of life, and with 
the doétrines of the gofpel; they don’t defire car- 
nal things as formerly, but fpiritual ones, which 
they have and are fatisfied with, and defire no other 
food : it fignifies, that there fhall be no famine of 
the word, nor want of fpiritual provifions,; it is 
applied to the new Ferufalem-ftate, Rev. vii. 16. 
and fo the following claule, neither fhall the heat 
nor fun mite them, not the fun of perfecution, nor 


¢ yh2r revelamini, V. L. Manfter, Junius, Tremellius & Pifcator. IP) 
L. rather flows of water which come from fountains, fo Ben Melech; fcaturigines aquarum, 1} 
© T)7? in viam, V. L. Pifcator, Mon:anus, Cocceius ; ut fint pervii, Junius & Tremelliys ; in 


a soaagelte 

aquarum » Vitringa. 
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the heat of fiery trials and afflictions, particularly 
in the latter day ; nor the heat of a fiery law and 
divine wrath, or of fatan’s fiery darts; not how: 
ever in the above-mentioned ftate, or in the ulti- 
mate glory: for he that hath mercy on them, fhall 
lead them, Chrift, the great and good fhepherd of 
the fheep, who had mercy on them in eternity, 
and therefore undertook to feed them; and in 
time, and therefore laid down his life for them 5 
and now in heaven, and fympathizes with him ; 
and at the laft day they fhall find mercy with him: 
thefe he leads out of a ftate of nature, from the 
wildernefs, where he finds them ; out of their fin- 
ful ways, and from the paftutes of their own righ- 
teoufnefs ; and he leads them in paths they had not 
known, in which they fhould go, in the way of truth, 
faith, and holinef$; in right, though fometimes 
rough ways; he leads them to himfelf, his blood, 
righteoufnefs and fulnefs; into his Father’s pre- 
fence, and to his houfe and ordinances; into go- 
fpel-truths, and from one degree of grace to an- 
other, and at laft to eternal glory; all which he 
does. gradually, foftly, gently, in proportion to 
their ftrength, and as they are able to bear: even 
by the forings of water fall he guide them. or foun- 
tains of water’; even of living water ; which are 
no other than God himfelf, and the plenty of his 
grace and mercy ; Chrift, and the fulnets of grace 
that is in him; the covenant of grace, and the 
bleffings of it; the gofpel, and its ordinances ; 
fee Rev. Vii. 17. 
¥.11, And I will make all my mountains a way, 8c. ] 
Or for, or into a way‘; fignifying, that they fhould 
be dug through or levelled, and a way made thro’ 
them, over them, or upon them, for his people to 
pafs : very probably the allufion is to the moun- 
tains that lay between Bablyon and Fudea; and 
which the Lord calls his, becaufe of his making 
and fettling, and was therefore able to make them a 
way, or paffable : though the words are not to be 
literally underftood, but denote the removing of 
all impediments, obftructions and difficulties in the 
peoples return from captivity ; which was typical 
of redemption by Chrift, which had its difficul- 
ties, which he only could get over ; he came leap- 
ing over thefe hills and mountains, and they be- 
came a plain before hie, the great Zerubbabel , 
fuch as the affumption of a finlefs nature, to make 
atonement in for fin, which only could: be pro- 
duced in an uncommon and extraordinary way ; 
the fulfilling of a broken law, fatisfying divine 
juftice, engaging with many enemies who were to 
be conquered, fin, fatan, the world arid death ; 
bearing the wrath of God, and fubmitting to an 
accurfed death: and fo in the converfion of the 
Gentiles, which may here be referred to, and of 
any finner, there are many mountains of difficul- 
ties in the way of it, which the Lord only can re- 
move; great oppofition is made by the men of 
the world, to the preaching of the gofpel, the 
means of it; to the work itfelf by fatan, who is 
loth to lofe a fubje&t of his kingdom; and by 
men themfelves, whofe carnal minds are enmity 
to God, and all that is good: difficulties arife 
from the ftate of deadnefs, darknefs and hardnefs 
of heart men are in before converfion ; from the 
corruptions of their nature, and ftrong habits of 
. fin ; 
4 $9 VID, onlov vdcluv, Sept. fontes 
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fin; fromthe’ general depravity of all the powers 
and faculties of the foul; from the bad company 
they have ‘got'into; or from their own -felf-righ- 
teou{nefs, they are loth to part with: and’ when 
men ‘are called, and a work, of God is begun, 
there are many mountains appear in their way of 
coming to Chrift ; as their numerous and agera- 
vated fins, and doubts about the willingnefs of 
Chrift to receive fuch finners; but when God works, 
nothing can let. Many are the obftrudtions the 
faints meet with in their. paffage through this 
world, by reafon of a body of fin, fatan’s temp- 
tations, the world’s perfecutions, afflictions of va- 
rious kinds, {trait circumftances of life, loffes, 
crofiés and difappointments; unbelief of itfelf is a 
mountain, and raifes. many others ; but the Lord 
makes a way for his people through all: it may 
be, fome refpe¢t may be had to the fpread of the 
gofpel in the world, and the introducing of latter 
day-glory, and the difficulties in the way thereof, 
which the Lord has been removing, and will re- 


move. Rome pagan is one mountain which God 


has removed; and Rome papal is another he will 
remove, with all the antichriftian powers; and the 
Turkifp empire is another: and my bigh ways fhall 
be exalted; Chrift is the great high way of all, 
and next his word and ordinances, which are 
ways of holinefs and righteoufnefs ; thefe may be 
faid to_be exalted, being confpicuous and vifible ; 
and like caufe-ways, or high-ways:caft up, that are 
above, and carry over the mire and dirt ; fo thefe 
_ carry over the mire and dirt of fin and corruption; 
‘ and may be faid to be fowhen made ufe of, approved 
and valued ; or the words: may be rendered, ‘bey 


foal be, or let them be exalted on my high ways' 5. 


that is, his people, being in the exercife of faith, 
and in the difcharge of their duty ; fee P/- xviii. 
33. Hab. iii. 17, 18, 19. with thefe words com- 
pare J/. xl. 3, 4. perhaps this paflage may be beft 


explained by Rev. xvi. 12. where mention is made’ 
of the drying up of the river Euphrates, or of 


the deftruGtion of the Ottomax empire, to make 
way for the converfion of the Ea/erz nations, pro- 
phefied of among others, in the following verte. 
y. 12. Behold, thefe fhall come from far, &c.] 
This is a prophecy of the converfion of the Jews, 
or of the Gentiles, or of both, in the latter day, 
in the feveral parts of the world; who fhall come 
to Chrift, and to his churches, and join in fellow- 
fhip with them: the allufion is to the return of 
the ‘fews from their captivity in Babylon, and from 
all other parts at that time ; fome are faid to come 
from far, from the -eaft, as-it is generally inter- 
preted, from the feveral eaftern nations, as Perfia, 
Judea lying weft from them, on the weftern or 
Mediterranean fea: and lo, thefe from the north, 
from Media, as fome;, or rather from Babylon, 
which lay north of Fudea: and from the weft, 
or from the fea, the Mediterranean fea, and the 
countries beyond it, which lie weft of Judea: and 
thefe from the land of Sinim. The Targum and Vul- 
gate Latin verfion render it, from the land of the 
fouth, with which Farchr and Kimchi agree, where 
dwelt the Stnites, which were af the children of 
Canaan, Gen. x. 17. as the latter obferves; and 
where were the wildernefs of Siz, and mountain of 
Sinai, according to the obfervation of $erom. 


jection, as fome think, to the 


Pista That eh Ch: xlix. ytd, 


is defigned ; perhaps Sin, as others aré of opinion, 
called the flrength of Egypt, Exek..xxx. 15. the 
fame city the Greeks called Pelufium; and R. Sa~ 
adiah, in Kimchi, fuppofes it is here intended, 
which is moft likely; the Pelufote are meant. 
Manaffeh ben Ifrael® will have it, thatthe Chine 
are intended : China is indeed called, by Prolemy», 
the country of the Sinites; and if this is defigned, 
which is not probable, it cannot be fo called from 
the family of Gina, as Martinius + thinks, fine 
that family was not in being till two or three huni- 
dred years after this prophecy ; and if it concerns 
them, it will have its accomplifhment, when ‘the 
kingdoms of this world fhall become Chrift’s, Reo. 
xi. 15. compare with this Adest. viii. 12: yeas th 
are faid to have received the gofpel in the fi 
times of it, by the means of the apoftles, Thcmas, 
or Bartholomew *. ‘The Septuagint verfion renders 
it, from the land of the Perfians; and the Arabic 
verfion, from the land of Perfia; and the Syriac 
verfion, from the fea of Senjam. it mM 
¥. 13. Sing, O heavens, and be joyful, O earth, 
&c.] Which may be underftood of the’ heavens, 
and the earth, by a profopopeia, a figure ufual in 
{cripture, to exprefs the greatnefs of the benefit 
received, and to raife thankfulnefs and admiration 
in the hearts of God’s people ; fee Pf xe. 11, 12. 
If. lv. 12, or by the heavens, may be meant the 
angels in heaven, who, as they rejoice at the’con+ 
verfion of a fingle finner, will much more rejoice 
at fuch numerous converfions among Fews and 
Gentiles, here prophefied of, Luke xv, 10, and by 
the earth, the faints on earth, the excellent in it, 
who have a more immediate concern in, and mutt 
be affected with the cafe here reprefented: and 
break forth, into finging, O mountains; fach as are 
in high office either in the ftate, as chriftian kings 
and princes, ¥. 23. or in the church, as pro 
and apoftles, Rev. xviii. 20: The reafon of all 
this is, for the Lord bath comforted bis people ; with 
the difcoveries of his love and grace; by his’ gra- 
cious prefence among them; by the coming of 
Chrift unto them in a fpiritual way; by fendir 
his Spirit, and renewing the face of things, ‘a 
reviving his work in the midft of them; by the 
pure and powerful preaching of the gofpel,’ and 
comfortable adminiftration of gofpel-ordinances ; 
and by large additions of converts made unto them : 
and will have mercy upon his affliiled; or poor, or 
‘meek and bumble ones, as the words ' may be ren- 
dered : the Lord’s people is a poor and afflicted 
people, poor in a temporal and fpiritual fenfe; the 
church and intereft of Chrift is in a poor and lew * 
condition ; the Lord’s people are afflicted outward- 
ly and inwardly, and fo become meek, and are 
kept humble; thefe the Lord, in the latter day, 
will raife from a low and diftreffed condition, to 
a more exalted and comfortable one ; which will 
be an inftance of his. mercy and compaffion, and 
be matter of joy unto them. oitogs 


¥. 14. But Zion faid, &c.] By way of ob- 

above prophecies of 

glorious and comfortable times ; fhe being now in — 
avery difconfolate condition, and could not t 

how to take it in, how it fhould thus be, when 
the cafe was with her as it was; though I rather 

think the words fhould be rendered, for Zion bad ~— 


‘ 


Aben Exra thinks Egypt is meant, which lay fouth | faid and which is mentioned to fhew the uncom- _ 
condition fhe had been in, and to obferve 


of Fudea, and conjectures that Sinai, a place in it, | fortable 


‘yoy moor & in aggeribus meis emineant, Junius & Tremellius. 
7+ G3. . * Vid. Fabricii Lux Evangelii, p. 652, 653. 
rum, V. L. panperes fuos, Forerius ; inopes fuos, Vitringa ; raatwss, humiles, Sept. manfuetorum fucrum, Targum. 
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the method the Lord took to comfort her, as -he 
before promifes. Reference» may be had to the 
Fews in the times of the Badylonifh captivity, men- 
tioned’under the name of Zion, becaufe, as Kim- 


chi fays, that was the chief city of the kingdom of 


Hrael, who, becaufé of the length-of their -capti- 
vity, might think themftlves forfaken and forgot- 
ten by the Lord: yet, by Zion,°is meant the church 
under the gofpel-difpenfation;® the faints ‘that meet 
at mount Zion, the hundred and forty and four 
thoufand, with the Lamb there, Heb! xii, 22. Rev. 
xiv. ve: the\Lord hath forfaken me, and my Lord 
bath forgotten me’; fo the church might be tempted 
to conclude, during the perfecutions under Rome 
pagan, and the long reign of antichrift not yet at an 
end, and becaufe of lis oppreffions and cruelties ; 
and becaufe of the low and declining ftate of the 
intereft of Chrift, as it now is; few being con- 
-yerted by the miniftry of the word’; great oppofi- 
tion made to the truths of ‘the gofpel with fuc- 
cefs ; the ordinances of it perverted or neglected; 
the prefénce of God ‘in ‘them very little ‘enjoyed , 
great indifference and lukewarmnefs among :pro- 
feffors of religion, and .difeord and diffénfions in 
churches. And.fo it is with particular believers, 
when they don’t enjoy the prefence of God as for- 
merly, either in private, or in’ public ordinances , 
have not had a promife for 4 long time; nor are 
favoured with the difcoveries of the love of God, 
or with any vifit from him; then they are apt to 
fay they are forfaken by the Lord, tho’ they can’t 
give up their intereft im him, and therefore call 
him my Lord. a 

¥. 15. Can a woman forget ber fucking child, that 
foe foould not have compaffion on the fon of ber womb? 
é&e.]. This is the Lord’s anfwer to the church’s 


~ complaint, inftancing in the care and affection of 


a mother to her child, thereby illuftrating his love 
to his people ; he inftances in a woman, the tender 
fex; in a child of hers, an infant, not one grown 
up, from which her affections might be alienated 
by difobedience ; her fucking child, fhe had in her 
arms, and on her knees, and whom her breatts 
would put her in mind of; and fince one that is 
not an own’ child may be fuckled, it is called the 
fon of her womb, and is it poffible for fuch an one 
to be forgotten? yea, they may forget; thro’ inad- 
vertency, want of affection, a cruel difpofition, 
hurry of bufinefs, ficknefs, public calamities, &c, 
Lam. iv. 3,4, 10. Deut. xxviii, 57. fach montters in 
nature there may be, tho’ rare: yet well I not for- 
get thee; he cannot forget, becaufe of his nature, 
on which forgetfulnefs cannot properly fall; he 
will not, becaufe of his promife, which never fails; 
he may feem to his people to have forgotten them, 
and he may be thought to have done fo by others, 
he forgets their fins, but not their perfons ; he can’t 


forget his love nor his covenant with them, nor his’ 


romifes made to them; nor does he forget their 
ce: to him, nor their works, words, and thoughts; 
the righteous are had by him in everlafting remem- 
brance. All this fuggefts, that the Lord ftands 
in the relation of a parent to his people, and they 
ftand in the relation of children to him ; they are 
born of him, and are as it were pieces of himifelf, 
and: little images of him, and dear to him as the 
apple ‘of his eye; they are like fucking children, 
that fuck in the milk of his word, and fuck at the 
breafts of his ordinances; and they are ufed by 
him» in the moft tender manner, as infants are ; 
they are ee by him, and dandled on the knee ; 
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they are Ied by him, atd taught t6 g05; he de- 
lights in them when they begin to {peak ‘in prayer 


or praife, tho’ ina lifping and ftammering man- 


ner; all their little a€tions are engaging, their 
works done by them, tho” imperfect, and a great 
deal of childifhnefs in them; when any thing ails 
them, he fympathizes with them, he takes care of 
them, and ‘provides for them; and étris a concern 
to him whenever he’s obliged to chaftize them, an 
can he therefore forget them ? 
¥. 16. Bebold, I have graven thee upon the palms 
of my bands, &c.] Not upon his thick clouds, the 
clouds of heaven under him, always in view, as 
R. Saadiah Gaon, mentioned by Farchi, Aben Ezra, 
and Kimchi: much better the Targum, “ lo, as 
** upon the hands thou art engraven before me ;” 
fignifying that his people were always in his fight, 
his eyes were ever upon them, and never withdrawn 


from them; as any thing held in the hdnd, or tied 


to or wore upon it, as a fignet or ring that has the 
name of a perfon on it, to which the allufion may 
be; which fhows how near and dear they are to 
him, what affection he has for them, and care ‘of 
them’; fee Cant. viii. 6. Some think refpeét is had 
to the wounds in the hands of Chrift, which being 
on their account, are looked upon and remembred 
by him; or however, to their being in his hands, 
out of which none can pluck them, Fohn'x.'28, 
29: thy walls are continually before me, not the 
walls of Ferufalem to rebuild, tho’ there may be an 
allufion to them; but either the walls of their 
houfes where they dwell ; his delights being in the 
habitable parts of his earth, where his faints are; or 
rather the walls of the church of God, for the ereét- 
ing and eftablifhing of which he is concerned. The 
metaphor feems to be taken from an architect that 
has the plan of a building, a houfe, or a city and 
its walls, in his hand, or lying before him. The 
phrafe denotes the conftant care and concern of 
Jehovah, for the prote¢tion and fafety of his church 
and. people; who places angels about them, falva- 
tion for walls and bulwarks to them, yea, he him- 
felf is a wall of fire about them, J/ xxvi. 1. Zech, 
ie seilec teue axis 207 

¥. 17. Lhy children fhall make bafte, &c.] Rege- 
nerate perfons, young converts, fuch as are born 
again of incorruptible feed by the word; thefe fhall 
flock to the church, as doves to the windows , join 
themfelves to her, and fubmit to gofpel-ordinances, 
and make bafte, and delay not, to keep the Lord’s 
commandments ; which is no finall pleafure, joy, and 
comfort to the church of God. Some render it, 
thy builders ™ /hall make hafte ; gofpel-minifters, who 
are wife mafter-builders under Chrift; thefe hall 
come with all readinefs and chearfulnefs, and build 
in the temple, the church of God, and rebuild her 
walls, and repair her breaches: thy defiroyers, and 
they that made thee wafte, foall go forth of thee; 
tyrants and perfecutors of the church fhall ceafe, 
and be no more; and falfe teachers, that corrupt 
the minds of men, fubvert their faith, and deftroy 
their fouls, as antichrift and his misifters, fhall 
be drove out of the church, and deftroyed by 
Chrift, the head of it; fee Rev. xi. 18. 1 ‘Fobn ii. 


IQ. 
y. 18. Lift up thine eyes round about, and bebold, 
&c.] Look eaft, weft, north, and fouth, and be- 


‘hold the flocking converts from all parts; fee on 
¥. 12. 


The words are fpoken to the church, and 
for her comfort ; and fo the Zargum, ‘* lift up 
*¢ thine eyes round about, O Ferujalem, and fee all 
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-* the children of the people of thy captivity ’:” 


all thefe gather themfelves together, and come to thee; 


tho’ of different nations, and come. from different 
quarters, yet coalefce together, make one body, 
and join themfelves with the church, in,»which they 
center, and are incorporated: as J live, faith the 
Lord, this is the form of an oath, fometimes ufed 
by the Lord, to denote the importance,and_ cer- 
tainty of a thing, and to affure his people of it : 
thou fhalt furely clothe thee with them all, as with an 
ornament. as childrens children are the crown of old 
men, Prov. xvii. 6. fo, young converts are the 
crown, glory, and ornament of the church; even 
fuch who are beautified with the graces:of the Spi- 
rit, and whofe converfations are as become. the go- 
fpel of Chrift: and bind them on thee asa. bride 
doth ; her clothes, the attire of her head, and her 
jewels.. So in the latter day, when the Yews.are 
converted, and the fulnefs of the Gentiles brought 
in, the marriage of the Lamb will be come, .and 
the church made ready, as a bride, for ‘her huf- 
band, and be very beautiful and comely in his 
fight, as well as very comfortable and-glorious in 
herfelf ; and which will be matter of joy to-all the 
faints, Rev. xix. 7, 8. The Zargum is, << all thefe 
‘* fhall be unto:thee as a.garment of glory,.and 
** their works in the midit of thee as the orna- 
** ment of a bride.” 

-¥. 19. For thy wafte and thy defolate places, and 


the land of thy deftruétion, 8cc.|. Or thy land of de- 


Jtruction, ox thy deftroyed land” ;, laid wafte and de- 
folate by the enemy, without inhabitants; fuch 
countries in which there were few profefiors of the 
true religion : /hall even now be too narrow, by rea- 
Jon of the inhabitants ; becaufe of the multitude of 
them ; an hyperbolical expreffion, fetting forth the 
great numbers of chriftian converts every where : 
this ftraitnefs will not be on account of ftrangers 
or enemies having taken poffeffion; but on ac- 
count of thofe who are true and proper pofiefiors : 
for it follows, and they that fwallowed. thee up hall 
be far away; from the church; the Heathen, the 
Gentiles, or Papifts, fhall now perifh out of bis, Je- 
hovah’s, land ; finners fhall be confuned out of the 
earth, and the wicked be no more, P/. x. 16. and 
civ. 35. Antichrift and his abettors, which /wal- 
lowed up the people, their riches, and fubftance, 
like deafis of prey, to which he is compared, fhall 
go into perdition, and never difturb the church 
any more, Rev. xXili..1, 11.,,and xvii. 3, 8. and 
XIX. 20. 
_ ¥..20. Lhe children which. thou fhalt have after 
thou haft loft the other, &c.]. Which other lofi, are 
not the ews, the broken branches, rejected and 
cut off for unbelief; and the children after them 
not the Gentiles converted, which took their place; 
but the other are fuch who have been deftroyed by 
the heathen perfecutions,. and efpecially by the an- 
tichriftian cruelties ;. and the children after, the 
great numbers of converts. upon the fall of anti- 
chrift. The words may be rendered, the children 
of thine orbity°, or childlefs fate ; fach as were born 
_unto her in an uncommon, extraordinary, and un- 
expected way, when the church feemed to be in a 
widowhood-eftate, or like a*woman that is paft 
bearing children: shall fay again in thine ears; or, 
Soall yet fay” ; that is, hereafter, in time to come : 
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for this is a prophecy of what fhould be faid i in 
the church’s hearing, and fuch as had never be 
faid before ; and therefore improperly. ren ‘ 
again; tor there never has been as yet fucha time 
as this, or fuch a large number of .converts, as. to 
fay, the place is too ftrait for me to dwell in; there 
is not room enough for us, as in 2,Kangs vi. 4: 
give place to me that I may dwell, one and anot 
of the children or converts fhould fay, .1 room 
for me, and.for me, that I may have a.nan 
a place among you,.and dwell with, yo! 
bide in. the houfe of the Lord, and partake.o 
privileges and ordinances of it: but the word. 
fignifies drawing nigh, and not giving way, 
moving ; and. fhould.rather be .rendered,.. 
nigh to methat I may dwell, or, and I foall dw 
or fit; come clofe to one another, and we fhall all 
and dwell comfortably together; juft. as_w, 
houfe is..well filled with agreeable Ae 
there is an unwillingnefs to part with or lofe any, 
they are defired.to fit clofe.together, that. there 
may be room for all : and this is, and will be the 
cafe, with the church and her members ; they,wi 
be defirous to fit regularly, and clofe together, in 
gofpel-order, that every one may be comfortable, 
and partake of the benefit of communion, and 
none be obliged to. depart: and to: this fenfe Gu/- 
Jetius* interprets the phrafe. Jibs aialie 

y. 21. Then fhalt thou fay in thine heart, 8c.) 
Ina way of admiration, fecretly within herfelf, 
aftonifhed at the numerous crowds flocking in : 
who hath begotten me thefe ? not.their natural pa- 
rents, nor they themfelves; for they-are not dorz 
of blood, nor of the will of man, nor of the qwill of 
the fle ; nor minifters of the gofpel, tho” they are 
inftruments, yet not efficients ; but God only, Fa- 
ther, Son, and Spirit, to whom regeneration. is 
only afcribed: regeneration is a wonderfu work 
of God ; it is unaccountable to the. natural man ; 
it is amazing to. the faints .themfelyes; and itis 
matter of aftonifhment to the church of God, ef- 
pecially when on a fudden, and without means, 
and in great numbers, men are born again; and 
particularly when thefe come from among the Gez- 
tiles, which feems ‘to be the cafe here; feeing I 
have loft my children ;. by captivity and the fword, 
by the tyranny and cruelty of the man of fin; end 
am defolate; or alone, as if without an hufband, or 
any to take tare of her: this reprefents the church 
in the wildernefs, during the reign of antichriit, 
Rev. xii, 14, while the feems to be forfaken of the 
Lord her hufband, tho’ fhe is not: gad 4 captive; 
to the Romih antichrift; fee Rev. xiii. 10;. and 
removing .to and fro; being forced to flee from 
place to place, by reafon of perfecution: there is, 
no doubt, an allufion in all this, to the cafe of the 
Jews in the Babylonih captivity: and who hath 
brought up thefe? the fame that begot them, eve 
the Lord himfelf; who nourifhes' and 
his children with the’ milk of the gofpel, 
breafts of gofpel-ordinances ;, fo that they 
brought up. from children to young me 
young men to fathers, till they become perfect mer 
even the church in the wildernefs, with her childre 
are nourifhed by him, for a time, and 
half a time, Rev. xii. 14. which i 
bebold I was left alone, feemingly 
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or children, in a defolate and wildernefs-ftate : 
thefe, where had they been ? in the ruins of Adam's 
fall; in a ftate of darknefs ; in the graves of fin; 
ina pit, wherein is no water; ‘in the hands of fa- 
tan, and among wicked men; even in Babylon it- 
telf, but now called out ; “fee Rev. xviii. 4. 

¥. 22. Thus faith the Lord God, &c.] In an- 
fwer to the queftions, where had thefe children 
been ? -and from whence did they come ? who be- 
got them, and brought them up? and by what 
means was all this done, or would be done? ,J 
will lift up wine band té the Gentiles , ‘beckning 
them to come unto him, directing and ordering them 
what to'do; or rather exerting the power of his grace 
in the converfion of them. The Targum is, ** 1 
«« will reveal ‘my power among the Gentiles,” his 
efficacious grace attending the miniftry of the word, 
whereby it becomes the power of God unto falva- 
tion , for when that hand is lifted’ up or exerted, 
the word comes not iz word only, but in power, 
and in the Holy Ghoft, and is effectual to faving 
purpofes: and fet up my flandard to the people, 
meaning ‘Chrilt, the enfign of the people; who, in 
the miniftration of the gofpel, is fet up as a ftan- 
dard, to gather perfons to him, as an enfign or 
ftandard is fet up ‘by a general of an army to 
colle& foldiers to: him, to come and enlift, and 
fieht under his banners’; fee J/ xi. 10, 12: and 
they hall bring thy fons in their arms or, bofom * , 
fuch as are regenerated by the Spirit and grace of 
God under the word, are to be tenderly dealt with 
by the minifters of the gofpel, as they! are by 
Chrift, Z/ xl. 11. and to’ be encouraged to come 
and join themfelves to the church, and be directed 
and affifted by them in that fervice : and thy daugh- 
ters foall be carried on their fooulders ; meaning the 
fame as before, only perhaps weaker converts, deal- 
ing with them according to their infirmities ; car- 
rying them with as much eafe, care, and tender- 
nefs, as young children are carried on the fhoul- 
ders of their parents or others. It may be, thefe 
expreffions are defigned to fhow, how affifting and 
encouraging the chriftian Gentiles will be to the 
Yews, when converted in their feveral countries, 
both to admit them into gofpel-churches, and bring 
then into their own land ; fee Jf Ixvi. 19, 20. 

¥. 23. And kings fhall be thy nurfing fathers, and 
their queens thy nurfing mothers, &c.| Who fhall 
fhow favour and refpect to the church and _ people 
of God, grant them liberty, and proteét and de- 
fend them in their religious privileges : for this is 
to be underftood not figuratively of apoftles and 
apoftolical men, as YFerom, who are kings and 
priefts unto God, and who feed the church with 
the milk of the word, and the breafts. of ordi- 
nances; but literally of the kings and queens of the 
earth ; and is thought to have had its’ fulfilment, 
at leaft, in part, in Cyrus, Abafuerus, Efther, and 
others; but more fo in chriftian kings and queens, 
as Conftantine and Helena, Theodofius and Placilla, 
and others; and will have a far greater accomplifh- 
ment in the latter day-glory; fee If Ix. 3, 11, 16: 
they foall bow down toward thee, with their faces to- 
ward the earth; which exprefies the great venera- 
tion and refpect thefé great perfonages’ fhall have 
for the church of God, and their entire fubmiffion 


and fubjeétion to. the gofpel of Chrift, and the or; 
dinances of it, and to. the laws and difcipline of 
his houfe for they fhall now become members of 
the chriftian church, and_be entirely under the go- 
vernment ‘of it, as to religious things; fee Rev. 
iil 9. and xxi. 24: and lick. up the duft of thy feets 
the allufion is to the eaftern nations, eff ecially the 
Perfians, who, in the adoration of ie, ufed 
to kifs the ground they ftood on, and feemed_ to 
lick, if they did not, the duft that was about them; 
and it expreffes the very low. fubmiffion of kings 
and princes-to the church, ahd their high veneration 
of it ; their willingnefs to do the meaneft office for 
the good of it, and their great regard and affection 
for the meaneft of its: members, the duft of Zion; 
fee Pf, Ixxii. 9. and cii..14: and thou oalt know 
that I ain the Lord, the King of kings, and, Lord 
of lords, who has the hearts of all men, even of 
kings, in his hands, and can turn them, and _brin 
them to a thorough fubmiffion to his- will ;: a 
who is able to accomplifh all his promifes, and is 
true and faithful to them ; this will be known and 
owned by the church, when the above things have 
their accomplifhment : for they /ball not be afhamed 
that wait for me; or for my falvation, as the Zar- 
gum; for favours from him ; for the light of his 
countenance; for the difcoveries and application of 
pardoning grace ; for the performance: of pro- 
mifes ; for anfwers of prayer ; for his -fpiritual 
coming, and for eternal glory and happinefs; thefé 
fhall not be afhamed of him for whom they wait, 
nor of their hope and expectation of him, nor at 
his coming. — 
¥. 24. Shall the prey be taken from, the -mighty, 
&c.]. This is an objection to the accomplifhment 
of what is predicted and promifed above, taken 
from the power of the enemy, and his, right to 
detain the people ; and are either the words of, the 
nations ainong whom the Fews were, according to 
Kimchi, boafting of, and prefuming upon, and op- 
pofing to what is faid, both their might and right, 
to keep the people in their own hands, bidding as 
it were defiance to any to attempt to take. them 
from them; or the words of ‘the prophet, in the 
name of the people, as Aben Ezra, objecting to 
their deliverance, doubting the effecting of it, or 
admiring at it: it may be applied to the taking of 
the Lord’s people out of the hands of fatan, who 
may be faid to be mighty or firong, as, he: appears 
to be from his nature, a {pirit; from, his names, 
the. ftrong man armed, a roaring lion, the great 
red-dragon, Leviathan, the piercing ferpent, &c. 
and from his power and dominion over the evil 
angels, and over men, both their bodies and fouls ; 
and to whom the Lord’s own people are a prey, 
whilft they are in a ftate of nature, as all mankind, 
and every unconverted man, be ; a difficult thing, 
it is to take any out of his hands, and a wonder 
of grace it is when it is done: or the Jawful cap- 
tive delivered? juftly and lawfully taken captive in 
war, as the Jews were by the Babylonians: or, the 
captivity of the righteous be delivered‘, that is, ei- 
ther the righteous who were taken. captives ;. or 
thofe that took them, who were fo in their opi- 
nion,’ at leaft with refpect to the taking of them, 
doing ‘as they judged: what was lawful, and jutt. 
; . i Werte ‘ ig ur en ni « bne 
* YIN. & xcaww, Sept. in gremio, Tigurine verfion ; in finu, Munfter, Montanus. But Ben Melech interprets it the arm. 
ba Dome Ps ae TON) et an captivitas jufti evadet, Montanus ; vel liberabitur, Muntter 5 captiva turba, jufti, -Vitringa, 
. And by the righteous, Guffetius * unde God the Father, who is righteous as a judge, exercifing, vindictive juftice ; and from 
him another pesfon delivers us, namely, God the'Son, the Mefiah. ~A fenfe truly-evangelical. — Rear 
* Ebr, Comment, ps 709, 
Veer. GyiiN iggicis sity siti. cavifions | 


: 


“Aaaa ; rye 


a 


274 


The people of God are in their ftate of nature led 
captive by fatan at his will, and are BM 
tives in the judgment of him and‘his principali- 
‘ties ; and are in reality taken in war by him, and 
not only led captive by him at his will, but with 
their own will, and are juftly given up unto him. 
Perhaps all this may be better referred to the peo- 
ple of God being a prey to the Romifh antichrift, 
and detained as a lawful captive by’him, and to 
the difficult and wonderful deliverance of them 
from him in the latter day ; fee Rev. xiii. 4, 7, 10. 
and xviii. 4. The Targum interprets this and the 
following verfe of the captives of Efeu and I/p- 
mael, by whom feem to be meant the Pope and 
Turk. ) ) 

y. 25. But thus faith the Lord, &c.| In anfwer 
to the above objection, being mightier than the 
mighty, and f{tronger than he by whom his peo- 
ple are detained, being the almighty: eves the cap- 
tives of the mighty fall be taken away, and the prey 
of the terrible fhall be delivered , or, the prey of the 
violent one* , which is an anfwer both as to might 
and right ; as to might, tho’ they are the captives 
of the mighty, yet they fhall be taken away from 
them by him that is mightier than they, even the 
mighty God; and as to right, they are the prey 
of perfons that have by force and violence ufurped 
a power over them, and therefore fhall be deliver- 
ed; as the Lord’s people are out of the hands of 
fatan; both in redemption by Chrift out of the 
hands of him that is ftronger than they ; and in 
converfion by him who is ftronger than the ftrong 
man armed; and enters into their hearts, the palace 
of the devil, fpoils his goods, takes his armour 
from him, overcomes and binds him, and deli- 
vers them from his power; fo that he fhall not 
have dominion over them, and much lefs deftroy 
them, tho’ he may fometimes be terrible to them 
by his temptations, Yer. xxxi. 11. Luke xi. 21, 22. 
This will have a further accomplifhment, in the de- 
liverance of the Lord’s people from the mighty and 
terrible beaft of Rome: for I will contend with them 
that contend with thee; the Babylonians literally ; 
fatan and his principalities figuratively ; and alfo 
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"Teta chapter is a prophecy of the rejection 
of the Fews, for their negleét and contempt 
of the Meffiah ; and of his difcharge of his office 
as Mediator, and fitnefs for it!’ The rejection of 
the Fews is fignified by the divorce of a woman 
from her hufband, and by perfons felling their 
children to their creditors; which is not to be 
charged upon the Lord, but was owing to their 
own iniquities, ¥. 1. particularly their difregard of 
the Meffiah, and inattention to him, as if he was 
an infufficient Saviour ; whereas his power to re- 
deem is evident, from his drying up the fea and 
rivers below, and clothing the heavens above with 
black clouds, and eclipfing the luminaries thereof, 
¥. 2, 3. his fitnefs for his prophetic office is ex- 
preffed in ¥. 4. his obedience to his Father, and 
his patience in fufferings, whilft performing his 
prieftly office, ¥. 5, 6. and his faith and confi- 
dence in the Lord, as man and Mediator, that he 
fhould be helped, ‘carried thro’ his work, and ac- 
quitted ; and not be confounded, overcome, and 
condemned, ¥. 7, 8, 9. and the chapter is clofed 
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antichrift, and the antichriftian, kings and fiasgs, 
that, quarrel with, fight againft, and ,opprefsy4the 
Lord’s people : and will fave thy children, rege- 
nerate perfons, the members of the church, be.they 
where they will; thefe the Lord will) fave with) a 
temporal, fpiritual, and eternal, falyation, »Deli- 
verance from the Romib yoke and. opprefiion feems 
to be here.chiefly defigned, when Jexebel’s children 
will be killed with death, as follows); fee, Revadi. 


DE AE YS BAIT “To. 
*y' 26. And Iwill feed thers that. opprels thee. ith 
their own flefh, &c.\..Not that they should fe 
upon their own. flefh, becaufe of famine,.for, this 
was not the cafe of Babylon when.taken ;but,that 
they fhould deftroy one another, .as the Médianites 
did ; and which was true of. fome.of the, Badbp/a- 
nians, who affilted Cyrus.in taking the city, and 
deftroying the inhabitants of it ;, and will be veri- 
fied in the popifh party killing one another,: .¢nd 
they foall be drunken with their own bloodas.with 
Jweet wine ; which denotes the abundance, of blood 
that fhall be fhed, and the pleafure in thedding of 
it, It will be a righteous thing with Ged to give 
the whore of Rome her own blood to drink, even 
fo as to be made drunk with it.as with wine, who 
has been drunk, already, with theblood of; the 
faints, Rev. xvi. 6. and xvii. 6. The Zargum.is, 
‘* T will give the flefh of them that opprets thee for 
‘* food to every fowl of the heavens ; .and.as they 
“* are drunken with wine, fo the beafts of the field 
“¢ fhall be drunken with their blood,” fee Rev, 
xix. 17, 18: and all flefh fhall know that I the Lord 
am thy Saviour and thy Redeemer, the mighty one of 
Facob ; it fhall be notorious to all the world, that 
Jehovah, the Lord of lords, the Lord of the whole 
earth, is the Saviour and Redeemer of his; church 
and people out of all their afflictions, oppreffions, 
and perfecutions, by. the Romi/h antichrift ; . this 
will be apparently feen, and. publickly owned. and 
acknowledged, when antichriit fhall be deftroyed, 
and the church faved; by which it will be mani- 
feft, it being the Lord’s work, and wondrous. in 
the eyes of men, that he is the, mighty one, of Jar, 
cob, able to help and fave them. ond 
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with an exhortation to. the faints to truft.im the: 
Lord in the darkeft times; anda threatening to’ 
fuch who truft in themfelves, and in. their own 
doings, ¥. 10, II. ies eliieo aes 

; Sor adabor 
¥.1. Thus feith the Lordy, &c.],, Here begins.a: 
new difcourfe or prophecy, and therefore thus pre> 
faced, and is continued in. the following chapters): 
where is the bill of your mother’s divorcement, avbom, 
J have put away ? thefe words are direted to. the! 
Fews, who ftood in the fame relation to the Fewifh. 
church or fynagogue, as children to a mother; and - 
fo the Targum interprets your mother, by your con- 
gregation or fynagogue ; who, were. rejected from 
being a church and people ; had a /oammi written, 
upon them, which became very, manifeft,. when, 
their city and temple were deftroyed by the Ro-- 


‘mans, and this is fignified by a divorce, alluding 


to the law of divorce among the Yews, Deut. xxiv, 
1—4. when a man put away his wife, he gave 
her a bill of diyorce, affigning the caufes of his put-,.. 
ting her away. . Now, the J ara, ithe essen 
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that he had’ put ‘away their mother, the Jewish 
church, fhe having departed from him herfelf, and 
therefore challenges them to produce any fuch bill, 
a bill of divorce being always put into the woman’s 
hands, ‘and fo’capable of being ‘produced by her ; 
ot if there was fuch an one, fee Yer. ili: 8. he re- 
quires ir might be looked into, and feen whether 
the fault was his, or the caufe in themfelves, which 
latter-would appear: or which of my creditors is it, 
to whom I have fold you ; referring to a. practice 
ufed, that when men were in’ debt, and'could: not 
-pay theii'debts, they fold their children for the py 
ment ofthem 3" fee Exod: xxi7. 2Kings ivia. Neb: 
vers. bur this could not be the ‘cafe: here; the 
Lord has no creditors; not any towhom heiis indebt- 
ed, nor could any advantage poffibly accrue to him 
“by the fale of them ; ’tis true, they were fold to 
the’ Romans, or delivered into their hands, which 
tho’ a lofs'to them, was no gain to him; nor was 
ithe that‘fold them, but they themfelves;. he was 
‘not the caufe of it, but their own fins, as follows: 
behold; for your iniquities bave you fold yourselves , 
or, ave fold, they were fold for them, or’ deli- 
vered'up ‘into the hands-of their enemies on ac- 
count of them; they had fold themfelves to work 
wickednefs; and therefore it was but juft that they 
fhould: be: fold; and become bond-flaves : and for 
your tranferefions is your mother put away, and they 
her children along with her, out of their own 
Jand, and from being the church and people of 
God. 

y 2. Wherefore, when I came was there no man ? 
&c.] ‘The Targum is; “ why have I fent my 
¢* prophets, and they are not converted?” And 
fo Aben Ezra and Kimchi interpret it of the pro- 
phets that prophefied unto them to bring them 
to repentance: the Lord might be faid to come 
by his prophets, his meffengers ; but they did: not 
receive them, nor their meflages, but defpifed and 
rejeéted them, and therefore were carried captive, 
2 Chron. xxxvi. 15, 16. but it is beft to under- 
ftand it of the coming of Chrift in the flefh; 
when there were none that would receive, nor even 
come to him, but hid their faces from him, . nor 
fuffer others to be gathered unto him, or attend 
his miniftry ; they would neither go in themfelves 
into the kingdom of the Meffiah, nor let others 
go in that were entring, Yobn i. 11. and v. 40. 
Matt. xxiii. 13, 37. when I called, was there none 
to anfwer ? he called them to the marriage-feaft, to 
his word and ordinances, but they made light of 
it, and went about their worldly bufinefs ; many 
were called externally in his miniftry, but few were 
chofen, and effectually wrought upon ; he called; 
but ‘there was no anfwer given ; for there was no 
intertrial principle in them, no grace to anfwer to 
the call’; he ftretched out his hands to a rebellious 
and gainfaying people, Matt. xxii. 2—5, 16. I. 
Ixv. 2. Prov. i. 24. ts my hand shortened at all, 
that it cannot redeem? or have I no power to deli- 
ver? they did not know him to be the mighty 
God they took him to be a mere man; and be- 
ing defcended from fuch mean parents, and mak- 
ing’ fach a mean appearance, they could not think 
he was able to be their redeemer and faviour ; but 
that“he’had fufficient ability, appears by what fol- 
lows) behold, at my rebuke I dry up the fea; he 
was able to do it, and did do it, for the children 


of Jrael; and made a paffage through ‘the red fea | 


for them, as on dry land ; which was done by a 
"+: Boag wind he caufed to blow, here called 
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his : rebuke, Exod, xiv. 20, 2%. fee Pf cvi. g. of 
Chrift’s. rebuking the fea, fee Matt. ‘viii, 26: I 
make the rivers a wilderne/s ; as dry as the wilder- 
nefs, and parched ground ; in which perfons may 
pafs as on dry ground, and as travellers pafs thro’ 
a wildernefs ; fo Fordan was made for the J/raelites, 
Jy. iii. 17. and may be here particulafly meant ; « 
called rivers, becaufé of the excellency of it, and 
the abundance of water in it, which. fometimes 
overflowed its banks ; and becaufe other rivers fall 
into it, as Kimchi obferves: their flelh ftinketh, 
becaufe there is no water, and dieth for thirft ; as 
they did when the rivers of Ezypt-were turned into 
blood; Exod. vii. 21. ey 
W.'3. 1 clothe the heavens with blacknefs, 8cc.] 
With ‘grofs and thick darknefs ; perhaps referring 
to the three days-darknefs the Egyptians wete in, 
Exod. % 21, 22, 23. or with thick and ‘black 
clouds, as in tempeftuous weather frequently ; or 
by eclipfes of the fun; there was an extraordinary 
inftance of great darknefs at the time of Chrift’s 
crucifixion, Matt. xxvii. 45. and I make fackcloth 
their covering ; that being black, and ufed in times 


}of mourning ; the allufion may be to the tents of 


Kedar, which were covered with fackcloth, or fuch 
like black ftuff. The fall of the Pagan empire, 
through the power of Chrift and his gofpel, is 
fignified by the fun becoming black as fackcloth 
of hair, Rev. vi. 12. archi interprets this para- 
bolically of the princes of the nations, when the 
Lord fhall come to take vengeance upon them; as 
Kimchi does the fea, and the rivers, in the preced- 
ing verfe, of the good things of the nations of the 
world, which they had in great abundance, and 
fhould be deftroyed. 

¥. 4. The Lord God hath given me the tongue of 
the learned, &c.| Thefe are not the words of ‘the 
prophet, as 4ben Ezra, Kimchi, and others think; 
though what is here faid is applicable to minifters 
of the word, who have to do with weary fouls, 
and it is their work to comfort and refrefh them; 


and which work requires knowledge and expe- 


rience of their cafe, a good degree of elocution 
to {peak aptly and with propriety, evén to have 
the tongue of the learned, efpecially in a fpiritual 
fenfe ; as fuch have, who have learned of the Fa- 
ther, and have been taught by the Spirit of God, 
and are well verfed in the fcriptures, and can fpeak 
in the taught words of the Holy Ghoft, compar- 
ing fpiritual things with fpiritual ; and they have 
need of great prudence to time things right, to 
fpeak fitly and opportunely, and give to each their 
portion in due feafon, to whom they minifter, and 
alfo great diligence and affiduity in prayer, read- 
ing and meditation; and fuch as are teachers’ of 
others muft be the Lord’s hearers, and fhould be 
very diligent and attentive ones ; all which are gifts 
from the Lord, and to be afcribed to him. But 
the words are to be underftood of Chrift, the fame 
perfon that is fpeaking in the preceding verfes ; 
who being anointed by the Spirit of the Lord 
God, as man, whofe gifts and graces he received 
without meafure, he was abundantly qualified for 
the difcharge of his: prophetic office ; and was’ ca- 
pable of {peaking as never man did, and with fuch 
power and authority as the Scribes and Pharifees 
did not, and with fo much wifdom and eloquence, 
as were furprizing to all that heard him ; he had 
the {pirit of wifdom on him, and the treafures of 
wifdom and. knowledge hid in him : that I foould 


‘know bow to peak a word in feafon to him that is 


~wawveary ; 
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«weary not only faints, weary with fin, their own 
and others, and with troubles from the world, 
‘ from fatan, and by afflictive providences ; but fin- 
ners under firft awakenings, diftrefled and uneafy 
in their minds at a fight of fin, in its exceeding 
finfulnefs ; preffed with the guilt of it, filled with 
a fenfe of divine wrath on account of it, and ter- 


tified with the thoughts of death, and a future: 


judgment ; and are weary with labouring for bread 
which fatisfies not, for righteoufnefs and life, and 
in feeking for refting places, being in want of {pi- 
ritual reft, peace and comfort; and who are hun- 
ery and thirfting after righteoufnefs, after pardon- 
ing grace and mercy, after Chrift and. falyation 
by him, after his word and ordinances, after com- 
munion with him, and conformity to him; who 
are weak and ftrengthlefs, and ready to, faint for 
want of refrefhment. . The word for weary figni- 
fies thirfly, according to archi, Kimchi, and. Ben 
Melech ; who explain it of perfons that thirft after 
hearing the word of the Lord : the Targum is, $* to 
*« know how to teach the mghteous that..weary 
“‘ themfelves at the words of the law ;’? or, as 
fome render it, that pant after the words of the 
-law : but not the law, but the gofpel is the word 
in feafon, to be fpoken to weary fouls ; which pro- 
claims pardon, preaches peace, is the word of righ- 
teoufnefs and falvation,; which directs hungry and 
thirfty fouls to Chrift, as the bread and water of life, 
and invites weary ones to him for reft. That word 
of his, Matt. xi. 28, 29. is a word in feafon to 
fuch perfons : fuch a word Chrift fpoke when he 
was here on earth in his own perfon, and now 
{peaks by his minifters in the preaching of the go- 
fpel, and by his Spirit applying it to his people. 
He wakeneth morning. by morning ; one after another 
continually, meaning himfelf; the allufion.is to 
matters calling their fcholars betimes to their ftu- 
dies ; the morning being the fitteft feafon for. in- 
ftruction and learning. .He wakeneth mine ear to 
hear as the learned ; who hear attentively, and with 
great pleafure and profit. This and the preceding 
claufe feem to denote both the earlinefs in. which 
Chrift entered on his prophetic office, and his at- 
tentivene(s in hearkening to all that was faid in the 
eternal council and covenant by his divine Father ; 
which he, as the prophet of his church, makes 
known unto his people, Yobn xv. 15. 

¥. 5. The Lord God hath opened mine ear, &c.] 
To hear moft freely, and receive moft fully, what 
is faid by him, and to obferve and do it: the al- 
lufion feems to be to the fervant that -had) his ears 
bored, being willing to ferye his mafter for ever, 
Exod, xxi, 55 6. which phrafe of boring or open- 
ing the ear is ufed of Chrift, Pf xl. 6. It is ex- 
preffive of his voluntary obedience as mediator to 
his divine Father, engaging in, and. performing 
with the greateft readinefs and chearfulnefs, the 
great work of man’s redemption and falvation. 
And Iwas not rebellious ; not to his earthly parents, 
to whom he was fubjeét nor to civil magiftrates, 
to whom he paid tribute ; nor to God, he always 
did the things that pleafed him: he was obedient 
to the precepts of the moral Jaw, and to the pe- 
nalty of it, death itfelf, and readily fubmitted to 


the will of God in fuffering for his people; which | pe 


obedience of his was. entirely free and voluntary, 
full, compleat and perfeét, done in the room and 


- barbam tibi vellunt 
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ftead of his people ; is the meafure of their righty 
teoufnefs, and by which they become righteous’, 


is well pleafing to God, and ‘infinitely ‘preferable 


to the obedience of men and angels: meither turned 
away back ; he did not decline the -work:propofed 


to him, but readily engaged in it; he never ftop- 
ped in it, or defifted from it, until, he had finifh- 
ed it; he did not hefitate about it, as Mofes and 
Feremys or flee from it,.as \Forab. © yo 
¥.:6. L gave my back.tothe fmiters, &e.] To 
Pontius Pilate, and thofe he ordered to feourge 
him, Matt. xxvii. 26:,and my cheeks to them that 
hed off the bair , of the beard; which, as’pain- 
ful; fo a‘ great indignity and affront. The Sep~ 
tuagint renders it, and my cheeks to blows ; ss ee 
monalos a word ufed by the Evangelifts when they 
fpeak of Chrift being fmitten and ftricken with the 
palms of mens hands, and-feem to referto this 
paffage, Mark xiv. 65. John xviii. 22. fee Mic. v. 
1; Ll hid, not my face from foame and fpitting , or 
from fhameful {pitting they fpit in his face,and ex- 
pofed him to fhame, and,which was a fhameful ufage. 
of him, and yet he took it patiently, Matt. xxvi. 67. 
thefe.are all inftances of great fhame and reproach; 
as what is more reproachful among us, or more 
expofes a man, than:to be {tripped of his cloaths, 
receive lafhes on his bare back, and that in pub- 
lic? in which ignominious manner Chrift was ufed : 
or what reckoned more fcandalous, than for a man 
to have his beard plucked by a mob? which ufed 
to be done by rude and wanton boys, to fuch as 
were accounted ideots, and little better than brutes*; 
and nothing is more affronting than to fpit in a 
man’s face. So ob was ufed, which he mentions as 
a great indignity done to him, ch.xxx. 10. | With 
fome people, and in fome countries, particular 
places, that were mean and. defpicable; were ap- 
pointed for that ufe: particularly to fpit in. Hence 
Ariftippus the philofopher, being fhewn a fine room 
in 4 houfe, beautifully and richly: paved, {pat in 
the face of the owner of it; at which he being 
angry, and refenting it, the phildfopher replied, 


that he had not a fitter-place to {pit in”. 


¥. 7. For the Lord Ged will help me, 8&c.] As 
he promifed he would, and did, Pf, lxxxix. 21.. 
If. xlix. 8. which'is no contradiction to the deity 
of Chrift, nor any fuggeftion of weaknefs in him ; 
for he is the true God, and has all divine perfec- 
tions in him; is equal to his Father in power, a& 
well as in glory, and therefore equal to the work 
of redemption, as his other works fhew him to be; 
but this is to be underftood of him as man, and 
exprefles his {trong faith and confidence in God, 
and in his promifes as fuch; and in his human 
nature he was weak, and was crucified thro’ weak- 
nefs, and in it he was: made ftrong by the Lord, 
and was held and upheld by him : and this fhews 
the greatnefs of the work of man’s redemptfon, 
that it was fuch that no:mere creature could effect; 
even Chrift as man needed help and. affiftance 
in it ; and alfo the concern that all: pp agi Le 
fons had in it: therefore fhall I not. be confe 3 
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ened againft all oppofition ; refolute and undaunt- of God, sor of his tremendous judgments, or of 
ed ;. conftant and unmoved by the words and blows; wrath to come, but with a filial fear, a fear of 
of men; not.to_be brow-beaten, or put out .of} the Lord, and his.goodnefs; which is an. internal 
countenance by any thing they can fay or do. He} principle in the heart, .a reverential affection for 
was not difmayed at his enemies who came to ap-| God, a godly fear of him ; is attended with faith 
prehend him, though they came to him as a thief; in him, and joy.of him; which makes holy, and 


ay 


with {words and ftaves; nor in the high-prieft’s 
palace, nor in Pélate’s hall, in both which places 
he was roughly ufed; nor at fatan, and his prin- 
cipalities and powers ; nor at death itfelf, with all 
its terrors. And I know that I /hall.not be afhamed ; 
neither of his miniftry, which was with power and 
authority ; nor of his miracles, which were proofs. 
of his Deity and Mefliahfhip ; nor of his. obe- 
dience, which was pure, and perfect, and pleafing 
to God ; nor of his fufferings, which were for the 
fake of his people nor of the work of redemp- 
tion and falvation, in which he was not fruftrated 
nor difappointed’ of his end. | 
¥.8. He is near that juftifieth me, &c.] His 
Father was zear him in his whole ftate of humi- 
liation ; he left him not alones he was at his-right- 
hand, and therefore he was not moved ; and juftified 
him from all the calumnies of his enemies, or the 
falfe charges they brought againft him, and from 
all the ‘fins of his people that were upon him; 
thefe he took upon him, and bore them, and made 
fatisfaction for them, upon which he was acquit 
‘ted; and which is evident by his refurre¢tion’ from 
the dead, by his’ aftenfion ‘to heaven, and feffion 
at the right-hand of God; and by the gifts’ of 
the Spirit, extraordinary and ordinary, he received 
for men, and gave unto them, fee 1 Tim. iii. 16. 
Who. will contend with me? being thus acquitted , 
will the law and juftice of God litigate the point 
with him? they are both fatisfied ; will fatan dif- 
pute the matter with him? he is foiled, con- 
quered and: deftroyed ; or -will the wicked Fews 
enter the lifts with him ? wrath is come upon them 
to the uttermoft. Let us ftand together , face to 
face, if they dare ; let them face me, if they can : 
who is mine adverfary? let him appear, that he 
may be known : let bim come near to me, and en- 
gage with me, if he has courage or fkill. This is 
bidding defiance to-all his enemies, and triumph- 
ing oyer them. ; > 
¥.9. Bebold, the Lord God will help me, &c.] 
This ‘is repeated from ¥. 7. fee'the note there, to 
fhew the certainty of it, the ftrength of his faith 
in it, and to difcourage his enemies: who is he 
that foall condemn me? make me out a wicked per- 
fon®, prove me guilty, and pafs fentence upon 
me, when thus acquitted and juftified by the Lord 
God? The apoftle Paul feems to have fome re- 
ference to this paffage in Rom. viii. 33, 34. Jo, 
they all fhall wax old as doth a garment , his ene- 
mies, thofe that accufed him, the Scribes, Phari- 
fees, and chief-priefts ; and thofe that condemned 
him, the Yewi/h fashedtim, and the Roman gover- 
nor: the moth foall eat them up, they fhall be like 
a worn-out or moth-eaten garment, that can never 
be ufed more. The phrafes ‘denote how fecret, 
infenfible, and irrecoverable their ruin fhould be, 
both in their civil and church-ftate, all being abo- 
liftied and doneaway. “@ > 8 Oe 
-¥. 10. Who is among you that feareth the Lord, 
&c.J Not with a flavith fear of the awful majefty 
ern Gaye x ; 
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keeps humble, and take3 in the whole worfhip, of 
God: of men of this charaéter there are but few, 
and efpecially there were but few among the Jews 
at this time which the prophecy refers to; the 
greateft part were rejecters of Chrift, before fpoken 
of, andto; and from whom the Lord turns him- 
felf, and addreffes thefe few. There are ‘none 


‘that naturally fear the Lord, only fuch who have 


the grace beftowed on them ; their number is’but 
{mall, but there are always fome in the worft of 
times, and thefe are taken notice of by the Lord, © 
Mal. ili. 16, 17. and iv. 2. that obeyeth the voice 
of his fervant ; not the prophet, as the Targum 
adds, and as it is commonly interpreted by the 
fewih writers and others; though fome of them 
fay “ this is Metatron, a name of the Meffiah with. 
them; and indeed he is meant,. before fpoken of 
as the Lord’s fervant, and reprefented as an’ obe- 
dient one, and afterwards as righteous; fee ch. 
xlix. 3. and I. 5, 6. and liii. 11. and» by his vorte 
is meant either his gofpel, which is a foul-quick- 
ening and comforting voice, a charming and al- 
luring one ; and which is obeyed, heard and heark- 
ened to by his people, externally and internally, 
when they receive it by faith, and in the love of 
it; or elfe his commands, precepts and ordinances, 
which love conftrains his people to an obedience 
unto; and where there is the fear of God, there 
will be hearing of his word, and fubmiffion to his 
ordinances: that walketh in darknefs; not the 
Lord’s fervant, but the man that fears the Lord, 
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‘and obeys his fervant’s voice, fuch an one may be 


in darknefs, and walk in it ; or iz darkneffes*, as in 
the original; not only in affli€tion and mifery, often 
exprefled by darknefs in fcripture, but in defertion, 
under the hidings of God’s face ; and which may 
continue for a while: and bath no light ? or fhin- 
ing‘ not without the licht of nature, nor with- 
out the light of grace, but without the light of 
God’s countenance fhining upon him ; without the 
light of {piritual joy and comfort fhining in his 
heart ; and this muft ‘be a very diftreffing cafe in- 
deed. Let him trujft in the name of the Lord, not 
‘in himfelf, nor in any creature, but’ in the. Lord 
himfelf; in the perfections of his nature, his 
mercy, ¢racé and goodaefs; in the name of the 
Lord, “which is a ftrone tower, and in whom is 
falvation #7 in Chrift, in whom the name of the 
‘Lord is, and whofe name is the Lord our righ- 
teoufnefs ; and to'tru(t invhim, when in the dark, 
is'a‘glorious act of faith; this is believing in hope 
againft hope. And flay upon his God, covenant- 
intereft continues in the darkeft difpenfation ; God 
is the believer’s God ftill ; and faith is a ftaying or 
‘leaning upon him, as fuch; a.dependeace upon 
his’ power to protect, on his wifdom to -guide, 
and on his grace, goodnefs and all-fufficiency to 
fapply. 

¥. 01. Bebold, all ye that kindle a fire, &c.] To 
enlighten and watm yourfelves ; who rejecting 
Chrift the light of the world, and defpifing’ the 
a ne ~ ‘glorious 
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glorious light of his gofpel, and loving darknefs 
rather than light, fet up the light of nature and 
‘reafon as the rule of faith and practice ; or the tra- 
ditions and doétrines of men to be guided by ; or 
their own righteoufnefs for their juftification before 
‘God, and acceptance with him : that compas your- 
felves about with fparks ; that fly out of the fire 
kindled, or are {truck out'of a flint, which have 
little light and no heat, and are foon out; which 
may denote the fhort-lived pleafures and comforts, 
which are had from the creature, or from any thing 
of a man’s own: walk in the hight of your fire, and 
‘in the parks that ye have kindled ; an ironical ex- 
preffion, bidding them take all the comfort and 
fatisfaétion they could in their own works and do- 
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HIS chapter gives the church and people 
ae of God reafon to expect comfortable times 
and certain falvation, though they had many ene- 
mies. They are directed to look to Abraham and 
Sarak, fignified by the rock and hole of the pit, 
and obferve how he was called alone, bleffed and 
increafed ; which fhould be improved as an argu- 
-ment to ftrengthen their faith, that God could 
and would blefs and increafe his church, though 
in a low eftate, and bring it into a flourifhing 
one, ¥.1,2, 3. They are affured of the publi- 
cation of the gofpel, exprefled by the law, doc- 
trine and judgment of the Lord; by which means 
the righteoufnefs and falvation of Chrift fhould be 
brought nigh to them, as the object of their truft 
and confidence, ¥. 4, 5. and alfo of the perpetuity 
of his righteoufnefs and falvation, when the hea- 
-vens, and the earth, and the inhabitants of it 
fhould decay, even their revilers and perfecutors, 
and therefore they need not fear their reproaches 
and revilings, ¥. 6, 7, 8. upon which follows a 
prayer of faith, that the Lord would exert his 
power as in former times, when he deftroyed the 
Egyptians, and dried up the red fea for J/rael to 
pafs through, the ranfomed of the Lord; from 
whence it might be concluded, that the redeemed of 
the Lord would be brought into a very comfort- 
able condition again, ¥. 9, 10, 11. wherefore they 
had no reafon to be afraid of men, fince the 
Lord, the maker of heaven and earth, would de- 
liver, comfort, and eftablifh them, of which he 
affured them by his prophet, y. 12, 13, 14, 15, 
16. and though Yeru/alem, and her fons, were, or 
would be, in a very diftreffed condition, through 
the fword and famine, which is defcribed, y. 17, 
18,19, 20. yet they fhould be delivered out of it, 
and their perfecutors fhould be brought into the 
fame, ¥, 21, 22, 23. 


¥. 1. Hearken unto me, ye that follow after righ- 
teoufnefs, &c.] After having declared the doom 
of the wicked, and thofe that truft to their own 
righteoufnefs, the Lord returns to them that fear 
him, whom he defcribes as fuch that follow. after 
righteoufne/s, not the righteoufnefs of the law, it is 
the character of carnal L/rae/ to follow after that ; 
nor is that attainable in the way it is purfued by 
fuch ; nor is there any juftification by it; nor is 
following that confiftent with feeking the Lord, 
in the next claufe: but the righteoufnefs of Chrift 
is meant; not his effential righteoufnefs as God; 
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ings, and get all the light and heat they fey 
from thence: this fhall ye bave of mine hand, whi h 
you may depend upon receiving from me, for re- 
jecting me and my righteoufnefs, and trufti oe 
your own: ye fhall lie down in forrow ; inttead of 
being juftified hereby, and having peace with God, 
and entering into heaven, ye fhall be preffed down 
with fore diftrefs, die in your fins, and enter into 
an everlafting {tate of condemnation and death ; 
fee Mark xvi. 16. This was the cafe and ftate of 
the ews, Rom. ix. 31, 32. and x. 3. Fobn viii. 24. 
and iii. 19,20. This is one of the paflages the 
Fews * fay is repeated by the company of angels, 
which meet a wicked man at death. . 
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nor the righteoufnefs of his office as mediator; 
but that which confifts of his active and paffive 
obedience ; of which he is the author and giver, 
and is in him as its fubject: this is what is com- 
monly called imputed righteoufnefs, an evangeli- 
cal one, the righteoufhefs of faith, and is juftify- 
ing : following after this fuppofes a want of one ; 
a fenfe of that want; a view of this as out of 
themfelves, and in another; a love and liking of 
it, and a vehement defire for it ; and what deter- 
mines to an eager purfuit of it, are its perfection, 
fuitablenefs and ufe: now fuch perfons are called 
to bearken to the Lord; to the word of the Lord, 
as the Zargum; to Chrift, to his gofpel, and to 
his ordinances, particularly to what is after faid : 
ye that feek the Lord; the Lord Chrift, for life 
and falvation ; for righteoufnefs and ftrength; for 
more grace from him; a greater knowledge of him, 
and of doétrine from him, as the Targum, and 
more communion with him ; that feek his honour 
and glory in the world, and to be for ever with 
him ; who feek firft the kingdom of God, and ‘his 
righteoufnefs; that feek him where he may be 
found, affectionately and fincerely, carefully, di- 
ligently, conftantly, and for every thing they 
want: look unto the rock whence ye are hewn; 
which is in the next ve interpreted of Abraham ; 
fo called, not fo much for the ftrength of his 
faith, as for his old age; when he looked like a 
hard dry rock, from whom no iffue could be ex- 
pected ; and yet from hence a large number of 
ftones were hewn, or a race of men fprung: and 
to the hole of the pit whence ye are digged, that 
is, to Sarab, who was for a long time barren, 
whofe womb was fhut up, but afterwards opened ; 
and from whom, as from a ciftern,’ (te Which a 
wife is fometimes compared, Prev. vy. 15, 18.) 
flowed the waters of Fudah, ch. xlviii, 1. or the 
Fewifh nation. Ferom thinks Chrift is meant by 
both, the rock of ages, in whom is everlafting 
ftrength ; to whom men are to look for falyation, 
righteoufnefs, and ftrength ; and out of whofe 
pierced. fide flowed blood and water: and in this 
fenfe he is followed by Cocceius, who interprets the 
rock of Chrift, the rock of falvation; out 
fide flowed the church, as out of the hole 
pit or ciftern. ee: 2 Wh bone 
¥.2. Look unto Abraham your father, 8c.) 

only the father of the Few nation, but of al} 
them that believe : this explains what is meant by 
the rock, in the former verfe; who is to be look 
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unto for imitation in the exercife of: faith, and 
performance of duty, and for encouragement in 
diftrefled times and circumftances : and unto Sarah 
that bare you ; fignified by the pit or ciftern ; who 
was not only the mother of the Yew#/b nation; but 
fuch alfo are her daughters who do well, and tread 
in her fteps: now the very unpromifing circum- 
{tances thefe two perfons were in, are propofed to 
be confidered by the church in her prefent ones, 
for the encouragement of her faith; that as a nu- 
merous iffue proceeded from them, fo alfo fhould 
fhe become fruitful and multiply : for I called bim 
alone, and blefed him, and increafed him he was 
without iffue when he was called out of Chaldea 
into another country, and alfo the only one of the 
family ; and the Lord d/efed him not only with 
flocks and herds, and gold and filver, but with a 
fon in his old age; and {o increafed him, that there 
fprung from him as many as the ftars of the fky 
in multitude, and as the fand by the fea-fhore in- 
numerable, Heb. xi. 12. The Septuagint and Ara- 
bic verfions, between Jleffed and increafed, infert 
thefe words, and I loved bim, which are not in the 
Hebrew text. The Targum is, * and one was Abra- 
“<¢ bam, alone in the world, and I brought. him to 
“ my fervice, and I blefied him, and multiplied 
=f him.” 

y. 3. For the Lord fhall comfort Zion, &c.] The 
church, by his Spirit, in the miniftration of the 
word, and adminiftration of ordinances; by the 
donation of the bleffings of grace, and by the ap- 
plication of gofpel-promifes ; by the difcoveries of 
his love; by granting his gracious prefence ; by 
bleffing his word; and by calling many fouls, and 
adding them to his people: and in order to en- 
gage the church and people of God to believe 
God will do this, and that he can and will blefs 
and increafe them when in a low eftate, the above 
inftances of calling Abraham alone, and the blef- 
fing and increafing him, are produced: he will 
comfort all her wajfte places, by rebuilding them, 
and reftoring them to their former luftre and glory: 
the church may be faid to be waffle and defolate, 
and like a wildernefs and defert, as in the next 
claufes, when the doétrines of the gofpel are de- 
parted from, the ordinances of public worfhip are 
not attended to, and the difcipline of it is not kept 
up; when there are great declenfions among the 
' Lord’s people, in their faith, love, patience, for- 
bearance, felf-denial, fpirituality, and heavenly- 
mindednefs; when divifions and animofities prevail 
among them; when there is a negligence in their 
lives and converfations ; and there are but few in- 
ftances of converfion, and a general unconcerned- 
nefs about thofe things ; but fo it will not always 
be: and he will make her wilderne/s like Eden, and 
her defert like the garden of the Lord, the church is 
a garden, a {mall fpot, in comparifon of the world, 
diftinguifhed and feparated by the grace of God 
from others; in which are many precious fouls, 
comparable to trees, herbs, and plants; and thefe 
don’t grow up of themfelves, but are planted there 
by the Lord; and much pains are taken by him, 
the hufbandman, to cultivate this garden: for it 
is his, the garden of the Lord; it is of his plant- 
ing; it is his property, and inclofed for his ufe; 
it is an Eden, ‘pleafantly fituated on a fruitful hill, 
Chrift Jefus, by the river of divine,love; is full of 
pleafant plants, pleafant to the owner of the gar- 
~ den, and to the faints themfelves ; it becomes 
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fruitful thro’ the dews of divine grace, the rifing 
of Chrift, the fun of righteoufnefs, and the blow- 
ing of the fouth wind, the blefled Spirit, and may 
be faid to be in a very comfortable condition, 
when the word and ordinances are duly minittred ; 
when the graces of the Spirit are in exercife, and 
many fouls are converted: the confequence of 
which is, joy and gladnefs fhall be found therein, 
thankfgiving, and the voice of melody, for the pure 
preaching of the gofpel ; the feaft of fat things 
made in the holy mountain ; the prefence of God 
enjoyed ; a lively exercife of grace in the faints ; 
and many fouls born again. The Targum is, ‘ joy 
“¢ and rejoicing fhall be found in her; they that 
** offer thankfgiving, and the voice of them that 
as vagy 3” all hearts filled with joy and glad- 
nefs. 

¥. 4. Hearken unto me, my people, &c.] His. 
fpecial people, whether Fews or Gentiles, chofen by 
him, taken into covenant with him ; given to 
Chrift, redeemed by him as a peculiar people, and 
called by his grace ; thefe are exhorted to hearken 
to him; to his word, as the Targum; fee y. 1: 
and give ear unto me, O my nation; not the nation 
of the Fews only; but the Gentiles; a nation taken 
out of a nation, even out of all nations ; a chofen, 
and a holy nation. The Septuagint and Arabic ver- 
fions render it kimgs; fuch are made kings and 
priefts unto God; fee 1 Pet. ii. 9, 10: fora law 
Joall proceed from me; not the Simai-law, but the 
gofpel; that doctrine that is faid to go out of Ziou, 
ch. il, 3. as Kimchi rightly obferves, who adds, 
** for the king Meffiah fhall teach the people to 


** walk in the ways of the Lord; and this fhall be 
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“¢ after the war of Gog and Magog :” and this law 
or doétrine of God comes from Chrift, and is dic- 
tated, directed, and made effectual by his Spirit : 
and I will make my judgment to reft for a light of 
the people; this is the fame with the law, or doc- 
trine of the gofpel, called judgment, becaufe it 
comes from the God of judgment, flows from his 
wifdom and counfel, and is a declaration of his 
will ; it explains his method of juftifying finners, 
and is the means of awakening, convincing, and 
judging the con{ciences of men, and of informing 
and eftablithing the judgments of the faints, and 
by which the world will be judged at the laft day. 
Now this is for a light of the people, to enlighten 
unconverted ones, fuch who fit in darknefs, to 
turn them from it, and call them out of it into 
marvellous light ; and to illuminate the faints yet 
more and more, both with refpect to doétrine and 
duty. And this is faid to be made to ref; which 
denotes both the continuance of it in the world, 
until all the ends of it are anfwered ; and the fpi- 
ritual reft it gives to weary fouls now, as well as 
points out to them that which remains for them 
hereafter. Tho’ the words may be rendered, / 
will caufe my judgment to break forth”; like the 
morning, fuddenly, and in a moment; to which 

agrees what follows. 
¥. 5. My righteoufnefs is near, 8&cc.] Thefe are 
either the words of God the Father, and to be un- 
derftood not of his effential righteoufnefs, nor of 
his vindiétive juftice ; but of the righteoufnefs of 
his Son, which he calls his own, becaufe he ap- 
proves and accepts of it, imputes and reckons it 
to his people, and with it juftifies them, The 
words may be rendered, my righteous one, as in the 
Vulgate Latin verfion ; not Cyrus, as Grotius ; but 
: Chrift, 


! So R. Jonah, in Ben Melech, takes it to have the fignification of P37) 4 


_ moment; as if the fenfe is, “ my judgment I will fhew every moment from this time, to enlighten the people with it.” 
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manner ; as the heavens and the earth ; be diffolyedt 
as they, and ina like manner; vanitfh as fmokes» 
and be feen no more; wax old as a garment, ‘ands 
become ufelefs and unprofitable... De Diew render® 
it, as a loufe'!, and fo this word fometimes fignit 
fies ; and this fenfe is approved of by many 1 
men", and feems beft to agree with the text; fincé 
neither the héavéns and the earth are faid to die, 
nor {moke, or a garment: and it may denote how 
loathfome and naufeous wicked men are’ in life; 
like vermin; and how mean and contemptible in 
death, their bodies are vile and defpicable, and t 
eafily they are deftroyéd : but my falvation fhall be 
for ever ; that falvation which Chrift has wrought 
out for his people, is an éveflafting falvation, ch. 
xlv. 17.. Heb. v. 9. and they that are interefted in. 
‘it, will be always fafe and happy ; and tho’ they: 
{hall die as other men, they fhall rife again, and 
enjoy glory, immortality, and eternal lite: amd my 
righteoufne[s fhall not be. abolifoed, the righteoufnels 
which Chrift has. brought. in ‘for his people, and. 
by which they are juftified, is alfo everlafting, 
Dan. ix. 24. or, fhali not be broken® % it anfwers: 
all the demands of law and juftice, and ftands firhy 
againit all the accufatidns and charges of men and 
devils : or, /ball not fail°, as the Septuagint ; its. 
virtue to juftify will always continue ; it will an- 
{wer for the faints in.atime to come, even at the 
laft judgment. The Targum is, it ‘* fhall not 
“« tarry ;” being near to be wrought olit and re- 
vealed, ¥. 5. arn 
¥. 7. Hearken unto me, ye that know righteoufnefi,, 
&c.] The righteoufnefs of God, and of his law; 
the purity of his nature, what righteoufnef$ is 
agreeable to him, and required by him ; the im- 
perfection and infufficiency of a man’s own righ- 
teoufnefs, and the glory and fulnefs of Chrifts 
tighteoufnefs, revealed in the gofpel,; and fo know 
that, as to approve of it, follow after it, lay hold 
upon. it, believe in it, and rejoice in it, as thei 
‘jultifying righteoufnefs: the people in whofe beart is 
my law; not in their heads only, but in their 
hearts; having an underftanding of it, an affection. 
-for it, and the biafs of their minds toward it; be- 
ing written there by the finger of the divine Spirit, 
according to the covenant-of grace, Jer. XXKi. 33. 
and not in tables of ftone, as the law of Adojes, 
and of which this is not to be underftodd’; but of 
the law or doctrine of Chrift, even the everlafting 
gofpel; which coming with power, and the Holy. . 
Ghoft, into the hearts of the Lord’s people, is re>~ 
ceived by them with great approbation and affec- 
‘tion, in faith and love; they obey it from their 
hearts, and are caft into the mould of it: fear ye 
| not the reproach of men, neither be ye afraid of thew 
revilings ; either of the Jews, the Scribés and Pha- 
rifees, for renouncing a pharifaical righteoufhels, 
and embracing the righiteoufhefs of Chrift; for 
jecting the traditions of the elders, ‘the rituals 
‘the ceremonial law, and the doétrine ‘of jutti 
tion by the works of the moral law; and fo 


Chrift, God’s righteous fervant, who was near to 
come in the fiefh, in order to work rightcoufnefs. 
Or thefe are the words of Chrift, {peaking ot his 
own righteouinefs, which was, near being, wrought 
out by him, as it was, when he became the end 
of the law for it, by obeying. its precept, and bear- 
ing its penalty; and near being revealed. in. the 
gofpel, where it. is revealed from faith to faith 5. 
and near being applied by the bleffed Spirit, as it 
is to all that belicve ; and is near to be come at, 
and Jaid hold on, by faith: my Jalvation 1s gone 
forth ; the falvation appointed by the Lord, pro- 
vided in covenant; wrought out by Chrift; ap- 
plied by the Spirit ; and fully enjoyed in heaven : 
this is gone forth in the purpofe and decree of God, 
in prophecy and promife, and in the declaration 
of the gofpel : or, my Saviour, as the Vulgate La- 
tin verfion ; the Saviour of God’s appointing, pro- 
viding, and, fending. Or thefe are the words of 
the Saviour himfelf,, who has wrought it out, in 
whom it is» and of whom it is to be had; it is 
done, and ready for finners-to look unto and em- 
brace; it is ready to be revealed, and to be fully 
enjoyed : and mine arms fhall judge the people; to. 
whom the arm of the Lord is revealed, and the 
gofpel is the power of God unto falvation ; both 
the arms of Chrift are ready to receive them, and 
thefe protect and defend them, and judge, con- 
demn, and deftroy thofe that defpife it: she sles 
foall wait upon me; upon,Chrift, for his coming; 
for his falvation and righteoufnels ; for his gofpel, 
the truths, promifes, and bleffings of it; and in 
his houfe and ordinances, for his prefence.. ‘This 
is a prophecy of the converfion of the Gentiles, 
even in the ifles of the fea, thofe afar off, as ours 
of Great-Britain and Ireland, in which there have 
been, and. are many waiting upon him: aad on 
imine arm foall they truft; as on Chrift, the arm of 
the Lord, for falvation ; fo on the power of Chrift 
for protection and prefervation ; and on his pro- 
mifes in the golpel, for their fupport ; which is 
the arm of the Lord revealed unto them, and 
yields much fupport and comfort, and makes known 
that which is a proper objeét of truft. 

y. 6. Lift up your eyes to the heavens, &c.| And 
obferve their beauty and order, the conftant and 
regular motion of the heavenly bodies, the firm- 
nefs and folidity of them: and look upon the earth 
beneath; how ftable and well founded it is: for 
the heavens foall vanifo away like Jmoke , tho’ they 
are fo firm, and have lafted fo long, and have 
kept their conftant fituation and courfe, -yet they 
fhall melt away like falt, as the word * fignifies, 
and ‘difappear in an inftant like fmoke. Reference 
feems to be had to the general conflagration, when 
the heavens being on fire fhall be diffolved, and 
the elements fhall melt with fervent heat, 2 Per. 
tit. 12 : and the earth foall wax old like a garment , 
and be folded up, ‘and laid afide, as ufelefs ; fee 
Pf. cii. 26. This feems to defign not a fubftantial 
deftruction of the earth, but of its qualities, when 
waxing old it fliall be renewed and changed. Far- 
chi interprets thefe. claufes of the princes of the 
hofts of people in heaven, and of the governors of 
the earth; but the inhabitants théreof are mentioned 
next: and they that dwell therein fhall die in like 


dially receiving the pure gofpel of Chrift : 
idolatrous heathens, from whom they 
and that for leaving the religion of tel 
and the gods of their fathers, and profe 
one only true God, and Jefus Chrift, wh 
ret | 
k int, amwcorti, Symmachus...It-is exprefive. of corraption and confumption, as Ben. Melech ob 
fenfe of falt-land, not inhabired, Jer. xvii. 6. It denotes, as Guifetius * thinks.. the flu€tuating and confufed 
vens, like thofe of ‘the falt fea, ‘and as fmoke over the head. - ene py tanquam culus; De 
ufed in Exod. viii, 16, 17, 18 ; inftar vermiculi, Vitringa. ‘ m Cal¥inus, Gataker, Guffetius. . ies 
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fent: or of the antichriftian worbhippers, and of 
the man of fin at the head of them, who belches 
out his blafphemies againft God and Chrift, his 
tabernacle and faints ; but neither their fhocking 
blafphemies, nor fpiteful taunts and jeers, nor me- 
nacing words, nor even cruel perfecutions, fhould 
deter the faints from the profeffion of Chrift and 
his gofpel. 

y. 8. For the moth fhall eat them up like a gar- 
ment, &c.} Either thefe reproaches, or the per- 
fons that reproach; as a garment is eaten by the 
moth, fecretly, flowly, furely, and at laft com- 
pleatly, fo that it becomes utterly good for no- 
thing ; fo fecret, gradual, fure and certain, com- 
pleat and perfect, will be the ruin and deftruétion 
of the enemies of Chrift and his people: and the 
worm fhall eat them like wool, or as a woollen- 
garment, which is moft liable to be moth-eaten ; 
for the moth and worm are much the fame, as 
Kimchi and Ben Melech obferve ; who fay, that in 
the Arabic tongue the moth is called by a name 
much of the fame found with this word in the 
text; and the fenfe is, that as a woollen garment 
is eaten and confumed by vermin, fo wicked men 
will be deftroyed by the vengeance of the Lord 
upon them ; for the moth and worm defign both 
the judgments of God upon them in this world, 
and his wrath in the other, where the worm dieth 
not, and the fire is not quenched: dut my righte- 
oufnefs foall be for ever ; to jultify his people, and 
fecure them from wrath and ruin: and my falva- 
tion from generation to generation; it will abide thro’ 
the endlefs ages of eternity, and be the portion of 
the faints for ever, of which they are now heirs ; 
is nearer than when they firft believed, and is ready 
to be revealed, and will be everlaftingly enjoyed by 
them. 

¥. 9. Awake, awake, put on firength, O arm of 
the Lord, &c.| The Septuagint and Arabic verfions 
take the words to be an addrefs to Feru/alem, and 
the Syriac verfion to Zion, asin y. 17. and ch. lii. 
1. but wrongly : they are, as Farchi fays, a prayer 
of the prophet, or it may be rather of the church 
perfonated by him; and are addreffed either to 
God the Father, who when he does not immedi- 
ately appear on the behalf of his people, is thought 
by them to be afleep, tho’ he never flumbers nor 
fleeps, but always keeps a watchful eye over them; 
but this they not apprehending, call upon him to 
awake; which is repeated, to fhew their fenfe of 
danger, and of their need of him, and their vehe- 
ment importunity ; and that he would cloath him- 
felf with ftrength, and make it vifible, exert his 
power, and make bare his arm, on their behalf : 
or they are an addrefs to Chrift, who is the power 
of God, that he would appear in the greatnefs of 


his ftrength, fhew himfelf ftrong in favour of his’ 


people, and take to himfelf his great power, and 
reign: awake, as in the ancient days, in the genera- 
tions of old; which is mentioned not only as an 
argument to prevail with the Lord, that he would 
do as he had formerly done; but as an argument 
to encourage the faith of the church, that as he 
had done, he could and would ftill do great things 
for them: art thou not it that hath cut Rabab, 
that is, Egypt, fo called either from the pride and 
haughtinefs of its inhabitants; or from the large 
extent of the country ; or from the form of it, be- 


ing in the likenefs of a pear, as fome have thought; | 
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fee Pf. Ixxxvii. 4. arid the fenfé is; art thou ridt 
that very arm, and ftill poffefled of the fame power, 
that cut or ewed to pieces, as the word ° fignifies; 
the Egyptians, by the ten plagues fent among them? 
and wounded the dragon; that is; Pharaoh king of 
Egypt, fo called from the river Nile in Egypt, where 
he reigned, and becaufe of his fiercenefs and cruelty; 
fee Ezek, xxix. 3. So the Targum interprets it of 
Pharaoh and his army, who were ftrong as a dra- 
gon. And that fame mighty arm, that deftroyed 
Egypt, and its tyrannical king, can and will de- 
{troy that great city; f{piritually called Sodom and. ° 
Egypt, and the beaft that has two horns like a 
lamb, but fpeaks like a dragon, and to whom the 
dragon has given his feat, power, and authority ; 
and the rather this may be believed, fince the great 
red-dragon has been caft out; or Rome pagan has 
been deftroyed by him, Rev. xi. 8. and xiii: 2, 11. 
and xii. 3, 9. 

¥. 10. Art thou not it which hath dried the fea; 
the waters of the great deep, &c.} That is; the 
Red-fea, and the deep waters of it; as it did, by 
caufing a ftrong eaft wind to blow, which drove 
the fea back, and made it a dry land, in the midft 
of which the children of J/rae/ walked; as on dry 
land, Exod: xiv. 21, 29. and the fame arm and 


‘mighty power, can and will dry up the waters of 


the river Euphrates, to prepare the way of the kings 
of the eaft, Rev. xvi. 12: that hath made the depths 
of the fea a way for the ranfomed to pafs over ? di- 
vided the waters of the fea, made a path through 
them, for the J/raelites, that were redeemed out of 
Egyptian bondage and flavery, to pafs over, and 
fo to go to Canaan’s land. : 

y. 11. Therefore the redeemed of the Lord foall re- 
turn, &c.] Or and, or fo*. In like manner, and 
as fure as the J/raelites had a way made for them 
thro’ the fea to pafs over, fo fure fhall all thofe 
that are redeemed by the blood of Chrift from fin,. 
fatan, the law, death and hell; be gathered out of 
the nations of the world, and from the antichriftian 
ftates, and fhall be converted; and turn to the 
Lord. . Or thefe words are a continuation of the 
above prayer, as ‘archi, let them return, or ra- 
ther are an anfwer to it, and a promife that they 
fhould: and come with finging unto Zion; to the 
gofpel-church, and join themfelves to it, praifing 
God for his grace, in calling and converting them, 
adoring the riches of his diftinguifhing love, and 


finging the néw fong of redeeming grace; and 


hereafter they fhall return from the grave, and 
come to Zion above, finging the fong of Mo/es, 
and of the Lamb: and everlafting joy fhall be upon 
their head; vilible in the prefent ftate, more fo 
hereafter, when there will be upon them an eternal 
weight of glory, a crown of life and righteoufnefs : 
they fall obtain joy and gladnefs; by having the pre- 
fence of God, communion with him, views of in- 
tereft in Chrift, and the gracious influences of the 
bleffed Spirit ; all thefe they enjoy in the church 
now; but in full perfection hereafter: and forrow 
and mourning foall flee away ; either for fin, having 
the difcoveries and application of forgiving love ; 
or on account of defertion, now enjoying the light 
of God’s countenance; or by reafon of perfecu- 
tion, which in the latter day-glory will entirely 
ceafe. But all this will be moft fully accomplifhed 
in the new Ferufalem-church-ftate, and ultimate 
glory, Rev. xxi. 4, See the note on ch. xxxv. ro. 
Mites 
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y. 12. J, even Tam he that comforteth you, &c.\ ,and haft feared continually every day, not only at 
This is an anfwer to the prayer of the prophet, | fome certain times, when the enemy has appeared 
or the church by him, in which the Lord promifes | very formidable, and threatened. with deftruGtion,, 
not only affiftance and help, but comfort; not only | or ome terrible rumour has been fpread, but-every _ 
to exert his power, and fhew his great ftrength, by | day, every hour, and every, moment; and to. be 
making bare his arm; but to open his heart, un- | always in a pannic, muft be very uncomfortable 
bofom himfelf, and fhew his great love and ftrong | living, as well as very difhonourable: decaufe. of 
affection for them; and fo adminifter divine com- | he fury of the opprefor ; either the king of Baby- 
forts unto them, giving more than was afked for: | /on, or antichrift: as if be were ready ta defray ; 
and he promifes to do it himfelf, not by his pro- | had drawn his fword, and juft going to give the 
phets and minifters, word and ordinances, though | fatal blow : and. where, or but where is the fury of 
thefe are the ufual means; but he himfelf would | the cppreffor? where’s the fury of Pharaeb; that 
do it by his Spirit and grace, and the immediate | great oppreflor of God’s [/rael formerly? it is) gone 
difcoveries of his love ; and which he repeats, to | and vanifhed like fmoke :, where’s the ‘fury of Sen- 
fhew the certainty of it, as well as to point out to | zacherib king of Affyria, and his army, that threat- 
their view the great comforter himfelf, which is} ned Feru/alem with ruin? it was over inva hort 
an inftance of amazing condefcenfion, and could | time, in one night, the whole hoft, or the greater 
not fail of exciting admiration and thankfulnefs in | part of it, were deftroyed by an angel : and where 
them ; fee 2 Cor. i. 3, 4: who art thou that thou}is, or will be, the fury of the king of Babylon 2 
foouldeft be afraid of a man that foall die, a poor |it won't laft always; nor the fury of the antichri- 
faint-hearted creature indeed, to be afraid of a frail | {tian oppreffor. nd ; Nerat? 
mortal dying man; which is the cafe of every man, | ¥. 14. The captive exile haftened that he maybe 
even of the greateft of men, of the kings and | /oofed, &c.| The. time hattens. on, or God will 
princes of the earth, who all die like other men} | haften the time, for the releafe either of the cap- 
the moft proud and haughty tyrants, the fierce | tive ews in literal Babylon, or of his people in 
and furious perfecutors of the people of God. | myftical Babylon; or they that are in exilevand 
Perhaps the Roman pagan. perfecutors may be had | captivity, as foon as ever opportunity offers: for 
in view, whofe edicts were very terrible to the firft| their releafe, will take it, and make no delay: 
chriftians, whofe perfecutions were very violent and | tho’ fome underftand the words by way of com- 
furious, and the tortures and deaths they put them | plaint, as if the perfons fpoken of were impatient, 
to were very dreadful; and which put them in great | and could not wait the proper time of, their edeli- 
fear, tho’ they had no reafon to fear them that could | verance: and that he fhould not die in the pit; in 
deftroy the body, and do no more; and the rather, | captivity, which was. like a pit or grave: wor that 
fince thefe were mortal men, and did die, and their | his bread foould fail, whilft in the pit or prifon, or 
perfecutions came to.an end. Or it may.be,. the }on his way home. V4u/culus interprets all this of 
man of fin, the fon of péerdition, antichrift, is here | Pharaoh, whom he fuppofes to be the opprefior in 
referred to, who in. his time has made all to trem- /the preceding verfe, and renders the words, who 
ble at him, Rev. xiii. 3,.4. but mutt die, and his | baftened going to open, left he foould die in the. de- 
power too, and will be deftroyed with the breath |/ruétion, who when he faw the firft-born flain, 
of Chrift’s mouth, and the brightnefs of his com- | haftened to open and let J/rae/ go, and was urgent 
ing ; and therefore his church and people have no} upon them to be gone immediately, left he and 
reafon to be afraid'of him: and of the fon.of man, }all his people fhould perifh in that calamity: wor 
which {hall be made as grafs, as weak as that, which } did bis dread fail, the bread of the people delivered 
cannot ftand before the fcythe, is cut down, and} out of Egyp¢, fo he underftands it, but were 
tofled about, and trampled upon, and made hay} vided with bread from: heaven, all'the while they 
of, and becomes. the food of beafts, P/. xc. 5, 6.| were in the wildernels ; and yet this inftarice of 
and ciii. 15. J/ xl. 6. Or the words may be ren- } divine. power and goodnefs was greatly forgotten 
dered, and of the fon of man, to whom grajs fhall | in after-times. Yerom applies the. whole to Chrift, 
be given*; which if underftood of Nebuchadnezzar | who fhould quickly come; going and treading down 
king of Babylon, of whom the people of the ews | his enemies ; opening the way of victory; faving 
were afraid, and who'was a type of antichrift, it | thofe that are converted, and giving the bread of 
was literally true of -him, Daz. iv. 32, 33. doétrine to them ; but the words are a promife:ta. 
- ¥. 13. And forgetteth the Lord thy. maker, 8c.) | exiles.and prifoners, for the fake of Chrift,and his 
That he is thy maker, and therefore -is able to | gofpel, that they fhould be quickly loofed and) fet 
protect and:preferve thee ; when the fear of man | tree, and not die in prifon, nor want bread, neither 
prevails, God is forgotten, his power, his provi- | corporal nor fpiritual. ity brebabpods 
dence, ‘his promifes; and paft inftances of divine} ¥.15. But I am the Lord thy God, that divided 
favour and ‘goodnefs ;were thefe more frequently | the fea, wha/é waves roared, &c.] Referring,to the 
recolleéted, confidered, and thought of, they would | dividing of the Red-fea by a violent wind, at which 
prove an: antedote againft the fear of men; and | time the waves of it doubtlefs roared, till they were 
efpecially when it is obferved, that he that is. our } made to.ftand quietly, as a wall on the tightand 
maker is. he, that hath: fetched forth the heavens,.| left, forthe J/raelites to pafs through, as im #102 
and laid the foundations of the earth, thefe.are -a- | Or this is to be underltood of the power of God 
mazing works of his hands; and what is it. that | at any time, in {tilling and quieting the fea, when 
he can’t do that has made thefe? thefe he upholds | it rages; which fignification the word * here ufed 
and maintains in being, and does all things: in | has, as Alen Ezra. obferves; which power is ex- 
them as: he pleafes, and over-rules all for his’.own | prefléd» by a rebuke or reproof of it. » And fo the 
glory, and his people’s good, and therefore they | Targum, *©I am the Lord ‘thy God, th 
have nothing to fear from men ; and yet they are | “« the fea;” and in like manner the Syiac verfions 
afraid of them, fuch is their diftruft and unbelief: | fee Pf cvi. 9. Jf 1. ii. with which compare AMda#t.) 
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© viliie26." Now he that can do, and oftentimes has 
done this, can rebuke, reftrain, and ftill the fury 
of the oppreffors, the rage of the perfecutors, Rome 
pagan or papal, and deliver out of their hands, 
| Pf. xv. 72 the Lord of bofts is bis name, the Lord 
of armies in heaven and earth, and therefore is 
» able to do thefe things in a natural, civil, and 
réligious fenfe. 
¥. 16. And Ihave put my words in thy mouth, 
&c.] His promifes and his truths, either in the 
mouth of his church, and people for them, both 
to preferve and tranfmit to future generations, and 
to publifh and declare to the comfort of each other, 
ch. lix. 21. or to the prophet J/aiah, to make 
known ‘to the people of J/rae/ ; ‘or to Chrift him- 
felf, the great prophet in //rael, by whom grace 
and truth are come, and by whom God has fpoken 
all his mind and will, and in whom all the pro- 
mifes are yea and amen. ‘The doctrines of God, 
and: not men, as appears by their truth, purity, 
harmony and efficacy ; they are the words of faith 
and: found doétrine, of peace and reconciliation, 
of pardon and righteoufnefs, of falvation and eter- 
hal lite; and thefe were put into the mouth of 
Chrift, ‘to be publifhed and declared by him as the 
great prophet of the church; for which he was 
abundantly qualified as man and mediator, by be- 
ing anointed with the Holy Ghoft, without meafure, 
and by having the tongue of the learned given 
him: hence he declares, that the doctrine he 
preached was not his own as man, but his Father’s, 
and that he fpoke nothing of himfelf, but what 
he heard of him, and was taught by him, and had 
a commandment from him to fay; and which 
words or doétrines he delivered to his apoftles, and 
put into their mouths to make known unto men ; 
‘fee Fobn vii. 16. and vili. 26, 28. and xii. 49, 50. 
and xvii. 8. And have covered thee in the fhadow 
of my band protected and defended both the church 
and its members, Chrift»and his minifters, his in- 
tereft-and kingdom, his gofpel, and the truths of 
it; with its ordinances ; and continued them from 
age to age, notwithftanding the virulence and vio- 
lence of falfe teachers and perfecutors, fee chap. 
xlix. 2. that I may plant the beavens, and lay the 
foundations of the earth , form and eftabith gofpel- 
churches in the world, in the Roman empire, and 
elfewhere, both by the words and doétrines of the 
gofpel ; by the miniftry of the apoftles, and other 
preachers of the word; and by the hand of al- 
mighty power, the efficacious grace of God at- 
tending the fame : fo the Septuagint, Syriac, and 
Arabie-verfions connect this’ claufe with the former, 
by which I have fertled the heavens, &c. thefe are 
called heavens for their purity, brightnefs and glory 
they have from the Lord; for the doctrines and 
ordinances of. the gofpel, which are from heaven, 
and not’ of*men ; and for the true members of 
them, which are men-born from above, and par- 
takers of the heavenly calling ; and for the mini- 
fters of the gofpel, thofe ftars of light, which here 
hold forth the light of the'divine word to men; and 
where the fun of righteoufnefs arifes with healing in 
his wings, and where the clouds drop down the 
tain of heavenly “doétrine: thefe:are faid to be 
planted, -as if they were gardens, as the churches 
of -Chrift are, planted with all kind» of pleafant 
plants,)-with trees of tighteoufnefs, the planting of 


the Lord, that he may ‘be glorified; and thefe,. 
being watered with the dew of heaven, flourith and. 
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ftability and duration of the churches of Chrift, 
which will continue as long as the days of hea- 
ven : or that thou mayeft plant * , referring either to 
the minifters of the word, who are. inftruments 
in planting churches, 1 Cor. iii. 7. vi. 1, 8. or 
to Chrift, the chief mafter-builder and founder of 
them ; though this may principally refpect the 
making of the new heavens, and the new earth, 
which will be of Chrift’s forming and making, 
Rev. xxi. 1, 5. for it is not to be underftood of 
the firft making of the heavens and earth in a 
natural fenfe, or in a political fenfe of the fettling 
and eftablifhing of the Fewi/h nation : and fay unto 
Zion, thou art my people; the church of God, con- 
fifting whether of Fews or Gentiles, efpecially the 
latter, who once were not, but now being called 
through the miniftry of the word, are the people 
of God: and more particularly this will be. de- 
clared and made manifeft in the new Ferufalem- 
ftate, when all the elect of God will be gathered 
in, Rev. xxi. 3. 

¥. 17. Awake, awake, fland up, O Ferufalem, 
&c.] As perfons out of a fleep, or out of a ftupor, 
or even out of the fleep of death; for this re- 
{pects a more glorious ftate of the church, the 
Ferufalem, the mother of us all, after great afflic- 
tions ; and efpecially if it refpeéts the more glori- 
ous ftate of all on earth, fignified by the new 
Jerufalem, that will be preceded by the refurrec- 
tion of the dead, called the firft refurrection, when 
the faints will awake out of the duft of the earth, 
and ftand upon their feet ; fee Dan. xii. 2. 1 Dheff. 
iv. 16. Rev. xx. 5. though the laft glorious ftate 
of the church in the fpiritual reign of Chrift, is 
alfo expreffed by the rifing of the witneffes flain, 
by their ftanding on their feet, and by their afcen- 
fion to heaven, Rev. xi. 11, 12. before which 
will’ be a time of great affliction to the church, 
as here: which haft drunk at the hand of the Lord 
the cup of his fury; it is no unufual thing in fcrip- 
ture for the judgments of God, upon a nation and 
people, or on particular perfons, to be fignified 
by a cup, and efpecially on wicked men, asthe 
effect of divine wrath, Pf. xi. 6. and Ixxxv. 8. 
Jer. XXV. 15, 16,17. Here it fignifies that judg- 
ment that begins at the houfe and church of 
God, 1 Pet. iv. 17. which looks as if it arofe 
from the wrath and fury of an incenfed God: and 
though it may greatly intend the wrathful perfe- 
cutions of men, yet fince they are by the permif- 
fion and will of God, and are bounded and limited 
by him, they are called Ais cup, and faid to come 
from bis band, and the people of God take them, 
or confider them as coming by his appointment: 
thou haft drunk the dregs of the cup of trembling, 
and wrung them out ; alluding to exceffive drink- 
ing, which brings a trembling of limbs, and fome- 
times ‘paralytic diforders on men, and to the thick 
fediments in the bottom of the cup, which are 
fixed there, as the word ° fignifies, and are not 
eafily got out, and yet every drop and every dreg 
are drunk up; fignifying, that the whole portion 
of fufferings, allotted to the Lord’s people, fhall 
come upon them, even what are moft difagreeable 
to them, and fhall fill them with trembling and 
aftonifhment. ie? 

~¥. 18. There is none to guide her among all the 
fons whom fhe bath brought forth, 8&c.| Still al- 
luding 'to drunken perfons ftaggering in the ftreets, 
that can fcarcely ftand on their fect, and do not know 
their way, and yet have none to hold them up and 
. guide 
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guide them, not even of their friends and relations : 
neither is there any that taketh her by the hand, of 
all the fons that fhe hath brought up; to hold her 
up from falling, of which there is danger by reel- 
ing to and fro through the intoxicating liquor ; 
and this, either for want of fons, thefe being dead, 
or through want of filial affection in them. This 
was true of Ferufalem, literally underftood, at the 
time of her laft deftruction by the Romans, when 
fhe had no king, prieft, nor prophet to counfel 
and direét, defend and protect her; and will be 
the cafe of the church of God at the flaying of 
the witnefles, when their own friends will be fhy 
of them, and refufe or neglect to do any kind of- 
fices, or fhew any refpect unto them, fignified by 
not fuffering their dead bodies to be put into 
graves, Rev. Xi. 9. 

¥. 19. Thee two things are come unto thee, &c.] 
Affliction from the hand of God, though by means 
of enemies, and no friends to help, fupport and 
comfort, as before hinted: or elfe this refpects 
what follows, after it is faid, who hall be forry for 
thee ? lament or bemoan thee ? they of the earth 
will rejoice and be glad, and others will not dare 
to fhew any concern outwardly, whatever inward 
grief may be in their breafts, Rev. xi. 10. dejola- 
tion and deftruftion, and the famine, and the fword, 
which may be the two things before-mentioned ; 
for though there are four words, they are reduci- 
ble to two things, defolation, which is the fword, 
and by it, and deftruction, which is the famine, 
and comes by that, as Kimchi obferves: or the 
words may be rendered thus, de/olation and de- 
firuétion, even the famine and the fword; {fo that 
there is no need of making thefe things four, and 
of confidering them as diftinct from the other two, 
as the Zargum makes them, which paraphrafes the 
whole thus, ‘* two tribulations come upon thee, 
“ O Ferufalem, thou canft not arife; when four 
fhall come upon thee, fpoiling and breach, and 
“¢ the famine and the fword, there fhall be none 
‘*-to comfort thee but I.” All this was literally 
true of Ferufalem, both at the deftruction of it 
by the Chaldeans and by the Romans, and will be 
myftically true of the church at the flaying of the 
witneffes by the fword of antichrift ; when there will 
be a famine, not of bread, nor of water, but of 
hearing the word of the Lord; and which will 
bring great devaftation and defolation on the in- 
tereft of Chrift: dy whom fhall I comfort thee ? 
there being no miniftry of the word, nor admini- 
{tration of the ordinances, the ufual means of com- 
fort, the witnefies being flain; fee Lam. i. 9, 16, 
21. and ii, 13. 

¥. 20. Thy fons have fainted, &c.] Through 
want of food, or at the defolation made, and have 
no fpirit in them to appear in the intereft of .true 
religion: they lie at the head of all the ftreets ; 
emaciated by famine, and not able to walk, but 
drop down in the ftreets, and there lie panting and 
pining away ; or flain by the enemy ; or with the 
famine, and the fword, as 4ben Ezra, and none 
to bury them ; fo the dead bodies of the witneffes 
fhall lie in the ftreet of the great city unburied, 
Rev, xi. 8, 9. a5 a wild bull in a net; that is flain, 
being taken ; or if alive, however it flings about 
and ftrugeles, can’t extricate itfelf: fo it may de- 
note fuch that furyive the calamity, yet held un- 
der the power of the enemy; and though inwardly 
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fretting, and very impatient, can’t help them- 
felves, no more than fuch a creature taken in a 
toil or net; which ven Ezra takes to be a fowl, 
to which a net beft agrees ; and the Vulgate Latin 
verfion renders it, as the oryx fnuared, which Dru- 


Piha 


ius fays is the name of a bird; though it is ufed 


for a wild goat. So Arifiotle * makes mention of - 
it as of the goat-kind, and fays it has two hoofs, 
or is cloven-footed, and has one horn; and Bo- 
chart * takes it to be the fame with the unicorn’ 
of the fcriptures, or the monoceres ; and according — 
to fome writers’, it is a very fierce and bold crea- 
ture, and not eafily taken ; and therefore it is no 
wonder, when it is in the net, that it {trives, tho” 
in vain, and till it is weary, to get out of it, and yet 
is obliged to lie there. But Kimchi fays the word, 
here ufed, fignifies a wild ox or bull +, as we ren- 
der it: in Hebrew it is called Tho or Thoa, and 
very probably is the fame with the Toes mention- 
ed by Ariftotle* and Pliny », and is rendered a wild 
ox in Deut. xiv. 5. where it is reckoned among 
fheep, goats, and deer. It is ftrange that the Sep- 


tuagint fhould render it, as beet half boiled; or 


flaccid and withering, as the Syriac and Arabic 
verfions, taking it for a herb: and as much out 
of the way is the Zargum, which renders it, ** as 
‘¢ broken bottles :” they are full of the fury of the 
Lord, the rebuke of thy God; that is, Ferufalem’s 
fons, the members of the church of God, pre- 
feffors of religion, now full of calamities, which 
may feem to fow from the wrath of God, and be 
rebukes in fury, when they are only in love, Rev. 
iii. 19. and from whence they fhall be delivered, 
and their enemies punifhed, as follows. 

¥. 21. Therefore hear now this, thou affuded, 
&c.] By Babylon, by antichrift and his followers ; 
hear, for thy comfort, the following prophecy: 
and drunken, but not with wine; not with wine in 
a literal fenfe; nor with the wine of the fornica- 
tion of the whore of Rome; nor with idolatry, as 
the kings of the earth are faid to be, Rev. xvii. 
2. and xviii. 3. but, as the Yargum exprefies it, 
with tribulation; with afflictions at the hand of 
God, and perfecutions from men. jie’ 

y. 22. Lhus faith the Lord, the Lord and thy 
God, &c.] He who is Lord of all, the eternal Fe- 
hovah, who can do all things, and who is the co- 
venant-God of his people, and will do all things 
he has purpofed and promifed, and which are for 
their good and his glory ; of which they may be 
affured from the confideration of thefe names and 
titles of his, for which reafon they feem to be ufed 
and mentioned : that pleadeth the caufe of bis péo- 
ple; which is a righteous one, as he will make 
it appear to be, by delivering them out of their 
troubles, and by avenging their enemies. Be- 
hold, I have taken out of thy band the cup of trem- 
bling ; which he himfelf had put there, y. 17. 
and which none but himfelf could take out; not 
fhe herfelf, nor any of her fons, nor indeed could 
they give her any relief; but when the Lerc 
time is come to favour his people, he him 
will remove it: even the dregs of the cup o 
fury; it fhall all be clean taken away, nothing o: 
it fhall remain : thou fhalt no more drink it age in; 
or any longer®;, after the flaying of the witnef- 
fes, and their rifing again, there will be1 = 
perfecution of the church of God; fee I/- ii. g.— 
and xi. 9. Supe eee 
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y. 23. And I will put it into the hand of them | 
that affiict thee, &c.| As the Lord did ‘to literal | 
Babylon, Fer. xxv. 15, 26. fo will he do to myfti- | 
cal Babylon ; he will retaliate upon her all the evils 
fhe has done to others, and deftroy them that de- 
ftroyed the earth; fee Rev. xi. 18. and xiii, 10, 
and xviii. 6. which have faid to thy foul, bow down, 
that we may go over; who not only afflicted the 
bodies, but tyrannized oyer the fouls and con- 
{ciences of men; obliging them to a compliance 
with their idolatrous practices, to bow down and. 
worfhip the beaft, and his image; and thereby ac- i 
knowledge fubjection to the fee of Rome, and its | 
authority over them: the allufion feems to be to | 
the cuftom of the eafern kings trampling upon 
the necks of their conquered enemies, Fo/b. x. 24. _ 
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and. the pope of Rome has, in a literal fenfe, tram- 
pled upon the necks even of kings and emperors. | 
And tion baft laid thy body as the ground, and as the 
Sivect, to them ibat went over, which exprefies the 
low eftate of the church of Chrift, or holy city, 
whilft trodden under foot by the Geatiles during 
the reign of antichrift, Rev. xi. 2, and may alfo 
denote the fneaking outward compliance of fome 
through the force of perfecution, when they did 
not cordially embrace, nor with, confcience, and 
from their heart, fubmit to the authority of the 
church of Rome; but though the people of God 
are reprefented in fuch a low-and groveling coa- 
dition, yet they fhall arife out of it, and come 
into a very flourifhing one, as. the next chapter 
fhews, 
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CHAP. LI. 


HIS chapter is a prophecy of the glorious 

{tate of the church in the latter day, typi- 
fied by the deliverance of the Fews from Babylon. 
The church, under the names of Zion and Feru- 
falem, is exhorted to awake and clothe herfelf with 
ftrength, and with beautiful garments, to fhake off 
her duft, and Joofe her bands, fince fhe fhould be- 
come a pure and feparate people, y. 1, 2. and 
whereas the Lord’s people had been afflicted for- 
merly by the Egyptians, and more lately by the 
Affyrians, a free redemption is promifed them; and 
the rather they might expect it, fince the Lord 
was no gainer by their affliction, but a lofer in his 
name and honour, as well as they diftreffed, y. 2, 
4, 5. And it is fuggefted, that the knowledge of 
the Lord fhould be fpread, the good tidings of 
peace and falvation be delightfully publifhed, and 
that the minifters of the gofpel fhould have clear 
Tight, and be harmonious and unanimous in the 
publifhing of it, ¥. 6, 7, 8. Upon which the 
wafte places of Yerufalem are called upon to re- 
joice, both becaufe of the reftoration of the Fews, 
and the converfion of the Gentiles, ¥.9, 10. And 
the people of God are called to go out of Badylon, 
- the manner of their departure is directed, and 
fomething faid for their encouragement, ¥. 11, 12. 
And the chapter is concluded with fome account 
of the Meffiah, of his humiliation and exaltation, 
and of his work and office, ¥. 13, 14, 15. and 
which are enlarged upon in the next chapter, which 
ought properly to begin with thefe laft veries. 


¥. 1. Awake, awake, put on thy firength, O Zion, 
&c.] Aben Ezra fays, all interpreters agree, that 
this prophecy is yet to be fulfilled, and fo it is: 
by Zion is meant the church in gofpel-times, in 
the latter day-glory, which is called upon to awake 
out of fleep; and this repeated to fhew what a 
deep fleep had fallen on her, the danger fhe was 
in through it, and the vehemency of the {peaker, 
or the great concern the Lord had for her; and 
this is the very ftate and cafe of the church of 
Chrift now, and the prophecy refpeéts our times, 
and what follow. There is a general carnal fecu- 
rity, and {piritual drowfinefs, which has feized the 
people of God ; a nan-exercife of grace among 
them, at leaft it is not a lively one ; a fluggifh- 
‘nefs to,.and in duty; a contentment in the exter- 


nal performance of it; an indifferency about the 
caufe of Chrift, and power of religion; and an 
unconcernednefs about the truths and ordinances 
of the gofpel, the difcipline of Chrift’s houfe, and 
the honour of it; which the enemy takes the ad- 
vantage of, and fows his tares of falfe doctrine and 
worfhip ; wherefore it is high time to awake out of 
fleep, and to put on ftrength, or clothe * with it, and 
do the Lord’s will, and work and oppofe the ene- 
my. Saints are weak in theméelves, but they 
have ftrength in Chrift, and on him fhould they 
wait ; to him fhould they look, and on him fhould 
they exercife faith for it; they fhould put on the 
whole armour of God, clothe themfelves with it, 
refume courage, pluck up a good heart and fpi- 
rit, and not fear any difficulties, dangers and ene- 
mies. Put on thy beautiful garments, O Ferufalem, 
the holy city ;, another name for the gofpel-church, 
fee Heb, xii. 22. and which is called the boly city ; 
referring to the times in the latter day, when ho- 
linefs {hall more appear and prevail in the churches ; 
when faints fhall be built up in their holy faith, 
and more clofely attend to holy ordinances, and 
walk in an holy converfation and godlinefs; and 
efpecially the new Ferufalem-church-ftate will an- 
{wer to this name, and fo it is called, Rev. xxi. 2, 
ro. and when the faints will put on their beautiful 
garments, as on holy-days,*and times of rejoicing; 
their mourning will be over, and all figns of it 
fhal) be laid afide ; the witnefies will no more pro- 
phefy in fackcloth; the marriage-of the Lamb ‘will 
be come ; the bride made ready, being clothed with 
fine linen, clean and white, the righteoufnefs of the 
faints, the garments of Chrift’s falvation, and the 
robe of his righteoufnefs ; which are the beautiful 
garments, here meant, which ferve for many, and 
anfwer all the purpofes of a garment, as to cover 
nakednefs, preferve from the inclemency of the 
weather, keep warm and comfortable, beautify and 
adorn ; and beautiful they are, being all of a 
piece, large and long, pure and fpotleis, rich and 
glorious, and which make thofe beautiful that 
wear them ; and though being once on, they are 
never off again; yet faints fometimes are remifs 
in their acts of faith in putting them on, to which 
they are here exhorted; fee Rev. xix. 7, 8. for 
henceforth there ball no more come into thee the un- 
circumcifed, and the unclean; this fhews, that the 

prophec; 


a JIy nea aducay tm sox (4, Sept. induere fortitudine tua, V. L, induere robur tuum, Vitringa. 
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prophecy cannot be underftood of Fernfalem Vite- 
rally, nor of the times of the Babylonifo. captivity, 
‘and deliverance from it, fince after this the un- 
circumcifed, and the unclean did enter into. it, 
. Antiochus Epiphanes, Pompey, and the Romans, but 
of the myftical Jeru/alem, the church of Chrift, 
in the latter day, the fpiritual reign of Chrift; when 
the Gentiles, the papifts, meant by the uncireum- 
cifed and the unclean, fhall no more come againjt 
them, as the words ‘ maybe rendered, and -per- 
fecute them ; and when’ there will be no more a 
mixture of papifts and proteftants, of heréticks 
and otthédox, of hypocrites and: faints ; and‘ when 
there will be few or none under a 'profeffion,: but 
will have the truth of grace in them }#when évery 
pot and vefitl in Feru/alem will be holinefs to»the 
Lord, and the heathen will be perifhed out of the 
land, Zech. xiv..21. Pf. x. 16. and efpecially this 
will be true in the perfonal reign of Chrift,) in the 
new Yerufalem-church-ftate, into which nothing 
fhall enter that defiles, or makes an abomination, 
and a lye, Rev. xxi..27., + > 

y. 2. Shake-thyfelf from the -duft, &c.] Or the 
duji from thee®, in which fhe had. fat, or rolled 
herfelf as a.mourner; or where fhe had been 
trampled upon by her perfecutors and opprefiors ; 
but now being delivered from them, as well as 
from all carnal profeffors and. falfe teachers, fhe is 

_ called upon to fhake herfelf from the duft of de- 
bafement and diftrefs, of falfe doétrine,. fuperiti- 
tion and will-worfhip in every form ‘and’ fhape, a 
great deal. of which adheres to thofe churches cal- 
led reformed. Arife, and fit down, O Ferufalem , 
or fit up, as it may be rendered ; arife ‘from thy 
low eftate, from. the ground and duft where thou 
art caft ; ‘* and fit upon the throne of thy glory,” 
fo the Targum: it denotes the exaltation of the 
church from, alow to an high eftate, fignified by 
the afcenfion of the witneffes to heaven; Rev. xi. 
12. Some render. it, arife, O captivity, or cap; 
tive”; fo the word is ufed in: ch. xlix.'24, 24. 
and agrees with what follows : Joofe thy/elf from the 
bands of thy neck, O captive, daughter of Lion; or 
loofe thou the dands off thy neck from thee , which 
feems to denote the people! of God in myftical 
Babylon, alittle before its deftruction, who will 
-be. called out of it, as they afterwards are-in. this 
chapter ; and to throw off the Romifb ‘yoke, and 
releafe themfelves frony that captivity and bondage, 
they have been brought ‘into by the man of fin, 
who now himfelf fhall be led captive, Kev. xiii, 
10. : 

\¥. 3. For thus faith the Lord, ye have fold your- 
felves for nought, 8&c.] ts ~Abab did to, work 
wickednefs 5 as.men do freely, and get nothing by 
it; for there is nothing got in the fervice of fin, 
fatan and antichrift, or .by being flaves and vaflals 
to them ; not profit, but lofs; not. pleafure, but 
pain; not honour, but fhame; not liberty, but 
bondage ; not riches and wealth, but poverty and 
want, which. popery always brings into thofe coun- 
tries and people, where it obtains. 4nd. ye shall 
be redecmed without money ;\in-like manner, as Our 
fpiritual and eternal redemption, from fin, fatan, 
the law, the world, death and hell is obtained ; not 
without the price of the precious blood of the 
Lamb, but without fuch corruptible things as fil- 
‘ver and gold, 1 Pet. i.-18,/19. and: without any 
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lech interprets it, 


ried them captive, and exercifedatyra 
over them, caufe them to howl: under their bond.” 
-age and flavery, as the J/raelites formerly itt Beypt. 


but lofers by their captivity, | he i 
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price paid to thofe by whom weare held captive) 
but to. God, againft whom we! have finnedjwhoe 
law we have broken, | and whofe juftice ‘mult be fie 
tisfied ; and the blood of:Chriftis a fuffidien 
to\anfwer all: hence redemption) th at. 
Chrift-much,. is entirely free to us; ithe 
redemption of the church, from the bondage ‘gp 
flavery of antichrift, be brought. about by "hh, 
power of God undeferved by them ;/norit 
their merits, |and without :any. ranfom-p 


to thofe who heldthem captives. 99 clic, 
ai \Fory this faith the Lord God, pK. 
| Lord confirms what he had before {aid: BE 


‘ing his people without Imoneyy who had "Bess (ot 
for’nothing, by pait ihftances’ of his “deliveraee 


of them: my- people went down aforctime tilo Lovey 
to fojourn there, Jacob and his family swent down 
there of their own accord, where: they were flip! 
plied witly food in a time of famine; and 4ettled! 
in a very fruitful part of it; but when’ they were 
opprefied, and) cried to the Lord; he ap blip 
them, and delivered them‘ anduthe yaffp mop 
preffed them without caufe, which fomevnderfand | 
of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who» they Yay Svag7ah 
Afrian, or {0 called, becaufe of hist power Sand’ 
cruelty ; or it being ufual to call anpenemy ofthe” 
Fews an Afyrian : or rather the words imay beren.” 
dered, but the Afyrian, &c. Pharath tad were’ 
pretence for. what he did 5 the J/reeltesicameé into 
his country, he did not. carry them) captives they‘ 
received many benefits and favours there} and We 
fettled in’ a part of his dominions, fo ‘that he 
might claim them. as his fubjects» and 'refate’' to. 
difmifs them ; but the Afprians had nerhing Hc. 
do with them could notvmake any pretence whiy 
they fhould invade them, and opprefs*them’;s"and”’ 
therefore if the Lord had delivered them fromthe | 
one, he would alfo deliver ‘them:from ‘thé 6the®. 
This may be underftood of the feveral savas 


and: captivities by Pul, Tiglath-Pilefar, ‘Saliane-~ 


fer, Sennacherib, and .even Nebuchadneezar Wino” 


of Babylon; Babylon having been the metro & 
Afyria, and a branch of ae Affyrian ou ; 
now tranflated to the Chaldeans or "thé fenfe’ ie? 
and the ‘Afyrians alfo opprefled Fj-ael, as Walp ei 
the Lgyptians, without any juftreafon; and] de.” 


livered them out of their hands ; and fo Pail} * 
of antichriftian 


fhe LD O89 FOO | 


redeem my church and: people ‘out 


ple out of myftical Babylon, {piritually* wine 
dom and Egypt. ‘They that rule over #henp. 
them to, howl, faith the Lord; they thatsh 


wherefore the Lord is moved wit! ‘aan 
them, and fince neither he! nor th 


liver them: or it may be 
3 ; 


- . 


ay 


4 ; 


; YP. urge. 
L i lot . me 


us 
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rulers to bowl *y-or his rulers howl; not the ¢om- 
mon, péople only, but their governors, civil and 
ecclefiattical 5. fo: ben: Ezra interprets it not of 
heathen rulers, but of the great men of J/rael: 
end. my name continually every day is blafphemed , by 
‘afcribing their extent of power and authority, their 


‘dominions and conquefts, not to the Lord, but to | 


their idols, whom they worfhip, to fuch or fuch a 
faint 5 opening their mouths*in blafphemy againft 
‘God, -his name and» tabernacle, and his ‘people, 
Rev. xiii 5, 6: The Largum is, “ and always, 
‘* all the dayjsbecaufe of the worfhip of my name, 
‘« they provoke.” The Septuagint is, for you al- 
ways myname is.blafphemed among the Gentiles; fee 
Rom A. 24. : 

yf. 6. Therefore my people foall know my name, 
&c.]}. His nature and pertections ; his faithfulnefs 
in fulfilling his promifes to them; his power in de- 
livering them out of their bondage and his ju- 
itice in punifhing their enemies. Therefore they 
fhall know on that day, that I am he that doth {peak. 
Bebold itis I; they fhall then fee, when the peo- 
ple of God are’ delivered from the antichriftian 
flavery and:bondage, and when’ Badylon is fallen, 
that all the promifes God has jpoken, are yea and 
amen; that Jefus Chrift is the true and faithful 
witnefs ;:and that ,thefe are his true and. faithful 
fayings, which he has fpoken. 

¥. 7. How beautiful upon the mountains are the 


feet of bim that bringeth good tidings, &c.] Not of 


the meffenger that brought the news of Cyrus’s 
proclamation of: liberty to the Zews ; rather of 
Fobn the Baptift, the fore-runner of our Lord ; 
beft of Chrift himfelf, the mefienger of the cove- 
nant, who was°anointed to preach glad tidings to 
the. meek, and by:whom grace, peace, life, and 
falvation came; and alfo of the apoftles of Chrift, 
for to.gofpel-times are thefe words applied, and to 
more perfons than one, Rom. x. 15. who were not 
only {een upon the. mountains of the land of J/rael, 
as the Zergum paraphrafes it, where ‘both Chritt 
and his. apottles preached, but upon the mountains 
of the Gentile world; and may denote the pains 
they took, the circuit they made, and the difficul- 
ties. they had to encounter with ; and the publick- 
nefs, of their miniftrations, which lay in bringing 
good tidings, of the incarnate Saviour, of God ma- 
nifeft in the flefh, for the word * here ufed has the 
fignification of flefh in it; of good things in the 
heart of God for his people, in the covenant of 
grace, in the hands of Chrift, and as. come’by him, 
and to be had from him; as pardon by his blood ; 
juftification by his righteoufnefs ; eternal life and 
happinefs thro’ him ; and of all good things to be 
enjoyed now and hereafter. It may be applied to 
all other minifters of the gofpel in after-ages, who 
are bringers of the fame good tidings to the chil- 
dren of men, to whom their very feet are beauti- 
ful, erd-even at a diftance, upon the high moun- 
tains ; not to carnal men, but fenfible finners, to 
whom, the good news: of falvation by Chrift is 
welcome, /cet are mentioned inftead of their whole 
perfons, becaufe the inftruments of motion, and fo 
of bringing the tidings, and of running to and fro 
with them from place to place, ‘and even tho’ they 
are dirty and defiled with fin ; for gofpel-minifters 
are nor tree from it, and are men of like paffions 
with others; yet are beautiful when their walk and 
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miniftry, converfation arid doctriné, dgree togethers 
and their feet are particularly fo, being fhod with the 
preparation of the gofpel of peace.- The words 
may with the greateft propriety, and in agreement 
with the context, be underftood ‘of that angel, or 
fett of gofpel-minifters in the latter day, repre- 
fented as flying in the midft of the heavens, hav- 
ing the everlafting gofpel to preach to all nations, 


‘which will precede the fall of Babylon Rev. xiv. 6, 


8: that publifbeth peace ; peace by the blood of Je- 
fus Chrift, a principal article of the gofpel, and of 
its good news; hence it is called the gofpel of 
peace, and the word of reconciliation; peace of 
con{cience, which flows from the fame blood ap- 
plied, and of which the gofpel is the means; and 
peace among the faints one with another, and a- 
mong men, which fhall at this time bé enjoyed ; 
there will be no difcord nor animofities among 
themfelves, nor perfecution from their enemies : 
happy times! haleyon days! welcome the pub- 
lithers of fuch tidings! shat bringeth good tidings of 
good, or, that bringeth good tidings; for the ori- 
ginal does not require fuch a tautology ; it means 
the fame good tidings as before, and which follow 
after: that publifheth falvation, by Jefus Chrift, 
as wrought out by him for finners, which is full, 
compleat, and fuitable for them, and to be had of 
him freely ; and what better tidings than this? fee 
Rev, xix. 1: that faith unto Zion, thy God reigneths 
that faith to Zion, the church of Chrift, that Chrift, 
who is truly God, and their God, has taken to 
himfelf, in a more open and vifible manner, his 
great power, and reigns as the Lord God omni- 
potent; and this is good’ news and glad tidings 
fee Pf. xcvii. 1. Rev. xix. 6. and xi. 15, 17. The 
Targum is, ‘ the kingdom of thy God is revealed ;” 
fee Matt. iii. 2. This paflage is interpreted of the 
Meffiah and his times, by many Fewi/h ™ writers, 
ancient and modern; fee the note on Rom. x. 15. 
¥. 8. The watchmen foall lift up the voice, &c.] 
Not the Levites in the temple, nor the prophets of 
the Old Teftament; rather the evangelifts and apo- 
{ties of Chrift ; beft of all gofpel-minifters in the 
latter day, fo called in‘allufion to watchmen on the 
walls of cities looking out, and giving notice of 
approaching danger; fee J/ Ixii. 6, 7. The words 
may be rendered, the voice of the watchmen ; they 
foall lift up the voice ; together fball they fing , that 
is, this is the voice of the watchmen, namely, the 
voite of peace and falvation, which the bringers of 
good tidings, the fame with thefe watchmen, pub- 
lith: Lifting up their voice denotes the publicknefs 
of their miniftrations, the vehemency of them, and 
their importance ; /inging together their joy and 
chearfulnefs, their harmony and unity. For they 
hall fee eye to eye ; moft clearly, Zion’s king reign. 
ing before his ancients glorioufly ; the great doc- 
trines of peace and falvation publifhed by them ; 
and the great and wonderful things God will do 
for his church, in fulfilling prophecies relating 
thereunto. So the Targum, ‘* for with their eyes 
** they fhall fee the great things which the Lord 
‘¢ will do ;” and as their light and difcerning will 
be moft clear, like the light of feven days, fo it 
will be alike in them ; their’ fentiments and doc- 
trines will exaétly agree; there will be no difference 
nor diffenfion among them: when the Lord fhall 


bring again Zion, return his church and people to 


their 


: yosbemp yous dominatores ejus ululare facient, Montanus ; dominatores ipfius ejulant, Junius & Tremellius, Vitringa ; 


ululant, Pifcator ; qui habent poteflatem im’ eum ejulant, Cocceius. — 
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their former ftate, frorn whence they were declined; 


reftore them as at the beginning; revive his work 


among them ; caufe his gofpel and ordinances to 
be profefied and obferved in their purity ; call in 
his ancient people the ‘Yews, and bring in the ful- 
nefs of the Gentiles; pour out his Spirit in a plenti- 
ful manner on them, and grant his gracious’ prefence 
to them ; fo the Zargum, ‘* when he fhall return his: 
«© Shekinah or divine majefty to Zion.” ‘This text 
is by the Yews * applied ’to the times of the Meffiah,. 
and tothe refurrection of the dead °. 

¥. 9. Break forth into joy, fing together, ye wafte 
places of Ferufalem, 8ec.| This is what the watch- 
men fhall fay, when they lift up their voice; this 


will be one part of their fong, and the intent of 


it; to obferve to the members of the churches, 
which hall be conftituted in thofe parts which 
were formerly barren and defolate, what wonder- 
ful things the Lord has done in bringing again 
, Zion; in building up the ruins of it; in the clear 
light of the gofpel’ he has caufed to break forth, 

‘and in the good tidings of peace and falvation 
publifbed ; on account of all which they are called 
upon to exprefs the greateft joy in a focial man- 
ner, with the utmoft unanimity, as having’ every 
one a concern therein : 
his people ; with his divine prefence, and the light 
of his countenance; with the difcoveries~of his 
love ; with the joys of his falvation by Chrift , 
with the comforts of his Spirit, with the doétrines 
of the gofpel, and the exceeding great and preci- 
ous promifes of it; with the ordinances of his 
houfe, thofe breafts of confolation ; ; and by en- 
larging his kingdom and intereft with the conver- 
fion of Yews and Gentiles; and particularly by the 
donation and application of the various bleffings 
of grace thro’ Chrift, and efpecially that which fol- 
lows: be hath redeemed Ferufalem , the fame with 
his people, particularly the ews,, now converted ; 

who will have the bleffing of redemption, ob- 
tained by the Meffiah, made known and applied 
unto them; which will be matter of comfort to 
them: as vi is to all fenfible finners, who fee them- 
felves loft and undone; liable to the wrath of God, 
and curfes of the law; under a fentence of con- 
demnation ; the captives of fin and fatan, and pri- 
foners of law and juftice ; unable to redeem them- 
felves, or any creature capable of giving a ranfom 
for them. 

y. 10. The Lord hath made bare his holy arm in 
the eyes of all the nations, Sec. | Revealed his gotpel, 
' which is a fyftem of holy doétrines, and°.is «the 
power of God unto falvation, openly, in the fight 
of all men, and given it a general fpread all the 
world over; and with it has exerted his almighty 
power, in the marvellous converfion of multitudes 
of fouls every where, in which his holinefs, as well 
as his power, is difplayed: or elfe Chrift is: here 
meant, who is the power of God; by whom he 
has made the world, and upholds* it ; by whom 
he has redeemed his people, and faved them ; 3 and 
_by whom he keeps and ‘preferves them; and 'b 
whom he'll raife them from’ the dead -at the la 
day ; and who is holy-in his nature,“and in ‘his 
works : this arm of his was made bare or re- 
vealed at his incarnation ; is evidently feen in his 


word and ordinances ; and will be more clearly re- | 1 


vealed therein in the latter day, as he will be moft 
fully manifefted in perfon at the laft day, even in 
the eyes of the whole world. The allufion is to 


® PeGkta in Kettoreth Haffammin in  Targ, in Num. fol. 25. 4. : 


P In Exod. fol. 87. 4. 


for the Lord bath comforted 


DS ee 
eS " 


= R me = 


iAH. , Chit too 


military perfons scohattgi age efpecially 
|the eaftern countries, w oofe a: 

long garments, which they ‘sucked P. on the 
arms, that they might be more expeditious in 
and fo in any other fervice.  Scander 
fight the Turks with his arm. pata iy 
ot his lite ebferves: 
foall fee the falvation of our God 3 


And all the ends of the 


which Chrift, God manifeft in the flefh, ha 
out: the people of God, in the feveral parts 
world, fhall fee. their need of this falv 
fuitablenefs of it to them the neceffity 
to Chrift for it ; their intereft in it; and thal; 
take of: the bleffings. of it: or Chrift himfel 
meant, the Saviour of God’s providing, . 
and giving ; of whom multitudes, in the feveral 
parts of the world, fhall have a fpiritual fight, by 
‘faith, in the latter day 5: and all fhall have. "a. me 
poral fight of him, when he comes in perfon, or 
appears a fecond time, without fin unto falvation. 
¥. rn, Depart ye, depart ye, 8c.) Ne in 
rufalem, as fome, for- that is now faid te be. re- 
deemed, and its wafte places made joyful; but 
Babylon, even myftical Babylon. The Targum is, 
be ye feparated, be ye feparated , and fo. * 
2 Cor. vii 17... It denotes.a feparation: from the 
idolatrous church of Rome; and the exhortation is. 
repeated, to haften the thing, to urge the neceffity 
of it, and point at the danget of delaying it ; and 
it may be, it may refpect a two-fold feparation, ore’ 
that has been already at the time of. -Reforma- 
tion, and another that will be juft before the de- 
{truction of Babylon, Rev. xviii. 4: go ye out from 
thence not only proteft againft-the faile doatrines, 
idolatries, and fuperftitions of that apoftate church, 
but entirely relinquifh her communion: # ouch no 
unclean thing ; have no fellowfhip with pa in any 
of her unclean and idolatrous actions, and bring 
none of her abominations along with you. — It was 
the fault of the firft reformers from popery, that 
they brought fo many of the impurities of the 
church of Rome along with them; which are re- 
tained to this day; in this laft feparation, care is. 
to be taken, and will be taken, that thofe that 
come out keep clear of -all her defilements ; fee 
Rev. xiv. 4, 5 : go ye out of the midft of ber, ‘ahich 
fignifies much the fame as before, and is’ 


again and again, to fhew the importance of it: d¢ 


ye clean that bear the vefjels of the Lord; not the 
veflels of the Lord’s fanétuary, as rae re. 
ftored by Cyrus to the Fews, at their return 
Babylonith captivity, E£zra i. 7, 8. ey aed 
interprets it of the priefts and Erith ba the 
vellels of the Lord in the wildernefs; but XZ 

of the mercies and kindnefies of the Lord; 
Ezra of the law: but it may much better be wi 
derftood of the minifters of the gofpel, and of 
treafure of the gofpel which they have in t 
earthern veflels ; or the name of the Lord, wh 
they are chofen veffels to bear: and ¢: 
world; who ought to be pure from. fa 


fuperftitions worfhip, and an evil. onver 


tho’ it may be applied to a tia 
true believers are priefts under the goff 
tion’; and. as cae bear the whole apme 


pas of the righteous, a ough 
ng Meffiah.. + Bre atte 
swat fenp ova. pie * 
T. Bab. Sanhedrin, fol. gt. ; 
4 
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¥. 12. For ye foall not go out with hafte, nor go 
by flight, &c.] As perfons afraid of their enemies, 
of being purfued, overtaken, and detained by 
them ; privily or by ftealth, like fugitives, as the 
Oriental verfions render it; in like manner as the 
Fraelites went out of Egypt: but it fignifies, that 
they fhould go out openly, boldly, quietly, and 
fafely, and without fear of their enemies ; yea, 
their enemies rather being afraid of them. So the 
witneffés, when they fhall rife, will afcend to hea- 
ven in the fight of their enemies ; which will be 
followed with a great flaughter of fome, and the 
terror of others, Rev. xi. 12, 13: for the Lord will 
go before you, and the God of Ifrael will be your rear- 
ward; the Lord will be their captain, and will lead 
the van, fo that they fhall follow in, order, and 
without any tumult or fear; and tho’ they. fhall 
make all neceflary difpatch, yet no more hafte than 
good fpeed ; the Lord going before will check all 
tumultuous and diforderly motions ; and he alfo 
will bring up the rear, fo that they fhall be in no 
fear of the enemy attacking’ them behind, and 
where generally the weaker and more feeble part 
are; but the Lord will be gathering them up, or 
clofing them,’ as the word ¢ fignifies ; fo that they 
fhall be in the utmoft fafety, and march out, of 
Babylon with the greateft eafe and freedom, without 
any moleftation oy difturbance. The allufion may 
be to the Lord’s going before, and fometimes be- 


hind J/rael, in a pillar of fire and cloud by night 


and day, as they paffed thro’ the wildernefs. 

¥. 13. Bebold, my fervant fhall deal prudently, 
&c.] Here properly a new chapter fhould begin, 
thefe three laft verfes treating of the fame perfon 
and fubjeét as the following chapter; even of Chrift, 
his perfon, offices, humiliation, and exaltation, and 
the effects and fruits thereof-;. for of him undoubt- 
edly the whole is to be underftood. The Yews fay 
it is a difficult prophecy ; and fo it is to them, 
being contrary to their, notions and fchemes ;. or 
otherwife it is plain and eafy, refpecting the Mef- 
fiah ; but rather than he fhould be thought tobe 
meant, the modern ones have invented a variety 
of interpretations.. Some apply this prophecy to 
Abraham , others to Mofes; others to Ezra ; others 
to Zorobabel ; and others to any righteous perfon: 
~ the more principal and prevailing opinions among 
them are, that it is to be underftood either of the 
whole body of the people of J/rae/ in captivity,. as 
archi, Aben Ezra, and Kimchi, or of king Fofah, 
flain by Pharaoh Necho, as Abarbinel ; or of Fe- 
remiah, as Saadiah Gaon; all which are weak and 
impertinent, and as they difagree with each other, 
fhew the perplexity they are under *. The Zar- 
gum interprets it of the Meffiah; and fo did the 
ancient Rabbins, as Aben Ezra and Alfbech con- 
fefs ; and feveral parts of the prophecy are applied 
to him, both by ancient and modern ones, as will 
be feen in the expofition of it. Chrift, as man 
and Mediator, is the fervant of God, of his chufing 
and calling, fending, bringing forth, and fupport- 
ing; fee ch. xlil. 1. from whom. he had both his 
work and his wages: the principal part of his fer- 
vice lay in working out the redemption and falva- 
tion of his people, in which he willingly and chear- 
fully engaged, and which he diligently and faith- 


a 


\ t Profperabitur, Junius & Tremellius, 
Feliciter agit, Cocceius; profpere aget, Vitringa. 
» Yalkut in loc. i 
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fully performed; in which he fhewed a regard to. 
his Father’s will, love to his people, and great 
condefcenfion, as well as wifdom ; for as it is here 
promifed he would, fo he did deal prudently , as 
in his infancy, when he difputed with the doctors 
in the temple, fo throughout the whole of his pub- 
lic life, in preaching the gofpel, in anfwering the 
queftions of his enemies, and in his behaviour at 
his apprehenfion, arraignment, condemnation, and 
crucifixion: or, he /hall caufe to underftand® ; make 
others wife and prudent; he caufed them to un- 
deritand his Father’s. mind and will, the fcriptures, 
and the gofpel in them; he made men wife unto 
falvation, and inftructed in thofe things which be- 
long to their peace; and he ftill does by his Spirit, 
thro’ the miniftry of the word: or, he ball pro- 
Jper +; the pleafure of the Lord profpered in his 
hands ; he rode forth profperoufly, deftroying his 
and our enemies ; was very fuccelsful in working 
out falvation, as he is ins his advocacy and inter- 
ceffion for his people, and «in the miniftration of 
his gofpel ; and is the author of all profperity in 
his churches, and to. particular believers. The 
Targum is, ‘* behold, my fervant the Meffiah thall 
*¢ profper;” and fo another Yewi/o writer fays ", 
that the fection which begins with thefe words is 
concerning the Meffiah: be /hall be exalted, and ex- 
tolled, and be very high ; as he has been exalted by 
his Father, by raifing him from the dead, and 
giving him.glory; by placing him at his own right 
hand, and giving him all power in heaven and in 
earth; by committing all judgment into his hands, 
that all men may honour him as they do the Fa- 
ther : .and-he is extolled by his people, in his per- 
fon’ and offices, by giving him the glory of their 
falvation, in their hearts, thoughts and affections, 
with their mouths and.lips; and fo he is in his 
houfe and ordinances, by his minifters and churches : 
and is made. very igh; higher than the kings of 
the earth; higher than the angels of heaven; higher 
than. the heavens themfelves. . The Jews fay * of 
the. Meffiah, in reference to thefe words, that he is 
exalted above Abraham, extolled above Mo/es, and 
made higher than the- miniftring angels; and in 
another ancient book * of theirs it is faid, the king- 
dom of J/rael fhall be exalted in the days of the 
Meffiah, as it is written, be /hall be exalted and ex- 
tolled, &c. 

' y. 14. As many were aftonifoed at thee, &c.]} 
Not fo much at the miracles he wrought, the doc- 
trines he taught, and. the work he did; or at his 
greatnefs and glory, at his exaltation and dignity, 
tho’ very wonderful; as at his. humiliation, the 
mean appearance he made, the low eftate he was 
brought into ; the fufferings and ‘death which he 
underwent. Thefe words are placed between the 
account of his exaltation and humiliation, and may 
be thought to have refpect to both; and indeed it 
is aftonifhing, that one fo great as he was and is, 
fhould become fo low as he did; and alfo, that 
one that was brought fo low, fhould be raifed fo 
high : Ais vifage was fo marred more than any man, 
and bis form more than the fons of men tho’ fairer 
than the children of men, as he was the imme- 
diate workmanfhip of the divine Spirit, and without 
fin; yet what with his griefs and forrows he bore, 

and 
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15U" erudiet, five, intelligere — faciet, 

by mos he foall proper. 
- . ™ Tanchuma apud. 
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and troubles he met with ; what with watchings 
and faftings, with laborious preaching, and, con-— 
{tant travelling about to do good; what with fweat 


and blood, with buffetings and fcourgings, never 


was any man’s face more marred, or his form 
‘more altered, than his was. 
¥. 15. So fall he fprinkle many nations, &c.] 


‘This is not to be underftood of water-baptifin, for 
tho’ this has been adminiftred in many nations, yet 
not by Chrift, nor done by fprinkling ; rather of 
the grace of the Spirit, which is exptefied by wa-, 
ter, and its application by fprinkling, and is of a 
cleanfing and fanétifying nature, and'which Gen’ 
tiles are made partakers’ of; but better of the blood | 
‘by which | 


of Chrift, called the blood of fprinkling, 
the conicience i is purged from dead works, and the! 


heart from an evil confcience, and by which mul- 


titudes of many nations are juftified and fanétified:; 
tho’ it feems beft of ‘all'to‘ interpret it of the doc. | 
trine of Chrift, ‘whichis compared to rain and 
dew, and is.dropped, diftiled, and {prinkléd, and 
falls gent! y upon the fouls of men, and has been | 
publithed in’ many nations, with good’ effe& and 
fuccefs.‘ So Kimchi and Ben Melech fay, the phrafe | 
is expreffive of fpeaking.. This paffage is applied 
to the Meffiah by a Jews writer’. The Zargum 
is, * he will fcatter many people ;” and Aben Ezra 
interprets it of pouring out their blood: and taking 
vengeance on them. The kings fhall [but their mouths 
at hime! aftonifhed at the glories and excellencies 
of his perfon and office, as outfhining theirs; at 
od wonderful works of grace and falvation, ‘and 


CHA P., Litt. oon in ie “ae 


FES chapter’ treats of the mean'appearance 

of Chrift in human nature, his fufferings in 
it, and the glory that’ fhould follow. It begins 
with a complaint of the fmall'number of thofe that 
believed the report concerning him, the power of 
God not being exerted, ¥. 4. the reafon of this 
general difbelief was the meannefs of his outward 
eircumftances, and the want of comelinefs in him ; 
hence he was treated with general neglect and con- 
tempt, ¥. 2,3. which was the more unkind ‘and 
ungenerous,’ fince it was the griefs and’ forrows of 
others he bore, and their fins alfo, for which he 
was wounded and bruifed; that they might have 
healing,’ ¥. 4, 5, 6. yet he'took and ‘bore all pa- 
tiently, like a lamb at the laughter, and the fheep 
under the fhearer, y. 7. ‘which was the mote ex- 
traordinary, fince’ he was‘ ufed both ‘in life; and 
at ‘death, in fo’ rigorous and barbarous a manner, 
and’ all for the fins of others, having” been guilty 
of none himfelf, ¥. 8, 9. and what is moft amaz- 
ing, the Lord himfelf had an hand in grieving and 
_ bruifing him, ‘¥. ro, tho’ for his encouragement, 
and a reward to him’ as man and Mediator, for 
all his fufferings, it is intimated, that he fhould 
fucceed and profper, have ‘a numerous iffue, fhould 
juftify many; and have a portion and ea! divided 
with the great and mighty, ¥. 10, 11, 12. 


¥. 1. Who bath believed cur report? Bre. OF 
Not what -we hear, ‘but others hear ‘ 


hearing * | 
from us; the doétrine of the gofpel, which is a re- 
port of the love, grace, and, mercy of God in 
Chritt;, of Chrift himéelf, his perfon, offices, obe- 


' ¥ Baal Hatturim in Lev. xvi. iy. 


for tho” extern We yet not incr re 


| fupports —. peoples and 


— 


nl of SH. 
if they do not profefs them, yet dare not blafpheme 
them. It feems to denote a reverent, a 
them, and a fubjection to Ch and his 

nances ; and muft be underftood of thei flab, 
as well as of themfelves. For that which ae 
been told them foall they fee, and that ti 
not heard foall they confider. Or, a. j int? 


is applied to Chrift and his. .gofpel in 
the apoftles, Rom. XV. 20, 21. y, The Ge es had 
not, the’ oracles of God committed to 1 sould 
not be told the things of the gofpel, a1 : tte- 
late to Chrift,. by | their ‘oracles, .or by th 

fophers 5 3 nor could. they b be come. at by te Pi 

of nature, or by carnal reafon; fich) 

trines of a Trinity of Perfons in the G Scien 3 of 
the. deity, Sonfhip, and-incarnation | of. Chrift;.0f 
falyation by him ; of juftification by. his. 4 ene 
nefs, pardon by his blood, and, atonemen by his 
facrifice 5 of the refiirrection of the dead, and eter 


nal life: but now Chrift, and_his gofpel are bob 
and underftood by fpiritual, men ; who befides 


nei 
unto them, have theif eyes opened, an 
eyes and underftandings given them; fo that they 
have a fight of Chrift, of the glory, beaut 
fulnels of his perfon, by faith, thro’ the ; 
the word, fo as. to approve of him, apprer 

him, and "Become, like unto. him ; aah hee 

fpel, and the doétrinés of i it, fo as to like of 

them, believe them, diftinguifh them, and look 


upon them with wonder and pleafure,. 


i 
aieniee fufferings, and death, and of ey at ‘i 
falvation by him : 
faithful one, and to be believed, and yet. 

are always but few that give credit to its. the 
were but few in the times of the prophet Jaia 
that believed what he had before ea or was 
about to report, concerning the Meffiah ; and. but 
few in the times of Chrift and his apottles, _whom 
the prophet here perfonated; for to thofe times. are 
the words applied, Yohn xii. 38. Rom. x. 16. the 
ews had the report firft made unto, them, and 
faw the facts that were done, and yet believed 


not; when Gentile kings, and their fub che liften- 


ed with the moft profound filence, an heard with 
the greateft attention and ‘reverence, as in the. lat- 
ter part of the preceding chapter, to which. fo 

think this is oppofed ; wherefore fome begin Hone 
text with the adverfative particle but. — According 
to the Septuagint and Arabic verfions, the words 
are dire€ted to God the Father, for Sey, render 
them, Lord, who hath believed, &c, and fo. 
are quoted in the above places in the New ar it * 
ment: ‘and fo whom i. 45 the arith of . the Lor ‘reveal 
meaning either the gofpel itfelf, the p power 
unto falvation, hidden from the gene 


the wet of God, b m all the work: 

| een ao che al the , are wrought 
and by whom the bleffings of grace are difp nenied, 
and by whom the bord dk aed all- thin, g3>,. and 


"hele \ 
i ‘i ots pqs: 
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as having nothing to “objed to his doctrines 5 and ~ 


1 i a. good report, a ‘foe and ; 


: 
« 
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to a very few, as the:true Meffiah, as God’s falva- 
tion, and in them the hope of glory: or elie’ the 
powerful and efficacious grace. of the Spirit, and 
the exertion and difplay of it, which is neceffary 
‘to a true and fpiritual believing the gofpel, and 
the report of it; which, unlels it comes with the | cottage, and worked at a trade: and when we fhall 
power and Spirit of God, is ineffectual. | | fee him as he grows up, and comes into public 
¥.2. For be fall grow up before him as a tender } life and fervice, declaring himfelf, or declared by 
plant, &c.} Which fprings out of the earth with- | others, to be the Meffiah: here the prophet per- 
out notice; low in its beginning, flow in: its | fonates the ews that would live in Chrift’s time; 
growth, liable to be crufhed with the foot, or de- | who would fee his perfon, hear his doétrines; and 
itroyed with the froft, and no great probability of | be witneffes:of his miracles; and yet fay; there is 
its coming to. any perfection); or rather as.a little | mo beauty, that we fhould defire him, or fightline/se 
Jucker, as the word ” fignifies, which grows out of |in him; nothing that. looks grand and majettic, 
the root of a tree, at fome little diftance from it, | or like a‘king ; they not beholding with an eye of 
of which no notice or care is taken, nor any thing | faith his glory, as the glory-of the only begotten 
hoped for from it; and the. figure denotes the | of the Father; only viewing-him in his outward 
mean and unpromifing appearance of Chrift at | circumftances, and fo made. theit eftimate of him ; 
his incarnation; which is the reafon given why the | they expected ‘the Meffiah asa temporal prince, 
Jews in general difbelieved, rejected and defpifed| appearing in great pomp and ftate, to deliver'them 
-him: for this phrafe of growing up does not defign |from.the Roman yoke, ‘and reftore their nation, to 
is exaltation, or rifing up from a low to an high | its, former fplendor and glory ; and being difap- 
eftate; but his. mean entrance into the world; like | pointed herein, was the true reafon of their un- 
that of the {pringing up of a low and infignificant | belief, before complained of, and why they did 
plant or fhrub out of the earth: and the phrafe| not defire him, who is the defre of all nations. 
before him, is to be underftood either of God the] ¥..3..He as defpifed, and rejetied of men, 8ec.] 
Father, by whom he was. taken. notice of, tho’ |Or, ceafeth from men‘; was not:admitted into thé 
not by men; and-in whofe fight he was precious, | company and converfation of men, efpecially of 
tho’ defpifed by fren; or his growing up, and the| figure; or ceafed from the clafs of men, in the 
manner of it, or his mean appearance, were all | opinion of déthers; he was not reckoned among; 
before the Lord, and according to his will: or] men, was accounted a‘worm, and no man}; or if 
elf it may be underftood of Chrift himfelf, and be |. man; yet not in his: fenfes, a madman, nay one 
rendered defore him/elf,, who was meek. and lowly, | that hada devil: or deficient of men, he had none 
and.was mean and low in his own eyes ; or rather] about him of any rank or figure in life, only fome 
it may be interpreted of the unbelieving Few, of | few fithermen, and fome women, and publicans, 
any, or every one of them that did not believe the } and harlots. .The Vulgate Latin verfion renders it, 
report concerning him ; becaufe before him, in the] te Jaft of men, the moft abject and contemptible 
fight of every one of them, he fprung up in the}of mankind; de/pifed, becaufe of the meannefs of 
‘manner defcribed ; unlefs it can be thought that|his birth, and parentage, and education, and of 
it would be better rendered, to bis face‘, or.to bis | his outward appearance in public life, becaufe of 
appearance; that is, as to his outward appearance, | his apoftles and audience; becaufe of his doctrines; 
in the external view of him, fo he grew up: a#d|not agreeable to carnal reafon, and. his works, 
@5 @ root out of a dry ground; or rather, as a branch | fome of them being done on the fabbath day, and; 
from a root out of a dry ground, agreeable to ch. | as they malicioufly fuggefted, by the help of fatan; 
xi. 1. meaning not fo much the land of Judea, | and efpecially becaufe of his ignominious fufferings 
where he was born; or the country of Galilee,|and death: a man of forrows, and acquainted with 
where he was brought up ; as the family of David, | grief; or known. by grief; he was known by his 
from whence he fprung, which was reduced to a| troubles, notorious for them; thefe were his con- 
very low condition, when he was born of it; his| {tant companions, his familiar, acquaintance,. with 
fuppofed father being a carpenter, and his real} whom he was always converfant ; his life was one 
mother a poor virgin in Nazereth, tho’ both of| continued feries of forrow, from the cradle to the 
the lineage and houle of David; from this paflage|crofs; in his infancy his life was fought for by 
the ancient Jews * are faid to conclude: that the | Herod, and he was obliged to be taken by his pa- 
Meffiah would be born without a father, or the | rents, and flee into Egypt; he eat his bread in for 
feed of man: 4e hath uo form nor comelinefs, like | row, and. with the fweat of his brow; he met 
a poor plant or fhrub juft crept out of the ground, | with much forrow from the hardnefs and unbelief 
ina dry and -barren foil, ready to wither away as | of mens hearts, and from the contradiction of fin- 
foon as up; has no ftrength nor ftraitnefs of body; | ners againft himfelf, and even much from’ the 
without verdure, leaves, blofiom and fruit ; things | frowardnefs of his own difciples; much from the 
which make. plants comely and beautiful. . This |temptations of fatan, and more from the wrath 
regards not the countenance of Chrift, which pro- |and juftice of God, as the furety of his people; 
bably was comely, as were his types Mo/es and |he was exceeding forrowful in the garden, when 
David, fince he is faid to, be fairer than the chil- | his fweat was as it were great drops of blood; and 
dren of men and fince his human nature was the | when on the crofs, under the hidings of his Father’s 
immediate produce of the Holy Ghoft, and with- | face, under a fenfe of divine difpleafure for the fins 
out fin: but his outward circumftances ; there was| of his people, and enduring the pains and agonies 
‘no majefty in him, or figns of it; it did not look | of a fhametul and an accurfed death ; he was made 


up 
4 P2 lac fugere, proprie la€tantem fignificat, Rivet. Sanétius, fur- 


probable that he would be a tall cedar; of 2 ptincé 
in J/rael,much lefs the prince Meffiah; he was 
born of mean parents ; brought up in a contemp- 
tible part of the country; lived in a town out of 
which no good is faid to come; dwelt in a mean 
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up of forrows, and grief was familiar to him. 
Some render it, broken with infirmity, or grief”: 
and we hid as it were our faces from him; as. one 
loathfome and abominable, as having. an averfion 
to him, and abhorrence: of .him, as {corning to 
look at him, being unworthy of any notice. Some 
render it, be hid as it were his face from us’; as 
confcious of his deformity and loathfomnefs,. and 
of his being a difagreeable object, as they faid ; 
but the former is beft: he was defpifed, and we 
efteemed him not; which is repeated to fhew the 
great contempt caft upon him, and»the difefteem 
he was had in by all forts of perfons; profeffors 
and profane, high and low, «rich and .poor,: rulers 
and common people, priefts, fcribes, and -phari- 
fees; no fett or order of men had any value for 
him; and all this difgrace and difhonour he was 
to undergo to repair the lofs of honour the Lord 
fuftained by the fin..of man, whofe furety Chrift 
became. 

¥. 4. Surely he hath born our griefs, and carried 
our forrows, &c.] Or neverthelefs, as Guffetius * ; 
notwithftanding the above ufage of him ; tho’ it 
is a certain and undoubted truth, that Chrift not 
only affumed a true human nature, capable of for- 
row and grief, but he took all the natural finlefs 
infirmities of it. or his‘+human nature was fubject 
to fuch, as hunger, thirft, wearinefs, &c..and to 
all the forrow and pain arifing from them; the 
fame forrows and griefs, he was liable to:as we 
are, and therefore called ours ; and hence he had a 
fympathy with men. under affliction) and ‘trouble , 
and to fhew his fympathizing {pirit, he healed all 
forts of bodily difeafes; and alfo to fhew-his power, 
he healed the difeafes of the foul, by bearing the 
fins of his people, and making fatisfaction for 
them; fince he that could do the one, could do 
the other; wherefore the evangelift applies this 
paflage to the healing of bodily difeafes, Mart. 
Vili. 17. tho’ the principal meaning of the words 
may be, that all the forrows and. griefs: which 
Chrift bore, were not for any fins of his own, but 
for the fins of his people; wherefore: thefe griefs 
and forrows fignify the punifhment of fin, and are 
put-for fins, the caufe of them; and fo the apo- 
{tle interprets them of Chrift’s bearing our fins in 
his own body on the tree, 1 Pet. it. 24. and the 
Septuagint and Arabic verfions render: the’ words 
here, 4e. bears our fins; and the Targum is, ** where- 
‘< fore he will intreat for our fins ;” thefe: being 
laid upon him, as is afterwards faid, were bore‘by 
him as the furety of his people; and {fatisfaction’ 
being made’for them by his fufferings and. death, 
they are carried and taken away, never to be 
feen any more: yet we did efteem him ftricken, fmit- 
ten of God, and afflicted ;, fo.indeed he was by the 
{word of divine juftice, which was awaked againft 
him, and with which, he was ftricken and {mitten, 
as {tanding in, the room of his, people; but then 
it was not for any fin. of his own, as the Fews 
imagined, but for the fins of thofe for whom he 
was a fubftitute; they looked upon all his forrows 
and troubles in life, and,at death, as the juft judg- 
anent of God upon him fer fome grofs enormities 


2.92 
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ftaken. 
him as a leprous perfon, and fo Aguila and Symma~ 


Kae Fe, 


he had been guilty of ; but in this they were mi- 
The Vulgate Lati# verfion is, we ¢ 


Chi lit, % 4, 8 


nt 


srl: 


ach 


chus render the word ; and from hence the ‘ Ee c 
call the Meffiah a leper’; they fay, “ a leper of 
“the houfe of Radéi is his name ;” as it is faid, 
furely be bath born our -griefs, &c. which thows 
that the ancient ews underftood. this prophecy of 


the Meffiah, tho’ produced to prove a wrong cha- 
racter of him; and fo it is applied ase ey 
other ‘ancient writings of theirs, fee the note o1 
Matt. viii. 17. The words are by fome rendere 


4 
7 


humbled, which verfion of the words proved the 
converfion of feveral Fews in Africa, as And 
and others relate"; by which they perceived the 
paflage is to be underftood not of a mere man, 


but of God made man, and of his humiliation and. 


{ufferings inhuman nature. <4 

¥. 5. But he was wounded for our tranfereffions, 
&c.] Not for any fins of his own, but for ours, 
for our ‘rebellions againftGod, and tranfgreflions 
of his law, in order to-make atonement and fatis- 
faction for them ; thefe were the procuring and 
meritorious caufes of his fufferings and death, as 
they were taken upon him by him to anfwer for 
them to divine juftice, which are meant by his 
being wounded, for not merely the wounds he re- 
ceived'in his hands, feet, and fide, made by the 
nails and {pear, are meant, but the whole of his 
fufferings, and efpecially his being wounded to 
death, and which. was occafioned by bearing the 
fins of his people; and hereby he removed the 


ment due unto them: be was bruifed for our ini- 
quities; as bread-corn is bruifed by threfhing it, 
or by its being ‘ground in the mill, as the manna 
was; or as fpice is bruifed in a mortar, he being 
broken and crufhed to pieces under the weight o 
fin, and the punifhment of it. The ancient Fews 
underftood this of the Meffiah ; in one place they 
fay °, ‘* chaftifements are divided into three parts, 
‘* one to David and the fathers, one to our gene> 
‘* ration, and one to the king Meffiah ; as it is 
“¢ written, be was wounded for our tranfgreffions, 
** and bruifed for our iniquities ;” 
place ’, *¢ at that time they fhall declare to the 
‘¢ Meffiah the troubles of J/rael in captivity, and 
** the wicked which are among them, that don’t 
mind to know the Lord; he fhall lift up his 
voice, and weep over the wicked among them ; 
as it is faid, e was wounded for our tranf- 
greffions, Sec.” the chaftifement of our peace was 
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upon him that is, the punifhment of our fins was - 


inflicted on him, whereby our peace and recon- 
ciliation with God was made by him ; for chaftife- 
ment here does not defign the chaftifement of a 
father, and in love, fuch as the Lord ‘chaftifes his 
people with ; but an act of vindiétive juftice, and 
in wrath, taking vengeance on our fins, of ou 
furety, whereby divine wrath is appeafed, juftice 
is fatisfied, and peace is made: and with bis firip 

we are healed; or by his frripe 1, or bruife; pro 
perly the black and blew mark of it, fo calle 
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guilt from them, and freed them from the punifh:. 


and wereckoned him the firicken, fimitten God™, and. 


and in another 
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from the gathering and fettling of the blood where 
the blow is given. Sin is a difeafe belonging to 
all men, a natural, hereditary, naufeous, and in- 
curable one, but by the blood of Chritt; forgiving 
fin is a healing of this difeafe.; and this is to be 
had, and in no other way, than thro’ the ftripes 
and wounds, the blood and facrifice, of the fon of 
God. Chrift is a wonderful phyfician; he heals 
by taking the ficknefles of his people upon him- 
felf, by bearing their fins, and being wounded and 
bruifed for them, and by his enduring blows, and 
fuffering death itfelf for them. The Targum is, 
‘“* when we obey his words, our fins will be  for- 
‘© piven us ;” but forgivene(s is not thro’ our obe- 
dience, but.the blood of Chrift. 
¥. 6, All we like fheep have gone aftray, &c.] 
Here the prophet perfonates all the elect. of God, 
whether Fews or Gentiles; whom he compares to 
focep, not for their good qualities, but for their 
foolifhnefs and ftupidity; and particularly for their 
being fubject to go aftray from the fhepherd, and the 
fold, and from their good paftures, and who never 
return of themfelves, until they are looked up, 
and brought back by the fhepherd, or owner of 
them ; fo the people of God, in a ftate of nature, 
are like the filly fheep, they go aftray from God, 
are alienated from the life of him, deviate from 
the rule of his word, err from the right way, and 
go into crooked: paths, which lead to deftruction ; 
and never return of themfelves, of their own will, 
and by their own power, until they are returned 
by powerful and efficacious grace, unto the great 
fhepherd and bifhop of fouls; fee 1 Pet. ii. 25. 
where the apoftle has a manifeft refpect to this pa{- 
fage: we have turned every one to his own way; 
and that is an evil one, a dark and flippery one, 
a crooked one, the end of- it is ruin; yet this is a 
way of a man’s own choofing and approving, and 
in which he delights ; and it may not only intend 
the way of wickednefs in general, common to all 
men in a ftate of nature, but a particular way of 
finning, peculiar to each; fome are addicted to 
one fin, and fome to another, and have their own 
way of committing the fame fin; men turn their 
faces from God, and their backs upon him, and 
look to their own way, and fet their faces towards 
_it, and their hearts on it; and which feems right 
and pleafing to them, yet the end of it are the 
ways of death; and fo bent are men on thefe 
ways, tho’ fo deftructive, that nothing but omni- 
potent grace can turn them out of them, and to 
the Lord; and which is done in confequence of 
what follows: and the Lord hath laid on him the 
iniquily of us all; that is, God the Father, againft 
whom we have finned, from whom we have turned, 
and whofe juftice muft be fatisfied; he has laid on 
Chrift, his own fon, the fins of all his elect ones ; 
which are as it were colleéted together, and made 
one bundle and burden of, and therefore exprefied 
in the fingular number, iniquity, and laid on Chritt, 
and were bore by him, even all the fins of all God’s 
elect ; a heavy burden this! which none but the 
mighty God could bear ; this was typified by lay- 
ing of hands, and laying of fins upon the facri- 
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fice, and putting the iniquities of J/rae/ upon the 
head of the fcape-goat, by whom they were bore, 
and carried away. The words may be rendered, 
be made io meet upon him the. iniquity of us all", 
the elect of God, as they live in the feveral parts 
of the world, their fins are reprefented as coming 
from ali quarters, eaft, weft, north, and fouth,; 
and. as meeting in Chrift, as they did, when he 
fuffered as their reprefentative on the crofs : or be 
made to rub, or fall upon him the iniquity of us 
all * ; our fins, like a large and mighty army, be- 
fet him around, and fell upon him in an hoftile 
manner, and were the caufe of his death; by 
which means the law and juftice of God had full 
fatisfaction, and our recovery from ruin and de- 


 ftruction is procured, which otherwife muft have 


been the confequence of turning to our own ways ; 
fo the ancient Fews underftood this of the Mef- 
fiah. _R. Cabana‘ on thefe words, binding bis afs’s 
colt to, the, choice vine, Gen. xlix. 11. fays, ag 
‘* the afs bears burdens, and the garments of tra- 
** vellers, fo the king Meffiah will bear upon him 
‘** the fins of the whole world; as it is faid, rhe 
“¢ Lord hath laid on bim the iniquity of us all,” 

Tf. litt. 6. 
¥.7. He was oppreffed, and be was affified, &c.] 
He was injurioufly treated by the Fews; they ufed 
him very ill, and handled him very roughly; he 
was opprefied and afflicted, both in body and mind, 
with their blows, and with their reproaches ; he 
was afflicted indeed, both by God and men: or 
rather it may be rendered, it was enafed, required, 
and demanded, and be anfwered", or was affliied ; 
juftice finding the fins of men on him, laid on 
him by imputation, and voluntarily received by 
him, as in the preceding verfe, demanded fatis- 
faction of him ; and he being the furety of his peo- 
ple, was refponfible for them, and did anfwer, 
and gave the fatisfaction demanded: the debt they 
owed was required, the payment of it was called 
for, and he accordingly anfwered, and paid the 
whole, every farthing, and cancelled the bond; 
the punifhment of the fins of his people was ex- 
acted of him, and he fubmitted to bear it, and did 
bear it in‘his own body on the tree; this clearly 
exprefies the doctrine of Chrift’s fatisfaction : yet 
be opened not his mouth , again{t the oppreffor that 
did him the injury, nor murmured at the affliction 
that was heavy upon him: or, and he opened not 
his mouth , againtt the juftice,of God, and the de- 
mand that was made upon him, as the furety of 
his people ; he owned the obligation he had laid 
himfelt under; he paid the debt, and bore the 
punifhment, without any difpute or hefitation : be 
is brought as a lamb to the flaughter, and as a foeep 
before her foearers is dumb; or, as a foeep to the 
laughter, and as an ewe before ber hearer“, thefe 
figurative phrafes are expreffive, not only of the 
harmleffne{s and innocence of Chrift, as confidered 
in himfelf, but of his meeknefs and patience. in 
fuffering, and of his readinefs and willingnefs to 
be facrificed in the room and ftead of his people ; 
he went to the crofs without any reluctance, which, 
when there was any in the facrifice, it was reckoned 
a 
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from the prifon of ah, te ited, and'vex 
alted, and why the wickednefs' of his age ould 
not be declared ; he being ftricken and’ c 
-fuch a manner, when he was an innocent “perfoni; 
| and fince it was only for the tranfgreffions of others, 
-even'of God’s covenant-people,'the people he chore, 
and gave to Chrift, Mart) i210 Heb dis apy) ee 
¥. 9. And he made bis grave with thewicked, and 
with the rich in bis death, 8c.) Thefe words !are 
generally fuppofed to refer to a fact that was after- 
wards done ; that »Chrift, who died with wicked. 
men, as if he himfelf: had been one,» wastbut 
ried in’a rich man’s grave.” Could theowordsad= 
‘mit of ‘the following tranfpofition, they wouldex- 
actly agree with it, and be made his grave withthe 
‘ith, and with the wicked in bis death; for he died. 
between two thieves, and ‘was buried in the fepul+ 
chre of Yofeph of 'Arimatheay a vic many “Or the 
meaning perhaps in general is, that after his déathy 
beth rich men and wicked: men ‘were concerned 
in his fepulture, and about his* graves two rich 
men, Nicodemus and ‘Jofeph, in taking down his. 
body from the crofs,’ in embalming‘it, “and inlay 
ing it in the tomb of ‘the'latter 5 and wicked men, 
Roman foldiers, were employed in euardine thede- 
‘pulchre, that’ his cities origheellal away 
the body.» Or the fenie is, 4e the people,othe wa- 
tion of the Yews, thro’ whofe enmity againit him 
‘he fuffered death, gave, intended, ‘and ‘defigned, 
that is grave fhould be with the wicked; and there 
fore acculed him ‘to the Roman governor, ‘and got 
him condemned capitally, and adjudged to’a Ro- 
man death, crucifixion, that ‘he mioht* be buried 
‘where fuch fort of perfons ‘ufually were; and then. 
‘it may be fupplied, but be made it; that-is,° God 
‘ordered and appointed,» in his overruling provi- 
dence, ‘that it fhould be with the vichin bis death, 
as it was. Aben Ezra obferves, that the word 
YND2a, which we tranflate zz bis death, fignifies a 
{tructure over a grave, a fepulchral "monument ; 
and then it may be rendered imperfonally thus, bis 
grave was put or placed with the wicked, but “bis 
‘tomb, or fepulchral monument, was with the rich’; 
his grave was indeed put under the*eare and eu‘ 
itody of the wicked doldiers ; yet-afarious tomb: 
being erected over it, at the charge of a‘rich man, 
Fofeph ot Arimathea, which was defigned for him- 
felf, made the burial of Chrift honourable y which 
honour was done him, decaufe he bad done na vio- 
lence ; OF injury to any man’s perfoner property’; 
had not been guilty of rapine and oppreffion, theft 
and robbery, murder and cruelty; he had ‘not ‘been 
a ftirrer up of fedition, an encourager of ‘mobs, 
riots, and tumults, to the hurt of the civil go- 
vernment : neither was any deceit inbis mouths 
falfe doctrine was delivered: by ‘him 3) — 


a bad omen among the heathens, yea fuch were not 
admitted to be offered *; buat Chrift went as wil- 
lingly to be facrificed, as a lamb goes to the 
flaughter-houfe, and was as filent under his fuffer- 
ings, as a fheep while under the hands’ of its 
fhearers ; he was willing to be ftripped of all he 
had, as a fhorn fheep, and to be flaughtered and 
facrificed as a lamb, for the fins of his people: /o | 
be opened not his mouth, not againft his enemies, 
by way of threatening or complaint ; nor even in 
his own defence; nor againft the juftice of God, 
as beating hard upon him, not fparing him, but 
demanding and having full fatisfa¢tion; nor againft 
his people and their fins; for whom he fuffered ; 
fee 1 Pet. ii. 23: 
¥. 8. He was taken from prifon, and from’ judg- 
ment, &c.] After he had fuffered and died, and 
made fatisfa€tion to divine juftice ; or after he had 
been arrelted by the juftice of God, and was Jaid 
in prifon, and under a fentence of condemnation, 
had judgment paffed upon him, and that executed 
too; he was taken in a very little time from the 
srifon of the grave where he lay, and from the 
hate of condemnation into which he was brought, 
and was acquitted, juftified, and declared righteous, 
and his people in him ; a meflenger was icnt from 
heaven to roll away the itone, and fet him free: 
tho’. fome’ render it, be was taken by dijire/s and 
judgment, that is, his life was taken away in a 
violent manner, under a pretence of juftice ; where- 
as the utmoft injuftice was done him; a wrong 
charge was brought againit him, falfe witnefies 
were fuborned, and his life was taken away with 
wicked hands ; which fenfe feems to be favoured 
by the quotation in 4@s viii. 32. in bis humiliation 
his judgement was taken away he had not common 
juftice done him: and who fhall declare bis gene- 
ration ? which is not to be underftood ‘of his di- 
vine generation, as the Son of God, which is in a 
way ineffable| and inconceivable; nor of his hu- 
man generation, asithe fon of man, which is un- 
accountable, being born of a virgin ; nor of the 
duration of his lite after his refurrection, he dying 
no more, but living for ever, which is more pro- 
bable ; nor of the vaft number of his fpiritual off- 
fpring, the fruit of his fufferings, death, and re- 
furrection; but of the age, and’ men of it, in 
which he lived, whofe barbarity to him, and wick- 
ednefs they were cuilty of, were fuch as could not 
be ‘declared by the mouth, or defcribed by the pen 
of man. The Targum is, ** and the wonderful 
“¢ things which fhall be done for us in his days, 
** who can declare ?” for be was cut off out of the 
land of the living ; was not fuffered to live, was 
taken off by a violent death ; he was cut off in a 
jadiciary way, as if he had been a malefactor ; 
tho’ left it. fhould be thought it was for his own 
fins he was cut off, which is denied, Den, ix. 26. 
it is added, for the tranfgreffion of my people was be 
Stricken ; that is, either thro’ the malice and wick-. 
ednefs of the people of the Fews, whom the pro- 
phet calls his people, he was ftricken, not only’ 
~with the fcourges of the whip, but with death it- 
felf, as the efficient caufe’ thereof ; or rather be- 
caufe of the tranfgreffions of God’s elect, in order - 
to make fatisfaction for them, he was ftricken by 
divine juftice, and put to death, as the meritorious 
caufe thereof; and fo they are the words of God | The fufferings of Chrift are’ 
the F ather ; and this, with the preceding claufe, | bruifed; fee the note on y. 5. 
give a reaion, fhewing, both why he was taken told he fhould have. his~h Mi 


deceiver of the people, as he was’ ‘chare 
did not attempt to'feduce them from the ‘true wor 
| thip of God, or perfuade ‘them to» believe an 
thing contrary to the law of Mofés, and the pre- 
phets ; he was no enemy to church “or fatey 16 
indeed guilty of any manner of fin, nor ¢ ven © 
any arts of ‘trick ‘and diffimulation’; fee # 

22. Some render the words, ‘shouph ‘be ba a) 
no violence, &c. and connect themy with the” fo! 
lowing. OG | 
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penty,Ger, iii. 15. but here it is afcribed to the 
‘Lord :»he was bruifed in body, when, buffeted and 
fcourged, and nailed to the crofs ;, and was bruiied 
and)-broken in fpirit, »when, the fins, of ,his people 
* were laid on him, and. the wrath, of God caine 
upon him for, them: the Lord had an hand in 
his fufferings;, he not only permitted them, but 
they were according to the counfel of his will; they 
were pre-determined, by him, .dé7s 11.23. and iv. 
27, 28, yeas they were pleafing to him, he took 
a kind of delight and pleafure in them; not in 
them fimply confidered as fufferings, but as they 
were an accomplifhment of his purpofes, a fulfil- 
ment of his, covenant and promifes, and of the 
prophecies in, his word ; and particularly, as here- 
by the falvation of his people was brought about , 
fee Fohnx. 17: he hath put him io grief; when 
che awoke the fword of juftice againft him ; when 
he {pared him not, but delivered him -up into the 
hands. of wicked men, and unto death: he’ was 
put to grief in the garden, when his foul was ex- 
ceeding forrowful ; and on the crofs,.when he was 
nailed to it, had the weight of his peoples. fins, 
and his Father’s wrath, on him; and when he hid 
his face from him, which made him cry out, my 
God, my God, why, haft. thou forfaken me? or, hath 
put him to, pain; fuffered him to be put to. pain, 
bothiin, body and mind: when theu fhalt make bis 
foul an offering for fin; not his foul only, but his 
body alfo, even his whole human nature, as in 
union with his divine. perfon ; for it was he him- 
felf that was offered up in the room and ftead of 
his: people, to make atonement and fatisfaction for 
their fins, Heb. ix. 14, 26. and x. 10. or, when 
thou fhalt make bis foul fin *, fo Chrift was made 
by imputation, 2 Cor, v, 21. and when jhe was fo 
made, or had the fins of- his people imputed to 
him, then, was he bruifed, and put to. pain and 
grief, in order to finith them, and make an end of 
them, and make reconciliation for them : or, when 
bis foul foall make an offering * for fin, or fin ittelf, 
make itfelf.an offering; for Chrift offered up himfelf 
freely.and voluntarily ; he gave himfelf an offer- 
ing and a-facrifice to God, for a {weet dmelling fa- 
your, £pb.v. 2. he was altar, facrifice and prieft. 
He foall fee his feed, or, a feed; a {piritual feed and 
_ offspring ;.a large number of fouls, that fhall be 
borh, again, of incorruptible feed, as the fruit of 
his: fufferings and, death; fee Fobn xii. 24. this he 
prefently. began to fee after his refurrection from 
the dead;..and. afcenfion to heaven ; when great 
numbers were.converted among the Fews, and after 
‘that multitudes in the Genéile world, and more or 
lefs in all.ages; ever fince has he had a feed to 
ferve him ; and fo he will.in the latter day, and 
to the,end of time: be foall prolong his. days ; live 
long, throughout all. ages, to, all eternity; tho’ 
he was dead, he’s alive, and lives for evermore ; 
lives to fee all, the.children that the Father gave 
him, and he has gathered together by his death, 
when feattered abroad, and fee them all born again, 
and brought to glory... Some connect this with the 
preceding claufe,  ¢ fhall fee a feed that foall prolong 
its. days for Chrift.will never want iffue, his 
church will never fail, his feed will endure for ever, 
Pf. Ixxxix. 29, 36. So the Targum, paraphrafing 
the:words of Chrift and his feed, ‘ they fhall {ce 
“ the-kingdom of their Meffiah ; they {hall mul- 
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“*.tiply fons and daughters ;. they hall prolong 
** their days :”, andfo Jben Ezra fays thefe words 
are {poken,.of the generation that {hall return to 
God, and to the true religion,,at the coming of 
the Meffiah. dnd the pleasure of the Lord foall 
profper in bis hand; the work of man’s redemp- 
tion, put into the hands of Chrift, which he un- 
dertook. to accomplifh ; which was with him, and 
before him, when he came into this world, and 
was his meat and drink to do; this he never left 
till he had finifhed it ; fo that ic fucceeded and pro- 
{pered with him: and this may well be called the 
pleafure of the Lord; it was the good pleafure of 
his will; it was what he purpofed and. refolved , 
what his heart was fet upon, and was well pleafing 
to him, .as effected by his Son. Likewife the fet- 
ting up of the kingdom and intereft of Chrift»in 
the world, and the continuance and increafe of its 
the miniftry of the word, and the fuccefs of that 
as the means thereof, may be alfo, meant ;, for;the 
gofpel will be preached, and a gofpel-church ftill 
continued, until all the elect of God are gathers 
ed in, ‘ 
y. 11. He fhall fee of the travail of his foul, and 
foall be fatisfied, &c.] The travail of bis foul,..is the 
toil and labour he endured, in working out the 
falvation of his people; his obedience and death, 
his forrows and jufferings ; particularly thofe birth- 
throws of his foul, under a denie of divine wrath, 
for the allufion is to women in travail; and all 
the agonies, and pains of death which he , went 
through. Now the fruit of ali this he jees with 
inexpreffible pleafure, and which gives him an-in- 
finite fatisfaction, namely, the compleat redemp- 
tion of all the chofen ones, and the glory of the 
divine perfections difplayed. therein, as well as his 
own glory, which follows upon it; particularly 
this will be true of him as.man and Mediator, 
when he fhall. have all his children with. him jin 
glory ; fee Heb. xii. 2. The words are by fome 
rendered, /ecing bim/elf or his foul freed from trouble, 
he foall be fatisied* , fo he faw it, and found. it, 
when. he rofe from the dead, and was juftified in 
the Spirit ; afcended to his God and Father, was fet 
down at.his right-hand, and was made glad-with 
his countenance, ,enjoying- to the full eternal glory 
and happinefs with him: and by. others thus, after 
the travail * of his foul, he shail jee a feed, and foall 
be fatisied ; as a. woman, after her travail and fharp 
pains are over, having brought forth.a fon, looks 
upon it with joy and pleafure, and is fatisfied, and 
forgets her former pain, and anguith ; fo Chrift, 
after all his {orrows and -fufferings, fees a large 
number of fouls regenerated, fanctified, juftified, 
and brought to, heaven,,in confequence of them, 
which is a moft pleafing and fatisiaCtory fight unto 
him. By bis knowledge fhall my righteous fervent ju- 
Stify many, Chrift, as the fervent of the Lord; 
fee. the notes on ch..xiii. 1. and xlix. 3, and li 
13... He is faid .to be righteous, becaufe of the 
holinefs of his nature, and the righteoufnefs of his 
life as man ; and becaute, of his faithful difcharge 
of his work, and office as Mediator; and. becaufe 
he is the author and bringer in.of an everlafting 
righteoufnels, by which he ju/tifes his people; that 
is, acquits and abfolves them, pronounces them 
righteous, and frees them from condemnation and 
death; he is the procuring and meritorious caufe 
of 
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of their juftification ; his righteoufnefS is the mat- 
ter of it; in him, as their head, are they jufti- 
fied, and by him the fentence is pronounced: for 
this is to be underftood not of making men holy 
and righteous inherently, that is fanctification; nor 
of a teaching men doétrinally the way and method 
of juftifying men, which is no other than minifters 
do; but it is a forenfic act, a pronouncing and 
declaring men righteous, as oppofed to condemna- 
tion: and they are many who are fo juftified; the 
many who were ordained to eternal life; the many 
whofe fins Chrift bore, and gave his life a ranfom 
for ; the many fons that are brought by him to 

lory. This fhows, that they are not a few, which 
ferves to magnify the grace of God, exalt the fatis- 
faction and righteoufnefs cf Chrift, and encourage 
diftreffed finners to look to him for juftification of 
life; ‘and yet they are not all men, for all men have 
not faith, nor are they faved , tho’ all Chrift’s fpiri- 
tual feed and offspring fhall be juftified, and fhall 
glory : ‘and this is by or thro’ his knowledge, the 
knowledge of him, of Chrift, which is no other 
than faith in him, by which a man fees and knows 
him, and believes in him, as the Lord his righte- 
oufnefs; and this agrees with the New Teftament- 
doctrine of juftification by faith, which is no other 
than the manifeftation, knowledge, fenfe, and per- 
ception of it by faith. ‘For be fhall’ bear their ini- 
guities ; this is the reafon of Chrift’s juftifying 
many, the ground and foundation of it; he un- 
dertook to fatisfy for their fins ; thefe, as before 
obferved, were laid on him; being laid on him, 
he bore them, the whole of them, and all the pu- 
nifhment due to them; whereby he made fatistac- 
tion for them, and bore them away, fo as they 
are to be feen no more; and upon this juftification 
proceeds, 

¥. 12. Therefore will I divide him a portion with 
the great, &c.] The great ones of the earth, the 
kings and princes of the earth : thefe are the words 
of God the Father, promifing Chrift that he fhall 
have as great a part or portion affiened him as any 
of the mighty monarchs of the world, nay, one 
much more large and ample , that he would make 
him higher than the kings of the earth, and give 
him a name above every name in this world, or 
that to come; and all this in confequence of his 
fufferings, and as a reward of them; fee Phil. ii. 
8, 9. and whereas the Lord’s people are his por- 
tion, and with which Chrift is well pleafed, and 
greatly delighted, Deut. xxxii. 9. Pf. xvi. 6. they 
may be intended here, at leaft as a part of the por- 
tion which Chrift has affigned him. For the words 
may be rendered *, therefore will I divide, affign, 
or give many to him , fo the Vulgate Latin veriion ; 
and which is favoured by the Targum, ‘‘ therefore 
‘© will I divide to him the prey of many people ;” 
and by the Septuagint verfion, therefore be fhall in- 
herit many, or poftefs many as his inheritance ; fo 
the Arabic verfion. The elect of God were given 
to Chrift, previous to his fufferings and death, in the 
everlafting council of peace and covenant of grace, to 
~ be redeemed and faved by him; and they are given 
to him in confequence of them, to believe in him, 
to be fubjeét to him, and ferve him ; and fo it de- 
notes a great multitude of perfons, both among 
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Fews and Gentiles, that fhould ‘be’ converted to 
Chrift, embrace him, profefs his gofpel, and fub- 
mit to his ordinances; and which has been true — 
in fact, and took place quickly after his refurrec 
tion and afcenfion. And he /hall divide the [poil ti 
the firong, or, the ftrong as a fpoil, that is, h 
fpoil principalities and powers, deftroy fatan 
his angels, and make an entire cong 
mighty and powerful enemies. The’ Sate 
Vulgate Latin, and Arabic verfions, fender the 
words, be fhail divide the fpoil of the' fironr 5 of 
{atan and his principalities ; thofe they make’a fpoil 
of he fhall take out of their hands, and 
them as his own. The beft comment on this ver- 
fion is Luke xi. 22. Or rather the words may’ be 
rendered, be /hall have or poffe/s for @ Jpoil or prey 
very many *, for the word for /rong has the “figni- 
fication of a multitude ; and fo the fenfe is the fame 
as before, that a great multitude of fouls fhould 
be taken by Chrift, as a prey out of the hands of 
the mighty, and become his fubjeéts; and {© his 
kingdom would be very large, and he have’ gteat 
honour and glory, which is the thing promifed ‘4s 
a reward of his fufferings. Somme underftand by thie 
great and ftrong, the apottles of Chrift, to whom ‘he 
divided the gifts he received, when he led captivity 
captive ; to fome apoftles, fome prophets, Ge. Eph. 
iv.1o, 11. and others the foldiers, anteng whom 
his garments were parted ; but they are’fenfes fo- 
reign from the text. Becaufe be hath poured out bis 
foul unto death, as water is poured out, P/) xxii. 
14. or rather as the wine was poured’ out in ‘the 
libations or drink-offerings ; for’Chrift’s’ foul” was 
made an offering for fin, as before; and it’may be 
faid with refpeét to his blood, in which is the life 
that was fhed or poured out for the remifiion ’ 
fin; of which he was emptied, and made bare, as 
the word * fignifies, when his hands, feet, and fide, 
were pierced. The phrafe denotes the voluntari- 
nefs of Chrift’s death, that he freely and willingly 
laid down his life for his people. And be was num- 
bred with the tranfereffors , he never was guilty of 
any one tranfgreffion of the law; he indeed ap- 
peared in the likenefs of finful flefh, and was ca- 
lumniated and traduced as a finner,’ and a friend 
of the worft of them; he was ranked among them, 
and charged as one of them, yet falfély ; ‘though 
having all the fins of his people upon him, he 
was treated even by the juftice and law of God as 
if he had been the tranfgreflor, and fiiffered as if 
he had been one; of which his being crucified be- 
tween two thieves was a fymbolical reprefentation, 
and whereby this fcripture was fulfilled, Mark xv. 
28. And made interceffion. for the tranfgreffors; as 
he did upon the crofs, even for thofe that were the 
inftruments of his death, Luke xxiii. 949 and’ as 
he now does in heaven, for all thofe’ finners’ for 
whom he died; not merely in a petitic 
but by prefenting himfelf, blood, righteoufnefs, 
facrifice ; pleading the merits of thefe, anc 
for, in a way of juftice and legal demand, 
bleffings which were ftipulated in an everlafh ng 
venant between him and his Father, to- be give t 
to his people, in confequence of his’ fufferings anc 
death ; fee Rom. viii. 33, 34. Heb. vii. 25. and ix. 
24. 1 Fobn ii. 1, 2. - an 1 
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S the former chapter is a prophecy of the 
humiliation,and exaltation of Chrift, of his 
fufierings and death, and the glory that fhould 
follow,; this is a prophecy of that part of his 
glory,. which relates to the flourifhing eftate of his 
church, as the fruit of his death, and explains and 
enlarges upon the promife of his having a nume- 
rous feed... The prophecy reaches from the death 
and refurrection of Chrift to his fecond coming; 
and defcribés the ftate of the church during that 
time, which had been like a barren woman, but now 
_fruitful, which was matter of joy ;. and would in- 
creafe, and have yet a more numerous iffue, thro’ 
“the converfion and acceffion of the Gentiles; and 
therefore is bid not to fear, fince fhé fhould not 
bear the fhame and reproach of widowhood, y. 1, 
2, 3, 4. the reafon confirming which is, becaufe 
Chrift was her hufband, who was her maker and 
redeemer, the God of J/rae/, and of the whole 
earth, ¥. 5. and tho’ fhe might for fome time be 
under fome dark providences, and feem to be for- 
faken of God, and lie under his difpleafure; yet 
fhe is aflured of the love of God towards her, that 
it is conftant and perpetual ; which is illuftrated 
by the oath and covenant of God with Noah, and 
by its being more immoyeable than mountains and 
hills, y¥. 6, 7, 8, 9,10. and tho’ fhe would fome- 
times be in a very afflicted and uncomfortable con- 
dition, yet fhould be raifed again to a ftate of 
great honour and fplendor, of fpiritual knowledge, 
peace, and fafety, ¥. 11,12, 13, 14, and that all 
her enemies, that gathered together againft her, 
fhould perifh, and all their attempts be unfuccefs- 
ful, fince the Lord was on her fide, and would de- 
fend her caufe, and protect her, ¥. 15, 16, 17. 


y. 1. Sing, O barren, thou that didf not bear, 
&c.| The Zargum interprets this of Ferufalem, pa- 
raphrafing the words thus, “ fing praife, O Feru- 
<¢ falem, which wert as a barrew woman, that bears 
*¢ not ;”? and fo the apoftle applies the words of 
the text to, the Yeru/alem above, the mother of us 
. all, the then prefent gofpel-church, Gal. iv. 26, 
27. which, at the firft fetting of it up, in the 
times of Chrift, during his lite, and at the time 
of his death, aud before the day of Penteco/t, was 
like a barren woman ; the number of converts were 
very {mall; few believed the report of the gofpel, 
profefled Chrift, and fubmitted to his ordinances ; 
the names of the difciples were but an hundred and 
twenty. Tho’ fome underftand this of the Fewih 
church under the Old Teftament-difpenfation, whofe 
members were not many, and whofe profelytes from 
the Gentiles were but few; and others of the Gen- 
tile world, before the, coming of Chrift, and the 
preaching of the gofpel.in it; but the former fenfe 
is to be preferred, having the fuffrage of the apo- 
ftle: break forth into finging, and cry aloud, thou 
that didft not .travailwith child; among whom 

here were few inftances.of converfion, {carce any 
beso and born again of incorruptible feed by 
the word of God, and no figns thereof; but now 
it being otherwife, and multitudes being converted 
both in Fudea and in the Gentile world, the church 
and its members are called upon to exprefs their 
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joy aloud in fohgs of praife, fetting forth the glory 
of efficacious grace, in the regeneration of men ; 
for as this is matter of joy to the angels of hea- 
ven, fo to the faints onearth: for more are the 
children of the defolate, than the children of the mar- 
ried wife, faith the Lord; more fouls were born 
again, and added to the church, after the death 
of Chrift, when fhe was in a defolate condition, 
like a woman deprived of her hufband, and in a 
widowhood ftate, than there were whilft Chrift was 
here on earth, perfonally prefent with his people, 
and preaching the gofpel himfelf unto men; three 
thoufand were converted under one fermon, and 
great numbers afterwards were added, fo that the 
church at Ferufalem was in a much more flourifh- 
ing condition after the death of Chrift, than be- 
fore; more fruitful when it was become like a wi- 
dow, than when the bridegroom was with her ; 
and the church of Chrift ftill increafed yet more - 
and more afterwards, as the following verfes pre- 
dict. The Zargum is, ‘* more fhall be the chil- 
“ dren of Ferufalem, than the children of the ha- 
** bitable city.” The edition of it, in the king of 
Spain’s bible, has it, ‘* than the children of Rome;” 
and fo it is quoted by R, Edas*, and by Buxtorf. 
The, Jews underitand this prophecy of their deli- 
verance from their prefent condition by the Mef- 
fiah ; and of the rebuilding of Ferufalem, and the 
profperity of it. 

y. 2. Enlarge the place of thy tent, &c.] To 
which the church is compared, becaufe of its un- 
certain and moveable condition, being fometimes 
in one place, and fometimes in another ; and be- 
caufe of its outward meannefs and weaknefs, as 
well as its {mall extent; but now it is fignified, 
that it fhould be enlarged, and room be made for 
an acceffion of inhabitants to it; or in other words, 
that the gofpel-church-ftate fhould not be confined 
to Ferufalem, but fhould take place in other parts 
of Yudea, and in Galilee, and Samaria; hence we 
read of churches in thofe places, 4s ix. 31: and 
let them firetch forth the curtains of thine habitation ; 
alluding to. the curtains of which tents or taber- 
nacles weré made, which ufed to be ftretched out 
on poles or ftakes, in order to make more room, 
and hold, more people. This may refpect the 
{preading of the gofpel by the apoftles, who may 
be here meant, and the fuccefs of it, efpecially 
among the Gentiles; who may be {aid to ftretch out 
the curtains of the tent, the church, when, accord- 
ing to. their commiffion, they went and preached 
the gofpel to every creature. Firft they travelled 
as far.as Phanicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching 
to the Fews only ; but when they wholly rejected 
the gofpel, they turned, to the Gentiles, and went 
every where preaching the word, és x1. 19. and 
xiii, 46. and their miniftry was blefféd to the con- 
verfion of multitudes, and gofpel-churches were 
fet up in all parts of the world. The apoftle Paul 
was an eminent inftrument of ftretching thefe cur- 
tains,» who went from Ferufalem, round about to 
Illyricum, fully preaching the gofpel of Chrift, Rom, 
xv. 19: pare not ; any coft or pains, to {pread the 
gofpel, enlarge the intereft of Chrift, and increafe 


his church and people ; as did not the apoftles of 


Chrift, 
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Chrift, who may be fuppofed to be’ the perfons 
here uddrefied : Jengthen thy cords, and firengthen 
thy flakes; the curtains being ftretched out, it was 
neceffary the cords, to which they were faftened, 
fhould be lengthened, that they might’ reach. fur- 
ther, and take in a greater compafs ; and the wider 
the tent is made by fuch means, the ftronger fhould 
be the flaves, and the more furely fhould they be. 
drove and fixed in the earth, to hold the cords with 
the curtains bound unto them; all which exprefs 
the enlargement of the church in the Gentile world, 
by imeans of the gofpel-miniftry and ‘difcipline. 
The Targum is, ** multiply the people of thy camp, 
“< and ftrengthen thy governors.” - 

¥. 3. For thou foalt break forth on the right hana, 
and on the left, &cc.] To the fouth, and to the 
north, as the Targum, like an inundation of water, 
that breaks thro’ and overflows the banks of the 
river, and fpreads itfelf in the adjacent countries ; 
or like a warehoufe over-ftocked with goods, burfts 
the walls in which they ate pent up; or rather as 
infants break forth from the womb at the time 
of birth, as Pharez did, from whence he had ‘his 
name, Gea. xxxviii. 29. fee Hof. xiii. 13. or as 
when a country is become exceeding numerous, the 
inhabitants break out, and go forth beyond their 
borders, and feek new fettlements, the place of their 
abode being too ftrait for them ; fo it fhall be in 
the latter day, thro’ the vaft number of converts 
chat will be made ; fee ch. xlix. 19,20: and thy 
fecd fhall inherit the Gentiles, where formerly only 
heathens lived, there the gofpel of Chrift fhall be 


carried by his apoftles and other minifters; and | 


being facceeded to the converfion of many fouls, 
thro’ the power of divine grace accompanying it, 
a fpiritual feed, the feed of the church, fhall take 


place, and dwell there: this was true in the firft | 


ages of chriftianity, more efpecially in Conftantine’s 
time; and will be more fully accomplifhed in the 
latter day, when the fulnefs of the Gentiles fhall be 
brought in: and make the defolate cities to be inba- 
bited, fach cities as were deftitute of the knowledge 
of Chrift and his falvation, and of all divine and 
fpiritual things, fhail now be inhabited by fpiri- 
tual men, fuch as believe in Chrift, and profefs 
his name ; fuch cities as Rome, Corinth, Ephe/us, 
Coloffe, Philippi, Theffalonica, and many others. 

¥. 5. Fear not, &c.] The fulfilment of thefe 
things; however unlikely and unpromifing they 
might feem, yet God was able to perform them ; 
and therefore ‘way fhould not be given to a fear- 
ful, diftruftful, and unbelieving Fouts for thou 
foalt not be afbamed, as men are, when difappoint- 
ed of what they have been hoping for and expect- 
ing; but fo it fhould not be with the church, fhe 
fhould not ‘be ‘afhamed’ of her hope, “faith, and 
confidence; for there would be a performance of 
all that the Lord had fpoken; nor fhould fhe be 
afhamed of her barrennefs, which fhould ceafe’; 
and of the fewnefs of her children or converts, which 
would be many; and of the ftraitnefs of the place‘of 
her tent or habitation, which would now be en- 
larged : neither be thou confounded, for thou shalt not 
“be put to fhame , other words made ‘ule of to ex 


mation of it, that fhe needed not, and that fhe fhould 
not be put to the bluth, or to fhame and “confu- 


fion, on the above accounts: for thou fhalt forget 


| widowhood any more; which fignifies much the 
as before, the feeming defolate eftate of the:church. 
upon the death of Chrift,; when the feemed tobe. 


fuch; fo great and illuftrious a perfon is the: 


prefs the fame thing, and for the further confir- | forfaken, and grieved in fpirit, 8cc/ 


‘one forfaken, and mourns for the lofs of 
is forfaken by a living hufband, rejected by 


— 
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preaching of the gofpel; or. more efpecially that). 
there were fo few of the wife and learned, the rich. 
and noble, that embraced it, with which the firft\. 
chriftians were greatly upbraided ; or thofe -perfet. + _ 
cutions which attended them the three firfk cen-) 
turies, which being now at an end, thall be for 


gotten: and fhalt not remember the reproach of. 


deprived of her hufband, and forfaken by him,» 
and left as a widow, and without children,” barren. ~ 
and unfruitful ; which was reckoned reproachful 
with the Jews, Luke i.'25. bo Rieti 
¥. 5. For thy maker is thine hufband, 8c.) That 
is, Chrift, the hufband of the church, and-of every 
true believer; who fecretly betrothed them to him. 
felf in eternity, having afked them of his Father; 
and being given to him, openly efpoufes) them im — 
converfion, one by one, as a chafte virgins which 
he will do more publickly in a body atthe lait 
day, when the marriage of the lamb will become, 
when he will appear as the bridegroom of his peo- 
ple ; and to-which character he aéts up, by loving 
them with a love of complacency and delight, 
affectionately and conftantly ; by fympathizing with » 
them in all] their troubles ; by nourifhing and ches 
rifhing them as his own flefh, and interefting them 
in all he is and has. It is in the Hebrew text *). 
thy makers, thy bufbands, Father, Son, and Spirits — 
tho’ the relation of an hufband is more peculiar). 
to Chrift; and the words are a reafon. of the. 
church’s fruitfulnefs, and why fhe need not fear. 
the performance of what was promifed her; and 
which is wonderful and amazing; he who ftands ~ 
in fuch a near and indearing relation to his church ~ 
and people, is the maker of all things, yea their 
maker, both as creatures, and as new creatures © 
(the Lord of hofts is bis name); of armies above 
and: below, in ‘heaven and in earth; how great» 
therefore muft this their hufband be! to what ho-) 
nour and dignity are they advanced! how fafe muft - 
they be under his protection! nor need ‘they fear 
any enemy: thy Redeemer, the holy one of Iraéls 
he who is the church’s hufband is her Redeemer ; 
and who fo fit as he to redeem her from fin, fatan, — 
and the law, and every enemy; who is of the fame | 
nature with her, fo dearly loves her, and fo able . 
to fave her? for which he is alfo tly qua- 
lified, being o/y in both his natures, in his 
and offices, in his birth, life, and deaths for this 
feems. greatly to refpect him as man, as’ he was a. 
defcendent of the Z/raeliti/h nation, and of the feed © 
of Abraham: the God of the whole earth hall be be 
called; not of J/rael only, but of all the nations 
of the world, of the Gentiles as well as of the 
Fews ; the earth was made by him; the world and» 
all that are in it are his; he is the governor among 
the nations; and in the latter day will appear to be 
the king over all the earth, es will be owned as 


hufband. ‘Thefe words are applied 
the times of the Meffiah |. Mogae 
y. 6. For the Lord hath called tk ce 


her hufband by death, ‘is folitary upon it, is 1 


ibe foame of thy youth; by which may be meant] having a bill of divorce from him, ‘and fo 


either the {mall number of converts at the firft |.grieves at his unkindnefs to 
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fa€tores tui, Pifcator ; qui crearunt te, habent te in matrimonio, Cocceiues 
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caft: upon her; as furch an one, was the church, 
when it was firit:conftituted; when the members of 
which it-confifted were called out of the world by 
the grace of God, and formed into a church-ftate; 
almoft as foon as ever they were thus embodied 
ether, Chrift was taken from them by) death, 
they were left alone, and filled with grief and 
ouble : the apoftles and firft preachers of the 
gofpel were perfecuted from place to place, and all 
of them loft their lives for the caufe in which they 
were engaged; and the church endured grievous 
perfecutions during the three firft centuries, when 
the feemed to be forfaken of God, and was greatly 
opprefied and grieved in fpirit. Some underftand 
this of the Gentiles, and of their ftate and con- 
dition when called, as defcribed in EpA. ii. 10. but 
rather it may be interpreted of the Fews, now cut 
off and forfaken; and who, when they. come to be 
fenfible-of their cafe, will be grieved and mourn, 
even when. they fhall be called and converted in 
the latter day ; but I think the firft fenfe is beft : 
and a wife of youth, when ihou waft refufed, faith 
thy God ; or, and as a wife of youth™, whom a man 
marries in his youth, and fhe a young woman her- 
felf, which makes it the more grievous to be de- 
fpifed, refufed, and forfaken, or to feem to be fo. 
‘The words may be rendered thus, avd, or but, a 
wife of youth thou art, tho’ thou waft defpifed *, or 
refufed, faith thy God; that'is, tho’ thou haft been 
feemingly defpifed and caft off, my providential 
difpenfations towards thee may be fo interpreted by 
thyfelf and others; yet I am thy God, thy maker, 
redeemer, and hufband, and thou art as dear to 
me, as the wife of a man’s youth, for whom he 
has the moft  paffionate love; and which agrees 
with what follows. 


_ ¥.4. For a fmall moment have I forfoken: thee,. 


&c.] The people of God feem to be forfaken by 
him, when he hides: his face from them, as it is 
afterwards explained; when they are in diftrefs, 
and he does not immediately appear for them ; 
when they are affiiéted in body and mind, tho’ 
thefe afflictions are but for a moment; nor are they 
really forfaken, not as to things temporal or fpiri- 
tual; God never forfakes the work of -his own 
hands, nor his people, at leaft for ever, or fo as 
that they fhall perifh.. Some interpret this of the 
feventy years captivity of the Fews in Babylon, 
which was but a very fhort time; others of the 
times of ignorance in the Gentile world, before the 
coming of Chrift, which God winked at, when he 
overlooked them, and took no notice of them ;_ but 
I chufe to underftand it of the time and ftate of 
the chriftian church, during the ten perfecutions 
of Rome pagan, when it feemed to be forfaken 
of God, and to: be triumphed over by her ene- 
mies: but with great mercies will I gather thee ; they 
had been feattered about by perfecution, but now 
fhould be gathered together in bodies,. and have 


their public affemblies, and worfhip God. openly, 


none making them afraid ; which was fulfilled in 
Conftantine’s time, when paganifm was abolithed, 
and chriftianity eftablifhed: throughout the Romaz 
empire; when public places. for chriftian worfhip 
were opened every where, the gofpel was freely 
preached, and multitudes were gathered by effec- 
tual calling, and brought into the gofpel-church, 
which was now in a very flourifhing condition ; 
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for this is not to be underftood of the gathering 
of the captive Fews from Badylon, nor of the 
calling of the Gentiles by the miniftry of the apo- 
ftles, nor of the reftoration and converfion of the 
Fews in the latter day, tho’ this is more eligible 
than the former, and much lefs of the gathering 
of the faints at the laft day. 

¥. 8. Jn a little wrath I hid my face from thee 
for a moment, &c.| This fignifies much the fame 
as before, when God hides his face from his peo- 
ple, withdraws his gracious prefence, and does not 
grant the difcoveries of his love ; or they are un- 
der the frowns of his providence, and have not 
the fmiles of his face, and the light of his coun- 
tenance, as formerly, then they think they are for- 
faken by him; tho’ all this is but for a moment, 
a {mall period of time; and tho’ it feems to be in 
wrath, it is but 4iztle wrath and this wrath is no 
other than the difpleafure of a loving and tender- 
hearted father. The Syriac verfion renders it, great 
wrath; and fo Schultens ° thinks the wotd figni- 
fies, overflowing wrath’, and the velemency of its 
to which agrees R. Menachem 3, who interprets it, 
the beat of wrath fo the Lord’s fuffering fuch a 
fcene of bloody perfecutions to attend his church 
in the firft ages of chriftianity, might feem to be : 
but with everlafiing kindnefs will [ have mercy on 
thee, faith the Lord thy Redeemer; all the dealings 
of God with his people, however dark and difmal 
they be, whatever appearances there are in them 
of wrath and difpleafure, they are all agreeable to, 
and do not contradict his everlafting love; and 
fooner or later he will make it maniteft; he has 
mercy in ftore for his people, which he does, and 
will exercife towards them; this mercy fows from 
his love and kindnefs to them, which kindnefs is 
everlafting, and continues in and thro’ all ftates — 
and conditions into which they come; the confi- 
deration of which is very comfortable and encou- 
raging, and of which they may be affured from 
the relation the Lord ftands in to them as. their 
Redeemer. for having redeemed them at the ex- 
pence of his blood, he will effectually gather them 
by grace in calling; and will never lofe them, or 
{uffer them to perifh here or hereafter. 

¥..9. For this is as the waters of Noah unto me, 
&c.] Some copies, as Kimchi and Ben Melech ob- 
ferve, read thefe two words %% ‘D as one, thus, 
993 as the days of Noah; and this is followed by 
the Targum, Vulgate Latin, and Syriac verfions ; 
both readings may be kept, and joined in one, and 
the fenfe be, for this is as the waiers that were in 
the days of Noah unto me; fo Kimchi and. Menachen 
join them. -The meaning is, that God’s difpen- 
fation towards his people, at the time the prophecy 
refers to, is like that of his to Noah and his. fa- 
mily ; and the love he bears to them is like. that 
which he bore to him; and the covenant he, has 
made with them is as that he made with him; 
for as I have fworn that the waiters of Noah fhould 
no mnore go over the earth he gave his word for it, 
which is as firm as his oath; he. made a covenant 
with Noah, and confirmed it by a rain-bow, that 
the waters fhould no more go over the earth as they 
had,,and that the world fhould be no. more. de- 
ftroyed by a flood, Gen. ix. g—17: fo bave I fworn 
that I would not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee, 
for tho’ the Lord’s people are by nature children 
; d-eapi of 
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of wrath, as others; he has not appointed them to 


it, nor will he fuffer it to fall upen them, but 
faves them from it, thro’ the righteoufnefs of 
Chrift, who has borne it for them 5 and tho’ he re- 
bukes by his Spirit, by his word and minifters, 
and by his providenees, yet not In wrath, but in 
love; and of this he has given the ftrongeft aflu- 
‘rances ; he has not only faid it, but dwore to it in co- 
venant, Pf. Ixxxix. 3, 33> 34535. The Jews" 
refer this prophecy to the times of the Meffiah. 

y¥. 10. For the mountains foall depart, and, the 
bills be removed, &c.] As fometimes by earth- 
quakes, and’as they will at the laft day, when the 
earth fhall be diffolved, and all in it, things the 
moft folid, firm, and durable: it may be under- 
{tood comparatively ; fooner fhall thefe depart and 
be removed, than the kindnefs and covenant of 
God: it may be interpreted, figuratively of revo- 
lutions in kingdoms and ftates, and particularly of 
the abolition of paganifm. in the times of Conjtan- 
tine; and which is exprefied in much fuch lan- 
guage; the heaven departed as a fcroll, when it 4s 
rolled together, and every mountain and ifland were 
moved out of their places, Rev. vi. 14. Kimchi ob- 
ferves, that mountains and hills may be interpreted 
of the kings of the nations; with this compare 
Rev. vi. 15,16, 17: but my kindnefs foall not de- 
part from thee; the love of God to his people is 
an everlafting love; it always continues ; it never 
did, nor never will depart, notwithftanding their 
fall in Adam, their depraved ftate by nature, their 
actual fins and tranfgreffions, their many revoltings 
and backflidings ; tho’ the Lord may hide his face 
from them, and afflict them, {till he loves them ; 
whatever departs from them, his kindnefs {hall 
not ; tho’ riches may flee away from them, friends 
{tand aloof off from them, health may be taken 
away, and life itfelf, yet the love of God is always 
the fame; and fo whatever providences may at- 
tend his church and intereft in any period of time, 
he has the fame paternal care for it, and kindnefs 
for his people as ever : neither fhall the covenant of 
my peace be removed ; the covenant of grace made 
with Chrift and his people in him from everlafting, 
fo called, becaufe peace is a confiderable article of 
it ; even that peace which was upon the heart and 
thought of God from everlafting ; the fcheme of 
which was drawn by him; all things relating to it 
were fettled in this covenant, as that Chrift fhould 
be the maker of it, and that it fhould be made 
by his blood ; befides peace includes all the blef- 
fings of grace which that covenant is {tored with ; 
and the covenant is the {pring and fource of all 
peace, fpiritual and eternal: moreover, .as this re- 
fers to gofpel-times, the new covenant is here 
meant,, and the publication of it, in which the 
cofpel of peace, or peace by Jefus Chrift, is prea- 
ched unto men ; to which may be added, that one 
part, at leaft, of the fenfe of the pafiage may be, 
that notwithftanding: all the troubles and exercifes 
the church of Chrift fhould meet with from Rome 
pagan or papal, yet the promife and covenant of 
God that it fhould enjoy peace and: profperity in 
the latter day fhould never be made void, but 
fhould have its fure and certain accomplifhment : 
faith the Lord, that hath mercy on thee, for all 
{prings from the mercy of God, and not the me- 
rits of men; and therefore the fulfilment of the 
covenant and promifes may be depended upon. 
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verfion ; inops, Cocceius, : 
fuco, Tigurine verfion; in ftibio, Sanétius. 
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¥. 11. O thou affiiGed, toffed with tempefts, and 
not comforted, &cc.| Or, O' thou poor * church; — 
for the firft chriftian churches chiefly confifted of 
poor perfons, not many mighty and noble bein 
called; and which were greatly affliéted with fille 
teachers, who broached errors) and -herefies, 
made fchifms among them; and toffed with te 
like a fhip at fea; or formed * with the rage 
fury of violent perfecutors, fuch as the Roman em- 
perors were; and not comforted, having nene* to 
adminifter any external comfort or relief to them; 
none of the kings or princes of the earth, orvany 
civil magiftrate to protect and defend them; what 
comfort they hagas internal and fpiritual ; what 
they had from:Chrift and his Spirit, and by the 
word and ordinances ; or rather this may deferibe 
the ftate of the church under papal: tyranny and 
perfecution,, which brings it nearer to the times of 
peace and profperity after promifed : debold, I wilt 
lay thy fiones with fair colours; or, with paint”; 
fuch as women ufed to paint their faces or ‘eyes 
with, 2 Kings ix. 30. Fer. iv.-g0.. The Targum 
is, ‘* behold I will lay with paint thesftones of 
‘* thy pavement ;” and the words feem plainly to 
defign the ftones, of a pavement, and perhaps 
an hypallage or tranfpofition may be rendered, ‘I 
will lay thy pavement with ghiftering fowes s fo the 
word is tranflated 1 Chron. xxix. 2. or, with froves 
of paint  ; which are of the colour of the fibium 
or paint before mentioned, and which was of a 
black colour; and Aben Ezra fays, the word here 
fignifies a precious {tone of a black colour; per- 
haps black marble is meant, a ftone fit for pave- 
ments ; but be thefe {tones what they will, they 
defign in the fpiritual fenfe the materials of a 
gofpel-church, thofe ively fiomes which are built up 
a@ J{piritual houfe, and which are beautified with the 
gitts and graces of the Spirit of Gods and may 
alfo denote that the loweft and meaneft of the 
Lord’s people pointed out by ftones of the pave- 
ment fhould be thus adorned: and Jay thy foun 
dations with faphires; a precious ftone of a white 
colour, according to R. Saadiah Gaon; but accor- 
ding to Alen Ezra, of ared colour; tho? the ’fa- 
phire is ufually faid to be of a fky colour, thining 
with fpecks of gold. The Zargum renders it, with 
precious flones; and fo the foundation of the walt 
of the new Yerufalem is faid to be garnifhed with 
all manner of precious ftones, Rev, xxi. 19, 20; 
this may refpect Chrift, the fure foundation God 
has laid in Zion, the foundation of the a and 
prophets; the one and only foundation of the 
church of Chrift, and all true. believers, who» is 
more precious than faphires, or all the moft pre- 
apn daoen, he always has been the foundation of 
his church in all.ages; but the meaning is, that 
he fhall now appeal mott clearly and mani ae to 


be the foundation, and to be a firm, rich, and 
sete 


glorious one; fee Exod. xxiv. 10s 

¥.12. And I will make thy windows 
&c.] Some fort of which ftones, Pliny * 
valued for their clearnefs like glafs ; but 
which bears this name with’ us is 
lucid enough to make windows: of. 
gint, Vulgate Latin, Syriac, and Arabic 
der it, of ja/per, a ftone more fit for th 
and it is interpreted of the jafper in th 
fo the light of the new Ferufalem is fai 
unto the ja/per-ftone, Rev. 


xxi. 11. So 
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orxfal to be meant, which fuirs well with @in 
dows the word * for which has its name from the 
fun,: becaufe by means: of them the rays and light 
of the fun are let into a houfé, and’ illtiminate it ; 


e in a fgurative fenfé ‘may defign the’ minifters 
he gofpel, who aré’the ‘lights: of the world; 
' secially-of the church; and the word’ and -ordr- 


nances adminiftered by them, by means “of ‘which 


the light of fpiritual knowledge, joy, atid comfort’ 


is. Jetinto the churches, and into the fouls’ of men’ 
from Chrifty the fin of -righteoufnefs: ‘The phrafe 
fignifies, thatsin the’ latter-day their miniftrations’ 
ihould -besvery clear and» bright, and ‘be’ éfeatly: 
owned, andpbe very fuccefsful': and thy*gares of 


car baneles , Precious ftones fo-called from their fiery’ 


faining colours “The gates ‘of the new Ferafalem' 
arefaid to'be fo many’ pearls; Rev. xxiv 21. which 
there, as here, fi¢nify the entrance into the church 


of God, which. is thro’ ‘Chrift, who is°thé door 


into it, and thro’ faith’ ini him, which -works by 
love ;*thefe gates will be opén in thé Jatter day to 
receive ‘many, who will’ ‘come in great’ numbers, 
and are called praife, If \x? rr, 18. which will be 
exprefied in very. warm‘ and) lively ftrains ‘of love’ 
and. affection) of which’ the \carbunclé'‘may be a 
fymbol ?.and all thy borders of pleasant fiones; true 
believers, ‘called */ively:/iones; and’ who are pleafant 
inthe fight: of Godvand Chrift; and are taken plea- 
fure in‘ by One andther’; “fee Pf. cii. 14. °' The Sep- 
tuagint and) Arabic vérfions’ render it, thy wall, 
which agree with Rev. xxi! r8.* where the wall of 
themnew* Ferufalem is {aid to be of jafper. . 
0%. 23. And all-thy children fhall be taught of the 
Lord; 8c.) The children of the church,’ who are 
born in-her, and’ nurféd up at her fide, and who 
are the children of God by adoption, which is 
made. manifeft by regeneration ; thefe ‘the Lord 
will take care’ of that they be taught, even all of 
them, ‘from the leaft to ‘the gteateft, “Fer. xxxi. 34. 
they fhall be taught of the Lord himfelf, by ‘his 
minifters, word, and ordinances, as’ means, and by 
his Spirit, as- the efficient ; by whom they are taught 


to know themfelves, their vilenefS and ‘finfulnefs, | 


their folly and weaknefs, their want of right coun- 
fels, and the infufficiency of their own to know 
Chrift, and the way of falvation by him 5‘ him “as 
the only» Saviour, able and willing, fo to know 
him, as to believe in him, receive him, and walk 
on in him; this had anaccomplifhment in the firft 
times of the gofpel ;\ fee Yobn vi. 45, and will have 
a further one in the latter day, when’ there will be 
a greater effufion of the Spirit, when the doétrines 
of the gofpel will be taught and underftood more 
clearly, fully, and largely: aad great fhall be the 
peace of thy children, the inward peace of ‘their 
minds, in, and from Chrift, arifine’ from a view 
of their juftification by his righteoufnefs, from the 
fprinklings of his blood upon their’ cohfciences, 
and from the difcoveriés of his love to theit fouls, 
enjoyed in away of believing, and by ‘means of 
the word and ordinances’; alfo ‘peace among them- 
felves, harmony and concord, and no more ftrifes, 
contentions and-animofities$ likewife outward peace 
from enemies, no more perfecution ‘or war, “This 
word includes all kind of ‘profperity, external and 
internal; temporal and fpiritual’’ This, ‘with’ the 
following verfes, explain the figurative phrafes ufed 
eee P mol ctr YY eu) dal ’ ’ 
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inthe fotéeding,” Thele words aie applied’ by thé” 
Fetws’* to the ines of thé Meffiah, When “all J+-ael, 
fhall Jéarn'the law from the Lords fo thé Targum, 


‘all thy children fiiall know the law of thé Lord,” 
but it’is' much better undetftood ‘of all the children 
of ‘the church; “the” true Irae of God, “whether | 
Jews or Gentiles; leatning the gofpel of Chrift. 
S14 Tn righteonfne/s [halt thon’ be eftablifbed, ° 
&¢e.] “Inthe righteoufnefs of Chrift,’ from’ whence’ 
flows ‘the'peace before fpokén’ of; ‘and Which is the’ 
ftability of the church of Chrift; ‘andthe fecurity~ 
of it; ‘arid-its members from condemnation: The 
dogtrine of juftification by Chrift’s rightéouthels is, : 
as’ Enrher calls it, articalas ftansis ‘vel cadentis ‘ec- 
cléfiey thé artitle of the church; by whith) as itis 
held’ faft or neglected, it ftands or falls ?"Or be efta- ' 


blifhed in’ exercifing righteoufhers;” doing jufticé 
and’ judgment, ‘which, “as it is. the fuppore and 


eftabhiihment of a kifedom “atd’ fate, “fo of the 


chureh*;’ for if purity ‘of manners, ‘Holinefs and 
righteoufhefs are neglected,’ a church foon comes’ 
to decay and ruin; but fuch will be’ the holinefs’ 
of the proféflors of religion in the latter day, that 
every pot and veffel’in it fhall be holinefS to the 
Lord, Zech. xiv. 20: thoa foalt be far’ from op- 


preffion, for thor halt not fear fo far from’ it, that 


thou fhalt not be in theleaft afraid of it, neither 
from within, nor ftom‘ without ; not from falfe 
teachers that opprefS ‘the mind with legal’ doétrine ; 
nor from perfecutors that opprefs ‘and “injure in 
perfon and’ property *, the“church ‘wilf be now free 
from the oppreffion and ‘tyranny of Rowe, or my- 
{tical Babylon, which will now fall, and from the 
perfecution of the ‘antichriftian “ftates,”"on ‘whom 
the vials of God’s. wrath will be poured, ‘and’ fo” 
the «church® will ‘be no more’ in fear of them; 
the ‘words may be rendered, therefore thou Jhalt not 


fear *; thete:will be'no caufe for it, no o¢chfion of 


it: and from terror, it fhall not come near thee, 


the terror of the antichriftian beaft and powers, 


which fhall be no more, after their laft effort next 
mentioned. | 8s 
¥. 15. Bebold, they’ foall furely’ gather ‘together, 
but’ not’ by me,’ &c:] ‘Not by the Lord, by his 
command or order to do his will; and“execute his 
pleafure, which fometimes was the cafe, as in’ Sei- 
nacherib, Nebuchadnezzar, and others; but. fo it 
fhall not be, when the enemies of Chrift and his 
people gather’ together againft them in the latter 
day ; this will be by the means of thtee unclean 
fpirits like frogs that will come out ‘of the mouth 
of the dragon, beaft, and falfe prophet; even fpi- 
rits of devils, popifh priefts, and jefuits,- who will 
inftigate; ftir up, and get together the antichriftian 
kings of the earth to the battel of almighty God, 
Rev. xvi. 14, 16. Abeh Ezra, Kimchi, and Ben Me= 
lech interpret thetn’ of Gog’ and Magog : <wbhofoever 
hall gather together againft thee, fhall fall for thy fake 3 
becaufe of the love that I bear to thee, they fhal 
‘not fucceed, or do theé any hurt, but fhall perith; 
of, foal fall to thee“; fo far from doing’ thee any 
hurt, they fhall come over to thee, ‘and be on thy 
fide; be joined to thee, as the Vulgate’ Latin ver- 
fion ; that is, the remnant that fhall efcape, and 
be converted, and os glory to God, “Rev..xi: 13, 
or rather, fhall fail before thee *, in thy fight ; or, as 
the Targum, in the midft of thee, which Strate 
ee / ‘ _ ably 
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ably paraphrafes the words thus, ‘ at the end the 
“« kings of the nations, which are gathered toge- 
<< ther to affli@t thee, O Feru/alem, fhall fall in the 
“« midft of thee ;” for the kings of the earth that 
fhall be gathered together againft Chrift and his. 
church fhall fall in battel before them, and their flefh 
fhall become meat for the fowls of the heaven ; 
the beaft and falfe prophet, in company with them, 
will be taken and caft alive into the lake of fire, 
and the remnant be flain with the fword of Chrift, 
Rev. xix. 17-21. 
¥. 16. Bebéld, I have created the fimith that blow- 
eth the coals in the fire, &c.] Into which he puts 
his iron to foften it, that he may beat it, and form 
it into what fhape he pleafes.; which defcriptive 
claufe is added to fhew that it is a blackfmith that 
is intended, and to diftinguifh him from the car- 
penter and mafon, of whom this word is alfo ufed, 
who deal, the one in wood, and the other in ftone, 
and neither of which requires'fire : now the Lord 
obferves, to the comfort of his people, furrounded 
by enemies with inftruments of war in their hands, 
that he made the fmith that made thefe, not only 
as a man, but as an artificer gave him all the fill 
he has in making military weapons ; and therefore 
could take away his fkill, or hinder him from 
making any, or deftroy and defeat, and render 
ufelefs thofe that are made; and therefore they had 
nothing to fear from warlike preparations. Some 
underftand this of the devil, that great incendiary 
of mankind; and others of a council of war, that 
forms the defign, blows up the coals of contention, 
_and brings forth the plan of operation in war : it 
follows as a farther defcription of the {mith, and 
that bringeth forth an inftrument for his work ; who 
takes the iron out of the fire which he blows, as 
an inftrument to work upon, and which he forms 
into a military weapon, as an arrow, a fword, a 
fpear, or fhield; or, for their work * ; for the ufe 
of the enemies of Chrift and his church: and J 
have created the wafter to deftroy; military men, 
foldiers that ufe the above weapons of deftruction 
for that purpofe; thefe are God’s creatures, and he 
can deftroy or difappoint them, fo that their hands 
cannot perform their enterprife. Some underftand 
this alfo of the devil, who is by way of eminence 
the wafter of mankind ; others of tyrannical prin- 
‘ces; I fhould chufe to interpret it of the Romifh 
antichrift, that wafter and deftroyer of the fouls of 
men, and of the antichriftian ftates that deftroy 
the earth, and fhall be deftroyed themfelves; or 
of the Turk, the locuft, whofe king is called pol- 
lyon and Abaddon, which fignifies a wafter and a 
deftroyer, Rev. xi. 18. and ix. 11. Thefe are faid 
to be created by the Lord, not only becaufe they 
are his creatures, the work of his hands, but be- 
caufe they are raifed up by his providence, ac- 
cording to his fecret purpofe, as Pharaoh was, to 
thew his power in them; and are permitted by him 
to continue for a while to fulfil his will, being 
entirely dependent upon him, and fubjeé to his 
influence, direction, and over-ruling providence ; 
and therefore his people had no reafon to be afraid 
of them. . 
¥.17. No weapon that is formed againft thee foall 
profper, &c.] All weapons of war, as the Targum, 
which are made with a defign to hurt and deftro 
the people of God, fhall be rendered ufelefs ; not 
one of them fhall profper to the advantage of their 
enemies, or fo as to anfwer their defign ; nor to 
the hurt and prejudice, ruin and deftruction of the 
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faints : and every tongue that fhall rife againft thee 
in judgment, that fhall raife any calumny upon 
thee, or bring any charge againft thee, or enter 
into a law-fuit with thee, litigate a point with thee 
in any court of judicature, or claim in right 
law, a power, authority, and dominion over 
as the pope of Kome does over the conicien 
men: thou fbalt condemn, difprove and rolb off the 
calumny, refute the charge and accufation,y put ito 
filence the clamours and pretences of wicked men, 
carry the caufe againft them, and fhake off the yoke 
of bondage they would bring them unders andoin- 
ftead of being condemned by them, condemn them, 
By weapon may be meant all the attempts made by 
force to ruin the intereft and church of Chrift in 
the world, fuch as the bloody perfecutions of «the 
Roman emperors, who, tho’ they made fad havock 
of the profeffors of chriftianity, and: defigned here- 
by to have rooted it out of the world, and thought 
they fhould have accomplifhed it,:yet could notdo 
it ; fo far from it, that the chriftians yet: more and 
more increafed, infomuch that it became a common 
faying, that the blood of the martyrs was the feed 
of the church ; alfo the wars of -the papifts with the 
Albigenfes and Waldenfes, and all the cruel methods 
they have taken by fire and faggot, and the bloody 
inquifition, to hinder the growth of what they call 
herefy; yet all have been in vain, a reformation 
has taken place, and many nations have embraced 
the truth, and fhook off the yoke of popery; to- 
gether with all their efforts fince to crufh the pro- 
teftant intereft ; and tho’ the kings of the earth will 
be ftirred up, and gather together tothe battel of 
the Lord God Almighty, they will not fucceed, 
but be overcome and flain, and the beaft and falle 
prophet at the head of them will be taken and caft 
alive into the lake of fire: and by the songuemay 
be defigned the edicts of the pagan emperors, for- 
bidding the exercife of the chriftian religion, and 
threatening the preachers and profeffors of it with 
imprifonment, confifcation of goods, and death it- 
felt; and the anathemas, bulls, and interdiéts: of 
the popes of Rome, as well as the reproaches, fcan- 
dals, and calumnies uttered by the emifiaries of that 
church againft all that depart from it; together with 
the errors and herefies of falfe teachers of all forts 
in all ages of the world, which, tho’ levelled againft 
the faith and doétrine of the church of Chrift, have 
not been able to fubvert it, nor ever will: ¢his is 
the heritage of the fervants of the Lord this, with 
all that is faid in this chapter, is the part, portion, 
and privilege that fuch fhall enjoy who fervesthe 
Lord Chrift, and not antichrift; they thall be treat- 
ed rather as fons than as fervants, and have an in- 
heritance affigned them ; not only proteétion from 
all enemies, and abfolution: from all ‘ges, but 
they fhall receive the reward of the i ance in 
heaven, that which is incorruptible and undefiled, 
and referved there, fince they ferve the ie 
and their righteoufne/s is of me, faith the Lord’, the 
vindication of their righteoufhefs, of their caufe, 
and of their character; or the reward of: their 
righteous works in a way of gtace ; even allthat 
righteoufnefs and true holinefs that is inthemy ‘and 
that righteoufnefs which is imputed to’ them, and 


by which they are juftified, are from the Lord, 
y | by which they are fecured from all the 


law and juftice, and fromvall the accufatio: 1s OF 7 


en 
and devils, and which will anfwer for them in a'time 
to come, and acquit them at the bar of before 


men and angels; fee Rom. viii: 93,34. 
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CHAP. LV. 


i S the two preceding chapters are prophecies 
FA of Chrift and his church, ‘this treats of his 
word and ordinances, and of the nature, ufe and 
efficacy of them. It begins with an invitation of 
thirfty fouls to them, y. 1. an expoftulation with 
them for taking wrong methods, and a diffuafive 
from them, ¥. 2. which is followed with an ex- 
hortation to hear the word of Chrift, attend on his 
ordinances; to which they are encouraged with 
promifes of life and covenant-bleflings, y. 2, 3. 
Chritt is prophefied of in his offices; and the con- 
verfion of the Gentiles to him is foretold, ¥. 4, 5. 
men are called upon to feek the Lord, where 
and whilft he might be found ; and both wicked 
andunrighteous perfons, forfaking their ways and 
thoughts, are encouraged to turn to the Lord, in 
hopes of pardon, and in confideration of his ways 
and thoughts not being like theirs, ¥. 6, 7, 8, 9. 
the nature and efficacy of the word of God are 
exprefled and illuftrated by the fimilies of rain and 
fhow, 10, tr. and the converfion of the Lord’s 
people, in confequence of the word being made 
effectual, is predicted; the iffue of which is the 
glory of God, y¥. 12, 73. 


¥. 1. Ho, every one that thirfteth, come ye to the 
waters, 8cc.] Thefe are the words not of the pro- 
phet, but of the Lord, as what follows through- 


out the chapter fhews; and are directed to the 


Gentiles, as Aben Ezra thinks: and indeed their 
converfion is manifeftly fpoken of in it ; and who, 
Kimchi fays, after the war of Gog and Magog, thall 
know that the Lord reigns, and fhall come and 
be defirous of learning his judgments and laws, 
The word 4o is expreflive of calling, as the Fewi/h 
commentators rightly obferve; and carries in it an 
invitation, in which there feems to be a commi- 
feration of the cafe of the perfons called; and it 
is delivered in indefinite terms, and very openly 
and publickly ; and has in it the nature of a go- 
fpel-cal! or invitation, to perfons defcribed as thir/ty ; 
- not in a natural, much lefs in a finful fenfe, but 
in a fpiritual one ; thirfting after forgivenefs of fin 
by the blood of Chrift; after juftification by his 
righteoufnefs ; after falvation by him; after more 
knowledge of him, more communion with him, 
and more conformity to him ; and after the milk 
of the word, and breafts of ordinances ; being 
fenfible of fin and danger, and having a fpiritual 
appetite, and a defire after {piritual things. Such 
as thefe are perfons made alive; are in diftrefs, and 
fenfible of it; and have defires formed in them 
after divine things: and thefe are invited and en- 
couraged to come to the waters; by which are meant 
not Chrift, tho’ he is as rivers of water ; and fen- 
fible finners are directed to come to him, and that 
as in a ftarving and famifhing condition, and hav- 
ing nothing to help themfelves with ; and fuch 
things are to be had of him, which like water 
are refrefhing and reviving, as his grace, and the 
bleffings of it; and which ferve to extinguifh thirft, 
and free from it ; yet not he, nor the grace of the 
Spirit, are intended, which is often fignified by 
water in fcripture; but rather the ordinances of 
the , which are the means of conveying 
grace, and of refrefhing 


A 
t 


‘ 


and comforting diftreffed | 
' minds; in order to which, fuch may. come and | 


hear the word, come and partake of all ordinances, 
The allufion feems to be to fuch places by the 
water-fide, where fhips, laden with provifions, 
come and unlade ; and where perfons, by a public 
crier, are informed of it, and are called to come 
and buy. So water means the water-fide, Fudg. 
vii, 4. Aben Ezra, Farchi, and Kimchi, interpret 
them of the law, and the do@trines of it; and fo the 
Targum, ‘* ho, every one that would learn, let him 
** come and learn ;” but the gofpel, and the doétrines 
and ordinances of that, feem rather defigned: and 
he that bath no money ; not in a natural, but in a 
fpiritual fenfe : unconverted perfons have nothing to 
fupport themfelves or pay off their debts with, tho’ 
they fancy they have, and that they are rich, and 
ftand in need of nothing ; but fenfible fouls know 
they have none, and that they are poor and needy ; 
yet thefe are invited to come where provifions are 
to be had, fince they are to be had at free coft: 
come ye, buy and eat, come to the ordinances, par- 
take of them freely, and feed upon the ercritiens 
therein made: come, buy wine and milk, without 
money, and without price; by wine and milk are 
meant the gofpel and its doétrines, compared to 
good old generous wine, for the antiquity of them, 
and for their being of a reviving and refrefhing na- 
ture; and to milk, for its purity and fweetnefs, and 
for its cooling and nourifhing nature, and becaufe 
eafy of digeftion ; thefe are to be bought, and not 
to be fold, Prov. xxiii. 23. but not in a proper 
fenfe ; no valuable confideration can be given for 
them, for they are of more worth than thoufands 
of gold and filver; nor have we any thing to give 
to God for them, and the bleffings of grace con- 
veyed by them, which is not his own, or can be 
profitable to him ; but in an improper fenfe, when 
fomething thought valuable is parted with for them, 
as finful and righteous felf, and even every thing 
in life, when called for, and that itfelf ; thefe are 
bought without any money or price on our part; 
they are freely given and received ; and on this 
foot may men expect them, and have them. The 
Targum is, ** he that hath no filver, come, hear 
‘* and learn; come, hear and learn, without price 
‘* and money, doétrine better than wine and 
*¢ milk.” 
¥. 2. Wherefore do ye [pend money for that which 
is not bread? &c.| Lavifh away time, opportuni- 
ties, and ftrength, in reading and hearing falfe 
doétrine, which is not bread, but chaff; is not 
wholefome, does not nourifh, but is hurtful and 
deftructive ;. eats, as does a canker, inftead of feed- 
ing and refrefhing ; fuch as the vain philofophy of 
the Gentiles, the traditions of the ‘Fews, and the er- 
rors and herefies of falfe teachers: and your labour 
for that which fatisfieth not ? labouring to feek for 
happinefs in worldly things, which is not to be 
had; or to obtain righteoufnefs by the works of 
the law, which is not to be attained to in that way; 
all fuch labour is in vain, no fatisfaction is enjoy- 
ed, nor peace and comfort had, nor any folid food; 
thefe are hufks which fwine eat: hearken diligently 
unto me; not the prophet, but the Lord himéfelf. 
The Targum renders it, ‘‘ my word ;” the effential 
word, Chrift Jefus, hearken to his doctrine, which 
is bread, and of a fatisfying nature: and eat ye 
that whick is good; not the law, as the Fewi/ com- 
mentators 5 


304 LSA Tod Chl 


mentators; but the good word of God, the gofpel,) y, 4. Bebold, I bave given him for a ae to 
which being found and eat by faith, or mixed with | the people, &c.] That is, the Meffiah, as - 
faith’ by them that hear it, and fo ‘digelted, is th ae, ae and Ben Melech rightly inreaprctiat 
joy and rejoicing of the heart: and let your foil fe an act paft in eternity, in God’s” 
delight itfelf in fatnefs , in the goodnefs and fatnefs | eternal some and decrees, when he appointed 
of the Lord’s houfe, attending on, the. ee and: (Chai ge. the, office..of ao 
ordinances with fpiritual pleafure and. delight; and | an.aét,of “his, grace, fice, gift of hisyiflos ing £ 
which is the way to become fat “and flourthi ing in. nid og to,.his, people, ‘both 1. Jews, and |. Gentii 
Spiritual things ; fee Pf xkxvi. 8. and Iiy. qo. | evenccalh, I his, aie ad? supe Chrilteds 

y, S: “Incline your ear, and come. upto ne, &c.], both afbdaths oa f 
The exhortations are repeated, to ee the, impor-,}, 
tance - of them, how. welcome " thef erfons were 


| of, their 0. is i 
to the’ Lord, and to his houte, and his oi and, a he of he te ang. h else ih 


ténder ¢are dnd concern for. them : ie our, ae itiation for.n5 io 
feul/ all live; ot, that Jou “fou. nh Ge ease srt ane 4 


aby 
tually “and eternally: ” “There muit bel nee : before, 
hearing ;.men muft be madé alive,, ‘before.t they can }a 
come to. Chrift, {piritually, or hear his. word fo, as 
to have @ {piritual underftanding a it, -on Jayingly 
believe it; but the meaning is, ‘that, By: com, 

and bearing the. word. of. thé Lord, ) in A foul 
have fomething to live “upon, ood, folic ae bfantia 
food and that they fhould tive ¢ com ortably, and 
plentifully, , and that for ever. It was reckoned.a 
great abfurdity in Sunlungus, a Chingfe philofopher, 
wha afferted ¢, that a man had three ears, oné dif- 
ferent from the two that are fen ; 3 itis truein a 
fpiritual fenfe. And Iwill make an everlafting ca- 
venant with you 5 which is. to, be underftood i not.of 
the Covenant of ores. nor_of the covenant, of cir- 
cuincifio: ion, nor. of the Sinai- -covenant; but of the 
covenant. of grace, “which is an everlajiing one ;..,1t 
is from everlafting, being. founded in the. everlafting 
love. of God, is according to his eternal urpoles ; ; 
Chrift ts ‘the Mediator of it, who. as fi fach was, fet 
up from éverlaiting, and the promifes , and, blef- 
fings of it were’ fo ently put into his hands; and 
it will continue to everlafting fure, firm, unaltera- 
ble, and immoveable. “This, properly, fpeaking, 
was imade with Chrift from. all’ eternity, and his: 
people in‘him; it is made manifeft to them.at.con-. 
verfion, when they are fhown it, and their intereft 
in it; ‘when God thakkég “him(elt known to. them 
as their covenant-God, and Chrift as the Mediator | 
of itis revealed to them ; when .the Lord puts. 
his Spirit into them, and makes them partakers 
of the grace of it, fhows them their intereft in the | 
bleffines of it, and opens and applies the. pro- | 
mifes Of it unto them ; and. thefe are made mani- | 
fet inthe mififtration of the gofpel, and jin, the | 
adminiftration of ordinances : even the fure mercies 


ef David; that is, the Meffiah, the fon of David, 


oh he ens hi 
end. of, his coming, Ape worl 
ings;,,deaths and .refurreCtion. ;,.0f 
ing. and of the.feveral, charaéters 
a, watnefs -of;, the, covenant. ill aoft ei 
furety, mediator, and: sngsloeaey te 
in, general; .to which, he has» 
word and doétrines.;,.by,his..w 
by.his fufferings and, death.; by. ao pi re 
truth .by-his gofpel, and the mini s of it; and 
by his Spirit, and a faithful witnefs hei is: @, leader, 
and commander to the peoplé; he is a leader, as he 
is .a.cteacher of \his.people, who, teaches: then», to 
profit, and,leads.them im the way, they thould go. 
as a king that guides his. fubjects with she Mi ul, 
nefs of his hands,..as David..the typeof dim. did a 
as.a,general leads out and on_his armies o battels 
eafbsabert leads his Bock to good paftures 5 ag 
a Fiat e,to thofe. that know not, the way 5 and as 
one that goes before others by way..of ex example 3 
Chrift leads his,people out of their own. ways, into 
his, ways 5, and he, Jeads, them, in..a right af Se 
| the. city. of, their, habitation, to, heaven. at. 
and he, leads them, on gradually and ge 
they.are able.to,,bear. He. isa.comina, - 
military, way, a wile, powerful, md 9 
rageous one, and always: victorious >,and), 
litical fenfe,, as. aking .commands, OR 
whofe, commands. are to. be obeyed sand, i 
they, are written on the hearts of his, pe Ey i 
are not. grievous, tho” they, can’t be 
theif own ftrength; .nor.is it.defigned 
and falyation fhould be obtained by the Ropar ad 
| of them,..but are .done .to. teftify. fubjection.. t to 


ps ‘behold I have appointed him.a prin 
« |e ae a kings, and _a ruler. betowe by 
cated Tie wee ne gus fom the mercy | fg. Bebold,, hom dials, call ‘acnetempbay 
of God,” as rédemption, ‘pardon, “OF fit regenera- | gobs & not, &c. |, And. even #ations, asin t 
tion, falvation, ang Roce ad ae are the’ claufe ;. not. all the. indiy. iduals of,.them 
fa begee is fent, to all, nations. ; a the-latter day 
kingdoms of this, worlds pe the 4.0rd's, 
= fsa nations fall erve, him. e-vObe 
s | concourfe of peop hilly 
| not known , by. him he knows a 
omni d, 


ate’ yea ‘and amen, and. the eee fine i all 


oi feed ; > fee AGS xili, 1 Be ‘and. the, ‘Note ETE — aes 
; Feiss) 2:20 baw beard “bsitetib zohan bat 9 
“sey -urvivet, Junior & ‘eemell, Ving 2). 8 Martin cHit, Sitios 1g. 


Mabumuah Jefhuah, fol. 26, 


+ Ca and. gratitude to: him.) . The,.Largum TSy 


‘Chilly. ¥. 6, 7. % SA 


of by him in an open way.; they are not owned 
and acknowledged to be his; there’s no intimacy 
between them ; they are not admitted to fellowfhip 
and communion with him. The phrafé denotes 
them to be a foreign people, and fo properly de- 
{eribes the Gentiles, who were without Chrift, and 
aliens from the commonwealth of J/rael. Thee, 
Jeboveh the Father fays, for thefe are his words to 
his Son, he fhall.ca// ; not merely with an external 
call, by the miniftry of the word, though this is 
Chrift’s call, and is the means of bringing fouls 
to him; but fometimes this is a call of perfons 
who are not chofen and faved, and is of no effect ; 


but with the internal call, by his.Spirit and grace, | 


which, is according to the purpofe of God, and 
is peculiar to his elect; is the fruit of love, and by 
fpecial grace, and to {fpecial bleffings; is by the 
power of God, and is irrefiftible, unfruftrable, and 
irreverfible : hence the following effect, and nations 
that knew not thee, fhall run unto thee ; knew not 
even God himfelf, as the Gentiles did not, much 
lefs the Meffiah ; they knew neither his perfon nor 
his offices, nor the way of peace, life, and falva- 
tion by him; were in a ftate of grofs darknefs ; 
and to whom the gofpel was.not known, which is 
a revelation of Chrift, and of good things by him. 
Now the promife is, that upon the above call, 
fuch perfons fhould ru# unto Chrift; light goes 
along with that call, directing to the object, where 
all grace and falvation be; life is infufed, by 
which they are quickened, and move; and ftrength 
is given, by which they ftand upon their feet, walk 
and run; efficacious grace, then exerted, draws 
them ; and under a fenfe of danger, and in a view 
of fafety in Chrift, they run with all readinefs and 
chearfulnefs to him, and lay hold on him the hope 
fet before them. The Zargum adds, “‘ to bring 
“< tribute unto thee.” Becau/e of the Lord thy God; 
becaufe of the’love of God, with which they are 
drawn ; and becaufe of his power, which is put 
forth upon them; becaufe of his grace, and the 
proclamations of it in Chrift, and the declaration 
of his will, that whoever believes in him fhall have 
everlafting life ; and becaufe he has appointed 
Chrift, and him only, to be their Saviour and 
Redeemer; and becaufe there is no coming to God 
but by him: for the holy one of Ijrael; or, and or 
even to the holy one of Ijrael’ that is, Chrift, who 
is holy in his natures and offices, and the fancti- 
fier of his people; to him fhall they run, for the 
cleanfing of their filthy fouls in the fountain of his 
blood; and for the expiation of their fin and guilt, 
by his atoning facrifice ; and for righteoufnefs and 
ftrength ; for grace, and all the fupplies of it ; 
for peace, pardon, and eternal life: for be hath 
glorified thee ; that is, God the Father has glorified 
his Son, thro’ the miracles wrought by him in his 
ftate of humiliation ; by fupporting him, as man, 
in hjs work, and under all his fufferings ; and by 
raifing him from the dead, and at his afcenfion to 
heayen ; and by beftowing on him the gifts of the 
Spirit without meafure, to give to others ; which, 
with the reafons before fuggefted, induce, engage, 
and encourage fouls to run to Chrift, when called 
by his grace. Some underftand all this of the firft 
chriftian church, confifting of believing ews, who 


a 
ene wry & ad fan&tum [frael, Montanus, Cocceius. ; i 
J ‘Talmud, as quoted by Abendana on the place, ‘ feek the Lord, where he is found, in the fynagogues, and in the 
|; call upon him, where he is near, in the aca ogues, and in the {chools.”’ ; ; , 
by him, interpret the words, “ whilft his Shekinah is found in the fanctuary ; before he hides his face, and caufes his Shekinaa 
“ to 


“e 


ove from you.” 
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fhould call the Gentiles by her minifters unto Chrift, 
by the converfion and acceffion of which fhe would 
be, glorified.. Thefe nations are thofe the apoftles 
were fent and preached unto after the refurrection 
of Chrift, all the nations of the world, even the 
moft diftant and remote; and particularly, thofe 
the apoftle Pau! preached unto from Feru/alem, 
round about to Iilyricum ; and which the miniiters 
of the word preached unto, in the firft ages of the 
gofpel ; fuch as thofe mentioned by Zertullian * in 
his time, as the Parthians, Medes, Elamites, the 
inhabitants of Me/opotamia, Armenia, Phrygia, Cap- 
padocia, Pontus, Afia, and Pampbylia; the Egyp- 
tians, Africans, Romans, Getulians, Moors, Spaniards, 
Gauls, Britons, Sarmatians, Dacians, Germans, and 
Scythians ; befides many other nations, provinces, 
and ifles unknown, too many to enumerate, who 
profefied the name of Chrift ; and yet more, when 
the whole Roman empire became chriftian, in the 
tumes of Confiantine; to which may be added the 
various kingdoms in Lwrope, which caft off the 
Romifh yoke at the Reformation ; together with 
many of the American nations, or new found 
world, who now embrace and profefs the chriftian 
religion. 

¥. 6. Seek ye the Lord, while he may be found, 
&c.] The Lord is to be fought unto at all times, 
whenever the people of God meet together, efpe- 
cially on fabbath-days, and while the external mi- 
niftry of the word lafts,, and life itfelf; fo the 
Targum, “* feek the fear of the Lord, whilft ye 
‘* are alive.” Kimchi compares it with Eccl. ix. 10. 
The Fewi/h writers, as dben Ezra and others, ge- 
nerally interpret it before the fealing of the decree, 
or before the decree is gone forth. It may be 
underftood of place, as well as time, and be ren- 
dered, feek the Lord in the place where be may be 
found'; God is to be found, as Aben Ezra ob- 
ferves, in all places, and at all times; under the 
Old Teftament there was a particular place ap- 
pointed for the worfhip of God, the tabernacle and 
temple, where he was to be fought unto, and 


might be found; under the New Teftament, all . 


places are alike, and wherever the church and peo- 
ple of God meet together, there he is to be fought, 
and there he may be found, even in his houfe and 
ordinances : call ye upon him, while he is near ; the 
fame thing defigned by different words: feeking 
and calling defign not only prayer,. but the whole 
of public worfhip, and the time and place, when 
and where,. the Lord is to be found, and is near. 
Aben Ezra thinks it refers to the Shekinab in the 
fanctuary. Perhaps it may have fome refpect to 
the time of Chrift’s incarnation, and his being in 
the land of Fudea, and to the deftruction of the 


temple by the Romans, when. the Lord could be 


no more fought unto, and found in that place ; 
or when the chriftians were obliged to remove from 
Ferufalem, becaule of the, fiege of it; and when 
the ‘ews had no more an opportunity of hearing 

the gofpel there. 
¥. 7. Let the wicked forfake bis way, &c.] His 
evil way, as the Zargum paraphrafes it, his wicked 
courfe of life; and which is his own way, of his 
own chufing, and in which he delights, and a 
very dangerous one it is ; and yet he is bent upon 
it; 


k Adverfus Judzeos, c. 7. 1 Soin the 


And fo another Jewith writer, mentioned 
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it, and nothing. can turn him from it but effica- 
cious grace; nor will he ever forfake it, till he 
fees the evil, danger, and loathfomenefs of it; and 
when he does forlake it, it is fo as not to make 
fin the courfe of his life, tho’ he does not, and 
cannot live without fin. The word for wicked fig- 
nifies reftlefs, troublefome, and ungodly, and is 
‘ expreffive of the pollution and guilt of fin all are 
under. Some are notorioufly wicked, and all men 
are wicked in the account of God, tho’ they may 
think otherwife themfelves ; and they become fo in 
their own apprehenfions, when they are thoroughly 
awakened and convinced of fin, and of the evil of 
their ways, and are enabled to forfake them: tho’ 
this may alfo be underftood of bis own way of 
faving himfelf; which is by works of righteoufnefs 
he has done, in oppofition to God’s way of faving 
men ‘by Jefus Chrift,; which way of his own muft 
be relinquithed, ‘and Chrift alone muft be applied 
unto, and laid hold on, for falvation : -and the un- 
vighteous man his thoughts, not his natural thoughts, 
but his finful ones, his wrong thoughts of reli-. 
gion, righteoufhefs, and falvation ; particularly his 
thoughts of being juftified by his own righteouf- 
nefs ; which thoughts are to be forfaken, as being 
contrary to God’s way of juftifying finners ; and 
as all men are unrighteous, are deftitute of righ- 
teoufnefs, and full of unrighteoufnefs, fo is the 
felf-righteous perfon; and he muft be divefted of 
all thoughts of his own righteoufnefs, and ac- 
knowledge himfelf an unrighteous man, ere he 
receives mercy, forgivenefs, righteoufnefs, and fal- 
vation, at the hands of the Lord: and let him re- 
turn unto the Lord; from whom he has departed, 
againft whom he has finned, and who only can 
fave him ; and this he does, when he comes and 
acknowledges his fin before the Lord, implores 
his grace and mercy, and. attends his word and 
worfhip; all which is the fruit and effect of power- 
ful and efficacious grace, in turning and drawing. 
The Targum is, ** and let him turn to the worfhip 
% of the Lord :” and he will have mercy upon him ; 
which fhows, that the returning of the finner to 
God is not meritorious, it is mercy ftill to receive 
him; and which is here mentioned, as the motive 
to return; there is an abundance of it with the 
Lord, and he has refolved and promifed to fhow 
it, and he takes delight in it, and many are the 
inftances of it: and to our God, for he will abun- 
dently pardon ; God is to be applied unto, not as 
an abfolute God, or out of Chrift; but as our 
God in Chrift, in whom he has proclaimed his 
hame, a God gracious and merciful, and fo does 


abundantly pardon. The promife of pardon is ab- | 


folute and unconditional, and is here obferved as 
the motive to forfake fin, and not that as the con- 
dition of pardon; the defign is to comfort thole 
that are diftreffed with fin; God does and will 
pardon, and none but hevcan, and he has declared 
that he will; forgivenefs is with him, and it is 


publifhed in the gofpel, and there have been many 


The Lord does abundantly pardon, 


in{tances of it. 


or multiply to pardon™ ,; he pardons all forts of fin-’ eel 
| and thoughts and mens, which this is 
Tiltaftrate bid 4 WO a ae 
yt. 10. For as the rain 
Jnow from heaven, and ret. 
Rain and fnow come dow: 


ners, and all forts of fins ; original fin, actual 
fins and tranfgreffions; all backflidings and revolt- 
ings; all but the fin. againft the Holy Ghoft, © 
¥. 8. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, &c.] 
In fome things there may, be a likenefs between 
the thoughts of God and the thoughts of men, as 
to the nature of them: thoughts are natural and 


2 mbps "aa De multiplicabit ad parcendum vel ut parcat, Pagninus, 


ceids ; multus eriz ut propitietur, Muntfter. 


known ; but then the thoughts of men are 
and limited, whereas the thoughts of the Lord 
infinite and boundleis ; mens thoughts have 

ginning, but the Lord’s have coneg eh 


intended : the thoughts of men are evil, eve 
imagination of their thoughts, yea, every 
nation is, and that always and only fo; b 
thoughts of God are holy; as appears from h 
purpofes and covenant, and all his acts of grac 


for glory : the thoughts of men, as to the 
jects of them, are vain, and nothing worth 3 
thoughts and fentiments of things are very differe 
from the Lord’s, as about fin, concerning Chrift, 
‘the truths of the gofpel, the people of God, reli- 


‘of them, and their excellency and 


have done what they are 
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| effential to them both ; they are within them, | 
internal’ aéts, and unknown to others, ti 


till 
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much! the nature as the quality of them | 
in redemption, vocation, and preparing his pe 


gion, holinefs, and a future ftate, and in reference 
to the bufinefs of falvation; they think they can 
fave themfelves ; that their own works of righte- 
oufnefs are fufficient to juftify them; their privi- 
leges and profeffion fuch, that they fhall be fayed ; 
their wifdom, riches, and honour, a fecurity to 
them from damnation ; however, that their 
obedience, with repentance for what is amit 
entitle them to happinefs: but the thought 
God are the reverte of all this; particularly 1 
refpeét to pardoning mercy, their thoughts are dif- 
ferent ; carnal men think of mercy, but not of ju- 
ftice, and of having pardoning mercy in an abfo- 
lute way, and not thro’ Chrift, and without con- 
verfion and repentance; and {0 this is a reafon why 
mens thoughts are to be forfaken, becaufe fo very 
unlike to the Lord’s.- Or elfe thefe words are | 
be confidered as an argument, proving that G 
does abundantly pardon all returning finners; fin 
he is not like men, backward to forgive, efpeci- 
ally great and aggravated crimes, but is aa 
free, and willing to forgive, even thofe ‘of the 
moft aggravated circumftances. Nether are your 
ways my ways, faith the Lord; the ways which SO 
prefcribes and direéts men to walk in, are dil rent 
trom theirs; his are holy, theirs unholy ; 5 a "4 
plain, theirs crooked ; his are ways of light, the 
ways of darknefs ; his are pleafant, theirs not fo, 
at leaft in the iffue; his lead to life, theirs to 
death ; and therefore there is good reafon_ why 
they fhould leave their evil ways, and walk in his, 
Moreover, the ways which he takes in the falva- 
tion of men, are different from thofe which they 
naturally purfue, and efpecially in the pardon of 
fin; he pardons freely, fully, without any re- 
ferve, or private grudge, forgetting as well ‘for- 
giving. ee 
¥. 9. For as the heavens are higher t 
earth, &c.} Than which there canno 
ceived a greater diftance: fo are my 
than your ways, and my thoughts than 4 
which may denote the heavenlinefs of 
thoughts of God, the eternity pit 


well as the very great diftance b 
the heavens, and: do ne ret rr 


“ee tos sae ‘ 
: - 
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duced the following effects ; otherwife they may 
be exhaled into vapours, as they often are, and 
drawn up again by the fun: dat watereth the earth, 
and maketh it bring forth and bud; or, inebriateth 
the earth”; foaks into it, and reaches the feed that 
is fown in it, and cauies that to {pring up, and 
rife into ftalk and ear: that it may give jeed to the 
fower, and breed to the eater ; produce a iufficiency 
tor food both for man and beait, and enough for 
feed to fow the ground with the following year. 

» y. 11. So fall my word be that goeth forth out 
of my mouth, &c.] My good word, as the Zar- 
gum, this may either be underftood of Chrift, the 
eternal word, who is called the word of God, and 
may be faid to go forth out of his mouth, being 
fpoken of by all his holy prophets, fince the world 
began, whofe coming was like the rain or .{now, 
Hof. vi. 3. he came trom heaven, from his father 
there, and as a free gift of his; and in confequence 
of a decree, as the rain does ; the manner of his 
coming, like that was fuddenly, gratefully, and 
with great efficacy, watering his people with his 
grace, thro’ the miniftry of the word, and making 
them fruitful; and tho’ he returned to heaven again, 
yet not empty, without fruit and effect; he pro- 
duced a large harveft of fouls, and procured all 
bleffings of grace for them, and accomplifhed the 
whole will and pleafure of God, in effecting the 
falvation of his people; and the pleafure of the 
Lord profpered in his hand: or elfe it may be in- 
terpreted of God’s word of promife; the promilfes 
are made in heaven, and come from thence as the 
rain and fnow do; are the gifts of God’s grace , 
are very refrefhing and reviving, as rain to the 
earth; and are always effectual, being yea and 
amen in Chrift Jefus ; and being made good, ful- 
fil purpofes, or the good will and pleafure of God; 
particularly promifes concerning Chrift, pardon and 
peace thro’ him; fuch as are given forth in this 
chapter: or rather it may be meant of the word 
of the gofpel, which is of God; comes from heaven 
is a blefling ot grace; falls according to divine di- 
rection here and there; tarries not for the expecta- 
tions, defires, or deferts of men; falls in great 
plenty, and is a bleffing wherever it comes: it is 
the means of foftening the hard hearts of men; of 
cooling the confcience fet on fire by the law, and 
allaying the heat of divine wrath there; and of re- 
frefhine and reviving drooping, difconfolate, and 
weary fouls: it is the means of the firft buddings 
of grace in the Lord’s people, and of the larger 
exercifes and flourifhings of it, and of all fruittul- 
nefs in good works: it is productive of feed to 
Chrift the fower, and fruit to his minifters who la- 
bour under him, and of bread to the eater, the be- 
liever, whom it furnifhes with the bread of life to 
feed upon by faith: it fhall not return to me void , 
it is accompanied with a divine energy ; it is the 
power of God to falvation: but it hall accomplifh 
that which TI pleafe; in the converfion of finners, 
and comfort of faints : and it fhall profper in: the 
thing whereto I fent it; whether it be the favour of 
lite unto life, or the favour of death unto death , 
whether for the quickening of finners, and reviv- 
ing of faints; or whether for the hardening of 
men, and leaving them without excufe to. perifh 
in their fins, both in the Fewifh and Gentile 
world. CAC), BALA 

Yo 12. For yé foall go out with joy, and be led 
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| dail wit peace, &c.| Tho’ thefe words may li-| a change fhall be wrought in them, as if briers 
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terally refpect the Yews return from captivity to 
their own land, attended with joy and peace; as 
the preceding verfe may refpect the word of pro- 
mife concerning it; as it is interpreted by the Tar- 
gum, ** for with joy fhall ye go out from among 
‘* the people; and with peace fhall ye be brought 
** to your own land ;” yet they may be fpiritually 
applied to the converfion of men, in confequence 
of the word being made effectual, of which the 
deliverance from the ‘Babylonifh thraldom was a 
type; when men go out of a ftate of bondage to 
fin, fatan, and the law; out of a ftate of darknefs 
and ignorances out of the pit of nature’s miféry 
and diftrefs; out of themfelves and their own righ- 
teoufnefs; out of their own finful ways, and from’ 
among the men of the world: and tho’ here is a 
divine power exerted in all this, yet they go out 
freely, being led by the Spirit of God; who takes 
them by the hand as it were, and Jeads them in 
ways before unknown to them; he leads then . 
to Chrift, his perfon, fulnefs, blood, and righte- 
oufnefs; to the houfe of God, and to the ordi- 
nances of it; and from one degree of grace to an- 
other, till he brings them to glory: all which is 
attended with joy and peace to themfelves; finding 
themfelves releafed from bondage, in a ftate of 
light and comfort, out of the horrible pit, and on 
a rock; brought to Chrift, and clothed with his 
righteoufnefs ; to the angels in heaven, who re- 
Joice over every finner that repenteth; to the mi- 
nifters of the gofpel, who are the inftruments of 
their converfion ; and to all the faints into whofe 
fellowfhip they are brought ; which joy is further 
illuftrated by the following ftrong figures: the 
mountains and the hills fhall break forth before you 
into finging ; or the people that dwell upon them : 
and all the trees of the field fhall clap their hands , 
or clap with their branches; as the Targum, the 
tops of them being moved with gentle breezes of 
wind, bow themielves, and the branches inter- 
twining and clafping each other like hands and 
arms. Kimchi obferves, that mountains and bills 
may fignify the kings of the nations ; and the frees 
of the field, the people rejoicing at the deliverance 
of the Fews, as they pafs along : it may be as well 
applied to the minifters of the word, and common 
believers rejoicing at the converfion of finners, in 
whom as wonderful a change is wrought, as in the 
following cafes. Vitringa interprets this of the apo- 
{tles and minifters of the word going forth into the 
Gentile world, attended with joy in themielves, and . 
among the converts there. 

¥.13. Inftead of the thorn fhall come up the fir- 
‘tree, and inftead of the brier fhall come up the myrtle- 
tree, &c.] The meaning of which either is, that 
inftead of wicked men, comparable to briers and 
thorns for their being fruitlefs and ufelefs, hurtful 
and pernicious, under a curfé, and their end to be 
burned, there good men, comparable to fruitful 
and beautiful trees, fhall be ; which was eminently 
true when the gofpel was preached in the Gentile 
world ; fee I/. xxxv. and xli. 19, 20. fo the Tar- 
gum, ** inftead of the ungodly fhall rife up righ- 
* teous perfons, and inftead of finners fhall rife 
“* up fuch as are afraid to fin;” or elfe the fenfe 
is, that fuch who are like briers and thorns in their 
nature-f{tate, being no better than others, but chil- 
dren of wrath, even as others, fhall by the grace 
of God be made like fir and myrtle-trees; as great 


and 
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and thorns were changed into fir and myrtle-trees ; 
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name, fupport his gofpel and intereft, and’ be for 


to which the faints are fometimes compared, par- | his praife, and to the glory of his grace, who has 


ticularly to myrtle-trees, Zech. i. 10. becaufe goodly 
to look at, of a fweet {mell, ever green, Hourifh 
in watry places, and bring forth fruit: and it foall 
be to the Lord-for a name, for an everlafting fign that 


done fuch great and wonderful things for them 5 
and fhall be for an everlafting fgn and menument 


of the love, grace, power, and faithfulnefs of God, - 


and for a fure token that the church and of 


foall not be cut off ; that is, thefe perfons, who are | God fhall not be cut off, but that God will have 

become and made like to fir and myrtle-trees, fhall | a people to ferve him as long as the fun and moon 

be called by the name of the Lord, fhall bear his ' endure. st ih 
CHAP. LVI. sah 


eit 


d + ig - 4p pare 
HIS chapter contains a prophecy of the con-| folved upon, chofen his people to, and inswhich 
verfion of the Gentiles, and their acceffion| his glory was greatly concerned ; and therefore 

to the church, and of the corrupt ftate of the} calls it his own: or they are the words of Chrift, 


church afterwards, efpecially of its rulers, which 
brought in men comparable to wild beafts to de- 
vour. It begins with an exhortation to the duties 
of judgment and juftice, enforced by the nearnefs 
of Chrift’s falvation, and the clear revelation of 
his righteoufnefs in the gofpel, and by the bleffed- 
nefs of the man that does thofe duties, and lays 
hold on thofe bleffings, and obferves the whole of 
religion, infticated and moral, ¥.1, 2. when en- 
couragement is given to eunuchs, and ftrangers or 
Gentiles, fenfible and religious perfons, to hope for 
acceptance with God, and that they fhall be wel- 
come to his houfe, with an anfwer to their objec- 
tions, and promifes of fpecial favours, ¥. 3, 4, 5, 
6, 7. to which is fubjoined a promife or prophecy 
of future additions, both of Zews and Gentiles, to 
the church of God in the latter day, ¥. 8. and 
then follows a call upon fome favage people, com- 
parable to wild beafts, to come and devour, which 
will be previous to the above prophecy, y¥. 9. the 
reafon of which is the fad corruption of the rulers 
of the church, their ignorance, negligence, avarice 
and drunkennefs, ¥. 10, I1, 12. 


¥. 1. Thus faith the Lord, keep ye judgment, and 
do juftice, &c.] Obferve the word of the Lord, 
which comes from the God of judgment, is the 
beft informer of the judgment, and the only rule 
of faith and practice; and which fhould be kept 
in the heart, mind and memory, be held faft, and 


who is the fole author of fpiritual and eternal fal- 
vation, and in whom alone it is, and from him 
alone to be had; and which was near, being per- 
formed by himfelf, publifhed in his gofpel, applied 
by his Spirit, and enjoyed by his people here and 
to all eternity : aud my righteoufne/s to be revealed ; 
and which alfo are either the words of God the 
Father concerning his faithfulnefs in the perform- 
ance of his promife of Chrift, and good things by 
him; concerning his juttice, which was glorified 
in the work of redemption by Chrift; or concern- 
ing the righteoufnefs of Chrift, called his, because 
he fent him to bring it in, he approves of it, im- 
putes it to his people, and juftifies them by it: or 
they are the words of Chrift concerning his own 
righteoufnefs, which he has wrought out, and 
brought in, in the room and ftead of his people, 
and for their fakes; and which is revealed, not by 
the light of nature, nor by the law of Mofés, but 
by the gofpel of Chrift, and that from faith to 
faith, or only to believers. Now thefe being ufed 
as arguments to engage to the keeping and doing 
judgement and juftice, fhew that the doctrines of 
falvation by Chrift, and juttification by his righ- 
teoufnefs, are no licentious doétrines, rare 

¥,2. Bleffed is the man that doth this, 8c.] That 
does juftice, and keeps judgment ; he hereby ex- 
ercifes a good confcience both towards God and 
men; he enjoys communion with God in his ways,. 
worfhip, and ordinances, he attends unto; and 


abode by ; and fo likewife all the ordinances of the | has an evidence of his right to eternal happinefs > 
Lord, which are his ftatutes and judgments ; thefe| and the fon of man that layeth bold om it; on the 
fhould be all of them kept as they were delivered, | falvation of Chrift, and his righteoufnefs; which 
in faith, from love, and with a view to the glory | fuppofes a fenie of the infufficiency of a man’s own, 
of God and Chrift ; all matters of judgment and | righteoufnets, a view of the excellency and fuit- 
juftice between man and man, whether public or | ablenefs of Chrift’s righteouinefs ; and is expreffive. 


private, fhould be obferved and done ; all that you 
would have men to do to you, do to them; all 
works of righteoufnefs required by the Lord, tho’ 
not to be depended upon for juftification in his 
fight, but regarded as fruits and evidences of faith 
and repentance ; for works of righteoufnefs can’t 
be done but by regenerated perfons. The reafons 
enforcing a regard to thefe things follow : for my 
Jalvation is near to come, which are either the words 
of God the Father concerning Chrift and his falva- 
tion, whom he appointed, called, and fent to ef- 
fect it; who, when this prophecy was given out, 
was to come, and was to come as a Saviour, and 
was near at hand; and whofe falvation, as to the 
efficacy of it, was come, all the Old Teftament- 
faints being faved by it ; and as to the impetration 
of it, was near at hand, he being ready to come, 
and in a fhort time, comparatively fpeaking, did 
come, and work out this falvation God had re- 


of a {trong act of faith upon it, embracing and) 
retaining it as a man’s own: that keepeth the fab- 
bath from polluting it; by doing any fervile work’ 
on it, and attending to all religious duties, private: 
or public. . This is put for the whole of inftituted — 
worfhip, under the gofpel-difpenfation, and for any 
day or time in which the church of Chrift me 
together for religious worhip : and keepeth bis band 
from doing any evil; committing any fin againf 
God, or doing injury to the perfons and properties 
of men, including the whole of moral duty. — 
x. 3. Neither let the fon of the firanger, &c. 
Gentile, that is fo by birth, the fon of ont 
an alien from the commonwealth of J/rae/, a 
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from the covenants of promife, and fo I | no right 


to come into the congregation of 
the former difpenfation ; but now : 
of partition being broken down, in the times to 
which this prophecy belongs, fuch are e1 
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to expect admiffion: shat hath joined himfelf to the 
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| young men, and children, where Chrift is.as a fon 


Lard; who having a {piritual knowledge of him ) over his own houfe, and a¢ts as prophet, prieft, and 


in Chrift, loves him, believes in him, gives up 
himfelf to him, to walk in his ways and ordi- 
nances, and cleaves unto him with full purpote of 
heart ; fee J/ xliv. 5. Fer. 1.5. fuch an one fhould 
not jpeak, faying, the Lord bath utterly feparated 
me {rom his people; by a law of his, Deut. xxiii. 3. 
for now the wall of {eparation, the ceremonial law 
is deftroyed, and God declares himfelf to be the 
God of the Gentiles, as well as of the Fews ;, and of 
all that fear God, and believe in Chrift, of every 
nation, who are accepted with him; and that they 
are all one in Chriit, and all partakers of the fame 
promifes and bleffings ; fo ftrangers, and the fons 
of ftrangers, were to have an inheritance among 
the children of J/rae/ in gofpel-times; fee Ezek, 
xivii. 22, 23. and therefore fhould have no reafon 
to {peak after this manner: neither let the eunuch 
fay, behold, I am a dry tree; having no children, 
nor could have any ; and to be written childlefs 
was reckoned a reproach and a curfe; nor might an 
eunuch enter the congregation of the Lord, Deut. 
xxiii. £. and yet fuch aman, having the grace of 
God, and acting agreeably to it, as in the follow- 
ing verfe, fhould not diftrefs himfelf on the above 
accounts. 

y. 4. For thys faith the Lord unto the eunuchs 
that keep my fabbaths,.&c.] That fear and 
ferve the Lord; religioufly obferve. all times of di- 
vine worfhip, and walk in all the commandments 
and ordinances of the Lord; fhew regard to all 
the inftitutions of the gofpel, and perform all reli- 
gious exercifes, private and public, on Lord’s-days, 
and at other times: aud chufe the things that pleafe 
me who do that which is well pleafing unto God, 
which he has declared in his word to be acceptable 
to him ; and do that from right principles, with 
right views, and of choice; not forced to it by 
thofe who have authority over them, or led to it 
merely by example and cuftom: and take hold, of 
my covenant ; not the covenant of circumcifion, as 
Kimchi ; for what had eunuchs to do with that ? 
but the covenant of grace, the everlafting cove- 
nant, the covenant of peace before fpoken of, ch. 
liv. 10. and ly. 3. made between the Father and 
the Son, on account of the elect; which may be 
faid to be taken hold of, when a perfon by faith 
claims his intereft in God as his covenant-God; 
comes to Chrift as the mediator of the covenant; 
and deals with his blood, righteoufnefs and. facri- 
fice, for pardon, juftification and atonement; re- 
gards all the promifes and bleffings of the covenant 
as belonging to him, and lives by faith on them, 
as fuch ; fo David by faith laid hold on this cove- 
nant, 2 Sam. Xxiil. 5. . : 

¥. 5. Even to them will I give in mine boufe, and 
within my walls, &c.] The Targum is, ‘* in the 
«¢ houfe of my fanctuary, and in the Jand of the 
<< houfe of my fhekinah ;” meaning the temple at 
Ferufalem, in the land of Fudea; but.a gofpel- 
church-ftate is here meant, which is the, houfe. of 
God; the materials of which are true believers; the 
foundation Chrift; the pillars and beams of it are 
the minifters of the word; the windows the ordi- 
nances, the door into it faith in Chrift, and a pro- 


feffion of it; the proyifions of it the word and or- 


dinances; the ftewards of it, the preachers of the 
gofpel; where are faints of various forts, fathers, 


king there. This is the Lord’s houfe, ’tis of. his 
building, where he dwells, which he’ keeps, repairs, 
beautifies, and adorns ; here he promifes. to give 
the perfons before defcribed, a place, and a name, 
better than of fons and of daughters ; a place of en- 
trance and admiffion into his houfe, for continuance 
to dwell in; a place of honour, profit, and plea- 
fure; a place of comfort, reft, eafe, and quiet- 
nefs ; a place of fulnefs at the table of the Lord ; 
a fixed, abiding, fettled place; or, a hand °, which 
may fignify a part, portion, lot, or inheritance, 
2, Sam. xix, 43. or a ftatue or pillar, 2 Saw. xviii. 
18. fee Ezek. xlvii. 22, 23. Rev. iii. 12. and a 
name, not of office, for all in it are not officers ; 
nor a mere name in a church-book, which to have 
only is of no avail; nor the mere name of a pro- 
feffor, which men may have, and be dead ; but a 
good name, as a church-member: and fuch an 
one is he, who keeps his place in the church; feeks 
to maintain peace and brotherly love in it; lays 
himfelf out for the welfare of it; is ready to con- 
tribute according to his ability for the fupport of 
it; and whofe life and converfation is becoming the 
gofpel of Chrift: moreover, by this name may be 
meant the name of the people of God, he being 
their covenant-God ; or of the priefts of God, as 
all the faints are under the .gofpel-difpenfation; or 
of chriftians, as they are now called ; or rather of 
the fons of God, which. is the new name that is 
given them, and is a more excellent name than of 
fons and daughters ;, that is, than to have fons and 
daughters, the want,.of which the. eunuch com- 
plained of ; or than to be the’ fons and daughters 
of the greateft potentate on earth ; J will give them 
an everlafting name, that foall never be cut off ; fach 
is their good name in the church, and is fpoken 
well of in after ages, is had in everlafting remem- 
brance, and will be confeffed by Chrift at the laft 
day ; and fuch is their name as, the children of 
God, for once fons, no more fervants,. the name 
and relation will always continue; and both this 
name and place are the gift, of God, ’tis he that 
brings them to his houfe, and; gives them ,a place 
there, and enables them to behave well in it, fo as 
to have a good name; and it.is he that gives them 
the name, privilege, power, and relation, of. chil- 
dren, which fhall,never.be cut off by any, act of 
their own, or his, or by’ men, or devils; fuch a 
name had the eunuch converted and baptized by 
Philip, Ads viii, 27—39. 
¥.6. Allo the fons of the ftranger that join. them- 
elves to the Lord, &c.], Having anfwered the ob- 
jection, and, removed. the difcouragement of the 
eunuch, he now returns to the fons of the f{tranger, 
who alfo join themfelves to the Lord,.as the eu- 
nuch had done; fee ¥. 4. and who..do this, fo 
ferve him, and to love,.the. name of the,Lord, to be 
bis fervants, who give, up themielves, to, him, not 
only to be faved by him, but to.ferye him. in 
righteoufnefs and holinefs, with reverence and Body 
fear, and from a principle of love to him; being 
heartily defirous, and accounting it an honour to 
be his fervants : every ane ‘that kecpeth the fabbath 
from polluting it, and taketh hold of my covenant, 
fee the note on ¥. 4. P 4 
¥.7. Even them will I bring to my holy mguntain, 
&c.] The church, called a mountain for its height, 
vifibility 


° ”~ manum, Montanus, Cocceius. Ben Melech interprets it by ED YP p/ace ; and obferves, that not a corporal place. is in. 


tended, but a place of honour, excellency, dignity and praife. 
You. I. N°. 10. ' 
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of fpiritual J/rael, and who are caft out, not by» 
the Lord, but by the men of the world; who ¢ait’ 
out their names as evil, who call them outcaits, 
and account them the offscouring of all things, 
Jer. xxx. 17. or rather this charaéter of them may 
reprefent what they appear to be in-a ftate of na-' 
ture, when they feem to be neglected, and not’ 
taken notice of by the Lord, as if they were not 
his people, or beloved by him; and are ‘like the 
infant caft out into the open field to’ the loathing. 
of its perfon ; and yet fuch as thefe the Lord looks. 
upon, takes notice of, and gathers in by effectual 
vocation. ‘The Yargum renders it, the /eattered of 
Lrael, and fo the Septuagint, Vulgate Latin, Syriac 
and Arabic verfions ; who, whilft unregenerate, are 
in a ftate of diftance and alienation from God; are 
without God and Chrift, and defticute of the Spi+ 
rit; aliens from the people of God; wandering 
out of the way of God; are like loft fheep, feat- 
tered abroad by the fall of Adam, and their own 
actual tranfgreffions: now the Lord God is the 
gatherer of thefe; which agrees with Chrift, as 
the furety that engaged to look them up, and bring 
them in; and as he.is a fhepherd that gathers the 
lambs in his arms; and as he is the Saviour that 
came to feek and fave that which was loft;.and 
who, in coniequence of having redeemed his peo- 
ple, gathers them by his Spirit-and grace, thro’ 
the miniltry of the word; fee fob x. 16: Jf xt. 
11, Luke xix. 10, Zech. x. 8. it may be here meant 
ot God the Father, whofe purpofe, plan and cen- 
trivance-it was to gather together all his élect in 
one, even in Chrift ; and whofe promife it is, that 
to him fhould the gathering of the people be; and 
who fet him up as an enfign for that purpofe, Eph. 
1.10. Gen, xlix. 10. Jf-xi. 10, 12. he now fays: 
yet will I gatber others to bim, befides thofe that are 
gathered unto him; that is, to Lfrael’s either to 
Chrift, to whom thefe outcafts and feattered ones © 
belong, who is fometimes called J/rael, If, xlix. 2. 
or to the church of God, whither they are broughe 
when gathered, as in y. 5, 7. this is done in effec- 
-tual:-vocation, when God’s eleé& are called and ga- 
thered out-of the world, among whom they have 
been, ‘and are brought to Chrift. as. their Saviour ; 
as the. Lord ‘their nghteoufneis ; as. the mediator 
of the new coygnant ; and to his blood for pardon, 
juitification and 4alvation ; and as the ark where 
they only can find reft for their fouls; and as their 
king to whom they become fubject; and fo they 
are gathered into the church as to a fold and 
paiture.’ Now great numbers of thefe, both among 
the Fews and Gevfiles, were gathered in at the firit 
preaching of the gofpel, in the firft ‘times of the 
‘gofpel-duipenfation sand it is here promifed that 
otuers befides them fhould be gathered in, even all 
that remain of the election of grace uncalled ; the 
reft of thofe that the Father has given to Chrift ; 
the refidue of thofe he has redeemed by hi blood & 
fuch of the children of God as are yet featrere 
abroad, even all the remainder of the Lord’s peo-, 
ple, whether Yews or Gentiles. which will be fal- 
filled’ in the latter day, when the forces and ful- 
nefs of the Gentiles {hall be brought in, and the 
nation’ of the Fews converted at once,” words 
may be rendered, yet will I gather unto that 
are to be gathered* , the other fheep alled; as 
many as are ordained unto eternal life; not one thal 
be loft or left Behind, Kimchi mentions it as an. 
ri ' €Xpo-, 


vifibility and immoveablenefs; fee J/- ii. 2. ‘efpe- 
cially for the latter; the true members of it being 
fuch who are interefted in the unchangeable love 
of God, in the immoveable grace of election,. in 
the unalterable covenant of grace, are on the rock 
Chrift Jefus, and are fecured by the favour and power 
of God; and it is called an /oly one, becaufe in it 
holy men’ are, holy doétrines are preached, holy 
fervices performed, and the holy God, Father, Son, 
and Spirit, grant their prefence: and hither the 
Lord brings his people ; he fhews them the way 
thither; he inclines their minds, and moves their 
wills to come hither, he removes the objections 
that are in their way; he conftrains them by his 
love; and he does it ina very diftinguifhing way,. 
takes one of a city, and two of a family, and 
brings them hither; and he, who fays this, is able 
to do it; and when he has brought them there, 
will do for them as follows: and make them joyful 
in my houfe of prayer ; or, in the houfe of my prayer '; 
not made by him, as fay the Fews *; but where 
prayer is made unto him, and is acceptable with 
him ; every man’s clofet fhould be a place of pri- 
vate prayer ; and every good man’s houie a place 
of family-prayer ; but a church of God is an houfe 
where faints meet together, and jointly pray to the 
Lord: and here he makes them joyful, by hearing 
‘and anfwering their prayers; by granting his gra- 
cious prefence ; by difcovering his love, and fhed- 
ding it abroad in their hearts ; by feeding them 
with his word and ordinances; by giving them 
views of Chrift, his love and lovelinefs, tulnefs, 
grace and righteoufnefs ; by favouring them with 
the confolations of his Spirit, and his gracious in- 
fluences ; and by fhewing* them their intereft in the 
bleflings of grace and glory: their burnt-offerings 
and their facrifices hall be accepted upon mine altar ; 
which is Chrift, who is not only the prieft that 
offers up all the facrifices of his people, but is alfo 
the ‘altar on which they are offered up, Hed. xiii. 
ro. and is the only one, and the moit holy one, 
which is greater than the gift, and fanctifies every 
gift that is upon it, and makes both the perfons 
and the offerings of the Lord’s people acceptable 
unto God ; for by thefe offerings and facrifices ‘are 
not meant legal but fpiritual ones; good deeds, acts 
of beneficence, rightly performed, with which fa- 
crifices God is well pleated; facrifices of prayer 
and praife; and even the perfons of faints them- 
felves, their bodies and their fouls when prefented, 
a holy, living, and acceptable facrifice unto God, 
Heb, xiii, 15, 16. Rom. xii. 1. the prophet here 
{peaks in figures, agreeably to hisown» time, as 
Calvin obferves; when fpeaking of gofpel-times; fo 
he makes mention of the fabbath before, initead of 
the Lerd’s-day, or any time of worfhip under the’) 
gofpel-difpenfation + for mine boufe fhall be called an. 
houfe of prayer for’ all people, Gentiles as well as) 
ews; the fons of the ftrangers, as others, are all 
welcome to the church of God, to come and wor- 
fhip, and pray to the Lord there, and that is ‘in any 
place where the faints’ meet’ together ;* for holy 
hands may be lift up every where, without wrath 
or doubting, 1 Tim. ii, 8..° The ‘fews apply this 
verfe to the time when the fon of David, the Mef- 
fiah, fhall come ~ ° * + oe 2 YARRAT 
¥. 8. The Lord God which gathereth the outcafts 
of SJfrael, faith, &c.} ‘Not the outcafts of literal 
Ufrael, the captives in Babylon, and elfewhere ; but 
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expofition of) his father’s, *¢ ‘after I -have gathered | empire, ‘and tore! it toxpieces, and {pread igno- 
*¢ theoutcaftsvof Ujrael y yet will I gather againft | rance and. corruption every where;.next defcrib- 
*¢ethemthat are! gathered, | others’ againtt\ his ga-! ed; | for now) the beat of Rome arofe with his ten 
‘s-thered\ ones, and they are Gog:and Magee” to} heads; Some think:that'a new chapter fhould be- 
whichrfenfe, he fays; the following verie' inclines : | gin here, i ast AO Jnensve> at ie 
but much better is:the: fenfe.of viben Ezra, “ yet) yo10y His: watchmen are blind, é&c.} A fad cha- 
‘sowill:f gather profelytes tonthe gathered of J/-| racter of watchmen; who, of all men, ought to 
‘soraels? for is gathered ones, he fays, refers: to} have good fight, to fee whois, coming, to.defery 
Hjraels> Buv it is: beftofcall to interpret it.of the/na-|/an enemy, to difcern approaching danger, and fo 
tions gathered and addedito the chriftian churches, | be capable of giving notice thereof. This tome 
inthe times of Conflantine, who before had been|.apply to the Scribes and Pharifees, who are often 
treated as outcafts, and perfecuted: for their  pro-| called blind guides, and blind leaders of the blind; 
feffion of .Chrift ;: and of the converfion of ‘various | Matt. xv. 14. and xxiii. 16, 175) 19,)245 26. and 
other people, as the Goths, Vandals, Sec. in after-| well fuits the charaéter of the popith clergy, bithops 
ages.) So Vitringa. othiay and» priefts, thofe ecclefiaftical watchmen, . whofe 
W.qeAll ye beafts of the field) come to devour,| bufinefs thould be: to look. after the fouls of men, 
&c.] “Which may be underftood either literally of | and feed them with knowledge and underftanding; 
favage beatts being called to devour the flain, fig~| but very ill qualified for it, being blind and igno- 
nifying a great flaughter that fhould ‘be made, like} rantvas ito the knowledge: of things divine and {pi- 
that) in Rev. -xixs17, 18. to’ which: the: fowls of | ritual. The) firft letter in this claufe is larger 
the heaven are invited, as\ to a/fupper and fo| than ufual, perhaps defigned to ftrike the eye, and 
Kimchi interprets it of fuch creatures being called | raife the attention. to what follows, as being fome- 
to feed upon the carcaffes in'the:camp of Geg and} thing remarkable and extraordinary, as indeed the 
Magog, agreeably’ to Ezek. xxxixs 17,18. but it} character given of thefe men: is, and directing to 
feems better to underftand it figuratively of people| beware of them. The -firit word; which is. the 
and nations,’ comparable tothe beafts of the field} word for: watchmen,. has the. letter god wanting 3° 
for their ftrength; ‘cruelty, and voracioufnefs. The! which being a note of. multitude, fhows, ’tis ob- 
Targum of the whole) is, ‘ all the kings of the | ferved “, that all the watchmen were univerfally 
‘* people that thal] be gathered to opprefs. thee, | deficient in the light of their minds, and not one 
<< O' Ferufalem, Mhall be. caft in the midit of thee ;| of them did their duty, as it follows: they are all 
‘they fhall be for food to the beaft of the field, | ignorant, or know not ", or nothing, not the fcrip- 
* the beaft of the foreft> fhall. be fatisfied with | tures, and the meaning of them, the gofpel, and 
“them.” ‘Tho’ it feems righteft to interpret thefe | the doétrines of ic; Chrift, and the way of falva- 
‘ beafts of the kings of the people themfelves , by| tion by him; the Spirit. of God, and his opera- 
whom fome underitand the Chaldeans, Babylonians,| tions on the fouls of men; and fo very unfit.to 
and other nations along with them, and under | be fpiritual watchmen, or to have the care of im- 
them, who fpoiled. the people of the Yews, and | mortal fouls. A popifh bifhop in Scotland declared, 
catried them, captive ; but rather the Romans are} he did not ,.know neither the: Old nor the New 
intended. And fo. the prophet, after he had fore- | Teftament ; and bifhop Albert, reading the bible, 
told the gathering in of the remnant, according | could not tell what book it: was, only he.found it 
to the election of grace, among the Yews, and the | was contrary to their religion. They are.alldumb 
addition to them from among the Gentiles, pro-~| dogs; they cannot bark , and fo ulelels ;,-as,a houfe- 
ceeds to give.an-account what. fhould become.of | dog, or one that is, fet:to. keep the theep, if, it 
the reft-of the. Few#h nation that rejected the Mef-} barks.not at. the noife of a thief, or the approach 
fiah and his-.gofpel., that- the Romans- fhould be | of a wolf, to.give notice to. the family,..or the 
brought in-upon them, -who\ fhould devour them; | fhepherd, it is of nowfervice.. It. may defign. fuch 
which deftruction would, be-owing to, the follow- | who .call themfelves tminifters: of the .word,. and 
ine fins fabounding ‘among ,them®. principal men, | yet either,cannot, or will not preach, fuch as are 
But I-aminclined: to the opinion.of Cocceias and , unpreaching' bifhops, or..in their. miniftry do not 
Vitringa, that the barbarous ‘nations: of the: Goths | reprove the; errors: and. vices,.of men, and warn 
and Vandals, and -others, coming into.the Roman. them of, their,danger : fleeping, jing. down, loving 
empire, ‘become. chriftian, tho’ greatly, corrupted, to: /lumbery as dogs do ;.flothful,. indolent, ,don’t 
are here meant’; fince: this, feems .to.be a’ pro+} care,to be. concerned in. bufinefs,, but take their 
: phecy of what fhould happen.between the; firftga-|eafe and pleafure, and are very, improper. perfons 
thering: of the Fes and, Gentiles to Chiift, jin ‘the | for watchmen... The firlt, word.* uled, is oblerved 
‘firft-times of the gofpel,: and..the:after-gathering | to’ fignity {peaking vain things. in dreams,..things 
of them-in the latter days) and the following words | delirious; and. agrees well,with the dreaming ‘doc; 
aptly defcribe the ignorance, ftupidity, avarice, and | trines, and delirious notions of the Romifh,clergy.. 
intemperance of the priefts of the apoftate church |) yx. 11.., Yea,, shey ave greedy dogs, See.) Or strong 
of ‘Rome’; and the following chapter, which is a|of jou!’ of great appetites, and are meyer fatis-, 
continuance of this prophecy, better agrees with | fied: or /rrong of body; the foul isfometimes put, 
the idolatry of the church of Rome, than with abe for the body ; big-bodied, fat-bellied. men, fuch, 
Jews, who, elpecially at-the.timevof their deftruc- | as the priefts, monks, and. friars, that live upon 
tion by the Romans, were.not, given.to idolatry.)| the fan of the land, gluttons, epicures, men.of a, 
¥eay all the beafts in the fore, a herd of.them,.| canine appetite, like dogs, which can. never, have. 
which, like an inundation, ran.over.the.Roman\| enough , know not fuluefs*, or what it is, to ‘be)filled 


: $017. 
es Rai Oe b tae POL Oyradal 4ey PaPeMwEney . | ~4ytO 


r 


Lal 


>> 80 02" Ere 
é 3 


ibs d. 34 aa TH! fi age ve WOCEEWA BUN EL od it ‘ Aa i Ly iit i ae ate Yew, he cho } 
Fae Peeable to which, the words, according to, the accents, are thas rendered by Reinbeck, De Accent. Heb.'p. 427. al} ye 
beaps bas field; come ye, to devour all the beafts in the fore ; fo Munkter ; one fort of bealts are called upon ‘to ‘devour an- 

0 ; « Bextorf. Tiberias, c. 14. p.39. Vid. Hiller. De arcano Cethib. & Keri, 1 t. ¢. 7. p. 35. 

a veh nefciverunt, Paguinus, Montanus.; mil fciunt, Pifcator. —* IDM dehria loquentes, Movtanus ; videntes 
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to fatisfaétion, always craving more. Tho’ fome 
think this denotes their infatiable avarice, their 
greedy defire of money, not being fatisfied, with 
what they have, in order to fupport their volup- 
tuous way of living. dvd they are Jhepherds that 
cannot underftand, or, and they are, or are they foep- 
herds ? thefe blind and ignorant watchmen ; thefe 
dumb and greedy dogs; thefe pretend to be the 
fhepherds of the flock, and to feed them? yet they 
know not to underftand*, or know not underftanding ; 
have no knowledge and underftanding of divine 
things, and therefore unfit, and uncapable of feed- 
ing the people therewith : they all look to their own 
«vay; to do that which is moft pleafing to them, 
agreeable to their carnal lufts; they feek that which 
is moft for their worldly profit and advantage, 
having no regard to the glory of God, the in- 
tereft of Chrift, and the welfare of the flock : 
every one for bis gain from bis quarter; from the 
province, city, or town, he is in; from his arch- 
bifhoprick, bifhoprick, or parifh; making the moft 
of his benefice, of his tithes and revenues; in- 
creafing his falary as much as he can; getting as 
much as poffible from all forts of perfons, rich and 


poor, high and low, that are under his jurifdiction; | “* than to-day, 


and this is the cafe of every one, from the greateft 
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\ ie & biel 
to the leaft, The Targum is, * every one to fpoil 
“‘ the fubftance of J/rae/;” as the Pharifees de- 
voured widows: houfes, Matt. xxiii.14.. 
y. 12. Come ye, fay they, &c.] Either to their 
fellow-bifhops and priefts, when got together, jo- 
vially caroufing ; or to the common people, .en- 
couraging them in luxury and intemperance: J 
will fetch wine, out.of his cellar, having good 
{tore of it, and that of the beft, hence c prichs 
wine; and fo at Paris and Louvain, the popith 
priefts called their wine, vinum theologicum : Gate: 
will fill ourfelves with frrong drink ; fill their bellies 
and fkins full of it, till drunken with its the drun- 
kennefs of priefts in popith countries is notorious, 
which feems here to be taxed and prophefied of : 
for to-morrow fhall be as this day, and much amore 
abundant, the morrow fhall be as good, and merry, 
and jovial a day as this, and better; and we fhall 
have as much wine and. ftrong drink to drink, .or 
more; this they fay to encourage their companions 
to drink, and not fpare, and to put away the .eyil 
day far from them. The Targum is, “ faying, come 
** Jet us take wine, and be. inebriated wath old 
‘“< wine; and our dinner to-morrow fhall be better 
large, very Jarge.? 5 


a ie 


CHAP. LVI 


J Rye chapter contains complaints of the ftu- 
pidity and idolatry of the people, defcribed 
in the latter part of the preceding chapter; and 
fome promifes of grace to the people of God. The 
itupidity of the former is obferved, y. 1. they not 
taking notice of the death of good men, nor of 
impending calamities they were taken from, whofe 
happinefs is defcribed, ¥. 2. then thefe idolatrous 
people are fummoned before the Lord, y¥. 3. and 
are charged with deriding the faints, with idolatry 
and murder, ¥. 4, 5, 6. and their idolatry is re- 
prefented under the notion of adultery, attended 
with very aggravating circumftances, ¥. 7, 8, 9 
and yet thefe people ftill entertained prefumptuous 
hopes of happinefs, and boafted of, and trufted in, 
their righteoufnefs and good works, which would 
be expofed, and be of no advantage to them, ¥. 
10, 11, 12. next follow promifes of grace to the 
faints, that fuch that trufted in Chrift fhould inherit 
the holy mountain, ¥. 13. that the ftumbling- 
block: of his people fhould be removed, y. 14. 
that he would dwell with the humble and contrite, 
y¥. 15. and not be always wroth and contend with 
them, for a reafon given, ¥. 16. and that tho” he 
had {mote them, and hid his face from them, be- 
caufe of their fins, yet would heal them, lead them, 
and comfort them, and fpeak peace unto them, 
¥. 17, 18, 19. and the chapter is concluded with 
the character of the wicked, and an affurance that 
there is no peace for them, y. 20, 21. 


y¥. 1. The righteous perifbeth, &c.] Not eter- 
nally ; he may fear he fhall, by reafon of fin and 
temptation ; he may fay his ftrength and hope are 
perifhed ; and his peace and comfort may perifh 
for a time; but he can’t perifh everlaftingly, be- 
caufe he is one that believes in Chrift, and is ju- 


{tified by his righteoufhefs, from whence ‘he is de- 
nominated righteous ; and fuch fhall never perith, 
but have everlafting life: but the meaning is, that 
he perifheth as to his outward man, or dies cor- 
porally, which is called perifhing, ech. vii. ws. 
and fo the Targum renders it, ‘* the righteous die,”” 
Or it may be rendered, the righteous man is loft » ; 
not to himfelf, his death is a gain to him; but'to 
the church, and to the world, which yet is not 
confidered : and no man layeth it to heart; takes 
any notice of it, thinks at all about it, far from 
being concerned or grieved; inftead of that, ra- 
ther rejoice, and are pleafed that they are rid of 
fuch perfons; which will be the cafe, when the 
witnefles are flain, Rev, xi. 10. The Targum is, 
** and no man lays my fear to heart ;” or on’ his 
heart; whereas fuch providences fhould lead men 
to fear the Lord, and feek to him, and ferve him, 
as it did David, Pf. xii. 1: and merciful men are 
taken away; or gathered*; out of the world; to 
their own people, to heaven ; thefe are fuch who 
obtain mercy of the Lord, and fhow mercy'to 
others, holy, good men: the former charaéter may 
refpect the righteoufnefs of Chrift imputed to them, 
this his grace implanted in them, difcovered by atts 
of mercy and goodnefs; for one and the fame perfons 
are intended: mone confidering that the righteous is 
taken away from the evil to come; that thefe are 
evil times coming, great calamities, and { : 
ments, upon men; and therefore thefe ‘righteous 


| ones are gathered out of the world, and are ga- 


thered home, and fafely houfed in heaven, that 
they may efcape the evil coming upon a wicked 
generation ; and who yet have no’ ~abour 
it, nor are they led to obferve it, own 
from the removal of good men out of the ; 
fee 2 Kings xxii..20. All this may be applied to 
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the martyrs of Jefus, in times of popifh perfecu- 
tion ; or to the removal of good men by an ordi- 
nary death, before thofe times came. 

y¥. 2. He fhall enter into peace, &c.] Or shall go 
in peace *, the righteous man goes in peace now; 
he has peace from his juftifying righteoufnefs ; he 
has peace thro’ believing in Chrift, he has peace 
in, tho” not from, his obedience and _ holinefs of 
life ; and he has peace in the midft of the many 
trials he is exercifed with ; and he goes out of the 
“world in peace, with great ferenity and tranquil- 
lity of mind, as Simeon defired he might, having 
views of an intereft in Chrift, and in the glories 
of another world; and as foon as he is departed 
from hence, he enters into peace, into a ftate where 
there is every thing that makes for peace ; there 
is the God of peace; there is Chrift, the prince of 
peace ; there is the Spirit, whofe fruit is peace ; 
and there are the angels of peace, and good men, 
the fons of peace; and there is nothing there to 
difturb their peace, no fin within, nor fatan’s temp- 
tations without, nor any wicked men to annoy and 
moleft them ; and there is every thing that can 
come under the notion of peace and profperity ; 
for the happinefs of this ftate is fignified by riches, 
by glory and honour, by a kingdom, and by a 
paradife ; and into this ftate the righteous may be 
faid to enter immediately upon death, which is no 
other than ftepping out of one world into another; 
and this they enter into as into a houfe, as it really 
is, an houfe not made with hands, eternal in the 
‘heavens ; and entering into it, they take poffeffion 
of it, and for ever enjoy it: they fhall reft in their 
beds ; their fouls in the bofom of Abraham, in the 
arms of Jefus; their bodies in the grave, which is 
a bed unto them, where they lie down and fleep, 
till they are awaked at the refurrection ; and 
where they reft from all toil and labour, from all 
difeafes and diftempers, pains and tortures, and 
from all perfecuting enemies; fee Rev. xiv. 13: 
each one walking in bis uprightnefs, in the righte- 
oufnefs of Chrift, and in the fhining robes of im- 
mortality and glory, and in perfect purity and ho- 
linefs : or, before him*; before God, in the fight 
or prefence of him, and by fight, and not by faith, 
as now. ‘Tho’ this is by fome confidered as the 
character of the righteous man in life, fo ben 
Ezra; and then the fenfe is, that he that walks in 
his uprightnefs, in the uprightnefs or righteouf- 
nefs of Chrift, and by faith on him; that walks 
uprightly in his life and converfation before God, 
and before bim/elf, following the rule before him, 
and walking according to the rule of the gofpel, 
and in the ordinances of it blamelefs, when he 
comes to die, he enters into peace and reft. And 
to this fenfe is the Zargum, which paraphrafes it, 
‘¢ that are doers of his law ;” fee Rom. ii. 13. In 
the Talmud ‘ it is interpreted of that peace and hap- 
pinefs righteous men enter into, when they die. 

¥. 3. But draw near hither, &c.| The death of 
the righteous, and their happinefs. after it, being 
-obferved; the wicked, who thought themfelves fate 
from danger, and the happier that they were rid 
of the righteous, thofe witneffes and prophets which 
had tormented them, and therefore rejoiced on that 
account, are here fummoned to the divine tribu- 
nal, to hear their charaéter, and receive their doom, 
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as follows : ye fons of the forcerefs ; the children of 
Jezabel, the witch, and the prophetefs that taught 
the fervants of the Lord to commit fornication, 
and bewitched with her witchcrafts the fons of the 
apoftate church of Rome; by whofe forceries all 
nations have been deceived, and of which fhe re- 
pents not, Rev. ii. 20. and ix, 21. and xviii. 23: 
the feed of the adulterer, and of the whore; of the 
great whore of Babylon, with whom the kings of 
the earth have committed fornication ; and whofe 
fubjects and children are the feed of this whore, 
and the fons of this idolatrous church: or, ¢hat 
committeth whoredom ® ; which aggravates the cha- 
racter, that they were not only the children of 
adulterous perfons, but committed whoredom them- 
felves. 
¥. 4. Againft whom do ye {port yourfelves ? Sc.] 
Is it again{ft the minifters of the gofpel, the pro- 
phets of the Lord, the true and faithful witneffes, 
over whofe dead bodies you triumph ? know, that 
it is not fo much againft them, as againft the Lord 
himfelf, whofe minifters, prophets, and witneffes 
they are; fee 1 Thef. iv. 8: againft whom make ye 
a wide mouth, and draw out the tongue? geftures 
ufed by way of fcorn and derifion ; fee P/- xxii. a 
13. So the papifts open their mouths, and’draw 
out their tongues, in gibes and jeers, reproaches 
and calumnies, againft the true chriftians, calling 
and defpifing them as hereticks and {chifmaticks ; 
which abufe and ill ufage of them will be refented 
another day. ‘The Targum is, ‘* before whom do 
“* ye open your mouth, and multiply to fpeak 
“« things ?” as antichrift is faid to have a mouth 
open, {peaking great things and blafphemy againft 
God, his name, his tabernacle, and them that dwell 
in heaven, Rev. xiii..5, 6: are ye not children of 
tranfgrefion ; given up to all manner of fin and 
wickednefs ; or children of the wicked one, as the 
Targum, either of fatan, or of the man of fin; or 
as the Septuagint and Arabic verfions render it, 
children of perdition ; of the fame character, com- 
plexion, and religion, as the fon of perdition is : 
a feed of falfuood? or a lie, given to lying; to be- 
lieve a lie, and to fpeak lies in hypocrify ; profef- 
fing a falfe religion; embracing falfe doctrines ; a 
fpurious breed, and not the fons of the true church 
of Chrift. 
¥. 5. Enflaming yourfelves with idols under every 
green tree, &c.] Or, enflamed with or among oaks", 
with images made of oaken wood, fuch as the pa- 
pifts worfhip, Rev. ix. 20. expreffing a burning 
zeal for their idols, and being as hot upon them, 
as impure perfons burn in luft one towards another: 
or, with mighty ones’; the kings and potentates of 
the earth, with whom the whore of Rome commits 
her fornication, even in every flourifhing kingdom 
and ftate in Europe, compared to a green tree ; 
alluding to the cuftom of the heathens, who ufed 
to fet up their .idols under green trees and groves, 
and there worfhip them, which were pleafing to 
the flefh ; and I with, fays Mu/culus on the text, 
there were no inftances of this kind in the papacy. 
Slaying the children in the vallies, under the cliffs of 
the rocks; this may refer to the cruelty of thefe 
idolatrous worfhippers ; for as they burn with zeal 
to their idols, fo with rage againft thofe that op- 
pofe their idolatrous practices, not fparing men, 
woinen, 
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wena’ and. children 5 and fuch butcheries have:|felf, built on, feven: mountains, the feat, of anti- 


been committed in many places, and efpecially in 
the vallies of Piedmont, not could the cragged’ 
¥ocks fecure them from their falling a facrifice unto 
them. Or it may intend the ruining and deftroy- 
ing the fouls of fuch, who, before they fell into 
their hands, were innocent as children, by their 
fuperftitions worfhip and idolatry, committed in 
low and dark places, under cragged rocks, and in 
caves and dens; fuch as the above-mentioned com- 
mentator fpeaks of, a very dark one, under a pro- 


chrift, and where. the principal, bed. for, idolatry,.is 
fetup. The Targum . te a, high and. lofty 
* mountain, thou haft fet.the place of the -houfe 
“* of thy dwelling ;” which.agrees.wery well.with 
the great city, the feat of the beaft. . Aven hither 
wente/t thou up to offer facrifice ; the facrifice of the 
mafs, to do which the idolaters go to their, high 
places, their, temples, and to their high altars,. 

efpecially in the great city. _ oil 


y ww tate 
¥. 8. Bebind the doors alfo and the pofts hah 
otal, af 


Minent rock, in which the ignorant and unhappy |/et up thy remembrance, | &c,] The. memori 


people, fome time ago, worfhipped and invoked a 
certain blefféd faint, he knew not who, which 
‘could fcarce be looked into without horror; and 
fuch was the cave in which they worfhipped the 
angel Michael. 
- ¥. 6. Among the Jmooth ftones of the ftream is thy 
portion, &c.] Or thy god; but the portion of Fa- 
cob is not like them, ftocks and ftones, Jer. x. 
16. and ii. 27, Whenever they could pick up 
fmooth ftones, and fuch as were fit for their pur- 
pofe, whether in the ftream of a brook, or in a 
valley, as the word alfo fignifies, they polifhed, 
and formed them into an image, and made gods 
of them’; and thefe were their portion and_inheri- 
tance, and which they left to their children. There 
‘is an elegant paronomajia * in the Hebrew tongue, 
‘between? the word for /mooth tones, and that for a 
portion, which can’t be exprefied in our language : 
or, in the fmooth or flippery places of the valley fhall 
‘be thy portion’; fee Pf xxxv. 6. and Ixxii, 18. 
They, they are thy lot; even thofe ftones. Farchi’s 
note is, to ftone thee with, the punifhment of ido- 
laters with the ‘ews ; fuggefting that thofe idols 
would be their ruin; as they will be the ruin of 
the idolatrous members of the church of Rome, 
who repent not of worfhipping their idols of ftone 
among others, Rev. ix. 20, 21: even to them baft 
thou poured a drink-offering, thou baft offered a meat- 
offering ; or a bread-offering, as well as a libation 
of wine, refpecting the facrifice of the mafs, which 
. confifts of bread and wine, which is offered up in 
honour of their idols, angels and faints; hence 
Michael-mafs and Martin-mafs, &c. Should I re- 
ceive comfort in thefe ? be pleafed with fuch idola- 
trous facrifices ? no. The Septuagint, Vulgate La- 
tin, and Arabic verfions render it, /hould I not be 
angry for thefe? Y will; I have juft reafon for. it. 
Or it may be rendered, /hall I repent of thefe™; of 
the evil I have threatened to bring, and am about 
to bring upon thefe idolaters ? I will not. 

¥. 7. Upon a lofty and high mountain haft thou fet 
thy bed, 8c.) Temples and altars, which are ufu- 
ally built on high places, where they commit {pi- 
ritual adultery; that is, idolatry, in imitation of the 
heathens, who had their temples and altars on high 
places ; and the idolatry of the church of Rome in 
this context, is all along exprefied in language 
agreeable to the heathen idolatry, and in allufion 
to it. Some think this phrafe denotes impudence 
in their idolatrous worfhip ; for not content to 
worfhip under trees, in vallies, and under clifts of 
rocks, and fuch dark places; now, as not blufh- 
ing at, or being afhamed of their actions, erect 
their altars in the moft public places. Perhaps 
forme reference may be had to the city of Rome it- 
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thine idols, as the Targum. As the, heathenss had 
their dares and penaées, their houfhold-gods,,.fo.the 
papifts have their tutelar images, which they pla 
in their,houfes, and in their bed-chambers ; their 
images of faints, their crucifixes and. fuperftitious 
pictures, which they call. memories, and day-mens 
books : for thou haft difcovered thy/elf to another ¢haz 
me, or, from me”, departing from me, and.leaying 
amy bed; rejecting Chrift as king. of faints, defert- 
ing his worfhip and ordinances; thou haji uncovered 
thyfelf, to another, proftituted thyfelf to another, 
been guilty of {piritual adultery or idolatry,) re- 
ceiving and acknowledging another for head of the 
church, according to whofe will all things, im wor- 
fhip are directed : and art gone up; to the bed fet 
up in the high place; to idolatrous temples and 
altars, there to offer facrifice: thou heft. enlarged 
thy bed; to take in many adulterers, and idolatrous 
worfhippers ; and fo, as Muj/culus obferves, many 
{mall chapels, .at firft ereéted for this and the o- 
ther faint, through the vaft concourfe of people. to 
them, and the gifts they have brought, haye,. in 
procefs of time, become large and magnificent 
temples: and made a covenant with them; with 
idols, and idol-worfhippers ; agreeing, to receive 
the mark and name of the beaft, and to worfhip 
his image, Rev. xiii. 15, 16, 17. Or, ‘thou baft cut 
for thyfelf more than they °, more trees to make 
idols of, or to make more room for the placing of 
idols in groves than the heathens :, or, thou, haft 
hewed it for thyfelf, a bed larger ° than theirs that 
is, thy bed: thou haft made larger than theirs.;, or, 
thou haft cut for thy/elf from them *; taken away 
from emperors and kings part of their dominions, 
and joined them to thy patrimony,. and appropri- 
ated them to thine own ufe: thou lovedft their bed 
where thou Jaweft it, took delight and pleafure in 
places of idolatrous worfhip, and in their idolatry, 
wherever they were: or, thou loved their bed, 
hand thou haft fen; ftretched. out to help thee, or 
give thee power, or to invite, encourage, and re- 
ceive thee into the idolatrous bed; or -rather, any 
pillar, monument ‘, or ftatue, ereéted for idolatry 
which feen, they fell down to and worfhipped.. . 
¥.9. nd thou-wenteft to the king with-ointment, 
&c.] To the kings of the earth, the fir 
the plural, with whom. the, whore .of 
committed fornication or idolatry, in allufion 
themfelves 


harlots, who, in order to render th 
more agreeable to their lovers, 
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with ointment; this may refpe 


Spirit of God, which the chuzch of Rome pretends 


to give by adminiftration of the facraments, ;which 
’tis faid confer grace ex opere id the ex- 
treme unction given as a meetnef ven, in 
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thelaft moments of life : and did? increase thy per- | 


Juimes; after’ the “manner ‘of Harlots, who, to’ in- 
Pratiate themfelves with men, ufe ‘much perfumes: 
this'may ‘fignify the many ways the whore of Rome 
takes ‘to make ‘herfelf regarded by the kings and 
nations of the earth; prétending to antiquity, in- 
fallibility, power of working miracles, works of 
fiiperétogation, primacy and fuperiority over all 
other churches ; ufing great pomp and fplendor in 
places of worfhip, and in all religious férvices : and 
didft fend thy mejfengers far off ; not only into neigh- 
bouring’ kingdoms and ftates, into all the nations 
of Earope; but even into the moft diftant parts of 
the world, into both the Jndies, in order to make 
profelytes, fpread the religion of the fee of Rome, 
and increafe its power. ‘The pope’s wuntio’s and 
“legates a latere may be here pointed’ at, as well as. 
‘the’ 7e/uits his emiffaries, fent into all parts to pro- 
*mote his intereft. Yarchi’s note is, ** to exact tri- 
“*¢ bute of the kings of the nations ;” which has 
been the bufinefs of the pope’s legates: and didft 
debaje thyfelf even unto bell, or lay ‘thyfelf low ; 
*proftitute thyfelf as’ harlots-do to every lover ; or 
didft. feign thyfelf very lowly and humble, as the 
pope does when he calls himfelf fervus fervorum , 
or tather, thou didft deprefs, or bring low, even unto 
hell; that is, multitudes of men and women, who 
are brought ‘down to hell by the falfe doctrine and 
worthip of the church of Rome ; and the followers 
‘of ‘the man of fin fay, that if he brings down 
‘thoufands into hell, none ought to fay, what doft 
thou? Cocccius thinks it may have refpect to his 
pretended power over hell, to fend as many there 
‘as don’t pleafe him ; arrogating to himfelf the keys, 
of heaven and hell ; or over purgatory, a fig-| 
ment of his brain, where he pretends the fouls of. 
‘men are for a time, and from whence, for a fum 
of money, “he délivers them. The Targum is, | 
© thou haft depreffed the ftrength of the people ; 
*< or, as fome copies, the ftrong of the people 
** unto hell.” 

¥. 10. Thou art wearied in the greatnefs of thy 
way, &c.] Or, in the multiplicity of thy ways”: 
which were fo many, as were enough to make her 
weary ; the fteps which were taken to obtain fo 
‘much power over kings and kingdoms, which was 
gradually cot with great pains and artifice, and to 
amas fuch vaft trealures, and to enlarge her inte- 
teft, and ipread her religion in the world; the 
multitude of ftratagems devifed, and vaft number 


of men employed, and embaffies made to carry 


her point every where. “Yarchi’s note is, “ to ful- 


fil thy defires, and to enlarge thy fubftance :” 
yet feidft thou not, there is no hope; as men in a’ 


good ‘caufe are ‘apt to do, upon every difficulty 
that arifes; but here, in this cafe, tho’ the caufe 


was very bad, ‘yet when fchemes did not take, or 
‘not fo'foon ‘as withed ‘for and expected, new diffi- 
culties arofe, and oppofition made; yet no coft 


nor pains were {pared to gain the point in view, 
and eftablifh a kingdom and hierarchy ; which at 


“Matt facceeded + this’ expreffes the refolution, con- 
“ftancy, and pertinacy of the bifhops of Rome in’ 


‘their ambitious views and claims of power, who 
“would not give out, nor defpair of arriving at 
‘what they aimed at; and which, thro’ great, fa- 
“tigué’ and ‘labour, they attained unto: thou haf 
Found the life of thine hand, that which was fought 
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for and Iaboured ‘aftef ; fOvereignty over all bi- 
fhops and churches ; power over kings and king- 
doms ; and an univerfal empire Over coniciences, 
as well as over churches and nations ; and alfo im- 
menfe treafure and riches to fupport the pope, car- 
dinals, ‘priefts, &?c. and perhaps giving life to the 
image of the beaft that it fhould fpeak, and caufe 


thofe that would not worfhip it to be killed, may 


be included, Rev. xiii. 15. The Targum is “thou - 
*¢‘haft multiplied (or, as other copies) thou hafk 
‘< found great riches.” ‘Farchi’s note is, ‘ the 


“¢ neceflity of thine hands, thou haft found pro- 


*¢ fperity in thy works :” therefore thou wa/? not 


grieved, at the toil and labour uled, pains taken, 


and wearinefs contracted ; the iffue was an over- 


recompence for all the trouble and difficulty that 


attended it: or, therefore thou waft not fick"; of 
the undertaking; did not defpond in mind, or 


languifh without hope of fucceeding, finding 


ground was gained; and at laft things went ac- 
cording to withes ; and then it caufed no grief to 


reflect upon the fatigue and trouble that had been 


endured ; and alfo grieved not at the idolatry in- 
troduced, nor repented of it; fee Rev, ix. 20, 21. 
fo the Targum interprets it of impenitence. 

y. 11. And of whom haft thou been afraid or 


feared, that thou haft lied, &c.] By affuming the 


name of chriftian, when it did not belong to her, 
as it does not to the church of Rome, which is 
antichriftian : this lie is told, not out of any fear 
of God, or reverence of Chrift; for fhe has no 
fear or reverence of either ; but to ferve a purpofe, 
to blind the eyes of men under the chriftian name, 
and with a pretence to ferve the caufe of chri- 
ftianity, to get all Chriffendom under her power : 
and haft not remembered me; or, for thou bajft not 
remembered me, nor laid it.to thy heart ? or, put me 
upon thy heart * ; had no regard to Chrift, nor had 
true faith in him, nor love to him; but all the 
reverfe ; degraded him in his offices, corrupted. his 
doétrines, ordinances and worfhip. The Targum 
is, ‘* and haft not remembered my worfhip, nor 
“¢ put my fear upon thy heart :” and have not I 
beld my peace even of old, and.thou feareft me not ? 
or, therefore thou feareft me. not’ , becaufe as. yet 
the vials of God’s wrath are not. poured out, or 
his judgment inflicted on antichrift, but ever fince 
he began to reign, he has enjoyed great profperity 
therefore he fears not God, nor regards man; but 
fays, I fit a queen, and am no widow, and foall fee 
no forrow, Rev. xviii. 7. : 
y.12. I will declare thy righteoufnefs, and thy 
works, &c,| For notwith{tanding all the idolatry, 
fuperttition, irreligion and cruelty, of the church 
of Rome, fhe makes large pretences to righteouf- 
nefs, by which fhe expects to be, juftified, and to 
‘merit eternal life, and even. pretends to works of 
fupererogation; but God. will in due time make 
it clearly appear, both by the miniftry of his faith- 
ful fervants, which he has done in part already ; 
and by his judgments that he will execute, that 
fhe has no righteoufnefs ; that what fhe calls fo is 
no righteouinefs, but wickednefs ; and that her 
works fhe calls good works are bad ones, fuper- 
ftitious, idolatrous and tyrannical: for they ‘fail 
not profit thee; fecure from judgment here, or ftom 
wrath to come; nor juftify before God, nor pro- 
cure falvation and eternal life ; but on the con- 
: : trary, 
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trary, fhall bring deferved ruin and deftruétion, here 
and hereafter. : ; 

y. 13. When thou crieft, let thy companies deliver 

thee, &c.] From diftrefs and impending ruin, if 
they can; meaning not the allies and auxiliaries of 
the Yews, the Egyptians and Alfyrians, they fent to 
for help, as Kimcbi, and others ; rather as farchi, 
their idols and graven images they worfhipped, 
angels and faints departed, the papilts pray unto ; 
let them now, in the time of Jome’s ruin, renew 
their addrefies to them for help and deliverance, if 
they can give it: or, thy gathered ones *; the kings 
of the earth the whore of Rome has gathered unto 
her to commit fornication with her ; and who, by 
her emiffaries, will be gathered together to the 
battel of the Lord God Almighty, and to make 
-war with the Lamb, but will be overcome; as alfo 
her many religious focieties and convents of jefuits, 
friars, priefts, &c, thefe will ftand afar off, and 
Jament her in her diftrefs ; even the kings and mer- 
chants of the earth, fhip-mafters and all company 
in fhips, but will’not be able to relieve her, Rev. 
XViii. g—19 : but the wind fhall carry them all away; 
vanity foall take them; fo far will they be from 
helping her in the time of her calamity, that the 
wind of God’s power and wrath fhall carry them 
away as chaff; a puff of his dreath, or the leaft 
breath of air *, fhall diffipate them, and bring them 
to nothing ; they’ll be no more able to ftand be- 
fore him, than the lighteft thing that can be thought 
‘of can ftand before a bluftering wind or tempeft. 
The phrafe denotes an utter and eafy deftruction of 
the whole jurifdiction and hierarchy of the church 
of Rome: but be that putteth bis truft in me, foall 
poffe/s the land, and fhall inherit my holy mountain ; 
fuch of God’s people as will be in Badylon a little 
before its fall, and will be called out of it, who 
fhall betake themfelves to the Lord as their only 
refuge, and put their truft and confidence in him, 
rejecting all idolatry and fuperltitious worfhip, fhall 
enjoy the communion of the true church of Chrift, 
and partake of all the ordinances of it: it may be, 
‘this may have alfo a particular refpect unto the 
‘Jews, who will be called about this time; who, 
upon their believing in Chrift, will return to their 
own land, and dwell in Ferufalem, God’s holy 
mountain, as it ufed to be called. Hence it fol- 
lows, 

x. 14. And foall fay, caft ye up, caft ye up, &c.] 
A caufe-way, a high-way, for the people of the 
Yews to return to their own Jand: this is either 
faid. by the Lord, as fome fupply it; or by the 
prophet, as Yarchi; or by him that putteth his 
truft in the Lord, as Kimchi, or rather by one, 
that is, the firft of the living creatures, a fett of 
gofpel-minifters, that fhall give to the angels, the 
proteftant princes and potentates, the feven laft vials 
to pour out on the antichriftian ftates, both papal 
and mahometan, and fhall ftir them up to do it; 
or the voice out of the temple, that fhall order 
them to do their work ; by which means way will 
be made for the return of the faid people, Rev. 
xv. 7. and xvi. 1: prepare the way; of the true 
doétrine and worfhip of God; the way of truth 
and holinefs, of faith and practice: sake up the 
Jtumbling-block out of the way of my people; the fu- 
perftition, idolatry and impiety of the church of 
Rome are the great ftumbling-block in the way of 
the converfion of the Fews, and the means of 
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hardening that people in their difbelief of Chritt, 
and the chriftian religion ; wherefore the fall of 
antichrift, and.a reformation every where from all 
corruption in do¢trine and worihip, in principle 
and practice, which alfo may be intended by theie 
expreffions, will prepare the way for their embra- 
cing the chriftian religion, and fo for their return 
to their own land. The Targum is, * and he hall 
** fay, teach and admonifh, prepare (or direét) the 
‘< heart of the people to the right way, remove 
** the ftumbling-block of the wicked out of the 
‘© way of my people.” 

¥.15. For thus faith the high and lofty one, &e.] 
Who is high above the earth, and the nations of 
it; higher than the kings in it; the King of Kings, 
and Lord of Lords ; and io able to fave his peo- 
ple, and deftroy his and their enemies ; who is 
higher than the heavens, and the angels there ; 
who is exalted above the praifes of his people ; 
the knowledge of whofe being and perfections is too 
wonderful for them ; whofe thoughts are higher 
than theirs ; and whofe love has an height in it 
not to be reached by them; all which may ferve 
to command a proper awe and reverence of him, 
and clofe attention to what he fays; and perhaps 
thefe characters and titles are affumed in oppofition 
to antichrift, who exalts himfelf above all that is 
called God, as well as what follows; who boafts 
of antiquity, and infolently takes to himfelf the 
title of holinefs : wherefore the Lord goes on to 
defcribe himfelf, as he that inhabiteth eternity; is 
from everlafting to everlafting, without beginning 
or end, the firft and the laft, who. only hath im- 
mortality in and of himfelf; angels and the fouls 
of men, tho’ they die not, yet have a beginning ; 
God only is from eternity to eternity; or rather 
inhabits one undivided, uninterrupted eternity, to 
which time is but a mere point or moment: whofe 
name is holy, his nature being fo ; he is originally 
and effentially holy, and the fource of holinefs to 
his creatures, angels and men; tho’ none are holy 
in comparifon of him ;. his holinefs is difplayed in 
all his works ; he is glorious in it; and therefore 
with great propriety holy and reverend is his name : 
I dwell in the high and boly place; he dwelt in the 
moft holy place in the tabernacle and temple, which 
were figures of the true fanétuary, heaven, where 
Jehovah dwells, and feems to be here meant; tho’ 
the word place is not in the text; and it may be 
rendered, J dwell with the high and holy”; and 
Aben Ezra, Kimchi, and Ben Melech interpret it of 
the holy angels; and if we apply it to the holy 
and divine perfons in the trinity, the Son and Spi- 
rit, it may not be amifs, and will ftand well con- 
nected with what follows: with him alfo that is of 
a contrite and bumble fpirit ; not only with the other 
divine perfons, and with thofe high ones, but with 
fuch who are broken under a fenfe of fin; not merely 
in a legal, but in an evangelical way; not only with 
the weight of divine wrath, but with a view of par- 
doning grace and mercy ; and fuch fouls are hum- 
ble as well as contrite ; have the worft t s of 
themfelves, and the beft of others ; they are humble 
under a fenfe of fin and unworthinefs, and fabmit 
to the righteoufnefs of Chrift for Pet acceptance 
and jutftification before God ; and afcribe the whole 
of their falvation to his free grace alone; and be- 
come chearful followers of the meek and lowly 
Jefus; with fuch the Lord dwells, not merely by 
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his omniptefénce and omnipotence, but by his Spi- 
rit and grace or in agracious way and manner, 
by fhedding abroad his love in their hearts, and 
communicating his grace to them ; and which he 
ufually does under the miniftry of the word and 
ordinances, and: which may be expected : and his 
end in fo doing is, to revive the fpirit of the bumble, 
and to revive the heart of the contrite ones ; who are 
fometimes in a very lifelefs and uncomfortable con- 
dition ; grate is weak; fin is prevalent; they are 
under a fenfe of divine. difpleafure ; under the 
hidings of God’s face, and. attended with various 
afflictions and adverfe difpenfations of providence : 
now the Lord dwells with them, to revive. and 
quicken them ; which he does by his gracious: pre- 
fence 5, by the difcoveries of his pardoning love and 
grace; by the application of precious promifes ; 
and by granting large meafures of his grace, fo 
that they become comfortable in: their fouls, and 
are quickened to the frefh exercife of grace, and 
difcharge of duty. Alf this feems to be fpoken 
for the confolation of the Lord’s people in: their 
low eftate, during the reign of antichrift, and 
towards the clofe of it, when greatly opprefied by 
him. Vitringa interprets this of the Walden/és and 
Bohemian brethren; but it feems to refpect later 
times. 

¥.16. For I will not contend for ever, &c.] By 
afflictive providences ; with the humble and con- 
trite, the end being in a great meafure anfwered 
by their humiliation and contrition; when God 
afflicts his people, it fhews that he has a contro- 
verfy with them, for their good, and his own 
glory; and when thefe ends are obtained, he’ll 
carry it on’ no longer: neither will I be always 
wroth ; as he feems to be in the apprehenfions of 
his people, when he either hides his face from 
- them, or chaftifes them with a rod of affliction : 
for the fpirit foould fail before me; the fpirit of the 
afflicted, which not being able to bear up any 
longer under the affliction, would fink and faint ; 
or be overwhelmed, as the word “ fignifies : and the 
fouls which I have made; which are of God’s. im- 
mediate creation, and which are alfo renewed by 
his grace, and made new creatures. The prole- 
iytes Abrabam made are called the: fouls he made 
in Haran, Gen. xii. 5, much more may this be faid 
of the Father of fpirits, the author both ef the 
old and new. creation. The Lord knowing the 
weaknefs of the human frame, therefore reftrains 
his hand, or moderates or removes: the affliction ; 
lee a like reafon in P/, Ixxviii. 38: and ciil. 9, 13, 
i4. the laft days of trouble to God’s people, which 
will be the time of the flaying. of the witnefies, 
will be. fuch that if they are» not, fhortened, no 
fiefh can be faved, but for the elect’s fake they will 
be fhortened, Mit, xxiv. 22.559... ory 

y¥.17. For the iniquity of bis covetoufnefs wast 
wrath, and {mote him, &c.] Notthegreedy watch- 
men of the church of Rome, ch. lvi. 10, ra.-but. 
teachers and preachers in the reformed churches, 
who mind their own things, and not the things of 
Chrift; feek after good benefices and livings, tem- 
poralities and pluralities, and to be lord-bifhops:; 
taking the overfight of the flock, for filthy lucre- 
fake; which.may eafily be obferved to be the pre- 
dominant fin of the preachers and profeffors of the 
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threatened them, as he did the church at Sardis, 
the emblem of the reformed churches, that he will 
come upon them as a thief, Rev. iii. 4: Lid me, 
and was wroth; fhewed his difpleafure by departing 
from them; and how much God has withdrawn 
his prefence, and caufed his Spirit to depart from 
the churches of the reformation, is too notorious : 
and he went on frowardly in the way of his heart; 
took no notice of the reproofs: and corrections of 
God ; was unconcerned at his abfence not» at all 
affected with his. departure, and the withdrawings 
of his Spirit; thefe had no effeét to caufe a refor- 
mation, as is now too vifibly the cafe; the fame 
evil is purfued with equal eagernefs ; this is a way 
the heart of man is fet upon, and they don’t care 
to be turned out of it; and are like’ froward, 
peevifh children under the rod, receive no correc- 
tion by it. 

¥.18. Ihave feen bis ways, and will heal bim, 
&c.] Either the ways of fuch who truft in the 
Lord, the ways of the humble and contrite, who 
are brought by repentance and reformation, by the 
dealings of God with them ; thefe he fees, knows,. 
and: approves of, and heals their former backflid- 
ings ; for tho’ not all, yet fome may be reformed 
hereby ; or.rather the ways ‘of the. troward, their 
evil ways, which are their own ways, in oppofition 
to God’s ways, | peculiar to themfelves, of. their 
own devifing and chufing; thefe the Lord fees, 
refents and corrects for, and yet gracioufly pardons 
them, which is meant by healing: J will: lead bins) 
alfo ; out of thofe evil ways of his into the good: 
and right way in which he fhould go ; into the way 
of truth.and paths of righteoufnefs.; for it is for 
want of evangelical light and knowledge, that fo 
many err from the truths of the gofpel, and:from: 
the fimplicity of gofpel-worfhip ; but in the latter) 
day the fpirit of truth fhall be poured down from 
on high, and fhall lead profeffors of real religion 
into all truth, and they fhall fpeak a pure language,» 
and worfhip the Lord with one confent: and reftore 
comforts to him, and to bis mourners; that mourn 
over their.own fins, and the fins of others; that 
mourn in Zion, and for Zion ; for the corruptions 
in doctrine and worfhip crept into the reformed 
churches; for the want. of :church-difcipline and 
gofpel-converfation ; for the deelenfions of pro- 
feflors of réligion,. and the divifions among them; 
and for that worldly, earthly, and carnal fpirit that 
prevails ; for thefe, as bad as our times are, there 
are fome that mourn publickly and privately ; and 
to. thefe, and tothe church for ‘their fakes, com-» 
fort fhall be reftored, by fending forth gofpel-light, 
truth and: knowledge, which fhall cover the earth: 
as the waters the fea; by reviving primitive. doc-» 
‘trines and ordinances ; by bleffing the word to the. 
converfion of a multitude of -finners, and to» the. 
edification “of faints: by caufing brotherly. love; 
peace and fpirituality to abound among profeffors; 
and by bleffing all the means of grace to the:con-: 
folation: of their fouls ; and by making particular 
applications of the blood, righteoufneis and facri-: 
fice of Chrift, for pardon, juftification and atone~: 
ment, the folid foundation of all true comfort. » « 

y. 19. I create the fruit of the lips, 8c.) Which: 
lis praife and thank{giving, Hed. xiii. 16. thatciss 
give occafion of it, afford matter for it, by re 


reformed churches ; for which God: has a contro-;|ftoring comforts to the church and its mourners, 
verfy with them, and refenting it, has fimote and) ,/as in the preceding verfe ;_ and by giving peace, as 


rchuked them in a providential way ; and has|in all the following words. _The Targum renders \ 
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it; “othe fpeech of the lips in the mouth of all 
‘© men ;” as if it refpected that, blefling of nature, 
fpeech, common to all mankind whereas. this is 
a bleffing of grace, peculiar to ome that fhare in 
the ‘above bleflings; and it may be.reftrained to 
gofpel-minifters, the fruit of whofe lips.is the got- 
pel of peace; or the word. preaching peace by 
Chrift; the word of reconciliation committed to 
them; the fubject of their miniftry as- follows : 
peace, peace to him that is far off, and to bin, that 
is near, faith the Lord; peace with God, made by 
- Chrift, is the fruit of Jehovah the Father’s lips, 
who promifed it in covenant, on condition of 
Chrift’s thedding his blood to make it; whence 
the covenant is called the covenant of peace; and 
fpoke’of it in prophecy,; as what fhould be ob- 
tained. by Chrift the peace-maker ; and peace of 
confcience flowing from it is the fruit of Chriit’s 
lips, who promifedsto give it to, and leave it with, 
his difciples ; and. that they fhould have it in him, 
when they had tribulation in the world; and who 
alfo by his apoftles went and preached peace to them 
tbat were afar off, and to them that were nigh ; 
having firft made it by the blood of his crots, ApA- 
ji.17. in which place there feems a manifeit re- 
ference to this paflage, when the gofpel was preached 
to the Fews that were near; to them in 7udea firlt, 
from whence it firft came; and then to the Gen- 
tiles that were afar off, as well as the difperfed 
ews in diftant countries; and in the latter day, 
to.which this prophecy refers, it will be preached 
far and near, even all the world over ; when: the 
earth will be filled with the knowledge of the 
gofpel of peace, thro’ the miniftry of a dett of men 
raifed up by the Lord, created for that purpote, 
and eminently furnifhed for fuch fervice; the effect 
of which will be great fpiritual peace in the hearts 
of God’s people,and, much concord, unity and 
love among them, as well as there will be an abun- 
dance-of ‘external peace and profperity ; and when 
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ROM ‘the wickedoand antichriftian ’ party the 

*« prophet is bid to turn to the profeffiors of the 
true religion, and» openly, boldly and fharply re- 
prove them for their fins, particularly-their. hypo- 
crify and: formality:.in worfhip, y. 1/2. who. yet 
were angry; and complained that the Lord took 
no’ notice of their religious fervices, particularly 
their fafting, which is putifor the whole; the re2- 
fon of which was, becaute they did not faft aright ; 
it was attended with much cruelty, ftrife and wick- 
ednefs,: and only lay in external appearances, y. 3, 
45°5. whenthey are: directed how to keep a fatt, 
and are fhewn what a true faft is, and what works 
and fervices::are acceptable to: God, ¥. 6, 7..0n 
doing of which, ‘light, health, profperity and hear- 
ing of their prayers are»promifed, provided the 
yoke of opprefiion is taken away, and \compaffion 
fhewn to the poor; y)8, 9,10. yea avery fruitful 
_and:flourifhing eftate:of the foul is promifed; and 


a rebuilding: of wafte places, delight in the’ Lord, . 


and ‘great honour.and dignity ; fo be vit;. that the 
fabbath of the Lords. or public worfhip is attended: 
ton a-proper manner, ¥.21, 12, 13, 94. 


- brampet, &c.}. “Theie words) are: directed. to, the 


by whom. are meant the profefling 
beh SELntastD 20015 Hi _ | the prefent reformed, churches, as.d. 
- Wen. Cry aloud; fpare: not, lift-up thy voice like a. 
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nations fhall learn war no more. ‘This. Kimchi: 
Ben Melech take to be yet future, and what will 
after the war of Gog and Magog: and T will ‘bea 
them of all their foul-ficknefies and maladies )"OF _ 
all their divifions and declenfions ; of their cara: 
lity and earthly-mindednefs, before complained of; 
and even of all their fins and backflidings } and 
reitore them to perfect health in their fouls, and’in 
their church-ftate. a ee 
X.20. But the wicked are like the troubled” 
when it cannot -reft, &c.] Difturbed by" 
itorms and hurricanes, when its: waves rife, 
and tumble about, and beat againft the fhore’é 
fand, threatening. to~ pafs the tinct fixed for? 
In fuch like agitations will the ‘minds of bese 
men_ be, thro’ the terrors of confcience for thé 
fins ; or thro” the malice and envy in them at’ 
happinefs and profperity of the righteous, now en- 
joyed, upon the downfall of antichrift; and thro’ 
the judgments of God upon them, gnawing their 
tongues for pain, and blafpheming the God of 
heayen, becaufe of their plagues and pains, Rev. 
XVi.9, 10,11: whofe waters caft up mire and dirt , 
from the bottom of the fea upon the fhore; fo the 
hearts of wicked men, having nothing but ‘the 
mire and dirt of fin in them, caft out nothin 
elfe but the froth and foam of their own fhame, 
blafphemy againit God, and mali¢e againft his 
people, | eka 
¥.21. There is no peace, faith my God, ta the 
wicked.| They have no fhare in the peace made 
by the blood of Chrift; they have no true, folid, 
inward peace of confcience ; nor will they have 
/any part in the happinefs and profperity of the 
church and people of God in the latter day, which 
will but add to their uneafinefs,; and will have no 
lot and portion in the eternal peace, which faints 
enjoy in the world to come; and of this there i 
the ftrongeft affurance, fince God, the covenant- 
God of his people, has faid it. 3 ee 
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prophet; and fo the Targum exprefies it, **O pro- 
}*€ phet, cry with thy throat ;” and fo it is in the 
original, cry with the throat *, which is an inftru- 
ment of fpeech ; and it denotes a loud,4trong, ve- 
hement cry, when a man exerts his voice, and as it 
were rends his throat, that he may be heard ; as 
,well as it fhews the intenfenefs of his fpirir, and 
‘the vehemence of his. affections, and the importance 
of what he delivers; and this the prophet is en- 
/couraged to do, and /pare not, the voice, throat, 
er his lungs, nor the people neither, he was fenc 
Junto;or, ceafe not, as the Targum, refrain | 
from fpeaking, ceafe. note rying; fo Ben Melich: 
lift up thy voice like a trumpets like the voice, 
found of a trumpet, which is heard ‘afar, 4 
-an-alarms ‘and_.to which the “gofpel- 
fometimes compared, Jf, xxvii. 13. te ; 
the. manner in which the minifters o 
fhould. deliver it, publickly, boldly, with 
and affection ; and allo the deafnefs and 
\of the people which require it : and lhew my pe 
their tranfgreffion, and the houfe of Facol the 
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the antichriftian ones, fpoken of in the 
chapters, who yet are ‘guilty of mat 
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tranfgreffions, which muft. be fhewed them, and 
they muft be fharply reproved for ; and particu- 
larly their coldnefs and deadnefs, formality and hy- 
pocrify in religious worfhip ; their works not being 
perfec? before Godg,or fincere and upright, as is 
faid of the Serdian church, which defigns the fame 
perfons, Rev. iii. 1, 2.. In the Talmud ° the words 
are thus paraphrafed, fhew my people their tranf- 
grefion, thefe are the, difciples of the wife men, 
whofe fins of error or.ignorance become to them 
prefumptuous. ones ;, and the houle of Facob their 
fins; thefe are the people of the earth, or the com- 
mon people, whofe prefumptuous fins become to 
them as fins of ignorance. : ; 
¥.2. Let they feek me daily, &c.|) Which. may 
be confidered as an acknowledgment of their ex- 
ternal piety ; or as a caution to the propliet not to 
be impofed upon by outward appearances; or as a 
reafon why they fhould be rebuked, fharply : they 
fought the Lord, either by prayer, or in the mi- 
niftry of the word; they fought doétrine, as the 
Targum, they fought him, and‘that every day, or 
however, every Lord’s-day ; and yet they did not 
feek him with that diligence and intenfenefs of fpi- 
rit, with their Whole hearts, cordially and fincerely, 
as they ought to»have done; they fought them- 
felves, and the honour.of men, rather than the 
Lord and his glory: aud delight. to know my ways ; 
not only his ways of creation and providence, but 
of grace; and alfo the. ways which he prefcribes 
and directs his people to walk in; not that. they 
had a real delight in them, or in the knowledge 
of them, or fuch a’delight,as truly gracious fouls 
have, when they have the prefence of God in them ; 
are affifted by his Spirit have their hearts. en- 
larged with his love ; find food for their fouls, and 
have fellowfhip with the faints; but this delight 
was only feeming, and at moft only in the know- 
ledge and theory of thefe ways, but not in. the 
practice of them; fee.Lzek, xxxili.. 31, 32: a5 a 
nation that did righteoufne/s.; in general appeared to 
be outwardly righteous; had’a form of godlinefs, 
and name to live, and yet dead, and fo deftitute 
of any works of true righteoufnefs, at: beft only 
going about to eftablith a righteoufnefs of their 
own: aad forfook not the ordinance of their God ; 
the ordinance of affembling together. in general ; 
any of the ordinances of God in particular; hear- 
ing, reading, finging, praying, efpecially the or- 
dinance of the fupper, conftantly attended to by 
them ; fee Luke xiit. 26: they afk of me: the ordi- 
nances of juftice; not of juftice between man and 
man, but of righteoufnefs and religion with refpect 
to God; they afk what are the ordinances: of, the 
gofpel, and the rules of worfhip and. difcipline, 
and whether there are any they are ignorant of ; 
fuggelting they were defirous of being inftruéted 


in them, and of complying with thein : they) take 


delight in approaching to.God; there’s no. right ap- 
proaching to God but thro’ Chrift, and gracious 
fouls take a real delight in this way ; but the ap- 
proaching here is only in/an external manner, by 


the performance of outward duties; and the de-. 


light is not in God,: and, in communion with him , 
but in the fervice, performed as a work of their 
own, in which they tratt 
pect, as the reward or Th ery 
_¥. 3. Wherefore have we fafted, fay’ they, and 
“thou feeff not ? &c.] Our fafting; takeft'no notice 
of it; exprefleft no approbation of it, and plea- 
fure in it: this is put for all religious fervices, 


i GP. Se ce 


>and in what they, ex. ace 
Ai Bh | by abftaining from bodily food, and {o fora fhort 


3 ne 


being what was frequently performed under the 
Old Teftament, ‘not only at certain times appointed 
by the Lord, but on other occafions; and of their 
own fixing’; in which’ they put’ their confidence, 
and often boafted of, Luke xvili. 12 2 wherefore have 
we affiitted our foul, by fakting, and thou takeft 
no knowledge? of that, nor of ‘us, and doft not 
fave us from our enemies, and deliver us from our 
troubles, and beftow favours on us: they had, an 
high opinion of their own performances, and thought 
that God mutt have likewife ; and were ditpleated 
that he fhewed no more regard unto them : debold, 
in the day of your faft you find pleafure, this, and 
what follows in the two next verfes, are an anfwer 
to their queftions, and give reafons why the Lord 
took no more notice of their fafting, or of their 
fervices ; becaufe they were not done aright, they 
found their own pleafure in them; not that they 
indulged to bodily recreations and carnal delights, 
but they gratified the inward defires of the, fefh, 
malice, envy, and the like; and they pleafed them- 
felves with their own duties, and fancied they pro- 


‘cured the favour “of God. by them: and -exaét, all 


your labours; of their fervants, or, their, money , of 
their debtors ; they grieved and afflicted their debt- 
ors, by demanding their debts of them, as Farchi 
interprets it; and that in a very rigorous manner, 
requiring whole and immediate payment; or as it 
is ufual with eftablifhments, they require an exact 
conformity to their manner of fervice, worfhip and 
difcipline. x 
¥. 4. Behold, ye faft for firife and debate, &c:} 
Brawling with their fervants for not doing work 
enough ; or quarrelling with their debtors for not 
paying their debts; or the main of their religion 
lay in contentions and ftrifes about words, vain, 
hot difputations about rites and ceremonies in wor- 
fhip, «as is well known ta have been the cafe of the: 
‘reformed. churches: «nd to fmite wiih the fit of 
wickedne/s ; their feryants, or_their debtors 3 or 
rather it may defign the perfecution of fuch whofe 
confciences would not fuffer them to receive the doce 
trines profefied ;. or fubmit to ordinances as_admi- 
‘niftered ; or comply with rites and ceremonies en- 
joined by the faid churches; for which they have 
{mitten their brethren. that diifented. from them 
with the fift, or have perfecuted them in a violent 
manner by imprifonment, confifcation of goods, 
‘€f¢. all whichis no other than a fift of wickednefs, 
and highly difpleafing to God, and renders all their 
fervices. unacceptable in his fight; fee Matt. xxiv. 


49: ye foall not faft as ye do this day; or, as this 


day., after this manner.; this is not right : /o make 
your.voice to be-beard, on high; referring cither to 
their noify threatening of their fervants, for, not 
doing théir work ; or, their, clamorous demands 
‘upon their, debtors; or to-their loud prayers, joined 
with their fafting, which:they expected to be heard 
in the higheftyheaven, but would be miftaken 5, for 
fuch fervices, attended with, the above evils, are 
‘not well pleafing to God... 43 3 

oy. 5. Leit Juch.ofaft, that I have chofen ? 8c.) 
‘That is, can this be thought to be.a falt approved 
‘of by me, and acceptable,to me, before defcribed; 
and is,as follows :.a; day for a man to affidt bis 
foul? only to appoint a.certain day, and keep that, 


time afflict himfelf ; or only after this manner ito 
afflict himfelf, and not humble himfelf for his fins, 
and abftain from them, and do the duties of ju- 
tice and charity.incumbent on him: .is’.it tao dow 

doun 


‘ , _ © T. Bab. Metzia, fol. 33. 2. 
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diovon his bead as a bulrulb, when it is moved with the 
wind, or bruifed, or withered ; as if he was greatly 
deprefled and humbled, and very penitent and for- 
rowful. The Sjriac verfion renders it, as a book 
like a fifh-hook, which is very much bent; fo 
Farchi interprets the word: and to |pread fackcloth 


and afbes under him? which were ceremonies ufed 
in times of mourning and fafting ; fometimes fack- 
cloth was put on their loins, and afhes on their 
heads; and fometimes thefe were ftrowed under 


them, and they laid down upon their fackcloth, 


which being coarfe, was uneafy to’ them, and rolled 


themfelves in afhes, as expreffive of their meannefs 
and vilenefs : wilt thou call this a faft, and an ac- 


ceptable day to the Lerd?. does this deferve the 
name of a faft? or can it be imagined that fuch a 
day, fo fpent, can be agreeable to God? that fuch 


perfons and fervices will be accepted of by him ? 
or that hereby fin is atoned for, and God is well 
pleafed, ‘and, will fhew his favour and good-will, 
and have refpeét to fuch worfhippers of him ? no, 
furely, 


y. 6. Is not this the faft that I have chofen? &c.] 
Which God has appointed, he approves of, and is 
well pleafing in his fight; thefe are works and fervices 
more agreeable to him, which follow, without which 
the reft will be rejeéted : to loofe the bands of wick- 
ednefs ; which fome underftand of combinations in 
courts of judicature to opprefs and diftrefs the 


poor ; others of bonds and contracts unjuftly made, 


or rigoroufly demanded and infifted on, when they 
can’t be anfwered ; rather of thofe things with 


which the confciences of men are bound in reli- 
gious matters ; impofitions upon confcience ; bind- 
ing to the ufe of ftinted’ forms, and to habits in 


divine worfhip, which the word of God has not 


made neceffary: to undo the heavy burdens. The 
Septuagint render it, diffolve the obligations of vio- 
lent contraés ; fach as are obtained by violence ; 


fo the Arabic verfion ; or by fraud, as‘ the Syriac 


verfion, which tranflates it, bonds of fraud. The 
Targum is, ** loofe the bonds of writings of a de- 
<¢ praved judgment ;” all referring it to unjuft 
bonds and contracts in a civil fenfe : but rather it 
regards the loofing or‘freeing men from all obli- 
gation ‘to all human’ prefcriptions and ‘precepts ; 
whatever is after the tradition of men, after the 
rudiments of the world,’and not after Chrift’; fo 
the traditions of the Scribes and Pharifees are call- 
ed, heavy burdens, grievous to be borne, Matt. xxiii. 4. 
thefe fhould not be laid and bound on mens fhoul- 
ders, but fhould be undone and taken off of them, 
as well as all penal laws, ‘with which they have 
been enforced :" and to let the oppreffed go free ; fach 
as have béen broken by oppreffion, not only in 
their fpirits, but in their purfes, by muléts and 
fines, and confifcation of goods; and who have 
been caft into prifons, and detained a long time in 
filthy dungeons ; and where many have perifhed 
for the fake’of religion, even in proteftant coun-- 
tries: and that ye break every yoke, of church- 
power and tyranny ; every thing that isnot -en- 
joined and authorized by the word of God; every 
yoke, but the yoke of Chrift; all human precepts, 
and obedience to them; all but the commands of 
Chrift, and obedience to them; no other yoke 
ould be put.upon the neck of ‘his difciples, but 
1s OWN. gale SOI aes 
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Fond bon nonne ut frangas ? Pagn 
So R, Sol. Urbin. Ohel Moed, fol. 85. 2. 


inus ; nome frangete?. Montanuse © 
expulfos tanquam rebelles, Pifcator ; qui perfecutionem patiuntur, Vitringa. 
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y. 7. Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry ? . 
&cc.] Or to break ‘ it, divide it, and communicate’ 


it to them; that which is dread, food fit to eat, | 


wholefome and nourifhing; which is thine, and not’ 
another’s ; which thou haft faved by fafting, and. 
therefore fhould not be laid up, but given away 5 
and that not to the rich, who need it not, but) 
to the hungry and neceffitous : and this may be: 
underftood of fpiritual bread, of imparting the go-. 
{pel to fuch who are hungring and chin fini afer 
righteoufnefs, which to do is an acceptable fervice. 
to God; and not to bind and oppre{s mens’ con-. 
fciences, with burdenfome rites and ceremonies of 
mens own devifing. Thefe are hufks, and not 
bread. And that thou bring the poor, that are caft 
out, to thy boufe; poor minifters, caft out of the 
church, caft out of their livings, caft out of. cheir 
houfes, caft out of the land; and other chriftian 
exiles for confcience fake; poor travellers and wan-' 
derers, as the Targum, obliged to flee from perfe- 
cution into foreign countries, and wander about’ 
from place to place, having no certain dwelling- 
place; thefe take into your houfe, and give them 
lodging: fo fome have entertained angels unawares, 
as Abraham and Lot, as‘indeed the faithful mini- 
fters of Chrift are: or, ¢he poor rebels ®; for the 
word has this fignification ; fuch who have been 
accufed and attainted as rebels; who have been 
charged with being rebels to church and ftate, 
tho’ the quiet in the land, and fo have been forced! 
to flee and hide themfelves ; don’t be afraid to re- 
ceive them into your houfes, tho’ under fuch an 
imputation: when thou feet the naked, that thou 
cover him; the naked chriftian efpecially ; not en- 
tirely fo, but one that is thinly cloathed, whofe 
cloaths are ‘{carce any thing but rags, not fuffici- 
ent to keep him warm, or preferve him from*the 
inclemencies of the weather; put a better garment, 
upon him, to cover him with: and that thou bide 
not thyfelf from thine own fiefo ; meaning not only 
thofe near a-kin*, tho’ more efpecially them; but 
fuch as are in the fame neighbourhood, of the 
fame country ; and indeed all men are of one 
‘blood, and fo: are the fame flefh; and from per- 
fons in diftrefs, and efpecially fuch as are of the 
houfhold of faith, of the fame religion, that fup- 
port the fame proteftant caufe, though differing in 
fome lefler matters, a man fhould not hide*him- 
felf; or turn his eye from, or refufe’ to relieve 
them, or treat them with difdain and’ contempt ; 
fee Gal.-vi. 10. bl are 

¥. 8. Then foall thy light break forth as the morn- 
ing, &c.]° ‘Thro’ thick’ clouds, or the darknefs of 
the night, ~‘faddenly;{wiftly, irrefiftibly, and in- 
creafé more’ and more, till it is perfeét day. This 
is to be underftood beft: of temporal and fpiritual 
profperity, ‘efpecially the latter, which“will attend 
‘the churches of the Reformation, when’a fpirit of 
perfecution is laid afide, and a fpirit atlGves om-| 
mences, which will be in the Philadelpbiak church- 
‘ftate ; and it particularly refpects the glorious ligh 
of the gofpel, which will break forth very clearly, 
and fhine out in all the world ; and the lig’ 
joy, peace, ‘and comfort, which will atten 
the hearts of the Lord’s people; fee J/ 
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Ch. Iviit. ¥. 9—1 2. 
found ftate of the church in the latter day, when 
all divifions fhall be healed ; contentions and ani- 
mofities ceafe ; found doétrine preached ;.the or- 
dinances adminiftred, according to their original 
inftitution ; true difcipline reftored; and all the 
parts of worfhip performed, according to the rule 
of the divine word ; and fo the fouls of:men, un- 
der all thefe means, be in-thriving and flourifhing 
circumftances: and thy righteoufne/s fhall go before 
thee ; not the external righteoufnefs of the faints, 
or works of righteoufnefs done by them ; thefe 
don’t go before them, at leaft to prepare the way 
for them into a future ftate of happinefs,- but. fol- 
low after, Rev. xiv. 13. rather the righteoufnefs of 
Chrift imputed to them, and fo theirs; or Chrift 
their righteoufnefs, the fun of righteoufnefs, that 
arifes upon them with healing in his wings, and 
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verfion ; or which profits not, as the Vulgate La~ 
tin verfion’; profane and vain bablings, 2 Tim. ii. 
14,14. and threatening words, to fuch who will 
not receive them. 

¥. 10. And if thou draw out thy foul to the bun- 
gry, &c.J] Not only deal out thy bread, but thy 
foul alfo to him; that is, give him food chear- 
fully, with a good will, expreffing an hearty love 
and affection for him; do it heartily, as to the 
Lord; let thy foul go along with it; and this is 
true of affectionate minifters of the gofpel, who 
not only impart that, but their own fouls alfo, 
1 Theff. ii. 8: and fatisfy the affifted foul ; diftrefled 
for want of food; not only give it food, but to 
the full; not only juft enough to fupport life, but 
to fatisfaction; or fo as to be filled with good 
things, or however a fufficiency of them : then 


from whom they have the health. before-mention- | hall thy light rife in obfcurity, and thy darkné/sbe as 


ed; he goes betore his people by way of example, 
as a guide to direct them, and as the forerunner 
of them, and whofe righteoufnefs. will introduce 
them into the heavenly glory. Tho’ perhaps the 
meaning here is, that their righteoufnefs, in the 
latter day- glory, fhall be very manifeft, both their 
righteoufnels before God, and before men; which 
will, as it were, vifibly walk before them, make 
way for them, and protect them; fee ch. Ix. 21: 
and the glory of the Lord foall be thy rereward ; the 
glorious power and providence of God, preferving 
his people; or the glorious Lord himfelf, our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, the brightnefs of his Father’s glory, 
he, as the word may be rendered, /hall gather thee’, 
he gathers his people to himfelf; he protects and 
defends them ; he takes care of the weak and fee- 
ble, and that are ftraggling behind; and he brings 
them up, being the rereward, and iaves them. 
_ ‘The phrafe denotes a glorious ftate of the church 
in the latter day, when the glory of the Lord will 
be rifen on his church, and abide upon it, and 
upon all that glory there fhall be a defence; fee 
ch. Ix. 1. and iv. 5. : 

¥. 9. Then foalt thou call, and the Lord foall an- 
fwer, &c.] A fpirit of grace and fupplication will 
be poured out upon the people of God; they'll 
then pray without a form, and call upon the Lord 
in fincerity and truth, with faith and fervency ; 
and the Lord will hear and anfwer them, and plen- 
tifully beftow his favours on them, fo that they 
will have no reafon to complain, as in ¥. 3: thou 
foalt cry, and he foall fay, bere 1 am; he will im- 
mediately appear to the help and relief of his peo- 
ple; they fhall have his prefence with them, to 
comfort and refrefh them, to fupport and fupply 
them, to protect and defend them: if thou take 
away from the midft of thee the yoke, of human in- 
ventions, doétrines, rites and ceremonies, as in y. 
6: the putting forth of the finger , pointing at thofe 
that could not comply with them, by way of fcorn 
and derifion, as puritans, fchifmaticks, &c. and 

erfecuting them for it; and fo is the fame with 
4miting with the fift of wickednefs, y. 4. when 
this deriding and perfecuting {pirit is done away, 
then, and not till then, will the prayers of a peo- 
ple be heard, tho’ under a profeflion of religion, 
and under the proteftant name: and {peaking va- 
nity ; which alfo muft be taken away, or defifted 


“from ; even {peaking falfe doctrines, as the Syriac | the old wafte places, &c.] As the cities in Jrael 


Munfter, Pagninus, Montanus, Tigurine verfion. . 


the noon-day; in the midft of darknefs of afflic- 
tion, or defertion, the light of profperity’and joy 
fhall fpring up, and a dark night of ‘forrow and 
diftrefs become a clear day of peace and “€omfort ; 
fee Pf. cxii. 4. Jf, xlii. 16. at evening-timé it fhall 
be light, Zech. xiv. 7. 

¥. 11. And the Lord fhall guide thee continually, 
&c.] With his counfel, by his word, and by his 
Spirit, and that night and day; as he guided the 
I/raelites through the wildernefs with the pillar of 
cloud by day, and the pillar of fire by night: or, 
caufe thee to ret"; from adverfity, from. perfecu- 
tion; to have fpiritual reft in Chrift now, and 
eternal reft hereafter: ‘and fatisfy thy foul in drought, 
or, ta 'drinefes*; in an exceeding dry time; when 
in a dry and thirfty land; when thirfting after 
Chrift and his grace, Chrift and his righteoufhels ; 
after more knowledge of him, communion with 
him, and conformity‘ unto him ; after the word 
and ordinances ; after the prefence of God in them } 
and after more fpiritual light, knowledge, and ex: 
perience: and make fat thy bones ; with the good 
report of the gofpel, Prov. xv. 30. that is, quicken, 
comfort, refreth, and ftrengthen the foul, and make 
it fat and flourifhing in fpiritual things, by means 
of gofpel-ordinances. The Targum is, ** and thall 
** quicken thy body with life everlafting ;” or give 
reft to thy bones, as others": and thou shalt be 
like a watered garden, like a garden, the church 
of Chrift is feparated from others, by electing, 
redeeming, and efficacious grace’; and like a wa» 
tered one, watered by the Lord himfelf, ahd the 
dews of his grace, and by the miniftry of the 
word; whereby the plants’ that are planted in it, 
thrive and. flourifh, lift up their heads, fhoot up 
and grow, and bring forth fruit: and like a /pring 
of water, whofe waters fail not-; ‘as there is in every 
believer a well of living water’ fpringing up unto 
everlafting life, not of themfelves, but from Chrift, 
and which is very abundant, and never fails; fo 
there is in the church a fpring of the living waters 
of gofpel-doctrines, and of gofpel-ordinances; here 
runs the river of divine love, which makes glad 
the city of God; here Chrift is the fountain of 
gardens ; and here the Spirit and his graces are 
communicated ; all which remain, “and never fail ; 
fee Pf. lxxxvii..7. Jf. lix. 21. : 

¥. 12. And they that fhall be of thee, /ball build 


and 
k IM) requiem tibi dabit, 


._.' SDN? colliget te, V. L. ' 
‘Valg"tae ihieedt Chote FYTYMY A in ficcitatibus, Pagninus, Montanus, Vatablus, Vitringa; in‘fumma ariditate, Junius & 
“‘Tremellius, Pifcator. Abendana obferves, that fome interpret the word in the fenfe of purity, and underftand it of the delight of 

. the foul, in the world of fouls, where the Lord leads them continually, and fatisfies them with pure light, which is the brightnefs 


of the Shekinah or divine majefty. » R. Sol, Urbin. 
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and Yudea, which had beemlong laid watte by the pwordy and, meditation on. it 59 in thon 
ag) 


 Afyrians and Chaldeans,...W were rebuilt by thofe, of | attendance on all. ordinances;, and reckon. it 
the Fewiph nation, who returned, from the, captivity | parated,for holy. ule and employment, .and on. 
of Babylon, to which there is at leatt an.allufon; | account honourable ; and fo have it in high ; 
and as the church of God, the tabernacle of Da- and defire the return. of i it, and not think. 
vid, which was fallen down, and had lain Jong in | vice: of it long and. tedious,, when enjoyed, 
ruins, thro’ corruptions in doctrine and ‘worthip, | with ig;was over: or, for che hk oue.af G 
to the times of Chrift, when the apoftles, who honourable, that is, for, the fake .of Chritt,.. 
were of the Jews, chaie, wile mafter-builders, were | holy, one of. .God,,. in both. his natures, ¢ 
inftruments of raifing it up, again, .and repairing | nourable in his p rfon and. office; acc 
its ruins ; fo in the latter day, the wajte places of \fabbath. a,delight, in, remembrance of the 
the world", as the words may be rendered, Shall | work -of oe and falvation “wrought ‘ee 
be built by a fett of men, that: fhall. be of the |him :, avd shall honour him, not doing thine own 
church of God, who fhall be inftruments.in his | ways, nor jinding thine own pleafure, nor. [peaking 
hand of converting many fouls, and fo.of peopling | thine own words; honour the Lord on that day, 
it with chriftians; fuch places as before were de- by not attending to any fecular bufinefs, or walk-; 
folate, where before there was no, preaching of the | ing-abroad. in the fields, co, the neglect.of private 
word, no. adminiftration, of ordinances, nor any | duties or public worfhip ;. by not fecking . the ara 
gofpel- -churches : thou alt raife up the foundations | tification of the flefhly and {enfual part, or ind ulg- 
of many generations, either fach foundations as have | ing to, thofe things which, are agreeable what 
been razed. up, and lay fo for ages, patt 5 ‘or raife 
up fuch as fhall continue. for generations to come. 
It may allude to the raifing the foundations of, the: 
city and temple of Ferufalem : but rather refers to 
the founding of churches in gofpel-times; which | 
as it was done in the firft times of it by the apoftles 
in the Gentile world, fo thall.be again in the latter 
day, which will continue for many ages :, end thou 
fealt be called the repairer of the breach, and the re- 
frorer of paths to dwell ia , that is, the church and 
her builders, that fhall be of her, fhall be fo .call- 
ed ; ; the Yews and Gentiles will be converted in 
great numbers, and coalefce in the fame gofpel- 
church-{tate, and fo the breach between them will 
be repaired. Chriftians of various. denominations, 
who now break off and feparate one from another, 
i ‘be of the fame fentiment and judganent in 
octrine and diftipline ; they thall fee eye to eye, 
and cement together, and all breaches will be made 
up, and there will be no fehifm in the, body ; and | 
they fhall dwell together in unity, and walk in the 
Jame paths of faith and pap of truth and holi- 
nefs ; and fuch who will be, the happy inftruments 
of all this, will have much honour, and ‘be called | 
by thefe names. ‘The Zargum is, “‘ they thall call | ways and worlhip ; in his ordinances. 
“thee one that confirms the right ways and con- | mandments ; in communion. with» him, | 
«© verts the ungodly to the law.” | his people ; ; in all which, abundance - #8 
y.13. If thou turn away thy foot from the fab-\ pleafure, and fatisfaction. is found, by Ww 
ule &c.] From walking and working on that |4knew him in Chrift, have tatted , that i is gra- 
day ; or withdraweft thy mind and affections from | cious 5, who have fome likenefi {s to him, ae 
all worldly 1 things; ,the affections being that to. the | and are the objects of his ‘love and, 
mind, ag, the feet are to, the body, which, carry it | 1 wallcou/e thee to, ride upon the, bi 
here.and there. The time of worlhip, under the | earth, to live above the, world, frre, i 
gofpel- -difpenfation, is here exprefied in Qld Tefta- conver wietion in heavens to,be i as a atmo ee reLy 
ment- -language, . as ERR fervice of. it plually.. As in! 


by not {peaking fuch words, ort o of fi 
things, as. relate to worldly affairs, or, hing 
of civil life, but, walking in. the ways. , 
doing thofe things which are well plea hi: 
fight, and converfing about fpiritual cavenly | 
things ; by fuch means God is, ie on his 
own day ; and the reverie of this is a difhonouring | 
him... ‘The ews ° make this honour to fie.c . 
in wearing other cloaths on this, day a 
week- day, and not walking as on,other days 
talking as on them ; yet. they allow of iene 4 
the’ not of words, about worldly things bd Seoaee 
¥. 14. Then halt thou delight ‘Dye in the Lor ni 
&c.] In his perfections 5. in his omni 
nifcience, omniprefence, eternity, imm maith hs 
linefs, juftice, truth, and faithfulnefs ; i if- 
dom, love, grace, and mercy, elpecially as i{- 
played in Chrift, and falvation by him; in. the 
relations he ftands in to. his people, as their, cove- 
nant-God and Father, and in what he is to them, 
their fhield and exceeding great reward, their Pee: 
tion and’ inheritance; in, “his works of . 
providence, and grace ;. in his word, th 
the truths, doétrines, and promiles ‘oF cor 


poet $ ‘day, - “Rev. i, 10. and is. fink “inftanboll in, | even ge higheft of Ai to 
and put for all religious inftitutions ‘and fervices | chority,in the earth, as the ae ad 
to be attended unto; ‘and. which will be’ with greater | latter, day 5. particularly this. wall .be,, tr 
ftrictnefs in the times referred to; from doing thy|| the-mountain of the--Lord’s houfe, is. 
pleafure on my boly’ day, that-is, if thou turneft | upon the top of the mountains, J/, es 
away,,or doft abftain from doing thine own fer-, ‘vii. 27.3 andyfeed ti ce with the herit 
_vile work, the bufinefs of thy calling, which may || Kather ; the Jerwi/h Babi 
“be agreeable. for the fake of the profit ‘of its 3,.0r mentioned, and not 
‘from. recreations and amufements, which may be | fwer,, as in. the Talmud 
Jawfully indulged on another day ; and. call the it is writte arifes, cl tre. 
fabbath a delight, the haly og God, and honourable, 3 bof at, Bec. Ch, Kili, 17, 
take deli¢ht and pleafurre i in the fervice of it ; in | written, for unto thee, and jes 
‘all the duties of reli ion, private and public, to be | all thefe countries, oe jen. 3 x 
-obferved on that da} 3 In reading. and” i Bt. ona it is written thou. 
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ran = ostay man defolata feel Mianfter ‘vatabs, Viet deferta feculi, Pagninas, ‘Montanus. Wivoray sek ets ; 
Sabbat, fol. 113-1, 2. & 149. 4, & 150: ® T. Bab: Sabbat, fol 138-2," dia 
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weft, and to the eaft, and to the uorth, and to the 
south, &c. Gen. xxviii. 14, expreffing the larger 
extent of the inheritance ; fo Farché and Sam/on ac- 
count for it; but Kimchi gives a better reafon, be- 
caufe the fons of Facob, and not hmael the fon of 
Abrabam, or Efau the ton'of Jfaac, inherited the 
Jand of Cancan : but rather the reafon is, becaufé 
he is: the father of all true J/raelites, who are, ‘as 
he was, wreftling and ‘prevailing ; 'thefe the Lord 
feeds with {piritual provifions here, and glory here- 
after ; irhich the good things of the land of Ca- 
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naan, the inheritance of Facod and his fons, were 4 


| type of: and perhaps this ‘may have refpect to the 
-converfion of the Yews, when they fhall return to 


their own land, and enjoy, the good things of it, 
as well as all fpiritual bleffings :> for the mouth of 
the Lord bath /poken it, whois faithful to his co- 
venant, true to his word; cannot lie, will never 
deceive 5 performs whatfoever he has promifed, 
being able to do it; and therefore it» may be de- 
pended upon, that all this fhall be as he has 


faid;”) ©. 


l= GA WN ma Mw, Ce 


“AAS the former chapter declares the hypocrify 
A and formality of profeffors of religion; ‘this 
exprefies the errors and herefies, immorality and 
prophanenefs, which fhall prevail’ before the fpiri- 
tual reign of Chrift, or the latter 'day-clory begins; 
which is fo fully defcribed in the next chapter. 
Reafons are given of God’s withdrawing his pre- 
fence from a profefling people, which were not 
want of power and readinefS in him, but ‘their own 
fins and tranfereffions, ¥..1, 2. which are enume- 
rated, fuch as murder, rapine, lies, ce. ¥. 3, 4, 
5, 6, 7, 8. for which the judgments of God were 
upon them, darknefs, diftrefs, and mifery, of which 
they were fenfible, ¥. 9, 10, 11. and confefs their 
fins and tran{gteffions, ¥.12, 13. and lament their 
wretched ftate and condition, which was difpleafing 
to God, y. 14, 15. who is reprefented as appear- 
ing for their falvation ; moved to it by their want 
of help, and the oppreffion of their enemies, in 
which he fhows his power, juflice, zeal, grace, and 
goodnefs, ¥. 16, 17, 18. the confequence of which 
fhall be the converfion and falvation of many, 
owing to the efficacy of the divine Spirit, and to 
the fpiritual coming of the Redeemer, ¥. 19, 20. 
and the chapter is clofed with a promife of the con- 


tinuance of the Spirit of God, and the gofpel of 


Chrift in his church, unto the end of the world, 
y¥. 21. 


¥. 1. Bebold, the Lord’s hand is not fhortened that 
ttcannot fave, &c.]° It is not for want of power 
in the Lord, that he has not as yet deftroyed the 
enemies of his people, antichrift, and the antichri- 
ftian’ ftates, and faved them out of their hands, 
and made them to triumph over them; or brought 
on the glorious {tate of the ‘church, and fulfilled 


the promifes of good things, fuggefted in the lat- | 
ter part of the preceding chapter. His hand is as" 


Jong as ever, and as able to reach ‘his and’ their 


enemies in the greateft height of power, or at the - 


greateft diftance, and to do every good: thing for 
them ; his: power is as’ great as ever, and not'in 
the leaft abridged or curtailed. © Neither bis ear 
Beavy that it cannot hear the prayers of his peo- 


ple, their cries unto him on their faft-days, of 
which he feemed to take no notice, complained’ of 
ch. lviii. 3. this is not owing to any want of -at- | 


tention in him, or of readinefs to hear prayer made 


unto him; for he is a’‘God’ hearing and anfwering | 
* ache lo ‘is ready 'to help his people in every 


¢ of need, who apply’to him in ‘a proper and 


“foitable mariner ; his eyes are-upon them, ‘and his: 


“fats are open to their cries. And this is introduced 


with 'W debold, as requiring attention, and deferving 


“the notice and confideration of his people. The 
da T° engined. wniggs9 Ldfvag).ss. ean 


have fpoken lies ; or falfehood >, that is, falfe doc- 
si 44 ge ag nll a1) Sih ein “ : / yin 


apy falfitatem, Montanus, Coeceius + Caliah, Huts & Treadlios; Pifcatar. 


Targum is, ** behold, not thro’ defect of hand (or 
“ power) from the Lord ye are not faved’; nor 
“ becaufe it is heavy to him to hear, that your 
*¢ prayer is not received.” Peet {Ys 

“¥. 2. But your iniquities have feparated between 
you and your God, &c.] Like a partition-wall  di- 
viding between them, fo that they enjoy no com- 
munion with him in his worfhip and ordinances ; 
which is greatly the cafe of the Reformed churches : 
they profefs the true God, and the worfhip of him, 
and do ‘attend the outward ordinances of it; but 
this is done’in fuch a cold formal way, and fuch 
fins and wickednefs are perpetrated and connived 
at, that the Lord does not grant his gracious, pre= 
fence to them, but ftands at a diftance from them : 
ond your fins bave hid his face from you, that he will 
not bear; or have caufed him to hide ‘himfelf; 
withdraw his gracious prefence ; neglect the prayers 
put up to him; deny an‘anfwer to them ; or how- 
ever, not appear as yet for the: deliverance and 
falvation of them, and ‘bringing them into a‘ more 
comfortable, profperous, and happy condition. — 

¥. 3. For your hands are defiled with blood, and 


| your fingers with iniquity, &c.} From a- general 


charge, the prophet proceeds to.a particular enu- 
meration of' fins they were guilty of ; and idolatry 
not being mentioned, as Yerom obierves; fhows that 


| the prophecy belongs to-other :times than J/aiah’s, 


when that fin greatly prevailed. He begins the 
account with the fin of fhedding d/ged ; the blood 
of innocents, as the Targum ; defigning either the 
fin of murder, now frequently committed in chri- 
{tian nations ; or wars between chriftian: princes; 
by’ miéans of which much blood is fhed ;: or perfe- 
cutions of chriftian brethren, -by cafting.them into 
prifons, which ‘have iffted in their death ; and at 
leaft want‘of :brotherly love, or. the-hatred of ‘bre; 
thren; which is called: wnurder, 1 Febs iii. 25. a 
prevailing fin in the prefent Sardian. ftate; and 
which will not be removed till the f{piritual reig 

ot Philadelpbian ftate takes place : and this fin is 
of a defiling ‘nature 5 it-defiles the hands or actions 5 
and without love all works fignify nothing, 1 Cor. 
Kili I,.2, 3. yea, even. their fiagers are faid to be 
defiled. with iniquity, meaning -either.their leffer 
actions; or rather thofe more curioufly and nicely 
performed, and {eemingly more ‘agreeable to the 
divine will; and yet defiled with fome fin or-other, 
as hypocrify, vain glory, or the like.: or /it may 
be, ‘this may defign ‘the fame as putting forth the 
finger, and fmiting withthe fit, ch. vill. 4, g. 
as’ Kimchi and Ben Melech oliferve ; and fo may 
have refpeé&t to fome fort of perfecution of their 
brethren. for confcience-fake,, as there, -Your Lips 
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trines, fo called becaufe contrary to the word: of 
truth, and which deceive men: your tongue hath 
muttered perverfene/s ; that which is a perverfion 
of the gofpel of Chrilt, and of the fouls of men ; 
what is contrary to the facred fcriptures, the ftan- 
dard of faith and practice, and that. premeditated, 
as the word ‘ fignities ; done with defign, and on 
purpofe : the abounding of errors and herefies in 
the prefent day, openly taught and divulged, to 
the ruin of- fouls, feems here to be pointed at. 
In the Talmud * thefe are explained of the feveral 
forts of men in a court of judicature; the sands 
of the judges ; the fzgers of the fcribes ; the dps 
of advocates and folicitors ; and the tongue of ad- 
verfaries, or the contending parties, 

y. 4. None calleth for juftice, &c.} Or, righte- 
oufne/s ; not. for civil juftice in Courts of judica- 


ture, as if there were no advocates for it theres: 


or that put thofe in mind of it, to whom the ad- 
miniftration of it belongs ; or that fee to put the 
laws againft fin in execution, and to relieve thofe 
that are oppreffed; tho’ of this there may be jutt 
caufe of. complaint in fome places: but there are 
none or few that call for evangelical righteouinets, 
either that preach it, proclaim and publith it to 
others; even the righteoufnefs of Chrift, the grand 
doétrine of the. goipel, which is therein revealed 
from faith to faith; fo the Syriac verfion, there is 
none that preacheth righteoufly , or in, or of righte- 
oufnefs *; and the Septuagint verfion, no one /peaks 
righteous things; the words and do¢trines of righte- 
oufnefs and ::uth: or, 20 one calls for righteoujne/s ; 
defires to hear this doctrine, and have it . preached 
to him; hungers and thirfts after it; but chufes 
the doétrine of juftification by works. The Yar- 
gum refers it to prayer, paraphrafing it thus, * there 
*¢ is none that prays in truth ;” in fincerity and 
uprightnefs, in faith and with fervour; but-in.a 
cold, formal and hypocritical way : or any pleadeth 
for truth for the truth of the gofpel, particularly 
for the principal one, the juftitication of a finner 
by the righteoufnefs of Chrift alone ; few or none 
contend earneftly for the faith once delivered. to 
the faints; they are not valiant for the truth, nor 
ftand faft in it, but drop or conceal it, or deny it: 
or, none 1s judged by, ox according to truth”; by 
the {criptures of truth, but by carnal reafon; or 
by forms and rules of man’s devifing, and fo are 
condemned ; as gofpel-minifters and. profeflors of 
it are: they trujt im. vanity; in nothing, as. the 
Vulgate Latin, that is worth nothing; in their own 
ftrength, wifdom, riches, righteouinefs, efpecially 
the latter: and fpeak lies ; or vanity; vain things, 
falfe doctrines, as before: they conceive mifchief, and 
bring forth iniquity , they conceive and contrive mi/- 
chief in their minds againft thofe that differ in doc- 


trine and practice from them : and bring. forth ini- | 


quity ; do that which is criminal and finful,, by 
words and actions, by calumnies and: reproaches, 


by.violence and perfecution... The Targum is, “ they 


“* haften and bring out of their hearts words ot 
“* violence.” . 


~ W. 5. They hatch cockatrice-eggs, and sveave the}. 


Spider's. web, &c.} Invent falfe doétrines accord- 
ing to their own.fancies, which may feem fair and 
plaufible, but are poifonous and pernicious ; as the 
eggs of the cockatrice, which may look like, and 
may be taken for, the eggs of creatures fit to eat ; 


* T. Bab. Sabbat. fol. 139.1. 


* SY in juftitia, Montanus, Tigurine verhion ¢ five de juftitia, ~ 


fitable as the /pider’s webs and ferve only to en~ 


{nare and entangle the minds of men, and will net 


ftand before the word of God, which fweeps thems 

away at once ; particularly of this kind:is the doc= 

trine of juftification by the works of men, which 
are like the fpider’s web, fpun out of its own 

bowels; fo thefe are from themfelves, as the doe- 

trine of them is a device of man, and is not of 

God: be that eateth of their eggs, dieth; as a mam 
that eats of cockatrice-eggs dies immediately, being 

rank poifon; fo he that approves of falle doc- 

trines, receives them, and ieeds upon them, dies 

fpiritually and eternally; thefe are damnable doc- 

trines, which bring upon men fwift deftruétion 5 

they are poifonous, and eat as de a canker, and 

deftroy the fouls of men: and that which is “an | 
breaketh out into a viper; or cockatrice; fo Ku 

and Ben Melech take it to be the fame creature as 

before, which goes by different names; and the 

words feem to require this fenfe ; however, it can- 

not be the creature we call the viper, fince that is 

not oviparous, but viviparous, Jays net eggs, bur 

brings forth its young; tho’ both driforle “ and 

Pliny * at the fame. time. they fay it is vivi - 
yet ebfrve that it breeds eggs. within itfelf, which 

are of one colour, and foft like fithes. : 
gum renders it, flying Jerpents; the fenfe is, that 
a man is cautious, ‘ard does not eat of the cock- 

atrice-eggs, but fets his foot on them, and cruthes 

them, out comes the vénomous creature, and he 

is in danger of being hurt by it; fo aman thar 

does not embrace falfe doétrines, and elcapes eter-" 


nal death by them, but tramples upon them, op- 


pofes them, and endeavours to crufh and defuog 
them, yet he is expofed to, and brings upon him- 
felf calumnies, reproach and perfecution, . 
¥.6. Their webs fhall not become garments, neither 
Joall they cover themfelves with their works, &e.4 
As {piders, webs are not fit to make garments of, 
are too thin to cover naked bodies, or thelter from: 
bad weather, or injuries from different caufes; fo 
neither the falfe doctrines of men will be of any 
ufe to themfelves, or to others that receive them ; 
particularly the doctrine of juftification by works : 
thefe are not proper garments to cover the naked+ 
nefs of a finner from the fight of God, or flreen 
him from avenging juitice; but his hope which is 
placed on them will be cut off, and his truft it 
them will be a fpider’s web, of no avail to him, 
Fob viii. 14: their works are works of iniquity; both 
of preacher and hearer; even their beft works are 
finful ; not only as being imperfect, and having a 
mixture of fin in them, and {o filthy rags, and im- 
fufficient to juftify them before God; but becaufe 
done from wrong principles, and with wrong 
and tending to fet afide the juftifying righteo 
ne{s- of Chrift, and God’s way of juitifying fin 
ners by it, which is abominable to him: end 
adi of violence is in their bands; they perfecuting 
fuch that preach and profefs the contrary doc 
¥.7. Their feet run to eusl, &c.)\, Make 
to commit all manner of fin, and particularly t 
which follows, with great eagernefs and fwi 
taking delight and pleafure therein, and. 
in it; itis their courfe of life. 4 


* FP FIVINA ODL) YN nemo judicatur fecundum veritatem, Munfter; non judicatur in veritate, Montanus. ; ore 


* Hift. Animal. 1 5. c, 34. 


* Nat. Hilt. 1. ro 62. Let YS 
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‘and fpin out of their brains a fine {cheme of thi 
but which are as thin, and as ufelefs, and “Gap 


Ch. lix. ¥i'8——rr. FL Sef 


with the following by the apoftle Paul, Rom. iii. 


“15; 16, 17. to prove the general corruption of 


mankind : and they make bafte to feed innocent blood ; 
in wars abroad or at home, in quarrels and riots, 
or thro’ the heat of perfecution ; which if it does 
not directly touch mens lives, yet iffues in the 
death of many that fall under the power of it; and 
which perfecutors are very eager and hafty in. the 
profecution of. The phrate fitly defcribes their 
temper and conduct : their thoughts are thoughts of 
iniquity ; their thoughts are continually devifing 
‘things vain and finful in‘themfelves, unprofitable 
to them, and pernicious to others: their thoughts, 
words and actions being evil; their tongue, ‘lips, 
hands and feet being empioyed in fin, {hew their 
general depravity : wafting and deftruétion are in 
their paths, they watte and deftroy all they meet 
with in their ways, their fellow creatures and their 
fubftance ; and the ways they walk in lead to ruin 
and deftruction, which will be their portion for 
evermore. | 
_ ¥..8. The way of peace they know not, &c.| Nei- 
ther the way of peace with God, fuppofing it is 
to be made by:man, and ‘not by Chriit; and are 
ignorant of the fteps and methods taken to procure 
it; nor do they know the way of peace of con- 
fcience, or how to attain to that which is true and 
folid; nor the way to eterna] peace and happinels, 
which is alone by-Chrift, and the gofpel of peace 
reveals, to which they are ftrangers; nor the way 
of peace among men, which they are unconcerned 
about, and do not feek after, make ufe of no me- 
thods to:promote, {ecure and eftablifh it; but all 
the reverie : and there is no judgment in their goings; 
no juftice in their actions, in their dealings with 
men ; no judgment in their religious duties, which 
are done without any regard to the divine rule, or 
without being able to give a reafon for them; they 
have no judgment in matters of doctrine or wor- 
fhip; they have no difcerning of true and falfe 
doétrines, and between that which is fpiritual and 
fuperftitious in worfhip ; they have no knowledge 
of the word of God, which fhould be their guide 
both in faith and practice; but this they do not 
attend unto: ¢hey have made them crooked paths ; 
they have devifed paths and modes of worfhip of 
their own, in which they walk, and which they 
obferve, that are not according to the rule of the 
word, but deviate from it ; and fo may be faid to 
be crooked, as not agreeable to that: who/oever 
goeth therein foall not know peace, the way of peace 
with God, as before; or he fhall not have any ex- 
perience of true, folid and fubftantial peace in his 
own confcience now, and fhall not attain to eternal 
peace hereafter. m3 
y.9. Therefore is judgment far from us, 8c. ] 
Thefe are the words of the few godly perfons in 
thofe times, taking notice of prevailing fins, con- 
feffing and lamenting them, and obferving that 
thefe were the fource of their calamities under 
which they groaned; therefore, becaufe of the above 
mentioned fins, and in juft retaliation, no juftice 
or judgment being among men ; therefore, in great 
righteoufnets judgment is far from us; or God does 


‘not appear to right our wrongs, and avenge us of 


our enemies, but fuffers them to afflict and diftrefs 


~ 


y mm in fplendores, Pagninus, Montanus ; 


3 ; famma caligine, Junius & Tremellius, + 
ye or gs 3 “rs & Tremellius ; in pinguetudinibus, Pifcator ; in opimis rebus, Vitringa. 
® Tn fepulchris, Pagninus; and {9 Ben Melech interprets it. 


4 OWN in rebus pinguiflimis, 


Vor. I. N® 21. 


magnum -fplendorem, Vitringa. 
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us: neither doth juffice overtake us, the righteouf- 
nefs of God inflicting vengeance on our enemies, 
and faving and protecting us ; this does not come 
up with us, nor do we enjoy the benefit of it, but 
walk on without it unproteéted, and expofed to 


the infults of men: we wait for light, but bebold 
objeurity ; for brightne/s,’ but we' walk in darknefs ; 
or for brightneffes*; for much clear light ; but we 
walk in mifts * ; in thick fogs, and have fcarce any 
light at all. The méaning is, they waited for de- 
liverance and falvation ; but inftead of that, had 
the darknefs of affliction and diftrefs ; or they were 
expecting latter day-light and glory, the clear and 
bright fhining of gofpel-truths ; but inftead of that, 
were furrounded with the darknefs of ignorance 


and infidelity, {uperftition, and will-worfhip, and 


walked in the mitts and fogs of ‘error and herefy 
of all forts: this feems to refpect the fame time as 
in Zech, xiv. 6, 7. 


¥. 10. Weigrope for the wall like the blind, 8cc.} 


Who either with their hands, or with a ftaff in 
them, feel for the wall to lean againit, or to guide 
them in'the way, or into the houfe, that they may 
know whereabout they are, and how they fhould 
fteer their courfe: and we grope as if we had na 
eyes; which yet they had, the eyes of their reafon 
and underftanding ; but which either were~ not 
opened, or they made no ufe of them in fearching 
the feriptures, to come at the light and knowledge 
of divine things; and therefore only at moft groped 
after them by the dim light ‘of nature, if thereby 
they might find them. 
not of them all, but of many, and of the greateft 
part: we flumble at noon-day, as in the night; as 
many perfons do now; for tho’ it is noon-day in 
fome refpects, and in fome places, where the gofpel 
and the truths of it are clearly preached ;° yet 
men ftumble and fall into the greateft errors, as in 
the night of the greateft darknefs; as if it was 
either the night of paganifm or popery with them : 
we are in defolate places as dead men or in fat- 
neffes* ; in tat places where the word and ordi- 
nances are adminiftered, where is plenty of the 


This is to be underftood 


means of grace, yet not quickened thereby; are as 


dead men, dead in trefpafiés and fin, and at moft 
have only a name to live, but are dead. Some 


render it, i# the graves”; and the Targum thus, 
*¢ it is fhut before us, as the graves are fhut be- 
** fore the dead ;” we have no more light, joy and 
comfort than thofe in the graves have. 
¥. 11. We roar all like bears, and mourn fore like 
doves, &cc.| Some in a more noify and clamorous, 
others in a ftiller way, yet all-in private: for the 
bear, ‘when robbed of its whelps, goes to its den 
and roars; and the dove, when it has loft its mate, 
mourns in folitude: this expreffts the fecret groan - 
ings of the faints under a fenfe of fin, and the for- 
lorn ftate of religion. ‘The Yargum paraphrafes it 
thus, ‘* we roar becaufe of our enemies; who are 
‘* oathered againft us as bears; all of us indeed 
“© mourn fore as doves :” we look for judgment, but 
there is none; for falvation, but it is far from us; 
we expect that God will take vengeance on our - 
enemies, and fave us ; look for judgment on anti- 
chrift, and the antichriftian ftates, and for the fal- 
vation of the church of Ged; for the vials of di- 
! Vine 
= bona in caliginibus, 


Pifcator ; in denfa caligine, Vitringa. 
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vine wrath on the one, and for happy times to the } contrary to, the word ofjGod ;: thefe*arevof nie 
other; but neither of them as yet come; the rea-| own ‘conceiving’ and contriving 3 -the produce oft ® 
fon of which is as follows. (9 40. > their own brains y the fruit of: their own fancy‘and” 
¥. 12, For our tranfyrefions are multiplied before | imaginations’ and which; ‘out of ‘the: 
thee, &c.] Not only an increafe of immorality | of their: hearts, they utter, even | premeditated 
among. the people in common, but among pro-| falfhoods, ‘ftudied lies, as» in’ 3. fee the note’ — 
fefiors of teligion; and as their tranfgreffions are} there.) 9) 2 se) ee i ee 
committed againit the. Lord, fo they are in his} y.14, And judgment is. turned away backward, — 
fight taken notice of, and obferved by him, are | and juftice flandeth\ afar off, 8c.) \“fareki~ jt 
loathfome and abominable to him, and call aloud | prets. this of the vengeance of God, and 
for his judgments on, them): and cur fins tefiify| teoufnels in his judgments, not immediat 
again us; God is a witnefs againft us, in whofe | cuted; but it is: to: be!underftood of the wan 
fight.our fins are done; and_our confciences are | judgment and juttice being done among meny/and” 
witneffes againft us, which are asia thoufand wit- | therefore are reprefented as perfons turned « \ 
nefies ;_and there’s no denying facts; our fins flare} and: ftanding ‘afar off} rejected, meglectediand lift 
us in the face, and we muft confefs our guilt’: or, couraged, ‘The J. argum tenders it, “* they that-do — 
our fins anfwer againft us* 5 as witnellés called and | ‘‘.judgment: are ‘turned back; and *theythatde - 
examined anfwer to the queftions pyt, fo our fins | ‘* juftice ftand afar off ;” having none‘tortake their 
being brought as it were into open court, \anfwer | parts, but everyone oppofing thenty thisumayres — 
and bear teftimony againft us; or it mutt be} fpect both the want ofjudgmentiandejufticeéin” 
owned, our punifhment for our fins: anfwers to} courts of judicature ; no regard being hadito right’ 
them ; it is the eccho of our fins, what they call | andowrong ; ‘no trué judgment being given,orju= 
for, and righteoufly comes. upon uss for our tranf-| ftice done, -in any caufe’; /but bothebanifhed! from 
grefions are with us; or, on us’; in our minds, | the bench: and alfo in the churchesyof"@hrifty or 
en our confciences, loading us with guilt; con-| however, under a’ profeffion) of his:name, where 
tinually accufing and condemning us; are. mani-| there is no judgment in» doétrines;*oredifeerning —_ 
feft to us, as the Targum too manifeft to:be de- | between truth and .error; and) no jufticeripfi hy 
nied: and as for our iniquities, we know them; the| on delinquents, according ‘to the rules! of Chait; 
nature and number of them, and the aggravating | no order nor difcipline oblerved in histhoufe ; ‘thefe” 
circumftances that attend them; and cannot but | are difmified and.difcarded: for truth is fallen im 
own and acknowledge them, confefs, lament and the ftrect, where it uled to be preached, exalted; 
bewail them; an enumeration of which follows, | eftablithed and confirmed; but now thrown down ~ 
¥.13.. In tronfereffing and lying againft tke Lord,| and trampled upon, and few or none to help it 
&c.].. The. word. of the. Lord, asthe Targum} up, and ftand by it; and tho’ it may have‘fome 
they tranferefs the doétrine. of Chrift, as well as | fecret weil-withers, yet very few, if ‘any, public» 
the law, of God, and deny him the only Lord} advocates for it: and equity cannot enters either’ 
God, even our Lord Jefus, Chrilt, his! proper deity, | into civil courts, or»chriftian congregations; the 
his righteoufnels. and. fatisfaction, »which. is noto- _deing of that whichis. juft and right between man 
rious in-our days; fo the Syrigc verfion. renders it, | and man, in things civik; and’ between chriftian 
we have denied ihe Lord; the Lord’ that bonght| and chritian, in things religious ;\ or that which is 
them ; this is the cafe.of many under 4. profeffion | right according toithe word: of God can find no — 
of Chrift: and departing away from our Ged ; from | place, or can’t be admitted: intovaflemblies; that. 
following him, from walking in his ways, from | are called by-his: name. 'The Targum is, ** they — 
attending his worfhip, word and ordinances; fo} ‘* that do truth, ftumble in’ the ftreet, andi they’ 
the Targum, “ from the worfhip of our God” |“ that exercife faith, cannot be made«amanifelt;”? 
from Immanuel, God with us, God in our nature; | fuch as are on the fide of truth, in the fervice’ of 
from him the living God, as every degree of un- it, can’t ftand their ground, thro’ the violence: of | al 
belief is a departing from him; and efpecially he | their oppofers ; and thofe that are» faithful; and 
is departed from, when his divine perfon is denied; | abide by the dotrine of faith, are forced: to hide 
when’ negleéted as the Saviour; his gofpel cor- | themfelves, and can’t appear in) the vindication - 
rupted; his ordinances perverted, and his worthip, | Of it. | "ANS RR 
er the afiembly of the faints, forfaken : /peaking | - ¥«15. Yea, truth faileth, &c.} Or, ie Weprix 
eppreffion and revolt, fach who are in public office, | vé4 ‘5 of its life and being; it not only falls in ~ 
{peakers in the church of God; thefe fpeak what | the ftreet, and there lies, without any to fheware~ 
is oppreffive and burdenfome to the minds and con- | gard unto it; but it fails; it feems as if itchad ~ 
fciences of thofe who are truly gracious; make their | given up the ghoft and expired, fo very prevalent — 
hearts fad, whom God would not have made fad, } will error be, before light and truth’ fpring) up 
by their falfe doétrines; and which have a ten- | again, and be victorious, as they will: amd:heshae = — 
dency to caufé men to revolt from: the Lord, and | departeth from evil, maketh bimjelf a prers he that 
turn their backs on him: or, /peak calumny and defec- | does not give in to the prevailing vices of thea ye 
tion *, as fome vender it; calumniate, reproach and | in which. he lives, now become: fathi my ble, | uit 
revile the few faithful ones, and draw off many | abftains from them, and departs fron | dastrie las 
from the truths of the gofpel, and a profeffion of | well-as practical evils; from all falfe doétrines, an 
them. The Targum renders. it, faifbeod: and gpo- | from all fuperftitious modes of ‘we 
Jiacy  falfe doctrine, which leads to apoftacy from:| a prey to others 5 a reproach and'adaugh 
Chrift ; ‘with which the next claufe agrees : con | to them ; they feoff at him, < 
ceiving and uttering from the beart words of falfbeod ; | his precifenefs in religion; for his 
falfe doétrines ; fuch as agree not with, but are irrational notions in doétrine; and 
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in matters.of worfhip : or, be makes bimfelf reckoned 
a madman ®;-as tome render it; and this is.a‘com- 
mon notion with prophane »men;) and <loofe pro- 
fellors, to,reckon fuch as madmen that are upright 
in doétrine, worfhip and converfation ; fee 4é7s xxvi. 
24%,and the Lord jaw it, and it difpleafed him, that 
there was no judgment , he took notice of all this, 
_and refented it, tho’ \in.a profeffing people, that 
_there was no judgment:or difcretion in.matvers of 
doctrine and worfhip ; no order or difcipline iob- 
ferved; no juftice done in civil courts, or in the 
church of God; no reformation in church or 
flate. io. anesd yalkns ) | 
¥.16. And be faw that there was vo man, &c.] 
Whofe works, are good,..as.the Targum adds; no 
good man, or faithtul and righteous one, that had 
-any. regard to truth and guitice; that was an advo- 
cate for truth, and oppofed error; and fet'on-foot 
a reformation; or was concerned for any of. thefé 
things, and mourned ‘over ‘the general corruption ; 
not that it. muft be thought there-was not one’ in- 
dividual perfon, but very few, comparatively none ; 
_fince mention-is made before of fome that departed 
from evil, and made themfelves a prey :. and won- 
dered that there was no interceffor 5 to ftand up, and 
pray for them, as the Targum; fo it feems a fpirit 
of prayer and fupplication will be greatly wanting 
in the times of latter day-darknefs, and before latter 
day-glory breaks out’: or, that there was 70 thter- 
pofer *; none'to appear.on the fide.of truth and 
juftice, and on the behalf of thofe that become a 
prey.to others...Wonder.is here afcribed to God 
by.an anthropopathy, after the manner of men, as 
being a marvelous and furprizing thing, and almoit 
incredible, that none could be found in. fo good a 
caufe, and taking the part of injured truth and 
righteoufhefs ;and it exprefles, the general cortup- 
tion and defect of religion in thofe times ; and fhews 
that.it is not for the goodnefs of men, or their 
merits, that the Lord will do, what is next faid he 
did » therefore. his arm brought falvation to kim, 
either to himfelf, and which redounded to his own 
honour ‘and glory,; or to his people, thofe that’ be- 
came a prey to their enemies ; thefe he refcued out 
of their hands, and by his own arm of power faved 
them; or he himfelf alone wrought out falvation 
for them, and delivered them from the infults, re- 
proach and perfecution of men, under whatfoever 
name; fo when antichrift, and antichriftianifm in 


every form fhall be deftroyed, falvation will be: 


afcribed to God alone, Rev. xix. 1 : and bis righte- 
oufnefs, it fupained him ; his righteoufnels, in taking 
vengeance on his and his peoples enemies'; and his 
faithfulnefs, in the performance of his promifes, 
will fupport him in, and carry him thro’, his work, 
tho’ attended with difficulties that may feem infu- 
perable to men : this may be underftood of Chrift, 


as well as what follows, The Jews ‘ interpret this 


of the Meffiah; who fhould come in an age in 
which are none but wicked men, as ts here faid. 
y¥.17. For he put on righteoufne/s as a breaft- 
plate; &c.] . Here the Lord is, reprefented as a 
warrior clothed with armour, and as Chrift is, and 
as he will appear in the:latter day on the behalf of 
his people, and againft their enemies, who is called 
faithful and true, and in righteoufnefs will make 
war, Rev. xix, 11, 12, £3. he will proceed accord- 


ing to juttice and equity in righting the wrongs, | 
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~ © SSspur facit ut infanus habeatur, Junius & 
lum , Junius & Tremellius. 

Br oe nares veftem, Tigurine verfion. 
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n him a fool or a madman.” 


fan 
and avenging the injuries of his people ; and both 
in faving them, and deftroying their enemies, he 
will fecure the honour of ‘his faithfulnefs and ju- 
ftice, and’ the credit of his name and character; 
which will be preferved by. his conduct, as the 
breatt and inward parts are by the breaft-plate : 
andan belmet of falvation dpon bis head; the fal- 
vation he will work out for his ‘people ‘will be very 
confpicuous ; it will be'feén by ‘all, as the helmet 
on the head; and he will have the glory of it, on 
whofe head are many crowns, Rev. xix.12. The 
apottle has borrowed thefe phrafes from hence, and 
applied'them to the chriftian armour, Ep). vi. 14, 
17. 8 Thef.v. 8: and be put on the garnients of 
vengeance for clothing ; or, he clothed bimfelf with 
vengeance as a garment * ; he wrapped himfelf in 
it, and refolved to execute it on his and his peoples 
enemies, the time being come to avenge the blood 
of his fervants, by fhedding the blood of their ad- 
verfaries, with which his garments will be ftained ; 


- and therefore is reprefented as having on a vefture 


dipped-in blood, Rev. xix.13: and was clad with 
zeal asa\cloke, with zeal for'his own glory, and 
the intereft of his people, and againft antichrift, 
and all ‘afitichriftian’ worfhip and doétrine’; and 
therefore his eyes aré {aid to be as a flame of fire, 
Rev. xix! £2. | 

¥. 18. cAccording to their deeds, accordingly be will 
repay, 8c.j- “A& the enemies of his people ‘have 
treated them; fo will the-Luord deal with them’; 
as they have ‘fhed theif blood, he will, according 
to the: laws of retribution and retaliation, give 
them blood to drink, as they deferve. The whore 
of Rome. fhall. be ‘rewarded as the followers of 
Chrift have been rewarded by her, and double thall 
be rendered to her double, according to her works, 
Rev.xvi.6.and xviii.6 : fury to bis adver aries, recom- 
pence to bis enemies; the church’s adverfaries and 
enemies aré Chrift’s, and fo he efteems them; and 
therefore his wrath and fury is poured out by way - 
of recotipence to them, for all the il they have 
done. them, even the ¢iip of the wine of the fierce- 
nefs'of his wrath, Rév. xvi. 19: to the iflands he 
will repay recompence ; even to thofe who. dwell in 
the more’ diftant and remote parts of the anti- 
chriftian jurifdiction ; for when the cup of wrath 
fhall be given to Babylon, every ifland will flee 
away, Rev. xvi. 20. 

¥. 19. So fhall they fear the name of the Lord 
from the weft, and his glory from the rifing of the 
fun, &c.| The eaftern and weftern antichrift being 
deftroyed, way fhall be made for the fpread of the 
gofpel eaft and weft; which fhall be every where 
embraced, and the true worfhip of God fet up; ~ 
and the glorious name of the Lord, or the Lord 
who is: glorious in his name, nature, perfections 
and works, fhall be feared and ferved from the 
rifing of the fun to the’fetting of the fame, or by 
all nations under the héavéns ; fee Mal. 1. 11. Rev. 
Xv. 9,4. and even thofe that are left in’ the anti- 
chriftian ftates, and ef€ape thé general ruin, fhall 
be affrighted at his judgments, fear his great and 
awful namé, and give glory to the God of heaven, 
Rev. xi. 13: when the’ enemy fhall come in like a 
flood 5 when fatan, the common enemy of mankind, 
the avowed and implacable enemy of Chrift and 
his people; fall come into the world, and into the 
church, as he will im theatter day; and has al+ 
: ad ‘ready 


Tremellius ; habitus eft pro infano, Vitringa; fo Abendana, he that fears 


God, and. depute from evil, PID? WNALM's they reckon 
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ready entered Jike an impetuous flood, threatening 
to carry all before him, introducing a flood of im- 
morality and prophanenefs, as in the days of Noab 
and Lot, to which the times of the fon of man’s 
coming are likened, Luke xvii. 26—30. fee 2 Tim. 
iii, 1—s. or elfe a flood of error and herefy of all 
forts; fee Rev. xii. 15. and likewife a flood of 
perfecution, as will be at the flaying of the wit- 
nefles, that hour of temptation that. will come 
upon all the earth, to try the inhabitants of it, 
Rev. iii. 10, and xi. 7, 8... dben Ezra compares 
this paffage with, and illuftrates it by, that time 
of trouble which will be, fuch as never was fince 
there was a nation, Daz. xii. 1.. when. this will be 
the cafe, which feems to-be near at hand :-¢e Spi- 
rit of the Lord feall lift up.a ftandard againft. him , 
Chrift and his gofpel, or Chrift the ftandard lifted 
up in the miniltry of the gofpel, J/. xi.,10, 12. a 
fett of minifters fhall be, railed up, having the ever- 
lafting gofpel, which they fhall publith to all na- 
tions, and. which fhall have an univerfal fpread , 
and by means of which the earth fhall be filled 
with the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the fea; and which will be a fufficient check 
to the enemy’s Hood of immorality, error and per-. 
fecution ; and which, after this, fhall be no more ; 
fee Rev. xiv. 6. Jf. xi. 9. Some render the words, 
when be, the glorious name of the Lord, or he 
who is the glory of the Lord, the brightnefs of 
his glory ; hall come like a narrow flood, that flows 
with great fwiftnefs and force, and carries all before 
it ; the Spirit of the Lord lifting bim up for a flandard'’, 
that is, in the miniftry of the word; /o /hall they fear, 
&c. then multitudes fhall ferve the Lord, and wor- 
fhip him. The Targum is, ‘* they that afflict fhall 
“* be as the overflowing of the river Euphrates 5 by 
«¢ the word of the Lord fhall they be broken ;” 
and Vitringa thinks there is an allufion to the river 
Euphrates, interpreting the enemy of the Ottoman 
Turks, Tartars and Scythians, ftirred up by fatan 
to diftrefs the church: all this may be applied to 
the cafe of particular believers under the affaults of 
fatan their grand enemy; who feeks all occafions 
to difturb their peace, and deftroy their comfort, 
tho’ he cannot ruin their fouls; he comes in, not 
only into their houfes where they dwell, and gives 
them difturbance there; and into the houfe of God 
where they worfhip, and does all he can to hinder 
them in attending on the word and ordinances, and 
to prevent all ufefulnefs, edification and comfort 
thereby ; but he enters into their hearts, and ftirs 
up the corruptions of their nature, and caufes thefe 
to rife like a food, which threaten with bringing 
them into captivity to the law of fin and death ; 
and attacks them with violent temptations, fug- 
gefting that they are not the people of God, the 
redeemed of the Lamb, or regenerated by the Spi- 
rit, but are hypocrites, and never had the work of 
grace on their hearts ; aggravating their fins, and 
telling them they have finned the fin againft the 
Holy Ghoft, and there is no pardon for them; and 
at other times filling their minds with blafphemous 
and atheiftical thoughts; all which come upon them 
fometimes with fo much force, that it is like an 
overflowing flood that threatens with utter deftruc~ 
tion; when the Spirit of the Lord within them, 
who is greater than he that is in the world, lifts 
wp Chrift as an enfign or ftandard to them; and 
direéts them to his blood for peace and pardon, for 
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the cleanfing of their fouls, and the atonement of — 


their fins; where they may fee and read in legible 
characters the free and fall remiffion of their fins, 
and an entire fatisfaction to the juitice of God for 
them; and he holds up, and holds out the righte- 
oufnels of Chrift unto them, with which God is 
well pleafed, his juttice fatisfied, and his law made. 
honourable ; and by which they are juftified from 
all things, and fecured from all charges and con- 
demnation ; and who alfo leads them to the perfon, 
power and grace of Chrift, to preferve them in 
grace to, glory, to keep. them trom falling, and 
prefent them faultlefs before the throne of God 
the confequence of which is.a check to fat 
temptations ; an antidote to the doubts and # 
he injects; and an abundance of {piritual peace 
and..comfort ; as ,well as it engages to fear the 
Lord and his goodneis. tad Banat: 
¥. 20, And the Redeemer fall come.to Zion, 8c.) 
Not Gyrus, as fome ; but the Meffiah, as it is ap- 
plied in the Ta/mud ™, and in other Fewifh writers *, 
and as Abex Ezra rightly interprets it; and fo Kim- 
chi, who alfo underitands by the enemy in the pre- 
ceding verle, Gog and Magog, and this muft be 
underitood not of the firit coming of Chrift to re- 
deem his people by his blood from fin, fatan, and 
the law; but of his {piritual coming to Zion to 
the church of God in the latter day, at the time 
of the converlion of the Jews, as appears from 
the quotation, and application of it by the apoftle, 
Rom. Xi, 25, 26. fee the note there, and with it 
compare Rev. xiv. 1: and unto them that turn from 
tranfgrefion in Facob, faith the Lord, that is, to 
fuch among the Fews, the pofterity of Facob, who 
repent of their fins, and turn from them ; and par- 
ticularly their fin of the rejection of the Meffiah, 
and the difbelief of him, and turn to him, and 
believe in him as their Saviour and King. The 
Targum is, ** and the Redeemer fhall come to 
“¢ Zion, and to turn the tranfgreflors of the houfe 
‘“* of Facob to the law ;” but rather the turn will 
be to the gofpel of Chrift. : 
¥.21. ds for me, this is my covenant 
faith the Lord, &c.| 


with them, 
Which fhall be manifefted 


and made good to. them that repent of their fins, 


and believe in Chrift; and to whom the particular 
blefling of it fhall be applied, the forgivenefs of 
their fins; fee Rom. xi. 27: my Spirit which is upon 
thee, and my words which I have put in thy mouth ; 
the Spirit of God, with his gifts and graces, which 
were upon Chrift the Redeemer without meafure ; 
and the doétrines he received from his divine Fa- 
ther to teach others, and which he gave to his 
apoftles; the fame Spirit which in meafure was 
put upon them,.and the fame truths which were 
delivered to them : /hall not depart out of thy mouth, 
nor out of the mouth of thy feed, nor out of the mouth 
of thy feed's feed, faith the Lord, from benceforth 
and for ever; that is, fhall always continue with 
the church and her fpiritual feed, fuch as are born 
in her, and brought up by her, throughout 

fucceffive ages, and to the end of time; < 
may be obferved, that after the converfior 

Jews, to which this prophecy has. 
they fhall no more apoftatize; th 
Lord hall not depart from them 5 
fhall always be profefled by them 
further obferved, that the Spirit anc 


together ; and that the latter is only 
Domini ) inftar fluminis anguft 
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accompanied with the former, and is a‘ proof of 
the perfeverance of the church of God, ‘and of all 
fuch who have the‘Spirit and grace of God. Chrift 
will always have a church, and that church a feed, 
in'which the Spirit and word will always remain. 
The grace of the Spirit, in the hearts of God’s 
people, never removes from them ; nor his gofpel 


“A S in the two preceding chapters, the hypo- 
crify and formality, the prophanenefs and 
immorality, that fhould abound in the latter day, 
and even among profeffors of religion, are pro- 
phefied of ; fo, in this, a very ample account is 
given of latter day-light and glory; of both the 
fpiritual and perfonal reign of Chrift, with the lat- 
ter of which it concludes. ‘The light and glory of 
the church, in the fpiritual' reign, are defcribed, 
¥. 1, 2, 3. the numerous converfions of perfons to 
it from all quarters, eaft and weft particularly, are 
prophefied of, ¥. 4, 5, 6,'7, 8. the great ufeful- 
nefs thofe fhould be of unto it, in enriching it, and 
building it up, and in glorifying it, is declared, 
y. 9, 10, 11, 12, 13. as alfo the fubjection of ene- 
mies to it; the. favoyrs it fhould receive from kings, 
and the fame and renown of it thro’ all nations and 
ages, ¥. 14, 15, 16. its riches, profperity, peace 
and fafety, ¥. 17, 18. and the chapter is concluded 
with an account of the more perfect ftate of the 
church in the perfonal reign of Chrift, when there 
will be a perfection of light and righteoufnefs ; and 
the number of God’s elec will be compleat, and 
they will be all together, ¥. 19,-20, 21, 22. . 


y¥. 1. Arife, foine, &c.| The Targum adds, O 
Ferufalem; and fo do the Septuagint, Vulgate La- 
tin, and Arabic verfions; and no doubt but the 
church of God is here addrefled: and by what fol- 
lows, it feems to be the Fewi/h church, as diftinct 
from the Gentiles, fince they are faid to come to it, 
the Jews, now converted, and’brought into a 
church-ftate ; and who are called upon to avi/e out 
of their low, dejected ftate and condition, in which 
they have long lain, and fhine: or to awake, as 
fome ? render it, out of that fleep and lethargy 
they have been fo long in, and to fhine forth in 
the exercife of grace, and difcharge of duty: or 
to be enlightened *; with the light of Chrift, and 
of the gofpel, now come unto them; and to dif- 
fufe this light to others, to hold it forth in profef- 
fion and converfation ; fee Matt. v. 16: for thy 
light is come, the Targum, ‘* for the time of thy 
“redemption is ceme’;” meaning from the Bady- 
lonifh captivity, which that paraphrafe refers to: 
but this is not intended here, but the {piritual pro- 
fperity and happinefs of the ‘fews in the latter day, 
at the time of their converfion ; and the fenfe is, 
either that Chrift, the light of the world, was come 
unto them in a fpiritual way ; or that the glorious 
* light of the gofpel of Chrift was come unto them, 

and fhone upon:them ; or the time was come, that 
the blindnefs that had been fo long upon them 
~fhould be* taken off, and the veil be fed away 
they had been fo long covered with, and they be 
turned to the Lord, the fulnefs of the Gentiles now. 
*being about to be brought in; fee Rom. xi. 25. 
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from fuch, in whofe hearts it-works effectually: 
The Targum interprets this of the words of pro- 
phecy ; and the Talmud ° of the law not departing 
from the difciples of wife men; but it is beft to 


underftand it of the gofpel not departing from the 
difciples of Chrift, and the feed of the church. 


CHA. Py. «LX, 


2 Cor. iii. 14—16: and the glory of the Lord 1s 
rifen upon thee, or the glorious Lord; he, whofe 
glory is to be feen, as the glory of the only begot- 
ten, who is the brightnefs of his Father’s glory, 
the fin of righteoufnefs ; who fhall now rife upon 
thefe, and leave a glory upon them that fhall be 
vifible. 

¥. 2. For bebold the darknefs fhall cover the earth, 
and grofs darkneJs the people, &c.] Like that which 
covered the land of Zgypt, when there was light 
in Go/ben: and this may be meant either of the 
darknefs of ignorance, idolatry, fuperttition, falfe 
doétrine, and falfe worfhip, that fhould cover the 
far greater part of the nations of the world, before 
this light and glory fhould break out, as it does at 
this day; fome parts of it being covered with Pa- 
gan darknefs, others with Mahometan darknefs, and 
others with Papal darknefs ; and a very {mall {pot 
it is where the light of the gofpel is, and that 
clear, but among a very few; for the moft part it 
is not clear nor dark, it is not day nor night; and 
this is the evening-time, in which, ere long, it fhall 
be light; fee Zech. xiv. 6, 7. or elfe this may de- _ 
fign the diftrefs. that the antichriftian ftates will be 
in, when’ this light fhall break forth; the king- 
dom ‘of the beaft will be full of darknefs, diftrets, 
and confufion, Rev. xvi. 10: but the Lord frail 
arife upon thee, and his glory foall be feen upon thee ; 
as on the tabernacle of old, Lev. ix. 23. to which 
the allufion is //. iv. 5. this fhews that the light 
and glory of the Lord in-the preceding verte, de- 
fign the Lord himfelf, and his gracious prefence, 
and the difplay of his glory in the gofpel now 
preached ; and that it will be vifible in the church, 
and taken notice of by othérs, and induce them, 
and even great perfonages, to come unto it, as 
follows: or be fhall be jeen or appear in his glory upon 
thee; fo Ben Melech renders it, fuppofing that 3 in, 
is wanting; and fo the fenfe is, that Chrift thall 


appear in the glory of his perfon and of his of: 


fices, and efpecially his kingly office; and in the 
glory of his grace and righteoufnefs, in the mini- 
{tration of his word among his people. The Yews* 
apply this to the firft coming of Chrift, which be- 

longs to his fpiritual reign, 
¥. 3. And the Gentiles fball come to thy light, &c.] 
To the gofpel, preached in the midft of her; and to 
Chrift, who is her light ; and into her church-ftate, 
and partake of the profperity and happinefs of it. 
The Targum is, ** and nations fhall walk in thy 
“© Jight ;” and fo in Rev. xxi. 24. where it is in- 
terpreted of the nations of them that are faved, 
truly regenerated and converted perfons : and kings 
to the brightnefs of thy rifing ; Chrift, the fun of ° 
righteoufnels, will rife upon her; and this being 
the morning of the latter day-glory, the church 
will rife as a bright morning-ftar ; and fuch will 
° be 
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be the evidence and luftre of gofpel-truths and ordi- 
nances, that kings fhall be enlightened by them, and 
come and join themfelves unto her, and walk with 
her in all the commandments and ordinances of the 
Lord. Some’ of this high rank and dignity have 
been called, and but a few; but in thofe times 
the-inftances will’ be many, even all’ kings fhall 
ferve and worfhip the Lord, Pf. Ixxii. 11, 

y. 4. Lift up thine eyes round about and fee, &c.} 
The Gentiles and kings coming to Chrift and his 
church ; the vaft number of converts flocking from 
all parts of the world to join themfelves to the 
church of Chrift, and to behold the wonderful work 
of God among the Yews now converted. The 
Targum is, “ litt up thine eyes, O Feru/alem, round 
“« about, and fee all the children of the people of 
€ thy captivity :” all they gather themfelves and 
come to thee, this feems to have refpect not to the 
Gentiles, as before; but to the Fews themfelves, 
who are fcattered up and down in the world’; but 
now, being in a wonderful manner converted, fhall 
gather together in a body, and go up to Feru/alem, 
where a chriftian church of them will be formed, 
and to which they will join themfelves ; or this, 
may refpect the kings, y. 2: thy fons fhall come 
from far, fuch as are of the feed of Abraham, chil- 
dren of the Fews, and now born again, and fo Zion’s 
fons; thefe fhall come from the furtheft parts of 
the earth, where they are, and incorporate them- 
felves with their brethren: and thy daughters fall 
be nurfed at thy fide ; by the minifters of the word, 
and with the fincere milk of it, and the breafts of 
gofpel-ordinances ; fee 1 Thef. ii. 7. The Targum 
is; fhall be carried at their fides*; and the Septua- 
gint and Arabic verfions, on their /houlders ; and fo 
refers to the manner of their being brought, and 
not to their bringing up; fee ch. xlix. 22. but the 
former fenfe is beft. Ben Melech interprets it of 
their being nurfed up at the fide of great perfon- 
ages, kings and queens, according to J/- xlix. 23. 
The word ¢by is not in the original; and it may 
be as well rendered, a their fide, as is fupplied by 
fome +. 

¥. 5. Then thou fhalt fee, and flow together, &c.| 
That is, when thou feeft thy fons and daughters 
flocking to thee from all parts, there will be a flow 
of joy in thee, like the ftream of a river; or thine 
heart will beat and flutter within thee, thro’ fur- 
prize and joy, when thou feeft fuch a numerous 
company gathered unto thee. Some render it, 
then thou foalt fear, as. Aben Ezra, or be fur- 
prized at the fight; and others the next claufe, 
thou foalt be enlightened ~ , that is, fhall fee, being 
enlightened, and fhall increafe in light and know- 
ledge more and more: or /bine*, in great {fplendor 
and glory: and thine heart fhall fear, and be en- 
larged ; {hall fear the Lord and his goodnefs, and 
be enlarged with love to him, his truths and or- 
dinances, and his people ; and particularly, fhall 
be enlarged to receive in the moft cordial manner 
thofe that flock unto her: becauje the abundance of 
the fea fall be converted unto thecs; by which fome 
ainderftand the riches of the fea, that which is got 
out of it, or got upon it, in trading by it, this thall 
be converted to the ufe of the church and people of 
God; but rather an abundance of fea-faring men is 
here meant, who fhall be converted at this time, in 
which the grace of God will the more appear, as 
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Y Geograph, 1. 16, p. 528, 
2 Nat. Hitt. 1. 6. c. 28. Dida Ss oh tid 


by Sy Ay. 


waters.do many people, nations,..and, ki 
Rev. xvii. 15. and fo it may denote a large abun=) 
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they are generally a very. wicked and profi 


of men; or the inhabitants of the. iflands, of - 
fea, fuch as Great-Britain and others 5 or - fa, 
> AS» 


may intend the feveral nations of the . 


dance of converted perfons every where, , 4 


efpecially in the weftern parts of the world, 


European parts ; fince it is very common, in. 
ture to defcribe the weftern part of the world by. 
the fea, the’ Mediterranean fea lying welt of Fudea. 
The forces of the Gentiles foall come unto thee, ov- 
their armies, every, army of them; the foldiery, y 
be converted, as well as the. fea-faring men, who: 
are. for the moft, part alfo exceeding wickeds 

only kings will become.real .chriftians, but thei 
armies will be fo too, their generals, officers,, and. 
common foldiers ; and when this is once the; cafe, 
wo to the whore of Rome, thefe will hate her,.and 
burn her flefh with fire; thefe are the feven.angels. 
that fhall come out of the temple, the church. of, 
God, to whom they have joined themfelves,. with. 
the vials of God’s wrath, and fhall pour them. 
upon the antichriftian ftates; fee Rev, xy. 7, and, 
xvi, 1. and xvii. 16. - ~7y tad ian 
_ ¥, 6, The multitudes of camels foall cover thee, the, 
dromedaries of Midian. and Exhab, &c.\ ~ Vhat.isy. 
multitudes of people riding on thefe creatures from, 
the parts mentioned, which abounded with, them,. 
fhould come and cover or fill Jerujalem, and the 
places about it. Midiaz was a fon of Abraham by; 
Keturab, and Epbah a fon of Midian, Gen. XXVie4u- 


- 


thefe and their pofterity ifhabit Arabia; andfo 
this is a prophecy of the conyerfion of the.dra- 
bians that. dwell in Arabia Felix, Petraa and Der 


aot elt 


ferta ; and fo the Zargum, ‘* a multitude of Ara-. 


‘¢ bians fhall cover thee round about.” A dro-, 
medary is a lefler camel, and fwifterthan the others 
and both are very frequent in thefe countries, and 
ufed in travelling. Strabo” calls the Arabian See~ 
nites, feeders of camels. Al) they. from Sheba foall. 
come, they foall bring gold and incenfe, Sheba was) 
another of the. pofterity of Abrabam by, Keturabs, 
Gen, xxv. 3. and lived near the others ; the queen» 
of this country came to hear the wifdom of Sola+ 


mon; but the people of it in the latter day, sill, 


come to a greater than he, even. to Chrift, and to, 
his church, and bring their gold and incenie, as; 
the wife men did to Chrift, and hall honour the. 
Lord with their fubftance ; fee P/. xxii. 10, 15.5) 
and they fhall foew forth the praifes of the Lords, 
who has called them by his grace out of Alahome- 
tan darknefs, into the marvellous light of the) go- 
fpel. Thefe were the things the Sabeans abounded, 
with. Strabo « fays, that trankincenfe, myrrh, and. 
cinnamon grew with them; and that they have 
fuch an abundance of fpices, that they | 
branches of cinnamon, cafia,, and other things, for, 
fuel; and that fome of them are fo rich 
merchandife, that they have very fumptuous 
and much furniture of gold and filver, as 
beds, tripods, cups with covers; and even # 
gates, and walls, and roofs are adorned y 
gold and filver, and precious {tones,. And fo Biay: 
obferves, that the Sabeans are very t hin: fruit 
ful and odoriferous. woods, and in mines of gi 
and other things; fee Ezek, xxvii, 22. Vilring 
underftands both thefe claufes of the camels bring-| 
eo thidud a a 2s 
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ing gold’ and incenfe, and praifing the Lord in | 


their way, or being the occafion of it. 

‘y. 9. All the flocks of Kedar fall be gathered unto 
_ thee, the rams of Nebaioth fhall minifter unto thee, 
&ce.} Nedaioth and Kedar were the fons of [/bmael, 
Gen. xxv. 13. Ifimael’s twelve fons, of which Ne- 
_ batoth was the eldeft, inhabited all the country from 
Euphrates to’ the Red-Sea, calling it the Neabatene 


country, as fofephus * fays thefe defign the Turks 


and Swrecens; who fhall now be converted. © The 


Targum is, “all the fheep of the Arabians thall be 


** gathered unto thee ;” that is, thefe thall come 
with their fheép’ and rams, not to be offered up 
in’ facrifiee;. for fuch facrifices will not be ufed ; 
but thefe being the produte of the countries of thefe 
people;’‘are mentioned to fhow, that being affected 
with the grace of God towards them, and influ- 
enced by it, will bring the beft and chief of their 
fbftance to ferve the intereft of Chrift, and glo- 
rify him with it: they ball come up with acceptance 
on my altar ; both they and their facrifices and of- 
ferings will become acceptable to God thro’ Chrift, 


who’ is that altar that fanctifies every gift: and I 


will glorify the boufe of my glory; with this large 
number of converts, and with the gifts and offer- 
ings they bring with them, the church is meant, 
which is the houfe of God, where he dwells and 
manifefts his glory, the glory of himfelf, of his 
grace, and of his gofpel ; fee Fer. xxx. 19. 
¥. 8. Who are thefe that fly as a cloud, &c.] 
Referring. to the vaft number of converts before- 
mentioned, who. are compared to a cloud for the 
number of them, covering ¥udea as the clouds do 
the heavens ; and for their elevation and fituation, 
being raifed from an earthly to an heavenly ftate ; 
called with an high calling, and made partakers 
- of an heavenly one; and for their being filled 
with the grace of God, as clouds with water ; and 
for their unanimity, their coming together in a 
body, making as it were one cloud, and that openly 
and publickly, profefling Chrift, and joining them- 
felves to his church, in the face of the world ; and 
fo the Targum, “* who are thefe that come pub- 
“6 lickly, as the {wift clouds ;” and chiefly are 
they compared to a cloud, for their fwiftnefs in 
motion to Chrift and his church; finners, fenfible 
of danger from the avenging juftice of God, from 
his law, and from ‘his wrath and difpleafure, and 
eternal death, and being apprized of falvation and 
fafety-in Chrift, make hafte and flee to him as 
fwiftly as a cloud driven *by the winds: and as 
the doves to their windows, or dove-houfes, or lockers 
and doles *; thro? which they enter, and to which 
they bend their courfe with great fwiftnefs, when 
purfued by birds of prey, or thro’ an eager defire 
after their young : convertéd perfons may be com- 
pared to doves for their being a clean and cleanly 
ereature ; for their being amiable and lovely, chafte 
and loving; harmlefs and inoffenfive, meek. and 
humble, weak and ‘timorous ; mournful and dif- 
confolate when they have loft their mate; and what 
dove-houfes are to thefe, Chrift and his church are 
to converted perfons, whither they flee for reft and 
fhelter, and where they*have both: the ordinances 
of Chrift may be particularly meant by thefe holes 
or windows that doves make unto; by which, ef- 
jally baptifm; they enter into the church, and 
“means of which light is let into them, and 
thro’? which Chrift thews himfelf to them, Cant. 
ii. 9. what engages them to flee hither is, their 
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love to Chrift, in order to have communion with 
him, .and food for their faith; and when he caufes 
them to come, or draws them by his grace, no- 
thing can hinder; not the reproaches of the world; 
nor the temptations of fatan, nor objections from 
their own unworthinefs. Thefe words are faid by 
the church, by way of admiration, wondering at 
their numbers and fwiftnefs in coming to her; fee 
ch, xlix. 21, The Targum is, ** the captivity of 


‘** Traels who are gathered together, and come to 


*« their own land, as doves that return to their 
*< dove-houfes.” é 

¥. 9. Surely the ifles foall wait for me; &c:] The 
Targum is, ** for my word.” The Meffiah and his 
coming. ‘The ifles of Great-Britain may more ef- 
pecially be intended, who, as they waited for his 
gofpel, and readily received it, and embraced it, 
as foon as it was brought to them, which. was 
very early ; fo there are many here now waiting 
for the fpiritual coming of Chrift, and the glory 


.of his churches in the latter day, and perhaps 


more than in any other part of the world befides.: 


and the foips of Iarfbifh frft, to bring thy fons from 


far, their filver and their gold with them ; this is to 


be underftood of the ews converted in diftant parts 
of the world, who fhall be brought in tranf{port- 
fhips to the churches of Chrift, particularly in 
Fudea; and the fhips of Tarfbifh fhall be ufed in 
that fervice principally, they fliall be the chief that 
fhall be employed. Moft of the ewi/b commen- 
tators, as Farchi, Aben Ezra, Kimchi, and Ben Me- 


lech, think there is a want of the particle of fimi- 


litude as, and that it fhould be rendered, and the 


fips of Tarfrifh as at firft; and then the fenfe is, 


they fhall be made ufe of now to bring the con-~ 


verted Fews with their fubftance from foreign parts, 


as they had been in Solomon’s time, for bringing 
gold and filver, and other things to him, from 
diftant places, 2 Chron. ix. 21. but by Larfhifo 
here, is not meant Tartefjus in Spain, as Vitringa ; 
nor Tar/is in Cilicia but the fea itfelf, which is 
fo called; and fo the Targum renders it, the /hips 
of the fea; and Farchi obferves, that this is the 
name of the fea; and what fhips can be better un- 
derftood than ours of Great-Britain, fo famous for 
fhipping, and which claims the fovereignty of the 
feas ? thefe may be principally employed in bring- 
ing great numbers ie converts from different places 
to the church of God; and as J/rael, when they 
came out of Egypt, came forth with filver and 
gold ; and when they came out of Babylon, they 
were furnifhed with gold and filver, and every 
thing convenient for their journey, and for the re- 
building of their city and temple, P/. cv. 37. 
Ezra i. 4, 6. fo when they are gathered from their 
prefent difperfion, and are called and converted, 
they fhall come with their riches to the church of 
Chrift, and honour the Lord with their fubftance, 
and promote the intereft of religion by it, as it 
follows: unto the name of the Lord thy God, and 
to the holy one of Ijrael, that is, their perfons fhall 
be brought unto him, and their riches alfo; they 


hall give up themfelves, and all they have, to the 


Lord, and devote themfelves and their fubftance 
to his glory, and the good of his intereft ; even to 
him whofe name was deteftable to them, but now 
precious ; and whom they will own with the church 
to be the Lord their God, their redeemer and fanc- 
tifier: becaufe be hath glorified thee; the church , 
caufed fuch a glory to arife upon her, and 2. 

' that 
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that a defences fo that it will continue, and be fo 
vifible and manifeft, as to draw perfons from all 
arts, tho’ the moft diftant, to come unto her, and 
join themfelves with her. } 
y¥. 10, And the fons of frrangers foall build up thy 
walls, &c.] The fons of the people ; or Gentiles, 
as the Targum; who were ftrangers from the cove- 
nants of promife, and aliens from the common- 
wealth of Jrael; ftrangers to God and Chrift, and 


the Spirit of Chrift, and to the gofpel, and all. 
that is good ; yet the fons of thefe, being in great. 


numbers converted every where, will be ufeful in 
- building up the church of God, \in-ftrengthening, 
protecting, and defending it; thefe are the fame 
with thofe afar off, that fhall come and build in 


the temple of the Lord, Zech. vi. 15. fuch there, 


have been among the Geztiles in all ages, more or 
lefs, fince the times of the apoftles, who have been 
inftruments of the edification of the church, and 
of the defence of its doétrines and ordinances ; and 
more there will be in the latter day: and their 


kings hall minifter unto thee , that is, the kings of, 


the Gentiles, as Conffantine, and fome other truly 
chriftian kings and emperors have done, though 
their numbers have been very fmall as yet; but 
when this prophecy is fulfilled, it will be a.general 
cafe ; kings every where will be nurfing fathers, 
and queens nurfing mothers to the church, will 
ferve the intereft of it, and promote it to the ut- 
moft of their power; fee ch. xlix. 23. Pf Ixxii. 
10, 11: for in my wrath I fmote thee, but in my fa- 
vour have I had mercy on thee; for the Jews rejec- 
tion of the Meffiah, for their contempt of his go- 
{pel, and perfecution of his apoftles and minifters, 
wrath came upon them to the uttermoft, upon their 
city, temple, and nation, to the deftruction of 
them, and which is ftill upon them; and though 
blindnefs is happened unto them, and they are 
{hut up in unbelief, yet there is a time when the 
Lord will have mercy on them, call and convert 
them, and return their captivity ; fee Rom, xi. 25, 
26, 31, 32. Fer. Xxx. 18. 

¥. 11. Therefore thy gates fhall be open continu- 
ally, 8cc.] ‘This is expreflive both of the peace- 
able ftate of the church, that fhe ’fhall be in no 
danger, nor fear of enemies ; there being none to 
hurt and deftroy in all the holy mountain ; and 
therefore under no concern to keep her gates fhut ; 
fee Ezek. xxxviii. 11. and of the vaft concourfe of 
people to it, continually; converts from all’ parts, 
thall be always coming in, and the gates of the 
church will ftand open always to receive them ; 
they’ll be welcome, come as many as will; there 
will be no objection to them, no hinderance of 
them; minifters and people will gladly embrace 
them; -fee ch. xxvi. 2. and likewife of the capacity 
of the church to receive them; for tho’ they will 
be continually coming in great numbers, yet {till 
there will be room; the gates will not. be fhut 
upon them, as unable to receive more ; place will 
be given for them to dwell in; her tents will be 
enlarged; the curtains of her habitation ftretched 
“out; her cords lengthened, and ftakes ftrength- 
ened ; fo, that tho’ fhe breaks forth on the right- 


hand, and on the left, there will be room for them 


all, Jf, liv. 2. and xlix. 20: they fhall not be fbut 
day nor night; this claufe is referred to in Rev. xxi. 
25. but there differently exprefied, and the gates of 
it fhall not be fout at all by day, for there fhall be no 
night there ; the reafon of which difference is, be- 
caufe the new Yerufalem-{tate, or perfonal reign of 
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graces of his Spirit, which will fhin 
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-Chrift, will be a perfect ftate, and no night at allin — 


it; but the fpiritual reign of Chrift, towhich this p 

phecy relates, will be an imperfect one, tho’ glo- 
rious ; and therefore mention is made both of day 
and night: that men may bring unto thee the forces 


of the Gentiles ; the whole ftrength of them, their 


armies ; fee the note on ¥.5. The Targum para- 
phrafes it, the fubftance of the people, their'wealth 
and riches : end that their kings may be: brought ; 
or Jed‘; either in ftate, as kings on ~ 

fometimes are or rather, as captives in’ chains; 
fee I/. xx. 4. fo the Targum renders it, bound; being 
conquered by mighty grace, and led in chains of 


‘love to Chrift, and to his church, and become obe- 


dient. Kimchi has this note, ‘* they fhall come 
‘* before the king Mefliah, as fervants before their — 
‘* mafters,” (? Hite 
¥. 12. For the nation and kingdom that will mot 
Jerve thee foall perifo, &c.) That will not ferve 
the Lord Chrift, and worfhip him with his church 
and people; that will not be obedient to the laws 
and ordinances of his houfe; but appoint another 
head over them, the pope of Rome; and make 
other laws, and fet up other ordinances, rejecting, . 
the authority of Chrift, the rule of his werd, and 
the order of his churches: yea, thofe nations fhall 
be utterly wafted , even all the antichriftian ftates, 
when the vials of God’s wrath will be poured out 
upon them; fee Zech. xiv. 17, 18. ban ee: 
¥.13. The glory of Lebanon foall come unto thee, 
&c.] Which are the trees that grew upon it, efpe- 
cially the cedars, for which it was famous, as well 
as the other trees after mentioned. Now, as thefe 
were brought into Se/emon’s temple, and ufed in 
the building of that, 1 Kings vi. 9, 10, 15. fo fuch 
fhall come of themfelves, willingly and chearfully,: 
being drawn with the cords of love into the church 
of Chrift, comparable to the tall and ftrong ¢edars” 
of Lebanon, and other trees, being eminent) for 
their gifts and graces, and ftrong in the exercife of . 
them ; the more feeble among them being as’ the 
houfe of David, and that as the angel of the 
Lord ; and being durable, conftant and immove- 
able in the work of the Lord ; pillars in his houfe 
that fhall never go out; ever green and flourifh- 
ing ; never wither in their profeffion, and always 
fruitful in every good word and work ; of a good: 
{mell in the exercife of grace; of fayoury conver- 
fations, and of a good report in the world; fee 
Pf. xcii. 12, 13 : the fir-tree, the pine-tree, and the 
box together; which may denote perfons of different 
ranks and fizes, both as to worldly and {pirituat 
affairs; and yet will all agree to come together, to 
the church, and will unite in the fervice and wor- 
thip of God in it, and be a real glory to it; fee 
If. xli.19: to beautify the place of my fantuary 
the church fo called, in allufion to the tabernae 
and temple; and thus the Targum here, ‘¢ 


“* place of the houfe_of my fan¢tuary ;” wher t } 
holy God dwells ; and which is fanctified’ by ‘him, 
and where he is fanctified,’and worfhip ed in ; : 
tified in the latter day, when the fair s thar wil 
come into the church, will-put on by faith 
manifeftly the beautiful garments. of Chrift’s 1 
teoufnefs; and be more vifibly a 
brilliant diamonds and fparkling gen 
appear in the beauties of bali ver 
in brotherly love with each oth nd uni 
fentiments of doétrine, and in acts of ¢ pel 
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fhip ; and when the gofpel fhall be purely: and 
_ powerfully preached , the ordinances adminiftered, 
_as they were in the times of Chrift and his apoftles ; 
and gofpel-difcipline in all its branches reftored : 
and 1 will make the place of my feet glorious; allu- 
ding to the ark under the mercy-feat, over which 
were the cherubim, and between which Febovab 
dwelt, hence called his foot-ftool, 1 Chron. xxviii. 
2. denoting that the church is the place where the 
Lord grants his prefence thro’ Chrift, the antitype 
of the mercy-feat and ark ; and which is the feat 
of his reft and refidence ; where he takes his walks, 
and where. his foot-fteps of rich grace are feen ; 
where his lower parts, his feet, his works, and 
acts of grace are beheld; where he favours with 
communion with himfelf; where his power and 
glory are obferved, and his beauty is upon his 
people ; where they fee the king in his beauty, and 
all which will be more manifeftly enjoyed in the 
latter day, and make his church very glorious 
indeed. 

¥..14. The fons alfo of them that affified thee, 
foall come bending unto thee, &c.| ‘The pofterity 
of the Yews, who perfecuted the firft chriftian 
churches, even thofe who fay they are Yews, and 
are not; thefe fhall be convinced of the truth of 
the chriftian religion, and, be converted to it, and 
fhall. come and worfhip before the church, and in 
fellowthip, with it; and own it to be the true church 
of God; which is what is foretold fhall be in the 
Philadelphian ftate, which is the fame with the fpi- 
‘ritual reign jhere defcribed ; fee Rev. iii, g. or the 
children of the Roman heathens, their remote de- 
deendants, who formerly greatly diftrefled the chri- 
ftians ; or rather the pofterity of Rome papal, many 
of whom fhall be called out of her at the time of 
her deftruction, and be humble fuppliants to the 
church of Chrift, and be fubject to the doétrines, 
rules and Jaws of it, whofe anceftors cruelly. per- 
fecuted it: and all they that defpifed thee foall bow 
themfelves down at the foles of thy feet; a phrafe 
expreflive of great refpect, veneration and fub- 
miffion ; fee ch. xlix. 23: aud they fhall call thee, 
the city of the Lord, the Zion of the holy one of 
Jjrael ; inftead of calling them heretics, {chifmatics 
and fanatics, as their fathers did, they fhall own 
them to be the true church of Chrift; a city of 
his building, and where he dwells; the object of 
his choice delight and love, as Zion was ; a holy 
people made meet to be the habitation of the God 
of I/rael;. which are fo many names for the church 
under. the gofpel-difpenfation ; fee Heb. xii. 22. 
Rev. xiv. 1). aie } 

¥. 15.. Whereas thou: haft. been. forfaken, &c.] 
Seemingly forfaken of God; thought to be fo by 
herfelf,. which was matter, of complaint ;,.and by 
her enemies, which to them was matter of joy ; 


the Lord not appearing for, her immediate relief, , 
and for her deliverance, out; of the hands .of her 


perfecutors ; and hated ,of all men, of wicked and 
prophane, finners, and. of carnal. profeffors, . and 
efpecially of the antichriftian party: fo that no man 
went through thee, very few. paflengers in Zion’s 
ways x few afked the way.to her, or joined them- 
felves in fellowfhip and worfhip with her. Facod 
mesial _the number of conyerts exceeding few : 
J will thee an eternal. excellencys the faints are 
the excellent in the earth, in, the efteem of God 
and Chrift ; they are their jewels and. peculiar trea- 
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God in them ; and the excellent robe of Chrift’s 
righteoufnefs on them; an excellent knowledge of 
divine and fpiritual things ; an excellent {pirit of 
love and unity ; and an excellent order and‘ difci- 
pline maintained among them ; as well as excellent 
truths preached, and ordinances adminiftered to 
them ; all which fhall continue, being made clearly 
to appear to be their cafe: the joy of many gene- 
rations ; of age and age*; or, as the Targum, * the 
** houfe of joy of generation and generation ;” 
that is, the church will be the joy of God and 
Chrift, of the faints, and of the whole world, age 
after age, for a long period of time; fee ch. Ixv. 
18, 19. there feems to be fome refpect to Py. 
xIviii. 2. 

¥.16. Thou falt alfo fuck the milk of the Gen- 
tiles, &c.} Partake of their riches and wealth; 
fo the Targum, ‘ and ye hall be fatisfied with the 
“* fubftance of the people ;” or drink of the fin- 
cere milk of the word of the gofpel, which Gen- 
tiles have been favoured with for many ages ; for 
this feems to have regard to Yewi/h converts, tho’ 
not to them only, but as they, with the converted 
Gentiles, will make up one church-ftate, and par- 
take of the fame privileges: and halt fuck the breaft 
of kings; who fhall now be converted in various 
places, come into the church, and be nurfing fa- 
thers to it; help and affift the people of God with 
their riches to carry on divine worfhip in an ho- 
nourable manner ; and to protect and defend them 
with their power ; fee Pf. Ixxii. 9, 10. J/. xlix. 23. 
and Ix. 11. The Yargum is, “ in the fpoil of 
‘¢ kings ye fhall delight yourfelves ;” and it may 
alfo defien the breafts of confolation, the ordinances 
of the gofpel, fuch as chriftian kings will fuck, 
and ews and Gentiles. fhall do the fame, J/ xvi. 
11: and thou fhalt know that I the Lord am thy 
Saviour, and thy Redeemer, the mighty one of Facob; 
the Fews being called, fhall feek the Lord their 
God, the true Meffiah, and fhall look unto him 
by. faith, whom they, have pierced; fhall know, 
own and acknowledge him to be their Redeemer 
and Saviour; who muft be fit and qualified for 
fuch an. office and work, and equal to it, being 
the mighty one of ¥acob, whom before. they and 
their anceftors rejected and defpifed. 

¥.17. For brafs I will bring gold, and for iron 
I will bring filver, and for wood brafs, and for ftones 
iron, 8c.) By wood and ftones may be meant the 
Old ‘Teftament-difpenfation ; by the dra/s and iron 
the prefent gofpel-difpenfation; and by /i/ver and 
gold the latter day-glory ; by fiver the fpiritual 
reign. of Chrift in his church; and by gold his 
perfonal reign in the new Yeru/alem ;, which is faid 
to be all of pure gold, and even the very ftreet of 
it, Rev: xxi. 18, 21. now, as far as brafs and iron 
exceed wood and ftones, fo far the. gofpel-difpen- 
fation exceeds the legal one; the one being the 
fhadow, the other the fubftance; the one having 
carnal ordinances, which are done away, the other 
fpiritual ones which remain ; and.as far as filver 
and. gold exceed -brafs and iron, fo far the glory 
of the latter day will exceed the prefent ftate of 
things, in clear light, in fptritual grace and ftrength, 
in, purity of doctrine. and worfhip, in holinefs of 
life, and in love, peace and unity ; and as far as 
gold exceeds filver, fo far, and much more, will 
the perfonal reign of Chrift, which will be per- 
fectly glorious, exceed the fpiritual one. There 


fare, having the excellent graces of the Spirit of! may be an allufion to the times of Solomon, a type 
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of Chrift, 1 Kings x. 27. This, by fome fewifh | ¥. 19. The fun foall be no more thy light by dy, 
writers ", is applied to the times of the Meffiah | &c.] Here begins the’account of the finlefs, ‘pure 
they yet expect. The Targum is, “* for the brafs | and perfect ftate of the church in the perfonal reign * 
“© which they fpoiled thee of, O Ferufalem, 1 will of Chrift, even the new erufalem-church-ftate, as” 
te’ bring “gold,” &c. I will alfo make thine officers | appears from the ufe of thefe very words, in the 
peace; civil magiftrates fhall be men of peaceable | defcription of that ftate, Rev. xxi. 23. where it is” 
difpofitions, who fhall promote peace and unity in | read, and the city had no need of the jun, neit er of 
kingdoms, ftates, cities, towns, and neighbour- | the moon to foine in it: for the glory of God did 
hoods ; they fhall be properly juftices of peace ; | ighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof} and in ” 
they will anfwer to their office, and the title of it. | like manner the Targum renders thefe words! “and * 
Church-officers or minifters of the word fhall pub- | ‘* ye fhall have no need any more of the light of” 
lith the gofpel of peace in the cleareft manner ; | ‘* the fun by day, nor even of the light of the” 

and the peace of God fhall rule in the hearts of all | ‘* moon by night;” and fo both 4sen Ezra’and Far * 

the faints; there will be abundance of temporal | cz interpret it, ** ye fhall have no need of the light” 
- and of fpiritual peace, promoted by the feveral | ‘* of the fun; and the former adds, becaufe ‘of 
officers of church and ftate; fee Pf: Ixxii. 7. If | the light of the Shekinah ; and which féems’ to be’ 
li. 7. and liv. 13: and thine exaéfors righteoufnefs , | the meaning of the next Claufe: esther for bright-° 
even tax-gatherers, who ufed to be the worft of | ae/s hall the moon give light unto thee, that is, be>~ 
people for injuftice and oppreffion, thefe fhall do | caufe of the exceeding brightnefs, fplendor’ and 
nothing but what is right and juft; nor will there | luftre of the divine’ majefty of Chrift, who will 
be any reafon to complain of them. ‘The Sepfua-| appear perfonally among his people; neither fan 
gint render it, bifbops or overfeers *, paftors of | nor moon will be able to give any light: ‘as’ the” 
churches, who fhall be truly minifters of righte- | light of a candle is made ufelefs and unneceffary 
oufnefs ; preach up the doétrine of juftification by | by the light of the fun, fo the light of the fun and 
Chrift’s righteoufnefs ; and inftruét perfons to live | moon will be made ufelefs and unneceffary ‘by ‘the 
foberly, righteoufly and godly. vaftly fuperior light and glory of Chrift; fee J, 

y¥. 18. Violence fhall no more be beard in thy land, | xxiv. 23. and xxx. 26, tho’ the fun and moon’ may - 
&c.] It fhall be no more commited ; no inftances | be underftood here myftically, not of civil magi- 
of it will be heard of; or any complaints con- | ftrates, who are fometimes fignified by thefe lumi- 
cerning it; neither public nor private oppreffion : | naries ; and who alfo will be no more ufed when 
antichriftian perfecution will now be at an end; | this difpenfation or perfonal reign of Chrift fhail_ 
thofe that deftroyed the earth with violence and 


take place; fee J/ xiii. 10. Rev, vi. 12. 1 Cor. xv. 
oppreffion fhall be no more; there will be none | 24. but rather of the gofpel and gofpel-ordinances, 
to hurt in al] the holy mountain, // xi. 9: wafting 


which the church will no more ftand in need of to 
nor deftruiion within thy borders; no more wars, | enlighten, teach and inftruct them, refrefh and ~ 
nor rumours of wars; no more blood fhed; no 


comfort them, having the immediate prefencé of 
more depopulation of cities, nor deftruction of the | Chrift with them, as follows: but the Lord fball 
lives of men; the whore of Rome will have drank | be unto thee an everlafting light ; that is, the Lord 
up her full cup; and the vials of wrath being | Jefus Chrift, the Lamb of God, as it is interpreted 
poured out upon the antichriftian ftates, there will | in the above-cited place in the Revelation; who, as 
be a profound peace, and the greateft profperity | he is the author of the light of nature, and of the — 
every where; efpecially in ‘all thofe places where | light. of grace, fo of the light of glory in ‘this 
the churches of Chrift will be, who will no more | ftate, and to all eternity; then will the faints in — 
_ be expofed to the cruelty of their enemies: dy | this light behold the face of God, which is not to 
thou Jhalt call thy walls falvation, and thy gates, | be feen now ; they fhall fee Chrift in all’his’ glory, 
praife ; or, call falvation thy walls, and praijé thy | in the glory of his Father, and of his holy angels; 
gates*; having no need of any other walls, but | all the glorious forms, the angels of heaven, and 
the falvation of God, temporal and fpiritual ; nor | all the faints, thofe fpirits of juft men made per- 
of any other gates, but the praife that will be in | fect, that fhall come with Chrift, and be clothed ~ 
the hearts and mouths of the faints, on account | with glorious bodies; even the new Ferufalem de- 
of it; tho’ temporal falvation may be included, | fcending from heaven, having the glory of God 
which will be for walls and bulwarks to the | upon her; likewife all the doctrines of grace, now 
church; yet {piricual and eternal falvation is chiefly | not fo clearly underftood ; and all the myfteries of — 
meant, which flows from the invariable’ love of | providence, which will be laid open, and made 
God ; is. founded upon his unalterable purpofe ; | manifeft ; and this clear’ light will continue fo 
fecured in the a&t of electing grace; eftablifhed in one € 


ever; there will be no more night, ‘but onee\ 
the covenant; and completely wrought out by | lafting day: and thy God thy glory; it is the fain 
Chrift, who has vanquifhed every enemy, procured 


glory that God is their God; and it will be 
every bleffing ; and whofe almighty power; as well | glory in this ftate to have the God-man Jefus 
as his divine Father’s, is, and will’ be concerned 


perfonally with them; the tabernacle of G 
for the fafety‘of his people ; who will ‘now be in | be among them; God himfelf fhall be with the 
great numbers'in the gates of Zion; praifing the |and be their God; and his glory fhall lighte 
Lord for eleting, redeeming, ‘calling, pardoning, Sa A 


P them, Rev. xxi. 3, 23. ‘ 
and juftifying grace ; and for the privileges of the | y¥.20. Thy fun Jhall no more go down, 8 
houfe of the Lord they are’ admitted to Sai for | is. 


is a- different fun from the former: this is 

the communion .they have with him there ;  fee| church’s fun, and no other than the fum< 

ch. xxvi. 1,2. The Targum is, ** and they fhall | oufnefs, Chrift Jefus; who has his’ rifings’an 

*¢ proclaim falvation on thy’ walls, and on thy | fettings now, at leaft, in the apprehenfions oi his 

“< gates there fhall be they that praife,” people : he fometimes withdraws himfelf, and is 
: — , shaded : : gone ; 

f Caphtor Uperah, fol. 57. 2. & Emcnomus. h mban TIVO) PROM My sp vocabis 
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gone; and. then, returns again : but fo it will not 
be in. this ftate; the faints fhall be for ever with 
him, and. he fhall be for ever with them; who 
will always behold his glory, and be enlightened 
by him; fee 1, Thef. iv..16, 17, 18: neither shall 
thy moon withdraw itfelf, or, foall not be gathered ', 
under a cloud; or fai/ *, as the Septuagint verfion ; 
or, /uffer a defect, as the Arabic verfion; as the moon 
does when inthe wane, or is eclipfed. This may 
refer to this then prefent ftate of the church, which 
fhall not fail; and to the bleffings and comforts 
of it from Chrift the fun, which will not ceafe, 
nor the enjoyment of them be ever interrupted. 
The Targum is, * thy kingdom fhall ceafe no 
** more, and thy glory fhall not be removed ;” 
and fo Maimonides’ interprets it of the kingdom 
of the Meffiah that fhall endure for ever: for the 
Lord foall be thine everlafting light , this is repeated 
for the confirmation of it: gnd the days of thy 
mourning foall be ended™ ox compleated ; fhall be 
fully up, and fo at an end: or, fhall be recom- 
penfed * ; with an everlafting day of joy and plea- 
fure; there will now be no more fin to diftrefs the 
faints ; no more temptations of fatan to annoy 
them ; no more afflictions either of body or mind 
to trouble them; no more pain, or crying, or 
death ; and fo no more mourning ; forrow and 
fighing will flee away; all tears will be wiped 
from their eyes ; and everlafting joy be upon their 
heads ; fee Rev. xxi, 4. J/. xxxv. 10. 

¥.21, Thy people alfo thall be all righteous, &c.] 
That is, the church’s people, or the members of 
the church ; otherwife the Lord’s people, who are 
truly fo, always were, and ever will be, all righ- 
teous; but fo have not always been the members 
of the churches; when J/rael. was the church of 
God, they were not all righteous; there was only 
a remnant among them, according to the election 
of grace, that were fo; nor in the firft chriftian 
churches were they all fuch, there was a fudas 
among Chrift’s difciples ; Ananias and Sapphira in 
the church at eru/alem, and many in the church 
of Corinth, very diforderly and irregular; and fo 
in all others ; and in all ages fince, there are fool- 
ith virgins among the wife, tares among the wheat, 
and chaff among the corn on the floor; yea even 
in the {piritual reign of Chrift they will not be all 
truly gracious; fome that will have only a form 
of godlinefs, and who, at the clofe of it, will be 
the greater number, and will form the lukewarm 
Laodicean ftate; but in the perfonal reign of Chrift, 
all the members of the church will be righteous, 
thro’ the righteoufnefs of Chrift imputed to them : 
it will be a congregation of righteous perfons, and 
not one finner fhall ftand in it; yea they fhall be 
inherently righteous, perfectly holy, and free from 
fin; none fhall enter into this ftate that defiles ; 
every pot and veffel in Feru/alem fhall be holinefs 
to the Lord, P/i. 5. [i iv. 3. Zech. xiv. 20, 21. 
Rev, xxi. 27. The Fews ° have a faying, that the 
fon of David comes not but in an age in which 
men will be all righteous, or all wicked; in an 
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age in which they will be all righteous, according 
to J/- Ix. 21, but this defigns not his firft, but his 
fecond coming: they fhall inherit the land for ever ; 
not the land of Canaan only ; tho’ perhaps that 
may be the {pot on which, Chrift will defcend, and 
where he will refide; where he was treated with 
contempt and crucified, hete he’ll reign, and reign 
glorioufly ; and the rather, fince when he comes 
with all his faints, his feet will ftand upon the 
mount of Olives, Zach. xiv. 4, 5. but the new 
earth is meant, which Fohn faw, and Peter fays, 
the faints expect according to promife, in which 
tighteoufnefs, men perfectly ee teks fhall dwe!!, 
and none but they, Rev. xxi. 1, 2 Pet. i. 3. 13. as 
alfo it may include a better country, the land 
afar off, the heavenly glory, which will be the in- 
heritance of the faints to all eternity: the branch of 
my planting; in Chrift by election-grace; in the 
likenefs of his death and refurrection by redemp- 
tion grace; and as branches in him, the vine, by 
effectual calling-grace ; and in his church, thro’ 
the miniftry of the word; all which will appear 
true and real; and that they are plants of the 
Lord’s planting, by their being in this church- 
ftate, even in the paradife of God, near to the tree 
of life, the fruit of which they will always partake 
of: the work of my bands; the workmanthip of 
God, curioufly wrought by him ; the effect of his 
mighty power; wholly his own work, and not . 
another’s ; and entirely owing to his great love, 
abundant mercy, and rich grace ; as will be evi- 
dent in this ftate ; this being the day of the Lord 
unto which it is performed, and become perfect ; 
and there will be no more doubts of that matter : 
that I may be glorified; as he will be then in all 
them that believe; and by thefe characters which 
they bear, and are to be afcribed to his power, 
grace and righteoufnefs ; Chrift, and he alone, - 
will be exalted; he will reign before his ancients 
glorioufly, until he delivers up the kingdom ; and 
then God, Father, Son and Spirit will be all in all. 

¥.22. A little one fhall become a thoufand, &c.} 
A fmall family, a little handful of people in all 
ages, fcattered up and down in the world, of no 
efteem and account in it, being all gathered toge- 
ther, that ever were in the world, will appear to be 
thoufands and millions, and fuch a number as no 
man can number, Kev. vil. g: aud a jimall one a 
ftrong nation; a company of weak perfons, perfe- 
cuted by their enemies, and unable to refift them, 
as in the prefent ftate : now there will be a nation 
of them ftrong and mighty; the feeble among 
them fhall be as David, and the houfe of David as 
God, as the angel of the Lord, Zech. xii. 8: I 
the Lord will hajften it in bis time; as there was a 
fixed, appointed time for Chrift’s firft coming, fo 
there is for his fecon¢ coming, when this ftate and . 
difpenfation of things will commence ; and when 
that time comes, it will be deferred no longer; as 
foon as ever it is up, the Lord will haften the ac- 
complifhment of what he has promifed, and who is 
able alfo to perform ; fee 1 Tim. vi. 15. 


1 DN? non colligetur, Montanus, Vitringa; vel recolligetur, Vatablus ; occultabitur, Munfter, Tigurine verfion. 
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CHAP. LXI. 


N this chapter both Chrift and the church are 

introduced fpeaking, in their turns. | It begins 
with the words of Chrift, defcribing his work and 
office ; his qualifications for it; the feveral parts 
and branches of it; and the ends to be anfwered 
by it, ¥. 1, 2, 3. the reparation of the church; 
the feeding it by ftrangers; its being an holy 
priefthood ; its enjoying the riches of the Gentiles , 
its haying honour and joy, inftead of fhame and 
confufion ; its profperity in the work of the Lord, 
and the continuance of its fpiritual offspring among 
the Gentiles, are prophefied of in ¥. 4,5, 6, 7, 8, 9. 
and then the church is reprefented as rejoicing in 
the Lord, on account of her being clothed with 
his righteoufnefs, fo ornamental to her, ¥. 10. and 
the chapter is concluded with a promife of her 
righteouinefs and glory, appearing before all the 
nations of the world; of which the following chap- 
ter is an illuftrious prophecy, y. 11. 


¥.1. The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, , &cc.} 
According to the Zargum, thefe are the words of 
the prophet concerning himfelf; and fo fay Aben 
Ezra and Kimchi, but the latter elfewhere fays », 
they, are the words of the Meffiah, who fhould fay, 
becaufe the Lord hath anointed me, &c. and:another 
of their writers is in a doubt about them ; either, 
fays he, they are the words of the prophet with 
refpect to the Meffiah, or the words of the prophet 
concerning himfelf; but there is no doubt but the 
Meffiah himielf is the perfon fpeaking, 4s appears 
from Luke iv. 17—2r. on whom the Spirit of 
God was not his grace and gifts only, but the 


perfon of the Spirit, the third Perfon in the Tri-| 


nity, equal with the Father and the Son; to whom 
feveral divine actions are afcribed, and to whom 
many things. relating to Chrift are attributed, and 


who is defcribed as-refiding on him, and who, by | 


the Baptift, was. feen upon him, J/- xi. 2. Fobm i. 
2,.33.. the phrafe denotes his continuance with 
him, whereby he was qualified, as man and Me- 
diator, for his office: decaufe ihe Lord bath anointed 
me to preach good tidings to the meck ; not the Lord, 
the Spirit that was. upon, him, for Chrift was a- 
nointed «with. the Holy Ghoft; but Jehovah the 
Father, he was the anointer of Chrift, by whom 
he_was anointed in fome fenfe from. everlatting, 
being invefted by him with the office of Mediator, 
Prov. viii. 21. and in’ the, fulnefs of time, in the 
human. nature, at his birth and baptifm with the 
holy. Spirit, his. gifts and grace, ‘without meafure, 
P/-xly.n7,;-4as x. 38, hence he has the name. of 
Meffiah, or anointed, and from him his people 
have.the anointing which; teacheth all things: and 
hereby he was qualified as.a prophet,. te preach good 
sidings to the meek {uch as are fenfible of fin, and 
~humbled for it; fubmit to the righteoufnefs of 
Chrift; afcribe all they ‘have to the grace of God ; 
and have a mean opinion of themfelves, and pa- 
tiently bear-every afflictidn? or poor, asin Luke iv. 
x8» the poor of this world, -and* as to»their-intel- 
lectuals,~and in {pirit'; Who are fenfible of théir’ 
fpiritual poverty, and feek the true riches, to thefe 
the gofpel is good tidings; and to fuch Chrift preached, 
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good tidings thease the love grace iit metey 
Ings, 1S. ovis ’ 
of God ; concerning ‘peace, pardon, Pigkrestiiaes, 
life and falvation, by himfelf;, concerning the king- 
dom of God, and the things. ‘appertaining ‘to’ it : 
he hath fent. me to bind up the broken hearted, whole 
hearts are fmitten, and made contrite by the Spirit 
}and word of God, and are truly humbled under 
a fenfe of fin; who are cut to the heart, have 
wounded fpirits, and in great pain; thefé Chrift 
binds up, by {peaking comfortably to them; by 
applying his blood; by :difcovering the free and 
full pardon of theirfins ; and for this, as Media; 
tor, he had a miffion and commiffion from his 
Father ; he came not of himfelf, but he fent him: 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of 
“the prifon to.them that are bound; to fach who were 
captives to fin, fatan, and the law, and as it were 
prifoners to them, fhut up by them, and in them, 
and held faft there ;. but, Chrift, as he is the au- 
thor of liberty, obtains it for his people, and 
makes them free with it, fo he proclaims it in the 
gofpel ; a liberty from fin,. from the damning and 
governing power of it; a freedom from the curfe 
and condemnation of the law ; a deliverance from 
fatan, as of a prey from the mighty, or as of pri- 
foners from the prifon-houfe. The allufion is to 
the proclamation of liberty, in the year of jubilee, 
Lev, xxv. 10. fee J/. xlix. 9, The Targum. is, 
‘“* to the prifoners appear in light.” It may be 
rendered, open clear and full light to the prifoners *. 
fo Aben Ezra interprets it; fee the note on Luke 
iv. 18. pay 9 
¥..2. To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, 
&c.] Not an exact year, but time in general; for 
fuch are.wrong, who from hence conclude’ that 
Chrift’s public miniftry lafted but # year, fince it 
is certain, by the pafiovers he kept, that it mui 
be at leaft three or four years ; the whole time of 
Chrift on earth was an acceptable and defirable 
time, what many great perfonages defired to fee, 
and did.not : this time may take in the whole go- 
fpel-difpenfation, which was ufhered in by Chrift = 
the allufion, as before obferved, is to the year of 
jubilee, when there was a proclamation of liberty ; 
of releafe of debts of reftoration of inheritances, 
and of ceffation from work ; all which muft make 
it an acceptable year: and this proclamation was 
made on the day of atonement ; and’ Yarch7 inter, 
prets the phrafe here, of a year of reconciliation; 
or the year of atonement to the Lord, as it may be 
rendered *; this was made by the facrifice of Chi 
and is proclaimed in the gofpel, and makes a m 
confiderable: part of it. It may be.rendered, zé 
year of the good will of the Lord*; a ch w 
the time of Chrift’s coming on earth, to fave me 
and) make peace and reconciliation for ther 
i, 14. and was an acsepiable time indeed; ac ep 
able to the Lord himfelf ; as were the incarna' 
of Chrift, his obedience and righte 
-fufferings and death, his facrifice’z 
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‘made, pardon procured, righteoufnefs brought in, 
and falvation wrought out; all which muft be ac- 
teptable to fuch who are loft, and know it, and 
are fenfible that nothing of their own can fave 
them; fee 1 Tim. i. 15: the day of vengeance of 
our God; when vengeance was taken on fin, in the 
perfon of Chrift,; when he deftroyed the works of 
the devil, the devil himfelf, and fpoiled principa- 
lities and powers ; when he abolifhed death, and 
was the plague and deftruction of that and the 
grave; when he brought wrath to the uttermoft 
on the ews for their rejection of him, who would 
not have him to reign over them; and who will 
take vengeance on antichrift at his fpiritual com- 
ing, and upon all the wicked at the day of judg- 
ment. Kimchi underftands this of the day when 
God fhall take vengeance’ on Gog and Magog. 
Zo comfort all that mourn; that are under afflic- 
tions, and mourn for them; and under a fenfe of 
fin, and mourn for that; who mourn for their 
own fins, indwelling fin, and their many actual 
tranfgreffions ; and for the fins of others, of pro- 
phane perfons, and efpecially profeffors of religion; 
thefe Chrift comforts by his Spirit, by his word 
and minifters, by his promifes, by his ordinances, 
and by the difcoveries of pardoning grace and 
mercy. 
¥. 3. To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, 
&c.] Or, to the mourners of Zion“; fach who are 
of Zion, belong to the church of God, and mourn 
for the corruptions in Zion’s doctrines; for the 
perverfion, abufe, and neglect of Zion’s ordinances; 
‘for the diforders and divifions in Zion; for the 
declenfions there, as to the exercife of grace, and 
the power of godlinefs ; for the few inftances of 
‘converfions there, or few additions to it; for the 
‘earelefihefs, eafe, and Jukewarmnefs of many pro- 
'. feflors in Zion; and for their unbecoming lives 
and converfations. Now one part of Chrift’s work 
is to appoint comfort to fuch; he has appointed it 
in counfel and covenant from eternity; made pro- 
vifion for it in the bleflings and promifes of his 
grace ; he has fet “ or put it in the miniftry of the 
word; he has ordered his miniftring fervants to 
fpeak comfortably to his people; yea, by his Spi- 
rit he puts comfort into the hearts of them, who 
thro’ their unbelief refufe to be comforted ; ‘and 
he has fixed a time when he will arife and have 
mercy on Zion, and bring her into a better’ ftate 
than fhe is now in, when there will be none of 
thefe caufes of complaint and mourning: to give 
-unto them beauty for afbes; in the Hebrew text there 
is a beautiful paronomafia, which can’t be fo well 
exprefled in our language, to give peer for epher* ; 
in times of mourning, it was ufual to put on fack- 
cloth and afhes, Eth. iv. 1, 3. Fob ii. 8, 12. Fon. 
iii. 5, 6. inftead of this, Chrift gives his mourners 
the beautiful garments of falvation, and the robe 
of his righteoufnefs, and the graces of his Spirit, 
and his gracious prefence, together with his word 
and ordinances, and fometimes a large number. of 
converts ; all which, as they are ornamental to his 


yb4 7. 337 


and this is 4 beauty that is not natural to them, 
but is of grace ; not acquired, but given; not fic+ 
titious, but real ; is perfect and compleat, lafting 
and durable, and defired by Chrift himfelf, who 
gives it: the oil of joy for mourning ; oil ufed to 
be poured on the heads of perfons at entertain- 
ments and feftivals, and at times of rejoicing ; and 
fo is oppofed to the ftate of mourners, who might 


not be anointed, as the Fewi/fh commentators ob- 


ferve ; fee Pf. xxiii. 5. Eccl. ix. 7, Matt. vi. 17. 
the grace of the Spirit without meafure, with which 
Chrift was anointed, is called the oil of gladnefs, Pf. 
xlv. 7. and of the fame nature, tho’ not of the 
fame meafure, is the grace which faints have from 
Chrift; the effect of which is joy and gladnefs, even 
joy unfpeakable, and full of glory; which is had 
in believing in Chrift, and thro’ an hope of eternal 
life by him; hence we read of the joy of faith, and 
of the rejoicing of hope: this oil is Chrift’s gift, 
and not to be bought with money; this holy unc- 
tion comes from him ; this golden oil is conveyed 
from him, thro’ the golden pipes of the word and 
ordinances ; is very valuable, of great price, and 
to be defired; and being had, cannot be loft, it is 
the anointing that abides ; ¢he garment.of praife for 
the fpirit of beavinefs ; fach as is in perfons under 
afflictions, or under a fenfe of fin, a load of guilt, 
and expectation of wrath; fuch as have heavy 
hearts, contrite and contracted ¥ ones, as the word 
is obferved to fignify ; for as joy enlarges the 
heart, forrow contracts it; inftead of which, a 
garment of praife, or an honourable one is given ; 
alluding to perfons putting on of raiment fuitable 
to their characters and circumftances, at feafons of 
rejoicing, fuch as weddings, and the like, Zec/. ix. 
7, 8. Matt, xxii. 11, 12. by which may be meant 
here, the robe of Chrift’s righteoufnefs after-men- 
tioned, ¥. 10. fo called, becaufe worthy of praife, 
for the preferablenefs of it to all others, being 
the beft robe; for its perfeétion and purity ; for 
the fragrancy and acceptablenefs of it to God, and 
for its eternal duration ; alfo, becaufe it occafions 
and excites praife in fuch on whom it is put; and 
fuch likewife fhall have praife of God hereafter, 
when on account of it they fhall be received into 
his kingdom and glory: that they might be called 
trees of righteoufnefs ; that is, that the mourners in 
Zion, having all thefe things done for them, and 
beftowed on them, might be called, or be, or ap- 
pear to be, like ¢rees that are well planted, whofe 
root is in Chrift, whofe fap is the Spirit and his 


| grace, and whofe fruit are good works ; and that 


they might appear to be good trees, and of a good 
growth and ftature, and be laden with the fruits 
of righteoufnefs, and be truly righteous perfons, 
made fo by the imputation of Chrift’s righteouf- 
nefs to them: the planting of the Lord; planted by — 
him in Chrift, and in his church, and fo never to 
be rooted out: that be might be glorified, by their 
fruitfulnefs and good works, Fobu xv. 8. Matt. v. 
16. or that he might glorify himfelf, or get him- 
felf glory by them ;° fee the note on ch. Ix. 21. 


_ people, they yield them joy, peace, and comfort : | 


= yy Hand lugentibus Sionis, Junius & Tremellius, sadist Vitringa. So Syr. w 
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-Montanus ; ut ponerem, Munfter, Pagninus. 


¥. 4. 


sw ad ponendum, 
5, the Targum and Vulgate Latin verfion render it, 


a crown for ofes; and the word is ufed for the tire of the head in Ezek. xxiv..17. ‘The Syriac and. Arabic verfions read, for 


ofbes frscet ointment, or oil of gladnefi, joining it to the next clapfe ; and mention bein 
’ Seacchus thinks the allufion is to Crowns of rofes and lilies moiftened with ointment of 


made of oil or ointment there, Fortunatus 
myrrh, and fuch like ointment, which ufed 


“to be wore at nuptial folemnities ; and fo oppofed to afhes put on.the head in times of mourning, which Py! from thence, and 


moiftened 


reverfé. See his Sactor. Eleaochr. Myrothec. 1. 1. ‘c. 28. col. 139, ° 


with tears on the cheeks, were clotted there, and fo expreffed the miferable condition they were in ; 


ut thefe things the 
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* Montanas, Pagninus ; Joco fpiritus contracti, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator; conftri€to, Vatablus, 
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¥. 4. And they hall build the old wajtes, Sic. ] 
‘The captives fet at liberty, and who are called 
trees of righteoufnefs, and the planting of the Lord; 
righteous ané good men, who fhall be employed 
in the fpiritual building of the church in -gofpel- 
times, and efpecially in the latter day; for here 
begins an account of the benefits and bleffings the 
church of Chrift fhould partake of, particularly at the 
time of the calling and converfion of the Fews: after 
having defcribed the work and office of the Mef- 
fiah, and his fitnefs for it, the Holy Ghoft returns 
to the fame fubjeét with the preceding chapter, 
and which is carried on in the next. What is here 
faid was literally true, when the Yews. returned 
from Babylon, and built their ruined houfes and 
cities ; or, at leaft, there is an allufion to it: but 
it refpects either the fetting up of the intereft of 
Chrift, and forming churches in the Gentile world, 
where nothing but blindnefs and ignorance reigned; 
where there were no preaching nor ordinances, but 
all things were in ruin and confufion; as they were 
before the miniftry of the gofpel by the apoftles, 
who were wife mafter-builders, and inftruments of 
converting multitudes, and of raifing churches to 
the honour of the great Redeemer there: or ra- 
ther it refpects the building up of the tabernacle 
of David, that is fallen down, or the church of 
God among the Yews, which will be in the latter 
day, when they are turned to the Lord, wos ix. 
11. and the fame fenfe have all the following ex- 


preffions, they fhall raife up the former defolations, | 


and they foall repair the wafte cities, the defolations 
of many generations; fetting forth the defolate ftate 
and condition of the ews ; their long continuance 
in it, age after age; and their recovery and re- 
{toration, when they fhall become a flourifhing peo- 
ple again, both in civil and fpiritual things. 
¥. 5. And ftrangers fhall fiand and feed your flocks, 
&c.] The feveral congregated churches of Chrift, 
which fhall be fet up among them, compared to 
flocks of fheep, as they often are ; and which fhall 
be fed with knowledge and underftanding, with 
the words of faith and found doétrine,. by paftors 
of the Gentile race; who fhall be raifed up by 
Chrift, and fhall freely, and faithfully, and con- 
ftantly perform the office.they are called unto’; fee 
dis xx. 28: and the fons of the alien foall be-your 
plow-men, .and your vine-dreffers ; the fons of Gen- 


tiles, who were aliens from the commonwealth of 


I/rael, and ftrangers to the covenants of promife, 
Epb. ii. 12. but now being converted and brought 
to the knowledge of, Chrift, and gifted by.-him, 
will be of eminent fervice in -his church ;,.which, 
as it is 'God’s bu/bandry, 1 Cor. iii. 9. fhall be tilled 
and cultivated by them; the fallow-ground: of 
mens hearts fhall be ploughed up by them, ‘with 
the plough of the gofpel, the Lord fucceeding their 
labours ; and the feed of the word fown jin ‘them, 
which, by the blefling of God, fhall take, root, 
{pring up, and bring forth fruit. And. whereas 
the church of God is compared to a vineyard, and 
particular churches of Chrift to vines;.fuch men 
as are called by grace from among’ the Gentiles, 
and have received gifts from Chrift, fhall be the’ 
keepers and dreffers of thefe vines, plant, and 
“prune, and water them, and do every thing re- 
quifite unto themr; fee Cant. ii. 15, and vil. 12. 
and-vili..11, 12. d ccusiaeoas : 


2 YN oblegtabitis, Tigurine verfion. So the Targum. 
Vitringa ; ‘exaltabimini, Muntter, Pagninus. 


they have fuffered reproach, fhall Lie 3 
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¥. 6, But ye fhall be named the priefts of the Lordy 


&c.] Or, and ye fall be named, &c, which Ferm 


underftands of the builders of cities, paftors of 


rs 


flocks, the plowmen and vine-dreflérs, the ftrans |) ° 


gers and the fons of the alien, that the alfo~ 
fhould be called priefts: but rather it defigns the 
“Fews, when they fhall be called and converted, » 
and-when there will be no more the diftin€tion of ) 
priefts and common people, but they fhall all be» 
kings and priefts unto God, a royal priefthood, te ; 
offer fpiritual facrifices to him, all ceremonial ones = 
being at an end: men fhall call you the minifters of 
our God; chriftian men fhall call, own, and ace: 


knowledge you to be the fervants of Chrift, ofa. 
manuel, God with us, having profefied faith in, 
him, and fubmitted to his ordinances: ye /balleat. 


the riches of the Gentiles; converted Gentiles, who 


fhall join themfelves with Few converts in the, 
fame church-ftate ; who fhall bring their wealth 
with them, and with it fupport the intereft /of, 


‘Chrift ; fee ch. lx. 5, 9, 17, 16,'97: or this may 


be underftood of their {piritual riches, the un- 
fearchable riches of Chrift revealed in the gofpel, 
which the Genziles have long pofiefied, but now 
the ews fhall have a fhare with them:. amd.in 
their glory fball you boaft yourfelves, notin being the 
feed of Abraham, as formerly ; in birth-privileges, 
in carnal rites and ceremonies, fuch as circumci- 
fion and others ; but in what is the glory of ‘the 
Gentiles, Chrift himfelf, who is their glory, and 
of whom they glory ; as alfo his: gofpel, and |the 
ordinances of it, which are’ the glory of every-na- 
tion poffefied of them: or, ye fpall delight your- 
felves* 5 in the Lord ; ia communion:and conver- 
fation with his people, and in the enjoyment of the 
privileges of his houfe with them ory ye shail lift 
up or exalt yourfelves, or be exalted*; to the fame 
degree of honour and glory, being all kings, and 
priefts unto God. ; Os 
y. 7. For your foame you fhall have double, &c,] 
Or, for your double foame 5 inftead of being,are- 
proach, a proverb, a taunt, and a curfe, as the 
Fews now are every where; being converted, they'll 
have double honour, both in things civil and reli- 
gious, be in great efteem with Chrift, and-all his 
people: and for confufion they fhall rejoice in their 
portion ; inftead of the confufion and reproach they 
have long lain under; or of that they thall~be 
thrown into, when firft awakened and convinced 
of their fin, of unbelief and rejection of the Meffiah,; 
they. fhall rejoice in Chrift their portion, and:in all 
thofe fpiritual bleffings they will fee themfelves blef- 
fed with in -him; they’ll now have the double por- 


-tion of the firft-born, they once were, and to which 


there may be an allufion, as fome think;.0r, as 
others,: to the double portion of the fpirit of E/- 
jab on Elifoa; they fhall now have the fpirit of 
grace and fupplication poured upon them, andeall 
the gifts and graces of the Spirit beftowed /on 
them, all which will be caufe of joy and rejoice 

to them: <¢herefore in their land they foall pof 
double; not only in the land of the Gens 


honour; but in their own land, the land 

to which they fhall be reftored; they £ 

great plenty of all kind of bleffings, 

{piritual : everlafting joy fhall be unt 

after this they fhall no be carried ca 
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or be difpofiefied either of their civil or religious 
privileges 5: fee chy xxxv. 10, 

y. 8. For I the: Lord love judgment, &c.].To do 
that-which is right and juft himfelf, and to fee 
itdone by others, and therefore he will right the 
wrongs of his people; and-whereas the Fews, tho’ 
they have juftly fuffered his vengeance for their 
fins, yet being reproached and abufed beyond mea- 
fure by the Gentiles, among whom they are. dif- 
perfed; the Lord will look in mercy upon them, 
and will deliver and fave them, and beftow favours 
plentifully on them, as in the preceding verfe : or 
the Lord loves ftrict juftice and real righteoufnefs, 
and will not be put off with an impertect righte- 
nefs in the room of a perfect one, and much lefs 
ait infincere and hypocritical one, fuch as that of 
the unbelieving Fews, the pharifaical fect of them ; 
nothing lefs is acceptable to God, than a. perfect 
righteoufnels, which is adequate to the.demands 
of law and juftice ; and fuch a righteoufnefs is not 
to be found among men, only in his Son Jefus 
Chrift, and with which he is well pleafed, J/. xlii. 
a1: I bate robbery for burnt-offering ; that which 
is ftolen, tho’ ic be converted into a burnt-offer- 
ing: or, with a burnt-offering *; all immorality, 
this being put for the whole, along with ceremo- 
nial facrifices ; as if it could be atoned for by them, 
or would be connived at on account of them: or, 
by burnt-offering ; expiation of theft, or any other 
fin, by the facrifices of the law, being offered up 
without faith in Chrift; and efpecially fince the 
great facrifice, the antitype of them, is offered up; 
and therefore God will have no more offered up, 
they are difpleafing and hateful to him, J/ i. 12, 
13. Heb. x.+55 65:7, 8 : and I will direé? their werk 
in truth; appoint them work and fervice.of a. fpi- 
ritual nature, and direét them, and enable them 


‘ to perform it, in {pirit and in truth, in oppofition 


= 


sbut.of the church, efpecially the. Fewi/b church, 


to the carnal and fhadowy ordinances of the cere- 
mionial law ; fee Fobn iv. 23,24: and I will make 
an everlafting covenant with them, that is, renew 
the everlaiting covenant of grace with them, make 
it manifeft unto them; apply the grace, and be- 
ftow the bleffings of it to, and on them, Rom. xi. 
2552651275 

¥. g. Aud their feed foall be known among. the 
Gentiles, and their offspring among the people, &c.] 
‘Not only the Yews will be converted as a body in 
the Jatter day, but there. will be a fucceffion of 
converts among them in after-ages, and, will be 
known among chriftian Gentiles by their faith, and 
love, and good works, and holy converfation; and 
will be:taken notice of, and acknowledged by them, 
as brethren,» and willbe famous: among them. for 
religion and godlinefs : all that fee them Jfhall ac- 
knowledge them, that they are the feed which the 
Lord hath bleffed;: that they are the. fpiritual feed 
of Abraham, as. well.as his carnal feed, and are 
blefled with. him ;) bleffed with all {piritual | blef- 


fings in Chrift, with faith in him, and with every 
"other grace. 


y.10. I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, &c.] 
Thefe are not the-words of the, prophet {fpoken: in 
his own. perfon, rejoicing in the goodne(s of the 
‘Lord, to his people and countrymen; nor of Chrift; 


-expreffing her joy. for benefits received, as declared 
in the preceding verfes. » The Targum is, ‘* Feru- 
 falem faid, rejoicing I will rejoice.in the word of 
*¢ the Lord ;” not in his word of promife, but in 


ake —ay3 bry rapinam conjun@am holocaufto,. Junius & Tremellius, 


verfion ; qui facerdotem, refert ornaiu, Pilcator. 
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his effential word, his Séri the Mefiahs in his 
perfon, offices, fulnefs, righteoufnefs, and falva-. 
tion: my foul foall be joyful in my God; in Chritt, 
in that he is God, and fo able to fave to the utter- 
moft, and keep from a final and total falling, and 
to preferve fafe to his kingdom and glory: hence 
his perfon is excellent; his blood precious ; his 
righteoufnefs valuable ; and his facrifice efficacious ; 
and all matter of joy to the believer: and who 
alfo rejoices in that he is his God, my God; God 
in our nature; Jmmanuel, God with us; the God- 
man and Mediator, thro’ whom there is accefs 
to God, and acceptance with him; and who ftands 
in near relation to his people, and has.all fulnefs 
to fupply their wants, and makes al! he has theirs ; 
fo that they have great reafon to rejoice in him in-: 
deed. The Targum is, ‘* my foul fhall rejoice in 
‘< the falvation of my God ;” the nature of this 


joy may be collected from the text itfelf: it is not 


a carnal one, or the joy of a carnal man in carnal 
things, it is fpiritual ; nor a pharifaical joy, a re- 


Joicing in a man’s felf, in his own works of righ- 


teoufnefs, for this is iz the Lord; nor is it an hy- 
pocritical one, or only externally, for it is the /oul 
that rejoices ; and it is the joy of faith, or in the 
Lord, as my God; and avery great one it is, joy 
unfpeakable, and full of glory; and is what con- 
tinues, as the matter and ground of it always 
does, as follows: for be hath clothed me with the 
garments of falvation ; with falvation as garments ; 
the falvation of Chrift, which, like garments is 
without men, being wrought out by Chrift ; and is 
brought near, and applied by the Spirit of Chrift ; 
and is all around, and encompafies the faints as 
fuch, and like them beautifies and adorns them, 
and keeps them warm and comfortable, when they 
have the joys of it; and which fecures them from 
the ftorms of divine wrath and vengeance ; and the 
plural number being ufed, may denote the fulnefs 
and compleatnefs of this falvation, from all fin, 
from wrath, hell and damnation, and from every 
enemy : and this is matter of joy to the believer 
interefted in it, and clothed with it ; fince it is a 
falvation fo great ; a garment fo fitting and fuit- 
able, and had at free coft ; and in which the glory 
of all the divine perfections is fo confpicuous, as 
well as it being fo full, compleat and perfect, and 
an everlafting one: he hath covered me with the 
robe of righteoufnefs,; not with her own, thatis a 
rag, and not a robe, and a filthy one too, ch, Ixiv. 
6. and no covering, and is indeed no righteoufnefs, 
properly fpeaking; but the righteoufnefs of Chrift, 
the beft robe, the wedding garment, and change 
of raiment, which, like a robe, is upon believers, 
but not in them; it is in Chrift, and imputed to 
them; it covers their perfons, and their naked- 
nefs, and all their fins, fo as not to be feen with 
the eye of avenging juftice: to clothe and cover 
with it is God’s aét of imputation, and Chrift’s 
application of it by his Spirit, Zach. iii.4. which, 
perceived by the believer, caufes great joy; it being 
all of a piece, like Chrift’s feamlefs robe, and fo 
pure and fpotlefs, fo perfect and compleat, and fo 
rich and glorious: as a bridegroom decketh himfelf 
with ornaments; or, adorns himfelf in a princely or 
prieftly manner *; for the word ufed fignifies both. 
The fenfe is, as a bridegroom puts on the beft 
clothes he has on his wedding-day, and makes the 
appearance of a prince in his richeft robes, or as 


the high-prieft when he had on all his facerdotal 


5 gar- 
4 }MD° facerdotali more. ornabit, Tigurine 
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garments ; the Targum, <‘ as @ bridegroom that 
“ flourifhes in his bride-chamber, and as the high- 
“ prieft who is adorned with his garments 2” and 
as a bride adorneth herfelf with ber jewels, or im- 
plements *; and makes herfelf as fine as fhe can, 
to recommend herfelf to her fpoufe and her friends : 
thus richly and magnificently arrayed is the church 
‘of Chrift, and every believer being clothed with 
his righteoufnefs ; he and they are in the fame re- 
Jation ; he’s the bridegroom, they the bride; and 
they are clothed alike with the garment down to 
the foot; and are righteous as he is righteous ; 
and are herewith as a bride adorned and made ready 
for her hufband ; and the joy at fuch a folemnity 
fitly expreffes the mutual joy of Chrift and his 
church ; fee Rev. xix. 7,8. and xxi. 2. If Iki. 5. 
fo Chrift’s righteoufnefs is compared to a wedding- 
garment, Matt. XXii: 12. 

y. 11. For as the earth bringeth forth ber bud, 
&c.] Of tender grafs in the {pring of the year, 
after a long and cold winter, being well manured : 
gnd as the garden caufeth the things that are fown 
in it to fpring forth, being inclofed, and better 
taken care of, and well watered, and dunged, and 
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cultivated ; feeds fown in fuch a rich foil {pring 
freely, flrongly and conftantly: jo the Lord God 
will caufe righteoufne/s and praife to {pring forth b - 
fore all the nations, that is, the righteoufhefs and ~ 
falvation of his people thro’ Chrift, by which they — 
fhall be juftified and faved; and on account of — 
which they fhall praife the Lord, and thall be to 
honour and praife themfelves, being interefted in 
thofe bleffings in the fight of all the chriftian na- 
tions around them. It refpeéts the converfion of 
the ews, and their juftification and falvation, and 
the fuddennefs of it, and the large numt £ 
them converted, who fhould rife up at once 


‘the buds of grafs out of the earth; and denotes — 


the flourifhing condition in which they thall be, 
like a garden abounding with all manner of flowers 
and fruit ; and fuggefts how full of joy, thank- 
fulnefs and praife to God they fhould be, and how 
honourable in the fight of men; and all this will 
be the Lord’s doing, and owing to his efficacious 
grace. The Targum is, ‘* fo the Lord God will 
** reveal the righteoufneis and praile of Feru/alem, 
** before all. the people.” 


CHAP. LXIL 


r i \HIS chapter is a continuation of the pro- 

phecy of the glory of the church in the 
latter day. The prophet expreffes his earneft de- 
fire for it, and his full affurance of it, y. 1, 2. 
which fhould lie in a new name, by which fhe 
fhould be called, and in her being a glorious 
crown and diadem in the hand of the Lord, y. 2, 
3, 4. in having her fons with her, and the Lord 
rejoicing over her, ¥. 5. in having watchmen on 
her walls, and fuch as are the Lord’s remembrancers 
in the midft of her, ¥. 6,7. in plenty of food, 
y¥. 8,9. in the coming of the Saviour, and in the 
gathering of elect Geniiles, both to him and her, 
VEO, Vy b2. 


y. t. For Zions fake will I not hold my peace, and 
Sor Ferufalems fake I will not reff, &c.] By Zion 
and Ferufalem, the church in gofpel-times is, meant, 
as it often is in this book, and elfewhere; fee Hed. 
xii. 22. for whofe glory, profperity and fafety a 
concern is here exprefled. Some take them to be 
the words of God himfelf, as the Targum and Kim- 
chit ; who feems to be filent and at reft, and even as 
it were afleep, when he does not arife and exert him- 
felf on the behalf of his people; but here he de- 
clares he would not be as one filent and at reft, 
nor let the kingdoms and nations of the world be 
at reft, until the deliverer of his people was come, 
either Cyrus the type, or Chrift the antitype : others 
take them to be the words of J/rael in captivity, 
as Aben Ezra; tho’ he afterwards obferves, they 
are the words of God, or of the church of God, 
foliciting her own reftoration, profperity and glory: 
but they are the words of the prophet, .expref- 
fing his great love and affection for the church, 
and his importunate defire of her happinefs, inti- 
mating that he would never leave off praying for 
it till it was compleated ; fot that he expected to 


live till the Meffiah came, or to fee the glory of 


the latter day, and of the church in it; but the 
fenfe is, that he would continue praying for it 
without ceafing as long as he lived, and he knew 
his prayers and his prophecies would live after he 
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was dead ; and that there would be perfons raifed 
up in the church that would fucceed him in this 
work, till all the glorious things promifed and pro- 
phefied of fhould be accomplithed : umtil the righ- 
teoufne/s thereof go forth as brighinefs ; meaning 
either till the church’s innocence is made as clear 
as the brightnefs of the fun at noon-day, and fhe 
is vindicated from the calumnies and reproaches 
caft upon her, and open vengeance is taken on her 
enemies by the Lord, from whom her righteoufnefs 
is, and by whom her wrongs will be righted; or 
until the righteoufhefs of Chrift, which is by im- 
putation her righteoufnefs, is wrought out by him, 
and revealed in the gofpel, and fhe appears to all _ 
to be clothed with it, as with the fun, Rev. xii. 1. 
which will be the cafe when to her fhall be given . 
to be arrayed openly with that fine linen, clean and 
white, which is the righteoufnefs of the faints, and 
will be the time of heropen marriage to the Lamb, 
Rev. xix..7, 8, 9: and the falvation thereof as a lamp 
that burneth ; which gives light, and is feen afar 
off; her open deliverance from all her enemies, 
pagan, papal and mahometan; and her falvation. 
by Jefus Chrift, which will be more clearly pub- 
lifhed in the gofpel-miniftry in ‘the latter-day, and 
more openly jeen and enjoyed in the effeéts of it. 
The Vulgate Latin verfion of this and the preceding 
claufe is, ‘¢ until her.righteous one goes forth as 
“ brightnefs, and her Saviour as a 1 that 
“¢ burneth ;” meaning Chrift the righteous, and 
the Saviour of his body the church, who in his 
firft coming was as a burning and. fhining light, 
even like the fun, the light of the world 
whofe {piritual coming will be in fuch a gloriou 
manner, that he will deftroy antichrift vy ith th ¥ 
brightnefs of it, and is therefore v efirable. 
2Theff. ii. 8. The Targum of the ane! 
“ J work falvation for Zion, I wil 
‘* the people ; and till confolation ¢ 
* falem, 1 will not let the kingdom: 
“ light is revealed as the morning 


“ce tion as a lamp that burneth. Suis thw w 
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Ch. Ixii, ¥. 2—4. 


¥.2. And the Gentiles hall fee thy righteou/nefs, 
&c.] The innocence of her cafe, and the juftnefs 
of her caufe, and the vengeance took on her ene- 
mies, all being fo clear as before declared ;: as well 
as her juftifying righteoufnefs, which being pub- 
lifthed in the gofpel to the Gentiles, they fhall fee 
it, embrace it, and fhall be juftified by it, Rom. i. 
17. and ili. 30. or, thy righteous one, as the Vul- 
gate Latin verfion, Chrift: and all kings thy glory; 
or, thy glorious one, as the fame verfion; her Lord 
in whom fhe glories, and who is a glory to her, 
whom kings fhall fall down before. and worfhip, 
Pf, \xxii. 10, 11. or the glorious ftate of the church, 
which fhall draw the eyes of kings unto it, and 
who fhall promote it by bringing their glory into 
it, I ix. 1,2, 3. and xlix. 23. Rev. xxi. 24. Vi- 
tringa thinks all this refers to the times of Con/tan- 
tine, before which kings had not feen the glory of 
the church, nor had fhe feen kings fubject to her ; 
but now they began to fee the glory of the king- 
dom of Chrift: but it is better to interpret it of 
the latter day, when not only kings fhall begin to 
fee, not a few of them, but all in general fhall fee 
it: and thou foalt be called by anew name, which 
the mouth of the Lord fhall name, either Jehovah 
Shammah, the Lord is there; his prefence being 
among his church and people at this time in a re- 
markable manner, Ezek. xlviii. 35. or Jehovah our 
righteoufnefs ; this being moft clearly revealed as 
before obferved, Fer. xxiii. 16. or Chrift, to whom 
the is fo clofely united, and fo nearly allied, as to 
have his name on her, 1 Cor. xii. 12. or the church, 
and church of God, and of Chrift, names only to 
be met with in the New Teftament, and under the 
gofpel-difpenfation ; or the name of chriftians from 
Chrift, As xi. 26. or, as is more commonly: re- 
céived, the name of the fons of God, which the 
church of converted “fews fhall have in the latter 
day, when the name of Lo-ammi is taken off from 
them, Hof.i. 10. and to this paffage there may be an 
allufion in Rev. ii. 17. and iii. 12. This name is 
a new name; a renewed one, at the time of rege- 
neration and faith, which was anciently provided 
in predeftination, and beftowed in the covenant of 
grace ; a renowned one, better than that of fons 
and daughters of the greateft potentates, and at- 
tended with various privileges ; a wonderful name, 
an inftance of marvellous grace in God, who ftood 
jn no need of adopted ones, and to them fo un- 
worthy of it; and which is ever new, and will 
always continue; this blefling of grace is of God, 
and not of men, and is to be afcribed to the grace 
of God, Father, Son and Spirit. Kimchi makes 
this new name to be Hephzibab, ¥. 4. not amifs. 

¥. 3. Thou foalt alfo be a crown of glory in the 
hand of the Lord, &c.] ‘The church and her mem- 
bers are glorious in themfelves, thro’ the righte- 
oufnefs of Chrift put upon them; thro’ the grace 
of Chrift wrought in them; and thro’ the honour 
they are raifed unto,. being made kings and priefts 
unto God, all which will be more manifeft in the 
latter day: and they are a glory to the Lord; 
there’s a glory arifes to him. from their election, 
redemption, fanctification, and glorification, and 
from the afcriptions of glory made unto him; and 
they are regarded by him as a crown is by a 

ince; as a crown of maffy gold, ftuck with 
jewels, is rich and valuable, fo are they in the eyes 
of Chrift; they are dear and precious to him; 
high in his efteem; which he won’t fuffer to be 
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trampled-upoh, or to be taken away from him, no 
more than a prince will fuffer his ¢rown to be fo 
ufed or Joft: and thefe are iz his band as fuch; 

which !he holds: in his hand; and looks at with 

pleafure and delight, and which he: preferves’ and 
keeps fafe and fecure: or, by she band of the Lord's 

and then the fenfe is, that the church and its mem- 

bers fhould become fo glorious, thro’ his hand com 

municating grace and glory to them, thro’ the ope- 
rations of his hand, and the wonderful effects of 
his power on them: and a royal diadem in the band 
of thy God; the fame’ thing expreffed in different 

wen for the further confirmation and illuftration. 
of it. 

¥. 4. Chou foalt no more be termed, forfaken, &c.] 

That is, of the Lord her God, as fhe had feemed 
to be to others, and thought to be fo by herfelf, 

I. xlix. 14, not having is much of his gracious 
prefence as is defirable ; fenfible communion with 
him being withheld ; the word and ordinances not 
owned and blefled, or very little ; and few fouls 

converted; and the intereft of Chrift, labouring 
under many difficulties and difcouragements, under 
the reproaches and perfecutions of men, and fo 
looked as if forfaken of God; but in the Jatter 
day all thefe complaints fliall be removed; and the 
prefence of God will be very manifeft in his. 
churches, and among his people ; and they’ll ap+ 
pear to be his care and charges; fee ch. lx. 15: 
neither fhall thy land any. more be termed, defolate ; 
as the Gewtile world was before the preaching of 
the gofpel in it; and as the land of [raed now is; 
and the Fewi/h people are, having rejected the Mef- 
fiah, and continuing in impenitence and unbelief ; 
and as the church of Chrift is, when the word and 
ordinances are neglected, or little fuccefs attends 
them ; but now more fhall be the children of the 


defolate, than of the married wife; many fouls 


fhall be born again in Zion, and many fons and . 
daughters brought there, and brought up there, 
and therefore fhall not be called defolate, J/ xlix.: 
19, 20, 21. and liv. 1: but thou fhalt be called 
Hephzibah, and thy land, Beulah; the former of 
thefe was the name of Hezekiah’s mother, 2 Kings 
Xxi. 1. and a-fit name for the church of Chrift, 
who is pleafant to him for delights, Cant. vii. 6. 
and the latter well agrees with her being married 
to Chrift. The meaning of thefe names is ex- 
plained in the next claufe ; or the reafon of their 
being given: for the Lord delighteth in thee, and 
thy land is married; the former explains Hephzibah, 


which fignifies, my delight is in her, Chrift de- 


lighted in his church from everlafting, as they 
were the objects of his own, and his Father’s love; 
as chofen in him, and given to him as his fpoufe 
and bride, Prov. viii: 31. and he delights in them 


in. time, as clothed with his righteoufneis, wafhed in’ 


his blood, and adorned with the graces of his Spirit ;. 


he delights in their company, to hear their voice, 


and fee their countenance; they are the excellent 
in the earth, in whom is all his delight, P/ xvi. 2. 
and he will delight, in them hereafter, in the fpi- 
ritual reign, when he will glorify and beautify 
them, and make them an eternal excellency, ch. Ix. 
, 13,15. and in the ; nal reign, when the 

fad bene a bride ae ie hufband, aan 
his’ tabernacle fhall be among them, and he'll reign 
with them, and they with him ; during which time 
he?ll be prefenting them to himfelf, and delighting 
in them, as a glorious church, without fpot or 

> 
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wrinkle, or any fuch thing, Rev. xxi. 2, 3. Eph. v.. 
27. and in heaven to all eternity. The latter claufe 
explains Beulah, which fignifies married, as the 
church fecretly was to Chrift from all eternity ; in 
the latter day the efpoufals of her to him will be 
more open and manifeft ; then the marriage of the 
Lamb will be come, and_ it will more clearly ap- 
pear that fhe is in fuch a flate, by the numerous 
converts in her, or fons and daughters that will be 
born in her to Chrift, both of ews and Gentiles, 
Rev, xix. 7, 8. Jf Ixvi. 8... 
¥.5. For as a young man marrieth a virgin, fo 
frail thy fons marry thee, &c.] As a young, man, 
having married a virgin, poffefles and enjoys her, 
and lives and dwells with her in great. harmony 
and love, having a delight and complacency in her, 
there being a fuitablenefs in her perfon and age ; 
fo thofe that are born in Zion, and brought up 
there, have communion with the church, and en- 
joy the ordinances of it; dwell and continue with 
her, and delight in her fellowfhip, ways and wor- 
fhip ; and have their hearts knit in love to her, 
profefling the fame faith, joining in the fame wor- 
fhip, and walking with her in all the command- 
ments and ordinances of the Lord. So the Septua- 
gint and Vulgate Latin verfions render it *, as a 
young man dwells with a virgin, fo ihy fons fhall 
dwell in thee ; as does the Targum in like manner ; 
and fo ‘farchi interprets it; for it feems exceeding 
difagreeable for fons to marry their mother; nor 
can there be an allufion to fuch an inceftuous prac- 
tice; rather it fhould be rendered, @s a young man 
hath a virgin, thy fons foall have thee"; have union 
to, and communion with the church, and fhare in all 
the pleafures, privileges and immunities of it: aud 
as the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, fo fhall thy 
God rejoice over thee, Chrift is the Lord God of 
his church and people; Jmmanuel, God with us ; 
and he ftands in the relation ef a bridegroom to 
them, and they in the relation of a bride to him; 
and as fuch he rejoices over them with exceeding 
great joy, and that to do them good; fo he re- 
joiced over them from all eternity, when firft be- 
trothed to him; and fohe does in time, in redemp- 
tion: this was the joy fet before him, which ani- 
mated him to bear the crofs, and defpife the fhame 
of it; namely, that thofe would be redeemed, and 
faved by him, and brought to glory; he rejoices 
at the converfion of them, and will prefent them 
to himfelf with joy in the fpiritual and perfonal 
reign, and to his Father at the laft day ; and par- 
ticularly, what is meant here, there will be fuch a 
profufion of bleffings on the church in the latter 
day, as will abundantly fhew the joy of Chrift in 
his people. 
_ ¥. 6.1 have fet watchmen upon thy walls, O Fe- 
rufalem, &c.] Not angels, as arch: ; nor kings, as 
Kimchi ; nor princes and civil magiftrates, as others ; 
nor the mourners in Ziou, as Aben Ezra; but mini- 
flers of the gofpel; as the prophets of the Old Te- 
ftament are called watchmen, Jf xxi. 11, 12. Ezek. 
iii. 17, fo minifters of the New, J/. lii. 8. who are 
to watch in all things over themfelves, and for the 
fouls of men; for their good, and to guard them 
againft that which is evil, pernicious and dan- 
gerous, both in. principle and practice, 2 Tim. iv. 
5. Heb, xiii. 17. The allufion is to watchmen on 
the walls of cities, whofe bufinels is to keep their 
place and ftand, and not move from it; to look 
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out diligently, and defcry an enemy, or amy: ap- 
proaching danger, and give notice of it; and:to 
defend the outworks of the city; and repel:the 
enemy ;: all which requires courage, conftancy, vi- 
gilance and fobriety. The church isa city, and a 
walled one ; God himfelf is a wall about her 5 fal- 
vation by Chrift is as walls and bulwarks to: her ; 
and minifters of the gofpel are fet for the defence 
of her: this is an ordinance and appointment of 
God; thefe watchmen are not of mens. fetting, 
nor do they take this office to themfelves ; but-are 
placed in it by the Lord, who makes them able 
minifters, qualifies them for watchmen, and. en- 
ables them to perform their work, and whichvis 
an inftance of the love of God to his church, and 
of his care of. it: which foall newer bold their peace 
day nor night; as the living creatures, in Rev. ive 8. 
which are an emblem of gofpel-minifters; who are 
always to be employed, and to be continually pray- 
ing or preaching ; the two principal branches of 
their miniftry, 47s vi. 4. they are not to be filent, 
but either praying in private or in public for di- 
rection and affiftance in their meditations; for fup- 
ply of the gifts and graces of the Spirit: in their 
miniftrations, and for fuccefs in their work; and 
that all bleffings of grace might defcend on thofe 
to whom they minifter: or elle preaching the go-~ 
fpel ; being conftant in feafon, and out of feafon ; 
frequently inculcating the doctrines of Chrift ; con- 
{tantly affirming thefe things; ever informing, in- 
ftruéting, and exhorting the people. It was44- 
Jjiin’s with, that death might find him either pray- 
ing or preaching : ye that make mention of the Lord, 
keep not filence,; fome take this to be an addrefs to 
the fame perfons ; and they may be deferibed as 
fuch, that make mention of the Lord in their mi- 
niftrations; of the grace and love of God the Fa- 
ther; of the perfon, office, and grace of Chrift; 
and of the operations of the Spirit: or, as he re- 
membrancers of the Lord‘, as it may be rendered; 
that put men in mind of the Lord; of what he 
has done for them, and is unto them; of the doc- 
trines of the gofpel refpecting him, and of their 
duty to him, and to one another, and to all men; 
and who put the Lord in mind of his promifes to 
his people, and prophecies concerning them, to 
fulfil them: but I rather think another fett of men 
are meant, even members of churches, as diftinét 
from minifters ; who make mention of the Lerd 
to one another, in private conference with each 
other; of his gracious dealings with them, and 
favours beftowed upon them; and who makemen- . 
tion of him in their prayers to him, and praifes! of 
him ; and who fhould not keep filence, but’ pray 
without ceafing, even always, and not faint, Luke 
Xvili, 1. 1 Theff.v. 17. ; y to Yarig 

¥.7. And give bim no ref, &c.] Not let him 
alone, as he defired that Mofes would, but wreftle 
with him as Facob did, and not let him go without 
the blefling; be importunate with him, as the 
widow with the unjuft judge; and be inceffant in 
prayer: until he efablifh ; his church; which, tho” 
founded by him, and built upon the fure founda- 
tion of his laying, upon a rock, againft which the 
gates of hell cannot prevail; yet, as to its out- 
ward ftate, is fometimes fluctuating and unftable, 
it is not always in the fame place, nor in the fame 
circumftances ; but in the latter day it will be efta- 
blifhed on the top of the mountains, and will be 
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a tabernacle that fhall not be taken down’; which 
is the Lord’s work to do, and which he has’ pro- 
mifed ; and therefore may be ‘prayed for in faith, 
nor fhould faints ceafe praying till it is done, J ii. 
2. and’ xxxiii, 20. Pf. xlviii. 2. and Ixxxvii. 5: 
and till be make Ferufalem a praife in the earth; 
matter of praife; till the church and its members 
become famous in the world, and fhall be praifed 
“by men, and God fhall be praifed for their fakes ; 
for the purity of gofpel-doétrines and ordinances ; 
for unity in worfhip; for cordial love and affection 
to each other; for holinefs of life and converfa- 
tion; for number, and for figure, converts nu- 
merous, and many of thefe creat perfonages ; when 
what is now to its difcredit and difpraife will be re- 
moved § all falfe doctrine, or mixtures of it; the 
many fects and parties which go by the chriftian 
name; the fad divifions and animofities among 
them; the impure lives of many profeffors ; the 
fmall number of real chriftians ; their meannefs 
and poverty. 

¥.8. Lhe Lord hath fworn by his right-hand, and 
by the arm of bis ftrength, &c.] By Chrift, fay 
fome, who is the arm of the Lord, the power of 
God, by whom he made the world, and upholds 
all things ; but tho’ he fometimes is faid to fwear 
unto him, and concerning him, yet is never faid 
to fwear by him; rather the attribute of omnipo- 
tence is here defigned; as God is fometimes faid 
to fwear by his holinefs, fo here by his almighty 
power; the confideration of which itfelf is a great 
encouragement to faith, to believe the fulfilment 
of promifes, becaufe God is able; but his fwear- 
ing by it, is a further confirmation of it; it is as 
if he had faid, let me not be thought to be the 
omnipotent God Iam, if I do not do fo and fo ; 
or as fure as I have fuch a right-hand, and arm of 
ftrength, what follows fhall certainly be accom- 
plithed: furely Iwill no move give thy corn to be 
meat for thine enemies, and the fons of the ftrangers 
fhall not drink thy wine for the which thou haft la- 
éoured ; this was threatened to the people of J/rael, in 
cafe of finning againft God, and revolting from 
him ; and was accomplifhed in the times of their 
captivity in Babylon, Deut. xxviii. 33. Fer. v. 17. 
but here it is promifed, and the ftrongeft affurance 
given, it fhould be fo no more; which cannot re- 
fpect the deliverance of the Fews from the Bady- 
lonifo captivity ; for it is certain, that after that 
their enemies did eat their corn, and drink their 
wine; the Romans came and took away their city 
and nation as they feared, and all their good things ; 
wherefore this muft refer to future times, to times 
yet to come, when this people being converted, 
fhall be reftored to their own land, and enjoy great 
plenty of good things, and never more be diftur- 
bed by their enemies: tho’ all this may be under- 
ftood in a fpiritual fenfe of the corn and wine of 
the gofpel, and the miniftration of it; which was 
firft provided for them, and they were invited to 
partake of it; and in preparing which the apo- 
files and firft minifters of the word, being Jews, 
laboured ; but they, rejecting it, it was carried to 
the Gentiles, who had been their enemies, and were 
aliens from the commonwealth of J/rae/, which they 
gladly received and fed upon ; but now it is pro- 
mifed, that the gofpel being again brought unto 
them, fhould no more be taken from them, but 
ever continue with them; even all the means of 


* Jaks TSPD femite cam lapidibus, Vatablus, Forerius, Gataker. 
and en Mglech ; but is difliked by Gufletius, Ebr, Comment. p. 569... 
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grace, and ordinances of the gofpel, for thé coth- 
fort and refrefhment of their fouls. ; 

¥. 9. But they that have gathered it, fhall eat it, 
and praife the Lord, &c.] That is, the corn ; 
they who have manured. the land, fowed feed in 
it, reaped it when ripe, gathered it in its feafon ; 
thefe fhall eat the fruit of their labours, and praife 
the Lord for it, acknowledge his bounty and good- 
nefs to them; for notwithftanding all the diligence, 
induftry, and labour of men, it is thro’ the blef- 
fing of the Lord, and owing to his favour, that 
they have bread, and a fufficiency of it, to eat; 
which when they have, they fhould be thankful 
for it, Deut. viii. 10: and they that have brought 
it together, fhall drink it in the courts of my boline/s + 
that is, the wine they fhall drink; having planted 
vineyards, and gathered the grapes when ripe, and 
brought them to the wine-prefs, and there made 
wine of them ; they fhall drink it at a proper time 
and place: the allufion is to the priefts and Levites 
eating and drinking holy things, within the com- 
pafs and bounds of the temple; and may fignify 
the converted Fews, partaking of the gofpel and 
gofpel-ordinances in the houfe of God, as well as 
the Gentiles, being all now made priefls unto God. 
The Arabic verfion interprets it of perfons gathered, 
that fhould eat and drink. The Targum is ex- 
prefs, they that gather the corn in, and they-that 
prefs the wine. , 

y. 10. Go through, go through the gates, &c.] 
Opén them, and keep them open for perfons to 
enter in; meaning not the gates of Feru/alem, 
which thofe in it fhould open for the reception of 
the Fews returning from Babylon, tho’ there may 
be an allufion to it; but the gates of the- church 
in the latter day, which fhall ftand open night and 
day, that converts, who fhall flock unto it, may 
enter in thereat, whether Fews or Gentiles, fee If. 
Xxvi. I, 2, and lx. 11: prepare you the way of the . 
people; caft up, caft up the high way, for the peo- 
ple of the Fews, or the Gentiles, by the deftruction 
of the eaftern and weftern antichrift, and by the 
preaching of the gofpel ; by which means way will 
be made for the kings of the eaft, and for thé eaftern 
kingdoms being converted, and becoming the king- 
doms of our Lord, and his Chrift; fee Rev. xvi. 
12. and xi. 15: gather out the ftones; all things 
that offend, that are a ftumbling block to Fews, 
Pagans, and Mahometans, and hinder them em- 
bracing the chriftian religion ; as errors, herefies, 
{chifms, falfe doétrines, and falfe worfhip, idola- 
try, and fuperftition. archi thinks there is a re~ 
{pect to the corruption of nature; and fo the Tar- 
gum interprets it, the thought of the evil imagi- 
nation, which is as a ftone: or, pitch or ftrow it 
with ftones * ; that is, the high-way; pave it with 
them, becaufe of the clay, that fo it may be a 
good way for paflengers: /ift up a flandard for the 
people ; that they may know where to come or go; 
this is to be underftood of the preaching of the 
gofpel, and of lifting up Chrift as a ftandard or 
enfign in it, to whom the people might be direét- 
ed, invited, and encouraged to come; fee ch. xi, 
10. The Zargum is, “ the prophet faid, pafs by, 
«¢ and return thro’ the gates; turn the heart of 
‘¢ the people to the right way ; publifh ood things 
“* and comforts to the righteous, who remove the 
* thought of the evi imagination, which was as a 
“¢ ftone of ftumbling; lift up a fign to the people.” 

yerr. 


So many Jewifh writers, R. Jonah, R. Jofeph Kimchi, 
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y. 144 Behold the Lord'bath proclaimed unto the 


end of the world, &c.] This is not to be inter-_ 


preted. of the proclamation by Cyrus, giving liberty 
to the people of the Yews to return to their own 
land, for that did not reach to the end of the 


world; but of the proclamation of the gofpel, 


which, as when firft. publifhed, the found of it 
went into all the earth, and the words of it to the 
ends of the world, Rom. x. 18. So it-will be in 
the latter day, when it fhall be preached to all na- 
tions, from one end of the world to the other, 
Rev. xiv. 6. Say ye to the daughter of Zion, behold 
thy falvation cometh ; or thy Saviour’, or thy Re- 
deemer, as the Targum, Septuagint, Vulgate Latin, 
Syriac, and Arabic verfions; and which .is to be 
underftood not of his firft coming, or of his in- 
carnation, tho’ that is fometimes foretold in much 
fuch language, Zech. ix. g. and the fame. things 
are faid of -him with refpeé& to that, as follows : 
behold his reward is with him, and his work before 
him fee the note on ch, xl. 10. but of his {piri- 
tual coming, of which notice is given to the church, 
the, congregation of Ziov, as the Targum renders it, 
who will come in a fpiritual manner, and do a 
great work in the world; deftroy antichrift; con- 
vert Fews and Gentiles; take to himfelf his great 
power and reign; and give a reward to his feryants 
the prophets, his faints, and them that fear his 
name, 2 Theff. ii. 8. Rev. xi. 15—18, and xxii. 
12. \The-Zargum is, “ behold a reward to them 
¢ that do his word is with him, and all their 
‘¢ works are manifeft before him.” The word de- 
hold is, three times ufed in this verfe, to raife at- 
tention to what is faid, and as pointing out fome- 


thing wonderful, and to exprefs the certainty of 


it. 

¥. 12. And they fhall call them the boly people, 
&c.] For whom the way is prepared, to whom 
the ftandard is lifted up, .and the proclamation 
made, and who upon it-are gathered in to Chrift 
the Saviour, and to the church: thefe fhall be 
called, by men that know them, have a fpirit of 
difcerning, and are capable of judging, she holy 
people; a people feparated and fet apart for God, 
for his fervice and glory; chofen to be a fpecial 
people, above all the people of the earth; chofen 
thro’ fanétification of the Spirit, and to holinefs 
here and, hereafter, and fo fanctified by God the 
Father, as in Jude, ¥. x. and in confequence of it, 
are made holy by the Spirit of God, in effectual 
vocation ; they are not holy by nature, nor by 
their own power, but by the grace of God, who 
calls them. with an holy. calling, and to holinefs, 
and’ implants principles of grace and holinefs in 
them, fo that they are truly and really fo, This 
character. refpects the church and its members in 
the latter day, when every one that remains in fe- 
rvufalem, and every pot and veffel there, fhall be 


CHAP. LXIIIL. 


"Ts chapter contains a prophecy. of the ven- 


geance of Chrift upon the enemies, of his. 


church in the. latter day, whereby compleat falva- 
tion would be obtained for them; and this illu- 
{trated by the mercies of God to the people of 
J/rael of old; and is concluded with the church’s 
prayer, to him. The account of the vengeance 
taken by Chrift on his enemies, is introduced by 


* “YU tuus Salvator, V.L. Munfter, Tigurine verfion. 
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holmefs to the Lord; yea, that thall be upon the - 
‘bells of the horfes, J. iv. 3. Zech. xiv. 20, 212 
the redeemed of the Lord, which character includes 
the blefling of redemption, from whence the deno-— 
mination is, which is a blefling of a fpiritual na- 
ture; the redemption of the foul from fin, fatan,, 
the law, its curfe, and condemnation, and fror 
all enemies ; a blefiing early in the heart of God ; 
contrived by his infinite wifdom; fecured in the 
covenant ef grace; wrought out by Chrift, is & 
plenteous one, containing various bleflings of grace 
in it, and in its effects and confequences, of ar 
eternal duration: this character is alfo exprelive ae 
| Chrift, as the author of the above bleffing : thefe 
are not redeemed by themfelves, nor by their friends, 
nor by men, nor by angels, but by the Lord; who, 
as man, is the near kinfman of his people, and 
has the right to redeem; as God, he is mighty 
and able to redeem them; and who by his precious 

| blood has obtained redemption for them; fo that 
the has a property in them, which is afférted in 
)this character; they are not their own, nor any 
others but his, a. peculiar people, redeemed from 
among men, the {pecial favourites of heaven; and: 
who, in confequence of it, are called, and kept, 
and faved with an everlafting falvation: afd thou 
Joalt be called, fought out ; thou, daughter of Zion, 
or the church of God, confifting of eleét, ‘re~ 
deemed, and called ones; fuch as are fought out 
of the ruins of the fall, among the men of the 
world, and duft of the earth; found in a very mi~ 
ferable condition, ufuatly by means of the gofpel,. 
and by Chrift, who knows them well, where they, 
are, and what the time of finding them, and can 
call them by name, and does; all which is the 
fruit and effect of his love unto them: tho’ this, 
character may chiefly refpeét the notice that will be 
taken of the church in the latter day; whereas fhe 
has been Zion, whom no man feeks after, Fer. 
Xxx, 17. now fhe fhall be fought and flocked unto 
by all nations, and by great perfonages, even by 
‘the kings and princes, of the earth, J/. ii. 2. and 
}-xlix, 23. and lx. 9: a@ city not forfaken, the city. 
of the living God, of which faints are fellow-ci- 
tizens, confilting of many perfons, in good and 
flourifhing circumftances, and which fhall not be 
forfaken of men, as it has been, ch. Ix. 15. but 
fhall be filled with converts, both Jews and Gen- 
tiles ; nor forfaken of God, but fhall enjoy his gra~ 
cious prefence, and fenfible communion with him in 
his ordinances ; nor fhall any of its true members, 
be forfaken, or the work of grace in them; they. 
fhall none of them perifh, but have everlafting lifes 
fo that here is a clufter of glorious doétrines, in 
their order and connexion one with another: elec- 
tion in the firft character; redemption in the fee. 
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cond; effectual vocation in the third; and final per- 
| feverance in the laft. mae oo. 
a gine a ty 
| colloquy between him and his church; who pe 
a queftion, in which he is deferibed by the places. 
from, whence he came, by his apparel, and by his 
manner of walking ; to which he returns an an~_ 
fwer, y. I. then a fecond queftion is p It, about. 


the colour of his garments ; for which h gives a. 
reafon, ¥. 2, 3. it being the time of his ea 


on his enemies, and of the redemption of his . 
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“ple, y. 4. the manner in which he performed both | Lord, accordirig to Dan. xii. t. atid then quotes the 


is obferved, ¥. 5. and the thorough work he would’ 
‘make; and thé entire riddance of all his enemies 
is determined upon, y.°6.: which, puts the:prophet 
-or the church"in mind of former mercies *beftowed 
‘upon J/rael of old, the peculiar people and children 
‘ot God, the Lord had a great opinion of, and fa- 
vour for, whoim he dealt:very tenderly with, and 
fedeemed, and faved, and ‘preferved, y. 7, 8, 9. 
tho’ they acted an ungrateful part, to him,. which, 
vis aggravated by the various kind iteps of provi- 
dence, in leading them thro’ the Red-Sea, guiding 
‘them in the wildernefs; and bringing them‘to refit 
fafely in Canaan’s land, for his own glory, ¥. ro, 
11, 12, 13,14. and all is clofed with the church’s 
prayer to God, imploring his grace and mercy; 
pleading: relation to him ; expoftulating with him 
about their prefent cafe, and! obferving the: dif- 
ference between them and their enemies, ¥. 15, 
©16,.17, 18, tg. and which prayer is continued in 
the’next chapter. 


y. 1. Who is this that cometh from Edom, with 
dyed garments from Bozrab ?'&c.| Thefe are not 
the words of the angels at the time of Chrift’s’af- 
-cenfion to heaven ; or of the people of J/rael ; but 
“rather of the prophet, or of the church he repre- 
fents ; by whom this queftion is put, not con- 
cerning Michael the archangel returning from fight- 
ing the king of Perfia, tor what has Edom and 
Bozrah to do with Perfia ? nor concerning Fudas 
-Maccabeus, in whofe times it feems a victory was 
“obtained over the Edomites : the defcription is too 
grand and auguft to agree with any mere man ; 
rather therefore it-is to be underftood of God him- 
felf taking vengeance on the wicked, many of the 
characters agreeing with the defcription of him in 
ch, lix. 16, 17, 18. tho’ it feems beft of all to in- 
terpret it of the Meffiah. ben Ezra obferves, 
that there are fome that fay, this is the Meffiah ; 
others, that it is Michael, but, fays he, it is right 
that it refpeéts the glorious name, that is, Jeho- 
wah himfelf; the firft fenfe he gives is righteft. 
Several Fewi/h writers, ancient as well as modern, 
interpret this of the Mefiah, whom they yet ex- 
pect to come from Rome to the land of J/rael, 
which they fuppofe is meant by Edom. So fays 
one * of their writers, ‘‘ when the king Meffiah 
«* fhall come, he will be clothed in purple, beau- 
** ful to look at, which in colour fhall be like to 
“* wine— for the clothing of the king Meffiah 
* fhall be filk, red as blood ; and it. fhall be 
** worked with the needle in various colours, and 
‘ he fhall be the head of J/rae/; and this is what is 
* faid in J/- Ixiii. 1. wherefore art thou red in thy 
‘ apparel? And fay others of their ancient wri- 
ters °, the J/bmaelites or Turks fhall fight three battels 
in the latter day, one in the foreft of Arabia , an- 
other in the fea; and a third in the great city Rome, 
which fhall be greater than the other two; and 
from thence fhall fpring the Meffiah, and he fhall 
Jook upon the deftruétion of the one, and of the 
other, and from thence fhall he come into the land 
of Ijrael, as it is faid, who is this that comes from 
Edom, &c. So Abarbinel » afferts, that the J/bmael- 
ites or Turks thall come againft Rome, and deftroy 
it; and then fhall be revealed Mefiab, the fon of 
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above paffage of their wife men ; and upon it ob- 
ferves, that from thence it appears that Mefiah, 
the fon of David, fhall be of the ‘Yews that are in 
the captivity of Edom (or Rome), for fo they ex- 
plain //? xiii. 1. who is this that comes from Edom, 
&c. and fo Kimchi interprets the prophecy of time 
to come: but tho’ the Meffiah is intended, this is 
to be underftood not of his firft coming; which 
was out of Zion, out of the tribe of Fudeb, and 
out of Bethlehem Ephratah ; nor of his afcenfion 
to' heaven, after his bloody fufferings and death, 
and the victory he had obtained over all our {pi- 
ritual enemies, fin, fatan, the world, death and 
hell; for that was from the land of Fudea, from 
mount Olivet, near to Ferufalem, the place of his 
fufferings and death; but of his fpiritual coming, 
which is yet future, to ltake vengeance on an+* 
tichrift, and all the antichriftian powers. It is 
ufual in fcripture, for the enemies of the church 
and people‘of God in gofpel-times, to be expreffed 
by fuch who were the known and implacable ene- 
mies of the people of J/rael; and fuch were the 
Edomites, the inhabitants of Idxmea, of which Boz- 
rab was a principal city ; fee P/ cxxxvii. 7. Ezek. 
XXV. 12,13. ‘Amos, i. 11,.12. Obad. ¥. 10—14. 
and were a lively emblern of antichrift and his fol- 
lowers,- for their relation to the. people of Chrift, 
their cruelty to them, and contempt of them; from 
the conqueft and flaughter of which, Chrift is here 
reprefented returning as a victorious and triumphant 
conqueror ;' fee J/. xxxiv. 5, 6. hence he is faid to 
come from thence with dyed garments, or flained? 3 
that is, with the blood of his enemies ; fo farchi 
interprets it dyed in blood, or dipped in it; to 
which agreés the apparel of Chrift in Rev. xix. 13. 
where he is faid to be clothed with a vefture dipped 
in blood; which chapter is the beft commentary 
upon this paflage, referring to the fame time and 
cafe: it follows, this that is'glorious in bis apparels 
for tho’ it was thus ftained and difcoloured with 
the blood of his enemies; yet was glorious to him- 
felf, having gotten fuch a compleat victory over 
all his and his church’s enemies, and fo was glorious 
to them to behold; and efpecially, fince on this 
vefture, and on his thigh, is a name written, King 
of kings, and Lord.of lords, Rev. xix. 16: travel- 
ling in the greatnefs of bis ftrength 2 marching in 
great ftatelinefs and majefty at the head of his vic- 
torious troops, he nor they having nothing to feaf 
from their enemies, being all vanquifhed and de- 
ftroyed. Strength, and the greatnefs of it, may 
well be afcribed to Chrift, who is the mighty God, 
yea, the’almighty ; the mighty man, made ftrong 
by the Lord for himfelf; and the mighty Media- 
tor, having all power in heaven and earth : ‘he tra- 
velled in the greatnefs of his ftrength from heaven 
to earth, by the affumption of our nature; while 
here, he went about continually doing good; with 
the utmoft intrepidity he went forth to meet his 
foes, and death itfelf, at the proper time, and with- 
out fear pafled thro’ the valley of the thadow of 
death ; when raifed again, in his afcenfion to hea- 
ven, he marched thro’ the territories of fatan, the 
air, in great triumph, dragging him and his prin- 
cipalities and powers at his chariot-wheels; and 
when he had poured down his Spirit plentifully, 


David, and thall compleat the. redemption of the’ he went forth into the Gentile world in the mini-. 
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{tration of the gofpel, conquering and to conquer ; 
and in the latter day he’ll come and take vengeance 
on all the antichriftian ftates, and return in tri- 
umph, to which this paflage refers ; fee’ Rev. xvii. 
14. and xix. 14. and xi. 17. the anfwer to the 
queftion follows, J that-/peak in righteonfnefs, mighty 
to fave; thefe are the words of Chrift: defcribing 
himfelf, by his fpeech and by his power, by his 
word and by his works: he /poke in righteoufne/s 
at the making of the covenant of grace in eternity, 
fome things by way of requeft for his elect, others 
by way of promife for them; all which he has 
faithfully and righteoufly performed: under the 
Old Teftament-difpenfation, he fpake many things 
in righteoufnefs by his prophets, and by his Spirit 
in them ; yea, he often appeared in an human form, 
and fpoke to the patriarchs and others: when here 
on earth, he fpoke in or of righteoufnefs +, of the 
righteoufnefs of God he came to declare ; of his 
own righteoufnefs he came to bring in and of the 
happiriels of thofe who fought it, and were juftified 
by it; and of the infufficiency of man’s righteouf- 
nefs to bring him to heaven: here it feems to have 
a more e{pecial refpeét to the promifes made to 
the church, of her falvation from her enemies, and 
of the deftru@tion of them ; which will now be 
accomplifhed, and appear to be the true and faith- 
ful fayings of Chrift, Rev. xix. 9. and xxi. 5. and 
xxii, 6. and that he is mighty to fave, appears from 
the fpiritual falvation of his people he has already 
wrought out: God laid help on one that is mighty, 
and he being mighty undertook it, and has ac- 
complifhed it; and which work required ftrength, 
even almighty power, fince fin was to be atoned 
for by bearing it, the law to be fulfilled, juftice to 
be fatisfied, the wrath and curfe of God to be en- 
dured, and innumerable enemies to be engaged 
with; and of fuch a nature was that falvation, that 
neither angels nor men could ever have effected 
it: and this his power to fave will be further - ma- 
nifeft, when the beaft and falfe prophet, antichrift, 
and al] the antichriftian powers, fhall be deftroyed 
by him, and his people entirely delivered out of 
their hands, Kev. xi. 18. and xix. 20, 21. The 
Targum of the whole is, ** who hath faid thefe things 
** that fhall bring the blow upon Edom, the ftrong 
** vengeance on Bozrah, to execute the vengeance 
** of the judgment of his people, as he hath fworn 
** unto them by his word ? he faith, behold I ap- 
*« pear as I fpake in righteoufnefs, much power is 
*¢ before or with me to fave ;” fee Rev. xviii. 8. 
¥. 2. Wherefore art thou red in thy apparel, &c.} 
Chrift having fatisfied the church as to her firft 
queftion, concerning his perfon, who he was ; fhe 
puts a fecond to him, about the colour of his gar- 
ments, which was red, and the reafon of it. His 
garments at his transfiguration were white as fnow, 
whiter than any fuller on earth could whiten them; 
his robe of righteoufnefs is fine linen, clean and 
white; the garment of his human nature, or his 
form as man, was white and ruddy; but this, 
thro’ his bloody. fufferings,’ became red, being all 
over bloody through the fcourges he received, the 
crown of thorns he wore, the piercing of his hands, 
feet, and fides, with the nails and fpear; but here 
it appears of this colour not with his own blood, 
but with the blood of /his enemies, as is hereafter 
explained: and thy garments like him ibat treadeth 
in the wine-fat ? or wine-prefs, into which clufters 
of grapes are caft, and thefe are trodden by men, 
' the juice of which fparkles on their garments, and 
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| ftains them, fo that they become of a red. cos 


lour. ee . ; 
y. 3. I have trodden the wine-profs alone, &c.} 
This is an anfwer to the queftion before put, ‘and 
confirms what was obferved, that his garments 
were like one that treadeth in the wine-prefs ;' this 
was very true, he had trodden it, and trodden it 
alone, and that was the reafon his garments were 
of fuch an hue ; what others did by their fervants, 
he did by himfelf, alone and without them.” "Lhe 
wine-prefs is a fymbol of the wrath of God; not 
of what Chrift bore himfelf as the finners furety, 
for then he was trodden as a vine, or the clufters 
of it himfelf; but of what he executed on others, 
Wicked men are compared to clufters of the vine ; 
the wine-prefs into which they are caft is the wrath 
of God, and Chrift is the treader of it ; particu- 
larly he will be in the latter day, when antichrift 
and ‘his followers will be deftroyed by him} fee 
Rev. xiv. 18, 19, 20. and xix. 15. And of the 
people there was none with me; either fighting with 
him, that could oppofe him, any more than’ the 
clufters of grapes can refift the treaders of them ; 
or to affift him in taking vengeance on his ene- 
mies: for tho’ the armies of heaven follow him 
in white, thefe are little more than attendants and 
fpectators, at moft but inftruments, all the power 
to conquer and deftroy is from himfelf, and 
owing to the two-edged fword proceeding out of 
his mouth, Rev, xix. 14, 15. éven as when he 
ftood in the law-place and ftead of his people, there 
were none of them with him; he alone was the au- 
thor of falvation, none could bear the wrath of 
God but himfelf, or engage with {piritual enemies, 
or work out falvation tor them. But of this the 
text {peaks not, only of the deftruétion of the ene- 
mies of Chrift and his church: for Lill tread them 
in mine anger, and trample them in my fury; with 
great eagernefs, with all his might and ftrength; 
and this is the reafon-why his garments were fo 
ftained, even with the blood of his enemies, trod- 
den and trampled under foot by him in this fu-. 
rious manner; as a perfon in a wine-prefs alone, 
and treading it with all his might, has’ his gar- 
ments more-fparkled and ftained with the juice of 
the grape, than when there are many, and thefe 
tread lightly. ‘The words being in the future tenfe 
fhew, that they refpeét time to come; and the - 
manner of fpeaking afcertains the accomplifhment 
of them, and which is further confirmed by what 
follows :. and their blood fhall be {prinkled upon -my 
garments, and I will fain all my raiment; jolt as 
the garments of thofe that tread in the wine-prefs 
are {prirkled and ftained with the juice of ‘the 
grape ; this will have its accomplifhment when he 
fhall appear in a vefture dipped in blood, or fhall 
be as bloody, with the blood of his enemies, as if 
it was dipped in it, Rev. xix. 13. oe 
¥. 4. For the day of vengeance is in my beart, 
&c.} Refolved on with him, fixed by him, and 
which is defirable to him; he has it at heart, and 
longs as it were till the time is come, to-avenge 
the blood of his faints on the Remifh antichritt, 


whom he will deftroy with the breath of uth, 
and the brightnefs of his coming; fee 2 Thef ii. 
8. and when he fhall pour out all his on the 
antichriftian ftates, and revenge the cause and quar- 


rel of his people, Rev. eS AUER. 
and xix. 2: and the year of my redeemed is com 
the time when thofe who are already redeeme 
the blood of Chrift, and fo are his propert 
ASS ts 


_.» he,claims;as.-his,own, being the purchafe, of his 


_ thro’ the red-fea and wildernefs, and fettling them 
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in Ganaan’s land, afterparticularly méntioned; but 
alfo thofe of his fpecial) grace and: goodnefs to the 
chofen of God.among them; called in. the plural 
number Joving kiudneffes, being the acts of all the 
three perfons difplayed.in election, redemption and 
fantification ; and becaufe thefe are many and va- 
rious, and an abundance of: grace and love is ma- 
nifefted in them : and the praifes.of the Lords ac- 
cording. to.all that the Lord bath befiowed on us ; 
which are due to him. from all creatures, angels 
and men, and efpecially the faints; «and which be- 
long to each divine. perfons: according to the va- 
rious, gifts of grace: freely beitowed by them fuch 
as the gift.of God himfelf to his peoples: the gifts 
of his Son,-and..of the bleffed Spirit, with all his 
graces; faith, hope, love, repentance, Se, and all 
the bleffings of grace; as pardon, juttification, a- 
doption and eternal life, aright unto it;-and meet- 
nefs for it ;,all, which call for praifé and thankful- 
ne{s.: 4nd the great goodne/s towards the houfe of 
Tirael, which he bath befiowed on them according to 
bis. mercies, and according to the multitude of bis loving 
kindneffes 5 the gifts of grace are beftowed, not 
according to the merits of men, for then they 
would not be free grace-gifts ; and befides, there 
is no merit ina‘ creature; the beft works: of the 
beft.of men are net meritorious of any thing at 
the hand of God; butall they. have fow.from mere 
fovereign. mercy, pure grace, and free unmerited 
love, which is abundant, yea boundlefs, and even 
infinite. A heap of words is here made ufe of, 
and all little enough to exprefs the wonderful kind- 
nefs of God in the acts of his. grace and goodnefs 
to his church and people; which ought always to 
be had in fight and mind, and to be remembered 
and {poken of in private and in public. 
¥. 8. For he faid, furely, they ave my people, &c.] 
Not in common with the reft of mankind, being 
his creatures, and the care of his providence ;-but 
his {pecial people, whom he had chofen to be fuch, 
and had made a covenant with ; he had avouched 
them for his people, and they had avouched him 
to be the Lord their God; and. this covenant-in- 
tereft was the ground and foundation of the actual 
donation and application of all. the »bleffings of 
grace and goodnefs,-to. them before. mentioned. 
Thefe are the words of Jehovah himfelf, related 
by the prophet ; and are applicable to all the elect 
of God, whom he has chofen in Chrift; taken into 
the covenant of grace made with him ; and who 
appear. manifeftly to be his peculiar people by their 
effectual vocation ;-when it isa, fure and certain 
thing, that they who were not known by them- 
felves.or others tobe the people. of God, are evi- 
dently fo; and the Lord himielf: makes no ieruple 
of acknowledging them as fuch, even tho’) their 
conduct and behaviour towards him is not alto- 
gether as.it fhould be, and which was the cafe of 
the people of Jae! ; however, he is willing to 
hope well of them, as parents do of their chil- 
dren, fpeaking, after the manner of men, and thac 
they will, behave. better, for the future, being, by 
frefh mercies laid-under -obligation to. him, as he 
did of Jjael.of old: children that,wil! not lies not 
the children of fatan, as liars.are, who was a liar 
from. the -beginning,.and- the father of lies 3. as 
wicked men are, who go aftray from the womb, 
fpeaking, lies ; but. children of God by. adopting 
grace, and thro’ faith in Chrift; and. therefore 
fhould not lie to God, nor to men, nor to one a 
: otner, 


blood, fhall be redeemed again from antichriftian 
bondage and flavery, fhall.be called and brought 
out ot.Babyloz ; and when thofe; who have led 
them captive, fhall go» into,.captivity themielves : 
, this will be.a jubilee year to the faints a time of 
refrefhing from, the prefence. of the Lord; when, 
being rid. of all their perfecuting enemies, they 
will enjoy. the utmoft peace, profperity and fafety ; 
fee Rev. xiii, 10. and xviii. 4, and xix. 20,29. 
_. 5. And I looked, and there was none to -belp, 
&c.] As in the firft redemption and falvation by 
Chnit here on earth, there were none among the 
angels, nor.any of the fons of men, to help him, 
and affift him therein, none but Jehovah the Fa- 
ther; fo in this latter falvation, the church and 
people of God will be reduced to fuch a low, help- 
lefs and forlorn condition, that there will.be-none 
to lend an affifting hand ; their deliverance. will 
appear moft manifeftly to be the fole work..of al- 
mighty power: and I wondered that there was none 
to uphold, not the Saviour and Redeemer, he need- 
ed none; but his people under their fufferings, 
trials and exercifes, and his finking, dying caufe, 
and intereit: this is fpoken after the manner of 
men, and to. make the falvation appear the, more 
remarkable, diftinguifhing and great, and folely his 
own work ; for otherwile expectation and difap- 
pointment, confternation and amazement, as the 
word * fignifies, cannot be properly afcribed to this 
great Redeemer ; therefore mine own arm. brought 
Jalvation unto me; to himfelf, his myftical felf, his 
church and people, and for his own glory; a fal- 
yation, which his own omnipotent arm could only 
effect ; fee the note on ch. lix..16: aud my fury, it 
upbeld me; his zeal for his church and people, and 
his indignation againft their enemies, excited his 
almighty power on their behalf, and carried him 
thro’ the work of their deliverance and falvation 
he engaged in; fee J/. ix, 7. 
¥.6. Aud I will tread down the people in mine. 
anger, &c.] See the note on ¥..3: and make them 
drunk in my fury; or with it *; the wrath of God 
is fignified by a cup, which he gives wicked. men 
to drink, and which is an inebriating one to them, 
Pf Ixxv. 8. ILM. 17-23... Fer. xxv. 15. and here 
it fignifies the cup of the wine of the fiercenefs of 
God’s wrath, which fhall be given to myftical Ba- 
bylon,, to antichrift and his followers, Rev. xiv. 10. - 
and xvi. 19: and I will bring down their firength 
to the earth; their ftrong kingdoms, fortified cities, 
and mighty men, their wealth and. riches, of which 
they boafted, and in which they trufted; fee J 
xxvi. 5. The eighteenth chapter of the Revelation 
is a commentary.on thefe words. 
¥. 7. 1 will mention the loving kindueffes of the 
Lord, &c.| . Thefe are the words of, the prophet, 
as Farchi and Kimchi obferve; who,.having, heard 
what the Lord would do for his church and people 
in after times, by avenging them on their enemies, 
calls to mind the favours. beftowed, on J/rae/ of 
old; and determines to. make mention of them, 
and put the faints in mind of them, as,types, ear- 
nefts,and pledges, of what would be done for 
them ; and to encourage their faith and hope in| 
the performance. of what was..promifed them : | 
thefe he calls the loving kindneffes of the Lord, mean- 
ing not only the inftances of his providential good-., 
nels in bringing them out of Egypt, leading them 
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other, as being unbecoming their relation as chil-) 


dren ; this opinion the Lord entertains of his chil- 
dren, fpeaking after.the manner of men, that they 


will not deal deceitfully and hypocritically with | firction to him, or to them, to J/rael, to the 
of God: and the angel of his prefence faved them 5 


him, but ferve him in fincerity, and worfhip him 
in Spirit and in trath; that their hearts will be 
right with him, and they ftedfaft in his’ covenant : 
thus he hoped well of J/rae/ of old, and fo he does 
of all his {piritual J/rae/, his. fpecial people; and 
dear children: /o Le was their Saviour , in this view 
- and expectation of things, as-he is of all mem in 
a providential way, and efpecially of them that be- 
lieve ; he was the Saviour of literal J/rae/ in a tem- 
poral manner, in Egypt, the red-fea, and _ wilder- 
nefs; and of his choien people among them, in a 
{piritual manner, as he <is of all his elect in Chrift 
Jefus ; and even tho’ they do not entirely anfwer 
the juft expectations expreffed concerning them. 
¥. 9: Jn all their affliction be was afflitied, 8c.) 
That is, God, who faid the above words; not 
properly fpeaking ; for to be afflicted is not con- 
fiftent with his nature and perfections, being a Spi- 
rit, and. impaffible ; nor with his infinite and com- 
pleat happinefs.; but this is faid after the manner 
of men, and is expreffive of the fympathy of God 
with his afflicted people, and his tender care of 
them, and concern for them under affliction, as 
one friend. may have for another: afflictions be- 
_long to the people of God; they come to them, 
not by chance, but according to the will of God , 
and are not in wrath, but in love; they are many 
and various; there is an a// of them, yet not one 
‘too many, and in every one of them God is af- 
flicted, or fympathizes with them: as he looked 
‘upon the affliction of the people of J/rae/, in Egypt, 
at the red-fea, and in the wildernefs, and had com- 
paffion upon them, and faved them, fo he vifits 
-all his people when afflicted, and pities them, and 
fpeaks comfortably to them ; knows and owns 
their fouls in adverfity ; makes known himfelf to 
them; grants them his gracious prefence ; puts 
underneath them his everlafting arms; makes their 
bed in their affliction, and fupplies their wants ; 
and this fympathy arifes from their union to him, 
from his. relation to them as a Father, and from 
his great love to them. ‘There is a double reading 
of thefe words; the marginal reading is, ia ail 
their affliction, there is affliction to him', or, be was 
afflitied ; which our verfion follows: the textual 
reading is, there is no affliction, or, be was not 
affited *; he feemed to take no notice of their 
affliction, or be concerned at it, that he might the 
fooner bring them to a fenfe of themfelves and 
their fins, Hofiv. 15. The Zargum follows this 
reading, and renders it actively, and be afflitted 
them wot”; they were indeed. in affliction, but 
they, and not he, brought it upon them, and by 
their fins. Some render it, be was no enemy*; 
tho’ he afflicted them, yet not in wrath, but love; 
or, in all their firaits there was no firait’; the 
Ifraelites were in {traits when Pharaob’s army pur- 
fued them behind, the rocks were on both fides 
them, and the fea before them, and yet there was 
no ftrait as it were, they were fo foon delivered 
out of it; and fo it may be read, in all their af- 
fictions there was no affliction, there is fo much 


love in the afflictions of God’s people, and they | nefs, by their murmurings, unbel 
work fo much for their good, and they are fo foon’ wherefore he calls them ar r€ 
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delivered ont of them, ‘that ni sdcartin a . 
the name of afflictions ; and fo both readings may. 
be taken in, in all their afflictions there was no 
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not Michael, as Farchi, but the Metfiah 
meant; the angel of the covenant, the angel w. 
went: before the J/raelites in the wildernefs, 
Xxiil/ 20—23. not a created angel, or an an 
nature, but by office; being fent of God, : 
word fignifies, on the errand and bufinefS of fals 
vation ; called the angel of God’s' prefence; or f 
becaufe his face was feen in him; his name, z 
nature, and perfections were in him he is 1 
brightnefs of his Father’s glory, and the oe 

reat 
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imageof his perfon ; befides, the prefence of 
was always with him; he is the /thiel, the wo 
that was with God, and with whom God always. 
was; who lay in thé bofom of his Father, and 
was‘ ever with him; and who alfo, as Mee 
introduces his people into the prefence of God, anid 
always appears in it for them as their advocate and 
interceffor: now to him falvation is aferibed ; he 
faved J/rael out of Egypt, and out of the hands of 
all their enemiés in the wildernefs; and which fal- 
vation was typical of the fpiritual, eternal, and 
compleat falvation, which is only by Chrift, and. 
iffues in eternal glory: in bis love and in bis pity 
he redeemed them; Ifrael out of Egyptian bondage, 
and from all their enemies, which was owing to 
his great love to them, which operated in a way 
of mercy, pity and compaffion, Hof: xi. 1. Exod. 
xv. 13. and it is he who has redeemed the fpiritual 
Tfrael of God,. not by power only, but by price, 
from fin, fatan and the law, death and hell, with - 
a fpiritual and eternal redemption, and which flows 
from his love to thofe perfons; hence he under- 
took to be their Redeemer ; came’ in their nature 
to redeem them; and gave himfelf for them for 
that purpofe ; which love is wonderful and match- 
lefs, and fhewed itfelf in pity and compaffion ; he 
became a merciful, as well as a faithful high- 
prieft,; he faw them in their low eftate, pitied | 
them, and delivered them out of it: and he bare 
them, and carried them all the days of old; he bore 
them in his bofom, and in his arms, as a nurfing 
father his child; he carried them, as on eagles 
wings, from the time of their coming out of Egypt, 
to their festlement in Canaan’s land, Numb. xi. 12. 
Exod. xix. 4. he bore with their manners for forty 
years, and carried them thro’ all their trials and 
difficulties, and fupported them under them, and 
brought them out of them all, 4s xiii. 18. and fo 
he bears all his people on his heart, and in his hands, - 
and bears them up under all their temptations and 
afflictions ; and from the time of their converfion, 
carries on his work in them, and carries them fafe 
to heaven, as the great captain of their falyation, 
and never leaves them, nor forfakes them; fee 
ch. xlvi. 3, 4. a 
y¥. 10. But they rebelled, &c.| Againft the Lord, hf 
notwithftanding he thought fo well of t di 


them, and fhewed them fo many favours 5 W 


ingratitude! they rebelled againft the Lord 
times of Mo/es, at the red-fea, and in t 
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<7 non anguftia, Montanus; non afflictus eft, Tigurine verfion. 
& Tremellius, Pifcator; non coarétavit eos, fub, Deus, vel anguftia, Forerius.” : 
y In omni angultia eorum non angultia, Montanus. 


w Non affecit eos anguftis 
- * Non fuit hottis, € 


ae ae : 


Ch. Ixiii. oe P8ts ENS: YZ 


lA #. 349 


fays they were fuch from the day he had been | &c. compare with this Deut. xxxii. 26,27. Guj- 
with them; and fo in after times, in the times of |/esivs * thinks the laft words fhould be rendered, 


the judges, and of the prophets J/aiah and Ezekiel, 
they rebelled againft God their parent, protector 
and king ; fee Deut. ix. 7,24. Jf i. 2. Ezek. ii. 5, 
6,7. and fo they did in the times of Chrift, whom 
they rejected as the Meffiah, and difowned as their 
king, and ftill cgntinue in their rebellion, Luke xix. 
14: and vexed his boly Spirit, the Spirit of God 
the Father, who pitied them in all their afflictions ; 
or the Spirit of the angel of his prefence, that re- 
deemed and faved them ; for the Spirit is both the 
Spirit of the Father and of the Son; and he is 
boly in his nature and operations, and the author 
of fanétification in the hearts of his people; him 
they vexed and provoked to anger againft them, 
fpeaking after the manner of men, by their fins 
and tranfereffions ; rejecting his counfels and in- 
ftructions by Mo/es, and by the prophets in after- 
times, in, and by whom he fpake unto them, and 
by the apoftles in gofpel-times; for the Jews, as 
their fathers before them ever did, refifted the holy 
Spirit of God in the evidence he gave of the Mef- 
fiah, which muft be very provoking, és vii. 51. 
compare Eph. iv. 30. The Targum paraphrafes it, 
the word of his holy prophets; and fo Kimchi and 
Ben Melech interpret it; and according to fome, 
in Aben Ezra the angel of glory is meant, who 
went before the people of J/rae/, whom they were 
charged not to provoke, Exod. xxiii. 20, 21 : there- 
fore be was turned to be their enemy , not that there 
is any change in God, or any turn in him from 
love to hatred ; but he may, and fometimes does 
fo appear in his providential difpenfations towards 
his people, as to feem to be their enemy, and to 
be thought to be fo by them, od xiii. 24. Lam. ii. 
4,5. The Targum is, ‘ and his word became 
“¢ their enemy ;” compare with this Luke xix. 27: 
and he fought againft them; as he threatened he 
would when they behaved ill towards him ; and as 
he aétually did when he brought the {word upon 
them, gave them up into the hands of their ene- 
mies, as often in the times of the judges, and par- 
ticularly when the king of Badylon came againft 
them; fee Lev. xxvi. 25. Fer. xxi. 5, 6,7. and as 
the Meffiah did when he brought the Roman armies 
againft them, and deftroyed their city, to which 
times this prophecy is thought by fome to have 
refpect, and not without reafon. 

¥.11. Then he remembered the days of old, Mofes 
and his people, &ec.] Which may be underftood 
either of the Lord, who remembered his loving 
kindneffes towards thefe people, and his tender 
mercies which had been ever of old; the covenant 
he made with their fathers Abrabam, Ifaac, and 
acob ; the wonders he did for them in Egypt, at 
the red-fea, and in the wildernefs, by the hand of 
Mofes ; his interceffion to him on their behalf, and 
the many great and good things he did for them ; 
and therefore determined not now to caft them off 
altogether, but to do as he had done before; and 
to ftir up himfelf thereunto, puts. the following 
queftions: where is he, &c. fo the Targum para- 
phraies it, ‘‘ he had mercy for the glory of his 
*¢ name, and becaufe of the remembrance of his 
w eet of old, the mighty things he did by 
** the hands of Mofes to his people;” and adds, 
* left they fhould fay,” that is, the Gentiles, as 
Aben Ezra alfo explains it, left they fhould by way 
of taunt and reproach fay, as follows: where is he, 
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the extracier of bis people; or, he that drew out 
his people ; that is, out of many waters, delivered 
them from various afflictions, as in P/. xviii. 16. 
and to be underftood not of A@o/es, only in allufion 
to him who had his name from being drawn out 
of the waters; but of a divine perfon, who is faid 
to do all the following things ; fo Ben Melech fays 
the word here has the fignification of drawing, 
or bringing out, as in the above Pfalm: or elfe 
thefe are the words of the people themfelves ; at - 
leaft, of fome of the truly good and gracious, 
wife and faithful among them, in this time of their 
diftrefs ; calling to mind former times, and former 
appearances of God for them, ufing them as pleas 
and arguments with him, and as an encouragement 
to their faith and hope; and right it is, to re- 
member the years of the right hand of the moft high, 
Pf. Ixxvii. 10. fo Farchi takes them to be the 
words of the prophet in his diftrefs, bemoaning 
and faying in a fupplicating way, what is after ex- 
prefled ; and Kimchi interprets them of J/rael in 
captivity ; it feems to be the language of the be- 
lieving ews a little before the deftruction of Fes 
rufalem by the Romans, or about the time of their 
converfion in the latter day: faying, where is he 
that brought them up out of the fea, with the fhep- 
herd of bis flock? or Jhepberds*, according to an- 
other reading; that is, Mofes and Aaron, by the 
hands of whom the Lord led his people J/rae/ as 
a flock of fheep, and which were his, and not the 
property of thofe fhepherds; they were only in- 
{truments by, and with whom, he brought them 
thro’ the fea, and out of it, which was a wonder- 
ful work of God, and often mentioned as a proof 
of his power, as itis here ; for what is it he can- 
not do who did this ? fee P/. xxvii. 20. J/ li.-10:, 
where is he that put bis holy Spirit within him? 
either within Mo/es, the fhepherd of the flock, as 
Aben Ezra, or within J/rae/, the flock itfelf, as 
Farchi ; for the Spirit of God was not only upon 
Mojfes, but upon the feventy elders, and upon all 
the people at Sinai, as Kimchi obferves; and in- 
deed the holy Spirit was given to the body of the 
people to inftruét and teach them, according to 
Neb. ix. 20. now thefe queftions are put, not by 
way of jeer, but by way of complaint, for want 
of the divine prefence as formerly ; and by way 
of enquiry, where the Lord was; and by way of 
expoftulation with him, that he would fhew him- 
felf again, as in the days of old. 

¥. 12. That led them by the right-hand of Mofes 
with is glorious arm, &c.] That is, thro’ the 
red-fea, as the next claufe fhews: this was done by 
the right-hand of Mojfes, and the rod in it, to 
which Kimchi thinks refpect is had; who, by di-. 
vine order, lift up his rod, and ftretched out his 
hand over the fea, and divided it, and fo led the 
people thro’ it: but, left this fhould be attributed 
to Mo/es and his rod, the glorious arm of the Lord 
is made mention of, which held and guided the 
right-hand of Mo/es, and from whence came all 
that power that was exerted on this occafion. Aben 
Ezra interprets this of the angel of the Lord, that 
went before them: it feems to defign the arm of 
omnipotence, which was glorioufly difplayed, Exod. 
xv. 6: dividing the water before them, the waters 
of the fea, fo that they rofe up as a wall on each 
fide them, thro’ which they paffed as on dry land: 
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to make him/elf an everlafting name? ox to get him- 
felf everlafting honour and. glory, as he did on 
Pharaob, his chariots, and his horiemen, Exed. xiv. 
17. and which wonderful action of his has been, 
and ever will be fpoken of to the glory of his 
name, which was the end he had in view. 

' ¥.13. That led them through the deep, 8cc.} The 
depths, the bottom of the fea; not thro’ the fhal- 
low, but where the waters had been deepeft, the 
defcent greateft ; and at the bottom of which might 
have been expected much filth and dirt to hinder 
them in their paflage, yet thro’ this he led them : 
as an horfe in the wilderne/s 5 or rather, in @ plain, as 
the word ’ fometimes fignifies; and fo Kimcdi renders 
it, a plain land; and ‘Farchi, {mooth land. The fenfe 
is, that the Jraelites pafied thro’ the fea with as 


much eafe, and as little difficulty, as a good horfe 
will run over a plain, where there is nothing to 


ftop his courfe: that they fhould not fiumble? there 
being no clay to ftick in, no ftone to ftumble at, 
but all like an even plain. 

Vy. 14. 4s a beaft goeth down into the valley, &c.] 
Sottly and gently, efpecially when laden ; which 
may have fome refpect. to the defcent of the //- 
raclites into the fea, into which they entered with- 


out any fear and dread, and without any hurry 


and precipitation, tho’ Pharach’s hott was behind 
them; or rather, as a beaft goes along a valley, or 
plain * ; with eafe, and without any interruption, 
fo pafied the J/raelites thro’ the fea. Thus the 
Targum renders it, ** as a beaft goes, or is led, in 
“¢ a plain ;” fo the word is ufed in J/ xxxviii. 8. 
and elfewhere : the Spirit of the Lord caufed him to 
refi; or gently led him, that is, J/rae/; he walked 
6n thro’ the fea, with as much facility, and as 
little danger, as a beaft walks on in a valley, ora 
horfe in a plain. Some underftand this of leading 
Jjrael thro’ the wildernefs, where often refting- 
places were found for them, and at laft they were 
brought to the land of reft, Canaan, and fettled 
there : fo didft thou lead thy people ; both thro’ the 
fea, and thro’ the wildernefs, in a like eafy, fafe 
and gentle manner: to make thy/elf a glorious name, 
among the nations of the world, as he did by this 
amazing appearance of his for J/rael; and it is 
hoped by thofe, whofe words thefe are, he would 
do the like again, and get himfelf immortal 
glory. 
¥.15. Look down from heaven, &c.| Here be- 
gins the prayer of the church and people of God, 
which continues to the end of the chapter, goes 
thro’ the next, and the anfwer to which begins at 
ch.lxv. Aben Ezra calls it the prayer of the wife 
in captivity: it feems to be the petition of, fome 
converts among the Fews, either in the firft times 
of the gofpel, or in the latter day ; who intreat 
that the Lord would look down from heaven, the 
third heaven, the feat of his majefty, where is his 
throne of glory, and his prefence is moft vifible 
to angels and glorified faints; this is on high, as 
the phrafe imports; and the perfons below, .on 
earth, at his footftool, whom -he is defired to look 
‘down upon, and which to do is a great condefcen- 
fion in him, Pf. cxiii. 6. and cxxxviii. 6. and this 


is to be underftood, not of that general view of 


perions and things, which’ he is always taking, 
Pf. xxxiii. 13, 14. but of a fpecial look of Jove, 
grace and mercy ; fuch an one with which he looks 
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his back upon them, therefore they defire him to 
return, look down, and behold; fee P/- Ixxx, 142 
and bebold from the habitation of thy bolinefs, and of 
thy glory, this is a defcription of heaven, as the 
dwelling-place of Ged, who is moft holy, holi- 
nefs itfelf, in whom that perfection is moft 


glo; 
rious, and which is dijplayed in all his works 


and hence heaven is an holy, as well as an hig 

place, and where none but holy perfons dwell; 
and which is a glorious place, where the glory o} 

God is difplayed, the glory of Chrift is feen, and 
which is glory itfelf; and from hence the hol; 

God is defired to behold; what ? creatures, dui 

and afhes, finful ones, polluted worms, at his 
footftool, a poor and an afflicted people: where is 
thy zeal, and thy firength ? his jealoujy of his great 
name, and of his own glory ; his jealoufy ot his 
dear people, that they are not wronged and in- 
jured, his fervent Jove, and warm affections for 
them, of which he has given pregnant proofs ; 
which, fhed abroad in the heart, warms that, and 
is what many waters cannot quench: this indeed 
is not always:alike manifeft, and therefore unbelief 
afks, where it is? as if it was quite gone; or how- 
ever, faith prays for a frefh mamieftation of it. 
The frength or power of God has appeared in 
creation, and in the fuftentation of all things; in 
Chrift the man of his right-hand; in ftrengthening 
his people, deftroying their enemies, and delivering 
them; and yet this not appearing fometimes at 


once, immediately for their help and protection, 


they afk where it is? it follows: the jounding of 
thy bowels, and of thy mercics towards me? the noile 
and rumbling of the bowels, to which the allufion 
is, are fometimes occafioned by the werking of 
{trong paffions, as fear and love, and which produce 
what is called the yerning of the bowels ; of whic! 
there are inftances in Fo/epb, and in the harlot in 
Solomon’s time, Gen. xliii. 30. 1 Kings iii. 26., the 
tender mercies of God, his pity and compaffion, 
are exprefied hereby,. to which are owing the mil- 
fion ot his Son, the forgivenefs of fins, and fuc- 
cour and relief under afflictions; fee Luke i. 77, 78. 
Pf lit. Fer. xxxi. 20. Hof. xi. 8. now it is afked, 
where are thofe ? are they reftrained ? *twas thought 
they were fhut up in anger, and would not, be dec 
out again; fee P/. lxxvii. 7, 8, 9. Jf xiv. 12, 
The phrafe sowards me, in the former clauie, feems 
according to the accents to belong to this; z 
fhould be read, are they refrained towards me *2 
or fhut up from me? the Lord feemed to harden 
his heart againft his church and people, and 
have no bowels ef compaffion towards them, 
they imagined, At creas 
¥.16, Doubtle/s thou art our Father, &cc.] Theres 
fore why fhouldit thou reftrain thy nercies, and : 
bowels of compaffion from us? or ther ore I 


her relation to God, and in a {trong mang 
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from her. This relation of father and children, fear? 8c. Thefe are the words, not of wicked 
which fubfifts between God and his people, is not | men among the Fews, charging all their errors 
“upon the foot of creation, fo he is a father to all | hardnefs of heart, and wickednefs they were guilty 


men; Nor on account of national adoption, {0 he | 


was to the whole body of the ‘fewih people; but 
thro’ fpecial adopting grace, which is a fovereign 
act of his will, founded in divine predeftination ; 
is a bleffing of the covenant of grace; comes to 
men thro’ Chrift, thro’ relation to him, and re- 
demption by him, and is made manifeft in regene- 
ration; and a loving tender-hearted father he is to 
his children, who fympathizes with them, pro- 
vides all things for them, food and raiment, and 
beftows them on them, and Jays up for them, 
for time to come, even an inheritance referved in 
heaven ; and tho’ there are fometimes doubts in 
the minds of the children of God about this rela- 
tion, thro’ the temptations of fatan, by reafon of 
their fins and corruptions, and becaufe of their af- 
fligtions ; yet thofe doubts are wholly removed 
thro’ the teftimony of the Spirit of adoption, wit- 
nefling to their fpirits that they are the children of 
God, when they can in the ftrength of faith claim 
their intereft, and call him their father: though 
Abraham be ignorant of us, and Ifrael acknowledge 
us not, thofe who were their anceftors, were both 
dead; and the dead know not any thing of their 
pofterity, and of their cafe and circumitances in 
this world, temporal or fpiritual; nor are capable 
of giving them any help or fuccour in time of 
diftrefs ; and perhaps the prophet, in the name of 
the church, purpofely exprefies himfelf in this lan- 
guage, knowing what confidence the Yews were 
apt to place in Abrabam and I/rael, to draw off 
their minds from them, and to lead them to look 
to God as their only Father; who only could help 
them in their time of affliction, and was infinitely 
more to them than any earthly father could pof- 
fibly be. Some think the fenfe is, that they con- 
fefs they were become fo degenerate, that if Adra- 
bam and Facob were to return from the dead, they 
would not know them to be their feed and off- 
fpring ; and yet, notwithftanding this, God was 
their Father. This may be the language of fome 
perfons, who have comfortable views of their re- 
jation to God, when earthly parents, and. even 
profefiors of religion, difown and flight them : 
thou, O Lord, art our Father ; which is repeated 
for the confirmation of it, and to exprefs their full 
affurance of faith in it the more ftrongly : our Re- 
deemer, thy name is from everlafting ; or, our Re- 
deemer from everlafting is thy name * , more agree- 
able to the accents: Chrift was appointed trom 
everlafting to be the Redeemer of his people; God 
was fo early in him, drawing the fcheme of re- 
demption and falvation, and made fo early a co- 
venant with him concerning it; which may be 
properly enough called the covenant of redemp- 
tion, tho’ not as diftinct from the covenant of 
grace ; and Chrift was the Redeemer of his people 
in all ages, and lived as fuch, as well as God the 
Father was of old, in all ages, the protector of 
his people, and the avenger of their wrongs, to 
whom they might at all times apply for fuc- 
cour. 

*¥. 17. O Lord, why baft thou made us to err 
. from thy ways? and hardened our heart from thy 


of,-upon the Lord, as if he was the author and 
occafion of them, and Jed them into them ; but 
of the truly godly, lamenting and confefling their 
wandering from the ways, commands and ordi- 
nances of God; the hardnefs of their hearts ; their 
want of devotion and affection for God ; and their 
neglect of his worfhip ; not blaming him for thefe 
things, or complaining of him as having done any 
thing amifs or wrong ; but expoftulating with him, 
and wondering at it, that he who was their loving 
and tender father, that he fhould fuffer them to 
err from his ways, and to wander from his wor- 
fhip, by withholding his grace, and withdrawing 
his prefence from them ; by leaying them to the 
corruptions and hardnefs of their hearts; by cha- 
ftizing them forely, and fuffering the enemy to 
afflict them in fuch a fevere manner, as laid them 
under temptation to defert the worfhip of God, and 
caft off the fear of him, The Fews' interpret this 
of their being hardened from the fear of God, 
and made to err from his ways by.feeing the pro- 
{perity of the wicked, and their own long capti- 
vity, troubles and diftreflés : return, for thy fer- 
vants fake, the tribes of thine inheritence; or turn®; 
turn from thine anger and difpleafure to thy peo- 
ple; or, as the Targum, ‘* return thy Shekixad to 
‘* thy people ;” thy gracious and glorious pre- 
fence, which has been fo long withdrawn ; or re- 
turn thy people from their captivity, the twelve 
tribes, thy portion and inberitance; and do this, 
for thy fervants fake, for the fake of Abraham, 
Tfaac and Facob ; or becaufe of the covenant made 
with them ; or for the fake of all thy people, who 
are thy fervants, and which alfo are the tribes of 
thine inheritance, return unto them. 

_ ¥.18. The people of thy holinefs have poffeffed ir 
but a little while, &c.| Either the land of Canaan, 
which the Yews, the Lord’s holy people, whom he 
had feparated from others, poflefled about fourteen 
hundred years, which was but a little while in com- 
parifon of for ever, as was promifed; or they en- 
joyed it but a little while in peace and quiet, being 
often difturbed by their neighbours; or elfe the 
fanctuary, the temple, as it is to be fupplied from 
the next claufe, which ftood but little more than 
four hundred years: our adverfaries have trodden 
down thy fanciuary ; the temple; the firft temple 
was deftroyed by Nebuchadnezzar ; and the fecond 
temple by the Romans, and Antiochus, and Pompey, 
and others prophaned it, by treading in it. 

¥.19. We are thine, &c.] Thy children, thy 
people, thy fubjects. Some read it, taking a word 
from the next clauie, we are thine of old, or from 
everlafting ®; as the Lord’s fpecial people are, being 
chofen by him in Chrift before the toundation of 
the world, and taken into an everlafting covenant 
by him, when he became their God, and they his 
people ; agreeable to which is the Targum, “* we 
“© are thy people that were of old ;” fo Kimchi 
reads the words : thou never beareft rule over them 5. 
the heathens that oppreffed them ; they never 
acknowledged God as their king as they did, or 
were fubjecét to him as they were ; and therefore 
had no claim to protection from him as they had : 
they 
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nor did they call upon it, but ferved other Geds. — 
The Targum is, * thou haft not given unto the 
“¢ people the doétrine of thy law, neither is thy — 
| name called upon by them,” os 
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‘hey were not called by thy name, they were not 
called the people of God, nor the children of God, 
nor the fervants or fubjects of God; or, thy name 
is not called upon them‘, or they called after it ; 


CHAP. LXIV. 


HE prayer of the church is continued in this 
'T chapter ; in which fhe prays for fome vifible 
difplay of the power and prefence of God, as in 
times paft, y. 1, 2, 3. and the rather, fince un- 
heard of and unfeen things were prepared by the 
Lord for his people; and it was his ufual way to 
meet thofe that were truly religious, ¥. 4, 5. and 
fhe acknowledges her fins and tranfgreffions ; the 
imperfections of her own righteoufnefs, and re- 
mifinefs in duty, y. 5, 6, 7. pleads relation to 
God, and implores his mercy, ¥. 8, 9. reprefents 
the defolate condition of ‘Fudea, Zion, Ferufalem, 
and the temple, and intreats divine commiferation, 
Vi koe Fi Pr. 


¥. 1. O that thou wouldft rent the heavens, that 
thou wouldft come down, &cc.] Before, the church 
prayed that the Lord would look down from hea- 
ven and behold, ch. Ixiii. 15. now, that he would 
open the heavens and defcend from thence; not 
by change of place, for he fills heaven and earth 
with his prefence ; but by fome vifible difplay of 
his power, in deftroying her enemies, and deliver- 
ing her from them. Some take this to be a prayer 
for the firft coming of Chrift from heaven to 
earth, by his incarnation, in order to redeem and 
fave his people ; and others, that it is for his fe- 
cond coming to judgment, to take vengeance on 
his adverfaries, when his wrath will burn like fire ; 
but rather it is for his fpiritual coming, to avenge 
his church and people on antichrift, and the anti- 
chriftian ftates. She had feen him, as a triumphant 
conqueror, ftained with the blood of his enemies ; 
and now fhe prays for the accomplifhment of what 
fhe had feen in vifion and prophecy: that the moun- 
tains might flow down at thy prefence; kings and 
princes of the earth, and kingdoms and ftates go- 
verned by them, compared to mountains for their 
feeming firmnefs and ftability ; yet thefe will melt 
like wax, and flow like water, tremble and difap- 
pear at the prefence of the King of kings, when 
he comes forth in his great wrath againit them ; 
as it is explained in the next verfe, that the nations 
wiay tremble at thy prefence ; fee Rev. xvi. 20. Here 
ends the 63d chapter in the Targum. 

¥. 3. As when the melting fire burneth, &c.] Or, 
the fire of melting* , a ftrong vehement fire, as 
Kimchi, fuch as is ufed under a furnace for melt- 
ing metals ; tho’ De Diew thinks a flow gentle fire 
is intended, fuch as is fufficient to keep the liquor 
boiling; which he concludes from the ufe of the 
word in the Arabic language, which, according to 
an Arabic lexicographer' he quotes, fo fignifies , 
and to the fame purpofe, Hottinger ™, by the help 
of the Arabic language, interprets the word of a 
{mall low noife, the hiffing of a boiling pot ; tho’, 
as Vitringa obferves, could it be granted, which 
cannot, that a flow fire raifes great bubbles in 
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water, fuch as when it boils; yet the fire, with 
which God confumes his enemies in a figurative 
fenfe, is reprefented as moft vehement and noify. 
It feems much better, with R. Yonab, quoted by 
Kimebi, to underftand it of dry fiubble, which makes 
a great blaze and noife, and caufes water to boil 
and rife up in bubbles ; and with this agree fome 
other verfions, which render it by davins*, dey 
{ticks and branches of trees ; which being kindled, 
the fire caufeth the waters to boil, as the fire, under 
the pot, caufes the waters to boil in it; the church 
here prays that the wrath of God might break 
forth upon his and her enemies, like fire that melts 
metals, and boils water. The figures ufed, feem 
to denote the fiercenefs and vehemency of it. The 
Targum is, “‘ as when thou fendedft thine anger as 
‘“« fire in the days of Liijab, the fea was melted; 
‘¢ the fire licked up the water ;” as if the alluGionm 
was to the affair in 1 Kings xviti. 38. fee alf 
2 Kings i. 1o—14. but rather the allufion is, as 
Kimchi and others think, to the fire that burnt on 
mount Simai, when the Lord defcended on it, and 
the cloud which flowed with water, as the above 
writer fuppofes, and which both together caufed 
the {moke: to make thy name known to thine adver- 
faries, his terrible name, in the deftruétion of 
them ; his power and his glory: that the nations 
may tremble at thy prefence, as Sinai trembled, whea. 
the Lord was on it; and as the antichriftian ftates 
will, when Chrift appears, and the vials of his 
wrath will be poured out; and the Lord’s people 
will be delivered, and the ews particularly con-) 
verted. po al 5, 

y. 3. When thou didft terrible things, which we 
looked not for, thou cameft down, &c.| Referring ta 
the wonderful things God did in Egypt, at the 
Red-Sea, and in the wildernefs, and particularly at 
mount Sinai, things that were unexpected, and not 
looked for ; then the Lord came down, and made 
vifible difplays of his power and prefence, efpeci- 
ally on mount Sinai; fee Exod. xix. 18 : the moits- 
tains flowed down at thy prefence ; not Sinai only, 
but others alfo ; Kimchi fays Seir and Pavan; fee 
Judg. v. 4,5. Pf. xviii. 7, 8. Had. iii. 3, 6. 

yy. 4. For fince the beginning of the world men 
have not heard, nor perceived by the ear, 8c.) Not 
only the things unexpected, undefired, and unde- 
ferved had been done for the Lord’s people of 
old; but there were other things unheard of and 
unfeen, which God, in his fecret counfels, had 
prepared for them; and for which reafon, his 
pearance in his providential difpenfations pinsato 


more to be defired and entreated, — 


Paul has cited this paffage in 1 Cor. ii. 9. ap- 
plied it to gofpel-times,: and to evange ieee, 
which are not difcoverable by the light of nature; 


had there not been a revelation froi 


ears of men had never heard them, nor the eyes. 
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of men ever feen them : neither hath the eye feen, 
OvGod, befides thee ; and tho’ there is a revelation 
made, yet unlefs God gives men eyes to fee, and 
ears to hear, divine truths will remain unknown 
to them; and thofe who have knowledge of them, 
it is but imperfect; perfect knowledge of them is 
referved to another ftate. Thefe are myfteries, and 
tho’ revealed, remain fo; the modes of them being 
unknown, or'the manner how they are is infcruta- 
ble; fuch as the mode of each perfon’s fubfifting 
in the Trinity; and how the two naturés, human 
and divine, ‘are united in the perfon of Chrift. 
Moreover, under the Old Teftament-difpenfation, 
thefe things were not fo clearly revealed as now; 
they were the fellowfnip of the myftery hid in 
God, the treafure of gofpel-truths hid in the field 
of the fcriptures ; they were wrapt up in the dark 
figures and fhadows of the ceremonial law, and 
exprefied in ob{fcure prophecies; they were kept 
feeret fince the beginning of the world, from ages 
and: generations paft, and not fo made known, as 
now,-to the holy apoftles and prophets ;'a more 
full and clear knowledge of them was referved to 
gofpel-times. This may alfo include the bleffings 
of grace, more peculiarly prepared and provided 
for the church of Chrift: under the gofpel-difpen- 
fation, efpecially in the latter part of it, as the 

romife of the Spirit; more {piritual light and 
sete peace in abundance, and fuch as paf- 
feth all underftanding ; and particularly what will 
be enjoyed inthe perfonal reign of Chrift, defcribed 
in fo pompous a manner, Rev. xx. and xxi. and 
it may be applied to the glories of the future ftate, 
which are fuch as the eye of man has never feen, 
nor his ear heard; and as the apoftle adds, have 
not entered into the heart of man to conceive of ; 
‘and as Farchi paraphrafes the words here, ‘* the 
**-eye of any prophet hath not feen what God 
s¢ will do for him that waits for him, except thine 
*< eyes, thou, O God;” having cited a paflage of 
their Rabdins out of the Talmud °, which interprets 
the words of the world to come, ‘* all the pro- 
«© phets fay, they all of them prophefied only of 
“© the days of the Meffiah ; but as to the world 
*< to come, eye bath not feen, &c.” Some read 
the words, neither has the eye feen God befides thee, 
who will do for him that waiteth for him”? 5 that is, 
none befides thee, O Chrift, who lay in the bofom 
of the Father, and was privy to all, Fobn i. 18: 
what be hath prepared for him that waiteth for him, 
the apoftle quotes it, for them that love him; which 
deferibes the fame perfons ; for thofe'that wait for 
the Lord love him, and thofe that love him will 
wait for him ; as Old Teftament-faints did for the 
firft coming of Chrift, and as New Teftament- 
faints now wait on him, in the miniftry of his 
word’ and: ordinances, for his fpiritual prefence, 
and ‘alfo are waiting for his fecond coming, and 
for the ultimate glory ; and for fuch perfons, un- 
feen and unheard-of things are prepared in the 
counfels and purpofes of God, and in the covenant 
of his grace; Chrift, and all things with him ; 
the gofpel, and the truths of it, ordained before 
the world was ; and all the blefiings of grace and 
@lory. “Fhe Zargum is,-‘* and fince the world 
“was, ear hath not heard the voice of mighty 
S* deeds, nor hearkened to the fpeech of trem- 
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** bling ; nor hath eye feen, what thy people faw, 
** the Shekinab of the glory of the Lord, for there 
“* is none befides thee, what thou wilt do to thy _ 
“* people, the righteous, who were of old, who 
‘wait for thy falvation.” 
¥. 5. Thou meeteft bim that rejoiceth, &c.] Not 
in a carnal way, nor in a finful manner, nor in 
an hypocritical one, or in vain boaftings, all fuch 
rejoicing is evil: but in the Lord, in the perfon 
of Chrift,; in the greatnefs, glory, and fulnefs of . 
his perfon ; at the promife, and in the view of his 
coming in the flefh, as Abraham did; in the grace 
of God difplayed in him,, and in hope of the glory 
of God by him; fuch a frame of fpirit is agree- 
able to the Lord: and worketh righteoufne/s ; a 
truly gracious foul is not idle, but works; not in 
his own ftrength, nor for life, or any thing but 
what is juft and right ; no man indeed can work 
out a perfect righteoufnefs, nor fhould men at- 
tempt to work out one for juftification before 
God; but fhould lay hold by faith on the righte- 
oufnefs of Chrift, which is the evangelical and 
beft way of working righteoufnefs ; and fuch do 
works of righteoufnefs in faith, which is doing 
them in the beft manner, and the courfe of life of 
fuch is righteous ; and thefe are regarded by the 
Lord, efpecially fuch who rejoice to work righte- 
oulnefs, or do it, in a chearful joyful manner, 
which perhaps is the fenfe of the words: now fuch 
the Lord meéereth, or has been ufed to meet, in 
former ages, in all generations, even in a way of 
love, grace, and mercy; and prevents them with 
the bleffings of his goodnefs; indulges them with 
comntunion with himfelf thro’ his Son, typified 
by the mercy-feat ; and at the throne of his grace, 
and in his houfe and ordinances. The Fewi/h com- 
mentators underftand this phrafe in a different man- 
ner. R. Yonah and Farchi interpret it of God’s 
meeting the righteous, and removing them out of 
the world by death, according to 1 Kings ii. 25. 
and Aben Ezra, of his receiving their prayers and 
interceffions for others, according to J/ xlvii. 3. 
Kimchi joins both fenfes together, ‘* the righteous, 
*¢ who were doing thy commandments with joy, 
“© are not now in the world, to ftand in the gap 
“¢ for us.” Thofe that remember thee in thy ways; 
they remember there is a God, and worfhip him ; 
the perfections of his nature, and adore them; his 
works of providence, and admire them ; and his 
bleflings of grace and goodnefs, and are thankful 
for them: they remember him iz his ways ; in the 
ways of his providence, which are unfearchable, 
and paft finding out; in the ways of his grace. 
and merey, fo the Targum; or for or becaufe % of 
thefe, and praife his name; and in the ways of his 
commandments, which they obferve. Behold, thou 
art wroth, and we have finned , or, becaufe we bave 
finned * ; as for us, we have finned, and juftly in- 
curred the difpleafure of God ; and it is no wonder 
he hides his face from us, and does not mect us, 
as he has been ufed to meet his people formerly. 
The people of God fin, and this is taken notice of 
by him, and refented ; and which is the caufe of 
all their affi€tions, in which the Lord appears to 
be wroth with them; not that he is properly fo, 
for afflictions to them are not in vindictive wrath ; 
but he feems to be wroth with them, he carries it 
towards 
eo ond mey nd nds ani 5 


uniter, 
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towards them as if he was, when he chaftifes them, 
and hides his face from them. Jn thofe is continu- 
ance, and we foall be faved, OF, im thefe we have 
been of old * ; that is, in thefe fins ; we are old fin- 
ners, finners in Adam, finners from our birth, and 


fo in thefe fins is continuance: faints indeed do not 


continue in a courfe of fin, yet fin continues in 
them, and they are continually finning in thought, 
word, or deed ; yet neverthelefs there is, falvation 
from all their fins in Chrift, in.whom they fhall. be 
faved : or there is continuance in works of righte- 
oufnels, and in the chearful performance of them; 
the principle of well doing continues in believers, 
which is the grace of God, and fpiritual {trength, 
by which they do well; and through the grace of 
Chrift, they. perfevere in faith and. holinefs, and 
perfevering herein fhall be faved. Or rather there 
is continuance in the ways of God, in the ways of 
his grace and mercy ; in them there is conftancy, 
perpetuity, and eternity, as the word fignifies; his 
love is an, everlafting love; his mercy is from 
everlafting to everlafting, and endures for ever , 
he is unchangeable in his grace and promifes, and 
hence his people fhall not be confumed, in their 
fins by his wrath, but fhall be everlaftingly faved; 
which is entirely owing to his permanent and im- 
mutable grace, and not to their works of righte- 
oufnefs, as appears by what follows. 

y. 6. But we are all as an unclean thing, &e.] 
Or, we have been; fo all men are in a fate of 
nature : man was made pure and holy, but by fin- 
ning became impure ; and, this impurity 1s propa- 
gated by natural generation, and belongs to all, 
none are free from it; and there is no cleanfing 


from it, but by the grace of God, and blood of 


Chrift: all are not fenfible of it ; fome are, as the } 


church here was, and owns it, agd the univerfality 
of it, and compares herfelf and members to an wx- 
clean ibing on account of it; fo men defiled with 
fin, are compared to unclean creatures, dogs and 
fwine, and to unclean perfons ; to fuch as are co- 
vered with loathfome. difeafes, and particularly to 
Jeprous perfons, and who may_be chiefly intended 
here ; they being defiled and defiling, loathfome 
and abominable, their difeafe fpreading and conti- 
nuing, and incurable by phyficians; hence. they 
were jeparated from the company of men; and the 
words may be rendered, as au unclean perfon “, as 
fuch were by the law : .or we are, in our own fenfe 
and apprehenfion of things ; and this may refpect 
not only the impurity of nature, but a general 
corruption in doctrine and manners among the pro- 
feflors of religion, fuch as was in, the Feqwi/h church 
about the time of Chrift’s coming... Aud all our 
righteoujneffes are as filthy rags; which is to be un- 
derftood not of the righteoufnefs of fome perfons 
in the church, which lay in outward rites, cere- 
menies, and facrifices, which were no righteouf- 
nefs before God, and could not take away fin ; 
and were indeed on many accounts, as they were 
performed, loathfome and. abominable; fee ch. i. 
11—14. or of others that Jay in outward legal du- 
tics and works of the law, which were not done 
from right principles, as well.as not perfect ; and 
fo, becaufe of the impurity, imperfection, pride and 
vanity that appeared-in them, were abominable to 
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preda, Gen. xlix. 27, 
Gaffetius, Ebr. Comment. p. 581. 
So Ben Melech interprets it of falling. 
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the Lord: but of the righteoufneffes of the-chu 


herfelf ; not of the righteoufnefs\ of Chrift, whith 


was made hers by imputation ; for this,is not rags, 
but a robe, the beft robe, and wedding, garment, 
much lefs filthy, but pure, and) fpotlef{s, ,beauti 

and glorious, as well as a proper,covering ;: but 


then, though this is the church’s, and all true be- 


lievers, by gift, by imputation. and application, 
yet it is properly Chrift’s, and is in him, andds 
oppofed to their own righteoufnefs; which is, 

is intended here, even the beft of it, fuch works 
of righteoufnefs as are done by them in the beft 


/manner ; they are rags, not whole, but imperfeét, 


not fit to appear in before God, and by which they 
cannot be juftified in his fight; they are f/éby ones, 
being attended with. imperfection and, fiay; and 


| thefe converfation-garments need. continual wafh- 


ing in the blood of Jefus ; this is the language-not 
of a natural man, or of .a Pharifee, but of a fen- 
fible finner, a truly gracious foul. The words, may 


'be rendered, .as a menjftruous cloth, as fome; or 


as a garment of {poil or prey *, as Aben Ezra, rolled 
in blood, either in war, or. by a beaft of prey; or 
as a foul plaifter or cloth taken off)a fore with pu- 
rulent matter. on it ’, as others;.or any other im- 
pure and naufeous thing. | Hottinger + thinks t 


| word has fome affinity. with the 4rabie Tay, which 
fignifies running water, fach as the waterof afoun- 


tain or well; fo that the fenfe may, be, that)the 
church’s righteoufnefs was like a cloth fo polluted 
and fpotted, that it could not be wafhed out cleans 
but with clear and running water; and.in every 
fenfe in which it, may be taken,.it ferves to, fet 
forth the impurity. and imperfection of the beft 
righteoufnefs of men, and to fhew, that their works 
are not the caufe of falvation, the church had.an 
affurance of in the preceding verle:. aud weall da’ 
fede. as a-leaf, or fall* as one ; as, leaves in. aus 
tumn: this is to be underftood of a great pai 
and perhaps of the greater part of the vifible mem- 
bers of the church ; not of true believers and real 
members, for thefe are rooted ‘in the love of Ged, 
and in Chrift, and have the root of the.matter-in 
them, the true grace of God and therefore, tho? 
they meet with many bluftering ftorms,. yet don’t 
caft their leaf of profeffion; indeed there, may be, 
as there often are, decays and declenfions in them 
but rather this is to be interpreted of carnal pro~ 
feffors, with which, at this time, the church a~ 


bounded, who had no true grace in them ; and fo 


dropped their profeffion, and became like trees whofe 
fruit withered, were without fruit; or like trees 
in the fall of the year, which are without fruit, 
and fhed their leaves, ‘Jude ¥. 12: and our iniquin, 
ties like the wind have taken us away; as a leat falli 
from the tree is carried away with thewind, which 
it is not able to withftand ; fo formal. and. carnal 
profeffors are carried away thro’ their, fins,. with: 
the wind of perfecution, and apoftatize: or rather, 
for their fins the ews were carried captive, as be- 
fore to Babylon, fo now by the Romans into}varin, 
ous countries, where they are difperfed at this day 
to which this pafflage may have fome refpect. . Jus- 
quities ave put for the punifhment of them; fo the 
Targum, ‘ and because of our fins, as the wind we 
‘“* are taken away.” - » 9 tied sages: yoorts 
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dough 7. And there is none that calleth upon thy name, 
~ (8ze.]) Upon the Lord himfelf, who is gracious and 
-merciful, omnipotent, omnifcient, and omnipre-_ 
‘fent, and all-fufficient,. a God hearing and an- 
'fwering prayer, and the Father of his people ; all 
‘which fhould engage to call upon him: or, there 
is none that prays in thy name, as the Targum; none 
that prays to God in the name of his Son, the 
only: Mediator between God and men; he is the 
sway of accefs to the Father; his name is to be ufed | 
and made mention of in prayer { acceptance is only 
‘thro’ him, and all favours are conveyed by him ; 
fee ‘Yobm xiv. 13,14. and’ xvi. 23, 24. not that 
there were abfolutely none at all that prayed to 
God, and called upon or in his name, but com- 
paratively they were very few; for that there were | 
fome itis certain, fince this very complaint is made | as a body civil and ecclefiaftic, are ufed as argu- 
ina prayer ; but the number of fuch was fmall, ments for ‘mercy and favour. 
efpecially that prayed in faith, in fincerity, with} y. 9. Be not wroth very fore, O Lord, &c:]} 
fervency and importunity; ‘and when this‘is the | They knew not how to deprecate the difpleafure of 
cafe, it is an argument and evidence of great de-] God entirely; having’ finned fo greatly againit 
‘clenfion: that ftirreth up bimfelf to take hold of thee, | him, they were fenfible they deferved his wrath; 
to exercife faith on God, as their covenant-God ; | but intreat it might not be hot and very vehement, 
to lay hold on the covenant itfelf, the bleffings:and | and carried’ to the higheft ‘pitch, which would be 
promifes of it, and plead them with God: or to] intolerable: meither remember iniquity for ever, to 
pray unto him, which is a wreftling with him, | affiict and punifh for it, but forgive it, for not 
when faith lays hold upon God, and will.not let |to remember fin, is to forgive it; and not infli& 
him go without the bleffing ; and is an intreaty of | the deferved punifhment of it, but take off and re- 
him not to depart, when he feems to be about it; | move the effects of divine difpleafure, which as yet 
or a detaining of him, as the difciples detained | continued, and had a long time, as this petition 
Chrift,, when he feemed as if he would go from | fuggefts ; and therefore fuits better with the pre- 
them ; and is alfo an importunate defire that he | {ent long captivity of the Fews, than their feventy 
would return, when he is departed ; ‘and an earneft| years captivity in Babylon, Behold, fee, we befeech 
requeft not to ftrike, when ‘his hand is lifted up: | thee, we are all thy people; look upon all our trou- 
faith in prayer does, as it were, take hold of the} bles and diftreffés, and upon us under them, with 
hands of God, and will not fuffer him to ftrike his | an eye of pity and compaffion; and confider that 
children; juft as’a friend lays hold on a father’s | we are thy people, not only by creation, but by 
hand, when‘he is about to give his child a blow | covenant and profeffion, even every one of us; or 
with it for his correction ; and fuch is the amaz- | we are all the people thou haft, the ers looking 
ing condefcenfion of God, that he fuffers himfelf | upon themfelves to be the fpecial and peculiar peo- 
to be held after this manner ; fee Gew. xxxii. 26.] ple of God, and the Gentiles as having no claim 
Exod: xxxii. 10, 11. Luke xxiv. 28, 29. now, to|to fuch a relation ; this is the pure fpirit of ¥u- 
fiir wpa man’s felf to this, is to make a diligent | daifm. The Targum is, ‘‘ lo it is manifelt before 
ufe of the means in feeking the Lord; particularly | « thee, that we are all of us thy people.” 
a frequent ufe-of the gift of prayer, and a flirring} y. 10, Thy holy cities are a wildernefs, &c.] 
of that up; a calling upon a man’s foul, and all | Meaning either Zion, the city of David, and Fe- 
within him, to engage therein ; to which are op- | rufalem; the one called the upper, the other the 
pofed flothfulnefs, &c. cold, lukewarm, negligent | lower city; now uninhabited, and a mere wilder- 
performance of duty, which is here complained of; | nefs: or elfe the other cities of Fudea, in which 
there were none, or at leaft but few, that ftirred | were formerly fynagogues for religious fervice, and 
up or aroufed® themfelves. God's profeffing peo- | in which dwelt many godly families, where the 
ple are fometimes afleep ; and tho’ it is high time | worfhip of God was kept up; but now a defert, 
to awake out of fleep, yet no one aroufes himfelf } at leaft quite devoid of true religion and godlinefs. 
or others. For thou haft hid thy face from us; or | Zion is a wilderne/s; Ferufalem a defolation,; which 
removed the face of thy Shekinab or divine ma- | are either explanative of the holy cities in the pre- 
jefty from us, as the Targum, being provoked by | ceding claufes, or are mentioned as diftiné&t from 
fuch a conduét towards him, as before exprefled: | them ; the account proceeding from the leflér 
for it may be rendered, therefore thou haft bid, &c.| to the metropolitan cities, which fared no better 
or though, or when, this was the cafe, yet no} than they did, but equaily lay defolate ; and which. 
man fought his face and favour, or intreated he | fulfilled the prophecy in Mic. iii. 12. and was: the 
would ‘return again: and bajft confumed us becaufe | cafe of thofe cities, at the deftruction of them by 
of our iniquities; by the fword, famine, peftilence, | Titus and to this day are in a ruinous condition 
and captivity. ‘ | in the hands of the’ Turks. ; 
*¥. 8. But now, O Lord, thou art our Father, ¥. 11. Our boly and our beautiful boufe, &c.] 
&e.} Notwithftanding all that we have done againft | Meaning the temple, the houfe of God, as Aben 
thee, and thou haft done to us, the relation of a |'Ezra; called holy, becaufe dedicated to holy ufes ; 
Father continues ; thou art our Father by creation | where the holy facrifices were offered up, the holy 
and adoption ; as he was in a particular manner to} {ervice of God performed ; and where the holy 
the Fews, to whom belonged the adoption ; and | God granted his prefence, and where were the fym- 
ther this relation is-pleaded, that mercy might | bols of it: and deautiful, in its building, as the 
Ee te) ad area firft 
O Woe yay « t oT) et i 
i Sores feipfum exfufcitat, Forerius ; excitans fe, Montanus, Junius & Tremellius. So the Targum, that awakes, 
_ © % quamvis, Gataker ; cum, Junius & Tremellius ; quando, Forerius. : 


s 


be fhown them ; and fo the Targum, * and thou, 
** Lord, thy mercies towards us are many (or let 
** them be many) as a father towards dis children.” 
We are the clay, and thou our potter, sefpecting 
their original formation out of the duft of the 
earth; and fo expreffing humility in themfelves, 
and yet afcribing greatnefs to God, who had cu- 
rioufly formed them, as the potter out of the clay 
forms vefléls for various ufes : it may refpedct their 
formation as a body politic and ecclefiaftic, which 
arofe from fmall beginnings, under the power and 
providence ‘of God; fee Deut. xxxii. 6: and we 
all are the work of thy band and therefore regard 
us, and deftroy us not; as men don’t ufually de- 
{troy their own works: thefe relations to God, and 
circumftances in which they were as creatures, and 
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firft, temple was that was built by Solomon ra 
here the fecond temple is meant, built by Zorebabel, 
which being repaired and beautified by Herod, was 
avery beautiful building; and the Fews fay *, that 
“* he who has not feen the building of Herod, has 
“ never feen a beautiful building ;” or it may be 
rendered, the hou/e of our bolinefs, and of our glory *; 
where their holy fervices were performed, and which 
was the glory of their nation, and of which they 
gloried and boafted : where our fathers praifed thee; 
with! pfalms and fongs ; the fingers in the temple, 
as Aben Ezra; and the priefts and all the people 
alfo, who by their various fervices, as. well as 
fongs, gave praife and glory to God in this place ; 
they don’t mention their own fervices and _praifes, 
which they had been very negligent of, or not fin- 
cerely performed ; but their fathers, which had been 
acceptable to the Lord, and. therefore would bear 
mentioning when theirs would not: now this place, 
in which the glory of God and the intereft of his 
people were concerned, is durnt up with frre, this 
is true, as Kimchi obferves, both of the firft and 
fecond temple; the firft was burnt with fire by 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, Fer. lit. 13. and 


CHAP. LXV. isa vt : 


HIS chapter contains an anfwer to the prayer 

begun ch. Ixiii. 15. and continued in the pre- 
ceding chapter; in which reafons are given by the 
Lord for fuffering fuch calamities, as are before- 
mentioned, to come upon the Fewi/h nation ; par- 
ticularly their rejection of the gofpel, as preached 
by Chrift and his apoftles, and cleaving to the tra- 
ditions of the fathers, and to their own righteouf- 
nefs ; which difobedience and rebellion are agera- 
vated by the Geztiles quick reception of the gofpel, 
as foon as preached to them, y. 1, 2. as alfo the 
idolatry of their fathers, their impurity and breach 
of the divine laws, ¥. 3, 4, 7. as well as their own 
pride, hypocrify and felf-confidence, y. 5. all which 
being obferved. by the Lord, was highly provoking 
to him ; and he was determined to recompenfe into 
their bofoms their own, fins, and the fins of their 
fathers, whofe meafure they filled up, ¥. 6, 7. 
neverthelefs he would have a regard to a remnant 
among them, in whom the true grace of God would 
be found, and who fhould have a name and a place 
in the gofpel-church-ftate, and be preferved from 
the general deftruction, ¥. 8, 9, 10. but as for the 
unbelieving Fews, they fhould be punifhed with the 
fword, with famine, with difgrace, with diftrefs, 
vexation, and a curfe; when the fervants of the 
Lord fhould have food, and joy, and honour, and 
blefs themfelves in the Lord, and ferve him, y.11 
-—16. and the chapter is concluded with promifes 
of a new and happy ftate to the Yews upon their 
converfion in the latter day; which will be at- 
tended with much fpiritual joy, with abundance of 
outward felicity, with great fafety and fecurity, and 
with the-prefence of God, y. 1%-—25. 


¥.1. L am fought of them that afked not for 
me, 8c.] That this is a prophecy of the calling 
and converfion of the Gentiles is not to be doubted, 
dince the apoftle Paul has quoted it, and applied 


* 'T Bab Bava Bathra, fol. 4. 1. & Succa, fol.gt.2. 
& glovie noftre, Calvin, Junius & Tremellius, Forerius. 
®So with the Rabbins, wy y"T is 7s preach ; 


for all grace from him, righteo 


wey is a preacher ; 
ferme 5 and WT an expofition; fee Buttort Lex. Rab. oa 583) open 
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the fecond by the Romans under Titus the Romam, 
emperor, as ‘fo/ephus ‘relates : and all our pleafamt. 
things are laid wafte, their pleafant land, and pleaz 
fant cities, and efpecially Ferufalem, the palaces of 
their princes and nobles, and. all the: riches and. 


grandeur of them, the temple, and all the rich 


vefiels and utenfils in it. . - 2. St vyiiieteeniat 

¥.12. Wilt thou refrain thyfelf for thefe things, 
O Lord? &c.] From delivering us out of our 
troubles and miferies, and taking vengeance on our 
enemies, and fhewing thy zeal for thine own glory; 
or, as Kimchi paraphrafes_ it, {< how. canft thou 
“* contain thyfelf for. thefe things, and not have 
‘¢ mercy ?” how canft thou bear to fee Judea, and 
all its cities, a wildernefs ; feru/alem, and the teme 
ple of it, in ruins ?. wilt thou hold thy peace? ony 
be filent, and not plead thine own caufe, and the 
caufe of thy people? and afli® us very fore? 
exceedingly, even to extremity; or, for ever, as 
the Targum, thinking it long, as. well as heavy: 
Ferom obferves, that the Jews fay thefe words in 
their fynagogues every day; which fhew that they 
cook upon this prophecy to refpect their prefent 
cafe. crbey ator 


yo 


tity 


it to that cafe, Rom. x. 20. and is here mentioned 
as an ageravation of the fin of the Jews, in. rer 
jecting Chrift, when the Gentiles received him; and 
was the reafon of their being rejected of God, and 
the gofpel being taken away from them, and given 
to another people, and of the Lord’s removing 
his prefence from the one to the other. The Gene 
tiles are defcribed as thofe that aed not for Chrift, 
or after him, as the apoftle fupplies it; they, had 
not afked for him, nor after him, nor any thing 
about him; nor of him defore this time, as the 
Vulgate Latin verfion renders it; they were with- 
out Chrift, the pramifes and prophecies concerning 
him; and fo had no knowledge of him, nor made 
any enquiry about him, who or what he. was, 
they did not afk after his coming, or for it; did 
not defire it, or him, and were in no expectation 
of it; they afked no favour of him, nor faw any 
need of him, or worth in him; and yet now he 
was foixbt of them; or, as the apoftle has it, was 
made manifeft unto them; and fo the Septuagint ver- 
fion; that is, he was manifefted to them in. the 
gofpel, and by the miniftry of it ; which is ar 

velation of him, of falvation by him, of juftif. 
cation by his righteoufnefs, of peace and. pardon 
by his blood, of atonement by his facrifice, and 
of eternal life thro’ him ; and the words will bear 
to be rendered, J was preached unto them; for from 
this word are derived others *, which fignify AD 
expounder, and an interpretation, or, exp A 5 
and this was matter of fact, that Chrift y 
ed to the, Gentiles upon the Fews rejectior 
which is one branch of the myftery of goc 
1 Zim. iii. 16. and uponthis he was fought ¢ 


they fought him early and is and ae 

to have him and his gofpel preached to them again 
and again, fs xiii. 42-—48. they fought after, the 
knowledge of him, and for an intere tin k m, and 


els, falvation and 
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eternal life; and for all the fupplies of grace, as 
all fenfible finners do ; this they did as foon as he 
was made manifeft to them by the word, and efpe- 
cially as foon as he was revealed in them, or 
manifeft in their hearts by his Spirit: J am found 
of them that fought me not, that had not fought 
him before the gofpel came to them; they fought 
the world, and the things of it, for after all thefe 
things do the Gentiles feek, they fought after the 
‘wifdom of the world, the vain philofophy of it; 
the Greeks feek after wifdom, and at mott and beft 
they only fought after morality and outward righ- 
teoufneis, but not after Chrift, till he was fet up 
in the gofpel as an enfign to them, J. xi. 10. but 
being preached in it, they were fet a feeking after 
him, and found him in it, of whom it is tull; in 
the doétrines, promifes and ordinances of it; in 
whom they found righteoufnefs, life and falvation, 
food, and plenty of it, reft fpiritual and eternal, 
and everlafting glory and happinefs : J faid, bebold 
me, behold me, unto a nation that was not called by 
my name; which {till defcribes the Gentiles, who 
formerly were not called the people of God, even 
thofe who now are, Hof. ii. 23. 1 Pet. ii, 10. this 
Chrift fays to them in the goipel, whofe eyes he 
opens by his Spirit, to behold the glory of his 
perfon, the riches of his grace, his wondrous love 
and condefcenfion, the abundance of bleffings in 
him, and the compleat falvation he has wrought 
out for finners ; and the words are repeated to fhew 
that Chrift is only to be beheld, ana is always to 
be looked unto; as well as it declares the hearti- 
nefs of Chrift, and his willingneis that finners 
fhould look unto him, and be faved; and all this 
is a proof of the preventing grace of God in the 
converfion of men, he is frit in it; before they 

_ afk any thing of him, or about him, or his Son, 
he manifefts himfelf; he reveals Chrift, beitows 
his grace, and prevents them with the bleffings of 
his goodnefs. A. Mo/es the prieft, as Aben Ezra 
obferves, interprets this of the nations of the world; 
and that the fenfe is, ‘* even to the Gentiles that 
*< are not called by my name I am preached ;* 
which agrees with the apoftle’s fenfe of them; {ee 
the note on Rom. x. 20. 

y.2. I have fpread out mine hands all the day 
unto a rebellious people, &c.] Meaning I/rael, as 
the apoftle explains it, Rom. x. 21. whom he calls 
@ dijobedient and gain -Jaying people; who believed 
not in Chrift, obeyed not his gofpel, but contra- 
dicted and blafphemed it; and were rebellious a- 
gainft him, would not have him to reign over 
them, nor fubmit to his ordinances; though he 
moft affectionately invited them, earneftly prefled 
and urged them, and that daily and frequently, to 
attend his miniftry ; and ufed all human methodes 
to gain audience of them, and acceptance with 
them, but all to no purpofe; fee Mate. xxiii. 37. 
they remained obftinate and inflexible, and fo they 
did under the miniltry of his apoftles ; for not- 
withftanding their ill ufage of him, he ordered the 
gofpel co be iirft preached to them, as it was, till hey 
treated it with fuch indignity and contempt, that 
the apoftles turned away trom them to the Gentiles, 
as they were bid; fee dis xiii. 46, 47. The Tar- 
gum is, ** 1 fent my prophets every day,” &c. |lows the marginal ® reading; as do the Targum, 
which walketh in a way that was not good, after | Aben Ezra, Farchi and Kimchi; but the written 
their own thoughts; in their own way, of their own | text is, a ped *, or piece, or pieces, of abo- 
devifing, chufing and approving, and which was | minable things ; both may be retained in the fenfe 


a wicked one; and after their own imaginations 
and inventions ; after the traditions of the elders, 
the doétrines and commandments of men; and 
fter-a righteouffefs of their own, which they 
fought by the works of the law, and fo fubmitted 
not to, but rejected the righteoufnets of Chrift. 
_¥.3. A people that proveketh me to anger con- 
tinually to my face, &c.] They committed their 
fins openly, without any fear of the divine being, 
and in defiance of him, not at all awed by his 
omnifcience and omniprefence ; they committed 
them in the open ftreets, and even in the temple, 
the place of the divine refidence; and thefe they 
did conftantly, which provoked him to anger and 
wrath againft them; particularly the following fins: 
that facrificeth in gardens ; to idols, as the Targum, 
placed there, as they were under every green-tree ; » 
or in groves, where idols were worfhipped. £or- 
tunatus Scacchus * thinks this refers to their having 
their fepulchres in their gardens, where they con- 
fulted the dead; which is favoured by a claufe in 
the next verfe: and burneth incenfe on altars of 
brick ; or, upon bricks*, Kimchi fays, when they 
made bricks, they put upon them incenfe for idols; 
Or, “pon tiles; upon the roofs of their houfes, which 
were covered with tiles; fee Fer. xix. 13. when in- 
cenfe fhould only have been burnt upon the golden 
altar erected for that purpofe, Exed. xxx. 1, 3. not 
that thefe idolatrous actions were committed by the 
Jews in the times of Chrift and his apoftles, the 
times preceding their laft deftruction ; for after 
their return from the Babylonifs captivity, they were 
not guilty of idolatry ; but thefe were the fins of 
their fathers, which God would recompence ‘into 
their bofoms, according to ¥.7. they now filling 
up the meafure of their iniquities, Matt. xxiii. 32. 
¥.4. Which remain among the graves, &c.} In 
order to practife necromancy, to confult the dead, 
where they imagined demons and departed fpirits 
haunted, and of whom they fancied they might 
get knowledge of future things: and lodge in the 
monuments ; whole nights for the fame purpofes. 
The Vulgate Latin verfion is, that fleep in the tem- 
ples of idols, after the manner of the heathens, 
who ufed to fleep there in order to obtain dreams, 
whereby they might be able to foretel things to 
come, as they did in the temple of #/culapius ; or, 
in defolate places *, as Kimchi and Ben Melech inter- 
pret it; where they expected to meet with daemons 
and noxious fpirits, to give them knowledge of 
things to come. The Yargum paraphrafes both 
claufes thus, ‘‘ who dwell in houfes built of the 
“* duft of graves, and lodge with the corpfe of the 
*< children of men;” fo corpfe, according to Yar- 
chi, are exprefied by this word, which  fignifies 
kept, or preferved ', as in ch. xlix. 6. becaule they 
are put in.a ftrait place, from whence they cannot 
get out ; tho’ fome think idols are meant, called 
fo by way of derifion, becaufe kept for fear of 
being ftolen, or becaufe they cannot keep them- 
felves, nor their votaries: which eat [wines flefh; 
forbidden by-the law, Lev. xi. 7: and broth of abo~ 
minable things is in their veffelss or pots; broth 
made of fwines flefh, and of other forts of flefh 
which were unclean by the law. Our verfion fol- 
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of the paffage ; flices of flefh unclean, and fo abo- 
minable by the law, were put into their pots and 
ftewed, and made broth of, which they drank. 
Spencer © thinks the milk in which kids were boiled 
is meant, which the Zadians kept in veffels, and 
fprinkled on the trees in their gardens, to make 
them more fruitful; hence mention is made. of 
idolatrous praétices in gardens, in the preceding 
verte. 

¥. 5. Which fay, ftand by thyfelf, &c.]  Ac- 
cording to ben Ezra, Farcht and Kimchi, thefe 
are the unclean perfons that did the above things ; 
who fay to the righteous, draw near to thyfelf ? ; 
fo the words are, go to thine own place, or to 
thine own company: and come not near to me; 
keep off at a diftance, as unworthy of fuch com- 
pany: for I am holier than thou, but this is the 
language of a felf-righteous man, of a Pharifee 
that ftri€tly obferved the rituals of the law; and 
fitly defcribes fuch who lived in the times of 
Chrift ; ‘and exactly agrees with the characters of 
fuch, who not only would have no dealings with 
the Samaritans, but wafhed themfelves when they: 
came from market, or any public place, left they 
fhould be defiled with the common people of their 
own nation ; and even with religious perfons, would 
not ftand near them whilft praying; but defpited 
them, if they had not arrived to that pitch of out- 
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ftant remembrance, and punifhment for themwas” 
determined by him, written in the book of his de-- 
crees: I wall not keep filence; but threaten with de- 
ftruction, and not only threaten, but execute ; ‘plead 
againft them really, as well as verbally, with. fore 
judgments: dut will recompence, even. recompence 
into their bofom ; full and juft recompence.of.pu- 
nifhment for all their tranfgreffions,\ as it follows. 
The Targum is, ‘* I will recompence to them the 
“* vengeance of their fins, and deliver their bodies 
*¢ to the fecond death.” o best srt 
¥.7. Your iniquities, and the iniquities of your 
fathers together (faith the Lord), &c.] That: is, 
the punifhment both of the one, and of the other ; 
thefe being alike, and continued from. father to 
fon, and approved of, and-committed by one ge- 
neration after another, till the meafure was filled 
up; and then the recompence of reward is given 
for all of them together at once : which have burnt 
incenfe upon the mountains, and blafpbhemed me upon 
the bills ; where they offered incenfe, and other fa- 
crifices to idols, which was interpreted by the ord 
as a blafpheming and reproaching of him; fee ch. 
lvii. 7. Fer. 2.20. and ii. 6: therefore wall I mea- 
fure their former work into their bofom; punith them 
for their former fins, as well as their latter ones 
and both together. 
¥.8. Thus faith the Lord, as the new 
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ward fanétity they had; fee Zobn iv. 9. Mark vii. |found in the clufter, &c.] Now, left the truly 


4. Luke xviii. 9, 11, 12. The phrafe may be ren- 
dered, do not touch me’; and the Pharifees would 
not fuffer themfelves to be touched by the common 
people, nor would they touch them. Maimonides ' 
fays, ‘* if the Pharifees touched but the garments 
*< of the common people, they were defiled all 
‘© one as if they had touched a profluvious perfon, 
** and were obliged to dip themfelves all over ;” 
fo that when they walked in the ftreets, they ufed 
to walk on the fides of the way, that they might 
hot be defiled by touching them’. So £pipha- 
wins‘ relates of the Samaritan Fews, that when they 
touch one of another nation, they dip themfelves 
with their clothes in water; for they reckon it a 
defilement to touch any one, or to touch any man 
of another religion; and of the Dofitheans, who 
were another fect of the Samaritans, the fame wri- 
ter obferves", that they ftudioufly avoid touching 
any, for they abhor every man. A certain Arabic 
geographer of note ”, makes mention of’ an ‘ifland 
called-the ifland of the Samaritans, inhabited by 
fome Samaritan Fews, as appears by their faying to 
any that apply to them, don’t touch ; and by this 
. it is known that they are of the ‘ews who are 
called Samaritans ; and this fame arrogant fuper- 
ftition, as - Scaliger obferves *, continues in that 
people to-this day, as thofe relate who have con- 
verfed with them thefe are a f/moke in my nofe, 
a fire that burneth all the day; very offenfive 
to the divine being, as fmoke is to the eyes and 
noftrils; very abominable to him, and whofe proud 
and vain conduct raifed indignation in him, and 
kindled the fire of his anger, which was continually 
exercifed on them; fee Luke xvi. ¥5. The Tar- 
gum is, ‘* their vengeance is in hell, where the fire 
“ burns all the day.” x 

¥. 6. Behold, it is written before me, 8ec.| This 


account of their fins ; it was in his fight and con- and fo fays the Son, being 
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godly and gracious among thefe people fhould be 
diftreffed at fuch denunciations of wrath and de- 
ftruction, it is fuggefted that thefe few, this rem- 
nant according to the election of grace, fhould be 
faved from the general ruin; as when men are 
about to cut down a vine, or pluck it up, or 
prune the unfruitful branches of it, a fingle clu- - 
iter of grapes is obferved upon it, in which new 
wine is fuppofed to be: and one faith, defiray it 
not, for a blefing is in it; one that ftands by, per- 
haps the owner of the vine feeing it, fays to his 
fervant, fpare the vine, don’t cut it down; or 
don’t cut off the branch on which the clufter is; 
for there is life and fap in it, and it may grow, 
and ‘bring forth much fruit: /o will I do fer my 
Jervants Jake, that I may not defroy them all; as 
formerly he fpared Noah at the deluge ; of whom 
the Targum paraphrafes the former claufe ; and Lot 
at the burning of Sodom; and Fofbua and Caleb, 
when all the reft that came out of Egypt perifhed 
in the wildernefs ; fo there would be, and werea 
few, whom God called by his grace, among ithe 
Jews, brought to the knowledge of Chrift, and 
into a gofpel-church-ftate in Ferufalem, and theie 
he preferved from the deftruction of it, of which 
they had previous warning, and were direéted to 
Pella, where they were fate: and fo, wherever the 
truth of grace is, fuch fhall not be deftroyed ; and 
which is a bleffing, and a blefled, work in the: heart 
of man, and is a new thing there; and- ne’ 
wine, delightful to God and man; and like w 
in the clufter, all grace, and all fpiricual bleffing: 
are with it; and which muft be tried by affitions 
to be brought into exercife, as the clufter is prefiéc 
and which is found but in a few, ‘like wi 

fingle clufter, concerning whom the Fat 

deftroy them not, being loved and c 
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esandithe fame'fays the’ Spirit, being ‘regenerated and 
“fandtified by his’ grace; ‘and fuch being the fer- 
syantsof the Lord, and partakers of his grace, he 
Sewill not foffer any of them to be deftroyed ; but 
‘encompafits them with his favour; holds - them 
‘with his right-hand ; fuffers no enemy to do them 
wrotig, and guards them with his power. 
eweog.' And [will bring forth a feed out of Facob, 
&e.) Ferom fays, moft underftand this of Chrift; 
and who indeed is called the feed of the woman, 
the feed of Abraham, the feed of David, and fprang 
from’ Facob or Lrael, and came out of the tribe 
‘of ‘Fudab ; and may be fitly fignified by the clu- 
fter;’ in’ which new wine, and a bleffing were, 
whiclt feed here is explanative of ; fince the clufters 
‘of ‘all’ divine perfections, of all the bleffings of 
race,’ and of ‘all the promifés of it, are in him ; 
and’ fince he is that feed in whom all the nations 
of the earth are blefieéd, and with whom the co- 
venant of grace was made, Gal. iii. 16. but others, 
the above ancient writer obferves, underftood it of 
the apoftles ; ‘and it feems to defign the firft that 
believed in Chrift, who were of the ‘few#/h nation, 
the'apoftles and others ; for tho’ the generality of 
that people rejected the Meffiah, there were a few 
that’ believed on him, a remnant according to the 
election of grace, whom the apoftle calls a feed, 
the Lord left’ among them, and referved for him- 
felf, Rom. ix. 29. and xi. 4, 5. fuch who received 
the feed of thé word into their hearts, and were 
born again of incorruptible feed, and which re- 
mained in them; thefe were diftinguifhed by the 
Grace ‘of God from the reft of the people, and 
were called and brought forth from among them : 
and out of Fudah an inberitor of my mountains , this 
alfo is true of Chrift, who not only came out of 
the'tribe of Fudah, as was foretold he fhould, and 
as it is manifeft he did, hence he is called the lion 
of that tribe; but he is alfo an heir or inheritor of 
the mountains of God; he is indeed heir of all 
things)” Hebi. 2. as he is the Son of God, he is 
heir by nature -of all the Father has; and as me- 
diator, “he is heir by appointment of all perfons 
and things ; he has all perfons for his inheritance, 
and in his’ pofféffion,’ and “at shis difpofe, angels 
and men’; and he is poffefled of all things, of all 
-bleffings of goodnefs, natural’ and temporal, fpi- 
ritual and ‘eternal’; “and his chofen people are 
joint heirs: with ‘him’, and who may be here 
meant ; filich as are the feéd of the Lord, are fons 
and heirs ; they are heirs of God, being the fons 
of God; heirs of his covenant, the bleffings and 
promifes* of ‘it, which is as a mountain, firm and 
immoveable; they are’ heirs of the grace of life, 
and ‘of the kingdom ; ‘heirs of righteoufhels, life 
and falvation ; of ‘eternal glory, the heavenly Ca- 
naan, fienified by the mountains ofthe Lord; al- 
luding to the mountainsion which the temple and 
Ferufalem ftood, or to thofe about Ferdfalem, or in 
the land of "Fudea'in general: and mine lett hall 
inberit it ; Chrift is God’s firft and chief elect, and 
his ‘people are chofen’in hit thro” 'gracé to glory ; 
and thefé are'the feed and heirs that do inherit 
race, and hall inherit glory; for this is to be un- 
Gerftood not literally‘of the land of Yudea, which 
was'not long inherited by any after'the times of 
Chrift-and his apoftles; to! which this’ prophecy re- 
fpects ; unlefs it can be thought to belong to the 


. 
> 


tA HL. 359 


of the heavenly country : avd my fervants-hall dwel} 
there; my righteous fervants, as the Targum ;, thefe 
are the fame with the feed, the. inheritor, and.the 
ele&t, who become the fervants of God, thro’ the 
power of his grace, and ferve him chearfully, wil- 
lingly, and without felfith ends and views; to.this 
they are chofen, and for this purpofe become: a 
fpiritual feed; nor is this inconfiftent with their 
being heirs; and who fhall receive the inheritance 
in a way of grace, and poflefs it for ever; they 
fhall dwell in the church below, and enjoy all the 
privileges of it, and fhall dwell upon their eftate 
for ever; for their inheritance is an eternal ,one, 
referved in the heavens. . bil 
¥. 10. And Sharon fhall be a fold of flocks, 8c: ] 
This was a champain country about Joppa and 
Lydda, in which were rich paftures for herds, and 
flocks, 1 Chron. xxvii. 29. it feems to be a pro- 
phecy of the converfion of fome in thofe parts, 
which had its accomplifhment in the times of the 
apoftles, Aé#s ix. 35. here Chrift had his theep, 
and here was a fold for them; or however, this 
may be expreffive of the word and ordinances, 
which are like Sharon, green and fat paftures, for . 
the flocks of Chrift to be folded and fed in: and 
the valley of Achor a place for the herds to lie down 
in; which, Aben Ezra {ays, was round about 7e- 
rufalem, but it was the valley in which Achan was 
ftoned, and becaufe of the trouble he gave to J- 
rael, and had himfelf, it was called the valley .of 
Achor, Fofo. vii. 26. this the Lord promifes fhall 
be given for a door of hope, Ho/. ii. 15. and fuch 
the word and ordinances are, where Chrift caufes 
his church and people to lie down and reft, Caz. i. 
7,8. Pf. xxiii. 2, and which are an earneft and 
pledge of future glory and happinefs, and give 
hope thereof ; are the firft fruits of it, as the valley 
of Achor is faid to be the firft place the children of 
Tfrael {et footing on, when they had paffed over 
Fordan; it lay to the north of Fericho, over againft 
Ai: for my people that have fought me; with their 
whole hearts, being firft fought and found by him, 
fee the note on y¥. I. 
¥. 11. But ye are they that forfake the Lord, &c.] 
Here the Lord returns to the body of the people 
again, the unbelievers and rejecters of the Meffiah, 
-who turned away from him, would not hear his 
doétrine, nor fubmit to his ordinances; they~ for- 
fook the worfhip of the Lord, as the Targum; yea 
fome that profeffed to be his difciples, and fol- 
lowed him for a while, left him, and walked no 
more with him, ohn vi. 60, 66: that forget my 
holy mountain ; mount Zion, the city of the living 
God, the ‘heavenly Yeru/falem, the gofpel-church, 
to which the feed or heirs, the chofen of God, and 
the “fervants of the Lord among the Yews came, 
and enjoyed the immunities of it, and worfhipped 
the Lord there ; but thefe men forgot it, and either 
never came, or if any of them did, they foon for- 
fook the affembling of themfelves together, as the, 
manner of fome was, ‘Hed. xii, 22. and x. 25 3, 
that prepare a table for that troop, or, for a troop x 
a troop of idols worfhipped; or, for Gad, which 
fome take to be the name of a ftar; and R. Mofes ° 
the prieft fays,. it, is the name. of the flar Fupiter, 
in the’ Arabic language, a. lucky ftar, The Ful- 
gate Latin verfion renders it, for fortune, and the 
word is ufed by the Fewi/h writers.’, for the god- 
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4s prepared for a ftar, and no man’ may fleep on, 


it; and a table alfo, which they might not ufe but} 


for that ftar, the fame with the table here; for 
they uied beds or couches at their tables, or at 
eating.’ And Ferom on the place fays, it was an 
old cuftom in E£eypt, particularly in Alexandria and 
other cities, on the laft day of the year, to prepare 
a table, with all kind of provifions for eating and 
drinking, by way of thankfulnefs for the fertility 
of the Jaft year, and in order to obtain it in the 
year following ; and this the [/raelites did. Table 
feems to be put for an altar, on which facrifice was 
offered to idols. Mention is made by Herodotus +, 
of the table of the fun among the £thiopians. And 
that furnifh the drink-offering unto that number ; or, 
to a number; to a number of deities, which were 
as numerous as their cities; Fer. ii. 28. and accord- 
ing to the number of them, they provided drink- 
offerings, or a mixture of wine and water; and 
alfo according to the number of the priefts that fa- 
crificed, they filled cups of wine, as archi obferves; 
or according to the number of letters in a perfon’s 


name they wifhed well to, as many cups they 


drank, to which Sanéfius thinks the.allufion is; or 
to Meni, which R. Mofes takes to be the name of 
a {tar ; fome interpret it of a number of ftars, the 
feven planets particularly ; and others of the ftar 
Mercury. Some think itis the name of an idol, 
either of an idol of the Arabians, as Pocock”; or 
of the Armenians, as others, Armenia being called 
Minni, Fer. li. 27. The Yargum interprets both 
claufes of idol-deities ; and fo in the Glofs on the 
Talmud“, they are. both faid to be the names of 
idols. Byneus* feems to me to have advanced the 
beft notion of Gad and Meni, tranflated that troop, 
and that number, which is, that the one fignifies 
the fun, and the other the moon, which he fup 
ports with many reafons ; fo Vitringa: and yet 
there is a difficulty in the words, how they are to 
be applied to the Yews in the times of Chrift and 
the apoftles, when they were not guilty of fuch 
idolatrous practices; unlefs this is to be underftood 
of the fins of their forefathers vifited on them, as 
in ¥. 3, 4. 7. tho’ this is. faid of the fame perfans 
that forfook the Lord, and forgot his mountain ; 
wherefore I am inclined to think, that fome thing 
like this is the fenfe of the words; that the evil 
charged upon this people, and of which they were 
guilty, was, that they regarded the ftars, and at- 
tributed their cafe and circumftances to the in- 
fluences of them, or to fate and fortune, rather 
than to the providence of God ; or trufted in their 
troops and numbers, and fo defied and defpifed 
the Roman army that befieged them, which was 
their ruin. 

¥. 12. Therefore will I number you to the fword, 
&c.] There is an elegancy in the expreffion, al- 
luding to Meni, that number, they furnifhed a 
drink-offering for, or trufted in; and {ince they 
did, God would number them, or appoint a num- 
ber of them to the fword; or fuffer them. to be 
flain in great numbers, even’ from one end of their 
Jand to another, Fer. xii. 12. they fhould be num- 
bered and told out, or care taken that none of 
them fhould efcape the fword of the Romans, or 
not be taken by them: and ye hall all bow down 
to the laughter; be obliged to fubmit to the-con- 
gueror, and lay down their necks to be: facrificed 
by him: ecaufe when I called, ye did not anfwer ; 


‘® Thalia, five, 1. 3. c. 18. 
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when I fpake, ye did not hear; when Chrift called 
unto them perfonally, to come and hear him, they 
turned a deaf ear to this charmer, charming fo~ 
wifely, and would not attend upon his miniftry, 
Prov. i, 24. Mati. xxiii. 37. and when he called 
to them in the miniftry of his apoftles, they re- 
jected him and his word with contempt; they put 
it away from them, contradicting and blag in; 
it, Ads xii. 45, 46. The Zargum is, “ b 
‘* J fent my prophets, and ye turned not; they 
‘* prophefied, and ye did not receive them:” dut 
did evil before mine eyes, and did chuje that wherein 
1 delighted not ; adhered to the traditions of the el-. 
ders, and taught for doétrines the commandments 
of men; and which they chofe and preferred to 
the word of God, and the gofpel of Chrift; and 
thefe were things the Lord delighted not in, yea 
abhorred; and their embracing and cleaving to 
them were evil in his fight; fee Matt. xv. 3—g9. 
¥. 13. Therefore thus faith the Lord God, &c.] 
This being the cafe, the following contraft is form- 
ed between thofe that believed in Chrift, and thofe 
that rejected him: debold, my fervants fhall eat, but 
ye foall be hungry; which has been verified in a li- 
teral fenfe; for the chriftians, the Lord’s righteous 
fervants, as the Targum in the feveral clautes calls 
them, were, as Eu/ebius © relates, by a divine warn- 
ing, directed to leave Ferufalem, before the de- 
ftruction of it; when they removed to a place 
called Pella, beyond Yordan, where they had pro- 
per accommodations ; while the unbelieving Jews 
were penned up in the city, and were ftarved, and 
multitudes of them died by famine; and in a figu-. 
rative fenfe they had a famine, not of bread, or of 
water, but of hearing the word of the Lord; the 
gofpel being taken from them, and fent to another 
people, who received it, and eat it, and were nou- 
rifhed by it; which is bread that ftrengthens, meat 
that is favory, milk that nourifhes, honey that is 
{weet to the tafte, delicious fruit, and all that is 
wholefome and healthful ; Chrift in the word par- 
ticularly, who is the Lamb of God, the fatted 
calf, the hidden manna, the bread of life and fpi- 
ritual meat, as his flefh is, is the food which be- 
lievers eat by faith, and feed upon, and are nou-, 
rifhed with ; whilft others itarve, feeding upon. 
afhes and hufks, on that which is not bread. 
Kimchi interprets this and the following claufes fix 
guratively, of the reward of the world to come, 
and of the delights and pleafures of the foul, fig- 
nified by eating and drinking ; and fo, he fays,, 
their Rabbins interpret it; fee Luke xiv. 15. Be- 
hold my fervants fhall drink, and ye foall be thinfty , 
which has the fame fenfe as before, the fame thing, 
in different words. Particularly true, believers in, 
Chrift drink of his blood by faith, which is drink 
indeed ; and of the grace of Chrift, which is the 


of the gofpel of Chrift, which is as wine a 
milk, and as cold water to a thirfty foul; 
the love of Chrift, which is better than wi 

they fhall drink of new wine with him in the 
dom of his Father; while the wicked 
after their fins and lufts now, and have no fatis- - 
faction in. them, and hereafter will w of 
water to. cool their Soret A rn 
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afbamed , of their vain confidence; of their truft 
in their own righteoufnefs, in their temple, and the 
fervice of it ; in their troops and numbers, parti- 
cularly when taken and carried captive ; and more 
efpecially this will be their cafe at the great day of 
judgment, when they fhall fee him whom they 
have pierced. 
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the true God, and eternal life, 2 Cor. i 20. 1 Fohn 
Vv. 20: and he-that jweareth in theearth, fhall fwear 

| dy the God of truth; when an oath is neceffary on 
any account, and it is proper to appeal to the fu- 
preme Being for the truth of any thing, this, in 
gofpel-times, fhould be done in the name of Chrift; 
he, who is the Amen ‘and faithful witnefs, is to 


¥. 14. Bebold my fervants fhall fing for joy of \be appealed unto, who is God omnifcient, the dif- 


heart, &c.] The fongs of electing, redeeming, 
and calling grace, with which they come to Zion 
now, and will hereafter ; having their hearts filled 
with joy unutterable, and full of glory, under a 
fenfe of the great things which God has done for 
them: dwt ye frall cry for forrow of heart, and foall 
howl for vexotion of fpirit; under the fore judg- 
ments of God upon them, the fword and famine; 
more efpecially during the fiese of Ferufalem, and 
when wrath came upon them to the uttermoft, in 
the deftruction of their city, temple, and nation, 
and they fell into the hands of the Romans, who 
carried them captive, and difperfed them in various 
places ; and as the wicked will in hell to all eter- 
nity, where is nothing but weeping, wailing, and 
gnafhing of teeth. 

¥. 15. And ye foall leave your name for a curfe 
unto my chofen, &c.| Execrable and abominable to 
them, as the name of a Few is to this day, and 
in all places; for their unbelief and impenitence, 
for their perfidy and infincerity, for their tricking 
and covetoufnefs, and other crimes they are’ ad- 
diéted to ; fee Fer. xxiv. 9: for the Lord God fhall 
Slay them, by the {word of the Romans, and by his 
jedgments, which continue upon them; the Tar- 
gum {ays with the fecond death ; and fo farchi in- 
terprets it of eternal death, which is the juft wages 
of fin: and call bis fervants by another name, a new 
name, as the Septuagint and Arabic verfions ; the 
name of the’people of God, the Gentiles formerly 
were not ‘called by; but now all that believe in 
Chrift, whether ‘ews or Gentiles, are his people ; 
the name of the fons of God, a name better than 
that of fons and daughters of the greateft poten- 
tate ; the name which the mouth of the Lord calls, 
Hephzibah and Beulah, being delighted in by the 
Lord, and married to him; or rather the name 
of chriftians, firft given to the difciples of Chrift 
at Antioch, and ever fince continued, fs xi. 26. 

y¥. 16. That be who bleffeth himfelf in the earth, 
&c.] That is fenfible he ftands in need of bleffings, 
and wifhes for them, and prays he might have 
them ; or that takes notice that he is bleffed with 
them, and acknowledges them, and is thankful for 
them : fhall blefs himfeif in the God of truth , thall. 
pray to him for bleffings he wants, and afcribe 
what he has unto him, and give him the praifé and 
glory of them ; by whom is meant, either God the 
Father, in oppofition to idols, the fictitious deities 
of the Gentiles, thofe lying vanities, which were 
not gods by nature, and to whom the God of 
truth, or the true God, ‘is often oppofed, and 
whom the Targum here calls the living God; or 
rather the Mefiiah; our Lord Jefus Chrift : for the 
words may be rendered, fhall blefs himfelf in God 
Amen ‘; that is, in God, who is the “Anen, which 
ors of the names of Chrift, Rev. iii, 14. in 

om believers are bleffed with all fpiritual blef- 

, and reckon themfelves bleffed in him, and 

afcribe bleffing to him for them ; in whom all the 
promifes of God are yea and Amen, and who is 
73 tee) Sf : 4 


, Fe mts Saale benedicet fibi in Deo Amen, Pagninus, Montanus, Vitringa; benediflurus fit in Deo Amen, 
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cerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 
Of forms of fwearing by Chrift, fee Rom. ix. 1. 
2 Cor. xii. 19, Befides, fwearing, as it is a part 
of religious worfhip, may here be put for the 
whole; fo it fignifies, that as all bleffings come 
from Chrift, fo all worfhip.and duty fhould be per- 
formed unto him, and in his name. Becauje the 
former troubles are forgotten, they are bid from mine 
eyes; which is to be underftood not of afflictions 
and perfécutions for the fake of Chrift and his go- 
fpel, for thefe, efpecially in the firft times of it, 
were very great; tho’ in the latter day they will 
ceafe, to which indeed this prophecy extends :_ but 
rather, either of the idolatry and fuperftition of the 
Gentile world, which were troublefome, and offen- 
five to God, but now removed by the clear light 
of the gofpel, and fo forgotten by him, and hid 
from his eyes ; or the carnal ordinances of the le- 
gal difpenfation, which gave great trouble to the 
worfhippers then, and could not cleanfe their con- 
{ciences, and thro’ the fear of death, on the breach 
of them, were all their life-time fubject to bon- 
dage ; but now thefe aré all done away by Chrift, 
and in gofpel-times forgotten by men, and hid from 
the fight of God, who regards them no more; fee 

Fer. iii. 16. which fenfe fuits with what follows. 
y. 17. For behold I create new heavens, and a new 
earth, &c.] This prophecy began to have its ac- 
complifhment in the firft times of the gofpel, when 
thro’ the preaching of it thete was a new face of 
things appeared in Fudea, and in the Gentile world, 
fo that the whole looked like a new world; and 
this was ll the effect of creating power, of the 
mighty, powerful, and efficacious grace of God 
attending the word, to the converfion of many 
fouls ; a new church-ftate was formed, confifting 
of perfons gathered out of the world, the old na~ 
tional church of the Fews being diffolved, and go- 
fpel-churches every where fet up ; new ordinances 
appointed, to continue till Chrift’s fecond coming, 
and the old ones abolifhed ; a new way of worfhip 
obferved, at leaft in a more fpiritual and evangelic 
manner’; a new covenant exhibited, or the cove- 
nant of gtace held forth in a new form of admi- 
niftration, the former waxen old and vanifhed a- 
way; and the new and living way to the Father, 
thro’ Chrift, made more manifeft: this will have 
a further accomplifhment at the converfion of the 
ews, which will be as life from the dead, and 
things will look like a new world with them ; their 
blindnefs will be removed, the veil will be taken 
away from them; they’ll part with all their legal 
rites and ceremonies, and the traditions of the el- 
ders, and embrace the Meffiah, and all his truths 
and ordinances; old things fhall pafs away, and 
all things become new : and it fhall have its com- 
pleat accomplifhment in the new Feru/alem-ftate, 
when not only Chrift will appear, and make all 
things new in a fpiritual fenfe, and that compleatly ; 
but even in a literal fenfe there will be new hea- 
vens, and a new earth, which Yon in vifion faw ; 
and 
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and which Peter fays, he and other believers ex- 
pected, according to the promife of God,’ when 
thefe heavens and earth fhall be diffolved and _pafs 
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no more heard in ber, norcthe voice of crying s either, 
on account of outward afflictions and: pertecution 
or on account of inward darknefs, defertion,. ; 


away} and unlefs this paflage is referred to by-him, - 


it will be difficult to find where this promife is ; 
fee Rev, xxi. 1, 2, 5. 2 Pet. iii, 13 : and the former 
Joall not be remembered, nor come into mind, either 
the old heavens and earth, which fhall pafs away, 


and be no more feen; or the former ftate both of 


the Fewifh and Gentile world , or the former trou- 
bles, as in the preceding verfe, taken in the fenfe 
of affliction and perfecution ; all antichriftian trou- 
bles fhall. ceafe in the latter day, after the conver- 
fion of the Hews, and efpecially in the new jeru- 
falem-tates fee Jf ti. 4, and xi. 9. Rev, vii. 16, 
17. and xxi. 4. <s ye 
y. 18: But be you glad, and rejoice for ever in 
that which I create, &c.} This may refer either to 
perfons converted, both at the beginning of the 
gofpel, and in the latter day, whether Jews or 
Gentiles; who are the Lord’s creation, or new crea- 
tures, Being made new men; having new, hearts 
and fpirits given them, or created within them; new 


principles of life, light, grace, and holinefs wrought 


in them, which are the produce of almighty and 
creating power ; and all fuch inftances are matter 
of joy, as to the angels in heaven, fo to the faints 
on earth, and efpecially to the minifters.of the 
gofpel ; becaufe of the grace beftowed on men, 
the glory brought to God, and their own miniftry 
blefled, and fucceeded,, and fo their hands and 
hearts fttengthened : or elfe this refers to,the ftate 
of things under the gofpel-difpenfation, in every 
age of it,, and efpecially in fome periods of it, 
particularly the firft and laft; and the whole in- 
deed is a new world or ftate of God’s creating, and 
is matter of joy to all the people of God. The 
Targum renders it, ‘* rejoice in the world of worlds, 
‘© which I create:” agreeable to which is, the ver- 
fion of bifhop Chandler *, “‘ rejoice for the age to 
“ come, that I create ;” the world to come, Hed. 
ii. 5. which Chrift is faid to be the father of, in 
the Septuagint verfion of, Jf ix. 6. the gofpel-dif- 
penfation, the Meffiah’s future world, as oppofed 
to the legal difpenfation, For bebold I create Fe- 
rufclem a rejoicing, and her people a joy; that is, 
do that) for them, thro’ the mighty power of his 
grace, as will juftly occafion joy to them, and to 
all others well affected to them ; the converfion of 
the Fews will be matter of joy to the Gentiles ; and 
that, and .the bringing in of the fulnefs of the 
Gentiles, as well as the deftruction of antichrift, 
which will occafion a new face of things in the 
world, will be matter of joy to the whole church; 
fee Rev. xviii. 20. and xix. 1—8. . 
¥..19. And I will rejoice in Ferufalem, and joy in 
my people, &c.] God himfelf rejoices in his peo- 
ple, as they are confidered in Chrift; fo he did 
from all eternity, and fo he does at the converfion 
of them ; which is the day of their efpoufals, and 
when he manifefts his love to them, and rejoices 
over them to do them good, and continues to do 
fo; and he rejoices in the exercife of his own 
race in-them, and will do fo throughout the new 
Jerufalemate, and to all-eternity. This feems 
chiefly to refpect the time of the ews converfion, 
and the latter day-glory ; and will have its moft 
compleat accomplifhment, when the tabernacle of 
God fhall “be with men, and he shall dwell amon 
them, Rev. xxi. 3. “and then what follows will be 
perfectly fulfilled, and the voice of weeping fhall be 


£ Defence of Chriftianity, ch, 2. §. 2, 


} out from: thence, from Yerufalem, or 


-&c.] As the Canaanites did, whofe houte: 


b Vid. Gloff iu T. Bab. Sanhedrin, f0l, gr, 20 | 


temptation, or the prevalence-of corruptions, Rev. 
XXiv ge | Lait ite tide. a Boas 

¥, 20. There fhall be no more thence an infant of 
days, &c.| That is, there fhall no more be carried. 


place where the church of God is, to ‘thee Cy). 
in order to be interred, an infant that has lived 
but a few days, avery common thing now; but, 
in the latter day, fuch inftances will be rare, ¢ 
rather there will be none at all; every child born 
will live to the age of man, and not be cut off 
by any immature death, either by any natural dif. 
eafe, or by. famine, or fword, or any other cala- 
mity, which will now havé no place: sor an old. 
man that bath not filled bis days; who tho’ he may 
in fome fenfe, or in comparifon of others,. be faid 
to be old, yet has not arrived to. the full term of . 
man’s life, threefcore years and ten, or more; for 
it feems, by what follows, as if the term of hu- 
man life will be lengthened in the slate day, and. 
reach in common to an hundred_ years} fo that as, 
long life is always reckoned a temporal happinefs, 
among the reft that fhall be enjoyed, this will be 
one in the latter day ; and which is to be under-~ 
{tood not of the Millennium-ftate, in which there 
will be no death, Rev. xxi, 4. which yet will be 
in this, as the following words fhow,; but of the 
ftate preceding that; even the {piritual, reign of; 
Chrift: for the child fhall die an hundred years ald 5. 
not that that fhall be reckoned a child that fhall 
die at an hundred years of age”, the life of man, 
being now, in thefe days of the Meffiah, as long 
as they were before the flood, as the Fewifh inter- 
preters imagine ; but the child that is now born, 
or he that is now a child, fhall live to the age of 
an hundred years, and not die before :% but left 
this outward happinefs fhould be trufted to, and 
a man fhould imagine that therefore he is in’ an 
happy {tate for eternity, being blefiled with fuch a 
long life, it follows, dut or tho’ the fiuner being am 
hundred years old foall be accurfed ; for though this 
fhall be common in this ftate to good men, and 
bad men, to live an hundred years, yet their death 
will not be alike; the good man will be blefied; 
and enter into an happy ftate of joy and peace ; 
but the wicked man,’ tho’ he lives as long as thé 
other in this world, fhall be accurfed at death, and 
to all eternity ; fee Eccl, vili. 12, 13. i gietels 
y. 21. And they fhall build houfes, and inhabit 
them, €c.] In Ferufalem, and other parts of Fu- 
dea; tho’ this need not be limited to the Jews, 
but be confidered as reaching to all the Lord’s 
people, the Gentiles alfo; who will be in no fear, 
of enemies, or ever be difturbed by them, but 
fhall dwell in their own houfes peaceably and 
quietly ; this is the reverfe of what is threatened 
to the wicked, Deut. xxviii. 30: and they fhall 
plant vineyards, and éat the fruit of them; they thall 
both live to dwell in their houfes when’ built, and 
till their vineyards bring forth fruit, and then ea 
of them; and they fhall be preferved from ene: 
mies breaking in upon them, and’ wafting theit 
plantations. as Ue 
¥. 22. Lhey fhail not build, and anothe inpaot 
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raelites inhabited ; but they fhall inha rit the I u 
they have built, and fhall not be « ifpoffefk 
enemy : they foall not plant, and a 
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fruit of the vines, olives, fig-trées, or others, 
planted by them: for as the days of a tree are’ the 
days of my people, not as of a leaf which falls every 
year, but as of a tree, and as of fuch that laft 
long, as oaks, cedars, and the like ; tho’ perhaps 
a tree bearing fruit fit to eat is meant; and the 
fenfe be, that the Lord’s people fhould live as long 
as the trees planted by them, and fo fhould eat 
the fruit thereof, and not leave them to others to 
partake of. The Targum, Septuagint, and Arabic 
verfions render it, ‘* as the days of the tree of 
“<< life ;” which, fome of the Raddins fay, were five 
hundred years. The allufion may be to the tree 
of life in paradife, and may be expreflive of the 
long life of good men in this ftate; and as the 
tree of life was typical of Chrift, who is a tree of 
life to them that lay hold upon him, it may de- 
note that eternal life his people have by him. And 
mine elect fhail long enjoy the work of their bands, 
what they have built and planted ; they fhall live 
Jong in their houfes, and for many years partake 
of the fruit of their vineyards. ‘The bleffing of 
Jong life is carried on with the promifes of all other 
inftances of outward happinefs. : 

¥. 23. They fhall not labour in vain, &c.] As 
they do, who build houfes, and enemies come and 
turn them out of them, and dwell in them them- 
felves; or who plant vineyards, and fow their 
fields, and ftrangets come and devour them; or 
they are fmitten with blafting and mildew: sor 
bring forth for trouble, for death, as the Targum , 
or for a curfe, as the Septuagint: the fenfe is, they 
fhall not beget and bring forth children, that’ fhall 
immediately die by fome diftemper or another, 
or be taken off by famine, fword, or peftilence, 
to the great grief and trouble of their parents; but 
thefe fhall live, and out-live their parents, fo that 
’ their death will never be a trouble to them: for 
they are the feed of the bleffed of the Lord, and their 
offspring with them; or, they are a feed, the bleffed 
of the Lord‘ or, they are a feed blefjed of God, or 
the Lord, as the Septuagint, Syriac, and Arabic ver- 
fions ; or as the Targum, <* a feed whom the Lord 
<¢ hath bleffed ;” a fpiritual feed of the church, a 
feed raifed up to ferve the Lord, whom he blefies 
with temporal and fpiritual bleffings ; and their 
offspring alfo, being made a fpiritual feed by the 
grace of God, and {ucceeding them in the church, 
in their fteps. 

¥. 24. And it fhall come to pafs, that before they 
call, I will anfwer, &c.| The fenfe is, fhould they 
be attacked by any enemy, or fear that they fhall 
be difturbed by them, and fo bethink themfelves 
of making application to the Lord for help; whilft 
they are preparing for prayer, ftirring up one an- 
ther to it, and appointing a feafon for it, to meet 


CHAP. 


ahs a chapter treats of the fame things as the 
former, the rejection of the unbelieving 
Fews, and the gard had to them that did be- 
lieve ; the converfion of that people in the latter 
day; the calling of the Gentiles, and the happy 
ftate of the church in the laft times. The caufes 
of the rejection of the Yews were their unworthy 
sotions of God, as if he was confined to the tem- 
ple of Ferufalem, and to be pleafed with external 
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toge ther on that account ; before they are.able to 
put up One petition in a regular way, the Lord will, 
appear for them, and give an anfwer of, peace :, 
and while they are yet fpeaking,, I will bear ;, whiltt 
they are praying to him, he hears and anfwer's, and 
grants their requefts, and miore, as he did Dauiel.’ 
This fhows the readinefs of the Lord to help and 
affift his people in any time of trouble, ‘or when 
they may fear an enemy.;, and is a great en- 
courageément to attend, the, throrie of grace con- 
ftantly. roe 

¥. 25. The.walf and the lamb fhall feed together, : 
&c.] Or, as one.* ;/a§ if they, were one, of the 
fame kind and nature, and lived upon the fare 
food. The people of God are comparable to 
lambs} for their harmleffhefs and innocence; and 
wicked men to wolves, for their fiercenefs and 
cruelty; but, by the gtace of God, the latter be- 
come. as mild and as, gentle as the. former, and 
live upon the famie fpiritual food, and join with, 
them in attendance on the word and ordinances, 
where they find fpiritual. refrefhment and comfort 
together ; fuch who have been perfécutors of the 
church, fhall now become mémbers of it; and 
many inftances of this kind, as there wete in the 
firft times of the gofpel, fo there fhall :be in the. 
latter day: and the lion fball eat firaw like the bul-. 
lock, or ox 3 to which creature the minifters of the 
gofpel are compared for their laborioufnefs, as 
wicked perfecutors are to lions; and fometimes 
the latter have been fo changed by the grace of 
God, as to become preachers of it, as Saul was, 
and very probably many will hereafter ; however, 
there will be no perfecution of the church after 
thofe days ; wolves and lions will have their na- 
ture changed, and be in fellowfhip with the faints, 
and be better employed than before in perfecuting 
them: and duft fhall be the Jerpent’s meat; the 
meat of the old ferpent, the devil, as was threat- 
ned, Gen. iii. 14. to which he fhall now be con- 
fined; he fhall not be able to bite the faints, be- 
ing bruifed under their feet; he fhall only have 
power over carnal, worldly, earthly-rminded men ; 
and fhall not.be able to give the church any trou-- 
ble, by inftigating men to perfecute it: they fhall 
not hurt nor deftroy in all my holy mountain, faith 
the Lord ; that is, fatan and his emiffaries ; wicked 
men, comparable to lions and wolves, fhall no 
more drink the blood of the faints, or perfecute 
the church of God ; after the calling of the Fews, 
and the bringing in the fulnefs of the Gentiles, and 
the deftruction of antichrift, there will be no more 
perfecution ‘of the church of Chrift, the mountain 
of God’s holinefs ; he has faid it, and we may be 
affured of the truth of it; fee the note on ch. 
xi. g. a: 


“LXVI. 


facrifices, now both.at an end under the gofpel- 
difpenfation ; a better facrifice being offered, and a 
more {piritual worfhip fet up every where ;. which 
notions-are confidered, y..1,.2, 3. and becaufe 
they were fet upon their ways and works, and 
rejected the gofpel of Chrift, they are threatened 
with ruin, ¥. 3, 4. and the difciples of Chrift, ” 
whom they excommunicated and perfecuted, have 
a promife of divine appearance for them, while — 
vengeance 


benedi&ti Domini ipfi; which verfion is moft agreeable to the accents. 
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vengeance fhall be taken on their enemies, their 
city and temple, y¥. 5, 6. neverthelefs, in the lat- 
ter day, there will be a large and fudden conver- 
fion of this nation of the Zews, which is fignified by 
the birth of them, which will be matter of great joy 
to all the true lovers of the intereft of Chrift, y. 
7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and what will add to the profpe- 
rity, joy, and comfort of the church of Chrift at 
this time, will be the bringing in of the fulnefs of 
the Gentiles, ¥. 125 13, 14. at which time the vials 
of God’s wrath will be poured out upon antichrift 
and his followers, ¥. 15, 16, 17. and the chapter 
is concluded with a frefh account of large conver- 
fions of men of all nations, and of the union of 
ews and Gentiles in one church-ftate, which fhall 
long remain, and be undifturbed by enemies, who 
will be all flain, and their carcafes looked upon 
with contempt, y¥. 18—24. 


the creator ofall things, he muft be imme 
omniprefent, and Sena be included in _ oy 
or place: end all thofe things have Leen, faith 
Lord; or are,';. they are in being, and contin 
and will, being fupported by the hand that. 
them; and what then can be made by a creature ? 
or what houfe be built for God? or what need of 
any ? dut to this man will I look. .. The Septuags 
and drabic verfions read by way of interro 
and to whom fall I look ? and fo the Syriae ver 
which adds, in whom jhall I dwell? notin my 
made with hands ; not in the temple of Jer 
but in the true tabernacle which God pitched, 
not.man; in Chrift the antitypical temple, in ¥ 
the fulnefs of the Godhead dwells bodily, an 
whom Jehovah the Father dwells perfonally 5 fee. 
Feb, viii, 2, Fobn ii. 19. Cal..ii. 9.. abn XiV, 10. 
as alfo in every true believer, who is. the tem- 
ple of: the living God, after defcribed ;. for. thefe. 
words, may both refpect Chrift and his members ;. 
the characters well agree with him: even to Aine 
that is poor, and of a contrite {pirit, and trem~ 
bleth at my word, Chrift was poor liter ly, and, 
his eftate and condition in this world was very. 
low and mean, 2 Cer. viii, 9. or affiéied ™, as fome 
render it, as he was by Gad, and by men, and by. 
devils ; or bumble", meek and lowly, ,as the Sep- 
tuagint and Targum ; it was foretold of hima that 
he fhould be lowly ;_ and this charaéter abundantly 
appeared in him, Zech. ix. 9. Mai. xi, 29. and. 
he was of a contrite or broken fpirit, not only was 
his body broken, but his fpirit alfo; not thro’ a, 
fenfe of fin, and confcioufnefs of it, but thro’ his 
forrows and fufferings ; he alfo trembled at the word 
of God; that is, had a fuitable and becoming re- 
verence of it; it was at the word of the Lor _ he. 
affumed human nature; and according as his Fa-. 
ther taught, and gave him commandment, fo he. 
fpake ;. and agreeable to it, laid down his life, and 
became obedient to death: and now the Lord 
looks to him; he looks to him as his own Son, 
with a look of love, and even as in human nature, 
and is well pleafed with all he did and fuffered in 
it; he looked to him as the furety of his people, 
for the payment of their debts, and. the op 
and falvation of their perfons ; and he now looks 
to his obedience and righteoufnefs, with which he 
is well pleafed, and imputes it to his people, and 
to his blood, facrifice and fatisfa@tion, on account, 
of which he forgives their fins, and to his perfon 
for the acceptance of theirs ; and he looks to them, 
in him, and has a gracious regard for them: they 
alfo may be defcribed as poor; poor in fpirit, fpi-, 
ritually poor, as they fee and own themfelves’ to, 
be, and feek to Chrift for the riches of grace and, 
glory, which they behold in him, and expel fom, 
him; and are both affiffed and humble, and be- 
come the one by being the other ; and of a contrite. 
fpirit, their hard hearts being broken by the 
and word of God, and melted by the lot 
grace of God; and fo contrite, not in a m 
gal, but evangelical manner : and fuch 
the word of God; not at the threatenin 
in it, or in a fervile flavifh manner; 
holy reverence for it, and receive it 
word of man, but as the word of Ge 


¥. 1. Thus faith the Lord, the heaven is my throne, 
&c.] The third heaven, the heaven of heavens, 
where angels and glorified {faints are, and fome in 
bodies,.as Enoch and Elijah, and where now Chrift 
is in human nature; this is the feat of the divine 
majefty, where he in a moft illuftrious manner dif- 
plays his glory ; and therefore we are to look up- 
wards to God in heaven, and dire¢t all our devo- 
tion to him there, and not imagine that he dwells 
in temples made with hands ; or is confined to any 
place, and much lefs to any on earth, as the 
temple at Ferufalem, the Fews boafted of, and 
trufted in; and which were the unworthy notions 
they had of God in the times of Chrift and his 
difciples ; to confute which thefe words are here 
faid, and for this purpofe are quoted and applied 
by Stephen, Aéis vii. 48, 49, 50. fee the notes 
there: and the earth is my foot/tool ; on which he 
treads, is below him, fubject to him, and at his 
difpofe; and therefore is not limited to any part of 
it, or included_in any place in it; though he for a 
while condefcended to make the cherubim his 
throne, and the ark his footftool, in the moft holy 
place in the temple ; which were all figurative of 
other and better things, and fo no more ufed: 
where is the houfe that ye build unto me ? what houfe 
can be built for fuch an immenfe being ? and how 
needlefs as well as fruitlefs is it to attempt it? 
where can a place be found to build one in, fince 
the heaven is his throne, and the earth his foot- 
ftool ? and therefore if any place, it muft be fome 
that is without them both, and that can hold 
both; but what fpace can be conceived of, that 
can contain fuch a throne and footftool, and much 
lefs him that fits thereon? fee 1 Kings viii. 27: 
and where is the place of my ret? for God to take 
up his reft and refidence in, as a man does in his 
houfe ? no fuch place can be found for him, nor 
does he need any ; indeed the temple was built. for 
an houfe of reft for the ark of the Lord, which 
before was moved from place to place ; but then, 
this was merely typical of the church, which God 
has chofen- for his reft, and where. he will dwell, 
as well as of heaven, the refting-place of his peo- 
ple with him to all eternity ; no place on earth is 
either his reft or theirs. 

¥.2. For all thofe things hath mine hand made, 
&c.] The heavens and the earth, which are his 


throne and footftool ; and therefore, fince he is ‘ and feeds them; on thefe afflicted « and 
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pathizes with them; on thefe ‘contrite ones, and 
delights in their facrifices, and dwells with them, 
and among them; fee P/li.17. J. lvii. 15. 

¥.3. He that killeth an ox is as if he flew a man, 
&c.] Not that killed the ox of his neighbour, 
which, according to law, he was to pay for; or 
that killed one for food, which was lawful to be 
done ; but that flew one, and offered it as a facri- 
fice ; not blamed becaufe blind or lame, or had any 
blemith in it, and fo unfit for facrifice ; or becaufe 
not rightly offered, under a due fenfe of fin, and 
with repentance for it, and faith in Chrift; but 


becaufe all facrifices of this kind are now abolifhed 


in gofpel-times, to which this prophecy belongs ; 
Chrift the great facrifice being offered up; and 
therefore to offer facrifice, which, notwithftanding 
the unbelieving Fews continued daily, till it was 
made to ceafe by the deftruction of their temple, 
was a great offence to God; it was as grievous to 
him, as offering their children to Moloch; or as 
the murder of a man ; and was indeed a trampling 
under foot the Son of God, and accounting his 
blood and facrifice as nothing, which was highly 
difpleafing to God: be that facrificeth a lamb, as 
if be cut off a dog’s neck; the lamb for the daily 
facrifice,, morning and evening, or the pafiover- 
lamb, or any other: this now is no more accep- 
table to God, than if a dog, a very impure crea- 
ture, was flain, his-head cut off, and offered on 
the altar; which was fo abominable to the Lord, 
that the price of one might not be brought into 
his houfe, Deut. xxiii. 18 : be that offereth an obla- 
tion, as if he offered fwines blood ; the meat-offering, 
made of fine flour, on which oil was poured, and 
frankincenfe put, Lev. ii. 1, however rightly com- 
pofed it might be, and offered according to law, 
yet now of no more efteem with God than blood, 
“which was forbidden by the fame law; nay, than 
the blood of fwine, which creature itfelf, accord- 
ing to the ceremonial law, was unclean, and might 
not be eaten, and much lefs be offered up, and 
ftill lefs its blood, Lev. xi. 7, 8. and xvii. 10: 
and he that burneth incenfe, as if be bleffed an idol ; 
or that remembers incenfe®; that offers it as a me- 
morial of mercies, and by way of thankfulnefs for 
them, as.if he gave thanks to an idol, which is 
nothing, and vanity and vexation in the world ; 
facrifices of fuch kind, be they what they will, are 
reckoned no other than as idolatry and will-wor- 
hip: yea, they have chofen their own ways, which 
were evil, and oppofite to the ways of God, efpe- 
cially to the way of falvation by Chrift; they gave 
heed to the traditions of the elders ; continued the 
fervice of the ceremonial law; and fet up their 
own righteoufnefs, in oppofition to the doétrines, 
ordinances, facrifice and righteoufnefs of Chritt : 
and their foul delighteth in their abominations ; things 
which were abominable unto God; as were their tra- 
ditions, which were preferred to the word of God, 
and by which they made it void; and their facri- 
fices being offered up contrary to his will, and with 
a wicked mind; and their righteoufnefs being im- 
perfect, and trufted in, to the neglect and con- 
tempt of the righteoufnefs of his Son. 
¥. 4. [ alfo will chufe their delufions, &c.| Suffer 
them to approve and make choice of fuch perfons 
that fhould delude and deceive them; as the Scribes 
and Pharifees, who were wolves in fheeps clothing, 
and thro’ their appearance of fanctity deceived 
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many; and by their long prayers devoured widows 
houfes; and as thefe falfe prophets, fo likewife falfe 
Chrifts, many of which arofe after the true Me1- 
fiah was come, and was rejeGted by them, whom 
they embraced, and by whom they were deluded 
and ruined, Mart. vii. 15. and xxiv. 24: and will 
bring their fears upon them the things they feared ; 
fuch as the fword, famine and peftilence; and efpe- 
cially the Romans, who, they feared, would come 
and take away their place and nation, ‘Yobu xi. 48: 
becaufe when I called, none did anfwer, when I fpake 
they did not bear; that is, when Chrift called unto 
the Hews in the external miniftry of the word; to 
come and hear him, they refufed to come, nor 
would they fuffer others to anfwer to this call, and 
hear him, and attend on his miniflry ; which rejection 
of him, and his gofpel, was the caufe of their 
ruin: but they did evil before mine eyes , openly and 
publickly to his face; blafphemed and contradi4ted, 
his word, and defpifed his ordinances: and chofé 
that in which I delighted not; their oral law, their 
legal facrifices, and their own felf-righteoufnefs, as 
well as their immoralities. 

¥. 5. Hear the word of the Lord, ye that tremble 
at his word, &c.| This is faid to the comfort of 
the believing Fews, who are thus defcribed ; fee 
the note on ¥.2: your brethren that hated you, that 
caft you out for my name’s-fake ; as the unbelieving 
Jews, the Pharifees; and fo Farchi interprets it of 
the children of the Pharifee, that fay, depart ye de- 
filed; who were brethren to them that believed in . 
Chrift, by blood, by birth, by country, yet hated 
them, tho’ without caufe; as they did Chrift, in 
whom they believed; and caft them out of their 
affections, and company, and converfation ; out 
of their own houfes, and out of the fynagogues ; 
excommunicated them from fellowfhip with them, 
and that for the fake of their believing in Chrift, . 
and profefling his name; having made a law, that 
whoever confefled him, fhould be put out of the 
fynagogue, or excommunicated; and the word 
here ufed, fignifies that excommunication among 
the Fews called Niddui; fee Fobu xv. 19. and ix, 
22, 34. and xii. 42: thefe aid, let the Lord be 
glorified, that is, they pretended by all this hatred 
of, and averfion to, thofe of their brethren that 
believed in Chrift, and by their perfecution of them, 
that all-their defire and defign were the glory of 
God, imagining that in fo doing, they did God 
good fervice; fee Fobu xvi. 2. R. Mo/es the prieft, 
(not the Egyptian, or Maimonides, as fome com- 
mentators fuggeft) thinks the fenfe is, that thefe 
unbelievers complained, as if the Lord was heavy 
unto them, and impofed burdenfome precepts and 
commands upon them they were not able to per- 
form; and which, he fays, is always the fenfe of 
the word when in this form; but Aven Ezra ob- 
ferves, that he forgot the paflage in Fob xiv. 21. 
where it is ufed in the fenfe of honour and glory. 
This fenfe Kimchi alfo takes notice of ; but feems 
not to be the fenfe of the paflage ; and were it fo, 
it was a falfe fuggeftion of thofe unbelievers; for 
Chrift’s yoke is eafy, and his burden light, Matt. xi. 
30. fee Fobu vi. 60: but he foall appear to your joy, 
and ye fhall be afoamed, that is, the Lord thal] 
appear, either in a providential way, as he did for 
the chriftians at Feru/alem, before the deftruction 
of it; directing them to go out from thence, as 
they did, to a place called Pella, where they were 
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throws; at leaft, feeline very little pain’ and-tr 
vail, and having vidio Sala inci, dd ‘halls 
foon as they come are gone, and an immediate dest 
livery enfues :‘defores her pain came, fhe was deli- 
vered of a man-child; like’a woman’ before! the -is) 
fearce fenfible of any pain; as: foon as ever fher . 
perceives’ the leaft uneafinefs of this. kindy is\de-? 
livered of ‘a fon to’ her ‘great joy, and ‘the joy: of 
all about her. This is to be underfteod) not of! 
the fudden’and eafy'deliverance of ‘the Fews from! 
the Babylonifb captivity, by the proclamation of: 
Ojrus, which occafioned great joy ;) much: lefs of 
the‘birth of ‘Chrift, “of the virgin Mary atthe inn, 
and inthe ftable, ‘which is the fenfe of fome posi 
pith interpreters ; much’ better do fome Fewifh wri-) 
ters interpret it of the birth and appearance:of? 
Chrift; before the troubles ‘of their ‘nation came? 
‘on’;) fo' the Targum, “before: diftrels*comes to: 
«© her, ‘the fhall be redeetned, | and: before ‘tremb=" 
ling ‘comes upon'her, her king fhall be -re-! 
“© vealed’; that isjsthe king Meffialigband fo! 
fome ‘copies ‘have ‘it," according to Galatinus *; who! 
alfo makes mention .of another expofition of. this! 
ipafiage, by R. Mofes Haddarfan, it-it may be de- 
‘pended on, ‘* before’hé fhould be*born thatfhouldi 
«bring \//rael into the ‘laft captivity;# the Re-! 
© deemer fhould ‘be: born ;” that? sy ashe ex-! 
plains it; before the birth of 77tus, who» deftroyed: 
the temple and «city of Yeru/alem, the Meffialy 
fhould be born; but! the’ pafiage refers not to his) 
natural but myftical birth, or the regeneration. of? 
a fpiritual feéd in»his\church 5 or. of ‘the conver-! 
‘fon of the firft chriftians both in Fadea and in the\ 
‘Gentile world ; who were like a man-child, ftrong: 
\and robuft, able to bear, and. did endure great’ 
chardfhips for the fake of Chrift, and ‘do him much; 
work and fervice, in which they perfevered to the 
end; fee Gal. iv..26. Jf liv. 1. asthe firft chri- 
{tians did thro’ various perfecutions, until the times’ 
of Conjfiantine, by whom they were delivered from 
them, and whois prophefied of as the church’s: 


fafe, and had a fufficiency of good things 5° whilft 
the unbelieving Yews were clofely befieged, and 're- 
duced to the greateft ftraits and miferies, and fo to 
fhame and confufion: or ‘elfé this may refpect the 
fécond coming, the glorious appearance of Chritft, 
which will be to the joy of thofe believing Jews, 
and of all his people;  fince he’ll appear to their 
falvation, and they fhall appear with him“in glory, 
and fée him as he is, Hed. ix. 28. Col. iii. 4.'1 Fobn 
iii, 2. and to the fhame, confufion and deftruction 
of thofe that have pierced“ him, defpifed*and_ re- 
jected him, and perfecuted his people, “Rev. 1.7. 
“¥. 6. A voice of notfe from the city, &e! |] From 
the city of Ferufalem, as the Targum, fo Kimcht, 
who fays, that in the days of ‘the Meffiah fhall go 
out of Ferufalem' the voice of ‘noife concerning’ Gog 
and Magog : this indeed refpects the days: of the 
Meffiah, but fuch as are now'paft, and a voiee ‘of 
crying in'the city of Yerufalem, at the taking ‘and 
deftruction of it by the Romans; when’ were heard 
from it the noify voices‘of the Roman foldiers,: tri- 
umphing and rejoicing’ at’ it, and the fhrieks of 
the inhabitants, running about from place to’ place 
for fhelter ; fo when deftruction and defolation are 
come upon. any place, a voice ora cry is faid to 
come from’it; fee Fer. xlviii. 3. and li'44.' Zepb. 
i. 10s a voice from the temple; either from heaven, 
as “ben Ezra ; or rather from the temple at ‘Yeru- 
Jalem, of the priefts there hindered from deing their 
fervice, and ftarving for want of fuftenance’;' or of 
the people that fled thither'for fecurity, but forced 
from thence by the foldiers ; and efpecially a voice 
of crying and lamentation was heard, when fet on 
fire. Some illuftrate this by what the priefts heard 
in the temple a little before the deftruction of it, 
a ruftling and‘ a noife like perfons ‘fhifting’ and 
moving, and a voice in the holy of holies, faying, 
let us go bence ; as alfo the words of Ye/us the fon 
of Axanus a countryman, who went about uttering 
thefe words, ‘* a voice from the -eaft,’ a’ voice 
“< from the weft, a voice from the four winds, a 
‘voice againtt Ferufalem' and again{t the temple, | man-child, as in-Rev. xii..2, 4, 5. i ay 
‘a voice ‘againft the bridegrooms and the brides, || | ¥.8: Who hath heard fuch a thing ? who hath. 
‘<a voice again{t all she people :” this he did be-|\/een ‘uch’ things ? &c.]: Such. numerous ‘conver-" 
fore the war began, nor could he be perfuaded to} fions, as after related’; fuggefting that they were 
defift from it, but continued it afterwards; going '| wonderful and furprifing, unheard of, what, had 
on the walls of the city, faying, ‘© wo, ‘wo to the |inever’ been feen’ in the world’ before} and which’ 
“* city, and'to the temple, and to the‘ people, wo/were amazing’ and aftonifhing to the church her-' 
“to myfelf alfo ;”* and while he was fpeaking the | felf; fee ch. xlix, 21. and Ix. 8: fhall the earth be: 
Jaft ‘words, a ftone caft from a Roman engine killed | made Yo ‘bring forth in one day? as if it was faid,\ 
him, as oféphus * relates: a voice of the Lord, that) thé thing’ about'to be related was as wonderful as’ 
rendereth recompence to his enemies ; for'the Lord’s|\if all the women in the world fhould bring forth» 
voice ‘was in all this, and his hand in’ the’ deftruc-/ their ehildren in‘ one day, or bring forth/as many! 
tion of thofe people ; it was according’ to ‘his ap- ‘at once ‘as would fill the whole earth) or as fur-' 
pointnient, direction and order, in righteous jude») prifing, ‘as if the’earth fhould all at once fend out» 
ment for their fins, they being his implacable ene- | its herbs, ‘plants and’ trees, as it did onthe third: — 
mies, ‘that would not have him to'rule' over them, day ‘of the creation, Gea. i, 11, 12.. which now» 
Like xix, Y4, 27. Suse "| eradually fpring up, fome in one month, and fomer 
¥. 7. Before fhe travailed, fhe brought forth, 8cc.]| in another, and’ {ome aré months) in’ their produc- 
That is, Zzon, as appears from the following verfe : . 


! tion’: or fball a nation be born ab once 2: was ever: 
left'it fhould be thought that the intereft of ‘Chrift 


fuch’a thing heard of ?\ yet this will’ be:the cafe of ' 
would be fwallowed up and loft in the deftruétion | the ews in the latter day, when ‘they fhall be-all. 
of the ‘7ews, this, and what follows, ‘are faid con- 


converted and faved ; and which fhallibé done fud- + 
“cerning the convérfion of ‘many of ‘that ‘people, | denly, and at once; fee Ho/. i. 10, a.) Rom. xi. 
both in the firft times of the gofpel,’ and \in' the 7 


, 26. of which the converfion of them in the 
latter day, as well as concerning the'calling of ‘the | firft times’of the gofpel was an earneftvand pledge, | 
Gentiles, and the uniting of both in one church-| when‘ three thoufand were convint on\ 
ftate. Zion, ot the church of God} is Héré com-| and‘ regenerated in one day, under’ 
pared to-a pregnant woman, that brings‘forth fud- | and, at another time under the word, two the 
denly and eafily, without feeling any pain, or | fand, if not five thoufand: thus Chrift had from 
geing through. any travail,, or having. any. birth- |: she womb. of the, morning, or at the firft break. of 
‘ ’ 1 . +N pl gl 
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the 'gofpel-day, he dew of bis youth, or numbers 
of fouls born again to him, like the drops of the 
miorning-dew ; fee Ads ii. 41, and iv. 4. Pf. cx. 
gvfor as foon as Zion travajled, foe brought forth 
ber children’; this: fhows that the preceding verfe 
mutt be underftood of fome travail and pain, tho’ 
comparatively little, and fo foon over, that it was 
as if none ;-and_ this is to be underftood of the 
pains which gofpel-minifters take in preaching the 
word, which is the means of regeneration, and 
they the inftruments of it ; and fo are called fa- 
thers, who thro’ the gofpel beget fouls to Chrift; 
and of their anxious ‘concern for the converfion of 


finners; and the formation of Chrift in them, which] 


is ‘called ‘a ‘travailing in birth ; fee 1 Pet. i. 23. 
Fam. itiva8. Cor. iv.15.-Gal. iv. 19. Rom. viii. 
22, 23./and it may alfo defign the earneft prayers 
of the church and its members, ftriving and wrett- 
ling with God, being importunate with him, ‘that 
the word preached might be ufeful for the good of 
fouls';. and particularly their ‘earneft and: fervent 
prayers for the converfion of the Yews, which will 
foon be brought about, when a fpirit of grace and 
fupplication is not only poured on them, but upon 
the faints in general, to pray fervently’ and ear- 
neftly for it. 

¥. 9. Shall I bring to the birth, and not canfe to 
bring forth, faith the Lord? 8c.]. Or, to the place 
of breaking forth-of children, as in Hof: xiii. 13. 
the womb,and'the mouth of it: or, /hall 1 break 
or open that, fo fome * render it; left too much 
fhould, or feem to be attributed to the church, the 
being faid to travail in birth, and bring forth chil- 
dren, this is faid by the Lord: | The church may 
pray, and her minifters preach, and both be faid 
to travail in birth, but it’ is the Lord that brings 
to it; regeneration is not the work of man, but of 
God ; ‘it is he that begets again, quickens, renews, 
and fanctifies; it: is he that begins the work of 
grace in regeneration,. in real and thorough con- 
victions of fin; which are right, when men are 
convinced of! the impurity of their nature, the ex- 
ceeding finfulnefs of fin, have a godly forrow for 
it, and forfake it: the work is begun, when fouls 
feel the burden of fin; the inward {ftrugelines of 
grace and corruption; a want of fpiritual food, 
and hunger ‘after it; defires after {piritual things, 


and a glowing love and affection for them ; and’ 


when light is infufed, faith, fear, and love pro- 
duced, and every other. grace implanted ; ‘and: he 
that has begun the good work will perform it; as 
Farchi tightly: gives the fenfe of the claufe, ‘« thall 
«¢ T begin a:thing, and not be able to finifh it ?” 
no, he is a rock, and his work is perfeé, as in 
creation’ and®redemption, fo in regeneration and 
converfion ;. as: may be concluded, trom his power 
to effect it, and his promife to'do it. the grace of 
Chrift, and the indwelling of the Spirit; the im- 
potency of every thing to hinder it, and the glory of 
the three divine Perfons concerned in it. As in the 
natural birth it is he that gives ftrength to con- 
ceive, forms the embryo’ in the womb, ripens it 
for the birth, and takes the child out’of its mo- 


ther’s womb ; -fo he does all that anfwers hereunto | 


in the fpiritual birth. Shall I caufe to bring forth, 
‘and fout the womb, faith thy God ?: no, I will not. 


- As*God has ‘regenerated many fouls: in: the -firft” 


times of the’ gotpel, and many more fince in va- 
rious" nations, in the feveral ages ‘and ‘periods of 
time'y fovhe has not ceafed, nor will he ceafe from 
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this work, until all hissele& are born again; for 
every one that is chofen of the Father, given to 
the Son, taken into ‘covenant, and redeemed by 
his blood, fhall be begotten again to a lively hope 
of a glorious inheritance God will not fhut the 
womb of.converfion, until they are all brought to 
faith in Chrift, and repentance towards God. He 
will beget: many. more’ fons and daughters; and 
he will caufe the fulnefs of the Gentiles to be brought 
forth and) brought in, and convert his ancient peo- 
ple the'‘Ferws:y all his promifes fhall be performed, 
and all prophecies: relating to thefe things fhall be 
accomplithed: 

_ ¥. 10. Rejoice ye with Ferufalem, and be glad with 
her, &c.}: The church fhe bringing forth fo many 
{piritual children to Chrifts juft as when a woman 
is delivered of a child, ‘her-friends and neighbours 
congratulate her upon it, and rejoice with her on 
that account ; as Elizabeth’s neighbours and rela- 
lations did, at the birth of Yobn the Baptijt, Luke 
i. 575-58. fo the church’s friends here are’ called 
together to rejoice with"her, at the numerous birth 
and converfion of fouls in her, than which nothing 
is more joyful to the faints ;' fee Luke xv..6, 9, 
23, 24, \Aéts xv. 3'2 all ye that love ber’; with her 
well,’ and pray for ‘her‘peace and’ profperity; all 
that love God, love'his church, the habitation of 
his houfe, the place where his honour dwells ; all 
that love’Chrift, love -her who is his fpoufe and 
bride, and purchafed: by his’ blood ; all that love 
the word and ordinances, love the church where 
they are adminiftred’:’ rejoice: for joy with ber, all 
ye that mourn for ber, that had mourned for her, 
when things went ill with her ; thefe are they that 
mourn in Zion, and for Zion, becaufe of the fins 
of her prefeffors ; corruptions in doétrine, difci- 
pline, and worfhip ; declenfions in grace; want 
of love-to one another, and few inftances of con- 
verfion : but now'things being the reverfe, and it 
going well with her, they are called upon to re- 
joice exceedingly with her; for fuch is the fympa- 
thizing {pirit’ of the faints, that they rejoice with 
‘them that rejoice, and weep with them that weep, 
Rom. xiio15. 1 Cor. xii. 26. 

y. 11. That ye may fuck, and be fatished with the 
breaft of ber confolations, &c.] This, according to 
our verfion, exprefies the end of the church’s friends 
being called together to rejoice with her, that they 
might partake of her joys-and comforts, delights 
and pleafures: but the:words may be better ren- 
dered, either according''to Kimchi’s fenfe, therefore 
foall ye fuck *, &c. becaufe -ye have mourned for 
her, ‘and becaufe ye have rejoiced with her ; or ra- 
ther ‘as Noldius *, becaufeiye fuck, 8c. partake of 
her privileges and ordinances, fo give a reafon why 
they fhould rejoice with ‘her. Brea is ‘put for 
breafis, as Farchi obferves'; for as the church is 
reprefented as.a woman; and as a teeming woman, 
fhe has two breafts’as fuch, grown and fafhioned, 
and full of milk of confolation ; for dreaft of ber 
confolations, is the fame'as her breafts of confolation; 
feé Cant. iv. 5. thefe aré either Chrift and his 
Spirit: Chrift is a full breaft of comfort to his 
people; in the’ greatnefs of his perfon, and the ful- 
nefs of his grace; in‘ his precious blood, perfect 
ri¢hteoufnefs, atoning facrifice, and great falvation; 
if there beany comfort it is in him, and abounds 
by him. The holy Spirit is another breaft of con- 
folation, ‘another comforter, by giving knowledge 
of the free grace-gifts of God; by fhewing the 
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things of Chrift; by opening and applying the pre- 
cious promifes of the gofpel ; by fhedding the love 
of Godin the heart; by witneffing to the faints 
their adoption, and by fealing them up unto the 
day of redemption. Or the covenant, and its blef- 
fings and promifes : the covenant is a full breaft 
of comfort, yields much both in life and at death; 
its bleflings are fure mercies, bleifings indeed, {pi- 
ritual ones, and he that has an intereft in them, has 
enough, has all things; the promifes of it are 
great, precious, fure, and unconditional, and af- 
- tord ftrong confolation to the heirs of them. Or 
the holy fcripture, and its two Teftaments, the Old 
-und New, which are exactly alike as two breafts ; 
agree in the perfon and offices of Chrift, and in all 
the doétrines of grace, and are full of the fincere 
milk of the word, and of fpiritual confolation. 
Or the two ordinances of baptifm and the Lord’s 
fupper ; which agree with each other; come from the 
fame author; relate to the fame things, the fuffer- 
ings and death of Chrift; and to be partook of by the 
fame perfons : baptifm leads to the blood of Chrift, 
for cleanfing and pardon ; to the burial of Chrift 
it reprefents, there to behold all fins buried with 
him ; and to the refurrection of Chrift for juftifi- 
cation, and fo is a means of much fpiritual com- 
fort; as it.was to the eunuch, who from thence 
went on his-way rejoicing: the Lord’s fupper is 
another breaft of confolation, it is a feaft of fat 
things ; it reprefents the broken body and blood- 
fhed of Chrift, whofe flefh is meat indeed, and his 
blood drink indeed, and fo is a means of {piritual 
nourifhment and comfort. Thefe breafts are to be 
fucked; the mouth of faith is to be laid unto them ; 
Chrift is tobe applied unto for frefh fupplies of 
grace and comfort; the covenant and its promifes 
are to be laid hold upon, and. all the goodnefs in 
them to be prefled and got out; the fcriptures are to 
be diligently read and fearched, and the ordinances 
to be frequently attended on, and fervent prayer to 
be inceffantly ufed, and not reftrained till the blef- 
fing is given; and fuch who do fo, are fooner or 
later fatisfed, filled to the full. How fatisfying 
are Chrift and his grace! the covenant of grace, 
its blefling and promifes !_ the doétrine of the go- 
{fpel, and the ordinances of it! thefe are the good- 
nefs of God’s houfe, with which his people are fa- 
tisfied, even as with marrow and fatnefs, P/. xxxvi. 
8. and xiii. 5. and lxv. 4. YLhat ye may milk out, 
and be delighted with the abundance of her glory; or, 
for or becaufe ye milk out, may or fhall milk out™ ; 
that is, prefs with the hand of faith the above 
breafts of confolation, and get out from them all 
the comfort that is laid up in them: and fo de de- 
lighted with the abundance of ber glory, or, the 
brightne/s of it *; Chrift is the glory of his church ; 
it is his prefence with her, his grace and righte- 
oufnefs beftowed on her, which give her abun- 
dance of glory; and he it is in whom fhe glories : 
the Spirit of God,. as a Spirit of glory, refts upon 
her, and his grace makes her all glorious within ; 
it is her glory to be interefted in the covenant of 
grace, its promifes and bleffings, and to have the 
word and ordinances ; her breafts are her glory, 
and fhe will have abundance of it in the latter day; 
fee ¥. 12, and ch. lx. 1, 7, 13. all which greatly 
delight the lovers and friends of Zion; a fight of 
Chrift and his fulnefs,; and a view of God as their 
covenant-God, are exceeding delightful; the doc- 
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trines of the gofpel are pleafant words, and the; 
ways or ordinances of Chrift are ways of pleafant-, 
nefs ; and particularly the church in the latter day, . 
enjoying all thefe to the full, and having the glory 
of God upon her, will be very delightful to be-_ 
hold. 
¥. 12. For thus faith the Lord, bebold, I will ex- 
tend peace to her like avriver, &c.) As the river 
Euphrates, fo the Targum; or as the Wile, which 
overflowed Egypt, and made it fruitful; or as any 
flowing river, large and fpreading, continuing to 
flow, and brings bleffings with it where it comes ; 
and fo denotes the abundance of this peace, the. 
perpetuity of it, and its bleffed effects. This re- 
{pects not the firft times of the gofpel; for though: 
Chrift, the peace-maker, came and made peace by” 
his blood, and went, and preached peace to Jews 
and Geniiles, and many enjoyed fpiritual peace in 
believing, flowing from his blood and righteouf- 
nefs, yet there was very little outward peace to the 
churches of Chrift; and when at any time had, 
did not laft long: but in the latter day, not only 
fpiritual peace, which paffeth all underftanding, 
and joy unfpeakable, and full of glory, will be ex-- 
tended unto, and poffefied by the faints; but out- 
ward peace in great abundance, and of lafting con-, 
tinuance, with all kind of profperity, temporak 
and {piritual, P/. Ixxii. 7. Jf ii. 4. fee ch. xlviii. 
18: and the glory of the Gentiles like a flowing 
Jtream ; like the Nile that overflows; meaning ei- 
ther the vaft number of converts from among the 
Gentiles, that fhall flow into the church, and ef-> 
pecially many of their great men, princes, nobles, 
even kings and queens, who fhall be nurfing fa- 
thers and nurfing mothers to her ; fee ch. Ix. 3, 55; 
ro. and xlix. 23. or their riches, which are the, 
honour and glory they fhall bring with them to 
the church in great abundance, and fhall chearfully 
and freely expend them in the fervice and worfhip 
of God, ch. Ix. 6. Pf. Ixxii. 10. fo Kimchi inter- 
prets it of their wealth and fubftance: then fhall ye 
fuck, the milk of the Gentiles, and the breafts of 
kings ; that is, partake of their good things, ch. 
Ix. 16. or the church’s breafts of confolation, the 
fincere milk of the word and ordinances, y. 13. 
this is fpoken to the friends of Zion, and lovers of 
Ferufalem, newly converted perfons, ¥. 10: ye fhall 
be borne upon her fides, or fide¥; children being 
carried by parents or nurfes on one fide of them in 
their arms ; it denotes the affectionate care and re- 
gard the church has to young converts, who are 
faid to be nurfed at her fide, ch. lx. 4. the fup- 
porting and {upplying them with every thing in her 
power, by means of the word and ordinances: and 
be dandled upon ber knees ; as darling children are, 
who are taken into the lap, and played with, and 
are the delight, the exceeding great delight of 
their parents; and where they delight to be, as” 
the word * ufed fignifies. All fhews that young 
converts are, and fhould be made much Psion 
tenderly ufed; the day of {mall things fhould not 
be defpifed, or the bruifed reed broken, or the 
fmoking flax quenched ; but thefe lambs fhould 
be gathered into the arms, and carried in the bo- 
fom, like fucking children. Hie gts oi 
_y. 13. As one whom his mother comforteth, fo 
will I comfort you, &c.] Though, ordinances are 
means, and minifters are inftruments of comfort, — 
God is the fole efficient caufe of it; and very 
wonderful 
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Ch. Ixvi. ¥. 14. TS 
wonderful it is, that he fhould condefeénd td ad- 
nsinifter it, fince he is an immenfe and insinite be- 
ing, the high and lofty one; poffeffed of all per- 
fections, and yet deigns to revive the fpirit of the 
humble and contrite; fince he is the maker. of 
heaven and earth, and all things, and thofe he 
comforts are duft and afhes ;' and efpecially fince 
they have finned againft him, and rendered them- 
felves abominable to him; and moreover, feeing 
he is fo ftriétly juft and righteous, and they alfo 
continually guilty of backflidings and revoltings 
from him: and yet there are many things which 
confirm that he will comfort them, as he here de- 
clares ; fince he has loved them with an everlaft- 
ing love, infomuch as to give his Son for them, 
and to quicken them when dead in fin; and feeing 
he has taken them into covenant with himfelf, and 
is their covenant-God and Father; and befides, 
has promifed to do it, who never fails, and who is 
able, being God all-fuficient. The Targum is, 
*« my word fhall comfort you ;” his effential word 
Chriit, the confolation of J/rae/, from whom all 
true and folid comforts flow ; or the written word, 
read or heard, and efpecially as applied by the 
Spirit of God, who is another comforter, and whofe 
confolations the people of God walk in, nor are 
they fmall. _ Now the manner in which the Lord 
comforts the faints, efpecially young converts, is 
the moft kind, ténder, and affectionate; as a ten- 
der hearted mother comforts her child; when it 
has faln and hurt itfelf, and cries, fhe takes it up 
in her arms, hugs it in her bofom, and fpeaks 
comfortably to it, to ftill and quiet it. The chil- 
dren of God often fall into fin, and hurt them- 
felves, their peate and joy, break their bones, and 
lof the enjoyment of God; when being fenfible of 
their evils, they roar’ as David did, and weep bit- 
terly as Peter; then the Lord fpeaks comfortably 
unto them, and bids.them be of good cheer, for 
their fins are forgiven them. _Or as when a mo- 
ther has an afflicted child, more fo than the reft, 
her bowels yern moft after it, and fhe does all 
fhe can to comfort it. The people of God 
are an afflicted people, and their afflictions are 
grievous and painful; and they cry to God in 
their diftrefs, who pities them, vifits them, looks 
‘upon their afflictions, grants them his prefence, 
fupplies them with his grace, fupports with his 
everlafting arms, makes their bed for them, and 
comforts them in all their tribulations. Or as when 
a child behaves ill, the mother looks fhy at it, and 
carries herfelf at a diftance; which being obferved, 
the child takes it to heart, and then that affects 
her, and fhe returns to it, and comforts it: thus 
for faults committed, the Lord hides himfelf from 
his people, which -grieves and troubles them; and 
then he gathers them to himfelf with great mer- 
cies, and with loving kindnefs has mercy on them; 
and having alfo chaftized them for their fins; and 
hearing them bemoaning themfelves, his bowels 
are moved towards them, and he reftores com- 
‘forts to them, to their mourning fouls; fee Jf xlix. 
14, 15. and liv. 7, 8. and lvii. 17, 18. and Ixiii. 
9. Fer. xxxi. 18, 19, 20, it is in the original, as 
a man whom bis mother comforteth* ; for mothers 
have a tender regard to their fons when grown 
up to mens eftate; and all the things above-men- 
tioned may befal the people of God, when they 
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are becoitié young mén, yea fathers: aid ye /hall 
be comforted in ‘Ferufalem , nothing fhall hinder 
comfort when God fpeaks it, or refolves‘to give 
it; not fatan, and all his temptations ;. the world, 
and all its afflictions ; nor all their fits and tranf- 
greffions, and the fenfe they have of them} nor 
all their unbelief, by reafon of which fometimes 
they refufe to be comforted ; but when it is the 
will of God they fhould, a tide of comfort flows 
in, that overpowers all: and this is often done in 
Ferufalem, in the church, where the Lord grants 
his prefence, and commands his bleffings ; where 
his word is preached unto confolation, and the or- 
dinances, thofe breafts of confolation, are miniftred 
and held forth; tho’ this is faid not to the exclu- 
fion of other places, where the Lotd may meet 
his people and comfort them, in their own houfes, 
in their clofets, in their fhops, in rifing up and 

lying down, in going out and coming in. | 
¥.14. And when ye fee this, Gc.] All the above 
things prophefied of come to pafs; the converfion 
of the Fews ; the peaceable and profperous condi- 
tion of the church of Chrift; and perceive, feel, 
and enjoy the comforts of God in an experimental 
manner: your heart fhall rgoice, for fothing can 
be matter of greater joy than thefe; thefe. caufe 
an inward, hearty, and fincere joy, and hot mere 
outward expreffions of it: and your bones foall flou- 
rifh like an berb, in a well watered garden, or on 
which the dew lies; which revives, litts up its head, 
and is green and flourifhing : fo the hearts’ of 
God’s people are comforted and filled with joy, it 
renews their fpiritual ftrength , the bones that were 
dried up with forrow, become fat and Hourilhing, 
and like a garden of herbs, whife {prings fail not; 
fee Prov. xvii. 22. J/. lviii. 11. The people of the 
Jews, in their prefent ftate, are like dry bones 3 
but thefe dry bones fhall live at the word of God, 
and thro’ the power of his grace, and ftand upon 
their feet, and which will caufe great joy to others, 
and be as life from the dead. This paffage dar- 
binel and other Fewi/h writers interpret of the re- 
furrection of the dead; for they believe the fame 
body will rife, and the fame bones reflourifh. They 
have indeed a fabulous notion of the bone Luz; 
which they fay is never confumed, and from which 
the reft will be reftored ; but letting this pafs, it 
may be obferved, that they ufe thefe words with 
others at the funeral of their dead, and When they 
return from the grave, thereby exprefling their 
faith in this article. The ceremony ufed by them 
is this, “‘ as they return from the grave, every 
** one of them plucks up grafs from off the ground 
twice or thrice, and cafts it over his head be- 
hind him, faying thofe words of the pfalmift, 
and they of the city foall flourifh like grafs of the 
“¢ earth, Pf. Ixxii. 16. and this they do, to fig- 
“ nify their hopes of the refurrection of the dead; 
“* who fhall flourifh as the grafs, as the prophet 
“* fays, your bones fhall filourifh as the herd,” or 
tender grafs; as that fprings up after it is cut 
down, fo will the bones of the dead tevive again, 
after they have been reduced to duft in the grave ; 
and if that experiment is fact, faid to be made by 
chymifts, that herbs may be caufed to grow up 
out of their afhes, it will ferve very much to illu- 
ftrate the words taken in this fenfe; which is done 
in the following manner; ‘‘ they take a rofe, gilly- 
‘© flower, 
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. flower, or any other plant, in the fpring, ‘in its 
“© full confiftence, and beat the whole of it in a 
“< ‘mortar to a pafte, and extract.a kind of afhes 
“© or falt out of it, which they put up in glaffes, 
‘ {topped and fealed ; and by applying a candle, 
_*€ ora foft fire to them, the herbs or plants are 
"© perceived, .by Jittle and little, to rife. up again 


* €€ out of their {alt or afhes, in their feveral , proper | 


“ forms, as they did in the field *.” dnd the band 
of the Lord hall be known towards bis fervamis; in 
_ making them;thus joyful, profperous and fruitful ; 
“in protecting and preferving them, and in fupply- 
“ing all their wants; his hand of power, which is 
not fhorteried that he cannot fave; and his hand 
of grace, which is opened to diftribute to the ne- 
“‘ceffities of his people: and his indignation towards 
“bis enemies; the worfhippers of the beaft, the fol- 
‘lowers of antichrift, who will drink deep of the 
“wine of the wrath of God, -poured out without 
mixture into the cup of his indignation, he will 
~ put into their hands ; whofe indignation is fuch as 
is intolerable, there is no {tanding before it, or fu- 
‘ftaining it, or abiding under it , ‘fee Rev. xiv. 9, 
10. ° Kimchi fays this will be fulfilled in the war 
of Gog and Magog. 
| 15, For behold the Lord will come with fire, 
* &c.] Either with material fire, with which myfti 
cal Babylon or Rome fhall be burnt, Rev. xvii. 8. 
or with indignation and wrath, which fhall be 
poured out like fire, and be as intolerable and 
confuming as that: and with his chariots like a 
whirlwind ; making a great noife, and ftriking 
gteat terror; alluding to. chariots in which mei 
ufed formerly to fight: fo render his anger wiik 
* fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire; an heap of 
words, to fhew the fiercenefs of his wrath, and 


how fevere his rebuke of enemies will be; which | 


will be-not a rebuke in love, as of his own peo 
ple, but in a way of vindictive wrath. 

¥. 16. For by fire, and by his Jword, will the 
Lord plead with all flefh, &c.] With the Mabome- 


tans, the Turks, the Ottoman empire, againit whom } 


he’ll call for a fword, and will rain upon them fire 
and brimftone, fignified by Gag and Magog, Eze. 
XXXVili. 21, 22. and xxxix. 6. and with the other 
antichriftian powers at the battel of vmageddon ; 
and when the fourth vial will be poured upon the 
fun, and men will be fcorched with fire; fee Rev. 
xvi. 8, 9, 16. and xix. 20, 21: and the flain of 
the Lord fhall be many ; that is, thofe that will be 
flain by the Lord, both in the attempt of the Turks 
to recover the land of Canaan out of the hands of 
the Fews, poflefled of it’, whofe numbers of flajn 
will be fo many, that the burying of them will 
laft feven months. Ezek. xxxix. 12. and in the bat- 
tel between the chriftian princes, Chrift at the 
head of them, and the antichriftian armies, led on 
by the beaft and the kings of the earth; when the 
fowls of the air will be invited to the great fupper 
of the Lord, to eat the flefh of kings, captains, 
and mighty men, fo great will the flaughter be, 
Rev. xix. 17--21. fee alfo ch, xi. 13. 

¥. 17. They that fanttify themfelves, &c.] . This 
“is a defcription of the enemies of the Lord, and 
of his people, who fhall be flain at this time; not 
who are fanétified by the Spirit and grace of God, 
but who fanctify themfelves, pretend to make them- 
felves holy, and give out that they are holier than 


© See Gregory’s notes and obfervations, &c. c. 26. p. 122, 123. and his Pofthuma, p: 70. 


* Apud Eufeb. Prepar. Evangel. I. 1. ¢. 10. p. 38. 


unam in medio, Montanus, Munfter, Vatablus; polt unum in medio, Cocceius, 


fol. 220. col. 4. 1 De Abbreviat. Heb. p. 199, 200. 


others ; profefling great outward: fanctity, asithe 
papifts do, but: deftitute of real inward  holinefs : 
or, that prepare themfelves, as the Targum; toega 
and worfhip fuch an idol, on fuch a day, as Far- 
chi and Aben Ezra interpret it, and as the abeve 
followers. of the man of fin do, Revs ix, 20, ax : 
that purify themfelves in the gardens, im-pools| or 
ponds of water in gardens. This Kimebi under- 
ftands of the Perfians, by whom he means the Ada- 
hometans, who bathe and purify themfelves daily, 
but yet are unclean in their lives and aétions;-and 
it is true alfo of the papifts, who pretend to purify 
themfelves with their holy water.in their churches. 
Behind one tree 12 the midft; fo Aben Ezra fapplies 
it. Some take Achad,*rendered one, to be the name 
of an idol. Macrodius *fays, the Afjriaus Mor- 
fhipped the fun under the name of dad, which 
fignifies one; him they adore as a moft powerful 
deity ; the fame perhaps with the Adedus of Saxz- 
choniatho *, whom he calls the king ef the gods ; 
Land the Adadus of Pliny‘, the god of the Syrians, 
from whom the gem Adedunepbres has its name. 
The Zargum paraphraies it, “* company after com- 
|“ pany ;” to which agrees the Syrige verlion, shat 
purify themfelves—one after another ; as the papitts 
go to mafs company after company, when they 
make ufe of their holy water for purification, ‘The 
-phrafe, after one in the midft *, as it may be ten- 
‘dered, may fignify, after fome middle perfon er 
mediator ; and the note of Cocceius is not amifs, 
aiter the falfe vicar and ‘head, that is, the pope, 
the pretended vicar of Chrift, and head of the 
church; the above things the papifts do after his 
orders and injunctions. So R. Becbai * interprets 
all this of the Mahometans and Papifis; his words 
are, as Buxtorf' has cited them; “* that fanélify 
“* themfelves ; thefe are the fons of Edom (that. is, 
the chriftians) whofe cuftom it is to move their 
fingers here and there (that is, to fanétify them- 
felves with the fign of the crofs): that purify 
themfelves ,, thefe are the fons of Yhmeel (that is, 
the Turks) whofe cuftom is to wafh their hands 
and their, feet ; which cuftom of wafhing, they 
had from. A/au and the Fews: after one in the 
midft; this fignifies the crofs of the Edomites, 
(that is, the chriftians) by which they fanctify 
themfelves ;” the papifts he means, Ben Melech 
underftands it of one pool in the midft of the gar- 
den ; and obferves, that others interpret it of one 
of the groves in the midit of it. Hasing froines 
|flefo, and the abomination, and the moufe; the eating 
of fwines flefh, and the moufe, were forbiddem by 
‘the law of Mofes, Lev. xi. 7,29. and fome think 
by the abomination is meant the wea/el, finee that 
is mentioned in the above law with the meme; 
tho’ it may be rather, things offered.to idols, or 
blood, are defigned. Mice have been eaten, at 
leaft fome fort of them, as the dormoufe, by fome 
people, particularly the Romans, and counted) de- 
licious food, as Sanétivs upon the place, from va- 
rious authors, has fhewed ; and Bochart * alfo ob- 

ferves, that there is a kind of field-mice, called by 
the Arabians, Farbuo, which are eaten by, the! 
and had in great efteem, and is the very wore 
| Arabic interpreter renders this by im the text. 
Now, tho’ the ceremonial law is abolifhed, and 
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all diftinétion of meats ceafed, and will continue fo 


yet, the defcription of 
x big g oot thefe 


in the times referred to; 
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__ ¢thefe unclean people, pretending to fo much fanc- 


-tity and purity, is taken from fuch perfons. who 
-were Teckoned impure. inythe: times the prophet 


‘ewrote 5, and may, particularly point at fuch who 


abftain from meats at certain times, to be eaten 
lawfully; and yet are as unclean as thofe under the 
Jaw were, whoveat things forbidden , they being 
“fuch, who are abominable, and make an abomi- 
nation, andialies Rev. xxi. 8,27: thefe /hall. be 


confumed together; faith the Lord; in the abcve- 


mentioned battels, or-im the lake which burns 
with fire and brimftone. Lr opi 

y. £8) For J know their works, and their thoughts, 
&ze.] That is, of the perfons before.defcribed; their 
evil works; and thoughts, which are known to 
-Chrift the difcerner of the thoughts and: intents 


»of the» heart, whofe eyes are as ‘a flame of fire to 


pierce and penetrate into them, Rev. ii. 18, 23. 
or, as for me", their works and their thoughts, as 
‘] know them, and abhor them, I’ll take vengeance 
on them for them, for what they have devifed 
and done againft me and mine: and it fhall come , 
-that is, it fhall come to pafs, or the time {hall 
come: that I will gather all nations and tongues ; 
not againtt Ferufalem, in the war of Gog and Ma- 
gog, as the Fewi/b commentators, Aben Ezra, Far- 
chi, and Kimebi interpret it, illuftrating it by Zach. 
xiv, 2. but to Chrift and his church, by the 
preaching of the gofpel, which in the latter day 
will be publifhed to every nation, kindred, tongue 
and people, and that immediately upon the de- 
ftruction of both the weftern and eaftern anti- 
chrifts ; and particularly by the means of the lat- 
ter, way will be made for it into the kingdoms 
of the eaft, which thereby will become the king- 
doms of our Lord, and of his Chrift, Rev. xiv. 
6. and xvi. 12. and xi. 15: and they foall come and 
fee my glory; the glory of Chrift’s perfon, offices 
and’ grace; the glory of his gofpel, worfhip and 
ordinances ; the glory that will be upon Zioz the 
church, and on all which there will be a defence, 
and a glorious fight it will be; fee J/ iv. 5. and 
ks. Fyi258: 

y. 19. And I will fet a fign among them, &c.] 
Either a miraculous fign, fomething wonderful, 
as the word is often ufed, Exod. iv. 8,9. J. vii. 
11, 14. not the effufion of the Spirit on the day 
of Pentecoft, in the prefence of men of all nations ; 
or the miracles wrought in the Gentile world b 
the apoftles, in confirmation of the gofpel; but 
rather the wonderful converfion of the ews, ¥. 8. 
or thofe wonders, the time of the end of which is 
enquired, Dan, xii. 6. or elfe fome diftinguifhing 
fign or mark is meant; fuch an’one as was fet on 
Cain, and on thofe that fighed and mourned for 
the fins of Ferufalem, Ezek. ix. 4. and may intend 
the feal or mark of Chrift’s Father’s name, in the 
foreheads of his people, to diitinguifh and pre- 
ferve them from being hurt with others, Rev. vii. 
3, 4. and xiv. 1. or beft of all, a fign or enfign 
to gather perfons together; which, tho’ not the 


ufual word for an enfign, is fometimes fo ufed, as’ 


in Pf. lxxiv. 4. and fo may intend Chrift, who is 


a fien that has been fpoken againft, Luke ii. 34. 
and is fét up in the miniftration of the gofpel, to 
’ gather fouls unto him, J/ x. 10, 12. and which, 


as it was attended with great fuccefs in the firft 


times of the gofpel, will alfo in the latter day, 


Wf ii. 2, 3. and xlix. 18—21. and Ix. 4, 5,8: and 
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L will fend thofe that efcape of them ; meaning, not 
the. apoftles and firft- preachers of the word that 
efcaped the perverfeneis, and! frowardnef{s~of the 
Fewi/h nation, their'rage and perfecution, and the 
wrath that came upon them to the uttermoft; but 
thofe that:fhall efcape at the defeat of the Turks, 
and at the ruin of myftical Babylon, and at the fall 
of the: tenth: part of the city, Rev. xi. 13. and 
Xviii. 44.and who alfoy ina fpiritual fenfe} will 
efcape the pollutions of the world, thro” the grace 
of God, and knowledge of Chrift ; the vengeance 
of divine juftice ; the curfes of the law, and wrath 
to come; hell and eternal’ damnation, by fleeing 
to Chrift ; thefe, fome of them, will be made 
preachers of the gofpel; as who fo fit as thofe to 
warn. finners of their: danger, to fhew men the 
way of falvation, and publifh the good tidings of 
the gofpel, and will be fént of God with a com- 
miffion from him wnte the nations; in’ order’ to 
gather them to Chrift and his church, and behold 
his glory: particularly to Tarfhifh, a word fome- 
times ufed for the fea; and the Vulgate Latin ver- 
fion renders it, the mations in the fea; ot, as the 
Targum, the province of the fea, the maritime pro- 
vinces, thofe that lie neareft: the. fea ; the’ Perfian 
and Arabian feas , or Tartefus in Spain,‘ and may 
be put for the whole country : Pul, and Dud} that 
draw the bow; which fome take tobe the fame 
with Put and Lud, or Iybiaand Lydia, which «go 
together, Fer. xlvi. 9. Hzek. xxx. 5. both countries 
in Africa, famous for archery; and the Vulgate 
Latin verfion renders it, Africa and Eydia; tho’ 
Bochart, and after him Vitringa, take Pul to be 
the fame with Péilas, an ifland upon: the Nile, 
above Syene, between Ethiopia and Egypt, of which 
Diodorus Siculus ™ and Strabo.» make mention: or 
Elephantine, the fame with Péi/, near the other. 
Kimchi interprets thofe that draw the bow of the 
Turks: to Tubal and favan, which the fame ver- 
fion renders Italy and. Greece: und the ifles afar off ; 
even as far as the Weft-Indies: what places and 
countries are exactly and precifely meant cannot 
be determined; only in general, that into various 
parts of the world, eaft, weft, north and fouth, 
even the moft diftant, the gofpel and gofpel- 
minifters fhall be fent: even to thofe: that have 
not beard my fame, or, my’ report °; the gofpel, 
which is a good and true. report of Chrift; this 
the nations, covered with’ grofs darknefs,: the pa- 
gan ones, have not fo much as heard of; but now 
fhall, thro’ thefe men being fent unto them : nei- 
ther have feen my glory; in the glafs of the gofpel, 
that having never been fet before them’; and fo 
have never feen the glory'of Chrift, as the only 
begotten of the Father; his comelinefs and beauty, 
the fulnefs of grace in him, nor any of the -ex- 
cellencies of him, either of his perfon or offices : 
and they foall declare my glory among the Gentiles ; 
this, thofe that are efcaped, or the preachers fent 
to the nations ..fhall do; they fhall declare pub- 
lickly, plainly and clearly, that Chrift is the bright~ 


nefs of the divine glory; fhall declare the glory 


of his deity; of his rich grace’ and love to fin- 
ners, .in fuffering and:dying for them; of his fal- 
vation, how® great, compleat, fuitable and glo- 
rious it is; with all the glorious truths of the. go- 
fpel, peace, pardon, righteoufnefs and eternal life 
by Chrift. 
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3.20, And they foall bring all your brethren for 
an offering unto the Lord, out of all nations, 8c.) 
This is not faid of the Yews, either with refpect to 
the firft times of the gofpel ; not of the devout men 
of all nations that heard the apoftles on the day of 
Pentecoft ; nor of thofe the gofpel niet with in the 
Gentile world, by the nffniftry of the apoftles, to 
whom Peter and Fames write their epiftles ; or in 
the latter day, fuch who remain in the:feveral na- 
tions after the general converfion of that people; 
but this is to be underftood of the Gentiles, and of 


the bringing: in the fulnefs of them, by means of 


thole who fhall efcape the calamities of thofe times, 
the deftruction of the eaftern and weftern antichrift; 
fome of which will become preachers of the word, 
and be the inftruments of doing this work : ‘here 
the Gentiles are called the brethren of the converted 
Jews, as all the Lords people are brethren one of 
another, be they of what nation they will; they 
are ali in a fpiritual fenfe the feed and children of 
Abraham, who is the father of all that believe ; 
and fo ali believers are brethren, Jews and Gentiles, 


yea, they are all the children of God, who is the | 


one God and Father of all, in the covenant of 
grace, which is common to them all; and by a- 
doption, and thre’ regeneration, the evidence of 
it. 
ther to them all; and the church univerfal, the 
Jerufalem above, is the mother of them all; they 
are mothers children, and fo brethren; they are 
partakers of the fame bleffings and privileges, and 
heirs of the fame promifes, grace and glory: now 
ali thofe that are predeftinated to the adoption of 
fons, that are the children of God fcattered abroad, 
and whom God has promifed to call by his grace, 
fhall be brought in, not one fhall be left behind ; 
fuch is the will of God, which cannot be refifted 
fuch their election of grace, which ftands firm on 
the fovereign will of God, and always obtains ; 
fuch the furetyfhip of Chrift, and the purchafe of 
his blood, which make the bringing of them ab- 
folutely neceflary ; and the Lord knows where they 
are, and will fend his. gofpel and minifters to them, 
to fetch them in, let them be in ever fuch diftant 
and obfcure places: and thefe thall be brought, 
Sor an offering to the Lord; which thall be offered 
to him, either by the perfons that bring them, the 
minifters of the gofpel, who are the priefts of the 
Lord, ¥. 21. and who offer, not flain beafts, as 
under the law, but living perfons, men and women, 
converted under their miniftry; whom they bring 
to the Lord, and to his houfe, as trophies of his 
victorious grace, to ferve and glorify him. The 
apottle Paul feems to allude to this paffage, and to 
give the fenfe of it, Rom. xv. 16. or elfe by them- 
ielves that are brought; who fhall prefent their fouls 
and bodies a fiving, holy and acceptable facrifice unto 
God, as their reafonable fervice; not to atone for 
their fins, but in gratitude to the Lord, as being 
his, and not their own, Row. xii. 1. the means by 
which they fhall be brought. follows : upon borfes, 
and in chariots, and in litters, and upon mules, and 
upon fwift beafts; which Kimchi and Aben Ezra in+ 
terpret of camels, the better fort of them; but 
the Targum renders it, with praifes ; and fo Farchi 
underftands it, of the fongs of thofe that fkip and 


dance for joy; fee x Sam. vi. 16. which carriages | 


are not to be underftood literally, but figuratively, 
expreflive of the gofpel-miniftry, which is the ve- 
hicle of falvation, and in which fouls are brought 
to Chrift, and to his church; and various forts 


Chrift ftands in the relation of an elder bro- } 


IS 4. 1A A. Chlwi. ¥.20, 28: 


being mentioned, may fignify the multitudes that 
fhall be gathered in, and the different accommo=- 
dations made, according to different circumftances 5 
fome that are {trongand eager, and impatient of 
church-communion, are brought on more fpeedily, 
on horfes, and fwift beafts ; and others more weak- 
ly, andcan move but flowly, in chariots and “lit- 
ters; and all denote the fafe and honourable way 
and manner in which they are conducted, as well 
as the welcome they may expect to have in the 
churches of Chrift fince all manner of 

afforded to them. The horie is an emblem of the 
gofpel-miniftry, and fo is the chariot, Rev. vi. 2. 
Cant. iii. 9, 10. the ~place they'll be brought unto, 
is, to my koly mountain Ferufalem, faith the Lords 
not. Ferufalem literally taken, tho’ it is highly pro- 
bable it will be at this time a place of great refort 


| of all:chriftians ; but the church, often called by 
} this name in this prophecy, ‘and im this chapter; 


a mountain, for height, vifibility, and efpecially for 
firmnefs and immoveablenefs; a doly one, where 
holy things, words and ordinances are miniftred, 
holy perfons meet, and none elfe fhould ‘be mem- 
bers of it; hither converted perfons are brought 
to partake of thofe holy things, and have com- 
munion with holy perfons, by means of the mi- 
nifters of the gofpel, who invite, exhort, encou- 
rage and perfuade, and ufe the moft forcible argu- 
ments they can, but after all are but inftruments, 
God. is the efficient ; it is‘he that brings fouls to 
Zion, Fer. ii. 14. the manner follows: as the chil- 
dren of Lrael bring an offering in a clean veffél into 
the houfe of the Lord , jutt as the Minchab, or meat- 


offering, was brought in a pure and ‘clean vefiel 


into the fan¢ctuary of the Lord, and there prefented 


, before him ; as all the vediels there were holy ones, 
' Ezra viii. 28, denoting who thofe fhould be that 


fhould be brought and offered; perfons whote hearts 


_were purified by faith in the blood of Chrift; ‘called 


with an holy calling; fanctified by the Holy Ghoft; 
and appearing in the beauties of holinefs of heart 
and life. The Septuagint verfion renders it, with 
plalms; and the Arabic verfion, with a zubilee 5 
fuggefting they fhall be brought with joy and glad- 


nefs; fee Pf xlv.15. The ancient ews ? interpret 
all this of the gifts. brought to the king Meffiah 


in his days. 

y. 21. And I will alfo take of them for priefts, 
&c.] That is, of the Gentiles, the brethren brought 
as an offering to the Lord; and therefore muft re- 


| fpe&t gofpel-times, when the Aarénical priefthood 
| would be changed and ceafe, which admitted not 


of Gentiles, nor any of any other tribe in Jae, 
but the tribe of Levi; nor is this to be underftood 
of the fpiritual priefthood common to all believers, 
1 Pet. ii. 5,9. Rev. i. 6. and v. 10. fince of thofe 


converted Gentiles brought, not all, but only fome — 


of them, would be taken for priefts; and there- 


fore can only be interpreted of the minifters of the 
word, who, in Old T'eftament-language are called 


priefts, tho’ never in the New Teftament; but el- 


ders, bifhops, overfeers, paftors and teachers. The 


were Jews, 


firft preachers of the gofpel as yd 
e difciples, Paul an 


twelve apoftles, the feventy 


| Barnabas, and others; but when the pel was 


preached, and churches planted in the Ge world, 


then priefts, or paftors, or elders, were taken out —_ 


from among them, and ordained over the churches 
every where; and which have continued, more or 
lefs, ever fince ; and will be more abundant in the 
latter day ; whofe work and office is not to 


oP, 
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up flain beafts, as the priefts of old, but to point 
to the facrifice of Chrift, tothe Lamb of God, that 
takes away the fins,of men; and to:teach the know+ 
ledge of a crucified Chrift, and the feveral doc- 
trines and duties of the chriftian religion; as ‘the 
riefts formerly-taught the knowledge of the law, 
Vaal. ii..7 sand for Levites, faith the Lord; \this | 
{till more cleafly:fhews that the prophecy belongs 
to the gofpel-difpenfation,. and is to be underftood 
figuratively and {piritually; for none but. thofe of 
the tribe, of, Levi.could be taken for! Levitesan. a 
- Jiteral fenfe ; bute here Gentiles.are faid to: betaken 
for fuch, and defign men in gofpel-churches. The 
Levites, as their name: fionifies, »were fuch asrwere 
joined to others ; they miniftred»to:the priefts;’ and 
affifted.them;, and had the charge of the'temple, 
and the yeflels of it, to;whorn deacons now anfwer’; 
who are helps and affiftants to: the miniftersiof the 
word :, their bufinefs is:to ferve tables; and:to,take 
care of the fecular affairs of the church; fo that 
this is a prophecy of the churches in the latter day 
being truly organized, and filled with proper offi- 
‘Gers, as well as with numerous members.) 

yr. 22.. For as the new heavens, and the new earth 
which I will make, &c.] Not bave made; for this 
is not to be underftood of the heavens and the 
earth made new in the beginning, and which con- 
tinue fo without any change or alteration; tho’ 
fometimes the perpetuity of the church, which is 
here predicted, is fet forth by the duration of thofe, 
Pf, ixxxix. 29, 36, 37. Fer. Xxxi. 35, 36, 37. and 
XXXiil. 25, 26. but either of the new ftate of things 
under the gofpel-difpenfation, which {till continues, 
promifed ch. Ixv. 15. or rather, fince that would 
be an illuftration of it by the fame thing in dif- 
ferent words, it may be interpreted literally of the 
new heavens and the new earth, which will be 
made when the prefent ones-fhall wax old and pe- 
rifh, and be no more, as‘in the new Yeru/alem- 
flate, 2 Pet. iii. 1o—¥3. Rev. xxi. 1: fhall remain 
before me, faith the Lord; thete fhall continue, not 
only throughout the millennium, or thoufand years- 
reign, but for ever: /o hall your feed and your name 
remain, not the natural feed of believers; all have 
not fuch feed, and they that have, they are not all } 
converted perfons; but the fpiritual /eed of the } 
church, born in her, and broughtyup by her; 
which fhall continue in fucceflive «generations to 
the end of time, notwithftanding: the perfecutions } 
of men, and the craft of falfe teachers, and ‘the 
reproaches and banters of a vain world, P/- xxii. 
30. Jf lix.21. and their “ame alfo; the name of 
Chrift they name and confefs, and that is called 
upon them, and from whence they are called chri- 
ftians ; this. fhall endure as long as the fun, P/ 
Ixxii. 18. or the new name of fons and daughters 
of the Almighty ; or their fame and glory, the 
memory of them; they fhall be had in everlafting 
remembrance, P/. cxii. 6. 

y. 23. And it fhall come to pafs, that from one 
new moon to another, &c.| Or, from month in its 
month 1. ‘The Targum is, “* in the time of the 

_ beginning of the month in its month,” that is, 
“im-every day of the month; or rather, every 
month : and from one fabbath to another , the form 
of expreffion is the fame as before; and-in like 
manner paraphrafed in the Targum, and fignifies 
either every day in the week; or rather, every fab- 
bath, or firft day in the week for we are not to 


imagine that new moons and Fri) fabbaths; that 
is, feventh day-fabbaths, {hall now be obrvéd; 
which have. been» long’ abolifhed, Col. 4i. 16. ‘burt, 
as New Teftament-officers of churche® are," in the 
preceding vertes, calledby Old Teftament-narnes ; 
fo here:the\times and featns 6f“eofpel-worfhip ‘are 
exprefled)in Old Teftarfienetanguage 5 and? the 
fenfeis, that\the people: of (Chrift, and members 
of churches in the latter day; thal «conftantly at- 
tend church+meetings ; thallaflemble-topether'every 
month\to celebrate. the uord’s“fuppeit;and-every 
Lord’ssday, ‘to hear theword, pray and fing praifes 
togethers -hereby: ‘enjoying much ° fpiritial' peace 
and reft;and‘increafing ‘in’ evangelical light," fig- 
nified: bythe new moons and fabbaths } “and efpe- 
cially this! will have'afuller atcomplifiment if the 
new Ferufalem-ftate; when there will be a “perfect 
fabbatifm, ‘which now? remains forthe! people Of 
‘God; and-when -their ight Will peeled ib ee 
and glorious ; and fo the ews * interpret this of 
the world to come, which is “all fabbath or reft ; 
that is,,from all toil and Jabéur; fromefin.and for- 
row, from fatan’s temptations, and the world’s per- 
fecutions ; but not from the‘worfhip and fervice of 
God; tho’ that will be in a differént and more per- 
fect manner than now it is a8 follows: all fleh 
foall come to worfbip before me, faith the Lord, that 
is, men of all nations, and perfons of each” fex ; 
not Fews only, and their males, as formerly, but 
men and women; not every individual, but all 
that will be converted, which will be many, fhall 
come to the places of public worfhip, where the 
faints meet together for that purpofe, and join to- 
gether in it; and this they fhall do continually and 
without intermiffion, as the firft chriftians did, 
Adis ii. 42, Heb. x. 25. The Talmud * interprets 
this of fuch whofe heart is become as flefh; fee 
Ezek, &xxvi. 26.) thefe fhall not only worfhip in 
the prefence of God, and in the view of him the 
omnifcient God,’ and by his affiftance, and to his 
glory ;, but him himfelf, Father, Son, and Spi- 
rit, with reyerence and devotion, in fpirit, and in 
truth, and that, conftantly, in the new Ferufalem, 
and ultimate glory, in the utmoft perfection and 


purity. 

¥.24. And they foall go forth, &c.] That is, 
oe and fpiritual worfhippers fhall’ go 
forth from the holy mountain Feru/alei, the church 
of God, whither they are brought as an offering 
to ‘the Lord, and where they worfhip him; for 
this is not to be underftood of going out of Feru- 
falem literally, as Aben Ezra and Kimchi; or of 
their going out of’ their “graves after the’ refur- 
rection,..as others ; but eithér-out of the chriftian 
afflemblies, or out of the houfes of the faints, and 
the beloved:city, when‘ fire-fhall come down from 
heaven, and deftroy the wicked, Rev. xx. 9: and 
look upon the carcajes of the men that have tranf- 
greffed againft me.. The Targum is, ** againit my 
“< word ;” againft Chrift, whofe perfon they blai- 
phemed, denying him to be God; whole office, 
as a Mediator and Saviour, they rejected ; whofe 
doétrines they contradicted ; and whofe ordinances 
they defpifed: thefe are not the carcafes’ of the 
camp of Gog and Magog, the Fews fo call, as Kim- 
chi interprets it; tho’ it may have reference to the 
carcafes of Gog’s army, the Turks, that will be 
flain in their attempt to recover Judea, Ezek. xxxviii. 
and xxxix. or elfe the carcafes of thofe that will be 
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flain at the battel at Armageddon, Rev. xvi. 16. and 
xix. 18—21. or the army of Gog and Magog, at 
the end of the thoufand years, Rev. xx. 8, g.. The 
Talmudifts' obferve from hence, that the wicked, even 
at the gate of hell, return not by repentance ; for it 
is not faid, that have tranfgreffed, but that tranfgre/s , 
for they tranfgrefs, and.go.on for ever; and fo indeed 
the word may be rendered, that tranfgre/s, or are 
tran{grefing * ; for they interpret it of the damned 
in hell, as many do; and of whom the following 
claufes may be underftood: for their worm fhall 
not die; with which their carcafes fhall be covered, 
they lying rotting above ground ; or ‘figuratively 
their confciences, and the horrors and terrors that 
fhall feize them, which they will never get rid of. 
The Largum is, ‘* their fouls fhall not die ;” as 
they will not, tho’ their, bodies may ; but will re- 
main to fuffer the wrath of God to all eternity : 
neither foall their fire be quenched; in hell, as Far- 


tT. Bab. Erubim, fol. 19.1. R. Hona in Midrafh Tillim in Pf. i. 6. 
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chi interprets it; thofe wicked men, the followers 
and worthippers of antichrift, will be caft into the 
lake which burns with fire and -brimitone ; they 
will for ever fuffer the vengeance of eternal fre; 
and the fmoke of their torment fhall afcend for 
ever and ever, Rev. xiv. 10. and xix. 20: and they 
foall ‘bean abborring unto all fle> ; the trues 
fhippers of God, y. 23. to. whom ‘eit hkcales 
will be loathfome, when they look upon them ; 
and their fouls abominable, becaufe of their wicked 
actions ; and who cannot but applaud the jufti 
of God in their condemnation ; and admire diftin 
guifhing grace and mercy, that has preferved the 
from the like ruin and deftruétion. “Fhe Yarg 
is, ‘* and the ungodly fhall.be judged in hell, till - 
“© the righteous fhall fay concerning them, we have 
“ feen enough ;” fee Mark ix. 44, 46,48. where our. 
Lord mentions and repeats fome of the claufes of this 
text, and applies them to the torments of hell. 


I 


Pagninus, Montanus; qui tranfgreffi funt contra me, Pifcator 3 deficientium a me, Cocceius. 


93 Swoon prevaricantium in me, 


The Book of the Prophet JEREMIAH, : 


. verfion is, the prophecy of Feremiah; in the 

a. Syriac and Arabic verfions, the prophecy of 

the prophet Feremiah, According to a tradition of 
the Jews *, this book ftands the firft of the: pro- 
phets,. the»order of which is, Feremiah, Ezekiel, 
Lfciah, and the:twelve... Kimchi makes mention of 
it in a preface to his Comment on this book 5 and 
Dr. Lightfoot from hence concludes, that this is 
the reafon why a paflage in Zechariah is cited under 
the name of Feremy, Matt. xxvii. 9. becaufe he 
ftanding firft in the volume of the prophets, gave 
name to the whole; juft as the book of P/alms, 
being the firft of the Hagiographa, they are called 
the Pfalms from it, Luke xxiv. 44.) The name of 
the writer. of this book, Jeremiah, fignifies, the 
Lord feall exalt, or be exalted; or, exalting the 
Lord; being compofed of >) be jhall exalt, and 
1 Febovahb, according to Hillerus®. Tho’ others“ 
take it to be a compofition of 9° and =95), te 
Lord fall caft down ; as he did his enemies, and 
alfo himfelf, he being greatly afflicted ; and which 
fuits with the argument of his book, foretelling the 
cafting away of the people of the Fews. . His ftile 
of writing, according to the opinion of Ferom *, 
~ 4s more ruftic than that of J/aiah, and fome. other 
prophets, and which he attributes to his being 
born and brought up in a country-village; and 
Abarbinel to his age, being a child when he be- 
gan to prophefy. “The duration of his prophefy- 


prophefy in the 13th year of Fofah’s reign, in thé 
year of the Fulian period 4085, and before the era 
of Chrift 629, according both to Bifhop Uber * 
and Mr. Whifton‘, and the Univerfal Hifory*® ; and 
according to Mr. Bedford’ 627: If any credit can 
be given to Epipbanius', or to the writer that bears 
his name, he. was ftoned to death by the people at 
Taphnas in Egypt, and was buried where Pharaoh 
dwelt. Abulpharagius, an Arabic writer *,fays, that 
he went to Egypt, where fome of theoZews took 
him and put him into a well, and afterwards took 
him out and ftoned him, fo that he died, and’ he 
was buried in Egypt; and was from thence removed 
by Alexander, in his time, to Alexandria, and bu- 
ried there. And both Tertullian' and Ferom ™ af- 
firm, that he was ftoned by the people. This pro- 
phecy contains feveral difcourfes delivered to the 
people of the Fews; charging them with many fins 
they were guilty of; exhorting them to repentance; 
threatening them with the deftruction of their city 
and temple, and with captivity in Badylons and 
comforting the faints not only with a promife of 
deliverance from thence, but of fpiritual redemp- 
tion by the Meffiah. And it alfo has in it feveral 
predictions of judgments upon other nations ; and 
gives a particular account of the deftruction of 
Ferufalem, and of the carrying of the Yews captive 
into Babylon ; which he lived to fee, as the fulfil- 
ment of .his prophecies. 


Te title of the book in the Vulgate Latin | ing was forty years and upwards. He began td 


CHAP. IL 


HIS chapter contains the title or infcription 

of the book ; the call of the prophet to his 
office, and the encouragement he had to enter upon 
it. In the infcription the prophet is defcribed by 
his name, by his defcent, by the place of his birth, 
and the time of his prophefying, ¥. 1,2, 3. the 
appointment and ordination of him to his office, 
which was very early, and the fignification of it to 
him, are in ¥., 4, 5. his excufe, on account of his 
childhood and weaknefs, ¥. 6. the encouragement 
given him, notwithftanding this, from the miffion, 
and command he had from the Lord, and the promife 
of his prefence with him, y. 7, 8. and not only 
is he encouraged by words, but alfo by figns ; by 
the Lord’s touching his mouth with his hand, as 
a fymbol of putting his words into his mouth, and 
fetting him over nations and kingdoms, to publith 
if a prophetic way their deftruction, ¥. 9, 10. and 
by a vifion of an almond-tree, fignifying the quick 
and hafty performance of the word of the Lord by 
him, y. 11, 12. and by another vifion of a feeth- 
ing-pot northwards, intimating the coming of the 
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Chaldeans fron the north again Ferufalem, and 
their taking it, and carrying the Fews captive, be- 
caufe of their wickednefs,;. which was) a. principal 
part of the meflage he was fent with, ¥. 13, 14, 
15,16. and the chapter is concluded with an ex- 
hortation to him to take heart; and be of good 
courage, and not be difinayed; fince he was made 
aedefenced city, an iron pillar, and brazen wall, 
againft the whole land of Fudea, its kings, princes, 
priefts, and people ; who, tho’ they fhould fight 
againft him, fhould not prevail, becaufe God was 
with him, ¥. 17,18, 19. 


¥. 1. Thewords of Feremiah -the fon of Hilkiab, 
&c.] This is the general title of the whole book, 
and includes all his difcourfes, fermons, and pro-+ 
phecies ; and defigns not his own words, but the 
words of the Lord, which were put into his mouth, 
and he delivered under divine infpiration. The 
Septuagint verfion renders it; the word of Ged; and 
the Arabic verfion, the word of the Lord; the Tar- 
gum; “ the words of the prophecy of Yeremiab ,” 
who 
© Schmidt jn loc. 4 Prafat. 
f Chronéftgical Tables, Cent, 9. 


1 De vit. Prophet. c. 8. Vid. Ifidor, Hifpalent. 
Vid. Elmacin. Hift. Eccl. p. 128, Apud Hortinger. ‘Thelaut, 
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who is deferibed by his defcent and parentage, the 
Jon of Hilkiab. The Arabic verfion calls him Sel- 
kiah. This was not Hilkiab the high-prieft, who 
in the days of ¥ofah found the book of the law, 
2 Kings xxii. 8. as Kimchi’s father and Abarbinel 
think, and fo Clemens of Alexandria”; fince he is not 
{aid to be an high-prieft, or of the high-priefts, but 
of the pricfts shat were m Anathoth, in the land of 
Benjamin; tho’ the Targum paraphrafes the words. 
to the other fenfe, “‘ of the heads of the ward of 
“< priefts, of the Amarcalin or governors which 
© were in Feru/alems; a mansthat-took, his inheri- 


at 


* tance im Avathoth, in: the dand of the tsibe of | 


‘* Benjamin ;”? nor 1s. Jeremiah, mentioned among 
the pofterity of Aitkiah the high-prieft in 1: Chron 
vi. 13, 14. belides Hilkiah, .asptielt of. Auathoth, 
mutt be of the family-of I¢kamar ; the lafbofiwhich 
family, that was high-pri¢&,. was .dbiathar; who 
had fields-in Adathoth, as Kings ii. 26.: and foscould 
be no. other than a common) pricits for diiikiah the 
high-prieftwas of the family of Phimebas;foritrom 


the times of that Abiatban tothe Bahylonifacapti. 


wvity,: there: was ‘no: high-prieft: but of ‘that family. 
Lhe Jews fay, that Feremab.defcended:by: his mo- 
ther’snfide from Rabab the harlot *... uatkath was 
acityin thevtribe of Benjamin, as-is here faid;.and 
belonged to ‘the priefts, 70/4. xxi. 18. it lay north 
of Ferufalem,, about-three miles from it, according 
to Ferom*® and others; but, according to-Fofepbus 9, 
ir was: but’ twenty furlongs: from. it, that is, two 
miles and-a half, ro 33 

¥. 2. Tawhom the word of the Lord came;-in the 
days of Fofiah, &c.} This'was the beginning of 
the prophecy of Feremiah, fo that he» prophefied 


long after J/aiah, Hofeab, Amos, and Micah: for | 


this kin was the Jon of Amon king of Fudab, which 
Jénon was the fon of Manaffeh; the Septuagint and 
Arabic verfions- wrongly call him: Amos; cand “Fere- 
sniah began, to: prophely 2m the thirteenth year of bis 
feiga sin the twenty-firlt of Fofiah’s age, for he 


began to reign when he was eight years. old; and. 
he reigned eighteen years after, for he reigned in } 


all thirty-one years; and it was five years after 
this, that the book of the law was found’ by Aii/- 
kiah the high-prieft; 2 Kings xxii. 3. 

¥. 3. And it came alfo in the days of Feboiakim 
the on of Fofiah king of Fudab, &c.} In the begin- 
ning of his reign, and in the fourth year of his 
‘reign’ 5 fee ch. xxv. 1. XXvi. 1. xxvii. 1. and xxxv. 
1. and xxxvi. 1. no mention is made of Fehoahaz, 
who reigned between Fofiah and Fehoiakim, becaufe 
hisreign was fhort, but three months, 2 Kings xxiii. 
31. and perhaps no word of the Lord came to fe- 
remiab in his-time, though it did before and after: 
unto the end of the eleventh year of Zedekiah the fon 
of Fofah king of Judah; fo that feremiah mutt pro- 
phefy in the land of Fudea upwards of forty years ; 
eighteen under Yofiah, 2. Kings xxii, 1. three months 
under Feboabaz, 2 Kings xxiii. 33, eleven years 
under. Feboiakim, 2 Kings xxiii. 36. three months’ 
under Fechoniah, 2 Kings xxiv. 8. and eleven years, 
under Zedekiah, when: the city was ‘befieged and 
_taken, 2. Kings xxv. ‘2, 3. Fofah had three fons 
kings of Fudab, Feboabaz, Feboiakim, and Zedekiah, 
under all whom Yeremiah prophefied : even unto the 
carrying away of Ferufalem captive in the fifth month, 


the month 4, which anfwers to part of July and |: 


part of Ayguft; and it was on the ninth or tenth. 
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Jaying,| Not in the days.of Febeigkim, 


thee, Sc.) Not merely by his omnife 


“unto him, when he was now called unto 


Exod. iv. 10. 
‘phefy : for Tam a:child; meaning either in know- 
‘ledge and underftanding, or in years; not a mere 
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day of this month, that the city of Ferufalem was 
burnt, and the people carried woth 2 Kingsxxv. 
8, 9. Yer. li, 12, 13. the ninth of the faid month 


‘is now kept by the Yews as a faft om thatvac- 
} count. ty 


¥. 4. Then the word of the Lord came unto ome, 


thirteenth year of the reign of Fofab,” 
Septuagint and Vulzate Like verfion 
iin. ‘ ii 


>. ae 
¥. 5. Before I formed thee in the belly, 1 Rhew 
‘cnebe ty he 


x  kitio 


knows albmen before their conception and _ " 
but, with: fuch .a khowledge,..as had fpecial love 
and. affection joined with vit 5. in which» fenfe the 
Lord» knows. them that afe his, ashe does not 
others, and predeftinates them unto: eternal life; 
andcwhich is not only before their formation in 
the womb, but before the foundation of the world, 
even from all eternity. ‘The forming» of the hu- 
man foetus is. God’s..aét, «and a curious piece of 
sworkmaanfhip» it is; fee Pf cxxxix. 19, 26.» And 


before thou cameft forth out of the womb, T fanétified 


thee, noo by infufing holinefs intor him, but’ by 
feparating him in his:eternal purpofes and deerees 
to the office of a prophet, before he was bern, 
and even before the world began ; juft as the apo- 
{tle Paul was feparated:to the gofpebof Ged, Rom. 
i.c1,, forsit follows, and J ordained theea prophet 


unto the nations ; not. to the Lfraelites only; who 


Yarchi thinks: are*fo called, becaufesthey: now fol- 
lowed:the ufages and cuftoms ‘of the:nations ; but 
to the Gentiles, againft whom he was fent to. pro- 
phecy, ch. xlvi. 1. as Egyptians, Philiftines, Moab- 
ites, Ammonites, and: Chaldeans: . This ordination 
of him. to be'a prophet’ was not done in time, but 


in eternity, in the mind and thought of God; he 
was fore-ordained to this office betore the founda- 


tion of the world, of which a declaration was made 
it; to 
which he makes anfwer, - Viacom gy con. 

¥. 6. Then faid I, Ab Lord God, Sec.) The 
word PqMN 44, or Abab, is ufed in diftrefs and 


“grief, as Kimchi obferves; and. is. expreffive of 
} mourning and complaint, as Farehi notes; and 


fhows, that the prophet.was troubled and uneafy 


‘at his call, and would gladly have been excufed 


on the following account : behold, I cannot fpeak ; 


‘or, I know not how to fpeak* ; properly and perti- 


nently, politely and eloquently, efpecially before 
great perfonages, kings and princes, and the ci- 


‘tizens of Feru/alem, being brought up ina ruftic 


manner in the country. A like excuse Ado/es made, 
The Targum is, I know not to pro- 


child, but a junior, as the Septuagint verfion ren- 
ders the word ; or a young man, as the Arabic -ver- 
fion ; fo Samuel and Zechariah were young men 

when they firft miniftred in their office, 1 Sam: 
iii 1, Zech. ii. 4. Abarbinel fuppofes that Fere- 
miah was now twelve or fifteen years of age; but 
it fhould feem rather that he was more, p 


“twenty years of age; fince’ he . ave pro- 


phefied to the men of nathoth, before hi 
tent to Ferufalem, ch. xi. 21. =k , 


¥.7. But the Lord faid unto me, fay not, 1 ai 
child, &c.] This excufe will not be admitted: 
© 'T. Bab. Megilla, fol14.°2.Walkat Simeon, par. 2. fl 59 3: | cit in og. 
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for'thou fozlt. goto all that Lfoall fond thee , either 
to every place, as the Targum paraphrales ; or Zo 
ail perfons fo whom he fhould be fent, as the Sep- 
tuagint and Arabic verfions render the words ; or 
te all things for which he fhould fend him, as the 
Syriac and Vulgate Latin verfions. The fenfe is, 
that he fhould go every where, and to every per- 
fen, and on every errand and meiffage he fhould be 
fent unto and with: and whatfoever I command thee 
thou fhalt {peak ; out and openly, and keep back 
nothing thro’ the fear of men ; as follows, 

¥.8. Be not afraid of their faces, &c.] Their 
ftern looks, their frowning brows, and angry coun- 
tenances, which would threaten him with deftruc- 
tion and death : for J am.with thee, to deliver thee, 
faith the Lord, out of their hands, when in the 
moft imminent danger. The Targum paraphrafes 
the words thus, ‘* my word fhall be thine help to 
*¢ deliver thee ;” which is true of Chrift, the effen- 
tial word of God. 

¥.9. Then the Lord put forth his hand, 8c:] 
Who, according to Kimchi, was the angel that ap- 
peared to the prophet, and {poke in the name of 
the Lord to him, and is called by his name; but 
rather it was the Son of God, the true Jehovah, 
who appeared in an human form he affumed for 
the preient, and put forth his hand: and touched 
my mouth ; jutt as one of the Seraphim touched the 
mouth and. lips of the prophet J/aiab with a live 
coal from, the altar, Jf vi. 6,7. by this fymbol 
the prophet was inducted into. his office; and it 
was fuggefted to him, that his mouth was now 
fan&tified to the Lord’s ufe and fervice ; and that 
what he fhould fpeak thould not be his own words, 
but the words of the Lord; and fo the Zargum pa- 
raphrafes it, ‘¢ and the Lord fent the words of his 
** prophecy, and ordered: ¢hem in my mouth ;” to 
which agrees what follows = -and the Lord faid unto 
me, behold, I kave put my words in thy mouth; 
which was fignified by the preceding fymbol ; 
wherefore he might with great freedom and _bold- 
nefs deliver them out to others. 

y.10. See, I have this day fet thee over the na- 
tions, and over the kingdoms, &c.] Not as a prince, 
but as a prophet over them, to prophefy things 
concerning them, whether good or evil, which 
fhould certainly come to pafs as he predicted: Zo 
‘root out, and to pull down, and to deftroy, and-to 
throw down; that is, to foretell that fuch a king- 
dom and nation fhould be rooted out, as a tree or 
plant that is plucked up by the roots; and that 
fuch an one fhould be pulled, and thrown down, 
and deftroyed, as a building is. The whole may 
be underftood of the deftruction of the Fews by 
Nebuchadnezzar, of their temple, city and nation ; 
tho’ the Targum and Farchi interpret all this of the 
Gentiles only, and the following ¢o duild, and to 
plant, of the houfe of J/rael,; which may be ap- 
plied to the building of the temple, and the plant- 
ing of the Yews in their own land, after their re- 
turn from:captivity, which jeremiah prophelied of. 
Thefe. laft words are not in the Arabic verfion, 

y. 11. Moreover, the word of the Lord came unto 
me, &c.] At the dame time as before: faying, Fe- 
remiah, what feet thou? The Séptuagint veriion 
leaves out the word Jeremiah: and I faid, I fee a 
rod of an almond-tree; a dry fick, without leaves 
or fruit upon it, and yet he knew it to be an al- 
mond-tree-ftick ; tho’ fome think it had leaves 
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and fruit on it, by which it-was known. “The 
Targum is, ‘* and I faid, a king haftening to do 
“* evil I Tee ;” meaning Nebuchadnezzar Ring of. 
ie haftening to bring deftruction upon the 
Jews. f ' - 

v.12. Then faid the Lard unto me, thou haft well. - 
Jeen, &c.] The thing feen is a very proper em- 
blem of what I am about to do, and the quick 
difpatch that will be made therein: for J will haften 
my word to perform it, the words 138 “pyr fhoked 
ani, I will haften, or I am baftening, are in allu- 
fion to pw fboked, the name of the almond-tree 
in Hebrew ; which is fo called, becaufe it is quick 
and early, and as it were haftens to bring forth its 
flowers, leaves and fruit; in like manner the Lord 
fays he would haften to perform what he had faid, 
or fhould fay by him concerning the deitruction of 
Ferujalemy. and the ,captivity of the people, and 
every thing elfe he fhould give him in commiffion 
to fay. archi and Abendana make mention of an 
ancient Midra/h, or expofition to this fenfe; that 
from the time of the almond-tree’s putting forth, 
until its frit is ripe, are one and twenty days, ac- 
cording to the number of days which were between 
the feventeenth of Tammuz, in which the city was 
broken up, and the ninth of 4, in which the 
temple was burnt; but tho’ the almond-tree is 


‘the firft of trees, and is very early in putting forth, 


yet there is a greater diftance than this between its 
putting forth and its fruit being ripe; for Pliny * 
fays; that the almond-tree firft of all flowers in 
January, and its fruit is ripe in March. 

¥.13. And the word of the Lord came unto me 
the fecond time; 8cc.] In the famé vifion : /aying, 
what feeft thou? befides the almond tree-rod; which 
perhaps was now removed out of fight, and an- 
other object appears: and I faid, I fee a seething 
pot; a pot with fire under it, boiling and bubbling 
up: and the face. thereof was towards the north, 
either the mouth of the pot where it boiled up, 
which might be turned to the north in the vifion ; 
or that fide of the pot, as Kimchi thinks, on which 
the liquor was poured out ; it may be that fide of 
it, on which the fire was put to caufe it to boil 
.and fo denotes from what quarter the fire casie, 
and was put under it, and the wind that blew it 
up. The Zargum paraphrafes the words thus, “‘ and 
‘* I faid, I fee a king boiling as a pot, and the 
‘¢ banner of his army,which was brought and came 
“ from the north.” The explanation follows, 
¥.14. Then the Lord faid unto me, &c.] Ex- 
plaining the above vifion: out of the north an evil 
frail break forth upon all the inhabitants of the land 
that is, out of Babylon, which lay north, as Farchi 
fays, and fo the Talmud‘; or north-eaft, as Kimchi 
and Ben Melech, to the land of J/rael,; from hence 
came Nebuchadnezzar and his army, which are 
meant by te evil that fhould break forth, or de 
opened * and loofed, which before were bound and 
hindred by the providence of God; fee Rev. ix. 
14. and come upon all the inhabitants of the land 
of J/rael, and who are fignified by the boiling pot 
to the north; or however, by the fire under it, 
which came from thence; for rather by the pot 
is meant Ferufalem, and by the boiling of it, its 
deftruction by the Chaldeans ; fee Ezek. xi. 3, 7. and 
XXIV. 3. 

¥.15. For lo, I will call all the families of the 
kingdoms of the north, faith the Lord, &c.) Which 


belonged 
* Aen 
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belonged unto, and were tinder the jurifdiction of 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and the cal) of 
them, as Kimchi well obferves, is no other than 
putting it into their hearts to come : and they fhall 
come ; being influenced: and directed by the pro-" 
vidence of God; who had a principal concern in 
this matter: and they fhall fet every one his throne 
at the entering of the gates of ferufalem, meaning, 
not only that they fhould pitch their military tents, 
and encamp about Yeru/alem, and place themfelves 
at the entering of the gates, in order to get in; 
but that they fhould fit down there in great fatety 
and fecurity, and be very fuccefsful, victorious and 
triumphant : and againft all the walls thereof round 
about, and againft all the cities of Judab ; not only 
befiege Ferujalem, and take that, but alfo all the 
reft of the cities of the land. 

¥. 16. And F will utter my judgments againft 
them, &c.| .Not againft the kingdoms of the 
north, but againft the people of the Yews. The 
fenfe is, that God would enter into judgment with 
this people, and pafs fentence upon them, and exe- 
cute it: touching all their wickednefs, or on ac- 
count of all their fins and tranfgreffions, hereafter 
mentioned: who have forfaken me. The Targum 
is, who have forfaken my worfoip, for to forfake the 
public worfhip of God, attendance on his word and 
ordinances ; or to forfake the affembling of them- 
felves together for fuch a purpofe, is to forfake ‘the 
Lord himfelf, the fountain of living waters ; and 
this is to forfake their own mercies: and have burnt 
incenfe te other gods; to the idols. of the Gentiles, 
as the Targum explains it; to Baal, to the queen 
of heaven, and to others: and worfhipped the works 
of their own hands; idols of gold, filver, brafs 
and wood, which their own hands formed and 
carved, and which argued great ftupidity and ig- 
norance. 

¥.17. Thou therefore gird up thy loins, &c.] 
The loins both of his mind and body. ‘The al- 
lufion is to the cuftom of the eaftern countries in 
wearing long garments, who, when they went a- 
bout bufinefs, girt them about them for quicker 
difpatch ; and here it defigns hafte and expedition 


CHA 

HIS chapter contains the prophet’s meflage 
_from the Lord to the people of the Jews ; 

in which they are reminded of their former fa- 
vours, in order ‘to aggravate their fins and tranf- 
greffions they were chargeable with ; to. fhew their 
ingratitude and unkindnefs, and to bring them to 
a conviction and acknowledgment of their iniqui- 
ties, without which punifhment would be inflicted 
on them. The preface to this meflage is in ¥. 1, 2. 
and the difcourfe begins with an account of their 
former ftate and condition, when they came out 
of Agypt; what kindnefs was fhown them by the 
Lord, and what was returned to him by them ; 
what they were to him, and how much regarded 
by him, ¥. 2, 3. and fo’ far were they from being 
injured by him, that might caufe them to depart 
from him, which they are defired to give attention 
to, that they were followed with various inftances 
of goodnefs, which are particularly enumerated ; 
and yet no notice was taken of them, néither by 
people, priefts, paftors and prophets, who were 
guilty of the proffett ignorance and wickednefs, 
¥. 4, 5; ©, 7, 8, wherefore the Lord determines to 


in doing the Lord’s work, as well as courage aiid’ 
refolution of mind: and arife; and go fro 

thoth to ferufalem: and {peak unto them ‘all 
command thee, fee the note on ¥.7 > be not 
mayed at their faces, fee the note on ¥/ 8% 
confound thee before them, fhew refentnient at’ 


y.18. For bebold, I have made 
defenced city, 8ec.] Or, as one ; fo read Wh 
gum, Septuagint, Syriac and Arabic verfions; 
is inexpugnable, and cannot be taken : py 
pillar; which can’t be removed out of its pl C1 
and brazen walls, which cannot be broken down. 
All thefe metaphors thew the fafety and {ecutity of 
the prophet, being furrounded by the power of 
God; his conftancy, immoveablenefs and invin- 
ciblenefs in the work of the Lord, having fuch 2 
{pirit of power, fortitude, and of a found mind; 
that nothing was able to move and fhake him, ‘or 
to deter him from the execution of his office; and 
that he fhould ftand inflexible againft the ewbole 
land ; of Fudea, and all the inhabitants” of it? 
againft the kings of Fudab, in facceflive Feigns; 
as Yehoahaz, Feboiakim, Febviachim or fechonias, 
and Zedekiah : againft the princes thereof; who de= 
fired he might be put to death, ch. xxxvili, 4? 
againft the priefts thereof; who all of them dealt 
falfly, and were given to covetoufnefs, ch. viii. 10? 
and againft the people of the land ; who wete griev- 
oufly addicted to idolatry, and all manner of wick- 
ednefs. a RL “7 


¥. 19. And they fhall fight againft. thee, &e. 
tg 


% 
¥ 


~ 


The Targum adds, ‘* that they may hide the 
“‘ of thy prophecy ;” hinder him from prophe- 
fying, ftop his mouth, and even take away his 
life: ut they fall not prevail againft thee; as to 
do either: for I am with thee, faith the Lord, to 
deliver thee; as he did; he hid him when they 
fought for him, and delivered him out of the dun- 
geon and bonds into which he was caft by them ; 
fee the note on y. €. sa 


P. I. 
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plead with them and theirs; and charges them 


‘with fuch idolatry as was not to be found among 


the Gentiles, ¥.9, 10, 11. the heavens are called 


upon to be aftonifhed at it; and the reafon given z 


for it, the ingratitude and folly of this people, 
y.12, 13. in order to reclaim them, the Lord’ by 
the prophet proceeds to obferve to them the cor- 
reCtions and chaftifements they had already en- 
dured, being brought into bondage, their Jand 
wafted, cities burnt, and their clory taken from 
them; all which were owing to their gs and 
backflidings, and by which they might ‘wlige 
an evil and bitter thing fin is in its pt a 
15, 16, 17, 18, ¥9. and again reminds them « 

former favours ; how that he loofed the: 
their yoke and bonds, when they prom 
tranfgrefs no more, and yet did more and 
how he had raifed them Sas a ri i 

lanted them a noble vine, and yet they we 
eden and were guilty of Ack eed 
not to be removed by any thing done by them, 


om1iec 
at 


¥.20, 21,22. and notwithftanding all this, they — 


had the impudence to deny that they were tee, 
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with idolatry, when they had been fo guilty of it 
ithe valley of Hinnom, and elfewhere; and were 
comparable to. the luftful dromedary and wild afs, 
and fo. fond of ftrange gods, that they thirfted 
after them, and were refolved to follow them, 
¥.23, 24,25. and yet the time would come, when 

ranks of men among them would be afhamed 
of their worfhip of ftocks and ftones, and in the 
time of their trouble call upon the Lord to fave 
them, when they would be fent to their gods, 
who were as numerous as their cities, ¥. 26,27, 28. 
wherefore it was in vain to plead their innocence, 
when they were all fo guilty, and had. received 
correction without amendment, and had even flain 
the prophets of the Lord, ¥. 29, 30. and then the 
-Lord;again upbraids them with their ingratitude to 
him, who had been fo good and kind to them ; 
with their forgetfulnefs of him, illuftrated by a 
maid’s not forgetting her ornaments, and a bride 
her attire ; with their artful methods to. entice 
others to idolatry, and with their fhedding of in- 
nocent blood; and yet, after all this, they afférted 
their innocence, and affirmed they had never finned, 
¥. 31, 32, 33, 34, 35. for all which fentence is 
pronounced againit them, and punifhment is threat- 
ned them, y. 36, 37. 


¥.1. Moreover, the word of the Lord came to 
me, faying.| Here begins the book, and ere- 
miak’s firtt fermon; and the following contains 
the meflage he was fent with, to which the pre- 
ceding chapter is only a preface or introduction. 
The Targum calls it, ‘‘ the word of the prophecy 
“* from before the Lord.” 

¥. 2. Go, and cry in the ears of Ferufalem, &c.] 
Of the inhabitants of Ferufalem, the metropolis of 
Judea. ‘The prophet feems now to have been at 
Anathoth, and therefore is bid to go from thence 
to Ferufalem, and there prophefy before the people 
in it, as the Targum paraphrafes it: /aying, thus 
faith the Lord, I remember thee; the Lord never 
forgets his people, tho’ they fometimes think he 
does ; it cannot be; for they are ingraven on the 
palms of his hands, yea, are fet as a feal’ on his 
heart ; nor does he forget his covenant with them, 
nor favours and bleffings promifed them: or, J 
remember for thee; or, to thee”; things in thy fa- 


vour, and which will be to thy advantage: se |: 


kindne/s of thy youth , either the loving-kindnefs of 
the Lord, which he had: fhown unto them; and 
the benefits, as the fruits thereof, which he had 
beftowed upon them in former times, when they 
were brought out of Zgyp, and into the wilder- 
nefs, which was the infancy both of their civil and 
church-itate ; fee Hof. xi. 1. and when they re- 
ceived many favours from the Lord, Fer. xxxi. 2. 
or the kindnefs of the people of J/rael to the Lord, 
which was influenced and drawn forth by his love 
to them; tho’ this can only be underftood of fome 
few of them, fince the greater part tempted him, 
grieved and provoked him : the love of thine efpou- 
fals 5 tor the covenant Ged made with that people 
when he brought them out of Hgypt, was in’ the 
form of a marriage-contract ; he became. their 
hufband, and they became his fpoufe and bride ; 
and. which is an aggravation of their violation of 
it, ‘fer. xxxi. 32. and this love, as before, may 
be underftood either of the love of God to them, 
or of their love to him. The Targum interprets 
‘the former claufe of the divine goodnels to them, 


iri 
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and this of their love to him, paraphrafing the 
whole thus, ‘* I remember unto you the bleffings 
** of ancient days, and the love of your fathers, 
** who believed in my word :” when thou wenteft 
after me; the Lord going before them in a pillar 
of cloud by day, and in a pillar of fire by night; 
even the angel of God’s prefence, who was their 
leader, guide and preferver: in the wildernefs, in a 
land that was not fown; where they pafied thro’ 
many: difficulties, and lived upon the providence 
of God, which, in a wonderful manner, fupported 
them with the neceflaries of life, which otherwife 
they could not have had. The Targum is, ** and 


/“* they walked after my two meffengers, after 


** Mojes and Aaron, in the wildernefs forty years 
** without food, in a Jand that was not fown.” 
The whole of this may be applied to the cafe of 
God’s people at firft converfion, when they are as 
new-born babes, and become young men in Chrift; 
at which time they are openly efpoufed to him, 
having been fecretly betrothed in covenant before ; 
but now, thro’ the efficacy of the Spirit attending 
the word, they are made willing to give up them- 
{elves to the Lord, and are efpoufed to one hufband, 
Chrift, 2 Cor. xi. 2. at which time alfo great kind- 
nefs and love is expreffed both by the Lord to 
them, by quickening them who before were dead ; 
by bringing them out of a moft miferable con- 
dition; by {peaking comfortably to them; by ma- 
nifefting and applying his pardoning grace; and 
by openly taking them into his family : and alfo 
by them to him again; for the grace of love is 
then implanted, which, as it is hearty and fincere, 
is very ardent and fervent; which fhows itfelf by 
parting with, and bearing all for Chrift; and by 
aconcern for his company and prefence ; and by 
a regard to his people, gofpel, ways and worfhip; 
particularly by following him in his ordinances 
with great zeal, fervency and conftancy, even tho” 
attended with many difficulties and difcourage- 
ments ; and tho’ the way may feem to flefh and 
blood very unpleafant and unpromifing ; all which 
is remembered by the Lord when forgotten by 
them ; and when their love is become cold to him, 
he not only remembers them, and his love to 
them, which is always the fame, but alfo their 

love to him, 
¥. 3. Ifrael was holinefs unto the Lord, &c.] 
When firft brought out of Egypt into the wilder- 
nefs, by the Lord’s choice and feparation of them 
to be an holy people to him above all others; by 
covenant with him, and profeffion of him; and 
by his giving them holy laws, and placing a fanc- | 
tuary among them ; and by their high-prieft, who 
reprefented them in the moft holy place; and had 
on the front of his mitre written, boline/s unto the 
Lord: fo the fpiritual J/rael are chofen in Chrift-to 
be holy, and he is made fan¢tification to them ; 
they are fanctified in him, and by his Spirit ; they 
are called with an holy calling, and unto holi- 
nefs ; and under the influence of grace live holy 
lives and converfations, which the grace of God 
teaches, and young converts are remarkable for ; 
their confciences being juft awakened, and their 
hearts tender: and the jirft fruits of bis increafe, 
Jfrael was the firft nation: that God feparated for 
himfelf ; and this being the firft fruits, fhows that 
he would feparate others alfo, and take out of the 
Gentiles a people for his name, which he has fince 
done; and the elect of God among the J/raclites 
were 
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were the firft fruits of his chofen ones elfewhere 5 
it were fome: of them that firft believed in Chrift, 
‘and received the firft fruits of the Spirit; and all 
‘converted ones are a kind of firft fruits of his crea- 


tures; the grace they receive at converfion is the 


firft fruits of an after-increafe of it, and even of 
eternal glory: all that devour him foal offend; or, 
all that eat bim foall be guilty* ; and be condemned 
and punifhed, who eat up the Lord’s people, as 
they eat bread ; fee Pf. liii..4. thefe: fhall: not go 
unpunifhed ; for his people are as the apple of his 
eye, and whoever touches and hurts them, fall 
under the divine difpleafure, and will be looked 
upon as criminals and offenders, and will be judged 
and condemned as fuch. The allufion is to. the 
eating of the firft fruits, which only belonged to 
the priefts; nor might any of the increafe be eaten 
until the firft fruits were brought to them, Lev. 
Xxili. 10, 14,20, This is expreffed in the Chaldee 
paraphrafe of the text, ** whofoever eats of them, 
“* (the firft fruits) is guilty of death; for as the 
“* beginning of the harveft, the fheaf of oblation, 
‘* whoever eats of it before the priefts, the fons 
of Aaron, have offered of it upon the altar, 
fhall’ be guilty er condemned ; {fo all that {poil 
the houfe of J/rael thall be guilty ‘or con- 
demned ;” fo Farchi and Kimchi: evil Jfhall 
come upon them, faith the Lord; that is, the evil 
of punifhment, either in this world, or in that 
which is to come, or in both.. ‘ 

y¥.4. Hear ye the word of the Lord, O houfe of 
Yacob, and all the families of the boufe of -I/rael.] 
The Lord, by the prophet, having obferved his 


«ec 
«ce 
24 


«ce 


ereat kindnefs to this people, what they were unto 


him, and what a regard he had for them, proceeds 
to upbraid them with their ingratitude, and re- 
quires an attention to what he was about to fay ; 
all are called upon, becaufe all were guilty. This 
refpects the two tribes of Fudeb and Benjamin, and 
the feveral families in them. The ten tribes had 
been long carried captive. Exot Seale 
y. 5. Thus faith the Lord, what iniquity have 
your fathers found in me? 8&c.] What injuftice or 
injury has been done them? there is no unrighte- 
oufnefs in God, nor can any be done by him; or 
what unfaithfulnefs, or want of truth and integrity 
in performing promifes had they found in -him ? 
he never fuffers his faithfulnefs to fail, or any of 
the good things he has promifed. So the Targum, 
** what falfhood have your fathers found in my 
‘*< word?” none at all; God is a covenant-keeping 
God: that they are gone far from me; from my 
fear, as the Coaldee paraphrafe ; from the word and 
worthip, and ways of God : and have walked after 
vanity, after idols, the vanities of the Gentiles, 
ch. xiv. 22: and- are become vain? in their imagi- 
nations and in their actions, in their knowledge and 
in their practice, worfhipping idols, as well as 
guilty of many other fins. eee : 
y. 6. Neither [aid they, where is the Lord? &c.} 
They did not afk after him, nor feek his face and 
favour, nor worfhip him, nor took any. notice 
of the bleffings he beftowed’ upon thems that 
brought us up out of the land of Egypt? by means 
“of Mofes the deliverer, with a-mighty hand, and 
ftretched-out arm; for tho’ Mofes was *the inftru- 
ment, God was the efficient caufe of the deliver- 
ance; the favour was ‘his, and “the glory’ of it 
ought to have been given to him: that led us thro’ 
the wilderne/s; of Shur, or of Sin, the deferr of 
pure 


fe]. 41. 8. & Sota, fol. 4€ 


| of pits, thro’ a land of drought, and of th 


all this they were Jed, and w 


| gum paraphrafes it. 


phets, as Ben Melech. 


re9s fuilfe, Junius & Tremellius ; rei peragebantur, Pifcators rei fiunt, Coo Or ed T. 


Arabia, Exod. xv. 22, and xvi. 1. and a ¢ 
and terrible one it was: thro’ a land of defert. : 


of death ; re were f{corpions, fiery 


drought and no water, and fo very, dangerous, as 
well as uncomfortable eravcllinmes page 


and preferved : thro’ a land that Pip ed tb 
and where no man dwelt; there was ne ¢ 


its: nor, ir ¢ i nts on it, fo that there w re 1 do 
to relieve-them ; whence it appears, that all thei 


fupply, ,fupport and prefervation were fi 


‘Lord. The Yews’ interpret this of the firkt a 


Adam, after this manner,‘ all land, concerr 
** which the firft man decreed, that it fhould b 
‘< inhabited, it is inhabited ; and all land, con- 
“¢- cerning which he did not decree it fhould be in- 
“* habited, it is not inhabited ;” and fach they 
fuggeft was this wildernefss fee Deut. viii. 15. 
¥.7. And I brought you into.a plentiful. country, 
&c.] luto the land of Carmel, as in the Hebrew 
text; that is, ‘‘ into the land of Yael, which was 
**¢ planted as Carmel,” as. the Targum pavaphrafes 
it; with wheat, barley, vines, fip-trees, pomegra- 
nates and olives; a land flowing with milk and 
honey, Deut. viii. 8. fo Ben Melech: #0, eat the 
fruit thereof, and the goodne/s thereof ; of vineyards 
and olive-yards, which they had not planted, and 
for which they had never laboured, Fo. xxiv. 13): 
but when ye entred, ye defiled my land ; which the 
Lord had chofen. above all lands, where he would 
have a temple built for his worfhip, and where he 
would caufe his Skekizah or glorious majefty to 
dwell ; but this they defiled by their fins and 
tranfgreffions, and. particularly by: their idolatry, 
as follows : that made mine heritage an abomination’, 
by devoting it to the worfhip of idols, a8 the Jar- 


¥.8, Ihe prichs faid not, wbere is the Lord? 
&c.] Whofe bufinefs it was to draw nigh to God, 
and offer the facrifices of the people, and enquire 
of God for.them,; whofe lips fhould keep know- 
ledge, and at whofe mouth the law fhould be 
fought, they being the meflengers of the Lord of 
Holts, Mal. ii. 7: and they that bandle the law 
knew me not; the Sanhedrin, according to Fock 13 
or the lawyers and fcribes, the rabbins and doétors 
of the law, whofe bufinefs it was to read.and ex- 
plain it; thefe did not underftand it, nor the mind 
of God in it; and much lefs did they know him 
in a fpiritual and evangelical manner; or as he is 
in Chrift, and revealed in the gofpel: she pajtor's 
alfo tranfgrefed againft me; kings, as the Targum, 
Yarchi and Kimchi interpret it, who were paftors or 
thepherds in a civil fenfe; whofe bufinefs it was to 
feed the people as the fhepherd does his floc 
that is, to guide and govern them by whol 
laws, by the laws of God; but inftea 
they rebelled againft the Lord, an 
commands: and: the prophets pro 
in his name; pretending to be in 
idol, and to receive the fpirit of 
him: and walked_after things that» 
the gods of the Gentiles, which coulc 
them with the leaft temporal bleffin 
lefs give them fpiritual and eternal one 
xiv.22. This is to be underftood of fal 


¥.9. Wherefore I will yet plead wit ) 
the Lord, &c.] Either yale. Te 
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them, and reproving them for their ignorance, 
ftupidity, and idolatry; or by deeds, inflicting 
punifhment upon them; fo the Targum, “ there- 
“¢ fore I will take vengeance on you, or punifh 
« you, faith the Lord:” and with your childrens 
children will I plead, who imitate their parents, 
and do the fame evil things as they, which the 
Lord knew they would ; and was particularly true 
of the Yews in the times of Chrift, for which rea- 
fon wrath came upon them to the uttermott. 

¥. 10. For pafs over the ifles of Cittim, and fee, 
&c.] Or, to the ifles of Cittim* ; fo called from 
Kittim the fon of favan, Gen. x. 4. who, as Fo/fe- 
phus fays *, poffefied the ifland of Chethima, now 
called Cyprus ; and from that, all iflands, and moft 
maritime places, are, by the Hebrews, called Cit- 
tim, he obferves : it may regard all the iflands in 
the Aigean and Mediterranean {feas: and fend unio 
Kedar ; which was in Arabia, and lay to the eatt, 
as Cittim to the weft; and fo the Targum para- 
phrafes it, ‘* fend to the provinces of the dra- 
<< bians ?” and confider diligently, and fee if there be 
fuch a thing 5 as what is enquired about in the fol- 
lowing verfe, a change of deities. All this is to 
be underftood of the contemplation of the mind, 
and not of any corporal journey to be taken, to 
enquire into this matter. 

¥. 11. Hath a nation changed their gods, which 
are yet no gods? &¢c.|] Tho’ they are not by nature 
gods which they worfhip, only nominal and fcti- 
tious deities, yet they did not change them for 
others ; but when they once embraced the worfhip 
of them, continued therein ; fo did the Crttim, the 
inhabitants of the ifles, who tho’ they traded to 
diftant countries, from place to place ; and fo the 
Kedarenes, who dwelt in tents, and fed cattel, and 
moved from one defert to another, and from one 
pafture to another, as Farchi obferves; yet they 
carried their gods with them, and did not exchange 
them for ew ones where they came. . The Fewzh 
writers fay >, that the Kedarewes worfhipped water, 
and the Cittim fire; and tho’ they knew that wa- 
ter. would quench fire, yet the latter would not 
change their gods. Kimchi and Abendana relate it 
juft the reverfe, and fay the Kedarenes worfhipped 
fire, and the Cittim water, which is moft likely ; 
and fo it is faid elfewhere*. But my people have 
changed their glory; the trae God, who is glorious 
in himfelf, and whom they fhould have glorified, 
and have counted it their higheft honour and 
glory that they knew him, and were the worfhip- 
pers of him; yet they changed him, their glory, 
into the fimilitude of an ox that eateth grafs, P/ 
cvi. 20. wherefore it is juftly added, for that which 
doth not proft ; meaning Baal, and fuch like idols; 
fee the note on ¥. 8. 

¥. 12. Be aftonifbed, O ye heavens, at this, &c.] 
Meaning either the angels in heaven, or the hea- 
vens themfelves, by a profopopeeia : and be horri- 
bly afraid, be ye very defolate, faith the Lord ;~all 
‘which may be fignified by ftorms and tempefts, by 
thunder and lightning, and by the fun’s withdraw- 
ing its light. This is faid to ageravate the wick- 
ednefs committed, as if the heavens blufhed and 
were afhamed, and were confounded and amazed 
at it; and as if on account of it, the Fews de- 
ferved not the benefit of the heavens, and the 
orbs in them. 
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¥. 13. For my people have committed tivo evils; 
&c.] Not but that they had committed more, but 
there were two principal ones they were guilty of, 
hereafter mentioned ; and it was an aggtavation of 
thefe crimes, that they:were the profefiing people 
of God who had committed them: and it may 
be obferved, that fuch fin; they are not without 
it, nor the commiffion of it; and may be left to 
fall into great fins, and yet remain his people; co- 
venant-intereft cannot be diffolved ; this fhould be 
confidered not as an encouragement to fin, but as 
a relief under a fenfe of fin: they have forfaken 
me, the fountain of living waters this is faid of 
Chrift, Cant. iv. 15. Jer. xvii. 13, 14. grace in 
him is compared to ‘water, it being cooling and 
refrefhing, cleanfing and fructifying ; and to Aving 
water, becaufe it quickens dead finners, revives 
drooping faints, fupports and maintains fpiritual 
life, and iffues in eternal life; and becaufe it is per- 
petual and ever-flowing ; and to a fountain, de 
noting that the original of it is in Chrift, and the 
great abundance of it which is in him; ’tis as wa- 
ter in a fountain, in us as in ftreams : now to for- 
fake this fountain is the firft of thefe evils; which 
is done when the people of God are remifs in the 
exercife of faith on Chrift, grow cold in their af- 
fections to him, and negleé& his word and ordis 
nances. And hewed them out cifterns, broken cifterns, 
that can bold no water ; this is the other evil; and 
fuch are the world, and the-things in it, when 
cleaved unto, and reft and fatisfaction are taken 
in them; the inventions and ordinances of men, 
when followed and attended to; moral duties, and 
evangelical fervices, when depended on ; and even 
fpiritual frames, when thefe are lived upon, and 
put in the room of Chrift; yea, acts of faith, when 
they are refted in, and the object not fo much res 
garded as fhould be: moreover, what may princi- 
pally be intended are, in the firft place, forfaking 
the worfhip of God, as the Zargum interprets it, 
the affembling of themfelves together to attend his 
fervice and ordinances, which is to forfake their 
own mercies; and in the next place, following after 
idols, as the fame Paraphrafe explains it, which 
have no divinity in them, and can yield no help 
and relief, or give any comfort, or afford any fup- 
ply in time of diftrefs and need. It is egregious 
folly to leave a fountain for a ciftern, and efpeci- 
ally a broken one :. in a fountain the water is liy- 
ing, and always running, and ever {pringing up 5 
not fo in a ciftern,, and in a broken ciftern, there’s 
none at all. * 

y. 14. Is Ifrael a fervant ? &¢.] That he doés 
not abide in the houfe, in his own land, but is 
carried captive, becomes fubject to others, and is 
ufed as a flave; fo the Zargum, ‘* as a fervant ;” 
is he not the Lord’s firft-born ? are not the people 
of Ifrael called the children of the living God? 
how come they then to be treated not as children, 
as free men, but as fervants ? this can’t be owing 
to any breach of covenant or promife on God’s 
part, or to the failure of the bleffing of national 
adoption beftowed on them; but to fome fin or 
fins of theirs, which have brought them into this 
miferable condition: is be @ home-born flave? or 
born in the houfe, of the handmaid, and fo in the 
power of the mafter of the family in whofe houfe 
he was born, Exod. xxi. 4. or the fenfe is, either 
Trael 
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 ¥:. 17. Haft thou not procured this. unto; 

&c.] ~All this. apie and deftructi i 
from the Egyptians and the Babylonians sable 
was the caufe of it, their idolatry and forfaking the 
Lord their God, as follows: and fo the 7: ; 
“« is not this vengeance taken upon thee? » that is 
by the Lord, for their fins and tranfgreffion: 
fuffered thefe nations to make them. defolate 
that account: to which agrees the Septuagint 
fion, hath not be done. thefe things unto bhee 
what the Egyptians and Babylonians did, were dene 
by the will of the Lord, who fuffered_ the: 

their correction; and the Arabic verfion rend 
have not I done thefe things unto thee? and they 
viac as a prophecy, as indeed fo is the whole,./ 
fo it fhall be done to thee; as is predicted in the. 
going verfes, and that for, the following. rea : 
in that thou haft forfaken the Lord thy God; asin 
y. 13. fee the note there; that is, as. the Largum 
interprets it, the worfhip of the Lord thy God, his 
fervice, his ftatutes, and his ordinances ; and fol- 
lowed after idols, and the worfhip of them. ; which 
is aggravated by the circumftance of time in which 
this was done: when he led thee bythe w 3, who 
fhewed thee the right way, and thou walkédft nor 


Vrael is a Yervant, or a fon of the family *, as fome 
render the words ; not the former, being not only 
the fon of a free woman, but Jehovah’s firft-born, 
if the latter, why is be fpoiled? why is he delivered 
up to-the fpoilers? as the Targum; why fhould 
he be given up into the hands of the Babylonians, 
and become their prey ? is it ufual for fathers to 
fufter their children, or thofe born in their houfe, 
to be fo ufed ? fome reafon muft be given for it. 

¥. 15. The young lions roared upon bim, and yelled, 
&c.] Or, gave out their voice*, meaning the kings 
of the nations, as the Largum, Farchi, and Kimchi 
' explain it; and are to be underftood of the kings 
of Afyria and Babylon, and particularly of Nebu- 
chadnezzar , fee Fer. 1, 17. compared to lions for 
their ftrength and cruelty; their rearing and yelling 
defign the bringing forth of their armies againft 
Jfrael, the noife of the battel, the found of the 
trumpet, the alarm of war, and the voice of the 
warrior: and they made his land wafte; all this is 
faid as paft, when it-was yet to come, becaufe of 
the certainty of it, and the fure accomplifhment of 
thefe prophecies ; for this refpects the future defo- 
lation of the land of I/rael at the Babyloni/h capti- 
vity: his cities are burnt without inhabitant, not 
only Ferujalem was burnt with fire, Fer. lit. 13. 
but other cities in the land of J/rael, fo that they 
were not inhabited: or, they were defolate or de- 
ftreyed ‘, as the Septuagint verfion, fo that none 
could dwell in them; and- fo the Targum, “ her 
“¢ cities are defolate, without inhabitant.” Kim- 
chi’s father explains the word by ay. added, or 
brought forth herbs or plants; for defolate places 
bring up plants; where there is no inhabitant, 
grafs grows. 

y. 16. Ajo the children of Noph and Tabapanes, 
&c.] Thefe were cities in Egypt. Nopbh is the fame 
with M/opb in Ho/. ix. 6. and which we there rightly 
render Memphis ; as Noph is here by the Targum, 
Septuagint, Vulgate Latin, Syriac, and Arabic ver- 
fions ; and was formerly, as Pliny ® fays, the pa- 
lace of the kings of Egypt. It is the fame that is 
now called Alcairo, or Grand Cairo. According to 
Herodotus *, it was built by Menes, the firft king 
of Egypt ; and who alfo makes mention of a city 
of Egypt, called Momempbis*. Tabapanes is the 
fame with Hanes in J/. xxx. 4. and here, in the 
Arabic verfion, is called Daphnes; and is thought 
by fome to be the fame with Daphne Pelufie, a 
city in Egypt. This Tabapanes was the metropolis 
of Egypt, and the feat of their kings; mention is 
made of Pharaoh’s houfe in it, in Fer. xllii. g. now 
the inhabitants of thefe, called'the children of them, 
and who are put for the people of Egypt in general, 
were the allies of the ‘ews, and in whom they 
trufted for help, when attacked by their enemies, 
If. xxx. 2, 3, 4. and xxxi. 1. and yet even thefe 
have broken the crown of thy bead; which. is inter- 
preted, by the Targum, of flaying their mighty men, 
and fpoiling their goods; perhaps it had its accom- 
plifhment, when Pharaoh Necho king of Egypt 
came out againft the king of Afyria, and Fofiah 
king of Judah went out to meet him, and was | after their idolatrqus practices, or to fend to 
flain by him at Megiddo , and his fon Feboabaz he | for help; for this was the ufual m thod 0 
put in bonds, and carried him to Egypt, and put | Fews, when the Affyrians opprefied them, th en 
his brother upon the throne, and took tribute of | fent to Egypt for help; and when the Hgypta 
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gold and filver of him, 2 Kings xxiii: 29g—35. were upon them, then they applied to the Alf f 1 


have gone, the way of their duty, and his com- 
mandments ; and which would have been _pleafant 
and profitable to them, and fecured them-from ruin 
and deftruction. wt iis 
y. 18. And now what haft thou to do in the way 
of Egypt, &c.] By worfhipping of idols, in imi- 
tation of them ; or by fending embaffadors thither. 
for help, when they had their Lord, their God, 
fo nigh, had they not forfaken him; nor had Fo- 
fiah any bufinefs to go out againft Pharaoh Necho, 
2 Chron. xxxv. 21. and contrary to; the 
word of God by the prophet Yeremy, did the Fews 
which remained in Fudea go into Egypt, Fer. xlit. 
rg. and xliii. 1—7. . To drink the waters of Sihor; 
which is the river Nile, as Yarchi interprets it, 
The Septuagint and Arabic verfions render it, the 
waters of Geon, or Gibon ; and this alfo is the fame 
with the Nile, as Yofepbus * affirms, who fays, 
“© Geon, which runs thro’ Egypi, is the fame which 
“¢ the Greeks call Nile.” So Ferom' from Eufebius, 
“© Geon is a river, which with the Egyptians is 


it, zroubled water; and fuch were the waters of the 
Nile, which had its name of Shor from the blacknefs. 
of it ; and hence, by the Greeks ™, was called - 
las; and by the Latines ", Melo. Hence, as Brau= 
nius ° obferves, it was reprefented by a black ftone, 
as other rivers by a white one; for whi _reafon 
the black colour was very grateful to the 
tians; and for the fame reafon Off , 
the very Nile itfelf, was reckoned black; ar 
ox Apis they worfhipped was a black one, 
part of it, and was covered with, blacl > 
cloth ; and its priefts-were alfo clot’ 
hence called Chemarim, Hof. x. 5.” 
what haft thou to do in the way of Afprias 
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in it, as the Targum; the way in which they thould — 


“* called Nile.” The Vulgate Latin verfGion renders. 
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“and in-both cafes aed wrong, for they ought to 
“have fought the Lord their God only: to drink the 
The 
“Yenfe is, that they preferred the waters of the Vile 

and of Euphrates, or the gods of the Egyptians and 


“* Afprians, or the help. of thefe people, before the 


‘Lord, the fountain of living waters, and his wor- 
fhip and powerful help. . The Targum paraphrafes 
this laft claufe thus, ‘* why do ye make covenant 
s¢ with the _Affrian, to carry you captive beyond 
* the rivet Eapbrates >? 

¥. 19. Lhime own wickednefs fall corvett thee, 

&c.] That. is, either their wickednefs in going to 
Egypt and Afyria, andthe ill fuccefs they had in 
fo doing might be an inftruction to them to act 
otherwife, and a correction of their fin and folly ; 
or that their wickednefs was a reafon, and a very 
juft one, why they were chaftened and corrected of 
the’ Lord: and. thy backflidings fball reprove thee; 
or be the caufe why they-were reproved of God ; 
or their ill fuccefs in turning their backs on him, 
and going to the creature for help, was a fevere 
rebuke of their fin and madnefs. The Targum is, 
«¢ | have brought afflictions upon thee,. and thou 
« haft not refrained from thy wickednefs; and be- 
“ caufe thou art not turned to the law, vengeance 
«< is taken on thee.” Kyow therefore and fee, that 
it is an evil thing and bitter; or obferve and take 
notice what evil and bitter things fin, particularly 
the forfaking of the Lord and his worfhip, brings 
upon perfons ; for not fin itfelf is meant, though 
that is exceeding finful, and is a root of bitterneds, 
however fweet it may be to the tafte of a finner, 
and produces bitter effects ; but the punifhment of 
fin is meant, or corrections and reproofs for it ; 
which are evil things, as calamities, and captivity, 
and the like; and which are very ungrateful and 
difagreeable to flefh and blood; and yet men, go- 
ing on in a courfe of fin, and forfaking the Lord, 
as it follows, are the caufe of thefe things: shat 
thou hajt forfaken the Lord thy God; {ee the note on 
y¥. 13. this is the fource of all the evil and bitter- 
nefs experienced by them:: aud that my fear is not 
in thee, faith the Lord God of hofts, this was the 
reafon of their forfaking the Lord, his ways and 
worfhip, becaufe they had no reverence of him ; 
his fear was not before their eyes, nor on their 
hearts ; and both were the caufe of evil coming 
upon them; fo the Targum paraphrafes the words, 
*“ and know and fee, for I have brought evil and 
“* bitternefs upon thee, O Ferufalem, becaufe thou 

* haft forfaken the worfhip of the Lord thy God, 

*~and haft not put my fear before thine eyes, faith 
the Lord, the God of hofts.” 

y. 20. For of old time I have broken thy yoke, and 
burft thy bands, &c.] The yoke of the people, as 
the Targum exprefies it, that was upon their necks, 
and the bands in which they were bound by them; 
referring to the deliverance of them of old from 
Egyptian bondage by the hands of Mojfes, and out 
of their feveral captivities among their neighbours 
by the means of the judges, and in their time; 

tho’ the Vulgate Latin verfion renders it, of old thou 
bajt broken my yoke, and burft my bands; or thy yoke, 
and thy bands, as the Septuagint and. Arabic ver- 

fions ; the yoke of the law that the Lord put upon 
them, and the bands of ftatutes and ordinances 
which he enjoined them ; but the former fenfe is 
belt: and 
& : iS 3¢ : 
P De Arcano Kethib & Keri, p. 27, 28. q 
Cocceius; atqui, Calvin, Gataker; quamvis, Pifcator. 
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thou faidft, I will not tranfgrefs ; here is! 


Ib. p. 


“ 
B83 
a double reading; the Cetid or writing is; 7498 
I will not ferve, which is followed by the Vulgate 
Latin, which fo renders it; and by the Septuagint 
verfion; I will not ferve thee; and which is the 
fenfe of the Arabic verfion, I will not fubjee my- 
Jelf, that is, to the law and will of God; and fo 
the Syriac verfion, tho’ to a quite different fenfe, 
I will ferve no other god any more ; which agrees 
with the Keri or reading, which is, jays J will 
not tranfgre/s, and this is ‘confirméd by the Tar» 
gum, which paraphrafes the words thus, “ and ye 
** faid, we will not add any more to tranferefS thy 
“* word ;” and by Farchi and Kimchi, who inter- 
pret it of tranfgrefling the words and commands 
of God; both have one and the fame fenfe: Fot 
whether it be'read, I wel] not ferve, the meaning 
is, as Kimchi obferves, I will not ferve idols; or 
no other god, as the Syriac verfion: or whether, Z 
will not tranfgrefs, that is; the command of the 
Lord, by ferving other gods. Hilleruis » reconciles 
the writing and reading after this manner, render- 
ing AYN m> J will not ferve, and MIAVR Wd 
L will not pafs, to fervitude ; though, in another 
place 3, I will not pafs over; that is, the rivers of 
Tigris and Euphrates with the captives; and refers 
to Mic. i. 11. Jf xlvii. 2, but doubtlefS reference 
is had to the promife of obedience and {ervice, 
which the Z/raelites made at mount Sinai quickly 
after their deliverance out of Egypt, Exod. xix. 8: 
and xxiv. 7. but this promife they did not keep : 
when, or for; or but, or although", upon every hizh 
hill, and under every green tree thou wandereft, play- 
ing the harlot; that is, committing fpiritual whore- 
dom or idolatry with idols, fet on high hills and 
mountains, and under green trees, groves, and 
fhady places ; going from one idol to another, as 
harlots go from one ftew to another; or as whore- 
mongers go from harlot to harlot. 

y¥. 21. Yet I bad planted thee a noble vine, wholly 
a right feed, &c.] It is ufual to compare the peo- 
ple of the Fews to a vineyard, and to vines; and 
their fettlement -in the land of Candan, to the 
planting of vines in a vineyard ; fee J/, v. 1—7: 
Exod, xv. 17. Pf. Ixxx. 8—15. Kimchi fays this 
is fpoken concerning brabam ; no doubt refpeét 
is had to the Fewish fathers, fuch as Abraham, 
Tfaac, and Facob, the twelve patriarchs, Mo/es, 
Fofoua and Caleb, and the like; who having the 
true and right feed of grace in them, became like 
choice and noble vines, and brought forth much 
fruit, and were deferving of imitation by their po- 
fterity : how then art thou turned into the degenerate 
plant of a ftrange vine unto me? like a vine that 
grows in the woods, and brings forth wild grapes; 
fo thefe, their fons, degenerating in practice from 
their fathers, became corrupt in themfelves, and 
unprofitable to God. The Targum of the whole 
is, ‘* I fet you before me as the plant of a choice 
** vine, all of you doing truth ; but how are you 
“* changed before me in your corrupt works? ye 
“< have declined from my worfhip, ye are become 
‘¢ as a vine in which there is no profit.” 4 

y. 22. For tho’ thou wajfh thee with nitre, &c.] 
The word 473 xitre, is only ufed in this place and 
in Prov. xxv. 20. and it is hard to fay what it isi’ 
Kimchi and Ben Melech obferve, that fome fay it is 
what is called a/lum; and others, that it is a duft 
with which they wafh the head, and cleanfe every 
thing; and fo Yarchi fays, it is a kind of rae 

, ufe 


89, 90. * 1) nam, Vatablus, Pagninus, Montanus, 
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ufed in cleaning garments; and nitre is mentioned 
by the Mifnic doétors *, among thofe things which 
are ufed for the wafhing of garments, and taking 
{pots out of them; tho’ about what itis, they are 
not agreed ; and it feems the nitre of the ancients 
is unknown to us‘; and falt petre is put in the 
room of it; and fome render the word here fait 
petre; and Pliny“ obferves, that nitre does not 
much differ from falt, and afcribes to it a virtue 
of eating out filth, and removing it; fo Arifotle 
reports “, of the lake Afcania, that its water is of 
fuch a nitrous quality, that garments being put 
into it, need no other wafhing. Nitre has its name 
from “m3 Zo Joofe, becaufe it loofes the filth, and 
cleanfes from it: aud take thee much fope. The 
Septuagint render it, herb; and the Vulgate Latin 
verfion, the herb borith ; whichis the Hebrew word 
here ufed ; and about the fenfe of which there is 
fome difficulty. Kimchi and Ben Melech fay, fome 
take it to be the fame with what is called /ope; fo 
Yarchi ; and others, that it is an herb with which 
they wath, the fame that is called fullers herb ; 
but whether it is fope, or fullers herb, or fullers 
earth, as others ; ’tis certain *tis fomething fullers 
ufed in cleaning garments, as appears from Mal. 
iii. 2. where the fame word is ufed, and_fullers 
made mention of as ufing what is fignified by it. 
It has its name from (72, which fignifies to 
cleanfe and purify. The fenfe is, let this backfliding 
and degenerate people take what methods they 
will to cleanfe themfelves from their fins, as by 
their ceremonial ablutions and facrifices, which was 
the ufual method they had recourfe to, to purify 
themfelves, and in which they refted: yet thine 
iniquity is marked before me, faith the Lord God ; 
or, will retain its foots *; thefe remain ; the filth 
is not wafhed away ; the iniquity is not hid and 
covered ; it appears very plain and manifeft ; yea, 
foines like gold; or, is gilded’ ; as the word ufed 
fignifies. It is of too deep a dye to be removed 
by fuch external things ; nothing but the blood of 
Chrift can cleanfe from fin, take away its filth, 
remove its guilt, and cover it out of the fight of 
God, fo that it can be feen no more. The Tar- 
gum is, “ for if you think to be cleanfed from 
“* your fins, as they cleanfe with nitre, or make 
*¢ white with Jorith, or fope ; lo, as the mark of 
¢¢ ‘a {pot which is not clean, fo are your fins mul- 
“* tiplied before me, faith the Lord God.” 

¥. 23. How canft thou fay, I am not polluted, 
&c.] No man can fay this; for all are defiled 
with fin; but this was the caft and complexion of 
thefe people in all ages; they were a generation of 
men that were pure in their own eyes, but were 
not cleanfed from their filthinefs ; they fancied that 
their ceremonial wafhings and facrifices cleanfed 
them from moral impurities, when thofe only fanc- 
tified to the purifying of the flefh; ftill their ini- 
quity remained marked before the Lord; they 
acted the part of the adulterous woman in Prov. 
Xxx. 20. to whom they are compared in the con- 
text; and, therefore, as wondering at their impu- 
dence, they having a whore’s forehead, this que- 
ftion is put, how and with what face they could 
affirm this, and what follows: J Lave uot gone after 


* Mifn. Sabbat, c.g. §.5- & Nidda, c.9. §.6. & Maimon. 

* Schroder. Pharmacopeia, 1. 3. c. 23. p. 140. 
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and who rightly obferves, that whatever is gilded, or covered wit 
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wah 
Baalim? or, the Baalim; the idols of the people, 
as the Targum interprets it; for there were 
Baals, as Baal-zephon, Baal-peor, Baal-zebub, and 
others: /ee thy way in the valley ; where idols were 
fet up and worfhipped ; or thro’ which the way lay, 
as Kimchi obferves, to the hills and mountains 
where idolatry was frequently committed ; perhaps 
no particular valley is meant, but any in which 
idols were worfhipped, or which they Laan 
to the worfhipping of them ; tho’ the Targum in- 
terprets it of the valley in which they dwelt, over- 
againit Baal-peor, fo. Farchi and Abarbinel, w 
they worfhipped that idol; and feems to defign 
the valley of Shittim, Numb. xxv. 1, 2. but rather, 
if any particular valley is intended, the valley of 
Hinnom seems to bid fair for it; and to this it may 
be the Septuagint verfion has refpect, rendering it, 
ev 7a worvardew, in the fepulebre of the muitiudes 
multitudes being burnt and buried here: know 
what thou baft done; in the. valley, efpecially in 
the valley of Hinnom, where they caufed their chil- 
dren to pafs thro’ the fire to A@oloch: thou art 2 


| {wift dromedary. ‘The Targum, Farchi and Kimchi 


interpret it, a young camel; and fo the word in 
the dradic language fignifies; and the epithet /wift 
better agrees with that, than with the dromedary. 
Curtius * makes mention of dromedary-camels of 
great fwiftnefs; but it may be this is to be 
underftood, not of its fwiftnefs in running, but of 
its impetuous Juft, as Calvin obferves; and, in- 
deed, each of thefe creatures are very libidinous ; 
and therefore thefe people are compared to them 5 
it follows: traverfing ber ways; ranning about 
here and there after the male, burning with luit, 
fometimes one way, and fometimes another; and 
fo thefe people fometimes run after one idol, and 
fometimes another, and followed a multitude of 
them. The Targum renders it, which corrupts, or 
depraves her ways. De Dieu obferves, that the 
word "|9¥, in the Erbiopic language, fignifies ibe 
evening ; and {fo may intend walking in the even- 
ing, in the dark, rather than in the light; which, 
as it is the way of dromedaries, and almoft of all 
beafts, fo of harlots, to whom thefe people are 
likened ; and he further obferves, that, in the 
Arabic language, it fignifies to make common, which 
agrees with adulterous perfons, as thefe were in a 
{piritual fenfe. The word is only ufed in this place,. 
and is deduced from, or has fome relation to, the 
word ")"¥, which fignifies a /hoe-latchet, Gen. xiv. 
23. as Farchi and Kimchi obferve; and may de- 
note, as the fhoe is bound and faftened with 
the latchet, the binding of her ways to her heart, 
as the former fuggefts, the ftrengthening and con~ 
firming of her in her evil ways, and her conftant 
perfifting therein; but the firft fenfe of ruaning 
here and there thro’ luft is beft; and is approved 
by Byneus*, and by Buxtorf ». (9 
¥.24. wild afs ufed to the wildernefs, 8c.) ° 
That is, one that has been brought up in the wil- 
dernefs, and has been accuftomed to live, and run, 
and range about there; as men in general are 
compared to this creature for its ignorance, ftu- 
pidity, folly, ftubbernnefs and unteachab 


Fob xi. 12. fo the Fewih people are Haat - 
3 at eat ase . 


beers aie 
y CMD) nitet, vel fplenae, 
llius ; fo Guffetius tenders the word, inaurari, fe, eo 
h gold, the more it is wafhed with nitre, or fope, the brigt 
away fin, but feeking for juftification by the grace of Gog 
21.5. ¢. 2 * De calceis He 


& Bartenora in ib, & in Mifn, Celim, c. 10. §. 1. 
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like unto it, for-its wantonnefs and luft:. that 
fuuffeth up the wind at her pleafure , draws it in at 
hernoftrils, and fnuffs ‘it up ; or opens her mouth, 
and takes it in with her breath; drinks it in, and 
fwallows it up at her pleafure: or, with the defire 
of ber foul*, it being grateful and delightful to 
her. Some read this claufe in connexion with 
PIMINNM, rendered i her occafion , and differently 
tranflate it. The Targum takes it to have the fig- 
nification of [593 dragons, or whales; and ren- 
ders it, ** drinking the wind as a dragon ;” and 
fo Farchi, who compares it with Fer. xiv. 6: they 
faujfed up the wind like dragous ; and fo the Syriac 
verfion, thou haft drawn up the wind like a wild 
dog; others render it, gathering the wind of her oc- 
cafion; or, of her meeting *; taking it in, and 
fnuffing it up, as fhe occafionally met with it in 
running. The Vulgate Latin verfion is, fhe drew 
the wind of ber love; it is reported of the wild 
afs, that it can fmell its mate afar off, and by the 
wind it fnuffs, knows where it is; for which pur. 
pofe it runs up the hills and mountains to get 
the fcent, which, when it has, its luft is fo violent 
that there issno ftopping of it till it comes to the 
place where its mate is: wherefore it follows, in 
her occafion who can turn ber away 2? when this vio- 
lent fit is upon her, there’s no turning her away 
from purfuing the enjoyment of it; which is ex- 
preffive of the eager defire of the ews after the 
worlhipping of-idols, how bent upon it, and not 
to be reclaimed from it : all they that feek her, will 
not weary themfelves,; knowing that they cannot 
overtake her, or ftop her in her career, or hinder 
her gratification of her luft, . This may be under- 
ftood either of thofe who fought to commit {piri- 
tual adultery or idolatry with the Zews, they need 
not weary themfelves, being eafy to be found by 
them; or of the prophets that fought to‘reclaim 
them, who perceiving how ftubborn, and untrac- 
table, and irreclaimable they were, would ‘not 
weary themfelves with their admonitions and re- 
proofs, fecing they were in vain: in her month they 
foall find her not that this creature fleeps one 
whole month ina year, as Farchi dreams, when it 
may be eafily taken; but the’ fenfe is, that when 
it is with young, and in the laft month, and fo is 
heavy with its burden, it may eafily be:found and. 
- taken; fo when the people of J/rael fhould have’ 
filled up the meafure of their iniquity, and the 
judgment of God was fallen, and lay heavy upon: 
them; then'thofe that fought to return them’ from 
their “evil--ways, might find them, and hope to 
fucceed*in reclaiming them, and bringing them 
to repentance; agreeably the Septuagini render it, 
in her ‘humiliation; when chaftized and humbled 
by the Lord for her fins. ‘This is not to be un- 
derftood of the month of 4, in which Ferufalem 
was deftroyed, both by Nebuchadnezzar and Titus; | 
in which month the Yews are fure to be found’ con- 
feffing their fins, and humbling themfelves; as 
Kimchi, Abarbinel and Ben Melech interpret’ it 3 nor 
of the new moon, as others; at évery one of 
which, thofe who fought:to join with them in ido- 
Jatrous practices, might be fure to find them at 
them. | ere b. ig : : b pit 
3h. 25. Withbold thy foot from being unfbod, &c.] 
Phat it may not be unfhod, be naked and- bare. 
The fenfe is, either, as fome, don’t take long 


journies ‘into foreigh countries for help, as “into 
Afyria'and: Egypt, whither they ufed to go. bare- 
foot ; or wore out their thoes by their long jour- 
nies, and fo returned without ;. or refrain from ido- 
latry,. as Farchi interprets it, that thou mayft not 
go naked into captivity or this is an eupbemifm, 
as others think, forbidding adulterous actions, 
fhewing the naked foot, the’ putting off of the 
fhoes, in order to lie upon thé bed, and proftitute 
herfelf to her lovers; and is to be underftood of 
idolatry: aid thy throat from thirft, after wine, 
which excites luft; abftain from eager and burn- 
ing luft after adulterous, that is, idolatrous prac- 
tices ; fo the Targum, “ refrain thy feet from being 
‘¢ joined with the people, and thy mouth from 
** worfhippinge the idols ‘of the people.” The 
words are paraphrafed in the Ja/mud * thus, ‘¢ with- 
‘* hold thyfelf from finning, that thy foot ‘may 
“* not ‘become naked; (the G/ojs is, when thou 
‘¢ goeft into captivity) refrain thy tongue from idle 
‘¢ words, that thy throat may not thirft:” this was 
faid by the Lord, or by the prophets of the Lord 
fent unto them, to which the following is an an- 
fwer: but thou faidft, there is no hope; of ever 
being prevailed upon to relinquifh thofe idolatrous 
practices, or of being: received into the favour of 
God after fuch provocations: zo; [ll never refrain 
from them; I’ll not be perfuaded to leave them: 
for I have loved firangers; the ftrange gods of the 
nations: and after them will I go; and worfhip 
them; fo the Targum, “ I love to be joined to~ 
** the people, and after the worfhip of their idols 
*¢ will I go.” 

¥.26. As the thief is afbamed, when he is found, 
&c.] © Taken in the faét, or convicted of it; that 
is, as the Targum explains it, one that has been 
accounted faithful, and is found a thief; for other- 
wife, thofe who have loft their charaéter, and are 
notorious for their thefts and robberies, are not » 
afhamed when they are found out, taken and con- 
victed': fo is the houfe of Ifrael afbamed; of their 
idolatry, or ought to be; or /hall be, as.the Sep- 
tuagint, Syriac and Arabic verfions render it; the” 
not now, yet hereafter, fooner or later : they, their 
kings, their princes,’ aid their priefts, and their. pro- 
phets; all being guilty’; kings fetting il exam- 
ples, and’ the people’ following them; ‘the priefts 
being pricfts of Baal, and the ‘prophets, falfe 
ones. ° i 

¥. 24. Saying to a frock, 8c.) Toa tree’; to 
a piece of wood ; that is, to an image made of it’; 
fo the Tareum, “’ they fay to an image of wood';” 
what follows : tho" art ‘my’ father, afcribing’ that 
to the’ idol which béléngs to God, ‘who was ‘their 
Father ‘that’ ihade them, and upheld them, was the 
author of their beings) and ‘the God of their mer- 
cies.: and-to’ a stone’ an image of ftone: thou baft 
brought meforth ; intobeing; affirming? it to be 
his -férmer and maker$ fo! the Targum, “ to that 
coowhich is made of ftone, thou haft created me: 
for they have’ turned’ their back unto me, and not 
their face they turned their faces to images of 
wood ahd ftone, and worfhipped' them ; and they 
turned their backs upon the Lord, his worfhip and 
ordinances, and’ apoftatized froin him ; which the 
Targum thus exptefiés, “ for they turned their 
‘¢ backs on my’ worfhip, and, did not put my fear 
“© before their faces :” but in the time of their trou- 
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ble, when any calamity befals them, as famine, 
peftilence, fword, captivity, and the like: they will 
Joy arife, and fave us not that they will fay fo 
to their idols, but they will fay fo to the true God; 
for notwith{tanding they worfhipped idols in time 
of profperity, forgetting God their Saviour; yet 
in adyerfity they are brought to their fenfes, and 
find that none but God can fave them, and there- 
fore apply to him; to which agrees the Targum, 
“<< and in the time that evil comes upon them, they 
«« deny their idols, and confefs before me, and 
‘* fay, have mercy on us, and fave us.” 

y¥.28. But where are thy gods that thou haft made 
thee? &c.] This is, or would be, the Lord’s 
anfwer to them, what’s become of your gods ? why 
don’t you apply to them for help in time of trou- 
ble ? the gods that you have chofen for yourfelves 
and worfhipped; the gods, not that made you, 
but whom you yourfelves have made: Jet them 
arife,, if they can fave thee in the time of thy trouble; 
call.upon them to arife, thofe ftatues of wood and 
ftone, thofe litelefs and fenfelefs images; let them 
rife off their feats, and move out of their places, 
if they can, and fee whether they can fave in a 
time of trouble and diftrefs ; for there’s enow of 
them, if numbers will do: for according to the 
number of thy cities are thy gods, O Fudab; in imi- 
tation of the heathens, who had not only in every 
country, but in every city and town a different 
god, the patron and tutelar deity of the place; fee 
2 Kings xvii. 29, 30, 31. ‘The Septuagint and Ara- 
bic verfions add, acccording to the number of the 
ways, or frreets, of Ferufalem, they facrificed to Baal; 
fee Fer. xi. 13. 

¥.29. Wherefore will ye plead with me? &c.] 
Strive and contend, chide, murmur and complain, 
when evil came upon them, as if the Lord dealt 
hardly with them, and as if they had never finned 
againit him; when their cafe would not bear to 
be brought into judgment and examined openly ; 
what would they get by that but fhame and dif- 
grace ? ye all have tranfgreffed againft me, faith the 
word; high and low, rich and poor, great and 
{mall ; men of all ranks, degrees and characters ; 
kings, priefts and prophets; and therefore ought 
not to contend with God, and charge him with 
injuftice or unkindnefs, but themfelves with folly 
and wickednefs. 

¥. 30. Jn vain have 1 fimitten your children, 8c.] 
Or, for vanity * 5 for vain fpeaking, for making 
vain oaths and vows; fo it is explained in the 
Talmud»; but the fenfe is, that the rod of chaftife- 
ment.was ufed in vain; the afflictions that came 
upon them had no effect on them to amend and 
reform them; they were never the better for them: 
they received no correction ; or inftruction by them ; 
fee Fer. v. 3: your own fword hath devoured your 
prophets; as Ifaiah, Zechariah, and Uriah; who 
were fent to them to.reprove and correct. them, 
but they were fo far from receiving their correc- 
tion, that they put them to death; tho’..Kimchi 
mentions it as the fenfe of his father, and which 
he approves of, that this is to be underftood, not 
of the true prophets of the Lord, but of falfe pro- 
phets ; wherefore it is faid, your prophets; and they 
had no prophets but falfe prophets, whofe pro- 
phecy was the caufe of the deftruction of fouls, 


and this brought ruin upon the prophets themy 
felves ; and this fenfe of the words Ferom gives 
into; it follows: /ike a deftroying lion, that is, the. 
fword of the Lord, according to the latter fenfes . 
the judgments of God, by which the people fallys.\. 
and their falfe prophets with them, were like a 
lion that deftroys and devours all that come near 
it. The Septuagint and Arabic verfions add, and 
ye were not afraid, which confirms what was be- 
fore faid, that chaftifement and correction were in 
vain. ' 

y. 31. O generation, fee ye the word of the Lord, 
&c.] Take notice of it, confider it ; or, ear it, 
as the Septuagint, Syriac and Arabic verfions. Farchi 
and Kimchi think ', the pot of manna was brought. 
out, and fhown them, to be looked at by them,, . 
for the conviction of them, and confirmation of. 
what follows: have I been a wildernefs unto. Ifrael 2. 
no: the J/raelites were plentifully fupplied by him. 
when in the wildernefs, and fince they were brought 
into a land flowing with milk and honey; fo that 
they ftood in need of nothing; they had a con- 
{tant fupply of all good things: or a land of dark- 
nefs? of mifery, diftrefs and poverty where no 
light of joy, comfort and profperity is; a land 
that never fees the light, or enjoys the benefit of 
the fun, and fo is barren and unfruitful; @ lend 
of thorns, as the Septuagint verfion; or, @ défert, 
and uncultivated land, as the Targum, and Syriac, 
and Arabic verfions. It may be rendered, @ land 
of the darkne/s of God“; that is, of the greateft 
darknefs, of thick and grofs darknefs, alluding to 
that in Egypt; as the flame of God, and mountains 
of God, Cant. viii. 6. P/. xxxvi. 6, as Ben Melech 
and Kimchi oblerve: wherefore fay my people, we 
are lords; and can reign without thee ; or we have 
kings and princes, and have no need of thee, fo 
Kimchi; but the word ufed feems to have another 
meaning, and to require another fenfe. The Yar- 
gum is, we are removed; and the Vulgate Latin 
verfion, we have gone back; to which agrees the 
Fewifh Midrafh ', mentioned by Farchi, and con- 
firmed with a paffage out of the Mifna ™, we\ are 
Jeparated from thee; we have departed from thee, 
turned our backs on thee, have forfaken thee, and ~ 
left thy ways and worfhip ; and to do fo was very 
ungrateful, when the Lord had fo richly, fupplied 
them, that they had not lacked any good thing ; 
and this fenfe agrees with what follows : we will 
come no more unto thee? fome render it, we have 
determined"; as having the fame fenfe with the 
Arabic word, which fignifies to vwi// or determine any 
thing ; and then the meaning is, we are deter- 
mined, we are refolved to come no more to thee, 
to attend thy worfhip and fervice any more; and 
fo the Targum, ‘* we will not return any more to, 
** thy worfhip.” » hogan ity 

¥.32. Can a maid forget her ornaments, &c.} 
Which fhe has provided for her wedding-day, and 
is then to wear, and which may be the next; fuch 
as ear-rings, bracelets and jewels, which are never 
out of her mind, and can fcarce fleep for thinking 
of them, how richly fhe fhall be adorned with 
them; wherefore it follows: or a bride her attire é. 
or, her bindings e; her knots about her head or 
breaft. The word is rendered head-bands in If. ii, 
20. and here, by the Septuagint verfion, er 
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macher , fet with fparkling precious ftones ; fee J/ 
Ixi. 10. thefe things her heart being fet upon, and 
priding herfelf with, can’t be forgotten .by her, 
at leaft, not long: yet my people have forgotten me 
days without number ; which fhows great ftupidity 
and ingratitude ; the Lord not being fo much to 
them, from whom they had received fo many fa- 
vours, as the ornaments of a maid, and the attire 
of a bride, are to them. 

¥. 33. Why trimmeft thou thy way to feek love ? 
&c.] To feek the love, and gain the affections 
and efteem of the idolatrous nations, as a lafci- 
vious woman dreffes herfelf out in the beft manner 
to excite the luft, and move the affections of her 
lovers ; and, as Fezabel, who painted her face, 
and tired her head, 2 Kings ix. 30. or drefléd it in 
the beft manner, where the fame word is ufed as 
here ; fo the Targum, ‘* why doft thou make thy 
‘* way beautiful, to procure loves (or lovers) to 
** be joined to the people ;” or, the fenfe is, why 
art thou fo diligent and induftrious to make thy 
way, which is exceeding bad, look a good one, 
by facrifices and ceremonies, oblations and ablu- 
tions, in order to feek and obtain my love and 
favour, which is all in vain? it is not to be gained 
by fuch methods: therefore haft thou alfo taught 
the wicked ones thy ways, the wicked idolatrous na- 
tions, to whom they joined themfelves; thefe they 
taught their ways of facrificing, their rites, cere- 
monies and fuperftitions ; or, as ‘farchi interprets 
it, thou haft taught thyfelf the worft way among 
them all; that is, thou ‘haft ufed thyfetf to it: 
there’s a double reading in this claufe. The Ce7zd, 
or writing is, mmnp> I have taught; as if they 
were the words of God, faying, wherefore I have 
taught ; or, will teach ;, that is, by punifhing thee; 
that thy ways are evil; or, as Kimchi explains it, 
-** T have taught thee by thy ways that they are 
*¢ evil, and evil fhall come unto thee becaufe of 
** them.” The Keri, or reading is, nip thou 
baft taught, which is confirmed by the Targum’, 
and is tollowed by the Septuagint, Vulgate Latin, 
and other verfions. It is by fome rendered, /eeing 
thou haft taught others thy evil ways ® ; not content 
to fin themfelves, but taught others to do fo, and 
yet would be thought good. 

¥. 34. i/o in thy fkirts is found the blood of the 
fouls of the poor innocents, &cc.| Either of the in- 
nocent infants of poor perfons, who were facri- 
ficed to Moloch ; or of the poor prophets of. the 
Lord, whom they flew, becaufe they faithfully re- 
proved them for their fins ; and the blood of thofe 
being found in their {kirts, is expreflive of the pub- 
licknefs and notoriety of their fin; and alio of 
the large quantity of blood fhed, inafmuch as the 
{kirts of their garments were filled with it, as if 
they had trod and walked in blood; fee J/- lxiii. 3°: 
I have not found it by fecret fearch , or, by dig- 
ging 4, there was no need to dig for it; it. lay 
above ground ; it was upon their fkirts, public 
enough: or, i# ditches, as the Septuagint and Vul- 
gate Latin* verfions; as when murders are pri- 
yately and fecretly committed; but thefe were done | him, and ftrengthened and helped him not, 2 Chron. 
openly. Some read the words, thou did/t not find | xxviii. 16—21. - ue 
them with a digging inftrument*; fo Farchi inter-|  y¥. 37. Yea, thou fali go forth from him, &c.] 
_ prets the words, ‘* you did not find them with a} From the Egyptian, without any help, and with 
“ digging inftrument, or in digging, when you | fhame; or, from this", that-is, from this place, 


** flew them ;” you did not find theth prepared as 
thieves to break up your houfes, or digeing down 
your walls, and breaking thro’ into your houfes, 
then you would have been juftified by the law in 
flaying them, Exod. xxii. 2. but this was not the 
cale: but upon all thefe ; wpon all their fkirts, and 
not in ditches, or under ground: or; for all thefe 
thou haft fo done; not for their fins, for theft, 
or any other ; but for their faithful reproofs and 
rebukes ; fo ‘Yerchi, for all thefe words with which 
they reproved thee; or for all thefe, the idols on 
whofe account, in the worfhip of them, the blood 
of the innocents was fhed. 

¥. 35. Yet thou fayeft, becaufe I am innocent, &c.] 
Or, that I am innocent; tho’ guilty of fuch fla- 
grant and notorious crimes, acting like the adul- 
terous woman, Prov. xxx. 20. to whom the Fews 
are all along compared in this chapter ; which 
fhows the hardnefs of their hearts, and their im- 
pudence in finning: /urely bis anger fhall turn from 
me; the anger of God, fince innocent; or, Jet his 
anger be turned from me, as the Septuagint and 
Arabic verfions; pleading for the removing of 
judgments upon the foot of innocency, which is 
pretended : debold, I will plead with thee; enter 
into judgment with thee, and examine the cafe 
clofely and thoroughly : decau/e thou fayeft, I have 
not finned ; it would have been much better to have 
acknowledged fin, and pleaded for mercy, than 
to infift upon innocence, when the proof was fo 
evident ; nothing can be got by entring into judg- 
ment with God, upon fuch a foundation; and to 
fin, and deny it, is an aggravation of it: the de- 
nial of fin is a double fin, as the wife man fays, 
whom Kimchi cites. . 

¥. 36. Why gaddeft thou about fo much to change 
thy way ? &c.| Or, by changing thy way‘; fome- 
times going one way, and fometimes another ; 
fometimes to Egypt, and then to Ajyria; fecking 
fometimes to the one for help, and fometimes to 
the other; at one time ferving the gods of the 
one, in order to curry favour with them, and then 
the gods of the other, like a lafcivious woman that 
gads about from place to place to increafe her 
lovers, and fatisfy her luft. The Vulgate Latin 
verfion is, how exceeding vile art thou become chang- 
ing thy ways; and fo Farchi fays, the word s53n 
fignifies contempt, or vilenefs; deriving it from 
453, or 55, to be vile or contemptible; and to this 
fenfe are the Septuagint and Arabic verfions ; but 
Kimchi derives it from 538 to go; to which our 
verfion, and others agree: thou alfo fhalt be afhamed 
of Egypt, as they were in the times of Feboahax 
and ‘Jehoiakim, when Pharaoh-Necho king of Egypt 
took the former, and put him in bands, and car- 
ried him into Zgypt; and fet the latter upon the 
throne, and took tribute of him, for which the 
land was taxed, 2 Kings xxili. 33,34, 95: as thon 
waft afoamed of Afyria, in the times of Ahaz, who 
fent to the king of fpria for help, when Fudab 
was {mitten by the Edomites, and invaded by the 
Philiftines; but when he came’to him, he diftreffed 
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from Ferufalem, and from the land of Judea, into 
captivity ; notwithftanding all the promiled and 
expected help from Egypt, 2 Kings xxiv. 7, 10: 
and thine hands upon thine bead; plucking and di- 
fhevelling the hair, as women in diftreis ;. io Tamar, 
when abufed by her brother, laid her hand on her 
head, and went out crying, 2 Sam, xiii, 19: for 


CHAP. 


FN this chapter the fins of the people of J/rael 

and Fudah are expofed ; particularly their ido- 
latry,. fignified by playing the harlot ; which 1s 
aggravated by the number of lovers or idols they 
had worfhipped ; by the many places where they 
had committed it; by their impudence in doing 
it ; and by the bad conféquence of it, fhowers of 
rain being withholden from them on that account, 
y. 1,2, 3. and the grace of God towards them is 
abundantly declared by frequent calls unto them 
to repent and turn to him, and this after putting 
them away, which is not ufual, y.1,8. the Lord 
expoftulates with them, and puts words into their 
mouths, what they fhould fay to him, even after 
they had fpoken and done as evil things as they 
could, ¥. 4, 5. the fin of Fudabh is particularly ag- 
gravated, by having feen what J/rae/, or the ten 
tribes had done; their impenitence, notwithftand- 
ing the divine call ; their going into captivity for 
their fin; and yet all this had no effect on Fudab, 
to reftrain them from the like fins, and to engage 
them to repentance; fo that of the two, the men 
of Fudah were mott to blame, y. 6, 7.8, 9, 10, 11. 
wherefore the prophet is bid to go towards. the 
north, where Babylon lay, and J/rael were carried 
captive, and call upon them to return to the Lord, 
and proclaim his grace and mercy to them, only 
infifting upon an acknowledgment of their fins, 
their idolatry and difobedience, ¥. 12, 13. and 
next the call to them to return is repeated; to which 
they are encouraged by obferving the relations they 
ftood in to him, which continued, by promifing to 
bring a remnant of them to Zon, and give them 
paftors approved of by him, and profitable to 
them, ¥. 14,15. which refpect gofpel-times, and 
the latter day, when the ceremonial law would be 
abrogated, y. 16. the Genéiles called, ¥. 17. and an 
entire agreement between Judah and Srael, x. 18. 
and yet the Lord exprefies a concern how he fhould 
reckon them as his children, and treat them as 
fuch, who had behaved fo ill towards him; but 
his grace gets over the difficulties; finds out a 
way, by putting it into their mouths to call him 
their Father, and not turn away from him, ¥. 19. 
and this, notwithftanding their great treachery. to 
him, perverfion of their ways, and forgetfulnefs 
of the Lord, ¥. 20,21. and they are again ex- 
horted to repent and turn, with a promife of heal- 
ing their backflidings, which has fuch an effec 
upon them, as to engage them to come to him, 
¥. 22. acknowledging their falvation is only in 
him, and not in their idols; and that fin was the 
caufe of ‘all their calamities ; and that fhame.and 
confufion of face belonged unto them on that:ac- 
count, ¥. 23,24, 24. suis 


¥.1. They fay, if a man put away his wife, &c.] 
Or, /aying” ; wherefore fome conneét thofe words 
with the laft verfe of the preceding chapter, as if 
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the Lord bath rejetted thy confidences; thof in whom 
they trufted, as the Egyptians ; fo that ee 
be of no fervice to them; or them, becatife 
their truft and confidence in men, when it 

to have been placed above in himfelf: and 
Jhalt not profper in them; or becanfe of them, “as 
Kimchi, but fhalt go into captivity, 
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| they were a continuation of what the Lord ‘had 
| been there faying, that he would reject their con- 
fidences ; fo Kimchi; but they feem rather *to’ be- 
gin a new fection, or a paragraph, with what were 
commonly faid among men, or in the law, and’as 
the fenfe of that; that if a man divorced his wife 
upon any occafion, and fhe go from him, departs 
from his houfe, and. is feparated from bed and 
board with him: and become another man’s; be 
married to another, as fhe might according to the 
law: fhall be return unto ber again ? tale her to be 
his wife again ; her latter hufband not liking her, 
or being dead: no; he will not; he might not 
according to the law in Deut. xxiv. 4. and if there 
was no law refpecting this, it can hardly be thought 
that he would, it being fo contrary to nature, and 
to the order of civil fociety : hall not that land be 
greatly polluted ? either Fudea, or any other, where 
fuch ufages fhould obtain; for this, according to 
the law, was caufing the land to fin, filling it with 
it, and making it liable to punifhment for it; this 
being an abomination before the Lord. The Sep- 
tuagint, Vulgate Latin, and Arabic verfions render 
it, foall not that woman be defiled? fhe is fo by the 
latter hufband ; and that is ‘a reafon why fhe is 
not to be received by the former again, Dew. xxiv. 
4: but thou baft played the harlot with many lovers ; 
or ferved many idols; ‘the number ef their gods 
having been, according to the number of their 
cities, Fer. ii. 28: yet return again to me, faith the 
Lord, by repentance, and doing their firft*works, 
worfhipping and ferving him as formerly ; fo the 
Targum, * return now from‘this time to my wor- 
‘* fhip, faith the Lord.” ‘The Vulgate Latin vers 
fion adds, aud I will receive thee ?*this-is am in- 
{lance of great grace in the Lord; and’which is 
not to be tound among mien) | 44 Ee es 
¥.2. Lift up thine eyes unto the high places, &c.] 
Where idols were fet and wworthippedl ‘either places 
naturally high, as hills and mountains, which were 
chofen for this fervice ; or high places, “artificially 
made and thrown up for this purpofe ; ‘fee 2 Kings 
XVii.9, 10, 11. and xxi. 3. and xxiii, 5) and Yer. 
ii, 20. archi interprets the word To*Dy’ ot ‘ri- 
vilets of water, and fo the Targum ae alfo 
idolatry was committed : and fee whore a bap 
not been lien with; fee if there'is ahi] or mou 
tain, or.any high place, where thou ‘haft not com: 
mitted idolatry; the thing was fo ‘notorious, 
the faéts and inftances fo many, there 
ing it; every hill-and mountain wi 
idolatry ; to which agrees the Targu 
thou haft not joined thyfelf to. 
in the ways haft thou fet for them 5 fo 
iwaiting tor them, to‘ join with them’ 
latries ; as harlots ufed to fit b “way 
meet with their lovers, to be pickec ip by tl 
or to offer themfélves to them as proftirut 
xxxvili. 14, 15. which shows that thefe peop 
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licitations of others; but they put themfelves in 
the way of it, and folicited it, and others to’ join 
with them in it: as the Arabian in the wilderne/ ; 
who dwelt in tents in the wildernefs, and fat by the ; 
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‘not drawn into idolatry by the temptations and {v- | 
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expreflive of the wondrous grace and goodriefs: of 
God towards this people, that had fo highly of- 
fended him, yet he expoftulates with them; puts 
words into their mouths to return unto him with, 
faying : my father ; I have finned againit thee, and 


way-fide to trade with thofé that paffed by; or} am not worthy of the relation, yet receive me as a 


elfe lay in wait in deferts and bye=places to rob all 
that paffed by them ; and fo the Vulgate Latin ver- 
fion renders it, in the ways thou didft fit, expetling 
them as a thief in the wildernefs , the Arabians being 
noted for thieves and robbers. The Septuagint, 
Syriac, and Arabic verfions render it, as @ crow, 
or raven, of the defert; the fame word fignifying 
a raven and an Arabian; fee 1 Kings xvii. 4.: and 
thou hajft polluted the land with thy whoredoms, and 
with thy wickednefs ; the land of Fudea, where ido- 
latry was fo openly and frequently committed, 
which brought a load of guilt upon it, and ex- 
pofed it to the wrath ‘and judgments of God; fo 
the Targum, ‘* thou haft made the land guilty with 
© thine idols, and with thy wickednefs.” 

¥. 3. Therefore the foowers have been withholden, 
and there hath been no latter rain, &c.] ‘There 
were two feafons of the year when rain in common 
fell upon the land of J/rael, called the former and 
the latter rain, and both are defigned here. The 
former by tO9927 /howers, fo called from the 
multitude of drops in them; thefe fhowers, or the 
former rain, ufed to fall in the month Marche/van, 
which anfwers to part of our Offober; it was in 
Autumn, at the fall of the year, at feeds time, when 
great quantity of rain ufually fell, to prepare the 
earth for fowing, and watering the feed fown , 
whence that month was fometimes called Ba/, as 
Kimchi obferves, from Mabbul a flood. The latter 
rain fell in Nifan, which anfwers to our March, 
it was in the Spring, a little before harveft, which 
fwelled the grain, made the fkin the thinner, and 
the flower the finer. This is called yipb: now, 
becaufe of the idolatry of thefe people, thofe rains 
were withheld from them, as they were in the 
times of Abab, 1 Kings xvii. 1. which brought ‘a 
famine upon them; and was a manifeft token of 
the divine difpleafure, and what was threatned them 
in cafe they finned againft the Lord, Devt. xxviii. 
23,24: and thou had/t a whore’s forebead ; was im~ 
pudent and unconcerned, repented not of fin, or 
blufhed for it, tho’ fuch judgments were upon 
them ; hence the Radbins * fay, rains are not with- 
held but for impudence, according to this {crip- 
ture: thou refufedft to be afhamed; to be made 
afhamed by the admonitions of the prophets, or by 
the judgments of God; fee ch. v. 3. | 

¥.4. Wilt thou not from this time cry unto me, 
&c.] Thefe words are either a confirmation and 
proof of that impudence with which thefe people 
are charged ; for had they not been impudent, or 
had sot a forehead like a whorifh woman ; or were 
they truly afhamed, they would have cried to the 
Lord henceforward ; called upon him ; claimed 
their relation to him; and owned his favours in 
time paft: or, if they had not been impudent, 
they would not have dared from this time to have 
called God their father and their guide, when they 
had fo wickedly finned againft him; fo that this 
is a charge of hypocrify and deceit, calling God 
their father and guide, when they were at the 
fame time worfhipping idols: or rather they are 
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returning prodigal : thou art the guide of my youth ; 
or, baft been; 1 acknowledge the favours I have 
received in time paft, which is an aggravation of 
my fin; reject me not, but receive me gracioufly 
into thy favour; fee Hof) xiv. 2. fo the Targum 
interprets the words as a prayer, “ wilt thou not 
*< from this time pray before me, /aying; thou art 
‘* my Lord, my Redeemer, which. art of old :” 
or elfe they point to them their duty, what they 
ought to do from henceforward ; that fecing the 
Lord had withheld from them the former and latter 
rain for their idolatry, it became them to return to 
him by repentance ; ard to call upon him who had 
been their father and their guide in time paft, to 
have mercy on them, and avert. his judgments 
from them. ip 
¥.5. Will be referve his anger for ever ? &c.] 
Thefe words may be confidered as a continuation 
of the fpeech put into'their mouths ‘to make to the 
Lord and plead with him, as well as what follows: 
will he keep it to the end? that is, his anger: no; 
he will not: this is not:according to the nature of 
God; he retains not his anger for ever, Mic. vii. 
18.-tho’, according to fome verfions, this is ‘to be 
underftood of the fins of 'thefe people being re- 
ferved and kept forever, as their impudence and 
obftinacy ; fo the Syriac and Arabic verfions ; and 
to which agrees the Targum, “ is it poffible that 
‘< thy fins fhould be kept for thee for’ever, or the 
** ftroke (of punifhment) be ftrengthened upon 
** thee to the end ?” fo Kimchi, ‘* fays the pro- 
** phet if thou doft this (call him my father, 7c. ) 
‘* will God referve thine iniquity for thee for ever, 
“* or keep thy fin unto the end? he will not do 
fo; but when thou returneft unto him, he will 
return unto thee, and do thee good; but thou 
haft not done fo.” The fenfe is much the fame ‘ 
behold, thou haft fpoken, and done evil things as thou 
couldft'; which were enough to caufe the Lord to 
referve and keep his anger for’ ever. Thete is a 
double reading here ; the Cetid, or writing is, 
mast I have fpoken; the prophet had fpoken to 
them to return; or the Lord by the prophet had 
fpoken to them, and put the above words into 
their mouths, and told them what they fhould fay 
when they returned to the Lord; but thou baft 
done evil things’; notwithftanding fuch declara- 
tions of grace, and doft continue to do them; 
and thou haft prevailed* ; as the laft claufeé may be 
rendered ; that I cannot turn away mine anger 
from thee, but muft referve it, and keep it tor 
ever. The Keri, or reading is, M927 thou haf, 
fpoken, thou haft faid thou wilt do evil things, 
and thou haft done them as thou haft faid, and 
haft prevailed; thou haft finned with all thy might 
and main, and haft fpoken and done as evil things 
as poffibly could be done. Some chufe to ren- 
der the words thus, if thou hadft fpoken; the words 
that were put into their mouths before-mentioned ; 
tho? thou haft done evil things, yet thou wouldjt have 
prevailed*; that is, with God, to have turned 
away his anger from thee. 
¥. 
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¥. 6. The Lord foid alfo unto me, in the days of 
Sofiah the king, &c.J] For in, his time Jeremiah 
began to prophefy, even in the thirteenth year of 
his reign, ch. i. 2: Daft thou Jeen that which back- 
Sliding Ifracl hath done 2 the ten tribes; that is, 
haft thou not heard? or doft thou not know the 
idolatry of the ten tribes, which was the caufe of 
their captivity? as Kimchi explains it; for the 
facts, or the idolatrous aétions of the ten tribes, 
were not done in Jofiah’s and Feremiab’s time; for 
they were carried captive in the fixth year of He- 
zekiah, ninety years or more before Feremiah be- 
gan to prophefy; and their idolatry was before 
their captivity, and therefore could not be pro- 
perly feen by him; only it had been heard of by 
him, it was known by him, it was notorious 
enough, being well atteited : jhe ¢s gone upon every 
high mountain, and under every green tree; that is, 
fhe did fo, when in her own land, before fhe was 
carried captive, as Jarchi obferves; for this re- 
fpeéts not what fhe did in Fofab’s and Feremiah’s 
time, or when in captivity, but before, which was 
the reafon of it: and there hath played the harlot ; 
or committed idolatry, which was ufually done in 
fuch places; fo the Targum, ‘ and worfhipped 
‘* idols of wood.” 

y¥. 7. And I faid, after fhe had done thefe things, 
&c.] All thefe idolatries, in the feveral places 
mentioned, after fhe had repeated them, over and 
over ; the Lord fent to them by the prophets Ho- 
fea, Amos, Micah, and others, who prophefied be- 
fore the captivity of the ten tribes, and intreated 
them, faying, urn unto me; to my worthip, as 
the Targum from their idols, to him the living 
God ; they were not without admonitions, exhor- 
tations, and declarations of grace, and fo were with- 
out excufe: but fhe returned not ; to fear and ferve 
the Lord, but remained in idolatry, obftinate and 
inflexible : and her treacherous fiier Judah faw it ; 
her treachery and breach of covenant, as the Sep- 
tuagint, Syriac, and Arabic verfions add, for ex- 
planation-fake ; Judah, or the two tribes of Fudab 
and Benjamin, and who were allied to the ten tribes 
by birth and by religion, and equally treacherous 
to God, the hufband of them both, faw all the 
idolatry of J/rae/, and the aggravations of it, and 
what followed upon it, namely, their captivity in 
Babylon, yet did not learn and take warning here- 

¥. 8. And I faw, when for all the caufe, whereby 
backfliding I/rael committed adultery, &c.| Not only 
Fudab faw, but God, who fees all things, faw the 
idolatry of the ten tribes which apoftatized from 
him, and all the fprings, caufes, reafons, and occafions 
of it, and its confequences ; and alfo the treachery, 
hardnefs, and idolatry of Judah: I had put her 
away, and given her a bill of divorce; as men did, 
when they put away their wives, as they might 
lawfully do in cafe of adultery ; and here being 
that which anfwered to it, fpiritual adultery or ido- 
jatry, the Lord, who was married to this people, 
put them away from him, and caufed them to be 
carried captive out of their own land into another, 
2 Kings xvii. 6. which is meant by the bill of di- 
vorce ; fo the Zargum, “‘ I caufed them.to go into 
“* captivity, as thofe that give a bill of divorce 
** (to their wives) and difmifs them: yet ber trea 
cherous fitter Fudab feared not 5 to.commit idolatry, 
and offend the Lord, nor ftood in awe of his righ- 
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teous judgments ; had no reverence of God, nor 
fear of punifhment ; fo hardened and daring was, 
the: but went and played the harlot, committed: 
idolatry, as the ten tribes did, taking no warning 
by what befel them. BT a eh rag 
¥. 9. And it came to pafs, thro’ the benefs of 
her whoredom, 8c.) Or the foiftnefs” of it; whén 
it was once fet on foot, it ran thro’ the, and pre- 
fently, one taking it from, and following the ex- 
ample of another ; or it became a light thing with 
her to commit idolatry; it was looked upon as a 
{mall thing, a trivial offence at moft: fo the ar- 
gum, ‘* it came to pafs, that her idols were Ii 
“‘ in her eyes ;” not lightly efteemed of, but: it 
was a light thing to commit idolatry with them 
interpreting the word as the Ma/fora, which it fol- 
lows : and to the fame fenfe the Septuagint verfion, 
her fornication was for nothing; it ftood for nothing, 
it was not reckoned as a fin: the Arabic verfion is, 
her fornication was with nothing ; with an idol, 
which is nothing in the world, 1 Cor, viii. 4. fome 
chufe to render it, decaufe of the voice or fame of 
ber whoredom*, or idolatry ; it founded forth, and 
the fame, or rather infamy of it, went out thro’ 
the whole land: wherefore it follows, that fhe de- 
filed the land; polluted it with fin, involved it in 
guilt, and expoied it to punifhment : avd committed 
adultery with ftones and with ftocks; that is, with 
images made of ftone and wood, which they ferved 
and worfhipped as gods; and is the adultery or 
idolatry they are charged with, and by which .the 
land was defiled. The Zargum is, ‘* fhe erred or 
‘¢ committed idolatry with the worthippers of 
“< ftone and wood.” This, by what follows, feems 
to be underftood not of Fudab, but of Irael. 

y. 10. And yet for all this, &c.] Tho’ the two 
tribes faw the lightnefs and filthinefS of the fin J/- 
rae] was guilty of, and how the land was defiled 
with it; the ftupidity of it, and the punifhment 
infli€ted on account of it : ber treacherous fifter Fu- 
dab hath not turned unto me with her whole heart, 
but feignedly, faith the Lord; there was a fhew of 
reformation in Fo/fiah’s time, but it was but a fhew; 
there was no true, hearty, cordial repentance for 
the fin of idolatry, only a feigned one; there was 
an outward removal of it, and reformation from 
it, but inwardly the defires of the heart were to it; 
the good king, with fome few others, were hearty 
in it, but the greater part played the hypocrite ; 
the following reigns proved the truth of this. 

y. 11. And the Lord faid unto me, &c.] To the 
prophet Yeremiah, as in y. 6. and at or about the 
fame time: the backfliding Ijrael hath juftified hers 
felf more than treacherous Fudah , that is, was com- 
paratively more righteous ; of the two fhe appear= 
ed the moft righteous; tho’ neither of them could 
vindicate their conduct, or juftify themfelves be- 
fore God; fee Luke xviii. 14. Fudab was moft to 
blame, becaufe that after J/ael committed idola-~ 
try, and was carried captive, fhe took no warning 
by it, but fell into the fame fin; and in Manaj- 
feb’s time committed greater idolatries, and more 
wickednefs, than ever Yael did; and more than 
even the morites themfelves, and other heathen — 
nations had done, 2 Kings xxi. 6—11, and tho” a 
reformation was made in Fofab’s time, it was only 
feignedly, it was not cordial and hearty ; and tl 
fore fhe is all along here charged with perfidy and - 
treachery. a 


© Heb. propter vocem {cortationis ejus, vel fam 


1 yee aer® 
I 


Bhakti es: snr! 
ofam fcorta- Sun: 


Schmidt ; propter famam {cortationis ejus, Cocceius ; pre famofa {cortatione, Junius 


Cnaisditg, ¥ BRE UTAN 


Cacn Go and proclaim thefe words towards the 


ucrih, &c.) With his face thitherwards, towards 
Babylon, which lay north of Judea, and: was» the 
metropolis of Aj/yria, where the ten tribes. were 
carried captive; and tho’ they were difperfed in 
the cities of Media and Perfia, which lay eaftward, 
yet Babylon being the head of the empire, refpec 
is had to that; not that the prophet was to go thi+ 
ther to them,,or to prophefy in the land of -the 
north, as the Yargum paraphrafes the words : for 
the word go, as farchi obferves, is only expreffive 
of a command on the part of God; and of rea- 
dinefs, as Kimcbi fays, on the part of the prophet 
to obey, but not of local motion; he was to read 
thefe words, as the latter of thefe fuggefts, in fe- 
rufalem, before the elders of Fudab, with a refpect 
to J/rael, as if they were before him; and the de- 
fign of this was to fhow, that the Lord was: gra- 
cious. and merciful, and ready to receive back- 
fliders; and to ftimulate Judah to repentance, and 
to turn unto the Lord: and fay, return thou back- 
Siding Ifrael, faith the Lord; not return from the 
land of their captivity, tho’ that they fhall return 
in the laft day, Kimchi thinks is here intimated , 
and Yarebi fays fome of them did. return, in the 
eighteenth year of Fofiah; but return from their 
idols to the living God: and for their encourage- 
ment ’tis added, and I we/l not caufe mine anger to 
fall upon you; or, my face“; by frowning upon 
them, expreffing difplicency with them, and anger 
towards them ; the meaning is, that he would not 
continue his refentments, or caute his anger to fall 
upon them any more, or at leaft not for ever, as 
Kimchi interprets it; he had caufed his anger to 
fall upon them, like a mighty ftorm of rain, by 
carrying them captive ; but now he intimates, 
_fhould they repent and return, he would remove 
his anger from them, and not caufe it to return 
any more: for J am merciful, faith the Lord; fo 
he proclaimed himfelf before Mo/es, Exod. xxxiv. 
6. and of this they had had often inftances and 
proofs: and I will not keep anger for ever ; or, thy 
fins, as the Targum; I will not mark and. obferve 
them, or referve them for punifhment, but will 
mercifully forgive them; fee the note on y. 5. 

y. 13. Only acknowledge thine iniquity, &c.| Or, 
kvow* it; unlefs a man knows his fin, and is con- 
victed of it, he'll never repent of it, or turn from 
it; and when he is made fenfible of it, and forry 
for it, he ought to acknowledge and confefs it be- 
fore God, againft whom he has finned ; this is 
what is infifted upon, and all that is infifted upon, 
and it is the leaft that can be done, and is what 
every fenfible finner will do, who upon it may ex- 
pect the difcovery of pardoning grace and mercy, 
Pf. xxxii. 5. and li, 3, 4. Prov. xxviii. 13. 1 Fobn 
i. 9: that thou haft tranfgreffed againft the Lord thy 
God; againft his law, his declared mind and will, 
and notwithftanding he is the Lord thy God ; 
againft a God of love, grace and mercy, who had 
loaded them with his benefits, and followed them 
with his goodnefs; all which aggravates the fin 
they had been guilty of: and haft feattered thy 
ways to the ftrangers under every green tree; a phrafe 
expreffive of whoredom ; ’tis an euphemifm, the 
fame with to°539 piwD, as Farchi obferves,. the 
opening of the feet, to every one that pafies by, to 
be lain with, Ezek. xvi. 25. and is to be under- 
ftood of the multiplied idolatries of [/rae/; and 
that as harlots run about here and there, and pro- 
ftitute themfelves to whomfoever they meet with; 
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fo they worfhipped the ftrange gods of thé hea- 
thens every where, in all their cities, upon every 
mountain and’ hill, and under every” green tree ; 
fee ch. ii. 20,28! fo thé Targum, “ and thou hait 
** corrupted thy way, thou haft joined thyfelf to 
** the people that worfhip-idols under every green 
** tree: and ye have not obeyed my voice, faith the 
Lord; the voice of his commiand in the law; which 
forbids idolatry ; and his :voice by his prophets, 
which reproved them for it, and exhorted them to 
repentance 5° but they regarded neither. 

¥. ¥4. Turn, O back/liding children, faith the Lord, 
&c.} All of them were children by national adop- 
tion, and fome by fpecial grace; and yet back- 
Siders, QO monftrous ingratitude! dackfliders, and 
yet children, ftill the relation continues, O mar- 
vellous grace! God’s own children may backflide, 


land often do; eitheF® in heart, when love waxes 


cold, faith declines, zeal is wanting, when they 
get into a carnal fleepy frame of {pirit, and have 
not that quick fenfe of fin, and of duty, as here- 
tofore : or‘in’ practice, when private prayer is re- 
{trained ; publick worfhip is neglected, get into 


‘bad company, and fall into grofs fins ;° all which 


is owing to the prevalence of indwelling fin, the 
force of fatan’s temptations, and'the enticing {nares 
of the'world ; but God will ‘not leave them, he 
calls unto then again and again to ¢urm unto him 
by repentance, and to doing their firft works, which 
calls, at length, thro’ powerful grace, become ef- 
fectual; fee ¥. 22. and the arguments ufed to en- 
gage to it follow, for I am married unto you; in 
a civil fenfe as a nation, ch. xxxi. 32. and in a 
fpiritual fenfe to a remnant of them; Chrift is the 
bridegroom, the church is the bride, which he 
has fecretly betrothed to himfelf in eternity ; 
openly in time, at the converfion of every one of 
them ; and will more publickly at the laft day, 
when’ all are gathered in, and prepared for him. 
This relation, as it is a very near one, {fo it is 
very aftonifhing, confidering the 'difparity between 
the two parties, and it always continues ; love, the 
bond of it, never alters; the covenant, in which- 
this tranfaction is carried on, is ever furé; and 
Chrift always behaves agreeably to it; wherefore 
it is bafe ingratitude to backflide ; and reafon there 
is fufficient, why his backfliding fpoufe fhould re- 
turn tohim. The Septuagint verfion is, because I 
will rule over you; agreeable to which is Farchi’s 
note, ‘* becaufe I am your Lord, and it is not 
‘* for my glory (or honour) to leave you in the 
“¢ hand of enemies.” Kimcbi’s father interprets the 
word ufed by ‘yup J loath you, or 1 am weary of 
you ; the reverfé of which is the Targum, ‘* for 
<< T am well pleafed with you ;” and fo the Syriac 
verfion, J delight in you; which carries in it a 
much more engaging argument to return, and 
agrees with what follows: and I will take you one 
of a city, and two of a family , or tribe, of coun- 
try ; for fometimes a whole country is called a far 
mily, as in Jer. i, 15. Zech. xiv. 17, 18. and here 
it muft defign more than a city; for otherwife' 
there are many families in a city ; the meaning is, _ 
according to Kimchi, that tho’ there may be but 
one Yew in a city of the Gentiles, or two only in 
a-nation, the Lord would take them from thence; 
and according’ to others, that’ tho’ one of two, or 
a few, here and there one of the backflidérs, fhould 
return to him by. true repentance, he would re- 
ceive them gracioufly ; the fmallnefs of their num- 
ber would be no objection to him; which is a 
. * fenfe 
© *y} feito, V. L. Pagninus, Montanus. 
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fenfé not to be defpifed: but the phrafe feems to 
denote the diftinguifhing grace of God to his peo- 
ple; which appears in the choice of them in his 
Son; the redemption of them by him; and the 
fanétification of them by his Spirit ; and very few 
are the objeéts of his grace, as it were one of a 
city, and two of a tribe ; however, they fhall none 
of them be loft, notwithftanding their backflidings, 
te which they are bent: for it is added, aud I will 
bring you to Zion; to the church of God here, a 
gofpel-church-ftate, whither to come is the great 
privilege of the faints, Hed, xii. 22. and to the 
Zion above, the heavenly ftate, where all the cho- 
fen, and ranfomed, and fanctified ones fhall come, 
with fongs, and everlafting joy upon their heads, 
If. xxxv. 10. and all as the fruit of diftinguifhing 
and efficacious grace. 

y. 15. And I will give you paftors according to 
mine heart, 8c.| Which is to be underftood not of 
political rulers and governors, but minifters of the 
word; who are pajftors or shepherds under Chrift the 
great fhepherd, and are gifts of his to the churches, 
and according to his heart, or conformable to his 
mind, as the Arabdic,verfion ; whom he calls, qua- 
lifies, puts into the miniftry, and fends forth ; 
whom he holds in his right hand, and keeps as 
the apple of his eye ; who do his will, as the 
Targum, and feed. men according to his heart : 
and as this prophefy belongs to gofpel-times, as 
appears both by what goes before, and by what 
follows, the apoftles of Chrift, and firft minifters 
of the gofpel, are chiefly defigned ; tho’ it might 
have fome accomplifhment in Nebemiah and Ezra, 
Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi, at and after the 
Jews return from Babylon; but a more compleat 
one in the times mentioned: fo Kimchi fays, thele 
are they that fhall be with the king Meffiah, ac- 
cording to Mic. v. 5: which fhall feed you with 
knowledge and underftanding ; with things worthy 
to be known and underftood; with the folid and 
fubftantial truths of the gofpel, and by faithfully 
adminiftring the ordinances of it; and in all di- 
recting to Chrift the bread. of life: or, /hall rule 
you not in an arbitrary way, according to their 
own wills, but according to the laws of Chrift : 
thefe words, with knowledge and underftanding, may 
either intend the matter with which thefe paftors 
fhould feed the church ; which is what tends to 
fpiritual knowledge and underftanding, and an in- 
creafe thereof ; and which is bleffed of God to fuch 
a purpofe, tho’ they themfelves cannot give it: 
or elfe the manner in which they fhould feed or 
rule ; that is, wifely and prudently, as the Arabic 
verfion renders it : they feed wifely and prudently, 
when they rightly divide the word of truth, and 
give to every one their portion of meat in due fea- 
fon; and feed them in proportion to their age and 
capacity, give milk to babes, and meat to itrong 
men: and they rule with wifdom and prudence, 
when they govern according to the laws of Chrift, 
and take care that they are put in execution; and 
do all things decently and in order; and, as David, 
feed the flock according to the integrity of their 
hearts, and guide them by the fkilfulnefs of their 
hands, Pf. Ixxviii. 72. 

¥. 16. And it foall come to pafi, when ye be mul- 
tiplied and increafed in the land, &c.] That is, 
when the number of the difciples and followers of 
Chrift, and true believers in him, fhall be multi- 
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plied and increafed in the land of Yudea, and in the 
Gentile world allo, under the miniftry of the abere- 
faid paftors, apoftles and minifters of the gofpel, 
who fhould be fucceeded every where, as they 
were; fee Ads vi. 1, 2, 7: in thofe days, faith the 
Lord of bojis, they fhall fay no more, the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord, becaufe the antitype of it 
would be come, our Lord Jeius Chrift, the word 
that is made flefh and dwelt among men; and in 
whom the Shekizab or divine majefly.dwells in a 
more glorious manner than it did over the ark, 
for in him dwells the fulnefs of the Godhead bo- 
dily ; and the ark may be put for the whole cere- 
monial law, which was abolifhed at the death of 
Chrift, and to be ufed and fpoken of no more; 
and whereas it was, for a good while after the ab- 
rogation of it, a matter of debate and contention, 
and was not wholly under the church’s feet until. 
about the times of Con/iantine, when there was 
a great multiplication and increafe of chriftians 
throughout the Roman empire; the prophecy may 
be thought to belong to thofe times, at leaft there 
was then a greater accomplifhment of it; fee Rev. 
xli. 1: neither fhail it come to mind, neither fhall 
they remember it, as it fhould not be fpoken of, 
fo it fhould not be thought of any more, than if 
it had never been : xeither fhall they vifit it; to en- 
quire of the Lord before it, about what they wanted 
to be informed of, as they ufed to do, Fudg. xx. 
235:27, 28: neither fhall that be done any more; 
or, made any more®; the Fews * fay, the ark was. 
wanting in the fecond temple, and was never after- 
wards re-made: all the expreffions denote the ut- 
ter abolition of legal rites and ceremonies, never to 
be revived more. The Targum paraphrafes the 
laft claufe, ‘* neither fhall they make war with it 
‘* any more ;” and fo Yarchi and Kimchi interpret 
it, as if it was a prophecy of fuch a time of pro- 
found peace, that there would be no need. of bring- 
ing out the ark as formerly ; this ufe of it would 
be quite forgotten ; but this was not the principal 
ufe of the ark, and very rarely was it ever ufed in 
this way. . 

¥. 17. At that time they fhail call Ferufalem the 
throne of the Lord, &c.| That is, the gofpel-church, 
the heavenly Ferufalem, the Ferufalem above, that 
is free, and the mother of us all; which is Chrift’s 
kingdom, where he has his throne and fubjects, 
and where he fits and reigns as king of faints; and 
where they yield a chearful and ready fubjeétion to 
him, fignified by calling the church his throne : 
and all the nations fhall be gathered unto it; which 
fhows that eru/alem, literally underftood, cannot 
be meant, but the church of Chrift; to which the 
Gentiles, being converted, fhould join themfelves 
in great numbers in all nations, as they have done ; 
and which will be more largely accomplifhed and 
verified in the latter day, J/. ii. 2, 3. and Ix. 3, 4, 
55 Se: to the name of the Lord, to Ferufalem, to 


name his name, to truft in his name, to call upon - 


it, and to worfhip him in Feru/alem, in his church, 
and among his people ; and fo the Targum, “ and 
‘¢ all nations fhall give themfelves to worfhip in. 
“< it the name of the Lord, in Jerufalem:” neither 
frail they walk any more after the imagination of their 
evil heart, for the gofpel being preached to all 
nations, according to Chrift’s commiffion, by the 
paftors he promifes, and that being blefied to the 
turning of the Gentiles from their idols to Baier ad 
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living God, they fhall no more worfhip the gods 


they chofe for themfelves, and their evil hearts 
‘devited. ) 
y. 18. In thofe days the boufe of Judah fhall walk 
with the boufe of I/rael, &c.] Which had its ac- 
complifhment, when fome of the ten tribes, {cat- 
tered atnong the nations, whither the gofpel came, 
aswell as in the land of udea, being converted 
under it, joined together in 4 gofpel-church-ftate, 
and walked together in all the commandments and 
ordinances of Chrift: and it may alfo denote the 
agreement of all chriftian confeffors, as Fudah fig- 
nifies, and of all J/raelites indeed, in worfhip, whe- 
‘ther. Fews or Gentiles, becoming thro’ Chrift mem- 
bers of one body, fellow-heirs and partakers of the 
fame grace, promifes and privileges; and which 
harmony will {till be more manifeft in the latter 
day, “Afr xi.'7, 8, 9, 13. Fer. 1. 4, 5. Hof. i. it: 
and they fhall come together out of thé land of the 
north; out of thefe northern kingdoms of ours, 
‘and other parts of Europe, where they chiefly are ; 
this will be when the fulnefs of the Gentiles is 
brought in, and the ews are converted and joined 
to chriftian churches: the allufion is to the return 
of the Fews from Babylon, which lay north of Fz- 
dea: to the land that I have given for an inheritance 
unto your fathers; for when the ews are convert- 
ed, they fhall return to their own land, which 
God gave for an inheritance to Abraham, Taac, 
and. facod, and to their feed after them. 
ye 19. But I faid, &c.] Within himfelf, in the 
thoughts of his heart, when he took up a refolu- 
tion concerning their convetfion, open adoption, 
and return to their own land, as a fymbol of the 
eternal inheritance : how fhall I put thee among the 
children ? among the children of God, who are fo 
- by fpecial adopting grace, which is an high and 
honourable privilege, greater than to be the fons 
and daughters of the greateft potentate on earth, 
who as they are of high birth, being born of God, 
fo they are brought up, and fed, and clothed as 
the children of the King of kings; they have 
great nearnefs to, and freedom with God their Fa- 
ther; they are heirs of God, and joint heirs with 
Chrift, and fhall ever remain in this relation. 
There is a fecret and an open putting of the fons 
of men among the children of God. The fecret 
putting of them among the children is by God 
the Father, when he predeftinated them unto the 
adoption of children by Chrift ; when he promifed 
in covenant he would be their father, and they 
fhould be his fons and daughters; and as an ac¢t 
of his own will, fecretly, in his own breaft, adopted 
them into his family, his will to adopt’ being the 
adoption of them; hence they are called the chil- 
dren of God, previous to their redemption and 
fanctification, Hed. ii. 13, 14. Fobn xi. 52. Gal. 
iv. 6. Moreover, our Lord Jefus Chrift was con- 
cerned in'this affair, by efpoufing thefe perfons to 
himéfelf in covenant, whereby his Father became 
their Father, and his God their God ; ‘and by af- 
fuming their nature, whereby they became his 
brethren, and fo the children of God; and by 
redeeming them, whereby way is made for their 
aétual reception of the adoption of children; when 
they are openly put among them in effectual vo- 
cation, in which the holy Spirit is concerned, who 
regenerates them, works faith in them,. and wit- 
“neflés their adoption to them, from whence he is 
called the Spirit of adoption ; regeneration and 
faith ate the evidences of adoption, Fobn i. 12, 
ees ‘Keeed ee ‘ ‘ : 
Vor Len 13; 
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13. Gal, iii. 26, and the Spirit, the witnefs, Rom 
vill. 15, 16, Now, as all things were feen in one 
view by the Lord from eternity, as well, when he 
fecretly, as openly puts them among the children, it 
may well be thought there were difficulties, at lea{t 
feeming ones, in the way of it; or however, fuch 
as make it wonderful and marvellous, that any of 
the fons of Adam fhould be put among the children 
of God; feeing they that are, finned in 4dam as 
the reft, fell with him in his tranfgreffion into a 
ftate of condemnation and death; are cortupt in 
their firft birth, defiled in foul and body, and caft 
out like the wretched infant, to the loathing of 
their perfons; are as the children of the Erhiopzans, 
black with original and actual fins; are children of 
difobedience, traitors and rebels againft God, and 
children of wrath, even as others. And though 
thefe words may have a principal refpect to the 
Jews, who dealt treacheroufly with God, in, de- 
parting from his pure worfhip, rejecting the Mef- 
fiah, and continuing in their obftinacy and infide- 
lity, having a Loammi upon them, and notwith- 
ftanding fhall be called the children of the living 
God, Hof. i. 9, 10. yet may be applied to any of 
the fons and daughters of men, whether Yews or 
Gentiles, that are put among the children of God. 
And give thee a pleafant land, a goodly beritage of 
the hofis of the nations ? the allufion, doubtlefs, is 
to the land of J/rae/, which was a goodly and de- 
firable land, a land flowing with milk and honey, 
and was the heritage or inheritance of the children 
of Jjrael, but not of the hofts of nations; where- _ 
fore heaven and eternal happinefS is ultimately. 

meant, the better country chriftian pilorims are 
feeking after, and the defired haven chriftian fai- 
lors make unto: this is a plea/ant land; pleafantly 
fituated on high, where are great plenty of proyi- 
fions, folid fubftance, enduring riches, the greateft 
liberty and choiceft privileges, and the beft of in- 
habitants and company, Father, Son, and Spirit, 
angels and glorified faints: this is a goodly heritage 
or inheritance; not only an houfe not made with 
hands, a city that has foundations, but a kingdo:n 
and glory, an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, 
which fades not away, referved’in the heavens : 
and it may be faid to be of the hofts of nations; for 
tho’ it is but one inheritance, vaft numbers will 
fhare in it, and poffefs it; even an innumerable 
company of all nations, kindreds, people, and 
tongues, which are chofen, redeemed, and called 
out of them : and this is in the gift of God; he re- 
generates to a lively hope of it, makes meet for it, 
and of his own good pleafure beftows it; and 
marvellous it is, that he fhould give it to the 
perfons' before defcribed ; the putting of them a- 
mong the children ef God, and giving them fuch 
an inheritance, are entirely owing to his fovereign 
grace and goodnefs, which only can anfwer the 
queftion put, concerning thefe things. . And I faid, 
thou foalt call me my father; not merely faying thefe 
words, but expreffing them with affection and 
faith, under the witneflings of the Spirit of God ; 
and declaring the relation by deeds, by honouring 
and obeying him, and being a follower of him in 
his ways and worfhip : and fhalt not turn away 
from me ; either from calling him father, thro’ the 
prevalence of unbelief; or from his fervice and 
worfhip, through the power of corruptions, back- 


fliding and revolting from him, with which they 


are often charged in this chapter; fo the Ter- 
gum, * thalt not turn from my worfhip ;” 
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y. 20. Surely, as a wife treacheroufly departeth 
from her hufband, &c.] Or, ber friend *; who loves 
her, takes care of her, and provides for her, and 
goes after another man, and cohabits with him ; 
which is a violation of the marriage-covenant, and 
acting a bafe and treacherous part unto him to 
whom fhe is married: /o have you dealt treacheroufly 
with me, O houfe of Ifrael, faith the Lord, who 
was their father, friend, and hufband ; who loved 
them, and diftincuifhed them from all other peo- 
ple, by a variety of bleffings and privileges ; and 
yet they departed from his commandments and 
ordinances, and held the traditions of the elders, 
and taught for doctrines the commandments of 
men, and rejected the Meffiah, and ftill continue 
in their difbelief of him, and hatred to him; and 
therefore it need not be wondered at, that he fhould 
make any difficulty about their adoption and in- 
heritance ; and a marvellous thing it muft be, to 
take fuch perfons, and put them openly among 
his children, and give them a right and meetnefs 
for the goodly inheritance. 
¥. 21. A voice was heard upon the high places, 
&c.] And fo might be heard afar off; it. fhows 
that the repentance and confeffion of the Fews, 
when convinced and converted, will be very pub- 
lick, and made upon thofe places, where they have 
committed their fins; fee ch. ii. 20. and iii. 16. 
for this and the following verfes declare the hu- 
miliation, repentance, and converfion of the Fews, 
and the manner in which they fhall be brought to 
it, and be openly put among the children: weep- 
ing and fupplications of the children of Ifrael, not fo 
much lamenting their calamities, as mourning over 
their fins, fupplicating the pardon of them, and freely 
and ingenuoufly confefling them: for they have 
perverted their way, and they have forgotten the 
Lord their God or, becaufe they have *, &c. this 
they fhall be ferfible of, that they have perverted 
the right ways of the Lord by their traditions, and 
have forgotten the worfhip of the Lord, as the 
Targum paraphrafes ic; yea, the Lord himfelf, 
their covenant-God, and .kind benefa€tor, and 
lightly efteemed of the true Meffiah, the rock of 
their falvation. The confideration of which will 
caufe them to weep and mourn; which they will 
do, when the Spirit of grace and fupplication is 
poured out upon them ; and they fhall look upon 
him whom they have pierced, Zech. xii. 10. Some 
interpret this as the caufe of their calamities, and 
not as the fubject-matter of their mourning ; but 
the latter feems beft to agree with what follows, 
which fhows by what means they were brought to 
repentance, and were converted. 
¥. 22. Return ye backfliding children, &c.] This 
is the call of the Fews to repentance m the latter 
day ; fee the note on ¥. 14: and I will heal your 
backflidings ; that is, I will forgive your fins. Sins 
are the difeafes of the foul, and the wounds made 
in it; and pardoning them is healing them. So 
the Targum, ‘* [ll forgive you, when ye return ;” 
fee Pf. ciii. 3. this is done by the application of 
the blood of Chrift, the only phyfician, and whofe 
blood is the balm that heals every wound; and 
this fprings from the love of God, and his free fa- 
vour to his people, even the riches of his grace 
and abounding mercy through Chrift; and is the 
great motive and inducement, and what gives the 


greateft encouragement to return unto the Lord, |, 


Hof. xiv. 1—4. If, lv. 7. Bebold, we come unto 
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thee; the Targum reprefents this, as what the Feit, 
pretended always to fay, and did fay, in an hypo» 
critical manner, with which they are upbraeds 
“¢ Jo, at all times ye fay, we return to thy worfhip, 
‘< fave us ;” and ‘archi is of opinion, that thefe 
are words the prophet put into their mouths, and 
taught them to fay, and to comwfefs in this man- 
ner: but they are rather their own words, arifing 
from a true fenfe of fin, under the influence of 
divine grace, and encouraged with the hope and 
affurance of pardon; declaring that as they were 
called upon to return, fo they did return, and now 
were come to God by repentance, with confeffion 
and acknowledgment of fin, and by prayer and 
fupplication for pardon, and by the exercife of faith 


upon him for it; and alfo were come into his houfe. 


to wait upon him, and worfhip him in his or- 
dinances: for thou art the Lord our God, not 
merely as the God of nature and providence, or in 
a natural way, but in a way of fpecial grace, of 
which they now will have an application by the 
Spirit of God. 

¥. 23. Truly in vain is falvation hoped for from 
the bills, and from the muliitude of mountains, 8cc.] 
From any natural defence, by hills and mountains 
encompafling ; or from idols worfhipped on hills 
and mountains. So the Targum, ‘ truly in vain 
‘¢ we worfhip upon the hills, and for no profit 
“* are we gathered upon the mountains ;” and to 
this purpofe Yarchi and Kimchi interpret it; or from 


|the multitude of the people, the kingdoms of the 


world, and the nations of the earth, from whom 
the Fews have in vain expected falvation and de- 
liverance : truly in the Lord cur God is the falvation 
of Ifrael, or, in the word of the Lord our God, as 
the Targum ; in Chrift, the effential word of God, 
is the falvation of all the chofen people, both Fews 
and Gentiles ; it was put into his hands by his Fa- 
ther, and it is wrought out by him ; and it refides 
in him, and it is to be had in him, and in him 
only, és iv. 12. who is God the Lord, and there- 
fore was able to effect it, and to give it; and hence 
thefe repenting ones, difcarding all other faviours, 
apply to him for it. 

y. 24. For fhame hath devoured the labour of our 
fathers from our youth, &c.] ‘That is, fin, which 
is the caufe of fhame, and of which finners ought 


to be afhamed, and will be fooner or later; fo the . 


Targum venders it, the confufion of fins; and the 
Fewifh writers generally interpret it of idolatry, and 
of the idol Baal, as Kimchi and others, called 
foame, or that fhameful thing, Fer. xi. 13. Hof. ix. 
10. this idol, becaufe of the multitude of the fa- 
crifices offered to it, confumed what their fathers 
laboured for, ever fince they had known them; or 
for their worfhipping of this idol, fuch judgments 
came upon them, as confumed all they got by hara 
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labour ; or rather it may regard their fhameful fin _ 


of rejecting the Meffiah, and crucifying him, which 
they’ll be afhamed of at the time of their conver= 
fion, when they fhall look on him whom t 
have pierced, and on account of which they ft 

the many calamities they now do: sheir flocks ang 
their herds, their fons and their daughters; W 
ever evils have befallen them in their perfons 
milies, and eftates, they'll confefs are owi 
they have committed, of which ; 
afhamed ; hence it follows,. 


¥. 25. We lie down in our foame, and our con- 


fufion covereth us, &c.] As perfons ‘overwhelmed 


rp 


7 


«oe 


" 


Ch. iv. ¥. 1, 2. 4 7g gee 


with a fenfe of fin, and fo preffed with the guilt 
of it on their confciences, that they can neither 
ftand up, nor look up, but throw themfelves on 
the ground, and cover their faces, being afhamed 
of what they have done: for we have finned againjt 
the Lord our God; as by breaking the law of God, 
fo by defpifing the gofpel ; rejecting the ordi- 
nances of it; difbelieving the Meffiah, and fpeak- 
ing reproachfully of him and his people: we and 
our fathers from our youth even unto this days in 


CHA 


HIS chapter begins with feveral exhorta- 

tions to repentance; firft to J/rael, or the 
ten tribes, to return to the Lord with their whole 
hearts, and put away their abominations, and ferve 
him in fincerity and uprightnefs of foul ; with pro- 
mifes of reft and fafety to themfelves; and that 
it would have an happy influence on the Gentiles, 
and iffue in their converfion; who would hereupon 
blefs themfelves in the Lord, and glory in him, 
y. 1,2. and next to the inhabitants of Fudab and 
Ferufalem, to thew a concern for renewing and 
fanctifying grace, fignified by various metaphors, 
left they fhould be confumed with the fire of di- 
vine wrath, ¥. 3,4. and then the deftruction of 
- that land'and city is foretold and defcribed, partly 
by what was. introductory to it, and the proclama- 
tion of it, fignified by blowing the trumpet, and 
fetting up-the ftandard, ¥. 5; 6, 15, 19, 20. by 
an account of the deftroyers, their cruelty, fwift- 
nefs and diligence, ¥. 7, 13, 16, 17, and of the 
deftruction itfelf, compared to a violent wind, 
_ ¥. 11, 12. by the effect it fhould have upon the 
inhabitants of all forts, high and low, y. 8, 9. 
and had upon the prophet himfelf; y. 10, 19, 20, 
21. and by the caufe and ground of it, the fins 
of the people, which they are called upon to re- 
pent of, ¥. 14, 17, 18,22. and by a vifion the 
prophet had of the dreadful defolation of the land, 
¥. 23—29. and by the vain and falfe hopes the 
people would have of their recovery, and the great 
anxiety and diftrefs they would be in, ¥. 30, 31. 


¥. 1. Sf thou wilt return, O Irael, faith the Lord, 
&c.] To which they had been encouraged, and 
as they had promifed they would, and faid they did, 
ch. iii.44, 22: return unto me, with thy whole 
heart, and not feignedly and hypocritically, as Fu- 
dab did, ch. iii. 10. Some render the words, and 
the accents require they fhould be rendered fo, if 
thou wilt return to me, O Ijrael, foith the Lord, thou 
foalt return’; that is, to thine own land, being 
now in captivity; or, thou fhalt ret™; or have 
reft ; fo Kimchi interprets the laft word; fee Fer. 
xxx. 10. and thefe words may very well be con- 
fidered as the.words of Chrift, and as fpoken by 
hirh, when he entered upon his miniftry, who be- 
gan it with calling the people of the Fews to re- 
pentance, and promifing to give them reft,; and 
all’ fuch who return to God. by repentance, and 
ome to Chrift by faith, find {piritual reft for their 
Is now, and fhall have an eternal reft here- 
after, Matt. iv. 17. and: xi. 28,:29°: and if thou 
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along feries of years, from the time that Chrift 
was upon earth, to the day of their converfion, in 
the latter times of the gofpel-difpenfation: aud 
have not obeyed the voice of the Lord our God; the 
voice of his fore-runner, Fobn the Baptift, of the 
Meffiah himfelf, and of his apoftles, and of his 
minifters fince ; fo the Targum, ** and have not 
** obeyed the word of the Lord our God.” Chrift 
the effential word, 


Pe Vee 


‘dependence upon it; the rites and ceremonies of 


the old law abolifhed by Chrift, together with the 
traditions of the elders, by which they made void 
the commandments of God ; all which were abo- 
minations in the fight of the Lord, J/i. 13. and 
xxix. 13. and Ixv. 5. and Ixvi. 3: then fhalt thou 
not remove; from thine own land again when re- 
{tored, or further off, into more diftant countries, 
for they were now in captivity; or rather the 
words may be rendered, not as a promife, but as 
a continuation of what is before faid, and not move 
to and fro”; or be unftable and wavering, toffed 
to and fro, with every wind of doétrine, and pre+ 
cept of men; but be eftablifhed in the faith of the 
gofpel, and ftedfaft and immoveable in every good 


work, ‘The Targum is, ‘* if thou wilt return, O 


“< Hrael, to my worfhip, faith the Lord, thy. re- 
‘¢ turn fhall be received before thy decree is fealed ; 
“¢ and if thou wilt take away thine abominations 
‘¢ from before me, thou fhalt not be moved ;” or 
wander . about. 
¥.2. And thou fhalt fwear, the Lord liveth, &c.] 
Or by the living Lord, by him and him only ; 
not by the creatures, but by the God of truth. 
This is fometimes put for the whole worfhip and 
fervice of God, Deut. vi. 13. and for a confeffion 
of Chrift, and profeffion of faith in him, J/ xlv. 
23. compared with Rom. xiv. 11. and which ought 
to be done, iz truth, in righteoufne/s, and in judg- 
ment ; in fincerity, integrity and uprightnefs of 
foul ; in fpirit and in truth; in righteoufnefs and 
true holinefs: and the nations shall blefs themfelves 
in him; not in I/rael, as the Targum, Farchi and 
Kimchi interpret it; but in the Lord, even in the 
Meffiah, the Lord Jefus Chrift, in whom all the 
nations of the earth were to be blefied with all 
fpititual bleflings; with which being blefied, they 
call and count themfelves happy, being pardoned 
thro’ the blood of Chrift, juftified by his righteouf- 
nefs, and having peace, life and falvation by him,. 
Gen. xxii. 18: and in him jhall they glory; not in 
themfelves, nor in any creature, or creature-enjoy- 
ment; but in the Lord, and in what he is to 
them, wifdom, righteoufnels, fanctification and re- 
demption ; in whom all the feed of I/rael being 
juftified, glory; fee 1 Cor. i. 30, 31. Jf. xlv. 25. 
The fenfe of the words feems to be, that upon the 
gofpél being preached by Chrift and his apoftles 


tothe J/raelites, and forme of them being converted, 


and their abominations put away, and they cleav- 
ing to the Lord, and to his worfhip; the Gensfles 


fhould:have the gofpel fent to them, and receive 


wilt put away thine abominations’ out of my fight, \ it, and place all their bleffednefs in Chrift, and 


a 8 sin oes See nen ON 
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not only their fins, but their felf-righteoufhels; and | glory in him. 


fi reverteris ad me, 


¥ 


O Ifrael, dicit Jehovah, reverteris, Gataker. 
® PVP) st) & non vagaberis, Gataker ; & now 


YERE. 


¥.3, For thus faith the Lord to the men of udab 
and “Ferufalem, &c.] The two tribes of Judah 
and Benjamin, who were at the time of this pro- 
phecy in their own land; and fo are diftinguifhed 
from J/rael the ten tribes, who were in captivity ; 
- unlefs the fame perfons fhould be meant, who were 
called by thefe feveral names, the people of the 
Jews; and it was in Fudea that our Lord appeared 
in the flefh, and to the inhabitants thereof he mi- 
niftred, he was the minifter of the circumcifion ; 
and fo to the inhabitants of Yeru/alem, whom he 
called to repentance, and would have gathered, 
Matt. xxiii. 37: break up your fallow ground ; this 
is ground that lies untilled, not ploughed, nor 
fown, on which nothing grows but the produce 
of nature, as weeds, thorns, briers, &c. is com- 
mon to men and beafts, and is trodden upon, and 
fo is hard and unfufceptible.of feed; which, if it 
accidentally falls upon it, makes no impreffion on 
it, and is not received by it; and the breaking of 
it up is by the. plough. The fallow ground fitly 
reprefents the hearts of unregenerate men, which 
are unopened to the word, and unbroken by it; 
nor have they the feed of divine grace fown in 
them; but are deftitute of faith, hope, love, fear, 
and the like; there’s nothing grows there but the 
weeds of fin and corruption ; and are like a com- 
mon beaten road; are the common track of fin, 
where lufts ‘pafs to and.fro, and dwell; and fo are 
hardened and obdurate as hard as a ftone, yea 
harder than the nether mill-ftone ; and who, tho’ 
they may occafionally be under the word, it makes 
no impreffion on them; it has no place in them, 
but is like the feed that falls by the way-fide, 
Matt, xiii. 4, 19. unlefs divine power attends it ; 
for the gofpel is the plough, and minifters are the 
plough-men ; but it is the Lord alone that, makes 
it effectual to the breaking up the fallow ground 
of mens hearts, Luke ix. 62. If Ixi. 5. 1 Cor. iii. 
6, 7, 8, 9. but when the Lord puts his hand to 
the plough it enters within, and opens the heart ; 
it is quick, powerful and fharp; it cuts deep, and 
makes long and large furrows, even, ftrong con- 
victions of fin; it throws a man’s infide outward, as 
the plough does the earth; and lays all the wick- 
edne{s of his heart open to him ; and roots up the 
pride, the vanity, and boafting of the creature, 
and other lufts; and fo makes way for the feed of 
divine grace to be fown there: aad fow not among 
thorns; or, that ye may not fow among thorns ° ; for 
unlefs the fallow ground is broken up, it will be 
no other than fowing among thorns; and unlefs 
the hearts of men are opened by the power and 
grace of God, they’ll not attend to the things that 
are {poken ; preaching and hearing the word will 
be like fowing among thorns; the cares of this 
world, the deceitfulneis of riches, the pleafures of 
life, and the lufts thereof, which ‘are comparable 
to thorns, becaufe pricking, perplexing and di- 
{treffing, and becaufe vain and unprofitable, choak | 
the word, and make it unfruitful ; fee Ma/t. xiii. 
7> 22. now this exhortation in the text does not 
fuppofe power in man to break up and open his 
“heart; but to fhew his want of renewing grace; 
the neceflity of it; and the danger he is in with- 
out its; and to awaken-in him a concern for it; fee: 
Lek. xviii. 31. and xxxvi. 26. The words may be 
applied to backfliding profeffors, fince backfliding 
Hrael and Fudah are the perfons addreffed; and 
this may be done with great propriety and _perti- 
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nence to the fimile ; for fallow ground is that which 
has been broke up and fown, and laid fallow. It 
eayain ON) u 


‘fion by him, and of danger from him and 
‘and put themfelves in a poftu 
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is ufual to till and fow two years, and lay fallow a 
third: and backfliding chriftians look very much 
like fallow ground ; fo faithlefs, fo lukewarm and 
indifferent ; fo inattentive to the word, and un- , 
concerned under it; fo barren and unfruitful, as 
if they had never had any faith, or love, or good 
work in them; fo that they need to be renewed in 
the fpirit of their minds; to have a new face of ~ 
things put upon them; and to have a clean heart, 
and a right {fpirit, created in them. ~The Yar; 
is, ‘* make to yourfelves good works, and feek 
‘¢ not falvation in fins.” +L 
¥. 4. Circumcife yourfelves to the Lord, &e.) Or, 
be ye circumeifed, as the Septuagint and Vulgate Latin 
verfions render it. This is to be underftood of 
the circumcifion of the ‘heart, ds Kimchi obferves ; 
and as appears from the following words: and take 
away the forefkins of your heart, ye men of Fudab, 
and inhabitants of Ferufalem this is the true {pi- 
ritual circumcifion ; and they that are poffefied of 
it, are the circumcifion, the only truly cireumcifed 
perfons ; and they are fuch who have been pricked 
to the heart, and thoroughly convinced of fin ; 
who have had the hardnefs of their hearts re- 
moved, and the impurity of it laid open to them; 
which they have beheld with fhame and loathing, 


/and have felt an inward pain on account of it; 


and who have been enabled to deny themfelves, to 
renounce their own righteoufhefs, and put off the 
body of the fins of the flefh ; and tho’ men are 
exhorted to do this themfelves, yet elfewhere the 
Lord promifes to do it for them, Deut. xxx. 6. 
and. indeed it is purely his own work ; or other-~ 
wife it could not be called, as it is, circumcifion 
without. bands, and whafe praife is not of man but 
of God, Col. ii. 11.) Rom. ii. 29. and the reafon of 
this exhortation, as before, is to convince thofe Jews, 
who were circumcifed in the fiefh, and refted and glo- 
ried in that, that their hearts were not circumeifed; 
and that there was a neceffity of it, and they in 
danger for want of it; as follows: lef my fury 
come forth like fire; ta which the wrath of God is 
fometimes compared, Nahum i. 6, and is fometimes 
fignified by a furnace and lake of fire, even ‘his 
eternal wrath and vengeance: and burn that none 
cen quench it; tuch is the fire of divine wrath; it is 
unquenchable ; it is everlafting, Mark ix. 43, 44. 
Matt. ii. 12. and xxv..41: decaufe of the evil of 
your doings ; which are fo provoking to the eyes 
of his glory ; the fins of men are the fuel to the 
fire of his wrath, and caufe it to burn to the loweft 
hell, without the leaft degree of mercy. ‘The Zar- 
gum is, ‘* turn to the worfhip of the Lord, and 
** take away the wickednefs of your hearts, left 
“my fury burn as fire, and confume without 
*< mercy, becaufe of the evil of your doings.” ©. 

¥.5. Declare ye in fudab, and publifh in Feru- 
falem, and fay, &c.] Exhortations to repentatice 
being without effect in general, tho’ they might 
have an influence on fome few particular per- 
fons; the Lord directs the prophet to lay befor 
the people a view of their deftruétion as 


~~ 


hand; who calls upon fome perfons as a f 
heralds, to publifh and declare in the land 
dea, and in Ferufalem the metropolis of it, 
follows: low ye the. trumpet in the. 


alarm of an approaching enemy, ani 


was to be done, not in order to» gather ‘toget! 
re of ‘i vey 
battel; but to-gi 
and in count 


_ 
= 


the enemy, and give him. 
gether, that were in the fields, 


t non feratis. 
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lages, and hide themfelves from him: cry, gather 
together, and fay, or cry with a full mouth, with 
a loud voice, that all might hear; which fhows im- 
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and his times, who, tho’ he turned to.the Lord 
with all his heart, yet the Lord turned not from 
the fiercenefs of his wrath and anger again{t Judas, 


minent danger: ajemble yourfelves, and let us go| 2 Kings xxiii. 25, 26. 


into the defenced cities, fuch as Ferufalem, and others, 
where they might think themielves fafe and fecure , 
fee Mait. xxiv. 16. 
¥. 6. Set up the fiandard toward Zion, &c.] 
Not on the tower of Zioz, as Kimchi interprets it ; 
but on fome high place, pointing to Zion, and di- 
recting the country-people to flee thither for fafety ; 
for the fetting up of the ftandard here is not for 
enlifting of foldiers in order to fight, but as a 
fign of danger, and a direction where to flee from 
it: retire; gather yourfelves together in order to 
flee, as the word? is rendered in Jf x. 31. tho’ 
fome render it, be ye ftrengthened’; take heart, 
and play the man; but this does not feem fo a- 
greeable to the context: flay mot; or, ftand not; 
{tand not in the place ye are in, but move from it 
in all haite, becaufe of prefent danger: for I will 
bring evil from the north ; from Babylon, as Kimchi 
interprets it ; which lay north to the land of J/rae/, 
and fo defigns the captivity Fudab fhould be 
brought into there: and a great deftruftion ; or, 
breach *; which the Babylonians fhould make on 
the inhabitants of Sudea and Feru/alem. 
¥.7. The lion is come up from bis thicket, &c.] 
Meaning Nebuchadnezzar *, from Babylon, who is 
compared to a lion for his ftrength, fiercenefs and 
cruelty ; fee Fer. 1. 17. fo the Roman emperor is 
called a lion, 2 Zim.iv.17. agreeable to this the 
Targum paraphrafes it, ‘* a king is gone from his 
*¢ fortrefs ;” or tower; and the Syriac verfion, “a 
** certain molt powerful king is about to go up 
_ *¢ as a lion out of his wood;” and the deftroyer of 
the Gentiles is on bis way; he who had conquered 
and deftroyed other nations not a few, and thefe 
mighty and ftrong; and therefore the Fews could 
not expect but to be deftroyed by him. This 
tyrant was a type of antichrift, whofe name is 
Apollyan, a deftroyer of the nations of the earth, 
Rev. ix. 11. and xi. 18: he is gone forth from his 
place, to make thy land defolate, from Babylon, where 
his royal palace was, in order to lay waite the land 
of Fudea ; and he is reprefented as being come out, 
and on the road with this view, to ftrike the inha- 
bitants of Yudea with the greater terror, and to 
haften their flight, their deitruction being deter- 
mined and certain: and thy cities fhall be laid wajte 
without an inhabitant ; they fhall become fo ut- 
terly defolate, that there fhould be none dwelling 
in them, partly by reafon of the multitudes of the 
flain, and partly by reafon of multitudes that fhould 
flee; and fhould be laid wafte to fuch a degree, 
that they fhould be.covered with grafs growing 
upon them; which is the fignification of the word * 
here ufed, according to R. Fofeph Kimchi. 
¥.8. For this gird you with fackcloth, lament and 
howl, &c.] That is, becaufe of this deftruction 
threatned, which was fo near at hand, and fo fure 
and certain: for the fierce anger of the Lord is not 
turned back from us. The Septuagint, Syriac and 
- Arabic verfions render it, from you; and fome ren- 
der it, from it *, from his purpofe and defign to 
‘deftroy the Jews. Yarchi interprets this of Fo/ab, 
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uidam in Gataker. 
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W Not. ad Motis Kimchi, sdosropsa, p. 186, 


¥.9. And it foall come to pafs at. that day, faith 
the Lord, &c.] When Nebuchadnezzar fhould be 
come up from Babylon into the land of Fudea, and 
lay wafte the cities thereof, and befiege Feru/alem : 
that the heart of the king fhall perio, meaning 
Zedekiah king of ‘fudab, who fhould be in the ut- 
mott fright and confternation, not knowing what 
to do, being devoid both of wifdom and courage ; 
fee Fer. xxxix. 4: and the heart of the princes; 
who being feized with the fame pannic, and at 
their wits end, would not be able to give any ad- 
vice and counfel to the king ; fo that the people 
would have no help from the king and his nobles, 
in whom they put their confidence ; aud the priefs 
foall be aftonifbed; which Kimchi interprets of the 
priefts of the high places, the idolatrous priefts, whofe 
fervice would now ceafe, and whofe idols would not 
fave them: and the prophets hail wonder ; which - 
he alfo interprets of the falfe prophets; as does 
the Targum, who prophefied peace, and now they 
thall fee it was a lye they prophefied, fince fudden 
deftruction now comes upon them. ' 
¥.10. Then faid I, Ab Lord God, &c.]. , Ex- 
prefling great forrow and concern: this 4 is by 
way of lamentation. The Zergum interprets it as 
a petition, * and I faid, receive my prayer, O Lord 
“© God :” furely thou haft greatly deceived. this peo~ 
ple, and Ferufalem; what the falfe prophets did, 
that God is. faid to do, becaufe he iuffered. them 
to deceive the people; fee 1 Kings xxii. 20—23, 
The Targum afcribes the deception to the falfe 
prophets, and not to God, <‘ furely behold. the 
*¢ falfe prophets deceive this people, and the inha- 
‘¢ bitants of Ferufalem ;” or this may be ironically 
faid, becaufe the falfe prophets pretended to {peal 
in the name of the Lord; wherefore Jeremy fays, 
furely thou haft greatly deceived, &c. faying, ye foall 
have peace; as the falfe prophets did, fer. vi, tas 
whereas the [word reacheth unto the foul, takes away 
the life, many are flain by it; fo the Targum, 
‘¢ and now behold the fword killeth. among. the 
*¢ people ;” great flaughter is made by, it, L’m- 
pereur” obferves, that the word here. uled, :figni- 
fies in the Arabic language, to educate..or. bring 
up; and then the fenfe is, “ ah Lord, thou: hadt 
“‘ brought up this people with great tenderneis, 
“‘ and promifed them all manner of happinefs ; 
<< but now thou thundereft out threatnings of ca- 
“ Jamities of all forts, and death itfelf;. and. af- 
‘¢ fioned a place for the {word to enter into. their 
“© very fouls ;” fo the Arabic word \,', uled in 
the verfion of A#s xxii. 2. 1 Tim. iv. 6. - vt 
y. 11. At that time fhall it be faid to this people, 
and to ferufalem, &c.|_ The inhabitants of Judea 
and Yerufalem, the people of the Fews , or concern- 
ing * them, as Farchi interprets it: a dry wind of 
the high places in the wilderne/s toward the daughter 
of my people. The Targum is, ‘as the fouth-wind 
“* upon the heads of floods of water in the wil- 
«¢ dernefs, fo is the way of the congregation: of 
“© my people ;” but rather the north-wind is dey 
figned, fince that is a dry one, and the fouth-wind 
» oot op 48 
Pifcator. * @ Confortamini, 
Junius & Tremeffits, Pifcator’; 
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a moift one; and the rather, fince this wind in- 
tends Nebuchadnezzar and his army, which fhould 
come from Babylon, from the north. Some render 
it, a neat, clean wind *; which ftrips the trees, 
Jays bare rocks and mountains, carries away the 
earth and duit before it, and makes the {tones look 
white and clean; it denotes a very ftrong, rufhing, 
ftormy and boifterous wind. The Vulgate Latin 
verfion renders it, @ durning one; and it repre- 
fents the force and power with which the enemy 
fhould come, without any oppofition or refiftance 
to him ; for a wind on high places, hills and moun- 
tains, and which comes thro” deferts and wilder- 
neffes, has nothing to hinder it, as Kimchi obferves ; 
whereas, when it blows in habitable places, there 
are houfes, walls, hedges and fences, which refift 
it; and it is obferved, that in the way from Ba- 
bylon to Fudea, which the prophet calls tbe daughter 
of uy people, were many defert places. The Sep- 
tuagint verfion is, the fpirit of error in the defert, 
the way of the daughter of my people; which the 
Syriac and Arabic verfions feem to follow ; the for- 
mer rendring it, as the wind that wanders thro’ the 
paths of the defert, fo is the way of the daughter of 
my people ; and the latter thus, there is a fpirit of 
error in the defert, in. the way of the daughter of my 
people ; not to purity, nor to bolinefs, as it with the 
Septuagint renders the next claufe: not to fan, nor 
to cleanfe ; of which ufe a more moderate wind is 
in winnowing and cleanfing the corn from chaff, 
and light and*ufelefs grain. 

y.12. Even @ full wind from thofe places fhall 
come unto me, &c.] That is, a ftrong one, very 
vehement; or, a wind which is fuller than thefe, 
as the Syriac verfion renders it; which is ftronger 
than thofe winds which are fit for fanning and 
winnowing the chaff from the wheat. archi in- 
terprets it, a wind full of thofe punifhments, which 
God had threatned, and determined to bring upon 
this people, and would not turn from, nor repent 
of : and the phrafe, /Lall come unto me, regards not 


the prophet, nor the people of the Yews, whom 


he perfonated, but the Lord himfelf; and fhews 
that the wind is at his command, and when he 
calls, it comes unto him, and obeys his will, P/ 
cxlviil. 8. and that all affii€tions, judgments and 
punifhments for fin, are from him: now aljo will 
I give fentence againft them; not the prophet, but 
the Lord, who would now call them to his bar, 
try their caufe, reprove them for their fins, pro- 
nounce fentence againft them, and execute it. The 
Targum is, ‘* becaufe they have wandered after the 
“¢ falfe prophets, who prophefied to them in a {pi- 
** rit of falfhood ; therefore the armies ofthe peo- 
‘* ple, higher than thofe, as the wind fhall come 
“* againft them; even now by my word I will 


‘* bring them, and pronounce the vengeance of 


** my judgments on them. 

¥.13. Behold, he foall come up as clouds, 8c.) 
Meaning the lion, Nebuchadnezzar, ¥. 7. * the king 
“* with his army, as the Zargum paraphrafes it; he 
** fhall come up againft them as a cloud that afcen- 
“* deth and covers the earth.” The metaphor de- 
notes the fwiftnefs of his coming, and the multi- 
tudes he fhould come with, and that darknefs and 
diftrefs he fhould bring with him upon the people 
of the Fews: and his chariots thall be as a whirl- 
wind, for {wiftnefs, power and violence ; chariots 
for war are intended; fee I. v. 28: his borfes are 
fwifter than eagles, the fwifteft of birds. The fame 
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thing is defigned as by the other metaphorsjcthes 
fwittnefs and fuddennefs of the! Jews. deftru€tiomas | 
wo unto us, for we are fpoiled ; their deitruction wasii 
inevitable, there was no efcapingit ; and therefore: 
their cafe was woful and miferable. d afc 


so aiorl3 serl3 
¥.14. O Ferufalem, wafh thine heart from mickss 


edne/s, &e.] Thete are the werds of the prophets: 
or of God by the prophet, thewing the caufénef: 
all their ruin and deftruction, che wickedhef$ of} 
their hearts ; and they are exprefied in fuch) form: 
and language, as to be accommodated to the cafe’ 
of any unregenerate finner: every man’s heart! is’ 
wicked, defperately wicked, even wickednefs fit 
felf ; every thing in it is wicked; the thoughts; 
and the imagination of the thoughts of the. heart, 
the mind, the underftanding, the will, the con> 
fcience, and the affections; and every thing that.is 
wicked is in that : it is the womb in whieh all Gav 
is conceived; the fhop and forge in which it:is 
wrought; it is the habitation of every unclean 
luft; the feeds and principles of all fins are in it; 
it is the fountain-fpring and fource of all evil; of 
all evil thoughts, words and actions; all come out 
of it, and have their rife in it: and this wicked- 


nefs is of a defiling nature, and has left a pollution 


on it; and what comes out of *it defiles thé many 


that he ftands in need of wafhing; which can’c be 
done to purpofe by ceremonial ablutions and fab 
crifices, by moral acts of righteoufnefs, by humi- 
liation and tears, nor. by iubmiffion to» gofpel- 
ordinances ; nor indeed is this to. be done by man 
at all, any cther way than by faith dealing: with 
the blood of Chrift, by which only the Heart is 
purified: for this is God’s work, as appears from 
his promifes to cleanfe his people from all: fins, 
from their prayers to him, to create in them clean 
hearts, to wafh them thoroughly from theif ini- 
quity, and cleanfe them from their fin; from the 
fanctifying grace of the Spirit, and the wafhing of 
regeneration afcribed to him; and from the end 
and efficacy of the bloodfhed of Chrift, to cleanfe 
from fin, and purge the confcience from dead 
works; and the defign of fuch exhortations as 
thefe, is to convince men of the wickedne‘’s and 
pollution of their hearts, of the neceffity of: being 
wafhed from it, and of their own inability to do it 
of themfelves ; and to lead them to the fountain 
of Chrift’s blood, to wath in for fin and for un- 
cleannefs : that thou mayeft be faved; not only witls 
a temporal falvation, which may be here primarily 
meant; but with a {piritaal and eternal cne;: for 
without purification of the heart, there’s no falva- 
tion: this is the meetnefs for the undefiled inheri- 
tance; without the wafhing of regeneration, there’s 
no feeing nor entering into the kingdom of God); 
and unlefs we are wafhed by Chrift, and: in: his 
blood, we can have no part nor portion with him. 
in the heavenly glory ; none fhall afcend the holy 
hill, or dwell in the holy place, but fach who have 
clean hands, and a pure heart ; without this there’s 
no feeing of God, nor having communion wit 
him; this is the way in which he favés men, 
iii. 5: bow long fhall thy vain thoughts lodge 
thee? or, wilt thou fuffer them to lodge within thee* 
if the queftion is of right, the anfwer is, they‘oughi 
not to lodge one-night, one-hour, oné moment’; 
but ‘if it is of fact, the anfwer iss they will have 
a place in the heart as long.as:we are in «this ta-— 
bernacle ; but the words are fpoken by way of 
complaint and reproof : the thoughts of mens hearts 
5 a a q faac| ‘dst ABE 
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ate vain, are taken up about vain and foolifh things; 
and'thefe not only pafs to and fro, but have a lodg- 
ing’inthe heart; and particularly vain are the 
thoughts of thofe who think themfelves pure, and 
that their hearts are good, and truft in them; or 
that they can wafh themfelves from their wicked- 
nefs “and that an outward reformation of life and 
manners is fufficient ; and who think they can be 
faved without the wafhing of regeneration, and the 
blood of Chrift. The Targum is, “ cleanfe thine 
‘“-heart from doing evil, O Ferufalem, that ye may 
*© beefaved how long fhall they endure and be 
““‘ftable who do violence, which is in the midft 
“*: of thee. 

W015. For a voice declareth from Dan, &c.] The 
coming of the enemy, as Kimchi explains it, Ne- 
buchadnezzar, the king of the Chaldeans ; a mef- 
fenger was come from Dan, which was on-the 
border of the land of J/rae/ to the north, on which 
fide Babylon lay, and from whence the evil was to 
come predicted ; who declared, the enemy was ap- 
proaching, juft entering the lands; not that this 
was now the cafe in fact, but this is reprefented in 
a prophetic manner, as what would be, in order 
to aroufe and awaken the Jews to a fenfe of their 
fin'and danger ; fee ch. viii. 10: and publifheth af- 
jiétion from mount Ephraim; which lay on the bor- 
der of the tribe of Benjamin, and nearer to Feru- 
falem, and this publication reprefents the enemy 
as advancing nearer, and being juft at hand. The 
word for affizéion fignifies iniquity*; and it denotes, 
that the affliction {poken of, which is the deftruc- 
tion of the Fews, and their captivity in Babylon, 
were occafioned by their fins. Some think that 
Dan and Ephraim are mentioned, becaufe of the 
calves that were worfhipped: in Dan, and in Bethel 
which was in the tribe of Ephraim. The Zargum 
favours this, which paraphrafes the words thus, 
*© for the voice of the prophets that prophefied 
-again{t them that go into captivity, becaufe they 
worfhipped the calf, which is at Dan; and they 
that bring evil tidings, fhall come upon them, 
¢ becaufe they ferved the image which Micah fet 
** up in the’mount of the houfe of Ephraim ;” and 
the Vulgate Latin verfion is, ‘* the voice of him 
“* that declares from Daz, and that makes known 
** the idol from mount Ephraim.” 

¥.16. Make ye mention to the nations, &c.} This, 
according to Kimchi, is the fum and fubftance of 
the voice from Daz. It feems to be a fummons 
to the nations*to gather together and join the king 
of Babylon in his enterprize againft Ferufalem ; fee 
2 Kings xxiv. 2: publifh againft Ferufalem, what 
follows: that watchers come from a far country ; 
from Babylon, which is faid to be a far country, 
If. xxxix. 3. thefe are the foldiers of the king of 
Babylon they are called Notzerim; which word 
agrees with the latter part of Nebuchadnezzar’s 
name; to which fome” think there is fome refer- 
ence,’ fhewing that his army is meant. It fhould 
bevrendered befegers, as it is by fome *; for thefe 
were not Nebuchadnezzar’s body-guard, but his 
‘whole army, who were come up to befiege Feru- 
Yalems, and they are compared to watchers and keep- 
vers.of a field in the next verfe, where another word 
iseufed. The Targum is, ‘* the army of a rapa- 
“scious people, like the grape gatherers, come 
© from a far country :” and give out their voice 
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again the cities of Judah; threateh the ruin of 
them; blow the trumpet, the alarm of war; give 


the orders to befiege ; and, being fute of victory, 
triumph before the attack is made. 


¥.17. ds keepers of a field are they againft ber 


round about, &c.] As thofe that are fet to watch 
a field, in which are fruit and corn of any fort, 
that thieves and robbers, and wild beafts, may not 
enter to wafte and deftroy, and are placed on all 
fides for that purpofe ; fo the Chaldeans were round 
about Ferufalem, that none could make their efcape 
out of it; fee 2 Kings xxv. 4: becaufe fhe bath been 
rebellious againft me, faith the Lord; it was ‘not 
without reafon-that the Lord fuffered the Chaldeans 


to come again{t Feru/falem, befiege, and take it; 


the inhabitants of it had rebelled againft him, their 
king and their God ; and therefore he delivers them 


up into the hands of another lord, and a cruel one; 


they had provoked him to anger with their fins, 


and caufed him to ftir up his wrath againft them 
in this way: rebellion againft a prince, or againft 
a parent, is a provoking fin; fee 1 Sam. xv. 23. 
a tas 

¥. 18. Thy way and thy doings have procured thefe 
things unto thee, &c.] The way in which they 
walked, which was an evil one; and the actions 
which they committed ; their idolatries, backflid- 
ings and rebellions, before fpoken of in this and 
the preceding chapter, were the caufe of this fiege, 
and thofe calamities coming upon them; they had 
none to blame but themfelves; it was their’ own 
finful ways and works which brought this ruin and 
deftruction on them: this is thy wickednefs; the 
fruit of thy wickednefs ; or, this thy calamity; that 
is, is owing to thefe things; fo the word is ren- 
dered in Pf cxli. 5: decaufe it is bitter; not fin, 
as in ch. ii. 1g, but the ptnifhment of it; the ca- 
lamity before-mentioned ; which was hard and 
heavy, and grievous to be borne, and yet very 
juft ; it was by way of retaliation ; they had Jit- 
terly provoked the Lord, as the word may be ren- 
dered in the preceding verfe; and now he fends 
them a bitter calamity, and'a heavy judgnient : 
becaufe it reacheth unto thine bear? ; into the midft 
of them, and. titterly deftroyed them. The two 
laft claufes may be rendered, tho’ it is bitter, tho” 
it reacheth unto thine heart *; tho’ it is fuch a fore 
diftrefs, and fuch an utter deftruction, yet it was 
to be afcribed to nothing elfe but their own fins 
and tranfgreffions. 

¥.19. My bowels, my bowels, &c.] Thefe are 
either the words of the people, unto whofe heart 
the calamity reached, as in the preceding verfe ; 
or rather of the prophet, who either from a fym- 
pathizing heart, expreffes himfelf in this manner 5 
or puts on an‘appearance of mourning and diftrefs, 
ih order to awaken his people to a ferife of their 
condition. The repetition of the word is after the 
manner of perfons in pain and uneafinefs, as, my 
bead, my bead, 2 Kings iv. 19: Iam pained at my 
very heart ; as a woman in labour. In the Hebrew 
text it is, as the walls of my heart ©; meaning either 
his bowels, as before; or the precordia, the parts 
about the heart, which are as walls unto it; his 
grief had reached thefe walls, and was penetrating 
thro’ them to his heart, and there was danger of 
breaking that: my heart makes.a noife in me ; pal- 
pitates, beats and throbs, being filled with fears 
debe: pee and 
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d dread, with forrow and concern, at what was 
pret on; it reprefents an aking heart, all in 
diforder and we I cannot hold my peace, or 


be filent ; muft fpeak, and vent grief: decaufe thou 
baft beard, O my foul, the found of the trumpet, the 


olarm of war, Kimchi obterves, he does not fay 
my ears, but my foul ; for as yet he had not heard 
With his ears the found of the trumpet; for the 
enemy was not yet come, but his foul heard by 
prophecy : here is a Keri and a Cetib, a reading 


and a writing ; it is written, *nynw J have beard; 


it is read, NYDur thou haft beard, which is followed 
yy the Targum: the fenfe is the fame, it is the 
rophet, by thefe ex- 


hearing of the foul. The P 
preffions, reprefents the deftruction as -very near, 


very certain, and very diftrefling. The trumpet 


was founded on different accounts, as J/dore ‘ ob- 


ferves ; fometimes to begin a battel ; fometimes to 


purfue thofe that fed; and fometimes for a re- 
treat. 

¥. 20. Deftruéiion upon deftrudtion is cried, &c.] 
Or, breach upon breach * , as foon as one affliction 


is Over, another comes on; and upon the news of 


one calamity, tidings are brought of another, as 
in Fod’s cafe : it fignifies, that diftrefs and troubles 
would come thick and faft, and that there would 
be no end of them, until there was an utter de- 
ftruction, as this phrafe fignifies, and the follow- 
ing words fhew. Kimchi interprets it of the de- 
ftruétion of the ten tribes which came firft, and 
of the deftruction of Fudab that came now. For 
the whole land is fpoiled, or wajfied* , that is, the 
land of Fudea: fuddenly are my tents {poiled, and my 


curtains in a moment ; meaning either the armies of 


his people, which dwelt in tents, and were de- 
ftroyed at once ; or the cities, towns, and habita- 
tions of his countrymen, which he compares to 
tents, as being eafily beat down or overthrown ; 
and fo the Targum interprets it of cities ;. and the 
prophet feems to intimate, that this deftruction 
would reach to 4nathoth, where his tent, cottage, 
and curtains were. So fudden deftruction fome- 
times comes, when. men are crying peace, peace, 
1 Theff. v. 3. 

¥. 21. How long fhall I fee the ftandard, &c.} 
Enfign or banner difplayed ; either by the watch- 
men placed on high hills or towers, who when 
they fee the enemy approaching, lift up their en- 
fign or banner, and blow with their trumpets, to 
give the people warning and notice of it, and to 
call them to battel; and that they might prepare 
for the fame, as Kimchi obferves; or, cl{é by the 
Chaldean army, which came with colours ‘flying, 
trumpets blowing, and fet in array for battel, which 
was very terrible, as an army with banners.is,. Cant, 
vi. 4,10: and hear the found of the trumpet? either 
of the watchmen giving notice of danger, and fum- 
moning to battel, or of the enemy preparing to 
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rebelling againft him, and in committing fi x 
idolatries as they had been guilty of. . So a: 2 
may be a profeffing people, and yet a foolifh ones 
there are foolifh profeffors of religion; fuch whe 
take up a profeffion foolifhly, without an expe- 
rience of the grace of God ; without any true faith 
in Chrift; without having on the wedding gar- 
ment of his righteoufnefs, without laying it upon a 
good foundation; and without confideri 

and charge of a profeffion, and the difficulties and 
troubles attending it; and fuch are they 
foolifhly truft in it, when they have taken 

and hold it foolifhly, very remifsly, and ia aw 
vering manner; and who walk not agreeably to it; 
and at laft foolifhly drop it: shey dave not known 
me, men may be the people of God by profefiion, 
and yet not know him; not know him, fo as to 
glority him ; not know him as their God, truly 
and experimentally ; not know him in Chrift, and 


}have communion with him thro’ him; net know 


the Lord Chrift himfelf, the worth, glory, and 


excellency of him; their need of him; of his blood 


to cleanfe them from fin; of his righteoufnels to 


juftify them; of his facrifice to atone for them; 


and of his fulnefs to fupply their need; nor know 
the way of life, peace, and falvation by him, or 
at moft only notionally, not experimentally; where- 
as the only true wifdom is to know Chrift, and 
God in him ; this is real and folid knowledge; it 
is fcience truly fo called; it is delightful and fatis- 
factory; it is ufeful and profitable, and is what 


iffues in eternal life; and let men know what they 
will elfe, if they know not the Lord, they are /o/- 


tify children; they are children indeed in under- 
{tanding ; and tho’ they may be the children of 
God by profeflion, they are not the true and ge- 


‘nuine children of God, fince they know neither the 


Father nor the Son: aud they bave no underfiands 
ing ; though they are not without a natural under- 
ftanding, or an underftanding of things natural and 
civil, yet they have no {piritual underftanding, or 
an. underftanding of fpiritual things; and at beft 


‘only in a f{peculative, and not in an experimental 
fway and manner: s¢hey are wife to do evils Cannin 


inventors of evil things, crafty {chemers that way, 
may be full of all wicked fubtlety, and/expert at 
over-reaching and defrauding their brethren; when 


|profeflors of religion efpecially ought to be wife 


unto that which is good, and fimpleyconcerning’ 
evil, Rom. xvi. 19: but to do good they have ia 
knowledge; to do good, or to do: a good thing’ 


well, is to do it according to the revealed will OF 


God, from a principle of love to him, in the éx+* 
ercife.of faith upon him, in the name poco mes 
of Chrift, and with a view to the-gloryof t 
to do good in this fenfe, and in-fach a way atid 
manner, ‘carnal men and carnal profeffors have no” 
knowledge, no practical knowledge ;, they hha 
no inclination to it, but the reverfe; (nord 
nor-can they perform it; if they hada kne 
how; to do. it, or a power to perform it, th 
have been in one age or another, fome, 


of all Adam’s defcendents that dict 
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Kemchi 5 or in ‘2 vifionary way ; for thefe are not 
the.words of God continued, as Cocceius, but of 
the prophet; who, by a prophetic fpirit, defcribes 
the dreadful deftruction of the YewsS nation, as 
follows : xd lo, it was without form, and void; as 
the firt earth or chaos was, before it was brought 
into form and order; the fame words, Tohbu and 
Bobu, are ufed here, as in Gen. i. 2. the land of 
Fudea now was, in the prophet’s view of it, like 
the frit earth, when darknefs covered it ; no grafs 
{prung out of it, not a tree to be feen in it, and 
neitaer man or beaft as yet upon it, but all an in- 
digeited mafs, and in the utmoft wild diforder and 
confufion ; and this may denote not only the na- 
tural, but the political and ecclefiaftical diforder of 
the Fewi/b nation and ftate: and the beavens, and 
they bad no light ; that were over the land of Fu- 
dea , ‘* their lights did not fhine,” as the Targum 
paraphrafes it ; that is, the fun, moon, and ftars, 
which were darkened by the fmoke of the burning 
of Ferufalem; or which withdrew their light, as 
blufhing at, and being afhamed of, the iniquities 
of this people, and who.were unworthy of enjoy- 
ing the light of them ; and which this phrafe may 
denote. 
¥. 24. I beheld the mountains, and lo they trem- 
bled, &c.] At the prefence of God, at the tokens 
of his difpleafure, and at his awful vengeance in 
the deftruction of the ews, as they are fometimes 
faid to do, Pf, Ixviii. 8. and cxiv. 6, 7. Had. iii. 
6,10: and all the bills moved lightly ; fo Kimchi’s 
father fays, the word ufed has the fignification of 
lightnefs ; tho” Farchi, from Menachem, explains 
it, they were plucked up, and thrown out of their 
place ; and fome render it, were pulled down and 
deftroyed, fo the Targum. Mountains and hills 
are moft ftable, and not eafily moved, wherefore 
this is faid to aggravate the defolation and dettruc- 
tion. 
y¥. 25. And I beheld, and lo there was uo man, 
&c.]. No people dwelling in it, as the Targum , 
the land was without inhabitants, they were either 
killed with the fword, or taken and carried cap- 
tive into Babylon, or fled into Egypt and other 
countries: ad ail the birds of the heavens were fied 
at the found of the trumpet, the alarm of war ; 
at the blacine{s of the heavens, filled with fmoke ; 
at the barrennefs of the earth, there being no feed 
fown ; and the earth as at the firft creation, having 
no herb, nor trees bearing fruit, and fo no food 
for birds ; and:therefore they went elfewhere, both 
wild and tame. | ' 
¥. 26. I beheld, and lo the fruitful place was a 
wildernefs, &e.| Or, I beheld, and lo Carmel was 
a wildernefs ; which was a.particular part of the 
land of J/rael, and was very fertile, and abounded 
in paftures and fruit trees, and yet this, as the reft, 
became defolate ‘as a wildernefs ; fee J xxxii. 15. 
and xxxv. 2. though it may be put for the whole 
land, which was very fruitful ; and fo the Targum, 
“ J faw, and lo the land of J/rae, which was 
“ planted as Carmel,.was turned to be as a wil- 
“ dernefs :” and all the cities thereof ; not of Car- 
mel only, but of the whole land; were broken down 
at the prefence of the Lord, and by his fierce anger ; 
for tho” this was done by the Chaldeans, yet it was 
by the will’ and appointment of God, and as a 
token of his fierce anger againit the people of the 
Fews, for their fins and tranfgreffions, ‘farchi cites 
a Midrafh Agadah, or an allegorical expofition of 
this place, which interprets the mountains, the Fewijh 
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no man, the worthinefs of Mo/es, who was meeker 
than any man’; and Carme/, Elijab 5. without any 
manner of foundation. . ) 

¥. 27. For thus bath the Lord faid, 8¢c.| What 
follows, is an explanation and confirmation of the 
above vifion the prophet had : the whole land fhall 
be defolate ; as he had feen; it fhould not be ma- 
nured, plowed and fown, or bring forth fruit; and 
fhould be without inhabitants, at leaft have v 
few: yet I will not make a full end; there fhould 
be fome inhabitants, who with thofe that fhould 
hereafter return from captivity, would repeople it, 
rebuild the temple, and reftore it to its priftine 
form and order, both as to things natural, civil, 
and ecclefiaftical ; but tho’ a full end of them, as 
a church and people, was not to be made now by 
the Chaldeans, yet it would be; as it has been 
done by the Romans, in the times of Ve/pafian and 
Hadrian. 

¥. 28. For this foall the earth mourn, &c.| That 
is, for the full end that will be made hereafter, 
tho’ not now; the earth may be faid to mourn, 
when the inhabitants of it do; or when it is de- 
{troyed, and is become defolate, as the Targum, 
Farchi, and Kimchi explain it; when it is unculti- 
vated and uninhabited: and the heavens above be 
black; with thick clouds, and ftorms, and tem- 
pefts; in allufion to mourners, that are clothed with 
black: thefe figures, of the earth’s mourning, and 
the heavens being clothed in black, denote the hor- 
riblenefs of that difpenfation, when there would be 
an utter deftruction of the Fewi/h nation, church, 
and polity, of which Daniel prophefies, Dan. ix. 
27: becaufe I have /poken it; im my word, as the 
Targum, in the feriptures of the Old Teftament, 
by Mofes and the prophets: J have purpofed it; or 
I have thought of it, in my counfel, as the Zar- 
gum it was a thing deliberately devifed and deter- 
mined, and therefore can never be fruftrated, or 
made void : and will uot repent ; of what was 
purpofed and predicted: either will I turn back: 
from it ; revoke or retract it; it fhall furely come 
to pafs: the ews, upon their return from the Ba- 
bylonifo captivity, and afterwards, might flatter 
themfelves that a full end would not be made of 
them, becaufe it was not then done; and therefore 
thefe feveral ftrong exprefiions are ufed to confirm 
it, and affure them of it; for the word of God 
cannot fail, his counfel fhall ftand; he is not a 
man, that he fhould lie or repent ; he will do all 
his pleafure. 

¥. 29. The whole city foail flee, &c.] Or, every 
city; for not Ferufalem only is meant, but every 
city, or the inhabitants of eyery city ; and fo the . 
Targum paraphrafes it, all the inhabitants of the 
«¢ Jand ;” who would be put into a pannic, and 
flee: for or at the noife of the horfemen and bowmens 
of which the army of the enemy would greatly con- 
fift: it intimates, that the inhabitants of Yudea 
would not ftand a battel ; but at hearing the found 
of the trampling of the horfes, and the clattering 
of the bows and arrows, that the men upon them 
had, they would flee at once: they shall go into the 
thickets, and climb upon the rocks; that is, either 
the horfemen and bowmen, who would purfue the 
inhabitants into thofe places: or rather the inha- 
bitants themfelves, who would fice thither to hide 
themfelves from their enemies ; namely, get into 
‘woods and forefts, and among the thick trees, and 
cover themfelves; and upon the higheft mountains 
‘and rocks, and into the holes and caverns of them, 


fathers; the ills, the mothers, and their merits ; | and fecure themfelves from the enemy; fee Mart. 
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xxiv. 16. the word for thickets fignifies clouds’ ; 
and Kimchi interprets it of places as high as the 
clouds, as the tops of fome mountains are, fo that 
going up to them is like entring into the clouds , 
and which are fometimes covered with thick trees, 
and look like clouds ; but the Targum explains it 
of woods or forefts: every city fhall be forfaken ; 
of its inhabitants : and not a man dwell therein; as 
the prophet had feen in his vifion, ¥. 25. this was 
to be, when a full end was made, not by the Ba. 
bylonians, but by the Romans. 

y¥. 30. And when thou art fpoiled, what wilt thou 
do? &c.] Or, O thou fpoiled*; wafted, and un- 
done creature, how wilt thou help thyfelf? by what 
means doft thou think thou canft be delivered ? it 
fuggefts that her ruin was inevitable; that fhe could 
not be recovered from it by herfelf, or any other : 
though thou clotheft thyfelf with crimfon, and fo look 
like fome rich and noble perfon; hoping thereby to 
find mercy, and to have quarter given and kindnefs 
fhown: tho’ thou deckeft thee with ornaments of gold; as 
a perfon of high and princely dignity: or rather all 
this is to be underftood of the manner of harlots, who 
drefs rich and grand, in order to allure men; fince 
it follows, though thou renteft thy face with paint- 
ing; Or, thine eyes! ; which painting dilates, as 7e- 
zebel did, 2 Kings ix. 30: in vain fhalt thou make 


CHA 


HIS chapter contains a further account of 

the deftruction of the Fews by the Chaldeans, 
and the caufes of it, the fins of the people, as want 
of juftice and truth ; being fo corrupt, that a juft 
and faithful man was not to be found among them; 
could there, the city would have been pardoned for 
his fake, y. 1. their fwearing falfely by the name 
of the Lord, y. 2. their incorrigiblenefs by cha- 
ftifements, which was the cafe not only of the 
lower, but higher rank of people, ¥. 3, 4, 5. 
wherefore the enemy, who for his cruelty is com- 
pared to a lion, a wolf, and a leopard, is threat- 
ned to be let in among them, y. 6. then other 
fins are mentioned as the caufe of it, as idolatry 
and adultery, ¥. 7, 8, 9. hence the enemy has a 
commiffion to fcale their walls, take away their 
battlements, tho’ not to make a full end, the Lord 
difowning them for his, ¥.10. becaufe of their per- 
fidy againft him, their belying of him, contradi&- 
ing what he had faid,-and defpifing the word fent 
by his’ prophets, y. 11, 12, 13. wherefore it is 
threatened, that his word like fire fhould devour 
them ; and that a diftant, mighty, and ancient na- 
tion, of a foreign fpeech, fhould invade them; who 
like an open fepulchre would devour them, and 
eat up the increafe of their fields, vineyards, flocks 
and herds, and impoverifh their cities, yet not 
make a full end of them, y. 14, Thad Od 75°08. 
and in juft retaliation fhould they ferve ftrangers 
in a foreign country, who had ferved ftrange gods 
in their own, ¥. 19. then a declaration is publith- 
ed, and an expoftulation is made with them, who 
are reprefented as foolith, ignorant, and blind, that 
they would fear the Lord; which is prefled by 
arguments taken from the power of God, in re- 
{training the fea, which had no effeé upon them ; 
and from the goodnefs of God, in giving the for- 
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thyfelf fair ; fo as to be loved ‘and’ admired ie 
from it: thy lovers will defpife thee ; as an old har- 
lot is defpifed by her former gallants, notwith=— 


ftanding all her dreffing and Pennie yea, th 


love is often turned into hatred and abhorrence, 
would be the cafe here : they will feek thy life, to 
take it away; fo far would there be from being any 
ground of expectation of help, and deliverance 
from them. EY eRe 
¥. 31. For Ihave heard a voice as of a woman 

in travail, &c.] So the diftrefs of the Fews, at the 
time of their deftruction, is compared to the for- 
rows of a woman in travail ; and a word that fig-. 
nifies that, is ufed to exprefs it, Matt. xxiv. 8: and 
the anguifh as of her that bringeth forth her frft child; 
whofe time is more difficult, her pains fharper, her 
anguifh greater, and having lefs experience the 
more impatient: she voice of the daughter of Zion 
that bewaileth herfelf, her unhappy condition, and 
miferable circumftances : that {preadeth her bands ;- 
as perfons in diftrefs do, and particularly women 
in travail: faying, wo is me now, for my foul is 
wearied becaufe of murderers; thefe abounded under 
the fecond temple, and was the reafon, the ‘Fews 
fay ", of the Sanbedrim removing from their ufual 
place in the temple; and why they left off the 
beheading of the red heifer *. a, 
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mer and latter rain, and the appointed weeks of 
the harveft, which their fins turned away and with- 
held from them, ¥. 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25. and. 
then other fins are mentioned as the caufe of 
God’s vifiting them in a way of vengeance, as the 
defrauding of men in trade, and the oppreffion of 
the fatherlefs and the poor in judgment; and falfe. 
prophefying, to the advantage of the priefts, and 
the liking of the people, y. 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 
31. 


y¥. 1. Run ye to and fro through the fireets of Fe- 
rufalem, &c.] Thefe are the words of the Lord, 
not to the prophet only, but to any other, who 
thought fit to look into the reafons of the Lord’s 
dealing in a way of judgment with the people of 
the Fews ; thefe he would have go thro’ the whole 
city of Ferufalem, every ftreet of it, and that back- 
wards and forwards, not once only, but over and 
over again: and fee now, and know, and feek in the. 
broad places thereof ; where there is commonly the 
greateft concourfe of people ; here he would have. 
them look out diligently, obferve and take cogni-. 
zance of the perfons they fhould meet with in fuch 
places: if ye can find a man; that is, as the Tar- 
gum adds, whofe works are good, and as it is after-; 
wards explained ; for as yet the city was not defo- 
late, fo as that there was no man dwelling im it, 
as it was foretold it fhould be, ch. iv. 25, 29. | It 
is reported ° of Diogenes, the Cynic philofopher, that 
he lighted up a candle in the day-time, and went. 
thro’ the ftreets with it; and being afked the rea- 
fon of it, faid, I feek a man ; that is, a man of vir- 
tue, honour, and honefty ; by which he would be 


underftood, that fuch were very rare: and fo it 
follows, if there be any that executeth at, in 
the public courts of judicature; or in private, be- 
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tween man and man: ‘shat feeketh the truth, of 
doétrine and worfhip, that feeks to fpeak it, and 
maintain it; who is true to his word, and faith- 
ful. to his promifes ; but was not one fuch to be 
found ? were there not the prophet Yeremiah, and 
Baruch, and fome others? the anfwer of Kimchi’s 
father is, that fuch were not. to be found in the 
ftreets and broad places, where the direction is to 
feek, becauie fuch were hidden in their own houfes 
for fear of wicked men; others think that the 
meaning is, that there were none to be found to 
make up the hedge, or ftand in the gap for the 
Jand, and to intercede for them, as in Ezek. xxii. 
30. and others are of opinion, that the Lord {peaks 
of men in public offices, as judges, priefts, and 
prophets, who were grown fo corrupt, as that a 
good man was not to be found among them: but 
it feems rather to defign the body of the people, 
and the fenfe to be, that an upright faithful man 
was rare to be found; and that could there be 
found but a few of that fort, the Lord would fpare 
the city for their fake, as in the cafe of Sodom, 
Gen. xviil. 32. and fo it follows, and I will pardon 
zz; the city of Ferufalem, and the inhabitants of 
it; fo the Targum, Septuagint, and Arabic verfions 
render it, ‘hen. 

¥. 2. And though they fay, the Lord liveth, &c.] 
Tt might be faid, that there were multitudes that 
made mention of the name of the Lord, that pro- 
fefled it, and fwore by it; which fometimes is put 
for the worfhip and fervice of God, Deut. x. 20. 
and therefore it could not be fo difficult a matter 
to find a man of integrity and uprightnefs among 
them ; this is anfwered, by allowing there .were 
perfons that did do fo: but then it muft be ob- 
ferved, that /urely they fwear falfely; they abufed 
the name-of God, and were guilty of perjury: or 
the fenfe is, they were only nominal profeffors, 
hypocritical worfhippers ; in words profefied to 
know God, but in works denied him ; had a form 
of religion and godlinefs, but without the power 
of it. 

¥. 3. O Lord, are not thine eyes upon the truth ? 
&c.] That is, thou haft no regard to fuch de- 
ceitful men, fuch hypocritical worfhippers and for- 
mal profeffors, but to true and upright men: God 
jooks not.at outward appearances, but to the heart; 
‘he can fee thro’ all mafks and vizards, there’s no 
deceiving of him ; he defires truth in the inward 
parts, and his eyes are on that; he has refpect to 
men that have the truth of grace, the root of the 
matter in them, oil in their veffels, together with 
the lamps of an outward profeffion : his eyes are 
on fuch as have a true inward fenfe of fin, an un- 
diflembled repentance for it, and that make a fin- 
cere, hearty, and ingenuous confeffion of it; to 
this man he looks, that is poor, and of a contrite 
fpirit; he is nigh to fuch, and dwells with them ; 
when he has no regard to the fad countenances and 
disfigured faces of pharifees ; to the tears of a pro- 
phane Efew, or to the external humiliations and 
confeffions of a wicked Pharaoh: his eyes are upon 
the internal graces of his own Spirit ; to love, that 
is in deed and in truth; to hope, that is without 
diffimulation, and to faith unfeigned: and fo the 
Septuagint, Vulgate Latin,..Syriac, and. Arabic ver- 
fiens render it, thine eyes are unto faith; or, refpec? 
faith ® , the faith of chriftians, as Ferom interprets 
it. aith is a grace well pleafing to. God, and 
every thing that is done in faith is fo, and nothing 
- elfe; it is a grace that gives glory to God, and on 
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which he has putt much honour, in thaking it the 
receiver of all the bleffings of grace, and conneét- 
ing falvation with it ; he has fo great a regard for 
it, that whatever it afks, it has of him. In fhort, 
the fenfe is, that the eyes of the Lord, of his love, 
favour, good-will, and delight, are upon fuch 
whofe hearts are upright towards him, who draw 
nigh to him in truth, worfhip him in fpirit and 
in truth, and are hearty to his caufe and interetft, 
and faithful to his word and ordinances ; who are 
lovers of truth, of Chrift, who is the truth itfelf; 
and of his gofpel, the word of truth, and the doc- 
trines of it; fee 1 Sam. xvi. 7. 2 Chron. xvi. g. 
Thou haft ftricken them, but they have not grieved ; 
that is, the Lord had corrected and chaftized them 
with afflictive providences ; he had brought his 
Judgments upon them, and had fmitten them with 
the fword, or famine, or peftilence, or fome fuch 
fore calamity, and yet it had not brought them 
to a fenfe of their fin, and to a godly forrow for 
it: thou haft confumed them, but they have refufed 
to receive correciion ; God had by his judgments 
confumed or fwept away many of them, yet the 
reft did not take warning thereby, but went on in 
their fins; or they were brought near to confump- 
tion, as Kimch? interprets it; neverthelefs remained 
obftinate and incorrigible, refufed to receive any 
correction or inftruction by fuch providences: they 
have made their faces harder than a rock, becoming 
more impudent in finning, not blufhing at, or be- 
ing afhamed for it, and unmoved by judgments 
and chaftifing providences: shey have refujed to 
return to the Lord, and to his worfhip, from 
which they revolted; or by repentance, and unto 
faith and truth, from which they had fwerved. 

y. 4. Then I faid, furely thefe are poor, they are 
foolifh, &c.| The prophet obferving, that reproofs 
and corrections in providence had no effect upon 
the people; he thought within himfelf, that furely 
the reafon muft be, becaufe thefe people are poor, 
and in low circumftances in the world, and are fo 
bufy in their worldly employments to get bread 
for their families, that they were not at leifure to 
attend unto divine things; nor of capacity to re- 
ceive inftruction and correction by providences ; 
therefore it is they were fo foolifh, ftupid, and in- 
fatuated : for they know not the way of the Lord, nor 
the judgment of their God; either the way which God 
takes in the falvation of the fons of men, and in 
juftifying of them, which is revealed in his word; 
or that which he prefcribes them to walk in, in 
his law, even the way of truth and righteoufnefs, 
and for failure of which he judges and condemns 
them ; but of thefe things they were ignorant; fee 
Fobn vii. 48, 49. not that this is obferved in ex- 
cufe for them, but in order to introduce what fol- 
lows ; and to fhow that this depravity, ftupidity, 
and ignorance, obtained among all fort of people, 
high and low, rich and poor. 

¥. 5. Iwill get me unto the great men, and {peak 
unto them, 8cc.] The princes, nobles, and judges, 
the elders of the people, the fcribes and doctors of 
the law: for they have known the way of the Lord, 
and the judgment of their God; it might be rea- 
fonably expected that they had, having had a good 
education, and being at leifure from worldly bufi- 
nefs to attend to the law, and the knowledge of 
it, and whatfoever God had revealed in his word, 
both in a way of doctrine and duty : but thefe have 
altogether broken the yoke, and burft the bonds; the 
yoke of the law, and the bonds of his precepts, 
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with which they were bound; thefe they broke off 
from them, and would not be obliged and re- 
ftrained by them, but tranfgreffed and rejected 
them. 


¥. 6. Wherefore a lion out of the foreft foall flay | falem, the inhabitants of it, the common 


them, &c.] Meaning king Nebuchadnezzar out of 
Babylon, a place full of people, and fo comparable 
to a forett, as the king is to.a lion, for his ftrength, 
fiercenefs and cruelty ; and who came from thence, 
befieged and took Ferufalem; and who not only 
flew their young men with the fword, but alfo the 
king’s fons, and the princes and nobles of Fudab, 
2 Chron. xxxvi. 17. Fer. lito. fee ch. iv. 7: and 
a wolf of the evenings foall {poil them, which, hav- 
ing fought for its prey all the day, or not daring 
to go out for any, is hungry, raging and furious, 
and tears and deftroys whatever it meets with; fee 
Zeph. iii. 3. fo the Targum and Kimchi underftand 
it of fuch a woif; but Farchi and Ben Melech in- 
terpret it, 2 wolf of the defert, or deferts 5) as the 
word 3 will bear to be rendered; one that frequents 
defert places, and ranges about in the wildernefs ; 
as the king: of Badylon with his army did among 


the wildernefs of the people of the nations about’ 


him, and at length fpoiled Fudea, and laid it de- 
folate :, @ leopard foall watch over their cities, the 
fame enemies, who are compared to watchers, and 
to keepers of a field, ch. iv. 16,17. Kimchi in- 
terprets the lion, of a king, that being the king 
among beafts; the wolf, of hisarmy; and the leo- 
pard, of the princes of the army; and fo the Tar- 
gum, ‘* wherefore a king with his army fhall come 
. * up againft them, as a lion out of the foreft ; 
“¢ and the people, who are ftrong as the wolves 
of the evening, fhall flay them ; and the rulers, 
who are mighty as the leopard, fhall make a 
prey of them, watching over their cities ;” but 
archi applies them to the feveral monarchies ,; by 
the lion, he underftands the kingdom of Babylon ; 
‘by the wolf, the kingdom of the Medes; and by 
the leopard, the kingdom of Greece ; and fo Ferom : 
every one that goes out thence; from any of the 
cities of Fudea, watched by the enemy: fall be 
torn in pieces; by thofe beafts of prey. archi adds 
by the Perfians , the reafon of all which follows, 
and fhows it to be a righteous judgement of God 
‘upon them: ecaufe their tranfereffions are many , 
their rebellions againft God, their violations of his 
righteous law were not a few, but many; God 
had bore long with them, and they had abufed 
his patience and long-fuffering ; and therefore now 
he determines to punifh them by fuch inftruments : 
and their back/lidings are increafed ,; tho’ he had fo 
often, aid fo kindly and tenderly invited them to 
return unto him, ch. iii. 12, 14, 22. 

¥. 7. How fhall I pardon thee for this? &c.] 
Becaufe of their manifold tran{grefiions, and mul- 
tiplied. backflidings ,; or wherefore, or for what, 
feall I pardon thee * ?. as the Targum, can any rea- 
fon be given why I fhould? »what goodnefs is there 
in thée, or done by thee, that I fhould do ‘this 
unto thee? The particle 8, according to Kimchi, 
is a word of exclamation ; and according to Yar- 
chi, of admiration; and may ‘be rendered, Ob! 
jor this ‘hall I pardon 2? how can it be ? R. Mena- 
chem, in Farchi, takes it to be the fame with PN 
not; and to be rendered, not for this will I pardons 
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and fo is an affirmation, ‘and fixed refolution not “| 


to pardon, and that for the following reafons » thy 
children have forfaken me, my worfhip, as the Dars 


gum interprets it; that is, the children of Yeru= 


as 
diftinguifhed from their fathers, the civil and ec- 
clefiaitical rulers ; fee Matt. xxiii. 37. the’ not to 
the exclufion of them; for they were guilty of 
the fame fin in forfaking the word, worthip and 
ordinances of God: and fworn by them that are no 
gods; by the name of idols, as the Largum; ors 
by thofe things which are not god, as Noldius* ren= 
ders the words; who rightly obferves, that there 
were other things befides idols that they fwore by, 
as the heaven and earth, temple, altar, @c. with 
which the Arabic verfion agrees; when an oath 
ought only to be taken in the name of the living 
God; or, fwore without God; without making 
mention of the name of the true God: when £ 
had fed them to the full, with the good things of 
life; gave them all things richly to-enjoy; the 
beft provifions, and fulneis of them; fo that they 
had all that heart could wifh for. There is in 
the Hebrew text a beautiful paranomafia*, between 
the word ufed for fwearing in the former claufe, 
and this for feeding here: they then committed adul- 
tery; either idolatry, which is fpiritual adultery ; 
or adultery literally taken ; as it feems from the 
following verfe. This is the confequence of their 
being full fed; and that is an agoravation of this 
their fin againft God, and their neighbour; fee 
Deut, XxXii. 13, 14, 15, 16: and ajjembled them- 
[elves by troops in the barlots boufes; either in the 
temples of idols, or in the ftews or brothel-houfes, 
where harlots proftituted themfelves; their poing 
thither’in troops, or in great numbers, fhews both 
how univerfal and how public this fin was, and 
how impudent and barefaced they were in the com- 
miffion of it. 

¥.8. They were as fed borfes in the morning, 
&c.] Adulterers are compared to horfes, Becaufe 
they are very falacious and luftful creatures ; where- 
fore the Septuagint renders the word, horfes are be- 
come mad after the females; or, as horfes mad after. 


| the females are they become; and efpecially to fuch 


as are well kept and are fat, and who, having 
much food given them in the night, and bei 
full in the morning, go forth neighing, as Kimchi 
obferves ; and are the more falacious in the morn- 
ing, by being fo well fed all night, as thofe per- 
fons were, as is exprefled in the preceding verfe; 
tho’ fome render the word to:Dw9, tranflated iz 
the morning, for which fenfe of it fee Hof vi. 4. 
drawing out"; that is, the genital member, as la- 
{civious horfes do. The word is difficult of in+ 
terpretation. The Zargum calls them field or wood- 
horfes ; horfes that run in fields and woods, and 
are very vicious and wanton : every one neighed after 
his neighbour's wife; coveted and lufted after her, 
fignified his luftful defires, and fought an’ 
tunity to defile her. Neighing is a fign of lu 
and keeps up the metaphor of the horfe. po 
¥.9. Shall I not vifit for thefe things, faith tha 
Lord? &c.] For fuch adulteries and Is if 
nefs, and that in a way of punifhment. TI 
gum adds, ** to bring evil upon them ;” th 
of punifhment for the evil of fin : ond foall not 
ogi? << my 
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my foul be avenged on fuch a nation as this ? which 
cannot delight in fin, but hates it; and therefore 
muft punifh for it ; vindictive and punitive juttice 
is effential to God ; as fin is contrary to his nature, 
it is agreeable to it to punifh for it ; he cannot but 
do it; and he does avenge all fin, either on the 
finner himfelf, or on his furety. + 

¥. 10. Go ye up upon ber walls, and deftroy, &c.] 
Thefe are the words of the prophet, or of the 
Lord by the prophet, to the Chaldeans, ordering 
them to afcend the walls of Feru/alem, and break 
them down, as they did, even all the walls of it 
round about, Yer. lii. 7.14. there can be nothing 
done without the Lord’s will ; and there is no evil 
in a city, but what is done, or ordered, or fuffered 
to be done by him, mos iii. 6: but make not a full 
end, meaning not of the walls, for a full end was 
made of them, they were broken down all around , 
but of the people ; there were a remnant to be pre- 
ferved from the fword, and to be carried captive, 
and to be returned into their,own land again, after 
aterm of years: take away ber battlements ; which 
muft mean not the battlements of their houfes, or 
of the temple; but of their walls, the fortifica- 
tions that run out like branches without the wall ”. 
Kimchi interprets them, the teeth of the wall; the 
Septuagint verfion renders the word, the under-props ; 
and the Syriac and Arabic verfions, the foundations 


of it. The word properly fignifies the branches of 


a vine; wherefore Jarchi takes the word for walls, 
in the preceding claufe, to fignify the rows of a 
vineyard; and the fews are fometimes compared 
to a vineyard; and here the Chaldeans are called 
upon to enter into it, to come upon the rows of 
the vines in it, and take away its branches: for 
they are not the Lord’s; either the walls and the 
battlements are not the Lord’s, he difowns them, 
and will not guard them, and protect them any 
more; or rather the people are not the Lord’s, he 
has written a Lo-ammi upon them; they are not 
the people of God, nor the branches of Chrift the 
true vine. The Septuagint, Syriac and Arabic ver- 
fions read the words without the negative, /eave 
her under props, or ber foundations, becaufe they are 
the Lord's. The Targum is, ‘* go upon her cities, 
<¢ and deftroy, and make not a full end; deftr 
““ her palaces, for the Lord has no pleafure in 
“* them.” 

y. 11. For the houfe of Tjrael, and the houfe of 
Fudab have dealt very treacheroufly againft me, &c.] 
This is a reafon why fuch orders are given to the 
army of the Chaldeans to afcend the walls of fe- 
vujalem and deftroy them ; namely, the perfidy 
both of the ten tribes, fignified by the houfe of 
Tjrael ; fo Abarbinel, and of the two tribes of Fu- 
dab and Benjamin, fignified by the houfe of Fudah, 
which was very great, and attended with agera- 
vated circumftancés ; inftances of it follow. The 
Targum is, ‘* they have dealt very falfly with my 
*¢ word:” faith the Lord , for this was not the charge 
of the prophet againft them, but of the Lord him- 
felf. This can only be underftood of fuch of the 
ten tribes as remained in Yudea, for the body of 
that people had been carried captive many years 
ago ; whofe fins fudah imitated; and being alfo 
the pofterity of J/rael, may be fo called. 

‘y¥. 12. hey have belied the Lord, and faid it 
is not he, &c.] Or, denied the Lord*, as fome 


; 405 
render the words, faying that there was no God ; 
which, tho’ they might not deliver in exprefs 
words, yet inafmuch as they denied his providence, 
and difbelieved his word by his prophets, it was 
tacitly denying that there was a God, or that the 
Lord was God. The meaning of the phrafe, ot 
he, may be, he takes no notice of what is done 
by us; he does not concern himfelf with our af- 
fairs; nor has he given any fuch orders to our 
enemies, as above; nor faid thefe things by the 
prophets, which are pretended : neither fhall evil 
come upon us; they fpeak of: neither fhall we fee 


Jword nor famine ; war and fieges; and famine, the 


confequence of them. 
¥.13. And the prophets fhall become wind, 8&c.] 
Their prophecies fhall vanifh into air ; they hall 
become of no effe@t; they fhall never be accom- 
plifhed:: and the word is not in them; not the word 
of the Lord; he never fpoke by them; they fpeak 
of themfelves ; they never were infpired or com- 
miffioned by him to fay what they do: thus fhall 
it be done unto them; the fame evils they fay fhall 
befal us, fhall come upon them ; they fhail perifh 
by the fword or famine; we have reafon to be 
lieve that our predictions are as good as theirs, 
and will be fulfilled: or, thus let it be done to 
them¥; as they have prophefied fhall be done to 
us; and fo are an imprecation. The Targum in- 
terprets the whole of the falfe prophets, as if they 
were the words of the Lord concerning them, which 
is, ** but the falfe prophets fhall be for nothing, 
‘¢ and their falfe prophecy fhall not be confirmed ; 
“* this revenge fhall be taken of them ;” and fo 
Kimchi interprets it of the prophets that prophefied 
peace to them, and faid that the above-mentioned 
fhould not come upon them; and archi takes 
the laft claufe to be the words of the prophet to 
them that fay the above words ; namely, that thus 
it fhall be done to them, what the Lord has 
faid. 
¥. 14. Wherefore thus faith the Lord God of hofts, 
becaufe ye [peak this word, &c.] That it is not the 
Lord; it is not he that fpeaks ; it is no prophecy 
of him, and therefore fhall become wind, and come 
to nothing : debold, I will make my word in thy 
mouth fire ; it fhall have its effect, and a dreadful 
one ; it fhall not become wind, but be as fire, not 
to enlighten the underftanding, to purify the con- 
fcience, and warm the heart; but to torture, di- 
ftrefs and deftroy, as the fire of the word out of 
the mouths of the two witnefles, Rev. xi. 5: and 
this people wood, and it fhall devour them, as wood 
is devoured by fire, fo fhall this people -be de- 
ftroyed by fword and famine, as the word of the 
prophecy has declared they fhould; and which was 
done by the following means. 
y.15. Lo, I will bring a nation upon you from 
far, &c.) From Babylon, as in ch.iv. 16: O houfe 
of Ifrael, faith the Lord; tho’ the houfe of Jrael 
is generally taken for the ten tribes, efpecially when 
diftinguifhed from the houfe of Fudab ; yet here it 
feems to defign the Fews, the pofterity of Facod, 
or J/rael in the land of Fudea; for T/rael, or the 
ten tribes, were carried captive into Afyria before 
this time: i¢ is @ mighty nation, ftrong and power- 
ful; fo mighty that they would not be able to op- 
pofe them, and ftand before them: #¢ is an ancient 
nation ; the Babylonifp monarchy was the moft an- 
cient 5 
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¥. 18. Neverthele/s, in thofe days, &¢e.] When 
thefe things fhould be done by the king of Babylon 
and his army: /aith the Lord, I will not make a 
full end with you; this was to be done at another 
time, not now; fee the notes on ch. iv.27. and — 
v. to. tho’ fome think that this is a threatnine of | 
more and greater calamities; that this would not - 
be all he would do to them ; he had not yet done ; 
he had other evils and calamities to bring upon 
them, particularly a long captivity. hae 

¥.19. And it foall come to pafs, when ye fhall 
fay, &c.] That is, the people of the Jews, to 
whom the prophet belonged, after they had been 
fpoiled by the enemy, and carried captive: where- 
fore doth the Lord our God all thefe things unto us 2 
as if they were innocent and guiltlefs, and had 
done nothing to provoke the Lord to anger; and 
it may be obferved, that they profefled to know. 
the Lord in words, and call him their God, tho’ 
in works they had denied him; and they own the 
hand of the Lord in all thofe evils that would now 
be come upon them; tho’ before’ they had faid 
they were not fpoken by the Lord, nor would they 
befal them, ¥.12: thou shalt then anfwer them ; 
that is, the prophet Feremiah, inthe name of the. 
Lord: like as ye have forfaken me, and ferved firange 
gods in your land; when they were in their own 
land, they forfook the worfhip and ordinances of 
God, and ferved the idols of the Gentiles, as the 
Targum rightly explains it: /o /hall ye ferve firangers 
in a land that is not yours ; which fome underftand 
of ftrange gods; but rather it defigns ftrange lords, 
as the Chaldeans in the land of Babylon, a land not 
theirs ; and {0 it is meafure for meafure, a juft re- 
taliation in righteous judgment upon them. ; 

y. 20. Declare this in the houfe of Facob, &c.4 
That a mighty nation fhould come and deftroy 
them, and they fhould be fervants in a ftrange 
land; or rather the words feem to be an order to 
declare war again{t the Jews, and even in their 
own land; and don’t feem to be addrefied to the 
prophet, but to others, feeing the words are in 
the plural number ; fee ch. iv. 5: and publifh it in 
Fudab ,; the houfe of acob and Fudab are the fame, 
namely the two tribes of Benjamin and Judah for 
as for the ten tribes, as obferved on ¥. 15. they 
had been carried captive before this time: /aying 5 
as follows, 

y. 21. Hear now this, O foolifh people, and with- 
out underftanding, &c.] Or, beart*; fee the note | 
on ch. iv. 22 : which have eyes and fee not, which 
have ears and bear not; like the idols they ferved, 

Pf. cxv. 4—8. this is an upbraiding of them with 
their folly and ftupidity, their want of common 
fenfe, their blindnefs and ignorance, notwithftand- 
ing they had the means of light and knowledge, — 
the law, and the prophets. ea 

y.22. Fear ye not me, faith the Lord? 
They did not fear the Lord, and this is a re 
to them for the'want of it, which is a 
of their ignorance and folly; for the f 
Lord is the beginning of wifdom, 
and where that is, there is true wifdom 
‘it is not, there is nothing but igno 
|pidity : will ye not tremble at my p 
his wrath and anger, juftly refe 
to him. The Largum is, “ from 


cient ; it began in the times of Nimrod, Gen. x. 10. 
and therefore mutt be a nation of great power and 
experience that had fo long fubfilted, and confe-. 
quently muft be formidable to others: @ nation 
whofe language thou knoweft not; which was the 
Syriac language : this ’tis plain was not known by 
the common people among the Fews in Hezekiah’s 
time, tho’ fome of the chief men underftood it ; 
wherefore Radjbakeb, the king of Afyria’s general, 
would not deliver his railing fpeech in the Syriac 
language, which only the princes underftood; but 
in the Hebrew language, the language of the com- 
mon people, 2 Kings xviii. 26, 28. tho’, after the 
captivity, this language was underftood by the Fews, 
and was commonly fpoken by them, as it was in 
our Lord’s time: weither underflandeft what they 
fay; fo would be barbarians to each other; nor 
could they expect any mercy from them, or that 
quarters would be given them, when their peti- 
tions for favour and life could not be underftood. 

¥. 16. Their quiver is an open fepulchre, &c.] 
The Chaldeans ufed bows and arrows in fighting ; 
and the quiver is a cafe for arrows; and the phrafe 
denotes, that their arrows would do great execu- 
tion, and be very mortal; fo that a quiver of them 
would be as devouring as an open grave, into which 
many dead are caft. The Septuagint and Arabic 
verfions have not this claufe ; and the Syriac ver- 
fion renders it, whofe throats are as open fepulchres ; 
fee Rom, iii. 13: they are all mighty men; {trong in 
body, of bold and courageous {pirits, expert in 
war, and ever victorious; fo that there was no 
hope of being delivered out of their hands. 

¥. 17. And they fhall eat up thine harveft, &c.] 
The ftanding corn in the fields,. cut it down, and 
give it as fodder to their horfes, which is ufually 
done by armies ; or the increafe of the earth, when 
gathered into the barn, which fo great an army 
would confume: and thy bread, which includes all 
kind of provifions > which shy fons and thy daugh- 
ters foould eat ; which is an aggravation of the ca- 
lamity and mifery, that that fhould become the 
prey of their enemies, which they with fo much 
labour and pains had provided for their children, 
who would now be deprived of it, and fuffer want. 
The Targum renders it, ‘* fhall kill thy fons and 
*¢ thy daughters ;” that is, with the fword ; and 
fo Kimchi interprets it; and fo other verfions read, 
they fhall eat up, or devour thy fons and thy daugh- 
ters *; the {word eat them up, or devoured them ; 
and they who befieged them, were the caufe or oc- 
cafion of their being eaten literally, even by their 
own parents; fee Lam. ii. 20. andiv. 10: they fhall 
eat up thy flocks, and thy herds; their fheep and 
oxen, as the Zargum interprets it: they /hall eat up 
thy vines and thy fig-trees; that is, the fruit of 
them, as the fame paraphrafe explains it: they shall 
impoverifo thy fenced cities, wherein thou truftedft, 
with the fword; that is, fuch ftrong and fortified 
cities as Ferufalem, and others, in which the Fews 
trufted they fhould be fafe from their enemies ; 
thefe the Chaldeans would enter into, kill with the 
fword thofe they found in garrifons, demolith the 
fortifications, take away what wealth and riches 
were laid up there, and fo impoverifh them, and 
render them weak and. defencelefs.. The Targum 
of this claufe is, ‘* fhall deftroy the fortified cities 
~** of thy land, in whichthou truftedft, thou fhouldft 
** be fate from thofe that kill with the fword.” 
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rey : 

_ the word ° fignifies : which have placed the fand for 
the bound of the fea, by a perpetual decree, that it 
cannot pa/s it. This is a very wonderful thing in 
nature, that the earth and fea, being {fpherical,. 
and making one terraquéeous globe, and the waters 
of the fea being higher than the earth, fhould be 
fo bounded and reftrained by the power and pro- 
vidence of God, as not to overflow the earth, and 
that by means of the fand, which is: penetrable, 
flexible and moveable; and yet this is fet as a 
bound, and by the decree of God remains firm and 
ftable, and that for ever, fo that the fea cannot 
bear it down, go thro’ it, or over it: and tho’ the 
waves thereof tofs themfelves, yet can they not pre- 
wail; iho’ they roar, yet can they not pafs over it ; 
even when the fea is the moft tumultuous and ra- 
ging. This is an inftance of the mighty power 
of God, and carries in it an argument and reafon 
why he fhould be feared; and yet furch was the 
ftupidity of this people, that tho’ they faw this 
with their eyes, the fea and the toffings of it, and 
the fand fet as a bound to it, and an effeCtual 
one, and heard the roarings and ragings of the 
waves of it in vain; yet they feared not the Lord 
that did all this; and fo fhowed themfelves more 
ftupid and difobedient than the fea and its waves, 
which ‘obeyed their maker, tho’ deftitute of fenfe 
and reafon; fee ‘fob xxvi. 10. and xxxviii. 8—11. 
Pf. civ. 6, 9. Prov. viii. 29. 

¥.23. But this people bath a revolting and a re- 
bellious heart, &c.| They are not fo obedient as 
the fea and its waves; nor fo firm and ftable as 

the fand that is fet for the bound of it. This is a 
reproof and an ageravation of the revoltings and 
rebellions of this people: they are revolted and gone , 
they had departed from the ways of the Lord, and 
were gone back from his worfhip, as the Targum , 
and were gone into evil ways, and to a falfe wor- 
fhip ; they not only had revolted, but they went 
on, they continued therein, and went further and 
further off from God and his worfhip. 

¥.24. Neither fay in their heart, &c.] Tt came 


not into their mind, they never once thought of | 


it, namely, of what follows, ket us now fear the 
Lord our Ged; they were not influenced and en- 
gaged to the fear of God, neither by his power in 
the preceding inftance, nor by his goodnefs in the 
following one: that giveth rain; in common, all 
the year round, at proper times, for the ufe of 
men and beafts. This is a pure gift of God, and 
an inftance of his goodneis, and is peculiar to 
him, what none of the gods of the Gentiles could 
give, Fer. xiv. 22: both the former and the latter 
in his feafon; there were two particular feafons in 
the year, in which the land of J/rael had rain ; the 
one was in the month Marchefvan, anfwering to 
part of Oéfober, and part of November, and this 
was the former rain, after the feed was fown in the 
eatth ; and the other was in the month of Ni/an, 
anfwering to part of March, and part of April, 
juft before the time of harveft, and this was the 
latter rain: be referveth unto us the appointed wecks 
of the barveft , which was reckoned by weeks, be- 
eaufe of the feven weeks between the paflover and 
pentecoft: the barley-harveft began at the former, 
-and the wheat-harveft at the latter, called the feaft 


of weeks; Exed. xxxiv. 22. and thefe were ap- 


> Significantifima imprimis vox ef San, que fignificat ita angi ut parturiens, ‘Schmidt.’ 
cit, Vatablas, i.e. quifque eorum, Pifcator ; afpicient, Pagninus. 


407 


pointed of God, the harveft itfelf, Gev. viii. 22; 
and the weeks in which it was gathered in, Lev. 
Xxili. 15, 16. and thefe appointments and promifes 
the Lord carefully obferved, and faithfully kept. 

¥. 25. Your iniquities have turned away thefé 
things, &c.| Whereas of late years, rain was with- 
held from them in common, and they had not the 
former and latter rain in its feafon, nor the ap- 
pointed weeks of the harveft, and fo their land 
was barren, and famine enfued. This was to be 
afcribed, not to the want of goodnefs and faith- 
fulnefs in God, but to their own iniquities; thefe 
mercies were kept back from them in order to 
humble them,, and bring them to a fenfe of their 
fins, and anacknowledgment of them: amd your 
Sins bave withholden good things from you; as rain 
from heaven, and fruitful feafons, and had alfo 
brought many evil things upon them; for more 
is underftood than is exprefied. 

¥.26. For among my people are found wicked men, 
&c.] Not a few only, but in general they ap- 
peared to be fo, upon an enquiry into their cha- 
racter and conduct; for otherwife it would not 
have been fo difficult to find a good man among 
them, as is fuggefted ¥.1: they lay wait as he that 
fetteth {nares , or, they look about *; that is, as 
Kimchi interprets it, every man-looks in the ways 
to fee if a man paffed by, that he might rob him 
of what he had; as a man that lays {nares, or fets 
a trap to catch birds in: or, every one looks out, 
when they that lay fnares reft*; and fo they are 
more diligent and conftant in catching men, than 
fuch perfons are in catching birds: they fet a trap; 
or dig a pit, or diich*; for men to fallin; fee Pf 
vii. 15: they catch men; ‘and rob them of their 
fubftance ; or by their ill examples and counfels 
draw them into fin, and fo into ruin; or, circum- 
vent them in trade and bufinefs. . 

y.27. As a cage is full of birds, &c.| Farchi 
and Kimchi underftand it of a place in which fowls 
are brought up and fattened, what we call a penn 5 
and fo the Targum renders it, an houfe or place of 
fattening. The word is rendered a dajket in Amos 
viii. 1, 2..and may here defign one in which birds 
taken in fnares, or by hawking, were put. The 
Septuagint verfion, and thofe that follow it; ren- 
der it, a fware; which agrees with what goes be- 
fore. It feems to intend a decoy, in which many 
birds are put to allure others; and what with them, 
and thofe that are drawn in by them, it becomes 
very full, and this fenfe of the comparifon is fa- 
voured by the reddition or application, which fol- 
lows: fo are their houfes full of deceit ; of mammon, 
gathered by deceit, as Kimchi interprets it, un- 
godly mammon ; riches got in a fraudulent ways 
by cozening and cheating, tricking and over-reach- 
ing: therefore they are become great; in worldly 
things, and in the efteem of men, and in their 
own opinion, tho’ of no account with God: and 
qwaxen rich; not with the true riches, the riches of 
grace, the unfearchable riches of Chrift, his dura- 
ble riches and righteoufnefs ; nor indeed with the 
riches of the world, honeftly and lawfully gotten ; 
but with unrighteous mammon. 

y. 28. They are waxen fat, they foine, &c.] Be- 
coming rich they grew fat, and their faces fhone 
thro’ fatnefs; fo oil, delicious food and good living, 
: as 
« © Wty afpi- 
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as it fattens men, it makes their faces to fhine ; 
fee Pf. civ. 15: yea, they overpafs the deeds of the 
wicked ; tho’? they pretended to religion, the fear 
and worfhip of God, yet they committed crimes 
more heinous than the moft abandoned and pro- 
fligate finners: or, they exceed the words of the 
wicked‘; either they fpeak words more wicked 
than they ; or do fuch aétions as are not to be 
expreffed by words, and which even a wicked man 
would hardly chufe to name. The Targum is, 
“* they tranfgrefs the words of the law ;” and the 
Vulgate Latin verfion comes pretty near it, they 
have paffid over my words very badly; as if they 
referred to the words of the law and the prophets : 
they judge not the caufe, the caufe of the fatherle/s; 
this fhows that it was not the common people only 
that were become fo wicked, but the judges and 
civil magiftrates; and who were fo far from doing 
juftice between man and man in all civil cafes 
that came before them, that they would not even 
exercife right judgment in the cafe of the father- 
lefs; who not only require juftice to be done them, 
but mercy and pity to be fhown them: yet they 
profper ; in the world, and increafe in riches ; have 
health of body, and profperity in their families ; 
nor are they in trouble as other men: this fome- 
times has been trying to good men to obferve; fee 
Pf. \xxiii. 3—14. and particularly to the prophet 
Feremy, ch. xii. 1, 2: Or, that they may pro/per ® , 
as Farchi interprets it ; and to the fame fenfe is the 
Targum, ** if they had judged the judgment of 
<¢ the fatherlefs they would have profpered ;” but 
the former fenfe is beft; and which Kimchi gives 
into, and agrees with what goes before concerning 
the riches and profperous eftate of thofe men : and 
the right of the needy do they not judge, becaufe they 
are poor, and can’t fee them, they’ll not under- 
take their caufe; or if it comes before them, they’ll 
not do them juftice, being bribed by the rich that 
oppofe them. 

¥.29. Shall I not vifit for thefe things? &c.] See 
the note on ¥. 9. 

xX. 30. A wonderful and horrible thing is committed 
in the land.} What may juftly raife admiration in 
fome, and horror in others, or both in all: it is 
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fo amazing that it can hardly be conceived oie 
fo fhameful.and filthy as not to be exprefled ; what _ 
it is follows, 
¥. 31: Ihe prophets prophefied faly, 
the people would have peace and profperity, and | 
not be carried captive into Babylon, as Jeremiah 
and other true prophets of the Lord had p 
dicted : and the priefts bear rule by their means; 
or rather, the princes ; for the word fignifies princes 
as well as priefts, and to the former governme: 
more properly belongs ; and fo archi interprets it, 
of the judges of the people, and their exactors ; 
thefe governed the people according to the words 
of the falfe prophets, as the fame writer explains 
it; they were uzder their influence and direction, 
they went after them, as the phrafe 4) Sy is fome- 
times ufed; fee 1 Chron. xxv. 2, 3, 6. 2 Chron. xvii. 
14. and xxxi. 15. 2 Sam. xv. 18. or, as Kimchi un- 
derftands it, the priefts received gifts by their hands 
to pervert judgment, and they declined doing ju- 
{tice, according to their will. ‘The Targum is, ** the 
‘* priefts helped upon their hands ;” took the falfe 
prophets as it were, and carried them in their 
hands, Some render it, the priefis remove, or de- 
part by their means"; thro’ their falfe prophefies 
they departed from the law, and the worfhip of 


‘ 


i 


God, and his ordinances, from attending to them, . 


and performing them in the manner appointed ; 
in the whole it denotes great friendfhip, unity and 
agreement between the priefts or princes, and the 
falfe prophets; they agreed together to keep the 
people in awe and in bondage; and what was of 
all the moft furprizing, is what follows: amd my 
people love to have it fo; both that the prophets 
prophefy fmooth things to them, tho’ falfe; and 
that the princes fhould govern as they direéted : 
and what will ye do in the end thereof ? that thefe 
evils will bring unto; namely, the deftruétion of 
the city and nation. The meaning is, what will 
become of them at laft? or what would they do, 
when this wicked government would come to an 
end, and they fhould be taken and carried captive 
by the Chaldeans ? which would be their cafe; and 
how would they like that, who love to have things 
as they were, which would bring on their ruin ? 


CiinA Peeve 


HIS chapter is of the fame argument with 
the former; and contains two things in it, 
the deftruction of Ferufalem by the Babylonians, and 
the caufes of it, which are intermixedly handled in 
it; a lively defcription is made of the notice of the 
approach of the enemy by blowing of trumpets 
and firing of beacons, ¥.1. and of the fiege of 
the city, by pitching tents around it, cafting up 
a mount againft it, and fcaling its walls at noon 
and by night, ¥. 2,3, 4,5, 6. and this deftruc- 
tion is illuftrated by the fimile of gleaning of grapes, 
~y.g. and amplified by the univerfality of it, with 
“refpect to perfons and things ; it reaching to per- 
fons of every age, and in every ftate, as old men, 
young men and children, hufbands and wives, and 
to all forts of poffeffions, houfes and fields, y. 11, 
12, 21. a defcription is given of the inftruments of 
it, the Chaldeans, ¥. 22, 23. and it is aggravated 
by the anxiety, diftrefs and forrow the ¥ews would | 
be in on account of it, ¥. 24, 25,26. the caufes 


7 yy AT PAY tranfcendunt verba mali, Schmidt ; tranfierant verba mali, Cocceius, 
* So R. Sol. Urbin, Ohel Moed, fol, 63.1. 


rentur, Gataker. 


of it are in general the great aboundings of fin. 
and wickednefs in the midft of them, illuftrated 
by a fountain cafting out its waters, ¥. 6, 7. in 
particular, their neglect and contempt of the word 
of the Lord, y. 10. the fin of covetoufnefs, which 
prevailed among all forts of people, high and low, 
in civil or religious life, ¥. 13. the unfaithful 

of the prophets to the people, declaring peace, 
when there was none, y. 14. their impenitence and 
hardnefs, ¥. 15. their difregard to all inf 
and warnings, ¥. 16, 17. their rejection of 
and the precepts of it, ¥. 18, 19. their hy, 
facrifices, ¥. 20. and the chapter is co 
an addrefs to the prophet, fetting f 
racter and office, and the end of it, 


refining metal in a furnace fuccels 
29, 30. 


&e.] That. ’ 


~ 


Ch.viy.1—4. FYERE 

¥. 1. O ye children of Benjamin, &c.] The tribe 
of Benjemin was with the tribe of Fudab, and con- 
tinued with that in the pure worfhip of God when 
the ten tribes revolted; and in the land of J/rael, 
when they were carried captive ; and befides Zeru- 
falem, at leat part of it, was in the tribe of Ben- 
jamin, and particularly Anathoth, which was Fere- 
-wmiah’s native place, was in that tribe; and this all 
together is a reafon why the children of Benjamin 
are fo diitin&tly addrefled : gather yourfelves to 
free ont of the miaft of Ferufalem; where fome of 
this tribe lived, or had betaken themfelves for 
fafety : or the ews in general may be meant; for 
as Ephraim is often put for the ten tribes, fo Ben- 
jamin tay be put for the two tribes, as Judah 
frequently is: or the words may be rendered, de 
ye firong ' out of the midft of Ferufalem, as by the 
Septuagint, and others; and the fenfe may be, ga- 
ther together in bodies out of Ferufalem, and form 
yourielves into companies, and into an army, and 
be prepared to meet the enemy, and fight him, who 
is near at hand; quit yourfelves like men, and be 
ftrong ; fhew courage and valour ; perhaps this. is 
fpoken ironically, as Kimchi thinks it is; tho’ he 
interprets the word, flee ye; that is, if ye can find 
a place to flee to; and the Targum is, ‘* remove 
“< out of the midft of Ferufalem ;” but it feems 
rather to be a direction to go forth and meet the 
enemy, by what follows: and blow the trumpet in 
Tekoa ,; as an alarm of war, to give the people 
notice of an invafion ; that the enemy was at hand, 
and therefore fhould provide themfelves with ar- 
mour, and gather together to meet and oppofe 
him. Tekoa was a city in Fudah, 2 Chron. xi. 5, 6. 
famous for a wife woman in it, in the times of 
David, 2 Sam. xiv.2. Ferom fays it was twelve 
miles from Yeru/alem, and might be feen with the 
eye; fo that probably it was built on a very high 
hill, and for that reafon chofen to blow the trum- 
pet on, that it might be heard far and near; and 
which may be confirmed from its being faid* to 
be the chief place in the land of J/rael for the beft 
oil, fince olives grow on hills and mountains. There 
is in the claufe a beautiful paronomafia', which 
thofe, who underftand the Hebrew language, will 
eafily obferve: and fet up a fire in Beth-haccerem. 
This place, as Ferom fays, lay between Ferufalem 
and Tekoa ; one of this name is mentioned in Ned, 
in. 14. The Targum renders it, ‘* the houfe of the 
** valley of the vineyards ;” and in the Mi/nab™ 
mention is made of the valley of Beth-baccerem, 
the duft of which was red, and when water was 
poured upon it became hard ; and this valley per- 
haps took its name from the town, which might 
be built upon an hill, and was famous for vines, 
from whence it was fo called; and here might be 
a very high tower; for, as Kimchi and Ben Melech 
obferve, it fignifies a high tower, for the keepers 
of the vines to fit and watch the vines all about; 
and this was a very proper place to fet up the fign 
of fire in, to give notice to the country all around ; 
for it was ufual with all nations, Perfians, Grecians 


and Romans, to fignify in the night by figns of 


fire, by burning torches, and the like, either the 
approach of an enemy, or fuccour from friends ; 
the former was done by fhaking and moving their 
torches, the latter by holding them ftill"; fee 
Fudg. xx. 38, 40; for evil appeareth out of the north; 
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Nebuchadnezzar and his army out of Babylon, which 
lay north of Ferufalem: and great deftruétion ; fee 
ch. i. 14, and iv. 6. 

¥.2: I have likened the daughter of Zion to a 
comely and delicate woman.] ‘That dwells at home, 
and lives in pleafure, and delicioufly, in great peace 
and quietnefs, in entire eafe and fecurity, in no 
fear of enemies, or apprehenfion of danger ; and 


fo it defcribes the fecure ftate of the Fews. Kimchi 


and Ben Melech fupply the word woman as we do ; 
but others fupply /awd or pajfture; and think that 


the ‘Few nation is compared to pleafant and de- 
lightful lands and paftures, which are inviting to 
fhepherds to come and pitch their tents about 
them; as follows. 
dered, O beautiful and delicate one, I have cut off, 


The words are by fome ren- 


or deftrayed the daughter of Zion®; in which fenfe 
the word is ufed in J/. vi. 5. Hof: iv. 5. and to this 


purpofe is the Targum, ** O beautiful and delicate 


“* one, how haft thou corrupted thy ways, there- 


** fore the congregation of Zion is confounded ?” 


but the former fenfes feem to be beft; in which 
the word ufed is underftood as having the figni- 
fication of likening or comparing; for which fee 
Cant. i. 9. 

¥. 3. The fhepberds with their flocks fhall come 
unto ber, &c.] Kings and their armies, as the 
Targum paraphrafes it; kings and generals are 
compared to fhepherds, and their armies to flocks, 
who are under their command and direction ; here 
they defign Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, with 
his generals and armies, who fhould come up a- 
gaint Ferufalem, as to a good pafture: they /hall 


pitch their tents againft her round about, their mi- 


litary tents, in allufion to paftoral ones, The 
phrafe is expreffive of the Chaldean army furround- 
ing and befieging Ferufalem: they foall feed every 
one in his place; where he is ordered and fixed by 
his head-general : or, every one fhall feed his hand °; 
the fheep of his hand; fee Pf. xcv. 7. them that 
are under his hand, as the Vulgate Latin verfion 
renders it; who are committed to his care and 
charge. The meaning is, he fhall direct the com- 
pany or companies of foldiers under him, where 
to be, and what part to take in the fiege; or, 
with his hand, as the Septuagint, with the fkilful- 
nefs of his hands, Pf Ixxviiil. 72. or with might 
and power; or, at bis hand, as the Arabic ver- 
fion ; what is at hand, what is neareft to him ; or 
according to his will and pleafure. The Targum 
is, ‘¢ every one fhall help his neighbour.” ‘The 
fenfe, according to Kimchi is, one king or general 
fhall lay fiege againft a city, or againit cities, and 
fo another, until they have confumed and fubdued 
the whole Jand. 

y.4. Prepare ye war againft ber, &c.] Not 
only proclaim it, but prepare themfelves for its 
get every thing ready for the fiege, and begin it. 
Thefe are either the words of the Lord, calling 
upon the Chaldeans in his providence to act fuch 
a part againit Ferujalem , or of the Chaldeans them- 
felves, ftirring up one another to it; which latter 
feems to be the fenfe; fince it follows: arife, and 
let us go up at noon, fcale the walls, and take the 
city; which, tho’ in the heat of the day, and not 
fo proper a time, yet fuch was the eagernefs of the 
army, and their confidence of carrying the place 
at once; and concluding there was no need of 

waiting 
* Mifn. Menachot, c. 8. §. 3. 


® Vid. Lydium de re 
© So Jarchi and Jofeph Kimchi. Vid. Gataker in loc, 
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waiting till the evening, or of taking any fecret 
meafures for the fiege; they propofe to go up at 
noon, in the heat of the day, and in the fight of 
their enemies, and ftorm the city: wo unto us, for 
the day goes away, for the foadows of the evening 
dre firetched out; which fome take to be the words 
of the befiegers, lamenting they had loft time, had 
not proceeded according to their firft purpofe, had 
neglected going up at noon-time, and now the 
evening was coming upon them ; or as being an- 
gry, and out of humour, that the city was not 
taken by them fo foon as they expected : though, 
according to Kimchi, they are the words of the pro- 
phet ; and he may perfonate the befieged, mourn- 
ing over their unhappy cafe and circumftances ; the 
day of profperity declining, and nothing but dark- 
nefs and diftrefs coming upon them. 

y¥.5. Arif, and let us go up by night, &c.] Since 
they could not take the city at noon, and by day, 
as they expected, they propofe to attempt it by 
night; they would lofe no time, but proceed on, 
day and night, until they had accomplifhed their 
end: this fhows how much they were refolved upon 
it, and that nothing could difcourage from.it; and 
that they were fure of carrying their point: and 
therefore it follows, and let us deftrey her palaces ; 
the tower and ftrong hold of Zion, the temple of 
Ferufalem, the king’s palace, the houfes of the 
high-prieft, judges, counfellors, and other civil 
magiftrates, as well as the cottages of the meaner 
fort of people ; for the Vulgate Latin verfion ren- 
ders it, her houfes; which, notwithftanding her 
{trong walls, were not fecure from the enemy. 

y. 6. For thus hath the Lord of hofts faid, &c.] 
To the Chaldeans; for as it was the Lord that 
brought them out of their own country, and di- 
rected them to Yerufalem, and ordered them to pre- 
pare war again{t it; fo they were as an army un- 
der his command, and he it was that ordered them 
to do this, and that, and the other thing: the 
whole affair was of the Lord, and the ews had 
more to fear from him, who is the Lord of armies, 
than from the army of the Chaldeans ; for as they 
could do nothing without his divine permiffion, fo 
having that, there was a certainty of fucceeding : 
hew ye down trees, and caft a mount againjt Ferufa- 
lem; in the Hebrew text it is, pour out a mount? ; 
the reafon of which is, becaufe there were a ditch 
or ditches about the city; and into thefe they 
poured in ftones, and dirt, and trees, and pieces of 
wood, and fo filled them up, and caft up a mount, 
on which they could raife their batteries, and de- 
molifh the walls and houfes ; hence mention is 
made of hewing down of trees, in order to caft the 
mount; for thefé were to be cut down, not fo 
much to make battering-rams, and other inftru- 
ments of war, as to fill up the ditch, and raife 
the mount, fo that the walls might be more eafily 
battered and fealed: tho’ fome* interpret it of tak- 
ing precife, fixed, determined counfel, about the 
war, and the manner of carrying it: ‘¢his is the 
city to be vifited; or punifhed ; not only that de- 
ferves to be fo vifited, but which would certainly 
be vifited, and that immediately ; its punifhment 
was not far off; vengeance would foon be taken on 
it, and that for its fins: and fo the Targum, ** this 
*¢ is the city whofe fins are vifited ;* as it follows: 


[oe is wholly oppreffion in-the midft of ber ; there were jupon the branches: turn back thine hand 
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jamin, who were left in the land, when the 


ay f Wen NA a 
MI AG. OCh.Vi. Hoo) 
” é 5 : — a 
nothing but oppreffion and oppreffors if her 3” 
only full of oppreffors, but oppreffion itfelf. 
is inftanced in for all kind of wickednefs; © 
meaning is, that fhe was a fink of fin, and vei 
wickednefs itfelf, . te ae 
y. 7. As a fountain cafteth out fia Toe 
In great abundance, and continually : jo fe egfts 
out her wickedne/s; this metaphor expreffes the mul- 
titude of her fins, the frequent and conftant Com- 
miffion of them, and the fource and {pring of them, 
the corrupt fountain of the heart; fee Matt. xii. 
34, 35. and xv. 19: violence and fpotl Tae - 
her, that is, the cry of thofe that are oppi . 
and fpoiled is heard, and that by the Lord’ him- 
felf, whofe ears are open to the cries of the op- 
preffed, and will avenge them: before me continu- 
ally is grief and wounds ; the poor, who were’ 
grieved and wounded by their oppreffors ; the 
Lord was an eye and ear witnefs of their grievances, 
and would redrefs them ; nor could their enemies 
expect to efcape his wrath, fince they were all 
known to him: or elfe the fenfe is, that becaufe 
of their violence and fpoil of the poor, it was con- 
tinually, before the Lord, in his mind and purpofe, 
and he was juft ready to bring upon them, by 
way of punifhment for thefe things, what would 


erieve and wound them ; fo Farchz interprets it, 


which Kimchi mentions ; and to it the Targum a- 
grees, ‘* the voice of robbers and plunderers is 
«¢ heard in her before me continually, therefore 
«¢ will I bring upon her evil and {miting.” , 
¥. 8. And be thou inftruéted, O Ferufalem, &c.] 
Or correéted * ; receive difcipline or inftruétions by ° 
chaftifements and corrections, return by repentance, 
that the evils threatned may not come: this fhows 
the affection of the Lord to his people, notwith- 
ftanding all their fins ; that their amendment, and 
not their deftruction, were pleafing to him; that” 
it was with reluctance he was about to vifit them, © 
in the manner threatened, and that even now it 
was not too late, provided they were inftruéted and 
reformed ; but if not, they muft expect what fol- 
lows: Jet my foul depart from thee; his Shekinah 
or divine prefence, and all the tokens of his love : 
favour, and good-will. The Targum interprets it 
of the word of the Lord, <* left my word caft thee 
< off ;” fee Rom. xi. 1. or, left my foul pluck itfelf 


from thee; or be plucked ‘, and feparated from thee: 


the phrafe denotes an utter feparation, a forcible 

one, joined with the utmoit abhorrence and de- 
teftation. In Hzek. xxiii. 18. it is rendered, my 

mind was alienated ; it denotes difunion and difaf- 
fection. Left I make thee defolate, a land not inba~ 
bited, the Targum adds, by way of illuftration, 
“© as the land of Sodom ;” fo that not a man fhould ” 
dwell in it; fee ch. iv. 25, 27, 29. tog ins 2 
¥. 9. Thus faith the Lord of hofts, 8c.) Finding 
that all his threatnings, admonitions, and expoftu- — 
lations were in vain, he fays of the Chaldeans, with — 
refpect to the I/raelites, they fball thoroughly g i 
t 


the remnant of Ifrael as a vine; by the remnant 
Ifrael are meant the two tribes of Fudab and 


tribes were carried captive; and thefe the C 
fhould come and carry away alfo, juft as the j 
come into a vineyard, after the vintage has” | 
gathered in, and pick off and glean what is left 
asa grap 
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gatherer into. the bafkets; thefe words, according to” 


Kimcki, ave the words of. the Chaldeans to one an- 
ther, to turn their hands to the fpoil, and to the 
prey, again and again, juft as the grape-gatherer 
does ; he gathers a bunch of grapes, and puts it 
into his bafket, and then turns his hand, time after 
time, till he has gleaned the whole vine : and, ac- 
cording to Farchi, it feems to be his fenfe, that they 
are the words of God unto them ; and fo Adarbi- 
nel, and it is as if he fhould fay, O thou enemy, 
turn thine hand to the fpoil a fecond time, as a 
grape-gatherer turns his hand to the bafkets; and 
who obferves that fo it was, that when Fehoiakim 
was carried captive and flain, Yeconiah was made 
King; then, at the end of three months, the enemy 
returned, and carried him captive; and, at the 
end of twelve years, returned again, and carried 
Zedekiah captive; nay, even of the poor of the 
people, and it may be obferved, that they were 
carried away at different times ; fee Jer. lii. 15, 16, 
28, 295.30. 

¥. 10. Io whom fhall I’ fpeak, and give warning, 
that they may hear ? &c.] Thefe are the words of 
the prophet, defpairing of any fuccefs by his mi- 
niftry; fuggefting that the people were fo univer- 
fally depraved, that there were none that would 
hear him; that fpeaking to them was only beating 
the air, and that all expoftulations, warnings, re- 
monftrances, and teftimonies, would fignify no- 
thing: dchold, their ear ts uncircumcifed, and they 
cannot bearken; their ears were ftopped with the 
filth of fin naturally, and they wilfully ftopped 
their ears like the adder; and fo being unfancti- 
fied, they neither could hear, nor defired to hear 
the word of the Lord, as to underftand it; fee 
Ais vii. 51: behold, the word of the Lord is unto 
them a reproach; they reproached it, and_blaf- 
phemed it, as a novel and falfe doétrine, and 
thought it a difhonour to them to receive and 
profeis it ; and juft fo the Fevws vilified the gofpel, 
in the times of Chrift. and his apoftles; and as 
many do now, who treat it with contempt, as un- 
worthy of God, as contrary to reafon, ‘as Opening 


a door to licentioufnefs, and think it a fcandal to. 


preach or profefs it: they have no delight in it, 
they fee no beauty nor glory in it ; they tafte no- 
thing of the fweetnefs of it; its doctrines are in- 
fipid things to them, they having never felt the 
power of it in their hearts ; whereas fuch who are 
the true circumcifion, who are circumcifed in heart 
and ears, who are born again, thefe defire the fin- 
cere milk of the word; it is to them more than 
their neceffary food ; and, with this prophet 7e- 
remy, they find it, and eat it, and it is the joy.and 
rejoicing of their hearts, ch. xv. 16... 

y. 11. Therefore I am full of the fury of the Lord, 
&c.] Either of zeal for the Lord, for the glory 
of his name, and the honour of his word or ra- 
ther of the prophecy of the Lord, as the Largum 
interprets it, concerning the wrath of God, that 
fhould come upon this people for their fins: J 
am weary with holding it; the prophecy, the. mef- 
fage he was fent with to them, to pronounce the 
judgments of God upon them; which being a 
difagreeable tafk to him, he refrained from doing 
it as long as he could; but being highly provoked 

the fins of the people, and particularly with 

ir contempt of the word of God, and efpecially he 
eing obedient to the divine will, he could forbear 
no longer, making a full declaration of it; fee 
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ch, xx. 9: J will pour it upon the children abroad 
or, in the fireet* ; that are playing there: and upon 
the affembly of young men together ; that are met to- 
gether for their pleafure and diverfion, and the 
fenfe is, that the prophet would declare in a pro- 
phetic manner, and denounce, according to his of- 
fice and commiffion, the wrath of God; which 
fhould come upon perfons of every age, and of every 
relation in life, as follows: tho’ the words may be 
rendered, pour it upon the children, &c™. and {fo it 
is a prayer of the prophet’s to the Lord, that he 
would execute the vengeance on them, which he 
had threatned them with by him: for even the bu/- 
band with the wife fhall be taken; and carried cap- 
tive: the aged with him that is full of days; the 
old and the decrepit, fuch as are advanced in 
years, and alfo thofe that are juft upon the brink 
of the grave, ready to die: the meaning is, that ‘ 
children fhould not be fpared for their tender age, 
nor young men for their ftrength, nor hufbands 
and wives on account of their relation, nor any 
becaufe of their hoary hairs ; feeing the corruption 
was fo general, and prevailed in perfons of every 
age, and of every ftation. | 

¥. 12. And their houfes fhall be turned unto others, 
&c.] To ftrangers, to the Chaldeans , they thall 
be transferred unto them, come into their hands,, 
and become their property : “with their fields and 
wives together; not only theit houfes and lands 
fhall be taken away from them, and put to the 
ufe of others, but even their wives ; than which. 
nothing could be more diftrefling: for I will ftretch 
out my hand upon the inhabitants of the land, faith 
the Lord, the inhabitants of the land of Fudea ; 
and fo the Septuagint render it, upon them that in- 
habit this land, and fo the Arabic verfion: where- 
fore, fince the Lord would exert himfelf in this 
affair, and ftretch out his hand of almighty power, 
as the Targum paraphrafes it, ‘‘ I will lift up the 
** ftroke of my power;” it might be depended 
upon, that all this deftruction threatened would 
come on them. 

¥. 13. For from the leaft of them, even unto the 
Sreateft of them, &c.] From the leaft in age, to 
the oldeft among them; or rather, from perfons 
of the loweft clafs of life, and in the meaneft cir- 
cumftances, to thofe that are in the higheft places 
of truft and honour, and are in the greateft afflu- 
ence of riches and wealth ; fo that as men of every 
age and ftation had finned, old and young, high 
and low, rich and poor, it was but juft and right 
that they fhould all fhare in the common cala- 
mity : every one is given to covetoufnefs ; which is 
mentioned particularly, and inftead of other fins, 
it being the root of evil, and was the prevailing 
fin among them: from the prophet even unto the 
prieft, every one dealeth falfely ; the falfe prophet, 
as Kimchi interprets it, and fo the Septuagint and 
other verfions; and the prieft of Baa/, as the fame 
interpreter ; both aéted deceitfully, the one in pro- 
phefying lies ta the people, the other in drawing 
them off from the pure worfhip of God. . The 
Targum is, ** from the {cribe to the prieft;” from 
the loweft order of teachers, to the higheft in ec- 
clefiaftical office. The whole fhows a moit gene- 
ral and dreadful corruption. 

¥. 14, They have healed alfo the hurt of the daugh- 
ter of my people flightly, &c.| That is, the falfe 
prophets and lying priefts, who pretended to be 
phyficians, and to heal the fickly and diftempered 
- ftate 
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ftate of the le ; and they did do it, in their 
way, but abe th abbughy 4 they did not fearch the 
wound to the bottom; they drew a fkin over it, 
and made a fear of it, and called it a cure; they 
made light of the hurt or wound; they healed it, 
making nothing of it; or de/pifing it, as the Septua- 
gint ; or they healed it with reproach, as the Vul- 
gate Latin verfion; in fuch a manner, as that it 
was both a reproach to them, and to the people : 
or as the Targum, “ they healed the breach of 
«* the congregation of my people with their lying 
“* words ;” which are as follow: /faying, peace, 
peace, when there is no peace, promifing them all 
profperity, plenty of good things, and a continu- 
ance in their own land; when in a fhort time there 
would be none of thefe things, but fudden de- 
ftruction would come upon them; fee 1 Theff- 


Fig, 

Z 15. Were they afbamed when they bad commit- 
ted abomination? &c.) This feems chiefly, and in 
the firft place, to refpeét the falfe prophets and 
wicked priefts; who when they committed idolatry, 
or any other fin, and led the people into the fame 
by their doétrine and example, yet when reproved 
for it, were not afhamed, being given up to.a ju- 
dicial hardnefs of heart: may, they were not at all 
afbamed, neither could they blufh; they were men of 
impudent faces, they had a whore’s forehead; there 
was not the leaft fign or appearance of fhame in 
them ; when charged with the fouleft crimes, and 
threatened with the fevereft punifhment, they were 
not moved by either ; they had neither fhame nor 
fear: therefore they fhall fall among them that fall ; 
meaning, that the prophets and priefts fhould pe- 
rifh among the common people, and with them, 
who fhould be flain, and fall by the fword of the 
Chaldeans ; the facrednefs of their office would not 
exempt them; they fhould fare no better than the 
_ reft of the people: at the time that I vifit then, 
they fhall be caft down, faith the Lord; that is, 
when the city and temple fhould be deftroyed by 
the Chaldeans, thefe would be caft down from their 
excellency, the high office in which they were, 
and fall into ruin, and perifh with the reft. 

y. 16. Thus faith the Lord, ftand ye in the ways, 
and fee, &c.| Thefe are the words of the Lord to 
the people, whom he would have judge for them- 
felves, and not be blindly led by the falfe prophets 
and priefts; directing them to do what men fhould, 
when they are in a place where two or more ways 
meet, and know not which way to take; they 
fhould make a fhort ftop, and look to the way- 
mark or way-poft, which points whither each path 
leads, and fo accordingly proceed. Now, in reli- 
gious things, the fcriptures are the way-mark to 
direét us which way we fhould take: if the en- 
quiry is about the way of falvation, look up to 
thefe, which are able to make a man wife unto 
falvation ; thefe fhow unto men, that the way of 
falvation is not works of righteoufnefs done by them, 
but Chrift only : if the queftion is about any doc- 
trine whatever, fearch the feriptures, examine them, 
they are profitable for doétrine; they tell us what 
is truth, and what is error: if the doubt is about 
the matter or form of worfhip, and the ordinances 
of it, look into the fcriptures, they are the beft 
directory to us what we fhould obferve and do: 
and afk for the old paths, of righteoufnefs and ho- 
lines, which Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Ifaac, Facob, 
and others, walked in, and follow them; and the 
way of falvation by Chrift, which tho’ called a 
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new way, Heb. x. 20. yet is not newly found out, 
for it was contrived in eternity ; nor newly reveal- 
ed, for it was made known to Adam and Eve im- 
mediately after the fall; nor newly made ufe of, 
for all the Old Teftament-faints were faved by the 
fame grace of Chrift, and juftified by his righte- 
oufnefs, and their fins pardoned thfo? his 
and expiated by his facrifice, as New Teftament- 
faints ; only of late, or in thefe lait days, it has 
been more clearly made known ; otherwife there is 
but one way of falvation; there never was any 
other, nor never will be; enquire therefore for this 
old path, which all true believers have trodden in: 
where is the good way, and walk therein; Or, the 
better or beft way *, and more excellent way, which 
is Chrift, Fobn xiv. 6, 1 Cor. xii. 31. he is the 
way of accefs to God, arid acceptance with him, 
and the way of conveyance of all the bleffings of 
grace ; he is the way to the Father, and to eternal 
happinefs ; he is the living way, which always con- 
tinues, and is ever the.fame; and is a plain, plea- 
fant, and fafe way, and therefore a good one ; 
there is no one better, nor any fo good ; and there- 
fore this muft be the right way to walk in, and to 
which there is great encouragement, as follows : 
and ye foall find reft for your fouls ; there is reit and 
peace enjoyed in the ways of God, and in the or- 
dinances of the gofpel ; wifdom’s ways are ways of 
peace, which are the leffer paths ; and in the doc- 
trines of the gofpel, when the heart is eftablifhed 
with them, the mind is tranquil and ferene, and 
at reft, which before was fluctuating and waver- 
ing, and toffed to and fro with every wind; but 
the principal reft is in Chrift himfelf, in whom 
the true believer, that walks by faith in him, has 
reft from the guilt and dominion of fin, from the 
curfe and bondage of the law, and from the wrath 
of God in his confcience ; and enjoys a fpiritual 
peace, arifing from the blood, facrifice, and righ- 
teoufnefs of Chrift, Matt. xi, 28, 29. Rom. v. 1, 
11. Heb. xii. 24: but they faid, we will not walk 
therein ; in the old paths, and in the good way ; 
but in their own evil ways, which they chofe and 
delighted in; and therefore as their deftruction was 
inevitable, it was juft and righteous. yt 

y. 17. Alo I fet watchmen over you, &c.] That 
is, prophets, as Farchi; true prophets, as Kimchi, 
fuch an one was Ezekiel, ch, iii. 17. The Zar- 
gum interprets it teachers; fuch were the apoftles 
and firft minifters of the gofpel, and all faithful 
preachers of it, who teach men good doétrine, and 
watch for their fouls, give them warning of their 
danger, and exhort them to flee to Chrift for reft 
and fafety; and thefe are of the Lord’s appoint- 
ing, conftituting, and fetting in his churches; fee 
1 Cor, xii, 28. Saying, bearken to the found of the 
trumpet ; to their voice, lift up like a trampet, J/, 
lviii. 1. to the word preached by them; to the law, 
which lays before them their fin and danger; and 
to the gofpel, which is a joyful found, and gives 
a certain one, and proclaims peace, pardon, and 
falvation by Chrift: but they faid, we will not 
hearken ; fo the Fews, in the times of Chrift and 
his apoftles, turned a deaf ear to their miniftry, 
contradicted and blafphemed the gofpel an al 
themfelves unworthy of it, and of eternal life ‘ 
brought to light by it. Perhaps here it may re- 
gard the punifhments threatned the Jews by 
prophets, which they would not believe were ¥ 
ing upon them, but put away the evil day 
from them. 
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yy. 18. Therefore hear ye nations, &c.] Since the 
»~. Fews refuted to hearken to the word of the Lord, 
the Gentiles are called upon to hear it, as in és 
_ Rill. 45, 46. this is a rebuke to the Jews, that the 
Gentiles would hear, when they would not: and 
know, O congregation; either of J/rael, as the Tar- 
gum and Kimchi explain it; or of the nations of 
the world, the multitude of them; or the church 
of God in the midft of them: what is among them, 
-among the Jews; either what evil is among them; 
what fins and tranfgreffions are committed by them; 
which were the caufe of the Lord’s threatening 
them with fore judgments, and bringing them upon 
them; fo Farchi and Kimchi interpret the words ; 
to which agrees the Zargum, “* and let the con- 
“ gregation of J/rae/ know their fins ;”” or the pu- 
nifhments the Lord inflicted on them: fo the Vu/- 
gate Latin verfion, and know, O congregation, what 
{will do unto them; which fenfe is confirmed by 
what follows. 
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could he fmell a fweet favour in them, but loathed 
and abhorred them ; fee J/ intr. . 

¥. 21. Therefore thus faith the Lord, 8c.]  Be- 
caufe of their immorality and hypocrify, their con- 
tempt of his word, and confidence in legal rites 
and ceremonies: Jdebold, I will lay ftumbling-blocks 
before this people; by which may be meant the 
Judgments of God upon them, raifing up enemies 
againft them, and fuffering them to invade theif 
land ;. particularly the Afyrians, as the followin 
words fhow. Moreover, the prophecies of the falfe 
prophets, and the doctrines which they were per- 
mitted to {pread among the people, were fhares and 
ftumbling-blocks unto them, they being given up 
to believe their lies, and to be harderied by them ; 
nay, even true doctrines, the dottrines of juftifica- 
tion and falvation by Chrift, yea, Chrift himéfelf, 
were a rock of offence, anda ftumbling-ftone to 
thefe people, J/ viii. 14. Rom. ix. 32, 33. 1 Pet. 
li. 7,8: and the fathers and the fons together fhall 


¥. 19. Hear, O earth, bebold 1 will bring evil) fall upon them; or, by thems the latter following 


upon this people, &c.]| The people of the Jews , 
the evil of punifhment, for the evil of fin com- 
mitted by them; wherefore the earth, and the in- 
habitants of it, are called upon to bear witnefs to 
the righteoufnefs of fuch a procedure: even the 
fruit of their thoughts, which they thought of, 
contrived, and devifed ; which fhows, that they 
did not do what they did inadvertently, but with 
thought and defign. Kimchi interprets it of finful 
deeds and actions, the fruit of thoughts ; but his 
father, of thoughts themfelves. The Talmudifts 
comment upon it thus, ** a thought which brings 
“ forth fruit, the holy bleffed God joins it to an 
*< action ; but a thought in which there is no fruit, 
. * the holy bleffed God does not join to action ;” 
that is, in punifhment; very wrongly. For the 
fenfe is, that God would bring upon them the ca- 
lamities and diftreffes their thoughts and the evil 
counfels of their minds deferved. The Targum 
renders it, ‘** the retribution or reward of their 
. * works.” Becaufe they have not bhearkened unto 
my words; {fpoken to them by the prophets: zor 
to my law, but rejeéted it; neither hearkened to the 
law, nor to the prophets, but defpifed both. The 
TPargum is, ‘* becaufe they obeyed not the words 
*¢ of my fervants the prophets, and abhorred’ my 
** law.” 
¥. 20, Zo what purpofe cometh there to me incenfe 
from Sheba, 8c.| In Perfia or Arabia, from whence 
incenfe was brought, and perhaps the beft; fee 
V/. \x. 6. and yet the offering of this was of no 
efteem with God, when the words of the prophet, 
and the law of his mouth, were defpifed ; fee J/ 
i. 13: and the fweet cane from a far country? ei- 
ther from the fame place, Sheba, which was a 
country afar off, Yoel iii. 8. or from India, as Fe- 
rom interprets it; this was one of the fpices in the 
anointing oil, Ewod. xxx. 23. and tho’ this was of 
divine appointment, and an omiffion of it is com- 
plained of, J/. xliii. 24. yet when this was brought 
with an hypocritical heart, and to atone for neg- 
leéts of the moral law, and fins committed againft 
‘that, it was rejected by the Lord: your burnt. 
offerings are not acceptable, nor your facrifices fweet 
unto me, being offered up with a wicked mind, 
and without faith in Chrift, and in order to ex- 
piate the guilt of black crimes unrepented of, and 
continued in; they were not grateful to God, nor 
>) wD 5 9 
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be againft thee, O daughter of Zion, the defign 
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the examples of the former; and fo it denctes, 
that as the corruption was general, the punifhment 
would be: and the neighbour and his friend fhall pe- 
rife, in the fame calamity, being involved in the 
guilt of the fame iniquity, in which they encou- 
raged and hardened one another. ‘The Sep/wagint 
and Arabic verfions, by /tumbling-blocks underftand 
an infirmity or difeafe, which fhould come upon the 
people, and make a general defolation among them. 
Kimchi interprets the whole of the wickednefs of 
fathers and children, neighbours and friends, and 
fuch as were in trade and partnerfhip, and/of their 
delight in mifchief; that tho’ they were aware of 
the ftumbling-blocks, yet would not give each 
other warning of them. |The whole, according to 
the accents, fhould be rendred thus, and they shall 
fall upon them, the fathers and the fons together, the 
neighbour and bis friend, and they fball perifh, fall- 
ing and perifhing are faid of them all. 

¥. 22. Lhus faith the Lord, bebold, a people 
cometh from the north country, &c.| The Affyrians 
from Babylon, which lay north of Fudea, as in chs 
i. 14, 15. and iv. 6: and a greai nation shall be 
raifed , that is, by the Lord, who would ftir them 
up to this undertaking. The Targum is, ‘* many 
‘¢ people fhall come openly::” from the fides of the 
earth ; afar off, as Babylon was, ch. v. 15. 

y. 23. They foall lay bold on bow and fpear, &c.] 
That is, every one of them fhould be furnifhed 
with both thefe pieces of armour, that they might 
be able to fight near and afar off; they had bows 
to fhoot arrows at a diftance, and {pears to {trike 
with when near. The Zargum renders it bows and 
fhields. They are cruel, and have no mercy ; this is 
faid, to ftrike terror into the hearts of the hardned 
Fews : their voice roareth like the fea, the waves of 
it, which is terrible, Luke xxi. 25,26: and they 
ride ‘upon borfes ; which ftill made them’ more for- 
midable, as well as fuggefts that their march would 
be quick and fpeedy, and they would foon be with 
them : fet in array as men for war , prepared with 
all forts of armour for battel: or, as a man*; as 
one man, denoting their conjunction, ardour, and 
unanimity; being not only well armed without, 
but inwardly, refolutely bent as one man, to en- 
gage in battel, and conquer or die ; fee Fudg. xx. 
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her account ; which had a very dreadful appear- 
ance, and threatned with ruin, and therefore filled 
her with terror and diftrefs, as follows. 
¥. 24. We have beard the fame thereof, &c.] 
Meaning not the prophet’s report then, but the 
rumour of the enemy’s coming from another quar- 
ter, at the time he was actually coming. Thefe 
are the words of the people, upon fuch a rumour 
fpread ; or the words of the prophet, joining him- 
felf with them, defcribing their cafe, when it would 
be ftrongly reported, and they had reafon to be- 
lieve it, that the enemy was juft coming, and very 
near: our bands wax feeble; have no ttrength: in 
them, fhake and tremble like men that have a 
palfy, through fear and dread: anguifh hath taken 
hold of us; tribulation or affliction ; or rather an- 
guifh of fpirit, on hearing the news of the near 
approach of the enemy : aud pain, as of a woman 
in travail; which comes fuddenly, and is very 
fharp; and this denotes that their deftruétion would 
come fuddenly upon them, before they were aware, 
and be very fevere, 
¥. 25. Go not forth into the field, &c.] Either 
for pleafure, or for bufinefs; to take a walk in it 
for the air, or to till it, plow, fow, or reap; but 
keep within the city and its walls, there being dan- 
ger: nor walk by the way ; in the high road from 
Ferufalem, to any town or village near it: for the 
fword of the enemy or, becauje there is a fword for 
the enemy”; or, the enemy has a fword, and that 
drawn ; the enemy is in the ficld, and in the ways, 
and there’s no efcaping him: and fear is on every 
Jide; all round the city,’ being encompafied by the 
Affyrian army : or, the enemy’s {word, is fear on 
every fide *; caufes fear in all parts round the.city. 
The Targum is, ‘* becaufe the fword of the enemy 
«¢ kills thofe who are gathered round about ;” or 
on every fide. 
. ¥. 26. O daughter of my people, gird thee with 
Jfackcloth, &c.) Either as a token of repentance for 
fin; fo the king of Niniveh and his fubjects did, to 
fhew their repentance, ‘fon. ili. 6, 8. or as a fign 
of mourning, for the calamities coming on them, 
Gen. xxxvil. 34: and wallow thyfeif in afbes ; or 
roll thyfelf in them, as a token of the fame. The 
Targum is, *° cover your heads with afhes.” Make 
thee mourning as for an only fon; which of all is the 
moft bitter: and therefore it is added, mof bitter 
lamentation ; fee Zech. xii. 10. For the fpoiler fball 
fuddenly come upon us; namely, Nebuchadnezzar, 
that would fpoil their cities, towns, villages, and 
houfes, and them of all their wealth and fubftance, 
and carry it away. 
¥. 27. [have fet thee for a tower, 8&c.} Or in 
one *; in a watch-tower, to look about and ob- 
ferve the actions. of the people, their fins and tranf- 
greffions, and reprove them for them ; as well as 
to defcry the enemy, and’ give notice of danger ; 
fee Hab. ii. 1. or, for a trier; fince the word ufed 
comes from one which fignifies to ¢ry metals, as 
gold and filver; and the rather this may be thought 
to be the meaning here, fince the verb is made ufe 
of in this fenie in the text; and the metaphor. is 
carried on in the following words; tho” the word 
is ufed for towers in Jf, xxiii. 13. and xxxii. r4. 
and may well enough be under{tood of a watch- 
tower, agreeable with the office of the prophet ; 
who is here addrefied as a watchman, and was one 
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to the houfe of J/rael: and as the faithful difcharee 
of his work required courage, as well as diligen to 
and faithfulnefs, it follows, and for a fortre/s rat - 
my people; ‘not to defend them, but himfelf againft’ ~ 
them; or he was to confider himfelf as {6 under — 
the divine proteétion, that he was as a fortrefs or 
{trong tower, impregnable, and not to be difmayed 
and terrified with their calumnies and threatnines; © 
fee Fer. i. 18: that thou mayeft know and try th . 
way; their courfe and manner of life, whether ~ 
good or bad; which he would be able to do, be- ~~ 
ing in his watch -tower, and in the difcharge of his 
duty; for the miniftry of a good man is as a 
touch-ftone, by which the principles and praétices 
of men are tried and known; for if it is heard » 
and attended to with pleafure, it fhews that the 
principles and practices of men are good; but if — 
defpifed and rejected, the contrary is evident; fee 
1 Fobn iv. 5, 6. ~ é; 
¥. 28. They are all grievous revolters, &c.} From 
the right way of God and his worfhip: or, they 
are all revolters of revolters* , of all, the greateit 
revolters, the greateft finners and tranfgreflors, the 
moft ftubborn and difobedient ; or fons of revolt= 
ers ; fathers and children are alike. The Targum 
is, ‘¢ all their princes rebel ;” and fo the Vulgate 
Latin and Syriac verfions : walking with flanders ; 
of one another ; or with deceit, as the Targum; in 
an hypocritical and fraudulent manncr; playing the 
hypocrite with God, or tricking and deceiving their 
neighbours. They are dra/s and iron; as vile and 
mean as thofe metals, and not as gold and filver 5 
or as hard and inflexible as they are; or they deal 
as infincerely ‘‘ as he that mixes brafs with iron,”” 
fo the Targum: they are all corrupters, as fach that’ 
mix metals are; they are corrupters of themfelves, * 
and of others; of the doétrines and manners of ~ 
men, and of the ways and worfhip of God. 
y¥. 29. The bellows are burnt, &c.) Which Kim- 
chi interprets of the mouth and throat of the pro- 
phet, which, through reproving the people, were 
dried up, and become raucous and hoarfe, and 
without any profit to them; and fo the Targum, 
** lo, as the refiners blower, that is burnt in the” ~ 
‘« midit of the fire, fo'the voice of the prophets is 
‘* filent, who prophefied to them, turn to the law, 
‘¢ and they turned not ;” or the judgments and 
chaftifements of God upon the Yews may be meant; 
which were inflicted upon them to no purpofe = 
the lead is confumed of the fire; lead being ufed ” 
formerly, as is faid ‘, inftead of quickfilver, in pu- 
ritying of filver; which being confumed, the re+ 
fining is in vain: or it may be rendered, Bt 
the fire it is perfec? lead *® ; or wholly lead, a baie’ ” 
metal, no gold and filver in it, to which the Jews — 
are compared: the founder melteth in vain; tO ~ 
whom either the prophet is likened, whofe re- 
proofs, threatnings, and exhortations, anfwered no — 
end; or the Lord himfelf, whofe correétions and” 
punifhments were of no ufe to reform this people: 
for the wicked are not plucked away, from their 
evil way, as archi; or from good men, they are 
not feparated the one from the other: or 
(fins) are not plucked away*; from fint 
drofs is not purged away from them; neither the 
words of the prophet, nor the jud, of God, - 
had any effect upon them, The args a of the 
latter part of the yerfe is, “ and as lead which is” 
“ melted 
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of the prophets which prophefied to them were 
nothing in their eyes ; and without profit their 
teachers taught them, and they did not leave 
their evil works.” . 
¥. 30. Reprodate filver fall men call them, &c.] 
Or, call ye them’, as the Targum; fo the Septua- 
gint, Vulgate Latin, and Arabic verfions ; by whom 
are meant the Jews, who thought themfelves of 
fome account, as filver ; being the feed of Abra- 
bam, and having the law, the covenant and pro- 
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melted in the midit of the furnace, fo the words } mifes, : and fervice of God; when thofe that tried” 
, them, as the prophets, found them to be. nothing 


but drofs; and therefore, if they muft.be called 
filver, they could call them no other than repro- 
bate filver; or what is of no account and value ; 
and which is confirmed by the following reafon, 
which contains the judgment.and conduct of him 
that cannot err: for the Lord hath rejected them, 
from being his people ; and therefore caft them 
out of their own land, and caufed them to go inte 
captivity. 


Cyr Vine 


ie this chapter the Lord, by the prophet, calls 


¥.1. The word that came to Feremiab, &c.] The 


the people of the Hews to repentance and refor- | word of prophecy, as the Targum: from the Lord, 
mation ; reproves them for their vain confidence ; | /aying ; this begins a new prophecy. . This verfe, 
and threatens them with deftruction for their many | and the beginning of the next, are wanting in the 


fins, and particularly idolatry. The preface to all 
this isin ¥. 1,2. the exhortation to amendment, 
encouraged to by a promife that they fhould dwell 
in the land, is in ¥. 3. but this was not to be ex- 
pected on account of the temple and temple-fer- 
vice ; but thro’ a thorough reformation of man- 
ners; an exercife of juftice, and avoiding all op- 
preffion and idolatry, ¥7 4, 5, 6, 7. their vain con- 
fidence in the temple is expofed; they fancying 
that their ftanding there, and doing the fervice of 
it, would atone for their theft, murder, adultery, 
perjury and idolatry; and that they might commit 
thefe- with impunity ; wherefore they are let to 
know, that fo doing thefe they made the temple 
an houfe of thieves ; and that for fuch wickedneis, 
what the Lord had done to his place in Shi/oh, 
which they are reminded of, he would to the 
temple, and to them, reject and caft them off, 
¥. 8,.9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15. and feeing they alfo 
had a dependence on the prophet’s prayer, he is bid- 
not to pray for them, for his prayers would not be 
heard; and he is directed to obferve their wretched 
idolatry, of which an inftance is given, whereby 
they provoked the Lord to anger; and therefore 
he was determined to pour out his fury on man 
and .beaft, and on the trees and fruit of the field, 
¥. 16,17, 18,19, 20. and whereas they trufted in 
their burnt-offerings and facrifices, thefe are re- 
jected, as being what were not originally com- 
manded ; but obedience to the moral law, and the 
precepts of it, which they refufed to hearken to, 
tho’ they were often called upon to it by his fer- 
vants,. the prophets, ¥. 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26. 
and it is foretold that the prophet Feremy would 
meet with the fame treatment; that they would 
not hearken to his words, nor anfwer to his call; 
and therefore he fhould declare them a difobedient, 
incorrigible, and an unfaithful people, ¥. 27, 28, 
hence, either he, or Ferufalem, is called upon to 
cut off the hair, as a fign of mourning ; for their 
rejection of the Lord, occafioned by their fins, 
and efpecially their idolatry, of which inftances are 
given, Y. 29, 30, 31. and it is threatened, that 
the place of their idolatry fhould be a place of 
flaughter and of burial, till there fhould be no 
room for more ; and the carcafes of the reft fhould 
be the food of fowls and beafts ; and all joy fhould 
ceafe from Fudab and Ferufalem, ¥. 32, 33, 34- 
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Septuagint verfion. 

¥. 2. Stand in the gate of the Lord’s houfe, &c.] 
That is, of the temple, and the court of it.. This 
gate, as Kimchi fays, was the eaftern gate, which 
was the principal gate of all; fee Fer. xxvi. 2; 
and proclaim there this word, aud fay; with a loud 
voice, as follows: bear ye the word of the Lord, 
all ye of Fudah; the inhabitants of the feveral parts 
of Fudea, which came to the temple to worfhip ; 
very probable it was a feaft-day, as Ca/via con- 
jectures ; either the paflover, or pentecoft, or feaft 
of tabernacles, when all the males in, //rael ap- 
peared in court: that enter in at thefe gates, to 
worfbip the Lord; there were feven gates belonging 
to the court, three on the north, three on the 
fouth, and one in the eaft, the chief of all,.as 
Kimchi, Abarbinel, and Ben Melech obterve , and 
this agrees with the account in the Mi/na *. The 
names of them were thefe; on the fouth-fide were . 
thefe three, the water-gate, the gate of the firit- 
lings, or the gate of offering, and the gate of 
kindling ; on the north were thefe three, the gate 
Nitzolz, called alfo the gate of the fong, the gate 
Korban, fometimes called the gate of women, and 
Beth Moked , and the gate in the eaft was the gate 
Nicanor, and this gate was the moft frequented ; 
and therefore Feremiah was ordered to ftand here, 
and deliver his meflage. 

¥. 3. Thus faith the Lord of hofts, the God of 
Tirael, &c.] The Lord of armies above and be- 
low in general, and the God of J/rae/ in particular ; 
wherefore they ought to -hearken to what he was 
about to fay, and to be obedient to him: amend 
your ways, and your doings, or, make them good', 
which fhows that they were bad, and were not 
agreeable to the law and will of God, to which 
they ought to have been conformed ; and the way 
to amend them was to aét according to the rule of 
the divine word they were favoured with: and I 
will caufe you to dwell in this place; to continue to 
dwell in Ferufalem and in Judea, the land of their 
nativity, and in the temple, the houfe of God, and 
place of religious worfhip; but if not, it is fug- 
gefted, that they fhould not continue here, but be 
carried captive into a ftrange land. 

¥.4. Truft ye not in hing words, &c.]. In the 
words of the lying prophets, as the Targum; and 
to-the fame purpofe is the 4radic.verfion, ‘* do 
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«* not truft in lying words, for the falfe prophets 
*¢ do not profit you in any thing ;” the things in 
which they trufted, and in which the falfe prophets 
taught them to place their confidence, were their 
coming up to the temple at certain times for re- 
ligious exercifes, and their attendance on temple- 
fervice and worfhip, offering of facrifices, and the 
like. The Septuagint verfion is, ‘rut not in your- 
felves, in lying words ; fee Luke xviii. g. in their 
external a¢tions of devotion, in their ritual per- 
formances, taking them for righteoufnefs ; and 
adds, what is not in the Hebrew text, for-they alto- 
gether profit you not ; in the bufinefs of jultification 
before God, and acceptance with him: /aying, the tem- 
ple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, the temple of 
the Lord are thefe, that is, the people that hypo- 
critically worfhipped there, as the falfe prophets 
told them; and fo the Syriac verfion, ye are the 
temple of the Lord, tho’ that begins the next verfe, 
with the laft claufe of this, if ye amend your ways, 
&c. fee 1 Cor. iii. 16, 17. or rather, the temple of 
the Lord are thofe gates thro” which they entered, 
y¥. 2. or thofe buildings which were pointed at with 
the finger; or PIDN see, is a claule by itfelf; 
and the fenfe is, thefe are the lying words that 
fhould not be trufted in, namely, the temple and 
temple-fervices; when all manner of fin and wick- 
ednefs were committed by them, which they thought 
to atone for by coming to the temple and worfhip- 
ping there. The mention of thefe words three 
times is, as Yarchi thinks, in reference to the Fews 
appearing in the temple three times a year, at the 
feaft of paffover, pentecoft and tabernacles ; and 
fo the Targum, ‘* who fay (i. e. the falfe prophets) 
‘* before the temple of the Lord ye worfhip; be- 
‘* fore the temple of the Lord ye facrifice; before 
** the temple of the Lord ye bow; three times in 
‘* a year ye appear before him.” Kimchi’s father, 
R. Fofeph, is of opinion,»that it refers to the three 
parts of the temple, the porch, the holy place, 
and the holy of holies ; but Kimchi himfelf takes 
it, that thefe words are trebled for the greater con- 
firmation of them; and they may denote the ve- 
hemence and ardour of affection for the temple. 
¥. 5. Hor if ye thoroughly amend your ways, and 
your doings, &c.] Or, if ye make your ways good, 
and do your works well, which is what is exhorted 
to, ¥. 3. and refpects the duties of the moral law; 
which are more acceptable to God than legal fa- 
crifices, when done from right principles, and with 
nee views, from love, in faith, and to the glory 
of God; which is doing good works well ; the par- 
ticulars of which follow: if you thoroughly execute 
judgment between a man and his neighbour ; without 
refpect to perfons, without favour and affection, 
without bribery and corruption; paffing a righteous 
fentence, and making an equitable decifion of the 
cafe between them, according to the law of God, 
and the rules of juftice and equity : this refpects 

judges and civil magiftrates, 
¥.6. If ye opprefs not the firanger, the fatherle/s, 
and. the widow, &c.] Who have none to help 
~-them, and who ought to have mercy and com- 
-paffion fhown them, as well as juftice done them ; 
and fhould not be injured by private men in their 
perfons and properties, and much lefs oppreffed in 
courts of judicature by thofe who fhould be the 
patrons and defenders of them: and fhed not inno- 
cent blood in this place, in the temple, where the 
Sanhedrin or great court of judicature fat ; for this 
_does not fo much refpeét the commiffion of mur- 

der by private perfons, as the condemnation of in- | 
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nocent men to death by the judges, whi a 
one as fhedding their blood ; and by which a 
they defiled that temple they cried up, and . 
their truft in, to fhed innocent blood in any + 
Kimchi obferves, is an evil; but to it in this” 
place, in the temple, was a greater eyil, bec: 
this was the place of the Shekizab, or where 
divine majefty dwelt : neither walk after ber ¢ 
to your burt; the gods of the people, as the 9 ai 
gum, for this, as the Arabic verfion render 
pernicious to you ; idolatry was more hurtful to them-. 
felves than to God; and therefore it is difftaded 
from by an argument taken from their own1 k 

¥. 7. Then will I caufe you to dwell in this place, 
&c.] In the land of Fudea, and not fuffer them 
to be carried captive, which they had been threat- 
ened with, and had reafon to expect, fhould they 
continue in their fins, in their impenitence and vain 
confidence: in the land that I gave to your fathers ; 
to Abrabam, Tfaac and Facob, by promife; and to 
the Fewifh fathers in the times of Fofhua, by put- 
ting them in actual poffeffion of it: far ever and 
ever; for a great while; a long time, as Kimche 
explains it; from the days of dbrabam for ever, 
even all the days of the world, provided they and 
their children walked in the ways of the Lord. 
This claufe may either be connected with the word 
dwell, or with the word give; and the fenfe is, 
either, that they fhould dwell in it for ever and 
ever; or it was given to their fathers for ever and 
ever. ee 

¥.8. Bebold, ye truft in ling words, 8c.] What 
they are diffuaded from, y. 4. is here affirmed they 
did, and which is introduced with a note of afle- 
veration, attention and admiration ; it being a cer- 
tain thing that they did fo; and was what was 
worthy of their confideration and ferious reflection 
upon and it was aftonifhing that they fhould, fince 
fo to do was of no advantage to them, but the 
contrary : that cannot profit, temple-worfhip and 
fervice, legal facrifices and ceremonies, could not 
take away fin, and expiate the guilt of it, or ju- | 
ftify men, and render them acceptable to God ; 
thefe, without faith in the blood and facrifice of 
Chrift, were of no avail; and efpecially could 
never be thought to be of any ufe and profit, when 
fuch grofs abominations were indulged by them, 
as. are next mentioned. =" 
y¥.9. Will ye fteal, murder, and commit adultery, 
and fwear falfy, &c.] At the fame time they 
offered facrifices, and trufted in them, they did 
thofe things, which would not be grateful to the 
Lord, nor profitable to them; or, ye do fleal, kc. 
fo the Septuagint, and all the Oriental verfions ; and 
likewife the Zargum; as charging them with them; 
thefe are fins againft the fecond table of the law, 
as what follow are againft the firft: and burn in 
cenfe to Baal, and walk after other gods whom y 
know not ; for they not only burnt ince 
which was an act of idolatrous worfhip ; 
other ftrange gods they had not kno 
whofe names they had never hea 
whofe help and affiftance they 
rience, nor received any benefit { 
from the one and only true God; and t 
was great folly and ingratitude in them 
the Lord, and walk after thefe. 

¥. 10. And come and fand be in this bar 
éc.] In the temple; this they did after they hac 
been guilty of fuch immoralities and dolatry ; thin 
ing by their appearance ther 
of a few ceremonies, and 
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fices, that all were atoned for : .or this denotes their. 
impudence, that after the commiffion.of fuch no- 
torious crimes, they fhould have the front to come 
anto the houfe of God, and ftand before him, as 
if they had never departed from him, and were his 
people, and the true worfhippers of him: which is 
talled by my name; the temple of God, the houfe 
of God, the fanétuary of the Lord; and where‘ his 
mame was allo called upon, being an houfe of 
prayer; or where prayer was made to the Lord: 
and fay, we are delivered, from the punifhment of 
the above fins, by coming into the temple, and 
ftanding before the Lord in it, by calling on his 
name, and offering facrifices, tho? with impure 
-hearts and hands, and in an hypocritical way: to 
do all thefe abominations , before-mentioned ; theft, 
‘murder, adultery, perjury and idolatry. The fenfe 
is, either, we are delivered and freed from punith- 
‘ment, that we may do thefe things with impunity ; 
this is the ufe we make’ of, and. the inference we 
draw from, our deliverance from evil: or we are 
delivered, the’ we commit thefe abominations, and 
therefore go onin them: or feeing we are delivered, 
therefore do we thefe things; not that they. really 
faid thefe words, but this was the language of 
their actions. The Syriac verfion is, dever us, 
while we commit all thefe fins. 
¥. 11. Is this boule which is called by my name, 
&c.] Meaning the temple: become a den of rob- 
bers in your eyes? or do you look upon it, and 
make ufe of it, as thieves do of dens ; who, when 
they have robbed and murdered men, betake them- 
felves to them, not only to fhare their fpoil, but 
to hide them{elves? juft fo thofe thieves, mur- 
derets, adulterers, perjurers and idolaters, after they 
had committed fuch grofs enormities, came into the 
‘temple and offered facrifices; thinking hereby to 
cover their fins, and expiate the guilt of them, and 
to be looked upon as good men, and true wor- 
fhippers of God, when they were no better than 
thieves and robbers ; and fuch were the Pharifees 
-.in Chrift’s time, and fuch was the temple as made 
by them; fee Matt. xxi. 13: bebold, even I have 
feen it, faith the Lord; not only all the abomina- 
tions committed by them, but the ufe they made 
of the erie and the worfhip of it; all the hy- 
pocrily of their hearts, and the inward thoughts of 
them, and their views and intentions in their of- 
ferings and facrifices; as well as what ruin and de- 
ftruction the Lord defigned to bring fhortly upon 
them, and upon that houfe which they had made 
a den of robbers; as follows, 
¥.12. But go ye now unto my place which was 
in Shiloh, &c.} A city in the tribe of Ephraim, 
on the north of Bethel, and the fouth of Lebouah, 
and not far from Shechem,.Fudg. xxi. 19. here were 
the tabernacle, the ark and altar of the Lord, 
and the facrifices ; and therefore the tabernacle is 
called the tabernacle of Shilob, Pf. Ixxviii. 60. and 
here the Lord calls it his place ; the place of the 
houfe of his Shekinah, as the Targum paraphrafes 
it; and where he would have thofe people go; 
which is not to be underftood locally, but of their 
taking this place into the confideration of their 
minds, and obferve what was done to it, and be- 
came of it; tho’ it was once the place where the 
~ Lord dwelt, and where his name was called for- 
merly ; as follows: ewhere I fet my name at the firft ; 
when the children of J/rae/ firft entered into Ca- 
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naan’s land, the tabernacle was fet up ‘and efta- 
blithed in Shiloh, in. Fofoua’s time, Fofd. xviii. 1. 
and there it continued to the times of Ai: and fee 
what I did to it, for the wickednefs of my people 
Irael ; he refufed and forfook his tabernacle there ; 
he fuffered the ark, which was fetched from thence 
in the times of Ei, to be taken and carried cap- 
tive, and that becaufe of the fins of his people, 
Pf. \xxviii. 60, 61, 67. 1 Sam. iv. 4,11. Ferom™ 
fays, in his time, the altar that was pulled down 
was fhown, tho’ fcarce the foundations of it were 
to be feen. Now the Lord would have thefe peo- 
ple confider what was done to Shiloh; that tho’ this 
was the firft place where the tabernacle was fet in 
the land of Canaan, and fo the inhabitants “of it 
had antiquity on their fide; yet this did not fecure 
them, nor the tribe it was in, from being rejected 
by the Lord, when they finned againft him ; nor 
fhould the tribes of F¥udzh and Benjamin think them- 
felves fecure becaufe of the temple of the Lord, 
fince they might expect he would do to them for 
their fins, what he had done to others before.” 

¥.13. And now, becaufe ye have done ell thefe 
works, faith the Lord, &c.] Meaning evil works, 
fuch as theit, murder, adultery, perjury and ido- 
latry, mentioned ¥: 8. or the fame which were 
done by the people of J/rae/, on account of which 
the tabernacle at Shilob was left: and I fpake unto 
you rifing up early; that is, by his fervants the pro- 
phets, whom he fent unto them, and by whom he 
ipoke, as the Targum paraphrafes it, and as it is 
iny.25. and.in ch. xliv. 4. fee 2 Chron. xxxvi. 15. 
which fhows the Lord’s great concern for this peo- 
ple; his early care of them, in fending his fervants 
betimes to warn, rebuke and reclaim them: aad 
peaking, but ye heard not; would not liften to the 
words of the prophets, and of the Lord by them ; 
but turned a deaf ear to them, which aggravates 
their ftubbornnefs; obftinacy and wickednefs, that 
fo much refpeé&t fhould be fhown them, fo much 
pains fhould be taken with them, and that fo early, 
and yetto no purpofe: and called you, but yeanfwered 
not; this call was by the external miniftry of the 
prophets, and was with great vehemence.in them, 
but not with divine energy; however, it was fuf- 
ficient to leave the Fews without excufe; and their 
inattention to it expofes their hardnefs and wilful 
obftinacy ; fee Prov. i. 24. 

¥.14. Therefore will I do unto this houfe, which 
is called by my name, &c.} The temple, as in 
y¥.11. for tho’ it was called by his name, and his 
name was called upon in it, yet this could not fe- 
cure it from defolation; for fo the name of the 
Lord was fet in the tabernacle at Shi/ob, and yet 
he forfook it, thro’ the wickednefs of the people : 
wherein ye tru? ; they trufted in the facrifices there 
offered up, and the fervice there performed; in the 
holinefs of the place, and becaufe it was the refi- 
dence of the divine majefty, wherefore they thought 
this would be a protection and, defence of them ; 
and this was trufting in lying words, as in ¥. 4: 
and unto the place which I gave unto you, and your 
fathers; meaning either Ferufalem; and fo the Syriac 
verfion renders it, and to the city; or the whole 
land of Fudea, as inv. 7: as I have done to Shiloh 
fee the note on ¥. 12. . 

¥.15. And I will caft you out of my fight, &e.} 
Or, from before my face, or faces" out of the land 
of Fudea, and caufe them to go into captivity 3 
an 
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and fo thé Targum paraphrafes it, ** I will caufe 
«© you to remove out of the land of the houfe of 
« my majefty :” as I have caft out all your ‘bre- 
thren, even the whole feed of Ephraim, or Ijrael, 
as the Targum, that is, the ten tribes fo called, 
becaufe Ephraim a principal tribe, and the metro- 
polis of the kingdom was in it, and Fereboam the 
firft king of the ten tribes was of it: now, as they 
were carried captive into Babylon, fo fhould the 
Jews ; or they of the two tribes of ‘fudab and Ben- 
jamin, who could not expect to fare better than 
their brethren, who were more in’ number than 
they ; and efpecially fince they were guilty of the 
fame fins. 

¥.16. Therefore pray not thou for this people, 
&c.] Thefe are the words of the Lord to the 
prophet Feremiah, forbidding him to pray for the 
people of the Jews which he either was doing, 
or about to do, and which, from the great affec- 
tion he had for them, he was inclined unto ; where- 
fore to fhow how much the Lord was difpleafed 
with them, and how determined he was to punifh 
them with captivity, he orders the prophet not to 
make any fupplication for them: neither lift up 
cry nor prayer for them; referring to the geftures 
of lifting up the eyes and hands in prayer, and 
alfo to the frame of the heart, in the exercife of 
faith and holy confidence: cry and prayer are put 
together, becaufe prayer is fometimes made, efpe- 
cially when perfons are in great diftrefs, with ftrong 
cryings and tears; fee Heb. v. 7: neither make ri 
terceffion to me; or, meet me°; or come between 
him and this people, and fo aé the part of a me- 
diator, of which office interceffion is a branch ; it 
properly belongs to Chrift. The Jews fay * there 
is no Py35 meeting, but prayer, or that is always 
intended by it; for proof of which they cite this 
paffage : for I “will not bear thee ; on the behalf of 
them, being fo highly provoked by them, and de- 
termined they fhould go into captivity ; fee ch. 
4. ef 

y. 17. Seeft thou not what they do in the cities of 
Fudab, &c.| Not in one city only, but in all of 
them, and particularly the chief of them; as fol- 
lows: and in the fireets of Ferufalem? thefe words, 
with what is faid next, fhew the reafon why the 
prophet was forbid to pray for this people, and the 
Lord was fo provoked with them, as to caft them 
out of his fight ; and he appeals to the prophet, 
and to what whe faw, or which he might fee ; for 
what was done was done not in fecret, but openly, 
in the very ftreets of the city; by which he might 
be fufficiently convinced it was but juft with God 
to do what he determined to do with them. 

¥.18. The children gather wood, &c.] In the 
fields, or out of the neighbouring foreft ; not little 
children, but young men, who were able to cut 
down trees, and bear and carry burdens of wood : 
and the fathers kindle the fire, take the wood of 
their children, lay it in order, and put fire to it ; 
which fhows that they approved of what their 
children did, and that what they did, was by their 
direction and order: and the women knead their 
dough, fo that every age and fex were employed 
in idolatrous fervice, which is here intended ; the 
corruption was univerfal; and therefore the whole 
body was tipe for ruin; nor would the Lord be 
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intreated for them :,and all this preparation; wasj 
to make cakes for the queen of. heaven; the ‘moony 
as Abarbinel ; which rules by night, as the fun is ~ 
the king that rules by day; and which pee 
worfhipped by the heathens, whom the ; 
tated. Some render it, to the work, or works 
rip of heaven; that is, to the whole h Aims 
ven, fun, moon and ftars, which were w 
in the cities of Fudeh, and in the places) 3 | 
about erufalem, 2 Kings xxiii. 5. “Thei Dang 
renders it, ‘* to the ftar of heaven ;”” and, fanebi 
interprets it, of fome great ftar in the hea 
called the queen of heaven; and thinks that th 
cakes had the imprefs of a ftar upon them ; ; fee 
Amos v.26. where mention is made of, Chinn, your 
image, the fiar of your God. The word chiun is 
a-kin to the word here tranflated cakes, and thought 
to be explained by a ftar; fee alfo dfs vii. 43. 
but it feems rather to be the moon, which. is. ex- 
prefsly called by Apuleius * the queen of heayen ; 
and often by others, Ce/efis; and Urenia, by the 
Africans, as Tertullian * and Herodian* affirm ; as 
alfo, Beltis, by Abydenus*, and Baaltis, by Pbhilo- 
Byblius, or Sanchoniatho * ; which have the figni- 
fication of queen; and thefe cakes sale have. the 
form of the moon upon them, and be made ; 
offered in imitation of the fhew-bread: aud te pour 
out drink-offerings unto other gods, not different from 
the queen of heaven, and the hofts thereof; for to 
her and them drink-offerings were poured out, er. 
xliv. 18, 19. but other gods befides the one, only, 
living and true God: that they may provoke me to 
anger; not that this was their intention, but fo at 
bis area ; 
Do they provoke me to anger, faith. the 
Loa: ? &e. ] No: he can’t be provoked to, anger 
as men are; anger does not fall upon him as.it 
does on men; there is no fuch affection 1 in God. as 
there is in men; his Spirit can’t be irritated. and 
provoked in the manner that the fpirits of men may 
be ; and tho’ fin, and particularly idolatry,’ is dif- 
agreeable to him, contrary to his nature, and. re- 
pugnant to his will; yet the damage arifing from it, 
is more to men themfelves than to him ; and tho’ 
he fometimes does things which are lid to what 
are done by men when they are angry, yet in reality 
there is no fuch perturbation in God as there is in 
men: do they ot provoke themfelves to the con- 
fujion of their own faces? the greateft hurt that is 
done is done to themfelves; they are the fufferers - 
in the end; they bring ruin and deftruction upon 
themfelves ;. and therefore have great reafon to be 
angry with themfelves, fince what they do iffues in 
their own fhame and confufion. The Targum. is, 
«¢ do they think that they provoke me, faith the 
“< Lord ? is it not for evil to themfelves. that they 
‘** may be confounded in their works?” 
¥.20. Therefore thus faith the Lord God, 
Since thefe are their thoughts, and this _ 
of their doings : debold, my anger and my fi 
be poured out upon this place ; ; like fire, to 
and deftroy it; meaning Ferufalem, w 
burned with fire ; ; as an emblem of Ge 
and an inftance of his vengeance upon 
which came down in great See 1 ‘ 
or tempeft : upon man, and upon bea ‘upon be 
for clio of man, they being: his, peo 
af ab. 4 o tre 


Vulg. Lat. & ne intervenias : apud, me Tigurne 


w Apud ib. 1. z. c, 10. p. 38. 


Chviiny.21--26. FERRE MIAA. 


for his‘ufe , otherwife they are innocent, and do 
not deferve the wrath of God, nor are they fen- 
fiblé of it: and upon the trees of the field, and upon 
the fruit of your ground ; which fhould be blighted 
by nipping winds, or cut down and trampled upon 
by the Chaldean army : and it fall burn, and fball 
not be quenched that is, the wrath of God fhall 
burn like fire, and fhall not, ceafe until it has exe- 
cuted the whole will of God in the punifhment of 
his people. | 

yv. 21. Thus faith the Lord God of hofts, the God of 
Jfracl, &c.] The Lord of armies above and be- 
low, and the covenant-God of the people of J/rael; 
who: were bound to ferve him, not only by the 
laws of creation, and the bounties of providence, 
but were under obligation fo to do by the diftin- 
guifhing bleflings of his goodnefs beftowed upon 
them; wherefore their idolatry, and other fins 
committed againft him, were the more heinous 
and ageravated : put your burnt-offerings unto your 
Jacrifices, and eat fieo ; that is, add one offering to 
another ; offer every kind of facrifice, and when 
you have done, eat the flefh of them yourfelves , 
for that is all the advantage that comes by them ; 
they are not acceptable to me, as archi obferves, 
therefore why fhould you lofe them: burnt-otter- 
ings were wholly confumed, and nothing was left 
of them to eat; but of other facrifices there were, 
particularly the peace-offerings ; which the Fewwzsh 
comunentators think are here meant by facrifices ; 
and therefore the people are bid to join them toge- 
ther, that they might have flefh to eat; which was 
all the profit arifing to them by legal facrifices. 
The words feem to be farcaftically fpoken; fhew- 
ing the unacceptablenefs of legal facrifices to God, 
when fin was indulged, and the unprofitablenels of 
them to men. 

y¥.22. For I fpake not unio your fathers, &c.] 
Meaning not dbrabam, Iaac and Jacob, but Mo/es, 
Aaron, and others, who were living at the time 
of the bringing of the children of J/rael out of 
Egypt, as appears by what follows : nor commanded 
them in the day that I brought them out of the land 
of Egypt, concerning burnt-offerings, or facrifices , 
thefe are not in the decalogue or ten commands ; 
thefé are no part of that law or covenant, but are 
an appendage or addition to it; and tho’ they are 
of early inftitution and ufe, yet they. never were 
appointed for the fake of themfelves, but for an- 
other end; they were types of Chrift, and were 
defigned to lead the faith of the people of God to 


him ; they never were intended as proper expia- 


tions of fin, and much lefs to cover and encou- 
rage immorality; whenever therefore they were of- 
fered up in an hypocritical manner, and without 
faith in Chrift, and in order to atone for finful 
aétions, without any regard to the facrifice of 
Chrift ; they were an abomination to the Lord. 
Thefe were not the only things the Lord com- 
manded the children of J/rae/, nor the chief and 
principal ones; and in comparifon of others of 
more confequence and moment, were as none at all, 
and which are next mentioned. 

y¥.23. But this thing commanded I them, faying, 
&c.] This was the fum and fubftance of what 
was then commanded, even obedience to the mo- 
ral law; this was the main and principal thing en- 
joined, and to which the promife was annexed : 
obey my voice; the word of the Lord, his com- 
mands, the precepts of the decalogue ; obedience 
to which was preferable to the facrifices of the ce- 
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remonial law ; fee 1 Sam. Xv. 22. wherefore it fol- 
lows: and I will be your God, and ye fball be my 
people, the meaning is, that whilft they were obe- 
dient to him, he would proteét them from their 
enemies, and continue them in their privileges and 
bleffings, which he had beftowed upon them as his 
peculiar people: and walk ye in all the ways that I 
have commanded you, not only in fome of them, 
but in all of them; not merely in the obfervance 
of legal facrifices, but chiefly in the performance 
of moral actions; even in all the duties of religion, 
in whatfoever is required in the law, refpecting 
God or man: that it may be well unto you, that 
they might continue in the land which was given 
them for an inheritance, and enjoy ail the bleffings 
promifed to their obedience, 

¥.24. But they hearkened not, nor inclined their 
ear, &c.] Neither to the law that was given them, 
nor to the promifes that were made unto them : 
this was the cafe of the Fewi/h fathers, and alfo of 
their pofterity, to whom belonged the law, and 
the promifes, and the fervice of God: but walked 
in the counfels, and in the imagination of their evil 
heart ; what their evil heart imagined, advifed and 
directed to, that they attended to, walked in, and 
purtued after. The heart of man is evil; it is 
defperately wicked, even wickednefs itfelf; and fo 
is every thought, and every imagination of the 
thoughts of it, and all its counfels, machinations 
and contrivances; and therefore the confequence 
of walking in thefe, or fteering the courfe of life 
according to them, muft be bad: and went back- 
ward, and not forward, they went backwards from 
the ways of God, and walked not in them. The 
Targum is, ** they turned the back in my wor- 
** fhip, and did not put my fear before their face;”? 
or elfe this may defign, not their fin, but their pu- 
nifhment, as Kimchi interprets it; they did not 
profper, but fuffered adverfity ; a curfe, and not a 
blefling, attended the works of their hands, 

Ve25. Since the day that your fathers came forth 
out of the land of Egypt, unto this day, &c.| That 
is, in all generations; ever fince their firft coming 
out of Egypt, they had been difobedient to the 
commands of God, and had walked after their 
own hearts lufts, and had gone backward, and not 
forward ; for this is not to be connected with what 
follows: I have even fent unto you all my fervants 
the prophets, daily rifing up early, and fending them ; 
which fhould be rendered, altho’ I have /ent*; 
which is an aggravation of their fin, that they 
fhould continue in their difobedience, tho’ the Lord 
fent to them to exhort and warn them, not one, or 
two of his fervants the prophets, but all of them, 
and that daily ; who rofe betimes in the morning, 
which denotes their care and diligence to do their 
meflage ; and which, becaufe they were fent of 
the Lord, and did his work as he directed them, 
it is attributed to himfelf; and of thefe there was 
a conftant fucceffion, from the time of their coming 
out of Egypt, unto that day; which fhows the 
goodnefs of God to that people, and their floths 
tulnefs, hardnefs and obftinacy. , 

¥. 26. Yet they hearkened not unto me, &c.] 
Speaking by the prophets: zor inclined their ear ; 
to what was faid to them; would not liften to it, 
and much lefs obey what was commanded them : 
but hardened their neck, and fo became ftiff-necked, 
and would not fubmit to bear the yoke of the law: 
they did worfe than their fathers; every generation 
grew more and more wicked, and went on to be . 

fo 


“ x noun) & quamvis miferim, Ar. Interpr. cum tamen mitterem, Syr. 
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fo until the meafure of their iniquity was filled. 
up; hence it follows, _ } ss bald 


unto them, 8cc.| Before-mentioned in the chapter 
exhortations to duty, dehortations from fin, pro- 
mifes and threatenings: Aut they will not hearken 
to thée; fo as to reform from their evil ways, and 
do the will of God; they will neither be allured 
by promifes, nor awed by menaces: thou foalt aljo 
call unto them, with a loud voice, fhewing great 
vehemency and earneftnefs, being concerned for 
their good, and knowing the danger they were in: 
but they will not anfwer thee, this the Lord knew, 
being God omnifcient ; and therefore, when it 
came to pafs, it would be a confirmation to the 
prophet of his miffion; and being told of it be- 
fore-hand, was prepared to meet with, and expect 
fuch ia reception from them ; fo that he would not 
be difcouraged at it ; and at the fame time it would 
confirm the chara¢ter given of this people before. 
¥.28. But thou foalt fay unto them, &c.| Hav- 
ing found by experience, after long {peaking and 
calling to them, that they are a difobedient and 
incorrigible people: this is 2 nation that ebeyeth 
not the voice of the Lord their God; who, tho’ the 
Lord is their God, and has chofen and avouched 
them to be his fpecial people, whom he has di- 
flinguifhed by fpecial favours, yet what he fays 
by his prophets they pay no regard unto, and are 
no better than the Genéi/es, which know not God : 
nor receiveth corretiion, or impruciion’, {0 as to be 
reclaimed, and made the better; neither by the 
word, nor by the rod; neither had any effeét upon 
them: truth is perifbed, and is cut off from their 
mouth ,; neither faith nor faithfulnefs is in them ; 
nothing but lying, hypocrify and infincerity. 
- ¥.29. Cut off thine bair, O Jerufalem, and caf 
it away, &c.] © This fupplement is made, becaufe 
the word is feminine ; and therefore can’t be di- 
rected to the prophet, but to Feru/alem, and its in- 
habitants; fhaving the head is a fign of mourn- 
ing, fob i. 20. and this is enjoined, to fhew that 
there would foon be a reafon for it ; wherefore it 
follows : and take up a lamentation on high places 5 
that it might be heard afar off ; or becaufe of the 
idolatry frequently committed in high places. The 
Targum is, ‘* pluck off the hair for thy great ones 
“* that are carried captive, and take up a lamen- 
“* tation for the princes :” for the Lord hath re- 
jected and forfaken the generation of bis wrath; a 
generation of men, deferving of the wrath of God, 
and appointed to it, on whom he determined to 
pour it out; of which his rejection and forfaking 
of them was a token: this was remarkably true of 
that generation in which Chrift and ‘his apoftles 
lived, who difbelieved the Meffiah, and had no 
faith in him, and fpoke lying and blafphemous 
words concerning him; and therefore were re- 
jected and forfaken by the Lord ; and wrath came 
upon them to the uttermoft. 
_ ¥. 30. Lor the children of Judah have done evil 
in my fight, faith the Lord, &c.| Meaning not a 
fingle aétion only, but a feries, a courfe of evil 
actions ; and thofe openly, in a daring. manner, 
not only before men, but in the fight of God, and 
in contempt of him, like the men of Sodom, Gen. 
Xi. 13: they have fet their cbominations in the houfe 
which is called by my name, to defile it; that is, fet 
their idols in the temple; here Manaffeh fet up a 


graven image of the grove, 2 Kings xxi. 7. which’ 
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¥.27. Therefore thou foalt fpeak all thefe words 


inftance of Abraham offering up Ifaac, will 


 ficed, was not by divine command. beth 


little longer and they would be come; for it was 


Joail no more be called Tophet ; no more be ui 


foal bury in Tophet, till there be no 


/ 


was done, as if it was done on purpofe to d 
file it, i > ae Sb ae 

‘y. 31. And they have peire: ey of 
Tophet, &c.] Where was the idol Mok 
which place had its name, as archi thit 
beating of drums, that the parents of th 
that were burnt might not hear the cry 
which is in the valley of the fon of Hinnom 
ley near Yerufalem, and Jay to the th of it, 
Fof. xv. 8. and xviii. 16: to burn their fons and. 
their daughters in the fire; which was done, 2 
chi fays, by putting them into the arms of the 
brazen image Moloch, heated hot. The acc 
he gives of Topbet, is this, ‘* Topbhet is Moloch, 
‘© which was made of brafs; and they heated him 
‘* from his lower parts; and his hands being 
ftretched out, and made hot, they put the child 
between his hands, and it was burnt; when it 
vehemently cried out; but the priefts beat a 
*¢ drum, that the father might not hear the voice 
‘* of his fon, and his bowels might not be m oved | 
but in this he is miftaken ; for Topbet was not t 
name of an idol, but of a place, as is clear from 
this and the following verfe. There is fome agree- 
ment between this account of Farchi, and” 
which Diodorus Siculus + gives of Saturn, to wl 
children were facrificed by the Carthaginians ; ° 
had, he fays, a brazen image of Saturn, whicl 
{tretched out his hands, inclining to the earth; fo 
that a child put upon them, rolled down, and fell. 
into a chafm full of fire: which I commanded them. 


“6 


T4 
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\not ; not in my law, as the Targum, nor by any 


of the prophets, as ‘Yarchi paraphrafes it; he com~ 
manded them, as Kimchi obferves, to burn their’ 
beafts, but not their fons and daughters. The 


I not ju 
ftify it. The cafe of Yephtba’s daughter, if facri- 
ing 
of feed to Moloch, and letting any pafs thro’ the 
fire to him, is exprefsly forbidden, Lev. xviii. 21- 
and xx. 23: neither came it into my heart; it was 
not fo much as thought of by him, ftill lefs de- 
fired, and much lefs commanded by him, ‘gan 
note is, ‘* tho’ Ifpake to 4brabem to flay his fon, 
“ it did not enter into my heart that he fhould 
“¢ flay him, but to make known his righteouf- 
“iacts.% ; 

y¥. 32. Therefore bebold, the days come, faith the 
Lord, &c.] And they were coming on apace; 2 


but a few years after this, ere Ferufalem was be- 
fieged and taken by the army of the Chaldeans, 
and the flaughter made after-mentioned : that # 


fuch barbarous and idolatrous worfhip ; 
more have its name from fuch a fhocking” 
{tance : nor the valley of the fon of Hinnom 
had been from the times of ‘ofhua: but 
of laughter, or, of the flain, as the Ta 
tuagint, Syriac and Arabic verfions ; b 
multitude of men that fhould be kill 
brought there to be buried; as folloy 


be no more room to bury there; 
was 70 place * elfewhere ; the numbe e flan | 
ing fo many: this was in righteous ment, 
that where they had facrificed heir children. Te 
they fhould be flain, at leaft b 


“yh. 33. Aud. the carcafes ¢ ya 
meat for the fowls of the beaven - the Ba 
/ oat tess oie oa. > 
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of the earth, &c.] That is, thofe which remain 
unburied, for which there will be found no place 
to bury them in; all places, particularly Tophet, 
being .o full of dead bodies ; not to have a burial, 
which is here threatened, was accounted a great 
judgment: and none fhall fray them away; or 
trighien them away; that is, drive away the fowls 
and the beafts from the carcafes. The fenfe is, 
eitiicr, that there fhould be fuch a vaft confump- 
tion of men, that there would be none left to do 
this, aod fo the fowls and beafts might prey upon 
the caicafes without any difturbance; or elfe, that 
thofe thar were left would be fo devoid of hu- 
manity, as not to do this office for the dead. 
¥.34. Then will I caufe to ceafe from ihe cities 
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of Fudab, and from the fireets of Ferufalem, 8c.] 
Signifying that the devaftation fhould not only be 
in and about Jeru/jalem, but fhould reach all over 
the land of Judea: fince in all cities, towns and 
villages would ceafe the voice’ of mirth, and the 
voice of gladnefs; upon any account whatever; and 
inftead of that, mourning, weeping and lamenta- 
tion: the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of 
the bride; no marrying, and giving in marriage, 
and fo no expreffions of joy on fuch occafions; and 
confequently no likelihood,.at prefent, of repeopling 
the city of Ferufalem, and the other cities ot Fu- 
dah: for the land fhall be defolate ; without people 
to dwell in it, and till it. The Septuagint, Syriac 
and 4rabic verfions read, the whole land. 


CHAP. VII. 


| ba this chapter the prophet goes on to denounce 


grievous calamities upon the people of the. 


Fews; fuch as would make death more eligible 
than life; and that becaufe of their idolatry, y. 1, 
2, 3. and alfo becaufe of their heinous backflidings 
in other refpects, and continuance in them, y. 4, 5. 
likewife their impenitence and ftupidity, v. 6, 7. 
their vain conceit of themfelves, and their own 
wifdom,; their falfe interpretation of {cripture, and 
their rejeCtion of the word of God, y. 8, 9. their 
covetoufnefs, for which ’tis faid their wives and 
fields fhould be given to others, ¥. 10, their flat- 
tery of the people, and their impudence, on ac- 
count of which, ruin and confumption, and a 
blaft on their vines and fig-trees are threatened, 
y. 11, 12, 13. their confternation is defcribed, by 
their fleeing to their defenced cities ; by their fad 
difappointment in the expectation of peace and 
profperity ; and the near approach of their ene- 
mies ; devouring their land, and all in it; who 
are compared to ferpents and cockatrices that can- 
not be charmed, ¥. 14, 15, 16, 17. and the chapter 
is clofed with the prophet’s expreffions of forrow 
and concern for his people, becaufe of their diftrefs, 
their idolatry had brought upon them ; and becaufe 
of their hopelefs, and feemingly irrecoverable ftate 
and condition, ¥. 18, 19, 20, 21. 22. 


¥.1. At that time, faith the Lord, they fhall 


bring out the bones of the kings of Fudah, &c.| That 
is, either the Chaldeans, or the Romans would do 
this ; for this refers to the deftruction of Feru/alem, 
either by the former, or the latter ; and it is cer- 
tain, that Ferufalem was ploughed up by the Ro- 
mans, whereby the prophecy in Mic, iii. 12. was 
accomplifhed ; when it is highly probable the 
graves were dug up, and the bones of the dead 
brought out, and {icattered abroad by way of re- 
venge; or it may be, that graves were opened, 
efpecially the graves of kings and great men, for 
the fake of fifding treafure in them: it follows, 
and the bones of his princes; of the princes of Fu- 
dab: and the bones of the priefts ; that facrificed to 
idols : and the bones of the prophets, the falfe pro- 
phets ; tho’ this might be the cafe of the priefts 
and prophets of the Lord; whofe bones, in ‘this 
general devaftation, might be expofed as well as 
others; which of all might be thought to be the 
moft facred : and the bones of the inhabitants of Fe- 
rufalem out of their graves; high and low, rich 
and poor, male and female ; their graves, in com- 
mon, were without the city. 
Vou. EL N®. 14. 


‘ 


¥.2. And they fhall fpread them before the fun and 
the moon, and all the boft of heaven, &c.| The 
ftars. This fhows, not only that they fhould be 
publickly expofed ; but, as it refers to their ido- 
latrous worfhip of the fun, moon and ftars, that 
thefe deities will not be able to help them; as they 
could not prevent their dead bodies being dug up, 
fo neither could they order, or caufe them to be 
gathered together, and buried again; whom they 
have loved ; whereas they ought to have loved the 
Lord their God, and him only : it means an ido- 
latrous love of, and affection for them; and not 
the love of them, as creatures for ufe and delight ; 
otherwife the light of the fun, moon and ftars, is 
{weet, and their influence great; and a pleafant 
thing it is to behold them, and efpecially the for- 
mer of them, the fountain of light and heat: and 
whom they have ferved ; more, and befides the crea- 
tor of them; whom they fhould have ferved, the 
Lord of hofts, and him only: and after whom they 
have walked, not in a natural and literal fenfe, 
but in a religious one, as is after explained: and 
whom they have fought ; for advice and counfel, 
and by making their prayers and fupplications to 
them: and whom they have worfhipped ; by bowing 
the knee, or kiifing the hand; by offering facri- 
fices, and burning incenfe, and putting up petitions 
to them; by trufting in them, and expecting good 
things from them; fee 2 Kings xxi. 3, 4, 5. and 
Xxill. 5. Fer. vii. 18. Ezek. viii. 16: they fhall not 
be gathered, nor be buried; meaning, not the men 
that fhould die in thofe times, but the bones that 
fhould be brought out of the graves; thefe having 
been {cattered about, fhould not be collected toge- 
ther again, and replaced in their fepulchres: they 


Joall be for dung upon the face of the earth; that is, 


they fhould lie and rot upon the face of the earth, 
and crumble into duft, and become dung for it,; 

fee P/. Ixxxiil. 10. 
¥. 3. And death fhall be chofen rather than life, 
&c.] By them that fhould be alive in thofe times, 
who would be carried captive into other lands, and 
be ufed very hardly, and fuffer greatly, by the na- 
tions among whom they fhould dwell; fee Rev. 
ix. 6. The Septuagint verfion, and thofe that fol- 
low it, make this to be a reafon of the former, 
reading the words thus, decaufe they have chofen 
death rather than life; fee Deut. xxx. 19. but the 
other fenfe is beft, which is confirmed by what fol- 
lows: dy all-the refidue of them that remain of this 
evil family , the nation of the Fews, become very 
corrupt and degenerate ; fo the people of J/rael are 
é, 5? called 
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called the whole family of [rael, Amos iii, 1. now 


it is foretold, that thofe which remained of that} contrary to all this. dl 
mole: eh ‘aright, nor act aright, nor fpeak aright. “No wan 


people, who died not by famine, or were not flain 
by the fword, yet fhould be in fuch a miferable 
condition, as that death would be more eligible to 
them than life: even which remain in all the places, 
whither I have driven them, faith the Lord of hofts ; 
for tho’ they were carried captive by men, yet the 
thing was of the Lord, and a juft punifhment upon 
them for their fins. 
¥. 4. Moreover, thou fhalt fay unto them, &c.] 
The Jews, in Feremiah’s time, in order to leave 
them inexcufable, tho’ the Lord had before affured 
that they would not hearken to him, ch. vii. 27 : 
thus faith the Lord, fhall they fall, and not rife? 
men, when they fall, endeavour to get up again, 
and generally they do: /hall be turn away, and not 
yeturn 2 when a man turns out of the right way 
into a wrong one, as foon as he is fenfible of his 
miftake, he returns back ; this is ufually done a- 
mong men. This is generally the cafe in a natu- 
ral fenfe, and might be expected in a moral fenfe,; 
that whereas thefe people had fallen into fin, they 
would rife again by repentance; and having turned 
from the good ways of God, would foon return 
again to them. 
¥. 5. Why then is this people of Ferufalem flidden 
back by a perpetual backfliding ? &c.| Thefe people 
fall into fin, and rife not again by repentance ; 
they turn out of the good ways of God and reli- 
gion, and return not again; they backflide and 
revolt from the Lord, and they continue in their 
revolt and rebellion ; their backfliding is an ever- 
lafting one; there is no hope of their repentance 
and recovery : it is a vehement and paffionate ex- 
poftulation about the people of the ‘ews, founded 
upon the former general obfervation, fhewing them 
to be the worft of all people : it is a common fay- 
ing, it is a long lane that has no turning; but 
thefe people having departed from the Lord, re- 
turn no more. A very learned man renders the 
words, why does Ferufalem turn away this people 
with an obftinate averfion® ? that is, the rulers and 
governors of Ferufalem, as in Matt. xxiii. 37. or 
rather thus, why does a ftubborn averfion turn away 
this people, O Ferufalem ? and fo they are an ad- 
drefs to the magiftrates and inhabitants of Feru/a- 
lem. They hold faft deceit; practife it, and continue 
in the practice of it, both with God and man: 
they refufe to return, to the Lord, to his worfhip, 
and to the right ways of holinefs and truth, from 
whence they had erred ; fee ch. v. 3. 
¥. 6. I bearkened and beard, &c.| Thefe are ei- 
ther the words of the prophet, as Kimchi and Abar- 
binel think; who liftened and attended to, and made 
his obfervations upon the words and aétions, con- 
duét and behaviour, of this people, of which he 
gives an account: or of the Lord himfelf, as the 
Targum, who hearkened to the language of their 
hearts and actions, and heard the words of their 
mouth ; all that they fpake againft him, againft 
his prophets, and thofe that feared his name ; 
all their lying words, their falfe fwearing; all their 
oaths and curfes, and every idle expreffion that 
dropped from them ; all which he takes notice of, 
and men are accountable to him for them: but 
they fpake not aright-, what is fo in the fight of 
God and good men; what is agreeable to right 
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reafon, and the word of God; they fpake whar was > 

Wicked men neither’ think 


repented him of bis wickednefs; of his heart, of his 
lips, and of his life; no man can repent of him- 
felf; no man truly does, without the pracé of God: 
Saying, what have I done? which queftion an impe- 
nitent man does not put; but whet it is made, 
the true anfwer to be returned to it is; that which 
is contrary to the nature of God; whith is a breach 
of his law; which a man has reafon to be afhamed 
of ; at which he may be aftonifhed, it being 16 ex- 
ceeding finful that which caft the angels out of 
heaven, Adam out of paradife, and wicked men 
down to hell ; which is defervine of the wrath of 
God, and eternal death; for which a man ‘can 
never make atonement himfelf; and by which he 
is undone to all intents and purpofes, without an 
intereft in Chrift, and falvation by him. very 
one turneth to bis courfe,; which is nota good, but 
a bad one; fin is a way, a road, a path, in which 
men walk ; a courfe, a feries of finning, a pro- 
erefs and perfifting in it; fuch as the cbirie GE this 
world, and this courfe is evil. Eph. ii. 2: as the 
horfe. rufoeth into the battel, which denotes their 
fwiftnefs to commit fin, the pleafure they take in 
it, and their inattention to danger, and death ‘by 
it; fee Fob xxxix. 21—25. or overflows ©; the im- 
petuofity of the horfé is exprefied by the overflow- 
ing of a river. walled 

y. 7. Yea, the ftork in the heaven knoweth her 
appointed times, &c.] Of going and returning; for 
this is a bird of paflage, as P/iny * and other natu- 
ralifts obferve ; which goes away as winter ap- 
proaches, and returns when that is over. The 
temperature of the air, as to heat and cold, and 
the natural propenfity of fuch birds of paffage to 
breed their young, are thought to be the incen- 
tives to change their habitation ; and a wonderful 
thing it is in nature, that they fhould know the 
proper time of their paflage, what places to go to, 
and how to fteer their courfe thither; and as the 
above naturalift obferves, they go and come in the 
night: and the turtle, and the crane, and the fwal- 
low, obferve the time of their coming ; for thefe alfo 
are birds of paflage; the turtle is abfent in the 
winter, and its coming is a fign of fpring, Can?. ii. 
11, 12. the crane, according to lianus*, goes 
away with the ftork, and returns when winter is 
over; and the fame is obfervable of the fwallow, 
hence the common faying, one fwallow does not 
make fpring ; fo Horace ‘ ufes birundine prima, for 
the beginning of fpring. Where thefe birds retire 
to is not known; fome think the fwallows flie 
into Egypt and Ezhiopia ,; but Olaus Magnus * fays, 
they lurk in holes, and even under water, where 
they hang together, and are fometimes drawn out 
in clufters, and being brought to the fire and 
thawed, will revive and fly about. But my people 
know not the judgment of the Lords ae not 
the unfearchable judgments of God, or thole pro- 
vidential difpenfations of God which are a’ great 
deep, and are not clearly difcerned and known by 
the beft of men; but either his own judgments, 
which are inflicted upon wicked men an: 
ments for fin, which yet are not taken notice of, 
and duly attended to, as they fhould be; or rather 
the law of God, and his revealed word, which is 
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_the rule of judgment and juftice, and a declara- 
tion of righteouineis, fhewing what is juft and good, 
and ought to be done, which they were willingly 
ignorant of ; or elfe the: final and future judgment 
of God after death, to which all men muft come, 
and, into which every thought, word, and work 
will. be brought, and which day wicked men put 
far irom them; fee J/: is3. ; 

yi. 8. How do ye fay, we are wife, &c.] Which 
they. were continually boafting of, tho’ they were 
ignorant of the judgment of the Lord, and-were 
more ftupid than the ftork, turtle, crane, and fwal- 
low: and the law of the Lord is with us ? this was 
the foundation of their boaft, becaufe the law was 
given..to them, and not to the nations of. the 
world, which knew not God, and therefore they 
mutt be a wife and underftanding people; and 
this law continued with them, they had it in their 
fynagogues, and in their houfes, and read it, and 
heard, or at leaft they might and ought to have 
cheard and read it, and in this they trufted; of this 
character and ca{ft were the Fews in the times of 
Chrift and his apoftles, Rom. ii. 17—20. to which 
agrees the Targum, “* how fay ye, we are wife, and 
“© in the law of the Lord we truft ?” Lo, certainly 
in vain made heit ; either the law, which was made 
or given in vain by the Lord to this people, fince 
they made no better ufe of it, and valued them- 
{elves upon having it, without acting according to 
it; or the pen of the fcribe, which was made by 
him in vain to write it, as follows: the pen of the 
feribes is in vain, in vain, and to no purpofe, were 
the fcribes employed in writing out copies of the 
law, when either it was not heard or read, or how- 
ever the things it enjoined were not put in practice; 
or the pen of the fcribes was in vain, when em- 
ployed in writing out falfe copies of the law, or 
‘falfe glofies and interpretations of it, fuch as were 
made by the Scribes and Pharifees in Chrift’s time, 
and the fathers before them, by whofe traditions 
the word of God was made of none effect: and fo 
the Targum, ‘‘ therefore lo, in vain the fcribe hath 
<< made the lying pen to falfify;” that is, the 
fcriptures. The words may be rendred, ‘‘ verily, 
** behold with a lie he wrought ; the pen is the lie 
<* of the fcribes *.” 

¥. 9. The wife men are afbamed, &c.| Of the 
wifdom of which they boafted, when it would ap- 
pear to be folly, and unprofitable to them: they 
are difmayed and taken ; afirighted at the calamities 
coming upon them, and taken as in a fnare, as 
the wife fometimes are in their own craftinefs, fod 
v.13. Lo, they have rejected the word of the Lord; 
fent by the prophets, which urged obedience to the 
Jaw, and is the beft explanation of it; but this 
they defpifed, and refufed it: and what wifdom is 
in them ? to contemn that, which, if attended to, 
would have been profitable to them, and the means 
of making them wife unto falvation; let them 
therefore boaft of their wifdom ever fo much, it 
is certain there can be none in perfons of fuch a 
fpirit and conduct. 

y. 10. Therefore will I give their wives unto 
others, &c.| To ftrangers, to the Gentiles; than 
which nothing could be more difagreeable to them, 
ora forer punifhment, of a temporal one: and ¢heir 
fields to them that shall inberit them; or, to the 
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heirs of them. For every one from the leaf even 
to the greateft is given to covetoufuefs, from the pro- 
phet even to the prieft, every one dealeth falfely , co~ 
vetoufnefS and falfe dealing, which prevailed in all 
ranks and orders of men among them, were the 
caufe of their ruin : covetoufnels is the root of all 
evil; and to deal falfely, or make a lie, as the 
words may be rendered, is diabolical and abomi- 
nable, in the fight of God, and. efpecially in men 
of fuch. characters, who were to preach truth to 
others ;; fee,the note on ch..vi. 13. 

¥. 11,12. For they have healed the burt of the 
daughter of my people, &c.].. See the notes on ch. 
Vi. 145-15. = 

¥. 13. I will furely confume them, foith the Lord, 
&c.] Or, gathering I will.gather them* 5 into fome 
one place, the city of . ferufalem, and there deftroy 
them. The word is, 95 yyw, expreffive of 
confumption and deftruction, as farchi, Kimchi, and 
Ben Melech obferve; and fo the Yargum, ** dettroy- 
** ing I will deftroy them, faith the Lord.” There 
fhall be no grapes on the vine, nor figs on the fig-tree, 
and the leaf foall fade; fome underftand this by 
way of complaint, that there were no fruit on the 
vine and fig-tree, nor even leaves ; which they al- 
legorically interpret of the fruit of good works be- 
ing wanting in them, which was the caufe of their 
ruin. Others think thefe are metaphors which de- 
fcribe the manner of their deftruction ; and fo the 
Targum, ‘* and they fhall fail, as the grapes fail 
** from the vine, and as the falling fruit from the 
‘¢ fig-tree, and as the leaf from the tree.” Tho? 
it rather intends the fterility of the land, and in 
general the famine that fhould attend the fiege of 
Ferufalem. Grapes and figs are mentioned only, 
as Kimchi obferves, becaufe they were the chief 
fruits, and they are put for the whole. ud the 
things that I have given them fhall pafs away from 
them; whatever they had in their barns and cel- . 
lars, or were juft becoming ripe in their fields, 
vineyards, and gardens, fhould either be blafted, 
or rather be taken away and devoured by their ene- 
mies, fo that they themfelves fhould not enjoy 
them. The Zargum interprets it of the law tran{- 
grefled by them, as the caufe of their ruin, and 
paraphrafes it thus, ‘* becaufe I have given them 
“* my law from Sinai, and they have tranfgrefled 
*¢ it ;” and fo archi, ** this fhall be unto them, 
*¢ becaufe I have given them ftatutes, and they © 
«¢ have tranfgrefied them.” - 

¥. 14. Why do we fit fill? &c.] In the coun- 
try, where were barrennefs and want of provifions; 
in the villages and unwalled towns, where they 
were expofed to the fpoils and ravages of the ene- 
my. 
ards of the prophet, in the language of the J/- 
raelites, as Kimchi obferves. Affemble yourfelves , 
this is the gathering together, in order to be con- 
fumed, before threatned, which they themfelves 
were made to do: and let us enter into the defenced 
cities ; fach as Ferufalem, where they thought they 
fhould be fafe from their enemies: and let us be 
filent there; either promifing themfelves reft, quiet- 
nefs, and fecurity; or fuggefting that it would be 
right in them to fay nothing by way of complaint; 
having no reafon to murmur at their afflictions, 
fince they were no other than what their own fins 


heirs}; other and new ones; and who fhould pof-} had brought upon them: for the Lord our God 


fefs them as if they were the true and rightful | bath put us to filence ; ftopped their mouths 
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Thefe words, with what follow, are the _ 
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they could not complain, being conviéted in their 
confciences of their fins; and brought them into a 
{tate of deftruétion and death, which makes filent : 
and given us water of gall to drink ; affiictions bitter 
and deadly. The Targum is, ‘* and hath made us 
<¢ drink the cup of an evil curfe, as the heads of 
“© ferpents ;” a poifonous and deadly potion 5 be- 
caufe we have finned againft the Lord x which they 
were obliged to owns tho’ it does not appear that 
they had true repentance for their fins, or amended 
their ways; fometimes confeffion of fin is made 
without either of thefe. 

y.15. We looked for peace, 8&c.] Outward pro- 
fperity, affluence of temporal bleffings, peace with 
enemies, and fafety from them, which the falfe 
prophets had given them reafon to expect; or 
which laft they concluded and hoped for, from 
their being in the defenced cities : but no good 
came; they were difappointed in their expectation ; 
the good that was promifed them, and they looked 
for, never came, but all the reverfe: and for a 
time of health; or, of healing '; the political wounds 
of the commonwealth of J/rael: and behold trouble; 
or ferror™; at the approach of the enemy, de- 
fcribed in the following verfes. The Zargum is, 
‘< a time of pardon of offences, and lo a punifh- 
** ment of fins.” Healing, in fcripture, fignifies 
pardon of fin; fee Pf. xli. 4. and ciii. 3. 

¥..16. The fnorting of his horfes was beard from 
Dan, &c.] That is, was heard at Ferufalem. It 
feems to be an hyperbolical expreffion, fhewing the 
certainty of the coming of the Afyrian monarch 
and his army, to invade Fudea, and befiege feru- 
Salem ; the news of which was brought from Daz, 
which lay in the further part of the land; fee ch. 
iv. 15. and pointing at the way in which they 
fhould come northwards, thro’ Phenicia and the 
tribe of Dan, with a numerous.cavalry of horfes 
and horfemen: for, by Sis horfes, are meant Ne- 
buchadnezzar’s ; unlefs, with Calvin, it can be 


thought that they are called the Lord’s, hecaufe | 
ordered and fent by him, whofe war it was againft | 


the people. The Yarvgum paraphrafes the words 
thus, ‘* becaufe they worfhipped the calf that is 
** in Dan, a king with his army fhall come up 
‘** againft them, and carry them captive ;” and fo 
Farchi interprets it. The whole land trembled at the 
found of the neighing of his ftrong ones; his horfes, 
flrong and mighty; fee Fudg. v. 22. where we read 
of the pranfings of the mighty ones ; and here the 
Targum, ‘* at the voice of the treading of his 
‘* ftrong ones, all the inhabitants of the earth 
“* fhall be moved ;” and by the Jand trembling, 
undoubtedly are meant the inhabitants of the land, 
filled with dread and confternation at the noife and 
near approach of the Chaldean army. For they are 
come, and have devoured the land, and all that is 
in it; or, the fulnefs of it; which, becaufe of the 
certainty of it, is reprefented as then done: the 
city, and thofe that dwell therein, meaning not only 
the city of Ferufalem, and the inhabitants of it, 
but other cities alfo, the fingular being put for 
the plural; and fo the Targum, ‘* the cities, and 
“¢- they that dwell in them.” 

¥. 17. For behold, I will fend ferpents, cockatrices 
among you, Sc.) The Chaldeans, comparable to 
thefe noxious and hurtful creatures, becaufe of the 
mifchief they fhould do unto them. The Targum 
is, “ for‘lo I will raife up againft you, people 
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“¢ that kill as the deftroying ferpents.” Thefe were 
raifed up by the Lord, and fent by him,  juft as 
he fent fiery ferpents among the J/rae/ites in the 
wildernefs, when they finned againft him; there 
literally, here metaphorically. Which will not be 
charmed; Farchi {ays, at the end of feventy years 
a ferpent becomes a cockatrice, and ftops its ear, 
that it will not hearken to the voice of the char- 
mer, according to Pf: Iviii. 4, 5., the ing is, 
that thefe Chaldeans would not be diverted 
their purpofes in deftroying of the Yeqws, by any 
arts or methods whatever; as not by force of arms, 
fo not by good words and intreaties, or any way 
that could be devifed. And they fhall bite you, faith 
the Lord that is, kill them, as the Targwm inter- 
prets it; for the bite of a ferpent is deadly. > 
¥. 18. When I would comfort myfelf againft ter- 
ror, &c.] Either naturally, by eating and drink+ 
ing, the neceffary and lawful means of refrefh- 
ment; of fpiritually, by reading the word of God, 
and looking over the promifes in it: my Beart ts 
faint in me; at the confideration of the calamities 
which were coming upon his pre ie which 
were made known to him by a {pirit of prophecy, 
of which he had no room to doubt. So the Zar- 
gum takes them to be the words-of the prophet, 
paraphrafing them, ‘* for them, faith the prophet, 
“« my heart grieves.” } 
¥. 19. Behold, the voice of the ery of the daughter 
of my people, &c.| This was what made his heart 
faint, fuch was his fympathy with his countrymen, 
his people in diftrefs, whom he affectionately calls 
the daughter of his people, whofe cry was loud, 
and whofe voice he heard lamenting their cafe : 
becaufe of them that dwell in a far country; be- 
caufe of the Chaldeans, who came from a far coun- 
try; fee ch. v.15. who were come into their land, 
and devoured it; thro’ fear of them, and becaufe 
of the devaftation they made; hence the voice of 
their cry: or this is to be underftood of the Fews 
in a far country, carried captive into Babylon, and 
the voice of their cry there, becaufe of their cap- 
tivity and oppreffion. So Abarbinel and the Tar- 
gum, ** lo, the voice of the cry of the congrega- 
‘“* tion of my people from a far country ;” and fo 
read the Septuagint, Vulgate Latin, Syriac, and Ara- 
bic verfions. 1s not the Lord in Zion? is not ber. 
king in her? thefe are the words of the people, 
complaining of the Lord, calling in queftion, whe- 
ther he was in Zion, and whether he was kine . 
there ; and if he was, how came it to pafs that he 
did not protect it; that he fuffered the city to be 
taken, and the inhabitants to be carried captive ? 
Why have they provoked me to anger with their graven 
images, and with their firange vanities ? that is, with 
their idols, and their idolatrous worfhip; thisisthe — 
Lord’s anfwer to them, giving a reafon why he 
fuffered the enemy to come in among them, and 
prevail over them, namely, their idolatry. - | 
be rendered, with the vanities of a ftranger”, Of 
ftrange people, or of a ftrange god. ol yale 
y. 20. The harveft is paft, &c.] Which was 
the month of Jjar, as Farchi obferves, and 
to part of April and May: the fummer is ended; 
which was in the month Tammuz, and anfwers to 
part of une and Fuly: and we are mot faved; de- 
livered from the fiege of the Chaldeans; and har- 


veft and fummer being over, there were no hopes — 
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ter was approaching; and it may be obferved, that | 
it was in the month of 44, whiclr an{wers to part 
of Fuly and Avgufi, that the city and temple were 
burnt. Thefe are the words of the people of tha 
Jews, defpairing of help and falvation. So the 
Targum, ‘ the congregation of J/rael faid, the time 
“¢ js pafied, the end is up, and we are not re- 

*¢ deemed.” , 
- ys. 21. For the burt of the daughter of my people 
ain I burt, 8c.) Thefe are the words, not of God, 
as Ferom;, nor of Ferufclem, as the Targum, but 
of the prophet, as Kimchi obferves, expreffing his 
fympathy with the people in their affliction, and 
they may be rendered, for the breach of the daughter 
of my people °, which was made, when the city was 
broken up and deftroyed, Yer. lii..7. I am broken; 
in heart and fpirit: J am black with grief and 
forrow. The Iargum is, ‘* my face is covered 
ee with blacknefs, black as a pot.” - d/tonifbment 
hath taken bold on me; at the miferies that were 
come upon his people; and there was no remedy 
for them, which occafion the following words. 

y¥. 22. Is there no balm in Gilead? &c.] Which 
was famous for it; fee Gen. xxxvii. 25. or rather 
turpentine or rofin, a gum which drops from pine- 
trees, and the like; fince balm or balfam grew 


on this fide Yordan, near Fericho and Engedi, and | 


not beyond orden, in the land of Gilead; and 
rofin is good for healing. Some render it treacle, 
but very wrongly, fince, as Calvin obferves, that 
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is a compofition of many things. Js cbere no phy/- 
cian there? or furgeon; any one that heals wounds 
and bruifes ;. very probably there were many fuch 
lived in Gilead, Gince it was a place where proper 
mec{cines were to be gotvand applied: this may 
be underftood of prophets, and teachers, who in a 
moral and {piritual fenfe are inftruments of healing 
of men, by fhewing them theirevil, calling them 
to repentance, and directing where to go for heal- 
ing or pardon of fin; namely, to Chrift, the alone 


phyfician, and to his precious blood, fhed for the 


remiffion of fins. Some reference may be had to 
Elijab, who was of Gilead, and to the {chool of 
the prophets there, 1 Kiags,xvii, 1, The Targum 
is, ‘* Feremiah the prophet faid, perhaps there are 
‘“* no good works in me, that I fhould fupplicate 
‘* for the houfe of J/rael; fhould I not -defire the 
“< doctrine of Eijah the prophet, who was of Gi- 
** lead, whofe words were healing ?” Why then is 
not the health of the daughter of my people recovered 2 
that is, feeing there is balm in Gilead, and a phy- 
fician there, how comes it ‘to pafs, that fuch me- 
dicine is not made ufe of, and fuch a phyfician 
not applied to, that. health might be reftored? 
This fhows the ftupidity, fluggifhnefs, and indo- 
lence of the people, and» how inexcufable they 
were, as well as the prophet’s great concern for 
their welfare; the want of means of deliverance, 
or non-attendance to them, or the unfuccefsfulnefs 


of them. 


CHAP. IX. 


HIS chapter is a continuation of the judg- 
. ments of God upon the Fews, for their fins 
and tranfgreffions herein mentioned ; illuftrated by 
the lamentation of the prophet; by calling for the 
mourning women, and upon other women that had 
loft their hufbands or children, with an intimation 
that none of any rank and clafs fhould efcape. 
The prophet is introduced, mourning over the de- 
ftruétion of his people, ¥. 1. and as uneafy at his 
ftay with them, becaufe of their uncleannefs, trea- 
chery, lying, unfaithfulnefs, and deceit, ¥. 2, 3, 
45 5, 6. wherefore the Lord threatens to melt and 
try them ; and for their deceitfulnefs particularly 
to vifit them, and avenge himfelf on them, y. 7, 
8, 9. the deftruction is defcribed by the defolation 
of the mountains, and habitations of the wilder- 
nefs; they being fo burnt up, that there were nei- 
ther grafs upon them, nor beafts nor birds to be | 
feen or heard about them; and of Feru/falem, and 
the cities of Fudab, fo that there was no inhabitant 
in them, ¥. 10, 11. upon which a wife man is_ 
enquired after, to give the true reafon of all this, 
y. 12. but none appearing, the Lord gives it him- 
felf; which were their difobedience to his law, and’ 
their worfhip of idols, following the imagination 
of their own hearts, ¥. 13, 14. wherefore they are 
threatned to be fed with wormwood and gall; to’ 
be fcattered among the nations, and a fword fent 
after them to their utter confumption, ¥. 15, 16. 
hence, for the certainty of it, mourning women 
are ordered: to be called for in hafte, to affift them 
in their mourning, on account of their diftrefs, 
¥. 17, 18, 19. and fuch as were mothers of chil- 
dren, are bid to teach their daughters and neigh-— 
bours lamentation, becaufe of the children and! 


© 957 Sy foper contritione, V. L. Pagninus, Montanus 
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young men cut off by death, and for the carcafes 
of men, that fhould fall as dung in the field, and 
as the handful after the harveft-man, y¥. 20, 21, 
22. and it is fuggefted that none fhould efcape ; 
not the wife man by any art or cunning he was 
mafter of ; nor the ftrong man by his itrength ; 
nor the rich man by his riches ; and therefore 
ought not either of them to glory in thefe things, 
but in the Lord, as exercifing loving-kindnets, 
judgment, and righteoufnefs in the earth, ¥. 23, 
24. and the chapter is concluded with a {trong 
affeveration, that the wicked, both circumcifed and 
uncircumcifed, fhould be punifhed, y. 25, 26. 


¥. 1. Ob that my bead were waters, and mine eyes 
@ fountain of tears, &c.] Or, who will give to my 
bead water, and to mine eyes a fountain of tears? as 
the Septuagint, Vulgate Latin, and Arabic verfions.° 
The prophet wifhes that his head was turned and 
diffolved into water, and that tears might flow 
from his eyes as water iffues out from a fountain ; 
and he fuggefts, that could this be, it would not 
be fufficient to deplore the miferable eftate of his 
people, and to exprefs the inward grief and forrow 
of his mind on account of it. That [ might weep 
day and night, for the flain of the daughter of my 
people ; the defign of all this is to fet forth the 
greatnefs and horriblenefs of the deftruction, figni- 
fying that words were wanting to exprefs it, and 
tears to lament it; and to awakén the attention of 
the people to it, who were quite hardened, infen- 
fible, and ftupid. The Few writers clofe the 


eighth chapter with this verfe, and begin the nixth 


with the following. 


¥. 2, 


3 fuper confraftione, Schmidt ; ob fra&tionem, Cocceius. 
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¥. 2. Ob that I had in the wildernefs a lodging-. 
, &c.] Such as travellers: 


‘place of wayfaring men, 
i “dl oan r defert, when they are benighted, 
and can’t reach a town or village. This the pro- 
phet chofe, partly that he might haye an oppor- 
tunity to give vent to his grief being alone; for 


which reafon he did not defire to be in cities and 


‘populous places, where he might be amufed and 
diverted, whilft his people were in diftrefs : and 
‘partly to fhow his fympathy, not being able to 
bear the fight of their mifery ; and alfo fome de- 
gree of indignation at their impicties, which had 


brought ruin upon them; on account of which it} 


was more eligible to dwell with the wild beafts of 
the defert, than with them in his native country : 
‘wherefore it follows, that I might leave my people, 
and go from them, which of itfelf was not defira- 
ble ; no man chufes to leave his country, his own 
people, and his father’s houfe, and go into diftant 


lands and ftrange countries ; and efpecially into a 
wildernefs, where there is neither fuitable food, nor. 


agreeable company: wherefore this fhows, that 
there muft be fomething very bad, and very pro- 
voking, to lead him to take fuch a ftep as this : 
the reafon follows, for they be all adulterers, ei- 
ther in a literal or figurative fenfe; the latter feems 
rather intended ; for tho’ corporal fornication and 
adultery might greatly prevail among them, yet 
not to fuch a height as that a// of them were 
guilty; whereas idolatry did generally obtain a- 


mong them: an affembly of treacherous men; not a’ 


few only, but in general they were apoftates from 
God, and from true religion, and treacherous to 
one another. The Septuagint calls them, a4 fynod : 
and Fofeph Kimchi interprets it, a kingdom, deriv- 
ing the word from 9¥y, as it fignifies to have rule 
and dominion ; denoting, that the kingdom in ge- 
neral was falfe and perfidious. 

¥. 3. And they bend their tongues like their bow 
for lies, &c.] ‘Their tongues were like bows, and 
their lying words like arrows, which they directed 
againft perfons to their injury; fee Pf xi. 2. and 
Ixiv. 3, 4. or, like their deceitful bow” ; to which 
the Targum agrees, ‘* they teach their tongues 
** words of falfhood, they are like to a deceitful 
<* bow.” Moft agreeably to the accents, the words 
may be rendered, shey bend their tongues, their bow 
is a fies; either deceitful, or carries a lie in it, 
and fhoots one out of it: dut they are not valiant 
for the truth upon the earth; which a man fhould do 
every thing for, and nothing againft; and which 
he fhould earneftly contend for, and not part with 
or give up at any rate ; not only for the truth of 
doétrine, for faith, as the Targum, for the doctrine 
of faith, the truth of the gofpel, and as it is in 
Chrift ; but for truth between man and man, for 
veracity, uprightnefs, and integrity: for they pro- 
ceed from evil to evil; from one fin to another, 
growing worfe and worfe, as wicked men and de- 
ceivers ufually do. Kimchi obferves, it may be in- 
terpreted as of evil works, fo of the evil of punith- 
ment, from one evil of the enemy to another; or 
this year they are fmitten with blafting, another 
with mildew, or with the locuft, and yet they turn 
not from their evil ways: and they know not me, 
faith the Lord; the God of truth, and without ini- 
quity, and who will feverely punifh for it; they 
did not ferve and worfhip him as the only Lord 
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* 3Dy? APY fupplantando {upplantat, Schmidt, 
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flanders ; go about fpreading lies and cal 


IP? CAML veluti arcum falfum, Munfter ; quafi arcum mendacii, Valg. Lat. 
arcus ipforum mendacium eft, De Dieu; qui tendunt linguam fuam, arcus eorum elt mendaci 
FymMwAN Dy msx_55 Sy & omni fra 
AI ob dolum, 


God.. The Targum.isy “ the 
gL ADEY, lara : a0 


andy 4. Take ye,hee every ONC Of Bt. 
Take care of being impofed, upo 
they are fo given to lying and d 
credulous, or too eafily believe whi 
keep yourfelves from them; have no. compa 
converfation with them, fince evil com 
corrupt good manners : and trujt ye not im ay 

ther; whether by blood, or by marriage, .o1 

ligion, believe not his words; truft hi at 
ther with your money, nor with your minds ¢ 
mit not your fecrets to him, place mo conf 

in him; a people muft be very corrupt indée 
when this is the cafe: or, trujt ye not im every bi 
ther*; fome maybe trufted, but not all: tho’t 

following claufe feems to contradict thi 
brother will utterly fupplant ; or, im fup, 
plant*; play the Facob, do as he did b 
ther, who fupplanted him twice; firft got th 
tight from him, and then the bleifling; which w: 
prefignified by taking his brother by 
the womb, from whence he had his 
the fame word is here ufed, which figni 
cret, clandeftine, and infidious way of circumy 
ing another: and every neighbour will walk 


as whifperers, backbiters, and tale-bearers. do. 
word 5'35 is ufed for a merchant; and ‘becau 
fuch perfons went from place to place with their 
goods, and made ufe oftentimes of fraudulent prac- 
tices to deceive people, it is applied to one that is 
guilty of flander and calumny ; fee Cantiii. 8. > 
¥.5. And they will deceive every one bis neighbour, 
&c.] In converfation, with lying words; and ia 
trade and commerce, by art and tricking: “amd 
will not {peak the truth, with refpeét to facts the 
report, or goods they fell: they have taught bei 
tongue to {peak lies; and become.fo accuftomed to 
lying, that they can’t do otherwife; it is as it were 
natural to them: and weary themfelves to commit 
iniquity ; {pare no pains to come at it, nor any in 
it, and go on even to wearinefs ; are more labori- 
ous and indefatigable in committing fin, than 
men are in doing good; which fhows great folly 
and ftupidity. The Targum is, ‘* they are become 
‘¢ foolifh, they have erred.” | IF 
¥. 6. Thine habitation is in the midft of dectit, 
&c.] In the midft of a people of deceit, as Kimchi 
and Ben Melech. Thefe are the words of the Lord 
to the prophet, fhewing what a people he dwelt 
among, and had to do with; how cautioufly a 
prudently he fhould ac; how little they were to 
be trufted to, and depended upon; and what little’ . 
hope there was of bringing them to true repen- 
tance, fince there were fo much deceit and hypo- 
crify among them, The Targum interprets the 
words not of the habitation of the prophet, but 
of the people, thus, ‘* they fit in the houfe of thei 
“© own congregation, and talk of their. ink 
** deceitfully ;” and fo Farchi, ** whilft 
“¢ fitting, they devife deceitful devices.” 7 
deceit they refufe to know me, faith the 
becaufe of deceit‘ ; hypocrify being a re 
governing fin in them; they liked n 
knowledge of God, and refufed to w 
according to the revelation of his wi 
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oo So 7.eTberefore thus faith the Lord of hofts, &c.] 
Becaufe of this deceit and hypocrify, and lying : 
behold, I will melt them, and try them, as thé refiner 
does his gold and filver, by putting them into the 

fire of afflictions, and thereby remove their drofs 

sand corruption from them: So the Targum, “* be- 
«hold, I will bring diftrefs upon them, and melt 
“© them, and try them.” For bow fhall I do for 
the daughter of my people? the fenfe is, what could 
be done .otherwife or better ? what was more fit 
or proper to be.done, than to melt and try them, 
and purge away their fin, from the face of the 
daughter of my people, as the words may be rendred? 
The Septuagint verfion is, what shall I do from the 
face of the wickednels of my people ? and fo the Tar- 
gum, ‘ what fhall I do from before the fins of the 
“« congregation of my people?” that is, by way 
of refentment of them, and in order to remove 
them. 


Z 
y. 8. Their tongue is as an arrow fhot out, &c.] 


As an arrow out of a bow, which moves {wiftly, 
and comes with great force; or, drawn out“; as 
out of a quiver. The word is ufed of gold, and 
rendered, beaten gold, 1 Kings x. 16. gold drawn 
out into plates ; and here of an arrow drawn out 
of a quiver; and fo it is interpreted in the Ta/- 
mud”; or is wounding, as the Septuagint, or flay- 
ing * ; denoting the, mifchief and injury done to 
the characters of men, by a deceitful, detracting 
and: calumniating tongue. The Targum is, “ as 
“¢ a fharp arrow their toneue;” which pierces deep, 
and is deadly; fee the note on y¥. 3: it /peaketh 
deceit ; deceitful words, by which men are impofed 
upon, and are led into wrong ways of thinking 
and acting: one /peaketh peaceably to his neighbour 
with bis mouth , falutes him in a friendly-manner , 
- wifhes him all health, peace, -and profperity ; pro- 
fefiés a fincere and cordial friendfhip for him, and 
pretends a ftrong affection to him: but in bis heart 
he layeth wait, to draw him into fnares, and cir- 
cumvent, trick, and defraud him. 

Weg. Shall I not vifit them for thefe things, faith 
the. Lord? &c.] The Targum adds, ‘“‘ to bring 
** evil upon them.” Shall not my foul be avenged 
on fuch a nation as this? the Targum is, “* or of a 
** people whofe works are fuch, fhall I not take 
“* vengeance according to my pleafure ?” fee the 
note on ch. v..9. 

¥. 10. For the mountains will I take up a weeping 
and wailing, &c.| Becaufe of the defolation of 
them; becaufe no pafture upon them, nor flocks 
feeding there; or concerning them, as the Arabic 
verfion; or wpox them ’, in order to caufe the la- 
mentation to be heard the farther; but the former 
fenfe feems beft, as appears by what follows. The 
Septuagint, Syriac, and Arabic verfions read it as 
an exhortation to others, take up a weeping , but 
they are the words of the prophet, declaring what 
he would do. And for the habitations of the wil- 
dernefs a lamentation ; for the cottages of the fhep- 
herds, erected for their conveniency, to look after 
their flocks, feeding on the mountains, and in the 
vallies ; for the wildernefs does not denote barren 
places, but paftures: becaufe they are burnt up , by 
the fire of the Chaldeans, who burnt the cottages, 
and drove off the cattel : fo that none can pafs 
through them ; or there is none that paffés through ; 
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which fhows how very defolate thefé places were : 
neither can men bear the voice of the cattel ; the low: 
ing of the oxen, or the bleating of the theep, there — 
being none to be heard, being all carried off; and 
indeed no men to hear them, had there been any : 
both the fowl of the heavens, and the beafts are fled, 
theyvare gone; or, from the fowl of the heavens to - 
the beafts, 8c *. the places lying wafte and uncul- 
tivated ; there were no feed for the fowls to pick 
up, which generally frequent places where there is 
fowing, and where fruit is brought to perfection ; 
and no pafture for the beafts to feed upon.  Kim- 
chi fays thefe words are an hyperbole. The word 
mp2 Zea/t, being by geometry, or numerically 
fifty-two, the ews * gather from‘hence, that for 
the fpace of fifty-two years no man pafied thro" 
the land of udab; which they reckon from the 
time that Zedekiab was carried captive, to the com- 
mandment of Cyrus. 


t 


y. 11. And I will make Ferufalem heaps, &c.] 
That is, the walls and houfes of it thal] be thrown 
down, and become heaps of ftones and rubbith: 
and a den of dragons, only inhabited by wild beatts: 
and I will make the cities of Fudab defolate, without 
inhabitant , {0 that the calamity would be univer- 
fal; not only Ferufalem, but all the cities of the 
land would be deftroyed, forfaken, and uninha- 
bited. 

¥. 12. Who is the wife man that may underftand 
this, &c.| Not the calamity, but the caufe of it ; 
a man of wifdom would enquire into it, find it 
out, and underftand it; but the intimation is, that 
there was not a wife man among them, at leaft 
very few;. there were fcarce any that took any 
notice of thefe things, or were concerned about 
them : and who is he to whom the mouth of the Lord 
hath fpcken ; and foretold this defolation and de- 
ftruction ; meaning a prophet: that he may declare . 
it; as from the Lord, namely, what follows : for 
what the land perifbeth, and is burnt like a wilder- 
nefs that none paffeth through ? that is, what were 
the fins of the inhabitants of the land, which 
brought fuch diftrefs upon it, and for which it 
became fuch a ruinous heap, and like the heath 
in the wildernefs, fo that it had no inhabitant, nor 
even a paflenger: they muft be fome very great and 
abominable iniquities, that were the caute of all 
this. 

¥. 13. And the Lord faith, &c.| The Septua- 
gint verfion adds, to me; there being no wife and 
underftanding man, nor prophet », to take up this 
affair, and open the caufe of it, therefore the Lord 
undertakes it himfelf: the queftion was put to 
them, but they not anfwering it, the Lord does 
it, becaufe they have forfaken my law, which I fet 
before them ; in a plain and eafy manner, fo as to 
be readily underftood ; yet this they attended not 
unto, but forfook it, neglected it, and caft it be- 
hind their backs. Kimchi’s note on the phrafe, de- 
fore them, is, “* not in heaven is it, nor beyond 
<¢'the: fea’ is it 3""fee Destxxx. 11,12, 13, £4: 
and have not obeyed my voice, in the law, and by 
the prophets : either walked therein; according to 
it, as the Lord directed; they neither hearkened 
to the voice of the Lord, nor did as they were in- 
itructed by it. 
y¥. 14. But have walked after the imagination of 


as no inhabitant there, fo no paffenger that way ; | sheir own heart, 8c.) What their own hearts de- 


weegryiy’ extenfa, ve/ tracta, Vatablus, 
ius, Pifcator. 
= ON Ws) Coe Ay ab ave ceelorum ufque ad. 
Gloff. in ib, Vid. T. Bab, Megilla, fol. t1. 1, 2, 
? > 


w T. Bab. Cholin, fol. 30. 2. & Gloff. in ib. 
y cori 2y fuper montibus, Cocceius 5 fuper montes, V. L. Pagninus,, Montanus. 
beftiam, Schmidt, 
> Vid. T..Nedarim, fol. 81.1. & Bava Metzia, fol. 85. 1, z. 


vifed, 
* Jugulans, Junius & 
* 'T. Bab. Sabbat, fol 145. 2, & 
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vifed, chofe, and were beft pleafed with ; fee the 
note on ch, vii. 24: and after Baalim; the idols 


that, according to the Mifnic do& 


of the Gentiles; thefe they ferved and worthipped, 


and not the true God: which their fathers. taught 
them; which was fo far from excufing: them, that. 


it was an aggravation of their fin, that 


continued in their wicked ways and idolatrous*pfac- 
tices, from age to age, from one generation to an- 
This then was the caufe of their calamity 
and deftruétion; they had forfaken the law of the 
Lord, and had broken that; they had chofe their 
own ways, and had been guilty of idolatrous prac- 
tices time out of mind; wherefore the Lord had 
fhown much long-fuffering and patience with them, | 
and would now no Jonger’forbear ; he was juft and 


other. 


rigmowie s in his doings. 
.15. Therefore thus faith the Lord God of hofts, 


ven and in earth, in oppofition to Baalim, the ido 
of the Gentiles; which word fignifies Lords ; which, 
tho’ there be many who are called fo, there is but 
one God, and one Lord, who is God over all, 


and the God of I/rael; who had chofen them, and 


diftinguifhed them by the bleffings of his good- 


nefs s and yet they had forfaken him, and followed 


after other gods ; by which the eyes of his glory 
were provoked, and he was determined to chaftife 
them for it: Lebold, I will feed them, even this 
people, with wormwood ; 
ficulties, as the Septuagint verfion ; with bitter af- 
fligtions ; fuch are not joyous, but grievous; which 


are irkfome and difagreeable, as bitter things, and* 


particularly wormwood, are to the tafte. The Tar- 
gum is, ** I will bring tribulation upon them, bit- 
“¢ ter.as wormwood :” and give them water of gall 


to drink, meaning either of the entrail of a beaft’ 


fo called, or of the juice of the herb hemlock, as 
the word is rendered in Hof. x. 4. as Kimchi; or 
of the poifon of a ferpent, as Farchi, and fo the 
Targum, * and I will give them the cup of cur- 
‘** fing to drink as the heads of ferpents ;” figni- 


fying that their punifhment would be very fevere, 
tho’ juft. 

y. 16. I will featter them alfo among the heathen, 
&c.]  Befides the bitter judgments of famine and 
peftilence during the fiege, what remained of them 
fhould be carried captive out of their own land 
into foreign countries, than which nothing could 
be. more ‘diftrefing : whom neither they nor their 
fathers have kilown 3 a circumttance. greatly apera- 
vating their captivity: and I will fend a fword after 
them, ” till I have confumed them; or men that kill 
with the fword, as the Targum: it chiefly regards 
fuch of them as were fcattered among the Moabites 
and Ainmonites, and efpecially that went into Egypt s 
fee fer. xliv..27, 28, 

¥.17. Thus faith the Lord of ofits confider ye, 
&c.}] The punifhment that was juft coming upon 
them, as Kimchi, or the words that the Lord was 
about to fay unto them; as follows : ead call for 
the mourning women, that they may come; the fame 
with the Prafice among the Romans; perfons that 
were fent for, and hired by, the relations of the 
dead, to raife up their mourning; and who, by 
Shenae dithevelled hair, naked breafts; and beatings 


thereon, and mournful voice, and what they faid | 


in their doleful ditties in praife of the dead, greatly 
moved upon the affections of the furviving rela- 
tives, and produced tears from them. ‘This was 
a cuftom that early prevailed among the Jews, and 


: © Mifn. Cetubot, c. 4. §.4, 


| ftures. 


| wailing for us, &c.| Deliver Out a mournfu 
the ved of Jfrael, &c. | He calls himfelf, the Lord | 


God of hofis, of armies above and below, in hea> 
|The prophet puts himfelf among 


|certainty of them, ‘and how foon they 


that is, with ftraits or dif-. 


long coleinaved with! thant) aid was fe con o 


man in Ijrael, when his wlth di 
than two pipes, and one «mourning 
Matt. ix. 23. and the note'there. Now 
to fhew what a calamity-was coming of 
what mourning there would be, and wh 
fion for it; the Lord by the prophet, “h 
proving, but deriding the practice, bids 
for the mournin ng women to affift them | 
mentations : Jend for cunning women,” 
may comes fach as were expert in this bu 
could mimic mourniig*welly and had t ea 
moving the affections with their voice | 


hy 


v.18. And let them Wake hafte, a tae 


$ the Arabic verfion ; fetting forth 
and diftreffes, and affecting their mi 


being a party concerned in their fuff 
fympathizing with them, as well a to - 


involved in them : hat our eyes may 
tears, and our eye-lids gufh out with waters; 
of the eye, as the Targum and Kimchi; thele hy- 
perbolical expreffions are ufed to exprefs #1 the great= 
nefs of the calamity, and that no mourning was 
equal to it; fee ¥. 1. 

¥. 19. For a voice of wailing is” aed ou 4 
Zion, &cc.] Out of the fortrefs of Zion, oe 
the city of Yerufalem, which was thought 
inexpugnable, and could never be tafe at 
a voice is heard out of that, deploring 
lation of it: how are we Spoiled ? our h 
{troyed, and we plundered of our fubftan 
are greatly confounded, filled with than 
count of their vain confidence ; pa ‘ir | 
would never be taken, and they wefe fy 
becaufe we have forfaken the land, the of 
dea, being obliged to it, the enemy cat 
captive into other countries : decaufe our 
have caft us out, not fuffering us to continue there 
any longer, as being unworthy of them ; or ene- 
mies have caft down our habitations to the 
Farchi and fo the Targum, ‘ for our palaces are 
“< defolate ;” the principal buildings in ery; 
a) well as che’ Hélstbsioe tie common people, 
thrown down to the ground, or burnt. fire, 
and particularly the temple ; fo that the wiles as 
in a moft ruinous condition, and a fit fabjedt of a 
mournful fong. ay 

¥.20. Yet hear the word of the Lord, ox 90 
men, &c.] Not the mourning women, b 0 
who had loft their hufbands and their | 
and had juft reafon for real mourning ; anc 
fore they are called upon to it, not © 
they were more tender-hearted than r 
chi obferves ; or becatfe they were 1 
to the hearing of the word of C 
but becaufe of the paucity of men, | 
being flain in the fiege, and by the fword 
the lofs the women had fuftained, fee y. 
let your ear receive the word of ‘bis mon 
prophets; fo the Targum, © let yi 
“ to the words of his’ pees i 
daughters wailing. The verfior 
ful fong; but not the fcholars of the me 
women are meant ;_ but the eal dai 3 
who had loft their hufbands or ¢ 
follows : and every one her neighbour lamens 
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fignifying that the mortality among them would 
be very univerfal, not a family efcaping ; which 
is defcribed in‘ the next verfes. This wailing and 
lamentation was made by refponfes, according to 
the ews; for they fay 4, ‘* what is lamentation? 
*¢ when one fpeaks, and all the reft anfwer after 
*¢ her, as it is written in Fer, ix. 20. 

¥. 21. For death is come up into our windows, 
&c.} Their doors being fhut, bolted and barred, 
they thought themfelves fafe, but were not; the 
Chatdeans icaled their walls, broke in at the tops 
of their houfes, or at their windows, and deftroyed 
them: for the invafion of the enemy, and the 
manner of their entrance into them, feem to be 
defcribed. Death is here reprefented as a perfon, 
as it fometimes is in fcripture ; fee Rev. vi. 8. and 
XX. 13,14. and as coming fuddenly and unawares 
upon men, and from whom there is no efcape, or 
any way and method of keeping him out; bolts 
and bars will not do; he can climb up, and go in 
at the window: and is entered into our palaces , 
the houfes of their principal men, which were well 
built, and moft ftrongly fortified, thef€ could not 
keep out the enemy; and death fpares none, high 
nor low, rich nor poor; it enters the palaces of 
great men, as well as the cottages of the poor, 
The Septuagint verfion is, it ts entered into our land; 
and fo the Arabic verfion; only it places the phrafe, 
into our land, in the preceding claufe ; and that of, 
into, or thro our windows, in this: to cut off the 
children from without, and the young men from the 
fireets ; thefe words are not ftrictly to be con- 
neéted with the preceding, as tho’ they exprefied 
the end of death, afcending up to the windows, 
and entering palaces, to cut off fuch as were in the 
ftreets; but the words are a propofition of them- 
felves, as the diftinctive accent Athnach fhews ; 
-and muft be fupplied ‘after this manner, and paf- 
fing thro” them-it goes on, to cut of, &c. and fo 
aptly defcribes the invading enemy climbing the 
walls of the city, entering at windows, or tops 
of houfes, upon or near the walls; and having 
deftroyed all within, goes forth into the ftreets, 
where children‘were at play, and flays them; and 
into courts or markets, where young men were 
employed in bufinefs, and deftroys them. The 
Fews * interpret it of famine. . 

-y.22. Speak, thus faith the Lord, &c.|° -Thefe 
are the words of the Lord to Yeremiah; to go on 
with his prophecy in his name; fo the Targum, 
*¢ prophefy, thus faith the Lord :” even the car- 
cafes of men fhall fall as dung upon the open field; or, 
upon the face of the field‘, this fhows the reafon 
why the women are called to mourning, becaufe 
the men would fall by the fword in the open field, 
and there lie and rot, and become dung upon it. | 
The Targum is, ** as dung fpread “upon the face 
“¢ of the field ;” which denotes the great number 
that fhould fall, which would cover the face of the 
field; the’ condition they fhould be in; and’ the 
contempt and neglect they fhould be had in: -and 
as the handful after the harveft-man, and none foall 
gather them as an handful of corn that is: forgot, 
and left by the harveft-man ; or as ears of corn 
which are dropped by the reaper, or binder, and 
are ufually gleaned or gathered .up: by the poor 
that follow ; but in the cafe referred to, or fup- 
pofed, are not gathered; fo it would be with thefe 


people; they fhould be left upon the ground, like 
an handful forgot, or like ears of corn dropped, — 
and not gathered up, and there they fhould lie, and 
none fhould bury them. 
¥. 23. Thus faith the Lord, let not the wife man 
glory in his wifdom, 8c.) Not in his natural wif- 
om, or knowledge of natural things: this is often 
but an appearance of wifdom, and is fcience falfly 
fo called ; arid whatever is real‘of this kind; is of 
God ; and the beft falls fhort of leading men to a 
true and faving knowledge of God; the foolith- 
nefs of God is wifer than it; and it is*made fool- 
ith, deftroyed, and brought to nought by him : 
nor in evangelical ‘wifdom and knowledge; not in 
that which is lefs common, or what fits ‘men for 
public ufefulnefs, as minifterial gifts ; for fuch are © 
received from above; are more for the ufe of 
others, than a man’s felf; there is fomething better 
than thefe, which a man may not have, and yet 
have thefe, which is grace ; thofe may fade, or be 
taken away; and aman may have thern, and be | 
loft eternally: nor in that which is more general, 
fpeculative knowledge of gofpel-truths ; for if it is 
attended with conceit, it is little or nothing that 
a man knows ; if he is proud of it, his Knowledge 
is not fanctified ; and it is no other than what the 
devils themfelves have : ‘nor in that which is more 
fpecial ; wifdom in the inward part, or a fpiritual 
and faving knowledge of God in Chrift; this a 
man has wholly of free-grace, ‘and fhould give the ’ 
praife and glory of it to God, and not attribute ° 
it to himfelf: neither let the mighty man glory in bis 
might ; not in his natural might or ftrength ; this 
is of God, and is greater in fome of ‘the brutes, © 
than in men; and is what God can take away, and , 
does often weaken it in the way by difeafes, ‘and 
at laft deftroys it by death : nor in-moral ftreneth, 
or in the power of free-will ; which is very weak 
and infufficient to do any thing that is fpiritually 
good : nor even in fpiritual ftrength ; this is from ° 
Chrift; it is only thro’ him, ftrengthening his peo- 
ple that they do what they do; and all fupplies 
and increafe of it are from him ; and therefore no 
room for glorying: Jet. not the rich man glory in 
his riches; thefe come of the’ hand of “God; and* 
are what he can take away at pleafure, they are 
very uncertain and precarious things; there is a 
better and-more enduring fubftance ; thefe cannot 
profit in a day of wrath, nor deliver from death, 
corporal, fpiritual or eternal.’ And the ‘intention’ 
of the‘words here is’ to fhew, that neither the wife 
man with all his art and cunning, nor the mighty’ 
man ‘by ‘his ftrength, nor the rich man ‘thro’ his- 
riches, ‘could ‘fave themfelves from the deftruction- 
before prophefied' of. “The Targum paraphrafes 
them ‘thus’ ** thus faith the Lord, let not Solomon’ 
“6 the fon of David the wife man, -praife (or pleafe 
“¢ himfelf ) in this wifdom ; ‘nor let Samp/on the fon’ 
“© of :Manoah the mighty man, pleafe himfelf in‘ 
“ his might; nor let bab the fon of Omri the: 
‘¢ rich man, pleafe himfelf in‘his riches.) ~~~ 
y.24.' But let him that glorieth, glory in this, 
&c.] -In*the Lord alone, !as it is interpreted by 
the apoftle, 1 Cor. i. 31. 2 Gor. x. 17: that he un-' 
derftandeth ‘and knoweth mes or, in underftanding 
and knowing me®, or, he'underftanding and knowing 
me; for this claufe is defcriptive of the perfon that 
is to glory in the Lord, and not of the’ thing in 
BOITI Rr BDiWR: ‘ef ~~ “which 
‘@ Mifn. Moed Katon, c.3. §.9. © T. Bab, Bava Kama, fol. 60. 2.. fet 998 Sy fuper 
faciebus agri, Montanus, Schmidt; in facie agri, Cocceius; in fuperficie agri, Junius & T'remellius, Pifcator. ~ 
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which he.is to glory; for it is not even in the 
knowledge of God that men are to glory, but in 


the Lord himfelf; and he that underftands himfelf | 


as a creature dependent on God, and efpecially as 
a fallen finful creature ; and ftill more, as one re- 
generated by the grace of God; he’ll never glory 
in himfelf, but in the Lord; and fo, if he under- 
ftands divine things, and the fcheme of falvation 
by the grace of God, and not by the works of 
men; and if he knows the Lord, he’ll never glory 
in his own wifdom, nor in his own ftrength, nor 
in his riches, nor in his righteoufnefs, nor in any 
man or creature, but in the Lord only ; and par- 
ticularly in what follows: that I am the Lord, 
which exercife loving kindunefs; in fuch various in- 
{tances ; in election, redemption, effectual vocation, 
the pardon of fin, juftification, adoption, and eter- 
nal life; and towards perfons fo very undeferving 
of any favour; and to have an intereft in this ex- 
ceeds all things elfe; it is better than life, and all 
the enjoyments of it: judgment; exercifing it on 
Chrift, fin being laid, found, and condemned on 
him; and thro’ Chrift protecting and defending. 
his people; and by Chrift at the laft day: and 
righteoufne/s in the earth, wrought by Chrift here 
on earth in our nature, and imputed to his people 
in their prefent ftate, whereby they have a right 
to eternal glory: for in thefe things I delight, faith 
the Lord; in fhewing mercy, grace and favour to 
miferable and undeferving men; in making his fon 
an offering for fin, and bruifing him; and in his 
righteoufnefs, whereby the law is magnified .and 
made honourable. 
¥. 25. Bebold, the days come, faith the Lord, &c.] 
Or, are coming», it feems to refpect the time, after 
the Babylonifh captivity, when the punifhment after 
threatened took place, and not before: ¢bat I will 
punifh all them that are circumcifed, with the uncir- 
cumcifed, Jews and Gentiles together. ‘The cir- 
cumcifed Fews trufting in their circumcifion, and 
being, as is faid in the next verfe, uncircumcifed in 
heart, were no better than the uncircumcifed Gen- 
tiles ; wherefore both. being tranfgreffors of the 
law, and defpifers of the gofpel of Chrift,: are 


CHA 


pee chapter fhews that there is no compa- 
rifon to be made.between God and the idols 
ot the Gentiles; reprefents the deftruction of the 
Jews as near at hand; and is clofed with fome 
petitions of the prophet. It begins by, way of 
preface with an exhortation to hear the word of 
the Lord, anda dehortation not to, learn the way 
of the heathens, or .be. difmayed .at their  figns;> 
fince their cuftoms were in vain, ¥. 1525 3. which 
lead on to expofe their idols, and fet, forth the 
greatnefs and glory of God. Their idols are de-’ 
cribed by the matter.and makers of them, ¥. 33 
4,9. and from their impotence to fpeak, to ftand, 
to move, or do either .good, or evils ¥i.45 5. but, 
on the other hand, God is defcribed by the great- 
nefs of his name and power, and by the teverence 
that belongs unto. him. in comparifon of whom 
all the wife men of the. nations are ‘brutith,  fool- 
ifh and yain, ¥.,6,.7, 8. by the epithets of true, 
living and everlafting, and by the terriblenefs of 
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threatened with deftruGtion ; fee Rom, ii. 12, 25° 
20. . haere sealing : gre. 
heats Egypt, and Fudah, and Edom, and the- 
children of Ammon, and Moab, &c.| Places and 
people among which the Yews-were difperfed, and. 
whofe punifhment is predicted in ch.xlvi,xlvii,xlviii, 
xlix. and whofe countries are now under the domi- 

nion of the Turks: end all that are in the utmoft 
corners, that dwell in the wilderne/s ; who dwelt in 

the defert of Arabia; thefe,. according to Kimebr, 

were the Kedarenes, and the kingdoms of Hazor, 
a people that dwelt in the utmoit corners, whom 

Nebuchadnezzar fmote, as Jeremiah foretold, ch. 
xlix. 28—33. Jarchi’s note is, ‘* them that are 

“¢ cut off in a corner of the wildernefs ;” that live 

by themfelves, and have no communication with 

other people; were at the greateft diftance, and 

fecure; dwelt alone, and had neither gates nor 

bars, as is faid of the fame people, ch. xlix. 3r. 

The Septuagint verfion is, upon every one that fhaves 

what is about bis face, that dwells in the wildernefs ; 

and fo the Syriac and Arabic verfions ; to which 

agrees the Targum, ‘* upon all that round the cor-- 
“ ners of the head, that dwell in habitations in 

‘¢ the wildernefs.”” The Arabians ufed to fhave 

the extreme hairs of the head round about, as the 

forehead, temples, and behind the ears, which are. 
the corners of the head; fo Heredotus ' reports of 
them, who feem to be meant here; tho’ fome 

think the ews are intended, to whom this was 

forbidden, Lev. xix. 27: for all thefe nations are 

uncircumcifed , in the flefh , tho’ they were not pu-~ 
nifhed on this account, becaufe it was not com-. 
manded them, as Kimchi obferves; but is men- 

tioned. to fhew that the Fews were no better than. 
they, tho’ circumcifed, and that they fhould be. 
punifhed together: avd all the houfe of dfrael-are. 
uncircumcifed in the heart, had not the circumcifion - 
made without hands; or were not circumciled in. 
heart, to love the Lord, fear and. ferve him ; the. 
forefkin of their. flefh taken off availed not, fo, 
long as that on their heart remained, and 

were {tupid, impenitent and difobedient, 
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der and lightning, wind and rain, when the gods- 
that, have no fhare in thefe fhall utterly perifh;» 
¥s. 11, 12, 13. their makers being brutifh, and, 
brought to fhame ; and they falfhood and breath-. 
lefs. vanity, the work of errors, and fo fhall-come- 
to ruin, ¥.14, 15. but he, who is Facod’s portion,: 
and whofe inheritance J/rae/ is, is not like thems. 
being the former of all things, and his name the 
Lord of hofts, ¥. 16. and next follows a prophecy’ 
of the deftruction of the Jews; wherefore they aré- 


bid, to gather up their wares, fince in-a very little: 


time, arid at once, the Lord would fling them. 
out of the land, and bring them into diftrefs, ¥. 175. 
18, upon which the prophet expreflés his fympathy- 
with his people in trouble, and the part of grief. 
he took and bore with them, y. 19. the partic 
lars of his diftrefs, thro’ the defolation of the land, .; 
and ‘the; captivity of the people, with-the caufé: 
anid authors of it, by whofe means thefe things; 


were brought upon them, are mentioned, y. 20, 


his wrath, y. 10, by his power and wifdom, in! 21.,and the Chaldean army, the inftruments of their 


making the heavens and theearth, in caufing thun- 
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| main, are reprefented.as jufhat hand, 


d, ¥.22. whem 
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the prophet, directing himfelf to God, acknow- 
ledges the impotence of man in general to help 
and guide-himfelf, deprecates correction in anger 
to-himéelf in particular, and prays that the wrath 
of God-might be poured down upon the heathens, 
by whom his people were devoured, confumed and 
made defolate, -y..23, 24, 25. 


¥. 1. Hear ye the word which the Lord Jpeaketh 
tunto.you; O-boufe of Ifrael.| Or, upon yous or, 


concerning you *; it may defign the judgment of 


‘God decreed-and pronounced upon them ; or: the 
prophecy-of~it to them, in which they were nearly 
concerned; or the word of God in general, {ent 
unto them*by his prophets, which they were back- 
ward of -hearing ; and feems to refer particularly 
to what follows. 


¥. 2. Lhus faith the Lord, learn not the way of 


the heathen, &c.| Of the nations round about 
them, particularly the Chaldeans; meaning their 
religious ways, their ways of worfhip, their fuper- 
ftition and idolatry; which they were very prone 
unto, and many of which they had learned already ; 
and were in danger of learning more, as they were 
about to be difperfed in divers countries, and efpe- 
cially in Chaldea, which was a very fuperftitious 
and idolatrous nation: and be not difmayed at the 
Signs of beaven, by which are meant, not any ex- 
traordinary figns, fuch as are predicted in Foe/ ii. 

0, 31. and-by our Lord, as figns of the laft de- 
frodion of. Ferujalem, and of his coming, and of 
the end of the world, Matt. xxiv. 3, 29. Luke xxi. 
25—28. but ordinary figns, which are no other 
than the fun; and moon, and ftars, which are fet 
up for figns and feafons,; and days and years, Gen. 


i. 14. and as long as:they are obferved as figns of 


places and of times, it is well enough; but if more 
is attributed unto them, as portending things fu- 
ture, and as having’ an ‘influence on the birth and 
death, difpofitions and attions of: men, when in 
fuch a conjunction; fituation and pofition, it is 
wrong ; which is what is called judicial aftrology, 
and to which the Chaldeans were much addicted, 
and is here condemned ; nor fhould men_poffefs 
themfelves with fears with what fhall befal them 
on fuch ‘accounts, fince all things are under the 
determination, direction and influence of the God 
of heaven, and not the figns of them ; efpecially 
they fhould not be fo obferved as to be worfhipped, 
and to be fo. awed by them, as to fear that evil 
things will befal, if they are not ; and to this fenfe 
is the Syrreec-verfion, the figns of the heavens do not 
sworfoip, or fear. Farchi interprets them of the 
éclipfes of the luminaries, which may be thought 
to forebode fomie dreadful’ things ': for the heathen 


are difmdyed at them, which is a reafon why the 


people of God fhould. not, becaufe is is an hea- 
thenifh fear’; ot, tho the heathen ™, &c. tho’ 
they ate frighted at fuch and fuch conjundtions 
and pofitions of the ftars, and fear that fuch and 
fuch dreadful things will follow’ and-never régard 
the fupreme being and firft. caufe of* all things ; 
yet fuch who have the knowledge of the true God, 


fied hereby ; fee If, xlvii 13. 'Phis text is brought 
to prove that the J/aelites aré not under any pla- 
ret *; fince the heathens are diffayed at them, 
but not they. 
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¥. 3. For the enftoms of the people are vain, &e.} 
Or, their decrees, or flatutes °, their determinations 


and conclufions, founded upon the obfervation of 
the ftars’;° or, their rites and ceremonies in religion, 
in the worfhip of the fun and moon, and the hofts 
of heaven. 


people are nothing ; and which appears by what fol- 


The Syriac verfion is, the idols of the 


lows: for one cutteth a tree out of the foret (the 
work of the hands of the workman) with the ax; 
not for building, or for’ burning, but to make a 
god of; the vanity, ftupidity and folly of which 
are manifeft, when it is confidered, that the ori- 
ginal of it is a tree that grew in the foreft; the 
matter and fubftance of it, the body and trunk of 
a tree cut down with ah ax, and then hewed with 
the fame, and planed with a plane, and formed 
into the image of a man, or of fome creature ; 
and now, to fall down and worfhip this, muft be 
vanity and madnefs to the laft degree ; fee J/- xliv. 
13—17. and xlv. 20. 

¥. 4. They deck it with filver and with gold, &c.] 
Cover it with plates of filver and gold for the fake 
of ornament, that it may look grand, majeftic and 
venerable ; and by this means draw the eye and 
attention, and fo the devotion of people to it: 
they faften it with nails aad hammers, thet it move 
not. The fenfe is, either, that the idol was faftened 
to fome poft-or pillar; or in fome certain place on 
a pedeftal, that it might not fall, it not being 
able otherwife to fupport itfelf; or the plates of 
filver and gold, as ‘Kimchi thinks, were faftened to 
the idol with nails and hammers, that fo they 
might not be taken away from it; for were it not 
for the nails, the god would n/t be able to keep 
his filver and golden deckings. 

¥.5. They are upright as‘ the palp-tree, &c.] 
Being nailed toa poft, or faftened to a pillar, or fet 


upon a pedeftal, and fo ftand erect without bend- 


ing any way ; and are‘like @ palm-tree which is 
noted for its uprightnefs ; hence the church’s fta- 
ture is compared to: it, Cant. vii. 7. here it is a 
farcafm, and a bitter one: but /peak not; man, 
that is ofan erect ftature, In which he differs from 
other ‘creatures, has the faculty of fpeech, which 
they that go upon four feet have not; but the 
idols of ‘the Gentiles, tho’ erect, have ‘not the 
power-of fpeaking a word; and therefore can give 
no anfwer to their votaries ; fee P/. cxv. 5. 1 Kings 
Kili. 26: ‘they muff needs be borne 5 or, in carrying 
be carried 1; when being made they dre fixed in 
the defigned‘ place, or are moved from place to 
place ; they are then carried in mens arms, or on 
their fhoulders : decaufe they cannot go; they have 
no life, ‘and fo are’ uncapable'of motion of them- 
felvés'; they have feet, but walk not ; and can’t 
arifé’and’ beftir themfelves ‘for the help of thofe 
that pray unto them, Pf cxv. 7: be not afraid of 
them, for they cannot do evil ; that is, infliét judg- 
ment, caufe drought; famine or peftilence, or any- 
other'¢vil or calamity ; neither is it alfo in them to 
do good, to give rains:and fruitful feafons, or be- 


ftow any favour, temporal or fpiritual ; ‘fee ch. 
PRaVe te 
and a fevelation of his will, ought not to be terti- | 


y¥.6.. Forafimuch as there is none like unto thee, 


O Lord, &c.| “None‘likehim, for the perfections 
of his‘nature, for the works of his hands, and for 
the inftances of his kindnefs and beneficence, both 
in a way of grace and providence ; there is 


none 

like 
1 Vid. 
. T., Bab. Sabbat, 


mw)! Nw’) portando portantur, Schmidt ; portabi- 
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like him for doing good, or doing evil 3 that ‘is, 
for beftowing favours, or inflicting punifhments ; 
there is none like him for goodnefs or greatnefs, 
as follows; thou art great , in his nature 3.0f great 


power, wifdom, faithfulnefs, truth, and goodneis ; 


and in his works of creation and providence, and 
in every thing in which he is concerned, and 
greatnefs is to be afcribed to him, and greatly is 
he to be praifed ; and all the glory due unto his 
name, is to be given him: and thy name is great 

in might his name is: himfelf, and his. greatnefs 
much appears in the exertion of the attribute of 
his. power and might ;.in making all things out of 
nothing, in upholding the whole creation, and in 
the government of the univerfe; or the fame of 
him is great thro’ the effects of his power, which 
are to be.feen throughout the earth. 

¥. 7. Who would not fear thee, O king of na- 
tions ? &c.] Not that the fear of him among the 
nations was general, or that he was owned by them 
as their king ; but inafmuch as of right he was 
their king, fo he ought to have been feared and 
reverenced by them; and it was an. inftance, of 
great ftupidity and ingratitude not to do it... The 
Targum renders it, ‘‘ king of all people ;” and the 
Syriac verfion, king of all worlds; fome reference 


feems to be had to this pafflage in Rev. xv. 3, 4-' 


where, inftead of king of nations, the Lord is called 
king of faints; and there refers to a time when he 
will be feared, that is, worfhipped and ferved by 
all nations, as he ought:to be: for to thee doth it 
appertain ;.that is, fear belongs to him, it is his 
due ; and this, with keeping the commandments 
of God, .is the whole duty.of man. The Vulgate 
Latin verfion is, thine is the glory ; honour or praile, 
as the Syriac-verfion ; and fo Farchi interprets it.of 
beauty or glory ; but the Targum, ‘* thine is the 
*¢ kingdom;”’. and fo. Kimchi, and to which agrees 
the Arabic verfion.. Forafmuch as among all the wife 
men of the nations, and in. all their kingdoms, there 
is none like unto thee; that.is, among all.the wife 
kings of the nations, and all their wife counfellors, 
there is none like unto God for wifdom, or .for 
glory and majefty ; there is none of them that has 
fuch.a:-kingdom_as he has,.or that. governs it as 
he does; and as all their power and government, 
fo all that wifdom by which they manage their po- 
litical affairs, are from him... , ty OA 
. ¥..8, But.they are altogether brutifo and foolifb, 
&c.] In comparifon of the Lord, . there is, no 
knowledge.and wifdom in them, this is. a certain 
fact.;, they, are verily brutifh and foolifh ; or .they 
are one and all fo, there:is not a wife man among 
them :~or,..7# one thing they, are brutifp ', &c. 
namely, in, their idolatry; however wife they, may 
be in other refpects, in this.they are foolith :. or to 
give no, more in{tances, of their brutifhnefs * and 
folly; this one is fufficient, even what follows, the 
Shock is a. do€irine of, vanities , or what they’ teach 
perfons,. as,to worfhip.the {tock of a tree, or, any 
idol of metal, or of wood, is a moft vain. and 
foolith thing, and argues, grofs ftupidity and.folly, 
and proves them to be brutifh, and without. un- 
derftanding.:. . se Pe ae 3 

_¥. 9. Silver Jpread into:-plates is brought. from, 
Tarfhifh, Sc.]; In Cilicia, where. the apoftle Paul, 
was born ; according to. Fo/epbus, as ferom fays,, 


* YI) MMN A) in hoc uno, Muntter, Tigurine verfion; et certe in una quadem re obbratefcunt, Pifcator. So Jarchi and 
1. * The Talsnudifts * feem to take the word “3, to have the fignification of burning; for the fenfe of 

one thing that burns the wicked in hell ; what is it? idolatry ; as it is here 
* DIDS monde Deus veritas, Pagninus, Montanus, Cocceius, 


Abarbine 
thefe words. being atked, ’tis replied,, there is 
a doctrine of vanities is the fotke. 0) > 


3 = ed *T, Bab, Taanith, fol, 5 6. 


it was a country in India. 


ways have-fubjects to reign over ; nor will h 
any fucceffor, as mortal kings have, rbje cl 


YERE MIAH, Chx.¥.7—10) 


he Targum renders it, 
from Africa, and calls it filver rolled up, or covered; 
fo the Vulgate Latin; fuch was beaten with an 


hammer into plates, and might be rolled up 


better convenience of carriage ; and with w. 
they covered and decked their idols, to make them 
look glittering and pompous, and command fome 


awe and reverence from the common people, The 
Arabic verfion renders it, /olid filver ; it being the 


fame. word from whence the firmament. of heaven 
has its name, or the wide expanfe ; hence we ren-. 
der it /pread, ftretched, and drawn out into plates. 
The Syriac verfion is, the beft filver ; as very likely 
that from Tarfbifh was reckoned. dud gold from 
Uphaz; called fometimes, the gold of Uphaz, Dan. 
x. 5. or Fe/s; perhaps the fame with the gold of 


‘| Ophir, Fob xxviii. 16. and fo the Targum here calls 


it, gold from Ophir, to which agrees the Syriac ver- 
fion ; and was efteemed the beft gold. Tbe work 
of workmen, and of the hands of the founder , melter 
or refiner, being firft purified by him from drofs, 
and then wrought into plates, and polifhed, and 


‘fitted for the idol, and all this being owing to the 


art and workmanfhip of men, fhows the brutith- 
nefs and ignorance of the people, in worfhipping 
it asa god. Blue and purple is their clothing ; not 
the clothing of the workmen, but of the idols; 
thefe colours feem to be chofen to dazzle the eyes 
of the populace, and caufe them to entertain an . 
high opinion of them; the d/ve being the colour 

ot the heavens, and the purple what is wore by . 
kings ; and fo both may denote their deity and 

dominion. But, alas! they are all the work of cun- 

ning men both the idols, and their clothing; efpe- 

cially the latter is meant, which were curioufly 

wrought and embroidered by men {fkilful in that 

art. 

y. 10. But the Lord is the true God, fe) la 
oppofition to all nominal and fictitious deities, 
which are not by nature God, only by name, and 
in the foolifh imagination of the people: or, the 
Lord God is truth * ; that cannot lie, is true to his 
covenant and promifes, and will never deceive thofe 
that worfhip and ferve him, and rely upon him: 
be is the living God; that has life in himfelf, and 
is the author and giver of life to others; to all 


/ men natural life, to fome men {fpiritual and eternal 


life ; whereas the gods of the Gentiles have no life 
in themfelves ; are either dead men, or lifelefs and 
inanimate things, ftocks and ftones, and can give 
no, life to others. The words are in the plural 
number, be is the living Gods ; not for the fake of 
honour and glory, as Kimchi obfervyes; but .as de- 
noting a trinity of perfons in the unity of the di- 
vine eflence : for though the words 57 mb 
living Gods, that.is, living divine ones, or perfons, 
are in the: plural number, yet si 4e, is in the 

fingular ; which is worthy of Shad Rn 
Syriac verfion renders it, the God of the li ving 5, 
and fo. an.Oxford Arabic MS. fee Matt. xxii. 32. 
And an everlafting king; from everlafting to ever- 
lafting;, he is king of old, even from eternity, and 
will ever be fo; his kingdom is an everlafting one, 


and his; throne for ever and ever, and he wi 


have been deified by their idolatrous fubjeé 


SeMP Jon 


his 

ee z 
“A * 
“ey alee a 


eat 
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his wrath the earth foall tremble; that is, the inha- | 


bitants of ity when it is poured forth in judgments 
in the prefent life, and in the everlafting deftruc- 
tion of foul and body hereafter; and then fhall 
they fear him, tho’ now they donot. And the na- 
tions foall not be able to abide bis indignation ,; efpe- 
cially at the day of judgment; fee Rev. vi. 16, 
we : 
vs 11. Thus feall ye fay unto them, &c.] The 
godly Fews to the idolatrous Chaldeans ; and there- 
fore this vere» alone is written in the Chaldee lan- 
guage. The Yargum prefaces it thus, ‘* this. is 
“< the copy of the letter, which Yeremiah the pro- 
‘¢ phet fent to the reft of the elders of the capti- 
“¢ vity in Badylon , and if the people among whom 
*¢ you are, fhould fay unto you, ferve idols, O 
© houfe of J/rae] ; then fhall ye anfwer, and fo 
“¢ fhall ye fay unto them, the idols whom ye ferve 
<<-are errors, in whom there is no profit; from 
heaven they cannot bring down rain, and out of 
the earth they cannot produce fruit:” fo Yarchi 
obferves; it follows in the text, the gods that have 
not made the heavens and the earth, even they shall 
perife from the earth, and from under thefe heavens 
which the Zargum paraphrafes thus, ‘* they and 
<< their worfhippers fhall perifh from the earth, and 
“¢ fhall be confumed from under thefe heavens.” 
‘The words may be confidered as a prediction, that 
fo it would be; or as an imprecation, that fo it 
might be, and be read, Jet the gods, &c. and con- 
fidered either way, being put into the mouth of 
the godly Yews in Babylon, to be openly pronounced 
by them in the midft of idolaters, and in anfwer 
to them, when they fhould be enticed to idolatry , 
fhow how open and ingenuous men fhould be in 
the profeffion of the true God, and his religion and 
worfhip : and it may be obferved againft the de- 
niers of the true deity of our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
that if he is not that God that made the heavens 
and the earth, he lies under this imprecation or 
prediction. 

y. 12. He hath made the earth by his power, &c.] 
The Targum confiders thefe words as a continua- 
tion of the anfwer of the Fews to the Chaldeans, 
paraphrafing them thus, ‘‘ and fo fhall ye fay unto 
<« them, we worfhip him who bath made the earth 
“< by his power ;” who ftands oppofed to -the gods 
that made not the heavens and the earth, that had 
no title to deity, nor right to worfhip; but the 
true God has both; and his making the earth out 
of nothing, and hanging it upon nothing, and 
preferving it firm and ftable, are proofs of his 
almighty power, and fo of his deity; and confe- 
quently that he ought to be worfhipped, and he 
only. He hath eftablifbed the world by his wifdom ; 
upon the rivers and floods ; or he hath poifed it 
in the air; or he hath difpofed ic in an orderly, 


“ce 


< 
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¥. 13. When he uttereth bis voice, &c.} De~ 
clares his will and pleafure, iffues out his com- 
mands ; or when he thunders, for thunder is his 
Voice, Fob xxxvii. 2, 3, 4, 5. and xl. g: there is 
@ multitude of waters in the heavens, they are co- 
vered with clouds, and thefe clouds full of water; 
which is brought about by the following means : 
and he caufeth the vapours to aftend from the ends 
of the earth ; from the north and fouth, as Kimchi 
obferves from the philofophers ; or from all parts 
of the earth, the moft diftant, and particularly 
from the fea, the border of the earth, from»whence 
clouds arife, being exhaled by the fun; fee 1 Kings 
Xviil. 43, 44. He maketh lightenings with rain; 
which very often go together, and the one makes 
way for the other, ‘fob xxviii. 26. tho’ they are fo 
oppofite one to another: and bringeth forth the 
wind out of bis treafures; the caverns of the earth, 
or his fifts, in which he holds it, Prov. xxx. 4: 
and lets it loofe at his pleafure; he has plenty of 
it in referve; he is Lord over it; he fends it forth 
when he pleafes, and it fulfils his will and his 
word. 

¥. 14. Every man is -brutifp in his knowledge, 
&c.] Or fcience of making an idol, whether it be 
of wood, or of gold, or filver, or brafs; he is no 
better than a brute, if he thinks, when he has 
made it, he has made a god: or, becaufe of know- 
ledge” ; for want of it; being without the know- 
ledge of God and divine things, he is like the 
beafts that perifh, Pf xlix. 20: every founder. is' 
confounded by the graven image; or put to*fhame on 
account of it; fince, after all his art, and care, and 
trouble, in melting and refining, and cafting it into 
a form, it is no more than a piece of gold, or fil- 
ver, or brafs, and has no deity, nor any thing ‘like 


‘it, in it: for bis molten image is falfhood; it is 4 


lie, when it is faid to be a god; ahd it deceives 
thofe who worfhip it, and place any confidence in 
it. Kimchi renders it, his covering *. The covers 
ing of the idol with gold and filver, with blue and 
purple, asin ¥. 4, 9. is all a piece of deceit,’ to 
impofe upon the people, and lead them into ‘ido- 
latry: and there is no breath in thems they are 
mere ftocks and ftones, lifelefs and inanimate crea- 
tures; they have neither life themfelves, nor can 
they. give it to others. , 

¥. 15. They are vanity, &c.] They are the fruit 
of the vain imagination of men ; to worfhip them 
fhows the vanity of the human mind; and-they 
are vain things to truft to: and the work of errors ; 
of erroneous men, and which lead men into errors ; 
and are worthy to be laughed at, as the Targum 
paraphrafes it. In the time of ‘their vifitation they 
foall perifo ; or in the time that I thal! vifit upon 
them their fins, as the Yargum; that is, when 
Babylon thould be deftroyed by the Medes and Per- 


regular, and beautiful manner, as the word * ufed | fans, as Kimchi interprets it, when their idols were 


fignifies,; by making it terraqueous, partly land, 
and partly water ; by opening in it fountains and 
rivers ; by diverfifying it with hills and vales, with 
‘wood and arable land, &c. all which fhow:the wif- 
dom, as well as the power of God. 4nd hath 
frretched out the heavens by bis diferetion; as a canopy 
over the earth, as a tent to dwell in; and which is 
beautifully befpangled with the luminaries in it ; 
thence it has the name of expanfe, or the firma- 
ment of heaven. 


= 99335 aptavit, Cocceius ; 


Pagninus, Montanus; a {cientia, Calvin, Grotius, Schmidt. 


Vor. I. N°. 14. 
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ra 


preparans, Schmidt; a 1 aptavit, difpofuit, Guffetius. 


deftroyed alfo; fee Jf xlvi. 1. 

¥. 16. The portion of facob is not like them, 8c.J 
Like thofe idols, vain, and the work of errors, or 
fhall perifh ; even the true God, who is the por- 
tion of his people, of acob, whom he has chofen 
and redeemed ; who call themfelves by the name 
of Facob, and are I/raelites indeed, and plain- 
hearted ones; and who have: feen the infu ficiency 
of all other portions, and the excellency of this ; for 
there is none like it, none fo large, fo rich, fo fa- 
“ q . é é : “tisfying,” 

_ * PYND propter {cientiam, | 

* JD) tettio, five obduftio ejus, Vatablus. 
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tisfying, and fo durable; for God is the portion 
of his, in all the perfections of his nature, which 
all, fome way or other, are for their good and ad- 
vantage ; and in all his perfons, and under every 
charaéter; even all he has is theirs, now and here- 
after: for he is the former of all things; which 
idols are not, being the make of creatures them- 
felves; wherefore the Creator muft be a better por- 
tion thai’ they; and as he has all things at his 
difpofe, he beftows them on his people, and they 
cannot want: and Ifrael is the rod of bis inberi- 
tance ; chofen-and pofiefied by him, and dear unto 
him ; and wonderful this is, that on the one fide 
he fhould-be the portion of his people; and on 
the other, that they fhould be his portion and his 
inheritance, when fo few in number, and defpifed 
by and among men, and but finful duft and afhes; 
and efpecially when what follows is confidered : 
the Lord of bofts is his name ; his title is the Lord 
of armies, above and below ; he rules both in 
heaven and in earth, and has the inhabitants of 
both worlds, angels and men, at his command , 
and yet he chufes a handful-of people to be his 
poffeffion and inheritance. 

y. 17. Gather up thy wares out of the land, &c.) 
Or thy merchandife, as the Zargum,; or thy fub- 
ftance, as the Septuagint; all valuable effects and 
goods that are moveable, which might be carried 
from place to place. The meaning is, that the 
‘ews would gather up their riches from the feveral 
parts of the land of udea, and bring them to Fe- 
rufalem, a fortified place; or they would be in 
danger of falling into the hands of the enemy. 
Kimchi interprets the words as if fpoken of Baby- 
Jon, and directed to the Chaldeans, not to be elated 
with the captivity of [/rael, and becaufe the word 
935, fignifies to humble and fubdue, he takes the 
fenfe to be, ** gather in or contraét thine humi- 
“¢ liation or fubjection ;” that is, of other nations; 
refrain thyfelf, or ceafe from fubduing kingdoms ; 
that is now at an end, it fhall be no more fo; 
but the words manifeftly refpect the people of the 
Jews, as is clear from the next verfe. O inhabi- 
tant of the fortrefs ; of the fortrefs of Zion, or the 
fortified city, Ferufalem. The Targum is, ** O thou 
“© that dwelleft in the ftrong place, in the forti- 
‘© fied cities.” It may be rendered, that dwelleft 
in the fiege” ; in the befieged city, Feru/alem. 

¥. 18. For thus faith the Lord, &c.| This isa 
reafon enforcing the exhortation in the preceding 
verfe, and fhows that the fame people that are 
fpoken of here, are addreffed there. Behold, I will 
fling out the inhabitants of the land at this once; 
meaning the inhabitants of the land of Fudea; or 
otherwife the prophet would never have expreffed 
fuch a concern for them, as he does in the follow- 
ing verfe. Their captivity is fignified by the fling- 
ing of a ftone out of a fling, and fhows how fud- 
den, fwift, and certain it would be; and that it 
would as eafily and fwiftly be done, and with 
equal force and rapidity, as a ftone is flung out 
of a fling ; and that it would be done by the Lord 
himfelf, whoever were the inftruments: azd will 
diftrefs them; or firaiten * them, on every fide; it 
feems to intend the fiege ; or bring them into great 
{traits and difficulties, thro’ the peftilence, famine, 
fword, and captivity: that they may find it; {0 as 
he had fpoken by his prophets, it coming to pafs 
exactly as they had foretold. The Targum is, 


y WS INAWY qua habitas in obfidione, V. L. Cocceius, Schmidt. 
fome in Vatablus ; & anguftabo, we/ obfidebo cos, Schmidt ; faciam ut obfideant eos, Calvin; arétum ipfis faciam, 


* AU’ Y propter confractionem meam, Cocceius, Schmidt. 


. 
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‘* that they may receive the punishment of their 
** fins;” and fo the Septuagint and Argbic verfions, 
that thy ftroke may be found but the Syriac verfion 
is very different from either, shat they may feek me — 
and find; which is an end that is fometimes an- 
fwered by afflictive difpenfations. celal 
¥.19. Wo is me, for my hurt, 8ec.| Or breach*, 
which was made upon the people of the Jews, 
when. befieged, taken, and carried captive; with 
whom the prophet heartily fympathized, and-con- 
fidered their calamities and diftreffes as his own ; 
for thefe are the words of the prophet, lamenting 
the fad eftate of his people. Jy wound is grievous ; 
caufes grief, is very painful, and hard to be_en- 
dured: but I faid; within himéelf, after he had 
throughly confidered the matter: sis 45.4 grief ; 
an affliction, a trial, and exercife: and J mujt bear 
it ; patiently and quietly, fince it is of God, and 
is juftly brought upon the peopie for their fins. 
y. 20. My tabernacle is fpoiled, &c.| Not the 
temple at Ferufa/em only, rather Ferufalem ittelf, 
as Kimchi; or the whole land, as the Targum, 


/** my land is wafted :” the allufion is to the tents 


of fhepherds, and denotes the, unftable condition 
of the ¥ewi/> nation: and all my cords are broken 3 
all the reft of the cities of the Jand are deftroyed, 
as Kimchi, and fo the Targum, ‘* my, cities are ipoil- 
“* ed:” as the cords are what the parts of the taber- 
nacle or tent are faftened and kept together with; 
they may intend the ftrength of the nation, which 
lay in its wealth, its fortrefleés, and the numbers 
of its people, now weakened, loofed, and_broke. 
My children are gone forth of mes into. captivity, 
as the Zargum interprets it; the prophet, perfo- 
nating Yerufalem, and the cities of Fudeab, The 
Septuagint adds, and my fheep; keeping on the me- 
taphor of a fhepherd, his tent, and flock. . dnd 
they are not; either not in the world, being de- 
ftroyed by one judgment or another; or rather not 
in their own land, being carried captive, There is 
none to firetch forth my tent any more, and to fet up 
my curtains; which fhows the great deftruction and 
defolation of the land, and its inhabitants, that 
there would be none to fet up a fhepherd’s tent ; 
perhaps the rebuilding of Ferufalem, andthe reft 
of the cities, may be meant. 

¥. 21. For the paftors are become brutifh, &c.] 
The kings of Judah, fo the Targum, Farchi, and 
Kimchi, as Feboiakim and Zedekiah; tho’ it need 
not be reftrained to thefe only, but may include 
all inferior civil magiftrates, and even all ecclefia- 
{tical rulers, who were the fhepherds of the péo- 
ple; but thefe being like the brut¢ beafts, and 
without underftanding of civil and religious things, 
and not knowing how to govern the people either 
in a political or ecclefiaftical way, were the caufe 
of their ruin. And have not ‘fought the Lord; this 
is an inftance of their brutifhnefs and ftupidity, 
and opens the fource of all their miftakes and mif- 
fortunes ; they did not feek the Lord for countel, 
by whom kings reign well, and princes. decree ju- 
ftice ; nor doctrine from the Lord, as the Za 
gum, as the priefts and prophets fhould have dor 
in order to inftruét the people, and 1 the 
with knowledge and underftanding; nor di 
ther of them feek the glory of God in what they 
did, but their own. intereft, worldly adyar , or 

> in their 


applaufe : therefore they shall not profper : 
kingdom, and in the feveral offices and {tations in 


Tien 
40 


= tom sym) obfidere faciam 
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“which they were. 


Some render the words, ¢here- 
“fore they dowt ad prudently”, not coniulting the 
Lord, nor warning the people, nor giving them 
notice of approaching danger: and all their flocks 
fall be fcattered ; the people of the Yews that were 
under their government, civil or ecclefiaftical, fhould 
be difperfed in feveral nations, and efpecially in 
Chaldee ; wherefore it follows, 

¥:22. Bebold the noife of the bruit is come, &c.] 
Or, the voice of bearing * , that is, the voice heard ; 
the report that was made that the king of Badylon 
had invaded the land, and was coming up to be- 
fiege Yerufalem: and a great commotion out of the 
north country; a large army from Babylon, which 
lay north of ‘fudea, which came with great noife, 
and caufed a great trembling and fhaking among 
the inhabitants of the land whither they were 
comifig: 40 make the cities of Fudah defolate, and 
& den of dragons ; this fhows that the whole para- 
graph is to be underftood of the Fewi/h nation, and 
of their deftru@tion. See the note on ch. ix. rr. 

¥. 23. O Lord, I know that the way of man is 
hot in bimfelf, &c.] Kimchi and Ben Meleéch inter- 
pret it of that well known man Nebuchadnezzar, 
whofe way was not in himfelf, and was not mafter 
of his own refolutions, but was under the influ- 
ence and direction of divine providence : when he 
fet out of Babylon, he thought to have gone a- 
gairift the Ammonites; but when he came to a place 
where two ways met ; the one leading to the chil- 
den of Ammon, the other to Feru/alem , God changed 
his mind, and he fteered his courfe to Yeru/alem, 
to chaftife Zedekiab for the breach of his oath: but 
the words feem to havea more general meaning ; 
and the fenfe to be, that the prophet knew that it 
‘was not with him, nor with any of the godly to 
efcape the judgments that were coming upon them, 
that they were entirely in the hands of the Lord, 
to be guided, directed and difpofed of at his plea- 
fure. The words may be accommodated to fpi- 
ritual things, and the affair of falvation; and be 
rendered thus, J know, O Lord, that not for man 
is bis way‘; his own way is not good for him , 
not his finful way, for this is oppofite to God’s 
way, and a going out of it; it is not according 
to his word; it is after the courfe of the world, 
and it is a dark and crooked way, and leads to, 
and ends in, deftruction and death, if grace pre- 
vent not: nor the way of his own righteoufne(s ; 
this is no way of accefs to God, no way of accep- 
tance with him, no way of juftification before him, 
no way of falvation, no way to heaven, and eter- 
nal happinefS ; that which is the good and right 
way, the only way of falvation, is not of man, in 
him, or with him naturally, it is not of his devi- 
fing and contriving, and much lefs of his effec- 
ting ; it is not even within his knowledge ; and fo 
far as he knows any thing of it, he does not ap- 
prove of it: but it is of God; the fcheme of it is 
of his forming ; it is awork wrought out by Chrift, 
it is a way of falvation revealed in the gofpel; and 
the thing itfelf is favingly made known, and ap- 
plied by the Spirit of God; all which is known and 
Owned when men ate fpiritually enlightened: it is 
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not in man that walketh to direét bis feps ; as not in 
natural and civil things, much lefs in religious 
ones ; a good man is one that walks, which fup- 
pofes life and ftrength, without which there can be 
no walking; and a progreffion, a going on in @ 
way; which ways are Chrift, and his ordinances 
the path of doétrine and of duty; yet it is not 
even in this good man, /o direff and order bis Steps 
of himfelf; it is the Lord that muft do it, and 
does ; he can také no ftep aright without him ; he 
is guided by him and his Spirit, both in the path 
of truth and of obedience; and hence it is that 
the faints perfevere unto the end; fee Pf. xxxvii. 
23. Prov. iii. 5, 6, 

¥. 24. O Lord corre? me, but with judgment, 
&c.] The prophet here perfonates the body of 
the Fewifh nation, efpecially the godly among 
them ; he confiders the troubles coming upon the 
nation as a correction and chaftifement of the 
Lord; he does not refufe it, or defire it might not 
come upon them ; he knew the chaftifements of a 
father are for good ; he only intreats it might be 
with judgment , not in ftri&t juftice, as his and the 
fins of his people deferved, then they would not 
be able to bear it; but in meafure and moderation, 
with a mixture of mercy and tendernef3-in it ; and 
in a diftinguifhing manner, fo as to make a differ- 
ence between his own people and others, in thé 
correction of them; fee Ezek, xxxiv. 16, 17: not 
in thine anger; in vindictive wrath, and hot dif- 
pleafure, which is ¢élféwhere deprecated. by the 
faints, Pf vi. 1. and xxxviii. 1: lef thou bring me 
to nothing ; or leffen me*, or make me little, or 
make us few, as the Arabic verfion; or bring to 
a fmall number, as the Syriac; and fo to utter 
ruin. 

¥.25. Pour out thy fury upon the heathen, that 
know thee not, &c.] Make a difference between 
thy people that know thee, and make a profeffion 
of thy name, and worfhip thee, and the heathen; 
the nations of the world who are ignorant of God, 
and worfhip ftocks and ftones; whilft thou cor- 
recteft thine own people in meafure, in love, and 
not in wrath, pour out without meafure all thy 
fury upon the Gensiles that know not God, and are 
guilty of the groffeft idolatry: and upon the fami- 
lies that call not on thy name; this. does not fignify 
fingle families, commonly fo called; but king- 
doms, as the Zargum interprets it; heathen king- 
doms and nations that call not upon, or worfhip 
the God of Jrael, but their own idols; fuch as 
the family of Egypt, Zech. xiv. 17,18. and fo it 
is expreffed in a parallel place, P/- xxix. 6. which 
is either taken from hence, or this from thence : 
for they have eaten up Facob, and devoured him, and 
confumed him, and have made bis habitation defolate ; 
an heap of words to exprefs the great deftruction 
and defolation of the land of SJjrael, of Ferufalem, 
and the cities of Fudab; and of their houfes and 
dwelling places, private and public; and of their 
fpoiling them of all their goods, fubftance, wealth; 
and riches; which is given as a reafon of the above 
imprecation. 


» youn m5 non egerunt prudenter, Vatablus, Tigurine verfion; non intellexerunt, Pagninus, Montanus, 

© yi’ Syp vox auditionis, Pagninus, Montanus ; vox auditus, Vatablus, Calvin; vox fama, Schmidt. 
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“FAUIS chapter gives an account of the cove- 
nant God had made with the people of the 
ews , their breach of it ; and the evils threatened 
them on that account; and particularly againft the 
men of Anathoth, for their ill treatment of the pro- 
phet. It begins with the order to Yeremiah to 
rehearfe the words of the covenant in the ears of 
the men of Fudab and Ferufalem, ¥..1, 2,3. which 
covenant is defcribed by the fanction of it; a curfe 
in cafe of difobedience;.and a promife of being 
their God, and bringing them into the good land, 
in cafe of obedience ; and by the time when it 
was made, when the J/raelites were brought out 
of Egypt, ¥. 3, 4, 5.-which order, the prophet 
agreeing to, is repeated, ¥. 5, 6. declaring the ear- 
neft proteftation and exhortation of God to obey 
it, which they not obferving, were threatened with 
the curfes of it, y. 7, 8. the prefent Zews doing as 
their forefathers had done, breaking the covenant, 
particularly by their idolatry, are threatened alfo 
with punifhment they fhould not efcape, y¥. 9, 10, 
t1. which is aggravated by a refolution to fhew 
no regard to their cries, ¥. 11. by the impotence 
of their idols to fave them, tho’ fo numerous, 
y. 12,13. by forbidding, the prophet to pray for 
them, ¥.14. by their having no longer a place 
and protection in the houfe of God, becaufe of their 
wickednefs, ¥. 15. by comparing their former and 
prefent ftate together, having been as a_ beautiful 
and fruitful olive-tree, but now burnt, and its 
branches broken, ¥. 16. next follows an account 
of a defion of the men of Avathoth againft the pro- 
phet, to take away his life, which he was ignorant 
of, till the Lord gave him knowledge of it, ¥. 17, 
18,19. when he imprecates vengeance on them, 
y¥. 20. and under. a fpirit of prophecy from the 
Lord, foretels their utter ruin and, deftruction, 
Y. 215225:23% 


y¥. 1. The word ihat came to Feremiah from the 
Lord, faying.| Here feems to begin a new pro- 
phecy; but when it was, and under what reign, 
and what diftance between this and the former, is 
not known; however it was from the Lord, and 
fo to be regarded. 

y¥.2. Hear ye-the words of this covenant, &c.] 
Which Dr. Lightfoot underftands of the covenant 
lately made in the times of ¥e/ah,, upon. finding 
and reading the law of Mo/es, 2 Kings xxiii. 3. 
but it feems rather to defign the law of Mojes it- 
felf; or the covenant made with the people of J/rae/ 
on mount Horeb, Exod, xxiv. 7,8, or rather which 
was made with them in the land of Moab, Deut. 
xxix. 1. The words of it-are the things contained 
in it, the bleffings and curfes:; the, erder to ear 
them is in the plural number, and is;dire¢éted, ‘not 
‘to Feremiah only, but to others with him, the reft 


of the prophets that were in his days; as Zepha-. 


niab, who prophefied, as Kimchi obferves, in the 
reign of Fofab and there was Baruch his compa-: 
nion ; or the priefts at: Asathoth are here addrefied 
with him ; tho’ it is ufval, in the Hebrew laneuage, 
to put one number for another ; and feremiah; in 
the next verfe, is fingly addreffed ; and the Syriac 
verfion renders it in the fingular number; perhaps 
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Sworn unto your fathers; 8c,| Abraham Taac anc : 
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the book of the Jaw might lie before him, and be 
pointed at’; and fo he is bid fo take it, or receive 
it, as the Targum is, and read and publith it to 
Jews, as follows: and {peak unio the men of Fu 
and to the inhabitants of Ferufalem; the words o 
the covenant, and what follows, ¥ 

¥.3. And fay thou unto them, &c.| This fhows th 
the command of publifhing the law or coyenant; 
was however principally given to eremiah : this 
faith the Lord theGod of Ijrael; that made them, anci 
brought them out of Egypt, and made a covenani: 
with them, and had taken care of them, and hac 
beftowed many favours upon them: cured be the 
man that obeyeth not the words of this covenant ; 
which the prophet, it may be, had in his hands, eve12 
the book of the law, and held it forth unto them, 
whilft he was fpeaking ; the language of which is, 
curfed is every one_that does not conftantly anci 
perfectly perform what is contained in it, Deut, 
XXVIl. 26. 

¥.4. Which I commanded your fathers, &c.] Ti> 
obferve and keep: in the day that I brought then 
forth out of the land of Egypt; that is, quickly 
after, when they were in the wildernefs, and before 
they came into the land of Canaan. The. day 
feems to include the whole time from their coming 
out of Egypt, to their entrance into Canaan’s land. ; 
it was in the firft year of their coming out from 
thence, that the law was given them on mount 
Sinai, Exod. xix. 1—11. and it was in the fortieth 
year, and when they were upon the borders of 
Canaan, that the covenant was made with them in 
the land of Moab, Deut. i. 3. and xxix. 1: from 
the iron furnace; meaning Egypt, and their loond- 


_ 


}age and affliction in it, compared to an irom fur- 


nace. for the grievoufnefs of it, its long continu- 
ance, ahd the ufe of it to try and prove them; 
fee Deut. iv. 20. 1 Kings viii. 51 : faying, bey my 
voice; in the law: and uo them; the commands of 
it, the words of the covenant: according to all which 
I command you every thing was to be done that 
was commanded, and as it was commanded ; a per- 
fect and uniform obedience is to be yielded to the 
law, in order to enjoy the bleffing, or a penalty is 


| incurred : /o fall ye be my people, and I will be your 


God; this is the tenor of the covenant of works; 
covenant-intereft in God, according to the law, 
depends upon obedience ;: that is the condition oi 
it; but the covenant of grace is not clogged with _ 
fuch a condition ; but-runs abfolutely, they /hall 


be my people, and I will be their God, ch. XXxii. 39. 


¥.5. That I may perform the oath which I #4 


Jacob: ta give them a land flowing with milk ani 
honey, that is, abounding with plenty of i 
of provifions.; fee Exod. iii. 8. Deut. vi. g. an 
vill. 7, 8, 9: 4s it is this day; the land of Canaan 
continued to thofe times a very fruitful country ; 
it was, as it was promifed it fhould be, and w 
was'a clear thing); their eyes. faw it, and the day 
bore witnefs to it: then anfwered I, and faid, that— 
is, the prophet ‘Yeremiah, to whom * ord 

was given: fo be it, O Lord; or, Amen, Lor . 
either agreeing to publifh what the L Ce 
manded him ; or as withing that the land of Ca- 
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' fair warnings, and thefe repeated again and again ; 


_ obedience to them; he fhewed the prophet the rea- 
fon of it, and epened to him a fecret he was not 


Seal 


naan might continue the fame fruitful land it was, 
and the people of the Jews in it, they keeping 
the words of this covenant; or elfe as‘aflenting 
that the curfe might fall upon the men that did 
not obferve them, alluding to Deut. xxvii. 15— 
26. This is the fenfe of Abarbinel ; Farchi and Kim- 
chi obferve, that the word Lord is vocative, and 
in the language of prayer. _ 

¥. 6. Then-the Lord faid unto me, &c.| Again; 
for this is a repetition of the above order: proclaim 
all thefe ‘words in the cities of fudah, and in the 
Jireets of Ferujalem ; with a loud voice, and openly, 
that all may hear: /aying, hear ye the words of this 
covenant, and do them which their forefathers pro- 
mifed, when the covenant was made with them, 
Exod. xxiv. 7. but did not perform; hearing with- 
out doing is. of little avail; not the hearers, but 
the doers of the law are juftified; wherefore men 
fhould not be content with hearing only; Rom, i. 
13. fam.i. 22. 
» ¥.7. For I earneftly protefted unto your fathers, 
&c.| Or, witnefing witneffed * ; teftified his great 
affection for them; importunately folicited their 
obfervation of his precepts for their good; and 
ftrictly cautioned them againft neglect and difobe- 
dience: in the day that I brought them out of the 
land of Egypt; fee the note on ¥. 4: even unto this 
day, rifing carly, and protefting, faying, obey my voice ; 
that is, from the ttme of the giving of the law, 
in all iucceffive ages, to the prefent time, he had 
fent his prophets to them, time after time, morn- 
ing-by morning, early and late, to prefs, exhort 
and ftir them up to an obedience to his will, and 
to warn them of the evils that would come by 
difobedience to it. 

¥.8. Yet they obeyed not, nor inclined their ear, 
&c.] Tho’ they had fuch ftrong folicitations, and 


God and his covenant, his word aiid his worfhip j 
fome defigns were forming to cafhire thefe, and’ 
introduce a new religion, the idolatry of the Gen- 
tiles; and it was not a few only that were in the 
{cheme, the combination was general, city and coun- 
try were in it; the inhabitants of Yerufalem, the 
more polite part of the nation; and the country- 
people, that dwelt in the feveral cities of Fudab, 
were all united in this affairs and this was found 
out by him who fees and knows all things: » It is 
common for innovators in religion to lay fchemes 
privately, and fecretly inculcate them, before things 
are ripe for the open introduction of them. The 
Syriac verfion renders it, a rebellion; and confpira- 
cies often iffe in open rebellion ; and fo the Tar- 
gum, ** and it is found that the men of Fudab; 
‘and the inhabitants of Ferufalem, have rebelled 
** againft my word.” 

¥.10. They are turned back .to the iniquities of - 
their forefathers, &c.] » According to Kimchi, this 
prophecy was delivered out, in the. times of Fe 
hoiakim, There had been a reformation. in the 
reign of Fofiah, but now they had rebelled-againtt 
the Lord, and had returned to their former idola- 
tries that had been practifed in the times of Amon; 
Manafeh and Abaz: which refufed to bear my words; 
fent unto them by the prophets J/ziah, and others : 
and they went after other gods to ferve them; not 
their. forefathers, tho’ it: was true of them; but 
the then prefent generation, that were in the con- 
{piracy and rebellion againft God; they put their 
ichemes into execution, and worfhipped and ferved 
the gods of the nations: the houje of I/rael, and the 
houfe of Fudab have broken my covenant which I 
made with their fathers; by their many tranfgref 
fions, and efpecially by their idolatry ; the houfe 
of Irael, or the ten tribes, had done fo, many years 
ago, and were carried captive; and the houfe of 
Judah, or the two tribes of Benjamin. and Fudab, 
committing the fame iniquities, might juftly ex- 
pect the like treatment, 

Yat1. Therefore thus faith the Lord, bebold, I 
will bring evil upon them, &c.| ‘The evil of pu- 
nifhment for the evil of their fins, fuch as fa- 
mine, the, fword and captivity, which latter is 
the evil more efpecialiy defigned ; and there is no 
evil of this nature but what is of God; it is of 
his fending and bringing; fee Amos iii. 6: which 
they foall not be able to efcape; they fhould not have 
wifdom enough to form a fcheme, nor power 
enough to put one in execution when formed, 
whereby they could extricate themfelves out of the 
difficulties they would be in; doubtlefs reference 
is had to their being befieged by the Chaldean 
army, the evil that fhould come out of the north, 
ch. i. 14. which fhould fo clofely furround them, 
that none fhould efcape: and tho’ they fhall cry 
unto me, I will not bearken unto them; becaufe their 
prayers were hypocritical, and not attended. with 
faith and, true repentance; otherwife, when men 
cry to God, under arfenfe of fin, being truly forry 
for it, and put their truft in him, he hears them, 
and. delivers them; but thefe would be concerned 
only for the evil that was come upon them, and 
not the evil they had been guilty of; and fuch 
finners, when,they pray to him, the Lord hears 

ot. ‘The Zargum is, *¢ and they fhall pray be- 
“ fore me, and I will not receive their prayers.” 


Ms B2. 


all which was an aggravation of their difobedience 
and ftubbornnefs: but walked every one in the ima- 
gination of their evil heart, which is defperately 
wicked, and is evil, and that continually, even 
every imagination of ft ; wheréfore walking herein 
mutt be very wide and different from walking. in 
the law of the Lord, and obeying that ; fee ch. 
iii. 17. and vii. 24: therefore I will bring upon them 
all the words of this covenant; that is, all the curfes 
and threatenings denounced in it againft the difo- 
bedient ; and fo the Targum, ‘* and 1 brought 
*« upon them vengeance (or punifhment) becaufe 
“« they received not the words of this covenant :” 
which I commanded them to do, but they did them 
not ; becaufe-they did not do the commands of the 
law, therefore,the curfes of it lighted on them ; 
for the words of the preceding claufe may be ren- 
dered, and I brought upon them”, &c. and ’tis fug- 
gefted, that the like punifhment would be inflicted 
on the preient generation, they imitating and pur- 
fuing the iniquities of their fathers; as follows, 
¥.9. dud the Lord faid unto me, &c.) After 
he had given him the order to publifh-and -pro- 
claim the words of the covenant, and exhort. to 


acquainted with: @ confpiracy, is found among the 
men of Fudah, and among the inhabitants of Ferufa- 
lem; not againit the king, and againft the civil 
government, ‘but againft the King of kings, againtt 


Z°FYM TW! teltificando teftificatus fum, Schmidt; conteftando conteftatus fum, Pagninus, Montanus, Cocceius. ; 
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his church and people withdrawing from the . 
ple, becaufe of the wickednefs of the Jews; 
they are the words of God concerning the. 
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y.12. Then fhall the cities of Fudab, and the in- 
habitants of Ferufalem, &c.] That is, the inhabi- 
tants of the cities of Yudab, as well as the inhabi-~ 


tants of the city of ‘eru/alem, the former being 
in diftrefS thro’ the enemy being in their land, as 
well as the latter befieged by him: go and cry 
unto the gods unto whom they offer incenfe, Baal, 
the queen of heaven, fun, moon, planets, and all 
the hofts of heaven, as in ¥. 13. ch. xliv. 15, 17. 
2 Kings xxiii. 5. thefe they fhould cry unto for help 
and deliverance in vain: but they /ball not fave them 
at all in the time of their trouble, not yield them 
the leaft relief and comfort in their trouble, fo far 
from faving them entirely from it. hy 

y¥.13. For according to the number of thy cities 
were thy gods, O Fudah, &c.} See the note on 
ch. ii. 28': and according to the number of the fireets 
of Ferufalem; of which there were many, and fome 
of note:: have ye fet up altars to that foameful 
thing, even altars to burn incenfe unto Baal, one of 
whofe names is Bofheth, fhame; fee Ho/-ix.10. hence 
Ferub-baal is called in 2 Sam. xi. 21. Ferub-befheth , 
very properly is this name given to Baa/, not only 
becaufe the worfhip of him was to the reproach of 
the true God, but brought fhame and confuficn in 
the iffue to its worfhippers; as well as becaufe 
fhameful things were done in the worfhip of it, 
efpecially of Baal-peor ; who feems to be the fame 
with the Priapus of other nations. 

y¥. 14. Therefore pray not thou for this people, 
&c.] If for a remnant among them, yet not for 
the body of the people; and if for their fpiritual 
and eternal good, yet not for their temporal falva- 
tion ; their temporal ruin was certain ; the decree 
was gone forth, and there was no revoking it ; and 
this is faid, not fo much by way of prohibition of 
the prophet, as by way of threatening to the peo- 
ple, to fhow that as their own prayers fhould not 
profit them, fo they fhould not have the benefit of 
the prayers of good men ; their fin was a fin unto 
death, at leaft temporal death, and mutt not be 
prayed for, 1 Fobu v. 16: neither lift up a cry or 
prayer for them; more words are ufed to fhew the 
divine refolution, how inexorable he was, and how 
defperate was their condition, and their ruin fure ; 
thefe words are repeated from ch. vii. 16: for I 
will not hear them im the time that they cry unto 
me for their trouble; for as he would not hear their 
prayers when they fhould cry to him to be deli- 
vered from their trouble, it cannot be thought 
that he fhould hear the prayers of others for them. 
The Targum underftands this of the prayers of the 
prophet for them, paraphrafing the words thus, 
<* for there is no acceptance before me (or it is 
“ not pleafing to me) when thou fhalt pray for 
«6 them before me, in the time of their evil ;” -nei- 
ther their prayers, nor the prophet’s for them, 
would be acceptable to God, or of any avail, he 
being determined to bring evil upon them. 

¥.15. What hath my beloved to do in mine houfe, 
&c.] Thefe are either the words of the prophet, 
as Kimchi and Ben Melech think, {peaking after this 
manner; what has God, who is my ‘beloved, he 
whom my foul loves, and who loves-me, to do in 
the fanctuary, which is my houfe, ‘and not this 
peoples, that have defiled it, to caufe his Shekinab 
to dwell there, after fo much wickednefs has. been 
committed in it? and fo Cocceius interprets it, of 
Chrift the beloved Son of God, and the beloved of 


' Vid. Lightfoot. Chorograph. Cent. ad Matt. p. 34. 
quum adeft malum tuam 
Ohel Moed, fol. 32.1. 


fake ; fignifying, that now, becaufe of their abo- . 


» Junius & Tremellius; prafto eft, Pifcator ; extabit, Cocceius. 


of the ews, who were beloved for the. 


minations, it was not fitting they fhould continue 
in the houfe of God, or have any fhelter and pro- 
tection there. The Yews interpret * this ofsAbrae 
ham: feeing foe hath wrought lewdnefs with many ? 
that is, the congregation of J/rae/, or the church 
of the Fews, had committed idolatry with many 
idols ; or it was not only a few of them that were 
guilty of this fin, but a multitude, even their er 


men, the princes and nobles: and the holy flelh 


paffed from thee, which Kimchi and Bea Melech un-_ 


derftand of holy and good: men, who ceafed from _ 
among them, were perifhed and gone; and Yarchi, 
of the circumcifion of the flefh, which was neg- 
lected: but it feems beft to interpret it of the flefh 
of facrifices; which were either laid afide by them, 
or if offered and eat of, were of no fervice to. 
them, being offered up with a wicked mind; or 
rather the meaning is, the time was come that thefe 
were at an end, the temple being deftroyed : when 
thou doft evil, the evil of fins or, when thine evil 
is! the evil of punifhment is coming upon thee: 
then thou rejoice ; inftead of repenting of fin, and 
mourning for it, or being humbled at approaching 


Judgments, gave themfelves up to fenfual lufts and 


pleafures ; neither concerned at the one, nor at the 
other; neither grieved for fin, nor trembled at pu- 
nifhment ; but amidft all were brifk and jovial ; 
tho’ fome fay ®, the word has the fignification of 
trembling; and render it, then thou foalt tremble. 
The Targum of the whole is, ** what (have I to 
‘** do) with this people, that was beloved before 
me; they have left the worfhip of the houfe of 
my fanctuary ,; they have took counfel to fin 
much; they mingle the flefh of abominations 
with the holy flefh; they fhall go into captivity 
‘ from thee ; becaufe of thy wickednefs thou art 
‘ ftrone.” 

¥.16, The Lord called thy name, a green olive- 
tree, &c.] That is, compared the Fewi/o church 
and people to one, and made them as’ one, very 
profperous and flourifhing in the enjoyment of pri- 
vileges, civil and religious, being highly favoured 
with the word and ordinances : fair, and of goodly 
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fruit; which, for a while, brought forth the fruit 


of good works ; and whilft fuch, was amiable and 
lovely to look upon ; was, as the Syria¢ verfion is, 


fair with fruit, and beautiful in fight; and whereas 


it might have been expected fhe would have fo 
continued, and been {till as a green olive-tree in 

the houfe of God, as David fays, Pf. hii. 8. now 
it was otherwife, fhe was become barren, dry and 
fruitlefs ; and therefore it follows : with the noife of 
a great tumult be hath kindled fire upon it, that is, 

by means of the Chaldean army, which 
a mighty rufhing noife, as a numerous ¢ 
the Lord had deftroyed it, and burnt it 
what the Chaldeans did is afcribed to Ge 
it was done according to his will, and by 
rection and oyer-ruling providence: and the 
ches of it are broken the high and pr 
the king, princes and nobles, their palaces, — 
the houte of God. The apoftle feem ; 

{pect to this paflage in Rom. xi. 17 
is, ** as an olive-tree that is b 


k T. Bab. Menachot, fol. 53.2. 
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*« and comely of fight, whofe branches overfhadow 
“* the trees, fo the Lord hath magnified thy name 
*“ among the people ; but now that thou haft 
“* tranferefied the law, the armies of the people 
** who are {trong as fire fhall come againft thee, 
‘* and helps fhall be joined to them.” 

¥. 17. For the Lord of bofts that planted thee, 
&c.] As a green olive-tree, and gave thee all 
thy verdure, fruitfulnefs, happinefs and profperity ; 
when he firft put thee into the poffeffion of the 
good land, and diftinguifhed thee by fo many fa- 
vours and bleffings; as he is able to take them 
away, fo he will: for he hath pronounced evil a- 
gainft thee; he hath determined it in his mind, and 
he hath declared it by his prophets: for the evil of 
the boufe of Ijrael; the ten tribes, who had com- 
mitted fin, and for which the evil pronounced had 
been executed on them already, being fome time 
ago carried captive : and of the boufe of Judah , who 
had taken no warning by them, but had followed 
them in their iniquities, and even exceeded them ; 
and therefore muft expect the like punifhment for 
their fins: which they have done againft themfelves ; 
for fin is not only againft God, his nature, will 
and law; but it is againft the finner himfelf, and 
is to his hurt and ruin, both temporal and eternal : 
to provoke me to anger in offering incenfe unto Baal , 
this particularly was the evil which was fo pro- 
voking to God; and therefore he determined to 
bring the evil of punifhment upon them, and fhews 
the caufe and reafon of it; and which is a fufficient 
vindication of his juftice. 

y¥. 18. And the Lord hath given me knowledge of 
it, &c.] Either of what he had been . declaring, 
as the fins of thefe people; and of what he had 
been prophefying, concerning punifhment for their 
fins ; what he had faid was not of himfelf, did not 
arife from any pique or refentment in him againft 
them; but it was of God, that knows all things, 
and had made ‘known thefe things toshim 3" and he 
had only faithfully related them as he had received 
them ; or elfe of the malicious defigns of ‘the men 
of Anathoth to take away his life, atter-mentioned : 
and I know it; and am fure of it; having it by 
divine revelation, and from that God that cannot 
lye, and will not deceive: then thou fhewedft me 
their doings. - Some verfions, as the Septuagint, Sy- 
viac and Arabic, take the former words to be a 
prayer of the prophet’s, O Lord, make me know, or 
foew me, or teach me, that I may know and thefe 
fignify that his prayer was anfwered. The Lord 
thewed him the fins of thefe people, and what pu- 
nifhments they deferved, and would be inflicted on 
them ; or rather what they were doing in the dark, 
and what fchemes they were contriving and at- 
tempting to put in execution againft his life; but 
God was careful of it, and would not fuffer them 
to do him any harm; and therefore made all 
known unto him ; fee Pf cv. 15. 

¥.19. But I was like a lamb, or an ox, &c.] 
The word A/luph rendered an ox, is‘by many con-: 
fidered as an adjective to the word lamb." fince 
the disjunctive particle or, is notin the text ; and 
is differently tranflated ; by the Vulgate Latin ver- 
fion, as a meek or tame lamb, by the Septuagint and 
Arabic verfions, as an harmlefs lamb; and by the 
Syriac verfion, ‘as a pure or clean lamb, and by the 
Targum, ** as a choice lamb ;” and fo R, Mena- 


chem in Farchi, a large or principal’one ; but the 
words refpect not the excellency, the meeknefi, 
patience, innocence and harinlefihefs of the pro- 
phet; but his fecurity and infenfibility of danger, 
like one or both of thefe creatures : that is brought 
to the flaughter ; to be facrificed by the prieft, or 
killed by the butcher; not knowing but it is going 
to the pafture to feed in, or to the fold or ftall to 
lie down in ; fo ignorant was the prophet of the 
defigns of his townfmen againft him, and not at 
all jealous that they withed him ill; fince he meant 
none to them, but fought their good: and I knew 
not that they bad devifed devices againft me, that 
they had met and confulted together, and devifed 
mifchief againft him: /aying, let us defiroy the tree 
with the fruit thereof; meaning either the prophet 
and his family, root and branch; or him and his 
prophecies ; for taking away his life would put an 
end to his prophefying. Some think this refpects 
the manner in which they propofed to take away 
his life, as by poifon; fo the Targum, ‘* let us 
*¢ caft (put). poifon (or the favour of death) into 
*¢ his food;” for the word rendered fruit, figni+ 
fies bread; and fo the Septuagint, Arabic and Vul- 
gate Latin verfions render it, /et us caf, or put 
wood into bis bread °; either fome poifonous plant 
or tree, or rotten wood ; or give him wood inftead 
of bread, and fo ftarve him. De Dieu obferves, 
that com) tranflated fruit, fignifies both in the 
Hebrew and Arabic languages, flefo ; and renders 
it, let us break wood upon bis flelb®, or body ; that 
is, beat him with ftaves till they are broken upon 
him, and fo kill him. The ancient fathers under- 
ftand this of Chrift, who is the bread of life, and 
of his crucifixion upon the wood of the crofs. 
Ferom fays it is the confent of all the churches, 
that thefe things are faid of Chrift in the perfon of 
Feremiak, even in this and the preceding verfe, and 
the following one: Jet us cut biim off from the land 
of tbe living, The Targum explains it of the land 
of J/rael; but it defigns the world in general, and 
the taking away of his life out of it, and from 
among men: that bis name may be remembered no 
more, that he and his prophecies may be butied in 
everlafting oblivion ; he no more fpoken of, and 
his predictions no more regarded: but, as they 
failed in the former in taking away his life, he out- 
living many of them, fo in the latter’; for as what 
he foretold exactly came to pafs, his name and his 
prophefying are in remembrance to this cay ; and, 
as the wife man fays, the memory of the juft is 
bleffed, Prov. x. 7. 
y¥. 20. But O Lord of hofts, that gudgeft righte- 
oufly, &c.] This is the prophet’s appeal to God, 
as the judge of the whole earth, who will do right ; 
he found there was no juftice to be done him among 
men; he therefore has recourfe to a righteous God, 
who he knew judged righteous judgment : that 
trieft the reins and the beart , of all men; as of his 
own, fo of his enemies; and which he mentions, 
not fo much on his own account, as theirs: /et me 
fee thy vengeance on them ; which imprecation arofe 
from a pure zeal for God, for his glory, and the 
honour of his juftice; and not from private re- 
venge; and fo no ways inconfiftent with the cha- 
raéter of a good man ; tho’ fome confider the words 
as a prediction of what would befal them, and he 
fhould live to fee accomplifhed ; and render them, 
L 
. moe WADD quali agnus manfuetus, V. L. agnus affuefaétus ; fo fome in Dieu; tanquam agnus amicabilis, De Dieu; 
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I fall fees. &c. and, fo the Zargum, “<1 
*: ‘fhall fee the vengeance of thy judgment on 
*<“them :” for unto Tbe have I revealed my caufe; 
as a client to his patron; told his whole cafe, and 
left it with him, believing he would manage it for 
him, and do him juftice. The apoftle Peter feems 
to have this paflage in view, when fpeaking. of 
RC hitit, 1 Pat. U..23. 


¥. 21. Therefore thus faith the Lord of the men 


of Anathoth, &c.] That is, unto, or concerning the |falem at the time of its fiege, but in oth 


men of Anathoth, the townfmen of Ferémiab, and 
who were the perfons that combined together to 
deftroy him; of this place the note on ch. i. 1: 
that feek thy life; or foul, that is, to take it away: 
feying, prophefy not in the name of the Lord, with- 
out their leave, and fuch hard things as he did, 
unlefs he would prophefy fmooth things, and then 
he might go on, otherwife he muft expect to die : 
that thou die not by our hand, or means; they in- 


_ timate that fhould he perfift in this way of pro- 


phefying, they fhould not ftay to carry on a judi- 
cial procefs againft him, to bring him and accufe 
him before a judge, or the Sanhedrim, or any 


court of judicature ; but fhould do as thofe called 


zealots in after-times did ; lay violent hands upon 

him, and difpatch him themfelves at once; per- 

haps this they faid after they found that the pro- 

pee: had knowledge of their defigns againft 
im. 
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famine, that is, their little ones, male 


*: 
, 


look into this matter, try this caufe, bring. it 
an iffue, and pafs coo on them ; which is 
follows : the young men fhall die by the fwordy by 
the fword of the Chaldeans, in the field going 

in battel againft them ; or rather when is eens 
was taken and plundered, fince they were the fons 
of priefts : heir fons and their daughters foal die by 


fo that the famine it feems was not onl 


alfo: no mention is made of the parent 
felves. ee PR 
¥.23. And there foall be no. remnant of then 
&c.] And thus the meafure they meted -out te 
the prophet was meafured to them; they de fed 
to deftroy him root and. branch, the tree with its 
fruit ; and now none fhall be left of them; fuch 
who efcaped the fword and the famine, fhould be 
carried captive, as they were ; for tho’ there were 
none left in Anathoth, there were fome preferved 
alive, and were removed into Babylon; & at 
the return from thence, the men of Anathoth werean 
hundred twenty and eight, Neb. vii..27 : for I will 
bring evil upon the men of Anathoth, even the year 
of their vifitation ; or, in the year: of their vifita- 
tion *; that is, of the vifitation of their fins, as 
the Targum, which was the year of the deftruétion 
of the city and temple of ‘feru/alem, and was in 
the nineteenth of Nebuchadnezzar, ch. lii, 12. and 


y¥.22. Therefore thus faith the Lord of hos, be-\ this was not a chance-matter, but what was fixed 
hold, I will punifhb them, &c.] Or, vifit them™ ‘and determined by the Lord. | 


CHAP. XII. 


T HIS chaptet contains the prophet’s com- 
plaint of the profperity of the wicked, and 
the Lord’s anfwer to it; an account of the deplo- 
rable and miferable eftate of the Fewi/h nation ; and 
a threatning to the neighbouring nations.that had 
ufed them ill; with a promife of deliverance of 
the ¥ews from them, and fettlement among God’s 
people, in cafe of obedience. The prophet’s com- 
plaint is in ¥. 1, 2. in which he afferts the juftice 
of God, yet feems at a lofs to reconcile it with the 
profperity of the wicked ,; and the rather, becaute 
of their hypocrify ; and appeals to the Lord. for 
his own fincerity and uprightnefs, ¥. 3. and prays 
for the deftruction of the wicked, and that the 
time might haften, for whofe wickednefs the land 
was defolate, and herbs, beafts and birds con- 
fumedy x. 3, 4. the Lord’s, anfwer, in which he 
reproves him for his pufillanimity, feeing he ‘had 
greater ‘trials than thofe to. encounter with 5 and 
inftruéts him how to behave towards his treache- 
rous friends, is in ¥. 5, 6. the account of the mi- 
ferable condition of the Fewi/h nation is from y. 7. 
to 14..under the fimile of an houfe and heritage 
left by the Lord, given up to enemies, and com- 
pared to.a lion, and a fpeckled bird, hateful to 
God, and hated by thofe about it, ¥. 7, 8, 9, and 
of a vineyard deftroyed and. trodden down’ by fhep- 
herds, and made defolate; ¥. 10, 11.-even as a 
wildernefs thro’ the ravage of the fword; fo that 
12,13. 


+ 


what is fown upon it comes to nothing, ¥. 


then follows a threatning to thofe who had car-! talk with thee of thy judgments; c. 7 
ried the people of Jrael captive, with a promife to | vances, { 


f 
LY 


ied 


deliver the Yews out of their hands, and bring them 
into their own land, and fettle them among the 
Lord’s people, in cafe they ufe diligence to learn 
their ways, ¥. 14, 15, 16. but in cafe of dif- 
obedience, are threatened to be plucked up and 
utterly deftroyed, ¥. 17. 


¥.1. Righteous art.thou, O Lord, when I plead 
with thee, &cc.] The fix firft verfes of this chap- 


ter properly belong to.the preceding,’ being of the 


fame argument, and in ftri& connexion with the 
latter part of it. Jeremy appears tobe under the 
fame temptation, on account of the profperity of 
the wicked, as 4/apb was, Py. Ixxiii, only he feems 
to have been more upon his. guard, and /lefs liable 
to fall by it; he fets out with this asa firft prin- 
ciple, an undoubted truth, that God was. righte- 
ous, and could do nothing wrong and amifs, how- 


ever unaccountable his” providences ee end 


men : he did not mean, by entering, 
him, or by litigating this point, to. cha him 
with any unrighteoutnefs :_ this he took forigranted 
and was well fatisfied of,, that the Lord was 


ous, tho’, fays he, I plead with thee* fo fon 


read the words. De Dieu renders then 
tively, fhall I plead with, thee? fhall 
it? fhall I take that boldnefs, and: ufé 
dom. with thee? I will. .The Largum i 
verfe, ‘* thou art more juft, O Lond 

**.[ fhould contend before thy wi 


2, 


ftatutes, word and ordinances, fometim 
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» as ie 
‘but rather of his providences, which are always 
difpenfed with equity and juftice, tho’ not always 
manifeft ; they are fometimes unfearchable and paft 
finding out, and will bear a fober and modeft en- 
quiry into them, and debate concerning them ; 
‘the people of God may take the liberty of afking 
queftions concerning them, when they are at a lofs 
to account for them. So the Zargum, ‘* but I 
«¢ will afk a queftion of judgments before thee.” 
"The words may be rendered, but J will {peak judg- 
ments with thee»; things that are right; that are 
agreeable to the word of God and found reafon ; 
things that are confiftent with the perfections of 
God, particularly his juftice and holinefs; which 
are founded upon equity and truth ; I will produce 
fuch reafons and arguments, as feem to be reafon- 
able and juft. Wherefore doth the way of the 
wicked profper ? or they profper in all their ways? 
whatever they take in hand fucceeds ; they enjoy 
a large fhare of health of body; their families in- 
creafe, their trade flourifhes, their flocks and herds 
grow large and numerous, and they have great 
plenty of all outward bleffings ; and yet they are 
wicked men, without the fear of God, regard not 
him, nor his worfhip and ways; but walk in their 
own ways which they have chofen, and delight in 
their abominations. Some underftand this, as Far- 
chi, of Nebuchadnezzar, to whom God had given 
greatnefs and profperity, to deftroy the houfe of 
God ; but by what follows in the latter part of 
the next verfe, it appears that God’s profeffing 
people, the Fews, are meant, and moft likely the 
priefts at 4nathoth. Wherefore are all they happy; 
eafy, quiet, fecure, live in peace and plenty: that 
deal very treacheroufly ? with God and men, in re- 
ligious and civil affairs. 
¥. 2. Thou haft planted them, &c.] In the land 
of Canaan, fixed the bounds of their habitation, 
given them a firm and comfortable fettlement ; for 
all the good things, even of the wicked, come from 
God: yea, they bave taken root; as every thing 
_ that is planted does not; but thefe did, tho’ it was 
downwards in the earth, on which their hearts were 
fet, and fo were f{trengthened and eftablifhed in their 
worldly circumftances: they grow, yea, they bring 
forth fruit, but to themfelves, not toGod; not fruits 
of righteoufnefs or good works ; they grow, not 
in grace and holinefs, but in their worldly fub- 
ftance ; and they brought forth fruit, not fuch as 
were meet for repentance, but they had great riches, 
and numerous families ; and fo the Septuagint and 
Arabic verfions,’ they produce children, and bring 
forth fruit. The Targum is, “* they become rich, 
** yea, they pofiefs fubftance.” Zhou art near in 
their mouth ; they often made ufe of the name of 
God, either in fwearing by it, or praying to him 
in an external manner ; they called themfelves the 
Lord’s people, and boafted of being his priefts, 
and employed in his fervice ; they took his cove- 
nant, and the words of his law, into their mouths, 
and taught them the people, and yet had no fin- 
cere regard for thefe things: and far from their 
reins , from the affections of their hearts, and the 
defires of their fouls ; they had no true love for 
God, nor fear of him, nor faith in him. The 
Targum is, “* near are the words of thy law in 
*« their mouth, and far is thy fear from their 
<6 ¥etins 


¥. 3. But thou, O Lord, knowe/t me, &c.] The 
Lord knew him before he was born, ch. i. 5. he 
knew what he defigned him for, and what ufe he 
would make of him ;. and he knew him now, and 
loved him, and cared for him, as his prophet ; he 
knew his fincerity and faithfulnefs, and took notice 
of it, with what integrity he performed his office, 
and difcharged his duty; and he knew that all his 
enemies faid of him were fcandal and reproach, lies 
and calumnies. Thou hajt feen me; his infide, his 
heart, and allin it; for all things are naked and 
open to the eyes of an omnifcient God: and tried 
mine beart towards thee ; he had tried him by vari- 
ous afflictive providences, and his heart was found 
towards God ; the affections and defires of his foul 
were towards him, and he remained faithful and 
upright before him, and not like the wicked be- 
fore-mentioned. Pull them out like fheep for the 
flaughter , either out of the fold, or from a fat pa- 
fture ; fo fat fheep are plucked from the reft, in 
order to be killed : this fhows that their riches, af- 
fluence, and plenty, ferved but to ripen them for 
ruin and deftruction, and were like the fattening of 
fheep for flaughter; which the prophet, by this 
imprecation, fuggefts and foretells would be their 
café, as a righteous judgment upon them; fee 
Fam. v.5. Prepare them for the day of flaughter ; 
or, fanétify them™ , fet them apart for it: this, 
doubtlefs, refers to the time of Yerufalem’s deftruc- 
tion by the Chaldeans. 

¥. 4. How long fhall the land mourn, &c.] The 
land of Fudea, being defolate, and bringing forth 
no fruit, through the long drought that had been 
upon it: and the herbs of every field wither, for 
want of rain to come upon it: for the wickednefs 
of them that dwell therein? this opens the caufe, 
the reafon of this dearth ; it was the wickednefs of 
the inhabitants of it: as the whole earth was ori- 
ginally curfed for the fins of men, fo particular 
countries have had the marks of God’s difpleafure 
upon them, becaufe of the fins of thofe that dwell 
in them. This claufe, according to the accents, 
belongs to what follows, and may be read in con- 
nexion with the next claufe; either thus, the herbs 
of every field wither, I fay, becaufe of the wicked- 
nes of the inhabitants of it, which confumes the 
beafts and the birds *; that is, which wickednefs is 
the caufe not only of the withering of the grafs and 
herbs, but of the confumption of birds and beatts : 
or elfe, by repeating the interrogation in the pre- 
ceding claufe, how long fhall the earth mourn, &c. 
how long, for the malice of them that dwell in it, are 
the beajts and the birds confumed ¥ ? the one having 
no grafs to eat; and the other no fruit to pick, or 
feeds to live upon; the barrennefs being fo very 
great and general. Becaufe they faid; the Fews, 
the inhabitants of the land, the wicked part of 
them, and which was the greater: be /hall not fee 
our laft end; either the prophet Jeremy, who had 
foretold it; but they did not believe him, that fuch 
would: be their end, and that he fhould live to 
fee it; or fuch was their atheifm and infidelity, 
that they faid God himfelf fhould not fee it ; and 
fo the Septuagint and Arabic verfions read, God fhall 
not fee. 

¥. 5. If thou baft run with the footmen, and they 
have wearied thee, &c.] ‘The Targum introduces 
the words thus, ‘** this is the anfwer which was 

_ © made 
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“ made to Jeremiah the prophet, concerning his 
‘* queftion; a prophet thou art, like to a man that 
‘“‘ runs with footmen, and is weary.” Then how 
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pany to be fhunned ; nor was he fafe in their ~ 
houfes ; nor was it fafe for him to be with them, 
to eat with them, or converfe with them. 


canft thou contend with borfes? or with men on 
horfes : the fenfe is, either as Kimchi gives it, thou 
art among men like thyfelf, and thou art not able 
to find out their fecrets and their defigns againift 
thee (fee ch. xi. 18, 19.) how fhouldft thou know 
my fecrets in the government of the world, as to 
the profperity of the wicked, and the afflictions of 
the righteous ? be filent, and don’t trouble thyfelf 
about thefe things: or rather, as thou haft had a 
conflict with the men of Auathoth, and they have 
been too many for thee; they have grieved and 
diftrefled thee, and have made thee weary of my 
work and fervice; and thou haft been ready to give 
out, and declare that thou wilt be no longer con- 
cerned therein; what wilt thou do, when thou 
comeft to be exercifed with greater and forer trials, 
and fhalt have to do with the king of ‘/udab and 
his court, with his princes and nobles, the Sanhe- 
drim at ‘ferufalem, and the priefts and inhabitants 
thereof? The Yargum interprets the footmen of 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and of the good 
things done to him ; and the horfes of the righte- 
ous fathers of the ews, who run like horfes to do 
good works, and of the much greater good referved 
for them; but very improperly: much better might 
it be applied, as it is by fome, to the Moadites, dm- 
monites, and Edomites, who gave the Fews much 
trouble ; and therefore what would they do with 
the Chaldean army, confifting of a large cavalry, 
and which would come upon them like an impe- 
tuous ftream, and overflow, as the {welling of Yor- 
dan, as follows ? and if in the land of peace, where- 
in thou truftedft, they wearied thee, if in his own 
native country, where he promifed himfelf much 
peace, fafety, and fecurity, he met with that which 
rufHed and difturbed him : then how wilt thou do in 
the fwelling of Jordan? when it overflowed its bank, 
Fofa. iii. 15, and may denote the pride and haugh- 
tinefs of the king and princes of Fudea, and of 
the inhabitants of Feru/alem, and the difficulties 
that would attend the prophet’s difcharge of his 
duty among them ; and the fame thing is fignified 
by this proverbial expreffion as the former. 

¥. 6. For even thy brethren, and the houfe of thy 
father, &c.] The men of Anathoth: even they have 
dealt treacheroufly with thee, by laying fchemes, and 
confulting methods, to take away his life privately , 
his enemies were thofe of his own houfe; which is 
oftentimes the cafe of good men, and efpecially of 
fuch that are in public office: yea, they have called 
a multitude after thee; a multitude of men, which 
they gathered together, and inftigated to call after 
him in a clamorous and reproachful way: or, they 
called after thee with a full voice, as the Vulgate La- 
tin * verfion renders it; and which De Diew ap- 
proves of ; they not only gathered a mob about 
him, and drew men after him, but they hooted 
him as he went along, and called aloud after him, 
giving him the moft reproachful names they could 
think of : delieve them not, though they /peak fair 
words to thee; this muft be underftood of fome of 
them, who did not appear fo openly againft him 
as to call after him, or gather a mob about him; 
but of fuch who pretended to be his friends, and 
to have refpeét for him, and yet had evil defigns 
again{t him, and therefore were not to be trufted; 
their words were not to be believed; their com- 
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¥..7. I have forfaken my houfe,. &cc.| The tem- + 


ple, where the Lord took up his refidence, and 
vouchfafed his prefence to his people; this was 
fulfilled in the firft temple, when it was deftroyed 
by the Chaldeans ; and more fully in the fecond, 
when Chrift took his leave of it, Matt. xxiii. 38. 
and when that voice was heard in it, a little be- 
fore the deftruction of Ferufalem, as Fofephus * re- 
lates, ‘* let us go hence.” So the Targum, “ IT 
‘* have forfaken the houfe of my fanctuary.” J 
have left mine heritage, the people whom he had 
chofen for his inheritance, whom he prized and 
valued, took care of, and protected as fuch; fee 
Deut. xxxii. 9. Ihave given the dearly beloved of 
my foul, whom he heartily loved and delighted in, 
and who were as dear to him as the apple of his 
eye: into the hands of her enemies, the Chaldeans. 
This prophecy reprefents the thing as if it was al- 
ready done, becaufe of the certainty of it, and to 
awaken the Fews out of their lethargy and ftupi- 
dity ; and by the characters which the Lord gives 
of them it appears, what ingratitude they had been 
guilty of, and that their ruin was owing to them- 
felves and their fins, 

X. 8. Mine heritage is unto me as a@ lion in the 
foreft, 8cc.| Which roars, and terrifies paflengers 
from going that way; and which rends and tears 
in pieces all it meets with. ‘This expreffés the cla- 
mours of thefe people againft God and his provi- 
dences, and their rage, fiercenefs, and cruelty a- 
gainft his prophets, {ent in his name. IJ¢ crieth 
out againft me, this is to be underftood not of the 
cry of the oppreffed thro’ violence, for this is a 
cry to God, and not againft him; or of idolaters 
to idols, as Baal’s prophets to him, in the time of 
their fervice ; which fenfes are mentioned by Kim- 
chi: but either of their charging God with inequa- 
lity and injuftice, in the ways of his providence ; 
or their blafpheming his name, and fpeaking ill of 
his minifters. Therefore have I bated it; which he 
fhowed by leaving his houfe, forfaking his heri- 
tage, and delivering his people into the hands of 
their enemies; the reafon of which was not in him- 
felf, but them; the fault was not his, but theirs ; 
this is all to be underftood of the change in the 
difpenfation of the divine providence towards them; 
otherwife the love of God to his chofen in Chrift 
is unchangeable ; it is never turned into hatred, 
but remains invariably the fame, as it did to. thofe, 
among thefe people, who belonged to the election 
of grace; for as the love before exprefiéd to this 
people in general, only refpects external favours 
and privileges, which they were indulged with — 


above all people ; fo this hatred of them fignifies — 


the taking away of fuch favours, and leaving 
to become a prey, to their enemies. f 

¥. 9. Mine heritage is unto me as a fpeckled bird, 
&cc.] Or, is not mine heritage unto me as a {peckled 
bird»? as a bird of various colours, delig to 
look at, as the peacock, fo erom interprets it 
here ; it was fo formerly, but not fo now ; OF as 
a bird of divers colours, and unufual, which other 
birds get about, look on, hate, and peck at. 
Some think this refers to the motly party- coloured 
religion the ews had embraced, confifting of va- 
rious rites and ceremonies of the heathens; on 
which account they thought they looked oe i 


them 
cage 
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ful and comely, when they were hated and rejected 
ot God for them; but the word fignifies rather to 
be dipped or ftained, as with blood, and fo de- 
notes a bird of prey that is ftained with the blood 
of others; a fit emblem of the cruelty of the 
Fews, in fhedding the blood of the prophets. 
- Some, becaufe a word near a-kin to this fignifies 
a finger, render it a fingered bird“ , that is, a bird 
with talons or claws, like fingers, a ravenous bird, 
and it comes to the fame fenfe as before. But the 
Septuagint take it to be not a bird, but a beaft, 
and render it by the Hyena; and which Bochart ¢ 
approves of, fince the word in the Arabic language 
fignifies fuch a creature ; and Schindler obferves, 
that yoy, with the radians, is the name of a 
creature between a wolf and a middling dog, which 
agrees with the Hyava. The word here ufed, in 
the Talmudic * language fignifies a fhe-leopard or 
panther, fo called from its variety of fpots ; and 
is the fame, as Maimonides {ays ‘, which in the 
Arabic language is called yards ; with the Zar- 
gumifis it is ufed for a kind of ferpents or vipers. 
So the valley of Zzeboim is rendered, in the Zar- 
gum, the valley of vipers, 1 Sam. xiii. 18. And 
it is faid *, yiny, the werd in the text, ‘‘ this is 
“© from a white drop (or feed) and yet it has three 
** hundred and fixty-five kinds of colours, ac- 
*< cording to the number of the days of a folar 
“ year,” The birds round about are againft her; 
or, are not the birds round about againft her ? the 
birds of prey? they are; meaning the neighbour- 
ing nations, that under Nebuchadnezzar came up 
againft Ferujalem to take and deftroy it. Come ye, 
affemble all ye beafts of the field, come to devour; this 
is an invitation to the enemies of the people of the 
ews, comparable for their fiercenefs and favage- 
nefs to the beafts of the field, to come and deftroy 
them; and fhows, that their deftruction was by 
divine permiffion, and according to the will of 
God. . Compare with this Rev. xix. 17, 18. The 
Targum interprets it cf thofe that kill with the 
fword; kings of the earth, and their armies. 

¥. 10. Many paftors have deftroyed my vineyard, 
&c.] This is a metaphor which is often ufed of 
the people of J/rael and Fudab; fee Pj. \xxx. 8. 
If. v. 1—7. and xxvii, 2. the paftors that deftroyed 
them are not their own governors, civil or religi- 
ous, but heathen princes, Nebuchadnezzar and his 
generals. So the Zargum paraphrafes it, ‘‘ many 
** kings flay my people ;” fo Kimchi and Ben Me- 
lech. They have trodden my portion under foot ; the 
people of the Fews, that were his portion, and 
before called his heritage; whom the Chaldeans fub- 
dued, and reduced to extreme fervitude and bon- 
dage , and were as the dirt under their feet, greatly 
opprefied and defpifed. They have made my plea- 
fant portion a defolate wildernefs ; by pulling down 
ftately edifices, unwalling of towers, and deftroy- 
ing men; fo that there were none to manure the 
fields, to drefs the vineyards, and keep gardens and 
orchards in good cafe; but all were come to ruin, 
and what before was a delightful paradife, was now 
like an heath or defert. 

y. 11. They have made it defolate, &c.] Which 
is repeated to denote the certainty of it, aftonifh- 
ment at it, and that it might be obferved : and be- 
ing defolate it mourneth unto me; not the inhabitants 
of it for their fins, the caufe of this defolation ; 
but the land itfelf, becaufe of the calamities upon 
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it; it crying to God, in its way, for a reftoration 
to its former beauty and glory. The whole land is 
made defolate ; it was not only the cafe of Feruja- 
lem, and the parts adjacent, but even of the whole 
land of Fudea: becauje no man layeth it to beart , 
took any notice of the judgment threatened, fore- 
told by the prophets ; nor repented of their fins, 
for which they were threatened with fuch a deto- 
lation ; nor even were properly affected with the 
deftruction itfelf, the earth feemed more fenfible of 
it than they were ; this expreflés the great {tupi- 
dity of this people. : 
¥. 12. The fpoilers are come upon all high places 
through the wilderne/s, &c.] Of Fudea; or which 
lay between Chaldea and fudea, thro’ which the 
Chaldean army came; called here the /poilers, be- 
caufe they fpoiled and plundered all places where they 
came; nor could the high, {trong and fortified places 
withftand them, or efcape their ravage and fury. 
De Dieu renders it, upon all the plains in the wilder- 
ne/s ; where was pafture, land tor cattle, as Kimchi 
obferves; which were trodden down and fpoiled by 
the foldiers, and made forage of: or the fwod 
of the Lord fhall devour from the one end of the land 
even to the other end of the land; the fword of the 
Chaldeans is called the fword of the Lord, becaufe 
it was drawn by his order and appointment, and 
was fucceeded by him to do execution; and the 
calamity which it brought upon the land, reached 
from one end of it to the other, fo general and 
extenfive it was. No flefh fhall have peace; no in- 
habitant of Fudea fhall be in fafety, but be expofed 
to the fword, or to captivity. 
¥. 13. They have fown wheat, but hall reap 
thorns, &c.] Which may be underftood literally, 
the land of udea being curfed for their fins, and 
become barren and unfruitful, as the earth origi- 
nally was for the fin of the firft man, Geu. iii. 19. 
or rather figuratively, which fome interpret of the 
prophets, as Kimchi, fowing the good {feed of the 
word among the Yews; but it did not take place 
in them, and bring forth fruit; inftead thereof 
thorns fprung up, or evil works were done by them, 
comparable thereunto: but it feems better to un- 
derftand it of the people ; not, as Farchi, of their 
prayers, which were not accepted, becaufe unat- 
tended with repentance and good works ; but of 
their fchemes, which they thought were prudently 
laid, in forming an alliance with Egypt, and fend- 
ing thither for help againft the Chaldeans, but all 
in vain; thefe proved in the iffue like thorns, 
grievous and vexatious to them. The Septuagint 
verfion reads imperatively, fow ye; and Farchi 
makes mention of a copy, in which the word was 
pointed as to be fo read, as in Hof. x. 12. and 
may be underftood ironically. The Targum is, 
*¢ be ye not like thofe who fow wheat in untilled 
‘¢ Jand, and can gather nothing but thorns.” They 
have put themfelves to pain, but foall not profit ; were at 
a great deal of pains and trouble to make Egyp¢ their 
ally, and fend thither for aififtance, and all to no 
purpofe. Kimchi’s father interprets this of their un- 
eafinefs and grief at parting with fo much money 
to the king of Egypt, without having any advan- 
tage by it; which is to be preferred to the fenfe 
archi gives, of the people crying to God, and 
rieving becaufe not regarded by him. Some ren- 
a the words, ¢hey have got an inheritance, as the 
Vulgate Latin; the land of Canaan, but they’ll not 
be 
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be able to ‘keep it; it fhall no longer be theirs, 
or any advantage to them. And they foall be a- 
foamed of your revenues, not the prophets of the 
evil works of the people, but rather the people of 
their own evil works ; and particularly of their 
f{chemes, counfels, and preparations, to fecure them- 
felves againft the enemy ; of their alliances with 
other nations, and of vain confidences; the fuccefs 
not anfwering to the pains and expence they had been 
at; but thefe failing and difappointing them, would 
fill them with fhame and contufion. Becauje of the 
fierce anger of the Lord; againft which there was 
no ftanding; this being infinitely more powerful 
than the Chaldean army, by the means of which it 
came upon them, and from which no fchemes and 
alliances could proteét them. 

y. 14. Thus faith the Lord againft all mine evil 
neighbours, &c.] Or, concerning’ them; the Egyp- 
tians, Philiftines, Moabites, Ammonites, Edomttes, 
Tyre and Sidon; whom the Lord calls his meigh- 
bours, becaufe they were near the land of Canaan, 
where his people dwelt, to whom he vouchfafed 
his prefence, and where the temple was in which 
he took up his refidence ; and his evé/ neighbours, 
becaufe they often diftreffed and afflicted his peo- 
ple. Ihat touch the inheritance which I have caufed 

my people Irael to inherit, meaning not only that 
they bordered on the land of Canaan, and fo might 
be faid to touch it, but that they did hurt unto 
it; in which fenfe the word ¢ouch is ufed, Pf cv. 
15. the land of Canaan was an inheritance which 
was diftributed by lot to the children of J/rael, who 
were a people dear unto the Lord, as this fhows ; 
and therefore they that touched them, or their in- 
heritance, as to do them any harm, touched the 
apple of his eye, and which he refented greatly, 
Zech, ii. 8. “Bebold, I will pluck them out of their 
land; caufe them to be carried captive into other 
lands, or be deftroyed in their own; fee ch. xlvi. 
xlvii. xlviii. xlix: and pluck out the houfe of Ffudab 
from among them; fauch of the Fews they had for- 
merly carried captive, or who had fled to them 
upon the Chaldean invafion ; thefe the Lord would 
caufe to come forth from among them, and re- 
turn them to their own land. 

¥. 15. And it fhall come to pafs after that I have 
plucked them. out, &c.] Not the ews only, but 
more efpecially their neighbouring nations; after 
they have been plucked up and carried captive, 
and been in captivity fome time: J will return, 
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and have compaffion on them, or, have compaffo: 
them again‘, by returning their captivity, as is — 
promifed, ch, xlviii. 47. and xlix. 6, 39: and Iwill 
bring them again, every man to bis heritage, and 
every man to bis land; this feems to refpeét the con- — 
verfion of the Gentiles in the latter day, when the 
fulnefs of them fhall be brought in; as the latter 
part of the preceding verfe may more cecil 7 re- 
gard the converfion of the Yews at the rnc, 
when they fhall be gathered out of ‘all nati 
where they are, and return to their own land. 

¥. 16. And it. fhall come to pafs, if they will dili- 
gently learn the ways of my people, &c.] Not their 
evil ways of fin or fuperftition, they fometi 
ftray into; but the ways which God has prefcribed 
to them, and has directed them to walk in, and 
in which they do walk; and which are to be learned 
of the Lord, by a diligent attendance with his 
people on his word and ordinances ; fee a. i, 3° 
to fwear by my name, the Lord liveth; that is, to 
worfhip and ferve the living God, a felf-exiftent 
being, who has life in himfelf, and of himfelf, and 
not another; and is the fountain, author, and giver 
of natural life to all creatures, and fpiritual and 
eternal life to his true worfhippers: fwearing is 
here put for the whole of religious worfhip, as in 
Deut. vi. 13: (as they taught my people to fwear by 
Baal); to worfhip him, and other idols : ¢hen /hall 
they be built in the midft of my people, become part 
of the fpiritual building the church; being laid 
upon the fame foundation of the apoftles and pro- 
phets, and built up an holy temple, a fpiritual 
houfe for the Lord to dwell in; partaking of the 
fame privileges and ordinances as the people of 
God ; being fellow-heirs, and of the fame body, 
and partakers of the promife in Chrift by the go- 
fpel, Eph. ii. 20, 21.’and iii. 6. it denotes the fet- 
tlement and eftablifhment of the Genéi/es with the 
Fews in a gofpel-church-ftate. So the Targum, 
*« and they fhall be eftablifhed in the midft of my 
“¢ people.” . 

y. 17. But if they will not obey, &c.] Or hear *; 
the word of the Lord, and hearken to the mini- 
fters of the gofpel, and be fubject to the ordi- 
nances of it; or as the Targum, “* will not re- ° 
“¢ ceive inftruction :” J will utterly pluck up and 
deftroy that nation, faith the Lord; root it up from 
being a nation, ftrip it of all its privileges and 
enjoyments, and deftroy it with an everlafting de- 
{truction ; fee Zech. xiv. 16, 47, 18. ' 


\ 
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N this chapter, under the fimilies of a girdle 
and bottles of wine, the deftruction of the ews 

is fet forth. Some exhortations are given them to 
repent and humble themfelves, even men of all 
ranks and degrees among them; and their fins, 
the fource of their calamities, are pointed out to 
them. An order is given to the prophet to get 
him a linnen girdle, with inftruétions what to do 
~ with it, and which he obferved, y. 1, 2. a frefh 
order to take it and hide it in the hole “of a rock 
by the river Euphrates, which he accordingly did, 
¥. 3, 4, 5. and he is bid a third time to go and 
take it from thence, which he did ; when he found 
it fpoiled, and good for nothing, ¥. 6, 7. then fol- 
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lows the application of this fimile, or the fignifica- 
tion of this fign; that in like manner the pride of 
Judah and Ferufalem fhould be marred, and for 


for nothing, like that girdle ; whereas they 
to have cleaved to the Lord, as a girdle ¢ 
man’s loins, and to have been an hono 

ple to him, ¥. 8, 9, 10, 11. By the fim 
tles filled with wine, is fignified, that 
bitants of the land, king, priefts, pro) 
common people, fhould be like drunk 

fhould dafh one againft another, an ~ 
other, which the mercy of God woul vent, 
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people in general, to be humble, and confefs their ‘ 
fins, and give glory to God, before it was too 
late; which are enforced by the prophet’s affec- 
tionate concern for them, y¥. 15, 16, 17. and to 
the king and queen in particular, fince their crown 
and kingdom were about to be taken from them ; 
the cities, in the fouthern parts, going to be fhut 
up, and not opened; and even the whole land of 
Fudea, and all its inhabitants, in a little time would 
be carried captive, ¥. 18, 19. and to certify them 
_ of the truth of thefe things, they are bid to look 
to the north, from whence the enemy was com- 
ing to carry them captive, even the beautiful 
flock committed to their care, ¥. 20. and to con- 
fider what they could fay for themfelves, when 
their punifhment fhould come upon them fuddenly, 
as the forrows of a woman in travail, ¥. 21. and 
fhould they afk the reafon of this, it was owing 
to the multitude of their iniquities, and to their 
habit and. cuftom of finning, which made their 
cafe defperate, ¥. 22, 23. wherefore a refolution is 
taken to difperfe them among the nations, and 
that this fhould be their lot and portion, becaufe 
of their many abominations, and yet not without 
fome concern, that they might be purged from 
their iniquities, ¥. 24, 25,,26, 27. 


¥. 3. And the word of the Lord, &c.| The Tar- 
gum is, “ the word of prophecy from before the 
** Lord :” came unto me the fecond time, faying ; 
what diftance of time there was between this order 
and the former, is not known. 
¥. 4. Take the girdle which thou baft got, which 
is upon thy loins, &c.] Either he is bid to take it 
off his loins, on which it was; or to go with it on 
them; feeing the taking it off does not feem ab- 
folutely neceffary ; and go with it to the place di- 
rected to, in the following words : aad arife, go to 
Euphrates, and hide it there in a hole of the rock; 
by the river-fide, where the waters, coming and 
going, would reach and wet it, and it drying again, 
would rot the fooner. This fignifies the carrying 
of the ews captive to Babylon, by which city the 
river Euphrates ran, and the obfcure ftate and con- 
dition they would be in there ; and where all their 
pride and glory would be marred, as afterwards 
declared. 
¥. 5. So I went and bid it by Euphrates, &c.] 
Or, iv° it; in a hole of the rock, upon the banks 
of it: as the Lord commanded me; all this feems 
to be done not really, but vifionally ; it can hardly 
be thought that Feremy fhould be fent on two fuch 
long journeys, on fuch an account, which would 
take up a confiderable time to perfotm it in; but 
rather, that he went and came in like manner as 
Ezekiel did, in the vifions of God, from Chaldea 
to Ferufalem, and trom thence to Chaldea again, 
Ezek. viii. 3. and xi. 24. and fo Maimonides ? was 
of opinion, as Kimchi on the place obferves, that 
all this was done in a vifion of prophecy. 
¥. 6. And it came to pafs after many days, &c.] 
When the girdle had lain long in the hole, by the 
fide of Euphrates: this denotes the length of the - 
Babylonifh captivity, which was feventy years. And 
the Lord faid unto me, arife, go to Euphrates, and 
take the girdle from thence, which I commanded thee 
to hide there; which may denote the return of thefe 
people from captivity, according to the prophecy 
of Feremiah, fee ch. xxv. 11, 12. tho’ this feems 
to be vifionally done, in order to exprefs the wretch- 
ed ftate and condition thefe people were in; either 
before the captivity, which was the caufe of it; or 
at their return from it, when they were no better 
for it. 
¥. 7. Then I went to Euphrates, &c.] Ina vi- 
fion ; this is the fecond journey, of which fee the 
note on ¥. 5: and digged; the hole, in procefs of 
time, being ftopped up with foil or fand, that 
were thrown up over it; this digging was in a vi- 
fionary way; fee Ezek. viii. 8: and took the girdle 
from the place where I bad hid it ; which he knew 
again by fome token or another: and behold, the 
girdle was marred, or corrupted 2; it was become 
rotten, by the wafhing of the water over it, and 
its long continuance in fuch a place: i was pro- 
fitable for nothing ; it could not be put upon a 
man’s loins, or be wore any more ; nor was it fit 
for any other ufe, it was fo fadly fpoiled, and fo 
thoroughly rotten. It is in the Hebrew text, # 
Jhall not profper to all" things; that is, not fo any 
thing *, as many render it. 
y. 8. Then the word of the Lord came unto me, 
faying,| Or the word of prophecy from before the 
. é Lord, 
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y. 1. Thus faith the Lord unto me, &c.| Ina 
vifion, and by the’fpirit of prophecy : when. this’ 
was faid is not certain, very likely in the reign of 
Fehoiakim , the prophet gives an account of what 
had been done, the prefent tenfe is put for the patft. 
Go and get thee a linen girdle, or, a girdle of lin- 
ens‘ a girdle made of flax or fine linen, which 
the prophet had not ufed to wear; and having 
none, is bid to go, perhaps from Axnaihoth to Fe- 
_ rufalem, to get one, or buy one: this girdle repre- 
fents the people of the ews in their more pure 
and lefs corrupted f{tate, when they were a people 
near unto the Lord, and greatly regarded by him, 
and had a fhare in his affections; when they 
cleaved unto him, and ferved him, and were to 
his praife and glory: and put it upon thy loins ; 
near the reins, the feat of affection and defire, and 
that it might be vifible and ornamental; denoting 
what has been before obferved: and or but put it 
not in water, or, bring it not thro it ™; meaning 
either before he put it on his loins ; and the fenfe 
is, that he was not to wafhit, and whiten it, but 
to wear it juft as it was wrought; fignifying that 
thofe people were originally taken by the Lord of 
his own mercy, and without any merits of theirs, 
rough, unwafhed, and unpolifhed as they were: 
or elfe, after he had wore it, as Farchi, when it 
was foiled with fweat ; yet ‘not to be wafhed, that 
it might rot the fooner; and fo may defign the 
corrupt and filthy ftate of this people, and the ruin 
brought thereby upon them, which was not to be 
prevented. 

¥. 2. So I got a girdle, &c.|] Or, bought * one ; 
a linen one, as directed: according to the word of 
the Lord; his exprefs order and command; the 
prophet was not difobedient to the heavenly vi- 
fion: and I put it on my loins; without wafhing it 
before or after, and wore it publickly for fome 
time. 
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Lord, as the Targum; and now follows the appli- 
cation of this fign to the thing fignified, and the 
whole intention of it is opened. 

¥.9. Thus faith the Lord, after this manner, 
&c.] As this girdle has been hid in Euphrates, 
and has been marred and rendered ufelefs; fo in 
like manner, and by fuch like means, will I mar 
the pride of Fudab, and the great pride of Ferufa- 
lem; or their glory, or excellency‘; that which they 
gloried in, and were proud of; their city which 
was burnt, and their temple which was deftroyed 
by the Chaldeans, their king, princes and nobles, 


who were carried captive into Badylon by the river | 
Euphrates, and ftripped of all their grandeur, ho-/ 


nour and glory; and fo the Targum, “ fo will I 
“* corrupt the ftrength of the men of Fudah, and 


“the ftrength of the inhabitants of ‘eru/alem, | 
“¢ which is much ;” and to which agrees the Syriac’ 


verfion, which renders it, ‘‘ the proud or haughty 
«« men of Judah, and the many haughty men of 
“ Ferufalem.” 


turned a deaf ear; and tho’ they prefled them, 
and importunately defired them to give them a 
hearing, they refufed it; and this fhowed them to 
be a bad people, very degenerate and wicked; and 
which further appears by what follows: which walk 
in the imagination of their heart; which was evil, 
ftubborn and rebellious; fee ch. vii. 24. and ix. 14: 
and walk after other gods to ferve them, and to wor- 
rip them; went to Egypt and Afpria to pay their 
adoration to thofe who were not by nature gods ; 
and this was the caufe of their ruin and deftruc- 
tion: foail even be as this girdle which is good for 
nothing ; as they were corrupt in their practices, 
and were become ufelefs and unferviceable to God; 
fo they would be carried captive into a foreign 
country, where they would be inglorious and un- 
profitable, uncomfortable in themfelves, and of no 
ufe to one another. 

y. 11. For as the girdle cleaveth to the loins of a 
man, &c.] Being girt tight unto him: /o have I 
caufed to cleave unto me the whole houfe of Lfrael, and 
the whole boufe of Fudab ; whom he chofe above all 
people, and caufed to approach unto him, and 
dwell in his courts; whom he favoured with his 
prefence, and encouraged them to follow after him, 
and cleave to him in faith and affection, and with 
full purpofe of heart; fo that they were a people 
near unto him as a man’s girdle is to his loins: 
and the end of this was, and would have been, had 
they continued fo, that they might be unto me for a 
people, his own people, a {pecial and peculiar peo- 
ple above all others, peculiarly favoured and blefied 
by him, and continue fo, and in the enjoyment of 
all good things: and for a name, and for a praife, 
and for a glory, for a famous and renowned peo- 
ple, that fhould be to the praife and glory of God, 
and an honour to him, and an ornament to the 
profeffion of him ; whereas they were the reverfe : 
but they would not hear; the words of the Lord, 
nor obey his voice; but ferved other gods, de- 
parted from the Lord, to whom they fhould have 
cleaved, and fo became like this rotten. girdle. 

¥.12. Therefore thou fhalt {peak unto them this 
word, &c.] The following parable: rhus faith 
the Lord God of Ifrael , what was to be faid is pre- 
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faced with thefe words, to fhew that it was not a 
trifling matter, but of moment and importance; ~~ 
and not to be flighted and defpifed as it was : every. 
bottle fhall be filled with wine; meaning every in- 
habitant of Fudea and Ferufalem, comparable to 
bottles or earthen vefféls, as the Yecwifh writers in- 
terpret it, for their being empty of all that is good, 
and for their frailty and brittlenefs, being liable to 

be broke to pieces, and to utter ruin pi os 
tion ; thefe are threatened to be filled with wine; 
not literally taken, fuch as they loved; tho’ there 
may be an allufion to their intemperance, and fo 
this is a juft retaliation for their fins ;, but figura- 
tively, with the wine of divine wrath ; and their 
being filled with it denotes the greatnefs of the 
calamities which fhould come upon them, and be 
around them on all fides: and they fhall fay unte 
thee; upon hearing the above, and by way of 
reply to it: do we not certainly know; or, knowing 
do we not know“, can we be thought to be igno- 


{rant of this, that. every bottle fhall be filled with 
¥. 10. This evil people, which refufe to hear my | 
words, &c.] Sent by the prophets, to whom they ' 


wine? every child knows this; what elfe are bot~ 
tlés made for ? is this the errand thou art fent on 
by the Lord? and is this all the knowledge and 
information that we are to have by thy prophefy- 
ing? or what doit thou mean by telling us that 
which we and every body know? what is defigned 
by this? furely thou muft have another meaning in 
it, than what the words exprefs. 

¥.13. Then fhalt thou fay unto them, 8c.) Ex- 
plaining the above words : hus faith the Lord, be- 
bold, 1 will fill all the inhabitants of this land; this ~ 
is the application of the parable, and fhews that 
by every bottle is meant every inhabitant of Fudea : 
even the kings that fit upon David's throne ; or, that 


Sit for David on bis throne”; that fucceed him one - 


after another ; more kings may be meant than one, 
as Fehoiakim and Zedekiah , or the prefent reigning 
king, and the princes of the blood are defigned; 
who, tho’ of David’s family, and on his throne, 
yet this could not fecure them from the calamity 
threatened : and the priefts ; who miniftred in holy 
things ; their facred office and fun¢tion would not 
preferve them from ruin; and the prophets; the 
falfe prophets, as the Targum, that prophefied 
fmooth things, and promifed them peace and fafe- 
ty, thefe fhould be involved in the common de- 
ftruction : and all the inhabitants of Ferufalem with 
drunkenne/s ; with tribulation, as the Jergum inter-. 
prets it; and adds, ‘* and fhall be like.a drunken 
‘© man ;” giddy, ftupid, unable to help. them- 
felves, or to advife one another. bo Mab ay 
¥.14. And I will dafo them one againft another, 
&c.] As drunken men fall foul on. one another, 
and quarrel and fight ; or in allufion to bottles and. 
earthen vefiels they are before compared to;and may _ 
denote the inteftine broils and contentions, among, 
themfelves , thar inftead of affifting each othersin 
their diftrefs, they would be deftroying. one, an- 
other ; which was notorious in the laft fiege of Fe- 
rufalem: even the fathers and the fons tage 
faith the Lord; no relation, nor even age nor | 
being regarded : { will not pity, nor. Spare, nor 
mercy, but deftroy them, the Lordis har L we 
all this; every thing was by his, permifiion 
according to his will; he would: not pre yen 
enemy’s invading, befieging and taking ther 
hinder themfelves from deftroying one E 
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but fuffer a general calamity to come upon them, 
without fhowing the leaft mercy to them, fo great 
were their fins, and fuch the provocation. 

y.15. Hear ye, and give ear, &c.] Both to 
what goes before, and what follows after. The 
words doubled, denote the clofeft and ftricteft at- 
tention : be not proud, haughty, fcornful, as above 
all inftruction, and needing no advice and counfel, 
felf-conceited, defpifing the word of God, and his 
meflages by his prophets; or, do not lift up your- 
felves * ; above others, and againft God: for the 
Lord hath fpoken; it is not I, but the Lord; and 
what he has faid fhall certainly come to pafs; fo 
the Targum, “* for in the word -of the Lord it is 
“< fo decreed ;” it is in vain to oppofe him; his 
counfel fhall itand, and he’ll do all his pleafure ; 
none ever hardened themfelves againft him and 
profpered. 

y¥. 16. Give glory to the Lord your God, &c.|. By 
confeffing fin unto him; by humiliation for it be- 
fore him ; by believing what he fays, hearkening 
to his word, and obeying his commands, and 
living to his honour and glory; fee ofp. vii. 19. 
efpecially by believing in Chrift, the true God, and 
true Meffiah, embracing his gofpel, and his ordi- 
nances: before he caufe darknefs ; before the Lord 
brings on the dark difpenfation threatened, the 
calamity before fpoken of ; repent whilft {pace is 
given, before it is too late; fo the Targum, ‘* be- 
«¢ fore tribulation comes upon you, and ye be like 
. * to thofe that walk in darknefs.” The Baby- 
lonifh captivity may be meant, which was a dark 
day with the Fews, as is their prefent cafe, and which 
may be included ; and it is applicable to any dark 
ftate of the church of God, fuch as may be now 
apprehended as near, thro’ the fpread of popery, 
the growth of errors and herefies, the perfecution 
of the faints, the flaying of.the witnefles, the cef- 
fation of the gofpel-miniftry and ordinances for a 
while; which is that day of darknefs and gloomi- 
nefs, that hour of temptation that fhall come upon 
all the earth, to try its inhabitants; happy thofe 
that give glory to God by their faith in him, and 
by keeping the word of his patience: and before 
your feet ftumble upon the dark mountains, or, of 
twilight, or, of the evening ,; or rather, upon the 
mountains in the evening ¥; at even-tide; at which 
time it is troublefome and dangerous travelling on 
mountains. Thefe may defign either the mountains 
to which they would flee for fhelter, Matt. xxiv. 
16. or thofe which lay in the way to Babylon, over 
which they fhould travel when carried captive ; or 
rather the kingdoms of Babylon and Media, whither 
they fhould be carried, and where they fhould en- 
dure much affliction and hardfhip; it being ufual 
to fignify kingdoms by mountains ; fo Babylon it- 
felf is, ‘Fer li25. Zech. iv. 7. perhaps there may 
be fome allufion, as Sanétius thinks, to Babylon 
itfelf, which being fituated in a marfhy place, might 
be generally covered with a cloud or mift, and to- 
gether with the fmoke of the city, might look like 
a dark mountain ; and efpecially the hanging gar- 
dens in it looked at a diftance like * mountains 
with forefts on them. It may be applied to the 
even-tide of the latter day, when many fhall ftum- 
ble aad fall thro” mountains of difficulties and dif- 
cotragements in the way of religion; of profeffing 
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the pure gofpel and ordinances of it; thro’ thé pre- 
vailing darknefs of the age, and the perfecution of 
men; and to the evening of life, and the dark 
mountains of death and eternity, on which men 
may be faid to ftumble and fall when they die; 
and when-their everlafting ftate will appear to be 
fixed as immoveable as mountains; and there will 
be no more means of grace, of faith, repentance 
and converfion, but blacknefs of darknefs for ever-- 
more, outer darknefs, weeping and gnafhing of 
teeth ; wherefore, before this time comes, it be- 
hoves perfons to be concerned for the glory of 
God, and the everlafting welfare of their fouls: 
and while ye look for light ; profperity and happi- 
nefs, as the falfe prophets gave out they fhould 
have; or for help and affiftance from the Egyp- 
tians, to whom they fent : he turn it into the foadow 
of death, and make it grofs darkne/s ,; that is, the 
Lord, who would difappoint them, and inftead of 


having that relief and comfort they were promifed, 


would bring upon them fuch fhocking calamities, 
which would be as terrible as death itfelf, or at 
leaft as the fhadow of death, and be like grofs 
darknefs, even fuch as was in Egypt, which might 
be felt ; fee J/- lix. 9. 

¥.17. But if ye will not hear it, &c.|] The ad- 
vice and exhortation now givén, to repent of fin, 
be humble before God, and glorify him: my foul 


joall weep in fecret places for your pride, he would 


no more act in a public character ; but laying afide 
his office as a prophet and public inftructor, would 
retire to fome corner, where he might not be feen 
or heard, and there lament the fins of the people, 
particularly their pride, which had been the caufe 
of their ruin; or mourn on account of their glory 
and excellency, as the word may be rendered, 
which would depart from them; their city and 
temple would be burnt; and their king, princes 
and nobles, and the flower of the nation, carried 
into Babylon ; fo the Fews + interpret it of the glory 
of J/rael, which fhould ceafe from them,.and be 
given to the nations of the world; fee the note on 
¥. 9: mine eye foall weep fore; or, foedding tears it 


Jball foed tears , in. great abundance, being as he 


wifhed his eyes might be, a fountain of tears to 
weep night and day, ch. ix. 1: and run down with 
tears ; Or, mine eye let down tears*; wpon the cheek 
in great plenty. The phrafes are expreflive of the 
forrow of his heart, for the diftreffes of his people, 
and of the certainty, of them ; the reafon of which 
follows : becaufe the Lord’s flock is carried away 
captive; that is, the Lord’s people, as the Tar- 
gum ; to whom he ftood in the relation of a fhep- 
herd, and they to him under the character of a 
flock ; and this was what fo fenfibly touched the 
heart of the prophet, that they were a people that 


the Lord had an intereft in, a regard unto, and 


among whom he had been formerly glorified; where- 
fore it was to the lofs of his honour and intereft 
that thefe fhould be given into the hands of their 
enemies, and be carried captive ; and this troubled 
him, for nothing lies nearer the heart of a good 
man than the glory of God. 

y¥. 18. Say unto the king, and to the queen, &c.] 
Feboiachim, and his mother Nebuj/bta, as it is ge- 
nerally interpreted by the ewi/> commentators, and 
others ; who, with many princes and officers, were 
carried 
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chrried captive into Babylon, 2 Kings xxiv. 12—15. 
or rather Zedekiab and his wife; fince the capti- 
vity after threatened is a perfect and complete one, 
which Feboiachim’s was not: bumble yourfelves, fit 
down, or, fit down humble’, come down from 
your thrones, and fit in the duft; humble your- 
felves before the Lord for your own fins, and the 
fins of the people; in times of general corruption, 
and which threatens a nation with ruin, it becomes 
kings and princes to fet an example of repentance, 
humiliation and reformation; tho’ it may be this 
is rather a predi€tion of what would be, that they 
fhould defcend from their throne, and lofe their 
grandeur, and be in a low and abject condition, 
than an exhortation to what was their duty ; fince 
it follows: for your principalities fhall come down , 
their royal {tate and greatnefs, and all the enfigns 
of it; and efpecially fuch as they had upon their 
heads, as the word ufed denotes, and as the fol- 
lowing explanation fhews: even the crown of your 
glory ; or glorious crown, which fhould fall from 
their heads, or be taken from them, when they 
fhould be no more ferved in ftate, or treated as 
crowned heads. 

y¥. 19. The cities of the fouth fhall be fhut up, 
and none fhall open them, &c:] Meaning the cities 
of Fudab, which lay in the fouthern part of the 
land of J/rae/, and to the fouth of Babylon, which 
might be faid to be fhut up, and not in the power 
of any to open, when befieged by the Chaldean 
army; or rather when deftroyed, that there were 
none to go in and out; tho’ fome think the cities 
of Egypt are intended, which lay fouth of Fudea, 
from whence the Yews fhould not have the relief 
they expected, and where they fhould find no re- 
fuge ; but the former fente feems beft : Fudah shall 
be carried away captive all of it; it was in part car- 
ried away in Feboiachim’s time, and wholly in Ze- 
dekiah’s ; which feems to be here refpected: i¢ 
frail be wholly carried away captive, or, in per- 
jections * ; moft perfectly and completely ; the fame 
thing is meant as before, only in different words 
repeated, to exprefs the certainty of it. 

¥.20. Lift up your eyes, and behold them that 
come from the north, &c.| ‘There are a Keri and a 
Cetid of the words, “ft up, and behold; they are 
written in the fingular number, and may be con- 
fidered as directed to the king, as the words fol- 
lowing are; and they are read in the plural num- 
ber, the ftate and whole body of the people being 
called upon to obferve the Chaldean army, which 
came from the north; and is reprefented as on 
the march, juft at hand to invade, befiege, take, 
and carry them captive. The Septuagint verfion 
renders it, ft up thine eyes, O Ferufalem, and the 
Arabic verfion, O T/rael: where is the flock that was 
given thee, thy beautiful flock? that is, the people, 
as the Targum interprets it, which were committed 
to the care and charge of the king, as fheep into 
the hands of a fhepherd; and were a fine body of 
people, chofen of God and precious, diftinguifhed 
above all others by wholefome and righteous laws 
and ftatutes, and fpecial privileges ; a people who 
were a kingdom of priefts, an holy nation, and a 
peculiar people, the glory of the whole earth; 
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but now carried, or about to carried, captive 
It is no unufual thing to reprefent a king as 
fhepherd, and his people as a flock, guided, gc 
verned, and protected by him, and who is account- | 
able for his truft to the King of kings ; fee Pf 
Ixxviii. 71, 72. es, bw 
¥.21. What wilt thou fay when be fhall punifh 
thee? &c.] Or, vifit upon thee‘, that is, either, — 
when God fhall punifh thee for thy fins, thou 
canft bring no charge of injuftice againft him, or 
murmur and repine at the punifhment infli@ted on 


thee; fo Farchi; to which agrees the Targum, 


‘*¢ when he fhall vifit on thee thy fin ;” or elfe, to’ 
which the following words feem to incline, when — 


the enemy fhall vifit upon thee; fo Kimchi and — 
Abarbinel, when the Ghaldeans fhall come upon i 


thee, and pay thee a vifit, an unwelcome ones; yet 
who wilt thou have to blame but thyfelf? fo the 
Septuagint and Arabic verfions render it, when they 
fball vifit thee; thefe words are direéted, not to 
the king, nor to the gueen neither; but to the 
body of the people, the Fewih ftate, reprefented 
as a woman; who, upon confideration of things 
paft, would have a great deal of reafon to reflect 
upon themfelves for what they had done in former 
times, which had led on to their ruin and deftruc- 
tion :- (for thou haft taught them to be captains, and 
as chief over thee), the Fews fhewed the Affyrians 
the way into their country, ufed them to come 
thither, and taught them how to conquer them, 
and be mafters over them: or, hat taught them a- 
gainft thee ®; to thy hurt and detriment, to be cap- 
tains or governors ; for an head, to have the rule 
over them: this was done by 4baz, when he fent 
to Tilgath-pilefer king of Affyria to come and faye 
him out of the hands of the kings of Syria and 


Tfrael, 2 Kings xvi. 7. and by Hezekiah; when he 


fhewed the meflengers of the king of Babylon all 
his treafures; thefe were invitations and: tempta- 
tions to come and plunder them: fball not forrows 
take thee as a woman in travail? denoting the fud- 
dennefs of their calamities ; the fharpneis and fe- 
verity of them; and that they would be inevitable, 
and could not be prevented. ; 
¥. 22. And if thou fay in thine heart, 8c.) Not 
daring to exprefs it with the mouth ; and which, 
notwithftanding, God, that knows the heart, was 
privy to, and could difcern all the feeret workings 
of it; putting fuch a queftion as this: wherefore 
come thefe things upon me ? all thefe calamities, the 
invafion and fiege of the enemy, famine, fword, 
captivity, (Sc. the an{wer returned is, for the great- 
nes of thine iniquity ; the enormous crimes the Fews 
were guilty of, fuch as idolatry, blafphemy, &c. 
which were attended with aggravated circumftan- 
ces ; or, for the multitude of thine imiquity®; their 
fins being fo many, as well as greats are thy friris 
difcovered, and thy heels made bare, being obliged 
to walk naked and barefoot, their buttocks u 
vered, and their legs and feet.naked, withe 
ings or fhoes, as captives ufed to be Jed, ec 
great fhame and difgrace ; fee J. xx. 2,3, 4. Ti 
phrafes are.expreffive of captivity, and the: 
of it; the caufe of which was the greatnels 
multitude of their fins. The Targum is, ** bec 
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*¢ thy fins are multiplied, thy confufion is ‘revealed, 
«¢ thy fhame is feen.” 
yy. 23. Can the Ethiopian change his fkin ?. &c.] 
Or, the Cufbite; either, as the Arabic verfion, the 
Ainfine, the inhabitant of the eaftern Erhiopia 
properly an Ethiopian, as the Septuagint and Vul- 
gate Latin verfions render it; or, the Chufean Ara- 
dian, the inhabitant of Arabia Chufea, which was 
nearer Fudea than the other Ethiopia, and better 
known, and which were of a dark complexion. 
The Targum renders it, the Indian; and fo’ does 
the Syriac verfion. In the Mi/na* mention is made 
of Indian garments, with which the high-prieft 
was clothed.on the day of atonement ; upon which 
the Glofs * is, that they were of linen of the coun- 
try of India ; and which is the land of Cua (or 
Ethiopia) as Jonathan Ben Uxziel interprets, Fer. 
xiii. 23. “¢ can the Cu/dite, the Indian, change his 
“ {kin ;” and it is highly probable, that in the 
time of Yeremiah, no other India was known by 
the Fews but Ethiopia, or Arabia Chufea, and no 
other black people but the inhabitants thereof, or 
any other than the Arabians ; and as Braunius' 
obierves, it need not be wondered at, that with 
the Yews in thofe times, Ethiopia and India thould 
be reckoned the fame country; when, with the 
ancients, whatever was beyond the Mediterranean 
fea, as Arabia, Ethiopia, and even Fudea itfelf, was 
called India ; fo. Foppa, a city of Phenicia, from 
whence Andromeda was fetched by Perfeus, is by 
Ovid ™ faid to be in India; fo Bochart * interprets 
the words of the Saracens or Arabians, who are of 
a fwarthy colour, and fome black ; and indeed 
have their name from the fame word the raven has, 
which is black and particularly the inhabitants of 
Kedar were black, one part of Arabia, to which 
- the allufion is in Cant. i. 5. ‘Farchi interprets the 
word here by ¢he moor, the black-a-moor, whofe 
fkin is naturally black, and cannot be changed by 
himfelf or others ; hence to wafh the black-a-moor 
white is a proverbial expreffion for labour in vain, 
or attempting to do that which is not to be done: 
or the leopard his fpots ? a creature full -of fpots, 
and whofe fpots are natural to it; and therefore 
can’t be removed by any means. Some think a 
creatute called thé ounce, or cut-a-mountain is meant, 
whofe fpots are many, and of a blackith colour ; 
but the defcription well agrees with the leopard, 
which is-a creature full of fpots, and has its name 
in the Zaffern languages, particularly the Chaldee 
and Arabic, from a word ° which fignifies /potted, 
variegated, as this creature is; fo the female is 
called varia by Pliny”, becaufe of its various fpots ; 
and thefe fpots are black, as the Arabic writers in 
Bochart*, he word here ufed fignifies fuch marks 
as are made in a body beat and bruifed, which 
we call black and blue; hence fome render it 
livid, or black and blue fpots *;. and thefe marks 
are in the {kin and hair of this creature, and are 
natural to it, and can’t be changed; and it is ufual 
with other writers * to call them fpots, as well as 
the fcripture: then may ye alfo do good, that are 
accuftomed to do evil, fignifying that they were na- 
turally finners, as blacknefs is natural to the Ethio- 
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pian, and {pots to the leopard; and were from 
their birth and infancy fuch, “and had been fo long 
habituated to fin, by cuftom founded upon nature, 
that there was no hope of. ‘them they were obfti- 
nate in fin, bent upon it, and incorrigible in it ; 
and this is another reafon given why the above 
calamities came upon them. The metaphors ufed 
in this text fitly exprefs the ftate and condition of 
men by nature; they are like the Evhiopian or 
black-a-moor; very black, both with original and, 
actual fin; very guilty, and very uncomely ; and 
their blacknefS is natural to them; they have it 
from their parents, and by birth ; it is with them 
from their infancy, and youth upwards; and very 


hard and difficult to be removed : it can’t be wafhed 


off by ceremonial ablutions, moral duties, evan- 
gelical ordinances, or outwatd humiliations ; yea, 


| it is impoffible to be removed bur by the grace of 


God and blood of Chrift. Their fins are aptly 
compared to the leopard’s ‘fpots, which are many 
and natural, and dificult to get clear off. "What 
is figuratively exprefled in the above metaphors, 
is more plainly. fignified by being accuftomed, or 
taught to do evil‘; which denotes a feries and courfé 
of finning; a fettled habit and cuftorn in it, found- 


|ed on nature, and arifing from it; which a man 
learns and acquires naturally, and of himfelf, where- 


by he becomes void of fear and fhame; and there 
is a good deal of difficulty, and indeed a moral 
impoffibility, that fuch perfons fhould do good: 
nothing fhort of the powerful and efficacious grace 
of God can put a man into a ftate and capacity of 
doing good aright, from right principles to right 
ends, and of continuing in it; for there is no good 
in fuch men; nor have they any true notion of 
doing good, nor inclination to it, nor any ability 
to perform it: in order to it, it is abfolutely ne- 
ceffary that they fhould firft be made good men by 
the grace of God; that they- fhould be regenerated 
and quickened by the Spirit of God; that they 
fhould be created in Chrift Jefus unto good works, 
and have faith in him; all which is by the grace 
of God, and not of themfelves. 

¥.24. Therefore will I fcatter them as the ftub- 
ble, that paffeth away, 8cc.| Becaufe of their many 
fins, amd continuance in thém, their habits and 
cuftom of finning, they are threatened with being 
carried captive into other nations, where they fhould 
be difperfed and feparated one from another, which 
would make their ftate and condition very uncom- 
fortable; and this would be as eafily and as fwift- 
ly done, as the light ftubble which is blown away 
by every puff of wind; nor would they be able 
any more to refift the enemy, and help themfelves, 
than the ftubble is to ftand before the wind; as 
follows : by the wind of the wilderne/s; which blows 
freely and ftrongly; fo the Chaldean army is com- 
pared to a dry wind of the high places in the wil- 
dernefs; even a full wind that fhould fcatter and 
deftroy, ch. iv. 11,12; or, 4 the wind of the wil- 
dernefs*, and fo may denote the wildernefs of the 
people, or the land of Babylon, whither they fhould 
be carried captive, and from whence the wind 
fhould come that fhould bring them thither. Kim- 
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chi and Béa Melech make mention of a wildernefs 
between Ferufalem and Babylon, as what may be 
intended. ; 

¥.25. This is thy lot, &c.] Meaning not the 
king’s, or the queen’s only, but the lot of the 
whole Fewi/h ftate : the portion of thy meafures from 
me, faith the Lord, which were divided, and dif- 
tributed, and meafured out to them by the Lord, 
who appointed thefe calamities to befal them, and 
brought them upon them, and that in righteous 
judgment, The Targum is, ‘* and the portion of 
<¢ thine inheritance ;”” who, inftead of having the 
land of Canaan for their inheritance, to which the 
allufion is, and of which they boafted, the land of 
Babylon was affigned them, not to be pofieffors of 
it, but captives in it; and inftead of having God 
to be their portion and inheritance, they were ba- 
nifhed from him, and this was but righteous mea- 
fure ; they had meafure for meafure: decaufe thou 
haft forgotten me; their maker and benefactor ; the 
goodnefs he had fhown them, the mercies and be- 
nefits he had beftowed upon them; or, my law, as 
the Arabic verfion; or, my worfbip, as the Targum ; 
therefore he forgot them, took no notice of them, 
hid his face from them, and gave them up into 
the hands of their enemies: and trufted in falfbood ; 
either in the Egyptians and Affyrians, who deceived 
them ; or in their idols, which were falfhood and 
lying vanities, and could not help them. 

¥. 26. Therefore will I difcover thy fhirts upon 
thy face, &c.]| Turn them up, or throw them 
over the head or face; that is, expofe to public 
fhame and difgrace; which was done when their 
city and temple were burnt, and they were carried 
captive ; hence it follows: that thy jhame may ap- 
pear; that their fins might appear to themfelves 
and others, of which they had reafon to be afhamed. 
The allufion is to the treatment which captive wo- 
men fometimes meet with, or adulterous women, 
to which the Fews are here compared. The Zar- 
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gum is, * and I alfo will reveal the conf on’ of 


» > : 


i 


“* thy fin upon thy face, and thy fhame fhall be 
Saferk’? 

¥.27. I have feen thine adulteries, 8c.] Not liter+ 
ally fuch, tho” they were greatly guilty of that fin; 
but figuratively, their idolatries: +hy neighings ; ex= 
prefiive of their {trong defires after other gods, like 
that of adulterers and adulterefles after one another ; 


‘and both which are like the neighing of horfes. 


Kimchi thinks this defigns their rejoicing in their 
evil works: the lewdne/s of thy whoredom, their 
fintul thoughts, and wicked defires, which were 
continually after their idols and idolatrous praéti- 
ces: and thine abominations on the hills in the fields ; 
their idols, which were abominable to God, and 
ought to have been fo to them; and which the 
placed on high hills, and there worfhipped them ; 
all which were feen and known by the Lord, nor 
could it be denied by them ; and this was the rea- 
fon of their being carried captive, and therefore 
could not complain they had been hardly dealt 
with; yea, notwithftanding all this, the Lord ex- 
prefiés a tender and compaffionate concern for them : 
wo unto thee, O Ferufalem; fad will be thy cafe, 
dreadful are the calamities coming upon thee, un- 
lefs thou repenteft: wilt thou not be made clean? 
wilt thou fhew no concern, and make ufe of no 
means to be cleanfed, nor feek for it, where it is. 
to be had? neither repent of fin, nor reform from 
it, nor feek to God for his grace, fignified by 
clean water; or to the blood of Chrift, the foun- 
tain opened, which cleanfes from it: when fhall it 
once be? fome inftances there were of it in the times 
of Chrift and his apoftles ; but it will not be com- 
pletely done, until they feek the Lord, and his 
Chrift, and fear him, and his goodnefs, in the 
latter day; when they fhall turn unto him, and all 
Tfrael fhall be faved; or, thou wilt not be cleanfed 
after a long time™; this the Lord forefaw, and 
therefore pronounces her cafe fad and miferable. 


ChB “Pis-cAlvae 


4 Bees IS chapter contains a prophecy of a drought, 
which produced a famine, y.1. and is de- 
fcribed by the difmal effects of it ; and general di- 
ftrefs in the inhabitants of Judah and Ferufalem, 
v.2. even the nobles were affected with it, whofe fer- 
vants returned without water afhamed, when fent for 
it, ¥. 3. the plowmen could not ufe their plough, 
their ground was fo hard, ¥. 4. and the very beafts 
of the field fuffered much, becaufe there was no 
grafs, ¥. 5, 6. upon this follows a prayer of the 
prophet to the Lord, that he would give rain for 
his name-fake ; he confefies the fins of the people 
that they were many, and againft the Lord; and 
teftified againft them, that they deferved to be ufed 
as they were; and he addreffes the Lord as the 
hope and Saviour of his people in time paft, when 
it was a time of trouble with them ; and expoftu- 
lates with him, why he fhould be as a ftranger and 
traveller, and like a mighty man aftonifhed, that 
either had no regard to their land any more than a 
foreigner and a traveller ; or no heart to help them, 
or exert his power than a man at his wits end, tho’ 
he was among them, and they were called by his 
name ; and therefore he begs he would not leave 
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them, ¥. 7, 8,9. but he is told that it was for the » 
fins of the people that all-this was, which the 
Lord was determined to remember and vifit; and 
therefore he is bid not to pray for them; if he 
did, it would not be regarded, nor the peoples 
fafting and prayers alfo ; for they fhould be con- 
fumed by the fword, famine and peftilence, ¥. 10, 
11, 12. and tho’ the prophet pleads in excufe of 
the people, that the falfe prophets had deceived’ 
them ; yet not only the vanity and falfhood of their 
prophecies are expofed, and they are threatened 
with deftruction, but the people alfo, for hearken- 
ing unto them, ¥. 13, 14, 15, 16. wherefore the 
prophet, inftead of putting up a prayer for them, 
has a lamentation dictated to him by the Lord, 
which he is ordered to exprefs, ¥. 17, 18. and yet, 


~*~ 


notwithftanding this, he goes on to pray for them 
in a very pathetic manner; he apo th 
God, and pleads for help and healing; ec 
the iniquities of the people ; intreats the Lord for 
the fake of his name, glory and covenant, that he 
would not reje€t them and his petition; and ob- 
ferves, that the thing afked for, rain, was what — 
none of the gods of the heathens could give, or 
_ even 
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Ch. xiv. ¥. 1—6. 


even the heavens themfelves, only the Lord; and 
therefore determines to wait upon him for it, who 
made the heavens, the earth, and rain, y. 19, 20, 
21, 22. 


y.t. The word of the Lord that came to Feremiah 
concerning the dearth.) Or, concerning the words 
of refraints * ; that is, concerning the bufineffes 
of a drought, as the Targum; concerning the Lord’s 
reftraining rain from the earth, and forbidding 
the heavens dropping it down ; the confequence of 
which is a drought, or drinefs of the earth ; and 
the effect of that a famine; when this was it is 
not any where faid; it could not be the famine at 
the fiege of Ferufalem by Nebuchadnezzar, becaufe 
that only affected the city; this all Fudea.. Some 
think it was in the beginning of the reign of Ze- 
dekiah, long before the fiege; and others, ‘that it 
was in the reign of Feboiakim, fince we read of a 
faft in his time, ch. xxxvi.g. which might be on 
this occafion; and it appears that there was one at 
this time, tho’ not acceptable to God; fee -y. r2. 

¥.2. Fudah mourneth, &c.|- That is, the inha- 
bitants of Fudab; thofe of the houfe of Fudah, as 
the Targum, thefe mourned becaufe of the drought 
and famine that were upon the land: and the gates 
thereof languifo ; the cities of Judah, as the Tar- 
gum; the inhabitants of them, which ufed to be 
fupplied from the field, and out of the country , 
gates may be mentioned, becaufe thro’ the gates 


the provifions were brought into the city; but now 


none ; and therefore are faid to languifh; or elfe 
thofe that fat in the gates are meant, the elders of 
the people, the fenators, the judges, and civil ma- 
iftrates ; thefe fhared in the common calamity : 
they are black unto the ground; that is, the inhabi- 
tants of the cities, and thofe that fit in the gates, 
their faces are black thro’ famine; fee Lam. iv. 8. 
and v. ro. fo the Targum, ‘* their faces are co- 
«* vered with blacknefs, they are black as a pot ;” 
and which they turned to the ground, and looked 
downwards, not being able to lift them up thro’ 
the forrow and diftrefs they were in, and thro’ 
faintnefs of fpirit for want of food: and the cry 
of Ferufalem is gone up, meaning the cry and la- 
mentation of the inhabitants of Yerufalem becaufe 
of the famine, for that city was not exempted 
from it, it having its fupply from the country ; or 
the prayer of them, and of the people from all 
parts got together there, which went up to heaven 
for rain: it being ufual, in times of common di- 
ftrefs,- for the people in the country to come up to 
Ferufalem to the temple to pray to God, and par- 
ticularly for rain, when there was a want of it. 
¥. 3. And their nobles have fent their little ones 
to the waters, &c.] ‘To places where water ufed 
to be; to the pools, the upper and the lower, par- 
ticularly to the fountain of Shiloah, which Ferom 
fays, was the only one the city of Feru/falem ufed. 
The meaning either is, that the nobles in Feru- 
falem fent their own children to get water for them, 
they having no fervants to attend them, thefe being 
put away becaufe they could not fupport them, the 
famine being fo fore; or rather, that they fent 
their menial fervants, their fubjects, as the Targum 
renders it, to fetch them a little water to refrefh 
themfelves with: they came to the pits, and: found 
no water; their fervants came according to order 
to the pools and cifterns, or to the deep wells, and 
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to fuch places where there ufed to be 4 great con- 
fluence of water, and plenty of it, but now they 
could find none: they returned with their veffels 
empty, juft as they came: they were afbamed and 
confounded , either the fervants that were fent; or 
rather their mafters that fent them, when they faw 
them come with their empty veffels; having been 
looking out and longing for their return, expec- 
ting they would havé brought water with them for 
their refrefhment ; but to ‘their great difappoint- 
ment and confufion’ brought none: and covered 
their beads, as perfons afhamed, or as mourners 
ufed'to do, being full of anguifh and diftrefs be- 
caufe of the drought. © 

¥. 4. Becaufe the ground is chapt, &c.] Thro” 
the violent heat of the fun, and want of rain; or, 
is broken»; and crumbles into duft.' Fhe Targum 
is, “ becaufe of fins, the inhabitants of the earth 
** are broken :” for there was no rain in the earth ; 
this was the reafon of the dearth, and of the fa- 
mine, and why there was no water in the-pits, and 
the ground was chapt. It is to: be underftood of 
the land of ‘Fudea only, not of the whole earth: 
the plowmen were afpamed , becaufe they could not 
enter the earth with their plough ; were obliged to 
fit {till, could do no work, or go on with their 
hufbandry ; nothing could be done “for want of 
rain : they covered their heads ; as before ; fee the 
note on y. 3. 

W.5. Yea, the hind alfo calved in the field, 8&c.] 
Or brought forth her young in the field ; of which 
fee Fob. xxxix. 1, 2, 3,4. and which they fome- 
times did thro’ fear, particularly when affrighted with 
thunder and lightening; and which are common in 
a time of heat and drought, which is the cafe here ; 
fee Pf. xxix. g. of thefe fort of creatures there 
were great plenty in F#dea, and the parts adjacent. 
Aélianus * fays, the harts in Syria are bred on the 
higheft mountains, manus, Lebanon and Carmel ; 
which were mountains on the borders of the land 
of Canaan; and the flefh of thefe was much ufed 
for food by the ews; fee Deut. xii. 15, 22. and 
xiv. 4, 5. and xv. 22: and forfook it; which, as 
it is a loving creature to its mate, fo very careful 
of its young, and provident for it, and nourifhes 
it, as Pliny * obferves. The reafon of fuch un- 
common ufage follows : becaufe there was no grafs ; 
for the hind to feed upon, and fo had no milk to 
fuckle its young with; and therefore left it to feek 
for grafs elfewhere, that it might have food for 
itfelf, and milk for its young. 

¥. 6. And the wild affes did ftand in the bigh places, 
&c.] To fee where any grafs was to be had, or 
where the wind blows more freely and cooly to 
draw it in; as follows. The Targum renders it, 
by the brooks; and fo Yarchi interprets it, brooks 
of water; whither they came as ufual to drink, 
and found them now dried up; and where they 
ftood diftreffed and Janguifhing, not knowing where 
to go for any: they fnuffed up the wind like dra- 
gons; which, being of a hot nature, open their 
mouths, and draw in the wind and air to cool them. 
Aélianus ® reports of the dragons in Phrygia, that 
they open their mouths, and not only draw in the 
air, but even birds flying. The word ufed for 
dragons fignifies large fifhes, great whales ; and 
fome underftand it of crocodiles, who will lift up 
their heads above water to refrefh themfelves with 
the air: their eyes did fail; in looking about for 
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grafs 3,or for wan ; 
and famifhed : decaue there was no gra/s ; for their 
food. and. nourifhment. With great propriety: is 
the herb or grafs. mentioned, this being the proper 
food of affes, as Ariffotle * obferves ;, and. with 
which agrees the fcripture ; which reprefents them 
as content, when they have it; and as ranging about 
the mountains for it, when they have none;, being 
creatures very impatient of hunger and thirft; fee 
Fob vi. 5. and xxxix. 8. wherefore the Greek wri- 
ters firname this animal, dry and thirfty ; and hence 
the lying ftory of Tacitus “, concerning Mées.and 
the children of J/rael;, who, he fays, being»ready 
to perifh for want of water, Mo/es obferved.a flock 
of wild afles going from. their. pafture to a rock 
covered with trees, and followed them, taking it for 
herbage, and found large fountains of water. .And 
very pertinently are their eyes faid to fail for want 
of food, and the fight. of them grow dim, which 
is more or.lefs the cafe of all creatures im fuch cir- 
cumftances ; but the rather is this obferved of the 
wild .afs, becaufe, as an Arabic writer * fuggetts, 
it is naturally very fharp and clear fighted. 
¥. 7. O Lord, iho’ our iniquities teftify againft us, 
&c.] That we deferve fuch judgments to be in- 
flied onus; and that God is righteous in bring- 
ing them; and we are altogether undeferving of 
the favour now about to be afked. Thefe are the 
words of the prophet interceding for -his people, 
and confefing their fins and his own: do thou it 
for thy name's fake, that,is, give rain; which was 
the thing wanted, and which none but God. could 
give, ¥.22. tho’ we are not worthy to have it 
done for our fakes, do it for thine own fake ; for 
the honour and glory of thy name, of thy good- 
nefs, power and faithfulnefs: for our backflidings 
are many-and fo had many witnefles again{t them ; 
and which fhows how. unworthy they were, and 
‘that they had no reafon to expect the mercy on their 
own account; and efpecially as it follows : we have 
finned againft ibee; as all fin is againft God, con- 
trary to his nature and will, and a tranfgreffion of 
his law ; and what aggravates it is, thatit is. a- 
gainft him as a God of goodnefs, grace and 
mercy. 
¥. 8. O the hope of Ifrael, &c.] The author, 
object, ground and foundation of hope of all good 
things, both here and hereafter ; in whom J/rae/ 
had been ufed to hope in times paft, and had great 
encouragement fo to do, P/. cxxx. 7. or, the ex- 
petiation of Jfrael‘; whom they looked for to 
come: the Saviour thereof in time of trouble; the 
Saviour of all men in a way of providence, but 
efpecially of the true J/rael of God, of them that 
believe; who, tho’ they have their times of trou- 
ble and affliction, by reafon of fin, fatan, and 
wicked men, and other things, yet the Lord faves 
and delivers them out of them all in due time: 
why foouldft thou be as a ftranger in the land; or, 
a /yjourner * 5 who abides but for a while; and it 
not being his native place, is not fo folicitous for 
the welfare of it. ‘erom interprets this of Chrift 
when here on earth, who was as a ftranger, and 
unknown by men; fee Pf lxix. 9. Matt, viii. 20. 
and xxv. 43. and the other characters, of the Aope 
of Ijrael, and the Saviour, well agree with him, 
1 Tim.i. 1, Col.i. 27. Aéfs xiii. 23: and as a way- 
faring man, or traveller": that turneft afide to tarry 
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fora night, and that only ; and fo is uncon 
what, becomes. of it, orsthe .people in it; he is” 
only there for a night, and is gone in the morning, 
Thus the prophet reprefents the Lord by thefe me- 
taphors, as if he was, or at leaft feeméd carelef§ _ 
of his. people; and _ therefore expoftulates with 
him upon it, as the difciples with our Lord, A 
iV.138.249 o) 2S AR 
¥. 9. Why foouldft thou be as a man aftonied, Bec.] 
Aftonifhed, and fo furprifed as not to know 
to fay or do; or afleep, as the Septuagint 5 taking 
no notice of us, and being altogether unconcerned 
what becomes of us; or, asone dumb‘; that will 
give no anfwer to our prayers: as @ mighty man 
that cannet fave? who, tho?he is able to fave, yet; — 
thro’ want ofa heart or will, does not exert his — 
power): yet. thou, O Lord, art in the midft of us, 
haying -his-refidence and dwelling in ‘the: temple 
at Ferufalem; and therefore was not a ftranger and 
foreigner among them ; and this carries in it an 
intreaty, and an argument that he would not in 
Kis providence conduct towards them in fuch man- 
ner as tho’ he was: and we are called by thy name ; 
the people of God, the J/rael of God, and the 
like: leave us mot in our diftrefs’and trouble, but 
deliver us out of it, —~ Pra ib 

¥. 10. Thus faith the Lord unto this people, 8cc.} 
Inftead of anfwering the prophet direétly and’ im- 
mediately, he firft fpeaks to.the people; and ob=- 
feryes their fin is the caufe of his conduét; and 
whom, he does not vouchfafe to call his people; 
they having broken covenant with him, and fo 
notorioufly backfliden from him.; but this people, 
this wicked and worthlefs. people: thus have they 
loved to wander, trom the Lord, and out*of the 
way of their duty, to Egypt and Afpria for help; 
and after ftrange gods, and the worfhip of them ; 
and this they chofe and delighted in ; it arofe from 
corrupt affections, and a depraved heart : they have 
not refrained their feet ; from going into other lands, 
or into the temples of idols; wherefore it ought 
not to be wondered at, that the Lord’ was as a 
ftranger in their land, and as a way-faring man 
that tarried for a night; and hence it was that they — 
fhould have enough of wandering to and fro, fince 
they loved. it; in feeking for water in their own 
land, and by their being carried captive into others 5 
fo the Zargum, “* as they loved, fo -will I take 
** vengeance on them, to caufe them to be carried — 
‘* captive from the land of the houfe of my majefty 5 _ 
‘* and as they have delighted themfelves in the 
** worfhip of idols, and from the houfe of my 
‘* fanctuary have not refrained their feet, therefore — 
‘¢ before the Lord there is no delight in them:” — 
therefore the Lord doth not accept them; has no fa+ - 
vour for them, no pleafure in them 5 does not ac= - 
cept either their perions or their fervices: be will 
now remember their iniquity; their idolatry; their 
truft in others, and diftruft of him; which mig 
feem to be forgotten, becaufe he had taken no no- 
tice of them, in a providential way, to col . 
them; but now he would let them know tl 
were had in remembrance, by caufing | 
ments to come upon them for them: th 
oppofed to the forgivenefs of fin; rod 
gives fin, he remembers it no more; but when he- 
does not, but punifhes for it, then he is faid to 
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remember it: and vifit their fins; or them for 
their fins, that is, punifh them. 

y. 11. Then faid the Lord unto me, &c.| To the 
prophet ; now the Lord gives a more direct an- 
fwer to him, and to his prayers and intercefiion 


for the people; which he forbids, faying, pray not 


for this people for their good ; or for good things, as 
the Septuagint ;- for rain, that the famine might 
ceafe; and for deliverance from their enemies, that 
they might not go into captivity ; for thefe things 
were determined upon by the Lord: he does not 


forbid him praying at all for them, or for their re- | 


pentance and reformation ; or for {piritual good 
things for them, for eternal Jife and falvation for 
the remnant of his own people among them ; but 
not for external good things for the bulk of them. 

y¥. 12. When they faft I will not hear their ery, 
&c,] Or, though they faft*, very probably on ac- 
count of the want of rain, and the dearth or fa- 
mine, a faft was proclaimed; fee ch. xxxvi. 9. 
when they prayed and cried aloud, and made a 
great noife ; but their prayers being hypocritical, 
and not arifing from a pure heart, or offered up 
in faith and love, were not heard and accepted by 
the Lord: aud when they offer burnt-offering and an 
oblation ; or a meat or bread-offering, which went 
along with the burnt-offering ; thinking by thofe 
outward things to atone for their fins, without 
true repentance for them, or faith in the atoning 
facrifice of Chrift: J wil] not accept them; neither 
their offerings, nor their perfons: but J will con- 
fume them by the fword, and by the famine, and by 
the peftilence; the Lord not only determines the 
continuance of the famine, notwithftanding the 
prayers of the prophet ,; but adds two other judg- 
ments, the fword and peftilence, by which he was 
refolved to confume them; and therefore it was 
to no purpofe to pray to him on their behalf, he 
was inexorable. 

y. 13. Then faid I, ab Lord God, &c.] Being 
grieved at heart for the people, becaufe he was for- 
bid to pray for them, and becaufe the Lord had 
refolved on the ruin of them, and the rather he 
pitied them, becaufe they were deceived by the 
falfe prophets, and therefore he tries to excufe 
them, and lay the blame upon them, as follows : 
behold, the prophets fay unto them; that is, the falfe 
prophets, as the Targum, Feremiah does not call 
them fo, being willing to make the beft of it : ye 
foall not fee the fword, the fword of the enemy 
drawn in your country, or fall by it: sxeither shall 
ye have famine, by which it appears, that it was 
not yet come, only foretold; the contrary to which 
is here affirmed: but I will give you affured peace in 
this place; fo they fpoke as from the Lord, and 
in his name, with all the confidence imaginable ; 
affuring the people that they fhould have peace 
and profperity, and be in the utmoft fafety in 
Ferufalem; and that neither famine nor {word would 
come to them, nor in the leaft hurt them. In the 
Hebrew text it is, peace of truth',; that is, true 
peace, firm and lafting. The Septuagint render it, 
peace and truth ; fee If. xxxix. 8. 

y¥. 14. Then the Lord faid unto me, &c.} In re- 
ply to the above excufe, in favour of the people : 
the prophets prophefy lies in my name; it is a wicked 
thing to tell lies ; it is more fo to foretel them, 
and that in the name of the Lord, pretending they 
have his authority, and are under the influence and 
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guidance of his Spirit; and it was finful in the 
people to give credit to them, and the more fo, in 
that they were fore-warned of thefe prophets and their 
lies, and had the reverfe told them by a true pro- 
phet of the Lord, and therefore were inexcufable. 
I fent them not, neither have I commanded them, nei- 
ther [poke unto them; all which are requifite to a 
prophet, or to a man’s prophefying in the name 
of the Lord; he ought to have his miffion from 
him, and his commiffion from him; his orders 
and credentials from him, and the things them- 
felves which he delivers; neither of which thofe 
prophets had; nor were they able to make out 
thofe things to the people, of which they fhould 
have had fatisfaction before they believed them, 
and therefore were highly to blame in giving heed 
unto them. They prophefy unto you a falfe vifion ; 
or, @ vifion of falfhood™ ; pretending they had a vi- 
fion from the Lord, when they had none: and di- 
vination ; foothfaying or aftrology, as fome inter- 
pret it, as Kimchi obferves ; foretelling things by 
the ftars: and a thing of nought; which is good for 
nothing, and comes to nothing: and the deceit of 
their hearts ; which flows from their deceitful hearts 
and vain imaginations, and by no means to be de- 
pended upon. 

¥. 15. Therefore thus faith the Lord concerning 
the prophets, &c.] The falfe prophets, as the fol- 
lowing defcription fhows: that prophefy in my name, 
and I fent them not, made ufe of his name, pre- 
tending his authority, tho’ they were not fent by 
him: yet they fay, fword and famine foal not be in 
the land tho’ the Lord by his true prophet had 
faid there fhould be both; which proves that they 
were not fent by the Lord, fince what they faid 
was in direct oppofition to the word of the Lord; 
wherefore their doom in righteous judgment fol- 
lows: by fword and famine fhall thefe prophets be. 
confumed ; they fhould be fome of the firft, if not 
the firft that fhould perifh by thefe calamities ; 
which would abundantly prove the falfhood of 
their predictions, and fhow that their lies could 
neither fecure themfelves nor others from the jude- 
ments which the Lord had faid fhould come upon 
them. 

¥. 16. And the people to whom they prophefy, &c.] 
That is, fuch of them as gave credit to their pro- 
phecies : shail be caft out in the fireets of Ferufalenr, 
becaufe of the famine and the fword, they dying of 
the tamine and of the fword, their carcafes fhould 
be caft out of their houfes into the open ftreets, 
and there lie unburied, as a punifhment for difbe- 
lieving the words of the Lord, and giving heed 
to the lies of the falfe prophets: and they fhall 
have none to bury them; either thro’ want of abi- 
lity of body or fubftance, or thro’ want of affec- 
tion ; or rather thro’ want of perfons to do it for 
them, all their relations being cut off with them, 
as follows: them, their wives, nor their fons, nor 
their daughters; or rather, they", their wives, and 
their fons, and their daughters, thefe fhall die by 
the famine and the fword, and fhall be caft out in 
the fireets of Ferufalem; fo that they and their re- 
latives all dying, there would be none to bury one 
another ; and that all fhould fuffer by thefe cala- 
mities were but juft and righteous, fince all were 
guilty both of idolatry, and of defpifing the 
prophets, and liftening to the falfe ones; fee ch. 
vii. 18: for I will pour their wickedne/s upon them ; 
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or, their evil upon thém® , not the evil of fin, but 
the evil of punifhment ; the meaning is, that he 
would abundantly punifh them for their fins, and 
as they deferved, tho’ not exceeding the bounds 
of juflice: the phrafe denotes, that their wicked- 
nefs was great; and that in proportion to it, the 
vials of his wrath would be poured out upon 
them. 

¥. 17. Therefore thou fhalt fay this word-unto 
them, &c.] Inftead of. praying for the people, the 
prophet has a doleful lamentation put into his 
mouth, to pronounce in their hearing, in order 
to affure them of the calamities that were coming 
upon them, and to affect them with them. Let 
mine eyes run down with tears night and day, and 
let them not ceafe; or, be filent?, fignifying that 
there would be quickly juft reafon and occafion 
for inceflant grief and forrow in them ; and if they 
were fo hardened as not to be affected with their 
cafe, he could not refrain fhedding tears night and 
day in great abundance ; which would have a voice 
in them, to call upon them to weeping and lamen- 
tation alfo. Some take thefe words to be a direc- 
tion and inftruction to the people; fo the Septua- 
gint, ‘* bring down upon your eyes tears night 
“* and day, and let them not ceafe ;” and the 4ra- 
bic verfion, “© pour out of your eyes. tears night 
‘* and day continually ;” and the Syriac verfion is, 
“* let our eyes drop tears night and day inceffant- 
“ly.” For the virgin-daughter of my people is 
broken with a great breach, with a very grievous 
blow ; cities are fometimes called virgins, which 
were never taken ; and fo Ferufalem here, it having 
never been taken fince it was in the hands of the 
people of Fudab, nor were its inhabitants as yet 
carried captive, but now would be ; which, toge- 
ther with the famine and the fword, by which many 
fhould perifh, is the great breach and grievous 
blow fpoken of ; and which is given as a reafon, 
and was a fufficient one, for forrow and mourn- 
ing. | 

¥. 18. If I go forth into the field, 8ec.] Without 
the city, where was the camp of the enemy be- 
fieging it: then behold the flain with the fword, the 
{word of the enemy; who by fallying out of the 
city upon them, or by endeavouring to make their 
efcape into the country, fell into their hands, and 
were flain by them. And if I enter into the city; 
the city of Ferufalem: then bebold them that are fick. 
with the famine, yuft ready to die, being ftarved 
for want of provifions ; and multitudes dead, and 
their carcafes lying in the ftreets unburied: the 
prophet does not make mention of the dead in- 
deed, only of the fick with famine; the reafon of 
which, Kimchi fays, is, becaufe the fick were more 
than the dead. Yea, both the prophet and the prieft 
go about into a land that they know not, into the 
land of Chaldea, a ftrange and foreign country, 
whither they were carried captive, both in the times 
of Feboiakim and of Zedekiah, and whither they 
might go in ways far about : and this feems to be 
underftood of falfe prophets and wicked priefts, 
that had led the people about, and had caufed them 
to wander from the ways of God and his worthip ; 
and therefore, in righteous retaliation, they are led 
in round-about-ways to a land unknown to them : 
tho’ fome think that the true prophets and priefts 
of the Lord may be meant, as Ezekiel and Daniel, 
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who were carried captive inte Babylon’: others _ 
interpret them of fuch going about in the land of 
Fudea feeking for bread and water, or food, in the 
the time of the famine; but they know nota, as the 
laft claufe may be literally rendered, that is, men 
know them not, take no notice of them, fhow no 
regard to them, and give them no relief; the fa- 
mine being fo fore, that every one was for him- 
felf, and could afford no fuccour to rs, even 
to the prophets and priefts. Some render the 
words, yea, the prieft and the prophet make mer- 
chandife againft the land; or, thro’ the land", by 
deceiving the people with their falfe prophecies : 
or rather, go about the land making merchandife +; 
of the fouls of men; fee 2 Pet. ii. 3. making a 
gain of their vifions and prophecies : aud they know 
not; the people are not aware of their deception 
and falfhood. The Targum is, ** for even the {cribe 
‘* and the prieft are turned to their own negotia- 
“* tions or merchandifes, to that which is in the 
‘“¢ Jand, neither do they enquire ;” they minded 
their own affairs, and enquired not for, nor fought 
after the peoples good. was 
¥. 19. Haft thou utterly rejecied Fudab? 8cc.} 
The prophet, tho’ forbid, proceeds to prayers and 
expoftulations on account of this people, the peo- 
ple of the two tribes of Fudab and Benjamin: or, 
in rejecting haft thou rejected Fudab*? from being 
a nation, from being under thy care and protec- 
tion? haft thou caft them away, and wilt thou 
fuffer them to go into captivity as the ten tribes ? 
what 7udeb, whom the Lord had chofen, and where 
was his dwelling-place ? what Fadab, from whom 
the chief ruler, the Meffiah, was to come? what 
Judah, from whom the fcepter was not to depart, 
nor a lawgiver from between his feet, till Sdz/ob 
came ? and what wilt thou reject, and utterly re- 
ject this tribe, upon which fo many favours have 
been beftowed, and from which fo much is ex- 
pected ? Hath thy foul loathed Zion ? whom thou 
haft formerly fo much loved and delighted in, and 
chofen for thine habitation ; Zion, the joy of the 
whole earth, and a perfection of beauty. Why haft 
thou {mitten us, and there is no healing for us ? 
brought upon them his judgments; or, however, 
was about to bring them upon them, famine, 
fword, and captivity ; and there was no deliver- 
ance from them, no way to efcape them, no re- 
lief, no remedy, or no healing, as in 2 Chron. 
xxxvi. 16. We looked for peace; as the falfe pro-- 
phets foretold ; or thro’ alliance with neighbouring. 
nations, even all fafety and profperity; and had no. 
notion of defolation and war: and there is no good; 
as was promifed and expected, but all the reverfe : 
and for the time of healing, national and civil dif- 
orders, from which might have been hoped for a 
train of bleffings: and bebold trouble; fears, frights, 
perplexities and diftreffes ; trouble from without, 
and from within. The Targum is, “* a time 
“‘ of pardon of fins, and behold punifhment of 
“cc fins.” : Ab: ® 
y¥, 20. We acknowledge, O Lord, our wickedné/s, 
and the iniquity of our fathers, &c.] This is faid 
by the prophet, in the name of the few faithful 
that were among this people, who pi of 
their own fins, the fins of their ant » and 
which they ingenuoufly confefs ; their fathers had 
finned, and they had imitated them, and conti- 
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nued in the fame, and therefore might juftly ex- 
pect the difpleafure of the Lord, and his contro- 
verfy with them: for we have finned againft thee , 
fee ‘the note on ¥. 7. ; 
- y¥. 21. Do not abbor us, for thy name fake, &c.] 
Which was called upon them, and which they 
called upon; they deferved to be abhorred, they 
had done thofe things which might juftly render 
them abominable, being what was abhorrent to 
him ; and they deprecate this, not for their own 
fake, who were unworthy of any favour, but for 
his own fake, for the fake of his honour and glory, 
which as it is dear to the Lord, fo to his people. 
Do not difgrace the throne of thy glory, either Feru- 
falem, as Kimchi, which was the city of the great 
_ King, where he had his throne and palace, and 
which is called the throne of the Lord, ch. iii. 17. 


‘or the houfe of the fanétuary, the temple, as Far- 


chi; fee ch. xvii. 12. refpeét feems to be had to 
the mercy-feat upon the ark, over which were the 
cherubim of glory, between which the Lord dwelt; 
and they pray, that tho” they were worthy of dif- 
grace themielves, and to be taken and carried cap- 
tive into a ftrange land, yet they intreat that the 
Lord would not difgrace his own glorious habita- 
tion, by fuffering the city and the temple, and the 
atk in it, to be deftroyed: remember thy people, 
Zion, as before; or the promifes made to them, 
the covenant, as follows: break not thy covenant 
with us; God never breaks his covenant, tho’ 
man does; it may fometimes feem to be broken, 
when his church and people are in diftrefs and af- 
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fliction ; but he’ll never break the covenant he has 
made, or fuffer his faithfulnefS to fail ; yet though 
he does not, it is proper and neceflary oftentimes 
to pray in this manner to God, for the encourage- 
ment of faith in him, and expectation of good 
things from him. 

¥. 22. Are there any among the vanities of the 
Gentiles that can caufe rain? &c.| ‘The bleffing 
wanted ; none of the idols of the Gentiles, called 
vanities, becaufe it was a vain thing to apply to 
them, or hope for any ‘thing from them, none of 
thefe could give a fhower of rain; tho’ the name 
of one of their idols was Jupiter Imbrius*, or Plu- 
vius, the god of rain, yet he could not make nor 
give a fingle drop; as Baal, in the times of Abad, 
when there was a drought, could not. Or can the 
heavens give Juowers ? trom whence they defcend, 
and which are the fecond caufes of rain; even 
thefe could not of themfelves, and much lefs hea- 
then deities. Art not thou be, O Lord our God? 
the everlafting and unchangeable he, or I AM, 
our covenant-God and Father, thou, and thou 
only, canft give rain; this is the peculiar of the 
great God himfelf ; fee 4s xiv. 17. Therefore we 
will wait upon thee; for rain, by prayer and fup- 
plication, and hope for it, and wait the Lotd’s 
own time to give it: for thou haft made all thefe 
things ; the rain and its fhowers, who have no 
other father than the Lord, Yod xxxviii. 28. alfo 
the heavens from whence it defcends, and the earth 
on which it falls, are made by him, who reftrains 
and gives it at pleafure. | 
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HIS chapter contains the Lord’s anfwer to 

the prophet’s prayers, in which he declares 
himfelf inexorable, and had refolved on the ruin 
of the Yewi/h nation for their fins ; the prophet’s 
complaint of the hardfhips he endured, notwith- 
ftanding his fincerity and integrity; and the Lord’s 
promife of protection and deliverance, in cafe of 
his continuance in the faithful difcharge of his of- 
fice. The Lord denies the requeft of the pro- 
phet, by obferving, that if even Mo/es and Samuel 
had been the interceffors for the people, he would 
not have regarded them, being determined upon 
cafting them out, and fending them away captive, 
y. 1, their punifhment is declared, which was re- 
folved on; fome for death, or the peftilence ; 
others for the fword; others for famine ; and 
others for captivity ; and others to be devoured 
by dogs, and fowls, and wild beafts, y. 2, 3. the 
caufe of which were their fins, particularly their 
idolatry in the times of Manaffeb, y. 4. wherefore 
they fhould have no pity from men, nor would 
the Lord any more repent of the evil threatened, 
of which he was weary, becaufe of their many 
backflidings, ¥. 5, 6. which deftruction being de- 
termined, is illuftrated by a defcription of the in- 
ftrument of it; by the multitude of widows, and 
the diftrefs of mothers bereaved of their children, 
¥. 7, 8, 9. on which the prophet takes up a com- 
plaint of his being born for ftrife and contention, 


and of his being curfed by the people, though no 
ufurer, ¥. 10. when he is comforted with a pro- 
mife of being ufed well by the enemy, both he and 
his remnant, y. r1. but as for the people of the 
Fews in general, they would never be able to 
withftand the northern forces, the army of the 
Chaldeans ; their riches and fubftance would be de- 
livered into their hands, and their perfons alfo be 
carried captive into a ftrange land, and the pro- 
phet along with them, becaufe of their fins, and 
the wrath of God for them, ¥. 12, 13, 14. upon * 
which the prophet prays to the Lord who knew 
him, that he would remember and vifit him, and 
avenge him of his perfecutors, and not take him 
away in his long fuffering ; he urges, that he had 
fuffered rebuke and reproach for his fake; that he 
was called by him to his office, which he had 
chearfully entered on; he had his miffion, com- 
miffion, and meffage from him, which he received _ 
with the greateft pleafure, fignified by eating his 
words with joy; and that he had not affociated 
himfelf with mockers and {coffers at religion, and 
the word of God; and therefore expoftulates why 
he fhould be put to fo much pain, and be ufed 
as he was, ¥. 15, 16, 17, 18. wherefore the Lord” 
promifes, that upon condition of doing his work 
faithfully, he fhould be preferved, protected, and 
delivered, ¥. 19, 20, 21. 


i: 
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P 3. ¢. 2. in fine, was a tub, which in time of drought they opened; from whence, as they pretended, clouds came forth, and 


watered all the country. Near Rome was a ftone called Lapis 


analis, which being brought into the city, was faid to caufe rain. 


A like fable is told of water being in the forehead of Jupiter Lyceus, which being fhook by an oaken branch in the hand of a 
prieft, gathered clouds, and produced plentiful fhowers of rain when wanted ; but thefe, with others, are all fables and lies. Seg 
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y. 1. Then foid the Lord unto me, 8c.) In an-y faith the Lord, 8&cc.] Or, four families *, and thefe 


fwer to his expoftulations and intreaties, ch, xiv. 
19—22: tho’ Mofes and Samuel ftood before me 5 
to pray before me, as the Zi argum 5 tO make. in- 
terceffion for the people. Standing is a prayer- 
gefture. The ews fay there is no ‘ftanding but 
prayer, or that is meant, when it is mentioned ; 
fee the note on Mett. vi. 5. Mo/es and Samuel were 
named, becaufe they were eminent for prayer, and 
had fuccefs in it, for the people of J/rael. Of Mo/es, 
fee Exod. xxxii. 11, 31, 52. Numb. xiv. 17, 18, 19. 
and of Samuel, fee 1 Sam. vii. g. and of both, P/- 
xcix. 6. The Arabic verfion reads, Mo/es and 
Aaron, but wrongly. The Papijts make ufe of 
this text to prove the interceffion of faints in hea- 
ven for thofe on earth; but the words are only a 
fuppofition, and not a fact. The meaning is, that 
fuppofing that Mo/es and Samuel were alive, and 
made interceffion for the people, their prayers would 
not be regarded; and fuch a fuppofition, as it fug- 
gefts that they were not alive, fo that they did not 
ftand before him, and make interceffion for Fudab; 
wherefore this is againft, and not for, the inter- 
ceffion of faints in heaven: yet my mind could not 
be towards this people; God could have no. good 
will to them, no delight in them; could not be 
reconciled to them, or agree to it, that the favours 
afked for fhould be granted them, or that they 
fhould be continued in their own land; and there- 
fore it was in vain for the prophet to folicit on 
their account ; but, on the other hand, it is or- 
dered as follows: cajt them out of my fight , or pre- 
fence; as perfons loathfome and abominable, not 
to be borne; I can’t look upon them, or have any 
thing to fay to them in a favourable way: aud let 
them go forth ; from my prefence, from the temple, 
the city, and out of their own land; that is, de- 
clare that fo it fhall be. 

y.2. And it foall come to pafs, if they Jay unto 
thee, &c.| As doubtlefs they will, when this mef- 
fage is brought to them: whither jhall we go forth ? 
in a jeering fcornful manner, not believing that 
this would be their cafe: sen thou fhalt tell them, 
thus faith the Lord, fuch as are for death, to death, 
fuch as were appointed to death, or to die by the 
peftilence, which is often fignified by death; they 
fhall go forth unto it; or it fhall meet them, and 
_ feize upon them, and take them away: and fuch 
as are for the fword, to the fword, who are ap- 
pointed to die by the fword of the enemy, into 
whofe hands they fhould fall by attempting to 
efcape out of the city, fhall perifh by it: and fuch 
as are for the famine, to the famine; {uch as are ap- 
pointed to die by that, fhall die of it in the city ; 
where they fhall be befieged, and not be able to 
get out to fetch in any provifions, and where none 
can be brought, becaufe of the enemy: and fuch 
as are for the captivity, to the captivity; fuch as are 
fpared from the peftilence, fword and famine, and 
are defigned to be carried captive into a ftrange 
land, fhall be taken and carried thither; nor will 
it be in their power, or in any other’s, to hinder 
any of the above things, to which they are ap- 
pointed of God. According to the Fews, the lat- 
ter of thefe is more grievous than the former; as 
the fword than death, and famine than the fword, 
fo captivity than them all ”. 

¥. 3. And I will appoint over them four kinds, 
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very devouring ones ; that is, four forts of punifh- 
ment; and fo the Zargum, ** four evil punifh- 
** ments ;” which are after-mentioned. Thefe are 
reprefented as under God, and at his beck and 
command; fervants of his that go and come at 
his pleafure, and do his will; and as being over 
men, and having power and authority to kill and 
to deftroy by a divine commiffion: the fword to 
flay ; the firft and chief of the four families or 
punifhments, which had a commiffion from the 
Lord to fheath itfelf in his people, the Fews; even 
the fword of the enemy, the Chaldeans, drawn a- 
gainft them by a divine order and appointment : 
and the dogs to tear , the carcafes of thofe that are 
flain with the {word: or, to draw’; as the word 
fignifies; it being the ufual way of dogs to draw 
and drag the flefh about they are feeding on : this 
is another of the four families, and a very vora- 
cious one it is: and the fowls of the heaven, and 
the beafis of the earth to devour and deftray, or, to 
eat, and ¢o corrupt the bodies of thofe that are flain 
by the fword. The meaning is, that fuch fhould 
not have a burial, but fhould be the food of fowls 
and wild beafts: thefe are the other two deftroy- 
ing families, which have their commiffion from 
the Lord for fuch fervice. ’ 
¥.4. And I will caufe them to be removed into all 
kingdoms of the earth, &c,| Not only into Ba- 
bylon, but into other countries; which has had its 
full accomplifhment in this their laft captivity by 
the Romans: or, I will give them for a commotion * ; 
fhaking and trembling; they fhall be like Cain, 
fugitives and vagabonds, and be in fear and tremb- 
ling every where, for what is, or is about to 
come upon them: or, for horror unto all kingdoms * ; 
all that fee the calamities and judgments that come 
upon them will be ftruck with dread and horror, 
plainly feeing the hand of the Lord in them : de- 
caufe of Manafeh the fon of Hezekiah king of Fudab x 
becaufe of the idolatry and murder committed by 
him ; and which were the more aggravated, by 
having fo good a parent, and fo religious an edu- 
cation, and by his high office and dignity as king 
of Fudabh; and tho’ thefe fins were perfonally for- 
given him, yet being imitated and continued in 
by the Yews, captivity is threatened them. The 
Targum is, ‘* becaufe they turned not (or were not 
“< converted) as Manaffeh;” and fo in the Talmud », 
becaufe Manaffeb repented, and they did not; but 
this fenfe the words will not bear, becaufe of 
what goes before, of which thefe are a reafon ; 
and becaufe of what follows after, which are con- 
nected with them: for that which he did in Feru- 
Jalem , the innocent blood he fhed there, and the 
idolatrous worfhip he there fet up; even where the 
temple was, the place of God’s worfhip, and which 
was the metropolis of the nation, and fo fet an 
example, which muft influence the whole country. 
¥. 5. For who fhall have pity upon thee, O Feru- 
falem? &c.] The inhabitants of it; their fins 
being fo many, and fo heinous, and fo aggravated, 
and fo deferving of punifhment, that none could 
pity their cafe, or put on bowels of compaffion to- 
wards them, or even fpare rep ing them : 
or who frall bemoan thee? fympathize and condole 
with thee, or fpeak a comfortable word to thee, 
or feek to alleviate thy grief and forrow: or who 
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Joall go afide to afk how thou dof ? or, of thy peace‘; 
fhall not think it worth their while to go a ftep 
out of their way, or turn into a houfe, and en- 
quire of thy welfare, or falute thee. 

¥. 6. Thou haft forfaken me, faith the Lord, &c.] 
His worfhip, as the Yargum,; and had fet up 
idols, and idol-worfhip; and this was the caufe 
of the fword, peftilence, famine and captivity, and 
of all the evils that betel them: thou art gone back- 
ward; from the law of the Lord, and from his 
‘ pure worfhip and fervice, from his ways, and from 
his ordinances ; and therefore it was but juft they 
fhould go into captivity; hence it follows : there- 
fore will I firetch out mine hand againft thee, and 
deftroy thee; his hand of power and vengeance, 
which, when ftretched out, and falls with weight, 
whether on particular perfons, or on a nation, 
brings inevitable ruin and deftruction with it: J 
am weary with repenting ; not that the Lord ever 
changes his mind, or the counfel of his will; in 
this fenfe he is without repentance; but the con- 
duct of his providence, and the difpenfations of 
it; not executing the threatnings denounced, but 
fparing them a little longer, fhewing mercy, and ex- 
ercifing patience and long-fuffering ; but now he 
was as one weary and tired out, and was deter- 
mined to bear no longer with them, but ftir up all 
his wrath againft them, and deftroy them. 


¥. 7. I will fan them with a fan in the gates of 


the land, &c.| Either of their own land, the land 
of Fudea ; and fo the Septuagint verfion, in the gates 
of my people; alluding to the cuftom of winnow- 
ing corn in open places ; and by fanning is meant 
the difperfion of the Hews, and their being car- 
ried captive out of their own land into other coun- 
_tries : or of the land of the enemy, into their cities, 
as the Targum paraphrafes it; gates being put for 
them frequently ; whither they fhould be fcattered 
by the fan of the Lord; for what was done by 
the enemy, as an inftrument, is afcribed to him : 
I will bereave them of children; which fhall die of 
famine or peftilence, or by the fword, or in cap- 
tivity: I will defirey my people; which muft be 
when children are cut off, by which families, towns, 
cities and kingdoms are continued and kept up ; 
and this he was refolved to do, tho’ they were his 
people : fith they return not from their ways; their 
evil ways, which they had gone into, forfaking the 
ways of God, and his worfhip: or, yet they return 
not from their ways *; tho’ fanned with the fan of 
affliction, bereaved of their children, and threatened 
with deftruction : it exprefles their obftinate con- 
tinuance in their evil ways, and the reafon of God’s 
dealing with them as above. 
y¥. 8. Their widows are increafed to me above the 
fand of the feas, &c.| Their hufbands being flain; 
not in the times of Abaz, when an hundred: and 
twenty thoufand men were flain in one: day in Fu- 
dab, by Pekah the fon of Remaliah, 2 Chron. xxviii. 
6. as Kimchi thinks ; but in the times of Zedekiab, 
at the fiege of Ferufalem, and the taking of it, and 
in the Babylonifh captivity before predicted. The 
children of J/rae] were to be as the fand'of the fea, 
and were very numerous ; and here the widows are 
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faid to be fo too, their hufbarids, who were nume- 
rous, being dead ; and this, as it was of the Lord, 
fo it was in his fight, and according to his coun- 
fel and will. Mention is made of /eas; in the plu- 
ral numiber, there being many in or near Fudea, 
as the Red fea, the fea of Galilee, and the Medi- 
terranean fea: I have brought upon them againft the 
mother of the young men, a f{poiler at noon-day , that 
is, he would bring upon the Jews, againft the 
mother of the young men, or mothers of them ; for 
the young men being deftroyed by the fpoiler, it 
was againft them; a calamity upon them, and a 
diftrefs unto them, who have generally a tender 
concern for them. The Targum is, ‘‘ againft the 
** company of their young men ;” the Fews; or 
again{t Ferufalem, the mother-city, the metropolis 
of the nation, full of young men fit for war: or, 
againft the mother, that is, Ferufalem, a young 
man °, meaning Nebuchadnezzar, who came againtt 
Ferufalem in the firft year of his reign; and, as 
fome fay, in the eighteenth year of his age, and 
who came not as a thief in the night, but as a 
fpoiler at noon-day ; not in a fecret, infidious man- 
ner, but openly and with force of arms making 
his way thro’ the land to Ferufalem, in defiance of 
the ews, and in the face of them: and I have 
caufed him to fall upon it fuddenly ; that is, upon 
the city of Ferufalem ; for tho’ he came openly, his 
march was quick, and he was prefently at fera- 
falem, and laid fiege to it at once: and terrors upon 
the city; or, city and terrors’; the city was im- 
mediately filled with terrors at the appearance of 
Nebuchadnezzar and his army. R. Fofeph Kimchi 
interprets it, an army and terrors, from 1 Sam. 
xXvili. 16. the Babylonian monarch, at the head of 
his army, which fpread terrors where he came. 
Some render the word from Dan. iv. 13, 23. @ 
watcher and terrors ® ; meaning the Chaldean army, 
called watchers, ch. iv. 16. The Targum is, “ 1 
‘* will bring an army upon them fuddenly, and 
“< deftroy their cities ;” it fhould be rendered, alie- 
nation of mind and terrors; from the ufe of the 

word “yy in the Arabic language *. 
¥. 9. She that hath born feven, languifbeth, &c.] 
Either the mother that has born many children, 
feven being put for a large number, now being 
able to bear no more, and being bereaved of what 
fhe had, and who were her ftaff and’ fupport, and 
from whom fhe had her expeétation, faints away, 
and dies thro’ grief and trouble; or Feru/alem, 
which formerly abounded with young men, is now 
in a forlorn and deftitute ftate; her children, the 
inhabitants of it, being flain with the fword, or 
dying of famine and the peftilence. In the Ta/- 
mud *, this is interpreted of feven wicked kings of 
Tirael, as Feroboam, Baafha, Ahab, Febu, Pekab, 
Menachem and Hofhea ; and elfewhere of feven kings 
of Fudah, thus reckoned, Fehoram, Foafh, Abaz, 
Manafeh, Amon, Feboiakim and Zedekiah *: fhe hath 
given up the ghoft; or, blowed out her foul'; her 
breath departs; no life can be kept in her; fhe 
faints away at the calamities coming on her : her. 
funis gone down while it was yet day; the darknefs 
of affliction, and the evening of diftrefs and ca- 
lamity 
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lamity came upon her fooner than was expected, 
whilft in the midft of peace and profperity that 
was promifed, and hoped to be enjoyed for a long 
time to come; fee Amos viii. g: fhe hath been 
afoamed and confounded, of her vain hope, truft 
and confidence: and the refidue of them will I de- 
liver to the fword before their enemies, faith the 
Lord; that is, fuch who died not of the famine 
and pettilence, but at the breaking up of the city 
endeavoured to make their efcape, thefe. fell into 
the hands of the enemy, and perifhed by the fword, 
as the Lord here predicts ; for whatfoever he fays 
certainly comes to pafs. 

y¥. 10. Wo is me, my mother, that thou-haft born 
me a man of ftrrife, &c.| Not that the prophet 
was a quarrelfome and contentious man, but others 
quarrelled and contended with him, and that for 


no other reafon than for his faithful difcharge of 


his office, under which he ought to have been eafy ; 
but being a man of like paffions with others, wifhes 
he had never been born, than to meet with fo much 
trouble ; and feems to blame _his. mother for 
bearing him; or however looked upon himfelf to 
be a miferable man thro’ his birth, and that he 
was deftined from thence to this forrow: aud.a 
man of contention to the whole earth ; or land; the 
land of ‘fudea, the inhabitants of it, as the Tar- 
gum , for with no other had Feremiab to do; and it 
were thefe only that contended with him, becaufe 
he brought a difagreeable meflage to them, con- 
cerning their captivity: I have neither lent on ufury, 
nor men have lent to me on ufury; which was not 
lawful with the Yews to do; and therefore fuch 
were curfed that did it: but this is not to be re- 
ftrained to this particular branch of traffic, which 
was not ufual; but has refpect to, all trade and 
commerce; and the meaning is, that.the prophet 
did not concern himfelf with fecular. affairs; but 
attended to the duties of his office ; he carried, on 
no negotiations with men, -he was neither a cre- 
ditor nor a debtor ; had nothing to do with pecu- 


tentions, quarrels and law-fuits; and -yet notwith~ 
ftanding could not. be free from ftrife and debate : 
yet every one of them do curfe me; that is, every one 
of the inhabitants of the land. of Fudea,:.fo much 
known were Yeremiah and his prophecies ;,thefe 
flighted and fet light by both him and. his pre- 
dictions ; and wifhed the vileft;imprecations, upon 
him for -his .meffages to. them. The word here 
ufed is compounded of two words, or derived, from 
two roots, as Kimchi obferves; the one fignifies to 
make light or vilify, in oppofition; to, honour and 
glory.; and the other to curfe, in oppofition, to 
blefling ; and this is often the-cafe of the minifters 
of the word, not only.to.be flighted.and defpifed, 
but to be defamed and..curfed ; fee, 1 Cor.iv. 
T2839: $n 
y. 11. The Lord faid, $&&c.}_ In anfwer, to. the 
prophet’s complaint : verily it hall be well with thy 
remnant ; not with the remnant. of -his people, or 
thofe that fhould efcape the threatened calamities ; 
~ but the fenfe is, that it fhould be well with himein 
his latter end; the remainder of his days fhould 
be comfortable, or be fpent in peace and profpe- 
rity; and fo the Targum, ‘‘ if thine end fhall not 
** be for good.” The words are in the form of 
an oath, as Kimchi and Ben Melech obferve; and 
the meaning is, that if it is not well with thee in 
thy lait days, then fay I am unfaithful, and not 
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true to:my word. According to Donz/b, cited by 
Jarchi, the word tranflated remnant, has the fig- 
nification of loofing ; and he renders it, # J Joo/é 
thee not for good™; which accordingly was done, 
Fer. xl, 4. and this fenfe is confirmed by the note 
of the Maj/orites: verily I will caufe the enemy to 
intreat thee well; or, if I do not, &c: for itis alfo 
in the form of an oath, as before, as Farcbi notes ; 
and fo it was, Nebuchadnezzar gave chargeto Ne- 
buzaradan the captain of the guard to look well to 
him, and do him no harm; who, when he’ loofed 
him, gave him his choice to go with him to Ba- ~ 
bylon, or continue in the land, ‘Yer. xx¥xix, IF, 12. 


and, xl. 4. or, verily I will, or foall I not intreat 


the enemy for thee *? and:make him gentle and hu- 
mane, {o. that he fhall ufe thee kindly. Fareb? 
interprets this of Zedekiah and his:courtiers feek~ 
ing to Yeremiab, inthe time of their diftrefs, to 
pray for them, ch; xxxvii. 2. and to which fenfe 
the Targum inclines, ‘if they fhall not ¢ome and 
“* help thee,” ce: im the time of evil; and in the 


time. of affliction, when the city is taken, and the 


people carrying captive. ee 
¥. 42. Shall iron break the northern iron, and the 


Jficel 2] Can iron break iron, efpecially that which 
comes from the north, which was harder than the 


comimon iron, or fteel the hardeft of ‘all? tho’ the 
jews were hard as iron, they could not prevail 
againft, and overcome Yeremiah, who was. made 


}an iron pillar, and brazen walls againft them, ch- 


i, 18. and fo thefe words are fpoken for his com~ 
fort and encouragement : or they may relpeét the 
Jews and the Chaldeans; and the fenfe be, that the 
ews, as mighty and.as {trong as they fancied 


themfelves to be, and boafted that they were, they 


could not find themfelves a’ match for the’ Obaldean 


army, which came out of the north 5 and may be 


faid to be as hard as, the northern irony which eame 
from the Chalybes, a people in the? north; ‘near 


Pontus, from whom fteel has its name in the Latin 
tongue ; and this fenfe agrees with what follows. 
niary affairs ;, which often.occafion ftrifes and. con- } 
| 20 the Jpoil without price, 8tc.] 
{ubftance and. treafure ; for -it’ does not® appeat 
that he had any; at leaft to require’ fo. muéh’ no- 


¥.13- Thy fubjtance and thy treafures will T give 
ot the prophet’s 


tice 5, but the fubftance and  treafure of the people - 
of the Fews, to. whom thefe words ‘ate’ direéted $ 
thefe the Lord threatened fhould be’ delivered’ into 
the hands of their: enemies, and become & fpoil 
and,, free booty to them, for whieh they fhould 
give nothing, and which fhould never be rédeemed 
again send: that for all thy fins; ‘even in-all thy 
borders ;, this fpoiling of their fubftance thevld be- 
fal them becaufe of their fits, which'the¥ Kad'eom= 
mitted in all the borders of their Jand}* here they 
had ‘built their high places, ahd “had'fét *up \idola- 
trous worfhip ; or elie the meaning9s} that’ their 
fubftance|and treafure invall their’ bordets, int every 
part of the land, fhould be ‘the plunder of their 
enemies, becaufe of ‘their fins; 9° 7 a a aaa Ria 
¥..14. 4nd I will make thee to pafs with thine 

enemies, &c.} Not Feremiaky) but the Fer 
whom :thefe words are: continued. ‘I 
is, that! they fhouldgo a 


out of their own land into theirs: — 
which thou knoweft not, the land of 
there is another reading: of the w 
gin, I will caufe thee to-ferve thine entmiés*, in a 
land.that thou knoweft not ; which is followed by 
the Targum, Septuagint, Syriac and clectiB rerfions 


* ya ay 
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Some render the words, J A ‘bing thine enemies 
from, or thro’ a land that thou knoweft not Ps the 
place from whence they came, and thofe thro’ 
which they came being at a great diftance: for 4 
fire is kindled in’ mine aiiger, which fall burn upon 
you meaning the wrath of God, compared to; 
fire, which was kindled and excited by their fins, 
and which would continue upon them, until it 
had deftroyed them. 
¥. 15. O Lord, thou knoweft, &c.} All perfons 
and things ; he knew the prophet and his heart, 
and all that was init ; his innocence and integrity 5 
all his afflictions, dnd! what he met with from his 
enemies ; and he knew them, and all their mali- 
cious defigns againft him : remember me, with the 
favour which he bore to his own people, his co- 
venant with him, his promifes to. him, and the 
word on which he had caufed him to hope; becaufe 
of his trials and troubles he might feem to be for- 
gotten by him: and vifit me,‘ in mercy for good; 
and fo the Tar. gum adds, ** that thou mayeft do 
“well unto me:” and revenge'me of my perfecu- 
tors; not fo much for his own fake; unlef§ this 
is to be attributed to his frailty and infirmity, to 
the warmth of his fpirit, being a man of like paf- 
fions with others ; for private revenge ought not 
to be fought by good men, but for the fake of 
God and, his glory, In whofe caufe he was en- 
gaged, and on whofe account he was perfecuted : 
Sie me not away in -thy long-fuffering ; whilft thou 
art bearing with others, don’t take me away by 
death; or faffer them, whom thou doft forbear, to 
take me away, of give them, an opportunity there- 
by fo to do; or when thy long-fuffering 1s at an 
end, don’t involve me in the fame calamity with 
them. The 7 argum is,‘ ‘do not give delay to 
“ my injury;” or, “ length to my affliction ;” 
that is, do not delay to take vengeance on my per; | 
fecutors ; arid to’ this ‘fenfe. Farchi, inter rets.. it, | 
“ do not take my catife, and leave it to thy long- | 
“-fuffering, but. Haften.and:dvenge me ;” and, De 
Dien propotes' fuch a rendering of the words, fo 
thy long: -fuffering do not bring me; and which fenfe 
is favoured’ by the Septuagint verfion :, know,. that 
for thy, fake I have fuffered rebukes let it appear, 
and that even to mine enemies, that it is for. thy 
fake that'all this’ reproach, is, caft upon me ;,.and 
all thefe afflictions are endured | by me, by thy. xe- 
ree: of their cartiage to me, , 
£16! Thy words were. found, and I did eat them, | 
ze age The ‘meffages he- ‘was called’ to gating unto 
others, appeared to him to be of. God, they | 1 
were as welcome to him as food is to an err 
man ; he chearfully received them, treafured them 
up in his memory, digefted them in his mind, and 
carefully retained them. So the doétrines of the. 
gofpel, which are the words of God, and not of 
men, when by fearching and clofe application they 
are found in the fcriptures, and under the miniftry 
of the word, they are food to fouls: fweet, favouty, F 
wholefome, nrg an ‘tet ee ait a5 
mies tieard externally affnted mit 
tficially tafted of; Teter faten, 2 as” Bes iePs 
salt was by him ; and which’ is done by’: faith, 
va, neta 
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phet was fent ‘with, even thofe which denounced 
grievous things againft his people in cafe of impe- 
nitence, were gladly received by him, and he readily 
delivered them, hoping that they would be.a means. 
of bringing them to a fenfe of, their fins, and to 
repentance for them, and fo of preferving them. 
from ruin ; and efpecially thofe words or doétrines. 
he had in commiffion to deliver, which refpeéted, 
the Meffiah, his perfon, offices, kingdom, righte-, 
oufnefs and. grace ; the calling of the Gentiles, 
and the enlargement of the intereft of Chrift; the 
glory of his.name, and the profperity of his peo-, . 
ple, in the latter day. The word of the gofpels; 
when received and eat by faith, whether by, mini- 
{ters or people, is productive of fpiritual, joy. and 
pleafure ; the promifes of it being exceeding pre- 
cious ; and the doctrines of it, doétrines:of grace, 
falvation, peace, pardon and righteoufnefs by Chrift, 
who is the fum and fubftance of them : for I am 
called by thy name, O Lord God of hofts ,, what. ad- 
ded to his joy was, that the name of the Lord, 
was called upon him, or that he was called a pro- 
phet of the Lord : this he looked upon.as an high 
honour done him; and what ftill more increafed 
his joy was, that he was a prophet, not of Baal, 
that could not beat nor help his prophets and.wer~ 
fhippers ; but of the Lord God: of hofts, and. ar- 
mies, who was able to uphold him, protect and. 
defend him, againft his enemies. | 

W414. 1, fat. not in the affembly of the mosker’, nor 
| Tejoiced, &c. | With them; the mockers ;. or, thofé 
that make merry"; as the word is rendered... in 
ch.'xxx, 19,.and xxxi.4. and,fo the 7: argui,.<<thofe 
<¢ that fing ;? and dance and live jovially,; -with 
‘thefe).the prophet. did not. affociate himfelf;.. fuch 
levity being unfuitable to his, character .as.a pro- 
| phet, and te thofe grievous meflages he was charged 
with ;and tho’ he had joy; it.was of another kind ; 
it was not carnal, but fpiritual ; not outward, but 
inward ;,.and what. arofe, from. the word.-of. the 
Lord, being found and eat by him. .,Moreoyer, 
there, were fome, things which. he was obliged, by 
his office; to, deliver, that were very diftne 
him, \dnd made him very melancholy ; ;fo},that),he 
fhunned, all. company and diverfion, which might 
have been lawfully énjoyed:, for this, is not, tobe 
underftood, of the mee 8 or counel of oa wick: 
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ple againft him, becaufe of his prophecies ; or with 
indignation againft them, becaufe of their fins ; 
or with denunciations of wrath he was to deliver 
to them ; and fo the Targum, ** for thou haft filled 
‘¢ me with a prophecy of curfing.” 

¥.18. Why is my pain perpetual? &c.) The 
pain of his mind; his uneafinefs for the good of 
his people, which was likely to laft, having no 
hope of a change for the better: or it may defign 
the pain which they gave him by their reproaches 
and perfecutions of him, which feemed as if they 
would have no end: and my wound incurable, which 
refufeth to be healed? the fame thing is meant as 
before. The allufion is to an old ulcer, or obfti- 
nate wound, which no medicine can affect, is defpe- 
rate and deadly; and fuch the prophet reckoned 
his cafe to be, or however deprecates it, and expo- 
ftulates with God why it fhould be fo: wilt thou 
be altogether unto me as a liar, and as waters that 
fail? fuch God cannot be, nor did the prophet 
think he was; he knew that he was God that 
could not lie, and that he was faithful to his pro- 
mifes, and would not difappoint the faith, hope 
and expectations of his people ; but he feared he 
would be thought to be fo by others, by his ene- 
mies, who would triumph over him, and fay, where 
is thy God? did he not promife to make thee a 
defenced city, an iron pillar, and brazen walls ? 
is he as good as his word? is he not like a dry 
brook, whofe waters fail? are not thy hope and 
expectation in vain, who haft been trufting to him, 
and depending on him? and it is as if the pro- 
phet fhould fay, Lord, let them have no occafion 
to fpeak after this manner; nor fuffer my faith in 
thy promifes to fail; fhew thyfelf to be as thou 
art, 2 covenant-keeping God, and whofe faithful- 
ne{fs never fails : to which an anfwer is returned in 
the following verfes. 

¥. 19. Therefore thus faith the Lord, if thou re- 
turn, &c.] From thine unbelief, difidence and 
impenitence, and repent of them ; expreffed in the 
preceding verfes: then will I bring thee again; or, 
reftore thee* ; pardon his fin, and return him to 
his poft and place, to his office and miniftry in it, 
and confirm and eftablifh him therein: and thou 
foalt fiand before me; not only as a petitioner for 
the people ; fee ¥. 1. but as a fervant of the Lord, 
attending to his word, and waiting his orders, and 
ready to execute them. It denotes his ftability in 
his office: and if thou wilt take forth the precious 
from the vile, take precious truths, comparable to 
gold, filver and precious ftones ; truths more va- 
Juable and defirable than thoufands of gold and 
filver, from thofe dotrines which are worthlefs 
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and contemptible, comparable to wood, hay and 
ftubble, and every thing that is mean and vile; 
thefe, faithful minifters fhould feparate one from 
the other, and not mix and blend them together : 
or precious fouls, truly gracious ones, who are 
precious in the fight of God, are redeemed by 
Chrift, by his precious blood, and are adorned 
with the graces of the Spirit; thefe are to be diftin- 
guifhed from the vile, from finners impenitent and 
unbelieving, that live in fin, in defiance of the 
law, and in contempt of the gofpel; a difference 
is to be made between them ; delivering out com- 
fortable words to the one, and denouncing fevere 
threatnings to the other ; doing the reverfe of the 
falfe prophets, Ezek. xiii. 22: thou fhalt be as my 
mouth, to the people; fpeak what I command thee, 
and whatfoever thou fayeft fhall be as if I had 
fpoken it myfelf: Jet them return unto thee, but 
return not thou unto them, this is faid of the 
people of the Fews, to whom the prophet was 
fent ; and the fenfe is, that he fhould not at all 
comply with them, or conform to their humours, 
or flatter and footh them in their fins, as the falfe 
prophets did; but if they returned to him, at- 
tended on his miniftry, received his words and mef- 
fages, and agreed and conformed to him, and fol- 
lowed his directions and example, it would be very 
well; but otherwife, he was not in the leaft- to 
give way to them, or go into any finful compli- 
ance with them, either with refpe€t to doctrine or 
practice. 

¥.20. And I will make thee unto this people a 
fenced brazen wall, &c.] As he had promifed him, 
when he firft called him to his office, ch. i. 18. 
and fo would not be as a liar to him: and they 
fhall fight againft thee; by words and blows, by 
menaces and imprifonment : but they fhall not pre- 
vail againft thee; fo as to caufe him to call in his 
words, and contradiét his prophecies ; or {0 as to 
take away his life: for I am with thee, to fave 
thee, and deliver thee, faith the Lord; the prefence 
of God with his minifters is fufficient to fave and 
deliver them out of all their troubles, and to pro- 
tect and defend them againft all their enemies ; fee 
Matt. xxviii. 20. 

¥.21. And I will deliver thee out of the band of 
the wicked, &c.] ‘The wicked ews, Zedekiab and 
his courtiers, who imprifoned him: aud I will re- 
deem thee out of the hand of the terrible; as kings 
and great men of the earth feem to be; or, the 
violent, or frrong*, and mighty ; that were ftronger 
than he, that would ufe him with violence, and in- 
ject terror into him. 


CHAP. XVI. 


N this chapter the ruin and deftruétion of the 

ews is fet forth, and confirmed by the pro- 
phet’s being forbid to be merry, or to go into the 
houfe. of feafting or mourning, with the reafons 
thereof ; alfo the fins of the people, the caufe of 
it, are pointed at; and afterwards a promife of 
their reftoration is made; and the chapter is con- 


cluded with a prayer of the prophet, expreffing. 
his faith in the divine protection, and A che calling | 


of the Gentiles. After the preface or introduction, 
¥. 1, the prophet is forbid to take a wife, or have 
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any children, with the reafon of it; becaufe that 
parents and children would die of grievous deaths 
unlamented, and not .be buried, y. 2, 3,4. and 
he is alfo forbid to go into the houfe of mourning, 
becaufe peace, loving-kindnefs and paeey were 
taken from the people, and both great {mall 
would die, and no lamentation be made for them, 
nor have any burial alfo, ¥. 5, 6, 7. nor might he 
go into the houfe of feafting, becaufe the voice of 
joy and gladnefs would ceafe out of the land, ¥. 8, 
g. and upon the peoples enquiring the reafon S 
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all this, the prophet is bid to tell them, that it was 
for their forfaking the Lord and his worfhip, and 
for their idolatrous practices; of which they were 
more guilty than their forefathers, and therefore 
would be caft out of the land, and carried captive 
into a ftrange country, ¥. 10, 11, 12, 13. but 
after all this, they fhould be reftored again to their 
own land, and have.a greater deliverance than that 
out of Egypt, as they themfelves would own, y. 14, 
15. but before this would be, fifhers and hunters 
fhould be fent to diftrefs them, and all becaufe of 
their iniquities, which God’s eye was upon, and 
would recompenfe, ¥. 16, 17, 18. and the chap- 
ter is clofed with the prophet’s prayer, in which 
he exprefies his faith in the Lord, and in the con- 
verfion of the Gentiles, who would be convinced 
of their idolatry, and made to know the power 
and name of the Lord, y¥. 19, 20, 21. 


y. 1. The word of the Lord came unto me, faying,] 
The Targum is, the word of prophecy from the 
Lord: whether this is a new prophecy, or the for- 
mer continued, is not certain; the latter feems 
probable. This introduction is omitted in the 
Septuagint and Arabic verfions. 

¥. 2. Thou foalt not take thee a wife, &c.| Not 


becaufe it was unlawful; for it was lawful for pro-. 


phets to marry, and they did ; but becaufe it was 
not advifeable, on account of the calamities and 
diftrefles which were coming upon the nation ; 
which would be more bearable by him alone, than 
if he had a wife, which would increafe his care, 
concern, and forrow. Neither jhalt thou have fons 
nor daughters in this place; in Anathoth, fays Kim- 
chi, but itis moft likely that Yerufalem in parti- 
cular is. meant, tho’ the whole land of Fudea in 
’ general may be defigned ; and though nothing is 
more defirable than to have children to build up 
the family, and bear and continue a man’s name 
for futurity, yet in times of public calamity thefe 
do but add to the affliction. 

y. 3. For thus faith the Lord concerning the fons, 
and concerning the daughters that are born in this 
place, &c.| This is a reafon given, why the pro- 
phet fhould not, have, and why he fhould not be 
defirous to have, ions and daughters in fuch a 
place and country, devoted to deftruétion: and 
concerning their mothers that bare them, and concern- 
ing their fathers that begat them in this land; the 
land of Fudea, which fhows what is meant by the 
place before-mentioned ; both the one and the other, 
parents and children, fhould die there; this is what 
was determined by the Lord concerning them; and 
therefore it could notsbe a defirable thing for a 
man to have wife and children, whom he mutt 

art with in fuch an uncomfortable manner, as is 
after defcribed; and to fhew the certainty of which, 
the prophet is forbid to do as above. 

¥. 4. They foall die of grievous deaths, &c.] Such 
as the fword, famine, and peftilence. The Targum 
particularly adds famine. It may be rendered, 
deaths of difeafes, or fickneffes*, fuch as are brought 
on by long ficknefs and lingering diftempers; by 
which a man confumes gradually, as by famine, 
and is not fnatched away at once; and which are 
very gricyous to bear. They fhall not be lamented, 
neither foall they be buried, which two offices are 
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ufually done to the dead by théir furviving rela- 
tions; who mourn for them, and exprefs their 
grief by various geftures, and which efpecially 
were ufed by the eaftern natioas; and take care 
that they have a decent burial: but neither of thefe 
would now be, which is mentioned as an aggrava- 
tion of the calamity; that not only the deaths they 
fhould die of would be grievous ones, but after 
death no regard would be fhown them ; and that 
either becaufe there would be none to do thefe 
things for them; or they would be fo much taken 
up in providing for their own fafety, and fo much ° 
in concern for their own ‘prefervation, that they 
would not be at leifure to attend to the above 
things: but they /hall be as dung upon the face of the 
earth; lie and rot there, and be dung to the earth; 
which would be a juft retaliation for their filthy 
and abominable actions committed in the land :. 
and they fall be confumed by the fword, and by fa- 
mine; the grievous deaths before-mentioned; the 
fword without, and the famine within; the one 
more fudden, and at once, the other more linger-. 
ing; and therefore may be more efpecially defigned 
by the death of lingering fickneffes referred to: 
and their carcafes foall be meat for the fowls of hea- 
ven, and for the beafts of the earth ; lying unburied ; 
fee ch. vii. 33. 
¥. 5. For thus faith the Lord, enter not into the 
houfe of mourning, &c.| On account of his dead 
relations or neighbours; fince they were taken away 
from the evil to come, and therefore no occafion 
to mourn for them: moreover, this was to fhow 
the certainty of what is before and after faid; that 
at the time of the general calamity prediéted, there 
would be no lamentation made for the dead. R. 
Fofeph Kimchi fays, the word here ufed fignifies, in 
the Arabic “ language, a lifting up of the voice, 
either for weeping, or for joy*; and Farchi, out 
of the ancient book S/phri, interprets it a feaft s 
and it is rendered a banquet in Amos vi. 7. and fo 
may here defign a mourning-feaft, fuch as were 
ufed at funerals, called by the Greeks Megiermna, 
and by the Latines Parentalia, as Ferom obferves. 
Neither go to lament, nor bemoan them, neither go 
to the houfe of mourning, or the mourning-feaft ; 
to the houfes of the deceafed, to condole the fur- 
viving relations, and to exprefs forrow for the 
dead, by fhedding tears, and fhaking the head, or 
by any other gefture or ceremony after mentioned. 
For I have taken away my peace from this people, 
faith the Lord; all peace or profperity is of God, 
and therefore called his, and which he can take 
away from a people when he pleafes ; and having 
determined to take it away from this people be- 
caufe of their fins, he is faid to have done it, it 
being as certain as if it was done: even loving kind- 
nefs and mercies; all benefits, which flowed from 
his favour, love, and mercy, as the whole of their 
profperity did. 
¥. 6. Both the great and the fmall fhall die in this 
land, &c.] The nobles as well as the common 
people, high and low, rich and poor; none fhall 
be exempted from the grievous deaths by the fword, 
famine, and peftilence. They fhall not be buried, 
neither foall men lament for them; as before, y. 4. 
this fhall be the common cafe of them all; the 
great and the rich fhall have no more care and no- 
tice 
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tice taken of them than the poor: mor cut them- 
elves ; their flefh, with their nails, or with knives, 
to fhow their grief for the dead, and to alleviate 
the forrow of iurviving friends, by bearing a part 
with them : nor make themfelves bald for them, by 
plucking off the hair of their heads, or by fhaving 
them, and between their eyes ; which though for- 
bidden the Fews by the law of God, as being 
heathenifh cuftoms, yet obtained in the times 
of Feremy, and were ufually done ; fee Deut. 
xiv. I. 

y. 7. Neither foall men tear themfelves, Se. ] 
Either their fleth, or their cloaths: or, jiretch out’, 
that is, their hands, and clap them together, and 
wring them, as perfons in great diftrefs do: or 
divide, or break, or deal unto them * ; that is, bread, 
as at their funeral-feafts. Thus the Septuagint ver- 
fion, neither fhall bread be broken in their mourning ; 
and to the fame fenfe the Targum; fo the word is 
ufed in J/: lviii. 7. a practice that obtained among 
the heathens; fee Dewt. xxvi. 14. and now with 
the Fews, as it feems : which they did for them .in, 
mourning, to comfort them for the dead; they ufed 
to carry or fend food to the furviving relations, and 
went and eat with them, in order to comfort them 
for the lofs of their friends ; but this now would 
not be done, not becaufe an heathenifh cuftom, but 
becaufe they would have no heart nor leifure for 
it; fee Ezek. xxiv.17. Neither fhall men give them 
the cup of confolation to drink for their father, or for 
their mother ; not give them a cup of good liquor 
to comfort and chear their fpirits, over-whelmed 
with forrow, on account of the death of a father 
or mother ; which was wont to be done, but now 
fhould be omitted; the calamity would be fo great, 
and fo univerfal, that there would be none to do 
fuch offices as thefe ; fee Prov. xxxi. 6, 7. 

¥. 8. Thou fhalt not alfo go into the houfe of feaft- 
ing, &c.] Which it was lawful to do, and which 
the prophet doubtlefs had done at other times , 
but now a time of calamity coming on, it was not 
proper he fhould; and the rather he was to ab- 
{tain from fuch places, and from pleafant conver- 
fation with his friends, to affure them that fuch a 
time was coming, and this his conduct was a 
fign of it; for which reafon he is forbid to attend 
any entertainment of his friends, on account of 
marriage, or any other circumftance of life, for 
which feafts were ufed: to fit with them to eat and 
to drink ; which not only exprefies the pofition at 
table, but continuance there; for at feafts men not 
only eat and drink for neceflity, or juft to fatisfy 
nature, but for pleafure, and unto and with chear- 
fulnefs ; which may lawfully be done, provided 
that temperance and fobriety be preferved; but 
the prophet is not allowed to do that now, which 
at other times he might do, and did; and that on 
purpofe that his friends might take notice of it, 
and enquire the reafon of it, the diftrefs that 
was coming upon them, as the words following 
fhew. 

¥. 9. For thus faith the Lord of hofts, the God of 
Jfrael, &c.} Who is able to do what he here 
threatens he will, and which he will do, notwith- 
ftanding his being the God of T/rael ; their hearts 
not being right with-him, nor they ftedfaft in his 
covenant. Behold, I will caufe to ceafe out of this 
place, in your e,es, and in your days, the voice of 
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mirth, and the voice of gladnefs,; upon any account — 
whatfoever, civil or religious ; and that out of Fe- — 
rufalem, where their religious feafts were kept, as ~ 
well as where were often expreffions of joy made 
on civil accounts; and this fhould be in af fight, 

it fhould be notorious and remarkable, that they 
could not but obferve it; and it fhould’be in a 
fhort time, in their days, tho’ they were very de- 
firous of putting thefe evil days far from them, ~ 
and were not willing to believe they fhould be at ° 
all, or however not in their days: she voice of the 
bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the Epitha~ 
lamiums, or marriage-fongs, fung at the celebra- ~ 
tion of nuptials; thefe fhould ceaie, marrying and” 
giving in marriage being over; the confequence 
of which muft be ruin to the nation; a lawful ~ 
fucceffion of mankind being no otherwife to be 
kept up. 

¥. 10. And it fhall come te pafs, when thou fralt 
Joew this people all thefe words, ec.) Or, all thefe 
things * ; which he was forbid to do; as marrying 
and having children, going into the houfe of mourn. 
ing or feafting, with the reafons of all, becaufe of 
the calamities coming upon them: amd they fhall 
Jay unto thee, wherefore hath the Lord pronounced all ° 
this great evil againft us? as if they were quite in- 
nocent, and were not confcious of any thing they 
had done deferving fuch punifhment, efpecially fo 
great as this was threatened to be inflicted on 
them ; as their dying grievous deaths, parents and 
children, great and {mall, and be unlamented, and 
unburied: or what is our iniquity 2 or what is our 
fin that we have committed againft the Lord our God? 
fuppofing we have been guilty of fome weaknefies 
and frailties, or of fome few faults; which tho’ 
they can’t be juftified, yet furely are not to be 
reckoned of fuch a nature, as to deferve and re- 
quire fo great a punifhment : thus would they ei- 
ther deny or leffen the fins they had been guilty 
of, and fuggeft that the Lord was very hard and 
fevere upon them. 

y. 11. Then fhalt thou fay unto them, &c.] In 
anfwer to their queftions ; not in a general way, 
but by obferving to them particular fins, and thofe 
erofs ones they had been guilty of: Jecaufe your 
fathers have forfaken me, faith the Lord; that is, 
his worfhip, as the Targum; they had quitted his 
fervice, and left attending on his word and ordi- 
nances ; and therefore it was but juft with him to 
forfake them, and give them up into the hands 
of their enemies : and have walked after other gods, 
and have ferved them, and have worfbipped them; 
were guilty of grofs idolatry, ferving and worfhip- 
ping the creature, more than and befides the Creator ; 
even idols of gold, and filver, and brafs, and wood, 
and ftone, which were no gods; for there is no 
other true God befides the Lord; and which they 
were well informed of, and therefore their fin was 
the greater to leave him, and worfhip them and 
which fin, becaufe of the hainoufnefs of it, is re- 
peated: and have forfaken me, and have not kept 
my law; they forfook his worfhip, as the Targum, 
and did not obferve the law of the decalogue or 
ten commands; efpecially the two firft of them, 
which required the worfhip of the one true God, 
and forbid the worfhipping of others; and which 
threatened the vifiting fuch iniquities of fathers” 
upon the children, to the third and fourth genera- 
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tion, of fuch that hated the Lord ; and fuch were 
thefe perfons, as follows. 

¥..12. And ye have done worfe than your fathers, 
&e.] Not only committed the fame fins, but 
greater, or however attended with more aggra- 
vating circumftances ; they were wilfully and im- 
pudently done, and obftinately perfifted in; and 
therefore deferving of the great evil of punifhment 
pronounced againit them. For behold ye walk every 
one after the imagination of bis evil heart, they 
walked not as the word of God directs, but as 
their own evil heart dictated ; the imagination of 
which was evil, and that continually, Gen. vi. 5. 
That they may not hearken unto me; to the word of 
the Lord, and obey that; their minds being blind- 
ed, and their hearts hardened, and they obitinately 
bent on their own evil ways. 

y¥. 13. Therefore will I call you out of this land, 
&c.] . By force, and againft their wills, whether 
they would or no, and with abhorrence and con- 
tempt: it is to be underftood of their captivity, 
which was but a juft punifhment for the above fins; 
for fince they had caft off the Lord and his wor- 
fhip, it was but juft that they fhould be caft off by 
him, and caft out of their land, which they held 
by their obedience to him : into a land that ye know 
not, neither ye nor your fathers, a foreign country, 
at a great diftance from them 5 with which they 
had no alliance, correfpondence, or commerce ; 
and where they had no friends to converfe with, 
or fhow them any refpect; and whofe language 
they underftood not; all which was an aggravation 
of their captivity in it: and there fhall ye Jerve other 
gods day and night ; thould have their fill of idola- 
try, even. to loathfomenefs ; and what they had 
done willingly in their own land, following the 
imagination of their own evil hearts, now they 
fhould be forced to; and what they did for their 
own pleafure, and at certain times, when they 
thought fit, now they fhould be obliged to attend 
to, night and day. The Targum is, and there foall 
ye ferve people that worfhip idols day and night; that 
as they had ferved idols, now they fhould ferve the 
people, the worfhippers of thofe idols ; the former 
was their fin, the latter their punifhment: where 
I will not foew you favour; or, not give you grace’; 
the favour and mercy of God ferve to fupport per- 
fons in diftrefs; but to be denied thefe is an ag- 
gravation of it, and muft needs make the capti- 
vity of thofe people the more afflicting. Some 
underftand this of the Lord’s not fuffering their 
enemies to fhow them any favour or mercy; fo 
Kimchi, ** the enemy fhall have no mercy on you, 
«© but make you ferve with rigour ;” and to the 
fame purpofe the Targum, connecting them with 
the people, the idol-worfhippers, and paraphrafing 
them thus, ‘* who fhall not be merciful. to you ;” 
and fo the Septuagint and Aradie verfions, who shail 
not give you mercy; or ref, as the Vulgate Latin. 
The Jews ‘ interpret this of the Mefiiah, whofe 
name they fay is Chaninah, the word here ufed, 
whom the Lord would not give them where they 
were. 

¥. 14. Therefore bebold, the days come, faith the 
Lord, &c.| Or neverthelefs, notwithfanding*, their 
fins and iniquities, and the punifhment brought 
upon them for them: or /urely, verily ; for Farchi 


fays it is an oath, with which the Lord fwore he. 


would redeem them, tho’ they had behaved fo ill 
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unto him: ¢hat it fhall no more be faid, the Lord 
liveth, that brought up the children of Irael out of 
the land of Egypt; this was the form of an oath 
with the ews, when a man, as Kimchi obierves, 
ufed to {wear by the living Ged that brought J/rael 
out of Hegypt; or this was a faét which they ufed 
frequently to make mention of, and relate to their 
children, and obferve to them the power and good- » 
nefs of God in it; and fo the Targum, <<‘ there fhall 

‘< be no more any declaring the power of the Lord 

*¢ who brought up, ce.” 

¥. 15. But the Lord liveth, &c.|] Ox they fhall 
fwear by the living Lord or declare his power, as 
theTargum: that brought up the children of Ijrael from 
the land of the north ; that is, from Babylon, which 
lay north of Fudea. The Fews * gather from hence, 
that the land of J/rael was higher than all other 
lands, becaufe it is faid, that brought up, or caufed 
to afcend ; as out of the land of Egypt as before, 
fo out of all other lands. The meaning is, that 
the deliverance from the Babylonifh captivity, was a 
greater bleffing and mercy than the deliverance out 
of Egypt; the hardfhips they endured in Babylon, 
being in fome refpects greater than thofe they en- 
dured in Egypt; and efpecially the favour being 
recent, and frefh upon their mind, it would fwal- 
low up the remembrance of the former mercy; that 
would be comparatively forgotten, and not be fo 
frequent and common in the mouths of men; fo 
great would be the fenfe of this deliverance; where-: 
fore this prophecy both exprefles the grievoufnels 
of their captivity in Babylon, as exceeding their 
bondage in #gypt, and the greatnefs of their fal- 
vation from it; when they fhould be not only 
brought out of Babylon, but alfo from all the lands 
whither be bad driven them, trom Egypt, Media, 
and Perfia, and other places: or, whither they were 
driven; by the kings of the earth, as Kimchi inter- 
prets it; tho’ it is certain the Lord’s hand was in 
it; it was according to his will, and by his pro- 
vidence, that they were fcattered about among the 
nations : and I will bring them again into their land, 
that I gave unto their fathers; which had its ac- 
complifhment at their return from the Badylonifh 
captivity ; and will be more fully accomplifhed in 
the latter day, when the Fews fhall be converted, 
and return to their own land. Kimchi fays this re- 
fers to the days of the Meffiah, and the gathering 
of the captives ; and fome following paflages ma- 
nifeftly belong to gofpel-times. So Farchi and 
Abarbinel underftand this and the following of the 
days of the Meffiah. 

y. 16. Bebold, I will fend for many fibers, faith 
the Lord, and they foall fifo them, &c.] Which 
fome underftand of the Egyptians, who lived much 
on fifh, and were much employed in catching 
them, to which the allufion is thought to be; but 
rather the Chaldeans are intended, whorh God, by 
the fecret inftiné&t of his providence, brought up 
againft the Yews; who befieged Ferufalem, and in- 
clofed them in it, and took them as fifhes in a net; 
fee Hab. i. 14—17. tho’ fome interpret this, and 
what follows, of the deliverance of the Fews -by 
the Medes and Perfians under Cyrus, who fearched 
for them in all places, and fent them into their 
own land; or of Zerubbadel, and others with him, 
who ufed all means to perfuade the Fews in the 
captivity to go with them, and build the houfe of” 
the Lord in Yerufalem ; and there. are not wanting 

others, 


tiam, Junius & Tremellids, - 
* So Noldius, Concor. Ebr, p. 507. 
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others, who by the fers think the apoftles are 


meant; who were fifhers by occupation, and whom 
Chrift made fifhers of men, and fent forth to caft 
and fpread the net of the gofpel in the feveral parts 
of Fudea, for the converfion of fome of that peo- 
ple; fee Matt. iv. 18, 19. Ezek. xlvii. 7, 8 : and 
after will I fend for many hunters, and they foall bunt 
them from every mountain, and from every bill, and 
out of the holes of the rocks; either the fame perfons, 
the Chaldeans, are meant here, as before; who, as 
they fhould flay thofe they took in Ferufalem with 
the edge of the fword, as fifhes taken in a net are 
killed, or prefently die, which is the fenfe of the 
Targum, and other Fewi/h commentators ; fo thofe 
that efcaped and fled to mountains, hills, and holes 
of the rocks to hide themfelves, fhould be purfued by 
them, and be found out, taken, and carried captive: 
or, the Romans *. So Nimrod, the beginning of whofe 
kingdom was Babel, being a tyrant and an oppref- 
for, is called a mighty hunter, Gen. x. 8, 9, 10, 

¥. 17. For mine eyes are upon all their ways, &c.] 
Not only which they may take to hide themfelves 
from their enemies, and where they fhould be di- 
rected to find them ; but their evil ways in which 
they walked, and which were the caufe of their 
calamities ; thefe, how fecret foever they were, 
were under the eye of God, whofe eyes are in every 
place, and upon all the ways of men, good and 
bad; tho’ they might flatter themfelves, as wicked 
men fometimes do, that the Lord fees them not, 
and does not take notice of their iniquities ; but 
that they might be affured of the contrary, °tis 
added, they are not hid from my face, neither 1s their 
iniquity bid from mine eyes; neither their ways nor 
their works, their perfons nor their actions, could 
be concealed from the Lord; none can hide him- 
felf in fecret places, that they fhould not be feen 
by him ; the darknefs and the light are both alike 
to an omnifcient God. . The Zargum is, ‘ their 
“* iniquities are not hid from before (or from, or 
*¢ the fight of) my word ;” the effential word of 
God ; fee Hed. iv. 12, 13. 

y. 18. Aud firft, I will recompenfe their iniquity, 
and their fin donble, &c.]. Or, but firft, I will re- 
compenfe, &c‘. meaning, before he fhewed favour 
to them, and returned their captivity, ¥. 15. he 
would punifh them according to their fins; not 
double to what. they deferved, but to what they 
were ufed to have, or he was ufed to infliét upon 
them, punifhing them lefs than their fins deferved; 
but now he would reward them to the full, tho’ 
not beyond the meafure of juftice, yet largely and 
abundantly, and with rigour and feverity. Some 
underftand ,this of God’s gathering together all 
their fins and iniquities from the beginning *, as they 
render the word; the fins of their fathers, and their 
own, and punifhing them for them all at once; 
or firft their fathers fins, and then their own, in 
which they imitated their fathers, and filled up the 
meafure of their iniquity. So the Targum. ‘* and 
«* J will render to the fecond as to the firft, for 
‘* every one of both, their iniquities and their fins.” 
Because they have defiled my land, out of which he 
ca{t the’ Canaanites for the, fame reafon ; and which 
he chofe for the place of his refidence and wor- 
fhip, and fettled the people of Jae! for that pur- 
pole in it; that they might ferve him in it, and 
not do as the heathens before them had done, and 
which yet they did; and this was what was pro- 
voking to him. 7, hey have filled mine inheritance 
with the carcafes of their detefRable and abominable 


* Vid. Jofeph. de Bello Jud. 1. 7, ¢. 9. §. 4. 


ab initio, Calvin ; initio, Montanys. 
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things 5 with their idols, which ‘were not only life- 


lefs, but ftinking, loathfome, and abominable; or ~ 


unclean creatures, which were facrificed unto them; 
and fome think human facrifices, the bodies of 
men, are meant: places of idolatrous worfhip were | 
fet up every where in the land, and therefore it is 
faid to be filled therewith ; and it was an va- 
tion of their wickednefs, that this was done in a 
land which the Lord had chofen for his own pof- 


feffion, and had given to //rae? as an inheritance. 


¥. 19. O Lord, my firength and my fortrefs, &e.] 
Thefe are the words of the prophet, rifing out of ' 
the temptation which befet him; cafting off his’ 
impatience, diffidence, ‘and unbelief ; calling upon < 
God, and exercifing faith in him ; having received ° 
the promife of the reftoration of his people to their * 
land, and a view of the future converfion of the’ 
Gentiles; which were a means of recovering his 
fpiritual ftrength, of invigorating grace in him, 
and of encouraging him ‘to exércife it in a lively ° 
manner ; to go on in his duty conftantly, and to 
bear affliction chearfully and patiently ; /trength to’ 
do which he had from the Lord 5 and to whom ‘he ‘ 
afcribes it; and whom he calls his fortre/s,: or* 
ftrong-hold ; and fuch the Lord is to his people, 
a {trong-hold to prifoners of hope, and a ftrong’ 
tower or place of defence to all his faints: and my 
refuge in the day of affliction ; in which he now'was, 
or faw was coming upon him, when ‘he fhould be* 
carried captive into Babylon; but God was his ré+* 
fuge, fhelter, and protection, and to him he be-’ 
took himfelf, where he was fafe; and which was’ 
infinitely better to him than the mountains, hills, 
and holes of rocks, others would flie unto, ¥) 16.. 
The Gentiles fhall come unto thee from the ends of the' 
earth ; not the Jews, who were like to the Gentiles? 
for their idolatries, and other wicked praétices, and* 
therefore fo called, who fhould return from the fe-- 
veral diftant countries where they had been {cat- 
tered, to their own land, and to the worfhip of 
God in it ; but fuch who were really Gentéles; that 
fhould be converted, either at the time of the Ba- 
bylonifa captivity, and fhould come along with the 
Fews*when they returned, and worfhip the Lord 
with them; or rather in gofpel-times. And fo 


Kimchi fays this belongs to the times of the Mef= 


fiah; when the gofpel was to be, and was preached 
among them, even to the ends of the earth; and 
many favingly came to Chrift for righteoufnefs and 
{trength, for peace, pardon, falvation, and eternal 
life; and turned to him as toa ftrong-hold, and 


| fled to him for refuge, and laid hold on him, the 


hope fet before them. And fhall fay, furely our fa- 


| thers have inherited lies, vanities, and things where- 


in there is wo profit; meaning their idols, which 
did not give what their priefts, and the abettors of 
them promifed; and fo deceived their votaries, and 
difappointed them of their expectations, which be- 
came vain, and fo were of no profit and adyantage 
to them ; a poor inheritance this, which they had 
poffefied and enjoyed for many generations, which 
their children, now being convinced of, relinquith ; 
for a falfe religion is not to be retained on this 
fcore, becaufe the religion of anceftors and of long 
pofleffion with them. . Paty te ; 
y. 20. Shall a man make gods unto bimfelf, 8cc.} 
Can a man make his own gods? a poor, weak, 
mortal man? can he make gods of gold, filver. 
brafs, wood, or ftone? can he put deity into them? — 
and when he has made inane Laue he be 
fo ftupid as to account them gods, re 
‘ them? 
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them? can he be fo fottifh, and void of under. 
‘ftanding, as to imagine that any thing that is 
‘made by himfelf, or any other, can be God? and 
‘they are no gods; that are made by men; he only 
is the true God, that is the maker and creator of 
‘all things or they are no gods themfelves that 
pretend to make them, and therefore how fhould 
they make gods? can they give that which they 
have not? or impart deity to others, which they 
have not themfelves ? Theie words are a continua- 
tion of the fpeech of the Gentiles, and contain their 
reafonings, expofing the folly of their idolatrous 
anceftors: tho’ fome take them to be the words 
of God, or of the prophet, inveighing againft the 
ews for their ftupidity in worfhipping idols; when 


the Gentiles were convinced of the folly and vanity - 


‘of fuch practices, and acknowledged it. 

“yt. 21. Therefore bebold, I will this once caufe them 
to know, &c.| Or, at this time, as the Targum; 
when the Gentiles fhall be convinced of the idola- 
try they ‘have been brought up in, and of the 
vanity and falfhood of their idols; they fhall be 
made to know the true God, God in Chrift, Chrift 
himfelf, whom to know is life: eternal, and to 
know the way of life and falvation by him ;. and 
all this thro’ the miniftry of the gofpel, that fhould 
be brought among them, the Spirit of God accom- 
panying it; by megns of which they fhould come 
to Chrift from the ends of the earth, before pre- 


dicted. Iwill caufe them to know my band and my | 
might; to experience the power and efficacy of his 
grace in converfion; quickening their dead fouls, 
iottening their hard hearts, taking away the ftony 
heart, and giving an heart of feth and rhaking 
them willing in the day of his power to be faved 
by Chrift, and to ferve him, to relinquifh their 
idols, and turn to and worfhip the living God, in 
fpirit and in truth: tho’ moft under{tand this. not 
as a promife of grace to the Gentiles, but as a 
threatening of punifhment to the idolatrous Fews ; 
that becaufe of their idolatry they fliould once for 
all, or by this one and grievous calamity, ‘capti- 
vity in Babylon, be made to know, what they could 
not be brought to know by all the inftructions 
and warnings of the prophets; they fhould now 
feel the weight of the Lord’s hand, the lighting 
down of his arm with the indignation of his wrath; 
and fo the Targum, ‘ I will fhow them my ven- 
*< eeance, and the ftroke of my power.” Aud they 
Jeall know that my name-is the Lord; the Jehovah, 
the felf-exiftent being, the being of beings, the 
everlafting and unchangeable I AM ; who is able 
to make good his promifes, or perform his threat- 
nings; a name incommunicable to creatures, which 
don’t belong to the idols of the Gentiles, is peculiar 
to the true God, who is the Moft High in all the 
earth ; ‘fee’ P/. Ixxxiii.’18. 


GUT ASP... SVII. 


fi IS chapter is a further prophecy of the 
deftru@tion of the Fews, with the caufes of 

- it, their fins, as their idolatry, which was notori- 
ous; of which their own confciences, their altars, 
and their children, were witnefles, ¥. 1, 2. for 
which they are threatened with the {fpoil of their 
fubftance and treafure, and difcontinuance in their 
land, ¥. 3, 4. as alfo their confidence in an arm.of 
fiefh, which brought the curfe of God upon them, 
when fuch are bleffed that truftin him; and the dif- 
ference between thofe that truft in men, and thofe 
that truft in the Lord, is illuftrated by very apt 
fimilies, ¥. 5, 6, 7, 8. the fource of which vain 
confidence is the wicked heart of man, known to 


none but God, ¥. 9, ro. and the vanity of ‘it is | 


expofed, by a partridge fitting on eggs without 
hatching them, y. 11. and their departure from 
God, by trufting in the creature, and in’ outward 
things, “Is aggravated by their temple being the 
throne and feat of the “divine majefty ; by» what 
God is to his people that truft in him; and by the 
fhame and ruin that follow an’ apoftacy from him, 
y. 12;°13: wherefore the’ prophet, fenfible of his 
own backflidings, prays to be healed and faved by 
the Lord, who fhould “have all’ the praife and 
glory, ¥. 14° and then relates the fcoffs “of the 
people-at the word of God by him, another caufe 
of théir ruin; declares his own innocence ahd in- 
tearity; prays for protection and fecurity from fear 
in a time of trouble; and for confufion, terror, and 
deftruction ‘to ‘his ‘perfecutors, ¥. 15, 16, 17, 18. 
then ‘follows an’ order ‘to hin from the Lord, to 
go and’ {tahd*in the gate of the city, and” exhort 
all'ranks of'men to the obfervation of the fabbath, 
with directishs how to keep it, which had“nor been 
Obferved by their fathers, and which was another 
“P'Hierdvoic. par. 2. 1.6, 11. \colh 842. of which 
—. a7. CC 
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caufe of their ruin, ¥. 19, 20, 21, 22, 23. and the 
chapter is clofed with promifes of bleffings in city, 
court, and country, in church and ftate, fhould 
they religioufly obferve the fabbath-day , but ‘if 
they ptophaned it, the city of Feru/alem, and’ its 
palaces, fhould be burnt with fire, ¥. 24, 25, 26; 


27. 
¥. 1. The fin of Fudab is written with a pen of 


iron, &c.] ,Or an iron.tool, fuch as engravers ufé 
in working on hard matter: and with the point of 
@ diamond; fach as glaziers ufe. in cutting their 
glafs; tho’ this is not the word ufed for a diamond 
in Exod. xxviii. 18. this word is elfewhere tranflated 
an adamant, Ezek. iil..9. Zech. vii. 12. ,Bochart» 
takes it to be the. Smiris, which jewellers ufe in 
polifhing their gems. ‘archi makes mention of 4 
Midrafh or expofition, which explains the iron pen 
of Feremiah, and the point of the adamant or dia- 
mond of £zekiel, ‘becaufe of what is faid of them, 
Fer. i. 18. Ezek. iii. 9.. Kimchi thinks the word — 
Shamir, rendered diamond, is-expreffive of the fub- 
jeét-matter on which their fin is faid to be-writ- 
ten, ‘and. not of the inftrument with which; and 
then it is to be read’ thus, “ the. fin of 7udab 
“© is written with an iron pen. (with an iron claw 
“or nail, of which “mention is made in fome 
“< Yewifh writings) upon Shamir, or an ‘adamant- 
‘¢ {tone ;” which is no other than their; {tony heart; 
as it follows : itis graven upon the table of their 
heart , where it is fo fixed that it canhot be, tdoted’ 
out, and will never be forgotten by them,‘ but*al-' 
ways femembered and’. defired’; fot, “Which they 
have the ftrongeft affections, . ee and. 
having thade deep impreffidns there: *dr°this rhay - 
denote the evidence of it in their own confciences, 
oul t3 oer Cicrrretich 
ftone, fee Diofcorides, Hefychius; & StepHanus ‘in ib. mrs 
BGT See | 20tKI14 of 1 
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which bore witnefs to it, and which they could not 
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from it, and no longer enjoy it : or, /halt intermit 


* deny : and upon the horns of your altars, on which | from thine heritage”, halt not till the land, plough 


‘the names of their idols were engraven or infcribed, 
Ais xvii. 23. fo that their idolatry was notorious ; 
their confciences within, and their altars without, 
were teftimonies of it; and befides, the blood of 
the facrifices was poured upon the horns of the 
altar, Lev..iv. 7. and which, as it was done at 
_ the offering of facrifices appointed of God, fo very 
probably at the offering of facrifices to idols, and 
which made their fin notorious; yea, even all the 
facrifices of the ceremonial law were a ftanding 
teftimony of their being finners, and carried in 
them a confefion of fin, and that they were de- 
ferving of death, and fo were an hand-writing 
againit them; for there is no need to limit the 
fin of Fudeh here to idolatry, but it may in- 
clude all their fins ; and fo the Targum exprefles it 
in the plural number, ‘‘ the fins of Fudab ,” the’ 
if any particular fin is intended, it feems to be 
idolatry, by what follows. . 
¥.2. Whilf their children remember their altars, 
&c.] Which is a further proof of their long con- 
tinuance in idolatrous practices, and a frefh witnefs 
againft them; they trained up their children in 
them ; who, when grown up, could not forget 
them, but imitated them, and went on in the fame 
evil ways. Some render the words, as they re- 
member their children, fo they remember ¢hezr al- 
tars', and their groves, by the green trees upon the 
Ligh bills; they had the fame love to their idols, 
and the worfhip of them, as they had to their 
children. This fenfe is received by Kimchi“; yea, 
they had a greater affection for their idols, than 
for their children ; fince they made their children 
pafs thro’ the fire to Moloch, and burnt their fons 
and their daughters to Baal. ‘The fargum renders 
it, their groves under every green tree; fee ch. ii. 
20. and iii. 6. Kimchi and Ben Melech connect 
green trees not with groves, but with altars ; and 
take the fenfe to be, that their altars were by 
green trees; fince groves and green trees were 
the fame, and which altars alfo were upon high 
hills. 
¥. 3. O my mountain in the midft of the field, &c.} 
Meaning either the temple, called the mountain 
of the houfe, and of the Lord’s houfe, Mic. iii, 12. 
and iv. 1. or elfe Ferufalem, which ftood on an hill 
in the midft of a plain, furrounded with fruitful 
fields and gardens ; or in the midft of a land like 
a field. The Targum is, ‘* becaufe thou wor- 
** fhippeft idols upon the mountains. in the field :” 
I will give thy fubftance, and all thy treafures to the 
fpoil ; all the riches of the city and temple, to be 
the fpoil and plunder of the enemy ; fee the note 
on ch, xv. 13: and thy high places for fin throughout 
all thy borders. The fenfe is, that all their fub- 
ftance and treafure throughout their borders, the 
riches. of the whole land, as well as of the city 
and temple, ch. xy. 13. and. all their high places 
throughout the land, which were ufed for fin, for 
idolatrous practices, on account thereof, fhould be- 
come the fpoil of the enemy. 4 
¥.4. And thou, even thyfelf, &c.) Or, thou, 
and in thee'; that is, thou and thofe that are in 
thee, all the inhabitants of Ferufalem and Fudea ; 
or, thou even thro’ thyfelf™; thro’ thine own fault, 
by reafon of thy fins and iniquities : /halt difcontinue 


from thine heritage that I gave thee; be removed | 2 Chron. xxxii. 8, Phil, iii. 3 :- and 


and fow, and reap, and gather the fruits of it: 
this was enjoined on every feventh year, when the 
land was to have its reft, or fabbath, Exod. xxiii. 
10, 11. but this law they did not obferve; and 
now, therefore, whether they would or no, the 
land fhould be intermitted, and not tilled and en- 
joyed by them. The Targum takes in the whole 
of the fenfe, ‘* and I will bring an enemy upon 
** your land ; and it fhall be defolate as in the year 
*¢ of intermiffion: and I will take vengeance of 
‘* judgment upon you, until I remove you from 
‘¢ your inheritance which I have given unto you ;” 
the land of Canaan, which was given them for 
an inheritance: I will caufe thee to ferve thine ene- 
mies in the land which thou knoweft not ; the Baby- 
lonians in Chaldea; or, as Ferom thinks, the RKo- 
mans. Of the different reading of thefe words, 
fee the note on ch, xv. 13: for ye have kindled a 
Jire in mine anger ; or by their fins had caufed the 
anger of the Lord to burn like fire: which fall 
burn for ever; as it will in hell, and therefore 
called everlafting fire: here it only means until 
thefe people and their country were confumed by 
the enemy ; perhaps fome reference is had to the 
burning of the city and temple by the Babylonians, 
or Komans, or both. Thefe firft four verfes are 
left out by the Septuagint interpreters, Ferom thinks, 
to fpare their own people. 

¥. 5. Thus faith the Lord, &c.| Here begins 
a new difcourfe, or part of one; or however an-~ 
other caufe or reafon of the ruin and deftruction of 
the Fews is fuggefted; namely, their truft in man, 
or confidence in the creature, which is refented 
and condemned : curjed be the man that trufteth in 
man; as the Fews did in the Egyptians and Affy- 
rians ; fee ch. ii. 36, 37. and in dbrabam their fa- 
ther, and in being his feed, as they did in Chrift’s 
time; and which was trufting in the flefh; and as 
all fuch may be faid to do, who truft in their na- 
tural defcent from good men, Mazz. ili. 9. Fobm 
Viil. 33, 39. Phil. iii. 4, 5. they alfo snl in Mo- 
Jes, in the law of Mo/es, and in their having, hear- 
ing and obeying it ; which prononunces every man 
curfed that does not perfectly perform it: the 
trufted in themfelves, and in their own righteout 
nefs ; defpifed others, and rejected Chrift ‘and his 
righteoufnefs ; and brought an anathema upon 
them, Fobn v. 45. Luke xviii. g. and all fuch that 
truft in their own hearts, and in their own works, 
truft in man, in the creature, in creature-aéts, and 
involve themfelves in the curfe here denounced. 
The Yews alfo, to this day, expect the Meffiah to 
come as a mere man, and fo truft in him as fuch ; 
and all thofe that call themfelves chriftians, and 
take Chrift to be a mere. creature, as the Arians, 
and. a_mere man, as the Secinians, may be faid to 
truft in man, and entail a curfe upon themfelves ; 
tho’ we truft in Chrift, yet not as a man, but as 
he is the true and living God: and maketh flefh his 
arm; or his confidence, as the Targum, to lean 
upon, and be protected by; man is but flefh, 
feeble, ftrengthlefs and inactive; frail and ; 
finful and corrupt; and fo very unfit to make ' 
of, or todepend upon: God, and an arm of flefh, 
are oppofed to each other ; as are ale going : 
Chrift, Felis, and having conta) 


1 DMNA VID ADI ficut recordantur filioram fuorum, ita recordantur aries fuarum ; fo fome in Vatablus. 
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parteth from the Lord; as mens hearts may, under 
the greateft fhew of outward religion and righte- 
oufnefs ; and as they always do, when they put 
their truft in fuch things; every act of unbelief 
and diftruft of the Lord, and every act of truft 
and confidence in the creature, carry the heart off 
_ from God; every fuch aét is a departing from the 
living God, fee J/. xxix. 13. Heb. iii. 12. 
¥.6. For be fhall be like the heath in the defert, 
. &c.] The Vulgate Latin verfion renders it myrice ; 
and fo the Za¢ia interpreter of the Targum; but the 
word that paraphrafe makes ufe of, according to 
R.Hai, mentioned by Kimchi, fignifies fomething that 
is thorny without, and eatable within ; but this is 
not likely to be intended here. The Septuagint 
verfion renders it, wild-myrice: it feems to be the 
fame that is called erice, or ding, and heath; which 
delights to grow in wild and wafte places ; hence 
fuch with us are called heaths, whether this grows 
upon them or no. It is a low fhrub, fruitlefs and 
ufelefs ; and becaufe it neither bears fruit nor feed, 
is reckoned by Pay ° among unhappy plants, and 
fuch as are condemned or forbid religious ufes ; 
and very fit to reprefent fuch perfons as truft in 
men and in themfelves, and not in the Lord: aad 
foall not fee when good cometh; perceive or receive 
any advantage by rain coming upon it; as fuch 
perfons do not receive any good by the pure mini- 
ftration of the word, compared to rain; and fo 
the felf-righteous Hews did not fee when the Mef- 
fiah came, who is goodnefs itfelf; nor fee him, 
and embrace him, nor his righteoufnefs ; but re- 
jected him and that ; went about to eftablifh their 
own, and did not fubmit to his; nor did they at- 
tain to righteoufhefs, or enjoy eternal life; as is 
the cafe of all felf-jufticiaries : but hall inhabit the 
parched places in the wildernefs, in a falt land, and 
not inhabited; which became literally true of the 
land of Fudea, for the rejection of the Meffiah, 
and truft in themfelves; fee Deut. xxix. 23. and 


may fitly reprefent the barren paftures of a man’s. 


own works of righteoufnefs, which fuch as truft 
in themfelves feed upon. All the characters are 
expreffive of barrennefs, as a wildernefs, places 
parched with heat, and where falt is; for, as 
Pliny ° fays, where falt is found, it is barren, and 
produces nothing. 

¥. 7. Bleed is the man that trufteth in the Lord, 
&c.] In the word of the Lord, as the Targum, 
in Chrift the effential word of God; fee Pf il. 12. 
6. 7. and Ixxxiv. 11, 12. who have a fpiritual 
knowledge of him, and fo truft in him, P/- ix. ro. 
who have feen the vanity and emptinefs of all other 
objects of truft, there being no falvation in them, 
only in him; who betake themfelves to him as 
their only refuge; lay hold, reft and rely upon 
him, as their Saviour ; commit their all unto him ; 
truft him with all their concerns, refpecting life 
and falvation, and with their immortal fouls; and 
expect all from him, grace here, and glory here- 
after: who truft in his perfon for their acceptance 
with God ; in his righteoufnefs for their juftifica- 
tion ; in his blood for the pardon of their fins ; in 
his fulnefs for the fupply of their wants; in his 
power for protection and prefervation, and in all 
for eternal life and happinefs : and fuch are bleffed 
perfons; for they are in the utmoft fafety , they 
are as mount Zion, which can never be removed ; 
they fhall want no good thing, temporal or fpiri- 
tual, proper for them ; they enjoy great peace now, 
and in the world to come everlafting glory: and 
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whofe hope the Lord is; the word of the Lord, ac- 
cording to the Zargum, as before: Chrift, who is 
the hope of J/rae/, our hope, and Chrift in us the 
hope of glory, Yer. xiv. 8. 1 Tim.i. 1. Col. i. 27. 
whofe hope is from the Lord, of which he is the 
author and giver; and is a good hope, thro’ his 
grace ; and which has the Lord Jefus Chrift for 
its object ; who turn in to him as prifoners of hope ; 
and lay hold on him, the hope fet before them; 
and do hope in him for pardoning mercy, falvation 
and eternal life. Blefied men! their hope fhall not 
make them afhamed ; they fhall not be difappoint-- 
éd, Pf. cxlvi. 5. 

¥.8. For be fhall be as a tree planted by the wa- 
ters, &c.] Not as an heath or fhrub, but as a 
tree, a green olive-tree, a palm-tree, a cedar in 
Lebanon, a fruitful flourifhing tree; and heis one that 
really is a tree of righteoufnefs, that is filled with 
the fruits of righteoufnefs; and not like one of the 
trees of the wood, that grows wild, or as a wild 
olive-tree, but as one planted in a garden, vine- 
yard or field; and is one that is planted in Chrift, 
in the likenefs of his death and refurrection, and 
in the houfe of the Lord; and that not only by 
means of the engrafted word, and of gofpel-mi- 
nifters, who plant and water inftrumentally ; but 
by the Lord himfelf, as the efficient caufe ; and 
therefore called, the planting of the Lord ; and fuch 
plants as fhall never be plucked-up, J/ Ix. 21. and 
Ixi, 3. and not like the heath in the wildernefs, or 
trees in dry and barren foils; but like fuch that 
are planted y the waters, which run about their 
roots, and make them fruitful ; by which may be 
meant, the love of God, and the ftreams of it; 
the fulnefs of grace in Chrift, and the word and 
ordinances, the ftill waters of the fanctuary, Pf. 
xxii. 2. and xlvi, 4. Cant.iv.15: and that /pread- 
eth out ber roots by the river; and which is the 
caufe of the fpreading of them; fuch an one is 
rooted in Chrift, and in the love of God, which is 
as a river; with which being watered, he cafts out 
his roots as Lebanon, as the cedars there; and is’ 
both firm and fruitful; fee Hof xiv. 5: and fall 
not fee when heat cometh; fhall not perceive it, nor 
be affected with it, being planted {fo near a river: 
or, fhall not fear; whichis the Cetib, or writing 
of the Hebrew text; and. is followed by the Sep- 
tuagint, Syriac and Arabic verfions; tho’ the Keri, 
or marginal reading is, /ball not fee, which is fol- 
lowed by the Targum, and by us, and.others. The 
man that trufts in the Lord, he is not. afraid of 
the heat of perfecution when it comes, nor} is‘ he 
hurt by it; he does not perceive it, but grows the 
more under it; when an hypocrite and formal pro- 
feffor is withered by it; fee Matz. xiii. 6. 20, 21; 
but her leaf fball be green; neither fail, nor lofe its 
colour: a profeffion of faith is held without wa- 
vering; there being a radical moifture, the truth 
of grace, a well of living water, {pringing up into 
everlafting life to fupply and fupport it: and hall 
not be careful in the year of drought; for lack of 
moifture, having a fufficiency.. The man that 
trufts in the Lord, is, or ought to be, and may 
be, careful for nothing, but caft all his care on 
the Lord, that careth for him: whether this year 
of drought is to be underftood of famine, in a li- 
teral fenie; of careleffnefs in which, or ftrength of 
faith, Habakkuk is.a famous inftance, Had. iji, 17, 
18, 19. or of a famine of the word, in a fpiritua] 
fenfe, thro’ the perfecutions of men; yet even the 
believer is not folicitous, or in anxious diftrefs ; 

God 
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‘°¥. 9. Lhe heart is deceitful above all things, &c.] 
This is the fource of the idolatry and creature- 
confidence of the ‘Zews, fins which’ were the caufe 
of their ruin; and tho’ what is here faid is parti- 
cularly applicable to their hearts, yet is in general 
true of the heart of every man; which is deceiéful, 
and deceiving ; and puts a cheat upon the man 
himfelf whofe it is: it deceives him with refpect to 
fin; it propofes it to him under the notion of plea- 
fure ; it promifes him a great deal in it, but does 
not yield a real pleafure to him ; it is all fancy and 
imagination; a mere illufion and a dream; and 
what it gives is very fhort-lived ; it is but for a 
feafon, and ends in bitternefs and death: or, it 
propofes it under the notion of profit; it pro- 
mifes ‘him riches, by fach and fuch finful ways it 
fuggefts; but when he has got them, he is the 
lofer ‘by them ; thefe deceitful riches choke the 
word, caufe him to err from the faith, pierce him 
thro’? with many forrows, and endanger the lofs of 
his foul: it promifes honour and preferment in 
the world, but promotes him to fhame; it’ pro- 
mifés him liberty, but brings him into bondage ; 
it promifes him impunity, peace and fecurity, 
when fudden deftruction comes: it deceives* him 
in poiht of knowledge ; it perfuades him that he 
is a very Inowing perfon, when he is blind and 
ignorant, and knows nothing as he ought to know, 
and’ only ‘deceives himfelf; for there is no true 
knowledge but of ‘God in Chrift, and of a cruci- 
fied-Chrift, and falvation by him; fee 1 Cor. iii. 18. 
and viii: 1, 2. Gal. vi: 3. it deceives in the bufinefs 
of religion; it makes- a mdn believe that he is a 
very holy and righteous man, and in a fair way for 
heaven, when he is far’ from that, and ‘the cha- 
racter it gives him; in order to this, it fuggefts 
to him that concupifcence or luft, or the inward 
workings of the mind, are not fin; and it is only 
on this principle that it can be accounted for, that 
Saul before converfion, or any other man, ‘fhould 
be led into fuch'a miftake; as to conclude, that 
touching the righteoufnefs of the law he was blame- 
lefs : it reprefents other fins as mere peccadillo’s, 
as little fins,“and not to be regarded; and even 
puts the name of virtue’ on vices ; profufenefs and 
prodigality it calls liberality, and doing public 
good ;’and covetoufnefs has the name of frugality, 
and» good ‘ceconomy : it ‘dire&ts men to compare 
themfelves, and ‘their outward converfation with 
others, “that are very profane and diffolute ; and 
from ‘thence to form a good charaéter of. them- 
felves, as better than‘othérs ;'and as it buoys up 


with-the ‘purity of ‘human’ nature, fo with the |) hi 


power ‘of man’s free*will, ‘to do that which is 
good, ‘and particularly to repent at pleafure; and 
it-_puts'the profane finner ‘upon trufting, to ‘the ab- 
folute mercy of God, and ‘hides from hini his ju- 
ftice and holinefs; and it’ puts others ‘ise “de- 
pending’ upon the outward acts of ‘Feligion, "OR 
upon. {peculative notions, to the negleét oF , 
godlinels ; fee Fam.i,'22,°26. The man of a de- 
ceitful heart, the hypocrite, ‘tries to ‘deceive God 
himfelf, “but he’ cannot ;* he ’ oftentimes “deceives * 


2 5951) de omnibus, vid. Noldiam, p. 548. 
zgrum, Cocceius, 


eal ! i 


. nen ge) & immedicabili mald afeetam; ‘Gu 


XXVi. 33, 35, 70, 72,74. The heart is 
to a very great degree, it is fuperlatively 
all, above all creatures; the ferpent 
are noted for their fubtlety, and wicke 
compared to them for it; but thefe es oy ons 
tall {hort of expreffing the wicked fubtlety nd de- 
ceit in mens hearts ; yea, it is more deceitful to a 
man than the devil, the great deceiver himfelf ; 
becaufe it is nearer to a man, and Can come at 
him, and work upon him, when fatan cannot: or 
about, or concerning all ‘things; it is fo in every 
thing in which it is concerned, natural, civil, or 
religious, and efpecially the latter. The Septua- 
Sint verfion renders it, deep; it is an abyfs, a bot- 
tomlefs one; there is no fathoming of it, the depths 
of fin are in it; fee P/- Ixiv. 6. and feeing it is fo 
deceitiul, it fhould not be trufted in; a man fhould 
neither truft in his own heart, nor in another’s, 
Prov. xxviii. 26. and xxv. 19: and defperately 
vicked , every thing in it is wicked; the thoughts 
of it are evil; the imaginations of the thoughts 
are fo; even every imagination, and that only, and 
always, Gen. vi. 5. the affections are inordinate ; 
the mind and confcience are defiled; the under- 
ftanding darkened, fo dark as to call evil good, 
and good evil; and the will obftinate and per- 
verfe: all manner of fin and wickednefs is in it ; 
it is the cage of every unclean bird, and the hold 
of every foul fpirit ; all fin is forged and framed 
in it; and all manner of eyil comes out. of it, 
Rev. xviii. 1. Mati. xv. 19. yea, it is wickednefs 
itfcli, Pf v.g. itis fo even to defperation; it is 
incurably wicked", as it may be rendered, it is fo 
without the grace of God, and blood of Chrift : 
who can know it? angels do not, fatan_ cannot ; 
only the fpirit of a man can know the things of a 
man within him tho’ the natural.man does not 
know the plague of his own heart; the Pharifee 
and perfectionilt-do not, or they, would not fay. 
they were without fin; fuch rant arifes from the 
ignorance of theit hearts; only a {piritual man 
knows his own heart, the plague of it, the deceitful- 
nefs and wickednefs in it; and he does not Knowitall 5 
God only knows it fully, (as is exprefied in the next 
words, ‘which are an anfwer to the, queition ; fee. 
i Cor. Hi. .i1. 1 Kings vill, 38, Pf, Xie tee 


““y. 10. 1 ‘the Lord fearch the heart, Bi " The, 
inward parts of it, every room and corer in it ;, 
and know the thoughts of it ; all its intents, pur- 
pofes, defigns, contrivances ard imaginations ; all 


the fecret motions of it, and the wick 
is in it; fo that this is an anfwer tot 
in the preceding verfe ;. and theref 


cat OF eh chee : 
and the Lord tries thef “wheche 
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him or not; and whether fincere or hypocritical ; 
Chrift the omnifcient God knew Peter’s love to 
him, and the fincerity of it; for which he ap- 
peals to him as fuch, Yobn xxi. 17: even to give 
every man according to his ways, and according to 
the fruit of bis doings; to do which it is neceflary 
to fearch the heart, and try the reins, the fountain 
of all actions; and in which the principles of them 
are, and according to which they are denominated 
and judged of : in the future judgment every f{e- 
cret thing will be brought into account; the coun- 
fels of the heart will be made manifeft ; the book 
of confcience will be opened; and out of it, as 
well as other books, men will be judged according 
to their ways and works; and theretore it is re- 
quifite that the judge fhould be the Lord God 
omnifcient, the fearcher and trier of the hearts and 
reins, as Chrift is. 

y. 11. As the partridge fitteth on eges, and batch- 
eth them not, &c.) Here feems to be another fin 
pointed at, as the caufe of the ruin of the Fews ; 
as idolatry and truft in the creature before-men- 
tioned ; fo riches unjuftly got, and thefe boafted 
of and trufted in; the folly of which is illuftrated 
by the fimile of a bird fitting on eggs, and not 
hatching them; being either addled, or broke by 
the male thro’ luft, or by the foot of man or beatt, 
being laid on the ground; or by a bird which ga- 
thers *, as fome; 6r hatches, as others, eggs it has 
not laid; which being hatched, run away from ir, 
and fo not enjoyed by it. The Targum is, ‘* as 
“« the partridge, or Koraab, which gathers eggs 
«* that are not its own, and nourifhes young ones 
*¢ which will not follow it, fo,” €c. whether the 
partridge is meant by Kore, the word here ufed, 
is uncertain. Bochart‘ thinks the woodcock, or fnite 
or /nipe, is intended. ‘archi interprets it, by the 
cuckow, which is not likely; fince that does not 
take away another’s eggs, and fit on them; but 
lays its own eggs in another’s neft, and leaves 
them to be hatched by it; but it muft be under- 
ftood rather of fuch an one that gets the eggs of 
another, and hatches them, but can’t keep the 
young when hatched ; and this is faid of the par- 
tridge, that when its own eggs are broke, it will 
get others, and fit upon them; and hatch them ; 
but being hatched, knowing her not to be their dam, 
and hearing the voice of that which is, run from 
her to it": fo he that getteth riches, and not by 
right ; but by fraud, rapine and oppreffion ; fuch 
are they that will be rich, that are refolved upon 
it at any rate, right or wrong; and fuch perfons 
may fucceed, and become rich by illicit methods ; 
but then, as fuch riches may be truly called mam- 
mon of unrighteoufnefs ; fo they-will not profit in 
a time to come, in a day of wrath; neither are 
they of long continuance now: for fuch a man, 
Joall leave them in the midft of bis days; which, ac- 
cording to the common term of life, and courfe 
of nature, he might hope to arrive to; he hall 
die, and not enjoy what he has got together ; 
whilft he is promifing himfelf much and long hap- 
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pinefs, his foul is required of him; and whofe his 
fub{tance fhall be, he knows not; the riches he 


has heaped up together, he knows not who fhall 
gather; nor to whom he leaves them, whether a 


wife man or a fool: however this is certain as to 


himfelf, and at bis end fhall be a fool; he fhall ap- 


pear to be one for getting riches in an unlawful 


way ; for trufting in uncertain riches ; for promi- 
fing himfelf a great deal of pleafure and felicity 
in them for a long time, which he could not fe- 


cure; and for negleéting the true riches of grace 
and glory ; fee Luke xii. 19, 20,21. The Zargum 
is, ‘* at his end he is called a wicked man ;” be- 
caufe of the unjuft manner in which he has got 
his riches, and which appears by his end; every 
wicked man is a fool. 


The word here ufed is Na- ° 
bal, and as is his name, fo is he. 

y. 12. A glorious high throne from the beginning is 
the place of our fanéiuary.| The temple, which 
was a fanctified place, where the holy God dwelt, 
his holy worfhip was obferved, and his holy people 
met together. Here, from the beginning of its 
erection, from the time of its dedication, the Lord 
took up his refidence ; the glory of the Lord filled 
the houfe; he fet up his throne in it, a high and 
glorious one ; he dwelt between the cherubim, 
over the mercy-feat, typical of the throne of grace. 


Kimcht and Ben Melech obferve, that R. Samuel Ben 


Tibbon is of opinion, that the Cap of fimilitude is 
here wanting; and that it fhould be interpreted 
thus, as @ glorious high throne, &c. heaven is the 
high and glorious throne, where the Lord fits and 
reigns ; and the temple or fanctuary bore fome 
likenefs and refemblance to it; it was a figure of 
it; and every place where God is worfhipped, and 
grants his prefence, is no other but the bouje of 
God, and the gate of heaven; and therefore it was 
great wickednefs and ingratitude in the Fews, who 
were fo highly favoured of God, to’forfak@jhim, 
his houfe, his worfhip, his word and ordinances, 
as the following verfes fhew; and which fuggeft 
another reafon of their deftruction. The words in 
connexion with the following verfe may be read 
thus, ‘* and thou, whofe glorious high throne, the 
‘* place of our fanctuary is, O Lord, the hope of 
“© Trael,” Se. 

¥. 13. O Lord, the hope of Ifrael, &c.] Of all 
true J/raelites ; fuch as are regenerate perfons, and 
true believers in him; Chrift is the author and 
giver of that hope that is in them; the door of 
it unto them; the objeét on which it is exercifed 5 
the ground and foundation of it, or what gives 
encouragement to it; and the perfon they are 
hoping for; Old Teftament-faints hoped, waited 
for, and expected his firft coming ; and New Te- 
ftament-faints are hoping for his fecond coming, 
and to be for ever with him : all that forfake thee 


frail be afbamed ; who forfake him as the. hope of 


Tfrael, and place their hope elfewhere; in the crea- 
ture, in themfelves, in their riches, in their righ- 
teoufnefs, and profeffion of religion; fuch fhall be 
afhamed of their vain hope; whereas a true hope, 

2 


* “\y"7 collegit, Vatablus, Pagninus, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator, Cocceius ; collegit, Montanus, Schmidt; fo R. Sol. Urbin. 


Ohel Moed, fol. 82. 1. 
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t Hierozoicon, par. 2. 1.1. c. 12. col. 81. 1 
~ P"Tpid, the word here ufed, fometimes fignifies a confluence or collection of waters, as in 


* Vid. Frantz. Hitt. Animal. Sacr. 


Gen. i. 10. and elfewhere ; a place to bathe in; hence Fortunatus Scacchus, in Sacror. Eleachor. Myrothec. 1.1. ¢..33. col. 159, 
renders it here, the bath of Ifrael, the Lord; the Lord Jefus Chrift, whofe blood is a fountain opened, in which finners wath, 
and are cleanfed from their fins, Zach. xiii. 1. and this agrees with the latter part of the verfe, where the Lord is called the foun- 
tain of living water ; fo De Dieu, on ch. xiv. 8. obferves, the word is fo ufed in Exod. vii. 21. and fo R. Akiba interprets the 
“ word, faying, “ what is the meaning of "}\P?D, it is that which cleanfes the unclean; even fo God cleanfes Ifrael ;” and it is, 
adds De Dieu, as if you were to call God the pool of [fracl, or a confluence of water, where Ifrael may be wafhed from 


» his filth. 
Vor. I Nuts. 
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a hope upon, the right object, on Chrift the hope 
of I/rael, makes not afhamed ; nor fhall the man 
that has it be afhamed of that. The Targum pa- 
raphrafes it, ‘* all who. forfake thy worfhip thall 
‘¢ be afhamed ;” for they forfake their own mer- 
cies, who forfake the houfe and ordinances of God, 
and the affembling of themfelves together :, and 
they that depart from me; the prophet ; refufing to 
hear the word of the Lord by him, which was all 
one as departing from the Lord. Some render it, 
from thee, as the Vulgate Latin and Arabic verfions ; 
and fo the Targum, ‘‘ and the ungodly that tranfgrefs 
“¢ thy word;” whofe heart departed from the Lord, 
as in ¥, 1. notwithftanding their fhow of devotion 
and religion. Some render the words, that are 
chaftifed by me; but repent not, and are not re- 
formed thereby; reading not *)D1, as the Ma- 
forites direét, and we, and many others, follow ; 
but, according to the letters, and retaining them, 
1D! *} hall be written in the earth; havea name 
among earthly and carnal men, and be called fo, 
being fenfual and carnal, and minding nothing but 
earth and earthly things ; and fhall not be written 
among the living in Feru/alem, or have a name 
and a place among fpiritual men: or they fhall. be 
of a fhort continuance; their memory hall rot ; 
their names be put out for ever; and their me- 
morial perifh with them ; for things written in the 
duft do not continue, but are prefently deftroyed 
by a puff of wind, or by the treading of the foot 
upon them; or they fhall die, and return to the 
earth, and be laid in the grave, as Farchi and 
Kimchi interpret it; or fhall perith eternally, die 
the fecond death, being not written in the Lamb’s 
book of life.. The Zargum is, ‘* into hell thall 
‘© they fall.” The phrafe is oppofed to a being 
written, or having names written in heaven, Luke 
x. 20. Heb. xii. 22. which is the fame as to be 
writ in the book of life, or to be ordained 
unto*eternal life, Pdil. iv. 3. Aés xiii. 48. and 
what is the cafe of fuch who are not written in 
heaven, but in earth, may be feen in Rev. xx.'15. 
and xxi. 27: becaufe they have forfaken the Lord, 
the fountain of living waters; fee the note on ch. 
al. 13; 

¥.14. Heal me, O Lord, and I fall be bealed, 
&c.] _ Thefe are the words of the prophet, fen- 
fible of his own fins and backflidings, and of the 
part which he himfelf.had in thefe corrupt and 
declining times ; and being confcious of his own 
impotency to cure himfelf ; and being fully fatisfied 
of the power of thé Lord to heal him; and being 
well affured if he was healed by him, he fhould 
be thoroughly and effectually healed ; therefore he 
applies unto him. Sins are difeafes; healing them 
is the forgivenefs of them; God only can grant 
this: or this, may have refpect to the confolation 
of him, whofe foul was diftreffed, grieved and 
wounded, with the confideration of the fins of his 
people, and the calamities coming upon them on 
that account : fave me, and I foall be faved, with 
a temporal, fpiritual and eternal falvation ; fave 
me from the corruptions of the times, from the 
defigns of my enemies; preferve me to thy king- 
dom and glory; there are none faved but whom 
the Lord faves, and thofe that are faved by him, 
are faved to a'purpofe ;. they can never perifh : for 
thou art my praife, the caufe of it, by reafon of 


mercies beftowed 5: the objec of ity whom he did} 
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and would praife- evermore, becaufe of his favours, — 


particularly the bleffings \of shealing--and falvation 
by,,him 5 fee Pficilint+4i 4). ho 1 
¥.15. Bebold, they fay unto me, &ox\ « Or, they 
are faying unto me%, continually ; thefeswere their 
daily flours and jeers : where is the word of, the 
Lord ? that thou haft fo often talked oft; ‘thew haft 
fora long time. threatened us with a fiegejvand fa- 
mine, peitilence, and the fword, and:eapuivity, but 
none, of thefe come-to pafs; where’s the accom- 
plifhment of them ?.thou haft pretended’ :to shave 
the word of the Lerd for all this; but wheres it, 
or the fulfilment of it? fo the Yargum, ** where 
“is that which thou haft propheijed inthe name. 
“ ot the Lord?” the; judgments, as punifhments 
for fin, he.prophefied of, , This: has) been always 
ufual in all ages, that when, Ged’s judgments 
threatened have not, been immediately, executed, 
{coffers and mockers have rofe up, fuggefting they 
would never come; fee Ma/.ii..17. 2 Pets iting, a: 
let it come vow ; immediately, or well not belicyve 
it ever will,;, a very impudent, daring: and wicked 
expreffion : this is like that.in J/v. 1g.0 The Lar- 
gum is, ** let it now be confirmed 5”) on fulfilled ; 
declaring as their impiety, \fo theirinfidelity 5. not 
believing it-ever would be-fulfilled. oi) wemeo > 
¥.16. As for me, I have not-bapened, from being 


a pofter to follow, thee, 8c.) . Tho’ hewhadvamec - 


with fo much ill ufage, and was hated: by, the peo- 
ple for bringing fuch meflages to them, and was 
jeered and fcoffed at becaufe his prophecies were 
not accomplifhed ; yet he had not been hafty, and 
folicitous, and importunate with the Lord. tovdif- 
mifs him from his fervice ; but was willing to con- 
tinue in his office as a paftor or prophet, and to 
follow the Lord fully, and faithfully perform the 
work he had called him to, whatever difficulties 
and difcouragements attended him, or reproaches 
were caft upon him. Some render the words, J 
haftened not, or I have not urged, or prejed, to be 
a pafior after thee +; to which the fenfe of Kimchi 
agrees, ‘* I did not prefs myfelf, or was anxious 
‘¢ about the matter, thatI fhould be a fhepherd 
‘¢ after thee, or a prophet ;’’ he did not run be- 
fore he was fent; he did not thruft himfelf into - 
this office ; he was not forward, but backward to 
it, as appears from ch. i. 6. a paftor of the Lord 
is an under-fhepherd; one that has his miffion and 
commiffion from the Lord; who obeys him in all 
things ; follows his directions; goes where and 
with what he fends him; and fuch an one was Fe-~ 
remiab tho’ it was not what he fought after, and 
was prefling for; and this he fays to take off the 
edge of the peoples refentment againft him; to 
which agree the following words: weither have I 
defired the woful day, thou knoweft , he forefaw that 
reproaches and calumnies would be caft upon him, 
and that bonds and affiiétions would abide him 
wherever he went with his meffages and prophe- 
cies; he knew it would be a woful and miferable 
day to him, whenever he was fent as a prophet to 
this people; and that he fhould meet with nothing 
but forrow, and trouble, and vexation of fpirit ; 
and therefore it could not be defirable to him, as 
aman, to be in fuch an office, or to be fent on 
fuch an errand; to be a mefitnger of fuch ter- 


rible things, and to denounce fuch woful judg- 


; iy ae ments ; 


* Caftigati a me, Schmidt; fo Stockius, p. 455,725. Junius and Tremellius’ follow the-fame reading, only they render 


the words not fo properly, cafigationes mea, 
= PANS Fy oA ND 
urfi fe pafter poft te, Noldius, p. 567, 
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ments ; and mitch lefs did he defire the execution 
of them, even tho’ he had prophefied of them’; 
having not fo much regard to his own honour and 
credit, as an affection to the’ people, and a com+ 
paffionate concern for their welfare; and for all 
this he could appeal to the heart-fearching and rein- 
trying God. The Septuagint, Vulgate Latin, Syriac 
and rabic verfions render it, man’s day; fee 1 Cor. 
iv. 3. but the Yargum paraphrafes it agreeable to 
the fenfe given, ** and the evil day which thou 
“* fhalt bring upon them, I have not defired :” 
that which came out of my lips, was right before 
thee; as he could appeal to the omnifcient God 
for the truth of the above, fo for this, that he de- 
livered nothing by way of prophecy, but what he 
had from the Lord; and that he delivered out 
truly and faithfully whatever he had from him ; 
and it was all done openly and publickly, and: in 
his fight, with all fincerity and truth; fee 2 Cor. 
ii. 17. 

y. 17. Be not a terror unto me, &c.] “By de- 
ferting him, and leaving him in’ the hands of his 
enemies ; or by denying him fupports under their 
reproaches and perfecution ; or by withdrawing his 
gracious prefence from him, than which nothing 
is more terrible to a good man ; or by withholding 
the comfortable influences of his Spirit ; or by 
fuffering terrors to be injected into him from any 
quarter ; and more is meant, than is. expreffed ; 
namely, that God would be a comforter of him, 
and bear him up under all his troubles: ¢hou art 
my hope in the day of evil; the author and object 
of his hope; the ground and foundation of it, 
from whom he hoped for deliverance, when it was 
atime of diftrefs with him, from outward as well 
as from inward enemies; he was his hope in a 
time of outward: calamity, and in the hour of 
death, and day of judgment. 

y. 18. Let them be confounded that perfecute me, 
&c.] With words, with reproaches, with fcoffs 
and jeers, faying, where's the word of the Lord? 
jet fuch be afhamed, that fcoffingly put fuch a 
queftion, by feeing the accomplifhment of it: du¢ 
let not me be confounded; who have delivered it out 
as the word of the Lord, that fhould be furely 
fulfilled ; let not me.brought to fhame by the 
non-accomplifhment of it, and be reckoned as a 
falfe prophet : Jet them be difmayed ,-terrified and 
affrighted, when they fhall fee the judgments of 
God coming upon them, which they have jeeringly 
called for: ut let not me be difmayed, by their not 
coming, or when they fhall come ; but preferve 
and protect me: bring upon them the day of evil ; 


| fanctification of the fabbath, 
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and a very ptoper 
place to begin a new chapter: go and fiand in the 
gate of the children of the people, where there were 
great numbers ‘of people paffing and repaffing ; 
and whither the people rae upon one account 
or another ; or where they dwelt. Some particular 
gate of the city of Ferufalem {eems to be meant ; 
and not the gate of the temple, as .dbarbinel, 
Some think the fheep-gate, and others the water- 
gate, Neh, iii. 1, 26. perhaps rather the latter; 
fince the Nethinim dwelt near it, who were the 
Gibeonites, fo called, becaufe given to the congres 
gation of [rae/, to be hewers of wood, and draw- 
ers of water to it; and thefe were the childrcn o 
the people, of the nations of the world, the. ol 
Canaanites, as well as they were the fervants of 
the people of J/rael: but what -particular gate is 
intended is not certain ; it is very likely it was one 
that was near the court, by what follows: whereby 
the kings of Fudab come in, and by which they go 
out when they went out to war and returned ; or 
went to their country-houfes and came back ; or 
on any bufinefs and occafion whatever. This fhews 
a reafon why the prophet was to go and ftand in 
this gate, firft ; becaufe his meflage was to be firit 
delivered to thefe great perfonages, who had a per- 
fonal concern herein, and who could influence others 
by their authority and example: and in all the gates 
of Ferufalem ; atter he had been in the former, and 
delivered his meffage ; for it concerned all the in- 
habitants of the city, high and low, rich and poor, 
male and female, young and old; and therefore 
he was to go to every gate, and ftand and pro- 
claim there, as being the moft public places of 
refort and concourfe, and where people were con- 
tinually going and coming. ° 

¥.20. And fay unto them, hear ye the word of 
the Lord, &c.] Concerning the fanétification of 
the fabbath ; for this was not of human, but of 
divine inftitution: ye kings of Fudah; which muft 
be underftood, either, as Kimchi thinks, of the then 
prefent king and his fons, fo called becaufe they 
would reign after him ; for there was but one king 
at a times and who, perhaps, at this time, .was 
Jofiah: or elfe the king and ‘his nobles, the princes 
of the land, are meant: and all Fudah, and all the 
inbabitants of Ferufalem that enter in by thefe gates ; 
the people in the feveral parts of the land of Fu- 
dea, that came to Yerufalem either for trade and 
merchandife, or for worfhip, and all that dwelt in 
the metropolis; for the bufinefs the prophet had to 
charge them with, concerned them all. 

v.21. Thus faith the Lord, take heed to your- 


of punifhment; which they put far away, and fcoff | /e/ves, &c.] That ye fin not -againft the Lord, by 


at; tho’ the prophet did not defire the woful day 
to come upon the people in general, yet upon his 
perfecutors in particular. ‘archi interprets it of 
the men of Anathoth alone; and which defire of 
his did not arife from malice towards them, but 
from indignation at their fin, and for the glory 
of the divine being, whofe name was blafphemed 
by them: and deftroy them with double deftruétion , 
not with two forts of judgments, fword and fa- 
mine, as Ferom, but with an utter deftruction, 
with breach after breach, deftruction after deftruc- 
tion, until they were entirely deftroyed ; unlefs it 
fhould have regard to the two times of deftruction, 
“firft by the Chaldeans, and then by the Romans. 
¥.19. Thus faid the Lord unto me, &c.] Here 
begins a new fermon or difcourfe, concerning the 


0 * 


breaking the fabbath, and fo bring wrath and ruin 
upon yourfelves: or, to your fouls*; to the inward 
frame of them, that they be in difpofition for the 
work of that day; and that they be wholly en- 
gaged therein, even all the powers and. faculties of 
them ; and that they be not.taken up in thoughts 
and cares about other things: aud bear no burden 
on the fabbath-day; as no worldly thoughts. and 
cares fhould cumber the mind, and lie heavy there- 
on, to the interruption of {piritual exercifes of re~ 
ligion; fo neither fhould.any.weight or burden be 
borne by the body, or carried from place, to place ; 
as not by themfelves, fo neither by their fervants,. 
nor by their cattle, nor in carts and waggons, nor 
by any inftrument whatever; in fhort all fervile 
work was forbidden: nor bring it in by the gates of 

Ferufalem ; 


- i “ ® ONDA in -animabus veltris, Calvin, Montanus, Schmidt, 
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Ferufalem, to be unloaded and fold there, as wine, 
prapes, figs, and fifh were, in the times of Nehe- 
miabh, Neb. xiii. 15, 16, 19. 

y¥. 22. Neither carry forth a burden out of your 
boufes, &c.] Not of dirt and foil only, as fome 
reftrain the fenfe ; but of any ware or merchan- 
dife; in order to be fold in the city or elfewhere : 
neither do ye any work, any fervile work, any kind 
of manufacture, either within doors or without ; 
or exercife any kind of trade, or barter and mer- 
chandife, or do any fort of worldly bufinefs ; no- 
thing but what was of mere neceffity, for the pre- 
fervation of life; fee Exod. xx. 10: but hallow ye 
the fabbath-day , or, fanétify it ® ; by feparating it 
from all worldly bufinefs, and devoting it to the 
worfhip of God in public and private, {pending it 
wholly in acts of religion and piety: as I com- 
manded your fathers ; not Abraham, Ifaac, and Fa- 
cob; but thofe that came out of Egypt, to whom, 
and to their pofterity after them, this command- 
ment was enjoined, Exod. xx. g, 9, 10. and xxxi. 
13—17. fo that this was not a novel injunction, 
but what was commanded from the beginning of 
their civil and church-ftate ; from the time of their 
coming out of Egypt, and becoming a feparate 
people and nation, under a theocracy, or the go- 
vernment of God himfelf; being chofen and fet 
apart to be a fpecial, peculiar, and holy people to 
himfelf, of which the fanctification of the fabbath 
was a fign; and was to be obferved unto the 
Meffiah’s coming, the fum and fubitance of it, 
Col. ii. 16, 17. 

¥. 23. But they obeyed not, &c.] Or, beard not; 


fo as to obferve and do; that is, their fathers did 


not; this command was very early difobeyed, and 
more or lefs in all intervening times: neither in- 
clined their ear, ox liftened attentively to what was 
faid to them ; but if they heard at all, it was in a 
very indifferent and carelefs manner, as if they 
cared not whether they heard or no; whereas per- 
fons intent on hearing, bow the head, and turn 
the ear ; and if they have one. better than another, 
will turn that, in order to take in what they are 
attentive to; but fo did not the Yewsh fathers : 
but made their neck ftiff ; or bard*; and would not 
bend it, to take upon them the yoke of the com- 
mandments : a metaphor taken from untamed 
oxen, that will not fubmit the neck to the yoke, 
but draw back from it. The Septuagint and Ara- 
bic verfions underftand all this, not of the Fewi/h 
fathers of old, but of their children, even of the 
then prefent generation, rendering the words, ut 
hardened their neck more than their fathers; they 
were more ftiff-necked, refractory, and difobedient 
than they were; this was always the character of 
this people ; as were the fathers, fo were the chil- 
dren, if not worfe; fee fs vii. 51: that they 
might not hear nor receive inftruGtion, about the 
command of the fabbath, or any other: or cor- 
rettion, or difcipline*; the yoke of which they 
were as unwilling to bear, as the yoke of the 
commandments, ‘Yer. xxxi. 18. 

¥. 24. And it fhall come to pafs, &c.] Or, yet 
it fhall come to pafs*; {0 it fhall be, notwithftand- 
ing all former difobedience and rebellion: if ye di- 
ligently hearken unto me, faith the Lord; or, in 
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obey the command given before-mentioned, fo a$ 
to bring in no burden through the gates of this caty 
on the fabbath-day , to be bought or fold, or to 
be wrought on or with; and fo likewife to ¢ 
nothing out of their houfes or city, which, thoug 
not expreffed, is underftood as before; and this 
refpects not only the city of Fcru/alem, but all other 
cities and towns in Yudea; for the word of the 
Lord, concerning this matter, was fent to all 7x- 
dab, the whole land of Judea, ¥. 20: but ballow 
the fabbath-day, to do no work therein, one part of 
the fanctification of the fabbath lay in a ceffation 
from all fervile work, tho’ not wholly, but alio 
in the obfervance of religious worfhip, and the one 
was in order to the other; for unlefs they ab- 
{tained from worldly bufinefs, they could not be at 
leifure to attend divine fervice. | 

¥. 25. Iben fhall there enter into the gates of this 
city, &c.} In a very publick and iplendid manner: 
kings and princes fitting upon the throne of David ; 
that is, kings, with the princes of the blood, or 
with their nobles, who fhall be of the houie and 
line of David; and in a continual fucceffion fha!l 
fit upon his throne, and poffefs the kingdom of 
the houfe of Fudcb, and rule over them in great 
glory, peace, and profperity : riding in chariots and 
on horfes, they and their princes, the men of Fudab, 
and the inhabitants of Ferufalem, fome riding in 
chariots, and fome on horfes; the king, with fome 
of the princes of the blood, in one chariot ; his 
nobles in others, or on horfeback ; with great 
numbers of the citizens of Ferufalem, and people 
from all parts, flocking to fee them, and join in 
the proceffion, and fo make it more grand and 
auguit : and this city fhall remain for ever, or, be 
inhabited for ever»; a long time, and not be de- 
ftroyed, as has been threatened, or its inhabitants 
carried captive. 

y. 26. And they fhall come from the cities of Fx- 
dab, &c.} That is, men fhall come from all parts 
of the land of Fudea to the city of Ferufalem, and 
to the temple; efpecially at the times of their fo- 
lemn feafts, three times a year, as the law directed : 
and from the places about Ferufalem, and from all 
the towns and villages adjacent to it, juch as Be- 
thany and Bethphage, and many others: and from 
the land of Benjamin, which tribe continued with 
the tribe of Fudgh when the reft revolted, and was 
now with it, and ftill would continue*with it, and 


join with it in religious worfhip, were they careful 


to obferve what the Lord commanded them: and 


from the plain, and from the mountains, and from 


the fouth, thefe refpect the feveral parts of the 
land of Fudah, which, the Fews ‘ fay, was divided 
into three parts, the mountain, plain or champaign 
country, and the valley: the p/aim was that part 
where Lydda and other cities were ; the mountain is 
the fame with the hill-country of Judea, Luke i. 
39, 65. and the /outh, the fouthern part of the 
land, that which is called the wildernefs of Fudea, 
of which fee Fo/b. xv. 20—63. The above Jewi/b 
writers fay *, that from Bethoron to Emmaus was 
the mountain or hill-country ; from Emmaus to 
Lydda the plain, and from Lydda to the fea the 
valley ; now, from all thefe places fhould perfons 
come to the temple: dringing burnt-offerings and 


hearing hear *®; hearken attentively, and readily \/acrifices, and meat-offerings and incenfe; Sacrifices , 
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and offerings of all forts, according to the law; 
hereby iignifying, that if the fabbath was obferved, 
as it would go well with the kings and princes of 
Fudab, they would keep a fplendid court, and 
have a numerous retinue, fo it would be well with 
the prieits that ferved at the altar ; facrifices would 
be brought to them, of which they would have 
their part, as well as God have glory by an obe- 
dience to his laws; and befides thefe, other fa- 
crifices would alfo be brought, as follows: and 
bringing facrifices of praife unto the houfe of the Lord; 
thank-offerings for mercies received and deliver- 
ances wrought, as well as facrifices for fins ccm- 
mitted; and this was one fort of the peace-offer- 
ings, Lev, vil, 11—15. 

y. 27. But if ye will not hearken unto me, &c.] 
With refpect to this particular point, more efpe- 
‘cially: to hallow the fabbath-day , to keep it holy 
to the Lord in a religious way, in the exercife of 
the duties of religion, both publick and private : 
and not to bear a burden, even entering in at the 


gates of Ferufalem on the fabbath-day; or, and go 
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through , or, fo as to go through ', &c. and may 
intend either one and the fame thing, namely, 
entering in at the gates with a burden upon the 
fhoulders ; or two things, bearing a burden, and 
Carrying it any where in or out of the city; and 
an unneceffary paffing and repaffing thro’ the gates 
of the city, whether a man has or has not a bur- 
den upon him, fince the fabbath might be vio- 
lated either way: then will I.kindle a fire in the gates 
thereof ; where the prophet was to publifh all this, 
and where the people finned by paffing and repaf- 
fing, and carrying burdens in and out on the fab- 
bath-day : and it fhall devour the palaces of Ferufa- 
lem, the king’s palace, and the palaces of the 
princes and nobles, as well as the cottages of the 
poorer fort: and it fhall not be quenched; until it 
has utterly deftroyed the city: this was fulfilled by 
the Chaldeans, ch. lii. 13. The Fews fay, there’s 
no fire kindled, but where the fabbath is pro- 
phaned; and that Yeru/alem was deftroyed, be- 
caufe they prophaned the fabbath 


GEA: (Peacev iI. 


HIS chapter-exprefies the fovereign power 

of God over his creatures, and his ufual 
methods of dealing with them; it threatens de- 
ftruction to the Fews for their idolatry, and is 
clofed with the prophet’s complaint of his perfe- 
cutors, and with imprecations upon them. The 
fovereign power of God is exprefied under the fi- 
mile of a potter working in his fhop, and making 
and marring veffels at pleafure, ¥. 1, 2, 3, 4. the 
’ application of which to God, and the houfe of J/- 
rael, isin ¥. 5, 6. and is illuftrated by his ufual 
dealings with kingdoms and nations ; for tho’ he 
is a fovereign being, yet he acts both in a kind 
and equitable way ; and as the potter changes his 
work, fo he changes the difpenfations of his pro- 
vidence, of which two inftances are given; the one 
is, that having threatened ruin to a nation, upon 
their repentance and good behaviour he revokes 
the threatening, ¥. 7, 8. and the other is, that 
having made a declaration of good to a people, 
upon their fin and difobedience he recalls it, and 
punifhes them for their wickednefs, ¥. 9, 10. then 
follows a prophecy of the deftruction of the Fews 
in particular, in which they are exhorted to repen- 
tance to prevent it; their obftinacy is obferved ; 
their folly in departing from God, and worfhip- 
ping idols, is expofed; and they are threatened 
with utter ruin, ¥. 11—17. the confpiracy and 
evil defigns of the Fews againft the prophet, their 
malice and ingratitude, are complained of by him, 
y. 18, 19, 20. his imprecations upon them, and 
prayers for their deftruction, are delivered out in 
¥. 21, 225 23s 


y. 1. The word which came to Feremiah from the 
Lord, faying,| ‘The word of prophecy, as the Zar- 
gum: this is a diftinét prophecy from the former, 
tho’ it may be conneéted with it; it referring to 
the deftruction threatened in the latter part of the 
preceding chapter. 


1 yy 85} & intretis per portas, Cocceius, Schmidt. 
ers tov Ader, Sept. fuper lapide, vel typo, Calvin. 
Calvin; fuper formas, Montanus. 
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¥.2. Arife, and go down to the potter’s houfe, 
&c.] Which, no doubt, was well known to the 
prophet ; but where it was, is not certain. Some 
think Feremiah was in the temple, and this houfe 
was beneath it, and therefore he is bid to go down 
to it; but of this there is no certainty, nor even 
probability : it is moft likely that this houfe was 
without the city, perhaps near the potter’s field, 
Matt. xxvii. 10. and which lying low, he is or- 
dered to go down to it: and there I will caufe thee 
to bear my words; there the Lord would tell him 
what he had further to fay to him, and what he 
fhould fay to the people; and where by lively re- 
prefentations, by fenfible objects before him, he 
would caufe him to underftand more clearly what 
he faid and defigned to do: as God fometimes re- 
prefented things to the minds of the prophets in 
dreams and vifions, fetting before them mental ob- 
jects, and raifing in their minds ideas of things; 
fo fometimes he reprefented things to them by real 
vifible objects, and by fimilies taken from thence, 
conveyed unto them a clear and diftinét knowledge 
of his mind and will, and they to the people; 
which was the cafe here. 
¥. 3. Ibhen I went down to the potter's houfe, 
&c.] He did as the Lord commanded him; he 
was obedient to the divine will; he went to hear 
what the Lord had to fay to him there, and to ob- 
ferve fuch things, from whence he might learn in- - 
ftruction for himfelf and others: and bebold, he 
wrought a work on the wheels; the Targum renders 
it, upon a feat, or his feats, as Funius and Tremel- 
lius ; but it fignifies not the inftrument on which 
the potter fat whilft he worked, but that on which 
he did his work. The Septuagint verfion renders 
it, on fiones"; and R. Fonab ° fays, that in fome 
countries the potter’s inftrument is in the likenefs 
of two mill-ftones, the lowermoft is the greateft, 
and the uppermoft is the leaft. Or rather the 
word may fignify frames or moulds ® made of ftone, 
in 
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in which the potter put his clay, and fathioned it: 
tho’ I fee no reafon to depart from the fignification 
of wheels, which are ufed in the potter’s work, 
even two of them ; and fo the word here is of the 
dual number ; tho’ one is more properly called the 
wheel, and the other the /athe, and are defcribed 
as follows: ‘© The potter’s wheel confifts princi- 
pally in its nut, which is a beam or axis, whofe 
foot or pivot plays perpendicularly on a free- 
{tone-fole or bottom; from the four corners a-top 
of this beam, which does not exceed two feet 
in height, arife four iron bars, called the fpokes 
of the wheel; which forming diagonal lines with 
the beam, defcend, and are faftened at bottom 
to the edges of a {trong wooden circle, four feet 
in diameter, perfectly like the felloes of a coach- 
wheel ; except that it hath neither axis nor radit, 
and is only joined to the beam, which ferves it 
as an axis, by the iron-bars. The top of the 
nut is flat, of a circular figure, and a foot in 
diameter.. On this is laid a piece of the clay or 
earth to be turned and fafhioned. The wheel 
thus difpofed, is encompafied with four fides of 
four different pieces of wood, fuftained in a 
wooden frame: the hind-piece, which is that 
whereon the workman fits, is made a little in- 
clining towards the wheel : on the fore-piece are 
placed the pieces of prepared earth: laftly, the 
fide-pieces ferve the workman to reft his feet 
againft; and are made inclining, to give him 
more or lefs room, according to the fize of the 
veffels to be turned ; by his fide is a trough of 
water, wherewith from time to time he wets his 
hands, to prevent the earth fticking to them. 
—The potter having prepared his clay or earth, 
and laid a piece of it fuitable to the work he 
intends, on the top of the beam, fits down; his 
thighs and legs much expanded, and his feet 
refted on the fide-pieces, as is moft convenient. 
In this fituation he turns the wheel round, till 
it has got the proper velocity; when wetting his 
hands in the water, he bores the cavity of the 
veffel, continuing to widen it from the middle; 
and thus turns it into form, turning the wheel 
afrefh, and wetting his hands from time to 
time.—The potter’s /athe is alfo a kind of wheel, 
but fimpler and flighter than the former ; its 
three chief members are an iron beam or axis, 
three feet and an half high, and two inches in 
diameter; a little wooden wheel all of a piece, 
an inch thick, and feven or eight in diameter, 
placed horizontally a-top of the beam, and 
ferving to form the veffel on; and another 
larger wooden wheel all of piece, three inches 
thick, and two or three feet broad, faftened to 
the fame beam at the bottom, parallel to the 
horizon. The beam or axis turns by a pivot 
at bottom, in an iron ftand. The workman 
gives the motion to the lathe with his feet, by 
pufhing the great wheel alternately with each 
foot ; {till giving it a lefler or greater degree of 
motion as his work requires 3.” Thus Zere- 
miah {aw the potter work, or fomewhat like this ; 
for no doubt pottery, as other things, has been 
improved fince his time. 

¥. 4. And the veffel that be made of clay, &c.] 
Which is the matter the veflel is made of : was 
marred in the hand of the potter; whilft he was 
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working it; either it fel/, as the Septuagint verfion 
renders it, out of his hands, or from the beam on 
which it was laid; or was fpoiled by fome means 
or other, fo that it was not fit for the purpofe he 
firft intended it: or the words fhould be read, ac- 
cording to fome copies, and the veffél was marred 
which he made, as clay in the hand of the potter * ; 
while it was clay ; or moift, as Yarchi interprets it; 
and while it was in his hands, forming and fafhion- 
ing it: fo be made it again another veffel; put it 
into another form and fhape it would better ferve: 
as feemed good to the potter to make it; juft as he 
pleafed, and as his judgment in his art direéted 
him; he having power over the clay to mould it 
as he would, and as it beft anfwered fo to do. 

¥. 5. Then the word of the Lord came unto me, 
Jaying,| Whilft he was in the potter’s houfe; and 
after he had obferved his manner of working, and 
the change he had made in his work, the Lord 
fpoke to him, and applied it in the following man- 
ner ii 

y. 6. O boufe of Ifrael, cannot I do with you as 
this potter, faith the Lord? &c.] Make, and marr, 
and remake at pleafure? certainly he could. God 
is a fovereign being, and has a fovereign and un- 
controulable power over his creatures; he has an 
indifputable right unto them, and can difpofe of 
them as he pleafes ; he has as good a right to them, 
and as great power over them, as the potter has to 
and over his clay, and a better and greater ; fince 
they are made-by him, and have their all from | 
him, their being, life, and motion; whereas the 
clay is not made by the potter; it is only the veffel 
that is made of the clay by him, which has its 
form from him; if therefore the potter has fuch 
power over the clay, which he did not make, as 
to caft it into another form as it pleafes him, and 
efpecially when marred ; the Lord hag an un- 
doubted power over men, and a juft right to change 
their flate and circumftances as he pleafes; nor 
have they any reafon to complain of him, efpeci- 
ally when they have marred themfelves by their 
own fins and tranfgreffions; which was the prefent 
cafe of the houfe of Jrae/, or the Fews; fee If 
xxix. 16. and xlv. 9. Rom. ix. 20,21. Bebold, as 
the clay is in the potter’s hand; and he can form 
and fafhion it as he pleafes, and it is not in the 
power of the clay to refift and hinder him: /o are 
ye in mine band, O houfe of Ifrael; and 1 can dif- 
pofe of you as I pleafe, and put you in what cir- 
cumftances it feems good unto me, drive-you from 
your land, and fcatter you among the nations ; 
nor can you hinder me from doing this, or what- 
ever elfe is my pleafure. And this his fovereign 
power and pleafure, and as exercifed in a way of 
mercy and equity, are exemplified in the following 
cafes. ; 

y. 7. At what inftant I foal fpeak concerning a 
nation, and concerning a kingdom, &c.| By way of 
threatening : or, the moment I foall fpeak*, 8c. as 
foon as ever I have declared concerning an 
ple whatever, Fews or Gentiles’; that if they go on 
in their fins, and remain impenitent, and do not 
turn from them, that they muft expeé I will 
quickly come out againft fuch a nation and king- 

om in a providential way, as threatened: 70 pluck 

up, and to pull down, and to deftroy it; as the pro- — 
prietor of a garden, when it don’t turn to his ac- 
count 
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count, plucks up the plants, and pulls down the | 


fences, and lets it go to ruin. , 

¥. 8. If that nation againft whom I have pro- 
nounced, &c.] Such a fentence as this, fhould im- 
mediately, upon the above.declaration, do as Ni- 
niveh did: turn from their evil; their evil of fin, 
their evil ways and works, as an evidence of the 
truth of their repentance for former fins: J will 
repent of the evil that I thought to do unto them; as 
they change their courfe of life, God will change 
the difpenfations of his providence towards them, 
and not bring upon them the evil of punifhment 
he threatened them with; in which fenfe repent- 
ance can only be underftood of God, he doing 
that which is fimilar to what men do when they 
repent of any thing; they ftop their proceedings, 
and change their outward conduct; fo God pro- 
ceeds not to do what he threatened to do, and 
changes his outward behaviour to men; he wills 
a change, and makes one in his methods of act- 
ing, but never changes his will. 

¥. 9. And at what inftant I fhall [peak concerning 
a nation, and concerning a kingdom, &c.| By way 
of promife on the other hand: or, and the moment 
I fhall fpeak, &c. as in ¥. 7. in favour to a people; 
fignifying, that if they do that which is right and 
good, and continue therein, it may be expected 
that I will appear for and among fuch a nation 
and kingdom: to build, and to plant it; to build 
up its fences that have been broken down, and to 
plant it with pleafant plants, and make it profper- 
ous and flourifhing, and protect and defend it, and 
keep it fafe, and in a fecure condition; fo that it 
fhall be in very thriving circumftances, and be out 
of the power of its enemies to hurt it. 
. y. 10. If it do evil in my fight, &c.] What is 
finful, contrary to the law and will of God, openly 
and publickly, in a bold and daring manner : : that 
it obey not my voice; in my word, and by my pro- 
phets, but turn a deaf ear to them, and flight 
and defpife all inftruétions, admonitions, and re- 
proofs: then I will repent of the good, wherewith I 
faid I would benefit them, or, do them good‘; that 
is, withhold it from them, and not beftow it on 
them; but, on the contrary, correct or punifh 
them according to their deferts. Thus, tho’ God 
is a fovereign God, yet in the difpenfations of his 
providence towards kingdoms and nations, he deals 
with them in fuch a merciful and equitable man- 
ner, that there is no juft reafon to complain of 
him; and yet he maintains and keeps up his power 
and authority, fuch as the potter exercifes over the 
clay. ; 

ra 11. Now therefore go to, &c.] This is the 
application of the above general rules of procedure 
to the people of the Yews, and particularly that 
which relates to the deftruction of a nation or 
kingdom, and the declaration of it in order to 
reclaim them: peak to the men of Fudab, and to 
the inhabitants of Ferufalem, faying, thus faith the 
Lord; or, to the man of Fudah“ ; the body of the 
Fewifh nation, and efpecially the inhabitants of the 
metropolis of it; which,was the fource of fin to the 
whole kingdom, and on which the calamity threat- 
ned would chiefly come, if not prevented by a re- 
formation : behold, I frame evil againft you; as the 
potter frames his clay upon the wheel, to which 
the allufion is ; which is to be underftood of the 
evil of punifhment, but not of any fecret purpofe, 
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and fettled determination, in the mind of God te 
bring it upon them; for that is, never difannulled 
by himfelf-or others, or ever changed; but fome 
operation in providence, which began to work to- 
wards their deftruction ; fome providential, ftep 
which God had taken, anid which threatened their 
ruin: and devife a device againft you; the fame as 
before ; by which it looked as if he had thought 
of the matter, and had contrived’a fcheme, which 
if he went on with, would iffue in the fubverfion 
of their whole ftate: return you every one frim,-bis 
evil way; that fo the reformation may be as ge- 
neral as the cotruption was: it fuppofes a fenfe of 
the evil of their former conduét, and repentance 
for their fins; of which their forfaking and ab- 
{taining from them would be an evidence: and 
make your ways and your doings good; for it is not 
fufficient barely to abftain from fin, which is .only 
a negative holinefs; but there muft be a perfor- 
mance of good works, a walking in them, a con- 
ftant feries and courfe of obedience to God, ac- 
cording to the rule of his word. 

¥. 12. And they faid; there is no hope, &c.] Or; 
but they faid™ ; not that there was no hope of the 
grace and mercy of God upon their repentance and 
reformation, for that is before declared ; but that 
they were fo hardened in their fins, fo fixed in 
their wicked courfes,: and fo determined to go on 
in them, that there was no. room for the prophet _ 
to hope of ever reclaiming them ; fignifying, that 
it was to little purpofe to.talk to them, or exhort 
them, his labour would be in vain ; for they were 
at a point, and refolved to continue in their evil 
practices, let the confequences be what they would. 
Farchi’s note is, ** but I know that they will fay 
“ to thee concerning thy words, that we don’t 
** care for them ;”’ no not a rufh, you may as 
well hold your peace and fay nothing ; we are in 
no pain about future judgments, thefe give us 
no uneafinefs. The Zargum is, ‘* we ate turned 
*¢ from thy worfhip ;’’. and we are refolyed to 
continue as we are, and not to return to it, fay 
what you will: dut we will walk after our own de- 
vices; God may take his way, and we will take 
ours ; he has devifed evil againft us, you fay, and 
he may bring it if he pleafes ; we have devifed fin, 
and we'll go on in it: and we will do every one the 
imagination of bis evil heart; whatfoever our hearts 
fuggeft to us as pleafant and agreeable, that we’ll 
do, let the iffue be what it will: it is not to be 
thought that thefe people exprefled themielves in 
fo many words; but this was the language of their’ 
hearts, and of their actions, known unto the Lord, 
and are put into this form by him, or by the 
prophet, expreffing the real fentiments of their 
minds. 

y¥. 13. Therefore thus faith the Lord, &c.| This 
being the cafe of the people of the ews, and they 
fo refolutely bent on their own ways: afk ye among 
the heathen; enquire among the nations of the 
world, the Gentiles that know not the true God, 
and have not the external revelation of his will, 
only the dim light of nature to guide them; and 
fee if any thing like this is to be found among 
them, as with this people, favoured with the law of 
God, his word and ordinances to direct them, and 
his prophets to teach and inftruct them ; fuggeft- 
ing, that they were worfe than the heathens, and 
that it would be more tolerable for them one day, 
than 
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than for thefe people: who bath heard fuch things ? 
as exprefled in the preceding verfes ; fuch defpe- 
rate words, fuch bold and daring expreffions, fuch 
impious refolutions; for generally when perfons 
are reproved and threatened for fin, they promife 
amendment; or what is after related concerning 
their idolatries ; intimating that nothing like it was 
ever heard of among the Gentiles; fee ch. ii. 10,11: 
the virgin of I/rael hath done a very horrible thing ; 
the congregation of Jfrael, as the Targum; the 
people of the ews, ironically fo called; becaufe 
they had been efpoufed to the Lord as a chafte 
virgin, and ought to have remained fo, pure and 
incorrupt in the worfhip of him; but had com- 
mitted fpiritual adultery, that is, idolatry; even 
very grofs acts of it; horrible to hear and think 
of ; enough to make a man’s hair ftand an end to 
be told of ; or what was very filthy and abomi- 
nable, and to be loathed and detefted, which is 
explained, y¥.15. unlefs it can be thought to refer 
to what goes before, concerning their dreadful re- 
folution to continue in their evil ways. 

y¥.14. Will a man leave the fnow of Lebanon, 
which cometh from the rock of the field? &c.] 
Lebanon was a mountain on the borders of Fudea, 
the top of which was covered in the fummer-time 
with fnow, from the whitenefs of which it had its 
name, Lebanon; as the Alps, for the fame reafon, 
which lie between France and Jtaly: now, the fnow 
being diffolved by the heat, ran in flowing {treams 
down the rocks into the field and plain, where 
they might be eafily come at, and drank of ; and 
would a thirfty traveller, on a fummer’s day, pafs 
by fuch ftreams as thefe, and not drink of them? 
certainly he would not leave them, but ftop and 
drink ; he muft be an unwife man that fhould do 
otherwife ; and yet this was what the people of 
the Fews did; they forfook the Lord, the fountain 
of living waters; and who, becaufe of the plenty 
of good things in him, and flowing from him to 
them, were as /freams from Lebanon , and yet they 
left thefe cryftal ftreams, for the black and muddy 
waters of Sibor, or idols of Egypt, Cant. iv. 15. 
Fer. ii. 13, 18. or the words may be rendered, qwi// 
a man leave what comes from the rock of the field, 
for the fuow of Lebanon* ? that is, will a man 
neglect to drink of the water that comes out of a 
rock in his field, pure and clear, and is near at 
hand, and chufe to go to mount Ledanon to drink 
of the fnow-water, which runs down the moun- 
tain, and can never be thought fo clear as what 
comes out of the rock? furely he will not; he 
muft aét an unwife part if he does; and fuch a 
part, and worfe did the people of the Hews act in 
forfaking God: or, fhall the cold flowing waters 
which come from another place be forfaken? or, ftrange 
waters ¥; which come from far, from fome diftant 
rock, being conveyed in pipes, in which they come 
cool, and in flowing ftreams, for the fervice of a 
city and its inhabitants; and who, having fuch 
a privilege, would negleét them, and drink of 
ftanding water in a pond or puddle? or, the 
words, as the former, may be rendered, /hall for 
Strange frozen waters, be left flowing ones? fee 
Grotius. 

¥.15. Becaufe my people bath forgotten me, &c.] 
Or, that they have forgotten me*; this is the hor- 
rible thing they had done, which was unheard of 
among the Gentiles, who were always tenacious of 
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their gods, and the worfhip of them; and that 
foolifh and unwife thing, which was like leaving 
pure flowing ftreams of water for dirty puddles. 
This is to be underftood of their forfaking the 
worfhip of God, as the Targum interprets it, and 
following after idols: they have burnt incenfe to 
vanity, to idols, which are vain empty ‘things, 
and which cannot give their worfhippers what they 
expect from them: or, im vain they burn incenfe* ; 
even to the true God, whilft. they alfo facrificed 
unto idols ; which to do was an abomination to 
the Lord, J/ i. 13. and efpecially burning incenfe 
to idols muft be a vain thing ; and fo the Targum, 
** to no profit they burn incenfe or fpices :” and 
they have caufed them to ftumble in their ways; that 
is, either the idols they worfhipped, or the falfe 
prophets caufed the proftefling people of the Jews 
to {tumble and fall in the ways into which they 
led them: and from the ancient paths, or, the paths 
of eternity»; which lead to eternal life; or which 
were of old marked out by the revealed will of 
God for the faints to walk in; and in which the 
patriarchs and people of God, in all former ages, 
did walk ; and which were appointed from ever- 
lafting, and will remain for ever; and thefe are 
the good old paths in ch. vi. 16: to walk in paths, 
in @ way not caft up; a new way, unknown in 
former times ; an unbeaten track, which the faints 
had never walked in; a rough path, unfafe and 
dangerous ; and hence they ftumbled, and fell, and. 
came to ruin; as follows, 

¥.16. To make their land defolate, &c.] Not 
that this was the intention either of thofe that led 
them out of the right way into thofe wrong paths, 
or of them that went into them; but fo it was 
eventually ; this was the iffue of things ; their ido- 


latry and other fins were the caufe of their land 


being defolate ; thro” the ravage of the enemy, let 
in upon them by way of judgment ; and thro’ the 
deftru€tion of men by them; fo that there were 
few or none to cultivate and manure it: and @ 
perpetual hiffing, to be hiffed at perpetually by 
the enemy, whenever they paffed by it, and ob- 
ferved its defolation ; thereby expreffling their: ha- 
tred at its inhabitants; their joy at its defolation ; 
and their fatisfaction in it, which would be for 
ever; Or, as Kimchi interprets, a long time. This 
is the prefent cafe of the ‘fews ; and has been ever 
fince their deftruction by the Romans ; and will be 
until the fulnefs of the Gentiles is gathered ins 
every one that paffeth thereby fhall be aftonifbed; to 
fee the defolations made, and the {trange alterations 
ina place once fo famous for fruitfulnefs and num- 
ber of inhabitants: and wag his bead; either out 
of pity, or rather in a way of derifion and exulta- 
tion; fee Lam. ii. 15, 16. 

¥.17. Iwill featter them as with an eaft-wind 
before the enemy, &c.] As the eaft-wind, which 
is generally {trong and boifterous, drives the chaff 
and ftubble, and any thing that is light, before it, 
and {catters it here and there ; fo the Lord threatens 
to fcatter the people of the Fews over the face of 
the earth, before their enemies, whom they fhould 
not be able to withftand. It denotes the power of 
the enemy, God would make ufe of ; the eafe with 
which this fhould be done; and the utter difper- 


fion of them ; and is their prefent cafe: 1 will fhew- 


them the back, and not the face, in the day of their 
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favourable way, nor with any pity and compaffion 
for them, nor hear their cries ; but turn his back 
upon them, and a deaf ear unto them, and give 
them no fuccour and relief, or deliver them out 
of their calamities ; but fuffer them to continue 
upon them, and them to fink under them; fee 
Prov.i. 26,27, 28. which refers to the fame time 
of calamity.as here. 

X¥. 18. Ihen faid they, come, and let us devife de- 
vices againft Feremiah, &c.| Being enraged at the 
judgments threatened them, they propofe to enter 
into a confederacy and confultation together, to 
think of ways and means to ftop the mouth of 
the prophet, and even to take away his life; fince 
he had told them that God had devifed a device 
againit them, they were for devifing devices againft 
him ; that fo they might walk after their own de- 
vices, without being teized and tormented with 
this prophet: for the law fhall not perifh from the 
prie¢t ; whofe bufinefs it is to teach it; we have 
other priefts befides Feremiah, and we'll feek the 
Jaw at their mouths, and not at his ; and. perhaps 
thefe are the words of the priefts themfelyes, the 
men of Anathoth ; fo Farchi thinks ; pleafing them- 
felves with their character and office, and the per- 
petuity of it; that notwithftanding what Jeremy 
had faid, there would be a conftant fucceffion of. 
this order of men; nor fhould the law ever ceafe 
from being taught by them, to whofe inftruction 
men ought to liften, and not to fuch a prophet : 
nor counfel from the wife; we have wife rulers and 
governors, counfellors of ftate, and members of 
the Sanhedrim, and judges of all controverfies, and 
who are capable of giving advice upon any occa- 
fion ; nor fhall we ever want fuch, to whofe pru- 
dent counfel we do well to attend, and not 
to what this babling man fays; does he think to 
know better than our ftatefmen and fages, our 
counfellors in church and ftate ? nor the word from 
the prophet ; we have prophets among us, that pro- 
phefy as well as he, and better things; and whofe 
words of prophecy fhall be fulfilled, when his will 
not; who affure us, that we fhall have peace and 
profperity ; and therefore let us not regard what 
this man fays, or be intimidated by his threat- 
nings: come, and let us fmite him with the tongue ; 
by faying all the evil we can of him; by threat- 
ning him with pains and penalties; by loading 
him with reproaches and calumnies; by taking away 
his good name, and leffening his character and 
reputation among the people ; and fo the Targum, 
* let us bear falfe witnefs agdinft him ;” or, /e¢ 
us finite bim in the tongue*; cut it out, as Abar- 
binel, or ftop his mouth, and hinder him from 
fpeaking any more in this manner to the people ; 
or, let us finite him for the tongue *; becaufe ot the 
words he fays, or the prophecies he delivers out : 
and let us not give heed to any of his words, or, to 
all bis words *; all which they.reckoned his own, 
and not the words of the Lord.. The Sepruagint 
verfion is, and we fhall hear all his words; we 
fhall provoke him to fay all he has to fay, and thall 
hear and have enough out of his mouth to con- 
demn him; and in all this, and in many other 
things that follow, Feremiah was a type of Chrift, 
to whom Yerom applies the whole paffage. 

¥.19. Give heed to me, O Lord, &c.] To his 
prayer, fince his enemies would not give heed to 
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his prophecies ; and God does give heed to the 
cries and complaints of his minifters, when men 
will not give heed to their words and doétrines ; 
they have a God to go to, who will hear them, 
when men defpife them: and hearken to the voice 
of them that contend with me; hear their reproaches 
and rantings, their blafphemies and evil fpeakings, 
their lies and falfhoods, and judge between me and 
them ; let it appear who is in the right ; vindicate 
my caufe, and plead with them that plead againft 
me. 

¥.20. Shall evil be recompenfed for good? &c.| 
For all the good that I have done them, fhall this 
be all the recompence I fhall have, to be evilly 
treated by them, to have my good name, and even 
life taken away by them? fhall this be fuffered to 
be done? and if it is, fhall it go unpunithed ? 
the prophet taxes the people with ingratitude, which 
he afterwards inftances in, and proves: for they 
have digged a pit for my foul; or life, they lay in 
wait to take it away; or they had formed a defign 
againit it, and brought a charge and accufation 
againft him, in order to take it away, under co- 
lour of law and juftice. Kimchi interprets it of 
poifon, which they would have had him drank of : 
remember that I flood before thee to {peak good for 
them, and to turn away thy wrath from them; he 
was an interceflor for them with God, pleaded 
with him on their behalf, that good things might 
be beftowed upon them, and that wrath might 
be averted from them; fo Chrift did for the Fews 
that crucified him, Luke xxiii. 34. this is ah in- 
ftance of their ingratitude; that tho’ he had been 
an advocate for them, ftood in the gap between 
God and them, and was importunate for their good, 
yet this was all the recompence he had ftom them; 
they fought his life to take it away. This kind- 
nefs of his for them was forgotten by them; but 
he trufts the Lord would remember it, and net 
fuffer them to act the bafe part they intended ; 
and now he determines no more to plead their 
caufe, but to imprecate evils upon them, as fol- 
lows, 

y.21. Therefore deliver up their children to the 
famine, &c.| To be ftarved, and perifh by it, 
as they were in the fiege of Ferufalem, both b 
the Chaldeans, and the Romans: and pour out their 
blood dy the force of the fword; or, upon the bands 
of the fword‘; by means of it; that is, the blood 
of the parents of the children ; let the one perifh 
by famine, and the other by the fword; which, 
‘when thruft into a man, blood gufhbes cut, ‘and 


Fruns upon the fword to the handle of it: and let 


their wives be bereaved of their children, and be 
widows ; let them have neither hufbands nor chil- 
dren; which latter might bea comfort to them, 
when they had’ loft their hufbands; but bei 
ftript of thefe alfo, ‘the affliftien and. diftrefs mu 
be the greater: and let their men be put to death’, 
or flain with death ¢ ; with the peftilence, as Kim- 
chi rightly interprets it; fee Rev. vi. 8. Farché 
underftands it of the angel of death; fee Hed. ii. 
14: let their young men be flain by the fword in 
battel; fach being commonly employed in mili- 
hs fervice, as being the moft proper perfons 
or it. 
¥. 22. Let a cry be beard from their houfes, &c.] 
A fhrieking of women and children, not only for 
the 
eynan bo bs 
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the lofs of hufbands and parents, but becaufe of | from thy fight, they had finned the unpardonable 


the entrance of the enemy into the city, and into 
their houfes, to take away their lives and their fub- 
ftance; as follows: when thou fhalt bring a troop 
fuddenly upox them, or an army, as the Targum, 
either the Chaldean army, or rather the Koman 
army : for they have digged a pit to take me, and 
hid fuares for my feet and therefore it was a jut 
retaliation, that a troop or army fhould fuddenly 
come upon them, and feize their perfons and fub- 


ftance; tho” Kimchi underftands it, as before, of 


poifon, which they would have given him; but 
archi, of a fufpicion and vile calumny they 
raifed of him, that he was guilty of adultery with 
another man’s wife; a whore being called a deep 


fin; or however a fin unto death, for which prayer 
for the forgivenefs of it was not to be made, 1 ohn 
v.16. this the prophet knew: what he here ime- 
precates, and both before and after, muft be con- 
fidered, not as flowing from a private fpirit, or 
from a fpirit of malice and revenge; but what he 
delivered out under a fpirit of prophecy, as fore- 
telling what would be the fad eftate and condition 
of thefe perfons; for otherwife, the temper and 
difpofition of the prophet were the reverfe; and he 
was inclined to fue for mercy for thefé people, as 
he often did ; wherefore this is not to be drawn 
into a precedent and example for any to follow : 
but let them be overthrown before thee; by the fword, 


ditch by the wifeman, Prov. xxiii 27. and fo it is | famine and peftilence : or, det them be made to frum- 


in the Talmud *. 

¥. 23. Yet Lord, thou knoweft all their counfel a- 
gainft me to flay me, &c.] However deep they 
had laid them ;. and however unknown they were 
to him ; or however private and fecret they might 
be thought to be by them; God is an omnifcient 
God, and knows and fees all things; the thoughts 
of mens hearts, and all their fecret defigns in the 
dark againft his minifters, people and intereft : 
forgive not their iniquity, neither blot out their fin 


ble before thee *, and fall into perdition; they hav- 
ing made others to ftumble in their ways from the 
ancient paths of truth and goodnefs; fo that it 
was but a righteous thing that they fhould be pu- 
nifhed after this manner; fee ¥. 15: deal thus 
with them in the time of thine anger, the fet time 
for his wrath to come upon them to the uttermoft ; 
then do unto them according to all the impreca- 
tions now made; which the prophet forefaw, and 
believed he would do; and therefore thus ipake. 


G:HSA Pe SIX 


N this chapter is fore-fhewed, reprefented and 
I confirmed, the deftruction of Yerujalem, by the 
breaking of a potter’s vefiel the prophet had in 
his hand; and by the place where he was bid to 
do this, and did it. ‘The order for it, and the 
witnefies of it, and the place where it was done, 
are declared in ¥. 1, 2. the proclamation there of 
Ferufalem’s ruin is made, y¥. 3. the caufe of it, their 
apoftacy, idolatry and fhedding of innocent blood, 
¥. 4, 5. the great flaughter of them by the fword 
and famine, y¥. 6, 7, 8,9. and how eafy, and ir- 
refiftible, and irrecoverable their deftruction would 
be, are fignified by the breaking of the bottle, 
¥. 10,11. when Ferufalem for its idolatry would 
become as defiled a place as Zophet, where the pro- 
phet was, ¥. 12, 13. from whence he came to the 
temple, and there repeated the proclamation of the 
evil that fhould come upon that city, and all the 
towns around it, ¥. 14, 15. 


¥.1. Thus faith the Lord, go and get a potter's 
earthen bottle, &c.] From the potter’s houfe, where 
he had lately been; and where he had been fhown, 
in an emblematic way, what God would do in a 
fhort time with the Yews ; and which is here fur- 
ther illuftrated by this emblem: or, go and get, or 
buy, a bottle of the potter, an earthen one*; fo Kim- 
chi; called in Hebrew, Bakbuk, from the gugling 
of the liquor poured into it, or out of it, or drank 
out of it, which makes a found like this word '; 
and take of the ancients of the people, and of the an- 
cients of the priefls; the word take is rightly fup- 
plied by our tranflators, as it is by the Targum, 
the Septuagint, Syriac and Arabic verfions ; for thefe 
words are not to be connected with the former, as 
in the Vulgate Latin verfion; as ifthe prophet was 
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to get or buy the earthen bottle of the elders of 
the people, and of the priefts ; but thofe who were 
the greateft and principal men of the city, and of 
which the Fewi/h Sanbedrim confifted, were to be 
taken by the prophet to be witneflés of what were 
faid and done, to fee the bottle broke, and hear 
what eremy from the Lord had to fay ; who, from 
their years, it might be reafonably thought would 
ferioufly attend to thofe things, and would report 
them to the people to great advantage; and the 
Lord who fent the prophet to them, ro doubt in- 
clined their hearts to go along with him who, 
otherwife, in all probability, would have refufed ; 
and perhaps would have charged him with imper- 
tinence and boldnefs, and would have rejeéted his 

motion with contempt, as foolifh or mad, 
¥.2. And go forth into the valley of the fon of 
Hinnom, &c.) To whom it formerly belonged, 
and fo it was called as early as Yo/bua’s time, Fo/. 
xv. 8. from the filth and abomination of the place, 
and the fhocking torments here exercifed, hell, 
from hence, in the New Teftament, is called Ge- 
henna: here the prophet with the elders were to 
go, for reafons after-mentioned ; becaufe here their 
cruel idolatries were committed, and Ferufelem was 
to be made like unto it for pollution and blood- 
fhed: which is by the entry of the eaft-gate; the 
way to it out of Yerufalem lay through the eatt- 
gate of the city.. The Targum calls it, the dung- 
gate; through which the filth of the city was car- 
ried out, and laid near it, and where lay the pot- 
ters fherds; hence fome render it, the oaiiherd- 
gate”; or.rather it fhould be, the potter’s-gate ; 
for that reafon, becaufe the potter’s field and 
houfe lay near it, from whence. the pi t had 
his earthen bottle ; others call it, the /um-gate"; 
: . > becaute 
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becaufe it lay to the fun-rifing; but feeing the 
valley of Hinnom was to the fouth of Ferufalem, 
this feems rather to be the fouth-gate; and a proper 
fituation this was for the potters to dry and harden 
their pots. The Septuagint, Syriac and Arabic ver- 
fions leave it untranflated, and cal] it the gate 
Harfith or Hadfith: and proclaim there the words 
that I fhall tell thee; for as yet it was not made 
known to him what he fhould do with his bottle, 
or fay to the elders, until he came td the place he 
was ordered to. 

¥. 3. And fay, hear ye the word of the Lord, O 
kings of Judah, &c.| ‘The king and his queen; 
or the king and his fons; or the king and his 
princes, and nobles ; for there was but one king 
reigning at a time in Fudah, and the prefent king 
was Zedekich, fee ch. xxi. 1: and inhabitants of 
Ferufalem , the elders of which, and of the priefts 
were now before him; to whom he faid the fol- 
lowing things, that they might tell them to the 
perfons mentioned: ‘hus faith the Lord of hofts, 
the God of Ifrael; who is able to do whatfoevér he 
pleafes in the armies of the heavens, and among 
the inhabitants of the earth, and will do fo among 
his own people, notwithftanding his being the God 
of I/rael: I will bring evil upon this place ; the evil 
of punifhment for the evil of fin; fuch as the fword, 
famine and captivity ; meaning not on that fpot of 
ground where the prophet with the elders were, 
but upon the city of Yerufalem, and on all the 
Jand of Fudea: the which whofoever heareth, bis 
ears fall tingle; it fhall be aftonifhing and furpri- 
fing to him ; it fhall even ftun him; he fhall ftand 
as one thunder-ftruck ; or be fo affected with it, 
as a man is at a violent clap of thunder, or at 
fome exceeding vehement found, which leaves fuch 
an impreffion upon him, and continues with him, 
that he cannot get rid of it; but it feems to be 
continually founding in his ears, and they even 
eccho and ring with it; fee 1 Sam. iii,11. The 
phrafe denotes the greatnefs of the calamity, and 
the furprife which the bare report of it would bring 
with it. 

¥. 4. Becaufe they have forfaken me, &c.] My 
worthip, as the Targum; they had apoftatifed from 
God, relinquifhed his fervice, negiected and defpifed 
his word and ordinances, and lett the religion they 
had .been brought up in, and was agreeable to the 
will of God. This, with what follows, contain 
reaions of the Lord’s threatning them to bring 
evil upon them, as before: and have eftranged this 
place; or made a ftrange place of it, fo that it 
could fearcely be known to be the fame, nor would 
the Lord own it as his; meaning either the city of 
Ferufalem, to which the prophet was near, and 
could point to it; or the temple which was in 
fight, and which they had ftrangely abufed, by 
offering ftrange facrifices to ftrange gods; or the 
valley of Hinnom, the fpot he was upon, and which 
they had alienated from its original ufe: and have 
burnt incenfe in it unto other gods; to ftrange gods, 
the gods of the Genjiles,; and this they did both 
in the city of Ferufalem, and in the temple, and 
very probably in the valley of Hinnom, where they 
facrificed their children: gods whom neither they 
nor their fathers have known, nor the kings of Fu- 
dah; of whofe wildom, power and goodnefs, nei- 
ther they nor their fathers before them, nor any 
of their kings had had any inftance; and whofe 
help and affiftance, in times of danger and diffi- 
culty, they had had no experience of ; and tll 
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now, neither they nor their anceftors had ever 
owned them, or acknowledged them ; nor fcarcé~ 
had heard of their names; nor any of their pious 
kings, as David, Afa, Fehofhapbat, Hezekiah and 
Toyah: and have filled this place with the blood of 
innocents ; young children that were facrificed here 
to idols, as they weré in the valley of Hinnom, 
which feems to be the place principally intended ; 
fo that they were not only guilty of idolatry, but 
of murder; and of the murder of innocent crea- 
tures, and even of their own babes 3 which was 
fhocking and unheard-of cruelty ! 

¥.5. They have aljo built the high places of Baal, 
&c.] Or, they have even built, &c. and fo the words 
explain what is before fuggefted of their idolatry ; 
thefe were the temples in which they placed his 
imagé, and the altars on which they facrificed to 
him ; as follows: to burn their fons with fire, for 
burnt-offerings unto Baal; the fame idol that is 
fometimes called Moloch, the names being much 
of the fame fignification; the one fignifying a 
lord or majfter ; the other a king ; ahd to the idol 
under each name they burned their children with 
fire, and offered them as burnt-offerings unto it ; 
which was a moft cruel and barbarous way of fa- 
crificing. Some think they only caufed them to 
pafs thro’ two fires; but the text is exprefs for it, 
that they butnt them with fire, and made burnt- 
offerings of them, as they did with fain beatfts. 
It feems very likely that they did both: which I 
commanded not; in my law, as thé Targum adds ; 
and which was intimation enough to avoid it ; tho’ 
this was not all, he exprefsly forbad it, Lev. xx. 
2, 3,4,5: nor fpake it, neither came it into my 
mind ; and it is marvellous it fhould ever enter into 
the heart of man; hone but fatan himfelf could 
ever have devifed fuch a way of worfhip: 

y.6. Therefore, bebold, the days come, faith thé 
Lord, &c.} Or, are coming °., a little while and 
it will come to pafs, what follows; to which a de- 
hold is prefixed, as calling for attention and ad- 
miration, as well as to affure of the certain perform- 
ance of it: that this place fha!l no more be called 
Tophet ; as it had been from the beating of drums 
in it, that the cries and fhrieks of injants burnt 
in the fire might not be heard by their parents : 
‘nor the valley of the fon of Hinnom; which was its 
{name in the times of Yo/oua, and long before it 
was called Jophet ; but now it fhould have neither 
‘names: but the valley of flaughter ; or, of the flain, 
as the Zargum, from the multitude of thofe that 
fhould be killed here, at the fiege and taking of 
Ferufalem ; or that fhould be brought hither to be 
buried ; fee ¥. 11. and the note on ch. vii. 32. 

¥. 7. And I will make void the counfel of Fudab 
and Ferufalem in this place, &c.] The counfel 
which they took in this place and agreed to, in 
offering their fons and daughters to idols; and 
which they took with thefe idols and their priefts, 
from whom they expected affiftance and relief; and 
all their fchemes and projects for their deliverance; 
thefe were all made to appear to be mere empty 
things, as empty as the earthen bottle he had in 
his hand, to which there is an allufion ; there being 
an elegant paronomafia between the word ? here ufed 
and that: and I will caufe them to fall by the fword 
before their enemies ; fach as fallied out from. the 
city, or attempted to make their efcape: and by 
the hands of them that feek their lives, and fo would 
not fpare them, when they fell into them: and 
their carcafes wil] I give to be meat for the fowls of 
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the heaven, and for the beafts of the earth, figni- 
fying that they fhould have no ‘burial, but their 
(lain bodies fhould lie upon the earth, and be fed 
upon by fowls and beatts. 

‘¥.8. And I will make this city defolate, and an 
biffing, &c.] An hiffing to its enemies; an hif- 
fing becaufe defolate ; when its walls fhould be 
broken down, its houfes burnt with fire, and its 
inhabitants put to the fword, or carried captive : 
every one that paffeth thereby Jhall be aftonifhed, and 
hifs , furprifed to fee the defolations of it; that a 
city once fo famous and flourifhing, fhould be re- 
duced to fuch a miferable condition ; and yet hifs 
by way of deteftation and abhorrence of it, and 
for joy at its ruin: becaufe of all the plagues there- 
of ; by which it was brought to defolation, as the 
fword, famine, burning and captivity. 

¥.9. Aud I will caufe them to eat the fefa of their 
fons, and the fleh of their daughters, &c.] For 
want of food; the famine fhould be fo great and 
prefling. -Yeremy that foretells this, was a witnefs 
of it, and has left it on record, Lam. iv. 10: and 
they fhall eat every one the flefh of his friend. ‘The 
Targum interprets it, the goods or fubftance of his 
neighbour; which is fometimes the fenfe of eating 
the flefh of another; but as it is to be taken in a 
literal fenfe, in the preceding claufe, fo in this: 
fo it fhould be, iz the fiege and ftraitue/s, where- 
with their enemies, and they that feek their lives foall 
firaiten them, the fiege of Feru/alem thould be fo 
clofe, that. no provifion could be got in to the 
relief of the inhabitants; which obliged them to 
take the fhocking methods before-mentioned. e- 
rom obferves, that tho’ this was fulfilled at the Ba- 
bylonifo captivity, yet more fully when Feru/alem 
was befieged by Vefpafian and Titus, and ip. the 
times of “Hadrian. ‘Fofephus* gives us a moft 
fhocking relation of a woman eating her own 
fon. 

_y¥. 10. Then fhalt thou break the botile in the fight 
of the men that go with thee.| The earthen bottle 
he was bid to get of the potter, ¥.1. this he is 
ordered to break in pieces before the eyes of the 
ancients of the people, and of the priefts that went 
with him out of Ferujalem to Topbet, as an em- 
blem of the eafy, fure and utter deftruction of 
Ferufalem ; for nothing is more eafily broken than 
an earthen veflel; and fo eafily was Feru/alem de- 
ftroyed by the Chaldean army ; nor can an earthen 
pot refift any force that is ufed againft it; nor 
could the inhabitants of Feru/alem withftand the 
force of Webuchadnezzar’s army; and an earthen 
veffel once broken, cannot be put together again ; 
a new ene muft be made; which was the cafe both 


of the city and temple ; and which, upon the re- | 


turn from the captivity, were not repaired, but re- 
built. 

y.11. And fhalt fay unto them, thus faith the 
Lord of bofts, &c.] Of armies above and below ; 
and fo able to execute what he here threatens: even 
fo will I break this people, and this city , the people, 
the inhabitants of this city, and that itfelf, by the 
fword, famine, burning and captivity : 4s one break- 
eth a potter's velfel that cannat be made whole again ; 
or bealed* , a potter’s veffél upon the wheel, fuch 
2n one as the prophet had feen, and to which the 
ews are compared, ch. xviii. 394. being marred, 
may be reftored and put into another form and 
fhape ; but one that is dried and hardened, when 

roke, can-never be put together again; fo a yei- 
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When he -had broke his earthen 
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fel of gold, filver and brafs, when broke may be 


made whole again; but an earthen veffel never 
can; a fit emblem therefore this to reprefent utter 
and irrecoverable ruin; fee Jf, xxx. 14. erom 
here again obferves, that this is clearly fpoken, 
not of the Babylonifb, but of the Roman captivity ; 
after the former the city was rebuilt, and the peo- 
ple returned to Judea, and reftored to former plenty ; 
but fince the latter, under Ve/pafian, Titus and 
Hadrian, the ruins of Yerufalem remain, and will. 
till the converfion of the ews: and they foal bury 
them in Zopbet, till there be uo place to bury; where 
there fhould be fuch great numbers flain ; or whi- 
ther fuch multitudes of the flain fhould be brought 
out of the city to be buried there, that at length 
there would not be room enough to receive the 
dead into it; or, as the Syrigc verfion renders it, 
and in Tophet they fall bury, for want of a place 
to bury in; in fuch a filthy, abominable and ac- 
curfed place fhall their carcafes lie, where they 
were guilty of idolatry, and facrified their innocent 
babes, there being no other place to inter them in: 
an emblem this of their fouls fuffering in hell the 
vengeance of eternal fire. Re 

¥.12. Thus will I do unto this place, faith the 
Lord, and to the inhabitants thereof, &c.| To the 
city of Yeru/alem and its inhabitants, as was done 
to the earthen botttle, and as before threatened : 
and even, or alfo, make this city as Tophet ; as full 
of flaughtered men and women, as that had been 
of the blood of innocent children; and as filthy, 
abominable and execrable a place as that ; and to 
lofe its name, as that is foretold it fhould, ¥. 6. 
and as Yeru/alem did, after the defolation of it by 
Hadrian, as Ferom obferves; for what was built 
upon the {pot afterwards, was by the emperor called 
Zilia, after his own name. 

¥.13. Aud the houfes of Ferufalem, &c.| Where 
the common people dwelt: and the boufes of the 
kings of Judah; the palaces of the king, princes 
and nobles of ‘fudah, one as well as another: fal? 
be defiled as Topbet; as that was defiled with the 
bodies and bones of the flain, and with the filth 
of the city brought unto it; fo the houfes of great 
and fmall, high and low, fhould be defiled with 
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prophefied, according to his command; but now 
returned from thence, it being no doubt fignified 
to him, in fome manner or other, that it was the 
will of God he fhould. And he food in the court 
of the Lord’s houfe, and faid to all the people, this 
was the court of the temple, called the outward 
court, or the court of the J/raelites, where all the 
people met; for into other courts they might not 
enter; here the prophet placed himfelf, on pur- 
pofe to deliver his prophecy to all the people; 
even the fame as he had delivered at Topbet to 
the ancients of the people and the priefts ; but left 
they fhould not faithfully reprefent it to the peo- 
ple, and that they might not be without it, he 
delivers it openly and publickly to them all, in 
the following words ; which both declare their pu- 
nifhment, and the caufe of it, 


¥. 15. Thus faith the Lord of bofts, the God of | 
Tfrael, &c.] See the note on ¥. 3: debold, Iwill; 
bring upon this city, and upon all ber towns; the, 
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it, even all the cities and towns in Judea: of 
which Yerufalem was the metropolis, and therefore 
called hers: all the evil that I have pronounced a- 
gainft it, or decreed againft it, as the Targum ; 
all that he had purpofed, and all that hé had threat- 
ned, or fpoke of by the prophet Zeremy, or any 
other of his prophets ; for whatever he has {aid 
he*ll do, and whatfoever he has refolyed upon and 
declared he will do, he affuredly brings to pafs : 
becaufe they have hardened their necks, that they might 
not bear my words; they turned their backs upon 
him, pulled away the fhoulder, ftopped their ears 
that they might not hear what was faid by the pro- 
phets from the Lord’; they neither inclined their 
ears to hearken to, nor bowed their necks to re- 
ceive the yoke of his precepts; but, on the con- 
trary, were, as was their general character, a ftiff- 
necked people, and uncircumcifed in heart and ears, 
obftinate and difobedient ; and this was the caufe 
of their ruin, by which it appeared to be juft and 


city of Ferufalem, and all the cities and towns near | righteous. 


CHAP. XX. 


HIS chapter gives an account of the ufage 

that Feremiab met with from many for his 
prophecies, and the effect it had upon him. He 
was fmitten and put in the ftocks by Pa/bur the 
prieft, who releafed him the next day, y. 1, 2, 3. 
upon which he prophefies again of the delivery of 
the city of Feru/falem, with all its riches, and of the 
whole land, to the Chaldeans; and particularly that 
Pafbur fhould be a terror to himfelf and all his 
friends ; and that both he and they fhould be car- 
ried captive into Babylon, and die, and be buried 
there, ¥. 4, 5, 6. and then he complains -of his 
being mocked at by the people for the word of the 
Lord; which he therefore determined to make no 
more mention of, but was obliged to it; and of 
the defamations of him, and {nares that were laid 
for him, y¥. 7, 8, 9, 10. under which he is fup- 
ported with the confideration of the Lord’s being 
with him, and that his enemies fhould not prevail, 
but be confounded; and appeals to him, and calls 
for vengeance from him on them; and in the view 
of deliverance, not only praifes the Lord himfelf, 
but calls upon others to join with him in it, ¥. 11, 
12, 13. and yet after all, the chapter is concluded 
with his curfing the day of his birth, and the man 
that brought his father the news of it, ¥. 14, 15, 
16, 17, i8. 


y. 1. Now Pafbur the fon of Immer the prieft, 
&c.] Not the immediate fon of Jmmer, but one 
that defcended from him after many generations ; 
for Jmmer was a prieft in David’s time, to whom 
the fixteenth courfe of the priefts fell by lot, 
1 Chron. xxiv. 14: who was alfo chief governor in 


the houje of the Lord, the temple; not the high- 


rieft, fince he was of the courfe of Jmmer ; per- 
fins he was the head of the courfe to which he 
belonged, the chief of the priefts of that courfe. 
The Targum calls him, the fagan of the priefts. 
There was fuch an officer, who was called the /a- 
gan or deputy to the high-prieft, who upon certain 
occafions a¢ted for him ; and fome think that this 
man was in the fame office; tho’ others take him 
to be the fame with the captain of the temple, 


As iv. 1. Who beard that Feremiah prophefied 
thefe things ; {ome that heard him in the court of 
the temple prophefying of the evil that fhould come 
upon the city, and places adjacent to it, went and 
told the chief governor of it. Though the words 
may be rendered, now Pajfbur beard »—eremiah 
prophefying thefe things ; he heard him himfelf; ei- 
ther he was one of the ancients of the priefts that 
went with him to Yophet, and heard him there ; 
or, however, when he came from thence, and 
{tood and prophefied in the court of the temple, 
he heard him. 

y. 2. Then Pafhur fmote Feremiah the prophet, 
&c.] Either with his fift, or with a rod, whilft he 
was prophefying, to {top his mouth, and hinder 
him from going on, and to fhow his refentment, 
and influence the people not to believe him; or 
he ordered him to be {mitten and fcourged by fome 
inferior officer. This was very ill treatment of a 
prophet, a prophet of the Lord, and one that wag 
a prieft too, of the fame order with himfelf. And 
put him in the flocks ; or ordered him to be put 
there ; but whether it was fuch an engine or in- 
ftrument as we call /focks, in which the feet of pri- 
foners are put, is not certain. Kimcbi’s father fays, 
it was an inftrument made of two pieces of wood, 
in which the necks of prifoners were put ; and fome 
fay, it had befides two holes for the two hands to be 
put in; and fo the fame with our pi/lory. The 
Septuagint render it a cafaraé, a ditch or dungeon, 
archi interprets it a prifon; and fo our tranflators 
render the word in ch. xxix. 26. however, it was a 
place of confinement, if not of torture and pain, 
That were in the high gate of Benjamin, here were 
thefe ftocks, pillory or prifon ; which was either a 
gate of the city of Ferufalem, fo called, becaufe it 
looked towards, and led out to the tribe of Benja- 
min, ch. Xxxvii. 13. and xxxviii. 7. or a gate of 
the temple, which ftood on that fide of it that be- 
longed to the tribe of Benjamin ; both the city and 
temple being partly in the tribe of Fudeb, and 
partly in the tribe of Benjamin, and it feems by 
this, that there was an upper and lower gate of 
this name; and the following claufe feems to in- 

cline 
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cline to this fenfe: which was by the houfe of the 
Lord; or, in the houfe of the Lord», the temple. 

¥. 3. And it came to pas on the morrow, &c.] 
After the prophet was put into the ftocks ; fo that 
he was there all night: shat Pafbur brought forth 
Feremiah out of the frocks, either to bring him be- 
fore the priefts, or the Sanhedrim, to be examined ; 
of in order to difmifs him, being either admonifhed 
by his friends, or convicted in his own confcience 
that he had done a wrong thing. Then faid fere- 
miak unto him; when he had brought him out, 
not being at all intimidated by him, and having 
a word from the Lord for him: the Lord hath not 
called thy name Pafhur, which, according to 7e- 
rom, fignifies blackne/s of mouth , and according to 
others, diffufing palenefs ; one that terrified others, 
and made their faces look pale; but now it fhould 
be otherwife, and he himfelf fhould be filled with 
terror, and have palenefs of face: but, according 
to a late etymologift, it fignifies one abounding or 
increafed in liberty *, who in a little time would be- 
come a captive ; for it is not fuggefted hereby, 
that he fhould no more be called by this name, 
but that he fhould be in a condition which would 
not anfwer to it, but to another, as follows: Jdut 
Magor-Miffabib , or, fear round about , fignifying, 
that terrors fhould be all around him, and he in 
the utmoft fright and confternation. The Septua- 
gint verfion render it, one removing, changing from 
place to place; that is, going into captivity; a 
ftranger and wanderer, as the Syriac verfion. ‘The 
Targum is, ** but there fhall be gathered together 
*¢ acainft thee, thofe that kill with the fword round 
“ about ;” meaning the Chaldeans, which would 
make him a Magor-Miffabib, 

¥. 4. For thus faith the Lord, behold, I will make 
thee a terror to tkyfelf, and to all thy friends, 8cc.] 
This is an interpretation of the name given, Aagor- 
Miffabib ; and fhows,- that it was not a mere name 
he had, but that he fhould be in fact what that 
fignifies ; his confcience fhould be filled with ter- 
ror, at the judgments of God coming upon him 
for his fins; and which could not be concealed in 
his own breaft from others, but he fhould be feized 
with fuch tremblings and fhakings, and be fuch a 
fpectacle of horror, that his own familiar friends, 
inftead of delighting in his company, would fhun 
it, and run away from him: unlefs this terror is 
to be underftood of the Chaldean army, which 
fhould not only terrify him, but his friends, in 
whom he placed his confidence; thefe would be 
thrown into fuch a confternation, as not to be able 
to help him or themfelves; to which the following 
words agree: and they fhall fall by the fword of their 
enemies, and thine eyes fhall bebold it ; which would 
be an ageravation of the calamity, that not only 
he fhould be deprived of their affiftance, but that 
they fhould fall into and by the hands of the Bady- 
lonians, and in his fight alfo: and I will give all 
Judah into the hand of the king of Babylon, the 
whole land, and the inhabitants of it: and be fhall 
carry them captive into Babylon, and fhall flay them 
with the fword; being in his hands, he fhall do 
as he pleafes with them, either carry them ¢aptive, 
or flay them; and fome he’ll difpofe of one way, 
and fome another. . 

¥. 5: Moreover, I will deliver all the Strength of 


ifis city, &c.] "The fortifications of it ; ‘its towers, | perfuade Japhet ; fee alfo Hof, ii. 14, W 


~ ht Pra3 in domo Jehove, Pagninus, Montanus, Vatablus, Pifcator, Cocceius, Schinidt. 
Onomaft. Sacr. p. 302. Pafchchur, auétus libertate, ib. ies 
Genevenfes ; pellexifti bet pelfectus fam, Junius 


ONTET liberum fonat, Hiller. 
Domine, fi ego fim fedu@usstuies qui me feduxit, 
tu decepifti me, fi deceptus fim ; 
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perfuaded me, and I was perfuaded *, fo the wo 
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as the Syriac verfion 5 the riches of it, as the Tare Be 
gum; all its magazines and ftores, in which its 
ftrenoth lay: and all the labours thereof, all the 
fruit of their labours ; all their wealth and riches 
got by labour ; all their goods in trade; all their 
manufactures and merchandife: and all the preci- 
ous things theréof; all their plate and jewels, the 
rich furniture of their houfes, and whatigevet was 
laid up in their treafures as rare and valuable : 
and all the treafures of the kings of Fu will I 
give into the hand of their enemies; which they in 
fucceffive reigns had been laying up in itore 
years together ; fee Jf xxxix. 6: which foall fpei 
them, and take them, and carry them to Babylon; 
make a prey of them, feize them as their property, 
and carry them away with them. a pene 

¥. 6. And thou Pafbur, and all that dwéll in thine 
houfe, fall go into captivity, &cc.] Particularly he 
and his family fhould ‘not efcape, whoever did : 
and thou fbalt come to Babylon; being brought there, 
tho’ fore againft his will: and there thou foalt die, 
and fhalt be buried there; even in a defiled land, as 
all other countries were reckoned by the Fews; and 
to be buried in fuch a land, Kimchi obferves, was 
a curfe ; and fo it is here threatened as fuch : 
thou and all thy friends; that is, fuch. as fhould 
efcape the fword, y¥. 4: to whom thou hajft prophe- 
fied lies ; this fhows the caufe of all this threatned 
deftruction to him and his friends ; not only be+ 
caufe he had fo ill ufed Feremiah, a true prophet 
of the Lord; but becaufe he was a falfe prophet, 
and his friends had hearkened to his ,lies, and 
difbelieved thofe prophecies that came from the 
Lord himfelf. ) 7 

¥. 7. O Lord, thou haft deceived me, and I was 
deceived, &c.] What follows from hence to the 
end of the chapter, is thought to have been faid 
by the prophet, when in the ftocks, or in prifon, 
and fhow a mixture of grace and corruption in 
him ; a ftruggle between flefh and fpirit, and the 
force of a temptation under which he laboured, 
arifing from difficulties and difcouragements in his 
work; and he not.only complains to God, but of 
him ; that he had deceived him, when he frit 
called him to be a prophet, by telling him that he 
fhould be fet over nations and kingdoms, to pull 
them down, ch. i. 10. which he underftood of fo- 
reign nations, but now found his own people were 
meant, fo Ferom; or in not immediately executing 
the threatnings he fent him with, as was the cafe 
of Yonah, or by giving him reafon to expect ho- 
nour and eafe, whereas he met with nothing but 
difrefpect and trouble; and that he fhould have di- 
Vine protection and fuccefs againft his oppofers, . y. 
18, 19. whereas he was now delivered into their 
hands, and ufed in the moft reproachful manner 5 
but be it fo, this was all a miftake of the prophet, 
and no deception of God. Calvin takes it to be 
ironically fpoken, expreffing the fenfe of his ene- 
mies, who charging him with a deception, 
charged God with being the author of it. Others, 
to foften the expreffion, render the words, éf thou hajt 
deceived me, I am deceived ; or, thou haft deceived m 
if I aim deceived. But it feems beft of all to tranf 
late them, as they will bear it, O Lord, thou baft 
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ufed of God in Gen. ix. 27. God foall enlarge or 
here it is 
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_ out and complained of the injurious treatment he 
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rendered, allure and tlien the fenfe is, thou haft’ 
perfuaded me to take upon me the prophetical of- 
fice againft my will, and againft remonftrances 
made by me; and I was perfuaded by thy words 
and promifes, and by thy Spifit and grace, to en- 
ter-upon it; to which fenfe the following words 
incline: thou art fironger than I, and baft prevailed ; 
fo ftrong were the arguments, motives, and induce- 
ments the Lord made ufe of; fo preffing his in- 
junctions and commands, fo forcible the conftraints 
of his Spirit; that the prophet was obliged to yield 
unto them, and was made willing in the day of 
his power to comply, tho’ firft it was fore againft his 
will ; but he could not withftand the divine call, 
and therefore might have hoped, fince it was fo 
manifeft that he was fent of God, and did not run 
of himfelf, that he fhould have met with a better 
reception, and more fuccefs; but fo it was not: J 
am in derifion daily, every one mocketh mes; he was 
the laughing ftock of every one of the people of 
Jfrael, from the higheft to the loweft; princes, 
priefts, and people, all derided him and his pro- 
phefies, and that continually, every day, and all 
the day long, and efpecially when he was in the 
ftocks ; tho’ it was not only his perfon they mock- 
ed, but the word of the Lord by him, as appears 
from the next verfe. ‘ 

¥. 8. For fince I fpeak, I cried out, &c.] Or, 
when I peak, I-cry*, whenfoever I fpeak in the 
name of the Lord, and deliver a mefiage from him 
to the people, I lift up my voice and cry aloud, 
that all may hear and underftand; and as fhewing 
zeal, fervour, and diligence: or, J cry with grief 
and trouble at the ufage I meet with, and the con- 
tempt that is caft upon the word ; or becaufe of 
what I am obliged to declare to them, as follows. 
The Targum takes in both fenfes of the word thus, 
“ for at the time that I prophefy, I lift up my 
“<< voice, weeping and-crying.” TJ cried violence, 
and fpoil; or, proclaimed it *, for a different word 
is here ufed; that is, he publickly declared the 
rapine and opprefiion they were guilty of; inveighed 
againft it, and reproved them for it 5 and foretold 
the violence of the enemy, and the fpoil that he 
fhould. make of them, when he fhould come upon 
them, even,the king of Badylon ; as well as cried 


he had from him, fince i¢ was to rio putpofe: A 
temptation that oftentimes befets a minifter of the 
word, becaufe of the ill ufage he meets with, the 
ill fuccefs of his miniftry ; and is but 4 tempta- 
tion, as fuch fee it to be fooner or later, a8 Feremy 
did. Bat his word was’ in mine heart as a burning 
Sire fout up in my bones s which wanted vent; and 
muft have it, and which only could be’ quenched 
by being divulged ; and which, until it was done, 
he was in the utmoft pain, as if he had been all 
on fire; his confcience accufed him ; his heart 
{mote and condemned him ; a woe was to him ; 
fee 1 Cor. ix. 16: or, there was in mine heart as a 
burning fire *, 8c. a principle of love to God, and 
to the fouls of men ; a zeal for his glory, and the 
good of his countrymen; which made him un- 
eafy, and conftrained him to break his former re- 
folution :' for the phrafe, Ais word, is not in the 
original text ; tho’ it is in like manner fupplied by 
the Targum, ** and his words became in mine heart 
** as fire burning and overflowing my bones;” and 
fo Kimchi, <* and the word of the Lord was in my 
‘¢ heart as’ fire burning; and alfo Farchi; the 
prophecy was as fire, to which it is compared, ch. 
xxii. 29. And I was weary with forbearing ; to 
{peak 5 weary to hold it in: and I could not ftay ; 
or I could not hold it in any longer ; I was obliged 
to fpeak ‘in the name of the Lord ‘again, and de- 
liver whatever meflage he was pleafed to fend me 
on. 

¥. 10. For I heard the defaming of many, fear on 
every fide, &c.] It was brought to the prophet’s 
ears by fome of his* friends, how he was defamed 
by many, and thefe great and mighty ones, as the 
word alfo fignifies ; how his character was afperfed; 
his good name taken away; and falfe and feandal- 
ous reports were raifed of him from all quarters; 
which filled him with fear all around, fo that 
he might quickly expec frefh trouble from one 
fide or another; fee P/ xxxi. 13. and this was a 
reafon of his entering into the above refolution to 
leave off prophefying : tho’ fome underftand it as 
an additional reafon to the former for going on 
with it; being not only inwardly preffed to it im 
fpirit, but outwardly provoked by the ufage of his 
enemies. Some retain the words Magor-Miffabib, 
untranflated, and render the whole thus, for f heard 
the defaming of many Magor-Mifjabibs ; of many 
fuch as Pafbur, fo called, ¥. 3. but neither the ac- 
cents nor the fyntax will admit of it; fince there 
‘is an accent on many, which makes a ftop, and 
Magor-Miffabib is in the fingular number. Rather 
it may be rendered, J have heard the defaming of 
many, even of Magor-Mifjabib, that is, of Pa/bur 
and his affociates. Report, fay they, and we will 
repori it, thefe are the words of the defamers, 
whether Pa/bur and his. accomplices, or the great 
ones, the princes and nobles, the priefts and falfe 
prophets, that more efpecially bore a grudge to 
Feremy ; addreffing themfelves to the common peo- 
ple, and fuch who wete moft acquainted with the 
prophet, and his manner of life; faying, tell us 
what you can of him, right or wrong, true or falfe, 
that may be any ways improved again{t him, and 
we'll tell it to the king, or to the Sanbedrim, the 


himfelf met with from them. + Becaufe the word of 
the Lord was made a reproach unto me, and a deri- 
fion daily; which is a reafon either why he cried 
with grief and forrow ; or why he cried violence 
and fpoil, ruin and deftruction: or, tho’ the word 
of ihe Lord was +, &c. yet he went on publifhing 
and proclaiming it: or, /wrely the word of the Lord 
was made a reproach *, &c. either becaufe of the 
matter of it, it not being believed; or the manner 
in which it was delivered ; or becaufe it was not 
immediately fulfilled. 

¥. 9. Ihen I faid, I will not make mention of him, 
nor {peak any more in his name, &c.} Not that he 
publickly faid this before his enemies, or privately 
to his friends, but he faid it in his heart; he thought, 
nay refolved, within himfelf, to prophefy no more; 
fince no credit was given to him, but contempt 
caft on him; he was difgraced, and God was dif- 
honoured, and no good done ; wherefore he con- | court of judicature, and get him punifhed for it; 
cluded it was better to be filent, and not mention | or we'll take care to have it {pread about city and 
the name of God, and fay nothing of any meflage : country, and fo blaft his character and credit with 
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the. people, that 
phecies. Al] my familiars watched for my. halting , 
or, every man of my peace‘, who pretended to be 
at peace, and to be friendly with him, and wifhed 
well unto him, fpoke fair to his face, as if they, 
were cordial friends, and fond of the moft inti- 
mate acquaintance with him ; perhaps the men of 
Anathoth, the birth-place of Yeremy, are here meant; 
whom the priefts at Ferufalem, or others, had en- 
gaged on their fide, narrowly to obferve what was 
{aid and done by him, of which any handle could 
be made againft him to the government ; and ac- 
cordingly they did, they watched his words, and 
obferved his actions, if they could catch. at any 
thing that was imprudently or inadvertently faid or 
done, or what could be mifconftrued to his difad- 
vantage. Saying, peradventure he will be enticed ; 
to fay or do fomething that may be laid hold on, 
and be produced againft him, to the ruin of him; 
he not being on his guard, and knowing of no 
defign againft him: aad we fhall prevail againft 
him , gain our point, get him accufed, condemned, 
and punifhed: and we fhall take our revenge on him, 
for inveighing fo feverely againft their fins, which 
they could not bear; and for threatening them 
with punifhments, that fhould be inflicted on them, 
which they liked not to hear. 

y. 11. But the Lord is with me as a mighty terri- 
ble one, &c.] The Targum is, ‘‘. the word. of the 
<¢ Lord is for my help.” Mighty to fupport, up- 
hold, defend, and deliver him ; and ¢errible to his 
enemies. The prophet looks back to the promife 
the Lord had made him, of his gracious and 
powerful prefence, ch. i. 18, 19. which he now 
takes comfort from; and it would have been well 
if he had kept this always in view, and. had con- 
tinued in the fame actings of faith and temper of 
mind : but this lafted not long, as fome following 
verfes fhew. Therefore my perfecutors foall fumble, 
and foall not prevail, tho’ they fhould very hotly 
and furioufly purfue him, yet they fhould ftumble 
“and fall by the way, and not be able to overtake 
him, and execute their defigns upon him; the 
Lord, who was with him, and on his fide, would 
throw fome things in their way, at which they 
fhould ftumble, and which fhould hinder them 
from proceeding. They fhall be greatly afbamed, for 
they fall not profper, when they fee their fchemes 
are difappointed, and they don’t fucceed, they fhall 
be filled with fhame and confufion: or, because 
they don’t deal prudently *, as the word is rendered, 
If, lit. 13. they don’t act a wife, but a foolith part, 
and therefore fhame will be the confequence of it. 
Their everlafting confufion fhall never be forgotten ; 
neither by themfelves nor others ; the memory of 
it will always continue, to their everlafting grief 
and reproach. A very learned man connects thefe 
words with the former, thus, ¢hey /hall be greatly 
afbamed, for they foall not profper, with an everlaft- 
jug foame never to be forgotten", very rightly; fo 
another learned interpreter '. 

y. 12. But, O Lord, that trieft the righteous, and 
fect the reins and the heart, &c.] ‘That tries the 
caufe of the righteous, and vindicates them, rights 
‘their wrongs, and does them juftice ; being the 
omnifcient God, the feer and fearcher of the hearts 
and reins; who knows the uprightnefs of their 


none will after regard his pro- 
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hearts, ‘as well as tlieir ways, and the fincerity of : 
their affections: or that tries the faith and patience — 
of the righteous, their conftancy and integrity 
and upon trial finds that their affetions are real, 
and their fouls fincere. Lt me fee thy vengeance on 
them; his enemies and perfecutots » he does not 
feck. vengeance himfelf, but defires it of the Lord; 
he does not afk to fee his vengeance, bat the 
Lord’s vengeance on them, what he t t was 
juft and proper to inflict on them}; he knew that 
vengeance belonged to the Lord, and therefore 
left it with him, and prayed for it from ‘him! 
The Targum is, ‘ let me fee the vengeance of thy 
** judgments on them.” « For unto thee have J 
opened my caufe; or revealed, or made it manifeff *s 
this he did in prayer, at this time, when he laid 
before the Lord his whole cafe, and appealed and 
applied to him for juftice, who judgeth righteous 
perfons, and judgeth righteoufly. 

¥. 13. Sing unio the Lord, praife ye the Lord, 
&c.] The prophet, from prayer, proceeds to praife; 
and from expreffions of faith and confidence in the 
Lord, having committed his caufe to him, being 
affured of fucceis, rifes up to an holy triumph and 


joy; and calls upon his foul, and upon ‘others,’ to 


join with him in praifing, and: finging praifes to 
the Lord: this is faid, as Kimchi’ obiervés, With 
refpect to the faints in Feru/alem; for there were 
fome good people doubtlets there at this time, a rem- 
nant according to the election of grace; who had 
a regard for the prophet, and wifhed well to him, 
and were ready to join with him in aéts of devo- 
tion, prayer or praife. For he hath delivered the 
foul of the poor from the hand of evil doers ;Or, the 
life of the poor ; meaning himfelf, a poor deftitute 
perfon, few or none to ftand by him but the Lord, 
who had delivered him out of the hand of Pa/bur 
and his accomplices; and out of the’ hand of thofe 
that watched for his halting; and out of the hands. 
of all his perfecutors : or this may refpeét not pait 
deliverances, but what was to come; which the 
prophet had fuch a believing -view of, that he 
calls upon himfelf and others to praife God for 
before-hand. 

y. 14. Curfed be the day wherein I was born, 
&c.] If this was faid immediately upen the fore- 
going, it was a moft ftrange and fudden change 
of frame indeed, that the prophet came into, from 
praifing God, to curfing the day of his birth ; 
wherefore fome have thought it was delivered ar. 
another time, when in great anguifh of {pirit ; 
very likely when fo ill ufed by Pafbur, as before ~ 
related ; but here repeated to fhew in what diftrefs 
he had been, and what reafon there was for praife 
and thank{giving; for the words may be connected 
with the preceding thus, for he bath delivered from 
the hand of evil doers the foul of the poor, who faid', 
in the time of his diftrefs, curfed be the day, 8c. 
but whenever it was fpoke, it fhowed the impa- 
tience of the prophet, the weaknefs of his faith, 
and the greatnefs of his folly, to curfe a day, and 
his birth-day too, as ‘fob did, when under afflic- 
tion, Fob iii. 1—16. Let not the day wherein my 
mother bare me, be bleed, to myfelf or others; let 
it be reckoned among the unhappy and unfortu- 
nate days ; let it not be bleffed with the light of 
the fun, or with the light of joy ee i 
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fee Fob iii. 4, 7. let it not be faid on this occafion, 
as commonly is, we wifh you joy on your birth- 
day, and may you fee many happy days of this 
kind. Abendana obferves, that fome of their Rab- 
bins fay, that Jeremiah curfed the day of his birth, 
becaufe it was the ninth of 44, the day on which 
the temple was burnt. 

¥. 15. Curfed be the man who brought tidings to 
my father, &e.] The word fignifies commonly good 
tidings, as the news of a child born, and efpecially 
a man-child, is to its parent. The Septuagint ufe 
the fame word the angel did, when he brought the 
tidings of the birth of Chrift, Luke ii, ro, 11. 
This was ftill more foolifh and finful, to curfe the 
man that carried the tidings of his birth to his fa- 
ther ; who did a right thing, and what was accept- 
able, and perhaps might be a good man. Kimchi 
obferves, that there are fome that fay, it was known 
to Feremy that this man was Pa/bur the fon of Im- 
mer, and therefore he curfed him ; but this is 
without any foundation. Saying, a man-child is 
born unto thee, making him very glad; as the birth 
of a man-child ufually makes glad its parent, whe- 
ther father or mother ; fee Yobn xvi, 21. 

y. 16. And let that man be as the cities which the 
Lord overthrew, &c.] In his fury, as the Targum 
and Septuagint add. Meaning the cities of Sodom 
and Gomorrha, who were utterly deftroyed, and 
were never recovered: and repented not; whote 
fentence God never repented of, nor revoked: this 
was very fevere and uncharitable, to with for fo 
fore a deftruction upon an innocent perfon. And 
let him hear the cry in the morning, and the fbouting 
at noon-tide ; as foon as he is up in the morning, 
the firft thing that falutes his ears, let it be the 
noife of an enemy invading the city he dwells in; 
and by noon, let him hear the fhouting of him, 
having broke in, and gotten the victory, feizing 
the plunder. 


¥. 17. Becaufe he flew me not from the womb, &c.] 
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As foon as he came out of it; that is, as foon 
as he was born; either becaufe God flew him 
not fo foon, as Kimchi; or the angel of death, as 
Jarchi : or rather the man that carried the tidings 
of his birth to his father, who is all along {poken 
of in the two former verfes; he curfes him for 
not doing that, which had he done, would have 
been exceeding criminal in him indeed; for not 
committing murder, even for not murdering an 
innocent babe. Or that my mother might bave been 
my grave; he wifhes he had died in her womb, and 
had never been brought forth ; and fo that had 
been his grave, where he fhould have been at eafe 
and fafety: and her womb to be always great with 
me; or, her womb an everlafting conception ™; his 
wifh was, that fhe had been always conceiving, or 
ever big with child of him, but never bring forth, 
which was a more cruel and unnatural with than 
the former concerning the man, the carrier of the 
tidings of his birth; fince this was wifhing a per- 
petual, painful, and intolerable evil to his own 
mother. ‘ 

y. 18. Wherefore came 1 forth out of the womb to 
fee labour and forrow, &c.| Labour in performing 
his work and office as a prophet; and /orrow in 
fuffering reproach, contempt, and perfecution for 
it; which to avoid, he wifhes he had never been 
born: a fign of a very fretful and impatient fpirit, 
and of a carnal frame. archi thinks. this refers 
to the deftruction of the temple. That my days 
fhould be confumed with fhame ; thro’ the bad ufage 
of him, the reproach that was caft upon him, and 
the contempt he was had in for prophefying in the 
name of the Lord. All this fhows that there is 
fin in the beft of men, and what they are when 
left to themfelves; how weak, foolifh, and finful 
they appear. And Feremy recording thefe his fins 
and failings, is an argument. of the uprightnefs 
and fincerity of the man, and of the truth of fcrip- 
ture. 


G Hef 'P, XXII. 


iG Besser chapter contains eremiah’s anfwer to 
king Zedekiah’s meffage to him; in which 
he affures him of the deftruction of the city of fe- 
rufalem, and gives advice both to the people and 
the king. The names of the perfons fent to him 
are mentioned, ¥. 1. and the errand they were fent 
upon, to defire the prophet to pray to. the Lord, 
that the king of Badylon might be obliged to de- 
part from Ferufalem, ¥. 2. the anfwer from the 
Lord by him is, that their oppofition to the king 
of Babylon fhould be fruitlefs; that he fhould be 
fo far from quitting the fiege, that he fhould en- 
ter the city, ¥. 3, 4. yea, that the Lord himfelf 
would fight againft them, and deftroy, men and 
beaft with the peftilence.; and that fuch who 
“ efcaped the fword, famine, and peftilence, fhould 
fall into the hands of the king of Babylon, y. 5, 
6, 7. and then fome advice is given to the. inha- 
ditants of as aig to go out, and give up, them- 
felyes to the Chaldeans; which was the beft way to 
fave their lives, fince the city. would certainly fall 
into their hands, and be burnt by them, ¥i,8, 9, 
16. and.as for the royal family, they are advifed 
to do juftice, and deliver the opprefled; the not 
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doing of which, it is fugeefted, was the caufe of 
their ruin, ¥. 11, 12. and the chapter is. clofed 
with a denunciation of deftruction upon the city, 
notwithftanding the vain truft and confidence of 
the inhabitants of it; ¥..13, 14. 


y¥.1. The word which came unto Feremiah from 
the Lord, &c.] This prophecy ftands out of its 
proper place, being made in the times of Zede- 
kiah, and when Ferufalem was befieged by the 
king of Babylon ; whereas, after this, there are pro- 
phecies which were delivered in the times of Fe- 
boiakim and Feconiah, who both reigned before Ze- 
dekiah , fee ch. xxii. 11; 78, 24. and/xxv. 1. We. 
when king Zedekiah fent unto him Pafbur the Jon of 
Meichiab ; this was another Pa/bur from him that 
is fpoken of in the preceding chapter, and is called 
Magor-miffabib ; he was the-fon of Immer ; this of 
Melchiah he was of the -ixteenth courfe of the 
priefthood; this of. the fifth: and Lephaniab the 
Jon of Maafeiah the pritft;, who was of the twengy- 
fourth courfe ; fee 1 Chron. xxiv. 9,14, 18. in ch, 
lii, 24. -he is called the /econd prie/t 5 he was fagan, 
or deputy:to the high-prieft: they were both priefts; 
wherefore 
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wherefore the Syriac verfion renders it in the plural 


number, prigfs. It may be obferved, that the fore- 
going chapter is concluded with the prophet’s cur=_ 


fing the day of his birth; and the laft claufe of it 
exprefies the /bame he imagined his days would be 
confumed in; and the next account we have is, 
of an honour done him by the king, in fending 
two priefts to him, with a meffage from him ; 
whereby he tacitly owned him to be a true prophet 
of the Lord; as indeed he muft now be convinced 
by facts that he was. Princes and people who 
flight the minifters of God in time of profperity, 
fend to them, and are defirous of their affiftance 
in times of diftrefs : /aying ; as follows, 

y. 2. Enquire, I pray thee, of the Lord for us, 
&c.] Or, feek the Lord now for us”; feek the 
Lord by prayer and fupplication for me and my 
people, for this city and the inhabirants of it; in- 
treat him that he would appear for us, and de- 
liver us out of the hands of the enemy ; for this 
they faid in the name of the king: that fent them, 
who knew that the prophet had an intereft at the 
throne of grace, and was a favourite of heaven ; 
and therefore defired him to be an interceffor for 
them: for Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon maketh 
war againft us, the fame that is elfewhere called 
Nebuchadnezzar, commonly called by the Greeks, 
Nebuchodonofor ; he was now come up to Ferufa- 
lem, and was befieging it, as had been predicted : 
if fo be the Lord will deal with us according to all 
bis wondrous works ; which he had done in times 
paft for that nation ; as by bringing them out of 
Egypt ; driving out the Canaanites before: them ; 
delivering them out of the hands of their neigh- 
bours time after time, when opprefled by them ; 
-and particularly by deftroying the Afyrian army 
-in Hezekiah’s time, which was befieging the city 
of Ferufalem, and caufing their king to depart and 
flee in hafte ; and their prefent cafe being fimilar 
‘to that, it is very likely, that that was more efpe- 
cially in view: that be may go up from us, namely, 
the king of Babylon; that he may rife up, and raife 
the fiege, and depart into his own country, as 
Sennacherib did. 

¥. 3. Then faid Feremiah unto them, &c.] The 
two priefts, Pa/fbur and Zephaniah, after he had 
fought the Lord, and knew his mind and will: 
thus foall ye fay to Zedekiab ; by whom they were 
fent. 

¥. 4. Thus faith the Lord God of Ifrael, &c.] 
Who had been, ftill was, and would be, J/rael’s 
God, even the God of fuch who are J/raelites in- 
deed; tho’ he fhould, as he would, give up the 
prefent generation to ruin and deftruction ; they 
having. by their fins forfeited his care and protec- 
tion of them; and therefore it was in vain to hope 
for it, from this charaéter which they bore: de- 
hold, I will turn back the weapons of war that are 
in your hands, fo that they fhould do no hurt to 
the enemy, but recoil upon themfelves. The mean- 
ing is, that they fhould be ufelefs and unfervice- 
able; that they fhould neither be defenfive to them, 
nor offenfive to their enemies; but rather hurtful 
to themfelves. It feems to fuggeft, as if they fhould 
fall out with one another; and, like the Midianites, 
turn their fwords upon one another, and deftroy 
each other: wherewith ye fight againft the king of 
Babylon, and againft the Chaldeans which befieze you 
without the walls ; by {hooting arrows at them from 
within the city; or by fallying out unto them with 
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fword in hand: this fhews that the Cha/dean army, 
under the command of the king of Babylon, was 
now without the walls of Ferujalém befieging it: © 
and I will affemble them into the mridft of this «ity ; 
either the weapons of war, as Yarchi, and others; 
which the Chaldeans, breaking into the city, fhould 
caufé to be brought ih to them ia the middle of 
the city, and there flay them with them: or Father 
the Chaldeans, as Kimchi; who, tho” now ‘without 
the walls, and which the ews thought a fufficient 
fecurity for them ; yet fhould not be lang. stie : 
but the walls would be broken down, and d “y 
fhould enter the city, and rendezvous their whole 
army in the midft of it, 

¥.5. And myfelf will fight againft you, &c.| So 
far from being intreated to do for them according 
to his wondrous works in times paft, as their 
friend ; that he will fet himfelf againft them, as 
their enemy; and fad it is to have God for an 
enemy : if God be for a people, none can be againtt 
them to do them any hurt; but if he is againit 
them, it fignifies nothing who is for them: this 
muft be much more terrible to them than the whole 
Chaidean army, and the king of Babylon at the head 
of them: with an out-ftretched hand, and with a 
Strong arm fach as he had ufed formerly in de- 
livering [rael out of Egypt, but now in deliver- 
ing them into the hands of their enemies; and 
out of the reach of fuch an hand there’s no get- 
ting; and under the weight of fuch an arm there’s 
no fupporting; fee Exod. vi. 6. and Xili. 9: even 
in anger, and in fury, and in great wrath , becaule of 
their fins and iniquities. This heap of words is ufed 
to fhew the greatnefs of his indignation: this was not 
the chaftifement of a father, but the rebuke of an 
enemy ; not a correction in love, but in hot dif- 
pleafure ; a punifhment inflicted in vindiétive wrath, 
by a righteous judge, appearing in a warlike 
manner; . te 

¥.6. And I will {mite the inhabitants of this city, 
&c.]; With one or other of his arrows after- 
mentioned: or, them that abide im this city? that 
don’t go out of it, and furrender themfelves to the 
king of Babylon ; fee ¥.9: both man and beat; the 
latter for the fin of the former; particularly fuch 
beafts as were fit for food are meant, whereby the 
famine would be increafed, and. fo the goed de- 
ftruction of men: they fhall die of a great pejtilence , 
both man and beaft; a difeafe which comes imme- 
diately from the hand of God ; hence Hippocrates 
ufed to call it, ro Saiov, the divine difeafé: here it 
denotes a very uncommon one, which fhould fweep 
away large numbers; called great, both for qua- 
lity, or the nature of it, and for the quantity of 
perfons that died of it. ° yh a = pte 

y¥.7. And afterwards, faith the Lord God, 8c.) 
After there fhould ‘be fo great a mortality among 
men and beatts: J wil] deliver Zedekiab king of Fudab, 
and his fervants ; the king himfelf hall not éfcape; 
tho’ he fhall not die’ by the peftilence, ‘or famin 
or fword, yet he fhall fall into the hands of th 
Chaldeans, and alfo his fervants, his courtiers and 
counfellors : ‘and the people, and fuch as are Weft i 
this city, from the peftilence, from the fword, and 
from the famine; fach of the inhabitants Of the 


Babylon; who was now with his army without the 
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their enemies, and into thé hand of thofe that feek 


their life; the Chaldeans, who were their implacable 
enemies, and cruel, and whom nothing would fa- 
tisfy but their lives: be fhall fmite them with the 
edge of the fword; that is, Nebuchadrezzar king of 
Babylon, or however the army under his command; 
for what was done by the one, is aferibed to the 
other: this is to be underftood of fuch that fell 
into their hands upon taking the city; and who en- 
deavoured to make their efcape; fee ch, xxxix. 4, 
5, 6: he fhall not fparé them, neither have pity, nor 
have mercy; they had no regard to rank or figure, 
to age or fex; the foris of the king were flain be- 
fore his eyes; and then his eyes were put out; 
princes were hanged up by the hand; and no com- 
paffion fhewn to old or young, man or maiden ; 
fee ch. lii. 10, 11. Lam. v.12, 13. 2 Chron, xxxvi. 
17. This verfe is remarkably long. 

¥. 8. And unto the people thou fhalt fay, thus 
faith the Lord, &c.] Thefe are the words, not of 
the prophet to the meffengers of the king, order- 
ing of advifing them what they each of them fhould 
fay to the people; for the meflage by them is fi- 
nifhed ; but they are the words of the Lord to the 
prophet, directing him what he fhould fay to the 
people at this critical juncture: debold, I fet be- 
fore you the way of life, and the way of death, the 
way how to preferve their lives; and which, if 
they did not chufe to take, would be inevitable 
death. The allufion feems to be to a phrafe ufed 
by Mofes, when he gave the law; obedience to 
which would iffue in life, and difobedience in death, 
Deut. Xxx. 15, 19. 

¥.9. He that abideth in this city, &c.] Ima- 
gining himfelf fafe there; not fearing its being 
taken by the king of Babylon; tho’ it was fo often 
foretold by the prophet of the Lord that it fhould: 
foall die by the fword, and by the famine, and by 
the peftilence , by the firft of thefe, in fallying out 
againft the enemy; and by the other two, which 
raged within the city: but he that goeth out, and 
falleth to the Chaldeans that befiege you, be fhall live; 
not fall upon them, as the words may be literally 
rendered ; fo it would defcribe fuch that went out 
of the city, and fallied upon them ; whereas it de- 
figns fuch who fhould go out of the city, and fur- 
render themfelves unto the Chaldeans; fubmit to 
them, fo as to obey them, as the Targum adds; 
fuch fhall have their lives fpared: and his life shall 
be unto him for a prey; it fhall be like a fpoil or 
booty taken out of an enemy’s hands ; it fhall be 
with difficulty obtained, and with joy poffeffed, as 
a prey or fpoil is. 

y.10. For I have fet my face againft this city, 
&c.} Or, my fury, as the Targum, their fins had 
provoked the eyes of his glory; he was. wroth 
with them, and determined to cut them off; his 
mind was fet againft them, and upon their ruin; 
and there was no turning him from it: for evil, 
and not for good, faith the Lord; to bring the evil 
‘of punifhment upon them for the evil of their fins, 
and not do any gocd unto them, they were fo ill 
deferving of: it fhall be given into the hand of the 
king of Babylon ; come under his power and do- 
minion, by the will of the Lord; for it was he 
that gave it into his hands, becaufe of the fins of 
the inhabitants of it: aud he fhall burn it with 
fire; as he did, both the houfe of the Lord in it, 
the temple, the king’s houfe or palace, the ftately 
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houfes of the princes and riobles, ahd even the howfes 
of all the people ; fee ch. lif. 13. eho 

¥. 11. And touching the houfe of the king of Fu- 
dab, fay, &c.] Or, to the boufe of the king of 
Fudab *; that is, his palace, as Calvin under- 
ftands it; go to it, and there fay as follows, as itt 
ch. xxii: 1. and fome think that this part of the 
chapter belongs to that; and was not delivered at 
the time the former part of it was; but before the 
peremptory decree was gone forth, to deliver the 
city into the hand of the king’ of Baby'on to be 
burned with fire; fince upon a reforthation; fome 
hope of pardon and falvation is yet given. The 
Syriae verfion joins this claufe to the preceding 
verfe, and he fhall burn it with fire, and thé boufe 
of the king of Fudah; burn the city of Feru/alem, 
and particularly the kirig’s pala¢e 3 but by the boule 
of the king, is not meant his dwelling-houle, but 
his family, himfelf; his fons, his fervants, his 
courtiers and nobles, to whom the followitig {peecl» 
is directed : hear ye the word of the Lord; and 
obey it; for not bare hearing is meant, but a re- 
verent attention to, and a chearful and-ready per- 
formance of, ‘what is heard. 

¥.12. O houfe of David, thus faith the Lord, 
&c.] This appellation is made ufe of to put them 
in mind of their defcent, and to obferve to them 
how much it became them to follow the example 
of fo illuftrious an anceftor, frori whom they had 
the honour to defcend; by doing judgment and 
Juttice as he did, 2 Sam, vill..1g, or othetwife; their 
being his feed would not fecure them from ruin 
and deftruction : execute judgment in the morning ; 
be at it early, and difpatch it fpeedily ; thew an 
hearty regard for it; prefer it to eating and drink- 
ing ; and do not delay it to the prejudice of pers 
fons concerned. ‘The power of judgment with the 
Jews belonged to the king; he was fupreme judge 
in their courts; they judged, and were judged, 
the Fews fay 4, by whom judgraent was executed 
in a morning, and not in any other part of the 
day ; and the cafe judged ought, as they fay, to be 
as Clear as the morning ': and deliver him that is 
J[poiled out of the hand of the oppreffor ; that had any 
thing taken from him by force or fraud; that was 
either robbed or cheated of his fubftance: or was 
refufed what he had lent to, or entrufted another 
with ; or was by any ways and means wronged 
and injured by another in his perfon or property: 
This fuggefts that things of this kind were not 
done, and were the réafon why the Lord would 
deliver them up into the hands of their enemies, 
or caufe his judgments to fall upon them : /e# my 
fury go out like fire, and burn that none can quench 
it; or put a ftop to it, by all their prayers and 
intreaties, or by all that they can fay or do: decaufe 
of the evil of your doings; it is a fad thing when 
princes fet bad examples ; it is highly provoking 
to God, whofe deputies they are’; and it becomes 
them to begin a reformation, and lead it on, or 
they cannot expect fafety for themfelves and their 
people. 

¥.13. Bebold, Iam againft thee, &c.] Or, be- 
hold I unto thee*; to be fupplied either thus, - de- 
bold I fay unto thee‘, what follows ; and therefore 
take notice of it, attend unto it: or, debdld; I come 
unto thee“; who bid defiance to all their enemies 
to come near them, as in the latter part of the 
verfe, The Targum is, ** lo, I fend my fury a+ 
gainft 
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‘¢ gainft thee ;” and the phrafe denotes the Lord’s 
oppofition to them ; his fetting himfelf againft 
them, and coming out unto them in his great 
wrath: O inhabitant of the valley, and rock of the 
plain, faith the Lord; a defcription of ferufalem ; 
between the lower and highér part of which lay a 
valley, called Zyropeon, which divided the two 
hills, on which the city was built »; yea, the whole 
city was on high, on a rock, and around it a val- 
ley or plain ; and becaufe it was built upona rock, 
and fortified with hills and mountains, the inhabi- 
tants of it thought themfelves fafe and fecure, and 
even impregnable; hence it follows: which fay, 
who foall come down againft us? who fall enter into 
our habitations 2 who of our neighbours dare to 
make a defcent upon us? or are fo weak and fool- 
ifh, as to attempt to break thro’ our fortifications, 
natural and artificial, and enter into our ,houfes, 
and take away our perfons, and {poil us of our 
goods ? we defy them. 

y. 14. But I will punifh you according to the fruit 
of your doings, faith the Lord, &c.] ‘The fituation 
of their city, and the ftrength of its fortifications, 


CHAP. XXIE >: > ed? coli 


‘HIS chapter isa prophecy of what fhould 
T befal the fons of Jofiah, Fehoahaz or Shallum, 
Feboiakim and Feconiah. \t begins with an exhor- 
tation to the then reigning prince, Fehorakim, his 
family.and+ court, to do juftice, relieve the op- 
prefled, and refrain from doing imjury to: any ; 
with a promife of profperity upon fo doing, ¥. 1, 
2,3, 4. but on the contrary behaviour, the king’s 
family, however precious they had been in the fight 
of the Lord, fhould be deftroyed, by perfons de- 
fcribed as fit for fuch work, which would oceafion 
others to enquire the caufe of fuch deftruction ; 
when it would be told them, it was for their apo- 
flacy from the Lord, their breaking covenant with 


_ adjacent. 


them, as he here threatens to do; and w/t them, — 


as the word fignifies, in a way of wrath and ju- 


ftice, according to the demerit»of their fins, ex- 
prefled by the fruit of their doings; their punith- 


‘ment was the reward of their unrighteoufhefs, the 
effet of their finful. practices; and tho’ this was 


dreadful and terrible, they could not but own it 
was juft and equitable : and I will kindle a fire in 


the foreft thereof ; not in the foreft of Lebanon, but 


in the city of Ferufalem, whofe houfes ftood as 
thick as trees in a foreft, and which many of them, 
at leaft the moft ftately, might be built or cieled 
with cedars from mount.Lebanon and its forefts 
tho’ fome. underftand this of the cities and towns 
about Ferufalem, and fo the Targum renders it, 1% 
its cities; and the Syriac verfion, its sows, but 
thefe feem rather meant in the following claufe : 
and it foall devour all things round about it; the 
mountains and trees upon them, the cities’ and towns 


delivered 


hereafter mentioned. ‘This prophety was 


fome years before that in the preceding chapter, — 


tho’ it ftands here, It is indeed by fome thought 
to be repeated here on occafion of what is before 
faid, and for the confirmation of it, putting in 
mind of what he had. prophefied in former times ; 
and they render the words, with which it begins, 
thus hath the Lord faid*; fo he faid to me years ago; 
which agrees with what is now delivered. «> 

¥.2. And fay, bear the word of the Lord, O king 
of Judah, &c.]. O Fehoiakim king of Fudab,; hear 
the word of the King of kings-; liften to it, and 
obey it, as kings ought to do; and it is for their 
good, as well as it is their duty fo todo: that 


him, and their idolatry, ¥. 5, 6, 7, 8,9. then of | Atte/t-upon the throne. of David; whom he mentions 


Shallum, who was then carried captive, it.is pre- 
dicted that he fhould never return more, which was 
matter. of greater lamentation than the death of his 
father Fofiah, y. 10,11, 12. next Feboiakim, the pre- 
fent king on the throne, is reproved, and a wo de- 
nounced upon him for his injuftice, luxury, cove- 
toufnefs, rapine and murders, ¥. 13,14, 15,16, 17. 
and it-is particularly threatened that he fhould die 
unlamented, and have no burial, ¥.18, 19. and 
then the people: of the land are called upon to 
mourning and lamentation, their kings. one. after 
another being carried. captive, ¥. 20, 21, 22, 23. 
alfo Feconiab the king’s fon, and who fucceeded 
him, -is. threatened with rejection from the Lord, 
and a. delivery of him.up into the hand) of the king 
of Babylon, with exile, in,a ftrange country, and 
death there, and: that without children; fo that Sa- 
lomon’s line fhould ceafe-in him, ¥. 24, 25,26, 275 
28, 29, 30. ) 


_.¥. 1. Dhus faith, the Lord, go down’ to the houfe 
of the king. of Fudab, &c.]. To the palace of Fe 
hoiakim, who was now the reigning king: the pro- 
phet.is bid to go, down to it, becaufe, as Kimchi 
thinks, he was. now)-upon the mountain. of the 
houfe, or in the temple, from whence.to.the king’s 
houfe. there was a defcent: and {peak there this 
word 3, of prophecy, relating to the feveral kings 


wv Jofeph. de bello Jud. 1. Ge 04 OH 


to put him in mind of his illuftrious. anceftor, 
whofe fucceffor he was, that he might be prompted 
to follow his examplesthou, and thy fervants, and 


thy people that enter ii by thefe gates; the-king and - 


his courtiers, his nobles. and privy-counfellors, that 
were continually waiting upon him, and'were fre- 
quently paffing and repaffing the gates of. the ,pa> 
lace; for not the gates of the court in the-temple. 
are meant, as Kimchi fuggefts; and all other peo- 
ple, that either waited on, or came to the kings 
upon bifinefs, with their fuits, and to have their 
caufes heard: and. tried. 10) (fro 
Megs Thus foith the Lord, execute ye judgmént and 
rightéoufnefs, &e.} «Judge righteous judgment ; 
give the caufe to whom. it belongs, without-refpect 
of perfons, and without a bribe or corruption; do 
no unrighteoufnefs. to\any, by withholding from 
them what is due unto them, which-was. w is 
prince was chargeable with, ¥. 13> andde | 
Spoiled out. of the hand of the oppreffors 
rebbed or wronged of his property. by one fup 
rior to;him: in power er cunning; dee t 
ch. xxi. 12: and:dowd wrong, do no violence to the 
Arranger, the fatherlefi, nor the widow; who are not 


in a fituation, and in fuch a condition and circum- 


frances as to defend thenfelves ;| and whorn Ged 


has a peculiar regard unto; and therefore, they 


| who are his deputies and vice-gerents, as Kings and 
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however fufficient they might be thought to, keep 


‘out an enemy from annoying them ; yet it wag — 
impoffible to hinder the Lord’s coming among. 


4 
. 
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| make thee a wildernefi, and cities which are itot ine 


civil magiftrates are, ought to protect fuch perfons, 
and neither grieve and injure them themfelves, nor 
fuffer others to do it: either fhed innocent blood in 
this place ; to grieve and wrong the above perfons 
js a very great.evil, but to fhed the blood of in- 
nocent perfons is a greater ftill; and this is aggra- 
vated by being committed by fuch who are fet 
over men to fecure and preferve their properties 
and their lives ; and fuch heinous fins as thefe the 
prefent reigning king of Fudab was guilty of; 
which is the reafon of their being mentioned; fee 
p AE 

¥.4. For if ye do this thing indeed, &c.| Or, 
in doing do this word” , diligently and carefully at- 
tend to this word of exhortation, and conftantly 
perform the duties required: then shall there enter 
in by the gates of this houfe, kings fittting upon the 
throne of David; or, upon the throne for David ; 
in his room and ftead, as fucceffors of his; or of 
his lineage and defcent, as the Vulgate Latin ver- 
fion. The meaning is, that fhould the kings of 
Fudab do the duty of their office, before pointed 
at, there fhould never be any want of fucceffors of 
the feed of David; but there fhould be a race of 
kings defcending from him, and fitting on his 
throne in all after ages, who fhould dwell in the 


royal palace, and go in and out at the gates of. 


it ; and they fhould alfo live in great pomp and 
fplendor, in royal dignity, anfwerable to their cha- 
acters: riding in chariots, and on horfes, be, and 
bis fervants, and bis people, the king, his nobles, 
and other his attendants; fome on one, and fome 
on another, when they went oyt or came in; fee 
ch. xvii. 25. 

y. 5. But if ye will not bear thefe words, &c.)} 
Will give no attention, and yield no obedience to 
them: J f/wear by myfelf, and by a greater he can- 
not fwear; and that is the reafon why he {wears 
by himfelf, Hed. vi. 13. and, as when he {wears 
to a promife, it fhews the immutability of it, the 
certainty of its performance, and that it is irrever- 
fible, and never repented of, nor revoked ; fo it 
is when he fwears toa threatning. The Targum 
is, ** by my word I fwear:” that this houfe fhall 
become a defolation, meaning not the temple, nor 
the city, but the king’s palace. 

¥. 6. For thus faith the Lord unto the king’s boufe 
of Judah, &c.| That is, to the family of the 
king of Fudab tho’ it may be rendered, coucerning 
the houfe of the king of Fudab*; and {io refer to 
his palace as before: thou art Gilead unto me, and 
the head of Lebanon; or, tho’ like to Gilead (which 
was a very fruitful country) for wealth, riches, and 
all kind of valuable things ; and like to the top of 
mount Lebanon +, being fet with tall cedars, for 
ftatelinefs. So the Targum is, ‘* altho’ thou art 
“¢ beloved before me more than the fanctuary, 
‘«¢ which is high upon the top of the mountains :” 
or thou fhalt be as Gilead, and mount Lebanon, 
which belonged to the ten tribes of J/rae/, and are 
put for the whole kingdom of J/rae/, which was 
wafted by the king of Afyria; and in like condition 
fhould the royal palace at Feru/alem be, notwith- 
ftanding all its riches and grandeur, and fo the 
city and temple likewife; as follows: yet furely Pil 
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babited; tho’ as fruitful as Gilead, yet fhall become 
like a barren defert; and tho’ full of children, 
courtiers, princes and nobles, yet fhall be like 
cities quite difpeopled: or, éf I do not make thee *, 
é&c. it is in the form of an oath, as Kinichi and 
Ben Melech obferve; and to be fupplied thus, if I 
do not do as I have faid, let me never be believed; 
let me be reckoned a liar, or not thought to be 
God, and the like. It fhews the certain accom- 
plifhment of thefe things. 

¥. 7. And I will prepare deftroyers againft thee, 
&c.] ~The Chaldeans, men of favage difpofitions, 
bent upon the deftruction of their neighbours ; and 
who had already deftroyed many nations, and fo 
fit inftruments for fuch fervice, as after mentioned ; 
and who yet did not come merely of themfelves, 
but were moved and dire¢ted to it by the powerful 
and all-wife providence of God, in confequence of 
a previous preparation and appointment of them by 
the Lord in his counfels aiid purpofes. It is in the 
original text, J will fanétify deftroyers * ; and not 
only intends a purpofe and defign; but fuggefts, 
that what they fhould do by his will and order 
would be confiftent with his holinefs and juftice ; 
and alfo that being prepared and ready, they might 
quickly expect a vifit from them: every one with 
bis weapons, of war, or flaughter-weapons, as in 
Ezek. ix.2: or, a@ man and bis weapons‘; not a 
fingle man only, as Nebuchadnezzar, but him and 
his army; every one of the deftroyers prepared 
with proper inftruments to do execution: aud they 
feall cut down thy choice cedars, and caft them into 
the fire, the fons of the king, the princes of the 
blood, the nobles of the land, and other perfons 
of rank and diftinétion, comparable to the tall ce- 
dars of Lebanon; fo the Targum, ‘* and they fhall 
“¢ flay the beauty of thy mighty ones, as the trees 
*¢ of a foreft are cut down, and caft into the fire ;” 
or elfe the ftately palaces of the king and his no- 
bles, and other beautiful buildings, which were 
lined and cieled with cedar, are here meant; and 
which the Chaldeans burnt with fire, ch. lii, 13. 

¥. 8. And many nations fhall pafs by this city, 
&c.] After it is burned down and deftroyed ; 
that is, people out of many nations travelling that 
way : and they fhall fay every man to bis neighbour ; 
as in company together, paffing along the ruined 
walls of the city: wherefore hath the Lord done 
thus unto this great city? fo fortified and fo full of 
people ; the metropolis of the whole nation; the 
greateft city in the eaft; yea, the joy of the whole 
earth ; a city peculiarly dear to the Lord; greatly 
honoured by him with his prefence, worfhip and 
ordinances, and yet now in ruins ; how comes this 
to pafs ? they fee and acknowledge the hand of the 
Lord in it, having a better notion of things than 
the Fews themfelves had. 

¥.9. Then they foall anfwer, &c.] Or, it frail 
be anfwered*; by fome in company, acquainted 
with the hiftory of this people: decaufe they have 
forfaken the covenant of the Lord their God; the 
Lord was the God of thefe people; he chofe them 
for his peculiar people, and diftinguifhed them by 
his favours from others; a covenant was made 

with 

=a by 
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with them, ‘in which ‘many good things were pro= 
mifed them upon their *obedience ;' this was’ kept 
by him,’ but forfaken and broken by them ;° they 
forfook their covenant-God, his law and-his: wor- 
fhip ; and that was the caufe of their ruin > ana 
worfbipped other gods, and ferved them, the ‘idols 
of the people, as the Targum, they left the. true 
God, who had done great and good things for 
them, and worfhipped thofe who were only gods 
by name, and not by nature; and ferved ftocks 
and ftones, the vanities of the Gentiles, who could 
not’ beftow one good thing on them; fuch were 
their ftupidity and ingratitude, and therefore very 
juftly given up to deftruction, ‘This feems to re- 
fer, as Cocceius thinks, not to the firft deftruction 
of the city by Nebuchadnezzar, when it had not 
fo clear and full anvaccomplifhment ; but to the 
fecond deftruction of it by the Romans, and the 
times following that; when the gofpel being preach- 
ed among the Gentiles, they’ had a better under- 
ftanding of the true God, and of his covenant, and 
of the vanity of idolatry, and of the ftate of the 
Fewifo nation, and the religion of it, and of the 
true caufes of their ruin. 

¥.10. Weep ye not for the dead, neither bemoan 
him, &c.] Not Jeboiakim, as farchi and Kimchi ; 
but king Fefiah, flain by Pharaoh Necho ; who, 
being a pious prince, a good king, and very ufe- 
ful, and much beloved by his people, great lamen- 
tation was made for him by them, and by the pro- 
phet alfo ; but now he exhorts them to ceafe weep- 
ing, or at leaft not to weep fo much for him, it 
being well with him, and he taken away from evil to 
come; and efpecially fince they had other, and 
worfe things to lament; fee 2 Chron. xxxv. 24,25: 
but weep fore for him that goeth away; or, in weep- 
ing weep‘; weep bitterly, and in good earnett ; 
there’s reafon for it; for him that was about to go, 
or was gone out of his own land, even Yehoahaz 
or Shallum, after-mentioned, who reigned but three 
months, and was put into bonds by Pharaoh Necho 
king of Egypt, and carried by him thither, 2 Chron. 
xxxvi. 4: for he foall return no more, nor fee his 
native country ; for he died in Egypt, 2 Kings xxiii. 
34. Farchi inteprets the dead, in the firft claufe, 
of Feboiakim, who died before the gate, when they 
had bound him to carry him captive, 2 Chron. 
xxxvi. 6. and him that goeth away, of Feconiah 
and Zedekiah, who were both carried captive ; and 
fo Kimchi; but the former interpretation is beft. 
Some underftand this not of particular perfons, but 
of the people in general ; fignifying that they were 
more happy that were dead, and lefs to be la- 
mented, than thofe that were alive, and would be 
carried captive, and never fee their own country 
any more; fee Eccl. iv. 2. but particular perfons 
feem manifeftly defigned. 

¥.11. bor thus. faith the Lord touching Shallum, 
&c.] ‘Not Shallum the fourth fon of Fofieh, 1 Chron. 
lil. 15. for it is not likely that he fhould imme- 
diately fucceed his father; nor Zedekiah, as Farchi ; 
nor Feconiah, as Kimchi; but Feboabaz, as Aben 
Ezra, who feems to have had feveral names, as 
Fobanan, 1 Chron. iii. 15. and Shallum here: the 
Jon-of Fofah king-of Fudab, which reigned inftead 
of Fofiah bis father, the fame is faid of Fehoahaz, 


2 Chron, xxxvi. 1: which went forth out of this | 
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place 5 out of Ferwfalem, being put down theré'fron 
his throne by Pharaoh’ Necho, and” carried by hi 
into Egypt, 2 Chron, xxxvi. 3, 4° he! fall not res 


turn thither any more; he dicd in’ Egypt; or how> — 


ever out of his'own land; but “was @live® when 
this prophecy was delivered out, which was in the 
reign of his brother ‘Yeboiakim, as fome fallowing’ 
vertes fhow. FIO S SW3oF oF morn “F270 

y..12. But he foal die in the placewhither’ they 
have led him‘ captive, &c.) Even in Egypt, where 
Pharach Necho.and-his army carried’ him ‘captives 
as before obferved: and he fhall fee bis land no tires 
the land of ‘udab, where he was ‘born}* and» over 
which he had been king: this is ‘repeated to fhew 
the certainty of it,’ and what -reafon ‘there was for 
the above lamentation; fince the people “might have 
been in hopes of the return of him, ‘but now they 


-are affured they had no ground for ‘it;+who tho* 


he was not a good prince, yet perhaps ‘hor fo bad 
as his brother Febciakim who fucceeded him; who 
appears -by what follows, to have been @ very un- 


,juit, tyrannical, and oppreffive prince§ and there~ 


fore there was great’ occafion for mourning on the 
account of Shallum, who: very likely was more 
promifing. vd + Qn nae 

y.13. Wo unto him that buildetlh> his houfe ‘by 
unrighteoufne/s, and bis chambers*by wrong, em 
This refpects Fehoiakim, the then ‘reigning~ king 
who, not content with the palace’ the- kings o 
Fudab before him ‘had lived in, builtanother ;-or 
however enlarged that, and made ‘great alterations 
in it; but this he‘did either with’ money ill gotten} 
or perverted toa wrong ufe, which Ought to have 
been otherwife laid out ; or by not paying: for the 
materials of whom they were bought, or the work-. 
men for their workmanfhip ; and perhaps this may 
be the reafon why fo much notice is taken of the 
king’s houfe or palace in the former’ part of the 
chapter, and-why it is threatened with defolation, 
¥. 1, 4,5, 6: that ufeth bis neighbour's fervice with- 
out wages, and giveth him not for his work; or, 
that ferveth himfelf of bis neighbour freely; or, 
makes him ferve freely®; and giveth him not bis 
work *; makes him work for nothing ; gives him 
no wages for it, but keeps back the hire of the 
labourers ; which is a crying fin in any perfon, 
and much more in a king ; fee Fam. v. 4. 

y¥. 14. That faith, I will build me a wide bhoufe, 
&c.] Or, @ boufe of meafures, or dimenfions*; a 
very large houfe, whofe length and breadth mea- 
fure much ; confifting of many fpacious rooms, 
upper as well as lower ; as follows : and large cham- 
bers ; or, widened ones, very fpacious and roomy ; 
or aired, or airy * ones; thro” which the wind 
blows, or into which much air comes; fo that 
they were good fummer-chambers, for which they 
might be built: and cutteth him out windows; to 
Jet in light and air, as well as for ornament. Some 
render it, and teareth my windows’; as if he had taken 
fome of the windows of the temple, and placed 
them in his palace, and fo was guilty of facrilége 5 
but this is not very likely: and it is cieled with 
cedar ; wainfcotted with it; or the roof of it was 
covered with cedar, as Yarchi; or its beams and 
rafters were made of cedar, as Kimchi, it might 
be lined throughout with cedar: and painted with 
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vermilion, The Vulgate Latin yerfion renders ald 
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Sinopis ;,fo called from Sinope, a city in Pontus, 
where it is found; of which Piiny fays ™ there are 
three forts, one red, another reddifh, and a third 
between them both: this is the fame with minium 
or vermilion. Strabo " fays, in Cappadocia the bett 
Sinopic minium or vermilion is produced, and which 
vies with that of Spain; and he fays it is called 
Sinopic, becaufe the merchants -ufed to bring it, to 
that place (Sinope) betore the commerce of the 
Ephefians reached the men of. this country, ,Cappa- 
docia ; other verfions °,. befides the Vulgate Latin, 
fo render it here. Schindler ® renders the Hebrew 
word by this; and alfo by cinnabar, which is a red 
mineral ftone, and chiefly found in quickfilver- 
mines ; and may be thought to be quickfilver pe- 
trified, and fixed by means of fulphur, and a fub- 
terraneous heat ; for. artificial cinnabar is made. of 
a mixture of mercury and fulphur fublimed, and 
reduced into a kind of fine red glebe ; and this is 
called by the painters, vermilion; and is made 
more beautiful by grinding it with gum-water, and 
a little fatfron ; which two drugs prevent its grow- 
ing black: and there are two kinds of vermilion , 
the one natural, which is found in fome filver- 
mines, in form of a ruddy-fand, of a bright beau- 
tiful red colour; the other is made of artificial 
cinnabar, ground up with white-wine, .and, after- 
wards with the whites of eggs. There.are two 
forts of it that we have ; the one of a deep. red; 
the other pale; but are the fame ;.the difference 
of colour only proceeding from the cinnabar’s being 
more or lefs ground; when fine ground, the ver- 
milion is pale, and is preferred to the coarfer and 
redder. It is of confiderable ufe among painters 
in oil and miniature 1; and here it may be ren- 
dered, anointed with minium or vermilion* ; but it 
is queftionable whether this vermilion was known 
fo early. Kimchi here.fays, it is the fame which 
the Arabians call zingapher, or cinnabar. The He- 
brew word is Shafbar, which Junius and Tremellius 
tranflate, indico.*; and obferve from Pliny‘, that 
there is a people in Jnaia called Sa/uri, from whence 
it is brought ; but this is of a different colour from 
minium or vermilion ; the one is blue, the other red; 
but be, it which it will, the painting was for orna- 
ment; and either colours look beautiful. 
¥. 15. Shalt thou reign, becaufe thou clofeft thy- 
felf in cedar ? &c.| Doft thou think that thou 
fhalt reign long, and thy throne be eftablifhed firm 
and fecure, becaufe of thy cedar wainfcot? as if 
that was a protection to thee, and were like the 
fortifications of a city or tower; when it may eafily 
be broke to pieces, or burnt with fire; and mutt 
be a poor defence againit a powerful enemy. The 
Targum is, ** doft thou think to be as the firft 
“ king ?” as David; to be as great a prince, to 
keep as grand a court, and live in as iplendid a 
manner, as he? The Septuagint verfion, inftead 
of Ares a cedar, reads Abaz, and takes it for the 
proper name of a king of Fudab, and the Arabic 
-yerlion reads 4hab;, and fo the Alexandrian copy 
of the Sepiuagint ; and both confound it with the 
next claufe ; the former rendering the words thus, 
foalt thou reign, that thou provokeft in, or after the 
manner of Abaz thy father? and the latter thus, 
‘* thou fhalt not reign, becaufe thou imitateft the 
“* original of Abad thy father ;” but both wrong ; 
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tho’ Grotius feems to.approve.of this reading : did 
not thy father eat and drink, and do judgment and 
Sufice ? that is, Fofiah his father, who eat and drank 
in moderation, and lived. chearfully and comfort- 
ably ; and. kept a good table like a prince, with- 
out fuch a magnificent palace as he his fon had 
built ; and without oppreffing his fubjeéts, and de- 
taining the hire of the labourer :; living in a grand 
manner, becoming a king, may be done. confiftent 
with doing juftice and judgment; let but that be 
done, and a prince will not be blamed. for living 
like himfelf, and for fupporting the dignity of his 
character and office, as Fofiah did: and, then it 
was well with him; or, therefore it was well with 
him" he was blefied of God, and was profperous 
and fuccefsful ; he was happy himéelfas-a_prince, 
and his people under him, both enjoying peace and 
profperity ; there are never better times than when 
juftice is done ; by it the throne is eftablifhed. 

¥.16. He judged the caufe of the poor and needy, 
&c.] . Who could. riot defend themfelves againtt 
the rich and the mighty;. he took: their, caufe in 
hand, and having heard it, determined it in their 
favour, and did them-juftice, as princes and civil 
magiftrates dught todo: shen it was well with him ; 
this 1s repeated, not only to fhew the:certainty of 
it, but that it might be obferved, and his example 
followed : was not this to know me, faith the Lord ? 
it is not by words only, but by. deeds. that men 
fhow that they know the Lord; for fome in words 
profefs..to. know him, who in works deny him ; 
when princes do the duty of their. office, they 
thereby declare that they know and own the Lord, 
by,, and. under whom they reign; that they have 
the fear of .him before their eyes; this is a practi- 
cal knowledge of him, and is well pleafing to 
him. The Targum is, ‘ is not this the knowledge 
** with which I am well pleafed, faith the Lord ?” 

¥. 17. But thine eyes,, and thine heart are not 
but for thy covetoufnefs, 8cc.] He was wholly in- 
tent upon gratifying that luit; his -heart.was me-' 
ditating, contriving and forming, fchemes for that 
purpofe; and his eyes: were looking out) here and 
there for proper objects .and opportunities to ex- 
ercife it: and for to fhed: innocent blood, in order 
to get their money, goods and poffeffions. into his 
hands ; avarice often leads, to, murder: and for 
opprefion, and for violence to do it; by making in- 
curfions, and feizing upon the properties of men, 
and converting them to his own ufe; fo true it is, 
that covetoufnefs or the love of money, is the root 
of all evil, 1 Zim. vi. 10. 

¥.18. Therefore thus faith the Lord concerning 
Fehoiakim, &c.| This fhows who is before fpoken 
of and defcribed; Fehoiakim, the then reigning king 
in Judah, whole name was Eliakim, but was 
changed by Pharaoh king of Egypt, when he de- 
pofed his brother Feboabaz. or Shallum, and. fet 
him on the throne, 2 Kings xxiii. 34.: the fon of 
Jofiah king of Fudah; and who feems to have 
been his eldeft fon, though his brother Fehoahaz 
reigned before him; for he was but twenty-three 
years of age when he began his reign, and he 
reigned but three months; and Jeboiakim was 
twenty-five years old when he fucceeded him, 
2 Kings xxiii. 31, 36. his relation to 7o/ah is men- 
tioned, not fo much for his honour, but rather to 

his 
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his difgrace, and as an aggravation of his wicked- 
nefs, that having fo religious a parent, and fuch 
a religious education, and the advantage of fuch 
an example, and yet did fo fadly degenerate : and it 
alfo fuggefts, that this would be no fecurity to him 
from the divine vengeance ; but rather provoke it, 
to deal more feverely with him. They /hall not 
Jament for him that is, his people, his fubjects, 
fhall not lament for him when dead, as they did 
for his father Fofab ,; fo far from having any real 
grief or inward forrow on account of his death, 
that they fhould not fo much as outwardly exprefs 
‘any, or ufe the common form at meeting together: 
faying, ab, my brother, or ab, fier, a woman 
meeting her brother, would not fay to him, O my 
brother, what bad news is this! we have loft our 
king ! nor he reply to her, O fifter, it is fo, the 
lofs is great indeed! for this is not to be under- 
ftood of the funeral /efus at the interment of a 
king or queen; lamenting them under thefe appel- 
lations of brother or fifter, which is denied of this 
prince. Kimchi thinks it has reference to his rela- 
tions, as that they fhould not mourn for him, and 
fay, ab, my brother ; nor for his wife, who died at 
the fame time, tho’ not mentioned, ah, fffer; both 
fhould die unlamented, as by their fubjects, fo by 
their neareft friends and relations. They /hall not 
lament for him, faying, ab, lord, or ab, his glory , 
O our liege lord and fovereign, he is gone! where 
are his glory and majefty now? where are his crown, 
his fcepter, his robes, and other enfigns of royalty? 
So the Zargum, ‘* wo or alas, for the king; alas, 
‘< for his kingdom ;” a heavy ftroke, a forrowful] 
melancholy providence this! but nothing of this 
kind fhould be faid; as he lived not beloved, be- 
caufe of his oppreffion and violence, fo he died 
without any lamentation for him. 

¥. 19. He foall be buried with the burial of an afs, 
&c.} Have no burial at all, or no other than what 
any brute creature has; which, when it dies, is caft 
into a ditch, and becomes the food of dogs, and 
the fowls of the air. The af is mentioned, as be- 
ing a fordid, ftupid creature; and fuch an one 
was this king. Drawn and caft forth beyond the 
gates of Ferufalem ; as the carcafe of a beaft is 
dragged about by dogs ; or as a malefactor, when 
executed, is dragged and caft into a ditch: this 
perhaps was done by the Chaldeans, who when he 
was flain, dragged him along, and caft him be- 
yond the gates. of Ferufalem. So Fofephus ~ fays, 
that when Nebuchadnezzar entered Ferufalem, he 
flew the moft robuft and beautiful with ‘Feboiakim 
their king, and ordered hin to be caft without the 
walls unburied; and fo, tho’ he is faid to fleep with 
his fathers, yet not to be buried with them, 2 Kings 
xxiv. 6. Kimchi fays, that he died without Jeru- 
falem, as they were carrying him into captivity a 
fecond time ; and the Chaldeans would not fuffer 
him to be buried. ‘erom reports from the Hebrew 
hiftory, that he was killed by the robbers and 
thieves of the Chaldeans, Syrians, Ammonites, and 
Moabites. Some think, that as he was bound in 
chains in order to be carried to Babylon, that he 
was had there, and there died, and after his death 
ufed in this ignominious manner: and the words 
will bear to be rendered, caft forth far beyond the 
gates of Ferufalem*, even as far as Babylon; fee 
2 Chron. xxxvi. 6. 


¥. 20. Go up to Lebanon, and cry, &c.] Thefe 
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words are directed to Ferufalem and its inhabitants, 
and to the people of the Yews ; not to go up to 
the temple, as the Targum interprets it, fo called, 
becaufe made of the wood of Lebanon, as in Zech. 
xi. 1. or as the Raddins fay, becaufe it made white 
the fins of J/rael,; but the mountain of Le/anon, 
and from thence call to their neighbours for help 
in their prefent diftrefs, as the Af/yrians and Egyp- 
tians. And lift up thy voice in Bafban, another high 
hill in the land of J/rael. The Targum interprets 
this alfo of the gates of the mountain of the houfe; 
fo called, as Farchi thinks, becaufe made of the 
oaks of Bafban; or as Kimchi, becaufe there were 
beafts continually there for facrifice, as in Bajhan, 
a pafture for cattel; but the mountain itlelf is 
intended: And cry from the pafjages,; or from Aba- 
rim; a mountain of this name on the borders of 
Moab, Numb. xxvii. 12. Now thefe feveral high 
mountains are named, becaufe from hence they 
might look around them, and call to their neigh- 
bours, if any of them could help them + it is ironi- 
cally fpoken, for it is fuggefted that none of them 
could; for all thy lovers are deftroyed; their frierds 
and allies, with whom they had not only entered 
into leagues, but had committed fpiritual fornica- 
tion with them ; that is, idolatry, as the Egyptians 
and Alfyriens ; but thefe were now fubdued by Ne- 
buchadnezzar, and were at leaft fo weakened and 
deftroyed by him, that they could give no affift- 
ance to the Jews; fee 2 Kings xxiv. 7. 

¥. 21. 1 fpake unto thee in thy profperity, 8&c.]} 
Or profperities, or tranquillities% , when it their 
greateft affluence, in the heighth of it; this he did, 
when he fent to them his fervants the prophets, 
as the Targum, and by them exhorted, reproved, 
and advifed them: but thou faidft, I will not hear; 
this was the language of their hearts and aétions, 
tho’ not of their mouths : zis hath been shy man- 
ner from thy youth; from the time they came out 
of Egypt, and firft became a church and body po- 
litic ; whilft they were in the wildernefs; or when 
firft fettled in the land of Canaan: this was the in- 
fancy of their ftate; and from that time it was 
their manner and cuftom to reject the word of the 
Lord, and turn a deaf ear to it: that thou obeyeft 
not my voice; in his law, and by his prophets. 

¥. 22. Lhe wind hall eat up all thy paftors, &c.} 
King, nobles, counfellors, priefts, prophets, and 
elders of the people; they fhall be carried away as 
chaff before the wind, or perifh as trees and fruits 
are blafted with an eaft-wind ; to which Webuchad- 
nezzar and his army are fometimes compared ; 
fee ch. xviii. 17, The Targum is, * all thy go- 
** vernors fhall be fcattered to every wind.” And 
thy lovers fhall go into captivity; the Affyrians and 
Egyptians, as before; fee ch. lii. 31, 32. Surely 
then thou foalt be afbamed and confounded for all thy 
wickednefs ; being difappointed of all proteétion 
from their governors at home, and of all help 
from their allies abroad ; and will then, when too 
late, be convinced of all their wickednefs, and 
afhamed of it. a 

¥. 23. O inhabitant of Lebanon, 8c.] Ferufalem 
is meant, and the inhabitants of it, fo called, be- 
caufe they lived near Lebanon, or in that land in 
which Lebanon was ; or rather, becaufe 7 dwelt 
in houfes made of the wood of Lebanon; and which — 


{tood as thick as the trees in the foreft of Lebanon; 
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‘according to the next claufe; not but that there 
were inhabitants of the mountain of Lebanon, called 
Drufes ; and there were towns and villages on it, 
inhabited by people, as theré are to this day. 
After four hours and a half travelling up the af- 
cent, from the foot of the mountain, there is, as 
travellers * inform us, a {mall pretty village called 
Eden; and befides that, at fome diftance from it, 
another called Canobine, where there is a convent 
of the Maronites, and is the feat of their patriarch; 
and near it a valley of that name, full of hermi- 
tages, cells, and monafteries ; but the former are 
here meant. That makeft thy nefts in the cedars , 
in towns, palaces, and houfes, covered, cieled, 
raftered, and wain{cotted with cedars; here they 
lived at eafe and fecurity, as birds in a neft. The 
Targum is, ‘* who. dwelleft in the houfe of the 
“¢ fanctuary, and among kings, nourifhing thy 
*¢ children.” How gracious fhalt thou be, when 
pangs come upon thee, the pain as of a woman in 
travail? that is, either thou wilt feek grace and 
favour at the hand of God, and make fupplica- 
tion to him; thou wilt then be an humble fup- 
plicant, when in diftrefs, though now proud and 
haughty #: or what favour wilt thou then find a- 
mong thofe that come to wafte and deftroy thee ? 
This refers to the calamity coming upon them by 
the Chaldeans, as the following words fhew. 

y. 24. As J live, faith the Lord, &c.] The form 
of an oath, ufed to exprefs the greater certainty 
of what is after delivered: fwearing by his life, is 
fwearing by himfelf; fee Heb. vi. 13. Though Co- 
niah the fon of Feboiakim king of Fudah, the fame 
with Feconiah, fo nick-named by way of contempt; 
and it may be to denote the diminution of his 
glory and kingdom, and the fhortnefs of his reign : 
were the fignet upon my .right band, ever fo near 
to him, or ever fo much valued by him, as he had 
been before, and fo conftantly cared for and re- 
garded by him; as a ring, with any thing refpect- 
able engraved on it, is conftantly wore by perfons, 
and greatly valued; efpecially fuch as had on them 
the image or picture of a perfon loved, as was 
ufual in fome countries, to which the allufion is 
by fome thought to be: fo the friends of Epicurus 
ufed to have his image engraved upon their rings, 
which they wore on their fingers in refpect to him, 
and as an omen of good to themfelves ° ; fee Cant. 
viii. 6. Jf xlix. 16. Hagg: ii. 23. Yet would I 
pluck thee thence ; with great difpleafure and indig- 
nation: it defigns~his being removed from his 
throne and kingdom, and out’ of his native’ land, 
and carried, into: a far country, as follows. 

¥. 25. And I will give thee into the hand of them 
that feek thy life, &c.| Cruel and blood-thirfty ene- 
mies, whom nothing would fatisfy but his life ; 
fuch were the perfons following :' and into the band 
of them whofe face thou feareft ; being a terrible 
favage people, to be dreaded ‘both for their num- 
ber and. their cruelty ; a ftrange change this, to 
be removed out of the hand of God, into the hand 
of fuch an'enemy : even into the hand of Nebuchad- 
nezzar king of Babylon, fee the note on ch. xxi. 2: 
and into the hand of the Chaldeans, who were the 
mercilefs and formidable people’ before- mentioned : 
and. this was fulfilled within three-months after 
Feconiah or Fehoiachin began to reign, and when 
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he was but eighteen years of age, 2 Kives xxiv: 8, 
10, r1, 12. 

¥. 26. And I will caft theé out, &¢e.J Out of his 
palace, out of the city of Ferufalem, and out*of the 
land of Judea: and thy mother that bare thee; who 
very probably was a bad woman, and had brought 
up her fon in an evil way, and had led him on, 
and encouraged him in it, by her own example; 
and had been a partner with him in his fins: her 
name was Nebujbta, a daughter of Elnathan of Fe- 
rufalem, and as it was here prediéted of her, fo 
it was accomplifhed, 2 Kings xxiy. 8, 15. it is very 
likely Feconiah had no children before the capti- 
vity, fince no mention is made of them, only of 
his mother that was caft out with him: into an- 
other country, where ye were not born; the land of 
Chaldea, which was not the native place neither of 
him nor his mother; being both, as it feems pro- 
bable, born in Ferufalem, or however in Fudea : 
and there foall ye die; both he and his mother ; 
and fo the Arabic verfion expreffes it, and there 
Shall ye both die; as no doubt they did, tho’ we 
have no particular account of. their death , as for 
Jeconiah, he lived a long time in captivity ; it was 
in the ¢hirty-feventh year of his captivity, that 
Evil-Merodach king of Babylon fhewed favour to 
him above all the captive kings that were with 
him, and continued it to his death; but how long 
dfter that was, is not known; fee Fer. lii. 31— 


¥.27. But to the land whereunto they defire to 
return, &¢c.|] Or, lift up their foul to return®; eis 
ther by making fupplication to God for it, P/. xxv. 
1. or buoying up themfelves with vain hopes, 
founded upon the declarations of the falfe pro- 
phets, that they fhould return; and to which no 
doubt they had a natural defire, and comforted 
themfelves with the hopes of it ;, but all in vain : 
thither fhall they not return; for they were to die, 
as before predicted, in anothér country, as they 
did, and never faw their own any more. 

y. 28. Is this man Coniah a defpifed broken idol ? 
&c.] Or like an idol that is nothing in the world, 
and like a broken one, that whatever worfhip be- 
fore was paid to it, has now none at all, but is 
defpifed’ by its votaries ? he is fuch an one; tho’ 
he was idolized by his people when he firft came 
to the throne ; but now his power and government 
being broken, and he carried captive, was defpifed 
by all; as his being called Coniab, and this man or 
fellow, fhow; which are ufed of him in a way of 
reproach and contempt. Is he a veffel wherein is 
no pleafure? he is. He’s like a veffel made for 
difhonour, or is ufed for the moft contemptible 
fervice ; or like one that is cracked, or broken, or 
defiled, that no ufe can be made of it, or any de= 
light taken in it; it is not fit to fet up, to be 
looked at, or to be made ufe of. Wherefore are 
they caft out, he and his feed; which were in his 
loins, and were begotten by him in captivity ; fee 
1 Chron. iii. 17, 18. and fo faid to be caft out with 
him, when he was caft out of the land of Judea ; 
juft as Levi paid tithes in ddrabam before he was 
born, Heb. vii. 9, 10: and are caft into a land which 
they know not ? where they had. no friends and ac- 
quaintance ; doubtlefs it was for his fins and tran{- 
greffions, and thofe of his people. ‘ 
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y¥. 29. O earth, earth, earth, &c.] Not Coniab 
himfelf an earthly man; but either the inhabi- 
tants of the whole earth, or of the land of J/rael; 
or rather the earth, on which men dwell, is here 
called upon as a witnefs to what is after-faid; to 
rebuke the ftupidity of the people, and to quicken 
their attention to fomewhat very remarkable and 
worthy of notice, and therefore the word is re- 
peated three times. Some think reference is had 
to the land from which, and that to which the 
ews removed, and the land of I/rael, thro’ which 
they paffed. So the Targum, ‘* out of his own 
«© jand they carried him captive into another land; 
<< © land of J/rael, receive the words of the Lord.” 
archi. mentions another reafon of this threefold 
appellation, becaufe the land of Irae! was divided 
into three parts, Fudea, beyond Yordan, and Ga- 
lilee. Hear the word of the Lord ; which fol- 
lows. 

y. 30. Thus faith the Lord, write ye this man 
childlefs, &c.| That is, Coniah or Feconiah, who 
tho’ ke had‘children in the captivity, yet they died 
in it, or however never fucceeded him in the throne. 
This, to fhew the certainty of the thing, the Lord 
would have written. The fpeech is directed, as 
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fome think, to the angels, or to the prophets; tho’ 
the words may be rendered imperfonally, Jet this 
man be written childlefs , it may be fet down and 
taken for a fure and certain thing, «as tho” it was 
written with a pen of iron, that he fhall be alone 
and die without children, and have’ none to reign 
after him. 4 man that /hall not profper in bis davs - 
he fat but three months and ten days upon oi. 
throne, and all the reft of his days he lived in 
Captivity, 2 Chron. xxxvi. g. fo that he was a ve 

unfortunate prince. For xo man of bis feed foall 
profper, fitting on the throne of David, and ruling 
any more in Fudah; none of them were fo profper- 
ous and happy as to arrive to the royal dignity 
or to fit on the throne of David, and be kings or 
Fudah. Here ended the.race of kings of the houfe 
of David, until the king Meffiah came; for tho? 
there were of his line that were governors of Fudab 
as Zerubbabel, yet not kings. Moreover, Seconiab 
was the laft of the houfe of David im the line of 
Solomon. Salathiel, of whom was Zerubbabel go- 
vernor of Fudah, was the fon of Neri, who def- 
cended from Nathan the fon of David; fee Luke 
ill, 29, 31..compared with Maft.\i: ray and the 
notes on each paflages. 2 . 


CHAP. XXIil. 


HIS chapter contains -threatnings to the 

Fewifh governors, and to their priefts and 
prophets, on account of their manifold fins; in- 
termixed with gracious promifes to the Lord’s 
people, and particularly with a famous promife 
of the Meffiah. The paftors or governors of J/- 
ryael are charged with {cattering and driving away 
the Lord’s flock, for which they are threatened, 
y. 1, 2. and a promife is made of the gathering 
of the remnant of them, and of fetting up other 
fhepherds over them, under whom they fhould in- 
creafe, and be comfortable, ¥. 3, 4. particularly 
the Meffiah is promifed; as David’s righteous 
branch; as a profperous and righteous king; as 
the author of righteoufnefs to his people, under 
whom they fhould have falvation and fafety, ¥. 5, 
6. fo that in comparifon of this falvation, the de- 
liverance out of Egypt fhould not be fpoken of, 
¥. 7, 8. and then follows a fad complaint of the 
priefts and prophets ; of their prophanenefs, their 
adultery, fwearing, lying, hypocrify, and deception 
of the people ; for all which they are feverely 
threatened, ¥. 9,.10, I1, 12, 13, 14, 15. where- 
fore the people are exhorted not to hearken to 


them, promifing them peace and fafety ; whereas,. 


by attending to the word of God, it might eafily 
be feen that a itorm of wrath was gone forth, and 
was ready to break, and would fall upon the head 
of the wicked, to the executing of the thoughts 
and purpofes of God’s heart, ¥. 16, 17, 18, 19, 
zo. and the Lord declares he had not fent thefe 
prophets, as might be known from their not turn- 
ing the people from their evil ways, ¥. 21, 22. 
whofe conduét and behaviour could not be hid 
from the’ fight of the Lord, nor their prophecies 
trom his ears, which were no other than dreams, 
and the deceits of their own hearts ; and there was 
as great a difference between them and the word 
of -the Lord, as between chaff and wheat; feeing 
his word in his hand is of great virtue and efficacy, 
whereas there was none’in theirs, ¥. 23, 24; 25, 
26, 27, 28, 29. wherefore the Lord declares him- 


} 
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felf to be againft thefe prophets, for ftealing” his 
word from their neighbour; for making ule of 
his name, when they were not fent by him; and 
for caufing the people to err by their lies, ¥. 30, 
31, 32. and both people, prieft, and prophet, are 
feverely threatened for jeering and feoffing at the 
word of the Lord, calling it the burden of the 
Lord; which phrafe they are forbid/to uf in a 
{neering way ; and fhould they perfift.in it, they: 
are told that God would forfake and: forget them, 
and caft them out, and everlaftingly punith them, 
¥. 33> 34s 35> 30 37, 385 39, 40. | 


¥.1. Wo be unto the: paftors, &c.} Or, O ye 
Shepherds or governors, as the Targum; the civil 
rulers and magiftrates, kings and princes of the 
land of Hrael; fince ecclefiattical rulers, the priefts 
and prophets, are mentioned as diftiné from them 
in ¥..9. whofe bufinefs it was to rule and guide,’ 
protect and defend the people: but inftead of that, 
they were fuch that deftroy and fcatter the foeep of 
my pafture, faith the Lord God; fet them bad ex-! 
amples, led them into idolatry: and other fins,’ 
which were the caufe of\their ruin, and of their 
being carried captive, and fcatteréd in other coun-' 
tries; and their fin was the more aggravated, in- 
afmuch.as thefe people were the Lord’s pafture-: 
fheep, whom he had: an intereft in, and’a regard 
unto, and had committed them to the care and. 
charge of thefe paftors or governors, ‘to be parti- 
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cularly taken care of. y BS l 
¥. 2. Therefore thus. faith the Lord God-of Ifrael,’ 


&c.] The covenant-God of that people; who are 


called his fheep, and the theep of his pafture; hav- 
ing made a covenant with their fathers, and pro- 
vided a good pafture for them, the land-of Teel, 
where. they enjoyed_all bleffings, civil and religi-_ 
ous, and appointed perfons over them to feed them; 
but thefe did not do their duty, and therefore the 
Lord was againft them, as follows: againft the 
paftors that feed my people , whofe office it was to® 
feed, rule, and defend them; and-who pretended 
os . oh 
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to do it, but did it not. Ye have fcattered my 
flock, and driven them away, and have not vifited 
them; they had been the means of ‘their being 
driven out of their dwellings, and ott of their own 
land, and of their being among the nations of the 
world, and took no care for the return of them, 
any more than they concerned themfelves for their 
welfare when over them ; or they fuffered the ene- 
my, like beafts of prey, to come in among them, 
which fcattered them, and drove them from their 
pafture, as fheep are by bears, dogs, and wolves; 
and took no care to preferve them from them, or 
to gather them together again to their pafture. 
The people of the ews, at the time when Chrift 
came, hereafter prophefied of, were fcattered as 
fheep without a fhepherd, and are called the loft 
fheep of the houfe of J/rael, Matt. ix. 36. and x. 
6. and xv. 24. Bebold, I will vifit upon you the 
evil of your doings, faith the Lord; that is, punith 
them for their iniquities; fince they vifited not the 
flock in a way of mercy and kindnefs, as the duty 
of their office required, the Lord would vifit them 
in a way of juftice, and punifh them according 
to their deferts. 

¥. 3. And Iwill gather the remnant of my flock 
out of all countries, &c.] Such of them as did not 
perifh by the fword, famine, and peftilence, or 
died not in captivity, and chofe not to remain in 
the kingdom where they were; for all did not re- 
turn upon the edict of Cyrus: tho’ fome think 
this is to be underftood of the gathering of God’s 
eleét, the remnant according to the election of grace, 
the children of God that were f{cattered abroad, 
by the fufferings and death of Chrift, the Shiloh, 
to whom the gathering-of the people fhould be, 
hereafter prophefied of : whither I have driven 
them , this, which is before charged upon the pa- 
ftors, is taken by the Lord to himfelf; becaufe 
this was not only permitted by him, namely, the 
difperfion and captivity of the Fews, but was in- 
flicted by him as a’punifhment upon them for 
their fins, and the fins of their governors; but 
yet fuch was the mercy and goodnefs of God, as 
to return a remnant of them: and I will bring 
them again to their folds, to the city of Ferufalem, 
and their dwelling-houfes there, and in other places; 
an emblem of the Lord’s bringing his chofen rem- 
nant, whether ews or Gentiles, into a good fold 
and good paftures, to a gofpel-church-ftate, and 
the ordinances of it, Fobn x. 16: they fhall be 
fruitful and increafe ; the remnant of the flock re- 
turned to their own land and dwellings, and there 
grow numerous, and increafe in wealth and riches ; 
as Chrift’s fpiritual fheep, gathered into his fold, 
become fruitful in grace and good works, and in- 
creafe with the increafe of God. 

y¥. 4. And I will fet foepherds over them, which 
frall feed them, &c.} Good fhepherds, rulers and 
governors, that fhall rule them with wholefome 
Jaws, and protect and defend them ; fuch as Ze- 
rubbabel, Nehemiah, and others, after the captivity : 
or chriftian kings and princes, when the gofpel 
came to be publifhed and eftablifhed in many 
kingdoms and provinces, and the fheep of Chrift 
were gathered out of them. erom interprets thefe 
fhepherds of the, apoftles of Chrift; and it may 
include other minifters of the gofpel, who feed 
Chrift’s fheep with knowledge and underftanding, 
fee Fer. iii. 15. And they fhail fear no more, nor be 
difmayed , not the fhepherds, as Ferom underftands 


2m (')? dies funt venientes, Montanus, Schmidt. 
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it, but the fheep. This looks as if this prophecy 
had refpect to more future times than thofe imme- 
diately following the return from the Badylonifh 
Captivity ; fince the Yews were made to fear, and 
were difmayed by Sanballet and Tobiah, and in 
after-times by the Greeks and Romans; even to the 
times of Chrift, and the gofpel-difpenfation ; ih 
which the faints receive not the fpirit of bondage 
again to fear, but thro’ the blood, righteoufhets, 
and facrifice of Chrift, have much {piritual peace 
and boldnefs of faith, and fear no enemy. Neither 
foall they be lacking, faith the Lord; not one of the 
fheep brought back, or of the remnant gathered, 
fhall be miffing or loft; this is exactly true of 
Chrift’s fheep,. ‘fobn x. 28. 
¥. 5. Bebold, the days come, faith the Lord, &c.} 
Or, are coming *; and will foon be here, a few 
days, months, and years more; fo it was ufual © 
with the prophets to reprefent the coming of Chrift 
as near at hand, to comfort the faints, and keep 
up their faith and expectation of him, aid efpe- 
cially the latter prophets; fee Hagg. ii. 6, 7. Zech. 
ix. 9. Mal. ili. 1. as alfo to ufher in their prophe- 
cies of this fort with a debold, as a note of admi- 
ration, attention, and afleveration ; fee Jf vii. 14. 
Zech. iii. 8. and vi. 12, That I will raife unto Da- 
vid a righteous branch; the Mefliah, fo it is ex- 
plained by the Zargum, which calls him the Mef- 
fiah of the righteous ; and by Kimchi and Ben Me- 
lech and by the ancient Fews * alfo ; who is fre- 
quently by the prophets fpoken of as.a branch, 
If, iv..2, and xi. 1. Zech. ii. 8. and vi..12. which 
refpects his incarnation, his {pringing up and ap- 
pearance in the earth, and the meannefs and weak- 
nefs of it; and here, his defcent from the family 
of David, when that was in a low and mean con- 
dition, to be his fucceffor in his throne and king- 
dom, not in a temporal, but in a fpiritual fenfe ; 
and is a branch and plant not of man’s raifing, 
but of the Lord’s, his human nature being formed 
without the help of man; and is that tabernacle 
which God pitched, and not’ man; and is therefore 
elfewhere called the branch of the Lord, and faid 
to be brought forth by him, // iv. 2. Zech, iii. 8, 
the epithet of righteous is given him, becaufe righ- 
teous in himfelf, and the author of righteoufnefs 
to others; a branch that brings forth and bears 
the fruits of righteoufnefs, from whence all thofe 
that are engrafted in him come to have righteouf- 
nefs. And a king fhall reign and profper , the king 
Meffiah, the fame with David’s righteous branch, 
his fon and offspring ; who was appointed by God 
the Father king over Zion, the church, from all 
eternity ; was always promifed and fpoken of as a 
king, and came as fuch, tho’ his kingdom was 
not with obfervation, it being not of this. world ; 
and when he afcended to heaven, he was declared 
Lord and Chrift; and now reigns on the fame 
throne with his Father, and will till all enemies are 
put under his footftool : and as he pro/pered in his 
prieftly office, by obtaining the redemption and 
falvation of his people, which is the pleajure of the 
Lord that was to profper in his hand; {o likewife in 
his kingly and prophetic offices, by going forth in 
his gofpel conquering and to. conquer; riding forth 
therein profperoufly, and fubduing his enemies, 
and caufing his minifters to triumph in him: or,. 
foall deal prudently ‘, as the word is rendered in Jf 
lii. 13. fee the note there. And fhall execute judg- 
ment and juftice in the earth; in his church, and 
among 


© Bemidbar Rabba, parafh. 18. fol. 223.2. 
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among his people, by governing them with righte- 
ous laws, and by protecting and defending them 
from-their enemies; for a// judgment is committed 
to the Son; who will judge one day the whole 
world in righteoufnels ; fee Fobu v.22. Adis xvi. 
‘91, J/- ik. 7. 

y. 6. In his days Fudah fhall be faved, &cc.| In 
the days of the Meffiah, the righteous branch, and 
reigning profperous king; not only the people of 
the Fews, God’s elect among them, but all that 
truly embrace him, and confefs him, as Fudab’s 
name fignifies, fhall be faved from all their fins ; 
from the law, its curfe and condemnation; and 
from wrath to come; and from all their fpiritual 
enemies. In the latter part of his days all J/rael 
fhall be faved, Rom. xi. 26: and Ijrael foal) dwell 
fafely; without any fear of enemies, being faved 
from them; being in that city, the church, which 
has falvation for walls and bulwarks ; angels en- 
camping about them; the Lord as a wall of fire 
around them; the Spirit lifting up a ftandard a- 
gainft their enemies, when they come in like a 
flood ; and the Meffiah their rock and refuge, and 
ftrong tower, their ftrength and righteoufnefs ; as fol- 
lows: for all the falvation and fafety of the Lord’s 
people are owing to the righteoulnefs of Chrift ; 
the effect of which is peace, quietnefs and aflurance 
for ever: and this is his name whereby be shall be 
called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS 3 becaule 
he is the author of righteoufnefs to his people, and 
is only fo; no creature could be the author of. it ; 
unrighteous man cannot be the author of righte- 
oufnefs; and the righteoufnefs of an angel is of no 
advantage to man ;~and indeed neither of the other 
divine perfons is, the Lord our righteoufnefs ; 
for tho’ they are both Fehovah, the Father and the 
Spirit, yet not our righteoufnefs : the Father ap- 
pointed and fent Chrift to work it out; he ap- 
proved and accepted of it, when wrought. out , 
and imputes it to his péople; but is not the au- 
thor of it: fo the Spirit convinces of the need. of 
it; reveals it, and brings it near; works faith to 
receive it ; and applies it, and pronounces a perfcn 
juttified by it; but is not the author of it; that 
the Son of Gad only is; who is become fo by his 
obedience to the law, and by bearing the penalty 
of it; and who having been delivered for our ‘of- 
fences, rofe again for our juftification: and this 
righteoufnefs which he has wrought out to the fa- 
tisfaction of law and juftice, becomes ours; it being 
defigned for us, and wrought out for us, by a free 
gift of it is given to us; ours, thro’ the imputation 
of it to us by the Father, and in virtue of our union 
to Chrift, and intereft in him ; and thro’ the ap~ 
plication of it to us by the Spirit of God; who 
puts it upon us, and clothes us with it, and enables 
us to lay hold upon it, and claim intereft in it ; 
and which may be meant by Chrift being called 
our righteoufne/s ; for the meaning is, not that he 
fhould commonly go by this name; but only that 
he fhould be that unto us which it fignifies; and 
that we fhould by faith, even every true J/raelite, 
every believer call him our righteoufnefs ; fay. that 
we have righteoufnefs in hini; make mention of 
that continually, and exprefs our defires to be found 
alone in it ;'for fo the words may be rendered, 
and this is the name whereby be Jhall call him*, tHE 
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and the judgments approaching. 


JERE MIAH. Chixsiii. 9 69. 


LorD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS ; and a {weet name 
to a fenfible finner it is; to.one that has felt ithe 
guilt of fin in his confcience ; feen-his need of a 
righteoufnefs, and the worth-of jt. ‘That the Mef- 


fiah is here meant is acknowledged. by the, Jews, 


ancient and modern *, Sree ee eee 

¥.7. Therefore behold, the days, come, faith. the 
Lord, &c.| Or, are coming‘; and will begin to 
take place in a little time, even upon the, Jews 
return from Babylon; and reached to the times of 
Chrift, to which they have a fpecial regard;.and 
include the whole gofpel-difpenfation, even, the 
latter day-glory, when the, ews fhall return to, - 
and dwell in, their own land; as the following 
verfe thews: that they fhall no more fay, the Lord 
liveth ; the people of J/rael in particular, or the 
Lord’s people in general, fhall no more fwear by 
the living God, defcribed as.follows; or, as the 
Targum, declare no more the power of .God, in 
the inftance next mentioned, they had been ufed 
to do: which brought up the children of Ifrael out 
of the land of Egypt; which, tho’ a wonderful de- 
liverance, and never to be forgotten ; yet not to be 
named with the redemption and falyation wrought 
out by Chrift the Lord our righteoufnefs; that 
being a deliverance from far greater and more 
powerful enemies, and from the far greater, bond- 
age of fin, fatan and the law; nor with the refto- 
ration of the ews in the latter day, which will be 
a moft wonderful and amazing event, Rom. xi. 15, 
25, 26, 

¥.8. But, the Lord liveth, &c.|] Or they thall 
fwear by the living God; or declare the power of 
the Lord, as the Yargum, in their redemption by 
the Meffiah : which brought up, and which led the 
Jeed of the houfe of Ifrael out of the north country, 
and from all countries whither I had driven them ; 
which refpects not only the deliverance of the Fews 
from Babylon, which lay north of Fudea; but the 
converfion of many of the ten tribes, thro’ the 
preaching of the gofpel in the feyeral countries 
where jthey were, to which the apoftles of Chrift 
were fent with it; and alfo the gathering of them 
together at the latter day, when they fhall turn to 


7 


the Lord, and return to their own land; as fol- 


‘lows : aud they fhall dwell in their own land; which 


has never been fulfilled as. yet of the feed of the 
houfe‘of J/rae/, or of the ten tribes; but will be 
when ‘all J/rael fhall be faved. This pafiage is. 
applied in the Ta/mud* to the days of the Mef- 
fiah; fee the notes on ch. xvi. 14,15. 5. k 

¥..9. Mine heart within me. is broken, becaufe of 
the prophets, &c.] The falfe prophets, as the Zar- 
gum xvightly interprets it. The Vulgate Latin ver- 
fion renders it, to the prophets; and makes a ftop, 


there ; which agrees with, the original '; fo thac 


it may be confidered as the title of what follows 
it being direéted to them by the prophet, to Jet 


them know his concern for them ; to ste their 


fin, and reclaim them ; who was fo ¢ Eek ith. 
their cafe, that, his deart within him was broke 


with grief and forrow,, becaute of their falfe 
trines and wicked lives; and becaufe of the 
chief they did the people, and the ruin they br 
upon them, and themfelves alfo : all nes foake;. 
with dread and horror, at the iis 
at id Farchi. 
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Farchi fays, fignifies fuch a fluttering motion as is 
made by the wings of a bird hovering over its 
neft. The fame word is ufed in Gen. i, 2. which 
Ben Melech refers to here. The prophet fhuddered 
at their dreadful impiety; and at the thoughts of 
what was coming upon them on that account: J 
am like a drunken man, that can neither fpeak nor 
ftand ; that knows not what to fay, or which way 
to go; fo confufed and aftonifhed was the prophet 
at what he faw was doing by them, and was likely 
to befal thein: (and like a man whom wine bath 
overcome) or, has paffed over™; like waves and 
billows, fo that he is drowned in it, and mattered 
by it: becaufe of the Lord, and becaufe of the words 
of bis boline/s ; becaufe of the difhonour done to 
his holy name, and holy truths; becaufe of the 
prophanation of both in the mouths of thefe falfe 
prophets ; they pretending to come in the name of 
the Lord, and to fpeak his words ; and becaufe of 
the dreadful judgments which he, the prophet, 
was fent to denounce againft them from the Lord. 
y¥. 10. For the land ts full of adulterers, &c.] Of 
fuch as were guilty of corporal adultery, and of 
fpiritual adultery, which is idolatry. Now, tho’ 
in this, and in the following veries, the prophet 
defcribes the men of his generation, both eccle- 
fiaftics and Jaics ; yet alfo fo as to have regard to 
the Fews in the times of Chrift, to which this pro- 
phecy has refpect between whom there was a great 
refemblance ; adulteries were fo frequent in Chrift’s 
time, that the fews left off the ule of the bitter 
waters"; and our Lord fometimes calls the ge- 
neration in which he lived, an adulterous one, 
Matt. xii. 39. and xvi. 4: for becaufe of fwearing 
the land mourneth, becaufe of falfe fwearing and 
curfing ; becaufe of the oaths and imprecations of 
men; or becaufe of the curfe of God, for the fins 
of men, the land was defert or defolate, as the 
Targum ; it became barren and unfruitful, the land 
of Fudea; juft as the earth was curfed for the fin of 
man originally ; tho’ it feems rather to fignify per- 
jury or falfe {wearing, which, and adultery, were 
the reigning vices of theage; fee Matt.v. 33—37: 
the pleafant places of the wildernefs are dried up, 
or the paftures of the wildernefs, where cattel 
ufed to feed, were dried up for want of rain, and 
fo were unfruitful, and produced no grafs for 
the beafts of the field : and yet, their cour/e is evil ; 
the courfe of their miniftry or prophefying was 
bad; and the courfe of their lives and converfa- 
tions was one continued feries of iniquity ; the race 
they ran, both prophet and people, was a wicked 
one ; they ran and made hafte to commit fin ; tho’ 
a profeffing people, their converfation was accord- 
ing to the courfe of this world, and not according 
to the rule of God’s word: and their force is not 
right ; or, is not fo°; as it ought to be, or em- 
ployed in the manner it fhould: the power and 
authority of the prophets over the people was not 
ufed as it might have been, for the preferving of 
the people from fin ; nor their courage and valour 
fhewn for truth, as it ought to have been; and 
they ufed their power to hurt and opprefs, and not 
to relieve and help: fo the Pharifees in Chrift’s 
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devotion, devoured widows houfes, Matt. xxiii. 4; 
14. So fome render the words here, and their 
violence is not right ® ; their rapine and oppreifion 
were very unjuft; fo that befides adultery and 
{wearing, they are charged with violence in par- 
ticular, and with a wicked courfe of life in ge- 
neral, 

¥. 11. For both prophét and prieft are profane, 
&c.] Being guilty of the afore-mentioned fins. 
The Targum is, ‘* the fcribe and the prieft ;” and 
fuch were the fcribes and priefts in the time of our 
Lord; they played the hypocrite», as fome render 
the word here ; and are often charged with the fin 
of hypocrify, and called hypocrites, Maft. xxii. 18. 
and xxiii. 13, 14,15, 23, 25, 27, 29: yea, in my 
houfe have 1 found their wickednefs, jaith the Lord ; 
where they officiated in holy things, or fhould have 
done fo; where the one fhould have inftru@ted the 
people, and the other offered facrifices for them, 
according to the will of God; there they com- 
mitted wickednefs, which was an ageravation of 
their fin, as was the cafe of Eii’s fons, 1 Sam. ii. 22. 
perhaps the fame fin was committed by thefe men; 
or idolatry may be meant; fetting up images, and 
building altars for them in the houfe of God; fee 
ch, vii. 30. or carryjng on traffic and merchandife, 
whereby the temple was made a houfe of mer- 
chandife, as it was in the times of Chrift, Fobz ii. 
ta, bsp G: 

¥.12. Wherefore their way fhall be anto them as 
Slippery ways in the darknefs, &c.] Their courfe of 
life may fitly be compared, and in the iffue will 
prove to be like to a man’s walking in a dark 
night without any lamp or lanthorn to light him, 
and in a flippery way, fcarce able to ftand upon 
his legs, and can’t fee to pick his way, nor where 
to ftep next, which is very uncomfortable and dan- 
gerous; fuch are blind leaders of the blind, and 
both in danger of flipping and falling into a ditch, 
Matt. xv. 14: they fhail be driven on, and fall there~ 
in hurried on by fatan, and their own lufts, in 
their finful ways to their ruin; or forced on into 
captivity and deftruction; their enemies and the 
juit judgments of God purfuing them, like a man 
purfued by others ina dark and flippery way; who 
can’t ftand to feel his way, but is obliged to go 
on, tho’ he can fcarce keep upon his legs, and 
knows not where to fet his foot next ; fee P/. xxxv. 
6: for I will bring evil upon them ; the evil of pu- 
nifhment, which is from the Lord; as fword, fa- 
mine, peftilence, or captivity: even she year of 
their vifitation, faith the Lord; the precife and exact 
time appointed by the Lord to vifit them in a way 
of judgment for their iniquities,; which was a fet 
time that would certainly come, and they could 
not efcape; and which may not only refpect the 
time of the Badylonifh captivity, but the deftruc- 
tion of the Yews by the Romans, which was the 
time of their vifitation, Luke xix. 44. 

y. 13. And I have feen folly in the prophets of 
Samaria, &c.] The ten tribes of I/rael, among 
whom, in Abad’s time, there were many falfe pro- 
phets, Baal’s prophets, even four hundred and 
fifty; whofe folly the Lord had formerly taken no- 


time laid heavy burdens on others, but would not | tice of ; even their idolatry and impiety, for giving 


move them themielves; and thro’ a pretence of ! into which the ten tribes had been carried captive 
4 - ‘ : 


years 
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years ago. The word + here ufed. fignifies,, that 
which. is unfavoury ; fomething very unfavoury in 
their doétrines, and in their lives they were as 
falt which has. loft its favour,.and is good for 
nothing ; to which bad minifters are compared, 
Matt. v.13. .Thefe words are to be. read in con- 
neétion with the following, and may be rendered, 
indeed I have: feen folly in the prophets of Samaria; 
of Jrael in times patt; but I have feen inthe pro- 


phets of Ferufolem*, that which is far worfe; and | 


therefore they muft not, expect to efcape; or, as 
the Syriac verfion, as I have feen in the praphets of 
Samaria—Jo have I feen in the prophets of Ferufalem, 
&c. fothat here is a conmiparifon run between them, 
and the latter are reprefented as worfe than the for- 
mer, tho’ they were bad enough ;, as follows : for 
they prophefied in Baal, in the name of Baal, whofe 
prophets, they were ; fo the Zargum, “* they pro- 
‘¢ phefied in the name of idols ;” or, they prophe- 


fied by Baal, as the Septuagint verfion ‘; they pre- 


tended to be infpired by him, and to receive, their 
prophecies from him: or, they prophefied concerning 
Baal; what he would do for them, for thofe that 
worfhipped him. The Arabic verfion is, they pro- 
phefied in my name to Baal, which feems to be fo- 
‘reign from the fenfe’ of the place: and caufed my 
people Irael to err; by following their directions 
and inftructions, and worfhipping Baal. 

' y. 14. I have feen alfo in the prophets of feru- 
falem aun horrible thing, 8c.] Or but, or fe bave I 
seen, &c. as before obferved ; even in the prophets 
of Ferufalem, where the temple was, and where 
the pure worfhip of God was profefléd to be ob- 
feryed, and that now, at the prefent time; as he 
had formerly feen and obferved what was foolifh, 
ridiculous and impious in the prophets of the ten 
tribes, and had punifhed them for it; fo now at 
this inftant he fees that in the prophets of Fudea, 
which was enough to make a man’s hair ftand an 
end, as the word" fignifies; or as it may be de- 
rived from another, root, what was filthy “ and ob- 


{cene,; as follows: they. commit adultery, or, in com- 


mitting. adultery * ; with their neighbours wives ; 
for this rather, than idolatry or {piritual adultery 


feems to.be meant :,. and walk in lies; or, walking, 


in lies’; conitantly fpeaking lies in their common 
talk and converfation,; fo that they. were not to be 
believed in any thing they faid; which was mon- 
itrous,; and. delivering out falfe doétrines.in the 
name of the Lord, pretending they received them 
from him; which was worfe than prophefying in 
the name of Baal: they strengthen alfo the hands of 
evil doers, that none doth return from bis wickedze/s ; 
they hardened, them in, fin ; partly, by their. falfe 


doctrines; extenuating their.fins,, putting a falfe 


Hi9'8 upon them, .and promifing them peace, tho’ 
they lived in fin ; and partly by their own, wicked 
examples the people concluding that what. the 
prophets did, they might do alio;, fo that they 
never, thought of repentance. for their fins, or 
amendment of their tives; .but went, on in. fin 
wathout, remorfe. or ..reformation ;. not, thinking 
any thing about it, and,not,feeing.any,.need of its 


dee, Ezek. Xili. 22.2. they are, all of them. unto, meas. 

~ Sodom, .and the inbabitants. thereof as Gomorrah the, s 
prophets were. all, of them in God’s.account as thei) not, fauch as come from. the mouth of | 
who were exceeding great finners” i 


men, of Sodom; 


fulfum, ‘Montanus, Cocceius. a 

Bo funius and Treméllius, ‘Pifcator, 1) 7 - 
tanus. 
Schmidt ; & ambulando in falfitate, Junids & Tremellius. 


i. moan infulfitatem, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator, Schmidt ; “infulfa, Pergiane 5 inful 


“eye a Spey, pilus. 
* FNS adulterando, Junius & Tremellius, Schmidt. > 
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before the: Lord,’ daring-and impudent in finnings — 


and the people, the inhabitants of Yeru/jalem, that 
were led by them into \the fame wicked fentiments 
and practices, were like unto Gomorrah; and as 
they were like to them.in finning, fo they would 
be in punifhment 5 or alike punifhment would be 
inflicted upon the prophets and people of, Feru/a-, 
Jetty, as were, Upon, Sodom and Gomorrah, fee If, ix 
9» LO.. bot GD Gata 67 

¥..15. Therefore thus faith the Lord of hofts con- 
cerning the prophets, &c.] Concerning, the falfe 
prophets, as the Targum; their fin is, before de-, 
clared, and now their punifhment : debeld, L will 
Seed thim with wormwood; with fome bitter afflie- 
tion and calamity ; fo the Zargum, ** behold, I 
‘* will bring upon them diftrefs bitter.as worm 
‘* wood ;” they that have been fed with.dainties, 
and lived upon the fat of the land; their views 
in. pleafing the people with their lies being to. ferve 
their own. bellies ; now. they, fhall. fare after an-+ 
other manner :, end make them drink thewaterof 
gall; or, the juice of hemlock, as fomes\ orepoifon, 
as others ; the favour of death, fo Kimehts as they 
poifoned the people with their falfe doétrines, they 
fhali drink poifon themfelves ; they, fhall not only 
have that which is bicter and. unpleafant, but.that 
which is noxious and. hurtful; not only a bitter 
potion, but a deftructive one. The Zargum is, 
‘¢ T will caufe them to drink a cup of ;the curfe, 
** bad as the heads of ferpents ;” as pernicious.as 
poifon ; fee ch, viil. 14. and ix. 15: for from, the 
prophets of Ferufalem is prophanene/s gone forth into 
all the land; by their falfe doctrines, and bad.ex- 
amples, debauchery; irreligion and wickednefs. of 
all kinds were encouraged, and. fpread all over the 
land; Yeru/alem, the metropolis of the nation, being 
infected by them, the contagion fpread from thence 
throughout the country.. Evil teachers havea bad 
influence all around them; from whom; and:frem 
whence, true doctrine and real religion fhould. have 
been propagated ; from them,.and thence, was the 
fource of all impiety and pollution, . Somemender 


hypocrify and flattery of thefe falfe. prophets, .all 
manner of fin was countenanced;.and thelike 
hypocritical {pirit.and_ behaviour,every where =pre- 
vailed. : fy 


(KAS LOTIRLEL 
¥. 16. Thus faith the Lord of  hoftsy bearken not 
unto the words of the prophets. that prophefy uute 
you, &c.]. Don’t hear them ;,ftop) youn ears, at 
what they fay ; give no credit to thems, DheLer- 
gum. is, ‘ do not, receive the words of. the/falfe 


|“‘ prophets that prophefy unto, you: »sbey.make 


you. vain, they filled their heads with vain-and 
empty things, and their hearts with, vain hopes, 


which deceived them ;. fo the Targum, \nthey,de~ 


33 


“ceive you ;” they taught them yainthings;<and 
asians vain-and.finful in chsin lige or 
yerfations ; and therefore were not to, be! hearkened 
to: they fpeak a vifion of their own heats 

out of, the mouth of ike Lord, what they imagine 

they. faw was. a device of their own hearts, ane 
what was agreeable to, them, which muft be bas 
enough ; a produce of their own brains5 am i 

vention of their own; mere doétrines,of m 


revealed will, and according to his ord. 


fam rem 
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therefore not to be hearkened to; for nothing is 
to be heard and received in matters of religion, 
but what ‘is according to the revelation of God’s 
wilbin his word ; fee Jf viii. 20. The Targum is, 
s¢ they {peak to you the wickednefs of their hearts, 
** and not by the word of the Lord.” 
~~ Ye17. They fay fill unto them that defpife me, 
&c.] That defpifed the word, worfhip and ordi- 
nances of the Lord; with fuch mockers and {cof- 
fers at religion, fuch abandoned creatures they affo- 
ciated themfelves; finding that their prophecies and 
doctrines met with approbation and fuccefs among 
them. The Septuagint verfion is, they fay to them 
that put away the word of the Lord, reject it, and 
caft it behind their backs; fee Affs xiii. 46: the 
Lord hath faid, ye foall have peace; all manner of 
profperity; that they fhould dwell in their own 
jand, and not go into captivity, and enjoy the good 
things of it in peace and profperity ; this they pre- 
tended they had from the Lord; which was an 
aggravation of their fins ; not only to tell a lie, 
but to tell it in the name of the Lord, and in di- 
fect oppofition to what the true prophets faid from 
the mouth of the Lord, particularly Jeremiah : 
and they fay unto every one that walketh after the 
imagination of bis own heart, which is evil, and 
that continually, Gex. vi. 5. whofe courfe of life is 
after the lufts of his own “wicked heart; and a 
worfe. cuide than thefe a man cannot well have : 
and this is a true chara¢ter and defcription of an 
unregenerate man, who walks after the flefh, and 
not after the Spirit ; after his own carnal heart, 
and the dictates of it; and not according to the 
will and word of God : and yet to fuch, to whom 
the Lord fays, there is no peace, the falfe prophets 
faid, no evil foall come upon you ; no evil of pu- 
nifhment for the evil of fin, as the prophets of the 
Lord had threatened; fiich as the {word, famine, 
‘peftilence and captivity. . 
¥.18. For who hath food in the counfel of the 
Lord? &c.|] Thefe are either the words of the 
prophet Jeremiah ; fignifying that none of the falfe 
prophets were of God’s privy-council, or were ac- 
quainted with his fecrets, that they could tell the 
people they fhould have peace, and no evil come 
upon them; this they faid, not from divine reve- 
lation, but-from the imagination of their own 
hearts ; for tho’ the Lord does nothing but he re- 
veals it to his fervants, the prophets; yet not to 
men of fuch bad principles, and wicked lives, as 
they were: or rather thefe are the words of the 
falfe prophets ; either taking this to themfelves, that 
they were of God’s privy-council, and’ knew his 
feerets, and afk who were befides themfelves ; or 
elfe infulting the prophets of the Lord, as tho’ 
they took too much upon them to threaten the 
people with captivity-and deftruction, as if they 
were in the fecret of ‘the Moft High, and his privy- 
counfellors:; but that they thought themfelves in 
fuch a fituation feems to be the fenfe, from y. 22: 
. and hath perceived, and heard his word? or, bath 
feen and heard his word.*? feen a vifion from him, 
and heard the word from his mouth, declaring 
the above things? or ‘/eez what was in his heart, 
what he purpoied and defigned to do; and beard 
' what he faid he would do? who bath marked bis 
_ tavord, and beard it? Titened and attended. to it, 
JIswW : ; e 
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Mey & vidit; Pagninus,-Montanus, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator ; qui videat, Schmidt, 
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arid obeyed it ? not the falfe prophets, but the trie 
ones as the Targum of the whole’ is, * for they 
* ftood not! (or rofé not up) that the fecret from 
** before the Lord might be revealed to them 3 
“and they faw not, nor heard his words; nof’ 
** did they hearken to his word, nor receive ;” or 
obey; underftanding this of the falfe prophets: 

¥. 19. Bebold, a whirlwind of the Lord is gone 
forth in fury, &c.] Or, bebold, a whirlwind of 
the Lord, ‘of the fury is gone forth”; which latter 
claufe explains the former and flows, that by 
the whirlwind of the Lord, is meant his fury or 
wrath ; which, like a whirlwind, would*comeé fud - 
denly, and at an unawares, ‘and be very boifteroug 
and powerful, and carry all before it; and which 
was gone forth from the Lord in the decree and 
commiffion; «and would quickly break out and ap- 
pear in the Chaldean army that would invade Judea 
and befiege ‘Yera/alem, compared to a full and fan- 
ning wind, and its chariots toa whirlwind, «ch. iv. 
11, 12,13. from whence it would “appear, that 
thefe men, the falfe prophets, were not in the 
counfel of God; had feen no vifion from him, 
nor had marked his word; fince they prophefied 
of peace and profperity, when a bluftering ftorm 
was coming : even a grievous whirlwind, it foall fall 
grievoufly upon the head of the wicked; or reft © 
thereon ; even on the head of the wicked prophets, 
and all fuch wicked perfons as give heed unto 
them; on them it would fall with its full weight, 
and give exceffive pain, and there continue to 
their utter ruin. Kimchi {ays this refers to the days 
of the Meffiah, when all the wicked fhall be con- 
fumed. It may refer to the deftruction of Jeru- 
falem by the Romans, at leaft include it; which 
was a grievous whirlwind indeed. 

¥.20. The anger of the Lord fhall not returns 
&c.] Having a commiffion from him, and being 
fent fofth en an errand to do bufinefs for him, it 
fhall not return to him, without having done it ; 
as a fervant fent by his. mafter does not return till 
he has finifhed what he was fent ‘about: aii be 
have executed, and till he bave performed the thoughts 
of bis beart ; all his counfels, purpofes and defigns 
refpecting thofe his anger is kindled againft, the 
falfe prophets and wicked Jews: in the latter days 
ye hall confider it perfettly ; when too late to avert 
it by repentance and reformation; when all this 
fhall be fulfilled, and the feventy years captivity 
take place: or, iu the end of days *; in the latter 
part of time, when. the Jews fhall be converted, 
and feek the Lord their God, Ho/. iii. 5. then /hall 
they underfland it with an unierflanding*, as it 
may be rendered ; when they fhall have the Veil 
removed from them, and turn to the Lord ; then 
they fhall have a true and thorough underftanding 
of thefé things ; of the caufe and reafon of them ; 
and of the mind of God in them, and the ends 
to be anfwered by them. Kinzchi fays this will be 
in the times of the’ Mefiah. rf 

y.21. Ihave not fent thefe prophets, yet they rats 
&c.] They might be fent of men, and be en- 
couraged by them; but they’ were not fent of 
God: it is not only ne¢eflary that men employed 
in religious affairs fhould have an external call, in 
an orderly way from the church of Gods but alfo 
an internal cail from the’ Lord himfelf ; he quali- 
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fying them with gifts, putting his word into their 
mouths, and enclining their hearts to publifh it ; 
fee Heb. v. 4, 5. but thefe falfe prophets had no 
miffion nor commiffion from the Lord, nor were 
they fent on any efrand, or with any meflage from 
him; and yet they ran, fhewed great diligence and 
zeal, and made hafte to tell the people what the 
Lord had never faid to them, but what were the 
warm imaginations of their own heads and hearts ; 
they ran a race or courfe of miniftry, but it was 
not good, as iny.10. The Yargum adds, ‘‘ to 
«< do evil:” J have not [poken to them, yet they pro- 
phefied; wherefore what they prophefied was not 
the word of the Lord, but what they themfelves 
devifed ; and fo was what was falfe, as the Targum 
adds: it is a fad character of men when they fpeak 
in public, neither by the will of God, nor accord- 
ing to the word of God. 

¥.22. But if they had ftood in my counjel, &c.] 
As they boafted they did; or, as they reproached 
the true prophets, and charged them with vanity 
and arrogance, in talking as if they had; had this 
been truly their cafe, as it was that of the prophets 
of the Lord: and had caufed my people to bear my 
words; or, then they would have caufed my people to 
hear my words; had it been fo, they would have 
heard firft the words of the Lord themfelves in 
fecret and privately, and then they would have 
caufed the people to have heard them; they would 
not have gone to them with their own lies ; they 
would not have dared to have done that; they 
would have delivered nothing but what they had 
heard from the Lord: shen they should, or, and 
they would have turned them from their evil way, 
and from the evil of their doings; and not have 
ftrengthened their hands, and hardened them in 
their wickednefs, and fo kept them from repent- 
ance and reformation, ¥.14. The Lord argues 
from the efficacy and fuccefs of the miniftry of the 
word to the truth of it, and their miffion from 
him ; for tho’ a good miniftry is not always fuc- 
cefsful, at leaft fo fuccefsful as could be wifhed 
for, and as it might reafonably be expected it 
would; yet it is more or lefs fo; and at leaft it 
has a tendency to bring men off from their evil 
practices; and it attempts to do it, tho’ it may 
tail in the execution ; whereas a wicked miniftry, 
fuch as this of the falfe prophets, had no tendency 
hereunto ; nor was it the defign of it; nor did 
they attempt it; but, on the contrary, encouraged 
and hardened men in fin. 

y. 23. Am I aGod at band, faith the Lord, &c.] 
Or near £; that is, in heaven; and only fees, and 
hears, and obferves perfons and things there, being 
near unto him: and not a God afar off? that fees, 
and hears, and takes notice of perfons and things 
at a diftance, even on earth. The meaning is, 
that he certainly was ; and that perfons and things 
on earth were as much under his cognizance and 
notice, as perfons and things in heaven; which 
was quite contrary to the notions of thefe atheiftical 
prophets and people; who, like heathens, thought 
that God did not concern himfelf about perfons 
and things on earth. The Septuagint and Arabic 
verfions render it, without the interrogative, J am 
4 God near, faith the Lord, and not afar off. The 
meaning is, that God is alike near in one place, 
.as in another ; which is a very great truth; and a 


very comfortable one it is to the people of God, | at a diftance from them, in the higheft he: 
to whom he is near in all places, and at all times ; |and neither faw, nor heard, nor took any notice 
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he is a prefent help in time of trouble ; he is near 
them, to hear their cries, and grant their requefts 5 
he is near to give them affiftance in a time of need, 
and to deliver them out of all their troubles; to 
afford them his gracious prefence, and to indulge 
them with communion with himfelf; to commu- 
nicate all good things to them; to {peak comfort- 
ably to them; to take them by the hand, and lead 
them in the way everlafting : he is at their right- 
hand to uphold them with his, and to ftrengthen 
them with ftrength in their fouls; to advile and 
counfel, and direét them ; to rebuke their enemies, 
and fave them from them, that condemn them ; 
and indeed there are no people like them, who 
have God fo nigh unto them, in all things they 
call upon him for, Deut. iv. 7. and tho’ he may 
feem at times to be afar off, and ftand at a diftance 
from them; when he hides his face; withdraws 
his gracious influences; does not appear at once 
for their relief in diftrefs ; but fuffers them to 
be afflicted in one way or another; yet in rea- 
lity he is not; but is nigh unto them when they 
call upon him: and this truth is as uncomfortable 
and dreadful to wicked men, who cannot go from 
his Spirit, or flee from his prefence; which is every 
where, in heaven and hell, in’ the earth and feas, 
even in the uttérmoft parts of them ; there his eye 
is upon them, and his right-hand can reach‘them ; 
he is omniprefent, omniicient and omnipotent. 
The Zargum is, ‘‘ I God have created the world 
‘* from the beginning, faith the Lord ; and I God 
‘¢ will renew the world for the righteous ;” fee 
2 Pet. iii. 13. and fome interpret the words of 
time, as well as of place; as if the fenfe was this, 
am I a God of late date, as the gods of the hea- 
thens are? no, Iam not: am I not a Ged from 
eternity, who was before the world was, and the 
creator of it, which they are not? verily I am: 
but the former fenfe is beft, and moft agreeable 
with the context, and what follows. 
¥.24. Can any hide himfelf in Secret places, that 
I foall not fee him, faith the Lord? 8c.) Ifa man 
fhould hide himfelf in the moft fecret and hidden 
places of the earth, and do his works in the moft 
private manner, fo that no human eye can fee him ; 
he can’t hide himfelf or his actions from the Lord, 
who can fee from heaven to earth, and thro’ the 
darkeft and thickeft clouds, and into the very 
bowels of the earth, and the moft hidden and fe- 
cret recefles and caverns of it. The darknefs and 
the light are both alike to him; and alfo near and 
diftant, open and fecret places: do not I fill heaven 
and earth, faith the Lord? not only with inhabi- 
tants, and with other effects of his power and pro- 
vidence ; but with his effence, which is-every where, 
and is infinite and immenfe, and cannot be con- 
tained in either, or be limited and circumferibed 
by fpace and place; fee 1 Kings viii. 27. The 
Targum is, ‘* does not my glory fill heaven and 
‘* earth, faith the Lord?” both of them are full 
of his glory; and every perfon and thing in either 
muft be feen and known by him ; and fo the falfe 
prophets and their lies; in order to convince of 
the truth of which, all this is faid, as appears by 
the following words. ie 
¥.25. I have heard what the prophets faic 
prophely lies in my name, &c.] Or, I bear 
the prophets fay *, &c. tho’ they thought Ge 
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of what was done on earth, they were gieatly mif- 
taken ; he heard and obferved with indignation 
the falfe doctrines and lying prophecies, which they 
_ delivered out in his name to the people, whether 
in public or in private; for he is’ the Lord God 
omnifcient and omniprefent; and therefore though 
they deceived the people, they could not deceive 
him; who knew all their fchemes,’and all their de- 
figns, ftom what principles they acted, and- with 
what views. Saying, I bave dreamed, I have dream- 
ed; not a common dream, but a divine dream: 
this was one way in which the Lord formerly made 
known his mind and will to his fervants, Numb. 
xii. 6. wherefore thefe falfe prophets, in imitation 
of the true ones, and in order to gain credit from 
the people, pretended they had a dream from the 
Lord, in which fuch and iuch things were revealed 
to them; and this is repeated by them for the 
greater certainty of it, and to raife the people’s at- 
tention as to fomething very uncommon and ex- 
traordinary. So the Targum, “ faying, a word of 
*¢ prophecy has been fhewn to me in a dream.” 
Now, tho’ the people could not contradié& them, 
or know any otherwife than as they might obferve 
that they agreed not with the word of God, or 
with his will, as made known by the true prophets 
of the Lord; for if a man fays he has dreamed fo 
and fo, another can’t fay he has not; becaufe no 
man. knows the things of a man, fave the fpirit of 
a man that is in him; yet God, that knows all 
things, knew that thefe were all lies and impo- 
ftures, and that they had never had a dream from 
him, or any revelation of his will in that way. 
y¥. 26. How long fhall this be in the heart of the 
prophets that prophefy lies? 8c.) To invent fuch 
lies, and deceive the people, and turn them away 
from God; agreeably to the preceding and follow- 
ing verfes: this fhows that this was not through 
ignorance and inadvertence; it was a meditated and 
ftudied thing by them ; they contrived it in their 
hearts, and they were refolute and bent upon it, 
and took much delight and pleafure in it; their 
hearts were in it, and it was in them to do as 
they did : and in this way they had been long, but 
fhould continue no longer. Or the words may be 
rendered, how long"? and a ftop be put there, 
being a fhort, abrupt expreffion, like that in P/- 
vi. 3. and the fenfe be, how long fhall they go on 
thus, pretending to dreams, and vifions, and re- 
velations from the Lord, and fo impofe upon the 
people ? fhall they always go on after this man- 
ner? no, they fhall not: and then the next words 
may be read, is there any thing in the heart of the 
prophets that prophefy lies* ? nothing that is good ; 
truth is not there; nothing but lies and deceit ; 
the word of God is not there, a$ it is ‘with the 
true prophet of the Lord, he that hath my word, 
as in y. 28. there is no fear of God, nor know- 
ledge of him and his will, nor faith in him, hor 
love to him, or any regard to his honour and 
glory. Yea, they are prophets of the deceit of their 
own hearts; they prophely nothing but what their 
own. deceitful hearts fuggeft to them, whereby 
they are deceived themfelves, and deceive others, 
2 Tim. ili. 13. ae . 
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¥. 27. Which think to caufe my people to forget 
my name, &c.| The Septuagint and Arabic verfions 
render it, my law. The word and worthip of God; 
from which men are drawn off by falfe teachers, 
and are in a fair way to be brought to atheifm, and 
to forget that there is a God; for when.once men 
are turned from the word of God to believe lies, 
and from the pure worfhip of God to a falfe reli- 
gion, there is no knowing where things will end; 
and, indeed, it was the defign of thele falfe pro- 
phets, a fcheme and device of theirs, in which 
they hoped to fucceed dy their dreams; which, {ays 
the Lord, they tell every man to bis neighbour, pri- 
vately from houfe to houfe, as well as publicklys 
to take off the people from all thoughts of God 
and his worfhip : as their fathers have forgotten my 
name for Baal; or, by Baal*; by means of Baal’s 
prophets in Samaria, before-mentioned; who {e- 
duced J/rael from the pure worfhip of God, and 
made them forget him; having the name of Baal 
more in their minds and mouths, than the name 
of God. The Syriac verfion is, as their fathers 
forgot my name, and worfbipped Baal; and fo the 
Targum, ** as their fathers forfook the worfhip of 
*¢ my name, and fwore by the name of idols.” 

¥. 28. The prophet that hath a dream, let him telt 
a dream, &c.| Thefe words are directed not to a 
true prophet of the Lord, that has a dream from 
him, or fomething communicated to him in a 
dream by the Lord, which he is to deliver as 
fuch ; but to a falfe prophet, that fays he has 
dreamed ; and if he has dreamed a dream, let him 
tell it as a dream'; fo fome fupply it, as the fruit 
of his own roving fancy and imagination in fleep 
and not call it a revelation from the Lord; and 
impofe it upon the people as fach. The Septua- 
gint verfion is, let him tell bis dream, \et him tell 
it as his own, and not as a dream from the Lord. 
And he that hath my word, the word of prophecy 
by revelation, and under the influence of the Spirit 
of God, as the true prophets: my word; not the 
word of men, or the word fpoken by angels, or 
the icriptures in general; but the word of the go- 
fpel, the word of peace and reconciliation, of righ- 
teoufnefs, life, and falvation; the evangelical part 
of the word, tho’ not to the exclufion of all the 
reft, but this chiefly: he that hath it; or with 
whom, or in whom it is™; who has it, not only 
in his hands to read, nor merely in his head, jo 
as to have {peculative notions of it; but has it in 
his heart, where it is come with power, and is 
become the ingrafted word; and who. has. a large 
fhare of fpiritual and experimental knowledge of 
it, and an ability and capacity to exprefs it to the 
edification of others. Let him [peak my word faith-. 
fully, or truly"; as it is. Minifters of the word 
are ftewards, and it is required of fuch that they 
be faithful, and a more honourable character they 
cannot well have ; and then may the word’ of the 
Lord be faid to be fpoken faithfully, when no- 
thing elfe is fpoken but that; when there is no 
mixture of man’s with it; and when the whole of 
it is fpoken, and nothing kept back or concealed; 
when a man’s views in it are fincere and upright, 
and he aims only at the glory. of God, and the 
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good of immortal fouls; when it is fpoken out, 
openly and boldly, not as pleafing men, but God, 
and as in his fight, to whom the account mutt be 
given : or, Jet bim [peak my word, truth° , which is 
truth ; or for it is truth, as Kimchi; fo this is a 
reafon why it fhould be fpoken freely, fully, pub- 
lickly, and boldly, becaufe it is truth, and nothing 
but truth: or, Jet him [peak my word as truth, or 
as it is’; it comes from the God of truth; it 
lies in the fcriptures of truth ; the fubject-matter 
of it is truth, Chrift, who is truth itfelf, and thofe 
doétrines, relative to his perfon, office, and grace, 
and falvation by him; and it is the Spirit of truth 
that directs into it, owns it, and makes it ufeful. 
What is the chaff to the wheat, faith the Lord ? 
there is no comparifon between the one and the 
other; the one is greatly preferable to the other; 
there is as much difference between the dreams 
and lies of the falfe prophets, and the word of 
God, as there is between chaff and wheat. Falfe 
doétrine is as chaff, light ; when put into the ba- 
lance of the fanétuary, it is found wanting; it is 
of no value; it is as wood, hay,-and ftubble, in 
comparifon of gold, filver, and precious ftones; it 
is not fit for food, and has no nourifhment in it, 
but the contrary, and its end is to be burned. 
Some doétrine is as wheat, choice and excellent, 
pure, folid, fubftantial, and of a nourifhing and 
ftrengthening nature. And what is the one to the 
other ? or what have they to do with one another? 
they fhould not be mixed together, but feparated. 
So the Syriac verfion, why do ye mix the chaff with the 
wheat ? fee 2 Cor. ii. 17. The Targum interprets 
this of perfons, paraphrafing the words thus, ‘‘ be- 
«© hold, as one feparates between the chaff and the 
“© wheat, fo I feparate between the righteous and 
“© the wicked, faith the Lord.” Wicked men are 
as chaff, fuch were the falfe prophets, and all un- 
godly men, for their emptinefs, lightnefs, unpro- 
fitablenefs, and for their being fit fuel for ever- 
Jafting burnings; fee Pf. i. 5. Matt. ii. 12. and 
good men, and true prophets of the Lord, and all 
the righteous, are as wheat for choicenefs and ex- 
cellency, purity and folidity; and thefe are not to 
be mixed together, fhould not now, nor will they 
be hereafter, Matt, iii. 12. and xiii. 30. 

¥.29. Is not my word like as a fire, faith the Lord? 
&c.] The legal part of it is as fire; it is called 
a fiery law, Deut. xxxiii. 2. like fire it is quick and 
piercing, and penetrating into the hearts and con- 
iciences of men; and works wrath there, and raifes 
a fearful expectation of fiery indignation; it threat- 
ens with everlafting fire ; it fentences men to the 
fire of hell ; and the righteous judge, in the exe- 
cution of it, will be a confuming fire to wicked 
men. The gofpel-part of the word is like fire, on 
account of the light, the entrance of it gives to fin- 
ners; by which they fee their own impurity, im- 
potence, and the infufficiency of their own righte- 
oufnefs, and the way of life and falvation by Chrift; 
and by the light of this fire faints are direéted in 
their walk and converfation; and by it immorali- 
ties, errors, and fuperftition, are detected : alfo, on 
account of the heat of it; it is the.means of a vi- 
tal heat to finners, the favour of life to them; and 
is warming and comforting to faints, and caufes 
their hearts to-burn within them ; it inflames them 
with love to God, Chrift, and one another, and 
with zeal for truth, and the intereft of a Redeemer; 
though it has a fcorching and tormenting heat to 
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wicked men, and fills them with burning malice 
and envy, Rev. xi. 5, 10. and thro’ the corruption 
of human nature, is the occafion of contention and 
difcord, for which reafon Chrift calls it fre, Luke 
xii, 49. and indeed, it has different effects on dif- 
ferent objects, as fire, which hardens fome things, 
and foftens others ; fee 2 Cor. li. 16. moreover, it 
may be compared to fire for its purifying, fepa- 
rating, and trying nature: as fire purifies gold and 
filver, and feparates the drofs, and tries, the me- 
tal, and fhews it what it is; fo the gofpel tries 
mens principles, and difcovers what they are, and 
feparates one from another: and alfo for its con- 
fuming nature; it oppofes, weakens, and burns up 
the worft in man, his lufts and corruptions, which 
it teaches him to-deny ; and the beft in man, all 
his holinefs and righteoufnefs he depended upon ; 
and it burns up the chaff of falfe doétrine, and hu- 
man inventions, before-mentioned. And like a ham- 
mer that breaketh the rock in pieces? to which the 
heart of man may be compared, being hardened 
by fin, confirmed in it; deftitute of {piritual life ; 
ftupid and fenfelefs; ftubborn and inflexible; on 
which no impreffions are made, and is impenitent 
and inflexible; fee Zech. vii. 12. now the word of 
the Lord, in the hand of the Spirit, is a means of 
breaking fuch hard hearts, and taking away the 
obduracy and hardnefs of them ; there is a legal 
contrition of it, thro’ the law-part of the word, by 
which there is a knowledge of fin, and the foul is 
wounded with a fenfe of it, and fore broken, but 
without any view of pardon, righteoufnefs, and {al- 
vation by Chrift ; and there is an evangelical con- 
trition or brokennefs of heart, through the gofpel- 
part of the word, by means of which the ftony 
heart is not only broken, but melted and diffolved 
into true evangelical repentance for fin, thro’ the 
difcoveries of a Saviour bruifed and broken for its 
fin, and thro’ a view of free and full pardon by 
his blood, and juftification by his righteoufnefs. 
Now the word is only an inftrument; it is not the 
efficient caufe of all this; as an hammer is but 
an in{ftrument, and a paffive one, can do nothing 
of itfelf; it muft be taken up and ufed by a power- 
ful hand, or it can do no execution; what’s an 
hammer without an hand? fo the gofpel is only an 
inftrument in the hand of the Lord; but when he 
takes it into his own hand, and ftrikes with it, it 
will break the hardeft heart in pieces, and make 
a ftony heart an heart of flefh, Ezek. xxxvi. 26. 
Affs Xi. 20, 21. Rom. i. 16. 1 Theff. i. 5. 2 Cor. x. 
ds 5 
y. 30. Therefore behold, I am againft the prophets, 
faith the Lord, &c.] The falfe prophets, with whom 
the Lord was difpleafed; he fet himfelf againft 
them, and was determined to bring wrath and 
ruin on them. -So the Targum, ‘* therefore be- 
‘< hold, I fend my fury againft the falfe prophets.” 
That fteal my word, or words *, every one from bis 
neighbour ; either from the true prophets; begin- 
ning their prophecies as they did, with a thus faith - 
the Lord; and mingling fome words and phrafes 
ufed by them, the better to ingratiate themfelves 
among the people, and that they might be taken 
for the prophets of the Lord ; as Pelagius, as Au- 
ftin fays, ufed the word grace, the better to hide 
his fentiments, and caufe them the more eafily to_ 
be received by the people : or from the falfe pro- 
-phets; they privately meeting, and confulting, and 
agreeing together, what they. fhould fay to the 
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people, as if they were the words of the Lord : 
or elfe from the people themfelves; leffening their 
efteem for the words of the Lord; making them 
negligent of them, and indifferent to them} and 
caufing them to forget what they had heard and 
received, 
- ¥. 31. Behold, I am againft the prophets, faith 
the Lord, &c.} Not another fort of prophets di- 
ftinét from the former, or thofe that follow; but 
the fame under another character, and againft whom 
he was, and fet his face on another occafion. That 
ufe their tongues , at their pleafure, their lips being 
their own. So the Targum, ‘“* who prophefy ac- 
“* cording to the will of their own hearts ;” talk 
in an haughty and infolent manner, fpeaking bold 
and daring things of the divine being; or in a 
boafting bragging manner, extolling themfelves, 
and fpeaking highly in theit own commendations ; 
or rather in a flattering way to the people: fo 
fome read it, by a tranfpofition of a radical letter *, 
that fmooth their tongues, as Kimibi, or {peak 
fmooth things with their tongues, to pleafe the 
people: and fay, he faith; that is, the Lord, as 
the Vulgate Latin and Syriac verfions exprefs it ; 
that fo they might be the more eafily believed. by 
the people; but this was highly provoking to God, 
to father their lies and falfhoods upon him. 

¥. 32. Behold, I am againft them that prophefy 
falfe dreams, faith the Lord, &¢.] .And not true 
ones, fuch as the Lord fpoke in to his prophets, 
and which they communicated from him to his 
people ; fee Numb. xii. 6. And do tell them, and 
caufe my people to err by their lies, and by their light- 
ne/s ; by the falfe doctrines and prophecies which 
they delivered, and by their loofe and diforderly 
lives which they led; fo that they debauched the 
principles of the people by the former, and their 
practices by the latter. Kimchi interprets the word 
tranflated Aghtne/s, of lightnefs of their knowledge; 
as if it was through the fhallownefs of their judg- 
ments, and want of capacity in teaching, that the 
people were made to err by their falfe doctrines. 
The Yargum interprets it of their temerity or rafh- 
nefs ; and Schultens *, from the ufe of the word in 
the Arabic language, explains it of their pride and 
falfe glorying. Yet J fent them not, nor commanded 
them ; wherefore they lied, and acted a vain-glo- 
rious part, when they pretended they were fent by 
him, and had their orders from him what they 
fhould fay ;. fee ¥. 21. Therefore they /hall not pro- 
fit this people at all, faith the Lord ;. fo far from it, 
that they did them a great deal of hurt by their 
lies and flatteries; feducing them from the ways 
and worfhip of God, and leading them on in fuch 
as would iffue in their deftruction, and did. 

¥. 33. And when this people, or a prophet, or a 
pricft fball afk thee, &c.) Any of the people, who 
were grown very prophane; or any of the falfe 
prophets, who encouraged them in ‘their irreligion 
and impiety; or any of the priefts, who were in 
combination with them. againft the true prophets 
of the Lord; when any of.thefe, in a {coffing jeer- 
ing manner, fhould afk the prophet Feremiah, fay- 
ing, what is the burden of the Lord? or prophecy 
in the name of the Lord, as the Targum; and be- 
caufe fome of the prophecies are called burdens, 
fee I, xiii. 1. hence, by way of derifion, they called 
every one fo; and becaufe many of thefe, tho’ not 
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all, were predictions of judgments aid calamities 
that were to cothe on men; therefore they ac- 
counted all that the true prophets brought from 
the Lord as fuch, and fneering afked, what bad 
news do you bring now ? what calamities are now 
to befal us? as if he was always a bririger of evif 
tidings. Thou fhalt then fay unto them, what bur- 
den? making as if he was ignorant of what they 
meant} or rather as expreffing indignation and re- 
fentment at the queftion ; do you afk me fuch a 
queftion ? T’ll tell you what it is, as follows : tho’ 
the words may be rendered without an interroga- 
tion, thou fhalt then fay.unto them, that which is a 
burden *;, which will fall heavy upon themy and 
be a burden ‘unto them, and fink them down into 
ruin and deftruction. J will even forfake you, faith 
the Lord; {fo that they fhould have no more 
his prefence among them, or of ptophecy; with 
them, or of his protection of them. 

¥. 34. Andas for the prophet, and the prieft, and 
the people, &c.] Be they one or the other, or all 
of them; no regard will be had to their character 
and office, rank and dignity: ‘hat fall fay, the 
burden of the Lord; ufing that phrafe in a banter- 
ing and ludicrous manner: J wall even punifh that 
man and his houfe,; not only he, but his family 
fhall fuffer for it. This fhowsthow much it is re- 
fented by the Lord, and what a dangerous thing 
it is to lampoon the word of God, to make a jeft 
of fcripture-phrafes, or to joke with them; this 
is foolifh jefting, which is not convenient, yea 
impious and abominable. It is alfo hard jefting 
with edge tools. 

¥. 35. Thus fhall ye fay every one to his neighbour, 
and every one to his brother, 8c.) When conferring 
about religious things, and the word of God in 
particular ; when any enquiry is made of another, 
whether any meflage from the Lotd by his pro- 
phets ? or what is it? that it fhould not be put in 
fuch deriding and calumniating words, what is the 
burden of the Lord? but in more decent and be+ 
coming language, thus, what hath the Lord an- 
fwered? and what hath the Lord fpoken? they 
might lawfully and laudably enquire of the pro-~ 
phet what anfwer he had received from the Lord, 
and what it was that he had faid to him, provided 
they were ferious in it, and afked with meeknet$ 
and fear: the word of God fhould be reverently 
fpoken of, and attended to: 

¥. 36. And the burden of the Lord fhall be men- 
tioned no more, &c:] Or the word of the Lord 
under that name, {peaking of it in a ludicrous and 
fcofing manner: for every man’s word fhail be his 
burden; every flout, fcoff, and jeer of his, at the 
word of the God, fhall fall heavily upon him, 
with weight upon his confcience, and prefs hini 
with guilt to the loweft hell; or, however, a 
heavy punifhment for his fin fhall light upon him: 
or as the words may be rendered, for bis word is 
a burden to every one“; that is, the word of the 
Lord is reckoned by every one a burden; and 
with them a burden and the word of the Lord 
ate fynonymous terms; which ought not to be, 
and was offenfive to the Lord; and therefore he 
forbids the ufe of fuch a phrafe, and threatens to 
punifh for it. For ye have perverted the words of 
the living God, of the Lord of hofts, our God; de- 
rided them, and put a wrong fenfe upon them ; 

and 


fuam, Pagninus, Gataker ; fumentes blandam linguam fuam, 
dicito ad eos quodnam onus 


#7137 end PT Nw 1D qua 


onus erit unicuique verbum fuum, Schmidt; ve/ verbum ejus, nempe, Dei, De Dieu. 


x 


504 
and which is aggravated by their being the words 
of the living God, who is the true God, and his 
words true ; and he lives, and is able to refent and 
punifh any ill ufage of him, and ill treatment of 
his words; and not the oracles of lifelefs idols : 
rand they are the words of ¢he Lord of hojts, of all 
armies above and below, and fo was able to make 
them good: and befides, they were the words of 
our God, the God of Jrael,; who had in all ages 
kept his covenant with them, performed his pro- 
mifes to them, and had done great and good 
things for them. ; 

y. 37. Thus foalt thou fay to the, prophet, &c.] 
To Jeremiah, or any true prophet of the Lord; 
after the following manner, fhould every one ad- 
drefs him, that made any enquiry of the will of 
the Lord by him: what hath the Lord anfwered 
thee? and what bath the Lord fpoken? this is re- 
peated from ¥. 35. for the confirmation of it, and 
for the direction of the people, and to thew how 
much the Lord approved of fuch a way of be- 
having towards his prophet, and himfelf by him, 

¥. 38. But fith ye fay, the burden of the Lord, 
&c.] Seeing, notwithftanding all prohibitions of 
it, and directions to the contrary, they ftill per- 
fifted to call prophecy by this name, and that in 
a jocofe and bantering way, and afked for it, and 
what it was, in a fcoffing manner: sherefore thus 
faith the Lord, becaufe you fay this word, the burden 
of the Lord will continue to ufe it, tho’ fo dif- 
pleafing to me: and I have fent unto you, faying, 
ye foall not fay, the burden of the Lord, and there- 
fore could not plead ignorance of his will, or ex- 
cufe themfelves, by faying they would have avoided 
it, had they known it was difagreeable to him: 
this was an aggravation of their impiety, that they 
fhould obftinately perfift in it, after he had re- 
monftrated againft it by his meflages to them. 

¥. 39. Therefore bebold, I, even I will utterly for- 
get you, &c.] That is, fo behave towards them, 
as though they were intirely out of his fight and 
mind; fhew no affection to them; take no care 
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of them ; beftow no favours upon them; and no 
more have them under his protection. In the word 
here ufed, and rendered forget, and the word be- 
fore ufed for a burden, there is an ele para- 
nomafia *, which another language will not eafily 
exprefs; no doubt there is an allufion to that word 
in this. Aud I will forfake you, neither vouchfafe 
them his gracious prefence, nor his powerful pro- 
tecting prefence, but give them up to the enemy: 
and the city that I gave you, ond your fathers, the 
city of Ferufalem, which he had given, to them to 
dwell in, and their fathers before them; but now 
they having finned againft him, and provoked 
him; therefore notwithftanding this grant of the 
place to them, and which is mentioned that they 
might not depend upon it, and buoy up them- 
felves with hopes that they fhould be in fafety on 
that account; as he had forfaken them, he would 
forfake that, and the temple in it, and give it up 
into the hand of the Chaldeans: and caft you out 
of my prefence ; as ufelefs and loathfome. The Zar- 
gum is, ‘* I will remove you far away, and the city 
‘* which I gave you and your fathers, from my 
‘“* word ;” it fignifies their going into captivity. 
¥. 40. And I will bring an everlafting reproach 
upon you, &c.}] Which was a juft retaliation for 
reproaching, vilifying, and bantering his word : 
they who had been honoured fo much and fo long 
as the people of God, and their city counted the 
glory of the earth; yet now both they and that 
fhould be the by-word of the people, and had in 
the utmoft contempt, and that for ever, or at leaft 
a long time, even for a feries of ages; which has 
been their cafe ever fince their deftruétion by the 
Romans, and ftill is ; for this cannot be reftrained 
to the fhort captivity of feventy years in Babylon; 
tho’ this reproach began then, and they never re- 
covered their former honour and glory. And @ 
perpetual foame, which fhall uot be forgotten; the 
fame thing in different words, to heighten their 
difgrace, and confirm the perpetuity of it. 


CHAP. XXIV. 


HIS chapter contains a vifion of two bafkets 

of figs, reprefenting the fews both in cap- 
tivity and at Yerufalem. The vifion is declared, 
¥. 1, 2, 3. where both time and place are pointed 
at, in which the vifion was feen, and the nature of 
the figs defcribed, and what paffed between the 
Lord and the prophet concerning them. The ex- 
plication of the vifion begins, ¥. 4. and continues 
to the end of the chapter. The good figs were 
an emblem of the good people that were carried 
captive with Feconiah into Babylon, which the Lord 
fays was for their good; and he promifes to own 
them, and fet his eyes upon them for good, and 
that they fhould return to their own land, and have 
an heart to know him as their God, and return 
unto him, ¥.5, 6, 7. the bad figs fignify the peo- 


ple that were with Zedekiah at Ferufalem, and thofe 


that were in Egypt, who are threatened to be car- 
ried captive into all lands, and there live under 
the greateft reproach and difgrace ; or be deftroyed 
in their own land by the fword, famine, or petti- 
lence, ¥. 8, 9, 10. 


¥. 1. The Lord fhewed me, &c.] A vifion, or in 
a vifion, what follows ; for by this it appears that 


2 Y wy ome forgetting I will forget, and mwv'sD a burden. 


what was feen was not real, but what was exhi- 
bited in a vifionary way by the Lord, and repre- 
fented to the mind of the prophet: and debold, 
two bafkets of figs were fet before the temple of the 
Lord; or pots, as Farchi; thefe do not fignify the 
law and gofpel, or the fynagogue and church, or 
the ews and chriftians, or hell and heaven, as 
fome have interpreted it, obferved by Ferom; but 
the Fews that were in captivity with Feconiab, and 
thofe that remained in Ferufalem with Zedekiah, as 
it is explained in fome following verfés. Thefe 
bafkets are faid to be fet before the temple of the 
Lord, not to be fold there, but to be pref to 
the Lord; in allufion to the bafkets of firft fruits, 


4, 


which, according to the law, were thither Lae 
for that purpofe, Deut. xxvi. 2. and fignify, 
the two people reprefented by them, were before 
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the Lord, in his fight, were’ known to him, and 


judged by him. After that. Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon had carried away captive Feconiah the fon 
of Feboiakim Ring of Judah, and the princes of Fu- 
dah, with the carpenters and finiths from Ferufatem, 
and had brought them to Babylon; this was done 
when econiab had reigned but little Pos than 
three months, and in the eighth year of Nebuchad- 
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nexzar’s reign, 2 Kings xxiv. 8, 12. 2 Chron. xxxvi. 


9,10. his is mentioned, not only. to ‘fhew the 
time of this vifion, which was a little after this 
captivity, in the beginning of Zedekiab’s reign ; but 
to let us know who the captives were; fignified by 
the good figs. The carpenters and /miths were car- 
ried away with the king and the princes, partly 
that they might be ferviceable to the king of Ba- 
bylon in his country; and partly that they might 
not be affifting to their own country in repairing 
their fortifications, and making inftruments of war 
for them. ‘There were a ¢hou/and of this fort car- 
ried captive, 2 Kings xxiv. 16. where the, former 
of thefe are called craft/men.  Farchi interprets 
both of the fcholars of the wife-men; and Kim- 
chi, of counfellors and wife-men. ‘The word for 
carpenters, is ufed both of carpenters and. black- 
{miths ; and that for /miths, may be -rendered in- 
‘clofers, or foutters up, which the Targum under- 
ftands of porters or fhutters of gates; and fome 
think goldfimiths are meant, that fet or inclofe pre- 
cious itones in gold; and others are of opinion, 
that mafons are intended, fo called from the build- 
ing of walls for the inclofing of places. ‘The Sy- 
riac.verfion renders it, /oldiers; but thofe are di- 
ftinguifhed from them, 2 Kings xxiv. 14, 16. The 
Septuagint verfion tranflates it, prifoners, but fo all 
the captives might be called; and it adds, what 
is not in the text, and. the rich, and the Arabic 
verfion following that; tho’ it is true they were 
carried captive ; for it is faid, none remained fave 
the pooreft fort of the people of the land, 2 Kings 
xxiv.14. This, according to bifhop User *, was 
in the year of the world 3405, and before Chrift 
599; and fo the authors of the Univerfal Hijtory ’ 
place it; and Mr. Whifton * alfo; and Mr. Bed- 
ford’ a year later; and in the fame year that this 
captivity began was Cyrus the Perfian born, who 
was the deliverer of the Fews from it. 

¥. 2. One bafket had very good figs, even like the 
figs that are firft ripe, &c.] As there are fome 
figs that are ripe fooner than others, and which are 
always the moft defirable and acceptable ; and fuch 
were they that were prefented to the Lord, Mic. 
vii. 1. Deut. xxvi. 2. thefe fignified thofe that were 
carried captive into Babylon with Feconiah, among 
whom were fome very good men, as Ezekiel, and 
others ; and all might be faid to be fo, in compa- 
rifon of thofe that were at Ferujalem, who were 
very wicked, and grew worfe and worfe: and the 
other bafeet had very naughty figs, which could not 
be eaten they were fo bad; as nothing is more {weet, 
and lufcious, and agreeable to the tafte than a 
found ripe fig, and efpecially a firft ripe one; fo 
nothing is more naufeous than a naughty rotten 
one: thefe fignified the wicked Fews at Ferufalem 
indulging themfelves in all manner of fin ; fo thofe 
who feemed to be the worift, thro’ their being car- 
ried captive, were the beft ; and thofe who feemed 
to be the beft, by their profperity, were the wortt. 
This is to be underftood in a comparative fenfe, as 
Calvin obferves ; tho’ this does not fo much de- 
fien the quality of .perfons, as the iffue of things, 
with refpect unto them. The captivity of the one 
would iffue in their good, and fo are compared to 
good figs ; when the fins of the other would bring 


45 
very, and thereforé compared to bad figs that cari- 
not be eaten. " 

¥. 3. Ihen faid the Lord unto me, what feeft thou, 
Jeremiah? &c.) This queftion is put, in order, 
that upon his anfwer to it; he might have an ex- 
plication of the vifion : and I faid, figs: the good 


Jigs very good, and the evil very evil, that cannot 


be eaten they are fo evils or fo bad, or becaufe of 
badnefs »; which may be applied to mankind in 
general ; who may be diftinguifhed into good and 
bad : thofe that are good, who are made fo by the 
grace of God; for none are fo by nature, or of 
themfelves; they are very good: they have many 
good things in them; they have a good heart, a 
new and a clean heart, and a right fpirit created 
in them; they have a good underftanding of {pi- 
ritual things; they have a good will to that which 
is good, and good affections for God and Chrift, 
and divine things; they have the good Spirit of 
God and his graces in them, and Chrift and his 
word dwelling in them: and they do good things; 
and are. prepared for every good work ; they are 
good to others ; pleafantly and acceptably good to 
God. thro’ Chrift; and profitably good to their 
fellow-faints and fellow-creatures. On the: other 
hand, thofe that are bad, are exceeding bad; as 
they, are. by nature, children of wrath, unclean, 
corrupt, loathfome and abominable in the fight of 
God; fo they are from their youth upward, and 
continue fo, and are never otherwife ; all in them, 
and that comes from them, are evil ; their hearts 
are defperately wicked ; the thoughts and imagi- 
nations of. their hearts are evil continually ; their 
words are idle, corrupt and filthy, and all’ their 
actions finful; there’s no» good in them, ‘nor any 
done by them; they are good for: nothing; they 
are of no ufe to God, to: themfelves, or others 5 
fin has smade them like itfelf, exceeding finful : 
and. now between thefe two forts there’s: no ‘me- 
dium ; tho’ all fins are not alike ; and fome in a 
comparative fenfe may be.called greater or’ lefier 
finners ; yet all are exceeding bad, even the leaft : 
they are all of the fame nature, and have the fame 
wicked hearts ; tho’ fome may be outwardly righ- 
teous before men; and hypocrites and formak pro- 
teffors are worlt of all. ‘There never were but two 
forts of perfons in the world; the feed of the wo- 
man, and the feed of the ferpent; the children of 
God, and the children of: the devil ; and fo things 
will appear hereafter at the great day ; the one will 
be placed at. Chrift’s right-hand as good and righ- 
teous men, the other at his left-hand as wicked, 
and will have feparate ftates to all eternity: and 
fo thofe figs are explained in the Talmud‘; the’ 
good figs, they are the perfect righteous ; the bad’ 
figs, they are the perfect wicked. 

¥. 4. Again the word of the Lord came unto me, 
faying,| As follows ;. where an explanation is given 
of the above vifion, to which this is a tranfition. 

¥.5. Thus faith the Lord, the God of Ifracl, 8c.} 
Of all the tribes of J/rae/ ,; of the ten tribes that™ 


Afpria ; and of the other twovtribes, part of whom 
were in Babylon, and the other:in Fudea, who were 
not wholly cut off by the Lord; but he ftill had’ 
a regard for them ; and therefore introduces what 


upon them utter ruin and deftruction without reco- | he was about to fay in this manner: like thofe good 
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had been carried captive long ago by the king of 


506 


figs, fo will I acknowledge them that are carried away 
captive of Fudab; that they are good men, and 
like .thofe good figs, even thofe that were ; and 
tho’ they are carried captive: or, I will know them *, 
take notice of them; fhew an affectionate love to 
them, and care of them; make himfelf known 
unto them, and own them for his, in the furnace 
of affliction: whom I have fent out of this place 
into the land of the Chaldeans for their good; or, 
for good things, as the Septuagint, and other ver- 
fions; for their temporal good; fome were raifed 
to great honours, as Daniel, and his affociates ; 
others got and poffefied eftates in Babylon, and fome 
returned with favours and riches: and. this was 
alfo for their fpiritual good; to bring them toa 
fenfe of their fins, to repentance for them, and 
acknowledgment of them ; and particularly to cure 
them of idolatry, which it effectually did; fo the 
Lord makes all things to work together for good, to 
them that love him, Rom. viii. 28. and it may be 
obferved, that tho’ the Chaldeans carried the Jews 
captive out of their own land, and the city of Ze- 
rufalem, meant by this place, into the land of Ba- 
bylon, yet they were only inftruments ; it'was the 
Lord’s doing ; he fent them thither. archi con- 
nects the phrafe, for good, with the word acknow- 
ledge, fappofing a tranfpofition of the words, thus, 
I will acknowledge them for good. 

¥. 6. For I will fet mine eyes upon them for good, 
&c.] His eyes of omnifcience, providence and 
gracé; to communicate good things to them ; to 
take care of them in the furnace of affliction, that 
they were not loft, but made the better ;- to watch 
ever them, protect and defend them; to deliver 
them out of their troubles, and to bring them into 
their own land; as follows: and I will bring them 
again into this land; the land of Fudea, and city 
of Ferufalem, where Feremiah now was; and faw 
this vifion: this was accomplifhed when the feventy 
years captivity was ended: aud I will build them, 
and net pull them down; and I will plant them, 
and not pluck them up; alluding to the building of 
houfes, and planting of vineyards; fignifying that 
they and their families fhould be built up and con- 
tinue ; yea, that they fhould be an habitation for 
God, and the vineyard of the Lord of hofts, of 
his planting, and which fhould remain : this will 
be more fully accomplifhed in the latter day’; thd’ 
it had in part a fulfilment upon the Fews return 
from captivity. 

¥. 7. And I will give them an heart to know me, 
that Iam the Lord, &c.| God, gracious and mer- 
ciful, flow to anger, abundant in goodnefs and 
truth, pardoning iniquity, tranfgreffion and fin ; 
the unchangeable Jehovah; the everlafting I AM; 
a covenant-keeping God; faithful and true to his 
promifes ; able and willing to perform them; and 
does all things well and wifely ; and was their Lord 
and God. This knowledge defigns not the firft 
knowledge of the Lord, but an increafe of it ; 
and not head-knowledge, but heart-knowledge ; a 
knowledge of God, joined with love and affection 
to him, high efteem, and approbation of him; and 
including communion with him, and an open pro- 
feffion and acknowledgment of him: and it is an 
appropriating knowledge alfo; a knowing him for 
themfelves, and as their own; and fuch a know- 
ledge or heart to know the Lord is a pure gift of 
his, and without which ‘none can have it: and it 
may be obferved, that in captivity it was given 
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them ; afflictions were the means of it; and happy 
it is when hereby men come to havea knowledge 
of God, and to be better acquainted with him, 
Pf. xcii. 12: and they shall be my people, and I will 
be their God; that is, it fhall appear that they are 
fo, by the above bleflings of grace amd goodnefs 
beftowed upon them; the Lord hereby owning 
them for his people, and they hereby coming to 
know that he is their God: for, or when ® they 
feall return unto me with their whole heart; affec- 
tionately, fincerely and unfeignedly. It fuppofes 
that they had backflidden from God, his ways and 
worfhip ; but now fhould return by fincere repent- 
ance to him, and to his worfhip, and obedience 
to his commands; fo the Targum, * for they thall 
“< return to my worfhip with their whole heart ;” 
all this will have an entire accomplifhment in the 
latter day, when the Fews will be converted and 


turn to the Lord, and fear him and his good-' 


nefs. 

¥.8. And as the evil figs which cannot be eaten, 
they are fo evil, &c.] Here follows an explication 
of the evil figs, and an application of them to the 
wicked Jews: (furely, thus faith the Lord) fo will 
I give Zedekiah the king of Fudab; who was then 
the reigning king of Fudah, Feconiak’s father’s bro- 
ther; whom the king of Babylon had made king in 
his ftead, and changed his name from Mattaniah 
to Zedekiah, 2 Kings xxiv. 17. him the Lord threat- 
ens to give up to ruin and deftruction, or to de- 
liver into the hands of the enemy: and bis princes, 
and the refidue of them, that remain ih this land; 
the reft of the inhabitants of Yerufalem that con- 
tinued in the land of Fudea, and were not carried 
captive: and them that dwell in the land of Egypt; 
who had fed thither for fafety upon the invafion 
of their land, and befieging their city; all thefe 
being like. to the bad figs, exceeding evil and 
wicked, are threatened to be delivered into the 
hands of their enemies, tho’ they might think 
themfelves fafe and fecure where they were. 

y¥.9. And I will deliver them to be removed into 
all the kingdoms of the earth for their burt, &c.] 
Feconiah and the captives with him were only car- 
ried into Babylon ; but thefe fhould be feattered one 
from another into the feveral parts of the world. 
The former were carried captive for their good, 


and it iflued in that ; but thefe were carried away 
for their hurt; to the injury of their perfons and 
|properties, and without having any ‘effect upon 
them to the good of their fouls: tho’ this might 
| begin to be fulfilled by the feventy years captivity 


in Babylon ; yet it had a more complete fulfilment 
in the deftruction of this people by the Romans, 
to which thefe and the following words feem more 
particularly to refer: to be a reproach, and a pro- 


verb, a taunt, and a curfe in all places, whither I 


joall drive them; their names to be ufed as a pro-. 
verb for their riches if] gotten, their falfhood and 
tricking ; and under the curfe of God, and the 
reproach of man, as they are this day; fee Deut. 


XXViii. 37. pay? a 
¥.10. And I will fend the fword, the famine, and 

the peftilence among them, 8cc.) Meaning not in 

other lands, where they fhould be d but 


whilft in their own Iand, by which many fhould 
perifh ; and the reft that efcaped theie 
judgments fhould be carried captive. The Targum 


is, “ I will fend thofe that kill with the fword,” 
ésc. till they be confumed from off the land that I 
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gave unto them, and to their fathers ; fo that none 
of them fhould be left there to inhabit it, which 
is now their cafe ; and it is an aggravation of their 
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calamity and punifhment, that they are no mort 
the inhabitants of that good land, which was God’s 
gift to them, and to their fathers before them. 


CHAP. XXV. 


r i \HIS chapter contains a prophecy of the de- 
ftruction. of Fudea by the king of Babylon ; 
and alfo of Babylon itfelf, after the Fews captivity 
of feventy years ; and likewife of all the nations 
round about.. The date of this prophecy is in 
y. 1. when the prophet puts the Yecws in mind of 
the prophecies that had been delivered unto them 
by himfelf and others, for fome years paft, with- 
out effect, ¥. 2, 3, 4,.5, 6, 7.. wherefore they 
are threatened with the king of Babylon, that he 
fhould come againft them, and ftrip them of all 
their defirable things; make their land defolate, and 
them captives for feventy. years, ¥. 8,9, 10, 11. 
at the expiration of which he in his turn fhall be 
‘punifhed, and the land of Cha/dea laid wafte, and 
become fubject to other nations and kings, ¥. 12, 
13,14. and by a cup of wine given to all the na- 
tions round about, is fignified the utter ruin of 
them, and who are particularly mentioned by name, 
y¥. 15——26. which is confirmed by beginning with 
the city of Ferufalem, and the deftruction of that, 
¥. 27, 28,29. wherefore the prophet is bid to pro- 
phefy againft them, and to declare the Lord’s con- 
troverfy with them, and that there fhould be a 
flaughter of them from one end of the earth to the 
other, ¥. 30, 31, 32, 33. upon which the fhep- 
herds, kings and rulers of them are called to Ia- 
mentation and howling, y. 34——38. 


¥. 1. The word that came to Feremiah concerning 
all the people of Fudab, &c.} Not only in the city 
of Ferufalem, but in the whole land of Faudea. 
This prophecy concerns them all; their repentance 
and reformation, to which they are exhorted ; or 
their invafion, defolation and captivity, with which 
they are threatened, | Before the prophet was fent 
to the king of Fudab only, ch. xxii. r. now to all 
the people; i the fourth year of. Feboiakim the fon 
Fofiah king of Judah; in the latter part of the third, 
and beginning of the fourth year of his reign; fee 
Dan. i. 1: this was the firft. year of Nebuchatrezzar 
king of Babylon; in which he began to reign with 
his father, for he reigned two years with him, 
who- is the Nabopolafjar of Ptolemy. ‘This was in 
the year of the world 3397, and before Chrift 607, 
according to bifhop Ujher *. 

¥.'2. The which Feremiah the prophet fpake unto 
all the people of Judah, &c.| Perhaps at one of 
the three feafts, at which all the males appeared in 
Ferufalem, for it can’t be thought that he went up 
and down throughout all parts of the land to de- 
liver this prophecy, but to as many of them as he 
found in Feru/alem in any place, at any time; and 
none fo likely as what is mentioned : and to ail the 
inbabitants of Ferufalem ; to whom he had an op- 

rtunity of {peaking frequently : /aying ; as fol- 
ows, i 

y¥. 3. From the thirteenth year of Fofiab the fon of 
Amon king of Judah, even unto this day, &c.| The 
year in which Feremiah began to prophefy, ch. i. 2: 
(that is, the three and twentieth year), for Fofiab 
reigned one and thirty years ;’ fo that Feremiah pro- 
_ phelied nineteen years in his reign, and now it was 
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| the fourth of Feboiakim’s, which make twenty-three 


years; fo long the prophet had been prophefying 
to this people: the word of the Lord hath come unto 
me from time to time, during that fpace of twen- 
ty-three years ; and which he diligently, conflantly 
and faithfully delivered unto them; as follows : 
and I have {poken unto you, rifing early, and fpeak- 
ing ; as foon as ever he had a word from the Lord, 
he brought it to them, and took the moft proper 
and feafonable time to inculcate it to them ; in the 
morning, and after he had had a vifion or dream 
in the night from the Lord: dut ye have not hear- 
kened they took no notice of it; turned a deaf ear 
to it; however did not obey, or act as they were 
directed and exhorted to. 

¥. 4.And the Lord hath fent unto'you all his fervants 
the prophets, &c.| Not only him, but many others, 
as Micah, Nahum, Zephaniah, and others : rifing 
early and fending them, not only the prophet, but 
the Lord himfelf is faid to rife early, and fend his 
prophets to them ; which denotes his great care and 
concern for this people for their good ; fee ch. vii. 
25: but ye have not hearkened, nor inclined your ear 
to bear ; which is an aggravation of their fin; that 
whereas they had one prophet after another fent to 
them, and fent by the Lord himfelf; he rifing 
early, and fending them; and they rifing early, 
being fent to do their meflage ; and yet were not 
hearkened and attended to, 

¥. 5. They faid, &c.| The prophets: this was 
the fubftance of their difcourfes and prophecies, 
what follows : turn ye again now every one from bis 
evil way, and from the evil of your doings; repent 
of fins, and reform from them; particularly their 
idolatries, to which they were prone, and are after- 
mentioned: and dwell in the land that the Lord 
hath given unto you, and to your fathers for ever 
and ever; that is, the land of Cazagn, which was 
given to them, and their fathers before them by 


|the Lord, for an everlafting inheritance, provided 
they behaved towards him aright; for they held 
‘the poffeflion of it by their obedience to his. law ;. 
‘and now, notwithftanding all that they had done, 
‘or had been threatened with; yet, if they repented. 


and reformed, they fhould {till dwell in the land, 
and enjoy it, and all the bleflings and privileges 
of it. 
¥.6. And go not after other gods to fervé them, 
and to worfbip them, 8c.] So long as they ferved 
the Lord God, they continued in their own land, 
in the comfortable enjoyment of all the bleffings 
of it; for their government was a theocracy ; God 
was their king; and as long as they ferved and 
worfhipped him only, he protected and defended 
them; but when they forfook him, and went after 
other gods, and ferved and worfhipped them ; then 
they were threatened to be turned out of their land, 
and carried captive into other lands ; and yet, after 
all,-if they returned from their idolatries, and left 
off worfhipping idols, the Lord was. ready to. re- 
ceive them kindly, and continue his favours to 
them : and provoke me not to anger with the works 
of your bands; their idols, which their own hands 
made, 
Tet p. itg. 
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made, and then. fell down to worfhip them; than 
‘which nothing can be more provoking to God: 
‘and I will do-you no burt ; by {word, or famine, or 


peftilence, or captivity ; fignifying the hurt he had 


threatened them with fhould not be done, pro- 
vided they forfook their idolatrous worfhip;.God. 
does no hurt to his true worfhippers ; yea, he 
makes all things work together for their good. 


y¥. 7. Yet ye have not hearkened unto.me, faith the: 


Lord, 8c.) Tho’ it was he that fpake unto them 
by his prophets; and tho’ it was fo much to their 
own good and advantage; and the neglect of him 
and his word were fo much to their difadvantage, 
and even ruin: that ye might provoke me to anger 
with the works of your hands, to your own burt ; 
which, tho’ not defigned to do either, yet even- 
tually did both; both provoked the Lord, and 
brought deftruction upon themfelves ; for whatever 
is againft the glory of God, is to the hurt of man; 
and whatever provokes him, is pernicious to them 
in its confequences. 

¥. 8. Therefore thus faith the Lord of bofts, &c.] 


Of armies above and below ; and fo can do what’ 


he pleafes in heaven and in earth: decaufe ye have 
not beard my words; by the prophets, fo as to 
obey them; they had heard them externally, but 
did not obferve to do them. 

y¥.9. Behold, I will fend and take all the families 
of the north, faith the Lord, &c.] The Yargum 
is, the kingdoms of the north, the fame with thole 
in ch. i. 15. even all thofe kingdoms which were 
fubjeét to the king of Babylon, and lay north of 
Fudea: and Nebuchadrezzar the king of Babylon my 
fervant, tho’ a great king, he was a fervant of the 
Lord of hofts ; his fervant, both as a creature of 
his make, and as a king that ruled under him ; 
and as he was an inftrument in his hand to chaftize 
his people the Fews; tho’ it was not. knowingly 
and with intention that he ferved the Lord: and 
will bring them againft this land, and againft the in- 
habitants thereof ; the land of Fudea, and its inha- 
bitants ; this was the Lord’s doing ; it was he that 
ftirred up the king of Babylon, and by his: fecret 
inftinét and powerful providence brought him and 
his armies into Fudea to fpoil it, and the inhabi- 
tants of it; Jehovah as it were marched at the 
head of them, and led them on, and_ brought 
them againft the Jews, and delivered them into 
their hands: and againft all thefe nations round 
about ; Egypt and others ; fo that the Fews could 
have no help from them ; nor would application 
to them, and alliance with them, fignify any thing : 
and will utterly deftroy them, and make them an afto- 
nifoment, and an biffing, and perpetual defolations ; 
both the Yews and their neighbours; who fhould 
be an aftonifhment to. fome, and an hiffing to 
others, and remain defolate for a long time; even 
till the feventy years were ended after-mentioned. 

¥.10. Moreover, I will take from them the voice 
of mirth, and the voice of gladnefs, &c.] At their 
feftivals, and nuptial folemnities : the voice of the 
bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, exprefling 
their mutual love unto, and delight in, each other; 
foragreeable to one another and their friends: or 
it may mean thofe epithalamies, or nuptial fongs, 
fung unto them by their friends: the found of the 
mill-ftones , ether the voice of thofe that fing at the 
mill while grinding; or rather the found of the 
ftones themfelves ufed in grinding ; either in grind- 
ing {pices for the bride-cakes ; or rather in grind- 
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ing corn for common ufe; and fo denotes the — 
taking away of bread-corn from them, ,and the 
want of that. The fenfe is, there fhould be no 
corn to grind, and fo no ufe of the mill: and the 
light of the candle; at their feafts and weddings, or 
rather. for common ufe; fignifying that houfes 
fhould be defolate without inhabitants, no light in 
them, nor work to be done. ‘The whole fhews, 
that they fhould be deprived of eyery thing both 
for neceffity. and pleafure. Yobx feems to have 
borrowed fome phrafes from hence, Rev, xviii. 22, 
23. in which he appears to have followed the He- 
brew text, and not the Greek verfion. . The Zar- 
gum of the laft claufe is, ** the voice of the com- 
‘* pany of thofe that fing at the light of candles.” 
¥.11. And this whole land fhall be a defolation, 
&c.] Not only the city of Ferufalem, but» all 
Judea without inhabitants, or very few, and fhall 
be uncultivated, and become barren and unfruit- 
ful : and an aftonifbment ; to all other nations, and 
to all perfons that pais thro’, beholding the defo- 
lations of it; and other nations fhall ferve the king 
of Babylon feventy years ; both the Fews, and other 
nations of Agypi, &cc. reckoning from the date of 
this prophecy, the fourth year of Fehoiakim’s reign, 
when Daniel and others were carried captive, Daa. 
i. I—6. to the firft year of Cyrus. . 
¥.12. Aud it fhall come to pafs when feventy years 
are accomplifbed, &c.] Which were accomplifhed 
in the firft year of Cyrus: they began with the firft 
year of Nebuchadnezzar, who reigned two years 
and two months with his father Nabopolaffar; after 
that forty-three years by himfelf; Evil-merodach 
two years; Neriglifjar four years; Belfhazzar-or Na- 
bonadius feventeen years; and Darius the Median 
two years; which all make fixty-nine years and 
two months ; and if ten months more be added to 
compleat the faid feventy years, it will carry the 
end of them to the firft year of Cyrus*. Thefe. 
years are differently reckoned by others; by Span- 
hemius, from the firft of Nebuchadnezzar, or fourth - 
of Feboiakim, to the deftruction of the city under 
Zedekiah, nineteen years; thence to the death of 
Nebuchadnezzar twenty-four ; then Evil-merodach 
two; then the reign of Nerig/iffar, including fome 
months of Laborofoarchod, five ; then the years of 
Nabonadius or Belfhazzar feventeen; and from his 
death, or the taking of Babylon, to the death of 
Darius the Mede, two years; which make fixty- 
nine, exclufive of the firft of Cyrus ; and comes to 
much the fame as the former. By Fames Alting 
thus; from the eighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar 
complete, to his death, twenty-fix years; Evil-. 
merodach twenty-three; Bei/hazzar three; Darius. 
the Mede eighteen, after the deftruction of the Ba- 
bylonifo empire; which feems very wrong ; better, 
by Dr. Lightfoot thus; Nebuchadnezzar forty-five 
current ; Evil-merodach twenty-three; and Bel- 
Joazzar three". So the Fewi/h chronicle ': J will 
punifh the king of Babylon and that nation, faith the 
Lord, for their iniquity, the king for his tyranny, 
and the nation for their idolatry; and both for 
thefe, and other fins they were guilty of ; for tho” _ 
they did the will of God in carrying the Jews cap- 
tive, they no doubt in their ufage of them ex~_ 
ceeded their commiffion, and were juftly punifh- 
able for their iniquities. This is not to 
ftood. of the prefent king of Babylon, Nebuchad- 
nezzar;, but of Nabonadius or Belfhazzar, whom 
the Lord punifhed by, Gyrus; who appears to ate 
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been a very wicked man, and in the excefs of riot, 
prophaning the vefiels of the temple the night he 
was flain, Daw. v.1,2, 30: and the land of the 
Chaldeans, and will make it perpetual defolations ; 
even as other nations had been made by them, 


¥. 9. . 

j. 13. And I will bring upon that land all my 
words which I have pronounced againft it, &c.] 
By his prophets, and particularly by Yeremiah, as 
follows; for not one word that is fpoken by the 
Lord, either in a way of promife or threatning, 
fhall fail; his truth, power and faithfulnefs are 
engaged to accomplifh all: even all that is written 
in this book, which Feremiah hath prophefied againft 
all the nations ; the Egyptians, Philiftines, Moabites, 
Edomites, Arabians, Perfians, and alfo the Baby- 
Jonians, in ch. xlvi. xlvii. xlviii. xlix. 1, li. which 
prophecies, in the Greek verfion, immediately fol- 
low here, tho’ in a confufed manner; where fome 
have thought they might be more regularly placed 
than as they are in the Hebrew copies, at the end 
of the book; but of this there feems to be no 
abfolute neceffity. 

y. 14. For many nations and great kings fhall ferve 
' themfelves of them alfo, &c.| Take their cities, 
feize upon the kingdom, fpoil them of their wealth 
and riches, and bring them into fervitude to them: 
thefe many nations, which fhould, and did do all 
this, were the Medes and Perfians, and thofe that 
were fubjecét to them, or were their allies and auxi- 
liaries in this expedition ; and the great kings were 
Gyrus and Darius, and thofe that were confederate 
with them: and I will recompenfe them according to 
their deeds, and according to the works of their own 
bands; as they have done to others, it fhall be 
done to them; as they have ferved themfelves of 
other nations, other nations fhall ferve themfelves 
of them; as they have cruelly ufed others, they 
fhall be ufed with cruelty themfelves; and as they 
have made other countries defolate, their land fhall 
become defolate alfo; not only their tyranny and 
cruelty, but all their other fins fhall receive a juft 
recompence of reward. 

y.15. For thus faith the Lord God of Ifrael unto 
me, &c.|] The prophet: take the wine-cup of this 
fury at my band, in a vifion the Lord appeared: to 
Feremiah with a cup of wine in his hand, which he 
bid him take of him. It is ufual in fcripture for 
the judgments of God on men to be fignified by a 
cup of hot and intoxicating liquor, // li. 17, 22. 
Ser. xlix. 12. particularly in P/- Ixxv. 8. to which 
reference may be had; as Yohn feems to refer to 
the paflage here in Rev. xiv. 10. and xvi. 1g. called 
a cup, becaufe they are in meafure, and but fmall 
in comparifon of what will be inflicted in the world 
to come; and a cup of fury, becaufe they proceed 
from the wrath of God, ftirred up by the fins of 
men. archi interprets this cup of the prophecy 
of vengeance, which the Lord delivered to Fere- 
miah, and not amifs: and caufe all the nations, to 
whom I fend thee, to drink it; prophefy unto them 
what wrath and ruin fhall come upon them. 

x. 16. And they fall drink, and be moved, and 
be mad, &c.] The judgments foretold fhall come 
upon them, whether they will or no; which will 
have fuch effects upon them, as intoxicating liquor 
has on drunken perfons ; make them fhake and 
tremble, and reel to and fro, and tofs and tumble 
about, and behave like madmen: decaufe of the 
ford that I will fend among them; this explains 
what is'meant by the wine-cup of fury, ‘the {word 
of a foreign enemy that fhall enter among them 
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and deftroy; and which would make them tremble, 
and be at their wits end like drunken and mad- 
men. 

¥.17. Then took I the cup at the Lord’s band, 
&c.] In a vifionary way, and did as he com- 
manded, and prophefied, as he directed him. The 
prophet was obedient to the heavenly vifion, as be- 
came him: and made all the nations to drink, unto 
whom the Lord had fent me; not that he travelled 
thro’ the feveral nations with a cup in his hand, as 
an emblem of what wrath would come upon them, 
and they fhould drink deep of ; but this was done 
in vifion, and alfo in prophecy ; the prophet pub- 
lifhing the will of God, denouncing his judgments 
upon the nations, and declaring to them what 
would befal them. 

¥.18. To wit, Ferufalem, and the cities of Fu- 
dab, &c.| Which are mentioned firft, becaufe 
God’s judgments began with them, as they ufually 
do with the houfe of God, 1 Pet. iv. 17. and even 
now began ; for this very year in which this pro- 
phecy was delivered, Nebuchadnezzar came up and 
befieged Ferufalem, and carried away fome cap- 
tives, Dan.i.1. This was the beginning of what 
afterwards were more fully executed : and the kings 
thereof, and the princes thereof ; the kings Febciakim, 
Feconiah and Zedekiah, with thofe of their families, 
the princes of the blood, and their nobles: ¢o make 
them a defolation, an aftonifhment, an biffing, and a 
curfe ; to ftrip them of their crowns and kingdom, 
of their wealth, and riches, and honour, and bring 
them into flavery and bondage; fo that they be- 
came an aftonifhment to fome, to fee the change 
that was made in them ; and were hiffed at, and 
curfed by others: (as it is this day); which is ad- 
ded, either becaufe of the certainty of it, or be- 
caufe it began to take place this very year; tho’ 
more fully in Feconiah’s time, and ftill more in 
Zedekiah’s; or rather this claufe might be added 
by Feremiah afier the captivity ; or by Baruch, or 
by Ezra, or whoever collected his prophecies, and 
put them into one volume; as the fifty-fecond 
chapter feems to be added by another hand. 

¥.19. Pharaoh king of Egypt, &c.] Who is 
mentioned firft after the kings of Judah; not only 
becaufe the ews were in alliance with Egypt, and 
trufted to them ; and therefore this is obferved to 
fhow the vanity of their confidence and depend- 
ance ; but becaufe the judgments of God firft took 
place on the king of Egypt; for in this very year 
in which this prophecy was delivered, Pharaob 
Necho King of Egypt was {mitten by Nebuchadnez- 
zar, Fer. xlvi. 2. tho’ the prophecy had a further 
accomplifhment in Pharaoh Hophra, who was given 
into the hands of his enemies, as foretold, ch. xliv. 
30: and his fervants, and bis princes, and all bis 
people; his menial fervants, his domeftics, and his 
nobles and peers of the realm, and all his fub- 
jects. It exprefiés an utter deftruction of the king- 
dom of Egypt; and the particulars of it may be 
the rather given to fhew the vain truft of the Fes 
in that people. 

y. 20. And all the mingled people, &c.] Not 
the Arabians, who are mentioned afterwards, ¥. 24. 
but rather a mixed people in the land of Egypr, 
fuch as came out of it along with the [/rachies ; 
or were near it, and bordered upon it, as the Zar- 
gum , which renders it, all the bordering kings ; 
or rather a mixture of people of different nations 
that dwelt by the fea-coaits, either the Medster- 
ranean, or the Red-fea, as others think: aad ail 
the kings of the land of Uz; not the country of 
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Latin verfion; but rather a country of Jdumea, fo 
called from Uz the fon of Difhan, the fon of Seir, 
Lam. iv. 21. Gen, xxxvi. 28. ; 
the land of the Philiftines ; the petty kings of it, 
called the lords of the Phihjlines elfewhere, who 
were great enemies to the people of the Fews: the 
prophecy of their deftruction is in ch. xlvii. and 


whofe principal cities are next mentioned: aud 


Afbkelon, and Azzah, and Ekron, and the remnant 
of Afhdod , of Afbkelon, and the fword in it, and 
ruin, fee ch. xlvii. 5, 7. Aezab is the fame with 
Gaza, whofe deftruction is alfo foretold in ch, xlvii. 


1, 5. fee Affs viii. 26. Ekron was another of the 


cities of the Philiftines ; fee 1 Sam. v. 10. and Apb- 
dod is the fame with Azotus, another of their cities, 


Ais viii. 40. called the remnant of Afhded, becaule 


the remains only of a once very {trong and fortified 
place ; but was fo weakened and waited by P/am- 
_ miticus king of Egypt, in a blockade of it, for the 
{pace of nine and twenty years *, before he took 
it; that when he had got in it, it was but as, the 
carcafs of a city, to what it was before }. 


x. 21. Edom, and Moab, and the children of Am- | 


mon.} All well-known and implacable enemies, of 


Tjrael. The Edomites defcended from E/au ; and 
the Moabites and Ammonites from Moab and Ammon, 
the two fons of Lot by his daughters. ‘Their de- 
{truction is prophefied of in ch. xlviii. and xlix. 

y¥. 22. And all the kings of Tyrus, and all the 
kings of Zidon, &c.] ‘Two very ancient. cities in 
Phenicia, frequently mentioned together in {fcrip- 
ture, being near each other. Their ruin is fore- 
told in ch. xlvii. 4. And the kings of the ifles which 
are beyond the fea; which fome underftand of Greece 
and Italy, others of Rhodes, Cyprus, and Crete, and 
other iflands in the Mediterranean fea;. the Cyclades, 
as ‘ferom: but the words may be rendered, and 
the kings of the country by the fea-fide; and may de- 
fien thofe that dwell upon the coaft of the Medi- 
terranean fea. 

y. 23. Dedan, and Tema, and Buz, &c.| Thefe 
feem to be places in Edom or Idumea, of whofe de- 
ftruétion Feremiab. prophefies in ch. xlix. 7, 8, 20. 
or rather in Arabia and Mefopotamia. Ferom reckons 
them among the J/hmaelites and Saracens. "The per- 
fons from whom they defcended, are mentioned in 
Gen. xxii. 21. and xxv. 3,15. And all that are in 
the utmoft corners ; that is, either of the above 
countries, or of the whole earth: or, all shat bad 
their hair fborn.™ , or the corners of their beards, 
which: Ferom {ays is applicable to the Saracens. 

y..24. Aud all the kings of Arabia, &c.| Of 
Ayabia Peirea. And all the kings of the mingled 
people that dwell in the defert, the other Aradians 
or mixed people, that dwell in Arabia Deferta, as 
the Sventtes, Nophades Kedarenes, and others ;. and 
fo the Targum, ** and all the kings of the Arabians, 
“< that dwell in tents in the defert.” Of thefe fee 
the prophecy in ch. xlix, 28, 29. 

¥. 25. And all the kings of Zimri, &c.| Of Arabia 
Felix, fo called’from Zimran, a fon of Abraham by 
Keturah, Gen. xxy..2. the fame whom Phuy" calls 
Zamerenes. ° And all the kings of Elam, or Perfia ; 
who are prophefied againit in ch, xlix, 34—39. 
And all the kings of the Medes; who commonly go 
together with the Per/ians. Daag 

¥..26. And all the kings of the north, far and 
neat, one with another, 8c.) That were on the 
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ry ‘ 
“ ) ' Vid. Prideaux, Connexion, part)t. 
uniyerfis qui attonfi funt in comam, Vulg. Lat.»barbitonfis, Syr. 


7 Z . e 3 : thi . 3 ik > 
P Shiss celer fuit, celeriter procefit, Golius, col. 2676. 


INP REM LAB Ch. xxv. ¥. 21-27, 


Fob, called by the Greeks Aufitis, as the Vulgate 


north of Fudea, the kings of Syria, and thofe that 
were near. to the kingdom of Babylon, whether - 
more remote from Fudea, or nearer it, and which 
joined one another in that part of the world. And 
all the kingdoms of the world, which are upon the 


face of the earth ; the whole Babylonian monarchy, 


called the whole world ;. as the Roman empire af- 
terwards was, Luke ii. 1. And the king of Shefbach 


Jhall. drink after them, or the king of Babylon, as 


the Targum; and that Badylon is meant by Shefhach, 
is certain from ch. li..41, but why it is fo called, 
is not fo eafy to fay. The Yewi/) writers make it 
to be the fame with Badylon, by a change of the 
letters in the alphabet, put in fuch a fituation, 
which they call Athbafh, in which Shin is put for 
Beth, and Caph for Lamed; and fo, inftead of Ba- 
bel or Babylon, you have Shefbach, which is thought 
to be ufed rather than Babylon, that Nebuchadnez- — 
zar, now befieging Ferufalem, might not be irri- 
tated : but others take it to be the name of an 
idol of the Babylonians, from whence the city was 
called, which is not improbable; for, as Hillerus 
has obferved, their god Bel and Shefhach fignify 
the fame thing... Bel is the fame as Bebal, /wift ; 
and Shefbach may be derived from the Arabic word 
Gi, which fignifies so move fwiftly®; and may. 
both be names of the fun, worfhipped by the Chal- 
deans, fo called from the fwiftnefs of. its motion. 
Now in Babylon ftood the temple of Bel or Shefhach, 
and fo might have its name from thence: and it 
may be further obferved, what has been by others, 
that the Babylonians had a public feftival, like the 
Saturnalia of the Romans, which held. five days, 
and was called Sacchea or Shace, as is fuppofed 
from their god Shach, to whom it was kept: to 
which may be added, that Mihael had the name 
of Méefbach given him in Babylon; Shach in the 
one, anfwering to E/ in the other, which fignifies 
God, Dan.i..7. Shach is ufed for a king or prince 
in the Perfic language to this day. And now the 
king of  Shefhach or Babylon mutt drink of the cup, 
or be punifhed laft of all; who was the inftrument 
of deftroying moft of the reft, yet fhould. not go. 
unpunifhed, L AB 

¥. 27. Lherefore thou foalt fay unto them, &cc.| 
To the feveral nations before-mentioned, prophe- 
fied againft: thus faith the Lord of hofts, the God 
of Ijrael, the Lord of armies, above,and.below, 
the fovereign of the whole univerfe ; but,in a fpe- 
cial and peculiar manner the God of »J/rael : drink 


: 


ye, and be drunken, and fpue, and fall, and rife no 


more; as is fometimes the cafe of drunken men; 
they drink till they are quite intoxicated, and be- 
come drunk, and then they fpue up what. they 
have drunk; and attempting to walk, fall, and 
fometimes fo as never to rife more; not only break 
their, bones, but their necks, or fall, into, places 
where they are fuffocated, or in one or other, where 
they lofe their lives. So it is fignified, that thefe 
nations fhould drink, of the cup of God’s wrath 
and fury; or his judgments fhould come upc 

them in fuch a manner, as that they fhould be ob- 
liged to part with all their riches, power, and au- 
thority; and fhould fall and fink into fuch a ruin- 
ous condition, as that they fhould never be able 
to rife more to a profperous one: Jecaufe of the 


fword that I will fend ameng you; by which, they 


fhould be deftroyed. .The Targum joins this with _ 
the preceding claufe, thus, ‘* and ye fhall not rife 
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“ from before thofe that kill with the fword, whom 
«¢ J fend among you.” 
y¥. 28. And it fhall be, if they refufe ‘to take the 
cup at thine hand to drink, &c.| To give credit to 
the prophecies of ruin and deftruction delivered by 
the prophet, but fay, thefe things fhall not be: 
then fhalt thou fay unto them, thus faith the Lord of 
hofis, ye foall certainly drink ; or thofe judgments 
fhal! certainly be inflicted ; there will be no poffi- 
bility of efcaping, whether they were believed’ or 
no; or how unwilling foever they were to believe 
the denunciations of them, or to have them come 
upon them; yet affuredly fo it would be; for thus 
faith the Lord of hofts, who is omnipotent, and 
does what he pleafes in the armies of heaven, and 
among the inhabitants of the earth, over whom he 
has a defpotic power and government. 
¥. 29. For lo, I begin to bring evil upon the city 
which 1s called by my name, &c.|} Ferufalem, the 
city of God, the holy city, where his name was 
called upon, and he was worfhipped; on this he 
would firft bring down his judgments ; and indeed 
he had already begun to bring evil on it; for this 
very year Nebuchadnezzar came up to befiege it, 
and carried fome -away captives: | and fhould ye be 
utterly unpunifbed ? or could they expect to go free | 
from punifhment, who had fo grofsly finned, and 
were guilty of fuch abominable idolatries, and had 
been the means of “drawing in the people of God 
into the fame ? and therefore, fince the profeffing 
people of God, who-had been drawn in by their 
- examples, were punifhed, they could not, they 
ought not, to think of efcaping. See the like ar- 
gument in Luke xxiii. 31. 1 Pet. iv..17, 18. Ye 
foall not be unpunifbed, or cleared, or acquitted, or 
go free ; but made inftances and examples of vin- 
dictive juftice: for I will call for a fword upon all 
the inhabitants of the earth, faith the Lord of hojts, 
or I will call them that kill with the fword, as the 
Targum ,; who will obey the call, anfwer to it, and 
come forth and flay the inhabitants of the earth, 
and none fhall efcape. 
¥. 30. Therefore prophefy thot againft them’ all 
thefe words, and fay unto them, 8c.] What follows, 
as well as declare all that is before {poken concern- 
ing the cup. of fury, all nations muft drink of: 
the Lord foall roar from on high, from heaven, like 
a lion, in violent claps of thunder; or in fuch 
dreadful difpenfations of his providence, as will be 
very amazing and terrifying: dnd utter his voice 
from his holy habitation , from heaven, as before ; 
and tho’ it will be terrible, yet quite confiftent 
with his holinefs and juftice: 4e /ball mightily roar 
upon his habitation, the temple at Feru/alem,; where 
he had his refidence ; but now fhould be deferted 
by him, and feel the effects of his wrath in the 
deftruction and defolation of it: or rather, fince 
the addrefs is made to the nations of the world, 
and not to the ews, it may be rendered, z# or out 
of bis habitation® ; and fo defigns heaven, as be- 
fore; and all thefe expreffions are intended to fhow 
both the certainty and terriblenefs of the difpenfa- 
tion. He fball give a fhout, as they-that tread the 
grapes, againjt all the inbabitants of the earth ; or, 
anfwer a fhout*; give the onfet for battel againit 
the inhabitants of the earth, as the general-of an 
army; which is accompanied with a fhout, like that 
which is made by workmen treading in the wine- 


prefs, to encourage one another to go-dn the more 
chearfully in their work. 

¥. 31. A noile fhall come even to the ends of the 
earth, &c.] Wars, and rumours of wars every 
where, till the cup has gone round, and all na- 
tions have drank of it, and have felt the power 
of divine wrath for their fins: for the Lord hath 2 
controver[y with the nations ; will enter into a judi- 
cial procefs with them; will litigate the point with” 
them, and try it openly; that it may be feen who» 
is in the right, and who in the wrong: 4e will 
plead with all flefh ; or enter into judgment with 
them, as Kimchi; or reprove them in judgment, 
as Farchi; he will be too many for them ; he will 
carry his caufe, overcome them in judgment, and 
reprove and condemn them. Or the words may 
be rendered, be will be judged by all fleh+; he will 
fubmit it to the judement of the whole world, if 
it is not a righteous thing in him to do what he 
is about to do, and will do; he will make it clear 
and manifeft, that he does nothing unjuftly, but 
all according to the ftrict rules of juftice and equity: 
be will give them that are wicked to the fword, faith 
the Lord; to be deftroyed by it, and none but 
them ; and feeing they are fuch that deferve it, he 
is not to be charged with unrighteoufnefs in fo do-_ 
ing. 

¥. 32. Thus faith the Lord of hofts, behold, evil 
fball go forth from nation to nation, &c.] Begin in 
one nation, and then go on to another; firft in 
Judea, and then in Egypt, and fo on; like a catching 
diftemper, or like fire that firft confumes one houfe, 
and then another; and thus fhall the cup go round 
from nation to nation, before prophefied of : thus 
beginning at Yudea, one nation after another was 
deftroyed by the king of Babylon, then he and his 
monarchy were deftroyed by the Medes and Per-' 
fians ; and then they by the Macedonians; and then 
the Greeks by the Romans. And a great whirlwind 
foall be raifed up from the coafts of the earth , or, 
from the fides of it‘ , that is, from the ends of it, 
as the Targum, which paraphrafes it,’ ‘° and many 
‘* people fhall come openly from the ends of the 
*¢ earth ;” this was _firft verified in the Chaldean 
army under Nebuchadnezzar, compared to a whirl+ 
wind, ch. iv. 13. and then in the Medes and Per- 
fians under Cyrus ; and after that in the Greeks un- 
der Alexander ; thé great and laft of all in the Ro- 
mans under Titus Vefpafian. . 

¥..33. And the flain of the Lord, &c.} Slain by 
his permiffion, yea by his orders, according to his 
will, in his wrath and fore difpleafure, and to 
glorify his vindictive juftice: /hall be at that day 
from one end of the earth, even unto the other end 
of the éarth ; not that this fhould be at one and 
the fame time; for there never was fuch a time, 
that there was fuch a general flaughter in the world, 
that the flain fhould reach from one end to the 
other ; but that within the difpenfation, in which 
the cup fhould go round to all nations, meant by 
that day, the flain of the Lord would be in all 
parts of the world ; or that according to his will, 
there would be a great flaughter every where, as 
the cup went round, or the fword was fent, firft 
ravaging one country, and them another... They 
foall not be lamented; having no pity from their 
enemies ; and as for their friends, they'll fhare the 
fame fate with them ; fo that there will be none 
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to mourn over them : seither gathered, taken up 
from the field of battel where they fall; but where 
they thould fall, there they fhould lie; nene gather- 
ing up their bodies or bones, in order for inter- 
ment: wor buried; in the fepulchres of their fa- 
thers, nor indeed in any place, or in any manner ; 
as not in any grand and magnificent manner, fo 
not fo much as in a common way. They fhall be 
dung upon the ground, {pread upon it, and lie above 
it, as dung, to manure the earth. 

¥. 34. Howl, ye foepherds, and cry, &c.) The 
Targum is, ‘* howl, ye kings, and cry.;” and the 
rulers and governors of the nations before threat- 
ned with deftruction are meant; who are here called 
upon to lamentation and mourning for the ruin and 
lofs of their kingdoms; though Ca/vin thinks that 
this is an apoftrophe to the Yewi/h nation, and the 
rulers of it. It is no uncommon thing in {crip- 
ture to call kings and ciyil magiftrates fhepherds 
fee Fer. xxiii. 1, 2. Zech. x. 3. and xi. 3. And 
wallow yourfelves in the afhes ye principal of the 
flock ; or roll yourfelves in dutt, as a token of mourn- 
ing; as being in the utmoft diftrefs, and uncapa- 
ble of helping themfelves, and redreffing the griev- 
ances of their people; and therefore lie down and 
tumble about as in the greateft anxiety and trou- 
ble. The Yargum is, ‘* cover your heads with 
* afhes, ye mighty of the people ;” meaning thofe 
who were in the higheft pofts of honour and pro- 
fic; the chief as to authority and power, riches and 
wealth. For the days of your flaughter, and of your 
difperfions are accomplifoed , the time is come, when 
they who were the fat of the flock, and were nou- 
rifhed up for flaughter, fhould be flain. ‘The al- 
lufion to fhepherds and fheep is {till kept up; and 
fuch who fhould efcape that, fhould be icattered 
up and down the world, as a flock of fheep is by 
the wolf, or any other beaft of prey, when fome 
are feized and devoured, and others difperfed; and 
this was not the cafe of the Fews only, but of other 
nations in their turn. dd ye fhall fall like a plea- 
fant vefél; a veffel of worth and value, and fo 
defirable ; as vefiels of glafs, of gems, or of earth, 
as of Venice glafs, of Alabafter, of China; which 
when they fall and are broken, become ufelefs, and 
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becaufe of the certainty of it: for the Lord bath 
Spoiled their paftures, their kingdoms, provinces, — 
cities, and towns ; or their people, as the Targum, 
among whom they lived, and by whom they were 
fupported ; {till keeping up the metaphor of the 
fhepherd and flock. This the Lord is faid to do, 
becaufe he fuffered it to be done, yea, ordered it 
to be done, as a punifhment for their fins. 

¥. 37. And the peaceable habitations are cut down, 
&c.] Or, their peaceable ones, as the Targum; the 
palaces and ftately dwellings, in which they lived 
in great pomp and profperity, in great peace, 
plenty, and fafety, are deftroyed by the enemy, 
and laid wafte, and become defolate; yea, even 
thofe that lived peaceably and quietly, and neither 
were difturbed themfelves, nor difturbed others, 
yet, as is ufual in times of war, fhare the fame 
fate with their neighbours, who have been more 
troublefome and molefting: becaufe of the fierce an- 
ger of the Lord; or from before it, from the face of 
it; fhall be deftroyed by it, that being difplayed ; 
and ufing enemies as inftruments in the deftruction 
of them. Sin is the caufe of God’s wrath and 
fierce anger, and his wrath and anger the caufe of 
the deftruétion of men and their habitations, who- 
ever are the inftruments, 

¥. 38. He bath forfaken bis covert-as a lion, &c.} 
Which fome underftand of God leaving Feru/alem, 
or the temple, where he dwelt; who whilft he 
made it his refidence, protected it; but when he 
forfook it, it became expofed to the enemy. Kim- 
chi fays, it may be underftood of the deftruction 
of the firft temple by Nebuchadnezzar; but he 
thinks it is righteft to interpret it of the deftruc- 
tion of the fecond temple; that is, by the Romans, 
when it was left defolate by Chrift, the lion of the 
tribe of Fudab. . But it may be underftood of Ne- 
buchadnezzar leaving Babylon, his den, and rang- 
ing about like a lion for shis prey; fee ch. iv. 7. 
and 1.17. So the Zargum, ‘* and a king has re- 
** moved from his tower or fortrefs.” And the 
land is defolate, the land of Fudea, or whatfoever 
country he comes into with his army; that, or 
Egypt, or any other : decauje of the fiercenefs of the 
oppreffor , the tyrant Nebuchadnezzar ; or oppreffing 


are irreparable; fignifying hereby, that their de- | /word “, as fome fupply it, it being feminine; and 


firablenefs and excellency would not fecure them 
from deftruétion, and that their ruin would be ir- 
retrievable. 

¥. 35. And the /bepherds foall have no way to flee, 
&c.] Or, and flight fhall perifh from the fhepherds"; 
tho’ they may attempt it, they fhall not be able to 
accomplifh it ; neither the dignity of their per- 
fons, the greatnefs of their power, or the abun- 
dance of their riches, would make a way for them; 
their enemies being fo numerous, powerful, and 
watchful: zor the principal of the flock to efcape; 
this was particularly verified in Zedekiah and his 
princes, ch. xxxix. 4, 5, 6. The Targum is, “‘ and 
“* the houfe of fugitives fhall perifh from the kings, 
** and deliverance from the mighty of the peo- 
“< nile 

y 36. And @ voice of the cry of the shepherds, 
@&c.] Or of the kings, as the Targum: and an 
howling of the principal of the flock thall be heard ; 
of the mighty of the people, as the fame; what 
is before called for, is here reprefented as. in fact, 
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fo the Zargum, “‘ from before the fword of the 
“< enemy.” Some render it, decaufe of the fierce- 
nefs of the dove; fo the Vulgate Latin; and under- 
ftand it of the Babylonians or Chaldeans ; who as 
the Romans had an eagle, they had the dove on 


| their ftandards or enfigns; which they received from 


the Affrians, when they fucceeded them in their 
monarchy ; and thofe from Semiramis their firft 
queen, who had it, it is faid, on her ftandard *; 
and was retained in honour of her, and in memory 
of her being nourifhed by a dove, and turned into 
one after her death, as commonly believed ¥; and 
who had her name, as is afirmed *, from the word 
MVDY Semira, fignitying, in the Chaldee language, 
the fong or cooing of the dove ; but fiercenefs ill 
agrees with the dove, which is a meek and harm- 
lefs creature. And becauje of his fierce anger; either 
of God, or of the king of Babylon his inftrument, 
in deftroying nations; not Judea only, but many 
others. 0 CHaTae 


rfagium Cocceius. 
So Gataker and Ben Mite. 
dium, de re militare, 1. 3..c. 7. p- 83, 84. 
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OF EREMIAH 


CHAP, XXVIL 


HIS shapes gives an account of ‘Feremiah’s 

preaching ; of his being apprehended by the 
people ; of his “defence of himielf, and acquittance 
upon it, The time when, place where, and _per- 
fons to whom the prophet delivered his difcourfe, 
are pointed at in ¥. 1, 2. the fubftance of it was, 
that if the people of the Jews would repent of their 
fins, and turn from them, the Lord would avert 
the evil he had threatened them with ;. but if not, 
he would make their temple like Shilob, and their 
city a curfe to all the earth, ¥. 3, 4, 5, 6. upon 
hearing which the people feized him, and vowed 
he fhould die, becaufe he had prophefied of the de- 
ftruction of their city and temple, ¥. 7, 8,9. which 
the princes hearing of, came from the king’ s houfe 
to one of the gates of the temple, and fat as a 
court of judicature ; to whom the priefts and pro- 
phets aceufed Yeremiah of the above things, . as 
worthy of death, ¥. 10, 11. and before whom the 
prophet made i eee! alledging his miffion 
and orders from the Lord; and therefore, inftead 
of recanting, repeats his exhortation; and as for 
himfelf, he was not careful what they did to him ; 
but advifes them not to fhed innocent blood, fince 
it would bring evil upon them, y. 12, 13, 14, 15. 
upon which the princes acquit him, and. declare 
him innocent, ¥. 16. and this is confirmed by a 


like inftance of Micah the prophet, in the times of 


Hezekiah, who prophefied of the deftruction of Fe- 
rufalem, and yet was not put to death, ¥. 17, 18, 
rg. and by a contrary inftance.of Uriah, in the 
then prefent reign of Fehoiakim, who had beem put 
to death for the like, but wrongly, ¥. 20, 21, 22, 
23. and in the iffue, Feremiab, through the good 
office of Abikam the fon of Shaphan particularly, 
was faved from being put to death, y. 24. 


. 1. In the beginning. of the reign of Feboiakim 
the fon. of Fofiah king of Fudah, &c.] So that. the 
prophecy of this chapter, and the faéts,and events 
connected with it, were before the prophecy of the 
preceding chapter, tho’ here related; that being 
in the fourth year, this in the beginning of. e- 
boiakim’s reign... Fofiah was lately dead ; Fehoabax 
his fon reigned but three’ months, and then was 
depofed by Pharaoh Necho king of Zgypt; and this 
Fehoiakim, another fon of Fofah, who before was 
called Eliakim, was fet on the throne; and quickly 
after his coming to it,, came this word fromthe 
Lord, faying ; as follows, to, the prophet... This 
was-in the year of the, world, 3394, and. before 
Chriit 610, according to bifhop Ufer*; . with 
whom agree,Mr,. Whifton °, and, ni authors of the 
Univerfal Hiftory,*. 


iy. 2. Thus Tait the Lord, “Rand in, the, court of 


the Lord’s houfe, 8c.) In the, great court of Lfrael, 
where the people ufed to meet together for wor- 
fhip: and jpeak unto all the, cities of Fudab ;, the 
inhabitants of them ; not only to thofe that) dwelt 
at Ferufalem, but jin the reft of the cities of Fudab ; 

for what: he was, to fay concerned. them. all, .they 
having all finned, and. needed repentance ane re- 


fear of them ; 
obeyed, let the confequence be what it will : 
nifp not a words {often not any expreffion, or alter 


to worfhip in the Lord’s houfe; as they did three 
times in the year, at the feafts of paflover, pente- 
coft, and tabernacles ; and it was now the laft of 
thefe, as bifhop Ufher thinks, when this prophecy 


was to be delivered to them: al] the words that I com- 
mand thee to [peak unto them; nothing mutt be kept 
back, the whole counfel of God muft be declared; 

not a word fupprefled thro’ affection to them, or 
God commanded, and ieanit be 
dimi- 


any word, by putting one more fmooth for one 
rough; or change the accent, or abate of the ve- 
hemency of delivering it; but both for matter, 
manner, and form, let it fe as directed, without 
any {ubftraction and diminution, change or altera- 
tion: a rule which every minifter of the word 
ought to attend to; feeking not to pleafe men, 
but God that fends him, and Chrift whofe mini- 
fter he is. 

¥. 3. If fo be they will hearken, &c.| And obey; 
which is expreflive not of ignorance and conjecture 
in God, but of his patience and long-fuffering, 
granting {pace and time for repentance, and the 
means of it; which difregarded, leave without ,ex- 
cufe: and turn every man from bis evil way, his 
feries and courfe of life, which was evil, and was 
the cafe of every one; fo that as their fin was ge- 
neral, the reformation ought to be fo too: that 
I may repent.me of the evil which I purpofe to do 
unto them, or aim thinking, or devifing“ to do unto 
them; which repentance muft be underftood not 
of a change of mind, but of the courfe.of his 
providence towards them, which, by. his. threat- 
nings, and fome fteps taken, portended ruin and 
deftruction ; yet, in cafe of repentance .and refor- 
mation, he would change his method of action, 
agreeable to his will: decaufe of the evil.of their 
doings, this was the reafon why he had \threatened 
them with the evil of punifhment, becaufe of the 
evil of their, actions; which were breaches, of his 
law, and fuch as provoked the eyes of his glory. 

¥.4..And thou fhalt. fay unto them, &c.| What 
follows.’ is the fubftance of the prophecy, and the 
fam .of thé. fermon or difcourfe he was  fent.to 
deliver, without diminifhing a\.word of. it: 7f ye 
will not bearken to me, to;twalk in my law which L 
have fet before yous firft.by Mofes, by whofe hands 
it was given to their fathers ;.and by the prophets, 
the interpreters of it, to them; before whom it 
was fet, as a way for them to walk in, anda rule 
to walk by 5 a directory for them’ in’-their lives 
and converfations ; and which continues to be fo, 
as it is fet before us chriftians by our king and 
law-giver Jefus Chrift ; tho’ not to obtain righte- 
oufnefs and life by the works of it; which thould 
not be fought for, nor are attainable thereby. 

Me i5- To g hearken to the words of my fervants, the 


prophets, &c.]} The interpretations they, give, of 


the law; the doétrines they deliver; the exhorta- 
tions, cautions and reproofs.given by them in,the 
name of the Lord, whofe fervants they were.;; and 


formation; without which they would be involved | therefore fhould be hearkened to; fince hearkening 


in the general calamity of the' nation : 
ad Blow. di. bata Ftothi yeh-en 
:—® Annales Vet. Teft..p. 118. 
4 SUTLIDIN TUN quod ego(fum) cogitans, Schmidt, 
Vou. om, X Vil. ; 


ie ahotbetst Tables, Cent. 9: 


which ae to them is hearkening | to, the Lord | himfelf, in 


, yoda eb .bood whole 
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whofe name they fpeak, and whofe meflage they 
deliver: whom I fent unto you, both rifing up early, 
and fending them, they had their miffion and com- 
miffion from the Lord; and who was careful to 
fend them betimes, if they might be inftruments 
to do them good, and prevent their ruin; they 
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crime: had he faid what he thought fit to fay in 
his own name, they fuggeft it would not have been 
fo bad; but to vent his own imaginations in the 
name of the Lord, this they judged wicked and 
blafphemous, and deferving of death; efpecially 
fince what he faid was againit their city and temple: 


had the beft of means, and thefe feafonable, and | /aying, this houfe hall be like Shilob? forfaken and 


fo were left without excufe: (dut ye have not hear- 
kened); neither to the Lord, nor to his prophets ; 
but went on in their own ways, neglecting the 
law of the Lord, and the inftructions. of his fer- 
vants. 

¥. 6. Then will I make this houfe like Shiloh, &c.] 
Where the ark was, until it was taken by the Phi- 
liftines, and then the Lord forfook his tabernacle 
there, Py: lxxviii, 60. and fo he threatens to do 
the like to the temple at Ferufalem, fhould they 
continue in their difobedience to him; fee the note 
on ch. vii. 12, 14: and will make this city a curfe to 
all the nations of the earth; that is, the city of Fe- 
rufalem, which fhould be taken up, and uied pro- 
verbially in all countries ; who,: when they would 
curfe any one, fhould fay, the Lord make thee as 
Ferufalem, or do unto thee as he has done to 7e- 
rufalem. 

¥. 7. So the priefts, and the prophets, and all the 
people, &c.] As-it was in the temple, in one of 
the courts of it, that Feremiah was, and-faid the 
above things; it is no wonder to hear of the priefs, 
fince they were there about their work and fervice ; 
the prophets, were the falfe prophets, as the Sep- 
tuagint and Arabic verfions exprefsly call them ; 
and all the people, were all the males out of the 
feveral cities of Fudah, who were come up to the 
temple on the account of the feaft,; fee ¥. 2: now 
thefe heard Feremiah {peaking thefe words in the houfe 
of the Lord; in the temple ; in the court of J/rae/; 
they heard him out, and did not interrupt him 
while he was {peaking ; and having heard him, 
they were angry with him, and were witneffes a- 
gainft him; they did not hear him, fo as to obey 
his words, receive his inftructions, and follow his 
directions ; but they heard him with indignation, 
and were determined to profecute him unto death. 

¥.8. Now it came to pafs when Feremiah had 
made an end of /peaking, &c.] For they let him 
alone till he had done, either out of reverence of 
him as a prieft and prophet; or they were awed by 
a fecret influence on their minds that they might 
not difturb him: al] that the Lord had commanded 
him to {peak unto all the people; he did as he was 
ordered, kept back nothing, not fearing the re- 
fentment of the people, but fearing God: that the 
priefts, and the prophets, and all the people took him ; 
the priefts and the prophets were the leading men 
in this action ; they ftirred up the people againit 
him, and thro’ their inftigation he was feized and 
laid hold on: faying, thou halt furely die, figni- 
fying that they would bring a charge againft him, 
which they were able to fupport, and which by the 
law would be death; unlefs they meant in the 
manner of zealots to put him to death themfelves, 
without judge or jury; and which they would have 
put in execution, had not the princes of the land, 
or the great Sanbedrim, heard of it; and therefore 
to prevent it, came to-the temple, as is afterwards 
related. 

¥. 9. Why haft thou prophefied in the name of the 
Lord? &c.)_ Made ufe of his name in declaring 


deftroyed; that is, the temple: and this city fhall 
be defolate without an inbabitant ? fo they wrefted 
his words ; for this he did not fay, only that it 
fhould be a curfe to all the nations of the earth : 
and all the people were gathered againft Feremiah in 
the houfe of the Lord; befides thofe that were in 
the temple that heard him; others, upon a ru- 
mour that he was apprehended by the priefts, and 
prophets, and people in the temple, got together 
in a mob about him: or, they were gathered to * 
him ; to hear what he had to fay in his own de- 
fence ; and it appears afterwards that they were on 
his fide, y¥. 16. 

¥. 10. When the princes of Fudabh heard thefe 


things, &c.] The tumult there was in the temple ; 


thefe were the princes of the blood, or the nobles 
of the realm, particularly the courtiers, and who 
were of the king’s privy-council ; or elfe the great 
Sanhedrim, confifting of feventy perfons, and were 
the chief court of judicature : then they came up 
from the king’s houfe, to the houfe of the Lord; from 
the royal palace where they refided; by which it 
fhould feem that they were the king’s courtiers, 
and counfellors, and officers of ftate; unlefs in 
thofe times the Sanhedrim fat there; from hence 
they came up to the temple, where Jeremiah and 
the priefts, €%c. were, which being built on a hill, 
was higher than the king’s palace; and. therefore 
are faid to come up to it: and fat down in the entry 
of the new gate of the Lord’s houfe; as a court of 
judicature, to hear and try the caufe between the 
prophet and his accufers. This gate of the tem- 
ple is thought to be the higher gate, which Fo- 
tham built, 2 Kingsxv. 35. The Targum calls it, 
the eaftern gate; and fo Kimchi fays it was; and 
that it was called the mew gate, according to the 
Rabbins, becaufe there they renewed the conftitu- 
tions and traditions; tho’ he thinks the better rea- 
fon is, becaufe newly repaired, or fome new build- 
ing was added to it. ‘archi alfo fays, it was the 
eaftern gate; and gives this reafon for its being 
called mew ; that when Fehoiakim was carried cap- 
tive, and fome of the veffels of the temple, Ne- 
buchadnezzar’s army broke the eaftern gate, which 
Zedekiah afterwards repaired, and made new; but 
if fo, it is here called new by a prolepfis; or this 
account was written after that time: : 

y¥. 11. Then fpake the pricfis and the prophets unto 
the princes, and to all the people, &c.| The priefts 
and the prophets they were the accufers ; the prin- 
ces were the court before whom thé caufe was 
brought; and the people were the hearers of it; 
tho’ it does not feem as if they were. a fort of jury, 
or had any vote in determining; tho’ they fome- 
timés had in inftigating a court, and. the judges of 
it, to take on the fide of the queftion they were 
for : faying, this man is worthy to die, or, the judg- 
ment of death is to this man‘; he is guilty of a 
capital crime, and judgment ought to be given 


againft him, and he condemned to die: for ke hath — 


prophefied againft this city, the city of Ferufalem ; 
faying that it fhould be a curfe to other nations ; 


a falfhood, as they would have it; this was the | or, as they interpreted it, that it fhould be utterly 


~ by ad Jeremiam, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator, Cocceius, Schmidt. 
mortis eft viro huic, Vulg. Lat. Vatablus, Pagninus, Montanus ; reatus mortis,' &c. Schmidt. 
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deftroyed, and become defolaté, and none fhould 
inhabit it: as ye Lave beard with your ears, this 
muit be dire¢ted to the people only ; for the prin- 
ces did not hear Feremiah’s prophecy. 

¥. 12. Then fpake Feremiah unto all the princes, 
and to all ibe people, faying, &c.] In his own 
defence ; which, as Yerom obferves, was with pru- 
dence, humility and conftancy: the Lord fent me 
to prophe/y againft this boufe, and againft this city, 
all the words that ye have beard; he does not deny 
but that he had prophefied againft the city of 7e- 
rufolem and againit the temple, and that they fhould 
both come to ruin, unlefs the people repented and 
reformed; but then he urges, that he was fent by 
the Lord on this errand, and that every word that 
he had faid, and they had heard, he was ordered 
to fay by the Lord; and therefore what was he 
that he fhould withitand God ? he furely was not to 
be blamed for doing what the Lord commanded 
him to do; befides, all this was threatened only 
in cafe they continued obftinate and impenitent ; 
wherefore he renews his exhortations to them, in 
the following verfe. 

¥.13. Therefore now amend your ways, and your 
doings, &c.] Make them good, leave your evil 
ways, and walk in good ways; forfake your evil 
works, and do good works: and obey the voice of 
the Lord your God, and that becaufe he is your 
God, as well as what his word directs to is good, 
and for your good: and the Lord will repent him 
of the evil that he hath pronounced againfi you; will 
do as men do when they repent, change their me- 
thod of acting, and manner of behaviour; fo the 
Lord is faid to repent or turn, when he changes 
the method and conduét of his providence towards 
men, tho’ he never changes his mind or counfel. 

y. 14. ds for me, bebold, I am in your hand, &c.) 
In their power, as they were the chief ‘court of 
judicature ; and to whom it belonged to judge of 
prophets, and to acquit or condemn them, as they 
faw fit; wherefore he fubmits to their authority : 
do with me as feemeth good and meet unto you; he 
was not careful about it; he readily fubmitted to 
their pleafure, and fhould patiently endure what 
they thought fit to inflict upon him; it gave him 
no great concern, whether his life was taken from 
him or not; he was fatisfied he had done what he 
ought to do, and fhould do the fame, was it to do 
again; and therefore they might proceed juit as 
they. pleafed againft him. | 

¥.15. But know ye: for: certain, that. if ye put 
me to death, &c.| Take this along with you, and 
then do as you will; that if ye take away my life 
on this account, you may depend upon it; nothing 
is more certain than this: ye shall furely bring inno- 
cent blood upon yourselves, and upon this city, and 
upon the inbabitants thereof; that is, the guilt of 
innocent blood, which would cry for vengeance 
upon them that brought the accufation, and in- 
fifted upon his being brought in guilty ; and upon 
thofe that {ar in judgment, and condemned him ; 
and upon all the inhabitants of the city of Feru- 
falem, who fhould agree to the putting him. to 
death: for of @ truth. the Lord hath fent me unto 
you,to [peak all thefe words in your ears sand there- 
fore I am no falfe prophet, and am clear of the 
charge brought againft me; and have faid nothing 
but what I had a‘ miffion and an order from the 
Lord for, of which you may affure yourfelves ; and 
therefore he will avenge my blood, fhould it be 
fhed. on that account; fo that you will only in- 
‘ereafe your guilt, and add to that great load that 
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lies upon you; and will be your ritins unleis you 
repent and reform: 

¥.16. Then faid the princes, and all the people 
unto the pricfts; and to the prophets, &cc.| Hearing 
Jeremiah’s apology for himielf, by which it ap- 
peared that he was to be juitified in what he had 
done, took his part, and acquitted him; and the 
people, who betore were on the fide of the prieits 
and falfe prophets; yet hearing what ‘Yeremiah had 
to fay for himfelf, and alfo the judgment of the 
princes; took his part alfo, and joined with the 
court in an addrefs to the priefts and prophets, 
who were the chief accufers, and who would fain 
have had him brought in guilty of death? this man 
is not worthy to die; or, the judgment of death is 
not for this man; we can’t give judgment againit 
him; he is not guilty of any crime detferving death; 
fee the note on y. 11: for be hath fpoken to us in 
the name of the Lord our God; not in his own name, 
and of his own head; but in the name of the 
Lord, and by his order ; and therefore was not a 
falfe, but a true prophet : what methods they took 
to know this, and to make it appear to the people, 
is not faid ; very probably the fettled chara&ter of 
the prophet; their long acquaintance with him, 
and knowledge of him; his integrity and firmnefs 
of mind; the plain marks of ferioufnefs and hu- 
mility, and a difinterefted view, made them con- 
clude in his favour. 

¥.17. Then rofe up certain of the elders of the 
land, &c.| The fame with the princes; fome of 
the court, who rofe up as advocates for the pro- 
phet: and fpake to all the affembly of the people; 
to jultify the vote of the court, and to confirm the 
people in a good opinion of it, by giving them 
examples and initances of the like kind: /aying ; 
as follows, , 

¥. 18. Micah the Morafbite prophefied in the days 
of Hezekiah king of Judah, &c.| Or, Micab of 
Marefba, as the Targum. Marée/hab was a city of 
the tribe of Fudah, Fofb. xv. 44. the native place 
of this prophet; who appears, by the following 
quotation, to be the fame Micah that ftands among 
the minor prophets ; and who is alfo fo called, and 
lived in the times of Hezekiah, Mic.i. 1: and fpake 
to all the people of fudab, very openly and public- 
ly, and juft as Feremiah had done, ¥. 2, 7,8: fay- 
ing, thus faith the Lord of bofis, Zion fall be plowed 
like a field, and Ferufalem foall become heaps; mount 
Zion, on. part of which the temple was built, and 
on.the other the city of David, together with the 
city of Ferujalem, thould be fo demolifhed, as that 
they might be plowed, and become.a tillage; as 
the Jews fay they were by Terentius, or Turnus 
Rufus, as they call him, after their laft deftruction 
by the Romans: and the mountain of the houfe, as 
the high places of the foreft, covered with grafs 
and fhrubs, and thorns and briers ; even mount 
Moriah, on which the temple ftood, which is de- 
figned by the houfe ; and fo the Zargum calls it 
the houfe of the fanétuary. Now this was faying 
as much, againft the city and temple as Ferentiab 
did; and was faid in the days of a good king too, 
who encouraged 2 reformation, and carried it toa 
great.pitch. See Mic, ili. 12. 

y.19. Did Hezekiah king of Fudah, and all 
Judah put him at all to death? &c.|] No, they 
did not: neither the king, by his own authority ; 
nor the Sanbedrim, the great court of judicature, 
for the nation, they never fought to take away 
his life, nor fat in council about it; they never 
arraigned him, and much lefs condemned je 
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did he not fear the Lord, and befought the Lord ?* that | 
is, Hezekiah; he did, as knowing that Micah was 
a prophet of the Lord, and fent by him; where- 
fore he received his prophecy with great awe and 
reverence, as coming from the Lord, and made 
his fupplications to him that he would avert the 
judgments threatened : aud the Lord repented of the 
evil which he had pronounced againft them; the king 
and his people, the city and the temple; and fo 
the threatened evil came not upon them in their 
days: thus might we procure great evil againft our 
fouls; fhould we put Feremiah to death : it is there- 
fore much more advifeable to-do as Hezekiah did, 
pray unto the Lord to avert the threatened evil, 
or otherwife it will be worfe with us. ‘This prece- 
dent is urged to ftrengthen the decree of the coun- 
cil in favour of Feremiab. 

¥.20. And there was alfoa man that prophefied 
in the name of the Lord, &c.] Thefe are not the 
words of the fame perfons continued; becaufe the 
following inftance is againft them ; but of fome 
other perfons in the Sazbedrim, who were on the 
fide of the priefts and prophets; who in effect 
faid, why tell you us of an inftance in Hezekiah’s 
time, when there is fo recent an one in the prefent 
reign, of a man that prophefied juft as Feremiab 
has done, and was put to death, and fo ought he? 
after this manner Kimchi interprets it ; and fo Far- 
chi, who adds, that it is fo explained in an ancient 
book of theirs, called Siphri; tho’ fome think they 
are the words of the fame perfons that efpoufed 
the prophet’s caufe ; and obferve the following in- 
{tance with this view ; that whereas there had been 
one prophet of the Lord lately put to death for 
the fame thing, fhould they take away the life 
of another, it would be adding fin to fin, and 
bring great evil upon,their fouls ; and it might be 
obferved, that Hezekiah prevented much evil by 
the {teps he took; whereas, fhould they proceed 
as they had begun in the prefent reign, they might 
expect nothing but ruin,. which they might eafily 
fee with their own eyes was coming upon them: 
others are of opinion, that this inftance is added 
by the pen-man of this book, either the prophet 
himfelf, or Baruch, to fhew the wonderful  prefer- 
vation of him ; that tho’ there had been very lately 
a perfon put to death for the very fame thing, yet 
he was preferved thro’ the good offices of a perfon 
mentioned at the clofe of the chapter; and which 
feems to make this account probable. ‘The name 
of the prophet was, Urijah, the fon of Shemaiah, of 
Kirjath-jearim ,; which was acity of Fudah, ‘Fofo. 
Xviii. 14. but who he wasis not known, there 
being no account of him elfewhere : who prophefied 
againft this city, and againft this land, according to 
all the words of Feremiah; jatt as he had done, in 
much the fame words, if not altogether ; fo. that 
their cafe was fimilar. ru 

¥.21. And when Fehoiakim the king, with all his 
mighty men, 8cc.|  Kither his courtiers, or his fol- 
diers, or both: and all the princes heard his words , 
the words. of the prophet Urijah; not with their 
Own ears very probably, but from the report of 
others: the king fought to put him to deaths as 
being a meflenger of bad tidings, tending to'dif- | 


E Vid. Nicolai de Sepulchris Heb: c. 3. p. 126. 
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pirit his fubjects, and allay the joy of his own 
mind upon his advancement to the throne: Sut when 
Urijah heard it, be was afraid, and fled, and went 
into Egypt, which fome underftand as a piece of 
prudence in him; but rather it was the effect of 
pufillanimity and cowardice : it feems to fhew want 
of faith and confidence in the Lord; and the fear 
of man, which brings a fnare; and befides, it was 
no piece of prudence to go to Egypt, whatever it 
was to flee; fince there was fuch an alliance be- 
tween the kings of Egypt and ‘Fudab; and the lat- 
ter, tho’ a dependent on the former, yet the king 
of Egypt would eafily gratify him in delivering up 


a fubject of his, and a perfon of fuch a character. . 


¥.22. And Feboiakim fent men into Egypt, &e.] 
To feek for him ; and to ‘require the delivery of 
him upon being found: namely, Elnathan the for 
of Achbor ; the father of this man very probably is 
the fame we read of in Fofiah’s time, 2 Kings xxii. 
12,14. who is called Addon in 2 Chron. xxxivi 20 7 
and certain men with him into Egypt; to afitt him 
in taking him, whofe names are not mentioned ; 
Elnathan’s is as being the principal, and to fix an 
eternal infamy upon him. : 


~ 


¥.23. And they fet forth Urijah out of Egypt, 


&c.] Having found him, they feized him, and 
brought him away, with the leave of the king of 
Egypt; which, no doubt, was eafily obtained: and 
brought him to feboiakim the king, who flew him 
with the fword, very probably with his own-hand; 
or however it was done by his order, and in his 
prefence, moft likely : and caft bis dead body into the 
graves of the common people, either where they were 
buried in heaps promifcuoufly, as fome think; or 
in the common burying ground; and not where 
perfons of diftinétion were laid, as prophets, and: 
others *5 this he did to reflect difhonour upon the 
prophet. et 


yy. 24. Neverthele/s, the hand of Abikam the | jon. 


of Shaphan was with Feremiah, 8c.) Tho” this 
inftance was urged as a precedent to go by, being 
lately done ; or tho’ the king’s cruelty had beer 
fo lately exercifed in fuch‘a manner; yet this man, 
who had ‘been one of ¥o/ah’s courtiers and coun- 
fellors, 2 Kings xxii. 12. ftood by Feremiab, and 
ufed all his power, authority and influence-in_ his 
favour: that they fhould not xive him into the band 
of the people, to put him to death , that the Sanbe- 
drim fhould not ; who, by the laft precedent men- 
tioned, might feem inclined to it; but this great 
man, having. feveral brothers, as well as’ other 
friends, that paid a regard to his arguments and 
folicitations; he prevailed upon them not to give 
leave to the people to put him to death, who ap- 
pear to have been very fickle and mutable’ at firft 
they joined with the priefts and falfe prophets a- 


gaint Feremiah to accufe him; but upon pot 3 


ment and vote of the ptinces, on hearing the caule, 
they changed their fentiments, and were for th 
prophet againft the priéfts; and now, very pro 
bably, upon the inftance of Urijah being’ giv 

a precedent, they altered their minds again; a 
were for putting him’to death, could they have 
obtained leave of the court ;*and which o nly ht 
kam’s intereft prevented) 9%" 9) 2a 
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CHAP. XXVIL 


FATIIS chapter contains a prophecy of the fub- 
; jection of the king of Yudab, with five 
neighbouring kings, to the king of Babylon; fig- 
nified by bonds and yokes on the prophet’s neck, 
which they are exhorted patiently to bear, as being 
moft for their good ; and not to give heed to falfe 
prophets, who would perfuade them to the con- 
trary. Ihe date of the prophecy is in ¥. 1. the 
order to make the yokes, and fend them to the 
feveral neighbouring princes by their meffengers 
at Ferufalem, ¥. 2, 3. what they fhould fay to their 
mafters from the God of J/rael, who is defcribed 
from his power in the creation of the earth, and 
the difpofal of it, ¥. 4,5. as that he had given all 
their lands into the hand of the king of Badylon, 
whom they fhould ferve, or it would be worfe for 
them, ¥. 6, 7, 8. and therefore fhould not hearken 
to their prophets, who prophefied lies ; if they did, 
it would be to their hurt ; whereas, if they quietly 
fubmitted, they would dwell in their own land, 
¥. 9,10, 11. particularly Zedekiah king of Fudab 
is exhorted to fubmit ; and both he, and the priefts, 
and the people are advifed not to hearken to the 
falfe prophets, ¥. 12, 13, 14, 15. patticularly as to 
what they faid concerning the fpeedy return of the 
veffels of the temple, which were carried away to 
Babylon ; but might affure themfelves they fhould 
remain there; and the reft alfo fhould be taken, 
and not returned until the end of the feventy years, 
W. 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22. 


y¥.1. In the beginning of the reign of Seboiakim 
the fon of Fofiah king of Fudah, &c.| This is the 
fame date with the prophecy of the preceding chap- 
ter; and fome think that this verfe fhould conclude 
that, as belonging to it; and by which they would 
reconcile a difficulty that arifes here ; the orders 
for making the yokes being given in the begin- 
ning of Feboiakim’s reign, which yet were to be 
fent to the meflengers of the neighbouring kings 
that were come to Zedekiab at ‘ferufalem, who did 


- not begin to reign until eleven years after this time ; 


but the word /aying, at the end of the verfe, fhews 
it not to belong to the preceding, but to what fol- 
Jows: others think it is a miftake of the copy, and 
that Feboiakim is put for Zedekiah , and the Syriac 
and Arabic verfions read, Zedekiah; but he was 
not the fon of e/ah, as this king is faid to be, 
but his brother: others therefore think, that tho’ 
the prophecy. was delivered to ‘feremiah, and the 
orders were given him to make the bonds and yokes 
after-mentioned, at this time; yet this prophecy 
was concealed with him, and the .orders were not 
executed till Zedekiah’s time, or that the prophet, 
in the beginning of Feboiakim’s reign, made the 
yokes as he was ordered, and put one on his neck, 
to fignify the fubjection of Fudab to the king of 
Babylon, which quickly took place, about the third 
or fourth year of this reign ; and that the reft were 
fent to the embaffadors ot the neighbouring nations 
in Zedekiab’s time; which latter feems moft pro- 
bable: came this word unto Feremiah from the Lord, 
faying ; as follows. This verfe is not in the com- 
mon editions of the Septuagint; but it is in the 
king of Spain’s Bible. 

¥.2. Thus faith the Lord to me, make thee bonds 
The yokes were made of wood, 
VOL, a+ N’al7. 
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as appears from ch. xxviii. 13. and the bonds were 
{trings or thongs, which bound the yoke together, 
that it might not flip off the neck, on which it 
was put: and put them upon thy neck; not all of 
them together, but one after another, at different 
times ; and this was very fignificant ; for the pro- 
phet being feen abroad with a yoke upon his neck, 
it would be natural to enquire the meaning of it; 
when they would be told, it was to fignify the fub- 
jection of Fudab, and fo of other nations, to the 
king of Babylon; and that he did wear at times 
fuch a yoke, even fifteen years after, in the fourth 
of Zedekiah’s reign, appears from ch. xxviii. 1; 0. | 

¥. 3. And fend them to the king of Edom; and to 
the king of Moab, and to the king of the Ammonites; 
and to the king of Tyrus, and to the king of Zidon; 
&c.] All neighbouring kings and ftates, to whom 
the wine-cup of God’s wrath was to be fent, and 
they made to drink of it, ch. xxv. 21,22. and 
againft whom ‘eremiah afterwards prophefies: dy 
the hand of the mefengers which come to Ferufalem 
unto Ledekiah king of Judah; who were fent by 
their mafters, either to congratulate Zedckiab upon 
his acceffion to the throne; of to enter into a league 
with him againit the king of Badylon, and fhake 
off his yoke ; or to refide at his court, as embaffa- 
dors of nations at peace and in alliance ufually do ; 
and it may be for all thofe purpofes. The yokes 
therefore are ordered to be fent to them, as being 
the moft proper and eafy way and method of con- 
veying them, with the meaning of them, to their 
refpective matters. 

¥. 4. And command them to fay unto their mafters, 
&c.] The prophet is fent with authority, and 
ordered to fpeak in a very high ftrain, having his 
orders from the King of kings and Lord of lords ; 
a greater mafter than thofe meffengers had; and 
to injoin them to tell their feveral mafters in his 
mafter’s name; as follows: thus faith the Lord of 
bofis, the God of Irael; who, tho’ in a peculiar 
manner the God of J/rael, yet was Lord of the 
whole world, and had all the armies of heaven and 
earth at his command, to enforce his power and 
authority ; wherefore, what he fays ought to be 
attended to: thus fhall ye fay to your majlers; de- 
liver to them the following words of the great 
Jehovah. 

¥. 5. I have made the earth, the man and the 
beaft that are upon the ground, &c.| The earth 
was made by him on the firft day, and man and 
beaft on the fixth day, of the creation; the earth 
is {till fupported in its being, and man and beaft 
are continued on it in fucceffion: this is mentioned 
to fhew his right and authority to difpofe of the 
earth, and all in it, at his pleafure ; which is found- 
ed on his creation and fuftentation of it, and all 
creatures in it: which was, and is, as he fays, dy 
my great power, and by my out-ftretched army for 
nothing lefs could have created the original chaos 
out of nothing, and brought that into form and 
order, and produced out of it fuch creatures as 
man and beaft; and nothing lefs than that could 
continue it in being, and a fucceffion of creatures 
on it: and have given it unto whom it feemed meet 
unto me; fome part of it to one, and fome to an- 
other; and more to one, than to another; but to 
none according to their merit, but according to 


his 
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his own fovereign will and pleafure; fee Pf. cxv. 
16. 


'- Before-mentioned ; of Edom, Moab, Ammon, Tyre, 


Zidon, and Fudea: into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar 


the king of Babylon my fervent , whom God ufed as 
an inftrument in correcting and chaftizing the na- 
tions ; and who obeyed his will, tho’ he knew it 
not; nor did what he did in obedience to it; and 
yet had the honour of being called his fervant, and 
of being rewarded with a very large empire ; which 
was owing, not fo much to his prowefs and va- 
jour, wifdom and management, as to the provi- 
dence of God; who delivered the above kingdoms, 
with others, into his hands, as being the fole pro- 

rietor and fovereign difpofer of them: and the 
teats of the field have I given him alfo to ferve him; 
either to bring him, and his armies, and his car- 
riages of provifions for them, and warlike {ftores, 
for the invafion and taking the above countries; 
or the cattel found there, which belonged to thefe 
countries, and the inhabitants thereof, which would 
fall into his hands with them. 

y¥..7. And all nations fhall ferve him, 8cc.| That 
is, all thofe, all above-mentioned ; tho’ there were 
others alfo that were tributary to him, but not 
every nation under heaven: wud his fon, and bis 
jon’s fon; their {cripture-names were Evil-merodach 
and Belazzar, jer. lii. 31, Dan. v. 1. and by 
Ptolemy, in his canon, are called [/carudamus and 
Nabonadius ; between whom he places Niricaffola/- 
farus, or Nerigliffarus; who was not a fon of Evil- 
merodach, but his fifter’s hufband. A fon of his 
fucceeded him, called Laborofoarchod ; who, reign- 
ing but nine months, is not placed in the canon ; 
agreeable to which is the account of Berofus"; by 
whom the immediate fon of Nebuchadnezzar is 
named Evil-maradouchus ; or Evil-malaurouchus, as 
in Eufebius *; who, after he had reigned two years, 
was flain by Nerégliffoor, or Nerigifar, as in the 
above writer, his fifter’s hufband ; who, after he 
had enjoyed the kingdom four years, died, and left 
it to his fon, whom he calls Chabaeffoarachus, or 
Laborofoarchados, as before, who reigned but nine 
months ; and then Nadonnidus fucceeded, the name 
he gives him who was conquered by Cyrus in 
the feventeenth year of his reign ; and not very 
different is the account of Nebuchadnezzar’s fuc- 
ceffors, and the names of them, as given by /by- 
denys, out of Megafthenes * ; according to whom, 
Evil-malaurouchus, the fon of Nebuchadnezzar, was 
his fucceffor ; then Nerigiiffar, his fifter’s hufband, 
who left a fon called Labaffoarafcus; and after him 
Nabannidochus, in whofe times Cyrus took Babylon ; 
and who appears to be ‘the fame with Bel/bazzar, 
the grandfon of Nebuchadnezzar , fo that the fcrip- 
ture is very juft and accurate in mentioning thefe 
two only, as the fon, and fon’s fon of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, whom the nations fhould ferve; for in the 
laft of thefe ended the Badylonifh monarchy: until 
the very time of bis land come; or, that it/elf; alfo 
he himfelf* or, alfo of bimjelf, as the Vulgate Latin 
verfion. The Zargum is, “ until the time of the 
** deftruction of his land come, alfo of himfelf ;” 
there was a time fixed for his life, and fo long the 
nations were to ferve, and did ferve him perfon- 
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reign; and when the feventy years captivity of the. 
Jews was up: and then many nations and great kings 


¥.6. And now I have given all thefe lands, &c.] | foall ferve themfelves of him, and his kingdom ; 


fubdue it, and make it tributary to them. ‘This 
was accomplifhed by the Medes and Perfians, with 
Darius and Cyrus at the head of them, and other 
nations and kings, allies and auxiliaries to them, 
and affociates with them; fee ch.xxv.14. The 
Vulgate Latin verfion renders it, and many nations 
and great kings foall ferve him; fo the Targum; 
which falls in with the former part of the verfe; 
wherefore the other fenfe is beft. 

¥.8. And it fhall come to pals, that the nation 
and kingdom which will not ferve the fame Nebuchad- 
nexzar the king of Babylon, &c.} Will not upon 
his approaching to them, ‘invading and befieging 
them, fubmit and become tributary to him, as is 
more fully expreffed in the next claufe: and that 
will not put their neck under the yoke of the king of 
Babylon, or voluntarily become fubje@ to him, 
and pay a tax he fhall impofe upon them. This 
refers to, and explains the fymbol of, Feremiah’s 
making and wearing yokes, ¥.2: that nation will 
I punifh, faith the Lord, with the fword, and with 
the famine, and with the peftilence ; with one judg- 
ment after another ; fome will perifh by the iword 
of the enemy, fallying out upon them, or endea- 
vouring to make their efcape; others by famine, 
their provifions being fpent thro’ the length of the 
fiege ; and others by peftilence, or the plague, by — 
the immediate hand of God : until I have confumed 
them by bis hand, Nebuchadnezzar’s ; by means of 
him ; by his fword, and {trait befieging them; or, 
into his band; and fo the Zargum, * until I haye 
‘* delivered them into his hand ;” having con- 
fumed multitudes by the fword, famine and pefti- 
lence, will deliver the reft into his hands to be 
carried captive by him. 

¥.9. Therefore hearken not ye to your prophets, 
&c.] Falfe prophets, as the -Targum. Thefe 
words are not directed to the Yews, but are a con- 
tinuation of what the meflengers of the nations 
fhould fay to their mafters from the God of Jrael, 
by the mouth of his prophet; for they had their 
prophets as well as the ews; as the prophets of 
Baal, and others: nor to yaur diviners; or footh- 
fayers ; fuch an one as was Balaam:. nor to your 
dreamers; or dreams; fuch as they had themfelves, 
and laid great ftrefs upon ; or to thofe who pre- 
tended to interpret them to them: wor to your in- 
chanters ; or ftar-gazers ; aftrologers, who pre- 
tended by the pofition of the ftars to foretel what 
would come to pafs : nor to your forcerers, or wi- 
zards, or necromancers; who, by unlawful me- 
thods, pretended to acquire knowledge of future 
things: which fpeak unto you, faying, ye foall not 
Jerve the king of Babylon, meaning either, that they 
ought not to become tributary to him; or they 
fhould not be brought into fubjection by him < 
and io were ftirred up to oppofe him, and not fub- 
mit to him. ind 

y.10. For they prophefy a lie unto you, 8c.] 
That which was vain and falfe, and proved fo; 
tho’ they might not know it was when delivered = 
to remove you far from your land; not that they 
defigned it by their prophecies, but fo it was even- 


tually ; for, ftanding it out againft Nebuchadnez- 

zar, encouraged by the lies and dreams of their 

prophets, he, in procefs of time, took them, and . 
ce 


ally; and there was a time fixed for the continu- 
ance of his monarchy, in his fon, and fon’s fon ; 
when it was to end, as it did, in Beloaxzar’s | 
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carried them captive into Babylon; whereas, had 
they furrendered at once, they might have con- 
tinued in their own land, paying a tax or tribute 
to the king of Babylon: and that I fhould drive you 
out, and ye fhould perifp ,; drive them out of their 
own land, and {fo perifh in a foreign land: God is 
faid to do that which his fervant or inftrument 
did, being provoked by the fin and difobedience 
of the people, hearkening to their lying prophets, 
and not to him. 

y¥. 11. But the nations that bring their neck under 
ibe yoke of the king of Babylon, and ferve him, &c.] 
That at once, and readily fubmit unto him, and 
pay him tribute: ¢ho/e will I let remain fill in their 
own land, faith the Lord, undifturbed by any other 
enemy; peaceably dwelling in their own habita- 
tions ; following their occupations and bufinefs of 
life ; and enjoying their fubftance and eftates, only 
paying the tax impofed on them: and they fhall till 
at, and dwell therein, manure and cultivate it, and 
gather and eat the fruit of it, and continue to do 
fo, they and their pofterity after them. 

v.12. I fpake alfo to Zedekiah king of Fudab, 
&c.] At the fame time that he delivered the 
above meflage from the-Lord to the embaffadors 
of feveral nations, who were then refidents in Ze- 
dekiah’s court, or however in Ferufalem: according 
to all thefe words ; the fame things, and much in 
the fame language, he faid to the king of Fudah, 
as to the meffengers of the nations: /ayimg; as fol- 
lows : dring your necks under the yoke of the king of 
Babylon, you, O king, your nobles, and your peo- 
ple. Zedekiah was fet upon the throne by the 
king of Babylon, was a tributary to him, and had 
took an oath to be faithful to him; and yet was 
now meditating rebellion againft, him; and was 


confulting and entring into a confederacy with the 


neighbouring nations to throw off the yoke, and 
be independent on him: wherefore the fenfe of 
this advice muft be to bring themfelves, he and 
his people, to a chearful fubmisfion to it, and a 
patient bearing it, and nGt attempt to fhake it 
off: and ferve him, and bis people, and live; the 
king of Babylon, and the Chaldeans, by faithfully 
paying the tribute, and acknowledging fubjeétion 
to him; and fo /ve in their own land, enjoying 
all other civil and religious privileges. 

¥.13. Why will ye die, thou and thy people, by 
the ford, by the famine, and by the peftilence? &cc.] 
Thro’ a blockade of the Chaldean army, which 
would invade their land, and befiege their city, 
upon a refufal to be fubject to their yoke: as the 
Lord bath fpoken againft the nation that will not ferve 
the king of Babylon? as the Lord has threatened, 
fhall be the cafe of any and every one of the above 
nations that fhould refufe to be tributary to him ; 
of which, no doubt, Zedekiah and his court had 
been apprifed; fee ¥. 8. 

y. 14. Therefore hearken not unto the words of 
the prophets, &c.] ‘The falfe prophets, as the Tar- 
gum; {uch bad kings always had about them, to 
whom they liftened, and which often proved of 
bad confequence to them: that /peak unto you, fay- 
ing; as follows: ye fhall not ferve the king of Ba- 
bylon ; ye ought not to do it, but caft off his yoke ; 
to which if ye do not willingly fubmit, he'll never 
be able to force you to it: for they prophefy a lie 
unto you; and therefore fhould not be hearkened 
to, particularly when they promife fafety from the 
king of Babylon. 

¥.15. For I have not fent them, faith the Lord, 
> &e.] See ch. xxiii. 21: yet they prophefy a lie in 
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my name; to deliver out a lie was a very wicked 
thing, finful in them, and fatal to others; but to 
make ufe of the name of the Lord, and cover it 
with that, and back it with his authority, was 
much more wicked and abominable : that I might 
drive you out, and that ye might perifo, being driven 
out of their own land, perifi in another; which, 
tho’ the falfe prophets did not intend by their pro- 
phefying, yet fuch would be, and was the iffue, of 
it: ye, and the prophets that prophely unto you, for 
it would end in the ruin and deftruétion of them 
both 5 both of the falfe prophets, as the Targum 
here again calls them, and thofe that liftened to 
their prophecies ; both would fall into the fame ditch. 

¥.16. Alfol fpake to the priefts, and to all this 
people, faying, &c.] From the court he went to 
the temple, and fpoke to the priefts that were mi- 
niftring there, and to all the people that were af- 
fembled for divine worfhip; either at the ordinary 
time of it, or at fome one of the folemn feafts : 
this was a proper time and place to meet with the 
people and the priefts; which latter efpecially had 
a concern in what he had to fay concerning the 
veffels of the temple: thus faith the Lord, bearken 
not to the words of your prophets that prophefy unto 
you; your falfe prophets, as the Targum: faying ; 
as follows: behold, the veffels of the Lord’s houfe 
foall now fhortly be brought again from Babylon; 
which were carried thither, both in the times of 
Fehoiakim, and of Feconiah, 2 Chron. xxxvi. 7, 10: 
thefe the falfe prophets gave. out would in a fhort 
time be returned; that the king of Babylon, either 
willingly and of his own accord, or being prefied 
or forced to it, would fend them back; fo little. 
reafon had they to fear an invafion from him, or. 
captivity by him: for they prophefy a lie unto yous 
that which is falfe, and will never be accomplifhed, 
at leaft in any fhort time. 

y.17. Hearken not unto them, &c.|] The falfé 
prophets : ferve the king of Babylon, and live; pay 
homage and tribute to him; which is the way to 
live in your own land, and enjoy the benefits Gf 
that, and of the temple-worfhip; which if not, 
you will be utterly deprived of : wherefore fhould 
this city be laid wafte? as it certainly will, thould 
you rebel again{t the king of Badylon; and as it 
was in a few years after, when they did. 

¥. 18. But if they be prophets, and if the word 
of the Lord be with them, &c.| The true prophets 
of the Lord, are fent by him, and have his word 
put into them: let them now make interceffion to 
the Lord of bofts; ule their intereft with him, as 
they muft have one, if they are true prophets ; let 
them pray unto him, who doubtlefs will hear them; 
and this will be acting in character, for prophets 
ought to be praying perfons ; and this will turn 
to fome good account: that the veffels which are 
left in the boufe of the Lord, and in the boufe of the 
king of Fudah, and at Ferufalem, go not to Babylon; 
inftead of prophefying about the return of what are 
gone, let them pray for the prefervation and con- 
tinuance of what are left, that they don’t go alfo,; 
of which there was great danger, yea certainty, in 
cafe of non-fubmiffion to, and rebellion againft, 
the king of Babylon: there were fome veflels of 
the fanctuary which yet remained, as well as others 
in the king’s palace, and in the houfes of the no- 
ble and rich men in Ferufalem; for the keeping 
of which, they would do well to fhew a proper 
concern, and make ufe of proper means ; and no- 
thing more effectual than prayer to God; and 


next to that, fubmiffion to the Chaldean yoke. 
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¥. 1g. For thus faith the Lord of hofts, concern- lof Irael, concerning the veffels that remain in the 


Sug the pillars, &c.] The pillars of brafs that ftood 
in the temple ; the one called Boaz, and the other 
Fachin, 1 Kings vii. 15, 21 : and concerning the fea, 
the fea of molten brafs, which ftood upon twelve 
oxen, 1 Kings vii. 23, 25: and concerning the bafes; 
the ten bafes, which alfo were made of brafs, 
1 Kings vii. 27—37: and concerning the refidue of 
. the veffels that remain in this city, in the king’s 
palace, and in the houfes of the noblemen, and 
of the rich and wealthy inhabitants of Feru- 
falem. 

y¥. 20. Which Nebuchadnezzar king. of Babylon 
took not, &c.] For he feems only to have taken 
the vefiéls of gold, and left the veflels of brafs, 
as the above were; fee 2 Kings xxiv. 13: when 
he carried away captive Feconiah the fon of Feboia- 
kim king of Fudah, from Ferufalem to Babylon, and 
all the nobles of ‘fudah and Ferufalem;, of which 
fee 2 Kings xxiv. 12—16. 

y. 21. Yea, thus faith the Lord of hofts, the God 


GC FiAeP: 


HIS chapter relates a falfe prophecy of Ha- 

naniah, who broke off thé yoke from Yere- 
wmiah;, but in return, the people are threatened with 
an iron yoke, and he with death ; which came to 
pafs. The time, place, and fubftance of his pro- 
phecy, are in ¥. 1, 2, 3, 4. Jeremiah’s anfwer to 
it, ¥. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. Hananiah breaks Feremiah’s 
yoke, and explains the meaning of it to the peo- 
ple, ¥. 10, 11. Jeremiah prophelies that iron yokes 
fhould be given inftead of wooden ones, ¥. 12, 13, 
14. and foretels the death of the falfe prophet, 
MLS, Abate 


¥. 1. And it came to pafs the fame year, &c.] 
That the prophet was bid to make yokes and 
bonds, and fend them to the neighbouring kings, 
whofe embaffladors were in Zedekiah’s court; and 
when he fpoke the things related in the preceding 
chapter to Zedekiah, the priefts, and people: iz 
the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah king of ‘fudab; 
perhaps in the firft year of his reign: in the fourth 
year, and in the fifth month; not in the fourth 
year of Zedekich’s reign, tho’ the Septuagint and 
Arabic verfions fo render it; fince his reign was but 
eleven years in all, and therefore the fourth could 
not be called with fo much propriety the beginning 
of his reign: tho’ according to Zarchi, it was the 
fourth of Zedekiah’s reign, the fame year in which 
he paid a vifit to the king of Badylon, ch. li. 59. 
and was not only confirmed in his kingdom by 
him, but, according to the fame writer, had it en- 
larged, and was made king over five neighbour- 
ing kings; and fo this, though the fourth of his 
reign over udah, was the firft of his enlarged do- 
minions: but rather this was the fourth year of 
the fabbatical year, or the fourth after the feventh 
year’s reft of the land, as Kimchi obferves; which 
was the firft of Zedekiah’s reign, who reigned eleven 
years, and the temple was deftroyed at the end of 
a fabbatical year ; in which he is followed by 
many, tho’ there is nothing in the text or context 
that directs to it. Some divide Zedekiah’s reign 
into three parts, the beginning, and middle, and 
end; and {o what was done within the firft four 


™ Concord. Ebr. Partic. p. 
in adhuc duobis annis diernm, 
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. ® Philolog. Sacr. 1. 4. p. 625. 
entanus ; intra adhne bienniam 


boufe of the Lerd, &c.] Which are mentioned in 
¥. 19. together with others: and in the boufe of 
the king of Fudab, and of Ferufalem, fee ¥. 18. 
¥. 22. They fhall be carried to Babylon, 8c.) As 

they were; and of which, with othets, there is a 
particular account in 2 Kings xxv. 13—17: and 
there foall they be until the day that I vifit them, 
the Chaldeans in a way of wrath, and the Jews 
in a way of grace and favour; which was at the 
end of the feventy years captivity ; and fo lon 
the veffels of the fanétuary continued there; for 
we read of them as in ufe the very night that 
Belhazzar was flain, and Babylon taken, Dan. v. 
2,30: then will I bring them up, and reftore them 
to this place ; which was fulfilled, when the Lord 
ftirred up the fpirit of Cyrus king of Perfia, to 
give leave to the ews to return to their own 
land, and rebuild their temple ; and at the fame 
time delivered into the hands of She/bbazzar, prince 
of Judah, the veffels of the temple, Hzra i. 1, 7. 
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years of his reign, miglit be faid to Be in the bes 
ginning of it. Others think that here are two di- 
{tinct dates; that the former refpects the-things in 
the preceding chapter, which were in the begin- 
ning of his reign; and the latter that affair of Ha- 
naniab, which was in the fourth year of it, But 
Noldius ™, after Glaffius *, gets clear of the difficul- 
ties of this text, by rendering the words, and it 
was from that year, the beginning of the reign of Ze- 
dekiah king of Judah, unto the fourth year of his 
reign ; that is, the prophet went on for the fpace 
of four years, fignifying the will of the Lord by 
words and types; when in the fifth month of the 
fourth year, which was the month of 44, anfwer- 
ing to part of our July and of Auguft, Hananiah 
the fon of Azur the prophet , the falfe prophet, as 
the Targum, Septuagint, Syriac, and Arabic verfions 
call him: which was of Gibeon; a city of thé 
priefts ; fo might be a prieft, tho’ not the high- 
prieft, as fome have thought: /pake unto me in 
the boufe of the Lord, in the prefence of the priefts, 
and of all the people ; he came to the temple, where 
Feremiah was, to confront him; and he addrefied 
himfelf to him, the priefts and all the people be- 
ing prefent, who were come thither to minifter and 
worthip : /aying, as follows. _ 

¥. 2. Thus fpeaketh the Lord of hofts, the God of 
Tfrael, &c.] Ufing the language of the true pro- 
phets, and defcribing the Lord juft in the famé 
manner they do, when coming from him, and 
fpeaking in his name; a bold and daring aétion, 
when he knew the Lord had not fent him, nor 
had faid any fuch thing to him: he next relates 
with all aflurance, /aying, I have broken the yoke o 
the king of Babylon, which he had ‘put upon the 
neck of the king of Fudah ; fignitying, that he 
fhould be no more fubject to him; that is, he had 
determined to do it, and would do it, in a very 
fhort time. a. 

¥. 3. Within two full years, &c.] Or, within 
two years of days °; when they are up to a day. _ 
The Targum is, “+ at the end of two years ;” what 
the falfe prophets before had faid would be done 
in a very little time; this fixes the precife time of 
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doing it; a very fhort time, in comparifon of|{ about to fay, it being what greatly concerns thee 


the feventy years that Yeremiah had {poke of, ch. 
xxv. 11, 12: will J bring again into this place, all 
the veffels of the Lora’s boufe, that Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon took away from this place, the tem- 
ple, where he now was; namely, all fuch veflels 
as before this time had been taken by him, both 
in Feboickim’s reign, and at the captivity of Feco- 
niah: and carried them te Babylon, where they ftill 
remained, and according to ‘feremiah {till would ; 
_ and were fo far from being brought back in a 
fhort time, that what were left would be carried 
thither alfo, ch. xxvii. rg—21. 

y. 4. And Iwill bring again to this place Feco- 
coniah the fon of Feboiakim king of Fudab, &c.] 
This he knew would pleafe the people, who looked 
upon Zedekiah only as a deputy of the king of Ba- 
bylon, and not properly their king ; but Feconiah, 
as he is here called; and he knew that Zedekiah 
durft not refent this, but was obliged to diffemble 
a defire of Feconiah’s return, though otherwife not 
agreeable to him: with all the captives of Fudab 
that went into Babylon, faith the Lord ; the princes, 
officers, and others, that fhould be living at the 
time fixed: for I will break the yoke of the king of 
Babylon; weaken his power over other nations, and 
particularly deliver the king of Fudab from his 
bondage, and from fubjection to him. 

¥. 5. Then the prophet Feremiah faid unto the pro- 
phet Hananiab, &c.] The falfe prophet, as he is 
called by the Targum, Syriac, and Arabic verfions : 
in the prefence of the priefts, and in the prefence. of 
all the people, that ftood-in the houfe of the Lor, 
waiting and worfhipping in the temple; and faid 
boldly and before them all, in anfwer to Hananiab’s 
prophecy, what follows. 

' ¥. 6. Even the prophet Feremiah faid, Amen, &c.] 
Or, fo be it ; he wifhed it might be fo as Hananiah 
had faid, if it was the will of God; as a prophet 
he knew it could not be; as an J/raelite, out of 
refpect to his country, he withed it might be; or 
however, he wifhed that they would repent of their 
fins, that the evil he had threatened them with 
might not come upon them, and the good that 
Hananiab had prophefied might be fulfilled: the 
Lord do fo, the Lord perform the words which thou 
‘haft prophefied, fach a hearty regard had he for his 
country, that were it the Lord’s pleafure to do 
this, he could be content to be accounted a‘falfe 
prophet, and Hananiah the true one; it was very 
defirable to him, to have this prophecy confirmed 
and fulfilled by the Lord. -The Fews ? have a fay~ 
ing, that whoever deals hypocritically with his 
friend, at laft falls into his hand, or the hands of 
his fon, or fon’s fon; and fo they fuppofe Feremiab 
acted hypocritically with Hananiah, and therefore 
fell into the hands of the fon of his fon’s fon, ch. 
xxxvii. 13. but he rather {poke ironically, as fome 
think : to dring again the veffels of the Lord’s boufe, 
and all that is carried away captive to Babylon into 
this place, as a prieft, this muft be very defirable 
to Feremiab, the Fews obferve, fince he would be 
a gainer by it; being a prieft, he fhould eat of 
the holy things; when Hananich, being a Gibeonite, 


would be a hewer of wood, and a drawer of water: 


to him. 

¥. 7. Neverthele/s, bear thou now this word that 
I fpeak in thine ears, &c.| Tho’ this would be 
very acceptable to me, and I fhould be glad to have 
it fulfilled ; yet carefully attend to what I am 
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to obferve, as well as all prefent to liften to: and 
therefore it is added, and in the ears of all ihe peo- 
ple; that ftood round to hear the converfation that 
paffed between the two prophets. 

¥. 8. Lhe prophets that have been before me, and 
before thee of old, &c.] Such as I/aiah, Hofea, 
Joel, Amos, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zepoaniab,and — 
others: thefe prophefied both againft many countries, 
and againft great kingdoms, as Egypt, Babylon, Sy- 
ria, Ethiopia, Moab, &c. as Ifaiah particularly did: 
of war, and of evil, and of peftilence ; by evil, fome 
think is meant famine, becaufe that uftally goes 
along with the other mentioned, and there being 
but one letter in which the words for evil and fa- 
mine differ ; and now the prophets that prophefied 
of thefe were fent of God, wére the true prophets 
of the Lord; and therefore this ought not to be 
objected to the prejudice of Feremiah, that his pro- 
phecies were of this fort:, yea, if they fhould not 
come to pafs, yet a man is not to be counted a 
falfe prophet, becaufe fuch things are threatened in 
cafe nations do not repent of their fins and reform, 
which they may do; and then the evils threatened 
are prevented, as in the cafe of the Ninivites. 

¥. 9. The prophet which prophefieth of peace, &c.| 
Of profperity, of good things, as Hananiah did, 
and which are always acceptable to men; and fuch 
a prophet is agreeable to them : when the word of 
the Lord foall come to pafs; when the prophecy of 
good things, which he delivers’ in the name of the 
Lord, fhall be fulfilled: then /ball the prophet be 
known that the Lord hath truly fent him; and not 
till then ; it is the event that muft make it mani- 
feft: in the other cafe it may be in a good mea- 


‘| fure known before it comes to pafs, and whether 


it comes to pafs or no, that a prophet is a true 
prophet ; becaufe his prophecies are agreeable to 
the word, and the declared will of God; contain 
evils threatened on account of fin, and in order to 
bring men to repentance, which muft needs be 
right ; and befides, they have no intereft of their 
own to ferve, but run contrary to the ftream of 
the people, and-are expofed to their rage and cen- 
fure: whereas, a man that prophefies of peace, he 
is more to be fufpected of flattering the people, 
and of prophefying out of his own heart ; and no- 
thing but the event ‘can‘fhew him a true prophet 5 
which if he delivers witha provifo, that the peo- 
ple do not do that which is evil in the fight of 
God, to provoke him to deny them the pro- 
mifed good, is always certainly fulfilled; and if 
it is not, then he appears manifeftly a falfe pro- 
het. 

: y. 10. Then Hananiah the prophet took the yoke 
from.off the prophet Feremiah’s neck, &c.] Which 
he wore as a fymbol of the fubjection of Fudea, 
and other nations, to the king of Babylon : an im- 
pudent and -infolent action this was, to take the 
prophet’s yoke from his neck ; and the more fo, 
as it was by the command of God that he made 
it, and wore it: and brake it, being made of 
wood, as it afterwards appears, and fo might eafily” 
be broken. Mind . 

y. 11. And Hananiah fpake in the prefence of all 
the people, &c.] Explaining to them his meaning, 
in taking the yoke, and breaking it: /aying, thus 
faith the Lord, wickedly making ufe of the Lord’s 
name, to give countenance to his words and ac- 
tions: even fo will I break the yoke of Nebuchad- 
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nexzar king of Babylon from the neck of all nations, 
within the [pace of two full years, the time he had 
fixed for the bringing back of the veflels of the 
fan&tuary, ¥. 3: and the prophet Feremiah went his 
way; fhewing thereby his diffent from him, and 
his diflike and deteftation of his lies and blafphe- 
mies ; patiently bearing his affronts and infolence ; 
and prudently withdrawing to prevent riots and 


tumults ; returning no anfwer till he had received’ 


one from the Lord himfelf, which he quickly 
had. 
¥. 12, Then the word of the Lord came to Fere- 
miah the prophet, &c.] When in his own houfe or 
apartment, to which he retired; and this came to 
him either in a vifion or dream, or by fome articu- 
late voice, or by an impulfe upon his {pirit, directing 
him what to fay to the falfe prophet: after that 
Hananiah the prophet had broken the yoke from off 
ihe neck of the prophet Jeremiah ; how long after- 
wards is not known, perhaps the fame day; or 
however, it is certain it was in the fame year, and 
lefs than two months after, ¥. 17. and very pro- 
bably in a few hours after: /aying, as follows. — 
¥. 13. Go and.tell Hananiah, faying, thus faith 
the Lord, &c.}| Whofe name he had abufed; whofe 
prophet he had ill-treated ; and whofe prophecies 
he had contradiéted, and the fymbols of them had 
contumelioufly ufed: shou haft broken the yokes of 
wood ; or bonds, or the thongs; with which the 
yokes of wood were bound and faftened, as Kimchi 
interprets it: but thou Jbalt make for them yokes of 
iron, not Hananiah, but Jeremiah ; who fhould 
prophefy of a. more fevere bondage the nations 
fhould be brought into by Nebuchadnezzar, in di- 
rect contradiction to Hananiah’s prophecy ; inftead 
of wooden yokes, they fhould have: iron ones ; 
which fhould he heavier, and bear harder upon 
them, and which could not be broken nor taken 
off. 
¥. 14. For thus faith the Lord of hofts, the God 
of Irael, &c.] Under which titles he.is often 
fpoken of ; and which he ufes, when he delivered 
any thing to his prophets to declare.in his name 
to others: J have put a yoke of iron upon the neck 
of all thefe nations; mentioned in ch. xxvii. 3: 
that they may ferve Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, 
and they foall ferve him; dire€tly contrary to what 
Hananiah had prophefied, y. 11. that his yoke 
fhould be broke off from. them; but inftead of 
that, it fhould become heavier unto them, and 
they fhould be obliged to ferve him, whether they 
would or no; and refufing to pay tribute to him, 
fhould be carried captive by him, as had been 
foretold: and I have given him the beafts of the 
field alfo; as he had faid -he would, ch. xxvii. 6. 
and which is repeated, to fhow that the whole 
would be punctually fulfilled ; that not only thofe 
nations, the men, the inhabitants of them, would. 
be delivered to.him , but even the very cattle, and 
all that belonged to them. 
¥. 15. Then faid Feremiah the prophet unto Ha- 
naniah the prophet, &c.| The falfe prophet, as he 
_is again called by the Targum, and in the Syriac 
verfion,; where he went to him, and met with him, 
whether in the temple or elfewhere, is not. men- 
tioned ; very probably in fome public place, that 
there might be witnefles of what was faid ; for it 
was for the conviction of others, as well-as for his 
own confufion, the following things are obferved. 


4 YY FOI lora lignea, Junias & Tremellius. 
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Hear NOW, Hananiah, the Lord hath not sent theey r 


tho’ he {poke in his name, and pretended a mifion 
from him, when he had. none, which was abomi- 
nable wickednefs: but thou makeft this people to truft 
in a lie, that the Lord would break off the yoke 
of the king of Babylon, and free the nations from 
fervitude to him, particularly udea ; and that the 
king, and his princes, and people, and the vefitls 
of the temple, carried away with him, would be 
returned within two years; this the people de- 
pended on as coming from the Lord, when he 
was not fent by him. 

¥. 16. Therefore thus faith the Lord, &¢.] Be- 
caufe of this heinous offence, in lying in the name 
of the Lord, and deceiving the people: bebald, I 
will caft thee from off the face of the earth; with 
the utmoft indignation and abhorrence, as not 
worthy to live upon it: it fignifies that he fhould 
die, and that not a natural, but violent death, by 
the immediate hand of God, by fome judgment 
upon him ; and fo be by force taken off the earth, 
and buried in it, and be no more feen on it: shis 


year thou fhalt die; within the prefent year, reekon- 


ing from this time ; fo that had he died any time. 
within twelve months from hence, it would have 
been fufficient. to have verified theprophecy : de- 
caufe thou haft taught rebellion againft the Lord; to 
defpife his word by his prophet ; to contradiét his 
will; to refufe fubjection to the king of Babylon ; 
to neglect his inftructions, directions, and exhor- 
tations ; and to believe a hie. 

¥. 17. So Hananiah the prophet died the fame 
yegr, &c.] That he had delivered out his pro- 
phecy ; the fame year in which Yeremiah faid he 
fhould die; which proved him to be a falfe pro- 
phet, and Feremiah to be a true one: in the feventh 
month , it was two months after he had prophe- 
fied ; for it was in the fifth month that he prophe- 
fied, and in the feventh he died; not after feven 
months, as Z/eodoret remarks, but in two months; 
fo he that prophefied, that within two years what 
he foretold would come to pafs, in two months: 
time dies himfelf,. according to the word of the 
Lord, and his prophecies die with him. - The 
Fewifh, writers move a difficulty. here} ‘how he 
fhould be faid to die the fame year, when} the 


feventh month was. the beginning of another year; 


for the civil year of the Jews began from the fe-, 
venth month, or the month Zi/ri,; as’ their eccle- 
fiattical year from the month Nifan or Adib. To 
folve this, they obferve, a tradition, that he died, 
the laft day of the fixth month, or the eve of the: 
new year ; and ordered; his fons and his -fervants,: 
before his death, to hide it, and not bring him) 


out to be buried till after the year was begun, to 


make Feremiah a liar : to,which agrees the Tar- 
gum, both of the claufe in the preceding verie, 
and this; the formerjof which it pair 
‘« this year thou fhalt die; and in the other yeat 
“< (or the year following)..thou fhalt be buried,” 
and this verfe thus, ‘‘.and. Haneniab hei 
‘* phet died this year, and was buried in the fe- 
«« venth month :” but there was no occafion to 
raife fuch a difficulty,. fince. it wo een 
enough to have verified the predi that he 
died any time within the twelve months from the: 
date of it ; and _befides, . phe fee ea the- 
difficulty greater, and contradiéts - Ty text, 
which fays, he died in the Pinan eed wip 
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HIS chapter contains a letter of Feremiah to 

the captives in Badylon; and gives an ac- 
count of another fent from thence by Shemaiah to 
the people at Feru/falem; and is clofed with threat- 
ning him with punifhment for fo doing. ere- 
miab’s letter concerns both the captives at Babylon, 
and the people left at Ferufalem. The perfons to 
whom and by whom it was fent, and the time of 
writing and fending it, are mentioned in y. 1, 2, 
3. and tho’ the prophet was the amanuenfis, God 
was the author of it, as well as of their captivity, 
y. 4. the contents of it, refpecting the captives, 
are advices to them, to provide for their comfort- 
able fettlement in Babylon, and not think of re- 
turning’ quickly, by building houfes, planting gar- 
dens, marrying, and giving in marriage, y. 5, 6. 
and to feek and pray for the profperity of the place 
where they were, in which their own ‘was con- 
cerned, y. 7. to give no heed to their falfe pro- 
phets and diviners, ¥. 8, 9. and to expect a return 
to Ferufalem at the end of 70 years; which they 
might -be affured of, fince God had refolved upon 
it in his own mind, ¥. ro, 11. and efpecially if 
they called upon, him, prayed to him, and fought 
him heartily, ¥. 12, 13, 14. the other part of the 
letter refpects the Jews in Ferufalem ; concerning 
whom the captives are directed to obferve, that 
both the king and people fhould fuffer much by 
fword, famine, peftilence, and captivity, with the 
reafon of it, ¥. 15, 16, 17, 18, 19. particularly it 
is foretold, that Abab and Zedekiah, two lying pro- 
phets, fhould be made an example of vengeance ; 
and a proverbial curfe fhould be taken of them, 
becaufe of their villany, leudnefs, and lies, ¥. 20, 
21, 22, 23. next follows fome account of Sbhe- 
maiah’s letter from Babylon, to the people and 
priefts at Ferufalem, ftirring them up againft Fere- 
miab the prophet; which came to be known, by 
the priefts reading it to him, y¥. 24, 25,.26, 27, 
28, 29. upon which Shemaiah is threatened with 
punifhment, and his feed after him, y. go, 31, 


32. 


¥. 1. Now thefe are the words of the letter that 


Seremiah the prophet fent from Ferufalem, &c.|] The | 


argument and tenour, the fum and fubftance, of 
an epiftle, which the prophet eremiab, being at 
Ferufalem, wrote, under the infpiration of God, to 
his countrymen abroad, afterwards defcribed ; fo 
the prophets under the Old Teftament inftructed 
the people, fometimes by their fermons and dif- 
courfes delivered by word of mouth to them, and 
fometimes by letters and epiftles ; as did the apo- 
ftles of the New Teftament; and they were both 
ways ufeful and profitable to men: unto the refidue 
of the elders which were carried away captive; fome 
perhaps dying by the way, and others quickly after 
they came to Babylon ; fome were left, who had 
been rulers or civil magiftrates in Fudea, and per- 
haps of the great Sanhedrim : and to the priefts, and 
to the prophets ; falfe prophets, as the Syriac ver- 
fion ; for we read only of one true prophet that 
was carried captive, and that was Ezekiel, but of 
falfe prophets feveral : and to all the people, whom 
Nebuchadnezzar had carried away captive from Fe- 
rufalem to Babylon, which was eleven or twelve 


years before their laft captivity thither. This was | this letter was an interefting one to them 


‘ 


a catholic epiftle, common to all the captives, of 
every rank and clafs, age or fex. . 

¥. 2. After that Feconiah the king, &c.| Of Fu- 
dah, the fame with Feboiachin, who was carried 
captive into Babylon when he had reigned but three 
months: and the queen; not Fecontah’s wite, for 
he had none; but his mother, whofe name was 
Nebufhta, and who was carried captive with him; 
2 Kings xxiv. 8,12: and the eunuchs ; or chamber- 
lains to the queen; the Targum calls them princes; 
thefe were of the king’s houfhold, his courtiers ; 
and fuch perfons have been every where, and in.all 
ages, court-favourites : and the princes of Fudab 
and Ferufalem, the noblemen and grandees of the 
nation : and the carpenters, and the /miths were de- 
parted from Ferufalem,; whom Nebuchadnezzar took 
with him, partly for his own ufe in his own coun- 
try; and partly that the Fews might be deprived 
of fuch artificers, that could affitt in fortifying 
their city, and providing them with military wea- 
pons ; fee the note on ch. xxiv. 1. 

¥. 3.° By the band of Elafah the fon of Shapban, 
&c.] Perhaps the brother of Abikam, and of Faa- 
zaniab, ch. xxvi. 24. Ezek. viii. 11 : and Gema- 
riah the fon of Hilkiah; to diftinguifh him from 
Gemariah the fon of Shaphan the {cribe, ch. xxxvi. 
10: whom Zedekiah king of Fudab fent unto Baby- 
lon, to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, as his em- 
baffadors, on what account it is not certain ; per- 
haps to pay the tribute-money to him ; or to treat 
with him about the reftoration of fome of the cap- 
tives ; or to cultivate friendfhip, and promife fub- 
miffion, and that he would faithfully keep the co- 
venant he had made with him: and perhaps he 
might be jealous of ecoviah ufing his intereft with 
the king of Babylon for his reftoration, whieh could 
not be acceptable to Zedekiab; and this might be 
one reafon why he admitted his meflengers to carry 
Feremiah’s letter to the captives, if he knew of it, 
or faw it; fince it exhorted them not to think of 
a return, but provide for a long continuance where 
they weré ; however, by the hand of thefe meffen- 
gers Jeremiah fent his letter.to them: /aying, as 


tollows. 


¥. 4. Thus faith the Lord of -hofts, the God of I/- 
rael, &c.|. For the letter was written by the order 
of the Lord, was indited by him, and was fent in 
his name, the prophet was only his amanuenfis 5 
and the titles which, the Lord here takes are wor- 
thy of notice: the Lord of hofts; of the armies 
above and below, that does according to his plea- 
fure in heaven’ and in earth, with whom nothing 
is impoffible ; who could eafily deftroy the ene- 
mies of his people, and deliver them, either im- 
mediately by his power, or mediately by means 
of armies on earth, whom he could affemble, and 
fend at pleafure; or by legions of angels at his 
command : the God of I/rael, their covenant God§ 
who {till continued to be fo, notwithftanding their 
fins and tranfereffions, and tho’ in captivity in a 
foreign land; and a good hint this, to preferve 
them from the idolatry of the country they were 
in, and to obferve unto them that he only was to 
be worfhipped by them: wxto all that are carried 
away captives; or, to all of the captivity, or, to the 
whole captivity’ high and low, rich and beer 

all : 
whom 


r =n by univerfe migrationi, Schmidt ; omni tranfmigrationi, Pagninus, Montanus. 
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awhom Ihave caufed to be carried away from feru- 
falem unto Babylon, for tho’ their fins and iniqui- 
ties were the moving, meritorious and procuring 
caufes of their captivity ; and Nebuchadnezzar and 
his army the inftruments ; yet God was the effi- 
cient caufe: the Chaldeans could never have car- 
tied them captive, if the Lord had, not willed it, 
or had not done it by them; for there is no evil 
of this kind ix a city, and the Lord hath not done 
it, Amos iii. 6. 
¥. 5. Build ye boufes, and dwell in them, 8c.) 
Intimating hereby, that they muft not expect a 
return into their own land in any fhort time, but 
that they fhould continue many years where they 
were; fuggefting alfo, that as they had ability, fo 
._ they fhould have liberty, of building themielves 
houfes ; nor fhould they be interrupted by. their 
enemies; nor would their houfes be taken from 
them, when built; but they fhould dwell peace- 
ably and quietly in them, as their own; which 
they might affure themfelves of from the Lord, 
who gives thefe, and the following direftions: and 
plant gardens, and eat the fruit of them; and live 
as comfortably as you can in a foreign country ; 
plant your gardens with vines. and pomegranates, 
. and all forts of fruitful trees the country produces ; 
and fear not the fruit being taken away from you ; 
depend upon it, you fhall eat the fruit of your 
own labour, and not be deprived of it. 
¥. 6. Take ye wives, and beget fons and daugh- 


ters, &c.] That is, fuch as had no wives, who} 


were either batchelors or widowers ; not that they 
were to take wives of the Chaldeans, but of thofe 
of their own nation ; for inter-marriages with hea- 
thens were forbidden them; and this they were to 
do, in order to propagate their pofterity, and keep 
up a fucceffion: and take wives for your fons, and 
give your daughters to hufbands ,; or men*; preferv- 
ing and eftablifhing the right of parents to give 
their children in marriage, and pointing to them 
their duty to provide fuitable yoke-fellows for 
them ; and hereby is fignified, that not only they, 
but their children after them, fhould continue in 
this ftate of captivity: that they may bear fons and 
daughters, that ye may be increafed there, and not 


diminifoed , like their anceftors in Egypt, who grew | 


very numerous amidft: all their afflictions and 
bondage. 
¥.7. And feck the peace of the city, &c.] The 
profperity and happinefs of Babylon, or any other 
city in Chaldea, where they were placed: this they 
were to do by prayer and fupplication to God, and 
by all other means that might be any ways condu- 
cive to the good of the ftate where they were : whi- 
ther I have caufed you to be carried away captives ; 
and as long as they continued fo ; for being under 
the proteétion of the magiftrates of it, tho’ hea- 
thens, they owed them fubmiffion, and were under 
obligation to contribute to their peace and welfare : 
and pray unto the Lord for it, the city, where they 
dwelt ; for the continuance, fafety, peace and pro- 
fperity of it ; and therefore much more ought the 
“natives of a place to féek and pray for its good, 
and do all that in them lies to promote it; and 
fill more fhould the faints and people of God 
pray for the peace of Ferufalem, or the church of 
God, where they are born, and brought up in‘a 
{piritual fenfe ; {ee 1 Tim. ii. 1, 2. P/, CR. Gay, 
8,9: for in the peace thereof foall ye have peace ; 


was no doubt of its, performance, { 
faithful who. has promifed, and is 


was in fafety and profperity, was ina flourifhing 
condition, as to its health and trade, they would 


partake more or lefs with them of the fame advan- 


tages; and on the other hand, fhould they be 
diftreffed with the fword, famine or peftilence, or 
any grievous calamity, they would be involved in 
the fame. - 

¥.8. For thus faith the Lord of hofts, the God of 
Trael, &c.] See the note on y¥. 4: let not your 
prophets and your diviners, that be in the. midfi of 
you, deceive you; their falfe prophets, as the Zar- 
gum and there were many fuch in the captivity ; 
fee Ezek. xiii. 2, 3, 4. and fuch who pretended to 
divine and foretel future things, and fo impofe 
upon the people, who were too apt to believe 
them ; thefe infinuated, that in a little time they 
fhould have their liberty, and return to their own 
land again, contrary to the prophecies that came 
from the Lord himfelf: merther hearken to your 
dreams which ye caufe to be dreamed ; for that of a 
fpeedy return to their own land, was-no other than 
a dream, which they both dreamed themfelves ; 
their thoughts running on it in the day-time, they 
dreamed of it at night ; and fancied it was from 
the Lord ; a divine dream ; and fo built much upon 
it; and alfo which they encouraged the falfe pro- 
phets and diviners to dream, and tell their dreams, 
by their liftening to them, and being pleafed with 
them, giving credit to them as if they came from 
God. 

¥.9. For they prophefy falfly unto you in my name, 
&c.] They. pretended to have the authority of 
God for what they faid; that their prophefies and) 
dreams were from him, and as fuch they delivered 
them in his name; tho’ they were falfe ones ; that 
they might be the better received by the people : 
Ihave not Jent them, faith the Lord; they had no 
miffion or commiffion from the Lord, no warrant 
or authority from him; they fet up themfelves ; 
and ran without being fent; and prophefied out 
of their own hearts, what came into their heads, 


|the fancies of their own brain, or the delufions 


of fatan, under whofe power and. influence they” 
were; therefore fad niuft be the cafe of a people 


| giving heed to fuch feducing fpirits. 


¥.10. For thus faith the Lord, that after feventy 
years be accomplifbed at Babylon, 8ec.]. Thefe feventy 


| years are not to be reckoned from the laft captivity 


under Zedekiah ; nor‘from the precife prefent time ; 
nor from the firft of Feconiab’s captivity ; but from 
the fourth’ year of Feboigkim, and the firft of Ne- 
buchqadnezzar, when he firft came, up. ainft Te > 
rufalem, fee ch. xxv. 1,2, 11: J will vifit yous in 
a way of mercy, by ftirring up Gras king of Per- 
fia, to grant them their liberty : and perform my 
good word tewards you, in canfing you to return Mt 
this place; meaning the. promife of return. f 
their captivity to their own land; whi 
good word of promife, a promife of 
which was good news to them, and;o 


form... It was from hence, and ch. xxs 
that Daniel learned the time. of the, captivity 
the. returm from it, “Dam. ix.2,. ». «, 
y. 11. For I know. the thoughts that 
wards you, faith the Lord, &c.] 
and refolutions of his. heart, concert 


fare, particularly the reftoration to their, 


which is an argument taken from felf-intereft ; in- | own land; thefe were wit in him, and known to, ¥ 
imating, that whilft the city in which they were! him, and him only; they were remembered by 2 
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him, and continued with him, as the thoughts of | them: Some render it, ax expelted reward»; which 


his heart are to all generations; and fo would not 
fail of being performed; men think, and forget 
what they have thought of, and fo it comes to 
nothing ; but thus it is not with God; he has 
taken up many thoughts in a way of love, grace 
and mercy, concerning finful men; about their 
election in Chrift ; a provifion of all fpiritual blef- 
fings for them; redemption and falvation by Chrift; 
their effectual vocation, adoption and eternal. life : 
thoughts of peace, and not of evil; or, for evil‘; 
thefe thoughts were concerning the temporal peace 


and profperity of the Fews in Babylon, and not of 


any thing to their hurt ; yea, even their captivity 
was for their good, ch. xxiv. 5. and thoughts con- 
cerning his fpiritual J/rae/, their peace and recon- 
ciliation with God, and the manner of bringing 
it about, by the blood, fufferings and death of his 
Son in human nature, with whom he confulted 
and agreed about this matter; and concerning their 
inward {piritual peace of mind and confcience now; 
and their eternal peace hereafter : nor does he ever 
think of evil for them; whatever evil he thinks 
towards others, angels or men, he thinks none 
towards them; and whatever evil befals them, he 
means it for good, and it does work for good 
unto them; he can’t think otherwife concerning 
them, confiftent with his everlafting and unchange- 
able love to them ; fince he has defigned fo 
much good for them, does fo much to them, and 


has fo much to beftow upon them. The iffue of 


all which is, to give you an expected end; a very 
defirable one ; fuch as they wifhed, and hoped to 
have, and expected; fuch as would put an end to 
all their troubles, and put them into the enjoyment 
of all good things promifed, and waited for. This, 
in the myftical fenfe, may have reference to the 
Meffiah, in whom all God’s thoughts of peace, 
concerning his fpecial people, iffue; he is the 
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, of 
all things; of all things in creation; of the fcrip- 
qures, promifes and prophefies of it; the end of 
the law for righteoufne/s; the fulfiling end of it, by 
his obedience, and fufferings, and death ; and who 
was to come, and did come, at the end of the 
Fewifo world, at the end of their civil and eccle- 
fiaftical ftate : he was long promifed and prophe- 
fied of, and was much waited for and expected, 
by the faints before the flood; from thence to 
Mofes ; from Mofes to David, from David to the 
Babylonifh captivity ; from thence to the times of 
his coming, when there was a general expectation 
of him ; and this expected end was then given, as 
an inftance of God’s grace and good-will to men. 
It may alfo be applied to falvation by Chrift; the 
end of all God’s gracious purpofes and defigns ; 
the end of the covenant of grace, the provifions, 
bleffings and promifes of it; the end of Chrift’s 
coming into the world, and of his obedience and 
death; the end of his prayers and preparations 
now in heaven; and the end of the faith of the 
faints on earth: this is an end hoped, waited for, 
and expected by faith; and for which there is 
good reafon; fince it is wrought out, prepared 
and promifed ; faints are heirs of it; and now it 
is nearer than when they believed; and will be 
beftowed as a free grace-gift, thro’ Jefus Chrift 
our Lord ; and will be enjoyed as the iffue and re- 
fult of God’s eternal thoughts of peace concerning 


* ay5 m5) & non in malum, Montanus, Cocceius, Schmidt. 


_ expectatam, Pifcator; fo Ben Melech. 
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is givén at the end of the work; others, pofterity 
and hope”, a numerous pofterity; and hope and 
expectation of good things from the Lord, pro- 
mifed in the days of the Meffiah. 

¥.12. Then fhall ye call upon me; &e.] When 
the expected end is about to be given; when God 
intends, and is about to beftow a mercy, he gives 
his people a fpirit of prayer to afk for it; and 
even the promife of it is a confiderable argument 
to encourage and engage more to pray for it: and 


ye foall go and pray unto me, walk in my ways; 


fo Farchi, Kimchi, and Ben Melech , or rather, ye 
fhall go into your private clofets, or ‘into thofe 
public places where prayer was wont to be made, 
and there put up your petitions; or it may be, 
the meaning is, that they fhould continue praying 
unto him; fhould pray without ceafing, until they 
enjoyed the bleffing, and had the expected end 
given them: and I will. bearken unto you; God is 
a God hearing prayer; he liftens to the requefts 
of his people, and anfwers them in his own time 
and way; which is no {mall encouragement to 

pray unto him. 
¥.13. And ye fall feek me, and find me, &c.} 
When perfons feek the Lord aright, they always 
find him ; aGod hearing prayer; a God in Chrift; be- 
{towing favours upon them ; granting them his pre- 
fence ; indulging them in-communion with him; 
and favouring them with frefh fupplies of his grace, 
and every thing needful for them; every mercy 
temporal and {piritual; that is, when they feek 
him in Chrift, who is the only way to the Father, 
under the guidance and influence of the blefied 
Spirit ; in the exercife of faith upon him and his 
promifes; with fervency of fpirit, and ardor of 
mind ; with diligence and importunity; with ears 
neft defires and ftrong affections; and as follows, 
with all fincerity of foul: when ye shall fearch for 
me with all your heart; which, as Calvin rightly 
obferves, does not defign perfection, but integrity 
and fincerity; when they draw nigh with a true 
heart, and call.upon him in truth, and fearch for 
him with eagernefs, with a hearty defire to find 
him, as men fearch for gold, and filver, and hid 
treafure. . 
y.14. And I will be found of you, faith the Lord, 
&c.] As he is; when his favour is fhewn, his 
prefence is enjoyed, and the blefling fought for is 
obtained : and I will turn away your captivity ; this 
defigns the captivity of Feconiah, or of the Fews 
that were carried captive with him ; and which had 
its accomplifhment, when the Jews returned to 
their own land, upon the edict of Cyrus: and I 
will gather you from all the nations, and from all the 
places whither I have driven you, faith the Lord; 
for tho’ the greateft part might be carried to Ba- 
bylon, and continue there; yet others might be 
removed, or remove, into other countries; and 
befides, this may refpect their brethren who fhould 
come into captivity, and return with them at the 
end of the feventy years ; for the expreffions are 
very large and general: and I will bring you agaim 
into the place whence I caufed you to be carried away 
captive; that is, Ferufalem, and the land of Fudea ; 
tho” the Vulgate Latin verfion renders it, ** and I 
“© will make you to return from the place to which 
«© T have caufed you to go captive ;” meaning 
Babylon. The fenfe comes to the fame; but the 
. common 
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* Pofteritatem & {pem, Schmidt. 
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éorfiiton reedbing is moft-agreeable to the Hebrew 


COXEY OD ceTo gsIOW Oh he 
¥. 150 Bécanfe ye bave aid, &c.| That is, fome 


of them. for here the Lord, by the prophet, turns) 


from the godly among the captives, whom ‘he had 
been advilind, encouraging and comforting. before, 
to thofe who gave heed?tc 
promifed them a fpeedy recurn to their -own land, 
and which they believed3 ‘and therefore rejected 


and defpifed the prophecies of Feremiab, and others =) 


the Lord hath raifed us up: prophets in Babylon 3and 
therefore ftood in no: need of other prophets that 
were in Fudea, ot in Serufalem, nor fhould‘hearken 
to them; but believe thofe that -wefe® raifed up 
among themfelves, rather’ than others at a di- 
ftance;':and ‘tho’ thefe were falfe prophets; yet 
being fuch that prophefied to them ‘things that 
were agreeable, they were willing to believe them, 
and to confider them, and. receive them, as’ pro- 
phets fént of God, ‘when they were nots 

¥. 16) Know that thus faith the Lord, &c.] Or 
for, ot wherefore thus faith the Lord*; for the 
word snow, is notin the text, and feems needlefs 5 
tho’ it is alfo fupplied by other interpreters'y.: ‘The 
words .are \illative, and follow upon the former ; 
and the fenfe is, that fince they gave heed to their 
falfe prophets! in Badylon, who told them that they 
fhould: quickly returm; : therefore the Lord fent the 
following meflage to them, informing them, that 
it was fo far from being: true, that they fhould in 
a fhort time return to Ferufalem ;‘ that, on the other 
hand, they:that were there fhould foon be with 
them in captivity, or be deftroyed: of, or concern- 
ing the king that fitteth on the throne of David; that 
is, Kine Zedekiah, who was then the reigning king 
at Ferujalems and of all the people that dwelleth in 
this city; the city Ferufalem, where Feremiab was, 
and’ from whence this letter was written in the 
name of the Lord to the captives at Babylon: and 
of your brethren that are not gone forth with you into 
captivity ; that lived’ in the feveral parts of the 
land of Fudea, who were left behind; and not car- 
ried captive, when thofe were to whom thefe words 
are directed. 


¥. 17. Thus faith the Lord of hofts, behold, I will 


fend upon them the fword, &c.| The fword of the 


Chaldeans, by which many of them fhould fall, as’ 


they did.. The Targum is, ** I will fend upon 
*¢ them thofe that kill with the fword ;” who, 
tho’ they were prompted to come againft the ews 
thro’ a natural and ambitious defire of conquering 
and plundering, yet were fent of God ; nor would 
they have come, had he not willed and fuffered it : 
the famine, and the peftilence ; to deftroy others that 
efcaped the fword ; both thefe raged, whilft Feru- 
falem was befieged by the Chaldeans : and will make 
them like vile figs that cannot be eaten, they are fo 
evil; to ‘which they are compared, ch. xxiv. 8. 
The ‘fenfe is, that as they had made themfelves 
wicked and: corrupt like naughty and rotten figs, 
fo the Lord would deal with them as men do with 
fuch, caft them away, as good for nothing. The 
_word * for wile, fignifies fomething horrible ; and 
defigns fuch figs fo bad, that they even ftrike the 
eater of them with horror. 
¥: 18. And I will perfecute them with the fword, 
with the famine, and with the peftilence, &c. | Bg 
follow afier* them fach as fhould make their efeape 
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heed to the falfe prophets, who" 


PA | Ch. xxix. . ee oe 


out Of the'éityy and go into Beipt or other couns| 


|tries, for fhelter and fafety, fhould be purfued by: 


the-vengeance of God; and fhould fall by: fword;" 
famineror peftilence, invother places: arid will de> 
liver thém fachias fhould not petifh by the above-' 
mentioned ‘calamities + ro de removed to all the king=* 
doms: of \thé earth , where they thould be feattered, 
and fivetintexile: or, for a /haking to all the king’ 


doms of the earth»; who:fhould fhake‘and tremble - 


at fuch’a dreadful fpectacle of vengeance; or ra~’ 
ther, théy\fhould: fhake and tremble’at the wrath 
of God upon ther jorelf theit enemies; amor 
whom they: fhould:be;fhould shake their heads ae. 
themjby way of infult; and’ triumph over'them + 
to be a curse, and an-oftonifiment, and uh bifine; and 
a reproach among all-the nations whither I have driven 
thems. where men fhall lookat then with amazes 
ment,’ and curfe: them, and hifs'atthem, and re= 
proach them, as the off-{courine of ‘the world, 

yt. 19. Becaufe they have not hearkened tomy words; 
faith the Lord, &c.} Which were fpokenito them 
bythe prophets’; not hearkening’ to ‘them but de- 
fpifing them, were the‘fame as not hearkening to 
him, and: defpifing-hinty contempt ‘of Ged, and 
his word, was the caufe of their ruin 5 fee 2 Cbrom! 
XXXVI. 15,16: whith I fent unto them by my fers 
vants the prophets’; fuch as Hofea, Taiaby: Micabs - 
Jeremiah, and others: rifing up early, and fending 
them; which denotes the frequency of their mi 
fion ; the diligent:care of God towards them ; and 
his -earneft ‘folicitude for their welfare; and the 
plenty of means they were fayoured’with; all which 
were agaravations of: their fin: but ye sbould not 
hear, faith the Lordy ‘the words of the Lord ‘by 
his prophets ; the counfél and admonitions hé gave 
them ; but purfued their own ways and ‘counfels; 
and liflened to the falfe:prophets, 

¥.20. Hear ye therefore the word of the Lord, 
&c.}' What he was now about to fay concerning 
their falfe prophets: all. ye of the’ captivity, whom 
I have fent from Ferufalem to Babylon ; all that were 
carried ‘captive along with Feconiah. ‘Some parts 
of this letter are directed to one fort of the cap- 
tives, and others to another fort of them; fome 
being good men, fome ‘bad; but what’ follows, 
all are called upon to obferve, good. and bad; it 
being a prediction of ‘a certain event,’ which they 
would fee fulfilled in a fhort time; and therefore 
might be of -fervice to them; to the godly, for 
the confirmation of them in the belief of what the 
Lord had promifed; and to the reft, to bring 
them off from giving heed to falfe prophets, that 
fhould hereafter arife: ae, er 

y.21. Thus faith the Lord of bofis, the God of ' 
Trael, &c.| See the note on ¥. 4: of Abab the 
jon of Kolaiah, and of Zedekiah the fon of Maafeiab, 
which prophefy a lie unto you; two falfe proph 
of whom we have no account any where elfe, but — 
here; and are, no doubt, the prophets, or how= 
ever two of them, that they of the captivity boafted 
of, that God had raifed unto them in Babylonyy. 1: 
The Yews* fay, and fo Ferom relates, that thef 
aré the two elders that attempted thé chaftity ‘: 


= oe 


Sifannab : behold, I wiil deliver them into the ! 


ey Org 


of Nebuchadréezzar king of Babylon, they thould 
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feized as feditious perfons ; which was fo permitted— 
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in providence, that they might be brought to pu- 
nifhment for*other fins. they were guilty of : and 
he foall flay them before your eyes; by roatting them 
with fire; ‘as follows, Mi Wa Oh bat ome 
¥.22. And of them foall be taken up-a' curfecby 
all the captivity of Fudab which are in Babylon, 8c.) 
A form of curfing ; when they curfed any one, or 


withed him ill, it thould be in’ fuch like ‘manner, 
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miab came tothe! Captives in Babylon; and after 
the return of'the mefféngers..from thence, who 
brought ‘account how it was recéived, and what 
umbrage it: gave to the falfe prophets s\/ayings as». 
follows; (di bluow on es...big My gist yon ‘oils 
¥.25. Thus fpeaketh the Lord. of bofts; the God 
of Ifrael, faying, Bec.) See the note ong: be- 
caufe. thou haft \fent: letters inthy name untovall the: 


as follows; fo odious and deteftable would thefe| people that ure at Ferufalem;, not in the name of 


men be afterwards to them, whom they, at) leaft 
fome of them, took to be ‘thé: prophets of) the 
Lord: the Lord make thee like Zedekiab,;.and like 
Abab, whom:the king of Babylon roafted in the fire; 
or burnt. them *; not.at once, but with a flow fire; 
fo the Maccabees were roafted,»2 Maccab..vii. 3. 
Burning perfons with fire, and: cafting them into 
a fiery: furnace, were ways. ufed by the Chaldeans 
in putting perfons to death, Dax. iil. 6. and.roaft- 
ing men.ata fire was ufed by the Chinefe*..<° 

y¥.23. Becaufe they have committed villany in If- 
rael, &c.| Or folly; as the. fins of adultery, 


the captives, whom) he .confiilted. not ; nor With 
Ezekiel the prophet of the Lord, who was ofthe. 
captivity ; but mhis own name, taking upon. him 
to direct and order what fhould be done in Feru- 
Salem... Thefeoletters were nt: very probably by 
the hands of the king’s meffengers, when they re- 
turned, whofe names:aré mentioned, yi 3. fome of 
them) were) fent: to: the: people, to fet them. againft 
the prophet: of the Lord, Feremiah, that! they might 
not give any heed: aiid:credit to him ;.:and/ others 
to the priefts, as follows :; and ta Zephaniah the fon 
of Maajeiah the prieft ; not the: high-prieft, but his 


and prophefying falfly are ‘afterwards mentioned. | /agam orideputy’; the fecond prieit, ashe is called, 


This was not the reafon why the king of. Babylon 
put them to death; tho’ the ews * have a ‘tra- 
dition, that they attempted the chaftity of: Nedu- 
chadnezzar’s daughter, for which reafon he ‘caft 
them into a furnace; but rather it was on ac- 
count of their. prophefying: immediate: deftruction 
to Babylon, and telling the captives. that they 
fhould. be -delivered in a. fhort time; and) ftir- 
ting them up to prepare;to go to their own 
land’; ‘but the reafons here given, are thofe which 
moyed the Lord to deliver.them into. the ‘hands 
of the king of Babylon for-their deftruction >and 
have committed adultery with their neighbours wives 3 
which was a piece of villainy, as well as folly ; 
and which abundantly fhewed, that thefe men were 
not the prophets of the Lord, or were fent by him, 
being fuch impure wretches: and have /poken lying 
words in my name, which I have not commanded 
them; as that the people fhould return to their 
own land in a fhort time ; this was another part of 
their villainy and folly, and for which they were 
given up into the hands of the king of Babylon 
to be punifhed: even I know, and am a witnefs, 
faith the Lord; for tho’ their adulteries might bé 
very fecretly committed, and their lying prophecies 
" were not feen to be fuch by the people in com- 
mon; yet God, who, is omnifcient, faw all their 
impurity, and knew all their lies and falfhood, and 
was, and would. be, a:fwift witnefs againft them, 
here and hereafter. The Targum is, ‘* and before 
«* me it is manifeft, and my word is a witnefs, 
$© faith the Lord.” nog? 
y¥.24. Thus fhalt thou fpeak to Shemaiah the Neke- 
lamite, &c.] Or, the dreamer*; becaufe he pre- 
tended to have dreams from the Lord ; ‘or becaufe 
what he delivered as prophecies, were mere dreams ; 
as that the captives fhould quickly return to their 
own land; fo Kimchi: but Farchi takes it to be 
the name of a place, from whence he was fo 
called; perhaps the place of his birth, or habita- 
tion formerly ; fo the Targum paraphrafing, ** who 
<< was of Halem;” he was another of the falfe 
prophets in Badylon. This latter part of the chap- 


ter is of a later date than the former; and refers’ 


to what was done after the above letter of Fere- 


4 Fanp)>) combuffit, Pagninus ; uftulayit, Munfter ; fo Ben Melech ‘fays the word fignifies burning. 
“¢ sabe ftultitiam, Vulg. Lat. Schmidt. 
y bron, quafi mon. fomniator fomniorum, Kimchi and Ben Melech. 
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ch, lit. 24. for: Seraiah was high-prieft, unlefs he 
was now become high-prieft; in his room. This 
Maafeiah was either his immediate parent, or €lfe 
the: head ofthat courfe. to which Zephaniah be« 
longed, as a common prieft, which was the twenty- 
fourth in order, 1 Chron. xxiv. 18: faying; as fol- 
lows, 
¥. 26. The Lord hath made thee prieft in the ftead 
of Feboiada the prieft, &cc.). The fame with Seraiah, 
who might have more names than one, and ¥e- 
hoiada be one of them, who either was removed, 
or carried captive; and this Zephaniah, his fagan 
or deputy, fucceeded him. Some think he refers 
to the famous Yebsiada in the times of Foa/h, a 
great ‘reformer; and that this man was another 
fuch an one for his zeal, or at leaft ought to be, 
which he would have him exert againft Feremiab ; 
but the former feems moft probable: that ye fhould 
be officers in the houfe of the Lord; or vifiters, or 
overfeers* there; that is, Zephaniah, and the reft 
of the priefts; or that he fhould fee to it, that 
there were proper officers fet there, to take care of 
it, and fuffer none to come in and prophefy there, 
to the hurt of the people, as he would infinuate : 
for every man that is mad, and maketh himfelf a pro- 
phet, or, againft every man“; to prevent all enthu- 
fiaftic perfons, and fuch as are troubled with a 
phrenfy in their brain, and fet up themfelves for 
prophets, from fpeaking in the name of the Lord ; 
fo the true prophets of old, and the apoftles of 
Chrift, and! faithful minifters of the word, have 
always been reprefented as befide themfelves, and 
as taking upon them an office that did not belong 
to them; and:therefore fhould be refltrained and 
perfecuted by the higher powers: that thou /houldft 
put bim in prifon, and in the frocks; the former of 
thefe words, according to the Hebrew, fignifies an 
engine or inftrument, in which the. neck was put, 
like our pillory ; and the latter, an iron inftrument 
for the hands, a manacle, or hand-cuff,.as Kimchi ; 
fee ch. xx. 2. tho’ this rather :better agtecs with the 
pillory, being a ftrait narrow place, in which the 
hands, feet and neck were put‘. 
y.27. Now therefore why' baft thou not reproved 
Jeremiah of Anathoth, 8c.) Not by words only, 
is ogebue 
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& T. Bab. Sanhedrin, fol. 93.'1. 
i Ey7H) infpectores, Cocceiusy 


adverfus omnem virum, Calvin; contra omnem virum, Schmidt. | © 9 


528 


but by actions; by beating and fcourging, by pil- 
lory or imprifonment, and fo reftraining him from 


ay 


a 


*, 


FERE MIA HT. Ch, xxix. ¥. 28—32. 


¥. 30. Then came the word of the Lord unto Fe+ 
remiah, &c.] After he had heard the letter read: 


prophefying to the people: which maketh himfelf \ faying ; as follows, 


a prophet unto you? takes upon him fuch an office, 
tho’ not fent of the Lord, as he would infinuate : 
this fhows the haughtinefs and infolence of the 
falfe prophets in Babylon, to affume fuch authority 
to’ themfelves, to diétate to the high-prieft, as 
Kimchi takes him to be, or however the fecond 
prieft, what he fhould do, and to rebuke him for 
not doing his office. 

¥.28. For therefore he fent unto us in Babylon, 
faying, 8cc.] That is, Jeremiah che prophet ; and 
this was the reafon, becaufe his mouth was not 
ftopped, and he reftrained from prophefying ; fo 
that Shemaiah lays all the blame on Zephaniah, and 
his brethren the priefts; who, had they done their 
duty, would have prevented Feremiah’s letter to 
the captives, as he fuggefts; the purport of which 
was, this captivity is long ; fo Kimchi, Abarbinel and 
Ben Melech tupply it; or, it is Jong ™; it will be a 
long time ere the captives fhall return to their 
own land ; and therefore they fhould not think of 
it, or provide for it; but, on the contrary, for 
their continuance in Babylon; giving the following 
advice: Luild ye boufes, and dwell in them, and 
plant gardens, and eat the fruit of them, referring 
to Feremiah’s letter, ¥. 5. fee the note there. 

y.29. And Zephaniah the prieft read this letter, 
&c.] Of Shemaiah’s to him, and the other priefts : 
in the ears of Feremiah the prophet , whether out of 
good-will, to let him know who were his enemies 
abroad ; or out of ill-will, to ftir up the people 
againft him; or in pretence of proceeding equit- 
ably with him; not taking him up, and punifh- 
ing him before he brought the accufation and 
charge again{t him ; and acquainted him who were 
his accufers, and what evidence there was, and 
heard what he had to fay in his own defence ; whe- 
ther one or the other is uncertain; however, by 
this means Yeremiah came to the knowledge of 
Shemaiah’s letter. 


¥. 31. Send to all them of the captivity, &c.] 
Another letter ; not to Shemaiah, but to the peo- 
ple, that they might all know that he was a falfe 
prophet; and how his lies were refented by the 
Lord; and what punifhment fhould be inflicted 
on him and his, on account of them: faying, thus 
faith the Lord concerning Shemaiah the Nebelamite ; 
the letter, tho’ wrote by the prophet, muft be 
fent in the name of the Lord, declaring what he 
would do with the perfon mentioned, and the rea-_ 
fon of it; which follows: becaufe that Shemaiah, 
hath prophefied unto you, and I fent him not, and he 
caufed you to truft in a lie, that they fhould ina 
very little time return from their captivity to Fe- 
rufalem. 

¥. 32. Therefore thus faith the Lord, &c.] Be-- 
caufe he prophefied without being fent of God, 
and prophefied lies, by which the people were de- 
ceived: behold, 1 will punifh Shemaiah the Nebela- 
mite, and bis feed, not him only, but his pofterity 
alfo: thus God fometimes vifits the fins of parents 
on their children, they being, as it were, a part of 
themfelves, and oftentimes partners with them in 
their iniquities: he Jhall not have a’man to dwell 
among this people; either at Babylon, or at Ferufa- 
lem, whither he had promifed a fpeedy return : 
neither fhall he behold the good that 1 will do for my 
people, faith the Lord, by returning them, after 
feventy years captivity, to their own land, and to 
the enjoyment of all their privileges, civil and re- 
ligious : Lecaufe he hath taught rebellion againft the 
Lord; or, a departure» from him ; taught men to 
revolt from him, and not give heed to his pro- 
phets ; to difbelieve what he faid by them, con- 
cerning their continuance in Babylon; which is 
called a rebellion againft him; and being fo hei- 
nous a crime, deferved the punifhment denounced 
on him and his; rebels and their offspring are 
punifhed among men. 


CG HA P. XXX. 


HIS chapter contains a prophecy of the call 

and converfion of the ews in the latter 
day; which being a matter of moment and im- 
portance, and that it might continue, and be read 
hereafter, it is ordered to be written in a book, 
¥.1, 2. the thing itfelf is expreffed by a return 
from captivity to their own land, y¥. 3. but pre- 
vious to this there would be moft dreadful times, 
as never were the like, ¥. 4, 5, 6,-7. yet there 
would be a deliverance from them, and from the 
yoke of the oppreffor; when the Zews fhould ferve 
the Lord God, and the true Meffiah, ¥. 8, 9. of 
which deliverance and falvation they are affured in 
the ftrongeft terms, tho’ all other nations fhould 
be made an end of, among whom they were, 
¥. 10, 11. and tho’ their cafe might feem to be 
defperate, ¥. 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17. neverthelefs 
they fhould be brought into a very comfortable and 
happy eftate; their city rebuilt; their offspring in- 
creafed; and religious worfhip eftablifhed; and 
above all, the Meffiah fhould be made known to 
them as their king and prieft, and they appear to 
be the Lord’s covenant-people, ¥. 18, 19, 20, 21, 22. 


2 TT PIAS longum 


Pifcator ; receflionem, Schmidt, 


eft, Pagninus, Cocceius, Schmidt. 


and the chapter is concluded with threatening utter 
deftruction to the wicked, y¥. 23, 24. 


y.1. The word that came to Feremiah from the 
Lord, &c.] ‘The word of prophecy, as the Zar- 
gum. Some make this to be the thirteenth fermon 
of the prophet’s-; *tis a confolatory one, as Kimchi 
obferves: /aying ; as follows, 

y.2. Thus fpeaketh the Lord God of Ifrael, &c.J 
Who is their covenant-God ; has not forgotten 
them ; ftill has a regard for them; and fpeaks 
after the following comfortable manner concerning 


them: faying, write thee all the words that I have 


Jpoken unto thee in a book ; being things of confe- 
quence, that they might remain to after ages 
and be read to the ufe, comfort and edification of 
the Lord’s people, in times to come; and be a 
fupport to their faith and hope, as well as be a 


teftimony of the truth and faithfulnefs of God. — 


Some think this charge refers to all the prophecies 
that go before, as well as follow after, to put them_ 
all together in a book or roll, that they might be 
preferved; tho’ others think it refers only to the 
prefent 
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prefent prophecy.; and fo Kimchi interprets it; write 
all the words, that I am now peaking unto thee.°, in 
a book ; which fhould come, to pafs in the latter 
day. So Yobn is bid to write ina book what he 
faw; the things that are,.and fhall. be hereafter, 
Rev. i, 11, 19. ; , 

¥.3. For.lo,.the days come, faith the Lord, &c.] 
And they are yet to come 3the prophecy is not 
yet fulfilled. .. Kimchi fays this belongs to the days 
of the Meffiah.:. but not to his firft coming, or to 


_his coming in the flefh, which the ews vainly ex- 


pect ; but to his fpiritual coming in the latter day: 
that I will bring again the captivity of my people 
Tjrael, and Judah, faith the Lord; which cannot 
be underftood of their return from the Babylonifh 
captivity » fer;,as Kimchi rightly obferves, only 
Judah and Benjamin returned from thence; and 
tho’ there were fome few of the other tribes that 
came with them, efpecially of the tribe of Levi, 
yet not fufficient to anfwer-to fo great a prophecy 
as this, which refers to the fame time as that in 
Hof. iii. 5. as appears by comparing that with the 
gth verfe of this chapter; and when, as the apo- 
ftle Paul fays, all I/rael fhall be faved, Rom. xi. 25: 
and I will caufe them to return to the land that I 
gave to their fathers, and they fhall poffe/s it; the 
Jand of Canaan, given to Abrabam, Ifaac ad Fa- 
cob ; and which fhall be again poffefled by the Jews 
their pofterity ; for, without fuppofing that the 
ews upon their call and converfion fhall return 
to their own. land, in a literal fenfe, I fee not 
how we can underftand this, and many other pro-_ 
phecies. 

¥.4. And thefe are the words that the Lord {pake 
concerning Ifrael, and concerning Fudab.| Which 
follow in this chapter, and the next; firft con- 
cerning J/rae/, the ten tribes ; and then concerning 
the two tribes of Fudah and Benjamin, even con- 
cerning all J/rael, whereas, if this prophecy only 
refpects the return from the captivity in Babylon, 
there is very little in it which concerns the ten 
tribes, or but a very few of them. The words 
may be rendered, wuto Ijrael, and unto Fudah, as 
being the perfons to whom they were directed, as 
well as were the fubjects of them. 

y¥. 5. For thus faith the Lord, &c.] Yet what 
follows are the words of others ; wherefore fome 
fupply it, for thus faith the Lord, the nations shall 
fay; fo Kimchi and Ben Melech interpret it, as 
what the Geutiles will fay in the times of the Mef- 
fiah ; but it might be better fupplied, ye /hall fay ; 
that is, J/rael and Judah; to whom the words of 
the Lord are fpoken in the preceding verfe; or 
élfe the Lord here perfonates his people, faying : 
we have heard a voice of trembling, of fear, and not 
of peace; which is to be underftood, not of the 


- fear and dread injected into them by the Babylonians 


when they befieged their city, and burned that, 
and their temple; nor of the fear and dread which 
came upon the Babylonians at the taking of their 
city by Cyrus, upon which followed the deliverance 
of the Fews. Kimcbi interprets this of fomething 
yet future, the war of Gog and Magog, which he 
fuppofes will be when their Meffiah comes ; and 
Farchi fays, it is fo underftood in their Midra/h 
Agadab. This diftrefs, I think, refers to the flay- 
ing of the witneffes, and to that hour of tempta- 
tion which fhall come upon all the earth to try 
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the inhabitants of it; and which will be followed 
with the deftruction of antichrift; and that will 
make way. for the call and converfion of the 
Jews. 

¥.6. Ak ye now, and fee whether a man doth 
travail with child, &c.] Look into the hiftories 
of former times, enquire of thofe moft, verfed in 
them, whether ever there was fuch a thing in the 
wotld, as that a man fhould travail with child; 
afk one and another, you fee in diftrefs, whether 
that is their cafe or no, which looks fo much like 
it; and fince there never was fuch an inftance, nor 
is it poffible that there fhould: wherefore do I fee 
every man with bis hands on bis loins, as a woman 
in travail; the ufual pofture of women in fuch a 
condition, trying hereby to abate their pain, and 
eafe themfelves. This metaphor is made ufe of, 
both to exprefs the fharpnefs and fhortnefs of this 
diftrefs,; as the pains of a woman in travail are 
very fharp, yet fhort, and when over, quickly for- 
gotten ; and fo it will be at this time; it will bea 
{harp trial of the church and people of God; but 
it will laft but for a fhort time; and the joy and 
happy times that will follow, will foon caufé it 
to be forgotten: aud all faces are turned into pale-- 
nefs ? at the departure of the blood, thro’ fear and 
trembling. The Septuagint and Vulgate Latin ver- 
fions render it, the yellow jaundice 3 their faces were 
of the colour of fuch perfons that have that difeafe 
upon them; or, as others, the green ficknefs. 
Some render it, the king’s evil 4, 

¥.7. Alas! for that day is great, &c.] For 
forrow and diftrefs: /o that none is like it ;. fuch 
were the times of Yerufalem’s fiege and deftruction: 
by the Romans; and which was an emblem of 
thofe times of trouble from antichrift in the latter 
day; fee Matt. xxiv. 21, 22. Dan. xii. 1, 2: it is 
even the time of Facob’s trouble; of the church and 
people of God, the true J/rael of God ;, when po- 
pery will be the prevailing religion in Chriftendom; 
when the outward court fhall be given to the Gen- 
tiles ; the witneffes fhall be flain; antichrift will be 
in flatu quo; and the whore. of Rome in all her 
glory ; tho’ it fhall not laft long: but be fhall be 
Javed out of it; fhall come out of thofe great tri- 
bulations into a very happy and comfortable eftate ; 
the fpirit of life fhall enter into the witneffes, and 
they fhall live and afcend to heaven; the vials of 
God’s wrath will be poured upon the antichriftian 
ftates; the kings of the earth will hate the whore, 
and burn her with fire ; the gofpel will be preached 
every where ; the ews will be converted, and the 
fulnefs of the Gentiles be brought in; and an end . 
be put to all trouble; of which there will be no 
more, nor any occafion of it: or, therefore he fhall 
be faved out of it*; as the effect of the divine com- 
paffion to him in fuch great trouble. 

¥.8. For it fhall come to pafs in that day, faith 
the Lord of hofts, &c.| When the time is come 
for Facob to be faved out of his trouble: shat I 
will break his yoke from off thy neck; not the yoke — 
of the king of Babylon, but of antichrift, and of 
all the antichriftian ftates, by whom the people of 
God have been opprefied; fo the Targum, * JI 
‘¢ will break the yoke of the peoples (the anti- 
‘¢ chriftian nations) from off your necks.” . Farchi. 
interprets it of the yoke of the nations of the world 
from off J/rael,; and Kimchi, of the yoke of Gog 
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and Magog, or of every nation’: and will burft thy 
bonds ; by which they were kept in bondage, both 
with refpect to civil and religious things; but now 
he that led into captivity, fhall go into captivity 
himfelf, Rev: xiii. 10: and ftrangers fhall no more 
ferve themfelves of him this fhows that this pro- 
phecy cannot be underftood of deliverance from 
the Babylonifh captivity ; becaufe after this, ftrangers 
did ferve themfelves of the Fews, and they were 
fervants unto them; as to the Perfians, and Gre- 
cians, and efpecially the Romans, by whom they 
were entirely fubdued and ruined; and to this day 
all nations almoft ferve themfelves of them; but 
when they fhall be called and converted, as they 
fhall be free from the yoke of fin and fatan, and 
from the yoke of the ceremonial law, and the tra- 
ditions of their elders, in a religious fenfe ; fo 
from the yoke of the nations of the world, in a 
civil fenfe. 

¥. 9. But they fhall ferve the Lord their God, &c.] 
And him only, in a fpiritual manner, in righte- 
oufnefs and true holineis, with reverence and godly 
fear ; having refpect to all his precepts and ordi- 
nances, and every branch of religious worfhip ; 
joining themfelves to gofpel-churches, and wor- 
fhipping along with them, before them, and in 
the midft of them; fee Rev. iil. 9: and David their 
king ; not literally, who fhall be raifed up from 
the dead, and reign over them, which Kimchi fup- 
pofes poffible, tho’ he does not affert it; nor his 
fucceflors called by his name, as the kings of Egypt 
were called Pharaohs and Ptolemies, and the Ko- 
man emperors Cefars, of which we have no in- 
ftance ; nor were there any kings of David’s line 
upon the throne of J/rael after the Babylonifh cap- 
tivity, until the Meffiah came, and who is the per- 
fon here meant; and fo the Targum paraphrafes 
it, ‘* and they fhall hearken to, or obey Meffiah 
** the fon of David their king ;” and Kimchi owns, 
that it may be interpreted of Mefiah the fon of 
David, whofe name is called David, as it is in 
many prophecies, Ezek. Xxxiv. 23,24. and xxxvii. 
24, 25. Hof. iii. 5. and this prophecy is underftood 
of the Meffiah by feveral Fewi/b writers *; and in 
the Talmud * it is faid, ‘* the holy blefled God will 
** raife up unto thee another David; as it is faid, 
and they fhall ferve the Lord their God, and Da- 
vid their king, whom I will raife up unto them; 
it is not faid, he hath raifed up, but I will raife 
up ;” and Chrift is called David, not only be- 
caufe he is his fon, but becaufe he is his antitype. 
David was a type of Chrift in his birth and pa- 
rentage; the fon of effe, born of mean parents, 
and at Bethlebem; in his’ outward form, ruddy 
and beautiful ; in his inward charaéter, a man of 
holinefs, wifdom and courage; in his offices of 
fhepherd, prophet and king ; in his afflictions and 
forrows, and in his wars and victories. The fame 
perfon is here meant as in the former claufe, she 
Lord their God; fince it is Febovah that is here 
fpeaking ; and he does not fay, they /hall ferve me, 
but the Lord their God; and fince the fame fervice 
is to be yielded to David, as to the Lord their 
God; and who is, in his divine nature, the Lord 
God, and fo the object of all religious worfhip 
and fervice; and in his human nature, of the feed 
of David; and by office a king, appointed by his 
Father, and owned by his people, as king of faints ; 
fo the words may be rendered, they jhall ferve the 
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13. Jud. iv. whom I will raife up unto them; which 
is faid of him in all his offices, Fer. xxiii. 5. Dent, 
Xviil. 15. Aés xiii. 23. and is expreflive of his 
conttitution as Mediator; and includes the Father’s 
pitching upon him, appointing him, calling him, 
fitting and qualifying him, and fending him in 
the fulnefs of time, under this charaéter, as a Me- 
diator, Redeemer and Saviour ; all which was for 
the good of his people; as a favour to them, for 
their profit and advantage: his incarnation is fot 
them; his obedience, fufferings and death; his. 
righteoufnefs, and the falvation he wrought out; 
he is raifed up, and fent to them to blefs them, 
with all {piritual bleflings that are in him, és 
lii. 26, 

¥.10. Therefore fear thou not, O my Jervant Fa- 
cob, faith the Lord, &c.] Since the Meffiah, who 
is the Lord God, fhould be raifed up to them, 
whom they fhould ferve, and he fhould fave them; 
and fo had nothing to fear from their enemies ; 
and had no reafon to doubt of falvation and de- 
liverance, feeing fo great a perfon was engaged 
for them. The language is very much like the 
prophet Jaiah’s: neither be di/mayed, O Ifrael; the 
fame thing in other words; for Facob and Ijrael 
are the fame; and to fear and be difmayed are 
much alike: for lo, 1 will fave thee from afar; 
from a far country ; not from Babylon only, but 
from all diftant countries where they are difperfed, 
eaft, weft, north or fouth; diftance of place fhould - 
be no hindrance to their falvation, and fo need be 
no objection in their minds to it : and thy feed from 
the lawd of their captivity ; their children fhould 
come forth with them: it feems to refpeé future 
times ; that tho’ this fhould not be accomplifhed 
in the perfons of the J/raelites then living, yet 


| fhould be in their pofterity : and Facob fhall return, 


and foall be in refi, and be quiet, and none shall 
make him afraid, which was not fulfilled upon the 
Jews return from the Babylonifh captivity; for they 
quickly met with much oppofition and difturbance 
in the rebuilding of their city and temple; and 
afterwards from Antiochus, in the times of the Mac- 
cabees, by whom they were greatly difquieted ; and 
at laft by the Romans, by whom their nation was 
fubdued and ruined; wherefore this refpects the 
quiet and peaceable times they fhall have when 
they are converted, and have embraced the chri- 
{tian religion. 

y.11. For I am with thee, faith the Lord, to 
fave thee, &c.| Not only from temporal enemies, 
but from fpiritual ones, fin, fatan, and the world; 
and to fave them with a fpiritual and everlafting 
falvation, which the prefence and power of God, 
thro’ his rich grace, will bring all his people to: 
tho? I will make a full end of all nations whither I 
have fcattered thee, yet will I not make a full end 
of thee; a full end has been made of the Afyrians, 
Chaldeans, and Egyptians; thefe people and their 
names are no more; and of Rome pagan, which, 
upon the opening of the fixth feal, departed as a 
fcroll that is rolled together ; and fo will all the- 
antichriftian ftates be made a full end of, when the - 
vials of God’s wrath are poured out upon them ; 
and yet the people of ‘the ews, a poor, mean 
and defpicable people, have been continued a di- 
{tin& people, notwithftanding their difperfion fo 
many hundreds of years 5 and will continue fo un- — 
til they are called and converted: dut I will cor- 


Lord their God, even David their king ; fee Tit. ii.| rec? thee in meafure; or in, ox according to judg- 
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ment *; as in ch. x. 24. wifely, moderately, and 
with clemency ; which the Zargum paraphrafes, 
judgment remitted, which is not ftrict arid rigor- 
ous, but is abated of its rigour, and is mixed with 
mercy: and will not leave thee altogether unpunifbed ; 
or, det thee go free, from correction and chattife- 
ment in a merciful way. The Targum is, ‘ in de- 
*¢ ftroying, I will not deftroy thee;” or utterly 
deftroy thee. And Kimchi and Ben Melech inter- 
pret it of cutting off, from the ufe of the word in 
Zech. V. 3. 

¥. 12. For thus faith the Lord, thy bruife is in- 
curable, &c.| By themfelves or others, in all hu- 
man appearance; there was no help for them from 
men; their cafe feemed defperate,; there was no 
likelihood of their recovery to their former ftate 
and glory, as at this day the cafe of the Yews ap- 
pears. to be; there feems to be no probability of 
their converfion and reftoration ; and whenever it 
is, it will be as life from the dead, Rom. xi. 15. 
like quickening Exzekiel’s dry bones, or raifing per- 
fons from the dead, which none but the hand of 
omnipotence can effect: and thy wound is grievous; 
an expreffion fignifying the fame as before: the 
metaphor is taken from a body wounded and bruifed 
in fuch a manner, as to be pait the {kill of the moft 
able furgeon to cure it. 

¥. 13. There is none to plead thy caufe, that thou 
mayeft be bound up, &c.| None that.will give them- 
felves the trouble to look into their wound, to 
judge of it; to confult, and reafon, and debate, 
about the nature of it; and what methods are moft 
advifeable to take, for the healing and binding of 
it up: or, as others, for the comprefion™ of it; the 
fqueezing out the corrupt matter, in order to bring 
it toacure: thou haft no healing medicines, either 
of thine own, or of others, preparing for thee : 
the defign of all thefe expreffions is to fhow, the 
helplefs and hopelefs ftate of the people of J/rael, 
before their call, converfion, and reftoration ; by 
which it will appear to be the Lord’s work, and 
his only; and fince he was able to do it, and would 
do it, therefore Facob and J/rael had no reafon to 
be afraid and difmayed, tho’ their cafe might feem 
defperate. 

y¥. 14. All thy lovers have forgotten thee, &c.] 
The Egyptians and Affyrians, whom they fought 
unto for help, and entered into an alliance with, 
and who promifed them great things; but forgot 
their promifes, and forfook them: they feek thee 
not; to afk of thy welfare, as the Targum adds , 
they don’t vifit thee, nor enquire after thine health, 
or how it is with thee, having no manner of care 
and concern for thee ; this has been the cafe of the 
Fews for many ages: for I have wounded thee with 
the wound of an enemy, with the chaftifement of a 
cruel one; fo it might feem to be; and thus it 
might be interpreted by them, as if the Lord acted 
the part of an enemy, and a very cruel one, that 
had no mercy; tho’ he corrected them as in y. 11. 
in meafure, moderation, and mercy: or elfe the 
meaning is, that he wounded them, when their 
nation, city, and temple were deftroyed, by the 
hand and means of an enemy, even a very cruel 
and mercilefs one, the Romans: for the multitude 
of thine iniquity , becaufe thy fins were increafed ,; a 
very wicked people the Yews were, not only be- 
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after their return; and in the times of Chrift and 
his apoftles ; who complain of their covetoufnefs, 
hypocrify, adultery, thefts, murders, and facrilege ; 
and particularly they were in the above manner 
chaftized by means of the Romans, for their unbe- 
lief and rejection of the true Meffiah, and the per- 
fecution of his followers. é 

¥. 15. Why crieh thou for thine affliction ? &c.] 
Or complaineft of the hardnefs, and heavinefs, and 
continuance of it, when there was fuch a juft caufe 
for it: when men have finned at an high rate, they 
have no reafon to complain of the punifhment of 
their fins, Lam. iii. 39: thy forrow is incurable, for 
the multitude of thine iniquity; fach were the num- 
ber of their iniquities, that they brought them into 
fuch a forrowful and wretched eftate and condition, 
that there was no recovery of them, nor hope of 
recovery of them, by their own power, of by the 
help and affiftance of others: decaufe thy fins weré 
increased, I have done thefe things unto thee; which 
fhows the juftice of God, and is a vindication of 
it, under all the feeming feverity of it: The Jews * 
acknowledge, that urder the fecond temple, there 
was a great increafe of capital crimes, fuch as mur- 
ders, adulteries, &c. for which, and other fins, 
wrath came upon them to the uttermoft by the 
Romans and they ftill continue under the vifible 
marks of the divine difpleafure. 

¥. 16. Therefore all they that devour thee hall be 
devoured, &c.] Thus rendering the words, they 
are to be connected with ¥. ro, 11. and all be+ 
tween to be put ito a parenthefis: but rather, in 
connexion with the preceding words, they fhould 
be rendered, neverthele/s, or notwithftanding x ; tho? 
they had finned at fo great a rate, and were fo 
much afflicted and chaftened by the Lord, yet their 
enemies fhould not go unpunifhed, and mercy in 
the iffue would be fhewed to them. archi calls 
it an oath, that fo it fhould be; the Romans that 
devoured them, and eat up their fubftance, were 
devoured by the Goths and Vandals , for this may 
be carried farther than..to the deftruétion of the 
Babylonifob empire by the Perfians. And all thine 
adverfaries, every one of them fhall go into captivity 
or be conquered and fubdued; as were the Affys 
rians, Egyptians, Chaldeans, Grecians, Romans; and 
not only Aome pagan has been deftroyed, but Rome 

apal alfo will go into captivity ; fee Rev. xiii. 10. 
And they that {poil thee fhail be a {poil, and all that 
prey upon thee will I give for a prey; they fhall be 
ufed according to the law of retaliation ; the fame 
meafure tliey have meafured, fhall be meafured to 
them again. 

y. 17. For I will reftore health to thee, &c.] 
That is, bring thee into a comfortable and pro 
{perous condition, both in church and ftate, with 
refpect to things religious and civil: as the afflic- 
tions and diftrefles of the Few nation are ex- 
preffed by ficknefs, wounds, and bruifes ; fo their 
profperity, both fpiritual and temporal, is fignified 
by health. The words may be- rendered, J will 
caufe length to afcend unto thee, or a long plaifter *; 
or rather, that which has been long looked for, 
and long in coming, profperity; or elfe, that 
whereas they were before bowed down with afflic- 
tions and forrows, now they fhould be as a man 
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in an erect pofture; that rifes up in his full height 
and length, ‘being in a robuft and healthful ftate. 
And I will heal thee of thy wounds, faith the Lord, 
pardon their fins, remove their afflictions, and 
bring them into a comfortable fituation, into a 
gofpel-church-ftate, and into their own land: e- 
caufe they called thee an outcaft ; as the Fews now 
are, caft out of their own land, rejected from be- 
ing the people of God; fo they are reckoned by 
the nations among whom they are: faying, this 
is Zion whom no man feeketh after, after their 
good, either temporal or {piritual ; defpifed by 
moft, pitied and prayed for by few; and fewer 
ftill they are that feek after, and are folicitous 
about, or take any methods, or make ufe of any 
means, for their converfion ; but tho’ man does 
not, God will, and his work will appear the more 
manifeft. 

¥. 18. Thus faith the Lord, I will bring again 
the captivity of Facob’s tents, &c.| That is, the 
captives of J/rael, the inhabitants of them; allud- 
ing to the patriarchs, Abrabam, Ifaac, and Facob, 
dwelling in tents, and to the J/raelites in the wil- 
dernefs; and fitly exprefles the prefent unfettled 
ftate of the ews: and have mercy on his dwelling- 
places ; by reftoring J/rael, or Facob’s potterity, to 
their dwelling-places, in Yerufalem, and other places, 
rebuilt by them, and for them. The Targum is, 
*¢ T will have mercy on his cities.” And the city 
foall be builded upon her own heap, the city of Fe- 
rufalem, as the Targum exprefies it, as it was in 
the times of Zerubbabel ; it was built in its place, 
as the fame Targum ; upon the very {pot of ground 
where it before ftood, which was become by its 
defolation an heap of rubbifh: or, upon its hill*; 
mount Moriah, on which fome part of the city 
was built; fo likewife in the latter day: tho’ Fe- 
rufalem was deftroyed by the Romans, and is now 
in a defolate condition, yet it fhall be rebuilt, as it 
feems by this prophecy, upon the very fpot where 
it formerly ftood: and the palace fhall remain after 
the manner thereof; which the Targum interprets of 
the houfe of the fanctuary, the temple ; fo Yarchi ; 
and it was true of it in Zerubbadel’s time: but as 
this prophecy has a further view to future times, 
fomething elfe feems intended. Kémchi fays, it is 
either the king’s palace, or the temple. The fin- 
gular may be put for the plural, and defign pa- 
laces, noble and ftately buildings ; fignifying, that 
the city fhall be rebuilt in a very grand manner; 
and fo hall remain after the manner of it, or, ac- 
cording to its right or judgment» ; it fhall be conti- 
nued and eftablifhed by or upon that juftice and 
judgment that fhall be done in it; for it fhall be 
called a city of righteoufnefs, and a faithful city, 
Mi is 26: 

¥. 19. And out of them fhall proceed thank/giving, 
and the voice of them that make merry, &c.| That 
is, out of Facob’s tents and dwelling-places, the 
city and palaces of Yerufalem, for thofe who will 
inhabit them, when thus rebuilt, fenfible of the 
divine favours, and thankful for them, will of- 
fer, not any ceremonial facrifices, as when before 
in their own land, which they will now fee are 
abolifhed; but the facrifices of praife and thankf- 
giving only, which will be attended with great {pi- 
nitual mirth and melody: perhaps this is faid in 
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allufion to the mirth and mufic ufed formerly im 
the folemn and religious feftivals ; fee Rev. xix. ly 
‘7: and I will multiply them, and they foall not be 
few; the Fews, at the time of their: converfion, 
will be very numerous, Hof. i.10, 11, efpecially 
the number of God’s fpiritual J/rae/ will then be 
very great; tho’ Yacob is now fmall, he fhall then 
arife and become a great multitude ; the church’s 
converts will be furprizingly many, Jf xlix. 18, 
19, 20, 21. and Ix. 4—8: and I will alfo glorify 
them, and they fhall not be fmall; numbers of con- 
verts add to the glory of the church; it will bea glo- 
rious time; and this is what will make a confiderable 
part of the latter day-glory; namely, the converfion 
of the nation of the Zews at once, and the bringing in 
the fulnefs and forces of the Gentiles. The Largum 
is, ‘* I will ftrengthen them, and they fhall not be 
*¢ weak.” It may be rendered, 1 will honour them, 
and they fhall not be little ° ; or mean and contemp- 
tible ; they fhall be honoured with temporal and 
{piritual bleffings, and be in great efteem, efpecially 
among the chriftian nations. 

- ¥. 20. Their children alfo fhall be as aforetime, 
&c.] In the ftreets of ‘eru/clem, numerous and 
free; no more in a ftrange land, or fubjeét to 
others, Zech, vili. 5. and educated in a religious 
manner. Some think it refers to the times of the 
patriarchs, before the law was given; and that the 
meaning is, that the law being abrogated, and 
they now fenfible of it, fhall live without it, as 
their forefathers did. It may be underftood of the 
church’s children in a fpiritual fenfe; that great 
numbers fhould be born again in her as formerly, 
who fhall profefs the chriftian religion, and behave 
according to it: and their congregation fhall be efta- 
blifbed before me; the church, confifting of them ; 
or their church-ftate fhall be fettled and confirmed, 
and no more be deftroyed, as it formerly was: 
and I will punifh all that opprefs them, or rather 
have oppreffed them ; all the antichriftian nations, 
who will now fuffer the wrath of God; and after 
this, there will be no more oppreffors and perie- 
cutors of the church of God. 

y. 21. And their nobles foall be of themfelves, 
&c.] Or, bis noble one“; acob’s noble one, the - 
Meffiah, in whom all the promifes center; and 
whofe incarnation and priefthood are the founda- 
tion of all the things above prediéted. The Tar- 
gum interprets thefe words of him; * their king 
<< fhall be anointed from them, and their Meffiah 
‘¢ fhall be revealed from the midft of them.” And 
fo it is applied to him in the Ta/mud *, and in other 
writings of the ews‘. Kimchi on the place fays, 
‘“¢ it is known that the king Meffiah fhall be of 
“¢ Tfrael.” He may be called a noble one, as he is 
a nobleman in Lwke xix. 12. becaufe he defcended 
from illuftrious perfons; from David king of J/rael, 
and from a race of kings in his line, as the ge- 
nealogy of Matthew fhows. Or, bis glorious one*, 
as it may be rendered ; he is glorious in his nature, 
being the brightnefs of his Father’s glory; glori- 
ous in his perfections, which are the dame with his 
divine Father’s ; glorious in his names and titles, 
the King and Lord of glory; glorious in his works 
and worfhip, which are the fame that are afcribed 
to God the Father ; glorious in his office as Me- 
diator, which he has fo well performed s eit am 

when 
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were quite free and voluntary; he came of him- 
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when-he was raifed from the dead, and had a glory 
given him ; and when he afcended on high, and 
fat down at his Father’s right-hand, crowned with 
_gilory and honour; glorious in the eyes of God, 
and of all his people; and when his kingdom fhall 
be in a more glorious condition, he will reign be- 
fore his ancients glorioufly ; and when he comes a 
fecond time, he will come in exceeding great glory. 
Or, his mighty one"; Chrift is the mighty God, 
the mighty Mediator, the mighty Saviour ; he is 
the Mott Mighty, he is the Almighty, Now, as 
man, his defcent was from them, the J/aelites ; 
from Abraham, from Facob, from Fudab, trom 
Fefje and David, and from the people of the Fes; 
fee Rom. ix. 4, 5. Fobn iv. 20. And their governor 
foall proceed from the midft of them; meaning the 
king Meffiah, as before ; who has the government 
of the church upon his fhoulders; is worthy of all 
power and authority, and has received it; has a 
power of making laws, and of obliging men to 
keep them ; has a power of pardoning, juftifying, 
and faving men; is the lawgiver that is able to fave, 
and to deftroy; and can fubject all to his feet, 
as he will in a fhort time. This feems to refer to 


a law in J/rae/, that not a ftranger, but one of 


their brethren, fhould be fet as king over them, 


Deut. xvii. 15. which is true of the Meffiah. J 


will caufe him to draw near, and he fhall approach 
unto me; expreflive of his prieftly office; it being 
the bufinefs of ‘a prieft to draw nigh to God with 
the facrifices of the people, and to intercede for 
them, Zev. x. 3. and xxi. 17. Chrift in eternity 
drew nigh to his Father, and offered himfelf as a 
furety for his people, and became one; and the 
Greek word for furety, eylvG, has the fignification 
of being wear: he drew nigh and interpofed be- 
tween them and his Father, and became a Media- 
tor for them; he propofed to do every thing for 
them, law and juftice required, and whatfoever was 
his Father’s will fhould be done: he drew nigh 
and ftruck hands, ftipulated and agreed with him, 
about the falvation of his people; he afked them 
of him, and all blefiings of grace and glory for 
them: he drew nigh in time, having affumed their 
nature, and offered himfelf a facrifice unto God, 
made fatisfaction to his juftice for them, and re- 
deemed them unto God by his blood; by which 
means they are made. nigh to God, and draw near 
to him with humble boldnefs ; and now he is gone 


to heaven, and has taken his place at the right-’ 
hand of God, where he appears in the prefence of 


God, and makes interceffion for them, prefent- 
ing himfelf, his blood, righteoufnefs and facrifice. 
Now this is afcribed unto God, as caufing him to 
draw nigh; becaufe he chofe, appointed, and called 
him to be a prieft, mediator, and furety, to which 
he was entirely free of himfelf; and therefore it 
follows, for who is this that engaged his heart to ap- 
proach unto me, faith the Lord? his drawing to God 
in the council and covenant of grace, to be the 
furety of his people, and his undertaking for them, 


felf, and furrendered himfelf into the hands of ju- 
fice at the time of his fufferings and death; and 
his interceffion in heaven flows from his hearty 
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love to his people; his heart has been, and is en- 
gaged, in every branch of his mediatorial work, 
which isa very fingular and wonderful thing. 
No mere man could have engaged his heart to 
draw nigh to God, who is a confuming fire ; no an- 
gel in heaven could have prefumed to have done it 
on the behalf of finful men; none but Chrift him- 
felf could, and which is owing to the dignity of 
his perfon, and to his wondrous love; for this is 
a marvellous event. Now, tho’ this is a prophecy 
of Chrift’s incarnation and priefthood, yet it is fuit- 
ably introduced here ; becaufe, at the time of the 
Jews converfion, he will be made known unto 
them, as being come of them, and as their pro- 
phet, prieft, and king. 

¥. 22. And ye foall be my people, &c.] For many 
hundred years the people of the Jews have been 
called Loammi, or ye are not my people; but now 
being converted, the covenant of God’s grace fhall 
be renewed, and a frefh manifeftation and applica- 
tion of it made unto them ; and they partaking of 
the grace of it, fhall appear to be, and fhall be 
called the people of God, and fhall behave as fuch, 
and fear and worfhip the Lord: and I will be your 
God ; will manifeft his love to them, beftow his fa- 
vours upon them, and take them under his care 
and protection. ‘This is a fummary of the cove- 
nant of grace, which will vifibly take place when 
thofe people fhall turn to the Lord, Rom. xi. 26, 
27. ; 
a 23. Behold, the whirlwind of the Lord goeth 
forth with fury, &c.| That is, the wrath of God, 
which like a whirlwind comes fuddenly, with great 
force and ftrength, and carries all before it; there 
is no withftanding it; fuch is the wrath of God 
again{t the enemies of his church and people: 4 
continuing whirlwind; whirlwinds, as they come 
fuddenly, are generally foon over; but this will 
continue very boifterous and terrible, until it has 
done all the execution defigned by it: it fhall fall 
with pain upon the head of the wicked; according to 
fome, the wicked ews, that do not repent and 
turn to the Lord; but rather the wicked of the 
nations, as Farch:; not the Gentiles in general, as 
diftinguifhed, from the ews, which is his fenfe, 
but the antichriftian ftates; for the ruin of anti- 
chrift, and the converfion of the Fews, will be 
much about the fame time; and the vials of God’s 
wrath, which will be poured upon them, and fall 
upon their. heads, will give them much pain, both 
in body and mind; fee Rev. xvi. 10, 11. and 
which wrath and ruin are exprefied by a tempett 
of thunder, lightening, and hail, and by an earth- 
quake, w. 18—21. 

¥. 24. The fierce anger of the Lord fhall not re- 
turn, &c.|) ‘This explains what is meant by the 
continuing whirlwind in the preceding verfe :\ un- 
til hé hath done it ; his whole will and pleafure ; 
brought Babylon to ruin, and deftroyed all the an- 
tichriftian powers: and until he have performed the 
intents of bis heart; in a way of grace and mercy 
to his people, and in a way of wrath and ven- 
geance on their enemies: i the latter days ye fhall 
confider it; this prophecy, and underftand it; and 
fee it wholly and fully accomplithed. 


* Fortis ejus, Pagninus; potens ejus, Schmidt. 
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H1S chapter is connected with the former, 

refpects the fame times, and is full of pro- 
phecies and promifes of fpiritual bleffings ; of the 
coming of Chrift; of the multiplication of his peo- 
ple, and the increafe of their joy ; of the conver- 
fion of the Gentiles; of the covenant of grace; and of 
the ftability of the faints. It begins with the prin- 
cipal promife of the covenant, confirmed by paft 
experience of divine goodnefs, and with a frefh de- 
claration of God’s everlafting love, ¥. 1, 2, 3. an 
inftance of which would appear, in planting vines 
or churches in Samaria, the metropolis of Ephraim 
or the ten tribes, under the miniftry of the apoftles, 
the watchmen, on mount Ephraim, whereby the 
Irael of God would be built, beautified, and made 
to rejoice, ¥. 4, 5, 6. yea, it would be matter of 
joy to all that heard of it; fince, notwithftanding 
diftance and other difficulties, a great number 
fhould come to Chrift, and to his church, drawn 
by the Father’s love to them, and as owing to the 
relation he ftands in.to them, x. 7, 8, 9. re- 
demption out of the hands of fatan, and every fpi- 
ritual enemy, muft be publifhed among the Gen- 
tiles ; which would caufe great joy, and give great 
fatisfaction to the priefts and people of the Lord, 
expreffed by various metaphors, ¥. 10, I1, 12, 13, 
14. and though, upon the birth of the Redeemer, 
there would be an event, which might tend to 
damp the joy of faints on account of it, the mur- 
der of the infants at Bethlehem, yet fome things 
are faid to encourage faith, hope, and joy, and to 
abate forrow and weeping, ¥.15,16,17. Ephraim’s 
affliction, and behaviour under it, his repentance 
and reception, are recorded, ¥. 18, 19, 20. back- 
fliding J/rael are called upon to return, in confi- 
deration of the birth of the Meffiah, y. 21, 22. 
the happy and flourifhing eftate of the people of 
God is promifed; all which were made known to 


the prophet by a dream in the night, ¥. 23, 24, 


25, 26. and frefh promifes are made, that the 
_ Lord would do them good, and not punifh the 
children for their fathers fins, but every one for 
their own, ¥. 27, 28, 29, 30. and then an account 
is given of the new covenant of grace, as diftiné 
from the old, and of the articles of it; the infcription 
of the law in the heart, fpiritual knowledge of the 
Lord, and remiffion of fin, ¥. 31, 32, 33, 34.| 
then follow affurances of the everlafting continu-| 
ance of the true J/rael and church of God, y. 35, 
36, 37. and the chapter is concluded with a pro-! 
mife of rebuilding the city of Ferufalem, and of 
the holinefs of it, and of its abiding for ever, ¥. 38, 
39> 40. 


¥. 1. At the fame time, faith the Lord, &c.] 
The time of the Meffiah, the gofpel-difpenfation, 
the latter days ; when the Fews fhall confider the 
prophecies of the Old Teftament, and-obferve how 
they have been fulfilled in Jefus ; and fhall reflect 
Upon their difbelief and rejection of him; and fhall 
turn unto him, and ferve the Lord their God, and 
David their king; fee ch. xxx. g, 21, 22, 24: 
will I be the God of all the families of Ifrael ; not of 
fome few perfons only, or of one of a city, and 
two of a family, but of every family ; and this 
will be when a// Irael thall be converted and faved, 
and a nation fhall be born at once; then will God 
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fhew himfelf to them as their .covenant-God, ma- 
nifeft his love to them, and beftow the bleffings 
of his grace upon them: and they fhall be my péo- . 
ple; Behave as fuch to him ; own him to be their 
God, and ferve and worfhip him. sac ag 
y. 2. Thus faith the Lord, the people which. were 
left of the fword, 8c.] Which were not confumed 
by the fword of Pharach ; who perifhed not thro’ 
his cruel ediéts, and by his fword, when drawn at 
the Red-Sea ; nor by the fword of the Amalekites 
and Amorites; or of their own brethren, who fome- 
times, for their fins, were ordered to flay many, as 
on account of the molten calf, and joining to Baal- 
Peor : but there was a remnant that efcaped, who 
found grace in the wilderne/s , in the fight of God, 
who went before them, protected and defended 
them from their enemies; gave them his holy 
law, his ftatutes, and his judgments; fed them 
with manna and quails; clave the rocks, and gave 
them water to drink; and fupplied them with every 
thing neceflary for them, P/. Ixxviii. 5, 15—28: 
even Trael, when I went to caufe him to refi, went 
before him ina pillar of cloud by day, and in a 
pillar of fire by night; and in the ark, the fym- 
bol of his prefence ; and not only to fearch outa 
refting place for then for a few days, but to bring 
them to Canaan, the land of reft, which he had 
promifed them, Exod. xiii. 21. Numb. x. 33. Deut. 
xii. 9, 10. now this paft inftance of divine good- 
nefs is mentioned, to encourage faith in the fulfil- 
ment of the above promife. The whole is para- 
phrafed by the Targum thus, ‘* thefe things, faith 
*< the Lord, who gave mercies to the people that 
<< ‘came out of £gypt; he fupplied their neceffities 
‘¢ in the wildernefs, when they fled from before 
“¢ thofe who flay with the fword; he led them 
‘¢ by his word, to caufe J/rael to dwell in a place 
‘¢ of reft.” Some render the words in the future, 
feall find grace, &c. fall go to his ref, &c. and fo 
apply it to the Yews that efcaped the fword of the 
Chaldeans, and found favour in the wildernefs of 
the people into which they were brought, and as 
they returned into their own land from the capti- 
vity. And it may be alfo applied to the Fews that 
were left of the fword of the Romans in their laft 
deftruétion, who have found much favour among 
the nations; as they do in ours, and others now; 
and who in time will return to their own land, and 
be ‘in reft, ch. xxx. 10, Yea, it is applicable 
enough ‘to the church and people of God in their 
prefent {tate ; who are left of the fword of the pa- 
‘pifts, and are now in the wildernefs, where th 
are nourifhed for a time, and times, and half a 
time; and ere long will be brought into a 
of fettled reft and tranquillity. 70 
¥. 3. The Lord bath appeared of old unto me, 
faying, @c,] Either to the prophet, bidding hhim 
fay to ‘the church what follows, fo archi: or to 
Chrift, who was from eternity with the Father; lay 
in his bofom; between whom the council of peace 
was; with whom the covenant was made; 
whom God loved before the foundation of the 


world ; and which is obferved by him, for the _ 


comfort of his people, Yobn xvii. 24. and xv. g. 
fo Cocceius: but rather they are rhage of [/rael, 
or the church, owning the above inftances of God’s 
grace and goodnefs ; and that he had greatly ap- 
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peared to them, and for them, in former times ; 
but then this was a great while ago ; and befides, 
now he hid his face from them, and they were 
under the tokens of his difpleafure, and not of his 
love ; to which the Lord replies, for the word /ay- 
ing is not in the text, which makes the following a 
continuation of the church’s fpeech, tho’ wrongly ; 
fince they are the words of the Lord, taking up the 
church for {peaking too flightly and improperly of 
his love, and in a complaining way: yea, I bave 
loved thee with an everlajting love, not only of old, 
or a good while ago, but from all eternity, and 
with a love which will always laft, and does, not- 
withftanding dark and afflictive providences ; for 
this love is like himfelf, fovereign, unchangeable 
and everlafting; I have loved thee; I, who am 
the great God, the creator of the ends of the earth, 
the King of kings, and Lord of lords; a God of 
infinite purity and holinefs; do whatever I pleafe 
in heaven and in‘earth; and am the Lord that 
changes not: ave loved; not love only now, and 
fhall hereafter ; but have loved, not for fome time 
paft only, but from all eternity, with the fame 
Jove I now do: shee perfonally, Facob have I loved ; 
zhee nakedly, and not thine, or for any thing done 
by thee; shee feparately and diftinétly, and not 
others; ‘Hee a creature, vile and finful, a tranf- 
greffor from the womb, and known to be fo be- 
tore-hand ; #ee now openly, and in an applicatory 
way, thro’ the evidence of the: Spirit with an 
everlafiing love; a love from everlafting, which 
does. not commence in time with faith, repentance 
and new obedience; thefe being the fruits and ef- 
fects of it; but was from all eternity, as appears 
from the eternal choice of the perfons loved in 
Chrift ; from the everlafting covenant made with 
them in him; from the conftitution and fetting up 
of Chrift as their Mediator from everlafting ; and 
from the fecurity of. their perfons: and grace in 
him, before the world began: and this love will 
endure to everlafting without any variation or 
change; nothing can feparate from it. The evi- 
clence of it follows: therefore with loving-kindne/s 
dave I drawn thee; out of a ftate of nature; out 
of fatan’s hands; out of the pit wherein is no 
water, the horrible pit, the mire and clay; unto 
Chrift, his perfon, blood, righteoufnefs and ful- 
neis, by faith to lay hold upon them; unto his 
church, and to a participation of the ordinances 
and privileges of it, to nearer communion with God, 
and at laft will draw to eternal glory. This is the 
Father’s act, and to him itis ufually afcribed : it 
chiefly regards the work of ‘converfion, and the 
influence of divine grace,on that; tho’ it alfo in- 
cludes after-acts of drawing: .it fuppofes weak-- 
nefs. in men; is the effect of powerful and effica- 
cious grace; and is done without offering any vio- 
Jence or force to the will of man, who is drawn 
with, and not againft his will. This is an inftance 
of the love of God; a fruit and effeét of it: it is 
love that draws a foul to Chrift, and is the caufe 
of its coming to him; it is love that reveals him 
to it, and caufes it to come, to him; love is then 
manifefted and fhed abroad in the heart; a cord 
of it is let down into it, and with it. the Lord 
draws; it is not by the threats of the law, but 
by the declarations of grace in the gofpel; the 
caufe of drawing is love, and the manner of it is 
with it. The Targum of the whole verfe is, ‘* e- 
** rufalem faid, of old the Lord appeared to our 
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** fathers ; prophet, fay unto them, lo, I have ° 
** loved you with an eyerlafting love, therefore 
*¢ have led you with goodnefs.” It may be ren- 
dered, I have drawn out, or extended loving-kind- 
nefs to thee'; fee Pf. xxxvi. 10. 

¥.4. Again, I will build thee, and thou fhalt be 
built, O virgin of Ifrael, 8c.) The fame with a/! 
the families of Ifrael, ¥.1. who, when converted, 
will be efpoufed to Chrift as a chafte virgin ; have 
a fincere affection for him; unfeigned faith in 
him, and purely worfhip him ; receiving the pure 
doétrines of the gofpel, and fubmitting to the or- 
dinances of it; and then will the church, com- 
parable to a building, confifting of lively ftones, 
laid upon the foundation Chrift, which is fallen 
down, and lies in ruins, be rebuilt, and none fhall 
hinder it ; and a glorious building it will be, and 
will continue fo, when its ftones are laid with fair 
colours ; its foundations with fapphires; its win- 
dows made of agates ; its gates of carbuncles; and 
all its borders of pleafant ftones, J/ liv. 11, 12. 
Atis xv. 16: thou fhalt again be adorned with thy 
tabrets ; or timbrels, inftruments of mufic, fuch 
as women ufed at times of public joy and mirth, 
Exod. xv..20. Fudg. xi. 34. 1 Sam. xviii. 6. which 
became them, and were very ornamental to them 3 
and their playing on thefe was ufually attended 
with dancing ; hence it follows: and shalt go forth 
in the dances of them that make merry , phrafes ex+ 
preffive of {piritual joy, which will be in the hearts 
of the faints, and exprefléd by the behaviour of 
them at the time of the converfion of the Jews, 
which will be the marriage of the Lamb; and 
when the bride will be ready, being adorned with 
the robe of Chrift’s righteoufnefs, and with the 
graces of his Spirit, and be brought into his pre- 
fence, accompanied with a chorus of virgins her 
companions, undefiled ones, having harps in their 
hands, finging the Lamb’s new jong; fee Rev. 
XIV. 2, 3, 4. and xix, 7, 8,9. Pf. xlv. 13, 14,15. 

¥. 5. Thou fhalt yet plant vines upon the mountains 
of Samaria, &c.] Mountains are proper places 
for vines, and which generally produce the beft 
wine; but vines are not to be underftood merely 
literally, or as only expreflive of the outward peace, 
plenty and profperity, of Samaria, with other 
places given to the Fews, as Fofepbus * obferves, 
they were by the Demetrii; which they: might 
improve by planting vines, @c. but figuratively 
of the planting of gofpel-churches there, compa- 
rable to vines, Cant. ii. 13. and vii. 12. which was 
done in the firft times of the gofpel; fee Yobn iv. 
29, 30,42. Adis viii. 5, 6, 12. and ix. 31. and 
which was a pledge of what will be done in thofe 
parts hereafter in the latter day: the planters hall 
plant, and fhall eat them as common things, the fruit 
of the vines planted by them. The allufion is to 
the law of eating the fruit of trees planted on the 
fifth year of their plantation, when, and not till 
then, it was lawful to eat of it; but here the 
planters might eat of it as foon as it was pro- 
duced, even as the fruit of the fifth year, which 
was common and lawful, Lev. xix. 23,25. The 
planters are the minifters of the gofpel; fuch an 
one the apoitle Pau/ was ; who are inftruments in 
founding and raifing churches, and of planting 
members in them, as well as of watering, and 
making them fruitful ; and who receive themfelves 
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benefit from hence; not only in things temporal, 


but fpiritual; it giving them a real pleafure and 
’ fatis- 
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fatisfa€tion to fee the plants grow and thrive, which 
they have planted, 1 Cor. ini, 6, 7, 8. and ix. 7. 
Pf. xcii. £4. 

¥.6. For there fhall be a day, &c.] The whole 
gofpel-difpenfation is a day, made fo by the bright 
rifing of the fun of righteoufnefs; here it feems to 
defign fome certain fixed period of time in that 
difpenfation, when the light of the gofpel will 
break out moft glorioufly, and it will be a clear 
day ; as it will be when the Hews will be converted : 
that the watchmen upon the mount Ephraim, the 
fame with the mountains of Samaria, for Samaria 
was the head or metropolis of Ephraim, If. vii. 9. 
and thefe are the watchmen that kept the vines 
there, y’. 5. for the alluficn is not to watchmen of 
ftates and cities, but to watchers of vineyards, and 
to fuch the minifters of the gofpel are compared, 
Cant. i. 6. and viii. 11, 12. Groftius thinks there 
is an allufion in the word Notzerim to the title of 
Nazarenes, given to Chrift and his followers ; and 
Abarbinel the Few, on the place obferves, that the 
prophet, by the Holy Ghoft, forefaw that the Ro- 
mans would believe in ‘Fefus of Nazareth, and there- 
fore would be called Nazarenes from him; ‘fee 
Ads xxiv. 5. fo that chriftian minifters may be 
well thought to be here intended : who fhould cry, 
arife ye; lift up their voice like a trumpet, and 
cry aloud to perfons as afleep, or in dead and life- 
lefs frames, to awake, aroufe, and rife up, and 
fhake off their floth and -indolence, faying: and 
let us go up to Zion unto the Lord our God; to the 
church of God, to attend the word of God, his 
worfhip and ordinances ; to which fometimes there 
is a backwardnefs, arifing from floth, from a luke- 
warm frame of fpirit, from a love of the world, 
and a vain conceit of their-own fufficiency and 
knowledge ; and it is the bufinefs of gofpel-mi- 
nifters to, ftir up perfons to frequent the houfe of 
God, and attend public worfhip in it; fince it is 
not only their duty, but their intereft and privi- 
lege; here they have true pleafure, and real profit ; 
and it is to their honour to continue here, and not 
forfake the affembling of themfelves together: but 
they fhould not reft here, trufting to, and de- 
pending on, thefe things; but fhould go to the 
Lord their God; not only feek and pray unto him, 
but fhould be defirous of hearing of him, and 
from him; of feeing him, his power and his glory, 
and him in his beauty; and of having commu- 
nion with him ; and fhould exercife faith upon him 
as their own God. Chrift feems to be intended ; 
going to him is exercifing faith upon him, for 
righteoufnefs and ftrength, peace, pardon, life and 
falvation ; and faying, as Thomas did, my Lord, and 
my God. ) 

¥.7. For thus faith the Lord, fing with gladnefs 
for Facob, &c.] For the reftoration of Facob, or 
the converfion of the Fews; which will be matter 
of joy to the chriftians among the Gentiles ; who 
feem to be here called upon to exprefs their joy on 
that occafion, as they will; for it will be to them 
as life from the dead, Rom. xi. 15. and xv. 10. 
Rev. xix. 7. Kimchi thinks there is a trajection in 
the words ; and that they may be rendered, ¢hus 
faith the Lord to Facob, fing with gladnefs, as if 
the exhortation was to him to rejoice; and not to 
others on his account; and fo the Septuagint and 
Arabic verfions render it; and to the fame fenfe 
the Syriac verfion, thus faith the Lord, Jing, O ye 
of the boufe of Facob, with gladnefs 
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Targum ; it will no doubt be a joyful time with 
them: and fhout among the chief of the nations, 
where they fhall be when converted, as in Greaf- 
Britain, and other places: or, on the top of the 
nations; on fome high place among them. It 
feems to denote the publicknefs of the fhout; it 
will be open and manifeft to all; fo the Targum, 
*¢ and exult with head uncovered, in the fight of 
“¢ all people ;” Turks, Papifts and Pagans: publijh 
ye; or caufe to bear, or to be heard™; caufe thei 
voice to be heard, both in prayer and praife 
God. or caufe men to hear their faith in Chrift, 
and profeffion of it; and publith that gofpel, and 
fpread it among others, which before they rejeéted 
and defpifed : praife ye; the Lord for his wonder- 
ful grace in the converfion of them: and fay, O 
Lord, fave thy people, the remnant of Ifrael; his 
covenant-people ; the remnant according to the 
election of grace. ‘This is a direétion to the Jews 
that are converted, to pray for the reft that are 
not; or to the Gentiles to pray for them; who aré 
before called upon to rejoice at the firft appearance 
of this wonderful work, and to fpread it abroad, 
and to goon publifhing the gofpel for the more 
forwarding of it; and to praife the Lord for what 
he had done; and to pray unto him to go on 
with the work of faving his people, the refidue of 
them. 
¥. 8. Behold, I will bring them from the north 
country, &c.] As from Babylon, at the end of the 
feventy years captivity, which lay north of Fudea; 
fo in the latter day, from thofe northern countries, 
as ours, where they now are in great numbers: and 
gather them from the coafts of the earth, or fides of 
it; from all the parts of the world where they 
are: and with them the blind and the lame, the wo- 
man with child, and her that travaileth with child 
together ; fignifying that no difficulties whatfoever 
fhould hinder them in their return to their own 
land provifion fhould be made for perfons under 
thefe circumftances, fo unfit to travel. All this 
may be underftood in a figurative fenfe, of thofe 
who are fpiritually 2/imd; who are made to fee their 
loft ‘eftate, and need of Chrift; and are brought 
to him, and to his church, in a way they had nor 
known, and in ‘paths they knew not before: and 
of the Jame and impotent, unable to do any good 
thing in a fpiritual fenfe; and won’t come to Chrift, 
unlefs drawn ; thefe are made to leap as am hart, 
and to flee to Chrift for refuge, and run the ways 
of his commandments : and of fuch who are laden 
and burdened, as women with child; and who are 
encouraged and enabled as fuch to come to Chrift, 
and caft their burdens on him, and find reft for 


| their fouls: and of fuch who are in pain and di- 


ftrefs, as one that travaileth with child; in the 
pangs of the new birth, under a fenfe of wrath, 
and as ready to perifh ; who alfo are enabled to come 
and venture their fouls on Chrift, receive his gof- 
pel, ‘and fubmit to his ordinances, where they d 
peace and comfort: @ great company ball return 
thither ; three thoufand were converted under one 
fermon, in the firft times of the gofpel; and in 
the latter day, the nation of the Jews ry - born 
again at once; the number of the children of J/- 
rael {hall then be as the fand of the fea, and great 
fhall be the day of Fezreel, If Ixvi, 8. of. i. 
10, If. ‘ yo ot Slee 

¥.9. They foall come with cwceping, 8c. For 
which 
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there are inftances, Gea. xxix. 11. and xliii. 30. 
and xlv. 2,14. fo the Fews will come to, Chri, 
and to the gofpel-church, as well as ‘into their 
own land, with joy, that they have found the 
Meffiah, and are brought under his government, 
and into the enjoyment of the privileges of the 
gofpel, and the poffeffion of their own land; or 
with tears of repentance for all their fins, original 
and actual, ‘efpecially for their fin of unbelief, and 
rejection of the Meffiah ; they fhall look upon him 
whom they have pierced, and mourn, when a fpi- 
rit of grace and fupplication is poured out upon 
them, Zech. xii. 10. with which agrees what fol- 
lows: and with fupplications will I lead them; to 
Chrift, and his church; and being drawn by the 
Father, and led by the Spirit, they’ll come to him 
with fupplications and intreaties for mercy to be 
fhewed unto them; particularly for pardoning grace 
and mercy, and for falvation by him, which they 
will now fee they ftand in need of. ‘Some render 
it, with favours", or mercies; bleffings of grace 
beftowed on them; as a juftifying righteoufnels ; 
remiiion of fins; adoption; fanctifying grace; a 
right and title and meetnefs for eternal life’; which 
are all owing to the free favour and grace of God: / 
will caufe them to walk by the rivers of waters; or, 
to rivers of waters ° ; to God himfelf, the fountain 
of living waters; and his everlafting love, that 
river, the ftreams whereof make glad the city of 
God ; and to Chrift, the fountain of gardens, and 
well of living waters ; and to thofe wells of fal- 
vation, and fulnefs of grace, that are in him, 
and to the gofpel, its doctrines and ordinances, 
which are the {till waters to it, by which the great 
fhepherd leads his flock. Thefe rivers of waters 
may denote the bleffings of grace which {pring from 
the love of God, and flow thro’ Chrift in his word 
and ordinances, in great abundance ; and it is very 
pleafant and profitable walking by thefe: in a 
Jtrait way, wherein they fhall not fiumble , ina direct 
way to Chrift, without going round about by works 
of righteoufnefs done by them, to render them ac- 
ceptable to him ; but they fhall go directly to him 
as they are; or in a plain way, as it is to them 
that underftand it, and in which men, tho’ fools, 
fhall not err: or in a righteous way, a way of 
righteoufnefs ; in a way that leads to Chrift for 
righteoufnefs ; and in which men are taught to live 
foberly, righteoufly and godly ; and in which, tho’ 
they may ftumble and fall into fin, for ix many 
things we all offend; yet not {tumble at the word, 
as fome do; or at the ftumbling-ftone, Chrift, as 
the Fews forefathers did; or fo as to fall, be broken 
and perifh, J/ viii.14,15: for I am a father to 
Ifrael, and Ephraim is my firfl-born, and fo very 
dear to him, as in ¥. 20: So the Targum, ‘* and 
*< Epbraim is beloved before me ;” all the bleffings 
of grace which God beftows upon men, whether 
Fews or Gentiles, all flow from a prior relation he 
ftands in to them; he firft takes them into the re- 
lation of children, is a father to them in covenant ; 
and then beftows childrens bleffings, and cove- 
nant-mercies on them. The allufion perhaps is to 
Fofeph’s having the birth-right, and whofe younger 
fon Ephraim, was preferred to Manaffeh the elder, 
1 Chron. v. 2. Gen. xlviii. 14, 20. Ephraim intends 
the fame as J/rae/, the ten tribes, and includes the 
whole body of the Zezi/h nation. 

¥.10. Hear the word of the Lord, O ye nations, 


2 Psy cum beneficientiis, Tigurine verfion, Gataker; fo Kimchi and Ben Melech. 
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&c.] The Gentiles; who are called upon to hear 
the word of the gofpel; the word of peace, re- 
conciliation and falvation by Chrift, fent among 
them by him, for the calling and converfion of 
them, that they might believe in him, and profefs 
his name: and declare it in the ifles afar. off; hav- 
ing heard, received and embraced the gofpel them- 
felves, it became them to make it known to others ; 
not only to thofe upon the continent and the ifles 
adjacent, but to thofe afar off from it; fuch as 
thefe ifles of ours, of Great-Britain and Ireland ; 
where, blefled bé the Lord, this gofpel has been 
declared to the converfion and comfort of many, 
and to the glory of Chrift: and fay, he that fcat- 
tered I/rael will gather him that is, the Lord that 
hath fcattered the Yews throughout the nations of 
the world, and even in the ifles afar off, will ere 
long gather them together, and bring them into 
their own land. This may be underftood of the 
{piritual J/rael, be they Fews or Gentiles, the chil- 
dren of God fcattered up and down in the world; 
and who, by reafon of fin, and whilft in an unre- 
generate eftate, are alienated from God, and at a 
diftance from ‘him ; but are gathered together in 
one head, Chrift, when he died for them, and re- 
deemed them; and in effectual vocation, when they 
are gathered to God and Chrift, one by one; and 
afterwards to more near communion with them ; 
and, at laft, to glory, and which is the fum and 
fubftance of the gofpel to be heard and declared : 
and keep him as a fhepherd doth his flock, fo that 
they fhall be fcattered no more, as the Yews have 
been ; nor any of them loft, as God’s eleét were 
in their firft head Adam: they are Chrift’s flock, 
given him by the Father, and purchafed with his 
blood; and having gathered them as above, he’ll 
keep them in his hands, from whence none can 
pluck them, and preferve them by his almighty 
power unto falvation ; which doétrine of the faints 
perfeverance is a moft comfortable doctrine of the 

gofpel to be publifhed and declared. 
¥. 11. For the Lord hath redeemed Facob, &c.] 
Not the pofterity of Facob fingly and perfonally, 
tho’ he no doubt was a redeemed one; nor his 
carnal pofterity, at leaft not all of them, only a 
remnant among them, and efpecially not them 
only; but the Gentiles alfo, even all the elect of 
God, his church and people, of whatfoever nation, 
which frequently go by this name in the prophetic 
writings: and this redemption of them by Chrift, 
which tho’ future, is fpoken of as paft, becaufe of 
the certainty of it ; and is the ground and founda- 
tion of their being gathered in effectual calling, and 
of their final perfeverance; for redemption has its 
certain effect, and Chrift will never lofe the pur- 
chafe of his blood; fee Zech. x. 8: and ranfomed 
him from the band of him that was fironger than he ; 
meaning fatan, the ftrong man armed; who is 
{tronger than man, as appears by his poffeffion of 
the bodies of men, inflicting difeafes on them, and 
death itfelf, of which he had the power when per- 
mitted ; and by his influence over the minds of 
men; by his temptations to fin, in which he fo 
much fucceeds; and even by the prevalence of his 
temptations over the faints themfelves ; and by the 
power which he had over our firft parents in inno» 
cence, whom. he prevailed upon to eat the for- 
bidden fruit, which brought ruin on themfelves, 
and on their pofterity; by which means he got 
them 
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them into his hands, and God’s elect among the 
reft, whom he Jeads captive at his will ; and being 
enfeebled by fin, are fo weak as not to be able to 
refcue themfelves out of his hands; for he is 
ftronger than they; but Chrift is ftronger than the 
{trong man armed; he is the Redeemer that is 
mighty, and has taken the prey out of his hands, 
and has led captivity captive: and this he has done, 
not only by power and conqueft, {poiling fatan and 
his principalities, and powers; but by paying a 
ranfom-price for thefe captives into the hands of 
God; and which is no other than his precious 
blood, his life, himfelf; and fo mutt be a fufficient 
ranfom for them. This redemption was typified 
by the deliverance of the ews out of the hands 
of the Chaldeans, a mighty nation, and ftronger 
than they ; and is the ground, reafon and founda- 
tion of the reftoration of that people in the latter 
day. 

y 12. Therefore they fhall come and fing in the 
height of Zion, &c.] The Targum is, ‘* in the 

*¢ mountain of the houfe of the fan¢tuary, which 
“¢ is built on Zion ;” but tho’ there be an allufion 
to the temple built on it, and which may be called 
the height of it; yet the church of Chrift in gof- 
pel-times is meant ; the city built on an hill, where 
the faints, enjoying gofpel-ordinances, dwell on 
high, and have all fuitable provifions made for 
them; and here being come freely and willingly, 
tho’ brought by the Lord, and drawn by his grace, 
they fing the fongs of electing, redeeming, calling, 
juftifying, pardoning, and adopting grace; and 
which they will {till do in a better manner, when 
they get to the height of Zion above: and jhall 

flow together to the goodnefs of the Lord; to the per- 
fection of his goodnefs, which is effential to him, 
infinite and eternal ; and is diffufive and commu- 

nicative, not only in a providential way, but in a 
way of grace and mercy; and efpecially in par- 
doning grace and mercy, which fenfible finners 
take notice of, and flee unto, and not their own 
merits ; and who would faint under a fenfe of fin, 
without a fight of it; but this viewed in fuch a 
light, makes all the perfections of God look ami- 
able and lovely, which otherwife would be terrible ; 
and encourages faith, hope, fear and thankfulnefs : 
jikewife to Chrift, who is the goodnefs.of the 
Lord; in whom his goodnefs is laid up; in whom 
it is proclaimed ; thro’ whom it is difplayed; by 
whom it is communicated; who himfelf is the 
great gift of it, as well as he himfelf is good; 
and his goodnefs extends to his people, and to 
him fenfible finners apply for it: alfo to the good- 
nefs and fatnefs of the houfe and church of God; 
thofe rich provifions which are made in it for the 
comfort and refrefhment of his people; hence it 
follows: for wheat, and for wine, and for oil, and 
for the young of the flock, and of the herd; not for 
temporal bleffings, which are for the good of the 
body only ; but for fpiritual bleffings, fignified by 
thefe, which are for the good of the foul, as the 
next claufe fhews : for wheat; for the gofpel and 
the doétrines of it, which are the fineft of the 
wheat ; and are as preferable to falfe doétrines as 
chaff is to wheat, and are foul-nourifhing and 
ftrengthening ; fee ch. xxiii. 28. Moreover, Chrift 
himfelf is compared to wheat, and was typified by 
the manna, the corn of heaven, and angels food ; 


and is the bread of God, and the bread of life; 


and to be had in the church and ordinances of it ; 
fee Fobn xii. 24. and for wine, the*precious truths 
of the word, which, like the beft wine, go down 
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fweetly ; the difcoveries of the love of God and 
Chrift, which are better than fpiced wine; and the 
blood of Chrift, fignified by the wine in the Lord’s 


fupper, which is drink indeed, Cant. vii. 9. and 


ii. 2,4. Fobn vi. 55. and for oil, the grace of the 
Spirit, and larger meafures of it; which is the 
golden oil, that thro’ the golden pipes of ordi- 
nances is emptied out of the fulneis of grace in 
Chrift into the hearts of his people, Zech. iv. 12. 
and for the young of the flock, and of the herd, the 
beft of them, which being flain in facrifice, typi- 
fied Chrift the paffover-lamb, and fatted calf, and 
which makes the principal part of the gofpel-feaft, 
Matt. xxii. 4. now, for all thefe the redeemed of 
the Lord flow to Zion, and to the goodnefs of the 
Lord there ; which denotes their coming in great 
numbers, in fhoals, as the ftreams of a flowing 
river; in conjunction and harmony fogether; in the 
lively and flowing exercife of grace, and all mov- 
ing one way, and to one center, and with the 
greateft pleafure, delight and chearfulnefs; thus 
the Targum, ‘ and they fhall delight in the good 
‘* which the Lord giveth unto them ;” and fo the 
Syriac verfion: and their foul fhail be as a watered 
garden in a thriving and profperous condition : 
the foul of a believer is as a garden, in which are 
planted the graces of the Spirit ; and which does 
not lie open to every one, but to Chrift, who is 
the object of every grace ; has the fole property of 
this garden, where he walks and dwells : and this 
is watered by the Lord himfelf, with the dews of 
his grace, and by the miniftry of his word; which 
drops and diftils as the rain upon the mown grafs; 
when every plant lifts up its head, and looks plea- 
fant, fhoots up and grows, and brings forth fruit : 
and they fhall not forrow any more at all; have no 
occafion for it, being loved with an everlafting 
love, ¥. 3. redeemed by Chrift out of the hand of 
their mighty enemies, ¥. 11. and enjoying all the 
goodnefs of the Lord, and of his houfe, as in 
this verfe; and being partakers of Chrift, and the 
bleffings of grace in him, in whom there is always 
caufe of rejoicing ; tho’ this will not have its full 
accomplifhment, as long as the faints are in the — 
prefent ftate; having a body of fin and death, 
being liable to the temptations of fatan, and di- 
vine defertions ; and'until they come into the Ferz- 
falem-ftate, when there will be no more finning, 
and fo no more forrowing, Rev. xxi. 4. en 
¥. 13. Then foall the virgin rejoice in the dance, 
beth young men and old together, &c.] Not any ~ 
particular virgin, but all virgins, as Kimchi inter- 
prets it. The Targum is, ‘* then fhall the con- 
“* oregation of [/rae/ rejoice as in dances ;” it ma 
very well be underftood of the church of Chrift 
efpoufed to him as a chafte virgin, and of her fpi- 
ritual joy in him, in allufion to the joy exprefled — 
by fuch perfons in dancing, both upon civil and 
religious accounts ; and it denotes, that the jo 
fhould be very general and extenfive, that perfon 
of every age and fex fhould partake of it; fe 
Zech. ix.17: for I will turn their mourning into joy; 


made for them; tho’ they come w 
yet when come thither, fing in the. 
y¥. 9,12. their fafts, as elfewhere,’ turne 

feftivals; fometimes the. joy of the faints is fud- 
denly turned into grief, and again their forrow 
turned into joy; fee Pf xxx. 5, 6,7, 1, 12: and 
will comfort them; with the difcoveries of phy 
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with the divine prefence and views of pardoning 
grace: and make them rejoice from their forrow ; 
caufe their forrow to break off thro’ joy: or, after 
sa forrow * ; that being ended, joy fhall fuc- 
ceed. 

¥.14. And I will fatiate the foul of the priefts 
with fatnefs, &c.] Meaning either the minifters 
of the gofpel, who fhould not only be liberally 
provided for as to their maintenance, which is too 
low a fenfe; but filled with {fpiritual good things, 
with the doétrines of the gofpel, and a comfort- 
able experience of them, that they may be able to 
feed others with knowledge and underftanding ; or 


fince, under the gofpel-difpenfation, there is no |’ 


fuch diftinét order of men, under the name of 
priefts, but all the faints are made kings and priefts 
to God, they may be here meant, as follows: and 
my people fhall be fatisfied with my goodnefs, faith 
the Lord , to which they are faid to flow, y. 12. 
fee the note there. But left it fhould be thought 
that there would be no manner of trouble and af- 
fiction in thofe times, two inftances as follow, are 
given; the one at the beginning, and the other 
towards the clofe of them, expreffive of diftrefs ; 
one on temporal, the other on fpiritual accounts. 
¥.15. Thus faith the Lord, a voice was beard in 
Ramah, &c.|]. Which fignifies an high place ; 
hence the Targum paraphrafes it, ** in the high 
*« place of the world ;” and fo the Vulgate Latin 
verfion, ‘* in an high place;” but it is here the 
proper name of a place, of a city in the tribe of 
Benjamin, Fofb. xviii. 25. and this voice heard was 
not a voice of joy and gladnefs as before, but of 
lamentation and bitter weeping , fignifying great for- 
row and diftrefs upon fome very extraordinary oc- 
cafion ; and is as follows: Rachel weeping for her 
children , not really and in perfon, but by a figu- 
rative way of fpeaking. Rachel is introduced as 
reprefenting the fewi/b women in thofe parts mourn- 
ing for their flaughtered infants, even thofe that 
were flaughtered fome time after the birth of Chrift ; 
for to this barbarous fact are the words applied by 
the evangelift Matthew, as a fulfilment of them, 
Matt. ii. 16, 17, 18. and with great propriety and 
pertinence is Rachel brought in as the chief, yea, 
fole mourner, perfonating all the forrowful mo- 
thers ; fince Remab was in the tribe of Benjamin, 


‘a child of hers, as far as which it feems the bloody 


maffacre referred to reached, from Bethlebem, where 
it began; and fince Rachel’s grave was between 
thefe two places, Gex. xxxv. 18, 19. fhe is repre- 
fented as rifing out of her grave to aét this part ; 
or it fignifies, that could fhe have been fenfible of 
this inhuman affair, and could have come out of 
her grave, fhe would have done what fhe is here 
reprefented to do; and the rather is fhe mentioned, 
fince fhe was fo affectionately fond and defirous of 
children, Gen. xxx. 1: refufed to be comforted for 
her children; by any of her friends, the lofs was 
fo great, the affliction fo heavy: becaufe they were 
not; or, becaufe be was not 2; the Meffiah was not, 
but was flain among the reft of the children, as 
the Fewi/fh mothers, whom Rachel perfonated, ima- 
gined ; and this heightened their diftrefs, and filled 
them with more grief and trouble than the lofs of 
their own children: but.as Matthew has the plural 
number, the Targum, and all the Oriental verfions, 
it is beft.to underftand. it of the children who were 
not; that is, they were dead; they were not in the 


‘land of the living, as this phrafe is ufed in Gea, 
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XxXvil. 30, and xlii. 13, 46. which fhows that this 
is not to be underftood of the Babylonifo captivit 
and of the mourning of the ewi/b women on that 
account ; fince the caufe of this was death, and 
not captivity ; befides, mourning for fo general a 
calamity as captivity, would not have been con- 
fined to mothers, and to fome only, and to one 
particular place ; tho’ fo the Fewi/h writers inter- 
pret it; and the Targum, which is, ‘* a voice was 
“* heard in the high place of the world, the houfe 
of J/rael weeping’ and mourning after Feremiab 
the prophet, whom Naduzaradan the chief of 
thofe that flew, fent from Ramah; lamentation 
and weeping with bitternefs, Feru/alem weeping 
for her children, refufed to be comforted for 
her children, becaufe they were ‘gone into cap- 
tivity.” 
¥.16. Thus faith the Lord, refrain thy voice from 
weeping, and thine eyes from tears, &c.] Tho’ for- 
row on fuch an occafion may be lawfully indulged, 
yet it ought to be moderated ; and attention fhould 
be given to thofe things which may ferve to relieve 
under it, and efpecially when they come from the 
Lord himfelf; then a ftop is to be put to the 
mournful voice, and wet eyes are to be dried up: 
for thy work fhall be rewarded, faith the Lord, in 
bearing thefe children, and bringing them into the 
world, and expreffing fuch an affectionate and ten- 
der concern for them; fignifying, that the trouble 
of bearing and bringing them into the world, and 
nurfing them the time they did live, fhould not, 
as it might feem, be fruitlefs, and to anfwer no 
end ; but it fhould be feen hereafter, that all this 
was not in vain; nor fhould they think it fo; but 
that they have an ample recompence of all their 
forrow and trouble: and they shall come again from 
the land of the enemy ; meaning either Fofeph, and 
Mary, and Fefus; who, by the warning of an angel, 
went into Egypt, the land of the enemy, where 
the Fewi/b fathers were once evilly intreated, jut 
before this barbarity was committed; where they 
ftayed till all danger was over, and then returned; 
fee Matt. ii. 13-21. compared with Hof. xi. 1. or 
rather the murdered children, who, in the refur- 
rection-morn fhal]l return from the grave, the land 
of that /aft enemy, death, which fhall be deftroyed:; 
and fo Rachel, and the Fewifh mothers fhe per- 
fonates, are comforted with the hopes of a better 
refurrection ; fee Heb. xi. 35. 1 Theff. iv. 13, 14. 
¥.17. And there is hope in thine end, faith the 
Lord, &c.] Or, hope for thy pofterity'; for their 
children that had been maffacred, that thefe fhould 
rife again, and enjoy a bleffed immortality, as the 
next claufe feems to explain and confirm it: that 
thy children foall come again to their own border, 
either to the border of the land of J/rael, as Fo- 
Jeph, Mary, and Fefus did, Matt. ii. 21,22. or ra- 
ther to the borders of the tribes of Fudab and 
Benjamin, where this cruel murder was committed ; 
and fo the intimation is, that they fhall rife again, © 
and ftand upon that very fpot of ground where 
their blood was fpilt;. and not only fo, but enter 
into, and dwell upon the new earth in the Feru- 
falem-ftate ; and alfo enter into the heavenly Ca- 
naan, and dwell with Chrift for evermore, on whofe 
| account their lives were taken away. 
. ¥. 18. D have furely heard Ephraim bemoaning bim- 
feif thus, &c.] Not Ephraim in perfon; tho’, as 
| he was a very affectionate and tender-hearted man, 
as appears from 1 Chron. vii. 22. he is with like 
pro- 
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propriety introduced, as Rachel before ; but E- 
phraim intends J/rael, or the ten tribes, and even 
all the people of the Zews ; and the prophecy feems 
to refpect the convertion of them in the latter day, 
when they fhall be in foul-trouble, and bemoan 
their fins, and their finful and wretched eftate, and 
efpecially their rejection of the Meffiah ; when they 
fhall look on him whom they have pierced, and 
mourn, and be in bitternefs, as one that mourns 
for his firft-born, and which the Lord will take 
notice of and obferve, Zech. xii. 10, 11. Hof. xiv. 
8. and it may be applied to the cafe of every fen- 
fible finner bemoaning their finful nature, want of 
righteoufnefs; impotence to all that is fpiritually 
good; their violations of the righteous law of 
God; and the curfe they are liable to on account 
of it; their many fins againft a God of love, grace 
and mercy; and their ruined and undone ftate and 
condition by fin; all which the Lord takes notice 
of: hearing I have heard*; which denotes the cer- 
tainty of it, and with what attention he hears, 
yea with what pleafure; it is the moan of his 
doves, of thofe who are like doves of the valley, 
every one mourning for his iniquity; he hears, fo 
as he anfwers; and fympathizing with them, he 
fends comfort to them, and delivers them out of 
their troubles: thou haf chaftifed me, and I was 
chaftifed, this is the cafe bemoaned ; not fo much 
the chaftifing hand of God, as unaffectednefs with 
it, and not being the better for it; the Lord has 
indeed, as if Ephraim fhould fay, chaftifed me, and 
I have been chaftifed by him, and that is all; it 
has made no manner of imprefion upon me; I 
have not received correction, nor has it been of 
any ufe to me; and this he bemoaned: and this 
will be the cafe of the ews when they are con- 
verted ; they will then reflect upon all the correc- 
tions and chaftifements of God, under which they 
have been ever fince the rejeétion of the Meffiah, 
and ftill are; and yet are now ftupid under them, 
and take no notice of them, and are never the 
better for them ; and this they’ll lament when their 
eyes are opened: and {fo it is with particular per- 
fons at converfion; in their ftate of unregeneracy 
they have been chaftened and corrected by the Lord, 
by one providence or another, by one difeafe and 
diforder or another, and they have not obferved 
it; it has not wrought upon them, nor awakened 
them to a fenfe of danger ; God has fpoken once, 
and twice, in this rough way, and they have not 
perceived; he has ftricken them, and they have not 
grieved; beaten them, and they felt it not; but 
now being made fenfible, they bemoan their for- 
mer ftupidity and inattention, and wonder at the 
forbearance and goodnefs of God: as a bullock un- 
accuftomed to the yoke; or to draw the plough ; as 
fenfelefs and as ftupid, yea as thoughtlefs of danger, 
as that creature is when led to the flaughter; as 
untaught, as the word ' fignifies; as ignorant of 
divine and fpiritual things; knowing nothing of 
Chrift, or God in Chrift, or of the way of falva- 
tion by him, and of the operations of shis fpirit 
and grace; as unruly as that to bear the yoke of 
the law, or the yoke of Chrift; and as impatient 
under the yoke of affliction, kicking, toffing and 
flinging like a wild. bull in a net; all which give 
concern to an awakened mind, that now fees its 
need of converfion, and prays for it, as follows: 


TER Ee id ia 


Ch. xxxi. ¥. 19: 
: -oee 
not a mere reformation of manners, or converfion 
to a doctrine or doctrines ; nora reftoration afte 
backflidings ; nor a carrying on of the work of 
grace on the foul, and a daily renewing it; but 
the firft work of converfion; which lies in a man’s 
being turned from darknefs to light, from the 
power of fatan to God; is a turn of the heart, 
and not of the head and action only ; of the will, 
affections, and biafs of the mind; it is a turning: 
of perfons to the Lord Jefus Chrift, to look to 
him for righteoufnefs, life and falvation ; and in 
fuch fenfe will the Fews be turned in the latter 
day, 2 Cor. ili. 16. and this being prayed for, not 
only fhews a fenfe of need of it, but of inability 
to work it; that it is not in the power of man to 


do it; that he is not active, but paffive in it; that 


it is the Lord’s work, and his only ; and that when 
he does it, it is done effectually: for thou art the 
Lord my God , the Lord, the mighty Jehovah, and 
therefore able to do it; my God, covenant-God, 
who has promifed to do it; and by virtue of co- 
venant-grace will be the converfion of the Yews ; 
and to which the converfion of every one is owing, 
Rom. xi. 25, 26. or, for thou thalt be the Lord my 
God; I will own, acknowledge, fear, ferve and 
elority thee as fuch, being converted to thee; fee 
Gen, XXVili. 20, 21. 

¥. 19. Surely after that I was turned, I repented, 
&c.] Lphraim’s prayer was anfwered ; as he prayed 
ne might be turned, he was; and when he was 
turned, then he repented, not only of fin in gene- 
ral, but of fuch fins as he had been particularly 
guilty of; not only of the groffér actions of life, 
but of inward fins, fecret lufts and corruptions ; 
even of fins of holy things, having now different 
fentiments, affections, and conduét: and ‘this is 
what is called evangelical repentance, and is from 
the grace of God; fprings from love ; flows from 
a fight of God, and a view of Chrift; is increafed 
by the difcoveries of God’s love, and is unto life 
and falvation; and this fort of repentance follows 
upon converfion ; there muft be firft a true and 
real converfion, before this evangelical repentance 
can take place: and after that I was infiruGed, I 
Jmote upon my thigh; as exprefiive of forrow for 
fin, after a godly fort; of indignation at it; and 
fhame and confufion for it; and alfo of aftonifh- 
ment, at the mercy, forbearance, and long-fuffering 
of God, Ezek, xxi. 12. Luke xviii. 13. and this. 
humiliation follows upon fpiritual inftruétion, which 
is previoufly neceflary to it; after it was made known 
to me"; as the words may be rendered ; what‘a 
finful, guilty, impure, and impotent, and unrigh- 
teous creature he was; after that he became ac- 
quainted with himfelf, and his wretched ftate and 
condition ; when inftructed either by the rod, or 
by the word, and by the Spirit of God, in’ the 
ufe of both, or either; when led into the know- 
ledge of divine things; of the love and grace of 
God thro’ Chrift ; of the perfon, offices and glory 
of Chrift; of the way of life and falvation by 
him; and of the doétrines of pardon, and righte- 
oufnefs, and acceptance thro’ him: J was afbamed, 
yea, even confounded, becaufe I did bear aes. 
of my youth, in his confcience ; the fins and’ fol- 
lies of his youth being prefented and fet before 
him, and he convinced of them, was filled with 
membrance of them; 


fhame and confufion at the rerr 


turn thou me, and I foall be turned ; which defigns | which is a common thing, when a man is thoroughly 
. ; a 
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awakened and converted, and is brought to true) ever, as hie here fays, I do earneftly remember him 


repentance and humiliation. So the Targum, ‘* be- 
** caufe we have received the reproach.-of our fins, 
*¢ which were of old.” 

y. 20. Is Ephraim my dear fon ? &c.] Queftions 
put in this form, in the Hebrew language, ufually 
more vehemently deny ; and then the fenfe mutt 
be, Ephraim is not my dear fon: and agreeable to 
this, all the following claufes mutt be interpreted ; 
which feems quite cantrary to the {cope and defign 
of the context: wherefore it feems better to render 
the words thus, is not Ephraim my dear fon ? yes, 
he is; and fo is every one that ftands in the rela- 
tion of children to the Lord, they are all of them 
his dear children, Eph. v. 1. his beloved ones, loved 
by him with an everlafting love; they are precious 
to him, as the word ufed fignifies ; they are dear 
to him as the apple of his eye; they are highly 
efteemed of by him; they are his jewels and. pe- 
culiar treafure: how precious they are to him, ap- 
pears. by his parting with his own moft precious 
Son for their fakes ; by fympathizing with them 
under all their afflictions ; by providing fo largely 
and liberally for them ; by feeding them with the 
moft delicious food; by clothing them with the 
robe of righteoufnefs, and garments of falvation ; 
by protecting them with a guard of angels, and 
preparing an incorruptible inheritance for them. 
Is he a pleafant child? or, is be not a child of de- 
lights *? verily he is: and fo are all the children 
of God by adopting grace; they are pleafant to 
him for delights; they are little images of himfelf, 
in whem he is well pleafed; they are lovely and 
comely in his fight, thro’ the perfect comelinefs of 
Chrift, that is put upon them; their fpeech is comely 
and pleafant to him; their prayer is his delight; 
and efpecially he loves to hear them cry Abba Fa- 
ther, tho’ they do but lifp it out ; juft as parents 
take pleafure in their children, which are images 
of themfelves, and comely in their view ; particu- 
larly when they begin to talk, and can juft lifp 
out their names. Moreover, as the little actions 
of children, though there may be a great deal of 
childifhnefs in them, are pleafing to their parents, 
fo are the aéts of grace and duty well pleafing to 
God ; thofe of faith, hope, fear, and love, and the 
feveral duties of religion, tho’ but imperfectly per- 
formed: and their nearnefs to him, and commu- 
nion with him, which he indulges them with, fhew 
his delight in them ; he kiffés them with the kiffes 
of his mouth; he dandles them on his knee, and 
comforts them, as one whom his mother comforts ; 
he carries them in his bofom,; he takes them by 
the hand, and teaches them to go, and lays meat 
before them. For fince I fpake againft him; in his 
word, and by his providences; by way of com- 
plaint, as a peevifh, perverfe, backfliding, and re- 
bellious child ; by way of threatning with the rod, 
in cale of impenitence and obftinacy; by way of 
rebuke, tho’ in love, for many mifdemeanors and 
offences ; and in a providential, tho? not in a ju- 
dicial way : God has nothing againft his children 
in a judicial way, all their fins being atoned for 
by Chrift ; but in a providential way he has many 
things againft them for their correction and cha- 
ftifement; at leaft which feem to be againft them, 
tho’ they all work together for their good. How- 


¥ a) “YP? [IM nonne filias pretiofus mihi? Pagninus, 
Montanus ; num natus deliciarum ? Schmidt. 


Pagainus, Montanus, Calvin; recordor, Janius & Tremellius, Pifcator. 
midas, Junius & Tremellius, Pifeator; palmulas, Tigurine verfion, a “Pj palma. 


facua eris? Majus apud Steckium, p. 358. 
Mon I N*.. 17: 


? 
x‘ 


~ 


Montanus. “ESyyyyy 
Y “NY ISIN “Dt recordando recordabor ejus iterum, Schmidt ; fo 


Siill ; or, in remembring I will or do remember him 
filly; conftantly; as well as earneftly ; God never 
forgets his children, though they and others may 
think he does ; fee J/ xlix. 14, 15, 16, he forgets 
their fins, but not their perfons ; he is ever mind- 
ful of his covenant with them, and remembers his 
promifes to them ; he remembers both his love to 
them, and their.love to him; yea, he remembers 
their thoughts of him, their words concerning him, 
and their works done in his name, and to his 
glory ; his dear children are had in everlafting 
remembrance, and are never forgotten by him. 
Therefore my bowels are troubled for him found for 
him, or yearn toward him; fo that he did not do 
what he threatened, or was feemingly about to do. 
The phrafe is expreffive of great relentings, ftrong 
compaffion, and melting pity in his heart, towards 
his Ephraim, his dear and delightful children; fee 
fof. xi. 8, 9. Iwill furely have mercy on him, faith 
the Lord; or thew mercy to him; as the Lord 
does to his children, by receiving them gracioufly 
upon their return; by manifefting and applying 
pardoning grace ; by beftowing frefh mercies and 
favours on them; and by bringing them fafe to 
eternal glory and happinefs. 

W. 21. Set thee up way-marks, make thee high 
heaps, 8c.| Of ftones, raifed up as pillars, or like 
pyramids ; or upright, as palm-trees, which fig- 
nification the word * has ; to be marks and figns, 
to know the way again upon a return. ‘The Tar- 
gum is, ** O congregation of J/rael, remember the 
** right works of thy fathers ; pour out fupplica- 
** tions; in bitternefs fet thy heart.” And {fo the 
Vulgate Latin verfion interprets the laft claufe, put 
on bitterneffes, without any fenfe; fo Cocceius. The 
defign of the words is to put the Yews upon 
thoughts of returning to their own land, and to 
prepare for it. Set thine heart towards the bigh- 
way, even the way which thou wentef ; from Fuded 
to Babylon, or into other countries ; think of going 
the fame way back again; for as there was a high- 
way from Yudea, there is one to it; let thine heart 
be upon returning that way. archi reads, the 
way which I went ; that is, the way in which the 
Lord went with the people; the right way in which 
he guided and direéted them; and in which fol- 
lowing him, they could not err; fee J/ xxxv. 8. 
The Yargum is, “* confider the works which thou 
“ haft done, whether they are right, when thou 
“* goeft in a way afar off.’ Turn again, O virgin 
of Ifrael, turn again to thefe thy cities; an invita- 
tion and encouragement to the Yews, to turn again 
to their own land; as from the Babylonifh capti- 
vity, fo from all lands in the latter day ; which is 
yet to be fulfilled, and to which the prophecy 
more properly belongs. 

¥. 22. How long wilt thou go about, O thou back- 
Sliding daughter ? &c.| From place to place, from 
country to country, from one kingdom to another, 
as the Fews do to this day; and not return unto 
the Lord, and David their king, and to their own 
country. Or, bow long wilt thou be foolifb*? in 
backfliding from the Lord; in flighting the writ- 
ten word; neglecting the promifes and prophecies, 
the exhortations, cautions, and inftructions therein 
given ; in adhering to, and extolling the traditions 
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of the elders, even above the feriptures ; in per- 
tinacioufly rejecting the Meffiah, next prophefied 
of; all. which folly the ews are {till guilty of, 
and continue in. So the word fignifies in the Ara- 
bic language *. For the Lord hath created a new 
thing in the earth, a woman foall compafs a man, a 
mighty one, a mighty man, the man Jehovah’s 
fellow ; conceived, contained, and encompaffed, in 
the womb of the virgin, the woman, whofe feed 
he was to be of, and of whom he was: this was a 
new, unheard of, extraordinary thing, a creation, a 


work of almighty power! the human nature of 
Chrift was formed and prepared by the power of 


the Holy Ghoft, without the help of man; and 
this now is mentioned as an argument and an en- 
couragement to the Yews to return to their own 
land, fince the Meffiah is born there of a virgin, 
as it was foretold he fhould. This feems to be the 
true and genuine fenfe of the words, and other 
fenfes weak and impertinent; as when they are 
made to refer to the heroic fpirit in fome women 
fuperior to men; to the unufual practice of women 
fuing to men for marriage ; and to the people of 
d/rael, returning to the Lord from their. apoftacy. 
So the Yargum, ‘* for behold, the Lord hath 
** created a new thing in the earth, and the people 
“* of the houfe of J/rael have given themfelves up 
“* to the law.” And very foreign are the fenfes 
which fome chriftian interpreters give of this paf- 
fage ; as when they interpret it of the ews con- 
quering and oppreffing their enemies; or of the 
Fewifh church feeking after God, her hufband, 
when feparated from him; or of the chriftian 
church, tho’ weak, refifting her mighty perfecu- 
tors by her confeffion of faith, and overcoming 
them; or of the church under the New Teftament 
embracing Chrift; which indeed is preferable to 
the other, and efpecially to that popifh one of the 
eucharift, containing the body of Chrift* ; but the 
true fenfe is what is before given: and even fome 
of the Fewifh doctors themfelves have acknow- 
ledged, that the Meffiah is here intended. In an 
ancient ‘ book of theirs, on mention of thefe words, 
*tis added, ‘* this fhall be in the time of the Mef- 
‘© fiah, which will be on the fixth day ;” 2. e. the 
fixth millennium. And elfewhere *, @ woman fhall 
compafs a man, fays R. Hona, in the name of R. 
Ame, this is the king Meffiah. So fays R. Fofbua 
ben Levi‘, ** he, z. e. God, heals with the fame 
«* he wounds ; fo you will find in J/rae/, they fin- 
** ned by a virgin, and were punifhed in virgins, 
Ezek. xxiii. Lam. v. fo he comforts them by a 
virgin, according to Jer. xXxxi. 21, 22. ‘urn 
again, O virgin of Ifrael, &c. a woman fhall com- 
pafs a man. R. Huna, in the name of R. Idi 
and R. Fofbuah, faid, that this man is the king 
Meffiah, of whom it is faid, Pf ii. 7. this day 
© have I begotten thee *.” 

¥. 23. Thus faith the Lord of hots, the God of 
Jfrael, &c.| The governor of the whole world, 
the Lord of armies above and below ; and yet has 
a peculiar regard to J/rael, his fpiritual J/rael, whofe 
covenant-God and Father he is; and is to be be- 
lieved in what he after fays, the fulfilment of which 
may be depended on: as yet they fhall ufe this fpeech 
in the land of Fudab, and in the cities thereof, when 
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I hall bring again their captivity; not the 
captivity, but their prefent one; for upon 
return trom Baédylon, tho’ there-was a reformati 


among them, by means of Ezra, and Weheniab, 


and others, yet not fo great an one as is here fug- 
gefted; when, by way of falutation and prayer, the 
following words will be faid by all that know 
them, and with well to them, as had been hereto- 
fore: the Lord blefs thee, O habitation of juftice, and 
mountain of holine/s ; for now “ferufalem will be the 
habitation of righteous men, and every pot or per- 
fon in it, and in Fudab fhall be holinefs to the Lord, 
Zech. xiv, 21. and fo fhall be bleffed of God, and 
pronounced bleffed by men, by all good men, a- 
mong the Gentiles, who will rejoice at their con- 
verfion, reftoration, and reformation. 

¥. 24. And there frail dwell in Fudab itfetf, and 
in all the cities thereof together, &c.| In peace and 
unity, in great concord and harmony: Su/band- 
men, and thofe that go forth with flocks; hufband- 
men and fhepherds ; meaning fuch, not merely in 
a temporal fenfe, but in a f{piritual one; minifters 
of the gofpel, labourers with God, and under him, 
in the hufbandry of his church, paftors after his 
own heart, to feed his people, his flocks, his fheep 
and lambs, with knowledge and underftanding ; 
who fhall agree in their miniftry, teaching the. 
fame doétrines, and adminiftring the fame ordi- 
nances, according to the rule of the word. 

¥. 25. For I have fatiated the weary foul, 8c. 
As finners are at firft awakenings and convictions ; 
when fin is made exceeding finful and loathfome 
to them, and becomes an uneafinefs, and they a 
burden to themfelves on account of it; when they 
labour, till they are weary, to get food for their 
famifhing fouls; weary in feeking for righteoufneis 
to cover them, in working for life to fave them, and 
enquiring after reft; but can’t find neither food, nor 
righteou{nefs, nor life, nor reft, till they come to 
Chrift : and as all the faints are weary of a bady 
of fin and death, with mourning over it, and 
groaning under it; weary of fatan’s temptations 
and buffetings; weary of the world, and the men 
of it, and with afflictive difpenfations of providence 
in it; and are as weary travellers pafling thro’ a 
wafte, howling wildernef$ ; thefe the Lord /atates, 
refrefhes, and even inebriates », as the word’ ufed 
fignifies, with his love; which is very reviving and 
refrefhing, and is a feaft of itfelf; and is very ja- 
tisfying when it is fhed abroad in the heart; when 
fouls have a delightful fenfe of it, and fee their. 
intereft in it; particularly fatiates with his pardoning 
grace and mercy, and with food and fulnef§ of it in 
Chrift ; with righteoufnefs, life, and falvation by ~ 
him; and with reft, peace, joy, and comfort in « 
him: and this, tho’. a promife and prophecy of 
what would be, yet becaufe of the certainty. of it, 
is reprefented as if it had been done already; as . 
alfo what follows : and I have replenifhed every for- 
rowful foul, that is forry for fin after a godly fort, | 
and mourns for it after an evangelical manner; is 
troubled for want of the divine prefence, and is . 
preffed with afflictions inward and outward: th 
the Lord replenifbes or fills! that is, with a 
good, as the Zergum adds, and fills them to fa- 
tisfaction ; with Chrift, and all good things by 
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‘hint ; with peace, pardon, righteoufnefs, and fal- 
vation ; with the Spirit, his gifts and graces, with 
‘gofpel-provifions, the goodnefs and fatnefs of his 
houfe; with all fpiritual bleffings now, and with 
glory and happinets hereafter. The Septuagint, and 
all the Oriental verfions, ‘inftead of weary and /or- 
rowful, render the words thirfly and bungry: and 
fuch as hunger and thirft after righteoufhefs; after 
the difcoveries of pardoning grace; after Chritt, 
and falvation by him; after more knowledge of 
him, and communion with him; are, fooner or later, 
filled with thofe things they are hungring and thirit- 
ing after; fee Matt. v. 6. 

¥. 26. Upon this I awakened, and bebeld, &c.] 
When or after he beheld or had feen the vifion and 
prophecy concerning the incarnation of Chrift, and 
the glory and happineis of his church and people 
in the latter day, he awoke ; for it feems the pro- 
phecy, contained in this and the preceding chap- 
ter, was delivered to Feremiah in a dream; who, 
when he had feen the vifion, and upon the laft 
words being fpoken to him, awoke out of it: and 
my fleep was fweet unto me, as it muft needs be, to 
have fo many gracious promifes, and glorious pro- 
phecies, delivered to hirh in it. Some underftand 
the words, that when he awoké out of fleep, he 
faw and confidered with pleafure what had been 
made known to. him; and then fell into a fweet 
fleep again, which was not ufual with him. To 
which the Zergum inclines, ‘* the prophet faid, 
 ‘becaufe of this good news of the days of confo- 
lation (7. ¢. the days of the Meffiah) that fhould 
come, I was raifed up, and faw; again I flept, 
and my fleep was profitable to me.” So Kimchi. 

ome interpret the words of Chrift, and of his 
fleep in the grave. 

¥. 27. Behold, the days come, faith the Lord, 
&c.] Or, are coming *; and will be here fhortly : 
that I will fow the houfe of Ifrael, and the houfe of 
Judah, with the feed of man, and with the feed of 
beaft , that is, will multiply both man and beaft, 
fo that there fhall be a great increafé ; whereas, 
thro’ war, famine, peftilence, and captivity, their 
number was greatly reduced. The allufion is to 
the fowing of a field with feed, which in due time 
fprings up, and produces a large increafe. Some 
underftand this of the fpiritual bleffing of regene- 
ration ; but that is not of corruptible feed, fuch 
as is here mentioned, but of incorruptible feed, by 
the word of God: tho’ this may be a type of the 
fruitfulnefs of the church in gofpel-times ; fince 
afterwards an account is given of the new cove- 
nant, which fhould take place in thofe times. 

¥. 28. And it fhall come to pafs, that like as I 
have watched over them, &c.] In providence; look- 
ed upon them with an eye of vindictive juftice; ob- 
ferved all their actions and motions; diligently at- 
tended to every thing that paffed, and took, the 
firft and moft fitting opportunity : to pluck up, 
and to break down, and to throw down, and to de- 
firey, and to afi ; which words, as they have an 
elegance, and an agreeablenefs in their found, in 
the original ; fo they are expreffive of the utter 
overthrow of the city, temple, and nation of the 
Fews, and of the feveral troubles and calamities 
they fhould be afflicted with : fo will I watch over 
them, be as careful and diligent, as intent, earneft, | fings and promifés are; and as a note of admira-. 
and early: to build, and to plant, faith the Lord ; | tion, it being juftly to be wondered at, that Gad 
to build their city and temple, and to plant them | fhould make a covenant with fuch finful and un- 
in their own land. So the church of God is his! worthy creatures as he has. That J will meke a 

. new 


building, whofe foundation he lays, the fuperftruc- 
ture of which he rears up, and will compleat it 
in his own time;. and it is his plantation, inro 
which he puts his pleafant plants, his plants of re- 
nown; which he waters with his Spirit and grace, 
by the miniftry of the word, that they may grow, 
and become fruitful. vs sei 

¥. 29. In thofe days they foall fay uo more, 8c} 
The folléwing proverb or by-word; they fhould. 
have no occafion to ufe.it, nor fhould they chufe 
to ufe it; fince they would underftand themfelves; 
and the difpenfations of providence towards them, 
better than to ufe it: the fathers have eaten a four 
grape, and the childrens teeth are fet on edge, that 
is, the fathers have finned; and the children are 
punifhed for their fins, So the Targum, <‘ the fa- 
‘¢ thers have finned, and the children are fmitten.” 
This was in fome fenfe true; they were punifhed 
for their fathers fins in the captivity, particularly 
for Manafeb’s ; nor was it unufual with God to 
vifit the iniquities of the fathers upon the children ; 
nor at all unjuft, fince they were a part of their 
parents, and efpecially fince they were guilty of the 
fame fins ; nor is it thought unjuft among men to 
punifh children for the treafon of their parents, as. 
every fin is treafon againft God. But this was not 
all that was meant by this proverb; the fenfe of 
thofe that ufed it was, that they themfelves were 
quite clear and innocent, and that they only fuf- 
fered for their fathers faults; which was falfe, of 
which they fhould be convinced, and ufe the pro- 
verb no more, as charging God with injuftice. 

¥. 30. But every one fhall die for bis own iniquity; 
&c.] His own perfonal iniquity ; and not a cor- 
poral death only, but an eternal one, which is the 
juft wages of fin. It feems to intimate, that after 
the Babylonifh captivity, no public calamity fhould 
come upon them for the fins of their fathers and 
their own jointly, but for their. own iniquities 
fingly ; fo their laft deftruction by the Romans 
was for their perfonal difbelief and rejection of the 
Meffiah; fee Fobn viii. 24. and the calamities upon 
them ever fince, have been for the fame reafon. 
Indeed, they imprecated his blood upon them, and 
upon their children, and fo it is; but then, their 
children are under the power of the fame fin of 
unbelief, and will remain fo, until the veil is taken 
away, and they turn to the Lord ; after which it 
will ftill be a more clear cafe, that every one fhall 
die for his own iniquity. Every man that eateth 
the four grape, bis teeth fhall be fet on edge; fin, 
tho’ it may be efteemed a fweet morfel, is a four 
grape, and will prove fo in the iflue; and will give 
a man as much trouble and difquietude, when he 
is convinced of the evil of it, or fuffers the pu- 
nifhment of it, as when a man’s ¢ecth are fet on 
edge; and indeed, the confequence of it will be 
weeping, wailing, and gnafhing of teeth. 

y¥. 31. Bebold, the days come, faith the Lord, &c.] 
This refers to gofpel-times, as is. clear from the 
quotation and application by the apoftle, Hed. vii. 
§$—12. and it is owned by a modern Few ', to 
belong to the times of the Meffiah. It is intro- 
duced with a Jebold, as a note of attention, point- 
ing to fomething of moment, and very agreeable 
and defirable, as the covenant of grace, its blef- 
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new covenant with the houfe of Urael, and with the 
houje of Fudab; by this covenant is meant the co- 
venant of grace; called new, not becaufe newly 
made, for it was made with the ele in Chrift 
trom everlafting ; fo early was Chrift fet up as the 
Mediator of it; and fo early were promifes made, 
and bleffings given, to them in him: nor becaufe 
newly revealed ; for it was made known to all the 
faints, more or lefs, under the former difpenfation, 
particularly to David, to Abraham, yea to our firft 
parents immediately after the fall, tho” more clearly 
manifefted under the gofpel-difpenfation ; but be- 
caufe of its new mode of exhibition; not by types, 
and fhadows, and facrifices, as formerly ; but by 
the miniftry of the word, and the adminiftration 
of gofpel-ordinances ; and in diftinction from the 
former covenant, which is done away, as to the 
mode of it; and becaufe it is a famous covenant, 
an excellent one, a better covenant, bet of all; 
better than the covenant of works, and even bet- 
ter than the covenant of grace, under the former 
adminiftration ; in the clear manifeftation, and ex- 
tenfive application of it; and in the ratification of 
it by the blood of Chrift ; befides, it provides and 
promifes new things, as a new heart, and a new 
fpirit ; to which may be added, that it may be 
called new, becaufe it is always new; it continues, 
it ftands firm, as Kimchi obferves, and fhall not 
be made void ; it will never be fucceeded nor an-- 
tiquated by any other covenant, or any other mode 
of adminiftration of it. The perfons with whom 
this covenant is faid to be made, are, the hou/e of 
Ifrael, and of Judah; which was literally true of 
them in the firit times of the gofpel, to whom the 
gofpel was firft preached, and many of them were 
called by grace, and had an application of cove- 
nant-bleffings made to them; and is myitically to 
be underftood of God’s elect, whether Fews or 
Gentiles; the J/rael after the fpirit ; J/raelites in- 
deed, ews inwardly, even all that are fellow-citi- 
zens of the faints, and of the houfhold of God, 
the middle wall of partition being broken down : 
and this making of a covenant with them, intends 
no other than a making it known unto them, 
fhewing it to them, and their intereft in it; in 
God, as their covenant-God; and in Chrift, as 
the Mediator of it ; and an application of the blef- 
fings and promifes of it to them. 

¥. 32. Not according to the covenant that I made 
with their fathers, &c.] Meaning not dbrabam, 
Ifaac and Facob , but the anceftors of the Fews that 
came out of Egypt, as appears by what follows. 
This was the covenant made at Sinai, which is here 
referred to; but the above covenant was not ac- 
cording to that; for, tho’ it was not properly a 
covenant of works, but a typical one; yet it was 
in fome fenfe faulty and deficient; or however, 
the perfons under it were faulty, and did not keep 
it; and befides, it was made with the J/raelites ; 
whereas this new covenant belongs both to Fews 
and Gentiles. That the Sinai-covenant is intended, 
is clear by the following circumftances: in the day 
that I took them by the band, to bring them out of 
the land of Egypt; that is, immediately after their 
being brought out of Egypt, the covenant was made 
with them; fee Exod. xix. 1—8. and xxiv. 7, 8. 
at which time of their bringing out, the Lord 
took them by the hand, as being unable to deliver 
themfelves, and to go out of themfelves ; which 
is expreffive, as of their weaknefs, fo of his power 
and goodneis, kindnefs and tendernefs to them ; 
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and is an aggravation of their ingratitude to him 
in breaking the covenant, made with them at fuch 
a time by the Lord, who was fo kind and indul- 
gent to them ; and which is ftill more fully ex- 
prefled in the following claufe: which my covenant 
they brake, altho’ I was an bufband unto them, faith 
the Lord, they promifed fair, but did not perform ; 
their hearts were not right with God, nor were 
they ftedfaft in his covenant ; tho’ it was fuch a 
folemn tranfaétion, and had the nature of a matri- 
monial contract ; it was the day of their efpoufals ; 
they were betrothed to the Lord, and he ated 
the part of an hufband to them in nourifhing and 
cherifhing them, in providing food and raiment _ 
for them ; manna that continued with them, and 
cloaths that waxed not old 5 and in protecting them 
from their enemies, and bringing them to a g 
fettlement in the land of Canaan. The Septuagint 
verfion renders it, and J regarded them not; and fo 
the apoftle, Hed. viii. 9. for the reconciliation of 
which to the Hebrew text, fee the note on the 
fame. 2 ema 
¥. 33. But this fhall be the covenant that I will 
make with the houfe of Ijrael, after thofe days, faith 
the Lord, &c.] The feveral articles or branches 
of the covenant next follow, which fhew it to be 
different from the former: I will put my ldw in 
their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; not 
the ceremonial law, which was abolifhed when 
this covenant was made ; but rather the moral Jaw 
ftill in force, which is a tranfcript of the nature 
and will of God; was infcribed on Adam’s heart in 
innocence ; is greatly obliterated by fin; a con- 
trary difpofition to it is in man ; this is reinferibed 
in regeneration ; and hence a regard is had to it by 
regenerate perfons, in which lies part of their con- 
formity to Chrift : or elfe, fince the word here ufed 
fignifies doétrine or inftruction, the gofpel and the 
truths of it may be meant; fee Jf ii. 2. and xlii. 
4. Rom. iii. 27. which haye a place, and dwell in 
the hearts of renewed ones. The Septuagint ver- 
fion reads it in the plural number, Jaws; and fo 
does the apoftle, Hed. viii, 10. and may-defign the 
ordinances of the gofpel, and the commandments 
of Chrift; which fuch, who are called by grace, 
have at heart to keep, and are made willing to be. 
fubject to; befides, the principle of grace in the, 
foul is called, the law of the mind, Kom, vii. 23. 
it has the force of a law; is a reigning, governing. 
principle, and which is implanted -in the heart by, 
the Spirit and power of God ; the tables on which, 
this law or laws are written, are not tables of ftone, 
but the flefhly tables of the heart; the heart is. 
the proper feat, both of the law of God and gof- 
pel of Chrift, as well as of the grace of God in — 
all regenerate perfons: and the putting of thofe 
things there denotes knowledge of them, as of 
the fpirituality of the law, and its perfection ; that. 
there is no righteoufnefs by it, and is only ful- 
filled by Chrift ; and that it is a rule of pea 
converfation; and alfo of the do¢trines of the el, 
in the power and favour of them, and of the or-_ 
dinances of it, fo as to practife them, and walk. 
in them; and an experience of the truth and reality, 
of internal grace: and writing them here, may de- 
note affection for, and fubjection to, the above. 
things; and a clear work of grace upon the foul, — 
fo as to be legible, and appear to be the epiftle of. 
Chrift, written not with the ink of nature’s power, . 
but by the fpirit of the living God; fee 2 Cor. 
iii, 3. This paflage is applied to future times, the 
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times of the Meffiah, by:the ews ™: and will be 
their God, and they Jhall be my people; God is the 
God ot his covenant-ones ; not as the God of na- 
ture and providence only, but as the God of grace, 
and as their God and Father in Chrift ; which. is 
preferable to every thing elfe ; all things are theirs; 
nor can they want any good thing ; they need fear 
no enemy; they may depend upon the love of 
God, and be fecure of his power; they may ex- 
pect all -bleffings here and hereafter; for this co- 
venant-intereit will always continue; and they are 
his people in fuch fenfe, as others are not ; a di- 
{tinct, tpecial and peculiar people; a people near 
unto the Lord; high in his favour, and greatly 
blefled by him; all which is made to appear in 
their effectual vocation ; fee 1 Pet. ii. 9, 10. 

¥. 34. did they fhall teach no more every man his 
neighbour, aud every man bis brother, &c.] Which 
is not to be underftood of the outward miniftry of 
the word ; in heaven indeed there will be no need 
of it, nox in the new Ferufalem-ftate ; but in every 
period of: time before it. -In the firft times of. the 
golpel, perfons were appointed and qualified’ by 


" Chrift to be paftors and teachers ; and in the latter 


day men fhall run to and fro, and increafe know- 
ledge; befides, the faints in the prefent ftate ftand 
in need Of teaching; fince they know but in part, 
and there is reom for a growth in grace, and in 
the Knowledge of Chrift: nor does this contradict 
brotherly teaching, or the private inftructions of 
faints in religious converfation and chriftian con- 
ference, which are very ufeful; but is rather op- 
pofed to pretended revelations of private men; or 
to the magifterial dictates of perfons in public office; 
the word of God being the only rule of inftruction 
in righteoufnefs : or this miay be not abfolutely, but 
comparatively faid; fetting forth the abundance of 
knowledge under the gofpel-difpenfation, that, in 
comparifon of former times, there would be no 
need of the means of further knowledge: faying, 
know the Lord; not naturally, or as by the light 
of nature; but fpiritually ; nor in a general way, 
as the God of nature and providence, as a creator, 


‘preferver and benefactor ; but in a fpecial manner, 


as the God of grace, as the God and Father of 
Chrift, and his people in him; not legally, but 
eyangelically ; not fpeculatively, but practically, 
and in a faving way and manner: this kind of 
knowledge now under the gofpel -difpenfation, is 
greater than under the former; as the knowledge 
of God in his perfons, in his perfeétions, in his 
titles and charatters, and in his Son; and as to the 
manner of it, clearly, with open face as in a glafs ; 
and as to the perfons to whom it is communicated, 
not to Fudab-only, but to men of all nations ; all 
which is owing to a greater effufion’ of the Spirit, 
as it follows: for they fhall.all know me, from the 
leaft of them unto the greateft of them, faith the Lord; 
not all mankind; but all the houfe of J/rae/, all 
the family of God, all the children of God being 
taught by him; not all alike, but all with the fame 
kind of knowledge. This is frequently applied to 
the times of the Meffiah by the Fews *: for J will 
forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their fin no 
more, there was forgivene(s of fin under the former 
covenant, but the blood of Chrift was not then actu- 
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year ; and faints had not fuch a clear and com- 
fortable fight of pardon in common as’ now; and 
it was known and applied but to afew. This is 
the {taple-blefling of the covenant, and the evi- 
dence of all the reft. 

¥. 35. Thus faith the Lord, which giveth the fun 
for a light by day, &c.| As he did at firft, and 
{till continues it; and which is a wonderful gift of 
nature he beftows on men, unworthy of fuch a 
favour, Matt. v. 45: and the ordinances of the moon, 
and of the flars for alight by night; which have a 
fettled regular order and courfe, in which they 
move; and whereby they impart the light they 
borrow from the fun, to enlighten the world by 
night; which is another favour to the inhabitants 
of it; fee Gen.i. 16: which divideth the fea when 
the waves thereof roar; fome refer this, as Kimchi, 
to the dividing of the Red-/ea for the [/raelites to 
pafs over; but it rather refpeéts an action more 
frequently done ; and fhould be rendered, which 
fiilleth, or maketh the fea quiet ° ; which beft agrees 
with what follows ; when it is tumultuous, and 
threatens the lofs of fhips and mens lives, and at- 
tempts to pafs its bounds, he redukes it; fo the 
Targum; and makes itacalm; he ftilleth the noife 
of the feas, the noife of their waves, P/. Ixv. 7: 
the Lord of hofts is bis name; that has all the ar- 
mies of heaven and earth at his command, and can 
do whatever he pleafes ; he, and he only, can do 
the above things, and does them ; and he that can 
do them, is able to make good the covenant he 
has made with the houfe of J/rae/, and fulfil the 
promifes of it, of which there is an affurrance ; as 
well as he is able to fecure an intereft and a church 
for himfelf unto the end of the world, as the fol- 
lowing words fhew. 

¥. 306. If thofe ordinances depart from before me, 
faith the Lord, &c.] Of the fun, moon and ftars ; 
fhould thefe leave their proper courfe, and not per- 
form their feveral functions, or do the fervice ap- 
pointed for them ; fhould they defert their mafter, 
or difobey his orders, turn away from him, and 
pay no regard to the laws and rules he has fet 
them : then the feed of Ifrael foall alfo ceafe from 
being a nation before me for ever; but, as the former 
is impoffible, fo is the latter. The Hews ceafed 
not from being a nation thro’ their captivity in 
Babylon, nor thro” their deftruction by the Romans ; 
they continue a diflinét nation and people to this 
day, tho’ fcattered throughout the nations of the 
world: tho’ this rather refers to the {piritual J/rae/, 
the holy nation and peculiar people ; Chrift will 
have a feed to ferve him as long.as the fun and 
moon endure ; his church fhall continue to the end 
of the world; it is built on a rock ; and the gates 
of hell can’t prevail againft it. 

¥. 37. Thus faith the Lord, if heaven above can 
be meafured, &c.| Either the fpace between the 
higheft heavens and the earth; or the extent of 
the heavens from one end of them to the other, 
which cannot be done by man; fo the Targum, 
“‘ as it is impoffible that man fhould know the 
‘© meafure of the heavens above ;” otherwife it is 
meafured by the Lord, for he hath meted out hea- 
ven with the fpan, If. xl. 12: and the foundations of 
the earth fearched out beneath; {o as to be known 


“ally thed for it; it was held forth under types ;! what they are, or on what they are faftened, fince 


and there was a remembrance of fin made every! the earth is hung upon nothing, ob xxxviii. 6. 
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and xxvie 4: I will alfo caft off all the feed of | Rev. xxi. 15: upon the bill Gareb; which fignifies 


Vireel, for all that they have done, faith the Lord , 
as the former cannot be, fo neither the latter ; 
when there was a very great rejection of the Fews 
for their difbelief of the Meffiah, they were not 
all caft off; the apoftle Pau] was an inftance to 
the contrary, and fo were others ; the remnant ac- 
cording to the eleétion of grace; and there is a time 
coming when all J/raef fhall be faved, Rom. x1. 
8,25, 26. nor fhall any of the fpiritual J/rael be 


caft off by him, or caft away from him fo as to. 


perith ; the J/rac/, whom God foreknew, is chofen, 
redeemed, and whom he calls by his grace; no, 
not for all the fins and tranfgreffions they have 
been guilty of, however they may deferve it. The 
reafons are, becaufe of his unchangeable love to 
them; his unalterable covenant with them ; the fa- 
tisfaction his fon has made for them; and the free 
and full pardon of their fins, which he has granted 
to them. 

y¥. 38. Bebold, the days come, faith the Lord, &c.} 
The word come is not in the text; it is read, but 
not written. The vowel-points are in the text, 
* but not the letters ; which thofe, who are againft 
the antiquity of the points, would do well to con- 
fider; fince the Jews never fuffered any additions 
to the Bible. archi fays, this prophecy refers to 
future times in the latter redemption, and never 
was fulfilled in the fecond temple; and indeed, un- 
der the figure of rebuilding Yerufalem, feems to be 
intended the building of the gofpel church, which 
was to continue to the end of time; for both holi- 
nefs and perpetuity are afcribed to it: that the city 
Joall be built to the Lord; the city of Ferufalem ; 
which was to be rebuilt upon the return of the 
Fews from the Badbyloni/h captivity, as by the order, 
and under the direction and protection of the Lord, 
fo for his fervice and worfhip; the temple in it 
fhould be built up again, and divine worfhip re- 
ftored; and both that and the city, with the inha- 
bitants of it, be devoted to his fervice ; a type of 
the gofpel-church, built up an habitation for God, 
where he is worfhipped, feared and glorified : from 
the tower of Hananeel unto the gate of the corner, 
of the tower of Hananeel mention is made in Ned. 
iii 1, and xii. 39. Zech. xiv. 10. The Zargum 
calls it, the tower of Pikkus. Lightfoot places it 
on the fouth-fide of the city, bending to the eaft ; 
but moft place it on the eaft-fide of it: here pro- 
bably the building of the city began in Nebemiah’s 
time, and proceeded to the gate of the corner, which 
Jay north-eaft; of which fee 2 Kings. xiv. 13. 2 Chron. 
xxvi. 9. Jerom interprets the tower of Hananeel, 
the tower of obedience, or of the grace and gifts 
of God, which latter is not much amifs ; fince the 
word Hananeel may be interpreted, God gives grace ; 
and the fpiritual building of the church proceeds 
from the grace of God, upon the foundation of 
the apoftles and prophets, Chrift being the chief 
corner-{tone, Ep. ii. 20. 

¥. 39. And the meafuring line fhall yet go forth 
over againft it, &c.| Or, before it? ; the gate pro- 
ceeding right on from it; of the Jength of the 
meaturing line, or reed; fee Ezek. xl. 5. tho’ fome 
render it, defore bim%; before the Lord, under 
whofe direCtion and powerful providence the work 
went on; fo the city-gates and walls of the new 
Ferufaiem are faid to be meafured with a reed, 
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a fcab, fo called, as is fuppofed, from fcabby and 
leprous perfons fent here to dwell, which was a 
Lazaretto for them. Lightfoot following Lyra, 
takes it to be the fame with mount Calvary: it 
was on the north-fide of the city, ‘bending ‘to th 
weft; and, if the fame with Calvary, it was on 
the weft-fide. The Targum renders it, * the: hill 
‘¢ which was near to Gareb:” and fhall be 
about to Goath; fo called perhaps fromthe diffi- 
culty of its afcent, it being a laborious work to 
go up to it, enough to make a man breathe. Lyra 
takes it to be Golgotha, which is not very likely; 
it feems to be at fome diftance from the former; 
fince from that there was a round about, a compafs 
fetched to this; it is fuppofed to lie on the weft- 
fide of the city, towards the fouth. The Targum 
renders it, the calves pool, or the round pool ; 
it is thought by fome more likely to be the hill 
Jofephus * {peaks of, that hung over the valley of 
Siloam. ' 
¥. 40. And the whole valley of the dead bodies, 
and of the afbes, &c.| The Targum paraphrafes. 
it, ‘* where the carcafes of the Afyrian army fell;” 
Sennacherid’s army deftroyed by an angel; and fo 
Farchi and Kimchi; which latter obferves, that the 
word for afhes, fignifies fat; and fo may defcribe 
the perfons then deftroyed, who were fat and lufty 
men: others think more probably, that the valley 
of Tophet or Hinnom is here meant; fo called, either 
from the perfons that were burnt and facrificed to 
Moloch ; or from the carcafes of malefactors inter- 
red here ; and from the afhes of the facrifices which 
were brought from the temple, and laid here. This 
valley lay fouth-weft of the city ; it was a ditch at 
the foot of the rmount of Calvary, where, as Mon- 
fieur Thevenot * fays, now ftands the chapel of the 
invention of the crofs: and all the fields unto the 
brook of Kidron, fach as the potters and fullers 
fields, which lay to the fouth of the city, or more 
to the eaft, where Kidron was' fituated: unto the 
corner of the horfe-gate towards the eat, and fo the 
compafs is fetched round the city to the eaftern 
part of it, from whence it began, even to the tower 
of Hananeel, which was on the eaft of this horfe- 
gate; fee 2 Kings xi. 16. Neb. iii. 28. TheLargum 
renders it, ‘* to the corner of the gate of the 
“* houfe of the king’s courfe;” fuppofed to be 
the gate at which the king’s horfes went in and 
out, when led to be watered or exercifed: /ball be 
holy unto the Lord; that is, the whole city in its 
utmoft compafs thus rebuilt, yea even the out- 
parts of it, and thofe that were defiled with the 
carcafes of men, and afhes of the burnt-offerings. 
It feems to refpect the extenfive holinefs of the 
church of God in the latter day ; compare with 
it Zech. xiv. 10, 20, 21 : tt, foall not be plucked up, 
nor thrown down any more for ever; which, if un- 
derftood literally of the city of Ferufalem, can only 
fignify, that it fhould not be deftroyed foon, but 
fhould continue a long time; for certain it is, that 
after it was rebuilt by Zorobabel, it was plucked 
up, and thrown down by the Romans, oo 
ticularly by Hadrian, who plowed it up, a ilt 
another city, and called it by his own name; but 
this figuratively rather intends the church of Chrift, — 
which is built on him the rock, and fo is immove- 
able; and, like mount Zion, fhall abide for ever. 
P| | 
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CHAP. XXXII. 


gh HIS chapter contains an account of Fere- 
; miah’s imprifonment, and the caufe of it; 
of his buying a field of his uncle’s fon, and the 
defign of it; of his prayer to God, and of the 
anfwer returned to him. The time of his imprifon- 
ment, the place where, and the reafons of it, are. 
obferved in ¥. 1, 2, 3,4, 5. that his uncle’s fon 
would come and offer the fale of a field to him, 
was told him by the Lord, which he did accord- 
ingly, ¥. 6, 7. of whom he bought the field, paid 
the money, had the purchafe confirmed in a legal 
way, before witnefles, ¥. 8, 9, 10, 11, 12. and the 
writings of it he committed to Baruch, to put in 
an earthen vefiel, where they were to continue fome 
time as a pledge of shhouies, fields and vineyards 
being poffefied again after the captivity, ¥. 13, 
14, 15. then follows a prayer of his to the Lord, 
in which he addrefles him as the maker of all 
things; as the Lord God omnipotent; as a God 
of great grace and mercy, as well as ftrict juttice ; 
as a God of wifdom, counfel and might, and an} 
omnifcient and rfghteous being, ¥. 16, 17, 18, 19.’ 
and recounts the wonderful things he had done for 
the people of J/rael, ¥. 20, 21, 22. and obferves 
the ingratitude and difobedience of that people, 
which were the caufe of the prefent fiege of the 
city, which fhould furely be delivered into the hands 
of the Chaldeans, y¥. 23,24, 25. to which prayer 
an anfwer is returned, ¥.26. in which the Lord 
defcribes himfelf as the God of all flefh, and as 
able to do what he pleafes, y. 27. and confirms 
the delivery of the city of Feru/alem unto the Chal- 
deans, ¥. 28,29. and affigns the caufes of it, the 
backflidings, difobedience and dreadful idolatry of 
the people, ¥. 30, 31, 325 33> 345 35. and not- 
withitanding, promifes.a reftoration of them to 
their own land again, ¥. 36, 37. when an oppor- 
tunity is taken to infert the covenant of grace, and 
the fpecial articles and peculiar promifes of it, for 
the comfort of the fpiritual J/rae/ of God, whether 
Fews or Geutiles, ¥. 38, 39, 40. and the chapter is 
concluded with a trefh affurance of the return of 
the captivity, and of the punétual performance of 
the promife of it; when fields fhould be bought 
in every part of the land, in like manner as Fere- 
mia had bought his, ¥. 41, 42, 43, 44. 


people, to imprifon a prophet of the Lord, when 
furrounded by an enemy’s army, and that accord- 
ing to the prediction of the prophet ; by which it 
appeared that he was a true prophet; and they 
might reafonably expect that the reft of his pre- 
dictions, which related to the taking of their city, 
and carrying them captive, would be fulfilled. It 
is true indeed, he was in a better prifon than be- 
fore, more honourable, being within the limits of 
the king’s houfe ; and befides, was not clofely con- 
fined, but allowed to walk in the court of the pri- 
fon; and fo had a free air to breathe in, and more 
company to converfe with, and could exercife him- 
felf by walking about; perhaps he was placed here 
to keep him from prophefying to the people to 
their difcouragement, and the more to awe him, 
as he was under the eye of the king and his mi- ° 
niftry, Of this prifon and its court, mention. is 
made in Ned. iii. 25. it feems to have been for ftate- 
prifoners. 
_ ¥. 3. For Zedekiah king of Fudah bad fout him 
‘up, &c.| In prifon, at leaft in the court of the 
prifon; he had given orders for his imprifonment, 
which were executed, and it was the fame as if he 
had done it himfelf; the reafon of which was, as 
follows: faying, wherefore doft thou prophefy, and 
fay, thus faith the Lord, bebold, I will give this 
city into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he fball 
take it? meaning the city of Ferufalem, now be- 
fieged by the king of Babylon. This prophecy 
{tands in ch. xxxiv. 1, 2,3. the prophecies of this 
book not being put together in proper order of 
time. 

¥.4. And Zedekiah king of Fudah shall not efcape 
out of the band of the Chaldeans, &c.| .This is 2 
continuation of the prophecy of Feremiah, repeated 
by the king to him, and which concerns himfelf 
more efpecially ; who, upon the taking of the city, 
would endeavour to make his efcape, as he did; 
but fhould not be able, ch. lii. 8: but fhall furely 
be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon, 
not only into the hands of his army, and of his 
generals, but into his own hand perfonally ; fince 
it follows: and hall {peak with him mouth to mouth, 
and bis eyes foall behold bis eyes; converfe together 
face to face, eye to eye; but no doubt with different 
tones and looks ; the king of Babylon upbraiding 
the king of Fudab with perjury and ingratitude, 
and looking upon him with indignation and con- 
tempt; the other fpeaking faintly, and looking 
down with grief, fhame and confufion; moreover, 
the eyes of the king of Babylon beheld the eyes of 
Zedekiah, and ordered them to be put out, as they 
were. ) 

¥. 5. And he fhall lead Zedekiah to Babylon, &c.} 
As he did in chains, from Riblab, where he was 
brought unto him after he was taken, endeavour- 
ing to make his efcape, ch. lii. 8,9 11: and there 
foall be be until I vifit him, faith the Lord, in taking 
him away by death; for he continued in Babylon 
to the time of his death, which was not violent, 
but natural; and, confidering his circumftances, 
his captivity, imprifonment, and -lofs of fight, 
might be reckoned a vifitation in mercy: though 
fome underftand this of God’s vifiting the people 
at the return of them from their feventy years cap+ 
tivity; if Zedekiah lived till then, he muft be a 

. very 


y.i. The word that came to Feremiah from the 
Lord, &c.] ‘The word of prophecy, as the Zar- 
gum, concerning Feremiab’s buying the field of his 
uncle’s fon, ¥. 6. and concerning the delivery of 
the city of Ferujalem into the hands of the Chal- 
deans, ¥. 26. and the return of the captivity, ¥. 36: 
in the tenth year of LZedekiah king of Judah, which 
was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar , the fame 
with Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, a year be- 
fore the taking of the city by him; for that was 
in the eleventh of Zedekiah, and the nineteenth of 
Nebuchadnezzar ; fee ch. hii. 1, 5, 12. 

x. 2. For then the king of Babylon’s army befieged 
Ferufalem, &c.] And had done fo for fome time ; 
tor the fiege began in the ninth year of Zedekiah’s 
reign, on the tenth day of the tenth month, ch. 
lii. 4: end Jeremiah the prophet was fout up in the 
. court of the prifon, which was in the king of Fudch’s 
houfe; which fhewed great ftupidity and hardnefs 
of heart in the king, snd his courtiers, and in the 
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very old man; but of this we have no account, 
nor is it probable: tho’ ye Jight with the Chaldeans, 
ye foall not profper ; though they fhould {ally out 
upon them, in order to beat them out of their 
trenches, and drive them from the walls of the 
city, yét without fuccefs. . 

_¥. 6. Aud Feremiab faid, the word of the’ Lord 
came unto me, faying,| Not that he faid this'to Ze- 
dekiah , but the prophet, after the above preface, 
returns to declare What the word of the Lord 
was, which came to him at the time before-men- 
tioned. 

y. 7. Bebold, Hanameel the fon of Shallum thine 
iincle fhall tome unto thee, &c.] Hilkiah, the father 
of Feremiah, ‘and this Shallum, were own brothers ; 
fo that ‘feremiah and Hanameel were brothers fons, 
or own coufins: this coming of Hanameel to Fere- 
miab being a contingent event, with refpect to fe- 
cond ‘caufes, and yet foretold as what would cer- 
tainly be, fhows that fuch events are fore-known 
by the Lord, and are. fure to him: /aying, buy 
thee my field that is in Anathoth; the place from 
whence Yeremy came, and was but about two or 
three miles from Feru/alem, and therefore muft be 
now in the poffeflion of the. Chaldean army; where- 
fore it may feem very ftrange in Hanameel to pro- 
pofe it to fale, and ftranger {till in Yeremiah to 
buy it: tho’ fomething of this kind was done at 
Rome, while Hannibal was befieging it; the field 
where Hannibal pitched his camp was offered to fale 
at Rome, and found a buyer’; but then he that 
bought it was in high fpirits, and in a {trong be- 
lief that the city would not be taken, and that 
the enemy would be obliged to quit the fiege; but 
feremy knew, and firmly believed on the other 
hand, that the city of Feru/alem, and all the coun- 
try round it, would fall into the hands of the king 
of Babylon. Moreover, Anathoth was a city of the 
priefts, and the fields adjoining to it belonged to 
them ; as fome of them did to Adiathar the prieft 
in his time, 1 Kings ii. 26. and fuch fields as be- 
longed to the prietts and Levites, were not to be 
fold, according to the law in Lev. xxv. 34. to 


which it is anfwered, that this was not arable land, | 


which the Zevites might not poffefs; but fome 
meadow, orchard, or garden, in the fuburbs of 
the city, which tho’ it might not be fold to ftran- 
gers, yet might be fold among themfelves; tho’ 
it is more probable, that this was a field that came 
from fome of .his anceftors by his mother or 
grandmother’s fide, and fo might be difpoted of ; 
as it feems certain to be lawfully done, not only 
as it was the will of God, who could indeed dif- 
penfe with his own law, was that in the way, but 
{ince it was a matter of right, and incumbent on 
him, as follows: for the right of redemption is thine 
to buy it, that is, had it been fold to another, it 
would have lain upon him to have redeemed it, 
as being next of kin, that fo it might not pafs to 
another tribe and family. 

¥. 8. So Hanameel mine uncle's fon came unto me, 
&c.] Freely and voluntarily, of his own accord ; 
tho’ it was determined he fhould, as it was pre- 
dicted he would; for God’s decrees do not infringe 
the liberty of the will: this man came from Aua- 
thoth very probably, to ‘Ferufalem, to the place 
where the prophet was: in the court of the prifon, 
according to the word of the Lord, which had been 
made known betore to Yeremich: and foid unto 
ve, buy my field, 1 pray thee, that is in Anathoth, 
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which is in the country of Benjamin; it belonged to 
that tribe : forthe right of inheritance is thine, the 
ieverfion of this field; it would come to him after 
the death of his coufin, as being next heir: and 
the redemption is thine, buy it for thyfelf i fince, if 
it was fold to another, he, according to law, was 
obliged to redeem it ; ‘and therefore it was’ p 

better to buy it at once for himfelf:” them T knew 
that this was the word of the Lord ; that it was the 
word of the Lord which came to him‘ before, 
and ‘that it was the will of the Lord that he 


| fhould make this purchafe; fince there was fuch 


an exact agreement between the prophecy ‘and the 
event. ct 

¥. 9. And I bought the field of Henameel mine uns 
cle’s fon, that was in Anathoth, &c.) The prophet 
agreed with his coufin to take his field of him, at 
a certain price hereafter mentioned; which may 
feem ftrange in one that was a poor prophet, now 
a prifoner, and the land juft going to be fubjeét 
to the Chaldeans: but the defign of this was to 
fhow, that there would be a return from captivity, 
when houfes and fields fhould be botight and fold 
again, of whith this was a pledge: and weighed 
him the money; agreed upon, which was reckoned 
not by tale, but by weight: even feventeen fhekels 
of filver ; which, reckoning a fhekel at half a 
crown, were no more than two pounds, two fhil- 
lings, and fixpence;°a fmall fum of*money to 
make a purchafe of a field with, tho? this may be 
accounted for, by the fearcity of money, the fieltl 
in the hand of the enemy, there being only his 
kinfman’s life in it, the prophet bought the rever- 
fion, being his of right; and befides, it might be 
only an orchard or garden that is fo called: In’the , 
Hebrew text itis, even /hekels and ten pieces of filver, 
and Kimchi and Ben Melech fay, that by /bekels are 
meant mina’s' or pounds ; and by pieces of filver, 
felahs or fhekels: and fo the Targum renders it, 
“¢ {even mina’s, and ten fhekels of filver.” Now 
a minah or maneh, according to Hzek. xlv. 12. 
was equal to fixty fhekels, and fo of the value of 
feven pounds, ten fhillings; feven of thefe mad¢ 
fifty-two pounds, ten fhillings ; and the other ten 
fhekels being one pound, five fhillings, the whole 
amounted to fifty three pound,’ fifteen fhillings, 
which would purchafe a confiderable field. 

xy. 10. And I fubjcribed the evidence, 8c.) Or, 
wrote in a book*; the inftrument or bill of fale, 
the-deed of purchafe ; which deferibed the field 
fold, and exprefied the condition’ on which the 
purchafe was made; and by, fubfcribing it, he 
agreed to it, and laid himfelf under obligation to 
perform it: and fealed it, for the further confirma- 
tion of it: and took witneffes, to be prefent at the 
payment of the money, and to fign the deed like- 
wile: aud weighed him the money in the balances; 
this he did a fecond time ; he weighed’ it firft be- 
fore Hanameel himfelf, and then before the wit- 
nefits ; every thing was done fairly, and with great 
exactnefs. ace 

y.11. So I took the evidence of the purchafe, Bec. | 
The deed of purchafe, the book or ‘fale, 
the inftrument of the bargain, as before ment : 
both that which is fealed, according to the law and 
ciftom ; which was both fealed by the buyer and 
feller, and was fealed up, and not to be looked 
into by every one, only when there might be a 
neceifity.; this was the original copy: and that 
which was open the counter-part or copy of 
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former, which tho’ figned and fealed as the ‘other,'| laid in the earth by. themfelves, they would have 


yet not fealed up, but was open and expofed to 
view ; either for the relations to fee what was 
done, as fome ; or for the judges, as others, to 
ratify and make authentic; or as is moft probable, 
this copy was laid up in fome public regifter, to 
have recour{e unto upon any occafion ; however it 
was, it was according to the laws and cuftoms of, 
thofe times, which Yeremiah carefully attended to: 
or, as others, it lay open for the witneffes to fign,; 
fo there are three diftinét things ; firft the written, 
contraét ; then that as figned and fealed by buyer 
and feller, according to law; and then as figned, | 
but not fealed by the witneffes. 

y. 12. And I gave the evidence of the purchafe, 
&c.} Both that which was fealed, and that which 
was open; both the original, and the copy; or 
the whole, as figned, fealed, and witnefled: unto 
Baruch the fon of Neriah, the fon of Maafeiah ; this 
Baruch, as appears from other places in this book, 
was one that attended on Feremiah, was his fcribe 
or amanuenfis, and did bufinefs for him of one 
kind or another, and is defcribed here by his pedi- 
gree; and it was the more neceflary now to make 
ufe of him in this affair, becaufe the prophet was 
confined, and could not go out of the court of the 
prifon; to him he gave the above deed: im the fight 
of Hanameel mine uncle’s fon; of whom the pur- 
chafe was made : fhe word fou is not in the text, 
which has led fome to think, that both were pre- 
fent at this bargain, both the uncle, and the un- 
cle’s fon; or that Hanameel was both uncle, and 
uncle’s fon, to Jeremiah, as Farchi , but there 
is no need to fuppofe that; the word /on may 
eafily be fupplied, from what is before faid: and 
in the prefence of the witneffes that fubfcribed the 
book of the purchafe; the fame that the prophet 
fubfcribed; fo that the book the witneffes fub- 
fcribed, was not a feparate book, as fome have 
thought; for there was but oné book or deed in 
all, befides the copy that was taken of it: before 
all the ‘ews that fat in the court of the prifon; 
where Jeremiah was ; and who probably came to 
vifit him, and to hear the word of the Lord from 
his mouth ; unlefs we can fuppofe that thefe were 
fellow-prifoners, or were fet as {pies upon him, to 
watch him what he faid and did... 

y. 13. And I charged Baruch before them, &c.] 
Before his kinfman, the witnefles of the deed, and 
the Fews that were in the court: /aying, as fol- 
lows : 

y. 14. Thus faith the Lord, the God of Ijrael, 
&c.] The order to do the following, is ufhered in 
in this folemn manner, partly that Baruch might 
more ftrictly obferve jt, and act according to it; 
and partly that the perfons before whom it was 
given, might take the greater notice of it, and be- 


_ jieve that there was fomething intended by it of 


moment and importance: take thefe evidences ; or 
books *, the deeds of purchafe: this evidence of the 
purchafe, both which is fealed, and this evidence 
which is open; both the original, and the copy: 
and put them in an earthen velffel, that they may con- 
tinue many days; it feems, tho’ it is not faid, that 
this earthen veffel, with thefe deeds in it, were to 
be put under ground, and very probably in fome 
part of the field that was bought: had thefe wri- 
tings been laid up in a cheft or box, they might 


have been ftolen and deftroyed; and had they been |mouths of the Hews, who objected the impoffibi- 


= DDOM AW libellos hos, ag, Schmidt ; literas has, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator. 


Cocceius, Pifcator ; vendentur, Schmidt. 


Vea. 1.) .18. 


fo 


rotted and confumed ; but being put into a dry 
earthen veflel, they might be preferved from the 
injury of the air, and the moiftnefs of the earth; 
and fo might continue many days, even many 
years, to the end of the captivity, as it was defigned 
they fhould ; when Ferémiah’s heirs, having fome 
hint of them where they were depofited, might 
take them up, and claim the eftate ; tho’ fome- 
thing more ufeful and inftruétive than this was de- 
figned by it, as appears by the following words. 

¥. 15. For thus faith the Lord of hofis, the God 
of Irael, &c.] ; Who is the Lord God almighty, 
and can do what he pleafes; and is the covenant- 
God of his people, and therefore will do them 
good by all his providences, in the iffue of things: 
houfes, and fields, and vineyards, foall be poffeffed in 
this land, ox bought” in it ; of which the prophet’s 
buying this field was a pledge and earneft; figni- 
fying, that tho’ the city, now befieged, fhould be 
taken, and the people carried captive, yet they 
fhould return to their own land, and purchafe and 
enjoy houfes, fields, and vineyards again, as at 
the prefent time. . 

¥. 16. Now when I had delivered the evidence of 
the purchafe unto Baruch the fon of Neriab, &c.] 
When he had finifhed his worldly bufinefs, and 
which yet was by a divine order, and to anfwer a 
divine purpofe, then he betook himfelf to prayer ; 
and it is proper we fhould be quite free from 
worldly cares and concerns, when we e€nter upon 
religious duties, particularly prayer to God ; when 
the foul ought to be feparated from the world, 
and the things of it, and wholly devoted to God: 
I prayed unto the Lord; either for further informa- 
tion in this matter, of the ufe and defign of buy- 
ing the field; and how this part of the prophecy, 
fignified by it, concerning the Fews buying and 
poffeffing houfes and fields, can be made to agree 
with the other prophecy, that the city fhould be 
delivered into the hands of the Chaldeans; or, at 
leaft, that he might be able to anfwer the cavils 
and objections made by the Fews to it: that he 
was in fome puzzle, perplexity, and diftrefs, ap- 
pears by his prayer, which begins, /aying, as fol- 
lows : 

¥. 17. Ab Lord God, &c.] Which the Vulgate 
Latin verfion repeats three times, 42, Ab, Ab, as 
being greatly. diftreffed with the trouble that was 
coming upon his people; and it may be, not with- 
out fome doubts and temptations about their de- 
liverance ; or, at leaft, was preffed in his mind 
with the difficulties and objections ftarted by the 
Fews, that were with him in the court: bebold, 
thou haft made the heaven and the earth by thy great 
power and ftretched-out arm with great propriety 
is the making of the heaven and the earth afcribed_ 
to the mighty power of God; for nothing fhort of 
almighty power could have produced fuch a ftu- 
pendous work as the heavens, with all the hoft of 
them, fun, moon and ftars, the terraqueous globe, 
the earth and fea, with all that in them are; and 
all this produced out of nothing, by the fole com- 
mand and word of God: and with great perti- 
nency does the prophet begin his prayer with fuch 
a defcription of God; both to encourage and 
ftrengthen his faith in him, touching the fulfil- 
ment of the above prophecy, and to ftop the 
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lity of it: wherefore it follows, and there is no- 
thing too hard for thee; or hidden from thee *; fo 
the Targum, which his wifdom and knowledge did 
not reach, or his power could not effet ; or which 
is too wonderful for thee*; there is nothing that 
has fo much of the wonderful in it, as to be above 
the compafs of his underftanding, and out of the 
reach of his power, as fuch things be, which are 
beyond the power and fkill of men; but there 1s 
no fuch thing with God, whofe underftanding is 
unfearchable, and his power irrefiftible ; with him 
nothing is impoffible; and who can think there is, 
that obferves that the heaven and earth are made 
by him? 
¥. 18. Thou foeweft loving kindnefs unto thoufands, 
&c.] Not to thoufands of perfons only, but to a 
thoufand generations, even fuch that love, fear, 
and ferve him; fee Exod. xx. 6. Pf. cv. 8. this is 
very properly added, for the further ftrengthening 
of faith ; for tho’ the omnipotence of God affures 
us, that there is nothing but what he can do, yet it 
gives us no certain encouragement he will do this, 
or that, or the other, in a favourable and gracious 
manner ; but this his loving kindnefs, experienced 
by a multitude of perfons in all ages, gives reafon 
to hope for: and recompenfeft the iniquities of the 
fathers into the bofom of their children after them , 
it is added in the decalogue, from whence thefe 
words are taken, of them that hate me, and here 
the Targum adds, ‘‘ when they go on to fin after 
«* them ;” when they imitate their fathers in their 
wickednefs, and commit the fame fins they have 
done, and continue in them ; wherefore having 
filled up the meafure of their fathers fins, they re- 
ceive a juft and full recompence of them into their 
bofom ; which denotes both the certainty of it, 
and the fulnefs of it: the prophet formed in his 
mind juft notions and ideas of the divine be- 
ing, as being not only gracious and merciful, but 
holy, juft, and righteous ; and it may be, he ftrikes 
at the Fews, who might complain of God, as they 
fometimes did, for being punifhed for their fathers 
fins, as if they themfelves were innocent and guilt- 
lefs : the great, the mighty God, the Lord of hofts is 
his name; great in all the perfections of his na- 
ture, and greatly to be praifed, loved, and feared ; 
mighty to do whatfoever he pleafes; and who, agree- 
able to his name, has all the hofts and armies of 
heaven and earth at his command ; and what is it 
that he cannot do? 
¥. 19. Great in counfel, and mighty in work, &c.] 
Counfel belongs to him, and he does all things 
after the counfel of his will, all things in nature, 
providence, and grace; and fuch a difplay of his 
wifdom is there in all, that fhew him to be excel- 
lent in counfel; to excel all others; not only to 
be great, but to be the greateft in counfel; and who 
regularly and perfectly performs all that he has 
wifely contrived ; his wifdom and his power are 
equal to each other; he forms the fcheme of all 
that he does with the greateft wifdom, and accom- 
plifhes by his power all that he has purpofed in 
_his eternal mind; fee Jf xxviii. 29: for thine eyes 
are open upon all the ways of the fons of men; all 
their thoughts, {chemes, devices, and purpofes; all 
their words and actions, every ftep they take, whe- 
ther good or bad, they are all before him, and 
manifeft to him ; he is God omnifcient, as well as 
God omnipotent ; and he does not look upon men, 
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‘and their ways, and works, as an idle fpectator or 
indifferent perfon, as unconcerned at what they do, © 


letting them pafs without calling them to an ac- 
count for them, or without pafling any judgment 


on them, or fentence concerning them; no, he is - 


the judge of all the earth, and he fits in the hea- 
vens and obferves what is done on earth: fo give 
every one according to bis ways, and according to the 

fruit of bis doings ; good things to good men for 
Chrift’s fake ; and evil things to evil men, aceord- 
ing to the juft demerit of their fins and tranfgref- 
ions. 

¥. 20. Which haft fet figns and wonders in the 
land of Egypt, even unto this day, &c.} The prophet 
here defcends to particular inftances of the power, 
wifdom, and goodnefs of God; and begins with 
the miracles wrought in Zgypt, the plagues in- 
flicted on the Egyptians for refufing to let Drael 
go; thefe were /et among them, they were true 
and real things, and obvious to every one’s view ; 
there was no deception in them, they were plain 
to the fenfes of men; and the remembrance of them 
continued among the Egyptians to the times of the 
prophet; the tradition of what was done was handed 
down among them to that age: for that any marks 
of thefe things remained, is not to be fuppofed ; 
the tracks of Pharaoh’s chariot-wheels, to be fill 
feen in the Red-Sea, muft be rejected as fabulous, 
tho’ Orofus relates it: and in Ifrael, and amongft 
other men that is, figns and wonders were fet a- 
mong the J/raelites, or wrought for them; fuch 
as bringing them out of Egypt; leading them 
thro’ the Ked-Sea as on dry land; feeding them 
in the wildernefs with manna and quails ; fubdu- 
ing their enemies, and fettling them in the land 
of Canaan; and in other nations, very wonderful 
things have been done in one age or another: or 
elfe the meaning is, that the miracles done in 
Egypt were not only remembred there to this time, 
but alfo by the J/raelites, and by other men, to 
whom the knowledge of thefe things came; on ac~ 
count of which, God was more or lefs every where 
glorified, as follows: and haft made thee a name as 
at this day ; that is, got praife, honour, and glory 
in Egypt, in J/rae/, and in other nations. 

y. 21. And haft brought forth thy people Ifrael out 
of the land of Egypt, &c.] As he promifed Abra- 
ham fome hundreds of years before, that they fhould 
come out from thence; and where they had been 
as bondfmen, tho’ they were the Lord’s peculiar 
people, whom he had chofe for himfelf above alt 
people, and therefore he brought them out of their 
ftate of bondage; and this was his own doing, 
they could not deliver themfelves ; the enemy 
would not let them go, till he was obliged to it, 
by the fuperior power of God: with figns, and with 
wonders; which he wrought for them at the time 
of their deliverance, flaying the firft-born ; and at 
the Red-Sea, and in the wildernefs, after he brought 
them out of Egypt, and before their fettlement in 


the land of Canaan; and fo thefe may be confi- 


dered as diftinét from the figns and wonders in the 
land of Egypt before-mentioned : and with a firong 
hand, and with a ftretched-out arm, with great 
power, and fo delivered the J/raelites from them 
that were ftronger than they; with a mighty hand, 


that protected his people ; and with a long arm,_ 


that reached their enemies, and deftroyed them : 
and with great terror, with great reverence in the 


Tfraelites, 
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Ifraelites,; who faw the power and majefty of God, 
and with great terror to Pharach and his hott, 
when they faw the waters return and’ overwhelm 
them ; and to all the nations round about, when 
they heard of it; fee Deut. iv. 34. The. Zar- 
yum is, ‘* with great vifion;” fo a fpectacle, as 
the Syriac verfion ;. openly, before the eyes of 
all. 
¥. 22. And baft given them this land, which thou 
didft fwear to their fathers to give them, &c.| Abra- 
ham, Ifaac, and Facob; fo that God was faithful 
to his word, kept his covenant and oath; and the 
faithfulnefs of God is obferved and acknowledged 
by the prophet, along with other perfections of 
God before taken notice of. The land of Canaan 
was a land of promife, confirmed by an oath, and 
was the pure gift of God to the J/raelites, and 
not any merit of theirs; it was given them by him 
who had a right to difpofe of it, and could make 
them a good title to it, and which they had; tho’ 
before in the poffeffion of others, who for their 
wickednefs were driven out: @ land flowing with 
milk and honey; abounding with plenty of all good 
things, for the fuftenance and comfort of human 
life ; a very frequent defcription of the land of Ca- 
naan, and is expreffive of the great kindnefs and 
goodneis of God to this people. 

y. 23. And they came in and poffeffed it, &c.] 
After forty years travel in the wildernefs, they 
entered into it with Yo/hua at the head of them, 
and the Lord with them, giving victory over the 
Canaanites, who were foon fubdued ; and the J/- 
raelites with little trouble fettled in their land, which 
was divided to them by lot, and poffeffed as their 
inheritance : but they obeyed not thy voice ; though 
they promifed at Sizai they would, and tho’ they 
were fo much obliged by the goodnefs of God to 
them ; this fhows great ingratitude in them: xei- 
ther walked in thy law; moral, ceremonial, and 
judicial, given at Hored as the rule of their obedi- 
ence; but they walked not according to it: ¢hey 
bave done nothing of all that thou commandeft them 
to do they were not only deficient in fome things, 
but in every thing; they not only broke fome of 
the laws of God, but all of them ; there was not 
one law, one command, obferved by them as it 
ought to have been ; and yet thefe people were al- 
ways prone to eftablifh their own righteoufnefs, 
and feek for juftification by it: therefore thou haft 
caufed all this evil to come upon them; the Chaldean 
army, now befieging them; and the famine and 
peftilence among them; which, the prophet ob- 
derves, were but the righteous judgments of God 
upon them for their fins. 

y. 24. Behold, the mounts, they are come unto the 
city, to take it, &c.] Thefe were ramparts or bat- 
teries, that were erected againft the city, the more, 
eafily to annoy it: fome take them to be engines 
from which they caft out ftones ; and others fup- 
pofe them to be battering-rams, ufed to break 
down the walls of the city ; be they what they 
will, they were now brought near the city to make 
way for the Chaldeans to enter into it, and take it: 
and the city is given into the hands of the Chaldeans 
that fight againft it; not only it was the purpofe of 
God that it fhould be, but it was a plain cafe 
that he had withdrawn his protection from it, and 
that. the city was indefenfible ; and that, humanly 
fpeaking, it was impoffible it fhould hold out long, 
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for the reafons following : becaufe of the ford, and 
of the famine, and cf the peftilence; the {word of 
the Chaldeans without, deftroyed thofe that fallied. 
out upon them, or endeavoured to make their 
efcape; and the famine and peftilence within, made 
fuch ravages, and fo ‘much weakened them, that 
they would never be able to ftand it out againit the 
enemy long, but muft furrender: and what ibou 
haft fpoken is come to pafs; what was foretold by 
the prophets, and by himfelf, was now fulfilling : 
and behold thou feeft it; and therefore he had no 
need to obferve it to him, or dwell any longer on 
this fubje&t ; only he hints what follows, as hav- 
ing fome difficulty in it on his own account. 
¥.25. And thou hat faid to me, O Lord God, 
8&ce.] Or, O Lord God, yet thou haft faid to me” ; 
notwithftanding this is the cafe, the country all 
around is in the hand of the enemy, and the city 
Is as good as delivered up to them, yet thou haft 
given me fuch orders, as follows: buy thee a field 
for money, and take witneffes ; for tho’ thefe words 
were not exprefsly faid to him by the Lord; yet 
inafmuch as he told him, that his uncle’s fon would 
come to him, and propofe the felling of his field to 
him ; and accordingly did come, agreeable to the 
word of the Lord ;- feremiah underitood it as the 
will of the Lord, that he fhould buy it before wit- 
nefles ; which he did, as before related: for the 
city 15 given into the hand of the Chaldeans; or ra- 
ther, tho’ the city is given*, &c. yet thou haft faid 
fo: now, by this, the prophet fugeetts, that tho” 
he had obeyed the divine order, as he ought to 
have done, yet there was fome difficulty upon his 
mind; or there were fome objections ftarted by the 
Jews that were with him, how thefe things could 
be reconciled; that he fhould be ordered to buy a 
field at fuch a time as this, and thereby fignify 
that fields and vineyards fhould be bought and 
poffefied in the land, and yet the city juft going 
to be furrendered into the hands of the Chaf: 
deans. 
¥. 26. Then came the word of the Lord unto Fe- 
remiah, &c.] This is an anfwer to the prophet’s 
prayer, and particularly to the latter part of it; fhew- 
ing the confiftency of the deftruétion of the city 
with his purchafe of a field, and with God’s pro- 
mife of fields and vineyards being purchafed and 
poffefled again; and how each of thefe would be 
brought about : /aying, as follows. 
¥. 27. Bebold, [ am the Lord, the God of all 
fielh, &c.] Febovah, the felf-exiftent being, that 
gives being to all creatures; and is particularly 
the God of all men, the maker and preferver of 
them, and that provides for them ; who are called 
flee, to denote their weaknefs and corruption, how 
unworthy of the divine favour, and how unable to 
refift his will, or hinder the execution of his pur- 
pofes: and which is introduced with a debold, to 
excite attention, to take notice of what was faid; 
to encourage faith, and remove doubts and diffi- 
culties ; for if God is Jehovah, the Being of be- 
ings ; if he is the God and governor of the world, 
and all men in it, what is it he can’t do? as fol- 
lows : is there any thing too bard for me? fuggeft- 
ing, that tho’ the city of Feru/alem fhould be de- 
ftroyed, and the inhabitants carried captive, yet 
he could return them again to their own land ; 
where they fhould purchafe fields and vineyards, 
and poflefs them as heretofore: or, is there any 
thing 
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thing hidden from me*? So the Targum and Syriac 
verfions; can any thing unforefeen arife to hinder 
the fulfilment of promifes and prophecies? nothing 
can; fince all things are in one view before the 
Lord continually ; or, is there any thing too wen- 
derful for me* ? that which is too wonderful for 
men, beyond their comprehenfion, and fo their 
faith ; yet it is not fo with God. : 

y. 28. Therefore thus faith the Lord, behold, I 
will give this city into the hand of the Chaldeans, 
&c.] As he had foretold by the prophet, and 
was juft now going to be fulfilled. Here the Lord 
repeats and confirms the firft of the two things 
which feemed contradictory ; the deftruction of the 
city by the Chaldeans, who were now befieging it, 
-and into whofe hands it would certainly come: 
and into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Ba- 
bylon ; who was now before it with his army: and 
he fhall take it; and become mafter of it: or, J 
will give it to him, that he may take it‘; which 
he could not do, notwithftanding his powerful 
army, had not the Lord delivered it into his 
hands. | 

¥.29. And the Chaldeans that fight againft this 
city, foall come, &c.} Or rather, jball enter, as 
Aquila renders it ; for they were come to it already, 
and were fighting againft it, battering the walls, 
and throwing in their arrows, and putting to the 
{word fuch as came out, or were within their reach : 
and fet fire on this city, as they did, ch. xxxix. 8: 
and burn it, with the houfes, upon whofe roofs they 
have offered incenfe unto Baal ; or efpecially the houfes®, 
or even the houfes; the houfes particularly men- 
tioned in the hiftory of the deftruction as burnt ; 
and which, very probably, are here intended; be- 
fides the Lord’s houfe, and all the houfes in Fe- 
rufalem, were the king’s houfe, and the houfes of 
the great men or princes; and which Kimchi thinks, 
were higher than others ; on which therefore they 
burnt incenfe to Baal; wherefore it was a juft re- 
taliation upon them that they fhould be burnt with 
fire: and poured out drink-offerings unto other gods 
to provoke me to anger; to other gods, befides the 
true God; to ftrange gods, and to other gods be- 
fides Baal; which was done as if they really de- 
figned to provoke the Lord; as if they had it in 
view to affront him; and if they had, they could 
not have taken a more effectual method : tho’ this 
is to be underftood, not intentionally, but even- 
tually ; not what was their defign, tho’ it looked 
like it, but what was the effect of their idolatry. 

¥. 30. For the children of Ifrael, and the children 
of Fudab, &c.| The former are mentioned, as 
well as the latter, tho’ they had been carried cap- 
tive fome years ago, to juftify the dealings of 
God with them ; and befides, there were fome of 
the ten tribes that remained, and were mingled 
with the tribes of udab and Benjamin: of all which 
it is faid, that they have only done evil before me 
from their youth ; from their infancy, being con- 
ceived in fin, and fhapen in iniquity; and fo being 
deftitute of the grace of God, did nothing elfe 
but fin all their days, as is faid of the men of the 
old world, Gen. vi. 5. and viii. 21. Some under- 
ftand this, from the time of their becoming a people, 
a body politic; or from the time of their coming 
out of Egypt, and being in the wildernefs, when 


FEREMI AH. Ch. xxxu. ¥. 28—33, 


their idolatry began, they brought out of Egypt; 
or from the time of the judges: for the children 
of Ifrael have only provoked me to anger with the 
work of their bands, faith the Lord; with their 
idols, made by their own hands ; thefe they wor- 
fhipped inftead of their creator and benefactor ; 
which mutt be very provoking indeed! 

¥. 31. For this city hath been to me as a provo- 
cation of mine anger, and of my fury, &e.| Or, 
upon mine anger, and upon my fury this city was to 
me”; that is, it was upon his heart, and in his 
mind and purpofe, being provoked to anger and 
wrath by their fins, to have deftroyed it long ago, 
tho’ he had deferred it to this time; the inhabi- 
tants of this city had been always a provoking 
people to him; and he had thought to have poured 
out his wrath and fury upon them: from the day 
they built it, even unto this day; when built and in- 
habited by the idolatrous Canaanites ; pofiefied by 
the Febufites; rebuilt by David, beautified with 
the temple and other ftately buildings by Solomon, 
who was drawn into idolatry by his wives. It is a 
tradition of the Fews, mentioned both by Farchi 
and Kimchi, that the fame day that the foundation 
of the temple was laid, Solomon married Pharaob’s 
daughter; and which was the foundation of his 
idolatry ; and which was more or lefs praétifed in 
every reign afterwards, to this time; and which 
fo provoked the Lord, that he took up this refo- 
lution early, tho’ he did not put it in execution ; 
exprefied as follows: that I fhould remove it from 
before my face, as a man does that which is naufeous 
and abominable to him; meaning the removing 
the inhabitants of it into other lands, or caufing 
them to go into captivity; fo the Targum. 

¥. 32. Becaufe of all the evil of the children of 
Tfrael, and of the children of Fudab, Se.) His 
anger and fury were becaufe of their fins, and fo 
his, carrying them captive: which they have done to 
provoke me to anger; which was done, as if they 
had done it on purpofe to provoke him ; and which 
was done, not by a few, but by them all; not by 
the lower people only, but by men of every rank 
and order; as follows: they, their kings, their prin- 
ces, their priefts, and their prophets, that is, their 
falfe prophets, as the Targum, yea, all the inha- 
bitants of the land, both in city and country: and 
the men of Fudab, and the inhabitants of Ferufalem ; 
the metropolis of the nation ; the feat of the kings 
of Fudah; and where the temple was, the priefts 
miniftred, and the prophets taught, and the people 
came up to worfhip. 

¥. 33. And they have turned unto me the back, 
and not the face, &c.| When he reproved them 
for their fins; called them to repentance ; inftruc- 
ted them in their duty; and warned them of the 
dangers they expofed themfelves to; inftead of 
turning the face to him, as fcholars to their ma- 
fters, and as fubjeéts to their prince, to liften to 
what was faid to them; they turned their backs or 
necks, the hinder part of them ; expreffive of con- 
tempt, and fhewing great rudenefs and irreverence 
tho’ I taught them, rifing up early, and teaching them; 
by his prophets, as the Targum; whom he fent to 
them early in the morning; or in the early time 
of their life ; or when they firft began to practife 


idolatry ; fo careful was the Lord of them; fo di- 
ola “Higent 
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ligent to inftruct them, and prevent their ruin: 
yet they have not hearkened, to receive inftruclion ; or 
correciion*, {fo as to repent of their fins, reform 
and amend ; fee ch. vii. 13, 25, 26. 

Y. 34. But they fet their abominations, &c.] Their 
idols, which were abominable to the Lord, and 
ought to have been fo to them: thefe they placed 
in the houfe (which is called by my name) to defile 
##; in the temple; as by Abaz, Manaffeh, and 
others ; fee ch. vii. 30. 

¥. 35. And they built the high places of Baal, 
which are in the valley of the fon of Hinnom, &c.} 
Or, the high places of that Baal*, which is in the 
valley of the Jon of Hinnom , to diftinguith him from] and poffefs fields and vineyards; and as they will 
other Baalim, and who feems to be the fame with] likewife at the time of their converfion in the latter 
Molech after-mentioned ; and the fignification of day : and I will caufe them to dwell fafely, which 
their names agree ; the one is lord or mafter ; the yet they did not for any continuance after their re- 
other king: 40 caufe their fons and their daughters to} turn from Babylon ; being, as Ferom obferves, often , 
pas thro’ the fire uate Molech ; the phrate, thro’| molefted by the Perfians, Macedonians, and Egyp- 
the fire, is not in the text; but is well enough | ¢ias ; and, at laft, deftroyed by the Romans: their 
fupplied from other places, where it is. Some] troubles in the times of the Maccabees are very no- 
think that their-infants were not burnt to death] torious; fo that this refers either to the firft times 
with fire, but only were held over the flame by] of the gofpel, and to the ews that then believed 
way of luftration ; or were made to pafs between} in Chrift; or rather to times yet to come, and 
two fires, and fo were purified and dedicated to} which are prophefied of from hence to ¥. 43. 
the idol: which I commanded them not, neither came) y. 38. And they fhall be my people, and I will be 
it into my mind, that they fbould do ihis abomination ;\ their Ged.] A comprehenfive fummary of the co- 
fee ch. vil. 31: to, caufe Fudab to fin; which Abar-| venant of grace, which fhall be made known to 
dinel underftands of the children of J/rael, who firft | the Fews at the time of their converfion, and the 
began this practice, and feduced and drew the chil- | bleffings of it applied to them, and beftowed on 
dren of Fxdab into it; but rather it feems to intend] them ; tho’ now a Lo-ammi is written upon them ; 
the kings, princes, priefts, prophets, and inhabi-} fee ch. xxx. 21. and xxxi. 1, 33. 
tants of Feru/alem, who, by their example, led the} y.39. And I will giue them one heart, and one 
people of the Lord into the fame practice. way, &c.] One, and the fame heart; the fame 

¥.36. And now therefore, thus faith the Lord,| heart to one as to another; gracious ‘fouls, truly 
the God of Iracl, concerning this city, &c.| Here| converted perfons, be they ews or Gentiles, have 
begins the confirmation of the other part of the | the fame experience ; they have all, more or lefs, 
prophecy, concerning the return of the Yews to}a fight and fenfe of fin, and the evil of it; are 
their city and country, when they fhould again | brought off of their own righteoufnefs ; are led to. 
buy and poffefs fields and vineyards ; which was | Chrift alone for life and falvation ; are made par-' 
thought impoffible, fuppofing the deftruction of | takers of precious promifes; and all have their 
the city ; or however, not eafily reconcileable with temptations, afflictions and trials, and can fym- . 
it; but this is as ftrongly affirmed as the former ;} pathize with one another: and they have the fame 
for tho’ they had finned fo heinoufly, and had} things put into their hearts; the laws of God are 
provoked the wrath of God to fuch a degree, that] written there; the doétrines of the gofpel have a 
the deflruction of their city was inevitable, of] place there; Chrift is formed in them; the graces 

~ which they were now fenfible themfelves ; yet sow | of the Spirit are implanted, faith, hope, love, fear, 
notwithjftanding ', for fo it is ufhered in; and thus the humility, and other graces. Their heart given 
words may be rendered, thus faith the Lord, the} them at converfion is a fincere and upright heart, 
God of Irael; who is Jehovah, with whom nothing] not a double one; they become J/raelites indeed 5 
is impoffible ; and continues the covenant-God of] their faith is unfeigned ; their hope is devoid of 
his own people, his fpiritual Jael ,; for whofe fake} hypocrify; their love is without diffimulation , their 
he does great and wonderful things; he fays, cou-| repentance is genuine; and they ferve God up- 
cerning this city, the city of Ferufalem, now be-| rightly with true hearts. It is alfo fingle and alone 
fieged by the Chaldeans: whereof ye fay, it foall be | for God; he has the whole of it ; their underftand- 
delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon, by the} ings are enlightened with the knowledge of him ; 
fword, and by the famine, and by the peftilence , for | their affections and defires are towards him ; their 
by thefe things, by the confumption that was | wills are fubject to him; their eye is fingle to his 
made by them, they faw their cafe was defperate ; | glory ; their hearts are not divided between him 
and that there was no avoiding falling into the | and another object of worfhip; and they are alfo 
hands of the Chaldeans: wherefore, for the com- | ove towards another, as the firft chriftians were of 
fort of the Lord’s own people among them, the! one heart, and of one foul, As iV. 52. and fuch 
following things are faid,; moft of which refpect} a heart is a new heart, and the gift of God : one 
the gofpel-difpenfation, either the beginning, or| way, is alfo promifed ; one way of falvation, which 
latter end of it. is Chrift ; the one and only way of accefs to God ; 
¥. 37. Bebold, I will gather them out of all coun-| of acceptance with him, of juftification before 
tries, &c.] At the end of the feventy years cap-| him; and of forgivenefs of fin; the only true way 
tivity ; and which will have a greater accomplifh- | into a gofpel-church-ftate, and to eternal agi 
ap- 
£019 difciplinam, Cocceius ; i.e. corre€&tionem, Schmidt. epg "Wes bys MDD que in valle, 
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ment in the latter day, when the Yews fhall be con- 
verted, and gathered from their prefent difperfion 
all over the earth: whither I have driven them in 
mine anger, and in my fury, and in great wrath , 
or, whither I fhall drive them, or fhall bave driven 
them ™; for as yet-they were not thus driven and 
difperfed. A heap of words is made ufe of to ex- 
prefs the greatnefs of the Lord’s indignation at 
them for their fins, the caufe of their expulfion 
out of the land: and I will bring them again unto 
this place, the city of Ferufalem;, as they were at 
the end of the feventy years captivity ; and when 
the promife was fulfilled, that they fhould purchafe 
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happinefs ; and which is the more excellent way ; 
the good old way; the new and living one: one 
way of worfhip may alfo be intended ; one Lord is 
to be obeyed and worfhipped ; one doétrine and 
fcheme of faith to be received ; one baptifim to be 
adminiftred in one and the fame way, to one and 
the fame fubjeéts, and in one and the fame name ; 
one true fpiritual manner of worfhip, all fhall come 
into in the latter day; and there will be no more 
parties among thofe that are called chriftians ; the 
‘ews, when converted, will have no divifions nor 
different denominations among them; fee Epd. iv. 
4. Lech, xiv..g: that they may fear me for ever; 
both internally and externally ; the one heart will 
be given them to fear and reverence him inwardly ; 
and the one way of worfhip to fear or ferve him 
outwardly, and in which they fhall always con- 
tinue ; there will be no apoftacy from the true 
grace of God, and no defection from his worfhip 
to fuperftition and idolatry: for the good of them, 
and of their children after them; unity of heart; 
fincerity and uprightnefs of foul ; a walking in the 
way of the Lord; having his fear before their 
eyes, and on their hearts, will iffue in their fpi- 
ritual good here, and in their eternal happinefs 
hereafter; and even their pofterity will reap fome 
advantage by their good inftructions and ex- 
ample. 

¥. 40. And I will make an everlafting covenant 
with them, &c.] Which is made known and ma- 
nifeft at converfion ; when the grace of it is ap- 
plied ; the bleffings of it beftowed ; and the pro- 
mifes of it made good; and therefore faid to be 
made ; for otherwife the covenant of grace ‘here 
fpoken of, was made from all eternity with Chrift 
and his people in him; as appears from his being 
fet up as the Mediator fo early, and from the blef- 
fings and promifes of it, being of fuch a date. 
It is founded on the everlafting love of God, and 
is according to his eternal purpofe ; and is no other 
than an eternal tranfaction between the Father and 
the Son concerning the falvation of his elect; and 
which will laft for ever, and never be antiquated, 
as the covenant under the former difpenfation was ; 
and which fhows that this refpects gofpel-times : 
that I will not turn away from them to do them good, 
he may withdraw his gracious prefence for a while ; 
but he never turns from his love and affections to 
his people; nor from his gracious purpofes con- 
cerning them; nor from his promifes to them ; 
nor from his gifts beftowed on them; or {fo as to 
utterly leave them and forfake them, or ceafe to 
do them good: he has laid up goodnefs for them , 
he has beftowed much on them, whom he has 
called by his grace ; he has given himfelf to them 
as their God and portion; his Son as their Saviour 
and Redeemer, and all good things with him ; his 
Spirit as their fanétifier, with his gifts and graces ; 
and he has wrought a good work in them; and 
he will continue to do them good, by frefh dif- 
coveries of his love; by granting his gracious pre- 
fence ; by carrying on his work of grace; by iup- 
plying their wants, and making all things work 
together for their good. ‘The Zargum is, ‘* my 
“© word fhall not turn away,” &c. but I will put 
any fear in their hearts; which is not naturally in 
the hearts of men; and where it is, it is put there 
by the grace of. God, and as a bleffing of the co- 
venant ; it appears in thofe who are brought to 
a true fight of fin, in their humble fenfe of 
themfelves, and dependence on the Lord; and in 
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a reverent affection for him; and in a true and 
{piritual worfhip of him; and which is a fecurity- 
from a fina] and total apoftacy from him, as fol¢ 
lows: that they fhall not depart from me's not but 
that they may, and do fin againft God; and there 
may be a partial departure from him in thofe that 
truly fear him; but not a wicked, final and total 
one: the fear of God influences them to cleave 
clofe unto him; and the power of God keeps them 
from departing from him, from his doétrines, wor- 
fhip and ordinances, from his people, and a pro- 
feffion of his name. 

¥. 41. Yea, I will rejoice over them to do them 
good, &c.] His covenant-people, to whom he 
gives one heart, and one way, and who have his 
fear implanted in them, and fhall never depart 
from him, but perfevere to the end: thefe he loves 
with a love of complacency and delight; he re- 
Joices over them, not as confidered in themfelves, 
but as in Chrift; he rejoices over them, as the 
bridegroom rejoices over the bride; and which 
does not merely lie in expreffion, but appears in 
fact; he does them good, and with the utmoft joy 
and pleafure; he delights in fhewing mercy to 
them, beautifies them with falvation, and takes 
pleafure in their profperity ; he has ‘taken up good 
thoughts and refolutions concerning them in his 
heart ; has promifed good things to them in his 
covenant; has provided good things for them in 
his Son, and beftows them on them in regeneration ; 
and conftantly fupplies them with his grace, and 
will withhold no good thing from them, till he has 
brought them to glory; all which he does chear- 
fully and with the utmoft delight. The Targum 
is, ‘* my word fhall rejoice over them ;” the ef- 
fential word, Chrift; he was rejoicing in them, and 
his delights were with them from eternity; he re- 
joices over them, as his loft fheep found at con- 
verfion; and they’ll be his joy and crown of re- 
joicing to all eternity; and it was for the joy of 
having them with him, that he endured fo much 
for them in the redemption of them: and I will 
plant them in this land affuredly ; or in truth, 
or in flability and firmnefs"; for it does not feem 
fo much to relate to the truth of the promife, and 
the affurance that may be had of the fulfilment of ” 
that, as to the reality and conftancy of the blefling 
itfelf. A gofpel-church-ftate was firft planted in 
udea, and from thence has been fpread into other 
parts, and has never been rooted out of the world 
fince ; and when the ews upon their converfion 
are fettled in their own land again, they will never 
more be removed: with my whole heart, and with 
my whole foul. Grotius thinks thefe claufes are to 
be connected with the former part of the verfe, 
that God will rejoice over them to do them good . 
with all his heart and foul; but this the accents — 
will not admit of; but the meaning is, that he 
will do this particular good for them, as well as 
all others, in the moft cordial and refpectable:man- 
ner, even planting and eftablifhing them in their 
own land. The Targum is, * by my word, and 
‘© by my will.” oc 

y. 42. For thus faith the Lord, like as I have 
brought all this great evil upon this people, &c.| 
The Chaldean army now befieging them, the fa- 
mine and peftilence among them, as well as their— 
captivity, which was juft at hand and certain: jo 
will I bring upon them all the good that I have pro- 
mifed them in the preceding verfes; as being their 
God, and they his people ; giving them one heart, — 
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and one way; putting his fear into them; Caufing 
them to perlevere to the end; rejoicing over them 
to do them good; and planting them in the land. 
God is as faithful to his promites, as to his threat- 
nings; and thofe who have feen the fulfilment of 
the one, need not doubt of the accomplifhment of 
the other; for if he has done all the evil things 
he threatened to do, which are his acts of juftice, 
his ftrange aéts, much more will he do the good 
things he has promifed, which are his aéts of 
grace and mercy, in which he delights. 

¥. 43. And fields fhall be bought in this land, &c.] 
After the return from the Badbyloni/fh captivity, 
which this refpects,; and of which the prophet’s 
purchafing a field of his uncle’s fon was a pledge 
and token; in doing which, as a right thing, he 
is confirmed ; as well as the cavils and objections 
of the ews removed, who thought the deftruction 
of the city, and fuch a practice, irreconcileable ; and 
moreover, this is mentioned as a pledge, earneft and 
confirmation of the fulfilment of the above {piritual 
promifes in gofpel-times ; for the people being re- 
turned at the end of the feventy years captivity, 
and purchafing fields and vineyards, as was pre- 
dicted, it might be ftrongly concluded, that fince 
thofe temporal bleffings promifed were made good, 
fpiritual ones would certainly be fulfilled; tho’ 
fome underftand-thefe words in a {piritual*fenfe, of 
the field of the church; for it is in the fingular 
number, a field fhall be bought ° , yea, that field, 
emphatically, which was bought by the blood of 
Chrift, and firft planted in the land of udea, as 
in ¥. 41: whereof ye fay, it is defolate without man 
or beaft; fo wafted and deftroyed by the enemy, 
that neither man nor beaft are left, but both car- 
ried off by him; and therefore no hope of what 
is above promifed: it is given into the hand of the 
Chaldeans, they are become the poffeffors of it, and 
therefore it is all over with us as to buying and 
pofleffing fields and vineyards; but notwithf{tand- 
ing this diffidence and defpair in the prefent’ view 
of things, it follows, 


CHAP. 


HIS chapter is a continuation of prophecies 

of fpiritual bleffings on the church of Chrift 
in gofpel-times, of which the return of the Jews 
from captivity, and the benefits following on that, 
were types. The place where Yeremiah had this 
prophecy communicated to’ him, the prifon, y. 1. 
the author of it, Jehovah, who defcribes himfelf, 
y.2. encourages the prophet to pray unto him, 
promifing an anfwer, and a difcovery of great and 
hidden things, ¥. 3. not fo much concerning the 
deftruction of the city, and the rebuilding it, ¥. 4, 5. 
as fpiritual bleffings to the church, fignified by it; 
fuch as a healthful ftate and condition thro’ Chrift, 
the fun of righteoufnefs, arifing with healing in 
his wings, and a revelation of abundance of peace 
and truth by him, y. 6. a releafe of captives, and 
a rebuilding of the church, y¥. 7. free and full for- 
givenefs of all fins, ¥. 8. the church a praife in 
the whole earth; much joy in it, and glory to 
God by it, ¥. 9, £0, 11. fpiritual paftors or fhep- 
herds feeding their flocks, and taking very diligent 
care of them, ¥. 12, 13. a promife of the Meffiah 
as a righteous branch; as the Saviour and fafe- 


. guard of his people ; and as the Lord their righ- 
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¥. 44. Men fall buy fields for money, &c.| They 
fhall have plenty of money, and they fhail lay it 
out in land, and carry on hufbandry, cultivate the 
ground which had lain long untilled; but now 
fhould be manured for public as well as private 
good. This fome underftand of particular churches 
planted in Fudea, and out of it, throughout the’ 
whole world ; and of mens gathering and joining 
themfelves to them by a profeffion of that faith 
which is more precious than gold or filver: and 
Subcribe evidences, and feal them, and take witneffes , 
as Feremiah had done before, when he bought the 
field of his uncle’s fon, ¥. 10. This is {piritually 
underftood by fome, of the word of God laid hold 
on by faith ; of the fealing of the Spirit, and of 
the ordinances of the gofpel: in the lend of Ben- 
jamin, where Anathoth was, and Feremiah’s field 
lay ; and where the fame fhould be done by others 
as was done by him: and in the places about feru- 
falem; in the fuburbs of it, and in the villages 
round about it: and in the cities of Fudah; through- 
out the whole country, divided into the three fol- 
lowing parts: and in the cities of the mountains; 
in the hilly country of Fudea, where was Hebron, 
and other cities, Lukei. 39,65: and in the cities 
of the valley. The Septuagint retains the Hebrew 
word Sephela, or the plain, in which were Emmaus, 
Lydda, Sharon, places mentioned in the New Te- 
{tament: and in the cities of the fouth ; or Nagab, 
the fouth part of Fudea, which led to Gaza, A&s 
viii. 26. This divifion of Fudea into the moun- 
tains, valley, and fouth, exactly agrees with the 
account of it in Fob. xv. 21, 33, 48. Some un- 
derftand this of the gofpel going out of Feru/a- 
lem after the day of Pentecoft, not only to the 
places near that city, but to Samaria, and the cities 
of the fouth towards Egypt, and fo into all the 
world: for I will caufe their captivity to return, 
faith the Lord their temporal captivity from Ba- 
bylon, and their {piritual captivity from fin, fatan, 
and the law, 
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teoufnefs, ¥. 14, 15, 16. an affurance of the con- 
tinuance of the kingly and prieftly offices in him, 
whereby the covenant of God with David and the 
Levites would be for ever fecured, ¥. 17, 18, ra, 
20, 21, 22. and the chapter is concluded with a 
promife of the perfeverance of the faints and people 
of God; which is reprefented as certain as the co- 
venant with day and night, and as the ordinances 
of heaven and earth, in oppofition to a fuggeition 
to the contrary, ¥. 23, 24, 25, 26. : 


¥.1. Moreover, the word of the Lord came unto 
Feremiah the fecond time, &c.] Not that this was 
precifely the fetond time that the word of the Lord 
came to the prophet, for it had come to him many 
more times than thofe; but this was the fecond 
time on the fame occafion and fubject ;_ for the fub- 
ject of this chapter is the fame with that of the 
former, concerning the Meffiah, and the happinefs 
of the church in his times: (while be was yet /but 
up in the court of the prifon); tho the prophet 
could not go out from hence, and publith his pro- 
phecies, yet the Lord vifits him again and again ; 
and his prefence made the prifon a palace to him ; 
and 
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and tho’ his afflictions abounded for the fake of 
him, his comforts abounded thro’ him ; and tho’ 
he was bound, the word of the Lord was not; it 
had a free courfe, and ran, and was glorified; it 
found its way into the prifon, and alfo out of it: 
Jaying, as follows. 

y.2. Thus faith the Lord, the maker thereof, &c.} 
The Syriac verfion is, that made thee, the prophet. 


The Septuagint and Arabic verfions are, the maker 


of the earth, fee ch. xxxii. 17. Kimchi interprets 


it of Ferufalem; rather it is to be underitood of 


the new Ferufalem, or church of God in gofpel- 
times. ‘archi feems to underftand it of this pro- 


phecy or promife, and fo others ; the promife of 
re{toring and rebuilding Ferufalem , which, if taken 
of the church of God, may be admitted. The Lord 


that formed it, to eftablifh it, who drew the fcheme 
and model of this fpiritual building, his church, 


in his eternal mind, and refolved upon its ftability and 


glory; who forms it, and every one in it, for 
himfelf, and for his praife, in order to eftablifh it 
in the world ; as it will be more efpecially in the 
latter day : we often read of the Lord’s eftablifh- 
ing his church and people in the world, P/- xlviii. 
8. and Ixxxvii. 5. Jf ii. 2. The Lord is his name, 
Jehovah, the felf-exifting Being, the Being of be- 
ings ; who is able to perform whatever he under- 
takes, and fo is equal to this work, of fettling and 
eftablifhing his intereft. 

y¥. 3. Call unto me, and I will anfwer thee, &c.] 
This is fpoken not to Yerufalem, and the inhabi- 
tants of it; but to the prophet, encouraging him 


to feek the Lord by prayer, promifing an anfwer | 


to him. So the Targum, ‘* pray before me, and 
<¢ T will receive thy prayer:” and /hew thee great 
and mighty things ; or fortified ones ?; which are 
like fortified cities, that can’t eafily be come at, 
unlefs the gates are opened to enter into ; and de- 
figns fuch as are difficult of underftanding, which 
exceed human belief, and which reafon cannot 
comprehend and take in; and fuch are the great 
things of the gofpel. 
referved’; as the Targum; and fo Farchi, who in- 
terprets it of things future, of things referved in 
the heart of God, and which he purpofed to do; 
and very rightly: which thou knoweft not; until 
revealed, and from hence it appears, that by thefe 
great and hidden things, are not meant the de- 
itruction of Ferufalem, and the feventy years capti- 
vity, and return from that, things which Yeremiab 
had been made acquainted with time after time, 
and had prophefied of them ; but fpiritual bleffings 
hereafter mentioned, fome of which the deliverance 
‘ from Babylon were typical of. Ben Meélech inter- 
prets thefe of comforts great and ftrong. 

y. 4. For thus faith the Lord, the God of I/rael, 
&c.] The deftruction of Ferufalem by the Chal- 
deans, which was now fulfilling, is here mentioned 
as a pledge of the accomplifhment of fpiritual blef- 
fings after fpoken of ; and to affure the prophet, 
that as he would with his own eyes fee the fulfil- 
ment of the prophecies he had delivered out in 
the name of the Lord concerning that, 10 likewife 
as certainly would the other be brought to pafs : 
concerning the houfes of this city, and concerning the 
houfes of the kings of Judah, which were thrown 
down by the mounts, and by the fword; by ‘the 
mounts, which the Chaldeans raifed without the city ; 
or by the engines they placed there, by which they 
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Some copies read it, things | 


caft out ftones into the city, to the demolifhing 
of the houfes in it; not in common only, but par- 
ticularly the houfes of the king and nobles, which 
they efpecially directed their fhot at; and by she 


fword, hammers, axes, and mattocks, ‘for which 


fometimes this word is ufed, when they entered 
into the city. Tho’ fome render the words, which 
are thrown down for mounts, and fir the fword *; 
that mounts might be made of them within, on 
which the Zews might fight and defend themfelves 
again{t the Chaldeans. So the Targum, “* which 
** they pulled down, and threw up mounts to 
*¢ ftrengthen the wall, againft thofe that kill with 
“* the fword ;” and fo Farckz interprets it. 

¥. 5. They come to fight with the Chaldeans, &c.] 
Either the Fews out of the country, or their auxi- 
liaries, their neighbours, to oblige them to break 
up the fiege; but all to no purpofe: or rather 
the Fews within, who, from the mounts erected, 
fight with the Chaldeans , or by fallying out upon 
them: but it is to fill them with the dead bodies of 
men, the mounts, made of their houfes, or their 
houfes themfelves ; it is only to make them graves, 
and fill them with thefe carcafes: whom I have flain 
in mine anger, and in my fury; that is, fuffered to 
be flain, being wroth and angry with them, for 
their fins, as follows: and for all whofe wickednefs 
I have hid my face from the city; had no pity for it, 
fhowed no mercy to it, gave it no help and affift- 
ance, or protection, having withdrawn his prefence 
from it. So the Targum, “ I have caufed my 
‘© Shekinah to depart from this city, becaufe of 
‘“¢ their wickednefs.” ue 

y. 6. Behold, I will bring it bealth and cure, and 
I will cure them, &c.] That is, the church of 
God, the members of it, typified by Ferufalem = 
and it is to be underftood of the healing of their 
{piritual maladies, the difeafes of fin, through the 
blood of the Meffiah, who fhould arife with heal- 
ing in his wings; that is, with remiffion of fin, 
which is often meant by healing in fcripture: Chrift 
is the phyfician; his blood the balm in Gilead, 
which being applied to thofe that are difeafed with 
fin, to fin-fick fouls, it makes an effectual cure of 
them ; fo that they fhall not fay they are fick, be- 
caufe their iniquities are forgiven them; fee Pf. 
ciii, 3. Jf, xxxill. 24. Mal, iv, 2. Fer. viii. 23: 
and will reveal unto them the abundance of peace and 
truth ; the fame with grace and truth, which are 
come by Chrift; under the Old Teftament, thefe 
were figured out by types and fhadows ; but not 
revealed clearly, as under the New Teftament, to 
which this prophecy belongs. Peace may intend, 
peace made with God by the blood of Chrift; peace 
of confcience, which he gives, and arifes from a 
fenfe of pardon and atonement by his blood, and 


juitification by his righteoufnefs; and ail kind of 


{piritual welfare, profperity, and happinefs ; of 
which there will be an abundance, efpecially in the 
latter days of the Meffiah, P/. Ixxii. 8. Truth 
may defign the faithfulnefs of God, in fulfilling all 
his promifes and prophecies concerning the 
fiah, and falvation by him, and may ftand oppof 
to the types and fhadows of the old law; and in- 
clude the gofpel, the word of truth, and all the 
doétrines of it; which are clearly and fully revealed 


by the Spirit of truth, wifdom, and revelation, in - 


the knowledge of Chrift. Here begins the account 
of the great, mighty, and hidden things the Lord 

promifed 
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' from the captivity of fin, fatan, and the law, by 


‘the preaching of the gofpel; and which has occa- 
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promifed to fhow the prophet, ¥. 3. The Tar- 
gvum of this laft claufe is, ‘* and I will reveal the 
“* gate of repentance unto them, and I will thew 
“* them how they fhall walk in the way of peace 
** and truth;” and the Syriac verfion is, ** I will 
** reveal unto them the paths of peace and faith ;” 
but the word here ufed fignifies abundance, as 
Kimchi and Ben Melech obferve. 

¥. 7. And Iwill caufe the captivity of Fudah, and 
the captivity of Ifrael to return, &c.] Mention be- 
ing made of the return of the captivity of I/rael, 
or the ten tribes, as well as of that of Fudab, thows, 
that this prophecy does not relate to the return of 
the Fews from their feventy years captivity in Ba- 
éylon; but is to be underitood fpiritually, of a re- 
leafe of the myftical and fpiritual J/rael of God 


a flavifh, but filial fear, which is confiftent with 
Joy and gladnefs; and which fear will be influenced 
not by the terrors of the law, but by the goodnefs 
of God; being of the fame nature with the fear 
of the converted ‘ews at the latter day, who will 
fear the Lord, and his goodnets, Hof. iii, 5. fo 
the Gentiles, feeing and hearing of the goodnefs of 
God beftowed upon the believing Yews, will be 
folicitous for the fame, and be encouraged to feck 
after 1t; and finding it, fhall be engaged to fear 
the Lord, and worthip him. 

¥. 10. Thus faith the Lord, again there fhall be 
heard in this place, &c.] This is to be connected 
with the beginning of the 11th verfe; and. what 
follows to be put in a parenthefis: which ye Jay 
Joall be defolate without man and without beaft; as 
in ch. xxxii. 43. the deftruction of it being now 
certain and inevitable ; and by which fuch defola- 
tion would be made throughout the country, that 
very few men or cattle would be left: even in the 
cities of Judah, and in the fireets of Ferufalem that 
are defolate ; as they were already, the country be- 
ing in the hands of the enemy, and the city al- 
moft depopulated by the fwoid, fariine, and petti- 
lence, and juft about to be delivered up: and fo 
without man, and without inhabitant, and without 
beat; neither inhabited by man or beaft; which is 
an hyperbolical exaggeration of the miferable con- 
dition of the city and country; expreffing the un- 
belief and defpair of the Fews, at leaft of fome of 
them, ever fecing better times: whereas, be it fo, 
that this was or would be the cafe; yet here fhould 
be heard’ again, in the times of the Meffiah, when 
he fhould appear in Judea, and his gofpel be preach- 
ed there, from whence it fhould go into all the 
world, what follows: 

¥. 11. The voice of joy, and the voice of gladnefs, 
&c.] Such is the voice of the gofpel to all fenfible 
finners ; whofe eyes are opened to fee their loft 
eftate ; whofe ears are opened, to hear the joyful 
found; whofe hearts are opened to attend to the 
things fpoken in it; who are humble and con- 
trite, wounded and broken in fpirit, and have a 
{piritual underftanding of things given them: to 
thefe the gofpel preached is glad tidings of great 
joy; fince it contains in it the dogtrines of peace 
and pardon thro’ the blood of Chrift; of juftifica- 
tion thro” his righteoufnefs ; of reft in him, and 
falvation by him. It is a voice of joy and glad- 
nefs to all believers in Chrift; fince hereby they 
hear of Chrift whom they love; they hear of the 
love of God in him, and of the love of him to 
them ; it is food to their fouls ; and when found, 
under the hearing of it, it is the joy and rejoicing - 
of their hearts; and whereas they are continually 
finning in thought, word, or deed, the doétrine of , 
pardon muft be joyful to them. Moreover, this 
may be meant of the voice of thofe that come to 
the church of God, with fongs of joy.and_glad- 
nefs, for electing, redeeming, calling, pardoning, 
and juftifying grace; the voice of young converts, 
and of all them that rejoice in Chrift Jefus, and 
have no confidence in the fiefh; fee Jf xxxv. 10, 
and why may not the ordinance of finging pfalms, 
hymns, and fpiritual fongs, be included ? fince 
thofe are enjoined to be fung, and are fung in go- 
fpel-churches, Eph. v. 19, Col. iii, 16. Lhe voice 
of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride; which, 
literally underftood, js expreihive of great joy and 


the Meffiah : and will build them as at the firft; 
in the latter day, as at the beginning or firft times 
of the gofpel,; when the temple of the Lord was 
built by Chrift, as the chief mafter-builder, and 
by his apofties under him, upon himfelf, the foun- 
dation of the apoftles and prophets ; he being the 
corner-itone of it, whereby it became an habita- 
tion for God thro’ the Spirit. Since that time, 
by means of hereticks and falfe teachers, and efpe- 
cially by the man of fin, the tabernacle of David, 
or church of Ghrift, is greatly fallen into ruin, 
and needs rebuilding and repairing ; and this will 
be done; and then it will be a beautiful ftructure, 
as at the firft, or as it was in the times of the 
apoftles ; fee its xv. 16. 

¥..8. And I will cleanfe them from all their ini- 
quity, whereby they have finned againft me, &c.] 
Even by the blood of Chrift, which cleanfes from 
all fin, of heart, lip, and life, in allufion to the 
purifications under the law, 1 Fobii. 7. fee Ezek. 
xxxvi. 25: and I will pardon all their iniquities, 
whereby they have finned, and whereby they have 
tranferejed againft me, for Chrift’s fake, and thro’ 
his atoning facrifice, and upon the foot of full fa- 
tisfaction made by him, An heap of words is 
here uféd, to exprefs the fulnefs of pardoning grace 
thro’ the blood of Chrift, which reaches to all 
manner of fin; and this is the great and pecu- 
liar bleffing of the new covenant; fee ch. xxxi, 


4. 
, ¥. 9. Aud it foall be to me a name of joy, a praife, 
and an boncur, &c.] That is, the church and peo- 
ple of God, being redeemed and rebuilt by Chrift, 
and being cleanfed from their fins in his, blood, 
and all their iniquities forgiven for‘his fake, would 
be a caufe of joy to themfelves and others, and 
bring joy, praife, and honour unto God: fo the 
church, in the latter day, will be an eternal excel- 
lency, a joy of many generations, and a praife in 
the earth, Jf Ix. 15. and Ixii. 7. and here they are 
faid to be fo, before all the nations, which Jhall 
hear all the good that I do unto them, in redeeming 
them by the Meffiah; calling them by his Spirit 
and grace ; juftifying them by the righteoufnefs of 
Chrift; pardoning their fins thro” his blood; mak- 
ing them meet for, and giving them a title to, 
eternal glory and happinefs; all which would be 
made known, as it has been to the Gentiles, thro’ 


fioned joy and gladnefs among them, and praife 
and thankfeiving unto God, and which has re- 
‘dounded to his honour and glory: and they fall 
fear and tremble, for all the goodnefs, and for all the | happinefs ; as the. contrary fignifies great.calami 
profperity that I procure unto it, that is, they fhall | and diftrefs, fee ch. vii. 34. Rev. xviii. 23. i 
fear the Lord, and tremble at his word; not with | may be underftood of fuch who are in fuch a na- 

Vo.. I. N*, 18. 7.¢ . tural 
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tural relation to one another; and yet their voice 
may intend their joining together in fpiritual praife 
to God. Moreover, by the bridegroom may be 
meant Chrift, who has efpoufed his people to him- 
_ felf, and is their hufband, and behaves as fuch 
towards them, in all tendernefs, care, love, and 
affection ; and his voice-was heard in fudea’s land 
as the bridegroom ; Yobn heard it, and rejoiced at 
it, and fo did many others; fee Matt. ix. 15. 
Fobn iii. 29. and the gofpel indeed, is no other 
than his voice ; and a foul-quickening, foul-com- 


' forting, and foul-alluring, and charming voice it 


is. And by the dride may be meant the church, 
who is the bride, the Lamb’s wife, being married 
to him; whofe voice of prayer and praife to Chrift, 
and of encouragement to fenfible finners, is heard 
in Zion, and is very defirable, Cant. ii. 14. Rev. 
xxii. 17. The voice of them that fhall fay, praife the 
Lord of bofts ; the hufband of his church, and Re- 
deemer of his people, and who is the fovereign 
Lord of all; the voice of fuch is heard, who ftir 
up others to this work and fervice, and inforce it 
by the reafons,, following : for the Lord is good ; 
originally and éffentially in himfelf, and the foun- 
tain of goodnefs to others; the good head and 
hufband of his church; the good Samaritan, the 
good fhepherd of his fheep, and Saviour of his 
people : for bis mercy endureth for ever; it is from 
everlafting to everlafting ; in his love and pity he 
has redeemed his church ; and this is feen in ‘his 
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ereat peace, no foreign enemy to’ make afiaid Or 
difturb the fhepherds and ‘their flocks ; afid of di- 
ligence and induftry, plenty cai a ae 
this is to be underftood not’in a literal, be myiti- 
cal fenfe. For by /bepherds are meant t e apofties 
of Chrift, the firit minifters of the gofpel, “and pa 
ftors of churches, that fhould be firft raifed’ 
in the land of Judea, and then fent into, “and 
{fpread in all the world; fhepherds pee 
of his raifing, qualifying, and calling ; to ‘ 
he gives a comimiffion to feed his fheep and lambs} 
a@gns them their diftin& flocks, and gives ‘them ~ 
food to feed them with, and to whom they ate‘ag-"* 
countable for thofe under their care, and the gifts — 
beftowed upon them ; and whofe bufinef®S lies in fea? e 
ing the flock, with the folid doétrines of the gofpel, 
by faithfully adminiftring the ordinances, and in — 
all directing to Chrift, where they may find pa- 
fture ; as alfo in ruling and governing according 
to the laws of Chrift,; in watching over’ the theep 
that they go not aftray, and in protecting and de- 
fending them from beafts of prey. By the Babi- 
tation of thefe fhepherds, is meant the houfe of 
God, where the word is preached, and ordihances 
are adminiftred ; here are the fhepherds” tents, 
which, like the tents of Kedar, which were fhep- — 
herds tents alfo, are mean and coarfe without, but 
rich and beautiful within; and are like tents, move- ~ 
able from place to place; and it is the glory and 
happinefs of a country where they are. And by 


= 


tender cate of her, and will endure to eternal life: | flocks or flock, for it is in the fingular number, are 


thefe words feem to be taken out of P/ cvyi. 1. 
and cvii. 1, 2. and cxxxvi. 1, and were ufed by 
the Fews at the laying of the foundation of the fe- 
cond temple, Ezra iii. 11. And of them that shall 
bring the facrifice of praife into the houfe of the Lord, 
the church of the living God, the materials of 
which are lively ftones, or true believers in Chrift; 
into which none fhould enter without an offering ; 
and this fhould be a fpiritual one, the facrifice of 
praife and thankfgiving; which God has enjoined 
as well pleafing to him, becaufe it glorifies him, 
This fhows, that this prophecy belongs to gofpel- 
times; fince no other facrifice is mentioned as 
brought into the houfe of God, but the facrifice 
of praife. And remarkable is the note of Kimchi 
on this paflage; ‘* he does not fay a fin-offering, 
“* or a trefpafs-offering, becaufe at this time there 
will be no-ungodly perfons and finners among 
them, ‘for they fhall all know the Lord. And 
fo our Raddins of bleffed memory fay, all offer- 
ings fhall ceafe in time to come (the times of 
the Meffiah). but the facrifice of praife.” For 
I will caufe to return the captivity of the land as at 
ihe jirft, faith the Lord; a releafe from {piritual 
captivity, or redemption by Chrift; being the 
foundation of all folid joy, praife, and thankfgiv- 
ing. 

¥. 12. Thus faith the Lord of hofts, &c.] Which 
phrafe, or what is anfwerable to it, is often re- 
peated, to give authority to what is faid, and to 
command a belief of it : again, in this place which 
1s defolate; which was faid to be fo, ¥. 10. and 
ch. xxxii. 43. and indeed was fo; and was near 
utter deftructioh, as to be without man and without 
beaft ; both falling into the hands of the enemy ; 
and that not in the city of Ferufalem only, but in 
‘all the cities thereof, of the land of Fudea; and 
‘from thence in other countries, even in Gentile 


ones : foal be an habitation of fhepherds, caufing | tithing of them, Lev. xxvii. 
their Backs to lie down ; which is expreflive of | underitood literally, _ but | 


* Bifque die numerant, alter pecus, alter & hzdos. Virgil, 


meant the church of Chrift, which is but one, the 
general affembly and church of the firft-born writ- 
ten in heaven, and the feveral particular congre- ~ 
gated churches ; confifting of fuch perfons as may 
be compared to fheep, being weak and timorous, 
meek and humble, harmlefs and inoffenfive; of — 
perfons gathered out of the world, diftinguifhed 
by the grace of God, and folded together in a go- 
fpel-church-ftate ; tho’ but few, and defpifed of 
men, and perfecuted, a little flock, anda flock of 
flaughter: thefe, by theit fhepherds, are made fe 
lie down in a good fold at night, where they are _ 
fafe and fecure ; thefe fhepherds watch over them ; 
angels encamp about them; falvation is walls and — 
bulwarks to them ; and God himfelf a wall of fire 
around them; and in the day they are made to 
lie down in the green paftures of the word’and‘or- 
dinances, where they have an abundance, a fufh- © 
ciency of provifions ; and at noon under the fha- 
dow of Chrift, where they have reft, and where 
they are fcreened and ‘fheltered from the héat oF 
a fiery law, of fatan’s fiery darts, and of the world’s 
perfecution. ae foun te hb 
y..13. In the cities of the mountains, in the cities 
of the vale, and in the cities of the fouth, cc) 
Into which three parts the land of Judea was dis” 
vided; fee the note on ch. xxxii. 44: and in the — 
land of Benjamin, and in the places about Ferifalem, 
and in the cities of Judah, in the cities of the twe 
tribes, of which Feru/alem was the metropolis 
which returned from the captivity, < 
here, and were in being when the Meffiah 
here prophefied of, the great fhepherd 
foall the flocks paJs again under the 
telleth thein, faith the Lord; all 
ftom of fhepherds telling their floc 
led them out of the fold int 


he 


when they put them in at eve 
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> Kimchi:and Aberbinel interpret it, of the T/raelites 
going in and out under the: hands of their king, 
that goes at the head of them; and thé’Targum, 
of the king Mefliah, and who is.no doubt meant. 
The elect of God, who are intended by the flocks, 
were in eternal election confidered as fheep, and by 
that act of grace were diftinguifhed from others ; 
and fo when an exaét account was taken of them, 
their names were written in heaven, and in the 
Lamb’s book of life; and had this feal and mark 
put upon them, the Lord knows them that are bis ; 
alfo. in,the gift of them to Chrift; in the covenant 
of grace, when they were brought into the bond of 
that covenant, they were likewife confidered as 
fheep, diitinct from others ; ‘and were told into the 
hands. of Chrift, where they are kept, and who 
has a moft perfect knowledge of them; and in 
effectual vocation they. will again pafs under ‘his 
hands; they are then as fheep that had gone aftray, 
returned to the fhepherd and bifhop of their fouls ; 
and when they are fepatated from others, and fpe- 
cial. knowledge is taken of them, ‘and Chrift’s 
mark, the fandtification of the Spirit, is put upon 
them ; and at the laft day, when -Chrift fhall de- 
liver them up. to the Father, he'll fay, lo, I and 
the children, or fheep, whom ‘thou haft given 
me; and they will all be numbered, and not one. 
will be.wanting. ° RM 
¥. 14. Bebold, the days come, faith the Lord, &c.] 
Or, are coming *; future times are refpeéted ; yet! 
fuch as would quickly come; five or fix hundred 
years more, and then would be fulfilled what is 
after promifed. This is ufhered in with a debold, 
as being a matter of importance, and- deferving 
attention, and:even as calling fer admiration. This 
_ is the principal of the great and mighty things the 
Lord promifed to. fhew to the: prophet, ¥. 3. even 
the coming of the Meffiah, and what concerns his 
perfon and office: that I will perform that good 
thing which Ihave promifed unto the houfe of Ifrael, 
and to the houfe of Fudah;, or, that good word, 
that gracious word concerning Chrift and falvation 
by him ; that mercy promifed to the fathers ; that 
good thing that came out of Nazareth; the good 
thepherd that laid down his life for the’ fheep, pre-, 
ferable tothe thepherds before -fpoken: of : -or ra- 
ther, that deff word”; the pofitive ufed for the fu- 
perlative, as frequent inthe Hebrew language. 
Many good words or promifes are made before, | 
concerning the={piritual welfare and profperity of 
the church ; butsthis is. the. beft .of all; this is the 
better thing. provided forsfaihts under the gofpel- 
difpenfation, and promifed to'them, who are meant’ 
by the houfes of Fudah and d/rael.; tor thefe phrafes, | 
as the ews themfelves allow, fhow that the words | 
belong to the. times of the Meffiah ; and-which | 
God, ‘that is true and cannot lie, and whois faith- | 
ful, that has promifed, and is.able to perform, | 
will .do. 20d 0 
y. 15. In-thofe days; and. at that time, 8cc.]} In 
thofe very felf-fame days before fpoken of ; in thofe 
days to come, and which were haftening on ; in the 
fulnefs of time, agreed ‘on between Jehovah and 
his Son; the appointed, fixed, determined time : 
will I caufe the branch of righteoufne/s to grow-up 
unto David; not Zorobabel, but the Meffiah ; who 
is not only a branch of David's family, and there- 
fore faid to grow up unto him, being of his feed, 
his fon, 
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2 ‘a te Na venientes, Montanus, Schmidt. 
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and offspring ; but a branch of righte- 


5359 
oufhefs, or a'righteous branch ;. perfectly righteous 
in himfelf, and the author of righteoufnefs unto 
others ; which can’t be faid of Zorodadbel, or of any 
other branch fpringing from David, but the Mef- 
fiah ; and of him the Targum interprets it, para- 
phrafing it thus, ‘* the Meffiah of righteoufnefs ;” 
and Kimebi’s note is, ‘* this is the king Meffiah 5” 


and fo it is by other ‘Yewi/b writers * interpreted of . 
him: and be fhall execute judginent and righteoufnefs 


in the land, judgment upon the blind Pharifees 


given up to judicial blindnefs and hardinels of heart, _ 


and upon the world, and the prince of it, who 


was caft out by him; and tho’ he came not-at firft — 


to judge the world and all the individuals of it, as 
he will do at-his fecond coming’; yet all judg- 


a 
+ 


ment, ‘rule and government of his church is com- ° 


mitted to him by his Father; and he. ison the 
throne to order and eftablith it with judgment, and 
to over-rule all things for the good of it, and his 
own and his Father’s glory: and he has wrought 
out an everlafting righteou/ne/s, agreeable to law 
and juftice, for the juftification of his people; for 
which reafon he and they have the name‘in the 
verfe following. pm Ae 
¥.16. In thofe days fhall Fudab be faved, &c.}. 
The ele& of God among the Fews; and all fuch 
who are Fews inwardly, who truly believe-in-Chrift, 
and confefs his name, and praife him, and give 
him the glory of falvation. ‘fudab fignifies one 
that confefies or praifés the Lord; fuch fhall be 
faved from fin, fatan, the law, wrath, hell ‘and 
damnation, by the branch of righteoufhefs, the 
Meffiah ; who was raifed up and fent to be a°Sa- 
viour ; came into the world for this purpofe; has 
obtained falvation for his people; is the- captain 
and author of it; nor is it in any other; hence 
his name is called Jefus ;*and this falvation is to 
be had from him-at all ‘times; as in thofe days in 
which it was firft-wrought out, fo throughout the 
whole gofpel-difpenfation : for now is the day of 
falvation ; and indeéd (this is to be ‘underftood, 
not as exclufive of the Old Teftament-difpenfation, 
when believers were faved-by the fame Lord Jefus 
as we are ; only this is expreffive of the impetra- 
tion of this falvation-by the incarnate Saviour ; and 
of the more clear difcovery and revelation. of it; 
and of the application of it to a greater number 
of perfons ; and which is~fure’ to all the {piritual 
feed of *Chrift, whether ‘Fews or Gentiles, who ball 
be faved, with‘an everlafting falvation: it is not 
faid, they may be faved, but they jha/} be faved’, 
not may ‘be- faved if they will ; or however, this 
is not left on -fuch a precarious foot ; but’ they are 
made willing to be faved by Chrift in the day of 
his power,’ yea they are already faved’: and Feru- 
falem foall dwell Safely ; the inhabitants-of it ; fuch 
swho'aré come-to mount'Zion, the city of the'living 
God, the heavenly Ferufalem , thefe being faved 
by Chrift, arein the utmoft fafety; they have’ no- 
thing -to® fear from the juftice of God, that is 
fatisfied ;’ nor from.the Jaw, that is fulfilled ; nor 
from their enemies, they ate’ conquered and de- 
ftroyed ; God is pacified towards ‘them ; is the God 
of peace with them ; and ‘they have peace *with 
him, and-enjoy great -ferenity and tranquillity of 
mind; and ‘muft needs ‘dwell fafely, finee Feho- 
vah is around.them as the mountains around -Yeru- 
falem; Chrift is their ftrong-hold, into which they 
run and are fafe ; the Holy Spirit within them is 
pay Fi ‘ Ahly ' © greater 
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Chrift is David's fon and fucceffor, and whofe king- 
dom is an everlafting kingdom. ~ 

¥. 18.*Neither fhall the priefts the Levites want 
a man before me, &c.} The Levitical priefthood 
has been abolifhed long ago ;' that was typical of 
Chrift’s priefthood, and is fucceeded by it; who 
is a prieft for'ever after the order of Melchizedek ; 
and who, having offered up himfelf a facrifice here 
on earth for his people, ever appears in heaven, in’ 
the prefence of God, on their behalf, making inter- 
ceffion for them; and as long as he continues todo 
fo, which will be always, a man fhall not be want- 
ing before the Lord: ¢o offer burnt-offerings, and 
to kindle meat offerings, and to do facrifice continu- | 
ally, that is, to prefent .that facrifice before him, 
and plead the efficacy and virtue of it with him, 
which was typified by all thofe facrifices, and has 
fuperfeded them, being much better than they. 
Some underftand this of a continuance of gofpel- 
minifters unto the end of the world, who fueceeded 
the priefts and Levztes; but as they are never 
called priefts and Levites in the New-Teftament; 
nor were they properly the fucceffors of the priefts 
and Levites ; rather it may be applied unto all be- 
lievers now, who are priefts unto God, and offer 
up fpiritual facrifices acceptable to God thro’ Chriit ; 
but the firft fenfe is beft. 

V.19. And the word of the Lord came unto Fe- 
reimiab, 8c.| For the further explanation and con- 
firmation of what is before faid ; and which came 
at the fame time as the other; this being not a 
new prophecy, but an illuftration of the former : 
Jaying, as follows, . 

¥.20. Thus faith the Lord, if you can break my 
covenant of the day, and my covenant of the night, 
&c.] The fame with the ordinances of the fun, 
moon and ftars, ch. xxxi. 35, 36. the original con- 
ftitution and law of nature, fettled from the begin- 
ning of the world, and obferved ever fince, in the 
conitant revolution of day and night; and which 
was formed into a covenant and promife to Noah 
after the deluge, that day and night fhould not 
ceafe, as long as the earth remained, Gen. viii. 22. 
and which has never been, nor can be broken, and 
made void : fo that there hould not be day and night 
in. their feafon, or turn; continually fueceeding 
each other: this, as it would not be attempted, 
fo could never be effected by any mortals, if it 
were. 

¥.21. Then may alfo my covenant be broken with 
David my fervant, &c.] A type of the Meffiah, 
with whom the covenant of grace is made, ftands 
faft, and will never be broken; fee P/. Ixxxix. 3, 
28,34. for; as the other is impoffible, the break- 
ing of the covenant with day and night, or hinder- 
ing the certain rotation of them; fo likewife’ as 
impoflible is the breaking of the covenant -with 
David, concerning the perpetuity of his kingdom 
in the Meffiah: that he should not have a fon to 
reign upon bis throne ; which he has in*Chrift, and 
ever will have; for he thall reign. for ever 
ever: ond with the Levites my priefts, my minifiers ; 
of the line of Phineas, to whom: an? everlafting 
priefthood was promifed, and which has been ful- 
his throne. David’s earthly kingdom was. but a | filled in Chrift, who has an unchangeable prieft- 
typical and fhadowy one; a type of Chrift’s fpiri- | hood ; a priefthood that will never pais from him, 
tual kingdom, which has fucceeded it, and in which | and goto another; fee/Vuinb.xxv.13. Heb.vii-24. 
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greater and mightier than their enemies in the 
world ; angels encamp about them, and falvation 
is walls and bulwarks to them: aad ¢bis is the name 
wherewith fhe foall be called, the Lord our righteouf- 
nefs; the fame with the Meffiah’s name, ch. xxiii. 6. 
he is Jehovah; and he is our righteoufnefs ; the 
author of it, by his obedience, fufferings and death ; 
and which becomes ours, by being wrought out for 
us, beftowed on us, imputed and applied to us. 
The Targum renders it here, as in the other place, 
“* this is the name wherewith they fhall call him ;” 
and fo the Vulgate Latin verfion; but this is con- 
trary to the Hebrew text, which has er, and not 
him. R. Fofeph Kimchi reads it, and this who calls 
her, is the Lord our righteoufnefs,; which is fol- 
lowed by fome chriftian writers ¥, Some inter- 
pret it, who calls her by his gofpel to the falva- 
tion promifed and performed; others, who calls 
her to dwell fafely ; others render it, this is the 
name with which be (the Lord) foall call him, for 
ber, for the fake of the church, the Lord our righ- 
teoufnefs*, but David Kimchi and Ben Melech take 
the fenfe to be this, ‘* the holy blefied God fhall 
<¢ call Ferujalem, the Lord our righteouinefs ;” and 
certain it is, that this is the name impofed on the 
church here meant, as Hephzibah and Beulah, in 
Jf. \xii. 4. and why may fhe not be as well called 
Febovabh Tzidkenu the Lord our righteoufnes, 
as Febovab Shammah the Lord is there? Ezek. 
xlviii. 35. She is called Fehovab, not as deified by 
him, but as united to him ; and owr righteou/ne/s, 
as juftified by him. Chrift and his church are 
one, as head and members are; and therefore are 
called by the fame name: hence the church is 
called Chrift, 1 Cor. xii. 12, they are in a marriage- 
relation ; Chrift is the hufband, and the church is 
his fpoufe ; and as hufband and wife bear the fame 
name, fo do Chrift and his church ;, moreover, not 
only Chrift is made righteoufnefs to his people, but 
they are made the righteoufhefs of God in him, 
his righteoufnefs is. put upon them, and imputed 
to them, fo that they are righteous as he is righ- 
teous, 1 Cor.i. 30. 2 Cor.v. 21. 1 Fobn ii. 7. 
y¥.17. For thus faith the Lord, &c.] . Confirm- 
ing the above promife concerning the Meffiah ; 
giving a reafon why his coming may be expected ; 
and why the falvation, juftification and ‘final per- 
feverance of his church and people. are certain 
things, and to be depended upon: David jhall 
never want a man to fit upon the throne of ‘the houfe 
of Ifrael or, there fhall not be cut off unto David 
@ man+; and this is not to be underftood of the 
temporal kingdom of David, which has been at 
an.end long ago; Yeconiah that was carried captive 
into Babylon, was written, childlefs, and.left no 
iffue ; and Zorobadel, the only one of Davia’s feed 
that made any figure after the captivity, was not 
a king; this is only true of the man Chrift Jefus, 
of the feed of David, and is his fon, to whom has 
been given the throne of his father David; and 
who reigns over the houfe of Faced for ever; and 
of whofe kingdom there is no end, Luke i.\325 33. 
and as long as he is king of faints, which will be 
for ever, Devid will not want a man to fit upon 
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¥. 22. As the hoft of heaven cannot be numbered, 
neither the fand of the fea meafured, &c.| As the 
ftars of heaven are innumerable, and the fand of 
the fea unmeafurable: /o will I multiply the feed of 
David my Jervant ; the Meffiah; the fon and anti- 
type of David; and who is often called by his 
name; and as the fon of David is the fervant of 
the Lord; his fpiritual feed are meant, which :thall 
endure for ever; and in gofpel-times, efpecially in 
the latter part of them, fhall be very numerous ; 
fee Pf. Ixxxix. 29, 36: and the Levites that minifter 
unto me, meaning the fame as before; not mini-~ 
{ters of the gofpel, for they never were, or will 
be, fo numerous as here exprefled; but true be- 
lievers in Chrift, who are all priefts unto God, and 
minifter in holy things, offering up the fpiritual 
facrifices of prayer and praife thro’ Chrift: thefe 
Levites are the fame with the feed of David, or 
Chrift, in whom the kingdom and the priefthood 
are united. 

¥. 23. Moreover, the word of the Lord came unto 
Jeremiah, &c.} Upon the fame fubject, concern- 
ing the-continuance of Davia’s feed ;, with'a refu- 
tation of a calumny uttered againft the Lord about 
the rejection of them: /aying, as follows, 

¥. 24. Confidereft thou not what this people have 
Spoken, &c.] The words are direéted. to the pro- 
phet by an interrogation, if. he had not confidered 
in his mind what he heard the people fay ; not the 
Chaldeans, with whom the prophet was not ;, but 
the unbelieving Yews, either the profane part of 
them, who had a wicked view in it, to accufe 
God, and difcourage the godly; or the weaker 
fort of the good people, indulging unbelief and 
defpondency : faying, the two families which the 
Lord hath chofen, be hath even caft them off? the 
kingdom and the priefthood, as Farchi; the fa- 
mily of David, and. the family of Aaron, as Kim- 
chi and Ben Melech ; the one with refpect to the 
kingdom ; and the other with refpect to the prieft- 
hood ; fo Aharbinel, which feems right: tho’ fome 
interpret it of the kingdoms of J/rael and Fudah , 
and others of the two tribes of Fudab and Benja- 
min; but fince the covenant with David, and with 
the priefts, are before {fpoken of ; and the feed of 
David afterwards; it feems rather to regard the 
two houfés of David and Aaron, which the Lord 
chofe for the kingdom and priefthood to continue 
in; but by the captivity of the royal family, and 
of the priefts in Babylon, juft now about to take 
place; it was fuggefted, that both were caft off 
by the Lord,. and that there would be no more 
kings out of the one, nor priefts out of the other : 
thus they have defpifed my people, as being rejected 
of God, whom he would never more regard or 
reftore to their former condition in church and 
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N this chapter is a prophecy of the taking and 

burning of Ferufalem, of the captivity of Ze- 
dekiah king of Fudab; and of the deftruction of 
the whole land, becaufe of their breach of cove- 
nant to let fervants go free. The time of this 
prophecy is obferved, ¥. 1, 6,7. the taking and 
burning of the city, ¥.2. the carrying captive 
the king, who yet fhould not die a violent death; 
but in peace, and fhould have an honourable fu- 
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Sof 
{tate ; fo giving them up for loft, that they would 
be no more a nation and church, having kings to 
reign over them, or priefts to minifter for them: 
that, they foould be no more a nation before thems; 
either before their kings and priefts; or in the fight 
of tho perfons who {poke the words before re- 
ated, y 1007, 

¥.25. Thus faith the Lord, &c.} . In anfwer to 
the above calumny : if my covenant. be not with 
day and night ; that is, if it fhould not ftand ; if 
it fhould be broken ; or there fhould be no longer 
a fucceflion of day and night: and if I have not 
appointed the ordinances of heaven and earth , con- 
cerning the courfe of the fun, moon and ftars, and 
the influence of the heavenly bodies; and con- 
cerning the fruits of the earth, the feafons of the 
year, feed-time and harveft, fummer and winter ; 
if thefe are not fettled and fixed, and do not ap- 
pear according to appointment and promife, 

¥. 26. Then will I caft away the feed of Facob, 
and David. my servant, &c.| R. Fonah thinks, that 
Jacob is put inftead of Aaron, becaufe of the two 
families. of David and Aaron before-mentioned ; 
but in this latter part of the chapter no mention 
is made of priefts at all; and by the /eed is meant, 
one and the fame, the {fpiritual feed of Chrift, the 
antitypical David, and feryant of the Lord; and 
which.are no other than the feed of Jacob, over 
whom the Meffiah reigns; or the fpiritual J/rael 
of God, whether Jews or Gentiles, and whom the 
Lord. never cafts away, fo as to perifh; but they 
fhall all be faved in the Lord with an everlafting 
falvation : fee the note on ch. xxxi. 37. and even 
the feed of Facob, and of David, who was of Facob, 
in the:line of Fudab, fhall not be in fuch fenfe 
rejected : fo that I will not take any.of his feed to be 
rulers over the feed of Abraham, Ifaac, and Facob; 
that is, any of the feed of David taken literally; from 
whom the Lord has taken one, or raifed up one 
of his feed, even the Meffiah, to be a ruler over 
all the fpiritual feed of Abraham, Tfaac, and Fa- 
cob; or of all that tread in their fteps: but inaf- 
much, as by the feed of Facob and David may be 
meant the fpiritual feed of Chrift ; by rulers taken 
from them may be intended fpiritual rulers and go- 
vernors of the church, or minifters of the gofpel : 
for I will caufe their captivity to return, and have 
mercy on them; not only their captivity from Ba- 
bylon, and fo the family. of David reftored and con- 
tinued till the Meffiah fhould fpring out of it; 
but the fpiritual captivity of the J/rae/ of God, of 
which the other was a type, and would be brought 
about by the Meffiah; who in his love and pity 
fhould redeem them, as he has, from fin, fatan, 
law, hell and death, 
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and péople entered into, to let their fervants go 
free, according to the law of God, which was at 
firft obferved, and afterwards retracted, ¥.:8, 9, 
10, 11. which conduét is taken notice of and. re- 
fented, ¥. 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. and they are threat- 
ened with the fore judgments of God, fword, fa- 
mine, peftilence and captivity, the king, princes, 
priefts, and people; and with the deftruction, noz 
only of Ferufalem, but of the reft of the cities of 


neral, ¥. 3,4, 5. the covenant, the king, princes| Judah, ¥. 17—22. 
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¥.1. The word which came unto Feremiah from 
she Lord, &c.] This prophecy came to Feremiah, 
and was delivered by him, when he was at liberty, 
and before his imprifonmént, and was the occafion 
of it, as appears from ch. xxxii. 2, 3, 4, 5. com- 
pared with ¥. 2, 3. of this chapter; the prophecies 


not ftanding in the proper order in which’ they 


were given out; for the prophecy, in this firft part 
of the chapter at leaft, was delivered out before that 
in ch. xxxii: when Nebuchadnezzar we Baby- 
Jon, and all ‘bis army, and all the kingdoms of the 
earth of his dominion, and all the people fought againft 
¥erufalems when this mighty monarch appeared 
before Feru/alem with a numerous army, confifting 
of Chaldeans, the natives of his own kingdom, and 
with the auxiliary troops of the feveral kingdoms 
he had fubdued, and made tributary to him, even 
people of almoft every nation under the heavens ; 
and invefted it, and laid fiege' to it} and lay againft 
it: and againft all the cities thereof, the reft of the 
cities of ‘Ffudah, which were as daughters -of “7e- 
rufalem, the metropolis or mother-city: /aying, as 
follows, 

¥.2. Thus faith the Lord, the God of Ifrael, &c,} 
Who, tho’ the covenant:God of J/rael, yet pro- 
voked by their fins, fends the following meflage 
to their kine: go and {peak to Zedekiah king of Fu- 
dah, and tell bim; alone; and tell it to no ‘other 
but him; at leaft' at. préfent,; the meflage being 
more peculiar to him, and muft, had it been told 
to the people, been veiy difheartening to them: 
behold, 1 will give this city into the hand-of the king 
of Babylon,‘ and he foall burn it with fire, {ee ch. 
xxxii. 3. which was exa¢tly accomplifhed, ch. Iii. 


13. 

“y. 3. And thou fhalt not efcape out of his hand, 
&c.] Tho’ he would, and did attempt to do it, 
ch. lii. 8, 9: but fhalt furely be taken, and dehivered 
into his hand; he was taken on the plains of 7e- 
richo, and delivered into the hands of the king of 
Babylon at Riblab, as may be feen’in the place 
juft referred to: and thine eyes fhall bebold the eyes 
of the king of Babylon; and that was all; for they 
were quickly put out by him: and he fhall [peak 
with thee mouth to mouth, and thou fhalt go to Ba- 
bylon, fee ch. xxxii. 3. and lii. 9, 11. 

y. 4. Yet hear the word of the Lord, O Zedekiab 
king of Fudab, &c.] Which, tho’ a king, he ought 
to hearken to; and befides, what follows was for 
his comfort, being a mitigation of his fentence, 
and containing in it mefcy, as well as judg- 
ment: thus faith the Lord of thee, thou fbali not 
die by the fword, of the king of Babylon; or a 
violent death; and therefore, fear not to deliver up 
thyfelf and city into his hands; which he might be 
loth to do, fearing he would put him to death 
immediately. 

¥. 5. But shou fhalt die in peace, &c.] Upon 
his bed, a natural death, and in, good friendfhip 
with the king of Babylon; and, it may be, in peace 
with God; for before his death, fome time in his 
captivity, he might be brought to true repentance 
for his fins: and with the burnings of thy fathers, 
the former kings which were before thee: fo foall they 
burn odours for thee. The fenfe is, that he fhould 
have an honourable burial ; and that fweet odours 


» Antiq. Jud. 1. 10. ¢. 8. §.7. 
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and fpices fhould be burned for him, as were for 
the: kings of Yudab his predeceffors, particularly 
Afa, 2 Chron. xvi. 14. Fofepbus fays *, that Ne- 
buchadnezzar buried him in a royal manner; tho’ 
this feems to refer to what the people of the Fews 
in Babylon would do in honour of him, by burn- 
ing for him. The Rébdins fay, as Farchi, Kim- 
chi and Ben Melech obferve, that they burned their 
beds and miniftring veféls, or houfhold goods “, as 
was ufual on.fuch occafions. The Yalmudifts ¢ fay, 
all this honour was done him for that fingle aét 
of ordering Yeremiah to be'taken out of the dun- 
geon ; for this was done in honour to perfons : 
fo when Gamaliel the elder died, Onkelos the pro- 
felyte burned for him féventy Zyrian pounds *; not 
fuch a quantity of money, but goods that were 
worth fo much; and this was a cuftom with the 
Heathens, who ufed to burn the bodies of the dead, 
to burn their garments with them, and their ar- 
mour, and whatever were valuable and efteemed 
of by them in life; and particularly odoriferous 
things, ‘as frankincenfe, faffron, myrth, fpikenard, 
caffia and cinnamon ‘; and which feem to be meant 
here, by comparing the paffage with the cafe of 
Afa betore-mentioned ; for tho’ the word odours is 
not in the text, it feems rightly enough fupplied 
by us; as it is by other interpreters *. The Vul- 
gate Latin verfion very wrongly tranflates it, and 
foall burn thee; for it was not the manner of the 
Fews to burn the bodies of the dead, but to inter 
them in the earth; and fo Tacitus" obferves, it 
was the cuftom of the Yews not to burn, but after 
the manner of the Egyptians to bury in the earth; 
nor does it appear to have been the cuftom of the 
Babylonians or Chaldeans, as fhould feem from the 
account that is given of the death and burial of 
the Babylonian monarch in If. xiv: and they will 
lament, faying, Ab Lord; alas! our lord the king 
is dead. The form of lamentation faid over him, 
as the Fews record‘, was, ‘* alas! king Zedekiab 
‘* who is dead, drank the dregs of all ages ;” was 
punifhed for the fins of men in all generations 
paft: for I have pronounced the word, faith the 
Lord, both that which refpeéts his captivity, and 
that which refers to his death ; the manner of it, 
and his honourable interment, which fhall be ac- 
complifhed. P 

¥. 6. Then Feremiah the prophet fpake all thefe 
words, &c.] The threatning, as well as the con- 
folatory ones ; he kept back no part of the mef- 
fage he was fent with, but faithfully delivered the 
whole: unto Zedekiah king of Fudab in Ferufalem; 
tho’ he knew it would difpleafe him, and bring 
himfelf into trouble, as it did; for upon this he 
was put into prifon. 


¥.7. When the king of Babylon’s army fought 


| againft Ferufalem, &c.| Had laid ‘clofé fiege to 


it, and {till continued it: and againft all the cities 
of Fudah that were left; unconquered by him; 
when he invaded the land, he fought againft, and 
took, and ravaged all the cities that lay in his 
way ; and it feems there were none that ftoed out 
againft him but Feru/alem, now befieged by him, — 
and two others, next mentioned: agaznft i 
and againft Azekah, for thefe defenced cities remained 
of the cities of Fudab , two cities that had been for- 
. _ tified 
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tified by Rehoboam, 2 Chron. xi. 9. and were the 
only ones befides Feru/alem, which as yet had not 
fallen into the hands of the king of Badylon. 

¥. 8. This is the word that came to Feremiah from 
the Lord, &c.| Here begins a new prophecy, which 
was delivered fome time after the former; that 
was given out while the king of Badylon was be- 
fieging Ferufalem; this after he had quitted the 
fiege for a-while, and was gone to meet the king 
of Egypt, who was coming to the relief of the city, 


‘as appears from y. 21, 22. tho’ the Fews * fay, this 


was delivered in the feventh year of Zedekiah, in 
the firft month, and tenth day of the month; at 
the fame time that the elders of J/rael came to 
Ezekiel, to enquire of the Lord by him, Ezek. xx. 
1. which was two years before the king of Baby- 
Jon came againft Ferufalem; but this feems not 
likely. It is faid to be, after that the king Zedekiab 
‘made a covenant with all the people that were at Fe- 
rufalem to proclaim liberty unto them not. unto the 
people, or to themfelves, the king and the people; 
unlefs the fenfe is, that the king and the people 
‘entered into an agreement among themfelves to 
make proclamation, that liberty would be granted 
by them to their fervants; for the liberty pro- 
claimed was to the fervants, and not to them. 
This feems to confirm it, that it was while the 
‘city was befieged that this covenant was made; 
fince it was made only with the people at Feru/a- 
lem, which were pent up in it; for otherwife it 
would in all probability have been made with all 
the people of the land; and feems to have been 
done with this view, to obtain this favour, of the 
Lord, that they might gain their freedom from 
the enemy, and come not under the yoke, and 
into the fervitude of the king of Babylon: and very 
probable it is, that they did not do this of. their 
own accord, but were exhorted to it by Jeremiah, 
who perhaps, among other fins, had reproved them 
for the breach of the law refpecting the liberty of 
fervants. 

¥. 9. That every man fhould let his man-fervant, 
and every man bis maid-fervant, being an Hebrew, 
or an Hebrewefs, go free, &c.] This is the pro- 
clamation that was agreed to be made, that every 
man-fervant and maid-fervaht, that ferve fix years 
an apprenticefhip, fhould be freed from their fer- 
vitude, according to the law in Exod. xxi. 1, 2. 
a law founded upon juftice and equity, mercy and 
compaffion; done for the honour of the Jewish 
nation, that they might be a free people, and in 
commemoration of their deliverance trom their fer- 
vitude in Egypt. ‘This law, as it feems, had been 
long neglected, and fervants had been retained in 
bondage beyond their due time, thro’ the oppref- 
fion and covetoufnefs of their mafters, and the 
neglect of the civil magiftrates ; who fhould have 
took care that fuch a law was put in execution, 
and that fervants were not oppreffed. Some have 
thought, that it was at the beginning of the fabba- 
tical year that this proclamation was made, when, 
according to the law, there fhould be a releafe of 
fervants, Deut. xv. 1. but that was not a releafe 
of fervants, but of debts ; for if a fervant had not 
ferved out his time, the fabbatical year, or year of 
releafe, did not difcharge him; tho’ the year of 
jubilee did, according to Maimonides ', who fays, 


“< if the year of releafe happens in any of the fix, 


“ years, he (the fervant) ferves in it; but if the 


“< year of jubilee happens within the time, even 


k Seder Olam Rabba, c. 26. p. 74. 
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** tho” he has been fold but one year before it, he 
** is free.” That none foould ferve bimfelf of them, 
to wit, of a Few his brother; or caufe them to 
ferve him, oblige them againft their will to conti- 
nue in his fervice; or by any means avail himfelf 
of them, and receive to himfelf any profit or ad- 
vantage by their fervice, they being’ ¥ews and bre- 
thren; which feems to be added, both as the rea- 
fon of the law, becaufe they were brethren of the 
fame nation and religion with them, and to diftin- 
guifh them from other fervants, who notwithftand- 
ing this law might be retained as fuch. 

¥. 10. Now when all the princes, and all the peo- 
ple. which had entered into the covenant, &¢.] The 
king had made with the people. Here the princes 
are mentioned, who were not before, but. included 
in the people ; they and the reft of the people are 
here meant, who having agreed to the covenant, 
heard that every one foould let his man-fervant, and 
every one his maid-fervant, go free, that none foould 
Jerve themfelves of them any more; or any longer,’ 
which they had done, contrary to law: when they 
underftood that this was the fum of the covenant 
they had entered into, and this the intent of the 
proclamation they agreed unto; or when they 
heard the law read and explained by the prophet, 
concerning the. manumiffion of the Hebrew fervants, 
when the time of. their fervitude was expired, then 
they obeyed, and let them go; difmified them from 
their fervice, in obedience to the law of God, agree- 
able to their own covenant, and the proclamation 
of liberty they affented to. The whole might be 
rendered thus, and all the princes, and all the people 
obeyed, which had entered into the covenant, to let 
every one his man-fervant, and every one. bis maid- 
Jervant, go free, not to ferve themfelves of them any 
more, and they obeyed, I fay, to let them go; fo far 
they did well; and were praife-worthy, that they 
kept the law of God, and their own covenant. 

y¥. 11. But afterwards they turned, &c.| From 
the law of God, and their own agreement, and re- 
turned to their former ufage of their fervants ; 
they changed their minds and meafures. This 
feems to be done, when the king of Babylon, hear- 
ing the king of Egypt was coming to break up 
the fiege of Ferufalem, quitted it, and went forth 
to meet him, as appears from y¥. 21. and ch. 
XXxvii. 5. the Fews .now finding themfelves at li- 
berty, and out of danger as they imagined, wick- 
edly rebelled againft the law of God ; perfidioufly 
broke their own covenant, repenting of what they 
had done, and returned to their former ways of 
oppreffion and cruelty ; which fhows they were 
not hearty and fincere in their covenant: and 
caufed the fervants, and the hand-maids, whom they 
had let go free, to return; and brought them into fub- 
jection for fervants and for hand-maids ; which was 
done by force, contrary to the will of their fervants 
and hand-maids, and in violation of the law of 
God, and their own folemn oath and covenant. 

y. 12. Therefore the word of the Lord came to 
Feremiah from the Lord, &c.| The word of Jeho- 
vah the Son, .from Jehovah the Father, becaufe 
of this tranfgreffion of the princes and people, and 
as foon as it was committed by them; for it is. 
plain from y. 21. that it was before the Chaldean 
army returned to Yeru/alem, after its departure from 
it: faying, as follows. 

¥. 13. Thus faith the Lord, the God of Ijrael, 
&c.] The covenant-God of. J/rael, their creator, 

redeemer, 
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redeemer, and benefactor: J made a covenant with 
your fathers, gave them a fyftem of laws, among 
which was that of releafe of fervants: ia the day 
that I brought them forth out of the land of Egypt ; 
that is, at that time, quickly after, when they 
were come to mount Sinai; this fhows what fa- 
thers are meant, the ewi/b anceftors that came out 
of Egypt, brought from thence by the mighty hand 
of God, and indulged with many favours by him, 
both in the wildernefs, and in the land of Canaan, 
where he brought and fettled them: out of the 
boufe of bondmen , where they were bondmen, fer- 
vants, and flaves: this is mentioned, to put them in 
mind of their former ftate and condition; to obferve 
unto them the foundation and ground of the law 
concerning fervants, how equitable and merciful it 
was, and to ageravate their fin ; who tho’ their 
fathers had been bondmen, and they muft have 
been fo too, had they not been releafed, yet acted 
fuch a cruel part to their fervants, who were their 
brethren, in not difcharging them in due tinte: 
faying ; giving out the following law, as a part of 
the covenant made with their fathers. . 
¥. 14. At the end of feven years, &c.] Not when 
feven years were elapfed and fully compleated; but 
within the compafs of feven years, or as foon as 
the feventh year was begun; for this term of feven 
years, is the term of the feventh year coming in, 
and not going out, as appears from the law itfelf, 
Exod. xxi. 2. and from an after-claufe in this verfe, 
when he hath ferved thee fix years, at the end of 
which, and the beginning of the feventh: and fo 
Maimonides™ interprets this law, ‘* he whom the 
«¢ Sanhedrim fold, ferved fix years from the day 
“< of his fale, and at the beginning of the feventh 
*¢ year he was free :” tho’ the Vulgate Latin ver- 
fion very wrongly renders it, when feven years are 
compleated ; which verfion Sanétius takes a good 
deal of pains to reconcile to the original law. An 
Hebrew might fell himfelf for more years than fix; 
he might fell himfelf for ten or twelve, as the 
above Yewi/fh writer fays, and nothing could re- 
leafe him but the year of jubilee; and that would 
do it, if he had ferved but one year™. Let ye go 
every man is brother, an Hebrew, which hath been 
fold unto thee; or, hath fold bimfelf unto thee° to 
be a fervant; for money was not given with ap- 
prentices to their mafters, as is ufual with us; but 
mafters gave money for their fervants, and bought 
them either of themfelves, or of the magiftrates ; 
hence it is faid, if thou buy an Hebrew fervant, 8c. 
Fixed. xxi. 2. An Hebrew fervant was fold either 
againft his will, or with it; if a man committed 
a theft, and he had not wherewith to make refto- 
ration, the Sanhedrim or magiftrates fold him: if 
he was exceeding poor, the law gave him liberty 
to fell himfelf; but he might not fell himfelf as 
long as he had any thing left, even.a covering ; 
and after that was gone, he might fell himfelf ; 
and he was bought with filver, or the value of fil- 
ver, or by contract or bond’. And when he hath 
Served thee fix years, thou fhalt let him go free from 
thee, or from with thee *; from being with thee, 
from being in thy houfe, as well as from being in 
thy fervice; he was to be difmiffed, fo as to go 
where he pleafed, and work for himfelf, or an- 
other, as he thought fit. But your fathers hearkened 
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not unto me, neither inclined their ear ; to obey the 
laws of God, and particularly this concerning er-- 
vants. This is not to be underftood of the fa- 
thers with whom the covenant was firftanadey afid 
to whom this law was firft given; but their po- 
fterity in after-times, who yet lived long before 
the prefent generation, and fo might with grear 
propriety be called their fathers ; and by which ic 
appears, that this law had been long negle&ted. .__ 

¥..15. And ye were now turned, &c.4 Or, to-day 
indeed ye were turned +, fome little time ago, an 
deed, it muft be owned, that ye turned from 
evil ways of your fathers, for which you wereso 
be commended, as having aéted a better, part than 
they : and had done right in my fight ; what was ac- 
ceptable to the Lord, approved of by him, being 
agreeable to his law ; and it would haye been well, 
if they had continued fo doing : i proclaiming li- 
berty every man to bis neighbour; for a man-fervant, 
or maid-fervant, was his neighbour, and ao -be 
treated as fuch, and loved as himfelf, efpecially an 
Hebrew one, of the fame nation and religions and 
not to be ufed as a flave, or retained for ever in 
bondage : and ye made a covenant before me, in the 
houfe which is called by my name, this circumftance 
is mentioned, as an aggravation of. the breach of 
the covenant they had made, to difmifs their fer- 
vants according to law ; it was made in a very fo- 
Jemn manner, in the prefence of God, appealing 
to him as a witnefs; it was done in the temple, 
a facred place, devoted to him and his worthip ; 
which was called by his name, the temple of the 
Lord, and where his name was called upon, and 
where were the fymbols of his prefence. 

¥. 16. But ye turned and polluted my name, 8cc.} 
Changed their minds, and turned from their re- 
folutions they had entered into, and the good ways 
they were walking in, and returned to their ‘for- 
mer evil practices ; and fo polluted the name of 
God by taking it in vain, and breaking the cove- 
nant they had agreed to: and caufed every man bis 
Servant, and every man his hand-maid, whom he had 
Jet at liberty at pleafure; or according to their foul*s 
according to their fouls defire, what was very 
agreeable and acceptable to them, and gave them 
a real pleafure; which did not laft long, fince 
they caufed them zo return to their former fervice 
and bondage under them: and brought them into 
Jubjection , forced them to come back to their 
houifes, and into their fervice, and be fubje& to 
them, and obey their commands as formerly: to 
be unto you for fervants, and for hand-maids; to 
do the bufinefs of fuch, as they had done be 
fore. 

y. 17. Therefore thus faith the Lord, &c.|. This 
being the cafe, and this their crime, which was 
provoking to the Lord: ye bave not hearkened unto 
me in proclaiming liberty, every one to his brother, 
and every one to his neighbour ; for tho’ they did 
proclaim liberty, they did not act according to its 
they did not give the liberty they proclaimed, at 
leaft they did not continue fo to do; as foon al- 
moft as they had granted the favour,, they t 
away again; and becaufe they did not 
in well doing, it is reckoned by the Lord as nor 
done at all: debold, I proclaim ‘erty Sonagaodaitt 
the Lord; or rather againft them; he difmiffed— 
,, them 
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them from his fervice, care and protection, and 
<onfigned them to other lords and mafters ; he 
gave them up to rhe fword, to the poftilence, and 
to the famme + to rule over them ; and gave them 
liberty to make’havock of them, and dettroy them, 
that what was left by the one, might be feized on 
by the other: and J will make you to be rémoved into 
all the kingdoms of the earth; or, for a commotion * ; 
to be moved, and wander from place to place in 
great fear and terror, not knowing where to ‘fetrle 
or live comfortably. This was a liberty to. go 
about in foreign countries where they could, tor 
relief and fhelter, being banifhed from their own 
land; but this was a liberty very miferable and un- 
comfortable ; and indeed, no other than captivity 
and bondage ; and fo it is threatened, that what 
remained of them, who were not deftroyed with 
the fword of the Chaldeans, or perifhed not by pe- 
ftilence and famine, fhould be carried captive, and 
be miferable vagabonds in feveral kingdoms and 
nations of the world. 

¥.18. dnd I will give the men that have tran/- 
greffed my covenant, &c.] The covenant, the king, 
princes, and ali the people made to let their fer- 
vants go free, is calied the Lord’s covenant,: be- 
caufe made in his name, in his prefence, and before 
him as a witnefs § and very probably the calf that 
was Cut in pieces on this occafion, after-mentioned, 
was facrificed to him, which made him a party 
concerned ; unlefs this is to be underftood or the 
covenant of God in general made with J/rae/ on 
mount Sizai; and {fo is diftinct from the other co- 
venant, which may be more efpecially defigned in 
the next claule: which have not performed the words 


what they promifed to do in the prefence of the 
Lord, as in ¥. 15: when they cut the calf in twain, 
and paffed between the parts thereof; which was a 
rite or cuftom ufed in making and confirming 
covenants; a calf, or fome other creature, -were 
cut in pieces, and the parts laid in order, and the 
covenantees paffed between thefe parts ; fignifying 
thereby, that if they did not fulfil the engagements 
they entered into, they imprecated to be cut to 
pieces as that creature was. Some footfteps of this 
practice are to be feen as early as the times of 
Abrabam, Gen. XV. 9, 10, 17. upon which place 
Farchi obierves, that it was the way of making a 
covenant to divide a beait, and pafs between the 
parts of it; and this cuftom obtained among the 
Chaldeans, Greeks and Romans; or what was very 
fimilar to it. Cyril" fays, this cuftom was ufed 
by the Coaldeans, who might take it from Abrabam. 
A people called Molotti, had fomething of this kind 
among them; for they confirmed the covenants 
they iwore to, by cutting oxen into little pieces ” ; 
and Homer feems to have refpect to fuch a prac- 
tice, when he fays, that the prieft, after he had 
prayed to Apollo, flew the facrifice, and flead it, 
and cut it in pieces, making duplicates *, alike to 
one another. Cicero ’ is thought to have the fame 
cuftom in view; and likewife Virgil*, when he 
fpeaks of the covenant made between Romulus and 
Tatius king of the Sadines, whom he reprefents as 


ftanding armed before the altar of Fupiter, holding 
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cups, and joining in covenant by killing a {wing 
and Cutting it in pieces; in like manner Livy * de- 
{cribes the covenant made between the Romans and 
Aibanians, when the herald at arms reciting the 
conditions, called aloud “* hear, -O Fupiter, &e- 
“* if the Roman people firft fail in obferving, thefe, 
ftrike them as I now firike this. hog, and fo 
“¢ much. the more, as thou att more able and 
mighty ;” which being faid, he ftruck it with 
a fiint-ftone; hence the phrafe, ferire, fedus, to 
| ftrike or make a covenant ; and in allufion to the 
above cuftom, making a covenant is commonly 
called in the Old Teftament, cutting @ covenant. 
Some verfions, as the Syriac interpreter, render it, 
I will muke the men—as the calf they cut in twain; 
&c. they fhall be cut in pieces as that is; fee 
Matt. xxiv. 51. 

v.19. The princes of Fudab, and the princes of 
jeruy lem, &c,| Here is a particular enumeration 
oi the perfons that had made the covenant, and 
tranigreifed it, and that fhould fuffer for fo doing; 
the princes of Fudah, diftinguithed from the princes 
or jerujelem, defign {uci princes as lived without 
Jerujalem, in the cities of Yudab, and prefided over 
them, tho’ now at Jerufalem, having fled thither 
upon the invafion of the king of Babylon for their 
fatety ; as the princes of ‘feru/alem, or the magi- 
{trates of that city, are diftinguifhed from the 
princes of the blood, and irom the courtiers, both 
in this and ¥. 21: the eunuchs, and the pritjis, and 
all the people of the land; that is, as many ¢@s had 
got into Yerujalem to fecure themfelves from the 
common, enemy: the prises alfo were concerned 


oe 


oe 


| herein, who had men-iervants, and maid-fervants, 
of the covenant made before me; did not perform 


as well as others; and befides, were perfons doubt- 
lefs concerhed in drawing up the covenant and the 
form of an oath, as well as in flaying the facrifice, 
and cltting it into pieces, and laying the parts 
in order! it is more furprizing that there fhould 
be eunuchs here; that fuch fhould be in the court 
of the king of 3/udab, and have offices in it, and 
prefide in them, as among the Gentiles. The Tar- 
gum renders the word, princes: which paffed between 
tbe parts of the calf, fignifying their affent to the 
covenant, and wifhing they might be fo ufed if 
they broke it. 

¥.20. I will even give them into the band of 
their enemies, &cc.] The Chaldeans, who were the 
enemies of the Yews, that were come from a far 
country to invade, difpoffefs, ravage and plunder 
them ; and what can be a greater punifhment than 
to be given up into an enemy’s hand, to be in his 
power, and at his mercy? and into the band of them 
that jcek their life, not their wealth and fubftance 
only, but their lives alfo; nothing lefs will con- 
tent them: and their dead bodies fhall be for meat 
unto the fowls of the heaven, and to the beajts of the 
earth ; not only fuch fhould be the cruelty of their 
enemies that fought their lives, that they fhould 
flay them with the fword, and give them no quar- 
ter; but fuch their inhumanity, that they fhould 
not fuffer their carcafes to be buried, but leave 
them expofed to birds and beafts of prey; of the 
princes of Fudab, fee ch. lii, 10. 


Yi 2%. 


commotioni, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcators 
w Zenobius apud ib. 


* Mupes 7 eEfcep.0»—— 


7 De inventione, 1.2. §. 20. 


* Hit, Lan, peng. 
Vor. I. N*. 38. 


Avmluya mornoctlic, sm atta 8 wpeobilnoar. Iliad. I. v..g61, 462. 
* Armati Jovis ante aram, paterafque tenentes 
Stabant, & cafa jungebant feedera porca. Bneid. 1. 8. 


oF 


566 


¥.21. And Zedekiah king of Fudah, and his prin- 
«ces, &c.] Thefe were cither the princes of the 
blood, the fons of Zedekiah, and his nobles and 
courtiers, as diftinét from the princes in ¥.19. 
‘thefe fhall not be fpared, neither the king, nor his 
fons, nor thofe of the privy-council: but thefe 
‘will I-give into the hands of their enemies, and into 
‘the hand of them that feek their life, as in,the pre- 
ceding verfe: and into the band of the king of Ba- 
bylon’s army or, even into the band», &c. and fo 
this is an explanation of the former, and fhews 
who their enemies were, and thofe that fought 
their life. The accomplifhment of this may be 
feen in ch. lit. 9,10, 11: which are gone up from 
you ; departed from Feru/alem, as the Chaldean army 
did upon hearing that Pharaoh king of Egypt was 
marching with his army to raife the fiege of Yeru- 
falem;, upon which.they left it, and went forth to 
meet him; and this encouraged the wicked Fews 
to break their covenant, and reduce their fervants 
to bondage again, they had let go free; fee ch. 
XXXVii. 5. 

y.22. Bebold, I will command, feith the Lord, 
“and caufe them to return to this city, &c.| ‘The 
Lord of hofts, or armies, was generaliffimo of Ne- 
buchadnezzar’s army’; had it at his command, and 
could direét it as he pleafed, and order it to march 
and counter-march as he thought fit: it was under 
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the direction of his providence’ that _ it departed” 
from Ferufalem, to try the inhabitants of it; and’ 
now, by a fecret inftin@, he would’ fo powerfully 
work upon it, and by the ordering of external 
caufes fo manage it, that it fhould return to fe- 
rufalem again, and carry on the fiege with’ re- 
doubled vigour : and they /Lall fight agajnft it, and 
take it, and burn it with fire; they fought againit 
it by fhooting arrows from their bows, .caft g 
ftones from their engines, and by beating down 
the walls with their battering rams; with which 
making breaches, they entered in and took the 
city; and burnt the temple, palaces; and other 
houfes with fire ; of all which fee the accomplith 
ment in ch, lii.4,7,13: oad I will make the cities 
of Fudab a defolation without an inhabitant; many 
of them were already; the king of Babylon having 
taken, ravaged and plundered them before he came 
to Ferufalem , and whither the inhabitants of them 
that efcaped the fword, fled for fecurity; and others 
of them that were not, now fhould be made deio- 
late upon the taking of Ferufalem, as Lachifo and 
Azekab, ¥. 7. which fhould fall into the hands “f 
the enemy, and the inhabitants thereof be forced 
to flee into other countries, or would be carried 
captive; fo that they would be without® any, or 
have but few to dwell in them, — 3 


GHA P. XXXV. 


N this chapter the difobedience of the people 

of the ¥ews unto God is aggravated by the obe- 
dience of the Rechadites to their father; and the 
one are threatened with the judgments of God 
upon them, and the other have a promife ,of the 
divine bleffing.. The time of this prophecy is ob- 
ferved, y. 1. an order to bring the Rechabites into 
one of the chambers of the temple, which was 
done accordingly, ¥. 2, 3, 4. wine is fet before 
them to drink, which they refufe ; alledging the 
command of their father to the contrary, y. 5, 
6,,7. which they had carefully and conftantly obey- 
ed in every part of it, excepting that which re- 
dpeéts their dwelling in tents; for which they give 
a reafon, ¥. 8,9, 10, 11. by this inftance of filial 
obedience to parents, the difobedience of the Fews 
towards their Father, which is in heaven, is ag- 
gravated; who, tho’ he gave them laws and com- 
mandments, and fent his prophets to put them in 
mind of them, and exhort them to obedience, yet 
hearkened not to them, ¥. 12, 13, 14, 15. where- 
fore the Lord threatens to bring all the evil on 
them he had pronounced, y. 16, 17. and promifes 
the fons of Rechab that there fhould be always 
fome of them that fhould minifter unto him, 
¥. 18, 19. 


¥.1. The word which came unto Feremiah from 
the Lord, &c.| Not as following the former pro- 
phecies ; for they mutt be delivered feventeen years 
after this. ‘The prophecies of Feremiab are not 
put together in their proper time in which they 
were delivered. The preceding prophecies were 
delivered in the tenth and eleventh years of Zede- 
kiah’s reign: but this in-thedays of Feboiakim the 
fon of Fofah king of Fudab, in what part of his 
reign is not certain; but it muft be after Nebu- 
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chadnezzar had invaded the land, ¥. 11. very pro- 
bably in the fourth year of Feboiakum, after he had 
been the king of Bady/on’s fervant three years, and 
rebelled againft him, 2 Kings xxiv. 1, 2: /aying, as 
follows, ' 
¥.2. Go unto the houfe of the Rechabites,, &c.] 
Or family‘, thefe are the fame with the Kenites, 
who. defcended from Hobab or Fethro, Ma/es's fa- 
ther-in-law, Fudg.i. 16. and iv. 11. 1 Chron. ii. 55. 
thefe, as their anceftors, became profelytes to Jrae/, 


and always continued with them, tho’ a diftinct — 


people from them; thefe here had their name from 
Rechab, a famous man in his time among thofe 
people: and fpeak unto them, and bring them into 
the boufe of the Lord; into the temple; for they 
were worfhippers of the true God, tho’ foreigners 
and uncircumcifed perfons ; and fo might be ad- 
mitted into places belonging to the temple: into 
one of the chambers; of the temple, where there 
were many; fome for the Sanbedrim to fit in; 
others for the priefts to lay up their garments, 
and the veffels of the fanétuary in ; and others for 
the prophets and their difciples to converfe in to- 
gether about religious matters : and give them wine 
to drink, fet it. before them, and invite them to 
drink of it, and thereby try their fteady obedi 

to their father’s commands. Now, this family 
was brought to the temple either in vifion, as it 


feemed to the prophet ; or really, which latter is 
moft probable; and that for this reafon, that this 
affair might be tranfacted publickly, and many 
might be witnefles of it, and take the rebuke ¢ iven 
by it; and, as fome think, to reproach the priefts. 


for their intemperance. , 


¥. 3. Then I took Faaxaniah the bi’ 
the fon of Habaziniab, 8c.) “Who yas 1 
the moft famous and leading man in this : : 
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and,bissbrethren, and all bis fons, and the whole 
houfe of tke, Rechabites ;. the. feveral brariches of the 
family,.,efpecially the males; the women perhaps 
only, excepted ; whom itymight not be fo decent to 
gather. together.on fuch an oecafion, to drink wine ; 
or at lealt offex it to them, 
cuN. 4, wud L brought, them into the boufe; of, the 
Lord, &¢.} Into.the temple, as he was ordered ; 
that,is, he invited. them thither, and they came 
along with, him, having no. doubt a refpect for 
him) as ayprophet; and, the rather, as it is highly 
probable, he came in the name of the Lord to 
them: inte the chamber of the fons of Hanan, the fon 
of Igdaliah, a man of God ;:a prophet, as the Tar- 
gum and Syriac verfions; and fo.Farchi and Kimchi 
interpret ite--Uhis muft be underftood of Hauan, 
and not /edaliah, as the accents fhew: he is thought 
by, fome to, be the fame with Hanani the feer, in 
the times of 4/a,, 2 Chron. xvi. 7: which was by the 
chamber of the. princes thefe were not the princes 
of the»blood, the fons of Feboiachim; their cham- 
bers or apartments were not in the temple, but. in 
the royal palace; but thefe were the princes or 
rulers of; the, people, as they-are. called, és iv. 8. 
the Sanhedrim, whote this chamber was, as Dr. Light- 
foot * has oblerved: which was above the chamber 
of Maafeiah the Jou of Shallum, the keeper of the 
door ; a porter, whofe chamber or lodge was un- 
der that in which the Sanhedrim fat. The Targum 
calls him, a treafurer; one of the feven. Amarca- 
lim, who had the keys of feveral chambers, where 
the vefiels of the fanctuary and other things were 
put; and Kimchi obferves, the word we render 
door, comprehends the veffels of the fanctuary, and 
the veflels of wine, and other things. 

¥.5. And I fet before the- fons of the houfe of 
the. Rechabites pots full of wine, and cups, &c.] 
Which the prophet might have out of the cham- 
bers where thefe veffels were, and particularly from 
Maafeiah, if he was.a keeper of them, as before 
obferved, The number of men gathered together 
was -probably very large; and therefore pots, or 
large vefiels of wine were prepared, and fet before 
them, and, cups, lefier veffels to drink out of: 
and I {aid unto them, drink ye. wine, he invited 
- them to it, and.bid them welcome ; nay more, he 
might not only encourage, but enjoin them to 
drink it; tho’ as Gataker obferves, he does not 
fay unto them, thus faith the Lord, drink wine; 
for then they muft have done it, and doubtlefs 
would; fince it is right to obey God rather than 
man, even parents. 

¥. 6. But they faid, we will drink no wine, &c.] 
Or, we do not drink wine °; we are not ufed to it; 
we never do drink any ; it is not lawful for us to 
do it; nor will we, let who will folicit us: for 
Yonadab the fon of Rechab our father; not their 
immediate father, but their progenitor ; perhaps 
the fame Fonadab is meant, who lived in the times 
of Febu, and rode with him in his chariot; by 
which it appears he was a man of note and figure, 
and who lived near three hundred years before this 
time, 2 Kings x. 15. which is more likely, than 
that he fhould be a defcendent of his, and the 
_proper father of the prefent Rechadites, which is 
the opinion, of Scaliger': commanded us, faying, ye 
foall drink no wine, neither ye, nor your fons for 
ever; as long as any of them were in the world. 
What was the reafon of this command, and of what 


follows, is not eafy to fay ; whether it was to pre- | vines, or field fown with corn, or any»feed 
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vent quarrels and contentions, luxury and fenfus 


ality or to'inure them ‘to hardfhips 5 sor’ to ‘put 


them in remembrance that they were but ftrangeérs 
in the land in-which they lived ; or/to retain: them 
in the original courfe of ‘life their! anteftors had 
lived. in, ‘feeding cattels be: it what" it will; thefé 
his fons thought themfelves under obligations to 
obférve it;.and perhaps finding, by’ experience; it 
was for their good fo to do. 

Mi 7. Neither fhall-ye build houfe, nor fow Seed; 
nor plant vineyard, nor have any, &c.} “That? is} 
they were not to build houfés, fow feed} or plant 
vineyards for themfelves,: for their'own profit vand 
advantage; nor poffefs either of thefe thro’ purt 
chafe or gift: all this was enjoined’) thems: partly 
becaufe: they were ftrangers in the land of U/rae/, 
as is fuggeited in the latter part of the'verfe, and 
fo were to have no inheritance in its and’ partly 
becaufe.the ‘paftoral life was what their anceftors 
had lived; and therefore Fonadab was, defirous it 
fhould be continued: in his pofterity ; as well as 
becaufe. by this means they would live unenvied by 
the J/raelites, among whom they were; fince they 
did not covet to get-any part of their poffeffions 
into their hands ; as alfo thefe being their cireum- 
ftances, upon any public calamity, as fword, fa- 
mine or peftilence, they could more eafily remove 
to other places ; and likewife, by obferving: thefe 
rules, would not be liable to fome fins, as drun+ 
kennefs, worldly-mindednefs, €c. which are‘often 
the caufe of .great calamities: The -Bffenes, arfect 
among the Fews afterwards, feem in fome things 
to have copied after thefle Rechabites : but all your 
days ye foall dwell in tents ; which they could move 
from place to place, for the convenience of pafture 
for the cattel, the bufinefs they were brought up 
in, and were always to exercife: that-ye may live 
many days in the land where ye be firangers for 
they were not J/raelites, as before obferved, but 
Kenites, the defcendents of Fethro; they were pro- 
felytes of the gate only ; and now, partly’on ac- 
count of their obedience to parents, which had an- 
nexed to it the promife of long life in thedand in 
which they lived ; and partly. becaufe they would, 
by fuch a courfe of life, give no umbrage to, nor 
raife any jealoufy in the minds of the inhabitants 
of it, they might expect a continuance ‘in it. 

¥. 8. Thus have we obeyed the voice of ‘Jonadab 
the fon of Rechab our father, &c.] The'above was 
the charge he gave them ; and this, in every article 
of it, they-had carefully and conftantly kept, ‘tho’ 
it had been for the fpace of three hundred years, 
or thereabout ; as follows: in all be bath charged 
us to drink no wine all our days, we, our wipes,’ our 
fons, nor our daughters ; which was the firft of the 
precepts he gave them ; and which they were'now 
témpted to difregard, but were refolved to obferve 
it, as they had hitherto done.. The reft of the 
articles follow. fot tate 

¥.9. Nor build houfes for us to dwell.in, &cc.} 
This explains that part of the charge more fully, 
which refpects building of houfes ;: which did ‘not 
reftrain them from building’ houfes: for others, if 
any of them were mafters of that art; which ‘is 
not very likely, fince they were wholly brotight up 
in the field as thepherds ; but it forbad them: build- 
ing any for themfelves, and making ufe: oft them 
by dwelling in them: neither have we vineyard; ror 
field, or feed; any piece of ground) planted with 
to fow 
with ; 
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prefcriptions of their anceftor. Diodorus Siculus * 
reports of the Nebatheans, a people of Arabia, de- 
f{cended from Nedaioth ; fee If. \x. 7. that they have 
feveral laws which are much the fame with thofe 
enjoined the Rechabites , for he fays, ‘* it is a law 
‘¢ with them not to fow corn, nor to plant any 
plant that bears fruit, nor to make ufe of wine,. 
nor to build houfes; and whofoever is found 
doing any of thefe things, is reckoned wor- 
thy of death; and the reafon of their hav- 
ing fuch a law is, becaufe they think that thofe 
who poffefs fuch things are eafily compelled by 
men in power to do whatever is commanded 
them, for the fake of the enjoyment of them.” 
y.10. But we bave dwelt in tents, &c.| Ever 
fince, until very lately, when they had taken up 
their dwelling in Ferufalem; the reafon of which is 
prefently given: and have obeyed, and done accord- 
ing to all Fonadab our father commanded us; and 
fhould it be objeéted, that in one point they had 
not obeyed, in that they had left their tents, and 
now dwelt in Ferufalem; they had this to fay in 
anfwer to it, and as the reafon of their fo doing, 
as follows, 

y. 11. But it came to pafs when Nebuchadrezzar 
king of Babylon came up into the land, &c.] Into 
the land of Fudea to invade it, which was in the 
reign of Febsiakim, in the fourth year of it, after 
he had ferved him three years, and rebelled againft 
him; fee the note on y.1: that we faid, come, 
and let us go to Ferufelem, they faid one to an- 
other, let us not ftay here to be deftroyed by a fo- 
reign enemy ; but let us go to Yeru/alem, a fortified 
city, where we may be fafe: for fear of the army 
of the Chaldeans, and for fear of the army of the 
Syrians, for Nebuchadnezzar’s army in this expe- 
dition confifted of Chaldeans and Syrians, and of 
other nations, 2 Kings xxiv. 2: fo we dwell at Fe- 
rufalem , for the prefent. 
was quickly after Nebuchadnezzar’s incurfion, and 
when he was but juft departed; fo that their fears 
had not wholly fubfided; and they, as yet, had 
not returned to their tents, and former manner of 
living : hence it appears that the Rechadites did not 
Jook upon this command of their father as equal 
to a divine precept, which muft be always obeyed ; 
but that in cafe of neceffity it might be difpenfed 
with, and efpecially when in danger of life, and 
when human prudence required it; and in which 
cafe the law-giver himself would have difpenfed 
with it, had he had been on the fpot. 

y¥. 12. Then. came the word of the Lord unto Fe- 
remiab, &c.} After the Rechabites had been tried 
whether they would break the command of their 
’ father, refpecting drinking of wine; and ftedfaftly 
perfifted in their refolution not to drink, urging 
the reafon of it, and vindicating their conduét in 
another refpect : /aying, as follows, 

¥.13. Thus faith the Lord of bofts, the God of 
Vrael, &c.| \ The Lord of armies in heaven and 
earth ; the creator of Jrae/; their benefactor, co- 
venant-God and Father, and whom they profefled 
to worfhip ; God and not man ; infinitely greater 
than Fonadab, whofe precepts had been obferved 
by his pofterity : go, and tell the men of Judah, and 
the inkabitants of Ferufalem, this is an order to 
the prophet to remove from the chamber where he 
was with the Rechabites, and go to the court of 
the people, where they were affembled for wor- 
fhip;; or into the city of Jerufalem, and gather the 
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with ; fo exactly conformable were they to the | 


heads of them together, and declare the following. 
things to them: will ye not receive inftrudlion, to 
hearken to my words, faith the Lord? from this in= 


ftance and cafe of the Rechabites, who had fo con- 


{tantly obeyed their father, and hearkened to his 
words, tho’ but 2 man; a father of their fiefh ; 
an earthly father; and who had been dead long 
ago ; and therefore much more ought they to 
hearken to the father of their {pirits; their father 
which is in heaven, and who lives for ever. ° 
¥.14. The words of Fonadab the fon of Rechab, 
that be commanded bis fons, not to drink swine, are 
performed, &c.] That.article particularly refpec- 
ting drinking wine has been carefully obferved ; 
which, tho’ fo agreeable to the nature of man, 
what chears the heart of God and man, and was 
not prohibited them by any law of God; yet being 
forbidden by their father, they abftained from it + 


for unto this day they drink none, but obey their fa- 


ther’s commandment, tho’ prefcribed them three 
hundred years ago; during all which time they 
had punctually obferved it, even to that very day ; 
which might with great truth and ftri€tnefs be faid ; 
fince they had that very day refufed to drink any : 
notwithfanding, I have fpoken unto you, rifing early, 


and {peaking ; who am the eternal God; the King 


of kings; the great law-giver, able to fave and 
to deftroy ; who had fpoken to them, and given 
them laws as foon as they were a people, very 
early, in the times of Mo/es, on mount Siaai and 
Horeb ; and of which they had been reminded time 
after time, and enforced by proper arguments and 


‘motives ; whereas the command of ‘fonadab was 


that of a mere man, not above three hundred years. 
ago, and of which his pofterity had never been put 
in mind, -but as it was handed down from father 
to fon; and this. they conftantly obferved: but ye 
hearkened not unto me; fo that their difobedience 
was greatly ageravated. 

¥. 15. Ihave fent alfo unto you all my fervants 
the prophets, 8&c.] One after another, ever fince 
the times of Mo/es, to explain and enforce the laws 
given; a circumftance not to be obferved in the 
cafe of the Rechabites; who yet, without fuch inti- 
mations, kept the charge their father gave them: 
rifing up early, and fending them; fee ch. vii. 13. 
and xi. 7: faying, return ye now every man from his 
evil way, and amend your doings, and go not after 
other gods to ferve them; all which were of a moral 
nature, and what were in themfelves juft and fit to 
be done; that they fhould repent of their fins, re- 
frain from them, and reform their lives, and ab- 
{tain from idolatry, and worfhip the one only living 
and true God, which was but their reafonable fer- 
vice; whereas abftinence from wine, enjoined the 
Rechadites, was an indifferent thing, neither morally 
good nor evil; and yet they obeyed their father in 
it, and when they had not that advantage by it, 
as is next promifed thefe people: and ye fall dwell 
in the land, which I have given to you, and to your 
fathers, a land flowing with milk and honey; and 
in which they might build houfes, plant > 
fow fields, and pofféfs them ; which the Rechabites 
might not do: dut ye have not inclined your ear, and 
hearkened unto me, they did not liften » his pre- 
cepts, nor obey them; they would not fo much 
as give them the hearing, and much lefs the do- 
ing. say P 

Fy. 16. Becaufe the fons of Fonadab, the fons of 
Rechab, &c.] Here we have the contraft between 
the Rechabites and the J/raelites ; the obedience a4 
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the one, and the difobedience of the other; the 
defign of which is to aggravate and expofe the fin 
of the’ ews, fince the former have feed the 
commandment of their father, which be’ conunanded 
them ; that particular commandment of not drink- 
ing wine, which they had never once-yviolated in 
fuch a courfe of time; nor could they now be pre- 
vailed upon, even by the prophet himfelf to do it: 
but this people hath not bearkened unto me; the Lord 
their God, their Father that bought them, made 
them, and eftablifhed them. Grtofs ingratitude! 
Deut. xxxii. 6. 

¥. 17. Therefore thus faith the Lord God of hofts, 
the God of Ifrael, &c.| Provoked by fuch ill-ufage: 
behold, I will bring upon Ffudah, and upon all the in- 
habitants of Ferufalem, all the evil that I have pro- 
nounced againfi them, which Abarbinel interprets of 
all the threatenings and curfes in the law and the 
prophets refpecting the ews, until the’ times of 
Feremiab , tho’ it may more efpecially intend the 
evil, God by him had pronounced upon them ; 
namely, that the Chaldean army fhould come into 
their land, befiege Feru/alem, and take it, and carry 
captive its inhabitants: decaufe I have fpoken unto 
them, but they have not heard, and I have called unto 
them, but they have not anfwered; he fpoke to them 
by his prophets, he called to them in his provi- 
dences, and took every method to warn them of 
their fin and danger, and bring them to repentance 
and reformation ; but all to no purpofe. The 
Targum is, ** becaufe I fent unto them all my fer- 
*« vants the prophets, but they obeyed not, and they 
“*“prophefied to them, but they returned not.” 

¥. 18. And Feremiah faid unto the houfe of the 
Rechabites, &c.| To the family of them, to thofe 
that were with him in the temple, and whilft they 
were there; and what he Said te them, which is 
as follows, was by the order and direction of the 
Lord : thus faith the Lord of hofts, the Ged of I/- 
rael; he ufes the fame titles, when fpeaking to 
them, as to the ews, expreffive of his fovereignty, 
power, and grace: becaufe ye have obeyed the com- 
mandment of Fonadab your father, that particular 
command concerning not drinking wine: and kept 
all his precepts, and done according to all that he 
hath commanded you; all the reft, as well as that; 
tho’ they were many, they took notice of them, 
and obferved them; they kept them in their minds 
and memory, and made them the rule of their 
actions, and conformed to them in all refpects. 

¥. 19. Therefore thus faith the Lord of bofts, the 
God of Ifrael, &c.] Who has enjoined children 
obedience to their parents, and has promifed to re- 


ward it, and does: Youadah the fon of Rechab fhall 


not want a man to ftand before me for ever; which 
may be underftood of a long time, of ages to 
come ; or as long as the people of the Yews were 
a people, or the world fhould ftand, the pofterity 
of this man fhould continue: or, @ man fhall not 
be cut off from Fonadab*, &c. his offspring fhall 
never fail. It is certains that fome of this family 
returned from the captivity, 1 Chron, ii. 55. and 
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according to Scaliger', the Hafideans {prung from 
them. And if any credit could be given to Benja- 
min Tudelenfis, there were Rechabites in the twelfth 
century,’ fince the times of Chrift; for he tells * 
us, that in his travels he found a place where Fews 
dwelt, who were called Rechedites. : The, phrafe, 
to fland before me, is by the Yangam paraphrafed, 
‘« miniftring before me;” ferving and: worfhipping 
God, for they were religious people; that is,.in 
their own families, carrying on religious _worthip 
among themfelves, and not in the temple, . where 
they had no Office, and did no fervice; tho’ fome 
think they had, becaufe called fcribes, .1 Chron. ii, 
55. Kimchi fays, that fome of their Raddins af- 
ferted, that the daughters of thefe people married 
priefts, and fo fome of their childrens children of- 
fered facrifice on the altar. And if what Eu/ebius 
reports from Hegefippus is true, there were priefts 
of this family after the times of Chrift; for hé 
fays ', that when the Fews were ftoning James the 
Jutt, a prieft of the fons of Rechab cried out, fay- 
ing, ftop, what are ye doing ? but thefe teftimo- 
nies are not to be depended on; however, we may 
be fure of this, that the promife of God fhall not 
fail, but be certainly accomplifhed. Very appofite 
are the words of the learned A/ting ™ upon this fub- 
ject: ** not only the Lord promifes length of life 
** to the obedient, which profelytes, equally with 
Tfrachtes, have the promife of ; but, particularly, 
that the pofterity of Fonadab fhould not perifh, 
‘* fhould have. a place, in the church of God, 
and an admiffion to the gracious enjoyment of 
God; not as priefts and Levites, but as other 
Jraelites and ftrangers, J/: lvi. 4, 7. fo that the 
potterity of Fonadab mutt ftill continue, and hope 
of reftoration of them with the J/raelites remains; 
as in Fer. xxxi. 36, 37. but in the fame way 
and manner ; fo that being equally fharers in 
exile, they are to be reftored after a long in- 
terruption. Indeed, the family is not at this 
day known; but from the ignorance of men, to 
the denial of a thing, there is no available ar- 
gument. Families cannot be confounded, fince 
they defcend by the fathers; mothers don’t be- 
long to them ; and as is the father as to tribe, 
fo alfo is the fon and grandfon, and foon. A 
genealogical feries may perifh from the know- 
ledge of men, but not from the nature of things, 
and the knowledge of God. Tho’ the feeds of 
wheat, barley, and other things, may be mixed 
together, that men cannot diftinguifh them, yet 
their diftinétion does not perifh; and God not 
only knows it, but alfo difcovers it, when he 
makes every feed to rife in its own body, 1 Cor. 
xv. 37, 38. fo muft we judge concerning fami- 
lies,” Perhaps, fince thefe Rechadites were pro- 
felytes, and not J/raelites, the converfion of the 
Gentiles may be refpected ; who are priefts in a {pi- 
ritual fenfe, and minifter before the Lord, offering 
up, thro’ Chrift, the fpiritual facrifices of prayer 
and praife; and fuch a generation to ferve the Lord 
will never be wanting. 
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HIS chapter gives an account of an impious 
A bt action of king Feboiakim’s burning the roll 
of Feremiah’s prophecies read unto him, and the 
confequence of it. The order to write this roll, 
the time when, the contents and ufe of it, are in 
y. 1, 2, 3. the writing of it by Baruch, the order 
of the prophet to read it to the people on fuch a 
day, with the view he had in fo doing, ¥. 4, 5, 
6, 7. the reading of it by Baruch to the people 
firft. ¥. 8, 9, 10. then to the princes, being fent 
for by them, upon a report made to them, y. 11, 
12, 13,14, 15. the king being acquainted with it, 
FJebudi was fent to fetch the roll, who read it to 
the king, ¥. 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21. who having 
heard part of it, burnt it, notwithftanding the in- 
terceffion of fome of his princes to the contrary, 
¥. 22, 23, 24, 25. and who alfo ordered the ap- 
prehenfion of Feremiab and Baruch, who could not 
be found, ¥. 26. upon this a new roll is ordered 
to be written, ¥. 27, 28. which was done with 
fome additions to it, refpeéting the deftruétion of 
the land, and the people in it, by the Chaldeans , 
and particularly the death of the king, and his 
want of burial, ¥. 29—32. 


y. 1. And it came to pafs in the fourth year of 
*Feboiakim the fon of Fofiah king of Fudab, &c.| 
Eighteen years before the deftruction of Feru/alem: 
that this word came unto Feremiah from the Lord ; 
the following order to write in a roll all his pro- 
phecies he had hitherto delivered ; /aping, as fol- 
lows : 

y. 2. Take thee a roll of a book, &c.} A roll of 
parchment, which being wrote on, and rolled up, 
was called a book; but books in thofe times did 
not confift of leaves cut and ftitched together, and 
bound up, as our books are, but fheets of parch- 
ments being wrote upon, were glewed together, 
and then rolled up; hence fuch writings were 
called volumes; which name we ftill retain, and 
give to books, tho’ the fame pra¢tice is not ufed: 
and write therein all the words that I have fpoken 
unto thee againft Ifrael, and againft Fudah, for 
tho’ J/rael was carried captive before the times of 
Feremiah, and his prophecies were chiefly directed 
againft Fudabh , yet as there were fome of the ten 
tribes mixed with them, they were included in thefe 
prophecies, and'therefore mentioned: and againft 
all the nations ; fuch as Egypt, Edom, Ammon, and 
Moab, ch. 1x. 26: from the day that I fpake unto 
thee, from the days of Fofiab, even unto this day; 
that is, from the time the Lord called him to 
prophefy in his name, which was in the thirteenth 
year of ofab, who reigned one and thirty years ; 
and this being the fourth year of Fehotakim, it 
muft be the three and twentieth year of his pro- 
phefying, and be a courfe of full two and twenty 
years ; fee ch.i. 2. and xxv. 3. now all the fer- 
mons, difcourfes, and prophecies, he had delivered 
out again{ft one and another, during this time, 
muft all be written in one rol] or book, that they 
might be read. Kimchi fays, their Rabbins » would 
have it, that this roll was the book of the La- 
mentations, called by them Megillab or roll. 

¥. 3, Jt may be that the houfe of Fudah will hear 
all the ‘evik which I purpofe to do unto them, &c.] 
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Not that there was any uncertainty in God as to 
the knowledge of future events, any more than a 
change in his purpofes: he had purpofed to bring evil 
upon them,which purpofe would not be difannulled; 
and he knew that the ews would not hearken to 
the prediction of it, or be concerned about it, and 
repent of their fins, and reform ; but this method 
he was pleafed to take, as being, humanly fpeak- 
ing, a probable one to awaken their attention, and 
which would leave them inexcufable: shat they may 
return every man from bis evil way; repent of it, 
and reform: that I may forgive their imiquity and 
their fin, by not inflicting on them the punifh- 
ment and ruin threatened: where repentance is, 
remiflion of fin is likewife, and both are the gifts 
of divine grace, when fpiritual and evangelical. 

x. 4. Then Feremiab called Baruch the fon of Ne- 
riab, &c.} One of his difciples, and whom he 
had before made ufe of in the purchafe of a field 
of his uncle’s fon, and to whom he gave the evi- 
dence of the purchafe, ch. xxxii. 12. he was pro- 
bably a better penman than the prophet, or a 
quicker writer ; however, he thought. proper, for 
quicker difpatch, to make ufe of him as his ama- 
nuenfis: and Baruch wrote from the mouth of Fere- 
mich all the word of the Lord, which he had /poken 
unto bim, upon a roll of a book, it feems that Fe- 
remiah had not commiitted any of his prophecies 
to writing ; and yet it cannot be thought, that by 
the mere ftrength of memory he could repeat every 
difcourfe and prophecy he had delivered in the 
fpace of two and twenty years; wherefore it muft 
be concluded, that that fame fpirit, which firft 
diétated the prophecies to him, brought them frefh 
to his memory; fo that he could readily repeat 
them to Baruch, who took them down in writing 
on a roll of parchment. 

y. 5. And ‘feremiah commanded Baruch, faying, 
Iam but up, &c.] In prifon, according to Farchi; 
but this is not likely, for then there would have 
been no occafion for an order to take him, y. 26. 
Grotius thinks he was obliged by the king’s order 
to ftay at home; poffibly he might be reftrained 
by the Spirit of God,,or had not freedom in his 
own mind to go abroad; there might be a re- 
ftraint, an impulfe upon his fpirit by the Spirit of 
God. Some think he was under fome legal pol- 
lution, which made him unfit to go into the tem- 
ple ; for it follows: I cannot go into the boufe of the 
Lord; labouring either under fome bodily infir- 
mity, or ceremonial defilement, or was forbidden by 
the king. What was the true caufe, is not cer- 
tain; but fo it was, that either he was difcharged, 
or difabled, or difqualified, from going into the 
houfe of God. ow. 

¥. 6. Therefore go thou and read in the roll which 
thou baft written from my mouth, &c.] The roll 
being finifhed, Baruch is ordered to read it, which 
was the end of writing it: and fince the prophet 
could not go himfelf, he fends another in his room, 
to read the words of the Lord in the ears of the 


| people, in the Lord’s houfe, upon the fafing day; — 


the day of atonement; the great faft, which was 
on the tenth day of the feventh month, in the 
fourth year of Yeboiakim, and fo a different time 
of reading from that iny¥,g. This was a yery 
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proper time to read it in, when the people were 
fafting and humbling themfelves before the Lord ; 
tho’ jome think this was a faft proclaimed by Fe- 
boiakim, to avert the vengeance threatened by the 
Chaldean army: and alfo thou fhalt read them in the 
ears of all Fudah, that come out of their cities; to 
keep the feaft of tabernacles ; as they did five days 
after the faft, or day of atonement ; and this feems 
to be the fecond reading of the roll enjoined. 

¥. 7. It may be they will prefent their fupplication 
before the Lord, &c.] Or, perhaps their fupplication 
will falle; they will prefent it in an humble man- 
ner before him; alluding to the proftration of their 
bodies, and dejection of their countenances, in 
prayer: and will return every man from bis evil way; 
not only pray for mercy, but repent of fin, and 
reform; without which mercy is not to be ex- 
pected: for great is the anger and fury that the Lord 
bath pronounced againft this people, a very fore judg- 
ment, no lefs than the utter deftruction of their 
city, temple, and nation. 

¥. 8. And Baruch the fon of Neriah did according 
to all that feremiah the prophet commanded him, &c.} 
Here follows Baruch’s obedience to the prophet’s 
commands; which he confidered no doubt as the 
will of the Lord, who directed the prophet to give 
the orders he did; and which he punctually ob- 
ferved, in all refpects, as to things, time, and 
place : reading in the book the words of the Lord in 
the Lord’s houfe, the prophecies of ‘feremiab, which 
came from the Lord, and which he had tranfcribed 
into a book from the mouth of the prophet; thefe 
he read before the people in the temple, a firft, if 
not a fecond time, before the reading of it recorded 
in the following verfes. 

¥. 9. And it came to pafs in the fifth year of Fe- 
hoiakim the fon of Fofiab king of Fudabh, in the ninth 
month, &c.| This was a different time of reading 
the book from the former, enjoined by the pro- 
phet, and performed by Baruch, y. 6, 8. that was 
on the tenth day of the feventh month, in the fourth 
year of Fehoiakim; this was in the fifth year of his 
reign, and in the ninth month of the year, a year 
and two months after the former, as it fhould feem; 
but Fehoiakim’s fifth year beginning in the feventh 
month after the day of atonement, this ninth month 
is to be reckoned not from the beginning of his 
fifth year, but from the beginning of the eccle- 
fiaftical year in the fpring ; fo that this was but two 
months after the former reading: that they pro- 
claimed a faft before the Lord; this was not an or- 
dinary faft, or a common annual one of divine ap- 
pointment, which came in courfe, but an extraor- 
dinary one, upon fome particular occafion. Some 
think it was on account of the dearth, drought, 
and famine in the land, ch. xiv. 1.° and others, 
which feems moft likely, take it to be on account 
of the calamity threatened the nation by the Céa/- 
dean army. ‘This faft was not in courfe, but was 
proclaimed by the order of the king and his coun- 
cil; and it may be at the requeft of the people, 
at leaft they agreed and confented to it, and in- 
deed are reprefented in the text as the proclaimers,; 
for fo the word sey is explained in the following 
claufe, which fhould be rendered, not to all the 
people, but even all the people in Ferufalem *, and 
all the people that came from the cities of Fudah unto 

erufalem ,; thefe proclaimed the faft ; they applied 
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a faft; not only the inhabitants of ¥eru/alem, but 
thofe who came from other cities on bufinefs, or 
for fafety, or for worthip. 

¥. 10. Then read Baruch in the book the words 


of Feremiah in the bouje of the Lord, &c.| The pro- 
phecies of Feremiab he had. taken from him in 
writing on a roll of parchment; thefe he read in 
the temple, in a part of it, after defcribed : in the 
chamber of Gemariah the fon of Shaphan the feribe; 


not a fcribe of the law, or an officer of the tem- 


ple, but the king’s chancellor or fecretary of {tate ; 
tor this is the title, not of Gemariah, who had a 
chamber in the temple here mentioned, in which 
_| Baruch read his roll, and was an officer there, but 


of Shaphan, as the accents fhew, and as his title runs 


elfewhere, 2 Kings xxii. g, 10. which chamber was 
in the higher court , it looked into it, which fome 
fay was the court of the priefts,; but into that, 


Baruch not being a prieft, could not enter: rather, 


according to Dr. Lightfoot, it was the court of J 
rael, on the fame ground with it, tho’ parted from 


it, and. divided from the court of the women by 


a wall, to which they went by an afcent of fifteen 
fteps ; fo that it might with great propriety be 
called the higher court: at the entry of the new 
Sate of the Lord’s boufe; the eaftern gate, as the 
Targum, Farchi, and Kimchi interpret it: here Ba- 
ruch read his roll, in the ears-of all the people; that 
were in the court; fo that being in a chamber, he 


muft read out of the chamber-window, or in a 
balcony before it. 


¥. 11. When Micaiah the fon of Gemariab the 


Jon of Shaphan, &c.| Who was prefent, when Ba- 
ruch read in the roll to the people in his father’s 
chamber ; but his father was abfent, and was with 


the princes in the fecretary’s office at the fame 
time, as the following verfe fhows: the fon feems 
to be a more religious man than the father, unlefs 
he was placed as a f{py, to hear and fee what he 
could: however, when he had heard out of the book 


all the words of the Lord; which were fpoken by 


the Lord to Yeremiah, and which Baruch read out 
of the book he had written in his hearing ; for it 
is a vain conceit of Abarbinel, that Micaiah did not 
hear thefe words from the mouth of Baruch read- 
ing, but out of the book which he looked into; 
for then it would have been faid, which he had 


Jeen or read out of the book, and not beard, 


¥. 12. Then be went down into the king’s boufe, 
&c.] The royal palace, which was not upon the 
mountain on which the temple ftood, but lay lower, 
and therefore Micaiab is faid to go down to it; 
with what defign he went thither is not certain, 
whether out of ill-will to feremiah and Baruch, or 
out of good-will, being affected with what he had 
heard, and defirous that fome fteps might be taken 
by the government, to prevent the calamities com- 
ing upon them, according to thefe prophecies ; 
which latter feems moft probable, fince no charge 
or accufation is brought by him; and fince his 
father, with others, to whom he gave the account 
afterwards, interceded with the king that the roll 
might not be burnt, ¥. 25. however, immediately 
after he had heard the roll read, he went to the 
king’s houfe : into the fcribe’s chamber, the fecre- 
tary’s office; formerly his grandfather Shaphan’s, 
now Elifhama’s: and lo all the princes fat there, 


_fome of them are mentioned by name: Eli/bama 


to the government for one, or however obeyed | the feribe; or {ecretary ; the prime-minifter, the 


the king’s orders, and publifhed and proclaimed | 


principal fecretary of ftate, and therefore named 
firft, 


- monn bon s*yns forte wel fortafle cadet deprecatio eorum, Pifcator, Schmidt. So Pagninus, Montanus, &c. 
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firtt, in whofe chamber or office they were : and 
Delaiah the fon of Shemaiah,, who this perfon was, 
or his office, is not known; he is no where elfe 
made mention of ; and who his father was, is not 
certain: and Elnathan the fon of Achbar , the fame 
that Feboiakim fent to Egypt to fetch Uriah from 
thence, ch. xxvi. 22: and Gemariah the fon of Sha- 
phan; who was Micaiah’s father, and in whofe 
chamber Baruch read the roll: and Zedekiah the 
fon of Hananiab , of this prince alfo no account is 
given elfewhere: and all the princes, the reft of 
them, who were either members of the great San- 
hedrim, or courtiers ; it appears from hence, that 
this court was very prophane and irreligious ; for 
tho’ they had proclaimed a faft, to make a fhew 
of religion, or at the importunity of the people, 
yet they did not attend temple-worfhip and fervice 
themfelves, but were all together in the fecretary’s 
office, very probably about political affairs. 

y¥. 13. Then Micaiah declared all the words that 
he bad heard, &c.] The fum and fubftance of 
them ; for it can’t be thought, that he fhould re- 
tain in his memory every word that he had heard, 
though, as it is very probable, he was much ftruck 
and afteéted with what he had heard, he might 
remember and declare a great deal of it: when 
Baruch read the book in the ears of the people, and 
this he alfo declared, no doubt, that what he had 
heard, and then related, were read by Baruch out 
of a book; as is clear from the princes fending 
for Baruch, and ordering him to bring the roll 
along with him, as in the following verfe. 

y. 14. Therefore all the princes fent Febudi, &c.] 
Who, according to Fumius, was the king’s appa- 
ritor: he is defcribed by his defcent, the fon of Ne- 
thaniah, the fon of Shelemiah, the fon of Cufhi; him 
the princes.fent, being not one of their body, but 
a fervant at court: #o Baruch ; who was very pro- 
bably ftill in the temple, where Micaiah left him : 
faying, take in thine hand the roll wherein thou haft 
vead in the ears of the people, and come that is, to 
the king’s palace, to the fecretary’s office, where 
they were, and bring the roll along with him he 
had been reading to the people, and of which A@- 
caiab had given them fome account; and which 
had fuch an effe€&t upon them, as to make them 
defirous of hearing it themfelves. So Baruch the 
fon of Neriah took the rell in his hand, and came 
unto them, which fhowed great boldnefs and in- 
trepidity in him, to go at once, without any hefi- 
tation, to court, and appear before the princes 
with his roll, which contained things fo very dif- 
agreeable to the king and his miniftry; but as he 
had not been afraid to read it publickly before 
the people in the temple, fo neither was he afraid 
to read it before the princes at court. 

¥. 15. And they faid unto him, fit down now, 
&ec.} Or, pray fit down’; they received him very 
courteoufly, and treated him with great humanity, 
and fhowed much refpeé& to him, in befeeching 
him to fit down by them: and read it in our ears ; 
as he had done: in the ears of the people, with an 
audible voice, clearly and diftinétly, that they 
might be able to hear it, fo as to underftand it: 
fo Baruch read it in their ears, without any fear 
or dread, tho’ in the king’s palace, and before an 
affembly of princes; nor did he excufe himflf on 
account of wearinefs, having juft read it to the 
people ; or upbraid the princes with not being in 
the temple, where they might have heard it. 


4 pet} oy! fede quefo, Vatablus, Schmidt. 


fuum, Vatablus; ad amicum, fuum, Pagninus ; erga focium fuum, Schmidt. ~ : 
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y¥. 16. Now it came to pafs, when they bad beard 
all the words, 8&c.] In the roll or book read by 
Baruch; they heard them read’ patiently, whic 
was what the king afterwards would not do: 7%, 
were afraid both one and another ,' both good and 
bad; for there were fome of both. forts among, 
them: .or, a man to his friend" ; they looked at 
one another, and knew not what to fay to each 
other, as men amazed and aftonifhed; they trem- 
bled .at what they heard, the threatnings were fo 
terrible, and the calamity threatened fo great ; and 
they confulted together what they fhould do with 
this roll, or what courfe they fhould take to avert 
the threatened vengeance, and particularly whether 
they fhould acquaint the king with it or no; and 
which they thought the fafeft and moft prudent 
part to:do: and faid unto Baruch, we will Surely 
tell the king of all thefe words, this they faid, not 
to terrify Baruch, or out of any ill-will to him ; 
but partly for their own fecurity, ‘left they thould 
incur the king’s difpleafure, fhould he’come to the 
knowledge of it any other way; and chiefly hoping 
it might have fome effeét upon him, to caufe a 
reformation; tho’ of this they were dubious, and 
rather feared it would-exafperate him ; and there- 
fore defired that Baruch and Feremiah would hide 
themfelves, ¥. 19. this'was the fenfé of fome of 
them, of thofe that were good men among them, 
and wifhed things were otherwife than they were, 

y. 17. And they afked Baruch, &c.] The follow- 
ing queftion, which may feem)at firft fight ah 


| odd, needlefs, and trifling one, as fome have called it: 


faying, how didft thou write all thefe words at bis 
mouth ? this queftion does not regard the mannér 
of writing them, whether with ink or not, for that 
they could fee with their eyes, and yet Baruch’s an- 
fwer feems to have refpeG to this, as if he fo un- 
derftood them ; nor barely the matter of them, as 
whether it was the fubflance of what was contained 
in the roll that Feremiah dictated, and that only, 
leaving it to Baruch to ufe what words he would, 
or whether the exprefs words were dictated by him ; 
but rather it feems to have regard to the poffibility 
of doing it: by the queftion it appears, that Ba- 
ruch had told the princes that the prophet had 
dictated all thefe things to him, and he had taken 
them down in writing from his mouth; now they 
wanted more fatisfaétion about the truth of this 
matter. It was a difficulty with them, how it was 
poffible for Yeremiah to recollect fo many different 
difcourfes and prophecies, delivered at different 
times, and fome many years ago, and fo readily 
dictate them to Baruch, as faft as he could write 
them ; wherefore they defire he would tell thenr 
plainly and faithfully the truth of the matter, how 
it was, that fo they might, if they could, affirm 
it with certainty to the king; fince, if this was re- 
ally faét which he had related, thefe prophecies 
originally, and the freth dictating of them, muft be 
from the Spirit of God, and would certainly have 
their accomplifhment. 

y. 18. Then Baruch anfwered them, a ag 
once, without any hefitation, plainly and fully : 
he pronounced all thefe words unto me with bis mouth, 
that is, the prophet Yeremiab prey of 
mouth, not the fubftance only of this roll, but the 
exprefs words of it, and every one of them,-and 


that clearly and diftin@tly, without any hefitation, 

or pre-meditation ; by which it is plain, it was by 

the Spirit of the Lord he did it; neither matter 

nor 
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nor words were Baruch’s, but were exactly as they 
were delivered : and I wrote them with ink in the 
book; as they faw with their eyes, and which was 
the manner of writing with the Yews fo early ; 
Baruch had no further concern in this matter than 
to provide pen, ink and parchment, and to make 
ufe of them as he did, juft as the prophet dictate 
and directed him. 
¥.19. Then faid the princes unto Baruch, &c.]) 
Being {fatisfied with his anfwer: go hide thee, thou 
and ‘feremiah, and let no man: know where ye be. 
Some of thefe princes at leaft feem to be good 
men, and believed what was read to them, and 
had a value for the prophet and his fcribe, and 
were concerned for their welfare; and knowing 
the furious temper of the king, and his little re- 
gard to the prophets; and fearing he would re- 
fent what had been fo publickly read to the people, 
provided againft the worft; and in point of pru- 
dence advifed Baruch and his mafter to abfcond, 
and not let any one know, no not their neareft 
friends, where they were, left they fhould be be- 
trayed ; nor did they, the princes, defire to know 
themfelves. ‘feremiab might be in prifon, as fome 
have thought, at the firft reading of the roll, 
which was in the fourth of Yehoiakim, and be at 
liberty now, which was in the fifth ; fee ¥.1, 9. 
y¥. 20. And they went in to the king into the court, 
&c.] The inner court, the king’s court, where 
he ufually refided ; tho’ very probably, they did 
not ruth in at once ; but firft fent to know whether 
the king could be fpoke with, or would admit 
them, they having fomething to communicate to 
him; which they might do by the perfon in wait- 
ing, by whom they were introduced: but they laid 
up the roll in the chamber of Elifhama the fcribe ; 
they did not take it with them, but left it in the 
fecretary’s office ; and, no doubt, put it up fafe in 


fome cheft or fcrutore, as fomething valuable, and: 


not to be expofed to every one; or to be thrown 
about, torn or trampled on, as a book of no ufe 
and value: very probably it was with the confent 
of Baruch that it was left with them ; and this was 
a point of prudence in them not to take it with 
them when they went to the king: and told all the 
words in the ears of the king , that is, the fum and 
fubftance of them ; for it can’t be thought they 
fhould remember every word in the roll; but the 
main of it they did, and rehearfed it in a very 
audible manner. 

v.21. So the king fent Febudi to fetch the roll, 
&c.] The fame perfon the princes fent to Baruch 
to come to them, and bring the roll with him, 
y.14. This the king did, out of curiofity, and 
to fatisfy himfelf of the truth of what the princes 
faid; and by this it appears they had told him of 
the roll, which contained what they had given him 
a fummary of, and where it was: and he took it 
out of Elifhama the feribe’s chamber , or, out of the 
chamber of Elifoama the fcribe; who knew where 
it was, being prefent at the reading of it in the 
fecretary’s office, and faw where it was laid; or 
however, was directed by the fecretary where it 
was, and might have the key of the cheft or fcru- 
tore given him, in which it was laid: and Febudi 
read it in the ears of the king, and in the ears of 
ail the princes that ftood by the king , as he doubt- 
lefs was ordered; and which he did fo loudly, 
clearly and diftinétly, that the king and all the 
princes could hear ; which princes were thofe who 
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had heard it before, and were come to the king to 
acquaint him with the fubftance of it; and who 
{tood by the fide of the king, or about him, in 
honour to him; tho’ there might be alfo others 
befides them, who were before with the king, and 
waiting on him; and Abarbinel thinks, that other 
princes diftinét from thofe that went to the king 
are meant. When it is faid that Fehudi read the 
roll in the hearing of the king and princes, it muit 
be underftood of a part of it only, and not the 
whole; as a following verfe fhews. 

¥. 22. Now the king fat in the winter-houfe, in 
the ninth month, &c.] The month Ciflew, which 
anfwers to part of November, and part of Decei- 
ber; and fo was the midft of winter, and a proper 
time for the king to be in his winter-houfe; tho’, 
as this was a faft-day, it would have been more 
proper for him to have been at the worfhip of God 
in the temple, ¥.9. This winter-houfe provably 
was a winter-parlour, as diftinguifhed from a fum- 
mer-parlour, Fudg. iii. 20. and both might be un- 
der the fame roof, or parts of the fame houte ; 
only the one might be more airy and cool, and 
the other more clofe and warm. Kings had their 
fummer and winter-houfes; fee Amos iii. 15. this 
circumftance is mentioned for the fake of what 
follows, the burning of the roll ; and accounts for 
there being a fire at hand to do it: aid there was 
a fire on the hearth burning before him; there was a 
ftove, or fome’ fuch vefiel or inftrument in which 
a large fire of wood was made, at which the king 
fat to keep himfelf warm, while the roll was read- 
ing, and about which the princes ftood. 

¥.23. And it came to pafs, that when Febudi 
had read three or four leaves, &c.| Either three 
or four of the breadths of parchment, which were 
glued together, and rolled up; or three or four 
of the columns in thofe breadths. The meaning 
is, he had read a few of them. The Raddins + 
would have it, that three or four verfes in the book 
of the Lamentations are meant: he cut it with the 
penknife ; that is, he cut the roll to pieces with a 
penknife he had in his hand, or lay near him. It 
is difficult to fay who it was that did this; whe- 
ther Febudi that read the roll, or Fehoiakim the 
king that heard it; moft interpreters underftand it 
of the latter; but the connexion of the words 
carries it to the former ; for the neareft antecedent 
to the relative he is Febudi; tho’ it is highly pro- 
bable he did it at the king’s command; or how- 
ever, faw by his countenance and behaviour, that. 
fuch an action would be grateful to him ; and that 
he was highly difpleafed with what had been read, 
and could not hear any longer with patience: and 
caft it into the fire that was on the hearth, until all 
the roll was confumed in the fire that was on the 
hearth ; that is, he caft it into the fire, and there 
let it lie, until it was wholly confumed ; a very 
impious action to burn the word of God; a full 
evidence of an ungodly mind; a clear proof of 
the enmity of the heart againft God, and of its in- 
dignation againft his word and fervants ; and yet 
a vain attempt to fruftrate the divine predictions in 
it, or avert the judgments threatened ; but the ready 
way to bring them on. 

¥.24. Yet they were not afraid, nor rent their 
garments, &c.] They were not {truck with horror 
at fuch an impious action, as the burning of the 
roll; nor afraid of the judgments and wrath of 
God threatened in it; nor did they rend their gar- 

ments 
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ments in token of forrow and mourning on ac- 
count of either, as ufed to be when any thing 
blafphemous was faid or done, or any bad news 
were brought. The Yews from hence conclude, 
that whenever a man fees the book ef the law 
torn or cut to pieces, he fhould rend his gar- 
ments '. The perfons here meant are not the prin- 
ces that firft heard the roll read in the fecretary’s 
office, for they were afraid, y. 16. unlefs they now 
diffembled in the king’s prefence, or had fhook 
off their fears; however, if they are included, three 
mutt be excepted, whofe names are mentioned. in 
the following verfe ; and thofe who are more elpe- 
cially defigned, are expreffed in the next claufe: 
neither he king, nor any of bis fervants that heard 
all thefe words ; not all that were in the roll, for 
they only heard a part; but all that were in that 
part, which was enough to make them fear and 
tremble ; but they were hardened in their fins ; 
and by the hardnefs and impenitence of their hearts, 
treafured up wrath againft the day of wrath. Thefe 
fervants of the king feem to be thofe in waiting, 
and not the princes that came to him; however, 
they were not all of this complexion and cha- 
racter, fince it follows, 

¥.25. Neverthelefs, Elnathan, and Delaiah, and 
Gemariab, &¢c.] Three of the five princes men- 
tioned in ¥. 12: had made interceffion to the king, 
that he would not burn the roll, or fuffer it to be 
burnt; this they did either at firft, as foon as the 
roll was brought, that if the king fhould not like 
it, yet they befought him that he would not de- 
{troy it; or rather when they faw what Febudi was 
going to do with it, either by the exprefs order, 
or at the connivance of the king; then they humbly 
intreated that fuch an action might not be done, 
which gave them a fecret horror, tho’ they might 
endeavour to hide it as much as poflible: but he 
would not hear them; or he would not receive it 
of them, as the Targum; that is, their fupplication 
and interceffion ; but either caft the roll into the fire 
himfelf, or permitted Fehudi to do it; nor would 
he fuffer it to be taken out till it was all con- 
fumed. 

¥.26. But the king commanded Ferabmeel the fon 
of Hammelech, &c.| Or, the. king’s fon, as the 
Targum; tho’ it rather feems to be the proper 
name of a perfon, one of the king’s fervants ; fince 
it is not probable ‘he would fend his own fon on 
fuch an errand; and had he, he would rather have 
been called his own fon, than the king’s fon; be- 
fides, Feconiab who fucceeded him, feems to be his 
eldeft fon, and yet he now could not be more than 
twelve years of age; whereas this Ferahmeel mutt 
be a man grown; and had he been an elder fon, 
as he mutt, he would. have fucceeded him,. unlefs 
it ean be thought that he died before his father : 
and Seraiah the fon of Azriel, and Shelemiah the fon 
of Abdiel, to take Baruch the. {cribe, and Feremiah 
the propbet; in order to bring them before the 
king, or to imprifon them, or put them to death, 
for which they might have the king’s warrant ; 
the one for prophefying, and the other for writing 
out and reading his prophecies; tho’ Baruch may 
be called a fcribe, not for being the amanuenfis of 
Jeremiah, but becaufe he was one of the fcribes 
of the law, or doctors of the people: dat she Lord 
hid them; the princes advifed them to hide them- 
felves, and they did, very probably in a houfe of 
fome of their friends; but this would not have 
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been fufficient, had not the Lord took them under ‘ 
his protection; there was no doubt a fpecial pro- 
vidence concerned for them; but by what means 
this prefervation was, is not known. Kimchi fug- 
gefts, that thefe meffengers fought fer them in 
the very place where they were, and could not find 
them; and conjectures, that the Lord fet darkneis 
about them, or weakened the vifive faculty of thoie 
that. fearched for them, that they could not fee 
them. 
¥.27. Then the word of the Lord came to Fe- 
remiah, 8cc.| In the place where he was hid; the 
Lord knew where he was, for he hid him, and 
therefore could fend his word to him: after ihe 
king bad burnt the roll; either with his own hands, 
or had ordered it to be burnt, or connived at the 
burning of it: and the words which Baruch wrote 
at the mouth of Feremiah , hence the Fews * gather, 
that when a man fees the book of the law burnt, 
that he is bound to rend his garments twice; once 
for the burning of the paper or parchment, and 
again for the burning of the writing; but no other 
is meant than the roll in which the prophecies were 
written, Baruch took from the mouth of Feremiab : 
faying, as follows: 
v.28. Take thee again another roll, &c.| Or 
a piece of parchment; or rather feveral pieces. of 
parchment glued or rolled up together: and write 
in it all the former words that were in the firft roll, 
which Fehoiakim the king of Judab hath burnt, 
juit as when the two tables of the law were broken, 
two others were made, and the fame laws written 
on them; and fo here the fame Spirit of God, 
which brought to the mind of the prophet all his 
former difcourfes and prophecies, fo that he could 
readily dictate them to Baruch ; could and did re- 
new them again; wherefore Fehoiakim’s burning of 
the roll fignified nothing: all attempts to deitroy 
the word of God are in vain; they always have 
been, and will be; for the word of the Lord en- 
dures for ever. 
¥.29. And thou fhalt fay to Feboiakim king of 
Fudab, &c.) Or, concerning him, finee the pro- 
phet was hid, and he was in queft of him; nor 
was it fafe for him to appear in perfen before him ; 
tho’ this may be underftood as what fhould be put 
into the fecond roll, and in that he addrefled to 
him: thus faith the Lord, thou haft burnt this rail; 
or that reli; or had. fuffered or ordered it to be 
burnt, giving this as a reafon for it: why haf thou 
therein written ; what the king would have. tobe 
a great falfhood, and which he thought never came 
from the Lord; but was a device of Jeremiah, to 
whom he afcribed the writing of them, tho’ it was 
Baruch’s, becaufe dictated by him : saying, the king 
of Babylon fhall certainly come and defirey this land, 
and fhall caufe to cease from thence man and beaft ? 
by killing fome, and carrying off others, fo that 
the deftruction fhould be complete. . He takes no 
notice of himfelf and his family, as if his con- 
cern was only for the nation; and that he took it 
ill that any thing fhould be faid which exprefied 
the ruin. of that, and might difhearten the inhabi- 
tants of. it. 1d git Dame mew 
y..40. Therefore thus faith the Lord, of Feboiakin 
hing of Judah, &c.} Or, concerning * him; for 
Jehovah is not here faid to be she Lord of Feb 
akim, tho’ he was, being King of kings, and 
of lords; but as fpeaking concerning) An 
threatning him, as follows: be hall bave none t 
‘0 Up OF SEGitioiap fit 
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Sit upon the throne cf David; that is, none of his; public notary or feribe of the law, as well as the 
iffue that fhould reign after him, or fucceed him | amanuenfis of the prophet: who wrote therein from 
in the throne of David, and kingdom of Yudab ;\ the mouth of Feremjah all the words of the book 
for his fon ‘econiah reigned but three months, | which Fehkoiakim king of Judah had burnt in the fire; 
which is reckoned as nothing, and could not be not one was loft; all were recovered again, thro’ 
alled fitting upon the throne; and befides, was | the frefh infpiration of the Holy Spirit, under which 


never confirmed by the king of Baédylon, in whofe | Feremiah dictated the felf-fame things in the fame 


power he was, and by whom he was carried cap- 
tive ; and Zedekrab who followed, was not his law- 
ful fucceffor, was brother to ‘Feboiakim, and uncle 
to ‘Feconiab, and was fet up by the king of Baby- 
Jon in contempt of the latter; and as for Zoro- 
babel, he was no king, nor was there any of this 
family till the Meffiah came: and his dead body 
foall be caft out tn the day to the beat, and in the 
night to the frof. The-fenfe is, he fhould have no 
burial, but that of an afs, ch. xxii: 18,19. fhould 
be caft into a ditch, and be expofed to the heat of 
the fun in the day-time, and to nipping frofts at 
night, and fo putrify and become naufeous; and 
tho’ the body would be infenfible of it, yet would 
it be very reproachful to the character of a prince, 
and fhocking to any to behold; and very difagree- 


able and dreadful for himfelf to hear and think }; 


ot. 

¥.31. And I will punifh him and bis feed, and 
bis fervants for their iniquity, &c.| In cutting the 
roll in pieces, and burning it, as Abarbinel inter- 
prets it; which either was done by himfelf, or by 
his order, and with his connivance ; and at which 
perhaps his fons were prefent, and exprefled a plea- 
{ure in it; and his fervants that ftood by affented 
to it, excepting three ; nor were they afraid of the 
judgments of God for it, nor in the leaft fhocked 
at it, ¥. 24,25. tho’ this may be underftood of 
all their iniquities they had been guilty of, the 
fingular being put for the plural: and I will bring 
upon them, and upon the inbabitants of Ferufalem, 
and upon the men of Judah, all the evil that I bave 
pronounced againft them; the {word, famine and pe- 
ftilence; the deftruction of their land, city and 
temple ; and their captivity in Babylon: but they 
hearkened not; to what was faid to them, neither 
in the firft, nor in the fecond roll. 

¥. 32. Lhen took Feremiah another roll, &c,)] Of 
parchment ; feveral fheets joined together, which 
made up a roll or volume: and gave it to Baruch 
the fcribe, the fon of Neriah , who was by office a 
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HIS chapter makes mention of the reign 

of Zedekiah, and what happened in it; of 
his meffage to Feremiah, to pray for the kingdom ; 
of the king. of Badylon’s railing the fiege of  Feru- 
falem, on hearing the king of Egypt was coming 
to its relief; of the affurance the prophet gave 
that. the Chaldean army would return again, and 
deftroy the city; of, the prophet’s attempt to de- 
part the city, his imprifonment, converlation with 
Ledekiab, and his clemeney\to'him, A dhort ac- 
count is given of Zedekiah, and of the difobedience 
of him and his people to. theword of the Lord, 
y.1, 2. of the meflage fent by him to, the pro- 
phet to pray for them, y’. 3. the time, when Zere- 
giak was at liberty, and the fiege of Jeru/alem was 
taifed,. ¥..4, 5. the.prophet’s anfwer to them from 
the Lord, .afluring them, the Chaldeans would 4e- 
turp. and burn the city, ¥. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10. the pro- 
phet attempting to go out of the city is ftopped, 
and Charged as a delerter to the Chaldeans , is had 
~ "'Y Vid. Yalkut & Kimchi in loc. 
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words to Baruch again ; fo that the king got no- 
thing by burning it, but an addition of guilt, and 
a heavier denunciation of wrath and vengeance, as 
follows: and there were added befides unto them 
many like words; of the fame nature and argu- 
ment, of the threatning kind more efpecially. ‘Ihe 
Rabbins ¥, who take the roll to be the book of La- 
mentations, very triflingly obferve, that the firft 
roll had only the three alphabets, in ch. i. ii, and 
iv. and that the addition is the treble alphabet, 
in ch. iii. and the whole of ch.v. Here it may 
not be amifs to infert the teftimony of Eupolemus *, 
an Heathen hiftorian, concerning ‘Feremiah and his 
prophecies in the times of Feboiakim. ‘“* Foachim, 
‘* (for fo he calls him) in his times Feremiah the 
‘¢ prophet prophefied, being fent of God, to take 
‘* the Fews facrificing to a golden idol, called by 
them Baa/, and to declare unto them the ca- 
lamity that was coming upon them; but 7oa- 
chim would have laid hold on him, and burnt 
him alive; then he (the prophet) faid that with 
thofe fticks they fhould prepare food for the 
Babylonians, and that they fhould dig canals from 
the Tigris and Euphrates when carried captive 5 
wherefore, When Nebuchadnezzar king of the 
Babylonians heard what was prophefied by Yere- 
miah, he befought Afibares king of the Medes, 
to join his forces with him ; and having gathered 
and joined together the Babylonians and Medes, 
an hundred and eighty thoufand foot, and a 
hundred. and twenty thoufand horfe, with ten 
“* thoufand chariots, firft deftroyed Samaria, Ga- 
“* Jilee, Scythopolis, and the Fews that inhabited 
‘© Gilead; and then marched to Ferufalem, and 
** took alive Joachim king of the Fews ; and hav- 
ing taken out the gold, filver and brafs in the 
‘* temple, fent it to Babylon, excepting the ark and 
‘** the tables in it, for this remained with Jere- 
‘* miah? compare with this ch. xxii. 18. and 
ch, xxv, and xxvi., and xxvii. and 2 Kings xxiv: 
I—4, 


XXXVII. 


before the princes, and beat and imprifoned, y. t1. 
12,13, 14, 15. but the king fending for him out 
of prifon, and having fome private difcourfe with 
him, upon the prophet’s expoftulation and inter- 
ceflion, his confinement was mitigated, and bread 
allowed him, yi 16—21. 


_ ¥. w. And king Zedekiab the fon of Fofiah reigned, 
&e.]. The brother of Feboiakim, whofe untimely 
death, and want of burial, are prophefied of in 
the precedirig chapter. The name of Zedekiab 
was Mattaniab before he was king ; his name was 
changed. by the king of Badylon, who made him 
king, 2 Kings xxiv. 173 inftead of Coniah the fon 
of Febviakims the fame with Febsiachim, or Feco- 
niab, called Coniah by way of contempt ; he reigned 
but three months, and fo was not reckoned as a 
king,, not, being confirmed by the king of Bady- 
lon, but was carried captive by him, and his uncle 
placed in his ftead: whom Nebuchadrezzar Kn of 
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Babylon made king in the land of Fudah, to whom 
he became tributary, and fwore homage and fealty, 
2 Chron. xxxvi. 13. 

¥. 2. But neither be, nor his fervants, nor the 
people of the land, &c.| The king, his courtiers 
and fubjects ; the royal family, nobility and com- 
mon people; they were all degenerate and corrupt. 
archi obferves, that Feboiakim was wicked, and 
his people righteous ; and that Zedekiab was righ- 
teous, and his people wicked; but he feems to 
found his chara¢ter on that fingle action of taking 
Feremiah out of prifon ; whereas, according to this 
account, king and people were all- wicked: for 
neither one or other did hearken unto the words of 
the Lord, which be [pake by Feremiah the proplet , 
neither thofe which were fpoken in the former, nor 
in the latter part of his reign, concerning the 
deftruction of the city by the Chaldeans. This 
fhort account is given to fhew how juft it was to 
give up fuch a prince and people to ruin. 

¥. 3. And Ledekiah the king fent Febucal the fon 
of Shelemiah, and Zephaniah the fon of Maafeiab the 
prieft, &c.| That is, Zephaniah the prieft, as the 
accents fhew ; tho” his father Maa/feiah was doubt- 
lefs a prieft too; according to the Syriac verfion, 
both Febucal called Fucal, ch. xxxviii. 1. and Ze- 
phaniah were priefts ; fince it reads in the plural 
number, prie/fs: thefe the king fent as meflengers 
to the prophet Jeremiah, faying, pray for us. ‘This 
meflage was fent either upon the rumour of the 
Chaldeans coming againft Ferufalem, as fome think , 
or rather when it had departed from the city, and 
was gone to meet the army of the king of Egypt , 
fo that this petition to the prophet was to pray 
that the king of Egypt might get the victory over 
the Chaldean army, and that that might not return 
unto them. ‘Thus wicked men will defire the 
prayers of good men in times of diftrefs, when 
their words, their cautions, admonitions, exhorta- 
tions, and prayers too, are defpifed by them at 
another time. 

¥. 4. Now Feremiah came in, and went out among 
the people, &c.} Was at full liberty, and could 
go out of the city, and come in, when he pleafed , 
or go into any part of it, and converfe with the 
people, and prophefy to them ; which he could not 
do in the latter part of ‘feboiakim’s reign, who 
fent perfons after him and Baruch to take them, 
and they were obliged to hide themfelves, yea the 
Lord hid them, ch. xxxvi. 19, 26. but now he 
was under no reftraint, at leaft as yet: for they bad 
not put him into prifon, not yet; they afterwards 
did, ¥. 15. 

¥.5. Ihen Pharaoh’s army was come forth out of 
Egypt, &c.] At the time the above meflage was 
fent to Feremiah. Zedekiab, tho’ he had took an 
oath of homage to the king of Babylon, rebelled 
againit him, and entered into a league with the 
king of Egypt, to whom he fent for fuccours in his 
diftrefs ; and who, according to agreement, fent 
his army out of Egypt to break up the fiege of Fe- 
rufalem 5 for tho’ the king of Egypt came no more 
in perfon out of his land, after his defeat at Car- 
chemifh by Nebuchadnezzar, in the fourth year of 
Jeboiakim, ch. xlvi. 2. 2 Kings xxiv. 7. yet he fent 
his army to the relief of Yerufalem: and when the 
Chaldeans that befieged Ferufalem ; which was in the 
ninth year of Zedekiah’s reign that they firft be- 
fieged it, and is the time here referred to, ch. 
Xxxix. 1: beard tidings of them, the Egyptian army, 
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of which might be fpread by the Yews themfelves 
to intimidate them ; or which might come to them 
by {pies they had in all parts to give them intelli+ 
gence of what was doing ; and what they had was 
good and certain, and on which they acted: they 
departed from ‘ferufalem; not thro’ fear, but to 
meet the Egyptian army, and give them battel, - 
before they could be joined by any confiderable 
force of the Fews. It was at this time the cove- 
nant was broken about the manumiffion of fer- 
vants, ch. xxxiv. which conduct ill agrees with 
their defire of the prophet’s prayer. 

¥. 6. Then came the word of the Lord unto the pro- 
phet Feremiah, &c.] At the time when the mef- 
fengers came to him from the king to pray for 
them; for the two preceding verfes are to be in 
cluded in a parenthefis : /aying, as follows: whic 
is an anfwer to the meflengers. 

¥. 7. Thus faith the Lord the God of Ifrael, &c.} 
Which are the ufual titles and charaéters the Lord 
takes to himfelf, when he fpake by the prophet ; 
fee ch. xxxiv. 2,13: thus fhall ye fay to the king of 
Judah, that fent you unto me, to enquire of me 
in an oracular way; for by. this it feems that they 
were not only fent to defire the prophet to pray 
for them, but to obtain an oracle from the Lord, 
confirming it to them, that the Chaldean army which 
was gone would not return any more; this they 
were willing to believe, but wanted to have a con- 
firmation of it from the Lord; and fo the Tar- 
gum, ‘* to feek an oracle from me ;” or to afk in- 
ftruction or doctrine from me: now thefe’ mef- 
fengers are bid to go back and tell the king, his 
nobles, and all the people of the land, what fol- 
lows : behold, Pharaohs army, which is come forth 
to help you, foall return to Egypt, into their own 
land, being afraid to face the Chaldean army; or 
being defeated and driven back by it. Fofepbus * 
fays, there was a battel fought between the Egyp- 
tians and Chaldeans, in which the latter were con- 
querors, and put the former to flight, and drove 
them out of all Syria. ‘farchi relates a fable, how 
that the Egyptian army came by fhips, and that at 
fea they faw ftrange appearances, upon which they 
faid one to another, what means this? they replied, 
thefe are our fathers, whom the fathers of thofe 
we are going to help, drowned in the fea; and im- 
mediately returned to their own land. | 

¥. 8. And the Chaldeans fhall come again, &c.] 
To Ferufalem, after they have defeated or drove 
back the Egyptian army: and fight againft this city; 
with frefh vigour and refolution ; being exafperated 
by the methods taken to oblige them to raife the. 
fiege : and take it, and burn it with fire, as they 
did, ch. xxxix. 8. 

¥. 9. Thus faith the Lord, deceive not yourfelves, 
&c.] Or, your fouls, with a falfe opinion, a vain 
perfuafion and belief of the departure of the Chal- 
deans never to return; which they would have con-. 
firmed by the Lord: or, ift not up your fouls”; 
with vain hopes of the above things: felf or foul- 
deception is a dreadful thing; and fad is the dif- 
appointment, when men are elated with a falfe 
and vain hope : /aying, the Chaldeans foall furely de- 
part from us; they had departed from Ferujalem ; 
but they were perfuaded they would depart out 
of the land of Fudea, and go into theirown land, 
the land of Babylon, from whence they came, and — 
never return more : for they fhall not ¢; out 
of the land of Fudea, into their own land ; at leaft 


and of its coming out againft them ; the rumour [n ot till they had done the work they were fent about. _ 
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y¥.10. For tho’ ye had fmiiten the whole army of yr 3. And when be was in the gate of Benjamin, 


the Chaldeans that fight againft you, &c.] Sup- 
pofing the whole army of the Chg/deans had been 
vanquifhed and flain by the Egyptians, the confe- 
_derates of the ews; or fhould they be flain by 
‘them in a fecond fiege of them, excepting a few 
next mentioned: and there remained but wounded 
men among them, and fuppofing that thofe of them 
that were left, that were not flain, were every one 
of them wounded men, ‘and fo difabled for fight- 
ing, as might be thought: yet /hould they rife up 
every man in bis tent; where he was fmitten, and 
lay wounded; or where he was carried to be cured 
of his wounds; fuch fhould rife up like perfons 
from the dead almoft, and fight with fuch ftrength 
and fpirit, that they fhould foon take the city, tho’ 
in fuch a condition : and burn this city with fire , 
this being a thing determined by the Lord, and 
nothing fhould hinder it ; for it matters not what 
the inftruments are, tho’ ever fo impotent and dif- 
abled, they fhall do the work allotted to them. 
Wherefore all the hopes of the ews, founded 
upon the departure of the Chaldean army, were 
vain ones. 

¥. 11. And it came to pafs, that when the army 
of the Chaldeans were broken up from Ferufalem, &c.] 
When the fiege of the city was broken up and 
raifed: or, when they went up from Ferufalem* ; 
were gone from it: for fear of Pharaoh’s army; 
or rather, becaufe of Pharaob’s army *. The word 
fear is not in the text; nor did they leave Feru/a- 
Jem for fear of his army, but to meet it, and give 
it battel, as they did; however, by this means 
there was a freer egrefs and regrefs from and to 
the city. 

y. 12. Then Jeremiah went forth out of Ferufa- 
lem, &c.] At leaft he attempted to do fo, taking 
the opportunity of the fiege of the city being broke 
up: what were his reafons for it, are not certain ; 
whether that he might not be put into prifon, which 
he might fear for what he had juft prophefied of 
concerning the return of the Chaldean army, that 
fhould take the city, and burn it; or to fave him- 
felf from the deftruétion which he was fure would 
come upon it; or becaufe he found he could do 
no good by his preaching and prophefying in it : 
however his view was fo go into the land of Benja- 
min; his native country, the tribe he belonged to; 
and very likely to Anathoth in that tribe, where 
he was born, and had lived. Fofephbus * is exprefs 
for it, which he fays was twenty furlongs from 
Ferufalem: to feparate himfelf thence in the midft 
of the people; or, to flip away thence in the midft 
of the people‘; the fiege being raifed, the people 
that had fled to Feru/falem for fafety, crouded out 
again to go into their own countries, which the 
prophet thought to take the advantage of, and 
flip away in a crowd unobferved ; tho’ the words 
may be rendered, to take part from thence in the 
midft of the people*, either to take part of the 
fpoil left there by the Chaldean army ; or with the 
priefts there, of what belonged to them, of whofe 
number he was, ch.i.1. The Targum is, ‘ to 
«¢ divide an inheritance which he had there in the 
«< midft of the people;” and to the fame fenfe 
are the Vulgate Latin and Syriac verfions *, 


" ndyna cum receffiffet, Cocceius ; afcendiffet, Schmidt. 


propter copias, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator. 
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&c.] One of the gates of the city {0 called, either 
becaufe it ftood in the tribe of Benjamin, as part 
of Ferufalem did, or because it led to the land of 
Benjamin, whither the prophet was going: and juft 
as he had got to that gate, and was going thro’ 
it, he was ftopped by a captain of the ward there ; 
who was placed at this gate, that none fhould go 
out to the Chaldeans, according to Kimchi; but 
rather he was the keeper of the gate, not at. this 
time only, but always; Fo/epbus ‘ calls him one 
of the rulers: whofe mame was Irijab, the fon of 
Shelemiah, the fon of Hananiah, the grandfon, as 
fomesthink, of that Hananiab the falfe prophet, of 
whofe death Yeremiab the prophet prophefied, ch. 
XXviii. and the ews have a tradition, that Hana- 
niab ordered his fon Shelemiah, that if he ever had 
an opportunity to bring Feremich_to ruin, to do 
it; and the fame charge Shelemiah gave to his fon 
Irijah, who having this opportunity, laid hold on 
him ; Farchi, Kimchi, and Abarbinel, make men- 
tion of it: and he took Feremiah the prophet, fay: 
ing, thou falleft away to the Chaldeans , it looks as 
if, tho’ he might not have a family-grudge againft 
him, as the Fews fuggeft, yet had an hatred of him 
for his prophecies, and therefore fixes this calumny 
on him; for otherwife, why did he fuffer the peo- 
ple to pafs in great numbers without any fuch 
charge ? 
¥. 14. Then faid Feremiab, it is falfe, &c.] Or 
a falfbood * ; as undoubtedly it was; for the Chai- 
dean army was gone from the city ; nor did Fere- 
miab like {fo well to be with an idolatrous people ; 
for after the city was taken, when Nebuzaradan 
the captain of the guard gave him his choice, ei- 
ther to go with him to Babylon, where he pro- 
mifed to take care of him; or to go to Gedaliah, 
who was made governor of Yudah; he chofe ra- 
ther to be with him, and his poor company: dut 
he hearkened not to him; would not hear his de- 
fence, or however would not give any credit to it, 
being unwilling to let flip this opportunity of do- 
ing him ill-will: fo Irijab took Feremiah, and brought 
him to the princes; the princes of Zedekiab’s court, 
or the princes of the people, the civil magiftrates; 
or it may be the great Sanbedrim, who he knew 
had no good difpofition towards the prophet, 
¥.15. Wherefore the princes were wroth with Fe- 
remiah, &c.] For attempting to depart the city, 
and go off to the Chaldeans, as Irijab had fuggefted 
to them, and to whom they hearkened ; and per- 
haps would not hear what the prophet had to fay 
for himfelf, and if they did, it had no weight with ‘ 
them: and fmote him; either with their fifts, or 
with rods, or a fcourge; perhaps he underwent 
the punifhment of forty ftripes fave one, according 
to the law; and they may be faid to fmite or beat 
him, becaufe they ordered it to be done: and put 
him in prifon, in the houfe of ‘Fonathan the fcribe ; or 
fecretary of ftate; fuch an one as Lli/hama was in 
‘feboiakim’s time, who had an houfe or apartment 
at court as he had, who was now dead or removed, 
ch. xxxvi. 12: for they had made that the prifon , 
which had not ufed to be; but by the courtiers, 
and with the confent of this fcribe, fecretary, or 
chancellor, it was made a prifon; not for common 
male- 
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malefactors, but for ftate-prifoners; and a bad 
prifon it feems it was. Very probably this fcribe 


was a very cruel wicked man, who ufed thofe very 


ill that were his prifoners ; and indeed, if he had 
not been of fuch a character, he would fcarcely 
- have fuffered his houfe to have been made a pri- 
fon. . 
yt, 16. When Feremiah was entered into the dun- 
geon, &c.] Or, into the houfe of the pit'; a dun- 
geon, like a pit or ditch, dark, dirty, or difmal : 
and intoithe cabins; or cells ™; into.a place more 
inward than the cells, as the Targum ; into the in- 
nermoft and worft part in all the prifon, where a 
man could not well lic, fit, nor ftand: and Fere- 
miab had remained there many days; in this very 
uncomfortable condition ;..very probably. till the 
Chaldean army returned to Yeru/alem, as he foretold 
it fhould. : 5 te 
¥. 17. Then Zedekiab the king fent and took bim 
out, &c.] After Feremiah had been in prifon for 
fome time; and the Chaldean army being returned, 
and having renewed their fiege, the king is fright- 
ned; and knowing the prophet was in prifon, 
fends a meffenger to take him out from thence, 
and bring him to him; which was accordingly 
done: and the king afked him fecretly in his houfe ; 
he took him into fome private apartment, and 
there alone conferred with him, for fear of his 
princes and courtiers ; who he knew bore no good- 
will to the prophet, and would be ready to charge 
him with timidity ; and faid unto him, is there 
any word from the Lord? he means any particular 
word of prophecy, any late one, and what con- 
cerned their prefent circumftances, fhewing what 
would be the iffue of the return of the Chaldean 
army; for prophecy did not come at all times, 
nor even according to the will of man, but always 
according to the will of God, and when he thought 
fit; this the king knew very well, and he wanted 
a comfortable word, fome good news of the un- 
fuccefsfulnefs of the prefent attempt : aud Feremiah 
faid, there is; but not fuch an one as he wanted ; 
it was of the fame ftrain with the former, and con- 
firmed all that the prophet had from time to time 
told him and his predeceffor, what would cer- 
tainly be the cafe: for, faid he, thou fhalt be deli- 
vered into the hand of the king of Babylon; which 
was boldly and faithfully faid, to be faid to the 
face of the king himfelf, rifquing his life in fo do- 
ing; or, at leaft, expofing himfelf to feverer treat- 
ment, if feverer could be ufed. 
¥. 18. Moreover, Feremiah faid unto king Zede- 
kiah, &c.] Having this opportunity with him 
alone, and perhaps obferving the king was melted 
and foftened with what he had faid; however, 
finding liberty in his own mind, he enlarges his 
difcourfe, and freely expoftulates with him in the 
following manner: what have I offended againft 
thee, or againft thy fervants, or againft this people, 
that ye have put me in prifon? or, what have I fin- 
ned ? what fin have I been guilty of ? have I been 
guilty of treafon againft thee, O king? or of fcan- 
dal and defamation of any of thy nobles and cour- 
tiers ? have I done any injury to any of the king’s 
fubjects ? has there been any falfhood in my pro- 
phecies ? has not every thing appeared to be true 
that I have fpoken, concerning the coming of the 
Chaldeans to invade the land, and befiege the city ? 
and concerning the return of the Chaldean army 
when broken up? why then fhould I be caft into 
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prifon, and detained there ? is it not a clear oe 
that what I have faid comes from the Lord ?. 
and therefore ought not to be, ufed in this man- 
NER, 5). « . vidas 
¥..19, Where are now your prophets that prophe- 
Jied unio you, &c.} Your falfe prophets, as the 
Targum, what’s become of their prophecies ? 
where’s the truth of thém, to which general ere- 
dit has been given? where are they ? let them 
pear and defend themfelves if they can, fromthe 
charge of lying, and of, being falfe prophets ? Or 
where are they? tacitly fuggefting the, different 
circumftances of him and. them; he, who was a. 
true prophet, was laid in.a prifon ; they, who were 
falfe prophets, were carefled in the palaces of the 
king and his nobles, and in favour with the; peo- 
ple in general; /aying, the king of Babylon foall not 
come againft you, nor againft this land? gaye out 
that the. king of Bady/on would never invade the 
land of Judea, or befiege the city of Jerusalem, 
which proved falfe ; and. ftill they had the front 
to fay, that when the fiege was. raifed, he would 
never come again; whereas he was then. returned 
to it, and was now befieging it ; fo that here were 
notorious falfhoods delivered out by them... 

¥.20. Therefore hear now, I pray thee, O. my 
lord the king, &c.] . When the prophet. fpoke. in 
the name of the Lord, and the fant of the Lord, 
it was with great boldnefs and majefty ; but when 
he fpoke for himfelf, and on his own behalf, it 
was with great fubmiffion, as it became a fuubject 
to his king; and whom he owns as his fovereign 
lord, tho’ a wicked prince, and whofe deftruction 
he knew was at hand: let my fupplication be ac- 
cepted before thee ; or, fall before thee, fee ch. xxxvi. 
7. which was as follows: that thou caufe me not to 
return to the boufe of Fonathan the feribe; but that 
he might be difcharged from his confinement ; 
or however be removed into another prifon, not fo 
uncomfortable and difagreeable as this man’s houfe 
or prifon was; and which perhaps was ftill the 
worfe thro’ his cruel and ill-natured carriage to 
him ; and which all together endangered his life : 
wherefore he adds, /e/ J die there; tor tho’ he had 
continued there many days, yet the place was io 
exceedingly noifome, that he thought he could 
not long continue there, was he remanded back 
to it. 

¥.21. Then Zedekiab the king commanded that 
they foould commit Feremiah. into the court of the 
prifon, &c.| He did not think fit. to difcharge 
him entirely, left it fhould give offence to the 
princes, who had committed him; but he ordered — 
him to be put in a court belonging to the prifon, 
where he might breathe in a freer air, and have 
liberty of walking to and fro, where his friends 
might be admitted to come and fee him; and that 
they foould give him daily a piece of bread out of 
the bakers fireet., it feems there was a ftreet in Fe- 
rufalem fo called, where the bakers lived, and per- 
haps the king’s bakers; who had orders t en 
liver to the prophet every day a piece or loaf of 
bread, as much as was fufficient for 1.5... 
however, as much as the fcarcity of provilion 
a fiege would allow. Kimchi makes mentic 
Midrafb, which. interprets. this of bread: mac 
bran, which was fold without the palac i 
was coarfer bread than what was ea rt 


til all the bread in the city was fd r: ro 
hele were 


long as there was any. 
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orders : thus Jeremiah remained in the court of the 
prifon, until the city was taken; unlefs a {mall 
time that he was in the dungeon of Malchiah, out 


CHAP. 


HIS chapter is taken up in giving an ac- 

count of Yeremiah’s being caft into a dun- 
geon; his deliverance from it ; and private con- 
verfation with king Zedekiah. The occafion of 
the prophet’s being caft into a dungeon was his 
difcourfe to the people, which four of the princes 
reprefented to the king as feditious, and moved to 
have him put to death; and, being delivered into 
their hands, was put into a miry dungeon, ¥. 1, 2, 
3,4, 5,6. Ebed-melech the Ethiopian hearing of his 
miferable cafe, reprefented it to the king, and in- 
terceded for his releafe ; which being granted, with 
the help of thirty men, and by means of old clouts 
and rotten rags, let down by cords, drew him up, 
and placed him in the court of the prifon, ¥. 7— 
13. king Zedekiab fends for Feremiah, and has a 
private conference with him about the ftate of 
affairs ; when the prophet faithfully told him how 
things would iffue, and gave him his beft advice, 
y. 14——23. uporf parting the king defires the con- 
ference might be kept.a fecret from the princes, 
which was accordingly done, ¥. 24—27. and 7e- 
remiah remained in the court of the prifon till the 
taking of Ferufalem, ¥. 28. 


y¥.1. Then Shephatiah the fon of Mattan, and Ge- 
daliah the fon of Pafbur, &c.] Of thefe two per- 
fons we no where elfe read. Some think that Pa- 
four, whofe fon Gedaliah was, is the fame as is 
mentioned, ch. xx. which is not likely, fince he 
was a prieft, and this fon a prince: aud Fucal the 
fon of Shelemiah, and Pafbur the fon of Malchiab , 
thefe had been fent by the king to Feremiah, to 
enquire of the Lord, and to pray for him and his 
people, ch. xxi. r. and xxxvii. 3.. all four were 
princes, prime-minifters of ftate, of great power 
and authority, and to whom the king could deny 
nothing, or withftand, ¥.4, 5: thefe beard the 
words that Feremiah had fpoken to all the people; 
that is, to as many of them as came to the court 
of the prifon to vifit him ; fome out of good will, 
and fome out of ill will; and others out of cu- 
riofity ; being defirous to know by the prophet, 
how things would go with them; and by which 
means, what he faid was fpread all over the city, 
and came to the ears of the above princes ; and 
no doubt there were perfons enow officious enough 
to carry thefe things to them: /aying, as follows : 

¥. 2. Thus faith the Lord, he that remaineth in 
this city, &c.] Of Ferufalem; that does not go 
out of it, and furrender himfelf to the Chaldeans ; 
but continues in it fighting againft them: /hall die 
by the fword, by the famine, and by the peftilence , 
that is, by one or other of thefe: dur be that goeth 
forth to the Chaldeans, fhall live, thet goes out of 
the city, throws down his arms, delivers up him- 
felf to the Chaldean army, and fubmits to their 
mercy, fhall have quarters given him, and his life 
thall be fpared: for be hall have his life for a 
prey, and 
com + bly and in fafety; he thall efcape with his 
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of which he was taken again, and reftored to the 
court of the prifon, and there continued; fee ch. 
XXXvili, 6, 13, 28, 
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life, and that fhall be preferved from the fword, 
famine and peftilence ; and whereas it was, as it 
were, loft; it fhall be recovered out of the jaws 
of death, out of the above calamities it’ was ex: 
pofed to; and fo be like a prey taken out. of the 
hands of the mighty, and be quite fafe. 

¥. 3. Thus faith the Lord, this city fhall furely be 
given into the hand of the king of Babylon’s army, 
&c.] When thofe found in it, fhould be put to 
the fword, or carried captive: this the. prophet 
declares with the greateft ceftainty ; and what he 
had often affirmed for twenty years paft, and now 
{tands to it, having had frefh affurances from the 
Lord that fo it would be ; and which he faithfully 
publifhed ; tho’ he had received fome favours from 
the court, had his liberty enlarged, and was now 
eating the king’s bread, he was not to be bribed 
by thefe things to hold his peace; but the nearer 
the ruin of the city was, the more confident was 
he of its deftruction: which fball take it; or, that 
it may take it ° being delivered into its hands by 
the Lord, without whofe permiffion, the Chaldeax 
army could never have taken it: or, and be jball 
take it ®; that is, the king of Babylon. 

¥. 4. Therefore the princes faid unto the king, &c.} 
The four princes mentioned in ¥. 1. having heard 
what Feremiah faid to the people, Jaid the cafe be- 
fore the king, and addrefied him upon it in the 
following manner: we befeech thee, let this man be 
put to death; or, “ let this man now be put to 
“© death,” as the Zargum. -They {peak very dif- 
refpectfully of the prophet, calling him ¢his man ; 
and with great authority to the king, and not in 
a fubmiffive fupplicating way, as we render it, 
the king being in diftrefs, was in their hands; he 
ftood in fear of them, and could do nothing againft 
their will and pleafure; and they urge, that he 
might die inftantly ; they were for taking away 
his life at once. The reafon they give follows : 
for thus he weakeneth the bands of the men of war 
that remain in this city, and the hands of all the 
people in {peaking Juch words to them, difpirited 
the foldiers who were fet for the defence of the 
city, fuch of them as were left, who were not 
taken off by the fword, famine or peftilence ; fince, 
if what Yeremiah faid was true, all attempts to de- 
fend it muft be in vain ; and the people be without 
any hope of being delivered out of the hands of 
the enemy : for this man Jecketh not the welfare of 
this people, but the burt, than which nothing was 
more falfe ; for the prophet forefeeing that their 
lives were in danger, thro’ the fword, famine or 
peftilence, by Continuing in the city, advifed he 
to go out of it, and furrender to the Chaldeans, 
whereby they would be preferved. 

¥.5. Then Zedekiah the king faid, bebold, be is 
in your hand, &c.] In your power, to do with 
him as you pleafe. This is either a grant of the 
king, allowing them to do as they thought fit , 
or a declaration of their power, fuppofing them 
to be the princes of the Sanbedrim, as Grotius thinks, 
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to judge of a falfe prophet, and condemn him; 
but that they were fuch does not appear; nor does 
their charge of the prophet, or their procedure 
againft him, confirm it. The former fenfe feems 
beft: for the king is not he that can do any thing 
againft you; which is faid either in a flattering way, 
that fuch was their intereft in him, and fo great 
his regard for them, that he could not deny them 
any thing. So it is in the old tranflations, for 
the king may deny you nothing, and, the king can 
deny you nothing: or elfe in a complaining way, 
fugegefting that he was a king, and no king; that 
he had no power to oppofe them ; they would do 
as they pleafed ; and therefore it fignified nothing 
applying to him; he fhould not fay any thing 
againft it; he would have no concern in it; they 
might do as they pleafed, fince he knew they 
would. . 

y¥. 6. Then took they Feremiah, &c.| Having 
the king’s leave, or at leaft no prohibition from 
him; they went with proper attendants to the court 
of the prifon, and took the prophet from thence : 
and caft him into the dungeon of Malchiah the fon of 
Hammelec, that was in the court of the prifon; this 
was a dungeon that belonged to the prifon which 
Malchiah had the care of, or which belonged to 
his houfe, which was contiguous to the court of 
the-prifon. The Targum renders it, Malchiab the 
fon of the king; and fo the Septuagint and Arabic 
verfions ; but it is not likely that Zedekiab fhould 
have a fon that was fet over a dungeon, or to 
whom one belonged, or fhould be called by his 
name: here the princes caft the prophet, in order 
that he fhould perifh, either with famine or fuffo- 
cation, or the noifomnefs of the place ;. not caring 
with their own hands to take away the life of a 
prophet, and for fear of the people ; and this being 
a more flow and private way of difpatching him, 
they chofe it ; for they defigned no doubt nothing 
Jefs than death: and they let down Feremiah with 
cords; there being no fteps or ftairs to go down 
jnto it; fo that no body could come to him when 
in it, or relieve him: and in the dungeon there was 
ao water but mire, fo feremiak funk in the mire; up 
to the neck, as Fofephus * fays. Some think that 
it was at this time, and in this place, that Feremiab 
put up the petitions to the Lord, and which he 
heard, recorded in Lam. iii. 55, 56,57. and that 
zhat whole chapter was compofed by him in this 
time of his diftrefs. 

¥. 7. Now when Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, &c.] 
The Targum renders it, ** a fervant of king Ze- 
** dekiah;” which Yarchi, and other writers fol- 
lowing, make Zedekiah to be the Ethiopian; fo 
called, becaufe as an Ethiopian differs in his fkin, 
fo Zedekiab differed in his righteoufnefs, from the 
reft of his generation; and this his fervant, he, 
with others ", takes to be Baruch the fon of Neriah, 
but without any foundation ; but, as Kimchi ob- 
ferves, with whom Abarbinel and Ben Melech agree, 
had this word Ebed-melech been an appellation, the 
‘ufual article would have been prefixed before the 
word king, as in the next claufe; and fome where 
or other his name would have been given; but it 
is a proper name, as Abimelech, and Abimelech. A 
fervant of the king he might be, and doubtlefs 
he was; and perhaps had this name given him 
when he became a profelyte ; for fuch he feems 
to be, and a good man; who had a great regard 
to the prophet, becaufe he was one ; and had more 
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piety and humanity in him, tho’ an Ethicpian, than 
thofe who were J/raelites by birth: one of the eu- 
auchs which was in the king’s boufe; an officer at 
court ; one of the gentlemen of the bed-chamber. 
Fofepbus* fays, he was in great honour; fo the 
Targum renders it, “* a great man3;” a man in 
high office, of great authority ; taking it to be a 
name of office, as it fometimes is; tho’ it may be 
underftood in a proper fenfe, of a caftrated perfon 5 
for fuch there were very commonly in King’s pa- 
laces, employed in one office or another, and efpe- 
cially in the bed-chamber: now this man beard 
that they had put Feremiah in the dungeon; for the? 
the princes did it with all poffible fecrecy, it was 
known at court, and came to the ears of this good 
man; and indeed the dungeon was not far from 
the court; and fome have thought he might have 
heard the groans of Feremiab in it; however, he 
came to the hearing of it, and was affected with 
the relation of his cafe, and determined to fave 
him, if poffible: the king then fitting in the gate of 
Benjamin; the fame in which the prophet was 
taken, ch. xxxvii. 13. here he fat to hear and try 
caufes, courts of judicature being held in gates of 
cities; or to receive petitions; or rather it may 
be, to confult about the prefent ftate of affairs, 
what was beft to be done in defence of the city, 
and to annoy the befiegers; and it may be, to 
have a view of the enemy’s camp, and to fally 
out upon them ; for that he was here in order to 
make his efcape, is not likely. 

¥. 8. And Ebed-melech went forth out of the king’s 
houfe, &c.] As foon as he heard of the prophet’s 
diftrefs, he immediately went out from his apart- 
ments in the king’s palace, where he performed 
his office, and his bufinefs chiefly lay, or where 
he dwelt, to the gate of Benjamin, where the king 
was; and if he was here for the adminiftration of 
juftice, it was a proper time and place for Ebed- 
melech to lay the cafe of Feremiah before him: and 
Jpake to the king freely, boldly and intrepidly, 
in the prefence of his nobles: /aying; as fol- 
lows : 

¥.9. My Lord the king, &c.} He addrefles 
him as a courtier, with great reverence and fub- 
miffion, and yet with great boldnefs: thefe men 
have done evil in all that they have done to Feremiab 
the prophet; meaning the princes, who might be 
prefent, and whom he pointed at, and mentioned 
by name; which fhowed great courage and faith. 
fulnefs, as well as great zeal for, and attachment 
to, the prophet; to charge after this manner per- 
fons of fuch great authority fo publickly, and to 
the king, whom the king himfelf ftood in fear of : 
he firft brings a general charge againft them, that 
they had done wrong in every thing they had done 
to the prophet ; in their angry words to him; in 
fmiting him, and putting him in prifon in Foma- 
than’s houfe; and particularly in their laft inftance - 
of ill will to him: whom they have. cajt into the 
dungeon; he does not fay where, or defcribe the 
dungeon, becaufe well known to the king, and 
what a miferable place it was ; and tacitly fuggeits 
the cruelty and inhumanity of the princes : amd he 
is like to die for hunger in the place where he is, for 
there is 20 more bread in the city; or very little ; 
there was none to be had but with great difficulty, - 
as Kimchi obferves ; and therefore, tho’ the king — 
had ordered a piece of bread to be given him daily, 
as long as there was any in the city; yet it a 
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almoft all confumed, and the prophet being out of 
fight, and fo out of mind, and altogether difre- 
garded, muft be in perifhing circumitances, and 
near death; and muft inevitably perifh, unlefs 
fome immediate care be taken of him. It may 
be rendered, be will die’, &c. or the fenfe is, bread 
being exceeding fcarce in the city, notwithitanding 
the king’s order, very little was given to Yeremiab, 
whilft he was in the court of the prifon; fo that 
he was half ftarved, and was a mere fkeleton then, 
and would have died for hunger there; wherefore 
it was barbarous in the princes to caft fuch a man 
into a dungeon. It may be rendered, be would 
have died for hunger in the place where he was, feeing 
there was no more bread in the city"; wherefore, if 
the princes had Jet him alone where he was, he 
would have died thro’ famine ; and therefore acted 
a very wicked part in haftening his death, by throw- 
ing him into a dungeon; this is Farchi’s fenfe, 
with ‘which Abarbinel agrees. 

y. 10. Then the king commanded Ebed-Melech the 
Ethiopian, &c.| Being affected with the cafe of the 
prophet ; and repenting of the leave he had given 
the princes to do with him as they pleafed, gave 
orders, as follows: faying, take from hence thirty 
men with thee ; from the place where the king was, 
the gate of Benjamjn; where very probably at this 
time was a garrifon of foldiers, thirty of which 
were ordered to be taken; or thefe were to be 
taken out of the king’s life-guard, he had here 
with him. Fo/fephus™ calls them thirty of the king’s 
fervants, fuch as were about the king’s perfon, or 
belonged to his houfhold; and fo the Syriac verfion 
of the next verfe fays, that Ebed-Melech took with 
him men of the king’s houfhold; but why thirty 
of them, when three or four might be thought fuf- 
ficient to take up a fingle man out of a dungeon ? 
Abarbinel thinks the dungeon was very deep, and 
Feremiah an old man, could not be got out but 
with great labour and difficulty. archi and Kim- 
chi fay, the men were fo weakened with the famine, 
that fo many were. neceffary to draw out one man ; 
but the true reafon feems rather to be, that fhould 
the princes, whom the king might fufpeét, or any 
other, attempt to hinder this order being put in 
execution, there might be a fufficient force to af- 
fift in it, and repel thofe that might oppofe it: 
and take up Feremiah the prophet before be die; the 
king fpeaks honourably of Feremiah, giving him 
his title as a prophet, and exprefies great concern 
for him; and orders them to haften the taking him 
up, left he fhould die before, which he fugegefts 
would give him great concern. 

y.11. So Ebed-melech took the men with him, &c.] 
The thirty men, as the king ordered: as foon as 
ever he had got the grant, he immediately fet 
about the work, and loft no time to fave the pro- 
phet’s life: and went unto the houfe of the king under 
the treafury ; from the gate of Benjamin he went to 
the king’s palace, and to a particular place under 
the treafury; by which ¢reafury may be meant, the 
treafury of garments, or the royal wardrobe, under 
which was a place, where cloaths worn out, or caft 

‘off, were put: the Septuagint reprefent it as under 
ground, a cellar under the wardrobe: and took 
thence old caft clouts, and old rotten rags ; the Syriac 
verfion has it, fuch as cattel were wiped and cleaned 
with: and let them down by cords into the dungeon 
jo Feremiah , for it was fo deep, that men could 


not reach to.put them into the hands-of the pro- 
phet ; and had they been thrown in, they might 
have been fcattered about, and be out of his reach, 
who ftuck in the mire; or they would haye been 
in all likelihood greatly bedaubed. with the mire. , 

¥.12. And Ebed-melech the Ethiopian [aid unto 
Jeremiah, &c.] Being come to the dungeon, and 
at the mouth of it, he addreffed him in.a very hu- 
mane and friendly manner, and directed, him’ how 
to make ufe of the rags he let down for his eafe 
and benefit : put now thefe old caft clouts and rotten 
rags under thine arm-boles under the cords; the cords 
were firft put under his arm-holes to draw him up 
with, and then thefe clouts and rags were put 
under the cords; left they fhould cut into his flefh, 
at leaft hurt him, and give him pain, the whole 
weight of his body refting on them; and perhaps 
thefe parts had received fome hurt when he was 
let down into the dungeon with cords, when they 
were not fo careful of him; and therefore needed’ 
fome foft rags the more to be put under them at 
this time ; all which fhows what an affection this 
man had for the prophet, and how tender he was 
of him: and Feremiah did fo; he put the rags 
between the cords and his arm-holes. 

¥. 13. So they drew up feremiah with cords, &c.| 
The men that were with Ebed-melech, as many as 
were neceflary; he overlooking, directing, and en- 
couraging : and took him out of the dungeon; alive, 
according to the king’s orders and defign, and in 
{pite of the prophet’s enemies: the thing fucceeded 
according to wifh; the Lord ordering and profper- 
ing every ftep: and Jeremiah remained in the court 
of the prifon,; from whence he had been taken, and 
where he was replaced; Ebed-melech having no war- 
rant to fet him at entire liberty ; nor would it 
have been prudent to have folicited that, which 
might too much have exafperated the princes; and 
befides, here, according to the king’s order, bread 
was to be given him, as long as there was any in the 
city; fo that it was the moft fit and proper place 
for him to remain in; wherefore what ‘fo/ephus = 
fays, that he difmified him, and fet him free, is 
not true. 

¥. 14. Then Ledekiah the king fent_ and took Fe- 
remiah the prophet unto him, &c.| When the pfo- 
phet was taken out of the dungeon, and brought 
to the court of the prifon, of which the king had 
knowledge; he fent fome perfon or perfons to bring 
him to him, to have fome private converfation with 
him: into the third entry that is in the houfe of the 
Lord; what place is meant, Farchi confeffes his 
ignorance of, but conjectures it was the court of 
the J/raelites,; the outward court, and the court. 
of the women, being before it. Kimchi rightly 
takes it to be a place, thro’ which they went from 
the king’s houfe, to the houfe of the Lord; no 
doubt the fame that is called the king’s afcent, by 
which he went up thither, fhown to, and admired 
by the queen of Sheba, 1 Kings x. 5. in which 
there were three gates or entrances, as Dr. Light- 
foot obferves ¥ ; the firft, the gate of the founda- 
tion ; the fecond, the gate behind the guard; and 
the third, the gate Coponius; and here the king and 
the prophet had their interview : and the king faid. 
to Feremiah, I will afk thee a thing, or a word; a 
word of prophecy ; or whether there was a word 
of prophecy from theLord, concerning him, his 
people, and city, and what it was; and what 

would 
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would be the event of the prefent fiege, whiether 
it would iffue well or ill: bide nothing from me; 
be it what it will, whether grateful or not; he had 
been told again and again how things would be, 
but ftill he was in hopes that fomething more fa- 
vourable and confolatory would come from’ the 
Lord to him. ' ms: 
y¥. 15. Then Feremiah faid unto Zedekiah, &c.| 
Here follows the prophet’s anfwer, in which he 
tacitly defires to be excufed faying any thing upon 
this head; fince it might be attended with danger 
to himfelf, and be of no fervice to the king; and 
therefore prudently thought fit te come into, fome 
agreement with the king, to fecure himfelf, ‘if he 
infifted upon it: if J declare it unto thee, wilt thou 
not furely put me to death? this he might fear, 
from paft experience of the king’s conduct; for 
tho’ he might not flay him with his own -hands, 
or give orders to others to do it; yet he might de- 
liver him up to the will and mercy of his princes, 
“as he had done before ; not that the prophet was 
afraid to die, or was deterred thro’ fear of death 
from delivering the word of the Lord, and doing 
his work; but he thought it proper to make ufe of 
prudent means to preferve his life; befides, he had no 
exprefs order from the Lord'to fay any thing con- 
cerning this matter at this time : ava if I give thee 
counfel, wilt thou not bearken to me? or, thou wilt 
not hearken to me*; fo the Targum, Syriac, and 
Vulgate Latin verfions ; and therefore it was to no 
purpofe to give him any advice; from all this, the 
king might eafily underftand, the prophet had no- 
thing to fay that would be agreeable to him ; 
however, he was very defirous to know what it 
was, and therefore promifés indemnity and fecu- 
rity, as follows : 
¥. 16. So the king fwore fecretly unto Feremiah, 
&c.] The king not only gave the prophet his 
word, but alfo annexed to it his oath, that his 
life fhould be in no danger, either from him or 
his princes ; this oath was made fecretly, both for 
the honour of the king, he fwearing to a fubject, 
and that it might not be known by the princes, 
and for fear of them: /aying, as the Lord liveth, 
that made us this foul; or thefe fouls, as the Tar- 
gum: here a fuperfluous word My is ufed ; which, 
as the Hews obferve, is one of the eight words 
which are written, but not read: he fwears by 
the living God, by whom only men fhould fwear, 
whenever it is neceffary; this is the proper form of 
an oath; the appeal is to be made to the eternal 
God, that knows all things, the Father of fpirits, 
the maker of fouls, and giver of the lives of all 
men, and who can take them away when he pleafes. 
The fenfe is, may the living God, who has made 
my foul and yours, and given life to us both, 
may he take away my foul, my life, from me, if 
~ ever I make any attempt upon yours. J will not 
put thee to death, neither will I give thee into the 
hand of thofe that feek thy life; he not only pro- 
mifes and fwears to it, that he would not take 
away his life with his own hands, or give orders 
to take it way 3 but he would not deliver him into 
the hands of his princes, who he knew were im- 
placable enemies, and- fought all opportunities and 
advantages againft him; but then, he makes no 
promife that he will take any counfel or advice 
that fhould be given him; as to this, he would 
lay himfelf under no obligation to obferve, re- 
folying to take his own way ; if he liked it, to 
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follow it; if not, to reject it; he would not be 
bound by it. Pi oF. He 
¥. 17. Then faid Feremiah unto Zedekiab, 8cc.) 
Being thus indemnified and fecured by the king’s 
word and oath, he proceeds freely to. lay. before 
the king the whole matter, as from the Lord : 
thus faith the Lord, the God of hofts, the God of T- 
‘vice in his own name, but in the nanié of the 
above and 


rael, the prophet does not’ give the foll 
eternal Jehovah, the Lord of armies’ abov 
below, and who had a fpecial regard to the people 
of I/rael, and their welfare; and therefore it be- 
came theking to fhow the more regard ‘unto it: 
if thou wilt affuredly go forth unto the king of Baby- 
lon’s princes, the generals of his army, whofe names 
are'mentioned, ch. xxxix. 3. the king not being with 
his army at this time, but at Rzd/b, ch. xxxix. 5. the 
meaning is, if he would open the gates of Ferujalem, 
and go forth from thence to the Chaldean atmy, and 
furrender himfelf and the city into the hands of the 
princes in it, and general officers of it, then thy foul 
foal live; in thy body, and not be feparated from it; 
or live comfortably, in peace and fafety, tho’ not 
in fo much fplendor and glory as he had done : 
and this city foall not be burnt with fire; as had been 
threatened; and as the Chaldeans would be pro- 
voked. to do, fhould it hold out to the laft ex- 
tremity ; but fhould preferve it upon a furren- 
der: and thou fhalt'live, and thine boufe, not only 
himéelf, but his wives, and children, and fervants. 

y. 18. But if thou wilt not go forth to the king 
of Babylon’s princes, &c.] And furrender to. them : 
then fhall this city be given.into the hands of the Chal- 
deans ; if not willingly delivered up by the king 
of Fudah, it fhall be forcibly taken by the king of 
Babylon’s army, thro’ the permiffion of God ; with 
refpect to whom it is faid to be given unto them, 
even by him who has the difpofing of cities and 
kingdoms: and they fhall burn it with fire; as it 
had been often foretold it fhould, and as it accord- 
ingly was, ch. xxxix. 8: and thou foalt not efcape 
cut of their hand, tho’ he might hope he fhould, 
and would attempt to do it, yet fhould be taken ; 
and tho’ he fhould not be flain, yet fhould never 
regain his liberty, or get out of their hands, when 
once in them; fee ch. lit. 7, 8, 9, 11. 

¥. 19. And Zedekiab the king faid unto Feremiah, 
&c.] In anfwer to this advice he gave him, per- 
fuading him to give up himfelf and the city into 
the hands of the Cha/deans: I am afraid of the 
Jews that are fallen to the Chaldeans ; who did go 
out of the city, and furrendered to the Chaldeans, 
whom Zedekiab had cruelly ufed, or feverely threat- 
ned: def they deliver me into their bands, and they 
mock me; that is, left the Chaldeans thould deliver 
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and cruel a manner, who was their prince, and a 
partner with them in their captivity. 

y. 20. But feremiah faid, they fhall not deliver 
thee, &c.] To take off the above excufe, or re- 
move that objection, the prophet affures the king, 
that the Chaldeans would never deliver him into 
the hands of the Yews ; he might depend upon it; 
it would never be done: obey, I befeech thee, the 
voice of the Lord, which I {peak unto thee; the coun- 
fel he had given,him, to furrender to the Chaldeans, 
was not from himfelf, but from the Lord; and 
tho’ he had no exprefs order to give it. at! that 
time, yet it was what was agreeable to the will of 
God, and what he had exhorted the people coin 
the beginning of this chapter ; and therefore, -fince 
it came from the Lord, as it ought to be at+ 
tended to, fo he might be affured of the divine 
protection, fhould he act according to it: fo it 
foall be well with thee, and thy foul shall live ; that 
is, it would not only be much better with him: than 


he feared, but than it would be with him fhould. 


he obftinately ftand out to the laft; he fhould 
have more refpect and honour from the king of 
Babylon; and. not only have-his life fpared, but 
enjoy more of the comforts of life; particularly 
the fight of his eyes, which he loft when taken. 
¥. 21. But if thou refufe to go forth, &c.] Out 
of Ferufalem, to the Chaldean army, and fubmit 
to them : this is the word that the Lord bath foewed 
me; or the thing which fhould certainly come to 
pafs ; the word of prophecy the Lord had fhewed 
to the prophet, and which he now declares to the 
king; who afked of him a word, was defirous to 


know, whether there was a word from the Lord, ' 


and what it was; and this it is which follows, in 
cafe he continued impenitent, obftinate, and dif- 
obedient. 

¥. 22. And behold, all the women that are left in 
the king of Fudah’s houfe, &c.] That were left in 
the royal palace, when Fehoiakim and Feconiah were 
carried captives ; or which were left of the famine 
and peftilence in Zedekiah’s houfe; or would. be 
left there, when he fhould flee and make his 
efcape ; meaning his concubines, or maids of ho- 
nour, and court-ladies: fhall be drought forth to 
the king of Babylon’s princes; who fhall ufe them 
as they think fit, and difpofe of them,at pleafure: 
and thofe women hall fay, thy friends have fet thee 
on, and have prevailed againft thee; or, the men of 
thy peace* ; the falfe prophets, and the princes that 
hearkened to them, and promifed and flattered him 
with peace and profperity, thefe deceived him; they 
fet him on to hold out againft the Chaldeans, and 
not believe the prophet Feremiah, and they pre- 
vailed with him to do fo, tho’ it was againft him- 
felf, and his own intereft: thy feet are funk in the 
mire; not literally, as fome Fewifh writers fuppofe, 
that he got into a quagmire when he fled; tho’ 
there may be a hint in the expreffion, to the miry 
dungeon in which he fuffered the prophet to be 
caft ; and was now got into one himfelf, in a figu- 
rative fenfe, being involved in difficulties, out of 
which he could not extricate himfelf : and they are 
turned away back, meaning either his feet, which 
-were diftorted, and had turned afide from the right 
way; or now could go on no further againft the 
enemy, but were obliged to turn back and flee; or 
elfe the men of his peace, the falfe prophets and 
princes, who had fed him with vain hopes of fafety, 
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now left him, and every man fhifted for himfelf. 
This would be -faid. by, the women, .cither in a 
mournful. manner, by way of complaint; or as 
{coffing at the king, as a filly, foolifh man, to 
hearken, to fuch perfons, and fo he that.was afraid 
of being mocked by. the Fews, is jeered at by the 
women of ,hishoufe. ..; « » ' 

¥. 23. So they fhall bring out all thy wives and thy 
children to the Chaldeans, &c.] Not the citizens of 
Ferufalem;.but, as Kimchi obferves, the Chaldeans 
that fhould enter the city, fhall/bring.them out to 
the Chaldegns. without :, orit may be rendered im- 
perfonally;. they fhall be, brought out ; not only the 
ladies at court, that waited, on him and his queen; 
as before but all his wives.and concubines, -and 
his children, or his fons rather; for at the taking 
of the city, no mention isimade of daughters;-only 
of fons, who were flain before his eyes, ch. xxxix. 
6: and thou fhalt notrefcape out of their hand, but 


foalt be taken-by the handof -the king of Babylon; 


not by him perfonally, for,;he was not prefent at 
the taking of him, but by his army; whoohav- 
ing taken him, brought him to him, and delivered’ 
him into his, hand, ch. xxxix. 5: aud thou fhalt 
caufe. this, city to be burnt with fire; or, thou shalt 
burn this, city with fire»; be the moral caufe of 
it; thro’ his fin and obftinacy, impenitence and un- 
belief, the burning of the city might be laid to his 
charge; his ‘fin was»the, caufe of it; and it was all 
one as if he had burnt it with his own hands. All 
this is faid to. work upon him, to hearken to the 
advice given; but all-was in vain. 

¥.24. Then {aid Ledekiah to Feremiah, &c.] Not: 
a word fignifying ‘his approbation of the counfel 
given him, or that he intended to take it ; his fi- 
lence fhewed the reverfe: Jet no man know of thefe 
words, that had paffed between them; of the con-- 
ference and converfation they had had together, at 
leaft not the particulars of it ; the thing itfelf was 
known, as appears. by what+follows, ,that the-king 
and prophet had been difcourfing together; but 
what they talked of, hedefires might be concealed, 
pretending the prophet’s good, tho’ it was his own 
honour and fafety he fought: and thou fhalt not 
die; as he had promifed he fhould not, and had 
fworn to it ; but fuggelts by this, that if he dif- 
clofed the converfation,. he fhould look upon him- 
felf free from his word and oath; fo that this 
carried fomething menacing init: or it may be 
rendered, that thou die not‘; intimating, that if 
the princes fhould come to the knowledge of what 
he had faid, of the advice he had given, they 
would furely put.him to death ; and therefore for 
his own fafety, he defires the whole may,be kept 
a fecret. 

y. 25. But if the princes bear that I have talked 
to thee, &c.}] Which the king fufpected they would; 
and could hardly think, but fome body or other 
would fee him and the prophet talking together; 
who would be officious enough to go and acquaint 
the princes with it, tho’ he, had endeavoured. to 
be as private as poffible; however, to provide a- 
gainft the worft, he inftructs Feremiah what to fay 
to them, fhould they hear of their being toge- 
ther: and they come unto thee; as he did not doubt 
but they would, as foon as ever they had notice 
of it: and fay unto thee, declare unto us now what 
thou baft faid unto the king ; hide it not from us, ond 
we will not put thee to death, alfo what ihe king 
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faid unto thee, the king’ knew how inquifitive they 
would -be, and fift the prophet to the bottom, to 
know both what the prophet faid to the king, 
about the ftate of affairs réfpecting the Chaldeans, 
and the furrender of the city to them, which they 
fuppofed to be the fubject of the difcourfe; and 
what were the king’s thoughts about it, and his 
determinations concerning it; and in order to’make 
the prophet eafy, and more free and open, to tell 
the whole matter, he fuggefts, they would pro- 
mife him his life fhould not be taken away. 

y. 26. Then thou fhalt fay unto them, &c.| Here 
the king puts words into the prophet’s mouth, 
what he fhould fay to the princes, to put them off 
from inquiring further, and fo keep the matter a 
fecret: I prefented my fupplication before the king ; 
or caufed it to fall* ; delivered it in an humble and 
fubmiffive manner: that he would not caufe me to 
veturn to Fonathan’s boufé to die there; this he had 
intreated of the king before, ch. xxxvii. 20. and 
now, no doubt, renewed his requeft, having this 


fair opportunity with the king alone to do it; ‘or, . 


however, it is highly probable he did it upon this 
hint of the king. This fhows how much the king 
ftood’in fear of his princes in this time of his di- 
ftrefs; and that he had only the name of a king, 
and had not courage and refolution enough to act 
of himfelf, according to the dictates of his’ mind ; 
yea, that he feared men more than he feared the 
Lord. 

¥. 27. Then came all the princes to Jeremiah, and 
afked him, &c.] After he had parted with the 
king, and was come back to the court of the pri- 
fon ; as foon as the princes had been informed of 


CHAR. 


Sip HIS chapter gives an account of the taking 
of Ferufalem by the Chaldeans, according to 
the feveral prophecies of Jeremiah concerning. it. 
The time of taking it, and by whom, after a fiege 
of eighteen months, ¥. 1,2, 3. feveral things re- 
lating to king Zedekiah; his flight; the taking of 
him; the bringing him to the king of Babylon, and 
his fentence on him; the execution of that fen- 
tence, flaying his fons and nobles, putting out his 
eyes, and carrying him in chains to Babylon, y. 4, 
5,6, 7. the deftruction of the city is defcribed, by 
burning the houfes in it; breaking down its walls ; 
carrying the people captive, all, except a few poor 
perfons left in the land, ¥. 8, 9, 10. the prefer- 
vation of Feremiah, according to the king of Ba- 
éylon’s orders by his princes ; and the committing 
him to the care of Gedaliab, the governor of the 
poor Fews, #. 11, 12, 13, 14. and the chapter is 
concluded with a promife of the protection of Ebed- 
melech, made by the Lord before the taking of the 
city, while the prophet was in prifon; and which, 
no doubt, had its accomplifhment, ¥. 15, 16, 
#7, 18 


_ ¥. 1. Inthe ninth year of Zedekiab king of Judah, 
in the tenth month, &c.| The month Tebet, which 
anf{wers to part of our December, and part of Fa- 
nuory ; fo that it was in the winter-feafon the fiege 
of Ferufalem began: came Nebuchadrezzar king of 


a 


auditum eft verbum, Pagninus, Montanus, Schmidt. 


YER E MI AH, Ch. xxiii. 9 26—28) 


the interview between’ the king and the prophet} 
which foon came to their ears, they came in 4 
body to-him, to the court of the prifon, where he 
was, and afked him of what pafled between himi 
and the king: and be told them according to all thefe 
words that the king had commanded; whathe told 
them, no doubt, -was truth; tho’ he did not telf 
them all the truth ; which he was not obliged to 
do, having no command from God, and bein 
forbid by the king: a they left off peaking wi 
him , or, were filent from bim* , went away filent; 
not’ being able to difprove what he had faid) or 
object unto it, and finding they could get nothing 
more out of him: for the matter was not perceived } 
or, was not heard‘; tho’ there were perfons that 
faw the king and the prophet together, yet no 
body heard any thing that paffed between them ; 
and therefore Yeremy could not be confronted ia 
what:he had faid,\or be charged with concealing 
any thing. 

y. 28. So Feremiah abode in the court of the pri- 
fon,y:&c.] Where he was ordered to’ be by the 
king, before he was caft into the dungeon, and 
where*he was replaced by Ebed-melech,; and which 
was now confirmed by the king, and here he con+ 
tinued: until the day that Ferufalem was taken; 
but how long it was from his converfation with 


the king, to the taking of the city, is not certain: , 


and be was there when Ferufalem was taken; as ap- 
pears from ch. xxxix. 14. Kimchi conneéts this 
with the beginning of the next chapter; and fo 
the Targum, rendering it, ‘* and it came to pafs 
‘“* when Yerufalem was taken ;” namely, what is 
related in the following chapter. 
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Babylon, and all bis army againft Ferufalem, and they 
befieged it, provoked by Zedekiah’s breaking cove- 
nant with him, and rebelling againft him, who 
had fet him upon the throne, in the reom of his 
nephew ; fo that here was a mixture of perfidy 
and ingratitude, which he was determined to re- 
venge ; and being impatient of it, came at fuch 
an unfeafonable time of the year for a long march 
and a fiege. The king of Babylon came in perfon 
at firft; but having begun the fiege, and given 
proper orders to his generals for the carrying of 
it on, and fuppofing it would be a long one, re- 
tired to Riblab in Syria, either for pleafure or for 
bufinefs. The time of beginning the fiege, exactly 
agrees with the account in 2 Kings xxv. 1. only 


there it is more particular, expreffing the day of 


the month, which was the tenth of it; and fo in 
ch. lii. 4. The reafon of inferting the account of 
the fiege, and taking of the city, in this place, 


is both to fhow the exact accomplifhment of Fere~ - 


miab’s prophecies about it, and to lead on to fome 
facts and predictions that followed it. 
y. 2. And in the eleventh year of Zedekiah, in 
the fourth month, &c.] The month Tammuz, which 
anfwers to part of June, and part of Fuly: the 
ninth day of the month, the city was broken up; Or 


taken by ftorm ; the walls of it were broken by _ 


engines and battering-rams, fo that the Chaldeans 
could enter it, and take it. This was juft a fw 
; and 
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and a half after it had been befieged, not being 
able to hold out any longer, becaufe of the famine ; 
fee ch. ii. 6, 7. 

¥.3. Aud all the princes of the king of Babylon 
came in, &c.| Into the city; a breach being made 
in the walls, to take pofieffion of it: and fat in 
the middle gate, according to Farchi, this was a 
gate of the temple; the gate Nicanor, the eaftern 
gate, which was between the gate of the court of 
the women, and the gate of the temple; who ob- 
ferves, that their Rabdins fay, the middle gate was 
the gate in which the wife men made their decrees 
and conftitutions : fo that in the place of judgment, 
wickednefs was there; as in Eccl, iii. 16. and Fo/e- 
phus * fays, that the city was taken in the middle 
of the night, when the enemies generals went into 
the temple; but rather, according to Kimchi, it 
was one of the gates of the city of Yeru/alem, 
according to Abarbinel, Ferufalem had three walls, 
and this was the gate of the middle wall; but 
others take it to be the gate in the middle wall, 
between the upper and lower city; perhaps it is 
the fame called the fecond gate, Zepb.i. 10. and 
might be the chief and principal gate where thefe 
princes placed their feats in triumph as victors, and 
fo fulfilled the prophecy of Jeremiah, ch. i. 15. 
tho’ they might have another reafon for it, their 
own fafety; here they fat till the city was well 
fearched and cleared, left there fhould be any am- 
bufh laid for them, and cut them off as they en- 
tered. The names of fome of them were as fol- 
low, Nergal-/barezer , according to Kimchi, thefe 
are two names of two diftiné&t perfons; but gene- 
rally thought to be one name of the fame perfon , 
fo ‘Fofephus, who calls him Nergelearus. he firft 
part of the name Nergal, was the name of an idol 
with the Cu/bites, 2 Kings xix. 30. and it was ufual 
with the heathens to give the names of their idols 
to their kings, princes, and great men. The other 
part, Sharezer, is a name of one of Sennacherib’s 
fons ; and feems to be an Affyrian name, Jf, xxxvii. 
38. The next is called Samgar-nebo ; tho’, accord- 
ing to Hillerus*, this is a fur-name of the former, 
to diftinguifh him from another Nergal-/harezer, 
after-mentioned, taken from his office: this name 
fignifying, the ftriét keeper of Nebo, the temple of 
the idol Nedo; fee J/ xlvi.1. The next is Sar- 
fechim-rabjaris ; for thefe are not two names of dif- 
ferent perfons, but of the fame perfon, The firft 
is his proper name, which fignifies the prince of 
the Scythians: the other his name of office, and 
fignifies the chief eunuch, or the chief of the eu- 
nuchs. ‘The laft name is Nergal-/harezer-rabmag , 
thefe names. belong to the fame perfon, who is 
called from his office Rabmag, the chief magician, 
or the chief of the magicians, to diftinguifh him 
from the other Nergal-/harezer, before-mentioned : 
thefe, with all the refidue of the princes of the king of 
Babylon, entered the city, and took it. Poth 

y. 4. And it came to pafs that when Zedekiah the 
king of Fudah faw them and all the men of war, 
&c.] That is, when Zedekiah and his foldiers faw 
the princes and generals of the Chaldean army en-_ 
ter the city thro’ a breach made in the wall, and 
take poffeffion of the middle-gate ; which they might 
fee from fome high tower where they were for 
fafety, and to make their obfervation of the enemy : 
then they fled; finding they were not able to keep 
their pofts, and refift the enemy: aad went forth 
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out of the city by night; it being the middle of the 
night, as before obferved out ot Fo/epbus, that the 
city was taken ; and they took the advantage of the 
darknefs of the night to make their efcape : this 
they chofe rather to do, than to furrender to the 
Chaldeans, and lie at their mercy: and they went 
by the way of the king’s garden, by the gate betwixt 
tke two walls; which lay either between the wall 
of the city, and the outworks, as fome; or be- 
tween the old wall, and the new one Hezekiah 
built, 2 Chron. xxxii. 5. as others; or rather be- 
tween the wall of the city, and the wall of the 
king’s garden ; this being .a private way, they 
took it. The Yews have a fable, and which is re- 
lated both by Yarchi and Kimchi; that there was a 
cave or vault under ground, from the king’s houfe 
to the plains of Yericho, and by this way the king 
went that he might not be feen; but God pre- 
pared a hind, which the Chaldean army faw, and 
purfued, and which went into the cave, and they 
after it ; and when they were at the mouth of the 
cave, they faw Zedekiah coming out of it, and 
took him: and he went out the way of the plain; 
on the fouth-fide of the city, which led to Fericho ; 
and on which fide the king’s garden was; not that 
he went alone, but his wives, and children, and 
princes, and men of war with him; fee ch. lii. 7. 
¥.5. But the Chaldean army purfued after them, 
&cc.] Being informed of the flight of them, by 
thofe who furrendered to them, as Yo/ephus fays ; 
or not finding the king, his family, nobles and 
guards at the palace, where they expected them; 
and knowing which way they muft take, purfued 
after them; not the whole army, only a part of 
it; for fome muft remain at Feru/alem to demolith 
the city, and take the fpoil of it: and overtook 
Zedekiah in the plains of Fericho, not far from it, 
as Fofephus fays ; and who alfo obferves, that when 
his friends and generals faw the enemy near, they 
left him, and fhifted for themfelves, and only a 
few were with him when overtook: and when they 
had taken him, they brought him to Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon, to Riblab in the land of Hamath, 
which is generally thought to be Autioch in Syria; 
whither he had retired from the fiege of Feru- 
falem, having left it to his generals, to recreate 
himfelf in this pleafant place, as it feems it was ; 
or that he might be nearer his own kingdom, if 
any troubles fhould arife in it during his abfence ; 
however, here he was, and here the army brought 
Zedekiah to him, and thofe they took with him ; 
which muft be very agreeable to the king of Ba- 
bylon, to have this perfidious and ungrateful prince 
in his power: where he gave judgment upon him, 
or paffed fentence on him, which was to have his 
eyes put out: or, /pake judgments with him’, he 
feverely chid him, and upbraided him for the in- 
Jury he had done him; the perfidy he had been 
guilty of, in breaking his oath and covenant. So 
Fofephus fays, “ after he came to him, Nebuchad- 
“* nezzar began to call him a wicked man, and a 
** covenant-breaker, unmindful of promifes he had 
‘«’ made to preferve the country for him; he re- 
proached him with ingratitude, in receiving the 
kingdom from him he had taken from Feboi- 
achim, and given to him, who had ufed his 
power againft the giver; but, fays he, the great 
** God that hates thy manners, has put thee into 
** our hands,” 
. ¥. 6, 
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4ERE MIAH. Ch. xxxix. ¥.6—13. 


¥.6. Then the king of Babylon flew the fons of\ fell to him, that fell to the Chaldean army, during 


Zedekiah in Riblab before his eyes, &c.] Not with 
his own hands, but gave orders to do it: thefe 
muft be very young, at leaft fome of them ; fince 


the fiege of the city ; and thofe that betook them- 
felves to. Nebuzaradan, and voluntarily furrendered 
themfelves to him afterwards: with the reft of the 


Zedekiah at this time was but thirty-two years of | people that remained, in other cities in the land of 


age. This muft bea dreadful fpectacle for him 
to behold; and the confideration muft be cutting, 
that it was owing to his own obftinacy, in not 
taking the advice of the prophet Yeremiab, to fur- 
render to the Chaldeans, whereby he and his family 
would have been faved, ch. xxxviii. 17: alfo the king 
of Babylon flew all the nobles of Fudah; who did 
not come over to the Chaldean army, and furrender 
themfelves; fuch who advifed the king to ftand 
out to the laft, and who fled, and were taken 
with him; as many of them as fell into the hands 
of the king of Babylon. ‘archi fays, thofe were 
the Saubedrim, who loofed Zedekiah from his oath 
to Nebuchadnezzar. 

¥. 7. Moreover he put out Zedekiak’s eyes, &c.] 
By what means is not certain; however, hereby 
the prophecy of Yeremiah was fulfilled, that his 
eyes fhould fee the king of Babylon, as they did, 
before they were put out, and that he fhould not 
die by the fword, ch. xxxiv. 3, 4. and alfo the pro- 
phecy of Lxekiel, ch. xii. 13. that he fhould be 
brought to Badylon, and yet fhould not fee it; for 
his eyes were put out before he was carried there: 
a full proof this of the prefcience of God; of his 
fore-knowledge of future and contingent events ; 
of the truth and certainty of prophecy, and of the 
authority of divine revelation: and bound him with 
chains to carry him to Babylon, with two brafs or 
iron chains, or fetters, for both his legs; and thus 
bound he was carried to Babylon, where he remained 
to the day of his death. 

¥.8. And the Chaldeans burnt the king’s bouje, 
&c.] His palace: this was a month after the 
city was taken, as appears from ch. lii. 12, 13: 
and the houfes of the people with fire, the houfes of 
the common people, as diftinét from the king’s 
houfe, and the houfes of the great men, ch. lii. 13. 
tho’ Farchi interprets it, of the fynagogues. It is 
in the original text in the fingular number, she 
houfe of the people; which Abarbinel underftands of 
the temple, called, not the houfe of God, he hay- 
ing departed from it; but the houfé of the people, 
a den of thieves; according to Adrichomius *, there 
was an houfe in Ferufalem called the houfe of the 
vulgar, or common people, where public feafts and 
fports were kept ; but the former fenfe feems bet : 
and broke down the walls of Ferufalem; demolifhed 
all the fortifications of it, and entirely difmantled 
it, that it might be no more a city of force and 
ftrength, as it had been. 

¥.9. Then Nebuzaradan the captain of thé guard, 
&c.] The Targum is, “* the captain of thofe that 
** kill;” of the foldiers, of the militia. Some 
render it, the captain of the cooks ; others, of the 
butchers; but no doubt it was a military office he 
bore ; he was captain of the forces that were left 
in Ferufalem, after the other part went in purfuit 


of the king and thofe with him; or the captain; 


of a company, being fent by the king of Babylon 
to execute a commiffion of his: the fame carried 
away into Babylon the remnant of the people that re- 
mained in the city, that were left of the peftilence, 
famine and {word; and who were found in it, 
when it was taken: and thofe that fell away, that 
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Fudab, . a 
¥.10. But Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard 
left of the poor of the people which had nothing in 
the land of Fudab, &c.| Becaufe they would have 
been of no fervice to the Chaldeans, but a burden 
to them; and becaufe they had nothing to fear 
from them; they had no arms to rebel againft 
them, nor money to purchafe any; and becaufe 
it would be to their intereft to have the land ma- 
nured, and not lie wafte, that they might have 
fome tribute from it: and gave them vineyards and 
Jiclds at the fame time, as their own property, to 
drefs and cultivate, and receive the advantage of 
them; tho’ very probably a tax was laid upon 
them ; or they were to pay tribute to the king of 
Babylon, or however, contribute out of them to 
the fupport of the government that was placed 
over them ; and this was a happy incident in their 
favour; here was a ftrange change of circumftances 
with them; tho’ the nation in general was in di- 
{trefs;, they who before had nothing, are now pro- 
prietors of vineyards and fields, when the former 
owners were carried captive: there might be much 
of the juitice of God confpicuous in this affair ; 


{uch who had been opprefied, and ill ufed by the: 


rich, are now retaliated with their poffeffions. The 
Targum is, ** and he appointed them to work in 
*¢ the fields and in the vineyards in that day.” 

y. 11. Now Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon gave 
charge concerning Feremiah. to Nebuzaradan the cap- 
tain of the guard, &c.] Of whom he had heard, 


by one or another of his generals or officers ; who» 


had been informed by thofe Yews that deferted to 
them, that Yeremiah had prophefied of the taking 
of the city by the Chaldeans ; had advifed the peo- 
ple to fall off to them; and had even exhorted 
the king and princes to furrender up the city, and 
themfelves, unto them; and that he had fuffered 
much on this account; wherefore the Lord put 
it into the heart of this monarch, otherwife not 
at all difpofed to the prophets of the Lord, to 
fhew regard to him; and therefore when he fent 
Nebuzaradan upon an expedition to Ferufalem, he 
gave him a particular charge concerning Yeremiab : 
Jaying, as follows: 

¥. 12. Take him, and look well to him, &c.| Take 
him out of prifon; take him under your imme- 
diate care ; receive him kindly, and ufe him hu- 
manely ; provide every thing neceffary for him, 
and let him not want for any thing: or, fet thine 
eyes upon bim™; look pleafantly at him, and let 
him be always under your view and infpection ; 
treat him not with neglect and contempt, but fee 
to it that nothing is wanting to him: end do him 
no harm; no injury to his perfon, by beating, im- 
prifoning or ftarving him; nor fuffer any to be 
done to him, by the common foldiers, or by his 
own people : but do unto him even as be foall fay 
unto thee ; let him have whatever he afks for: this 
was great favour from an heathen prince indeed, 
and more than he met with frorn his own country- 
men. 

y¥.13. So Nebuzaradan captain of the guard fent, 
&c.] ‘When he -was come to Ferufalem, one ' 
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the firft things he did, was, he fent a meffenger or | 
ameflengers to the court of the prifon where Yere- 
muah was, to bring him from thence ; and this he 
did. not alone, but with the reft of the princes, 
who had the fame charge, and were joined in the 
commiffion with him: two of them are mentioned 
by name, Nebufhajbban-rabforis and Nergal-jharezer- 
rabmeg ; the latter of thefe is manifeftly one of 
the princes that firft entered Feru/alem, at the taking 
of it, ¥. 3. and perhaps the former is the fame with 
Sarfechim-rabjaris, as Fitilerus” thinks, mentioned 
at the fame time, who might have two names; un- 
lefs we fuppofe there were two perfons in the fame 
office: ad all the king of Babylon’s princes ; fo that 
great honour was done to the prophet, to have 
them all charged with this commiffion from the 
king; and to be fent unto, and for, by them) 
all. 

¥.14. Even they fent and took Feremiah out of the 
court of the prifon, &c.) Where he was, when| 
Ferufalem was taken, ch. xxxviii. 28. and where he) 
remained until this order came: and committed bim | 
yinto Gedaliah the fou of Abikam the fon of Shaphan, 
the father of this perfon feems to be the fame who | 
iaved Feremiah from being delivered into the hand 
of the people, to be put to death by them, in Ze- | 
boiakim’s reign, ch. xxvi. 24. and he himfelf was. 
doubtlefs a prince. of Fudab, that deferted to the 
Chaldeans during the fiege, and was in efteem with 
them, and appointed a governor over thofe that 
were left in the land: now what is here recorded, 
was not done immediately after Feremiah was taken 
out of the court of the prifon; for however it 
was, whether thro’ the multiplicity of bufinefs, or 
the neglect of inferior officers, who did not attend 
to the charge the captain of the guard gave them 
concerning Jeremiah ; tho” he was taken out of 
prifon, he was bound in chains, and carried among 
the captives to Ramah; where, very probably, Ne- 
buzaradan \ooking over his prifoners, to his’ great 
{urprife finds the prophet among them; when he 
releafed him, and, after fome difcourfe with him, 
fent him to Gedaliah; fee ch. xl. 1—5: that he 
yhould carry him home, or, to the houfe® , either to 
the houfe of Gedaliah, as Kimchi, or rather, to the 
houfe of Feremiah in Anathoth: fo be dwelt among 
the people ; that were left in the land, being at full 
liberty. 

y¥.15. Now the word of the Lord came unto Fe- 
remiah while he was fout up in the court of the prifon, 
&c.] This prophecy was before the taking of the 
city, and after the prophet had been took out of 
the dungeon by Eded-melech , tho’ here inferted after 
the city was taken; and that to fhew the great re- 
gard the Lord has to fuch who fhew favour to his 
prophets; for tho’ we have no account of the ac- 
complifhment of this prophecy, there is no doubt 
to be made of it; and that Eded-melech was faved 
from the general deftruétion, as is here predicted : 
faying, as follows : 

y¥. 16. Go, and {peak to Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, 
&c.] Not that the prophet was to go, or could 
go, out of prifon, to deliver this mefiage to Hbed- 
melech ; but that he fhould, as he had opportunity, 
acquaint him with it ; either by writing to him, or 
by word of mouth, when he fhould vifit him ; 
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for no doubt he fometimes did, having fo great 4 
refpect for the prophet: /aying, thus faith the Lord 
of hofts, the God of Ifrael, whomt Ebed-melech, tho? 
an Lthiopian, ferved ; being a profelyte, and a 
good man; and therefore would liften unto, and 
believe what came from, ‘him : debold, I will bring 
my words upon this city for evil, and not-for good ; 
meaning the prophecies delivered out by Feremiab; 
which Lbed-melech was no ftranger to, thefe fhould 
be accomplifhed snot what promifed good, on con- 
dition. of repentance and amendment; but what 
threatened evil'to the city, and the inhabitants of 
it, even the deftruGtion of them: and they thall de 
accomplifhed in that day before thee, fignifying, 
that he fhould live till then, and his enemies would 
not be able to take away his life; and that he 
fhould fee with his eyes, all that was predicted, ac- 
complifhed ; and he himéelf fafe amidft all this. 

¥. 17. But I will deliver thee in that day, Jaith 
the Lord, 8c.) As from the famine and_pefti- 
lence, fo from the fword of the Chaldeans, and 
from all. the evil that fhall come upon the tity in 
the day of its deftruction: and thou fhalt not be 
given into the band of the man of whom thou art 
afraid, for tho’ he was-a ‘bold and intrepid man, 
as appears by his charging the princes and prime- 
minifters of ftate, with having done evil to the 
prophet, and that’ in the prefence of the king ; 
yet at times he was not without his fedrs, which 
is the cafe of the beft of men; and whereas he 
knew the courtiers owed hima grudge, for the 
freedom he took with their characters before the 
king, and for his friendfhip to ‘feremiah, he might 
fear they would feek to do him a mifchief, and 
contrive his ruin, in fome way or another; but 
here he is affured he fhould not be given into their 
hands; or rather, as Yarchi, into the hands of 
the Chaldeans ; for, as he believed in the Lord and 
his prophet, fo he knew that all that was predicted 
would certainly come to pafs, and that the city, 
with the king, his nobles, and the inhabitants of 
it, would fall into the hands of the Chaldeans; he 
might tremble at the righteous judgments of God, 
and fear that he himfelf would become a prey 
unto them, but here he is affured of the con- 
trary. 

y. 18. For I will furely deliver thee, &c.] Or, 
in delivering will deliver thee, this is a repetition 
and confirmation of what is promifed in the pre- 
ceding verfe, and more fully explains it: and thou 
foalt not fall by the fword, by the fword of the 
Chaldeans, when the city fhould be taken, as: he 
feared he fhould: dut thy life fhall be for a prey 
unto thee; fhall be fafe; be like a prey taken out 
of the hand of the mighty, and be enjoyed beyond 
expectation, having been given up for loft; and 
therefore matter of the greater joy, fuch as is ex- 
preffed at the taking of fpoils: decaufe thou haft 
put thy truft in me, faith the Lord.’ ‘The Targum 
is, in my word, what he had done in ferving the 
prophet, and other good actions, fprung from a 
principle of faith and confidence in the Lord; 
and this the Lord had a refpect unto; without 
which works are not right; and without which it 
is impoffible to pleafe God with them ; and which, 
faith may be, and be true, where fears are. 
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a WA HIS chapter treats of the releafe of ‘fere- 
remiab, and the care taken of him; of the 
gathering of the princes and people of the Fews 
to Gedaliah, appointed their governor, difperfed 
about Yudea, and other countries; and of a con- 
fpiracy againft him, of which information was given 
him. The releafe of Feremiah, where, and by 
whom, ¥. 1, 2, 3, 4. the liberty granted him to go 
to Babylon, or ftay in Judea, as he thought fit; 
and if he chofe the latter, is advifed to go to 
Gedaliah appointed governor, or where he would ; 
and is difmiffed with food, and a reward, ¥. 4, 
5, 6. upon which he went and dwelt with Gedaliah, 
y¥.7. to whom alfo the captains of the difperfed 
forces joined themfelves, to whom he fwore, and 
bid them be of good cheer; and exhorted them 
to ferve the Chaldeans, which he urged from the 


profit of it to them, and by his: own example, 


¥. 8,9, 10. and to whom alfo gathered the Jews 
in other countries, ¥. 11, 12. by the captains he 
is informed of a confpiracy again{t his life, and 
one of them offers to deftroy the confpirator, which 
Gedaliab would not agree to, difbelieving the in- 
formation, ¥. 13, 14, 15, 16. 


¥. 1. The word which came to Feremiah from the 
Lord, &c.] The word of prophecy, as the Zar- 
gum; but there being no prophecy in this and the 
following chapter, only a narration of facts, this 
is generally referred to what came ten days after, 
and which begins ch. xlii. 7. fo Farchi and Kimchi , 
all between being included in a parenthefis, or a 
relation of facts preparatory to lead on to it; tho’ 
Abarbinel takes it to be a general title to all hifto- 
ries and prophecies in this book from henceforward, 
to the end of it. ‘archi and Kimchi make men- 
tion of a Midra/b, which refers it to the fpecial 
word of the Lord to Jeremiah to go to Gedaliah, 
y. 5. interpreting that paflage as the words of the 
Lord, and not of Nebuzaradan; but Abarbinel’s 
fenfe feems beft. The time of this prophecy was 
after that Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard had 
let him go from Ramah; which was a city in the 
land of Benjamin near Gibeon, feven miles trom Fe- 
vufalem, as Ferom *{fays; here Nebuzaradan had 
his rendezvous, whither he brought his captives as 
they fell into his’ hands, among whom were Fere- 
miah: when he had taken him; out of the court 
of the prifon, and out of Yerufalem, and brought 
him to Ramah: bound in chains, among all them 
that were carried away captive of Ferufalem and Ju- 
dah, that were carried away captive unto Babylon , 
how it came to pafs is not certain, but fo it was ; 
that, tho’ by the orders of Nebuzaradan and the 
princes, agreeable to the command of the king of 
Babylon, Feremiah was taken out of the court of 
the prifon, yet was not fet free; but without the 
knowledge of Nebuzaradan, and thro’ the inadver- 
tency of inferior officers, he was taken and bound, 
and with other prifoners brought to Ramah, in or- 
der to. be tranfported to Babylon, which lay in the 
way to it; for Ramab was to the north of Feru- 
falem, as Babylon was: thefe, chains were for the 
hands, or what we-call hand-cuffs, as Kimchi, Abar- 
binel, and Ben Melech obferve, and as appears from 
¥. 4. 
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¥.2. And the captain of the guard took Feremiah, 
&c.] When he muftered his prifoners, to his 
great furprife he found the prophet among them, 
whom he took out from them, and fet him free ; 
tho’ before he difmiffed him, he had the following 
converfation with him: and {aid unto him, the Lord 
thy God bath pronounced this evil on this place; the 
city of Ferufalem, from whence the prophet, and 
the reft of the captives were juft brought, and 
which now lay in ruins; the houfes burnt; the 
walls broken down; and the inhabitants {poiled 
and carried captive. This was the evil which the 
Lord, he fays, had decreed, as the Targum renders 
it; had purpofed to bring upon it; and which he 
had declared and pronounced by the mouth of 
Jeremiah, whofe Lord God he was, being his pro- 
phet, and a worfhipper of him : this Nebuzaradan 
was apprifed of by the Fews that deferted to the 
Chaldeans ; and particularly, as is probable, by 
Gedaliab. 

¥.3. Now the Lord hath brought it, and done 
according as he bath faid, &c.] As he: purpofed, 
fo it came to pafs; as he foretold by his prophet, 
fo it was brought about by his providence. This 
heathen captain acknowledges the hand of the Lord 
in all this; and fuggefts, that his mafter, the king 
of Babylon, himfelf, and the reft of the generals, 
were only inftruments the Lord made ufe of ; which 
is very pioufly, as well as wifely faid; and more is 
here acknowledged by him, than by the Fews them- 
felves; who were not willing to believe that God 
had determined evil againft shi or would bring 
it on them; at leaft, this they did not care to be- 
lieve and own before, whatever they did now; he 
goes on to obferve the caufe of all this: decaufe ye 
have finned againft the Lord, and have not obeyed 
his voice, therefore this thing is come upon you; mean- 
ing not ‘eremiah particularly, but his countrymen ; 
and perhaps he might turn himfelf to, and addrefs 
the captives that were before him. Here he vin- 
dicates the juftice of God; and afcribes the ruin 
of this people, not to the valour of Nesuchadnez- 
zar and his captains; nor to the ftrength, and 
courage, and {fkilfulnefs of his army; or to any 
righteoufnefs and merits of the king of Babylon ; 
or to the juftnefs of his caufe; but to the fins of 
the people. 

¥. 4. And now behold, I loofe thee this day from 
the chains which were upon :thine bands, &c¢.) Or 
rather, ave; for when he faid thefe words, it is 
highly probable they were on him, tho’ now or- 
dered to be taken off; thefe were not what were 
put upon him by the Fews, when in the court of 
the prifon; for rather, his legs, than his hands, 
would have had fetters on them there ; but what 
were put upon him by the Chaldeans, when he fell 
into their hands; tho’ inadvertently done by the in- 
ferior officers, and without, the knowledge of the 
princes, or of this captain, who loofed them; with 
thefe he came manacled to Ramah, with the reft 
of the captives, but now were loofed in the fight 
of them: if it feem good unto thee to come with _ 
me unto Babylon, come, and I will look well unto 
thee; or, I will fet mine eyes upon thee“; as the 
king of Babylon had ordered him to do, ch. xxxix. 
12. would favour him, protect him, prvi) for 

im, — 
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him, and. vfe him in the moft kind and. genetous 
manner: dut if it feem ill unto thee to come with me 
to Babylon, forbear, if it was not agreeable to him 
to leave his native country,, and to go into Babylon, 
he would not urge it, but leave him:to his liberty ; 
yea, would advile him to continue where he was, 
and not take one-ftep out of it: debold, all the 
land is before thee ;, the land of Fudea; which was 
at the difpofal. of the king of Babylon; and. Fere- 
miab has, a-grant from him by his officer, to, fettle 
where he pleafed:: whither it feemeth good and con- 
venient for thee to go, thither go; he left him to 
take his own way, and do as he thought fit; and 
this agrees with his majter’s orders to him, ch. 
XXXIX,! 12. 

¥. 5: Now while be was not yet gone back, he 
faid, go back aljo to Gedaliah, &c.| Thefe words, 
by different verfions, are made difficult to be un- 
derftood, both whofe words they are, and of whom 
they are fpoken. archi makes them to be words 
of God,, and, the fenfe this, ‘* and by all this, he 
“* (Jeremiah) had no mind to return ;.and God 
“ {aid to him, go back to Gedaliab.” According 
to the Tangum, they are the words of Nebuzaradan, 
which paraphrafes them thus: ‘‘ if thou wilt not 
< return (that is, with him to Badyloy, or rather 
“© to Ferufalem, or, belt. to his own. native: place) 
“¢ or if thou wilt not dwell (that is, in this -place) 
* go back to Gédeliah.” But of whom they are 
fpoken, interpreters differ. Some fay of Zedekiah, 
as Cocteius; while he (Zedekiah), does not return, 
that is, to, ferufalem; which, pofibly he might, 
tho” as yet not determined by the king of Badylon, 
in the mean while is bid to go to Gedaliah, appointed 
governor. Others of Gedales thus, while he (Geda- 
Hiab) does not return, but ftays at Aizpah, go ta 
him thither. Tho’ it feems beft to underftand it 
of Jeremiah, who having had leave from the cap- 
tain, did not immediately fet out any where ; but 
feeming to be at a lofs which way to go, Nebuza- 
radan gives him his advice; that feeing he did not 
care to go to Babylon, that he would go to Geda- 
liah, the fon of Abikam, the fon of Shaphan, whom 
the king of Babylon had made governor over all the 
cities of Judah, and dwell with him among the peo- 
ple; this was one of the princes of Fudab, who 
during the fiege went over to the Chaldeans, and 
who was in great efteem with them; and being, 
no doubt, recommended to the king of Babylon by 
his generals, he made him governor of the land 
wnder him: or go wherever it feemeth convenient 


unto thee to go; tho’ he gave him his advice, he 


did not prefs it, but left him at full liberty to take 
his own way, and go into what part of the land 
he-pleafed, and fettle in it: /o the captain of the 
guard gave him vittuals, and a reward, and let him 
go; the prophet was juft come out of prifon, and 
deftitute of the neceffaries of life, and the land was 
laid wafte by the enemy; and therefore he could 
not have fubfifted without a fupply, which was li- 
berally given by the captain; not only food for 
prefent refrefhment, and fufficient for his journey, 
which way foever he took, but a prefent of money, 
or cloaths, or both; which was very kind ufage 
of a prophet, by an heathen officer. 

¥. 6. Then went Jeremiah to Gedaliah the fon of 
Abikam to, Mizpab, &¢.) A city in the tribe of 
Benjamin, not tar front Remathon , which, as Fo- 
Jephus fays, was about forty furlongs from feru- 
falem. ‘Feremiah took the captain’s advice, tho’ it 
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might have becn Berter with him; had he gone 
along with him to Babylon; but he chofe rather 


to dwell im his.own land, and fuffer affliction with 


the people of God, than to dwell at eafe in a fo- 

feign and idolatrous land: and dwelt with him 

among the people that were left in the ladd; among 

the poor people that Nebuzeradan left, who dwelt 

oa at Mizpab, or at. dnathoth, and lived as they 
id. ) 

¥. 7. Now when all the captains of the forces 
which were in the fields; 8c.] Not the captains of 
the king of Badylon’s forces, but the captains of 
the king of Fudab’s forces ; who either during the 
fiege had lurked in the fields and villages; not 
daring to fall upon the Chaldean army, or attempt 
to raife the fiege ; or rather, who fled with Zede- 
kiah from. Ferufalem, whem the city was taken, and 
who deferted him; when he was apprehended, and 
fhifted for themfelves, and were difperfed about in 
the country, where they continued for fome little 
time: but when they and their men; their fervants, 
or rather the common foldiers that were under 
them : heard that the king of Babylon had made Ge- 
daliah the fon of Abikam governor in the land ; his 
viceroy, or deputy-governor in the land of Judea; 
being a prince of confiderable note among the~ 
Jews, and in high favour with the king of Baby- 
lon: and had committed unto him men, and women, 
and children, and of the poor of the land, of them 
that were not carried away captive unto Babylon; 
even as many men, women, children, and poor, 
as were left in the land; and not carried captive ; 
thefe were all committed to the care of this prince; 
to rule over and govern them; to keep them in 
fubjection to the king of Babylon; to employ them 
in cultivating the land, from whence fome profit 
might arife to the conqueror and new proprietor 
of it. 

x..8. Then they came to Gedaliab to Mizpab, 
&c.} Waving heard that the Chaldean army was 
gone, and fo were in no fear of that; and alfo 
that Gedaliah was made deputy-governor, one of 
their own nation, a pious, prudent, good man, a 
man of ingenuity, mildnefs, and integrity, under 
whofe government they might expect to live com- 
fortably ; and which was much preferable to cap- 
tivity in a foreign country, tho’ tributary to Bady-. 
lon : even Ifhmael the fon of Nethaniah ; who was of 
the feed royal, ch. xli. 1: and Fohanan and Fona- 
than the fons of Kareab; two brothers, but who 
they were, or their father, is not known; no men 
tion being made of them, but in this ftory: and 
Seraiah the fon of Tanhumeth ; who he was, is alfo 
uncertain: and the fons of Epbai the Netopbathite ; 
fo called from Netophah, a city of the tribe of Fu- 
dab near Bethlebem, and are mentioned together, 
Ezra ii: 22. Neb. vii. 26. the Netophathites inha- 
bited feveral villages, 1 Chron. ix. 16: mention is 
made in the A4G/nic ‘ writings, of artichokes and 
olives this place was famous for: and Fezaniah the 
fon of a Maachathite ; a family fo called from Maa- 
cha; Caleb’s concubine, 1 Chron. ii. 48: they and their 
men; thefe generals, and the forces under their com- 
mand, 

¥. 9: And Gedaliah, the fon of Abikam; the fon 
of Shaphan, fware unto them, and to their men, &c.} 
They might exprefs their fears, that fhould they 
continue with Gedaliah, as they were inclined to 
do, could they be fafe ; that feeing they had en- 
couraged Zedekiah to hold out the fiege to the lait 
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againtt thé Chaldeans, and theytfhould hear where 
they were, would demand them, and they fhould 
be taken and delivered up, into their hands;: upon 
which Gedeiah not only promifes them: fafety, but 
fwears to them, that they fhould live fafely with 
him, and never be delivered;up to: the'Chaldeans, 


FLERE M LAH, Chixi.¥.10—1g 


in’all other neighbouring countries, befides Mead, 
Ammon, and Edom; fome fleeing one way, and, 
fome another, which lay neareft*to their borders, 
or where they thought themfelves fafeft » when 
they beard that the king of Babylon bad left a vem- 
nant of Fudab; a few of their brethren, to cultivate 


and that he would undertake to indemnify them, 
and preferve them:: . faying, fear not. to ferve the 
Chaldeans ; as if it was an evil to do it; or as if 
their yoke was hard and intolerable; or as if it 
would be unprofitable,.and*turn to no: account ; 
or they-fhould be. alwayszin danger of their lives : 
dwell in the land, and ferve. the king of Babylon, and 
it fhall be well. with.you ;.fettle in the land, and 
don’t rove about from place to place like fugi- 
tives » nor go out of the land through fear of the 
king of Babylon, but; continue in it, and live in 
fubjeétion to. him, and. depend .upon it» you «will 
live comfortably and fafely. 

¥. 10. As for me, 1 will dwell at Mizpab, to 
ferve the Chaldeans that come. unto us, 8cc.| Here 
he urges his own example, as before their welfare, 
to engage them to dwell.in the land, and ferve 
the Chaldeans ; this was what he had determined 
to do, and had fixed upon Mizpch, ‘a frontier- 
town, and in the way to.Babylon, as a proper feat 
of refidence for him, as a governor under the king 
of Badbylen: .to ferve the Chaldeans, or, to fiand 
before them" ; that fhould come to him as mefien- 
gers from the king of Babylon, to receive: tribute, 
or bring orders to him ;: all) which he-would take 
care of, as well as be an advocate for the Jews, 
and plead on their behalf, for favours to be be- 
itowed on them; and particularly for thefe gene: 
rals and their forces, that they might be pardoned, 
and dwell {ately in the land: -he fuggefts, that they 
need not trouble themfelves about thefe things, all 


the land, and repeople it: and that be had fet over 
them Gedaliah, the fon of Ahikam, the fon of Sha~ 
phan; whom, they knew to be a wife and go 
man; thefe were engaging motives’'to them, to 
return’ to their own land, being more defitable to 
live in than any other, could they enjoy peace and 
fafety ; and to dwell with their brethren, | their 
own countrymen, and. of the fame religion with 
them, was more eligible, than to dwell in’ foreign — 
idolatrous countries; and -efpecially, fince there 
was a government eftablifhed to’ proteét and de-— 
fend them, and‘that in the hands of fo worthy a- 
prince as Gedaliah. ar 

yv. 12. Even all the Fews returned from all places 
whither they were driven, &c.] Thro” fear of the 
Chaldean army ; they came all of them from the 
feveral countries before-mentioned; fo that here was 
like to be a happy fettlement, and a flourifhing 
commonwealth again; here being princes and ge- 
nerals, foldiers and common people, in large num- 
bers, that were returned and coalefced under the ~ 
government of Gedalich: and came to the land of 
Fudab,'to Gedaliab unto Mizpah; they came out 
of the feveral countries where they had been for 
fome time, and entered the land of Fudab; but 
did not take up their abode any where, till they 
had prefented themfelves to the governor, and put 
themfelves under his protection; promifing, no 
doubt, to regard him as fuch, and to be tributary 
to the Chaldeans; being affured by him, as the ge- 
nerals and their forces before, that all would be 


affairs of this kind he would take upon himfelf to 


tranfact ; fo that they would, have nothing to fear, 
nor any thing to do, but as follows: but ye, ga- 


ther ye wine, and fummer-fruits, and cil, that*is, 


‘grapes to make wine of, and olives to make oil 
of, and fummer-fruits,.fuch as figs and apples. 
The Targum interprets it. lumps of figs; and fo 


Ferchi; tor fruits of trees. are meant, and not 


fruits of the earth, as corn and wheat ; for both 
barley and wheat-harvefts were over before this 
stime; the city being taken sin Fu/y, and a month 
after that, Nebuzaradan came and carried off the 
captives, and Jeft the poor with Gedaliab, ap- 
pointed governor. 


fummer. And put them in your veffels ; cafks, bot- 
tles, and: fuch like veffels, fuitable to the things 
mentioned, and which were in common ufe, in 
order to be laid up for winter; and as they ufed 
to do in times of peace, not fearing any enemy 


It may be rendered, autumnal 
its”; for th d fienifie 
fruits”; tor the word fignifies autumn, as well as 


well with them, giving them free liberty to fettle 
in the cities and villages to which they belonged ; 
and accordingly they fet out from Mizpab, and 
went to their refpective habitations they had aban- 
doned: and gathered wine and fummer-fruits very 
much , fee on ¥. 10. the people of the land being 
carried captive; and the Cha/dean army not having 
ravaged thefe parts, or however had left an abun- 
dance of fruits, which thefe people at their return 
found, and gathered. ' 

y. 13. Moreover, -Fohanan the fon of Kareah, 
&c.] Who feems to be the principal captain next 
to I/-mael, againft whom an information is brought, 
and fo not prefent ; this captain is here only men- 


or that had been in the fields, and probably might 


rator: thefe came to Gedaliah to Mizpah they had 


tioned by name, and before next to Ybmael: and _ 
all the captains of the forces that were in the fields, — 


be there again; fee y. 7. that is, the reft of them, — 
befides ‘obanan mentioned, and J/hmael the confpi- 


.to come and take them from them: and dwell in 
your cities which ye have taken; not by: force of 
arms, or as they pleafed; but which they had held 
in poffeffion formerly as the: inheritances of their 
families, and which they had lately re-affumed, 
or might however enter upon the quiet 'poffef- 
fion of. 

¥- 11. Likewife, when all the Fews that were in 
Moab, &c.| Who had fled thither, and to the 
places after-mentioned, when the king of Babylon 
firft invaded. the land, and where they had:conti- 
nued unto this time: and among the Ammonites, 
and in Edom, and that were in all the countries ; 


been with him before, and being fatisfied by him 
of the fafety they would be in, in the fervice of ° — 
the Chaldeans, under him, either returned to the 

fields from whence they came, or went to thofe — 
cities and villages he directed them to; ‘but like — 
honeft and faithful men, knowing there was a 

confpiracy againit his life, came in a body to in | 
form him of it, for the greater certainty of it; as 
judging he would be more ready ‘to give heed unto 
it, than if only a fingle perfon had informed him | 
of it, as well as to fhow their affection and 
to him. Sag v inde, Tou ERE ePRNeE © 
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x. 14, Aud faid unto him, dof thou certainly know, 
&c.} Not that they thought he did know, or that 
the thing was fo flagrant that he muft know it; 
but that he might be affured of the truth of it, 
from the information they were now about to give 
him: or, deft thou not in knowing know * ; it: is 
moft certainly true; and thou mayeft depend upon 
it, that it is real matter of fact: shat Baalis the 


- 
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had to make ‘to him, which’ it was not proper 
fhould be publickly' made’: ‘Jef’ me go, I pray thee, 
and I will flay I>mael the fon of ‘Nethaniah, and no 
man foall know it, that he had flain him, or that 
Gedaliab had given him leave to do it: wherefore 
Joould he flay thee, that all the Fews that aré ga- 
thered unto thee fhould be feattered, and the remnant 
in Fudah perifo ? faggefting, that it was not barely 


king of the Amimonites, bath fent Imael the fon of\his lofing his own life, whichis, and ought to 


Nethaniah to flay thee? very probably Thmael, with 
the forces under-him, fled to the king of the Ammon- 
ites upon the taking of Feru/jalem’,; who out of ill- 
will to the Jews, always bore them by the Ammonites, 
envying their re-eftablifhment under Gedaliab, and 
hoping to make a prey of them if their governor 
was removed, moved it to this young prince. to 
difpatch him ; and who might be forward enough 
to undertake it, being difpleafed that Gedaliah 
fhould be governor, which he might think was 
an office he had a better right to, being of the feed 
royal ; and therefore readily agreed to be fent on 
this bloody errand, to take away the governor’s 
life: or, to fmite him in the foul; or to fmite his 
foul »; that. is, to give him a mortal blow, his 
death’s wound, to feparate foul and body: but Ge- 
daliah the fon of Abikam believed them not, being a 
good man, and knowing he had done nothing to 
difoblige him, could not believe a perfon of fuch 
birth and dignity would ever be guilty of fuch an 
action: very likely J/mael had behaved in a very 
princely, complaifant manner, and had exprefled 
a great affection for the governor, and had been 
very familiar with him, and being of the feed 
royal, it is highly probable Gedaliab had fhown a 
diftinguifhed regard to him, which he might think 
was the reafon of this charge being brought againft 
him, out of envy to him; however, fince it came 
from fuch a body of men, tho’ he was not over 
credulous, yet he ought to have enquired into it, 
and provided for his own fafety, and the public 
good, againft the worft that might happen. 
¥. 15. Then Fohanan the fon of Kareah fpake to 
Gedaliah in Mizpah fecretly, &c.| Partly that he 
might, as he thought, more eafily prevail upon 
him, and perfuade him to believe the information 
given; and partly for the fake of the propof{al he 


be, precious to every man, and fhould be care- 
fully preferved, but it would be a public lofs ; the 
people, being without a governor, would difperfe 
here and there, fearing théir own lives and: pro- 
perty would not be fafe under a murderers; and 
that the Chaldeans would be fo incenfed by fuch an 
action, as to come and revenge his death on them; 
and-thus being fcattered’ about, fome one way, and 
fome another, would be ‘no more under any form 
of government as a body politic, and fo ‘perith as 
fuch, at leaft ; and thus all their hopes, which be- 
gan to revive, of their being a commonwealth 
again, would be loft : with this argument ‘foha- 
nan hoped to prevail on'Gedaliah, to give: him 
leave to flay the confpirater. 

¥. 16. But Gedaliab the fon of Abikam faid unto 
Fohanan the fon of Kareah, &c.] In anfwer to his 
requeft, and the motion made by him: thou fhalt 
not do this thing, or, donot do this thing *; dif 
fuading him from it, as being unlawful to take 
away a man’s life in fuch a fecret manner, without 
any legal procefs againft him; though it feems to 
carry more in it, that he laid his commands upon 
him not to do it, and threatened him if he did: 
for thou fpeaketh falfly of Ifomael, or a lie*; a 
falfhood, a mere calumny; which was not ufing 
Yohanan well, neither kindly nor genteelly, who 
had expreffed fuch a concern for him, and for the 
public good. The event, related in the following 
chapter, fhows that the information was good, and 
that it was no lie or calumny that was told ; and 
it would have been well for Gedaliah, and the people 
of the Fews, had he given credit to it ; but the time 
was not come for the Fewi/h commonwealth to be 
reftored ; and things were thus fuffered to be, for 
the further punifhment of the fins of that people. - 


C.HVA. PL. XLT. 


r [ HIS chapter relates the event of the confpi- 

racy againft Gedaliah, Fobanan and the princes 
had informed him of, to which he gave no credit; 
but it proved true. An account is given of the 
murder of Gedaliah, and of the ews and Chaldeans 
with him ; and of the perpetrators of it, ¥. 1, 2, 
3. and of the chief of them, J/bmael’s treacherous 
dealing with fourfeore men that came from feveral 
parts to the houfe of God to offer facrifice, who 
all perifhed by his hands, excepting ten, ¥. 4—9. 


and of the reft.of the people at Mizpah being car- 


ried away, in order to be captives among the Am- 
monites, ¥. 10, and of Febanan, and the reft of 
the captives, hearing of all this, and coming out 
to fight with J/>mae/ ; upon which the people de- 
ferted him, and he fled to the Ammonites, y. 11, 
12, 13,14, 15. and of Fobanan and the people 


ayn y TT nonne cognofcendo cognofces, Pagninus, Montanus. 


fettling in the way to Egypt, to flee there om occa= 
fion, fhould the Chaldeans fall on them for what 
was done to the governor, which they feared, y. 
16, 17, 18. 


y. 1. Now it came to pafs in the feventh month, 
&c.] The month Ti/ri, which anfwers to part of 
our September, and part of Oéfober ; according to 
the Fewifh » chronicle, it was on the third day of 
this month, fifty-two days after the deftruction of 
the temple, that Gedaliab was flain ; on which day 
a faft was kept by the Yews, after their return 
from captivity, on this occafion, called the faft of 
the féventh month, Zech, vii. 5. and viii. 19. tho’ 
according to Kimchi and Ben Melech, this event 
happened on the firft day of the month, the be- 
ginning of the new year; but the faft was “a 

t 


yY ws snon> ut percutiat animam tuam, 


Muniter ; te in’anima, Pagninuss fecundum animam, Pifcator ; ad percutiendum te (quoad) animam, Schmidt. 
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the day following, becaufe the firft day was a fefti- 
val. “Fofephus « fays, it was thirty days after 7o- 
banan had departed from Gedaliah, having given 
him information of the confpiracy againit him : 
that Jbmael the fon of Nethaniah, the fon of Elifha- 
ma, of the feed royal; not the fom of king Zede- 
kiah, but one of the remoter branches of the fa- 
mily ; whether Eli/bama his father, was the fame 
with £li/bama the {cribe, is not certain, ch. XXXvi. 
12, 20. the fews have a tradition, that he de- 
fcended from Yerabmeel, whofe wife Atarah, was 
the daughter of an heathen king, and was a pro- 
felyte, which Kimchi on the place relates ; {fee 
1 Chron. ii. 26, 41. this circumftance, of his be- 
ing a-kin to the royal family, is mentioned, to 
fhow that he envied the governor, and bore him 
a grudge for the honour he had, thinking that he 
had a-better title to it, as being of the feed royal: 
and the princes of the king, even ten men with him , 
fome of the nobles of Zedekiah, who fled with him 
from. Ferufalem, and deferted him when he was 
purfued and taken, and ever fince had remained in 
the land; even ten of \thefe joined, with J/bmae/ in 
the confpiracy again{ft Gedaliah, whom. they bore 
an ill-will to, for going over to the Chaldeans, and 
envying the power he was now poffefied of. Some 
think thefe were ten ruffians, befides the princes 
of the king, fince it. may be rendered, aad the 
princes of the king, and ten men with kim; whom 
Thmael and the princes took with them, ,as fit. per- 
fons to affaffinate the governor ; and befides, it is 
thought that eleven men were not fufficient to flay 
the ews and the Chaldeans, as afterwards related ; 
tho’ it may be obferved, that J/bmael, and thefe 
ten princes, did not come alone, as it can hardly 


be imagined they fhould, but with a number of 


fervants, and foldiers with them: thefe came unto 
Gedaliah the fon of Abikam to Mizpah; they had 
been with him before, to whom he had fwore, and 
given them affurance of fecurity; and they de- 
parted from him to their refpective cities, feem- 
ingly fatisfied; and now return, to pay him a 
friendly vifit, as they pretended: .aud there they did 
eat bread together at Mizpah; had a feaft, and 
kept holiday together, it being a new moon, the 


firft day of the month, and the beginning of the ! 


new year too; fo that it was a high feftival: and 
perhaps this feafon was fixed upon the rather, to 
cover their defign, and to perpetrate it ; pretending 
they came to keep the feftival with him, and who, 
no doubt, liberally. provided for them; for bread 


here is put for all provifions and accommoda- | 


tions. 

¥. 2. Then arofe lhmael the fon of Nethaniah, and 
the ten men that were with him, &c.] After they 
had eat and drank well, they rofe up from their 
feats at table: and fmote Gedaliah, the fon of Abi- 
kam, the fon of Shaphan, with the fword, and flew 
him; they all drew their fwords and thruft at him, 
and were affifting in the murder of him; tho’ it 
is probable, that it was Jbmae] that gave him the 
mortal wound, fince the phrafe, and flew him, is 
fingular. Fofephus * fays, that Gedaliah prepared a 
fplendid table; and made a fumptuous entertain- 
ment for them, and being drunk himfelf, which 
they obferved, took the opportunity and flew him, 


and all at table with him: whom the king of Ba- 


bylon had made governor over the land, which is 
mentioned, both to aggravate the crime théy were 
guilty of, and to obferve the reafon of it, and 
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what it was that prompted’ them 'to ic; for fo the 
words may be rendered, becauje the king 
had made bim governor over the land*. ds 

¥..3, Ifbmael alfo flew all the Fews that were 
with bim, even with Gedaliah at Mizpah, Se.) 
Not only thofe that were at table, but that were 
in the city alfo. Yo/ephus ‘ fays, that having flair 
thofe that were at the feaft with him, he went out 
in the night, and: flew all the ews in the city, 
and the foldiers that were left by the Babylonians 
in it; but this cannot be underftood of all the in- 
dividuals there, or of the main body of the peo» 
ple, for they were carried captive by him, yes 
but of thofe that oppofed him, or were able te 
avenge the death of their. governor, .and he might 
fufpect would do it: and the Chaldeans that were 
found there, and the men of war 5 Or, even the men 
of war®; this defcribes more particularly who they 
were that were flain, thofe of the. Fews, and. efpe+ 
cially the Chaldeans, who. were, in military fervice ; 
either. the life-guards of the governor, or the city- 
guards, or both, whom Jbmael. thought it advile- 
able to cut off, left they fhould: fall upon him; 
and revenge-the death of Gedaliah, and prevent 
his further defigns, I + : 

¥. 4. And it came to pals the fecond day after be 
had flain Gedaliah, &c.] ‘Lhat.is, the day follow- 
ing, for it was in the night, as ‘fo/epbus relates, as 
before obferved, the murder was committed : and 
no man knew it; not any out of the city, or in re- 
mote parts; for thofe that were in the city muit 


‘be fenfible of it; but as yet, the report of it had 


not reached the neighbourhood,. and much lefs di- 
{tant parts; this is obferved on account of the fol- 
lowing ftory, and to fhew how. eafily the perfons 
after-mentioned were drawn in by J&mael. 

¥. 5. That there came certain from Shechem, from 
Shiloh, and from Samaria, &cc.| Places in the ten 
tribes, and which belonged to the kingdom of 
T/rael, fo that it feems even at this diftance of 
time, tho’ the body of the ten tribes had been 
many years ago carried captive, yet there were ftill 
fome religious perfons remaining, and who had a 
great regard to the temple-worthip at Ferufalem: 
even fourfcore men, having their beards fhaven, and 
their clothes rent, and having cut themfelves; as 
mourners for the deftruction of Ferufalem, and the 
captivity of the people. The two firft of thefe 
rites, fhaving the beard, and rending of clothes, 
were agreeable to the law; but that of cutting 
themfelves, their flefh with their nails, or knives, 
was forbidden by it, Lev. xix. 28. Deut. xiv. r. 
fo that thefe people feemed to have retained fome 
of the heathenifh cuftoms of the places where they 
lived; for the king of Afyria had placed colonies 
of heathens in Samaria, and the cities of it, 2 Kings 
XVii, 24, 29, 30, 31: thele came with offerings and 
incenfe in their hands, a meat-offering made of fine 
flour, as the word fignifies ; and incenfe, or frank- 
incenfe, which ufed to be put upon fuch an offer- 
ing, Lev. ii 1: to bring them to the houfe of the 
Lord, but the temple was now deftroyed ; - 
fore either they thought there was.a tabernacle or 
fanctuary erected at Mizpab for divine fervice and 
facrifice; or they intended to offer thefe offerin 
on the {pdt where the temple of Je 


‘erufalem ; 
and where they hoped to find an altar, if only of 


earth, and priefts to facrifice ; tho’ the Fewi/h com- 


mentators, Farchi and Kimchi, obferve, that when — 


they firft fet out, they had not heard of the de- 
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ftruction of the temple, but heard of it in the 
way ; and therefore came in a mourning habit ; 
but before knew nothing of it; and therefore 
brought offerings with them, according to the for- 
mer; but according to the latter, they had heard 
before they fet out of the deftruction of Feru/alem, 
and the captivity of the people; but not of the 
burning of the temple, until they were on their 
journey. 
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thefe hidden treafures, which lay in his way to 
Ammon, for between Gideon, where he was found, 
¥. 12. and Ammon, lay Samaria, Sichem, and Shilob 5 
at leaft it was not far out of his way to take that 
courfe ; and thus he appears to be a covetous man 
as well as a cruel one, > 

¥.9. Now the pit wherein Imael had caft al. 
the dead bodies, &c.] _ Not only of thofe feventy. 
men of Samaria, 8&c. but of the men whim be had : 


¥.6. And Ifpmael the fon of Nethaniah went forth | flain becaufe of Gedaliah  becaufe of their attach- 


to Mizpah to meet them, &c.] Hearing there was 
fuch a number of men upon the road to Feru/alem, 
in fuch a habit, and upon fuch a defign, he thought 
it advifeable to go out and meet them, and ftop 
them, and decoy them into the city, and there de- 
ftroy them ; left if they fhould have got any hint 
of what had been done by him, they fhould fpread 
it, and raife the country upon him, before he had 
executed his whole defign: weeping all along as be 
went ; pretending equal concern for the deftruction 
of the land, city and temple, as they had: and it 
came to pafs as be met them, when he came up to 
them, and fome difcourfe had paffed between them : 
he [aid unto them, come to Gedaliah the fon of Abi- 
kam; as if he was alive, and for whom he had a 
great refpect, and whofe character was well known 
to thefe men; and thought that this would be an 
inducement to come along with him : this he faid 
either to try them, whether they had heard any 
thing upon the road of the death of him; or as 
an argument to come into the city, fuggefting the 
governor would gladly receive, and liberally enter- 
tain them. This looks as if their defign was not 
to come to Mizpab, but te go on their way to 
Ferufalem ; had they not been met with by him, 
and had he not thus folicited them. 

¥.7. And it was fo, whem they came into the midft 
of the city, &c.] Where Gedaliah’s houfe was, to 
which he invited them; and as they went in, he 
fhut up the court, as Yofepbus" fays, and flew 
them, as it here follows: that [hmael the fon of 
Nethaniah flew them, and caft them into the midjt 
of the pit; when he had flain them, the fourfcore 
men he had enticed into the city, except ten of 
them, he caft their dead bodies into a pit near at 
hand: he, and the men that were with him: I/bmael 
and the ten princes, with what fervants they brought 
with them; thefe were all concerned in the death 
of thefe men. 

¥.8. But ten men were found among them, that 
faid unto Ifbmael, flay us not, &c.] They begged 
for their lives, ufing what follows as an argument 
to prevail upon him: for we have treafures in the 
field, of wheat, and of barley, and of oil, and of 
Loney; not that they had then a ftock upon the 
ground at this time; for this being the feventh. 
month, not only the barley and wheat-harvefts had 
been over long ago, but the reft of the fruits of 
the earth were gathered in: but this either means 
ftore-houfes of fuch things in the field; or elfe, 
that thefe things were hid in cells under ground, 
the land having been invaded, to fecure them 
from the enemy, as is common to do in time of 
war; and fo Yofepbus fays *, they promifed to de- 
liver to him things hid in the fields, houfhold- 
goods, clothes and corn: fo he forbore, and flew 
them not among their brethren ; but faved them, and 
kept and carried them with him, in order to take 
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ment to him: or, dy the band of Gedaliah *; not 
by him, as an inftrument; unlefs, as Farchi ob- 
ferves, becaufe he rejected the advice of Fochanany 
and provided not for his fafety, and his people, 
it was as if they were, flain by him'; rather the 
fenfe is, that they were flain by the fide of him, 
or in the place where he was, or along with him” 
fee a like phrafe in ch. xxxviii. 10. now both the 
one and the other were caft into one pit: and this 
was that which Afa the king had made for fear. of 
Baafha king of Ifrael,; which was either a ditch 
that was caft up againft the wall that went round. 
the city; or a large pit or well in the midft of ity 
to hold water in it; and this was made by king. 
Afa, either when he built and fortified Mizpab, 
1 Kings xv. 22. or, as the Targum here, when Baa/ba 
king of J/rael befieged it; which he made that he 
might be provided for with water during the fiege 5 
or to hide himfelf in it, or ftop the enemy from 
proceeding any further, fhould he enter: and Js 
mael the fon of Nethaniah filled it with them that 
were flain, which fhews it-rather to bea pit or 
well within the city, than a ditch about it; fince 
it was filled with the flain, with thofe that were 
flain with Gedaliab, and thofe feventy other per- 
fons ; and by which he made the well ufelefs to 

the inhabitants hereafter. / 
y¥. 10. Then Ihmael carried away captive ail the 
refidue of the people that were in Mizpah, &c,] 
All that were not flain by him, that remained after 
the flaughter he had made, chiefly the unarmed peo- 
ple; they being men of war who fell by his fword : 
even the king’s daughters; whether they were the 
daughters of Zedekiah, Feboiachim or Fehoiakiny, 
fays Kimchi, we know not; but it is moft likely 
that they were the daughters of Zedekiah the laft 
king, and who was juft taken and carried cap- 
tive ; and fo Jo/epbus " exprefsly calls them; thefe 
the king of Babylon regarded not, becaufe they 
could neither fight, nor claim the kingdom ; only 
the fons of the king, whom he flew before his 
eyes; tho’ it may be thefe were not his daughters 
by his lawful wife, but by his concubines, and. fo 
were not properly of the royal family, and lef 
regarded: and all the people that remained in Miz- 
pah, whom Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard 
had committed to Gedaliah the fon of Abikam; that 
were not flain, or carried captive by the Chaldeans ; 
but were left at Mizpab, under the care.and go- 
vernmient of Gedaliah: and Ifbmael the: fon of Ne- 
thaniah carried them away captive; fo that thofe 
who efcaped one captivity, fell into another, and 
even by the hand of one of their own countrymen: 
and departed to go over to the Ammonites 5 he went 
from Mizpab with thele captives, in order to carry 
them to the king of Ammon, and make them his 
flaves; who had put him upon this enterprife out 
of hatred to the ‘ews, and to enrich himielf with 
their 
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their fpoils. Some render it, #0 go over with the 
Ammonites ° which they fuppofe the ten men to 
be that came along with him and the princes, to 
commit the barbarities they did. 

¥. 11. Bat when Fobanan the fon of Kareah, &c.] 
The fame that is mentioned ch. x]. 8, 13, 15. and 
who had informed Gedaliah of IJ/bmael’s defigns 
againft him, but he would not believe him: and 
all the captains of the forces that were with him; 
his brother Yonathan, Seraiah, the fons of Ephai 
and fezaniab, ch. xl. 8: heard of all the evil that 
Yhomael the fon of Nethaniah bad done ; in murder- 
ing Gedaliah, and thofe that were with him, de- 
ftroying feventy other perfons he had decoyed, and 
carrying captive the reft of the people at Mizpab ; 
for tho” Jhmael kept all this ‘a fecret as much as he 
could, for fear of thefe forces, and that he might 
get off clear to Ammon, yet by fome means or 
another thefe captains came to hear of it, who 
probably were not at a great diftance from Mizpab. 

y. 12. Then they took all the men, &c.] All 
the foldiers that were under their command ; this 
they did at once, believing the report to be true, 
as they had reafon to do; fince they knew of J/h- 
mael’s defigns, and had given notice and warning 
of them to Gedaliah, tho’ he would not liiten to 
them: and went to fight with I/bmael the fon of Ne- 
thaniah , refolving to give him battel, and to re- 
venge the innocent blood he had fhed, and refcue 
the captives out of his hands he was carrying to 
the Ammonites: and found him by the great waters 
that are in Gibeon, taking this road to the country 
of Ammon, tho’ it was not quite the direct road ; 
either to avoid the forces of Ychanan,; or rather 
for the fake of the hid treafure at Shechem, or Shi- 
Toh, or Samaria, the ten men had promifed him 
for their lives. Thefe great waters were the fame 
with the pool at Gibeon, where the fervants of 
Thbofoeth, and the fervants of David met, and fat 
one on one fide, and the other on the other; and 
where twelve young men on each fide flew one 
another, and from thence called He/kath-hazzurim, 
2 Sam. ii. 12—16. and the Targum calls it, ** the 
** pool of many waters, which were in Gideon.” 
Fofepbus® calls it, a fountain in Hebron; which 
perhaps fhould be read Gibeon. 

¥.13. Now it came to pafs, that when all the 
people which were with Ifbmael, &c.| ‘That is, 
thofe which he had brought captives from Mizpahb ; 
not thofe that came with him thither: /aw Fobanan 
the fon of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces 
that were with him, they were glad, looking upon 
them as their deliverers; hoping by their means to 
be preferved from being carried captives to the 
king of Ammon. 

¥. 14. So all the people that Ifbmael had carried 
away captive from Mizpab caft about, &c.] Or 
turned about, and wheeled off from J/bmael, and 
deferted him at once; not at all regarding his au- 
thority, nor fearing his menaces, or his power ; 
being in fight of the captains and their forces, they 
were determined to join, and put themfelves under 
their protection, knowing them to be their friends, 
and that they came to deliver them :° and returned, 
and went unto Fohanan the fon of Kareabh;, turned 
their backs on J/hmael, and marched direétly to 
Fohanan, and the captains of the forces under 
them. : 

¥.15. But Ibmael the fon of Nethaniah efcaped 
from Fokanan with eight men, &c.] Of the ten he 
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brought with him, ¥. 1. two of them being flain ~ 


in this fkirmifh, or taken by Fobenan, or they fled 
another way : ond went to the Ammonites, whoh 
put him upon, or however encouraged and affifted 


‘him in, his wicked attempts ;. tho’ he returned) to 


them not according to their wifhes, nor) with) chat 
honour and glory he thought to,|haye done... 
¥. 16. Then took Fohanan the Jon of Koreab and 
all the captains of the forces that. were. with bim, 
&c.] After bmael had made his efeape, whom 
they did not think fit to purfue, and the people 
had committed themfelves to their care and pro- 
tection; and having brought them to Mizpab 
again, they took them from thence, as follows: 
all the remnant of the people whom he had recovered 
from Ifomael the fon of Nethaniah from Mizpab, after 
he had flain Gedaliah the fon of Abikam; thote whom 
he had refcued from J/bmael, and had returned to 
Mizpab, he perfuaded to go with him from thence ; 
who are more particularly defcribed, as follows : 
even mighty men of war, and the women, and the 
children, and the eunuchs, whom be had brought again 
from Gibeon, or men, even men of war%,; warlike 
men, foldiers; by which it appears, that Jémael 
muft have more than ten men with him when he 
came to Mizpah, as well to do what he did there, 
as likewife to carry away {uch a number of captives, 
among which were mighty men, men of war, fome 
of whom he had flain, befides women and children, to 
which are added ewnuchs, not mentioned before, fuch 
as the king of Fudab had in his court; fee ch.xxxviii. 
7. but thefe were of no account with the Chaldeans ; 
and therefore they left them behind with the poor 
of the land, perhaps Eed-melech might be among 
them, whofe jatety and protection is promifed, be- 
caufe of his kindnefs to Feremiah, ch. Xxxix. 15— 

18. The Targum calls them, princes: thefe were 
brought back by Yohanan trom Gibeon, where he 
met with Jbmael, to Mizpah; from whence they 
had been carried, and whom he took from thence 
again. ‘ 

2; 17. And they departed, &c.) From Mizpab, 
Yohanan and the captains of the forces, and all the 
people refcued from J/bmael: and dwelt in the ha- 
bitation of Chimbam, which is by Bethlehem, {o called 
perhaps trom Chimbam the fon of Barzillai the Gi- 
leadite, to whom David or Solomon might give this 
place to dwell in, 2 Sam. xix. 37. 1 Kings ii. 7. 
The Targum is exprefs for the former, calling it, 
‘* the habitation which David gave to Chimbam 
*¢ the fon of Barzillai the Gileadi¢e ;” and as it 
was near Bethlehem, it might be a part of the pa- 
trimony which belonged to David as a fon of Fefle 
the Bethlebemite,; which he might give to Chimbam 
out of refpect to his father Barzillai, who fhewed 
kindnefs to him when he was obliged to flee from 
Abjalom,; which, tho’ it returned to David’s fa- 
mily in the year of jubilee, as all inheritances did, 
yet might continue to be called after the name of 
Chimham, in commemoration of the royal grant 
of it to him. ‘o/ephus' calls the name of the 
place, Mandra. ‘The reafon why Fchanan and thofe 


with him pitched on this place was, becaufe it lay 


in the way Zo go to enter into Egypt, where they had 
an inclination to go; having ftill a friendly regard 
to that people, and a confidence in. them, as ap- 
pears by fome following chapters; and that they 
might be ready and at hand to flee thither, fhould 
the Chaldeans come againft them, which they 
feared. 
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« Ya8. Becaufe of the Chaldeans, &c.) . Which 


claufe fome think fhould have been joined to the 
preceding verfe. ‘This is a reafon given why they 


departed from Mizpah, and dwelt at the habitation 


of Chimbam in the way to Egypt; and which is 
explained in the next words: for they were afraid 
of them, at leaft, this they pretended, that the 
Chaldeans would come upon them, and cut them 
off, and revenge themfelves on them: decaufe Ih- 
mael the fon of Nethaniah had flain Gedaliah the fon 
of Abikam, whom the king of Babylon made governor 
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to hear that the vice-roy or deputy governor of the 
king of Babylon was flain in this manner; and ftill 
more fo, as there were many Chaldeans flain with 
him ;, but there was no reafon to believe that the 
king of Babylon would carry his refentment againft 
the ews with Yohanan, or take vengeance on them, 
who had fo bravely appeared again{t the murderers, 
and had refcued the captives out of their hands : 
this feems only a pretence for their going into 
Egypt , for tho’ they were promifed fafety in Fu- 
dah by the prophet Feremy, yet they were ftill for 


in the land no doubt it was provoking to them, | going into Agypt, as the following chapters thew. 


GH We Peo KBIL: 


'T HIS chapter contains a requeft of the ews | of their own inability to pray for themfelves, and 
__ to Jeremiah to pray to the Lord for them] of their unworthinefs to call God their God ; and 
to direct them, and the Lord’s anfwer to it.. The} as if they had an high opinion of the prophet, as 
requeft is made by the captains and all the people, ; having an intereft in God, and great power with 
¥.1, 253. which Feremiab undertook. to prefent to! him in prayer, whom he could not well deny any 
the Lord, ¥. 4, they promifing, to go according thing:. even for all. this remnant; this poor -rem+ 
to the direction that fhould be given, ¥. 5, 6. After nant, this handful of people, left of the fword, fa- 
ten days an anfwer is returned, and the prophet) mine, and peftilence, left in the land by\the Chal- 
calls the captains and people together to hear it, | deans, and who had efcaped the cruelty of Tfomael s 
¥.7, 8. the purport. of which was, that if they | and for whom it. might be hoped the Lord would 
continued in the land of Judah, it would be well  ftill have a regard, fince he had fo mercifully and 
with them, and they would be fate, ¥..9, 10, 11, 12. | wonderfully. preferved them : for we are left but a 


but if they went into Egypt, they fhould die by 
the fword, famine and peftilence, and be a curfe 
and a reproach, and never fee their own land more, 
y. 13—18. they are charged with diffimulation and 
difobedience, ¥. 19, 20, 21. and the chapter is 
concluded with an affurance of their perifhing by 
the above judgments in the place they were de- 
firous of dwelling in, y. 22. 


y.1. Then all the captains of the forces, &c.] 
Having taken up their refidence at the habitation 
of Chimham, in their way to Egypt, where they 
were defirous of going, and being afraid of the 
Chaldeans, as they pretended: and Yohanan the fon 
of Kareah; or, even Fohanan +; efpecially and par- 
ticularly he, the principal captain and chief fpokef- 
man in this affair: and Jezaniab the fon of Hofhaiab , 

. faid to be the fon of a Maachathite, ch. xl. 8: and 
all the people, from the leat even unto the greatef, a 
phrafe expreffive of the univerfality of them in 
the ftrongeft terms: came near, that is, to Fere- 
miab ,; who either was at Mizpab when Gedaliab 
was flain, but preferved by the Lord; and tho’ 
carried captive by Jhmael with the reft, was refcued 
by Yohanan; and now along with him: or rather 
after he had been with Gedaliah at Mizpah, and 
made a fhort ftay there, he went to Anathoth, and 
there abode till now; and when Yohanan took 
thofe that were left at Mizpah, he gathered toge- 
ther all the reft of the Fews in different places to 
him, in order to go to Egypt, and among the reft 
the prophet Feremiah ; for it can hardly be thought, 
had he been at Mizpah when Ibmael was there, 
he would have efcaped without a miracle. 

1.2. And faid unto Feremiah the prophet, &c.] 
That is, fome one of them, as the mouth of the 
whole body, very probably Yohanan: let we be- 
feech thee, our Jupplication be accepted before thee, 
they treat the prophet with great refpect, and are 
very humble and fubmiflive, as if they were very 
hearty and fincere in their requeft: and pray for us 
unto the Lord thy God , as it they were confcious 


few of many, as thine eyes do bebold us the number 
of the people had been very large, but by the 
judgments of the fword, famine, and peftilence; 
and captivity, they were greatly reduced; here 
| was their whole number before the prophet;’ his 
eyes beheld them, and the condition they were in: 
this they faid to move his compaffion, and very 
likely to fuggeft to him, how improbable it was, 
that they fhould ever be able to continue in their 
own land; but that it would be better to put them- 
felves under the protection of a neighbouring na- 
tion, Egypt, whither they were:inclined: to go; and 
hoped to have a word from the Lord by the pro- 
phet, to direct them thither. . 
¥. 3. That the Lord thy God may fhew us the. way 
wherein we may walk, &c.}) Not the way of their 
duty as to religious worfhip, or their moral con- 
verfation, which was the way of God’s command- 
ments, and had been fhown them,, and’ they knew 
it; but which way they fhould fteer their courfe 
for their fafety ; they had departed from Adizpab 
of themfelves, and had taken up their dwelling at 
Geruth-chimbam,; in the way to. Egypt; whither they 
had fet their faces, and where their hearts were, 
only they wanted the Lord’s fan¢tion for it, pre~ 
tending they would be directed by him: aud the 
thing that we fhould do, the fteps they fhould take 
in order to proceed; and what they fhould do 
before they quitted their own country; and went 
into another. 
¥. 4. Then Feremiah the prophet faid unto them, 
I have heard you, &c.} He took notice of what 
they faid to him, and found himfelf difpofed to 
comply with their requeft, and readily granted it : 
bebold, I will pray unto the Lord your God, accord- 
ing to your words ; be an interceflor for them; ufe 
his intereft with his God, and their God; and, on 
account of relation, might expect to be heard; 
whom he would humbly intreat to direct what they 
fhould do, as they defired: and it fhall come to pa/s, 
that whatfoever thing the Lord fhall anfwer you, I 
will declare it unto you; I will keep nothing back from 
: 043 
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‘jon; but faithfully make known the whole mind 


and will of God, juft as it is delivered, be it in 
what way foever: and tho’ it is not expreffed, he 
might fuggeft that he had fome doubt on his 
mind, whether they would obey it, or no; and 
that he expeéted they would be open and free in 
declaring themfelves on that point; fince he had 
fo readily complied with their requeft, and was de- 
termined to act the faithful part to them; hence 
the following reply : 

¥.5. Ihen they faid to Feremiab, the Lord be a 
true and faithful witnefs between us, &c.] Which 
is the form of an oath; a folemn appeal to God, 
as a witnefs to what they were about to fay, and 
to the fincerity of their hearts in it; who is true 
to his word, and faithful to his promifes and threat - 
nings; and who bears a true and faithful tefti- 
mony, and will do what is juft and right ; and yet 
thefe people never intended to perform what they 
promifed; which is a moft fhocking piece of athe- 
ifm in a profeffing people; and who, at this very 
time, could not but obferve the judgments of God 
upon their nation, city and temple: if we do not 
even according to all things for the which the Lord 
thy God fhall fend thee to us; they promife to do 
every thing the Lord fhould fignify by the pro- 
phet, as his will, and if they did not, with the 
fevereft judgments of God might fall upon them. 

y.6. Whether it be good, or whether it be evil, 
&c.] Not morally good, or evil; for nothing 
but what is good, and not evil, in this fenfe, can 
come from God; but whether pleafantly or pro- 
fitably: good or evil; whether agreeable or difagree- 
able, pleafing or difpleafing, advantageous or not ; 
whether it feemed to them good or evil, be it what 
it would in their opinion and efteem: we will obey 
the voice of the Lord our God, to whom we fend 
thee ; this was well fpoken, had they been fincere 
in it; and had they implored and depended on the 
grace of God to have enabled them to obey; but 
they fpoke not in the uprightnefs of their hearts ; 
and did they, it was with too much confidence of 
their own ftrength, and the power of their free- 
will: that it may be well with us, when we obey the 
voice of the Lord our God; they {poke as if they 
knew their own intereft ; for fo it was, that it was 
well or ill with thofe people, as they obeyed or 
difobeyed the voice of the Lord; and yet they 
acted not according to it; and what was worle 
ftill, did not intend it. What a wretched fcene of 
hypocrify is here ! 

x. 7. And it came to pafs after ten days, that the 
word of the Lord came unto Feremiah.| Abarbinel 
thinks it was on the tenth day of the feventh month, 
the day of atonement, that the anfwer was re- 
turned ; but it is clear from the context, that it 
was ten days from the time the ews applied to 
the prophet to enquire of the Lord for them, and 
he promifed ‘to do it, that this word. came from 
the Lord to him; not that he was praying all this 
while, as fome think ; but having fpread the cafe 
before the Lord, he waited for an anfwer; which 
was deferred, that it might have the greater weight 
with it when it came; and that it might appear 
that it was not of the prophet himfelf, a device of 
his own; and chiefly ‘this was to mortify thefe 
people, who were impatient of an anfwer; and 
whofe hypocrify the Lord knew; and whofe dif 
obedience he forefaw ; and therefore did not think 
fit to give the anfwer directly, but keep them in 
fufpence.a while, 


§y3D5 naman Spm ut cadere facerem preces veltras coram ipfo, Schmidt. 
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¥. 8. Then ralled be Fobanan the fon of Kareab, 
&c.] That is, Jeremiah, as foon as he had re- 
ceived the anfwer from the Lord, called to ¥e- 
hanan, who, after the death of Gedalizh, was a 
perfon of the greateft authority, and had the com- 
mand of the people, to come unto him, and hear 
what it was: he either called to him vocally and 
by name; or he fent a proper mefiénger to him, 
to meet him at fome convenient place, to receive 
it; and not him only, but a/l the captains of the 
forces which were with him, and all the people, from 
the leaft even unto the greateft, they were all con- 
vened together, as it was proper they fhould, to 
hear the word of the Lord; and the rather, fince 
they all joined in a requeft to the prophet, x. 1. 

¥.9. And faid unio them, thus faith the Lord the 
God of Ijrael, &c.] That had chofen Jrael; had 
a favour for that people, and beftowed many blef- 
fings on them, and continued in a covenant-rela~ 
tion to them; and therefore what he faid thould 
be regarded by them. This preface is made by 
the prophet, to fhew that what he was about to 
fay was not of himfelf, and in his own name; but 
was from the Lord, and who bore a good-will to 
them; and therefore whatever he faid fhould be 
taken in good part, and as what was beft for them : 
unto whom ye fent me, to prefent your fupplication 
before him; or, to-caufe your /upplication to fall be- 
fore him*; to make it in the moft humble and 
fubmiffive manner ; and which carries in it other 
arguments to engage them to obey the word of the 
Lord he brought to them; both becaufe they had 
fent him to the Lord on this errand, to get a 
word from him; and by him had intreated him 
for it, in the moft fuppliant manner. The word 
from the Lord follows : 

¥. 10. If ye will fill abide in this land, &c.} In 
the land of udea, their native country, where 
they had always lived, and where they continued 
when their brethren were carried captive; and yet 
they thought of going out of it, which the Lord 
knew ; and therefore to encourage them to abide 
in it, and not think of departing into Egypt; that 
if they would take up their refidence in it, and 
determine to continue there, he thus promifes them: 
then will I build you, and not pull you down, and 
I will plaut you, and not pluck you up; that is, 
they fhould be firm and ftable, happy and profper- 
ous; and abound with all kind of bleffings, and 
increafe in numbers, wealth and riches. The me- 
taphors are taken from building houfes, and plant- 
ing fields and vineyards: for I repent me, of the 
evil that I have done unto you; not that he had 
done any unjuft'thing to them; or that he changed 
his mind. concerning them; but that he had com- 
paffion on them, and would change his way and 
courfe of providence towards them, according to 
his unchangeable will. 

y.11. Be not afraid: of the king of Babylon, of 
whom ye are afraid, &c.] Left he fhould revenge’ 
the. death of Gedaliah upon them, which was a 
groundlefs fear; fee ch. xii: 18. or that they thould 


-be dealt hardly with by him, and be’ crueli “op= 


preffod, and notable to live in fubjeétion to him 5. 
fee ch. xl. 9: be not afraid of him, faith the Lord; 
who being omnifcient, knew they were and 


omnipotent, a greater King than the kihg of Ba-~ 


bylon, the King of kings, they had no reafon to 
fear any thing from him, fince they were unde 
his protection: for Jam with you to fave you, and 


to deliver you from bis hand; from his avenging ; 
a. 
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and; oppreffing hand ; tho’ they. were not to. be de- 
livered>as .yet.from fubjection to him,, or being 
tributaries.to him ; which they might.be,,.and.yet 
dwell.in peace.and fafety.. . 
po¥. 12. Aud 1will foew. mercies. unto you, &c,] 
Beftow.bleflings of goodnefs..upon them, out of 
pure mercy, and compaffion, to; them, and not ac- 
cording to their merits ;. or. L.will:caufe. others. to 
fhow mercy to them, even the king of Babylon, .as 
follows :.God {hows mercy.tormen, when -he ftirs 
up the compafiion of others towards them: that 
he may bave mercy upon you, and not avenge the 
death. of. Gedaliah, or any way cruelly opprefs 
them, but: fhew them all the favour they ‘could 
with for, or expect under fuch.a government, and 
in fuch circumitances ; giving them vineyards. and 
fields, and allowing them to gather the fruits of 
them, and enjoy them: and caufe you to return to 
your own land ; this is faid, not of the captives.in 
Babylon, as Kimchi and Abarbinel, fince thefe were 
not to return till feventy years were ended and 
when they did, it was not by the order and direc- 
tion of the king of Babylon, but of the king of 
Perfia: this is faid of thofe, who from the time 
that Yerufalem had been befieged, had deferted 
their houfes and fields, but fhould have liberty 
to return to them; or of thofe, who more lately 
had been carried captive by //mael, from the places 
- where they had fettled, but fhould be returned to 
them again, and live peaceably and comfortably 
there, under the government and_protection of the 
king of Babylon. 
¥. 13. But if ye fay, we will not dwell in this 
lend, &c.] Or continue any longer in it, but go 
into Egypt: neither obey the voice of the Lord your 
God; or, fo as not to hearken to or obey, &c%. for 
they did not fay in fo many’words, that they would 
not obey the voice of the Lord; they had promifed 
they would; but refolving, againft his declared 
will, that they would not abide in the land, but 
go into Egypt, was interpretatively faying they 
would not obey his voice. 
¥. 14. Saying, no, but we will go into the land of 
Egypt, &c.] It was all one as if they had faid, 
no, we will not obey the voice of the Lord, to 
continue in our own land; we are determined to 
‘go into Egypt, induced by the following reafons : 
where we foall fee no war, either inteftine, or with 
a foreign enemy ;: as both of late in their_own 
land, and which they feared would be again ; but 
promifed themfelves exemption from both in the 
land of Egypt, and therefore.coveted to dwell there: 
nor hear the found of the trumpet, neither hear of 
wars, nor rumours of wars; not the found of the 
trumpet in the armies of the enemy, or among 
themfelves, to gather together and prepare for bat- 
tel; or, as Farchi thinks, the found of the trum- 
pet, blown by the watchman, giving, notice to the 
people of the approach of an enemy : or have 
hunger of bread; as they had had whilft Zudea was 
invaded, and Ferufalem befieged, and a foreign 
army in the land; and tho’ they had no reafon to 
fear this now, yet they thought they fhould be 
‘more out of the danger. of it in Egypt, a fruitful 
country, overflowed by the Nile: and there will 
‘we dwell, in peace, profperity, and fafety: this 
was their refolution, to go and abide there; and 
is their confidence, that fuch would be their 
happy ftate. 
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¥.15. And. now therefore hear the word of. the 
Lord, ye remnant of Judah, 8c.) A fmall remnant 
indeed, a few that were left.in the land; who ought 
therefore to have admired the diftinguifhing good- 


nefs of providence, in preferving them in it; where 
they fhould have continued, and made ufe of their 
privilege, to the glory of God, and their mutual 
good: thus faith the Lord of hofts, the God.of If- 
rael; the Lord of armies above and_ below, the 
Lord God omnipotent, and fo able to protect them 


in their land ; and who had a, peculiar favour to 
J/rael, and ftood in a particular relation to them, © 
and therefore would do it, of which they had no 
reafon to doubt ; but difobliging him, what judg- 
ments might they not expect? if you wholly fet 


your faces to enter into Egypt ; are refolved upon it, 
and are actually engaged in it; turning their faces 
from Judea towards Egypt, and obftinately purfuing 


it, nor can be reclaimed from it: the phrafe ex- 


preffes their refolution, impudence, and obitinacy: 


and go to fojourn there ; to be fojourners and ftran- 
gers there, as their fathers had been before; the 
remembrance of which was enough to fet them 
againft going into Egypt any more. 

¥. 16. Then it fhall come to pafs, &c.] That the 
feveral judgments following fhould come. upon 
them: that the fword which ye feared, fhall over- 
take you there in the land of Egypt; that is, the 
fword of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, which 


they feared they fhould fall by in Fudea; this fhould 
come after them in Egypt, and there overtake them, 


as it did; Egypt being deftroyed by the king of 
Babylon, as it was foretold it fhould, ch. xlvi. 25, _ 
26: and the famine whereof you were afraid, foall 


follow clofe after you there in Egypt; the famine 


they were afraid would come upon them in Fudea, 
fhould purfue them, overtake them, feize on them, 
and cleave unto them; in Egypt; thus the evils 
they thought to efcape, by moving from one 
place, fhould befal them in another; there’s no 
fleeing from the prefence, power, and hand of 
God: and there ye foall die; either by the fword, 
or by famine, or by peftilence, as in the following 
verfe. 

y. 17. So foall it be with all the men that fet 
their faces to go into Egypt to fojourn there, &c.] 
Not all that went into £gypf, but all that were re- 
folutely fet upon it; that were obftinately bent to 
go there, and did go, contrary to the exprefs com-_ 
mand of God; for otherwife there were fome that 
were forced to,go again{t their wills, as Jeremiah, 
Baruch, and no doubt others : . they fhall die by the 
frword, by the famine, and by the peftilence, three of 
the Lord’s fore judgments ; fome fhould die by 
one, and fome by another, and fome by a third ; 
all fhould die by one or the other: and none of 
them fall remain or efcape from the evil that I will 
bring upon them that is, none of thofe who wil- 
fully, and of their own accord, went down to 
Egypt ; they all perifhed there, none could efcape 
the hand of God, or the evil he determined to 
bring upon them; which is to be underftood of 
the above judgments. 

y. 18. For thus faith the Lord of hofts, the Ged 
of Ifrael, &c.| See the note ony. 15: as mine an- 
ger and my fury hath-been poured forth upon the in- 
habitants of Ferufalem, Jike.a large hafty fhower of 
rain; or rather like melted metal, which fuddenly 
and fwiftly runs, and fpreads itfelf, and burns and 

. » confumes 
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confumes with a violent heat ; fuch was the wrath | 
of God on Ferufalem, in the deftruétion of it by 
the Chaldeans: fo foall my fury be poured forih upon 
you, when ye foall enter into Egypt, as foon as they 
had well got there, quickly atter they were fettled 
there ; for it was in the time of the then prefent 
king of Egypt, Pharach Hophra, and by the then 
prefent king of Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar, that the 
deftruction of Egypt was, in which thefe Fews fuf- 
fered: and ye foall be an execration, and an aftonifh- 
ment, and a curfe, and a reproach ; men fhould be 
aftonifhed at the hand of God upon them, reproach 
them for their fins ; and when they made any 
imprecation on themfelves, it would be in this 
form, if it be fo, let the fame calamities come upon 
me as upon the Fews in Egypt: and ye fhall fee this 
place no more; and fo their cafe would be worfe 
than their brethren in Babylon; who, after a term 
of years were expired, would return to their own 
land, which thefe would never fee any more. 

¥. 19. The Lord hath faid concerning you, O ye 
remnant of Fudab, &c.| Or, unto you”, by the 
mouth of the prophet: or, againff you™; that 
which was contrary to their inclination and will, 
as follows: go ye not into Egypt ; this was the ex- 
prefs command of God: know certainly that I have 
admonifbed you this day; not to go into Egypt: 
or, have teftified unto you’ , the will of God, con- 
cerning this matter; and therefore they could not 
plead ignorance. 

¥. 20. For ye diffembled in your hearts, &c.] Did 
not honeftly and faithfully declare their intentions ; 
they faid one thing with their mouths, and meant 
another in their minds; they pretended they would 
act according to the will of God, as it fhould be 
made known to them by him, when they were de- 
termined to take their own way. Some render it, 
ye have deceived me in your hearts” , the prophet, 
fo Kimchi; by that which was in their hearts, not 
declaring what was their real intention and defign : 
or, ye have deceived your fouls+, you have deceived 
yourfelves, and one another; I have not deceived 
you, nor the Lord, but you have put a cheat upon 
your own fouls: or, you have ufed deceit againft 
your fouls*, to the hurt of them, to your prefent 
ruin, and everlafting deftrution : when ye fent me 
unto the Lord your God, the prophet did not go of 
himfelt, they defired him to go: faying, pray for 
us unto the Lord our God; to be directed in the 
way they fhould go; fo that the prophet did no- 
thing but what they defired him to do: and ac- 
cording to all that the Lord our God foal! fay, fo de- 


ial ie lee ae 


HIS chapter contains the anfwer of the 

princes and people to the prophet’s meflage ; 
arelation of their going into Egypt; and a pro- 
phecy of the deftruction of that land. The per- 
fons that gave the anfwer are defcribed, fome by 
name, and all by their character; and the time of 
their giving it is mentioned, in which they charge 
the prophet with a falfhood ,; impute the whole to 
an inftigation of Baruch, and an ill defign of his, 
and fo were difobedierit to the command of God, 
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clare unto us, and we will do it ; they preffe 
to a faithful declaration of the will of God to 
them, and promifed ‘they would aét according to 
it. Now he had done all this ; he had been with 
God, prayed unto him as they requefted, and had 
brought them his mind and will, and made a 
faithful relation of it, and yet they did not attend 
to it; fo that the deceit was not in him, but in 
them, as follows : 

¥. 21. And now I have this day declared it unto 
you, &c.] The whole will of God, and had not 
kept back any thing from them: ut ye have not 
obeyed the veice of the Lord your Ged; or, ye will 
not obey*; the prophet knew they would not obey 
the command of the Lord, not to go into Egypt, 
either by his. converfation with them, during the 
ten days the anfwer of the Lord was deferred, by 
which he plainly faw they were determined to go 
into Egypt ; or by their countenances and behavi- 
our, while he was delivering the Lord’s meflage 
to them; by what he obferved in them, he knew 
what was faid was not agreeable to them, and that 
their mind was to go into Egypt: or he had this, 
as others think, by divine revelation ; tho’ without 
that he knew the caft of this people, and what a 
rebellious and difobedient people they were, and 
had been, never obeying the voice of the Lord: 
nor any thing for which he hath fent me unto you ; 
not any one particular thing refpecting this prefent 
affair; nor indeed any of his prophecies had they 
regarded, with which he had been fent to them 
before. 

y. 22. Now therefore know certainly, 8c.) Or, 
in knowing know *; they might aflure themfelves 
of this, that it would certainly come to pafs, and 


moft juftly and defervedly ; fince it was at their . 


own requeft the prophet fought the mind of the 
Lord for them, and had faithfully related it to 
them, and they had promifed to obferve it; where- 
fore fhould they go into Egypt, as their inclination 
feemed to be entirely that way, they muft expect 
what follows : that ye fball die by the fword, by the 
famine, and by the peftilence, by one or other of 
thefe, or all of them; fome by one, and fome by 
another, as before threatened ; evils they thought 
to efcape by going thither, but which fhould furely 
follow them, and overtake them: in the place whi- 
ther ye defire to go and to fojourn; that is, in Eygpt, 
to which they had a {trong inclination, where they 
greatly defired to be, pleafed themfelves with the 
thoughts of, and which they chofe of their own 
will and pleafwre for their habitation. he 
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¥. 1, 2, 3, 4. and went into Egypt, and carried all 
with them, of every rank, age, and fex, and ev: 

Baruch, and the prophet too, and came to Ta 

panbes, the feat of the kings of Egypt, ys 5, 6, 7 
upon this a prophecy is delivered out, concerning: 
the deftruction of that country, which is fignifie 
by a. fymbol explained; the perfon, the | nf 

ment of it, is mentioned by name, Nebuchac 
zar king of Babylon, the devaftation he 
make, is exprefled by flaying with the fword 
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Carrying into captivity; by burning the temples 
of their gods, and breaking their images in pieces, 
¥. 8—13.. Y " 


¥. 1. And it came to pafs, that when Jeremiah 
had made an-end of peaking unto all the people, &c.1 
The princes and the people, the whole body of 
them, who-had defired. the prophet to feek the 
Lord for them, and whom he called together to 
relate his anfwer, and declare his will; fee ch. xlii. 
1, 8. they heard him out, and that was as much 
as they did; for as foon as he had done, they 
rofe up and contradicted him : however, he faith- 
fully declared all the words of the Lord their God, 
for which the Lord their God fent him to them, even 
all the words, which are related in the preceding 
chapter, which were the words of the Lord, and 
fo ought to have been regarded; and the rather, 
as they were the words of. their God, whom they 
profefied, and which he had {ent his prophet to 
declare unto. them; and who-had kept back no- 
thing, but had made known the whole; he had 
told the truth, and nothing but the truth, and all 
the truth. 
¥. 2. Then fpake Azariah the fon of Hofpaiak, 
&c.] Perhaps the fame with Fezaniah, or a bro- 
ther of his, ch. xlii. r. he is mentioned firft, it 
may be, becaute he was the contriver of this {cheme 
to go into Egypt, advifed unto it, and was moft 
hot upon it. .The Septuagint and dradic verfions 
call him the fon of Maafeich. And Fobanan the 
fon of Kareah, and all the proud men; the great 
men among them, who are commonly proud of 
their greatnefs ; of their defcent, family, and blood; 
of their wealth and riches, and pofts of honour ; 
perhaps the captains of the forces are meant, who 
elfewhere are mentioned along with Fobanan, ch. 
xl. 13. and, xli. 11,13, 16..and xlii. 1, 8.’ thefe 
were men full of themfelves,, had an high opinion 
of ‘their own wifdom, and were prudent in their 
own eyes; and could not bear to be contradicted 
or advifed’ by the prophet, nor,-even by the Lord 
himfelf; -andvare juftly, by the Targum, called 
wieked men; and fo the Syriac verfion renders it ; 
their pride was\ the caufe of their rebellion againtt 
God, and difobedience. to him, and of their un- 
genteel and infolent behaviour to the prophet : 
faxing, thou Jpeaketh falfy; or, a le*; it being 
contrary to their minds: fo the prophets. of the 
Lord, ‘the minifters of the word, and even the 
word of God itfelf, are charged with falthoods, 
when contrary to mens fentiments and lufts.. The 
Lord cur God hath not fent thee to fay, go not. into 
Egypt to fojourn there , they did not care to own it 
was the word of the Lord, whatever convictions 
of it they had in their minds; becaufe they would 
not openly. appear to be fighters againft God, 
whom they profeffed to be their God; but deny 
that the prophet was fent by him with any fuch 
meflage to them ; when they had all the reafon to 
believe by former prophecies, which had had their 
fulfilment, that erewiah was a true prophet of 
the Lord, and that he had acted a very faithful 
art in the prefent affair: they themfelves had fent 
Fi vo te Lord to pray for them; he had done 
y, and the Lord had returned an anfwer by him; 
of which they had no reafon to-doubt, but their 
‘pride would not allow them to receive it. 
¥.3. But Baruch the free lee Ape? vai 
on againft us, &cc.| .Firft they.charge the prophet 
wah He! deny his miffion from the Lord; 
eiijuy OG oe * 
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‘and now, to leffen the Praptifpes crime they charged 
a 


him with, they lay the blame on Baruch, ‘as if he, 
out of ill-will to them, had inftigated the’ prophet- 
to deliver fuch a meflage; which is not at all’ likely, 
that he fhould be prevailed upon by a younger per-’ 
fon, and his fecretary, to take fuch a ftep; nor 
can it be thought, that Baruch fhould have any ii- 
tereft to ferve by it; and befides, both he and the 
prophet were too good men, the one to inftigate 
and the other to be inftigated, to declare a falfhood 
in the name of the Lord, The end propofed, they 
fuggeft, was, for to deliver us*into the hand of thé 
Chaldeans, that they might put us to death, and carry 
us away captives into Babylon; either that-he or thé 
prophet might deliver them-into the hands of the 
Chaldeans, to be put to death by them, or be car- 
ried captive; which is not at all probable, it be» 
ing inconfiftent with that piety and humanity, which 
were conf{picuous in them both, and with their 
conduct, who chofe rather to abide in their own 
land, with this fmall and defpicable handful of 
people, than to go and live in the court of Ba+ 
éylon, where good care would have been taken of 
them. 

¥. 4. So Fobanan the fon of Kareah, and all the 
captains of ibe forces, and all the people, 8cc.| The 
generality of them, -at leaft, all agreed together, 
were of the fame mind, and'in the fame fentiment 
and practice; and fo obeyed not the voice of the Lord, 
to dwell in the land of Judah; it was the command of 
the Lord they fhould dwell there, and not go into 
Egypt ; but they would not believe this was the 
voice of the Lord, only a fcheme. concerted be- 
tween the prophet and Baruch; or which the for-~ 
mer was inftigated to. deliver as the word of the 
Lord by the latter, and therefore would not give , 
heed unto it ;. tho’ the truth of the matter was, it 
was contrary to their inclination and refolution, and - 
therefore, tho’ they had reafon to believe it was the 
will ot God they fhould abide in their own land, 
yet they were determined they would not, but go 
into Egypt, as they did. 

¥. 5 But Fobanan the fon of Kareah, and all the 
captains of the forces, &c.|_. Who were; united in 
their refolution to go into Egypt, contrary to the 
declared will of God: took. all the remuant of Fu- 
dab, that were returned from all nations whither they 
had been driven, to dwell in the land of Judah; 
both fuch who were left in the land, when the reft 
were carried captive into Babylon, more particu- 
larly mentioned in the next verfe ; and thofe, who 
upon the invafion of the land, and fiege of Feru- 
falem, had fled to other countries, but now were ° 
returned from thence, in order to fettle in it; hay- 
ing heard that a governor from among the Fews 
was appointed over it; as from Moab, Ammon, 


Edom, and other countries ; fee ch. xl. 11, 12. 


thefe, fome of their own accord, others thro” per- 
fuafion, and others by force, went along with, or 
were taken and carried by the above captains into 

Egypt. 
y¥. 6. Even men, and women, and children, and 
the king’s daughters, &c.|] This, according to the 
fupplement of our verfion, explains who they were 
that were taken and had into Lgypt, perfons of 
every fex, age, and rank; tho’ rather thefe words 
defign and defcribe perfons diftinct from the for- 
mer, that came out of other countries ; fee ch. xli. 
10: and every perfon that Nebuzaradan the captain 
of the guard had left with Gedaliah the fon of Abi- 
kam, the fon of Shaphan , even the poor of the land 
: to 
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to till if; and to whom he gave fields and vine- | 


yards, and committed them to the care and go- 
vernment of Gedaliab, when the reft were carried 
captive to Babylon, and now thefe, in fome fort, 
may be faid to be carried captive by their own 
brethren into Egypt : and Feremiah the prophet, and 
Baruch the fon of Neriah , whom they forced with 
them, partly to punifh them, and partly to give 
countenance to their conduct ; but not without rhe 
will of God, who fo ordered it in his providence, 
that they might have the prophet with them, to 
reprove them for their fins, and warn them of 
their danger and ruin, and fo leave them inexcu- 
fable. 

_¥. 7.50 they came into the land of Egypt, &c.] 
They fet out from the habitation of Chimbam, 
where they were, ch. xli. 17. and proceeded on 
their journey, till they entered the land of Egypt : 
for they obeyed not the voice of the Lord; to conti- 
mue in Fudea, and not to go into Egypt ; and tho’ 
the prophet of the Lord, who was with them, 
might, .as they went along, advife them ‘to go 
back, they regarded him not, but {till went on : 
thus came they evento Tahpanhes;, the fame with 
Hanes, J. xxx. 4. and might be fo called, as here, 
from a guéen of Egypt of this name, 1 Kings x1. 
19, 20. The Septiagint verfion, and others after 
that, call it Taphnas. It is thought to be the 
Daphuze Pelufie of Herodotus’, It was a feat of 
the king of Egypt, as appears from ¥. 9. and no 
lefs a place would thefé proud men ftop at, or take 
up with, but where the king’s palace was. Ty- 
ius ® calls it Tapium, and fays, it was in his time 
a very {mall town. 

y. 8. Then came the word of the Lord to Feremiah 
at Tabpankes, &c.| Where he was with the reft, 
the captains carried thither with them; and as foon 
as he and they had got here, the word of the 
Lord came unto him, declaring the deftruction of 
this place, and of the whole land. Here erom 
fays the prophet was ftoned to death. Saying, as 
follows : 

y¥. 9. Take great ftones in thine hand, &c.] In 
both his hands, as big as he could carry: and hide 
them in the clay in the brick-kiln, there was much 
clay in Egypt, thro’ the overflowing of the Nile, 
and particularly at this place Tabpanhes, which had 
its name of Pelufie from hence; and here was a 
brick-kiln, not a place where bricks were burnt, 
but where they were formed ; and fo here was the 
clay of which they were made, and in which thefe 
ftones were to be hid: which is at the entry of 
Pharaoh's houfe in Tahpanhes, this brick-kiln ftood 
not directly at the entrance into the king’s palace, 
but at the door of a wall of a park or garden, 
which belonged to the palace, from whence there 
was. an open way to its here the ftones were to be 
laid. Since a‘ brick-kiln fo near a king’s palace 
feems not agreeable, Gufetius * thinks wp figni- 
fies’ a pOplar-walk, from 3325 a poplar-tree, 
whofe fhade is very grateful, Hof iv. 13. to which 
the courtiers betook themfelves at certain times, 
and walked in for pleafure. In the fight of the men 
of ‘fudeh ; not in the fight of the Egyptians, who 
would not underftand the defion of it, nor were 
they to be inftructed by it ; but in the fight of the 
ews, who would at once imagine that fomethin 
was intended, being ufed to fuch fymbols, aid 
would enquire the meaning of it; and which ‘is 
explained in the next verfe. 
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¥. 10. And fay unto them, &c.] The men of 
Judah, now in Egypt : thus faith the Lord of bofts,’ 
the God of Ifrael, fee the note on ch. xlii. 15 + 
bebold, I will fend and take Nebuchadnezzar the king 
of Babylon, my fervant, as all men are by creation, 
and as he was in a very eminent fenfe, being an 
inftrament in his hand of executing his defiens, 
both on the Yews and other nations; him he would 
fend for, and take to perform his counfel ; fecretly 
work upon and difpofe his mind to fuch an under- 
taking, and lay a train of providences, and by a 
concourfe of them, bring him to Egypt to do his 
will: and will fet bis throne upon thefe ftones that I 
have hid; which he had ordered the prophet to 
hide, and which he did by him; fignifying, that. 
the king of Babylon fhould come with his army 
againit this city, and fhould take it; and fet up 
his throne, and keep his court here: and he fhall 
[pread bis royal pavilion over them; his tent; he 
fhall place here his beautiful one, as the word ‘ 
fignifies ; this fhould be fet up where thefe ftones 
were laid, as if they were defigned for the founda- 
tion of it, tho’ they were only a fymbol of it; and 
would be a token to the ews, when accomplifhed, 
of the certainty of the divine prefcience, and of 
prophecy, with refpect to future events, even thofe 
the moft minute and contingent. 

¥. 11. And when be cometh, be foal] finite the 
land of Egypt, &c.] Here is a’various reading : 
the Cetzb, or textual writing, is, when it cometh, 
it foall fmite, which Kimch: rightly interprets of 
the camp or army of Nebuchadnezzar: and the 
Keri, or marginal reading, which we follow, is, 
when be cometh, be foall {mite ; that is, the king of 
Babylon both are to be received: when Nedu- 
chadnezzar fhould come with his army to Tahpan- 
hes, he would not only take that, but go through 
the land of Egypt, and fubdue and deftroy the in- 
habitants of it, all that dwelt in it, fojourners as 
well as natives ; and fo the Yews that were come - 
hither to dwell, againft the exprefs command of 
God, to whom this prophecy was delivered, and 
to whom it has a particular refpect: and deliver 
Juch as are for death, to death; who are appointed 
to death, either by peftilence or famine; that is, 
he fhall oblige them to flee to, or block them up 
in, places, where they fhall perifh by one or other 
of thele : and fuch as are for captivity, to captivity; 
fuch as are defigned to be carried captive, thefe 
fhall be taken by him, and carried captive into Ba- 
bylon, and the provinces of it: and fuch as are for 
the fword, to the fword; who are deftined to fall 
by the fword, thefe fhould be flain by the fword 
of Nebuchadnezzar, and his foldiers; fo that what 
by one way or another, a general deftruétion fhould 
be ‘made. 

y.12. And I will kindle a fire in the boufes of the 
gods of Egypt, &c.] Not only, men fhould not be - 
{pared, but their gods alfo, and their temples fhould 
be burnt, as was ufually done when Cities were 
taken and deftroyed: this is afcribed to God. “i 
his wrath and vengeance; idolatry being a fi 
highly difpleafing to him; tho’ the Chaldeans wet 
the inftruments of it, yet it being di ob 
order, direction and providence of Gods} is rig 
attributed to him: and he fhall burn them, 
carry them away captives; that is, cb 


fhall do this ; he fhall burn their te: ple , and 
carry away their idols ‘of gold and filver ; fo Kim- 


chi, who adds, or the fenfe is, he hall carry. 
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tive their worfhippers ; but rather the meaning is, 
he fhall burn their idols, fuch as are made of 
wood, or any bafe matter, not worth faving ; and 
he hall carry away with him their idols, fuch as 
are made of gold and filver, or any precious mat- 
ter: and he fhall array himfelf with the land of 
Egypt, as a foepherd putteth on bis garment. The 
Targum is, ‘* he fhall fpoil the land of Egypt.” 
The meaning is, that he fhall load and cover him- 
felf and his army with the fpoil of the land of 
Egypt, as a fhepherd covers himfelf with his gar- 
ment; and he fhall do it as eafily as a fhepherd 
puts on his coat; and as completely he fhall roll 
up all the fpoil, wealth and riches of the land, and 
carry it off, even as a fhepherd rolls up the cover- 
ing of his tent; and as Kimcbi’s father obferves, 
as well as puts on his garment, and leaves nothing 
behind him, when he removes from place to place ; 
and as he is unmindful of his clothes, or what he 
wears in the heat of the day ; but at night, when 
he returns home from keeping his fheep, puts on 
his clothes, the beft he has; fo fhould the king 
of Babylon and his army return richly laden with 
the fpoil of Egypt, when he fhould leave it. Or 
the fenfe rather is, he fhall cover the land of Egypt 
with his forces, as a fhepherd is covered and wrap- 
ped up in his garment again{ft the inclemency of 
the weather ; orelfe, as Bochart * fuggetts, the de- 
ftruction of Egypt may be compared .to an old 
worn-out garment, or fuch a mean and fordid gar- 
ment as fhepherds wear: and be fhall go forth from 
thence in peace; there fhall be none to moleit and 
difturb him, to ftop him and take away the {poil 
from him, or hinder his return to his own coun- 
try; whither he fhould go in fafety, and with great 
booty. 

¥.13. He fball break alfo the images of Beth- 
foemelb, that is in the land of Egypt, &c.] Or, of 
Heliopolis, as the Septuagint ; the city of the fun; 
and fo Beth-fheme/h here fignifies the houfe of the 
fun; either it defigns the temple of the fun, or the 
city where it was worfhipped; as Heliopolis was fa- 
mous for the worfhip of the fun, and for a mag- 
nificent temple in it, built for that purpofe, and 
where abundance of perfons reforted on that ac- 
count, as Herodotus‘ obferves ; here were many 
images of the fun; and thefe now fhould be broke 
to pieces, when this city fhould become the city 
of deftruction, as is foretold it fhould by J/aiah, 
ch. xix. 18. where the Zargum exprefsly calls it, 
the city Beth-bemefh, that is to be deftroyed ;. fee 
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the note there. This is the fame city that was 
formerly called Oz, and had a pric in Fo/eph’s 
time, Gen. xli. 45: and the houses of the gods of 
the Egyptians fhall be burn with fire; which is re- 
peated, that it might be taken notice of, and for 
the confirmation of it; tho’ the words may be 
rendered, fo as to remove the tautology, axd with 
the houfes of the gods of the Ezyptians foall be burn 
it with Jire™; that is, Beth-/hemefb, or the houfe 
of the fun, that fhall not efcape, being a prin- 
cipal temple. The gods they worfhipped were 
Mnevis and Apis, which were oxen confecrated to 
the fun and moon *, So fays Porphyry °, {peaking 
of the Egyptians, ‘* they confecrate oxen to the 
“* fun and moon: that which is facred to’ the fun 
at Heliopolis, is called Mnevis, and is the gteateft 
of them: it is very black, becaufe much fun 
makes human bodies black ; and the hairs of 
its tail, and of its whole body, contrary to other 
oxen, turn upwards, as the fun makes its courfe 
contrary to the pole; its tefticles are the largeft, 
becaufe by the heat of the fun venereal defires 
are excited ; hence the fun is faid to make na- 
ture fruitful. To the moon they dedicate Tau+ 
rus (or the bull) which they call Apis, and is 
blacker than others, bearing the figns of the 
fun and moon, becaufe the light of the moon 
is from the fun; and the fign of the fun is the 
blacknefs of its body, and alfo the beetle that 
is under its tongue ;” and thefe were the images 
and gods of Beth-/beme/b or Heliopolis, that were to 
be deftroyed by Nebuchadnezzar. Of his expedi- 
tion into Egypt, whereby this prophecy was ful- 
filled, not only Fo/ephus makes mention, but fome 
heathen writers give plain hints of it. The Fewi/b 
hiftorian fays °, that Nebuchadnezzar, five years 
after the deftruction of Yerufalem, led his army 
into Ceilefyria, and took it; and made war with 
the Ammonites and Moabites; and having fubdued 
thefe nations, made a pufh into Egypt, in order to 
deftroy that, and flew the king of it: and Berofus 
fays %, that “* Nebuchadnezzar having fettled his 
‘* affairs in Egypt, and other countries; and hav- 
‘* ing committed to his friends the captives of the 
“¢ Fews, Phanicians, Syrians, and the nations about 
<< Keypt, went to Babylon: and Megajthenes * re- 
lates, that ‘“‘ he conquered the greateft part of 
“ Lybia (or Africa) and Iberia ;” or, as it is elfe- 
where * exprefied, “* he led his army into Lydia 
‘“< and Iveria; and having fubdued thefe, carried 
** colonies of them to the right of Poxtus.”” 
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HIS chapter contains a fermon of eremiah’s 
to the Fews in Egypt, reproving them for 
their idolatry there ; their anfwer to it, exprefling 
- their refolution to continue in their idolatrous prac- 
tices ; and a denunciation of judgments upon them, 
of which a fign is given. The fermon begins with 
obferying to them the deftruction of Feru/alem, and 
the caufes of it, idolatry and contempt of the pro- 
__ phets, ¥. 1—6. then follows an expoftulation with 
ie the prefent Zews for doing the fame things, and 
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expofing themfelves and their pofterity to the fame 
punifhment, y. 7—10. upon which they are threat- 
ened with the fore judgments of God that fhould 
come upon them, and cut them off in general, 
y. 11—14. yet fuch were the impudence and obfti- 
nacy of this people, that they declared they would 
not hearken to the prophet, but perfift in their 
idolatry ; it having been better with them when 
they practifed it, than when they left it, ¥. 15-19. 
to which the prophet replies by obferving, that = 
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the idolatry of their fathers their land was become 
a defolation and a curfe, as at this day, ¥. 20—23. 
and affures them, that deftruétion would come from 
the Lord upon them, which he had {wore to, 
yi. 24—28. and a fign of it is given; the delivery 


of the king of Egypt into the hand of the king of 


Babylon, ¥. 29, 50- 


y. 1. The word which came to Jeremiah concerning 
all the Fews which dwell in the land of Egypt, &c.] 
Or, unto all the Fews'; the word came to him, 
that it might be delivered to them: or, againft all 
the Fews“; they having gone into Egypt contrary 
to the will of God, and committing idolatry ; and 
the word or fermon is full of threatnings and judg- 
ments denounced upon them: which dwell at Mig- 


dol, and at Tabpanbes, and at Noph, and in the 


country of Pathros, this prophecy was delivered 
after the Zews were come to Tahpanhes, or Daphne ; 
fee ch. xliii. 7. and had divided themfelves, and 
were fettled in different parts of the kingdom : 
fome contintied at Tahpanhes, where were the king’s 
court and palace: others went to Migdol, a place 
near the Red-/ea, juft at the entrance into Egyp/, 
from the land of Canaan, Exod. xiv. 2. called by 
Herodotus, Magdolus”; and by Adrichomius * {aid to 
be diftant about a mile and a quarter from Pe/u 

fium, or fin, the ftrength of Egypt, Ezek. xxx. 15. 
others took up their refidence at Nopb, generally 
thought to be the city of Memphis. The Targum 
calls it, Mappas, the fame which is now called 
Grand Cairo; or however, this city is near the 
place where Memphis ftood: others dwelt in the 
country of Pathros, which perhaps had its name 
from Pathrufim, a fon of Mizraim, Gen. x. 13,14. 
It is thought by Bochart and others to be the coun- 
try of Thebais in Egypt, the fame with the Nomos 
Phanturites, or Phaturites, of Pliny”; and in this 
country Feremiab feems to have been when this 
word came to him, y¥. 15. and from hence he fent 
or carried it to the other places: /aying, as fol- 
lows : 

y.2. Thus faith the Lord of hofts, the God of 
Ufrael, &c.] In which manner the prophecies of 
this book are frequently prefaced; fee ch. xlii. 15, 
18. and xliii. 10: ye have feen all the evil that I 
have brought upon Ferufalem, and upon all the cities 
of Fudah , they faw it with their bodily eyes ; they 
could not but obferve it in their minds; nay had 
‘an experimental knowledge of it; they fuffered it 
in part themfelves, and muft be convicted in their 
own con{ciences that it was from the hand of the 
Lord: and bebold, this day they are a defolation, 
and no man dwelleth therein, lie wafte, at this very 
time ; the walls are broken down; the houfes are 
demolifhed ; the goods in them carried off; no 
inhabitants left, or very few, to rebuild the cities, 
till the land, and dwell therein. 
¥. 3. Becaufe of their wickedne[s which they have 

committed, to provoke me to anger, &c.| The caufe 
of this defolation was the wickednefs they were 
guilty of; whereby they provoked the anger of 
God to bring this deftruction on them. Sin is 
always provoking unto God; and tho’ it may not 
be done on purpofe to provoke him, which it 
fometimes feems to be; yet it eventually does, and 
is always the caufe of punifhment : God never pu- 
nifhes man without a caufé, or for any thing but 
fin : i that they went to burn incenfe, and to ferve 
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fore commit ye this great evil againft your fouls 
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other gods; the particular wickednefs they. were 
guilty of, and which was the caufe of their min, 
was burning incenfe to idols, and worfhipping them, 
than which nothing is.more provoking ta God: © 
and it was an aggravation of their fin, that they « 
were gods, whom they knew not, neither they, you, 
nor your fathers, what they were; from whence 
they were; their original, and perhaps net their 
names ; however did not know that they were 
gods ; nor could they prove them to be fuch; 
nay, might know that they were not: and now, 
fince this was the fin which brought on the de= © 
ftruction they were eye-witnefles of, it fhould have ~ 
been a caution to them that they went not into 
the fame idolatrous practices, which yet they did 
not avoid; taking no warning from fuch awful 
inftances of the divine difpleafure: 

¥.4. Howbeit, I fent unto you all my fervants the 
prophets, &c.] As many as he raifed up, and em- 
ployed in the work and fervice of prophefying ; 
and thele were many ; and as many as they were, 
he fent them to them, one after another, to warn 
them of their fin and danger ; but all to no pur- 
pofe; which was a further aggravation of theif 
wickednefs: nay, tho’ he was ri/ing early, and fend- 
ing them ; was very early in his meflages to them ; 
gave them timely warning, and let flip no oppor- 
tunity of admonifhing them ; and this he did con- - 
ftantly ; fee ch. vii. 13, 25: faying, Ob, do not this 
abominable thing that I hate; all fin is abominable 
in itfelf, and hateful to God, efpecially idolatry ; 


| and therefore fhould not be done; it fhould be 


abominable to men, and hateful to them, becaufe 
it is fo to God; and, after fuch a remonftrance a$ 
this, to commit it, muft be very aggravating and - 
provoking. 

¥. 5. But they hearkened not, nor inchned their 
ear, &c.] To the prophets fent unto them; to 
God by the prophets ; to the words of his mouth, 
particularly to the above pathetic expoftulation with 
them ; at leaft, if they heard the words faid, they 
did not attend unto them; they had not fuch an 
effect upon them, nor were they wrought upon by 
them, fo as to turn from their wickednefs, to burt, 
no incenfe to other gods; to turn from their fins in 
general, and from their idolatry in particular; one 
inftance of which is given, and which is put for 
the whole of idolatrous worfhip. 

¥.6. Wherefore my fury and mine anger was . 
poured forth, &c.| Like melted metal, fealding 
lead, liquified pitch, or any thing of a bituminous 
and fulphureous nature, which fpreads, is con- 
fuming, and very intolerable ; fee ch. xlii. 18: and 
was kindled in the cities of Judah, and in the ftreets. 
of Ferufalem, which, like a fire, burnt up and de- 
ftroyed thefe cities, and particularly the large and. 
{pacious city of Ferufalem: and they are wafted and — 
defolate, as at this day; now lie in ruins, as may © 
be feen by every one; the thing is notorious; this | - 
is their prefent cafe; they are become defolate, and - 
fo continue. ee 

y¥. 7. Therefore now, thus faith the Lord, the God 
of hofts, the God of Ijrael, &c.] The fame epi- 
thets as before, ¥.4. with an addition, that his— 
words might carry more weight with them: sober 
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God; a giving the glory to another, that belong: 

to him ; and not only fo, but is againft th 
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men; pernicious and ruinous to them, which brings 
deftruction, even eternal wrath and damnation on 
them; and this is an interefting argument, why 
it fhould not be committed; nay, it was not 
only againft God, and againft themfelves, but a- 
" gainit their families, and the intereft of them: Zo 
cut off from you man and woman, child and fuckling 
out of fudab, to leave you none to reniain ; not that 
they did this great evil, or committed idolatry with 
this intention, to ruin their families and pofterity , 
but fo it was eventually; hereby they provoked 
the Lord to anger, to cut off the men that offered 
incenfe to idols; and the women their wives, whom 
they fuffered fo to do; and their children, who 
were brought up in the fame prattices ; fo that 
they would have none to fucceed them, to bear 
their name, and inherit their land; unlefs. God 
fhould be merciful, and not deal according to their 
deferts ; for fuch was the nature of their crime, 
as to deferve an utter extirpation of them. 

¥.8. In that ye provoke me unto wrath with the 
works of your bands, &c.] Their finful actions, 
particularly their idolatry, by worfhipping images, 
the works of mens hands; and tho’ it was the 
queen of heaven they worfhipped, which their hands 
made not; yet it was before images they did that ; 
befides, the things they did to her were the works 
of their hands, as facrificing, pouring out drink- 
offerings, and as follows, burning incenfe ; which 
they did, not only to her, but to other gods in the 
land of Egypt ; where they were very numerous : 
whither ye be gone to dwell, againft the exprefs will 
and command of God: shat ye might cut your[elves 
off; as from the worfhip of God, fo from being 
his people, and from being under his care and pro- 
rection, and from all privileges temporal and {pi- 

_gitual : and that ye might be a curfe, and a reproach 

among all the nations of the earth? not that this 
was their view, end and defign, but this was the 
event; fo it was, that they were looked upon as 
an accurfed people of God and man, and their 
names were taken up for a proverb, and a reproach 
every where. . 

y.9. Have ye forgotten the wickednefs of your 
fathers, &c.] And what judgments it brought upon 
them; meaning not their more remote anceftors in 
the wildernefs, and the idolatry they committed, 
and the punifhment inflicted upon them for it; but 
more near, fuch who lived a little before the de- 
{truction of Ferufalem, and whofe fins had brought 
on that; and therefore could not bé eafily forgotten 
by them; or if they were forgotten, it argued 


great flupidity > and the wickedne/s of the kings of 


‘Yudab, and the wickedyefs of their wives ; by whom 
they were drawn into idolatry, particularly Solo- 
mon, and it is in the original text, the wickedne/s 
of bis wives * and Dr. Lightfoot thinks refpect is 
had to Solomon’s wives; but it may be underftood 
diftributively of every one of their wives, as Kim- 
chi and Bea Melech interpret it*: and your own 
wickednes, and the wickednefs of your wives, which 
you bave committed in the land of Judah, and in the 
jiveets of Ferufalem? where they had built altars, 
and worfhipped ftrange gods, they, and their wives, 
as well as thofe who were carried captive; and 
which-were the caufe of all thofe evils that came 
upon them ; thefe being recent things, could not 
_ be forgotten by them; or however fhould have 
been remembered, and that fo as to have deterred 
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them from going inte fuch practices again, as they 


now did in Egypt. 


¥.10, They are not buinbled even unto this day, ' 
&c.] Not contrite under a fenfe of their fins, 
nor truly penitent for them ; not humbled before 
God nor man, fo as to acknowledge.them, mourn 
over them, and forfake them. The Targum is, 
“* they ceafe not unto this day;” that is, from 
committing the fame things; which fhows they 
had no true humiliation and contrition for them. 
This is to be underftood, not of the Yews in 
Babylon only, but chiefly of thofe in Egypt ; there 
being a change of perfon from you to they; the 
Lord not vouchfafing to fpeak to them who were 
fo obdurate and impenitent, but of them, and, to 
fome other, as the prophet, concerning them: z¢i- 
ther have they feared; the Lord; neither his good- 
nefs nor his judgments ; or ferved and worfhip- 
ped him with reverence and godly fear, as be- 
came them: nor walked in my law, nor in my fla- 
tutes that I fet before you, and before your fathers; 
a full proof this, that they neither had true re- 
pentance for their fins, nor the fear of God in 
their hearts; for had they, thefe would have led 
them to obedience to the divine will. 

¥. 11. Therefore thus faith the Lord of bofts, the 
Ged of Ijrael, &c.] Becaufe of thefe fins of ido- 
latry, impenitence and difobedience : I wil] fet my 
face againft you for evil; to bring the evil of pu- 
nifhment upon them, for the evil of fin committed . 
by them: this the Lord determined with himfelf, 
and refolved to do; which the phrafe, /etting his 
face againft them, is expreffive of, by way of re- 
taliation for their fetting their faces to go down 
to Egypt, as-well as of his wrath and indignation 
againit them: and to cut off all Fudab; not the 
whole tribe. of Fudah; not thofe that were in Ba- 
bylon, which were by far the greateft number of 
that tribe; but thofe that were in Egypt. 

y¥.12, And I will take the remnant of Fudab, 
&c.].. Such as remained of that tribe in the land 
of Yudea after the captivity: and not all of them, 
but fuch that have fet their faces to go into the 
land of Egypt to fojourn there, who were bent.upon 
going thither, notwithftanding all the remontftran- 
ces made to them to the contrary ; and were gone 
thither, and were now actually fojourners there : 
this defcribes fuch perfons who wilfully, and of 
their own accord, went thither; and excepts thoie 
who were over-perfuaded or over-powered to go 
along with them: and they fhall all be confumed, 
and fall in the land of Egypt; not by natural death, 
one after another; but by the judgments of God, 
as follows : they foall even be confumed by the fword, 
and by the famine, by the fword of the king of 
Babylon ; and by famine, occafioned by a foreign 
army and fieges: they hall die, from the lea/t even 
unto the greateft, by the fword, and by the famine; 
which is repeated for the confirmation of it, and 
to exprefs the univerfality of the deftruction; that 
it fhould reach to perfons of every age, ftate, and 
condition, rank and degree, young and old, high 
and low, rich and poor: and they fbail be an exe- 
cration, and an aftonifhbment, and a curfe, and @ re- 
proach; fee the note on ch. xiii. 18. 

y.13. For I will punifh them that dwell in the 
land of Egypt, &e.] Or vifit; in a way of. wrath 
and vengeance ; meaning not the native inhabi- 
tants of Egypt; tho’ thefe fhould be punifhed, and 
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in whofe punifhment the Yews would be involved ; 
but here it means the ews that dwelt in Egypt, 
who went thither contrary to the will of God, and 
there fettled: as I have punifbed Ferufalem, by. the 
fiword, by the famine, and by the peftilence, fignifying 
that the fame punifhment that came upon the in- 
habitants of Yeru/alem, and other cities of Fudea, 
fhould come upon thefe Yews in Egypt,’ and as 
fure as they came upon them; even thofe which 
they thought to have efcaped, by leaving Judea, 
and going to Lgypt. 

y.14. So that none of the remnant of Fudab, 
&c.} Which were left in the land of Fudea after 
the captivity: which are gone into the land of Egypt 

- to fojourn there, fhall efcape or remain, efcape either 
the fword, or the famine, or the peftilence, or re- 
main in the land of Egypt, or in the land of the 
living; fo general fhould be the deftruction: that 
they foould return into the land of Fudab, to the 
awhich they have a defire to return there, or, have 
lift up their fouls” to return there; mott earneftly 
defire it, and have raifed hopes and expectations 
of it; for it feems that thofe ews that went into 
Egypt did not go with a defign to fettle there for 
ever; but to return to their own land, when there 
fhould be better times, and more fafety and {fecu- 
rity there ; particularly when they thought the 
affair of the death of Gedaliah would be no fur- 
ther enquired into: for none fhall return, but fuch 
as foall efcape, out of the hands of Yohanan, and 
the reft of the captains; and fhould get out of 
the land of Egypt before the Chaldeans came into 
it. Some underftand this of thofe that fhould 
efcape out of Babylon; that none fhould return to 
Fudea, but thofe of that captivity, who fhould be 
releafed by the proclamation of Cyrus. Farchi in- 
terprets it of Feremiah and Baruch, whom Nebu- 
chadnezzar removed to Babylon, when Egypt fell 
into his hands, in the 27th year of his reign, as is 
related in the Fewi/b chronicles °. 

¥.15. Then all the men which knew that their 
wives had burnt incenfe unto other gods, &c.] Which 
was a rite God appointed to be ufed in his wor- 
fhip ; and is here put for the whole of religious 
worfhip, which was given to idols by the Fewih 
women: this their hufbands knew of, and winked 
at, and did not reftrain them from it, as they 
fhould ; they feem to be themfelves irreligious per- 
fons, a fort of atheifts, who had no regard for the 
true God, nor any other gods, and cared not who 
were worfhipped : and all the women that flood by; 
the wives of the men that ftood by their hufbands, 
and other women that ftood and heard Feremiah’s 
fermon, and were confcious to themfelves of being 
guilty of what they were charged with by him: 
a great multitude, even all the people that dwelt in 
the land of Egypt, in Pathros; in that part of Egypt 
fo called, which was Thebais: here it feems Fere- 
miab was with that part of the people that took 
up their refidence there; and by this it appears, 
there was a large number of them, men and wo- 
men, and who were all become idolaters, or con- 
nivers at, and encouragers of, fuch as were: thefe 
anfwered Feremiah, Jaying ; one in the name of the 
reft made a reply, as follows; . 

¥.16. As for the word.that thou haft [poken unto 
us in the name of the Lord, &c.] Which they did 


not believe that it came from the Lord, but was- 
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impudence was rifen to fuch a pitch, that 
were determined not to regard it: we ell 
hearken unto thee; to thy words; neither to thy 
exhortations, reproofs or menaces, even tho” thou 
comeft and fpeakeft in the name of ‘the rd. 
This, and what follows, is an unparalleled i eC 
of the pride, obftinacy, enmity and rebellion of 
the carnal mind again{t God. tobi 

¥.17. But we will certainly do marae: 
goeth out of our own mouth, &c.] And not wha 
went out of the mouth of God, or his prophet < 
but whatever they had refolved on within them- 
felves to do, and had declared with their mouths 
they would, or had vowed with their lips; fo dbar- 
binel interprets it, of a vow; this they were de- 
termined to perform, let God and his prophet fay 
what they would: to burn incenfe unto the queen of 
heaven ; which, according to Abarbinél, was the 
moon, which is the queen of heaven, as the fun 
is king; it was called by the heathens Calefis and 
Urania: but there are fome that think, that fome 
great ftar in heaven, that is king over the reft, is 
meant ; fo the Targum renders it, the ftar of hea- 
ven ; which they underftand of the fun, as Kimchi 
obferves ; the fun being much worfhipped im Egypt ; 
but Kimchi himfelf derives the word for gueen, here 
ufed, not from the’ root which fignifies to reign 5 
but from another, which fignifies to work; and fo 
renders it, the work, or: frame of heaven; the fun, 
moon and ftars ; and fo the Syriae verfion is, she 
hoft of heaven; {ee the note on ch. vii. 18. and to 
this deity, be it what it will, they burned incenfe ; 
and they were determined to continue it, and all 
other idolatrous rites and practices’ particularly : 
and to pour out drink-offerings unto ber, which was 
another part of ceremonial worfhip, which the true 
God required of the people of J/rae/; but were 
here refolved to give it to another god: as we bave 
done, we, and our fathers, our kings, and our princes, 
in the cities of Judah, and in the fireets of Feru- 
Jalem; they plead cuftom and prefcription, anti- 
quity and authority; the examples of anceftors 
and kings; the general practice of their nation, 
both in the metropolis of it, and in its feveral cities, 
where it not only univerfally obtained, but was vi- 
fibly and openly done; and more, they plead the 
temporal advantage of it: for then bad we plenty . 
of vittuals, and were well, and faw no evil ; had 
fulnefs of bread, and of all provifions ; health, 
peace and fafety ; and no judgment was upon’ 
feen or felt by them; the fword, famine or peifti- 
lence. The goddefs Cale/is,.or the moon, which 
feems to be here meant, was, as Tertullian 
pluviarum pollicitatrix, the promifer of rains, and fo 
of all good things: or, were merry *, as the 
thens were at their new moons, when they in ‘Sg 
to their cups, and lived jovially ; henc that of 
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¥. 18. But fince we left off to burn incenfe tot 
queen of heaven, &c.| Or were reftrained fre 
it, as the Targum, thro’ the force of th 
fermons, or by the authority of their ¢ 
this Abarbinel thinks was in the times 
Feboiachim, and Zedekich , but perhe 
rds fome fpace of time in the ! 
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Ferufalem, when they refrained from their idolatry ; 
tearing the wrath of God, and what was coming 
upon them ; tho’ Kimchi is of opinion, that they 
never ceafed ; but they would fay when any evil 
came upon them, it was becaufe they ceafed to 
burn incenfe to the queen of heaven, or were not fo 
ready to it, as at firft: and to pour out drink-offerings 
to ber; another part of worfhip they performed to 
her, but for a while left off: and from that time 
they fay, we have wanted all things, and have been con- 
fumed by the fword, and by the famine, wanted all the 
neceffaries of life, meat and drink, and cloathing, 
and an habitation to dwell in; and multitudes were 
deftroyed by the fword of the king of Babylon; 
and others perifhed with famine during the fiege ; 
thefe evils they imputed to their ceffation from ido- 
latry, when it was the very thing that brought 
them on them. 

y. 19. And when we burnt incenfe to the queen of 
heaven, and poured out drink offerings unto ber, &c.} 
Which they owned they did, and which they were 
not afhamed of, and were determined to go on 
with; and were only forry that they had at any 
time omitted fuch fervice: did we make cakes to 
qvorfhip ber; or, to make her glad*®, as Kimchi , 
interpreting the word by an aatipbra/is; it having 
a contrary fignification, to grieve or to make for- 
rowful; and from hence idols have their name 
fometimes, becaufé in the iffte they bring grief 
and trouble to their worfhippers ; hence fome ren- 
der it, to make ber an idol"; or them, the cakes, 
an idol; thefe had, as Farchi fays, the likenefs of 
the idol impreffed upon them : aad pour out drink- 
offerings unto ber without our men? they own they 
did thefe things, but not without the knowledge 
and confent at leaft, if not with the prefence of 
_ their hufbands; hence thefe.words feem to be the 
words of the women. Some indeed think they 
fpeak all along from ¥.16. or one in the name 
of the reft; it may be one of Zedekiah’s daugh- 
ters: but however, if the men {poke what is faid 
in the preceding verfes, the women, being pro- 
voked, could hold their peace’no longer, but broke 
in, and uttered thefe words; tho’ fome render the 
Jatt claufe, without our principal men’, and fo take 
them to be the words of the people in general, 
who urge in their own defence, that what they 
did they did with the direction, approbation and 
leading example of their kings and governors. 

¥.20. Then Feremiah faid unto all the people, 
&c.] Immediately, being influenced, directed and 
affifted by the Spirit of God; tho’ what he fays in 
the three following verfes, he doesnot declare as 
coming from the Lord; but what was upon _his 
mind, and was a full refutation of all that had 
been faid : and which he delivered to the men, and 
to the women, and to all the people which bad given 
him that anfwer; in which they all agreed, tho’ 
delivered by one; and to which he made a reply: 
faying, as follows: 

y. 23. Lbat incenfe that ye burnt in the cities of 
Fudab, and in the fireets of Ferufalem, &c.] To 
falfe gods, to the queen of heaven, to the hoft 
thereot : ye, and your fathers, your kings, and your 
princes, and the people of the land, on which ac- 
count they. pleaded antiquity, authority, and the 
general confent of the people, as on their fide, 
which the prophet allows ; but it all fignified no- 
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thing: did not the Lord remember them, and came 
it not into his mind? either the incenfe they offered 
up to ftrange gods, or the perfons that did it ? 
did he take no notice of thefe idolatrous practices, 
and of thefe idolaters? he did; he laid up thele 
things in his mind; he fhewed a proper refentment 
of them, and in due time punithed for them. 
¥.22. So that the Lord could no longer forbear, 
&c.] He did forbear a long time, and didnot 
{tir up all his wrath, but waited to fee if thefe peo- 
ple would repent of their fins, and turn from 
them; during which time of his forbearance, things 
might be well with them, as they had faid, and 
they enjoyed peace and plenty ; but perfifting in 
cheir fins, and growing worfe and worfe, he could 
bear with them no longer, but brought down his 
judgments upon them. The reafon is exprefied, 


| 2ecaufe of the evil of your doings, and becaufe of the 


abominations which ye have committed; the incenfe 
they had burnt ; the drink-offerings they had poured 
out to idols; and fuch like idolatrous practices, 
which were evil in themfelves, contrary to the law 
and will of God, and abominable unto him: shere- 
fore is your land a defolation, and an aftonifbment, 
and a curfe, without an inhabitant, as at this day; 
the land of [/rael wafted by the Chaldeans, and left 
uncultivated, was like a barren wildernefs, to the 
aftonifhment of all that paffed thro’ ir, who had 
known what a fruitful country it had been; the 
curfe of God being apparently on it, and fcarce 
an inhabitant left in it; which was the cafe at this 
prefent inftant, as the Hews, to whom the prophet 
directs his difcourfe, well knew; and to whom he 
appeals for the truth of it: now all this was for 
the fins, particularly the idolatry, they had been 
guilty of ; as is further explained in the next 
verte. 

¥.23. And because you have burnt incenfe, &c.] 
Not to Jehovah, but to the queen of heaven; which 
they owned they did, and determined they would, 
afferting it was better with them when they did it, 
than when they omitted it ; for which reafon the 
prophet particularly mentions it, and affigns it as. 
the caufe of the prefent ruin and deftruction of 
their land, city and temple: and becaufe ye have 
Jinned againft the Lord; by worfhipping idols ; all 
fin is againft the Lord, but efpecially idolatry : 
and have not obeyed the voice of the Lord; by his 
prophets, who cautioned them againft idolatry, re- 
proved them for it, and told them what would be 
the confequence of it; but this they hearkened not 
unto, which was an aggravation of their fin: zor 
walked in his law ; the moral law, according to it; 
which is a rule of walk and converfation: nor in 
his flatutes, nor in his teftimonies; as not in the 
moral law, fo neither in the ceremonial law, and 
the rites of that ; nor in the judicial law, and the 
teftifications of the will of God in either of them: 
therefore this evil is happened unto you, as at this 
day; that is, the defolation on their land, as in 
the preceding verfe ; fee the note there. 

¥.24. Moreover, Feremiah faid unto all the peo- 
ple, and to all the women, &c.) To all the people 
in general, and to the women in particular, who 
had a principal concern in thefe idolatrous prac- 
tices: bear the word of the Lord, all Fudab that are 
in the land of Egypt; all of the tribe of Fudab that 
were in Egypt ; not in Pathros only, but in other 
5 parts 
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parts of Egypt: this diftinguithes them from thofe | 


of ¥udah that were in Babylon, and in other pro- 
vinces ; and tacitly points at their fin in going to 
Egypt, which was the leading ftep to thefe frefh 
aéts of idolatry they had been guilty of; thefe are 
called upon to hear the word of the Lord: what 
the prophet had faid before, was what was upon 
his mind without immediate infpiration, or as a 
dire&t mefflage from the Lord; but what fol- 
lows 1S. 

y. 25. Thus faith the Lord of hofts, the God of 
Trael, &c.] Which is an ufual preface to prophe- 
cies coming from him : faying, as follows : ye and 
your wives have both fpoken with your mouths, and 
fulfilled with your hand; they had faid they would 
burn incenfe to the queen of heaven, and they had 
done it; they had been as good as their word, 
true to it, tho’ in a bad thing; their words and 
works agreed, and fo did the men and their wives: 
the women had before faid, they did not perform 
worfhip to the queen of heaven without their men ; 
this is acknowledged by the Lord, and their con- 
feffion is improved againft them : faying, we will 
furely perform our vows that we have vowed,.to burn 
incenfe to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink- 
offerings unto ber ; they thought, becaufe they made 
a vow that they would do it, that it was there- 
fore obligatory upon them, and this would be fuf- 
ficient to juftify them before God, and excufe it 
to him; whereas nothing that is finful ought to 
be vowed or performed; and to vow and perform 
in fuch a cafe, is doubly criminal: a vow can’t 
make that lawful which is unlawful; and the per- 
formance of it can never be a laudable action: 
‘ye will furely accomplifo your vows, and furely per- 
form your vows , they were refolutely fet upon it, 
and nothing would hinder their performance of it ; 
this fhows the obftinacy and firmnefs of their 
minds: tho’ fome think thefe words are fpoken 
ironically. 

y. 26. Therefore hear ye the word of the Lord, 
all Fudah that dwell in the land of Egypt, &c.] See 
the note on y. 24. fince you have made your 
vows, and will perform them, I’ll take an oath, 
and abide by it: behold, I have fworn by my great 
_ name, faith the Lord; by his name Fehovah, which 
is incommunicable, and expreffive of his eternity 
and immutability ; or by himfelf, his name being 
himfelf, and than which he can fwear by no greater, 
Heb. vi. 13: that my name foall no more be named 
in the mouth of any man of Fudab, in all the land of 
Ligypt, faying, the Lord God liveth, this cannot be 
underttood of the name of the Lord being called 
upon them, or of their being called by his name, 
and reckoned his people, which is the fenfe of Avar- 
binel , fince this refpecéts not a name by which they 
fhould be named, but which they fhould name, 
and intends their ufe of the divine name in an oath, 
of which this is a form, the Lord God liveth; or as 
fure as the Lord lives, or by the living God, it is 
fo and fo; and efpecially as ufed in their vows to 
burn incenfe to the queen of heaven, they vowing 
by the living God that they would do fo, which 
muft be very abominable to him, and therefore 
he folemnly fwears, there fhould ‘not be a Few in 
all Aeypt that fhould ufe it; the reafon is, becaufe 
every one of them that did fhould be cut off, as 
follows : 

¥. 27. Bebold, I will watch over them for evil, 
and not for good, &c.} To bring the evil of -pu- 
nifhment upon them, the particulars -of which are 
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after mentioned, and not the bleffings of goodnefs 
as formerly ; and.this he would be as careful and 
diligent to bring about, as one that watches all 
opportunities to do hurt to another; and it muft 
be dreadful to be under the vigilant avenging eye 
of God: and all the men of Judah that are in the 


land of Egypi, fhall be confumed by the fword, and ~ 


by the famine, until there be an end of them; that 
is, the greateft part of them, excepting a few that 


fhall efcape, hereafter mentioned, particularly fe- 


remiah and Baruch, but as for the main body of 
fuch, who went of their own accord to Egypt, and 
fettled, and fell into the idolatry of the country; 
thefe fhould all perifh one after another, till there 
were none of them left; either by the fword of the 
king of Babylon; or by ‘famine, which his army 
and fieges would produce ; or by peftilence, tho? 
not here mentioned, yet is in ¥. 13. " 

¥. 28. Yet a fmall number that fhall efcape the 
fword, &c.| The fword of the king of Babylon; 
and the other judgments, and which would be but 
very few; men of number *, as in the Hebrew text, 
which might eafily be numbered ; Jeremiah the 
prophet, and Baruch the fon of Neriab, and fome 
few righteous perfons among them, as Kimchi and 
Abarbinel obferve: fhall return out of the land of 
Egypt, into the land of Fudah; they thall make 
their efcape out of the land of Egypt, whither they 
did not go willingly; and by one providence or an- 
other, fhall come back to their native country, 
the land of ‘adea, when the reft will not; which 
muft be a diftinguifhing favour to them: and all 
the remnant of fudah that are gone into the land of 
Egypt to fojourn there, fhall know what words fhail 
ftand, mine or theirs; thofe that are left of the 
fword, famine, and peftilence, fhall know expe- 
rimentally, by facts laid down, whofe words have 
their effect and accomplifhment, ftand firm and 
fure ; whether theirs, that promifed impunity and 
fafety, peace and profperity, in their idolatrous 
practices ; or the Lord’s, which threatened with 
ruin and deftruction. The Lord is true, and every 
man a liar; whatever devices are in a man’s heart, 
the counfel of the Lord that fhall ftand. 

y. 29. And this fhall be a fign unto you, faith the 
Lord, that I will punifh you in this place, &c.] In 
Egypt, as before threatened ; and what follows is 
a confirming fign, that fo it would be; and which, 
when obferved by fome, gave the hint to them to 
make their efcape ; tho’ others, being hardened in 
their idolatry, impenitence, and unbelief, conti- 
nued, and perifhed: that ye may know that my words 
foall furely ftand ageinft you for evil; which fign, 
when they fhould fee, they might affure themfelves, 
that the threatnings of evil to them would certainly 
be accomplifhed, as fure as they faw the fign given, 
which is as follows : ; 

¥. 30. Thus faith the Lord, bebold, I will give 
Pharaoh Hophra king of Egypt, &c.] Pharaob was 
a common name of the kings of Egypt, who ufu- 
ally had fome furname, by which they were di- 
{tinguifhed ; and the furname of the then prefent 
king of Egypt was Hophra,; whom the Septuagint 
and others call Vaphres; and Herodotus ' Apries. 
The Targum renders it, Pharaoh the broken; and 
the Syriac verfion, Pharaoh the lame: now it is 
here predicted as a fign of the deftruétion of the 
Fews in Egypt, which fhould follow after; that God 
would deliver this king into the hand of bis enemies, 
and into the hand of them that feek bis life ; either 
into the hands of his rebellious fubje¢ts, — 


> 
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by Amafis, by whom he was kept alive for a while 
after taken, and then put to death, as Herodotus 
reports ; or rather into the hands of Nebuchadnez- 
zar; for Fofephus fays ™, that he, in the twenty- 
third year of his reign, which was four or five 
years after the deftruction of Ferufalem, having 
fubdued the Syrians, Ammonites, and Moabites, en- 
tered Egypt in a hoftile manner, and flew the then 
reigning king, and fet up another; and this is 
confirmed by what follows: as I gave Zedekiah 
king of Fudab into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon, and that fought bis life; in like man- 
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ner, and as fure as he had done the one, he would. 
do the other; and he puts the Jews in mind of | 
what he had done by him, and which they had 
full and certain knowledge of ; and might from 
hence conclude, that this alfo would be accom- 
plithed, here given as a fign of their own ruin; 
and which when they faw come to pafs, might 
know that it was at hand; and indeed, the king 
of Egypt, in whom they trufted, being taken by 
his enemies, and his country wafted, they mutt in 
courfe fall a prey to the conqueror: 


CoH APs RLV 


HIS chapter contains a prophecy, delivered 

to Baruch for his perfonal ufe. The time 

of it is expreffed, ¥. 1. a reproof is given him for 

his immoderate grief and forrow, ¥. 2, 3. the de- 

ftruction of the land of Fudea is prophefied of; and 

therefore it was wrong in him to feek great things 

for himfelf at fuch a time ; however, he is affured 
of his own fafety, ¥. 4, 5. 


¥. 1. The word that Feremiah the prophet fpake 
unto Baruch the fon of Neriab, &c.| Who was his 
amanuenfis or {cribe ; and this word he {pake. not 
to him of himfelf, but in the name of the Lord, 
as coming from him; {fo the Targum calls it, ‘* the 
«* word of prophecy which eremiah the prophet 
“* prophefied concerning Baruch the fon of Ne- 
“¢ riah:” when he had written thefe words in a book 
at the mouth of Feremiah, not what immediately 
precede, concerning the deftruction of the Fews in 


Egypt ; which were delivered out many years after 


the writing of the roll by Baruch here referred to; 


and which was done as here faid, in the fourth year 


of JFeboiakim the fon of Fofiah king of Fudab,. which 
was eighteen years before the deftruction of Feru- 
falem , fo that this prophecy does not fland in or- 
der, which would more properly have followed the 


36th chapter ; where we have an account of what 


Baruch wrote from the mouth of Feremiah in a roll, 
and read to the people, and after that to the prin- 


ces; which expofed him to danger, and caufed the 


erief exprefied by him in this chapter; but it be- 
ing written to a private perfon, is poftponed to 
this place : faying, as follows, 

y. 2. Thus faith the Lord, the God of Ifrael, unto 
thee, O Baruch,| Whom he knew by name, had 
a great regard for, and. honours with this pro- 
phecy; and being an J/raelite, both in a literal and 
fpiritual fenfe, he addreffes him as the God of J- 
rael, and as being his covenant-God; in whom he 
fhould put his truft, and from whom he might 
expect fafety and protection in the worft of times; 
and to whofe fovereign will, in all the difpenfations 
of his providence, he ought to have humbly and 
patiently fubmitted. , 

y¥. 3. Thou didft fay, wo is me now, &c.] What 
will become of me, I am ruined and undone; this 
he faid in his heart, if not with his lips, perhaps 
both ways; and when the king gave orders for 
the apprehending of him and the prophet, being 
provoked at the roll which he had wrote and read, 
ch. xxxvi. 26: for the Lord hath added grief to my 
forrow ; caufed him grief upon grief, forrow upon 
forrow, an abundance of it; for there was a va- 


m Antiqu. I. 10. c.g. §. 7. 
_ fofpirio meo, Cocceius, Schmidt. 


X 


riety of things which occafioned etief and forrow ; 
the trouble of his office, as fecretary to the pro- 
phet; the reproach caft upon him by the people 
for it; the grievous things contained in the pro- 
phecies he tranfcribed, concerning the ruin of his 
people and nation; the king’s difpleafure at the 
roll, and his burning it; to which was added the 
danger he was expofed unto for writing it; and 
efpecially, as he might apprehend, for writing it 
Over again, after it was burnt, to which were an- 
nexed new threatnings, and fuch as perfonally con- 
cerned the king... J fainted in my fighing , or with 
it; he fighed and groaned at what he faw coming 
upon his country, and particularly upon himéelf ; 
it quite overcame his fpirits; he funk and fwooned 
away: or, J laboured in my fighing *; amidtt his 
fighs and groans, he prayed to the Lord, and la- 
boured in prayer, that he might be delivered from 
the evils he feared were coming upon him: and I 
Jind no reff; from his grief, forrow, and fighing ; 
no ceffation of that; no ferenity and compofure 
of mind; no anfwer of prayer from God. The 
Targum is, ‘* and I found not prophecy.” And 
the Fewi/b commentators, as Farchi, Kimchi, Abar- 
binel, and Abendana, from the ancient Midrafbes,. 
interpret this grief of Baruch to be on account of 
his not having the gift of prophecy beftowed on 
him, which he expected by being a fervant of the 
prophet °; and reprefent him as faying, o/bua 
miniftred to Mo/es, and the Holy Spirit dwelled 
upon him; £iliba miniftred to Elijah, and the 
Holy Spirit refted upon him ; how different am I 
from all the difciples of the prophets? wo is me 

now, Sc. 
¥. 4. Thus fhalt thou fay unto him, &c.| This is 
fpoken to Feremiah, and is an order from the Lord. 
to him, what he fhould fay in his name to Baruch: 
the Lord faith thus, behold, that which I have built 
will I break. down, and that which I have planted I 
will pluck up, the Fewi/h nation, both as to church 
and ftate; which the Lord had built up as a {pa- 
cious and beautiful houfe to dwell in, and had 
planted as a vineyard, and fet it with pleafant 
plants; but now would demolifh this building, 
and deftroy this plantation: even this whole land; 
not a few cities only, or only Feru/alem the metro- 
polis, but the whole land of Fudea ; no part of 
it, but what fhould be left defolate. So the Zar- 
gum, “ even the whole land of J/rae/, which is 

** mine.” 
¥. 5. Seekeft thon great things for thyfelf? feek 
them zot, &c.].. Riches and wealth, honour and 
efteem, peace and profperity ; thefe were not to be 
fought 
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fought after and expected, when the whole. nation 
would be involved in fuch a general calamity. 
Baruch perhaps expected, that his reading the roll 
to princes would have been a means of preferring 
him at court, of advancing him to fome poft or 
office, in which he might have acquired wealth, 
and got applaufe, and lived in peace and plenty al] 
his days; but this was not to be looked for ; 
when, if he obferved, the very roll he wrote and 
read, contained in it prophecies of the general ruin 
of the nation. The ews reftrain this to the gift 
of prophecy, they fuppofe Baruch fought after ; 
which was not to be enjoyed out of the land of 
Canaan: for behold, I will bring evil upon all fle 
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either die by the fword, or by famine, or by pe-. 
ftilence, or be carried captive, or be in fome di- 
ftrefs or another: dut thy life will I give unto thee 
for a prey in all-places whither thou goo, fageett- 


ing, that he fhould be obliged to quit his native - 


place and country, and go from place to place; 
as he did, after the deftruction of Ferufalem, along 
with the prophet ; and even into Agypt with the 
Fews that went there; where his life would be in 


danger, and yet fhould be preferved; he fhould _ 


be {natched as a brand out of the burning, when 
Ferufalem was taken ; and in other places, when 
expofed, tho’ he fhould lofe every thing, yet ner 
his life; which fhould be as dear to him, as a rich 


not upon every individual perfon in the world ;|fpoil taken by the foldier, being a diftinguifhing 
but upon all the inhabitants of fudea, who fhould! mercy. 


CO. An Po lV, 


HIS chapter contains two prophecies relating 

to Egypt; one concerning the overthrow of 
Pharaoh Necho king of it, which was quickly ac- 
complifhed ; and the other concerning the deftruc- 
tion of the land, fulfilled many years after, and 
both by Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and the 
chapter is concluded with a word of comfort to 
the people of J/rael. It begins with a general title 
to prophecies in this and the five following chap- 
ters, ¥. 1. then follows a particular prophecy of 
the rout of Pharaoh’s army ; of the place where, 
and time when, ¥. 2. the preparations of the Egyp- 
tians for the battel, with a variety of warlike in- 
ftruments, ¥. 3, 4. the confternation, flight, and 
deftruction of them, ¥. 5, 6. notwithftanding theig 
confidence of getting the victory, y. 7, 8, 9. the 
reafon of it, becaufe it was the day of the Lord’s 
vengeance on them, and therefore their ruin was 
inevitable, ¥. 10, 11. the confequence of which 
was fhame and confufion, ¥. 12. next follows an- 
other prophecy of the deftruétion of the land itfelf 
by Nebuchadnezzar, ¥. 13. the places that fhould 
be deftroyed, ¥. 14, 19, 25. the multitude that 
fhould be flain, ¥. 15, 16, 17. a defcription of 
the calamity ; the inftrument, manner, and confe- 
quence of it, ¥. 20—24. the certainty of it, ¥. 18, 
25, 26. and the whole is clofed with a promife of 
the return of the Yews, and of their falvation ; 
tho’ they fhould not be without divine corrections, 
¥. 29, 2a 


¥. 1. The word of the Lord which came to Fere- 
miah the prophet, againft the Gentiles,| Or nations ; 
diftinguifhed from the Yews; not all the nations 
of the world, but fome hereafter mentioned, as the 
Egyptians, Philiftines, Moabites, Ammonites, Edom- 
ites, Syrians, Arabians, Perfians, and Chaldeans: 
or, concerning the nations” ; the above-mentioned ; 
tho’ the prophecies delivered out concerning them, 
are all again{ft them, and not in their favour. 
Mention is made of Yeremiah’s prophefying a- 
Sainte all the nations in ch. xxv. 13. after which 
ollow the feveral prophecies contained in the next 
chapters in the Septuagint and Arabic verfions, as 
they ftand in the Polyglott bible. 

¥. 2. Againft Egypt, &c.] This is the title of 
the firft prophecy againft Egypt; whith is firft 
mentioned, becaufe firft accomplifhed ; and be- 


army of Pharaoh Necho king of Egypt, who is by 
Herodotus 1 called Necos; he was the fon and fuc- 
ceffor of P/ammitichus, and was fucceeded by his 
fon Pfammis, and he by Apries, the fame with Pha- 
rach Hophra, ch. xliv. 30. the Targum calls this 
king, Pharaoh the lame: which was by the river 
Euphrates in Carchemifh , of which place fee the 
note on J/. x. g. this being in the land of the king 
of Affyria, as appears from the fame place. Pba- 
raoh Necho, in ‘Fofiah’s time, came up againft him, 
in order to take it from him ; but whether he did 
or no, is not certain; fee 2 Kings xxiii. 29. 2 Chron. 
XXxv, 20. however, he appeared at the fame place 
a fecond time, againft the king of Babylon, into 
whofe hands it was now very probably fallen, with 
the whole A/yrian monarchy; and here, in this 
fecond battel, his army was routed, as follows : 
which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon {mote in the 
fourth year of Feboiakim the fon of Fofiah king of Fu- 
dah, when he took away from the king of Egypt 
all that belonged to him between the Wile and Eg- 
phrates, fo that he came no more out of his land, 
2 Kings xxiv. 7. Kimchi and Abarbinel think there 
was but one expedition of Pharaoh Necho; and 
that the fiege of Carchemifh continued to the fourth 
year of Feboiachim,; when he met with an entire 
overthrow from the king of Babylon, which God 
fuffered as a judgment on him for killing Fofab. 
This, according to bifhop Ujber, was in the year 


| of the world 3397, and of the Yulian period 4107, 


and before Chrift 607; and according to the Uni- 
verfal Hiftory, in the year of the world 3396, and 
before Chrift 608. 

y. 3. Order ye the buckler and foield, &c.) Both 
fienify one and the fame fort of armour, only of 
a different form, the one being leffer and lighter 


than the other. ‘archi makes the difference to be, _ 


that the former was made of fkin, the latter of 
wood ; they were both ufed to defend the body in 
war. ‘To order them, is not only to prepare them, 


and get them ready ; but to fit them to the body, 


and put them on, that they might be in a readi- 
nefs to engage in battel. The exhortation is made 
either to the Chaldean army, to prepare to fig 
again{t the Egyptians ; or to the army of Phara 


Necho, to detend themfelves againft the king 


Babylon, who was coming againft them as Kimchi 
and Abarbinel, who feem to be in doubt which it 


caufe the Yews placed great confidence in, and | fhould be; but the latter is moft probable : and it 
much relied on the Eeyprians for help: againft the lis either a direction of Pharaob to his army, to be. 
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in readinefs ; or rather of God, fpéaking ironically 
to them, fuggefting, that let them do what they 
would, and make ever fuch preparations for bat- 
tel, all would come to nothing, victory would be 
on the other fide. And draw near to battel; en- 
gage the enemy brifkly, and with the greateft cou- 
rage, and ufe all your military fkill ; and when ye 
have done, it will all be in vain. 

¥. 4. Harnefs the horfes, &c.] Put on their 
bridles and faddles, and gird them: or, bind the 
horfes* ; that is, to the chariots ; put them to, as 
we commonly exprefs it: Egypt abounded in horfes, 
and fo no doubt brought a large cavalry, and a 
multitude of chariots, into the field of battel : and 
get up, ye horfemen; upon the horfes, or into the 
chariots, and fo be ready to receive the enemy, 
or to attack him: and fiand forth with your hel- 
mets ; prefent themfelves on horfeback, or in their 
chariots, with their helmets on their heads, to 
cover them in the day of battel : furbifh the fpears,; 
that they may be fharp and piercing, ‘and look 
bright and glittering, and ftrike terror in the ene- 
my: and put on the brigandines , coats of mail, to 
cover the whole body, which were made of iron, 
confifting of rings, as Kimchi obferves. 

¥. 5. Wherefore have I feen them difmayed, and 
turned away back? &c.| The Egyptians, after all 
this preparation for war, and feeming ardour to 
engage in battel ; and yet, when they came to it, 
were feized with a pannic, and thrown into the ut- 
moft confternation, and turned their backs upon 
their enemy: thefe are either the words of the pro- 
phet, who had a view, by a fpirit of prophecy, of 
the confternation, confufion, and flight of the Egyp- 
tian army; or of the Lord, who forefaw all this, 
and reprefents it as if it was done, becaufe of the 
certainty of it; upbraiding the Egyptians with their 
pufillanimity and cowardice : and their mighty ones 
are beaten down, and are fled apace, and look not 
back; or, their mighty ones are broken * , their va- 
liant foldiers and officers, their beft troops, were 
broken to pieces, their ranks and files, and thrown 
into the utmoft diforder ; and therefore made all 
the hafte they could to efcape the fury of the enemy, 
and fled with the utmoft precipitation, and never 
-ftopped to look back upon their purfuers ; fo great 
their fear: for fear was round about, faith the Lord, 
from whence it came; it was he that put it into 
them, took away their courage, and made them a 
Magor-miffabib, the word here ufed; fee ch. xx. 3. 
The Targum is, ‘* they looked not back to refift 
** them that flay with the fword, who are gathered 
*¢ againft them rotind about, faith the Lord ;” 
their enemies furrounded them, and that was the 
reafon fear was round about them, and both were 
from the Lord; or as he had faid, determined, and 
foretold it fhould be. 

y. 6. Let not the fwift flee away, nor the mighty 
men efcape, &c.] Thofe that were {wift of foot like 
Afabel, or carried but light armour, let not fuch 
truft to their fwiftnefs or light carriage ; nor let 
the mighty man think to efcape by reafon of his 
great ftrength, to make his way thro’ the enemy, 
and get out of his hands. Or this may be ren- 
dered as future, the /wift fhall not flee away, &c'. 
fo the Targum; neither the one nor the other fhall 
efeape by the nimblenefs of their heels, or the 
foutnefs of their hearts: they fhall fumble and fall 
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toward the north, by the river Euphrates; which 
lay north of ‘fudea, where the prophet was, to 
whom this word came; and alfo was to the north 
of Egypt, whofe deftruétion is here threatened : the 
place where this rout and flanghter would be made, 
was Carchemi/h, which was fituated by that river; on 
the north fide of which city, according to Abarbi- 
nel, the battel was ; and which fenfé is mentioned 
by Kimchi, which the other follows. 

¥. 7. Who is this that cometh up as a flood, &c.] 
Thefe are either the words of the prophet, whd 
having a vifion in prophecy of the march of the 
Egyptian army from the fouth to the north, which 
he compares to a flood; in allufion to the river 
Nile, which ufed to overflow its banks, and fpread 
itfelf over the land ; becaufe of the vaft numbers 
of which it confifted ; becaufe of the noife it made; 
and becaufe of its rapidity and force, threatning 
to bear all down before it; as wondering, afks, 
who it was, whofe army it was, and to whom it 
belonged ? or they are the words of God, who 
puts this queftion, in order to give an anfwer to 
it, and thereby upbraid the Egyptians with their 
arrogance, pride, and vanity; which would all come 
to nothing: whofe waters are moved as the rivers ? 
whofe numerous armies came with a great noife 
and force, like the openings of the Nile, the feven 
gates of it; which were very boifterous, efpecially 
in hard gales of wind: it is no unufual thing for 
large armies to be compared to floods and rivers, 


which move forcibly and fwiftly, and make a largé 


fpread; fee If viii. 7, 8. Ezek. xxvi. 3, 19. Thé 
Targum is, ** who is this that comes up with his 
** army as a cloud, and covers the earth, and as a 
‘¢ fountain of water, whofe waters are moved ?” 
¥. 8. Egypt rifeth up as a flood, and his waters 
are moved like the rivers, &c.] This is the anfwer 
to the above queftion; that it was Egypt that was 
feen ; the king of Egypt, as the Syriac verfion; he 
with his army, as the Zargum; and which was fo 
numerous, that it feemed as if the whole country 
of Egypt, all the inhabitants of it, were come alone 
with him ; thefe rofe up like the Ni/e, and moved 
like the feveral fluices of it, with great velocity 
and force, as if they would carry all before them: 
and be faith, I will go up; Pharaoh Necho king of 
Egypt faid, I will go up from my own land to the 
north, to meet the king of Babylon: and will cover 
the earth; with his army ; even all the north-coun- 
try, the whole Babylonifhb empire ; which he affected 
to be mafter of, grafping at univerfal monarchy: 
I will deftroy the city, and the inhabitants thereof ; 
which Abarbinel reftrains to the city Carchemip, 
where his army was fimitten: but it is better to 
interpret the fingular by the plural, as the Zar- 
gum does, I will deftroy cities; fince it was not a 
fingle city he came up to take, nor would this fa- 
tisfy his ambitious temper. 
¥. 9. Come up ye borfes, and rage ye chariots, &c.]} 
Thefe are either the words of Pharach, giving or- 
ders to his cavalry and charioteers to make hatte 
and come up to battel, not doubting of victory : 
or rather of the Lord by the prophet, ironically 
calling upon the horfemen in the Egyptian army, 
to come on and engage with the enemy, and be- 
have gallantly ; and thofe in the chariots to drive 
Fehu like, with great fwiftnefs, force, and fury, to 
make their chariots rattle again, and run about 
here 
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here and there like mad men, as the word * fig- 
nifies, to throw the enemy into confufion and dif- 
order if they could: end Jet the mighty men come 
forth; out of the land of Egypt, as Abarbinel, or 
let them come forth, and appear in the field of 
battel with courage and greatnefs of mind, and do 
all, their might and {kill can furnifh them with, or 
enable them to do: the Ethiopians, and the Lybians 
that handle the field; or Cujo and Phut, both fons 
of Ham, and brethren of Mizraim, from whence 
Egypt had its name, Gen.x. 6. the pofterity of thefe 
are meant. The Cu/hites or Ethiopians were near 
neighbours of the Egyptians, and their allies and 
confederates. The Lybians or Phuteans, as the 
Targum, were the pofterity of Phut, who dwelt to 
the weftward of Zgypt, and were the auxiliaries of 
that nation, and with the E¢hiopiaus and Lydians 
are mentioned as fuch in Ezek. xxx. 4,5. as here. 
The fhield was a weapon they much ufed in war, 
and were famous for their {kill in it, and are de- 
fcribed by it. The Egyptians were remarkable for 
their fhields: Xenophon “ defcribes them as haying 
fhields reaching down to their feet; and which co- 
vered their bodies more than the breaft-plates and 
targets of the Perfians did; which helped them to 
puth forward, having them on their fhoulders, fo 
that the enemy could not withitand them: and the 
Lydians that handle and bend the bow, thele were 
the pofterity of Ludim the fon of Mizraim, Gen. | 
x. 13. and were the Lydiaus in Africa, and not: in 
Afia, who fprung from Lud the fon of Shem, Gen.’ 
x. 22. they were famous for their fkilfulnefs in the 
ufe of bows and arrows; fee Jf lxvi. 19. now thefe 
are called together to ufe their military fkill, and 
fhew all the courage they wete matters of ; and yet 
all would be in vain. SBochart * endeavours. to 
prove by various arguments, that thefe Lydians 
were Ethropiaus ; and among the reit, becaufe they 
are here, and in J/- Ixvi. 19. defcribed as expert in 
handling, bending, and drawing the bow; which 
he proves by the teftimonies of feveral writers, the 
Ethiopians were famous for ; that bows were their 
armour; and that theirs were larger than others, 
even than the Perfians, being four cubits long; 
that they were very dextrons in {hooting their ar- 
rows; took fure aim, and feldom miffed. 

¥.10. For this is the day of the Lord God of 
hofts, &c.| Or, but this is the day %, &c. not- 
withftanding this great apparatus for war, and 
thofe many auxiliaries the Egyptians would have ; 
yet it would not be their day, in which they fhould 
get the better of their enemies; but the Lord’s 
day ; the day he had appointed ; who is the Lord 
God of all armies, above and below; and who 
would bring his own armies together when he 
pleafed, and give them victory: a@ day of ven- 
geance, that be may avenge him of bis enemies; the 
enemies of his people, as the Zargum; the Egyp- 
tians, who had been of old the implacable enemies 
of his people [/rael; tho’ now, contrary to his 
will, they too much trufted to them, and relied on 
them; according to Kimchi, this vengeance was 
taken on them for killing Fofab: and the {word 
frall devour, and it fhall be fatiate, and made drunk 
with their blood; that is, the fword of the Cha/- 
deans {hall deftroy the Egyptians in fuch vaft num- 
bers, that there fhall be no more to be flain; or 
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| there fhall be no defire in the enemy to flay any 


more; they fhall be glutted with their blood. All 
the phrafes are defigned to thew the carnage that 
fhould be made; the vaft deftruétion of the people; 
the large numbers that fhould be flain: for the 
Lord God of hofis hath a facrifice in the north country 
by the river Euphrates; near Carchemifb, fituated by 
the river Euphrates, which lay north of Agypt; fee 
¥.2,6,, Here is an allufion to the facrifices of great 
perfons, which are many ; the Lord of hofts had a 
facrifice, or a great flaughter of men, his enemies; 
inflicted punifhment on them, wherein his power, 
Juitice, and holinefs were difplayed; fee Jf xxxiv. 6. 

¥. 11, Go up into Gilead, &c.| Still the irony 
or farcafm is continued. , Gilead was a place in the 
land of J/rael famous for balm or balfam, ufed in 
curing wounds; fee ch. viii. 22. hence it follows: 
and. take balm, O virgin, daughter of Egypt , the 
kingdom of Egypt, as the Targum; fo called be- 
caufe of its glory and excellency ; and becaufe as 
yet it had not been conquered and brought under 
the power of another: now, the inhabitants of it 
are bid to take balm or balfam, as Kimchi and 
Ben Melech; but this grew not in Gilead beyond 
Yordan, but neat Jericho on this fide Fordan, as 
Bochart * has proved from various authors ; par- 
ticularly Sirabe * fays of Fericho, that there is the 
paradife of balfam, an aromatic plant, and ef great 
efteem; for there only it is produced: and fo Dio- 
dorus Siculus.», {peaking of places near Fericho, fays, 
about thefe places, in a certain valley, grows what 
is called balfam, from which much profit arifes ; 
nor is the plant to be found in egy other part of 
the world: and fuftin * obferves the fame; that 
much riches accrue to the nation from the tax on 
balfam, which is oxy produced in this country, in 
Jericho, and the valley near it; yea, Kimchi him- 
felf elfewhere ¢ fays, that the balfam is not any 
where in the whole world, but in Jericho. The 
word therefore fhould be rendered, rofm, as alfo in 
ch, viii..22. as it is by fome ©; and which is ufed 
in cleanfing, healing, and contra¢ting wounds, and 
difperfing humours, as Pliny ‘ relates ; and this 
here is ordered to be taken, either literally, to cure 
the vaft number of their wounded by. the Cha/- 
deaus ; or rather figuratively, ‘they are called upon 
to make ufe of all means to recover their lofs 
fuftained; by recruiting their army, fortifying their 
cities, and getting frefh allies and auxiliaries; all 
which would yet be to no purpofe: i# vain fhalt 
thou ufe many medicines, for thou fhalt nor be cured ; 
notwithftanding all means made ufe of to repair 
its lofles ; tho’ it fhould not utterly be deftroyed, 
yet fhould never recover its former glory. 

y. 12. The nations have heard of thy faame, &c.)} 
Their fhameful defeat and overthrow by the Cha/- 
dean army ; fo after the manner of prophecy, the 
thing is related as done; the baftel fought, and 
the victory obtained; and the rumour and fame of 
it fpread among the nations, to the great morttfi- 
cation of this proud people: and thy cry hath filled 
the laud; the thrieks of the wounded; the cry @ 
the purfued and taken , the lamentation of frien 
and relations for their dead ; with one thing or an- 
other of this kind the whole land of Egypt was 
filled ; yea, all the countries round about them, in 
confederacy with them, were filled with diftrefs = 
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the lofs of their own ; the calamity was large and 
fpreading, and the rumour of it: for the mighty 
man bato fumbled againft the mighty, and they are 
fallen both together, either the mighty Egyptians 
againft the mighty Chaldeans; and tho’ the latter 
were the conquerors, yet loft abundance of men; 
fo that there were mighty ones fell on both fides: 
or rather as Farchi, Kimchi and Abarbinel, the mighty 
Egyptians in their flight fell, and other mighty ones 
of them following, ftumbled at them, and fell upon 
them, and fo both becaine a prey to the purfuers ; 
or in their flight the. mighty Egyptians ftumbled 
againft their mighty auxiliaries before-mentioned, 
¥.g. and fo both came into the hands of their 
enemies. . The Targum is, both were flain. 

¥. 13. The word that the Lord fpake to Feremiah 
the prophet, &c.] This is a new and diftin& pro- 
phecy from the former, tho’ concerning Egypt as 
that; but inthis they differ; the former prophecy 
refpects only the overthrow of the Zgypiian army 
at a certain place ; this latter, the general deftruc- 
tion of the land; and was fulfilled fome years after 
the other; Zarchi fays, according to their chro- 
nicles *, in the 27th year of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign: 
how Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon fhould come, or, 
concerning the coming * of Nebuchadrezzar king of Ba- 
bylon, to fate the land of Egypt, who was to come, 
and did come, out of his country, into the land of 
Egypt, to {mite the inhabitants of it with the fword, 
take their cities, plunder them of their fubftance, 
and make them tributary to him. 

y. 14. Declare ye in Egypt, &c.] . The coming 
of the king of Babylon, and his intention to in- 
vade the land, and fubdue it: and publifh in Mig- 
dol, and publifo in Noph, and in Tabpanhes , of thefe 
places fee the note on ch.xliv. 1. thefe were prin- 
cipal ones in the land of Egypt, where the enemy 
fhould come, and which he fhould lay wafte ; and 
therefore the above things are to be publifhed for 
their warning ; and particularly thefe were places 
where the ews that went into Egypt, contrary to 
the will of God, refided; and therefore for their 
fakes alfo, this publication muft be made, to let 
them fee and know that they would not be fafe 
there, but would be involved in the general cala- 
- mity of the nation: fay ye, fland faft, and prepare 
thee; O Egypt, and the feveral cities mentioned, 
and all others; prepare for war, and to meet the 
enemy, refift and repel him; prefent yourfelves on 
the frontiers of your country; put yourfelves in 
proper places, and keep your ground : for the fword 
foall devour round about thee, the fword of the Chal- 
deans, into whofe hands fell Paleftine, Fudea, Syria, 
and other neighbouring countries ; and therefore 
it was high time for them to beftir themfelves, and 
provide for their defence and fafety. . 

y¥.15. Why are thy valiant men fwept away? 
é&c.] As with a mighty torrent, or a fweeping 
rain; fo the word is ufed in Prov. xxviii. 3. to 
which the Chaldean army may be compared ; which 
came with fuch irrefiftible force, as to drive the 
Egyptians from their pofts, fo that they could not 
ftand their ground. The Septuagint renders it, 
** why does Apis flee from thee? thy choice ox 
*¢ does not continue.” Which was the god of the 
Egyptians, they worfhipped in the form of an ox; 
this could not protect them, tho’ thought by them 
to be very mighty and powerful; fo Alianus ' 
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fays, Apis with the Egyptians is believed to be a 
moft powerful deity; yet could not fave them: but 
the word fignifies, their nobles, their mighty men 
of war, their generals and officers, at leaft their 
valiant foldiers; who yet were not able to ftand 
the tide ‘of power that came againft them. The 
reafon was, becaufe the Lord did drive them, by 
means of the Chaldeans; he difpirited them; he 
put them into a pannic, and they fled from their 
pofts; there is no ftanding againft the Lord, 

¥.16. He made many to fall, &c.| That is, 
the Lord, by the hand of the Chaldeans, by whofe 
fword multitudes fell in battel : yea, one fell upon an- 
other ; they fell in heaps, denoting the multitude 
of the flain; or rather, they fell in flight one 
upon another; one fell, and then another upon 
him, as ufually they do, when men are frighted 
and flee precipitantly, as in ¥. 12: and they faid, 
erife ; not thofe that fell, which may.feem at firft 
fight ; but either the ftrangers in the land of Egypt, 
as Kimchi, fuch as the ‘ews were; who perceiving 
the deftruction that was coming on Egypt, exhort 
one another to arife, and get out of it; or rather 
the auxiliaries of the Egyptians, as the Ethiopians, 
Lybians and Lydians, y.9. who finding the enemy 
too, {trong for them, and they themfelves deferted 
or unfupported by Pharach’s army, advife one an- 
other to quit his fervice, and provide for their own 
fafety: and let us go again to our own people, and 
to the land of our nativity, their own country, 
where they were born, and their friends and rela- 
tions lived: that fo they might be fafe, from the 
opprefing fword, the fword of the Chaldeans. The 
Septuagint verfion is a very bad one, followed by 
the Arabic, which renders it, from the Grecian 
fword, and fo is the Vulgate Latin verfion, from 
the face of the dove; to countenance which it is 
faid, that the Chaldeans and Affyrians had a dove in 
their enfigns ; fee the note on ch. xxv. 38. and fo 
a moft ancient Sawon tranflation in the library of 
Chrift’s-Churchin Oxford, from the face of the fword 
of the culver *, or dove; that is, from their fword, 
who difplay their banners in the field, with’ the 
enfien of a dove; meaning the Chaldeans. The 
Targum is, ** from the fword of the enemy, which 
‘* is as wine inebriating ;” which fenfe is followed 
by Farchi. 

¥.17. They did cry there, &c.] Not the Chal- 
deans, deriding Pharaob and his army, and mock- 
ing them, faying the following words, as fome; 
nor the Egyptians in Egypt, as Kimchi, complaining 
of their king ; much lefs in Carchemifh, as others ; 
fince this prophecy refers to another event, time 
and place; but the auxiliaries of Egypt in the field 
of battel; thefe did cry out aloud, as follows: . 
Pharaoh king of Egypt is but a noife; he boafted 
and bragged of great things he would do, and 
does nothing ; he promifed to bring a large army 
into the field, and talked big of attacking the 
enemy with great ardour and fury, and hectored 
and bluftered as if he feared him not, and was . 
fure of victory; but when it came to the pufh, his 
courage failed him; and it may be faid of him, 
what the man faid of his nightingale, vox & pre- 
terea nibil, a voice, and nothing elfe. This was not 
Pharach-necho, as the Septuagint have wrongly in- 
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of nots a noify, big and blufterous king in 
words, but in deeds nothing: be hath paffed the 
time appointed, to join his auxiliaries, in order to 
give the enemy battel; and fo left them in the 
lurch, of which they complain ; or thro’ his dila- 
torinefs loft the proper opportunity of attacking 
him. Some indeed underftand it, not of the king 
of Egypt, but of the king of Babylon, as if the 
fenfe was this, the Egyptians cried aloud, and en- 
couraged themfelves and their allies againft the 
king of Babylon, faying, what Feremiah the. pro- 
phet faid concerning Pharaoh king of Egypt and 
his deftruction, is all mere noife; there is nothing 
in it; for the time fet by him for that event is 
pafied and over: others, becaufe the word has 
fometimes the fignification of a folemn meeting or 
feftival, take the meaning to be; that Pharaoh king 
of Egypt being brought to utter deftruction, as the 
word for oi/e may fignify, or being a noify tu- 
multuous prince, who brought ruin on himfelf and 
others, has thereby caufed the folemn feafts to pafs 
away ", or the feftivals to ceafe; whether in a 
civil or a religious way; but the firft fenfe feems 
beft. 

¥. 18. As I live, faith the king, whofe name is 
the Lord of hofts, &c.| A greater king than either 
Nebuchadnezzar or Pharaoh; the Lord of the ar- 
mies of heaven and earth; and who has them all 
at his command and fervice; fwears by his life, 
by himfelf, becaufe he can fwear by no greater, 
to the truth of what follows ; for this is the form 
of an oath: /urely, as Tabor is among the mountains, 
and as Carmel by the fea, fo fhall he come. Tabor 
is commonly faid to be the mountain on which our 
Lord was transfigured ; but that there is any juft 
foundation for it, is not certain. It was a moun- 
tain in Galilee, fituated on the borders of the tribes 
of Lfachar and Zebulun, Fofh. xix. 12, 22. it was 
two leagues from Nazareth eattward ®; three miles 
trom the lake of Genezareth ; ten miles from Dzo- 
cefarea to the eaft; and two days journey from 
Ferufalem°. Adrichomius” fays, it was a moft beau- 
tiful mountain, fituated in the midft of the plain 
ot Galilee, remarkable for its roundnefs, and was 
thirty furlongs high, abounding with vines, olives, 
and fruit-trees, with which it was fet all over; and 
gave to thofe at feaa moft delightful fight, at a 
confiderable diftance. Our countryman Mr. Maun- 
drel 4, who travelled up it, gives this account of 
it; that it ‘¢ ftands by itfelf in the plain of E/dra- 
“* elon (the fame the {fcripture calls the valley of 
<* Fezreel), after a very laborious afcent (fays he) 
** which took up near an hour, we reached the 
higheft part of the mountain: it has a plain area 
** at top, moft fertile and delicious; of an oval 
“* figure, extended about one furlong in breadth, 
and two in length: this area is inclofed with 
trees on all parts, except towards the fouth.” 
It is called by the Septuagint, Fofephus, and other 
writers, [tabyrium. Carmel is with great propriety 
called Carmel by the fea: it was fituated on the bor- 
der of the tribe of Aber; and near to it was the 
Tiver Kifhon, Fofh. xix. 26. 1 Kings xviii. 40, 43. 
So Mr. Maundrel * fays, ‘* we arrived in two hours 
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*¢ at that ancient fiver, the river Ki/box, which 
“« cuts his way down the middle of the plain of 
‘ Hjdraelon , and then continuing his courfe cloie 
‘ by the fide of mount Carme/, falls into the fea 
“* at a place called Caypha ;” by which Dlink all 

ny * calls 


° 
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that the mount was near the fea; and Piizy * ca 

it a promontory; and places it on the Phenician 
fhore; on which he fays were the promontory Car- 
mel, and a town upon the mountain of the fame 
name, formerly called Eebatana. Adrichomius* gives 
it the name of Carmel of the fea; and fays it was 
a very high mountain, and woody, abounding with 
moft noble vines, olives, fruit-trees, and odori- 
ferous herbs. So Yo/epbus * makes mention of Cap- 
mel, and the fea together ;»he fays, the Zebulonites 
obtained land as far as the lake of Genezareth, con- 
tiguous to Carmel and the fea; and their being near 
to each other appears from a paflage in the Yeru- 
falemTalmud” , lays ‘* R. Samuel Bar Chaja Bar Fu- 
‘© dab, in the name of A. Chanina, when the orb 
“‘ of the fun begins to fet, a man ftanding on 
“* mount Carmel, and goes down and dips in the 
“< great fea (the Mediterranean fea) and goes up 
‘“* again, and eats his zeruma (or offering). it it a 
‘* pre{umption that he dipped in the day-time ;” 
and which is alfo evident from the paffage in 1 Kings 
XViil. 42, 43. where Edyah and his fervant ate faid 
to be on the top of mount Carme/, and from thence 
he bid his fervant look towards the fea: now thefe 
mountains fo fituated, are taken notice of, either 
to fhew the manner of the king of Badylon’s coming 
aginit Hgypt ; that as Tabor and Carmel were high 
mountains in the land of J/rae/, fo fhould Nebuchad- 
nezzar litt up his head on high, and come with 
great pride and haughtinefs ot {pirit againft the 
Egyptians , or rather the certainty of his coming, 
that he fhould come as fure as thofe mountains 
were in the places they were; or beft of all, 
the certainty of the deftruction of the Egyptians, 
and the truth of this prophecy concerning it ; 
tho’ the Egyptians were as firm, and might’ think 
themfelves as fecure and as immoveable as the 
above mountains, yet fhould certainly come to ruin, 
and the word of God concerning it fhould ftand as 
firm as they. ‘To this fenfe agrees the Zargum, 
‘* as this word ftands firm, that Zador is among 
‘¢ the mountains, and Carme/ in the fea, fo fhall 
‘* his deftruction come.” The words, according 
to the accents, may be better rendered, as Tabor 
among the mountains, and Carmel alfo, ‘be fhall come 
into the Jfea*; that is, Pharaoh, tho’ he lift up his 
head as high as Yabor and Carmel, he fhall be 
brought low into the depths of the fea; into a 
moft forlorn and deplorable condition, into a very 
low eftate; and perhaps there may be an allufion 
to the ancient Pharaoh being drowned in the fea; 
and with this agrees the Syriac verfion, Pharaoh 
foall fall as the fragment of a mountain, and as Car- 
mel, into the midft of the fea, compare with this 
Matt, xi. 23. 

y. 19. O thou daughter dwelling in Egypt, 8ec.} 
That is, O ye inhabitants of Egypt, that have 
long dwelt there, in great fecurity, enjoying great 
plenty, and who promifed themfelves a long con- 
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tinuance: furnifh thyfelf to go into captivity ; or, 
make or prepare for thyfelf veffels of captivity’, or 
fuch things as are proper for captives, as fuitable 


cloaths to travel in, fhoes to walk in, fcrip and 
ftaff, and the like ; expect captivity, and prepare 
for it: for Noph fhall be wafte and defolate without 
an inhabitant ; the city Memphis, as the Targum, 
and all the verfions: this is particularly mentioned, 


becaufe it was a royal city, as Kimchi obferves; and 


tho’ a very populous one, its deftru€tion fhould be 
fo general, that not an inhabitant fhould be left in 


it: the devaftation of this city is put for that of 


all the reft, and as a fure token of it and the whole 
nation going into captivity. 

‘¥. 20. Egypt is like a very fair heifer, &c.| Like 
an heifer that has never been under a yoke, it hav- 
ing never been conquered, and brought under the 
power of another; and like a beautiful, fat, and 
well-fed one, abounding in wealth and riches, in 
pleafures and delights, in wantonnefs and luxury, 
and fit for flaughter, and ready for it. The Tar- 
gum is, ** Egypt was a beautiful kingdom.” Some 
think there is an allufion to the gods of Egypt, 
Apis and Muevis, which were heifers or oxen, very 
beautiful, that had fine fpots and marks upon 
them. 


Heliopolis, the city of the fun, the fame with Beth- 
Joemefo, whole deftruction is prophefied of in ch. 
xliii. 13. fee the note there; and both thefe were 


of various colours, as Ovid * fays, particularly of 


one of them, and is true of both. Pomponius 


Mela * obferves of Apis, the god of all the people of 


Egypt, that it was a black ox, remarkable for certain 


fpots ; and unlike to others in its tongue and tail.’ 


And Solinus » fays, it is famous for a white fpot on 
its right fide, in the form of a new moon: with 
whom Pliny * agrees, that it has a white fpot on 
the right fide, like the horns of the moon, when it 
begins to increafe ; and that it has a knot under 
the tongue, which they call a beetle. And fo He- 
rodotus * fays, it is very black, and has a white 
four-fquare fpot on the forehead ; on the back, the 
effigies of an eagle; two hairs in the tail, and a 
beetle on the tongue. To which may be added 
what Strabo* reports, that at Memphis, the royal 
city of Egypt, is the temple of Apis, the fame with 
Ofiris; where the ox of pis is fed in an inclofure, 
and reckoned to be a god; it is white in its fore- 
head, and in fome fmall parts of the body, and 
the reft black ; by which marks and figns, it is 
always judged what is proper to be put in its place 
when dead. In the table of Js‘, publifhed by 
Pignorius, it is otherwife painted and defcribed ; 
its head, neck, horns, buttocks and tail black, 
and the reft white; and on the right fide, a cor- 
niculated ftreak. lianus® fays, thefe marks were 
in number twenty-nine, and according to the Egyp- 
tians, were fymbols of things; fome, of the nature 
of the ftars ; fome, of the overflowing of the Nile ; 
fome, of the darknefs of the world before the light, 


and of other things: and all agree, that the ox looked | 
fair and beautiful, to which the allufion is; and | 


there may be in the words an ironical farcafm, flout 


Apis was worfhipped at Memphis, or Noph 
before-mentioned, as to be wafted{,; and Myevis at 
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not fave them from the deftruction coming upon 
them, as follows: but deftruéfion cometh, it cometh 


from the north ; that is, the deftruction of Egypt, 


which fhould come from Cha/dea, which lay north 
of Egypt, and the coming of it is repeated, to 
denote the quicknefs and certainty of it: the word 
ufed fignifies a cutting off, or a cutting up; in al- 
lufion to the cutting off the necks of heiférs, which 
ufed to be done when flain, Devt. xxi. 4. or to che 
cutting of them up, as is done by butchers: and 
the abitract being put for the concrete, it may be 
rendered, the cutter up; or, cutter off; men, like 
butchers, fhall come out of Babylon, and flay and 
cut up this heifer. . So the Targum, ** people, that 
** are flayers, fhall come out of the north againft 
“« her, to fpoil her’;” that is, the Chaldean army, 
agreeable to the Syriac verfion, ‘* an army fhall 
** come out of the north againft her.” 

y. 21. All ber hired men are in the midft of ber 
like fatted bullocks, 8c.] Or, bullocks of the fiall*; 
foldiers of other countries, that were hired into the 
fervice of Egypt, and lived fo delicioufly there, that 
they were unfit for war, and were like fatted beafts 
prepared for the flaughter. The Targum and Far- 
chi interpret it, her princes!; who had the care of 
this heifer, and of the feeding of it; thefe themfelves 
were like that, nourifhed for the day of flaughter: 


for they alfo are turned back, and are fled away to- 
gether ; they turned their backs upon the enemy 


in battel, and fled in great confufion and precipi- 
tancy; fee ¥. 15, 16: they did not fiand , and face 
the enemy, and fight him, but fell or fled before 
him: ecaufe the day of their calamity was come upon 
them, and the time of their vifitation , the time ap- 
pointed by the Lord to vifit and punifh them, and 
bring deftruction on them for their fins. 

¥. 22. The voice thereof foall go like a ferpent, 
&c.] That is, the voice of Egypt, before compared 
to a heifer, when in its glory; but now it fhall 
not bellow like a heifer in fat pafture, but hifs like 
a ferpent, when drove out of its hole, and pur- 
fued ; fignifying, that their voice fhould be low 
and fubmiffive, and fhould not fpeak one big or 
murmuring word to their conquerors. The voice - 
of the ferpent is, by Ariffotle™, faid to be fmall 
and weak ; fo Alianus". Tho’ Farchi, Kimchi, 
and Abarbinel, underftand it of the voice of fer- 
pents heard afar off; and fo it may refpe¢ct the 
dreadful lamentation the Egyptians fhould make, 
when they fhould fee the Chaldeans come upon them 
to deftroy them ; juft as ferpents in woods make a 
horrible noife, when they are fet on fire, or are 
cut down, to which there is an allufion in fome 
following claufes. “The Yargum feems to interpret 
this of the Chaldean army thus, ‘* the voice of the 
“< clafhing of their arms as ferpents creeping ;” 
and of them the following words are certainly 
meant: for they fhall march with an army; the 
Targum adds, againft you; the meaning is, that 
the Chaldeans fhould come with a great army, and 
march againft the Egyptians with great ftrength, 
force, and fury : and come againft her with axes, as 
bewers of wood; with battel-axes, as if they came 
to cut down trees;° nor would they fpare the Egyp- 


and jeer at the gods they’ worfhipped, which could | ¢ians, any more than fuch hewers do the trees ; 
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nor would they be able any more to refift them, 
than trees can refift hewers of wood. 

¥. 23. They foall cut down her foreft, faith the 
Lord, &c.] The land of Egypt, compared to a fo- 
reft, for the multitude of its cities and towns, and 
the inhabitants of them; which fhould be deftroyed 
by the Chaldeans, as a foreft is cut down by hewers 
of wood ; the metaphor is here continued. The 
_ Targum interprets this of the princes of Egypt, and 
the deftruétion of them. Iho’ it cannot be fearched ; 
either the foreft of Egypt, which was fo thick of 
trees ; that is, the land was fo full of towns and 
cities, that they could not be fearched and num- 
bered ; and tho’ the way thro’ it feemed impaffa- 
ble, yet was made paffable by the hewers of wood: 
or its deftruétion would be fo general, that it can- 
not be fearched °, or found out, where this foreft 
was, where thofe trees grew, not one of them 
ftanding: or elfe this is to be underftood of the 
Chaldean army, which was fo great, that it could 
not be numbered: Jecaufe they are more than the 
grafboppers, and are innumerable ; which creatures 
come in large numbers, and eat up every green tree 
and herb ; and fo the Chaldean army, being alike 
numerous, would eafily cut down the trees of this 
foreft, tho’ they were fo many. 

¥. 24. The daughter of Egypt fhall be confounded, 
&c.] Brought to fhame before all the nations of 
the earth, being conquered by the Chaldeans ; that 
is, the kingdom of Egypt, as the Targum, or the 
inhabitants of it, being fubdued and carried cap- 
tive : fhe fhall be delivered into the band of the peo- 
ple of the north ; the Chaldeans,\who dwelt north- 
ward of £gypt, as is manifeft from what follows. 

y. 25. Ihe Lord of hofts, the God of L/rael faith, 
&c.] Thefe titles are often given to the Lord, and 
fet before prophecies that come from him ; and, 
according to Kimchi, the reafon why he is here 
fpoken of as the God of J/rael, was, becaufe the 
vengeance threatened to the Egyptians, fhould come 
upon them, as a punifhment for ufing J/rael ill; 
as Shifbak king of Egypt, and Pharaoh Necho, who 
flew Fofiah: bebold, I will punifhb the multitude of 
No; the inhabitants of it, which were many, called 
populous No, Nab. iti. 8. a famous city in Egypt. 
Some take it to be Dio/polis or Thebes; and others ?, 
the fame that is now called Alexandria; and fo the 
Targum renders it; and which is followed by the 
Vulgate Latin verfion : and Farchi calls it the feig- 
nory or government of Alexandria, and takes Amon, 
the word for multitude, to fignify the prince of this 
place ; and fo Kimchi and Ben Melech interpret it, 
king of a city called No: rather Jupiter Ammon 2 is 
meant, an idol of the Egyptians, which had a temple 
in Thebes, and was worfhipped in it; and who 
had his name from Ham, the fon of Noah. Hil- 
lerus*, by various arguments, endeavours to prove, 
that No is the fame city with Memphis, and that 
No Amon fignifies the habitation of the nourifbed ; 
that is, of Apis, which was nourifhed here. But 
be he who he will, or the place what it will, he or 
that would certainly be punifhed, And Pharaoh, 
and kgypt, with their gods, and their kings, Pha- 
raob, the prefent king of Egypt, who was Pharaoh 
Hlophra, and all the land of Egypt; and all their 
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numerous idols, which were many indeed ; and the 
feveral governors of the nomes or provinces into 
which the land was diftributed ; thefe fhould be 
punifhed, and fuffer in the general calamity: Aves 
Pharaoh, and all them that truft in him; the Fews 


that dwelt in Egypt, and who thought themielvés © 


fafe under his protection; fuch who went alo 
with Yebanan thither, contrary to the will of God; 
thefe fhould not efcape punifhment, but be in- 
volved in the fame deftruction. a 

¥. 26. And I will deliver them into the band fe 


thofe that feek their lives, &c.] Into the hands) of ' 
the Chaldeans, that is, the king of Egypt, and all’ 


his people, and thofe that trufted in him) and» 
into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, 


and into the hand of bis fervants; his general officers, 


that commanded in his army under him. Bero- 
fus*, the Chaldean, makes mention of Nebuchad- 
nexzar’s cartying the Egyptians captive into Baby- 
lon. _ And afterwards it foall be inhabited, as in the 
days of old; after forty years, as Ezekiel, prophe- 
fied, ch. xxix. 13, 14. not that it fhould rife to 
the fame glory and dignity as before, for it would 
be but a bafe kingdom ; but whereas it was) defo- 
late and uninhabited after this deftruétion, it fhould 
now be inhabited again. 

¥. 27. But fear thou not, O my fervant-Facob, 
and be not difmayed, O Ifrael, &c.}] The fame 
things are faid in ch. xxx. 10. fee the note there: 
behold, I will fave thee from afar off, and thy feed 
Jrom the land of their captivity ; Grotius thinks the 
Jews carried into Egypt by Pharaoh Necho, along 
with Fehoabaz, are meant ; but it does not appear 
that any were carried captive along with him, 
2 Kings xxiii. 33, 34. archi fappotes thefe to be 
the righteous in Egypt, who were carried thither 
by Fohanen againit their will; but tho’ they may 
be included, even that fmall remnant that fhould 
efcape, ch. xliv. 28. yet the Fews in Babylon, and 
other provinces, are chiefly defigned ; and the 
words are intended to comfort them in their cap- 
tivity, with a promife of their return, left they 
fhould be difcouraged, in hearing that the Zgyp- 
tians fhould inhabit their own land again; and 
they not theirs: and Facob fhall return, and be in 
refi, and at eafe, and none foall make him afraid; 
this will have its full accomplifhment hereafter in 
the latter day ; when the Fews will be converted, and 
return to their own land, and never be difturbed 
more, ‘as they have been, ever fince their return 
from the Babylonifh captivity. So Kimchi fays, this 
paflage refpects time to come. +t tg 

y. 28. Kear thou not, O Facob, my servant, faith 
the Lord, for Iam with thee, &c.| \Tho’vatar off, 
in foreign lands, and in captivity: this exhortation 
is repeated, to ftrengthen their confolation; and. 
them, againft their fears of being caft off by the 
Lord : for I will make a full end of all the nations, 
whither I have driven thee, the Babylonians and 
Chaldeans are no more: but 1 will not.make a@ full 
end of thee, the Fews to this day remain a people, 
and diftinét from others, tho’ {cattered about in the 
world: but correct thee in meafure, with j it, 
and in. mercy: yet will I not leave, thee w 
punifbed fee the note on ch. xxx. TEs tage Boe 
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HIS chapter contains a prophecy of the de- 

ftruction of the Phili/tines chiefly; and alfo 
of the Zyrians and Zidonians. ‘The title of the pro- 
phecy, ¥. 1. the inftruments of this deftruétion, 
who are compared to overflowing waters; which 
would caufe great lamentation in the inhabitants of 
the places where they fhould come, y¥. 2. the noife 
of their horfes and chariots would be fo terrible, 
as to make parents flee and leave their own chil- 
dren, ¥. 3. at the fame time Tyre and Zidon would 
fall into the hands of the enemy, and have no 
helper, y. 4. particular places in Paleftine are men- 
tioned, that fhould be deftroyed, ¥. 5. and all 
this owing to a commiffion the Lord gave to the 
fword, and which therefore would continue to ra- 
vage, ¥. 6, 7: 


y¥. 1. The word of the Lord that came to Feremiah 
the prophet againft the Philiftines, &c.] As the for- 
mer prophecies were againft the Egyptians, the 
friends and allies of the ‘ews, in whom they truft- 
ed; this is againft the Phili/tines, the near neigh- 
bours of the ‘ews, and their implacable enemies: 
the time of this prophecy was, before Pharaoh 
finote Gaza ; one of the five cities of the Philifines, 
a very ftrong and fortified place, as its name fig- 
nifies ; fee Aé#s viii. 26. and the note there. The 
ews, in their Chronicle, fay ', this was fulfilled 
in the eighth year of Zedekiah, when Pharaoh 
came out of Egypt, while the Chaldeans were be- 
fieging Fernfalem ; which they hearing of, broke 
up the fiege, and went forth to meet hith ; upon 
which he went to Gaza, and deftroyed that, and 
returned to Egypt again. Both Ferchi and Kimchi 
make mention of this, but fay, it was in the tenth 
year of Zedekiab , and which, no doubt,’ is the 
trueft reading, fince the Chaldean army did not 
come up againft Feru/falem, until the ninth year of 
his reign. But it is more likely that this Pharaob 
was Pharaoh Necho, and that he fell upon Gaza, 
and fmote it, either when he came to Carchemi/h, 
or when he returned from thence, after he had 
flain Fofiah.. Now this prophecy was delivered out 
before any thing of this kind happened, and when 
the Philiftines were in the utmoft peace, and in no 
fear or expectation of deftruction ; and the {miting 
of this fingle city by the king of Egypt, is fore- 
told,’ as the forerunner and pledge of a greater 
deftruéction of the land by the king of Babylon, 
next mentioned. 

¥. 2. Lhus faith the Lord, behold, waters rife up 
out of the north, &c.} Meaning an army of men, 
which fhould come in great numbers, and with 
ereat force and rapidity, like an overflowing flood. 
So the Targum, ‘* behold, people fhall come from 
*¢ the north ;” that is, from Chaldea, which lay 
notth of Paleftine: and shall be an overflowing 
flood, and foalloverflow' the land, and all that is 
therein 3 or, the fulnefs of it“ ; the land of the Phi- 
liftines, and carry off the men and cattel, and all 
the riches thereof: the city, and them that dwell 


therein, not any particular or fingle city, as Gaza; 


but the feveral cities of Palefine; and the inhabi- 
tants of them ‘then the men'foall cry, and all the 


snbabitants‘of the land foall howl ; not being able 
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to do any thing elfe; not to defend themfelves, 
their families, and property ; and feeing nothing 
but ruin and deftruction ‘before their eyes. 

¥. 3. At the noife of the fiamping of the hoofs of 
his firong horfes, c.] The noife of the cavalry of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s army, as they came marching on 
towards the country of the Pdiliffines ; who being 
mounted on ftrong pranfing horfes, made a great 
noife as they came along, and were heard at a 
diftance : at the rufbing of his chariots, and at the 
rumbling of his wheels; the rattling and clatter the 
chariot-wheels made; in which rode the chief offi- 
cers and generals, with other mighty men: cha- 
riots were much ufed in war in thofe times: she 
fathers foall not look back to their children for feeble- . 
nefs of hands, they fhould be fo frighted at the 
approach of the enemy, and flee with fuch preci- 
pitance to provide for their own fafety; that they 
fhould not think of their children, or ftay to deli- 
ver and fave them, the moft near and dear unto 
them ; being fo terrified, as not to be able to lift’ 
up their hands to defend themfelves, and protect 
their chldren. The Targum is, ‘* the fathers fhall 
** not look back to have mercy on their chil- 
** dren ;” in their fright fhould forget their na- 
tural affection to them, and not fo much as look 
back with an eye of pity and compaffion on 
them; fo intent upon their own deliverance and 
fafety. 

¥. 4. Becaufe of the day that cometh to fpoil all 
the Philiftines, &c.] The time appointed by the 
Lord for their deftruction, which fhould be uni- 
verfal: and to cut off from Tyrus and Zidon every 
helper that remaineth, thefe were cities in Phenicia, 
which bordered on the country of the Philiftines, 
who were their auxiliaries in time of diftrefs; but 
now being wafted themfelves, could give them no 
help, when Nebuchadnezzar attacked them ; as he 
did Tyre particularly, which he befieged thirteen 
years, and at laft deftroyed it, and Zidon with it : 
for the Lord will {poil the Philiftines, the remnant of 
the country of Caphtor, thefe laft are not put by 
way of appofition, as if they were the fame with 
the Pbiliftines, though they were near of kin to 
them, coming from Cuflahim; who were the po- 
fterity of Mizraim, as well as Caphtorim, Gen: x. 
13, 14. indeed the Phili/tines are faid to be brought 
from Caphtor, Amos ix. 7. being very probably 
taken captive by them, but refcued from them ; 
and now in confederacy with them, and like to 
fhare the fame fate as they. The Targum renders 
it, ‘‘ the remnant of the ifland of the Cappado- 
“¢ cians ;” and fo the Vulgate Latin verfion. Some 
think the Co/chi, others that the Cretians are meant. 
R. Saadiah, by Caphtor underitands Damiata, a 
city in Egypt ; which is the fame with Pe/u/um ot 
Sin, the ftrength of Egypt, Ezek. xxx. 15. and it 
is ufual with the Fews “ to call this place Capbut- 
kia, the fame with Caphtor, they fay ; and in 4ra- 
bic, Damiata. 

¥. 5. Baldnefs is come upon Gaza, &c.] The 
Targum is, ‘* vengeance is come to the inhabi- 
“ ‘tants of Gaza.” It is become like a man, whofe 
hair“4s fallen. from his head, or is clean’ fhaved 
off; its -houfes were demolifhed ; its inhabitants 

flain, 
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flain, and their wealth plundered ; a pillaged and 
depopulated place. Some underftand this of fhav- 
ing or tearing off the hair for grief, and mourning 
becaufe of their calamities ; which agrees with the 
latter claufe of the verfe: Afbkelon is cut off with 
the remnant of their valley; this was one of the five 
cities of the Philiftines; it lay north of Gaza. He- 
rodotus * calls Afbkelon a city of Syria, in which was 
the temple of Urania Venus, deftroyed by the Scy- 
thians ; faid to be built by Lydus Afcalus, and called 
fo after his name’. Of this city was Herod the 
king, and therefore called an Ajbkelonite; it was 
now deftroyed by Nebuchadnezzar, but afterwards 
rebuilt and inhabited ; and with it were deftroyed 
the refidue of the cities, towns, and villages, in 
the valley, adjoining to that and Gaza; or Ajbke- 
lon and Gaza, now deftroyed, were all that re- 
mained of the cities of the valley, and fhared the 
fame fate with them. The Targum is, ‘‘ the rem- 
“ nant of their ftrength ;” fo Kimchi, who inter- 
prets it of the multitude of their wealth and power. 
How long wilt thou cut thyfelf? their faces, arms, 
and other parts of their body, mourning and la- 
menting their fad condition; the words of the 
prophet, fignifying hereby, the dreadfulnefs of it, 
and its long continuance. 

¥. 6. O thou fword of the Lord, &c.} For tho’ 
it was the fword of the Chaldeans, yet being ap- 
pointed and fent by the Lord, and having a com- 
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HIS chapter contains a prophecy of the de- 
T ftruction of Moad, and of the mourning that 
fhould be for it; and not only its deftrudion in 
general is predicted, but particular places are men- 
tioned, on which it fhould fall, ¥. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 
the caufes of which were their confidence in their 
works and riches, their carnal eafe and fecurity, 
and their idolatry, they fhould now be afhamed 
of, ¥. 6—13. and this deftruction is reprefented 
both as certain, and as near, notwith{tanding their 
mighty warriors and choice young men, ¥. 14— 
17. and then other cities are particularly named, 
that fhould fhare in the calamity, ¥. 18—a5. and 
all this becaufe of their infolence to the Lord; 
their contempt of his people; their pride, arro- 
gance, and haughtinefs; their wrath, and their 
lies, ¥. 26—30. and this deftruction is further ex- 
aggerated, by the lamentation of the prophet over 
Moab in general, and over feveral particular cities; 
and by the lamentation of the inhabitants of them, 
becaufe of the fpoiling of their vines, their fruits, 
and their riches, ¥. 31—39. and this is confirmed 
by the Lord, as to the fwittnefs of the enemy that 
fhould deftroy them; the confternation and fear 
that fhould feize them; the flight they fhould be 
put to; and the confumption and captivity of 
them, ¥. 40—46. and the chapter is concluded 
with a promife of the return of their captivity in 
the latter day, y. 47. 


¥. 1. Againft Moab, thus faith the Lord of bofts, 
the God of Ifrael, &c.] The prophecy, concerning 
Moab, is introduced with thefe epithets of God, 
partly to obferve that the God of Jrael was the 
only true God, in oppofition to the gods of Moab, 
and other nations; and partly to point out his 
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miffion from him, and being ordered and direéted 
in his providence to ‘do his will, it is called his - 
{word : bow long will it be ere thou be quict ? and 
ceafe from deftroying men; wilt thou not ceafe till 
thou haft no more to deftroy ? put up thyfelf into 
thy fcabbard, reft and be fill; and make no more 
havock among the people: thefe are either the 
words of the Phili/tines, intreating a ftop might be 
put to the ravages of the fword, and that the war 
might ceafe, and the defolations of it; or rather 
of the prophet, commiferating their ftate as a man, 
tho’ they had been the avowed enemies of his peo- 
ple ; to which the following words of him are an 
anfwer, either to the Philiftines, fhewing why their 
requeft could not be granted, or as correcting 
himéfelf. 

¥. 7. How can it be quiet, &c.] There is no 
reafon to believe it will, nor can it be expected 
that it fhould; to ftop it is impoffible, and to re- 
queft that it might be ftopped is in vain: /éeing 
the Lord hath given it a charge againft Afpkelon, and 
agcinft the fea-/bore ? for it had a commiffion from 
the Lord to, deftroy the inhabitants of Abkelon, 
and other places, which lay ftill more towards the 
fea, as Foppa and Famue , and indeed, all Palefline 
lay on the coaft of the Mediterranean fea: there 
hath he appointed it , by an irreverfible decree of 
his, in righteoufnefs to punifh the inhabitants of 
thefe places for their fins. 
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omnipotence, being able to perform what he here 
predicts and threatens; as alfo to fuggeft, that 
for the enmity of the Moabites to his people I/rael, 
and their contempt of them, which is taken notice 
of in this chapter, and the ill treatment of them, 
the Lord would now take vengeance on them. 
Some render it, concerning Moab *; becaufe, every 
thing that is here faid, is not againft it; the chap- 
ter concludes in favour of it; tho’ the far greater 
part, and even all but the Jaft verfe, is againft it. 
This prophecy, according to Jofephus*, had its 
fulfilment about five years after the deftruéction of 
Ferufalem. Wo unto Nebo, for it is fpoiled, its 
walls broken down; its houfes demolifhed ; its in- 
habitants deftroyed, and plundered of their riches ; 
this, in prophetic language, is reprefented as done, 
becaufe of the certainty of it. Of this city, fee the 
note on J/. xv. 2. It is thought to be an oracu- 
lar one, where was a temple of their idol; and 
from whence their priefts gave out oracles, pro- 
mifing peace, and profperity, and fafety, to Moab; 
and therefore the defolation of that is firft prophe- 
fied of, to fhow that no dependence was to be had 
on thofe lying oracles. Kirjathaim is confounded 
and taken; a city in the tribe of Reuben, which 
afterwards came into the hands of the Moabdites, 
Fob. xii. 19. The word is of the dual form; and 
it might be a double city, like Ferufalem, confitt- 
ing of a lower and upper city; or it might be di- 
vided by a river; or, as Kimchi and Ben Melech 
think, it was fo called, becaufe it had two towers 
in it, It feems to be the fame with Kir of Moab, 
Kirbarefo, and Kirharefeth, If. xv. 1. and Xvi. 7, 
11, when it was taken by the Chaldeans, the in- 
habitants were confounded, as having looked u 
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Mifgad is confounded and difmayed ; fo called: from 
its being built on an high place, and well forti- 
fied; tho’ fome think that this is not the proper 
mame of a place; but only fignifies an high and 
fortified place both by nature and art; a place of 
refuge, where perfons thought themfelves fafe ; and 
fo the Targum renders it, ‘* the houfe of their con- 
“¢ fidence ;” this when befieged and taken by the 
‘Babylonians, threw the inhabitants into the utmoft 
coniternation and confufion. Some take it to be 
the fame with Bamoth, a name of much the fame 
fignification, Fo. xiii. 17. fee If xv. 2. 

y. 2. There fhall be no more praife of Moab, 
&c.] It fhall be no more commended for a rich, 
populous and fruitful country, being now laid 
wafte; tho’ the next phrafe, iz or concerning Hefb- 
bon», fhould be read in connexion with this; and 
then the fenfe is, there fhall be none any more in 
Hefhvon to praife the country of Moab, what a fine 
and fertile country it is, fince that city will be de- 
ftroyed alfo; or there will be no more a Adcabite 
to boaft of his being an inhabitant in He/hdon, 
fuch an utter deftruction will be made of it; or 
there will be no more boafting of Moa, or of any 
Moabite concerning Hefbbon, what a famous, opu- 
lent or {trong city that is, fince it is no more. Of 
this city fee the note on Jf. xv. 4: they have devifed 
evil againft it; that is, the Chaldeans devifed evil 
againtt Hefhbou, to befiege it, take and deftroy it: 
there is in the expreffion a beautiful allufion to the 
name of the city of Hefobon, which has its name 
from a word that fignifies to devife and confult *: 
come, and let us cut it of from being a nation, this 
is what the Babylonians confulted together againft 
Hefbbon ; and.not only againft that, a principal 
city ; but againft-the whole country of Moab, to 
make fuch an entire defolation of it, that it fhould 
be no more a nation; that which the Moadites with 
others devifed againft the people of J/rae/, is now 
devifed againft them; a juft retaliation this; fee 
Pf. Ixxxiii. 4, 5,6: alfo thou fhalt be cut down, O 
Madmen; or utterly deftroyed: it may be rendered, 
Joalt become filent *; the voice of man fhall not be 
heard in it, efpecially the voice of praife, of boaft- 
ing, and rejoicing: there is in this claufe aifo an 
elegant allufion to the name of the place which 
comes from a root, that fignifies to cu¢ down, or 
be filent*. ‘This is thought by Grotius to be the 
Madiama of Ptolemy‘: the fword foall purfue thee ; 
after it has deftroyed other cities, it fhould come 
in great hafte, and with great force to Madmen, 
or it fhould purfue after the inhabitants of it, that 
fhould make their efcape, or attempt to do fo. 
The Targum is, ** after thee fhall go out thofe that 
** flay with the fword.” 

¥. 3. A voice of crying fhall be from Horonaim, 
&c.| Another city of Mead. The word is of the 
dual number; and according to Kimchi and Ben 
Melech, there were two Horous, the upper and the 
lower ; of this place fee the note on Jf xv, 5. 
this alfo fhould be deftroyed; and fo a cry of the 
inhabitants of it fhould be heard out of it: /poil- 
ing, and great defiruction, beaufe the city was {poiled, 
and a great deftruction made in the inhabitants, 
and riches of it. 

¥. 4. Moab is deftroyed, &c.] Either the whole 
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nation in general; fo the Targum, “ the kingdom 
** of Moab is broken;” and fo Abardinel, or a 
city fo called} which fome take to be the city 
Areopolis. Ferom® fays, that Moab is a city of 
Arabia, now called Areopolis; and which alfo has 
the name of Rabbath Moab, or grand Moab: her 
little ones have caufed a cry to be heard, feeing their 
parents killed, and they left defolate, and in the 
hands of the enemy; and not only fo, but juft 
going to be dafhed in pieces by them. The Tar- 
gum interprets it, her governors; and fo Farcbi, 
who thinks they are fo called, becaufe they are 
leffer than kings. Kimchi and Ben Melech fuggeft, 
that thefe are called fo by way of contempt. The 
word Yzeir fignifies both little and great, as the 
learned Pocock * has abundantly proved. 

X. 5. Hor in the going up of Lubith continual weep- 
ing fhall go up, &c.|] This is another city, which 
was built on an high hill; which had a confiderable 
afcent to it, whither thofe that efcaped from Hore- 
naim might flee for fatety; but as they went up 
the hill would weep bitterly, and all the way they 
went, becaufe of the lofs of friends and fuftenance, 
and the danger they themfelves were ftill in. Of 
this place fee the note on If xv. 5.: for in the 
going down of Horonaim the enemies have heard a 
cry of defiruétion , a place before-mentioned, which 
lay low, in the defcent of which, the enemies, the 
Chaldeans, heard the cries of thofe that fled from 
Horonaim, and went up from thénce to Lubith; 
which cry was as follows : 

¥: 6. Flee, fave your lives, &c.] Thefe are éi- 
ther the words of the Moabites, their cry of de- 
ftruction mentioned in the latter part of the pre- 
ceding verfe; who, feeing nothing but ruin be- 
fore their eyes, advife one another to flee in all 
hafte, and fave their lives if poffible, fince nothing 
elfe could be faved: or elfe they are the words of 
the prophet, giving counfel to the Moadites to be- 
take themfelves to flight for the fafety of their 
lives, thefe being in great danger; fo Abarbinel ; 
with whom others agree, only think they are fpoken 
ironically ; fuggefting, that when they had endea- 
voured by flight to fave their lives, it would be to 
no purpofe; they fhould not efcape the hands of 
their enemies ; which feems to be the trueft fenfe: 
and be like the heath in the wildernefs ; which is 
called erice, or ling, which grows in wafte places. 
Kimchi and Menachem in Farchi interpret it, of a 
tree that grows in dry and defert places; a low, 
naked, barren, fruitlefs fhrub; fignifying, that when 
they were fled from their habitations, they fhould 
be as folitary and ftripped of all their good things, 
as fuch a bare and naked fhrub in a defert. Kim- 
chi’s note is, that when they had left their cities 
and fled, their cities would be as the heath in the 
wildernefs. The Zargum is, ‘* and be ye as the 
* tower of Aroer, as they who dwell in tents in 
‘© the wildernefs.” archi obferves, that the tower 
of Aroer was built in the wildernefs, and there was 
no inhabitant round it, but thofe that dwelt in ° 
tents ; and the tower ftanding where there was no . 
inhabitant, it looked like a wafte. The Septua- 
gint verfion is very foreign, as @ wild a/s in the 
wilderne/s ; which is followed by the Aradic ver- 
fion. 
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y. 7. For becaufe thou baft trufted in thy works, 
&c.] The ftrong works and fortifications they 
had made about their cities, and fo thought them- 
felves fafe in them; which is the fenfe of the Sep- 
tuagint and Vulgate Latin verfions, and thofe that 
follow them. Kimchi and Ben Melech interpret it, 
of their cattel and other poffeffions, as the word 
is rendered in 1 Sam. xxv. 2. which they obferve. 
It may very well be underftood of theif idols, the 
works of their hands, in which they placed their 
confidence ; and therefore their chief god after- 
mentioned is threatened to be taken and carried 
away: and in thy treafures; their gold and filver, 
and other riches they had heaped together; thou 
foalt be taken; fome particular city feems to be 
meant, the city Moab, or Ar of Moab, x. 4. or 
Horonaim, x. 5: and Chemofh fhall go forth in cap- 
tivity, with bis priefts and his princes together , this 
was the god of the Ammonites, Fudge. xi. 24. and 
of the Moabites, 1 Kings xi. '7, 33. 2 Kings xxiii. 13. 
hence the Moabites are called the people of Che- 
mofo, Numb. xxi. 29. which Philo the Few i ex- 
plains thus; that is, thy people and power are 
found blind, and deprived of fight ; and fays, that 
Chemo/b is interpreted, as groping, or feeling, which 
is the property of one that cannot fee. Moj/d in 
Heorew fignifies to grope or feel; and Caph isa 
fervile letter, and a note of fimilitude, and by 
another Fewi/b writer *, Chemofh is called the god 
of the blind. ‘ferom takes it to be the fame idol 
with Baal-peor, thought by fome the Priapus of 
the heathens. Comus the god of feftivals and mer- 
riment, feems to have had his name ‘from hence ; 
very probably the fun was worfhipped by the 
Moabites under this name, which may be fo called 
from its fwiftnefs,; for the drabic word (Yianss 
Camafb, fignifies fwift and haftening *; as the fun 
is to run its race. The Moadites put their truft in 
this their deity ; and to let them fee that he would 
be of no avail unto them in this time of their di- 
ftreis, he himfelf fhould be taken away by the 
enemy out of his temple, for the fake of the gold 
or filver that was upon him, and with him the 
priefts that attended his fervice ; or his worfhip- 
pers, as the Zargum, and the princes of the na- 
tion that ferved him, and fupported the worfhip of 
him, and defraid the expences of it. 

¥.8. And the fpoiler fhall come upon every city, 
&c.] That is, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, 
and his army. The Zargum is, the fpoilers, who 
came againft and took every city of Moab, and 
watted them. a/epbus* makes particular men- 
tion of Nebuchadnezzar fubduing the Ammonites and 
Moabites: and no city fhall efcape, the fpoiler, and 
deftruction by him : the valley alfo fhall perifh, and 
the plain fhall be defiroyed, as the Lord hath {poken, 
not only the cities, and the inhabitants of them ; 
but the inhabitants of ‘the vallies and plains, as 
the Targum paraphrafes it, fhould be deftroyed; and 
alfo the corn that grew upon them, and the flocks 
and herds that grazed there, exactly as the Lord 
had foretold. 

¥.9. Give wings unto Moab that it may flee, and 
get away, 8c.) That is, give wings to the inha- 
bitants of Moab; fignifying that they were in great 
danger, and there was no probability of efcaping 
it, unlefs they had the -wings of a {wift bird, or 
were as {wift as fuch, and even that would not do ; 
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tho’ perhaps their fleeing and paffing away with 
wings may fignify not their fleeing from danger, 
and their attempt to efcape; but their fwift and 
fudden deftruétion, compared to the fwift flight 
of a bird ; for the laft claufe may be rendered, for 
in flying it fhall fly away°. Some render the firlt 
claufe, givea flower to Moab, as the Vulgate Latin. 
verfion ; and fo the word fometimes fignifies, J/- 
xl. 7. and the fenfe may be, hold up a flower to 
Moab, or a feather, fuch as is light, as the down 
of a thiftle, as an emblem of its deftruction; whieh 
fhall pafs away as eafily and fwiftly as fo light a 
thing before the wind, but archi and Kimchi in- 
terpret the word as we do, a wing. The Targum 
is, ** take away the crown from Moab, for going 
‘* it fhall go away into captivity.” The word is 
ufed of the plate of gold on the high-priefts mitre} 
Exod. xxviii. 36: for the cities thereof foail be defo~ 
late, without any to dwell therein, which exprefies 
the utter deftruction of them. 

y.10. Curfed be he that doth the work of the 
Lord deceitfully, 8c.] Which is faid with refpect 
to the Chaldeans, who were enjoined to deftroy the 
Moabites; which is called the work of the Lord, 
becaufe he had given them a commiffion to do it ; 
and which was to be done by them, not by halves, 
or in a remifs and negligent manner, but fully and 
faithfully ; they were not to fpare them, as Saul 
did the Amalekites, and Ahab, Benhadad. This is a 
general rule, which may be applied to all divine 
work and fervice ; every man has work to do for 
God; fome in a more public, others in a more 
private way ; all fhould be done in uprightnefs and 
fincerity, with all faithfulnefs and integrity: it is 
done deceitfully, when men play the hypocrite ; 
and negligently, when they are backward to it, 
lukewarm in it, and infrequent in the performance 
of it; which brings upon them the curfe of God ; 
and which is not a curfe caufelefs, but a legal one ; 
and is no other than the wrath of God in itrict ju- 
ftice: and curfed be he that keepeth back bis fword 
from blood ; from fhedding the blood of the Moab- 
ites, when God had given command to do it. The 
curfe is repeated, as Kimchi obferves, to confirm 
the matter, that it might be moft affuredly ex- 
pected ; fince it would certainly come, if the Lord’s 
work was not done aright. 

y¥. 11. Moab hath been at eafe from his youth, 
&c.] Lived in great peace and profperity from 
the time they became a kingdom; being very little 
difturbed with wars by their neighbours, or very 
rarely ; fo that they were in very profperous and 
flourifhing circumftances, which occafioned that 
pride and haughtinefs they were notorious for. This 
is an emblem of unregenerate men; who, tho’ 
finners from their birth, and liable to the curfe of 
the law, fubject to the ftroke of death, and muft 
come to judgment; yet ftupid and quite at eafe, 
having no fight of fin, nor feeling of the burden 
of its guilt, nor grief or trouble for it; no fenfe 
of danger, or fear of hell; but in the utmoft fe- 
curity: all which arife from ignorance, hardnefs of 
heart, profanenefs and infidelity, thoughtlefinefs 
about their immortal fouls; putting the evil day 
far from them; and being under the influence of 
fatan, who keeps his goods in peace: and he hath 
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body it has, and the richer and ftronger it is; and 
denotes the great tranquillity of the Moadites ; the 
riches they were poffeffed of, and in which they 
trufted. ‘The Targum renders it, ‘* quiet in their 
** fubftance ;” herein they were an emblem of un- 
converted finners, who are fettled and hardened in 
the corruptions of their nature; and not at all dif- 
turbed at the evil of fin; the wrath of God ; his 
Judgments on men’; the laft and awful judgment ; 
or at the terrors of hell; and likewife of fuch who 
truft in their own righteoutnefs, and depend upon 
that for falvation: and hath not been emptied from 
veffel to veffel, like wine that has never been racked 
off from the veffel or veflels it was firft put into: 
they were never removed from place to place, but 
always continued in their land; in which they were 
an emblem of fuch who have:never feen their own 
emptinefs, and their want of the grace of God, 
and have never been emptied of fin, nor of felf- 
righteoufnefs : neither hath he gone into captivity ; 
this explains in proper words the metaphor in the 
preceding claufe : the Moadites had never been car- 
ried captive out of their own land into others ; an 
emblem of fuch who have never feen their captive 
ftate to fin and fatan; or ever brought to complain 
of it, or become the captives of Chrift : therefore 
his tafte remained in him, and his {cent is not changed ; 
his wealth, riches and profperity continued, with- 
out any change and alteration; and alfo his fins 
and vices, idolatry, pride, luxury, and which were 
the caufe of his ruin, and for that reafon are here 
mentioned; an emblem of unregenerate men, whofe 
tafte is vitiated by fin, and continues as it was ori 
ginally ; they relith fin, and difrelifh every thing 
that is good; and favour the things that be of 
man, and not the things of God; and fo are ina 
moft dangerous condition.. 
y.12. Therefore behold, the days come, faith the 
Lord, &c.] This being their cafe, they. flould 
not continue in it; a change would be made, and 
that in avery fhort time, as there was; for ac- 
cording to Yofepbus ®, it was about five years after 
the deftruction of Yerufalem, that the Moadites were 
fubdued by the king of Babylon: that I will fend 
unto him wanderers that fhall caufe him to wander ; 
the Chaldeans, who wandered out of their own 


- country to Moab, directed by the providence of 


God to come there to do his work ; and who, at 
firft, might be treated by the Meabdites with con- 
tempt, as vagrants; but would foon be made to 
know, that they would caufe them to wander ; or 
would remove them out of their own country into 
other lands, particularly Babylon, to be vagrants 
there. The word may be rendered, ¢ravellers *; 
and fignifies fuch that walk with great ftrength of 
body, in a ftately way, and with great agility and 
fwiftnefs ; in which manner the Chaldeans are de- 
fcribed as coming to Moab, and who fhould caufe 
them to travel back with them in all hafte; fee 
the word in J// Ixiii.1. The Zargum renders it, 
Spoilers; according to the metaphor of wine ufed 
in the preceding verfe, it may fignify a fort of 
perfons that caufe wine to go, or empty it from 
one veffel to another; fuch as we call wine-coopers ; 
and this agrees with what follows: aud hall empty 
bis veffels, and break their bottles, depopulate the 
cities of Moab; deftroy the inhabitants of them, and 
make them barren and empty of men. The Zar- 
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gum is, ** I will-fend fpoilers upon them, and they 
** fhall fpoil them, and empty their fubftance, and 
** confume the good of their land; feey. 8. The 
Septuagint verfion is, they fhall cut in pieces his 
horns ; which, as Origen * interprets them, were a 
kind of cups anciently ufed; for in former times 
they drank out of horns, either of oxen, or other 
anithals ; and Pliny * fays, that the northern peo- 
ple ufed to drink out of the horns of buffaloes, a 
creature larger than a bull, and which the Mu/co- 
vites call Thur, the fame is aflerted by Atheneus ', 
and others, that the horns of beafts were drinking 
veflels before cups were invented. 

¥.13. dnd Moab fhall be afbamed of Chemofh, 
&c.] His idol; fee ¥. 7. of his worfhip of him, 
prayers to him, and confidence in him; he not 
being able to fave him from the deftruétion of the 
Chaldeans, and being carried captive by them; he 
hunfelf alfo going into captivity: as the houfe of 
Tfrael were afhamed of Bethel, their confidence; that 
is, of the golden calf that was fet up in Bethel by 
jFeroboam, and which the ten tribes of J/rael wor- 
fhipped, and in which they trufted ; but that could 
not fave them from being carried captive by the 
Afprians ; and fo were afhamed of it, and of their 
idolatrous worfhip, and vain confidence. 

¥.14. How fay ye, we are mighty and ftrong men 


for the war ? | The Moadites were proud, haughty, 


and arrogant ; boafted much of their ftrength and 
valour; of the ftrength of their bodies, and fit- 
nefs for war, and {kill in it; and of the ftrength 
of their fortified cities; and thought themfelves a 
match for the enemy, and fecure from all danger : 
for this their pride, vanity and felf-confidence they 
are here reproved, fince their deftruction was at 
hand. 
¥. 15. Moab is fpoiled, &c.] The whole coun- 
try is ruined; which is fpoken of as prefent, tho’ 
future, after the manner of prophecy, becaufe of 
the certainty of it:\ and gone up out of her cities ; 
the inhabitants of Moab were gone up out of their 
cities, either thro’ fear and flight; or thro’ force, 
being made to go out of them, and were carried 
captive. The Targum is, ‘* the Moabites are fpoiled, 
<¢ and their cities are defolate;” and fo Kimchi in- 
terprets it, ‘¢ the multitude of her cities is made 
“¢ to ceafe ;” the people of them. It might be as 
well rendered, and he is gone up to her cities“ , that 
is, the fpoiler ¥, as Kimchi’s father rightly inter- 
prets it; fee ¥. 8. or it may be rendered, and his 
cities, into which he went up*; that is, thofe are 
fpoiled and deftroyed, into which the Moadites ufed 
to go up, being built on high places; or whither 
they went for fafety, the enemy being in their 
country, but in vain: and bis chofen young men are 
gone down to the flaughter, or, the choice of his 
chofen ones ¥; the felect of them, for comelinefs, 
ftrength and valour ; thefe being taken when the 
enemy entered the cities, were had down to fome 
place of flaughter, and there put to death; or 
were brought down to the grave, the pit of cor- 
ruption; unlefs this can be underftood of the choice 
young men of the enemy, the Chaldean army 5 
who, mounting and fcaling the walls of the cities 
of Moab, went down into them to flay the inhabi- 
tants of them; but this is fubmitted to confidera- 
tion. All this was not barely faid by the prophet, 
who was but a man, tho’ fent of God; but by 
the 
* Apud Drufium in fragmentis 
aly ane 
t Deipnofoph. 1.11. p. 235. Rhodigin. Fest ee 
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the Lord himfelf, as it follows: faith the king, 
whofe name is the Lord of hofts; who is the king 
by way of eminency; the King of kings, and 
Lord of lords; mightier than the king of Moad, 
or even than the king of Babylon; and the Lord 
of greater armies than either; and therefore what 
he faid fhould certainly be accomplifhed. 

y. 16. The calamity of Moab is near to come, &c.] 
As it did come within five years after the deftruc- 
tion of Ferufalem, as obferved on ¥.12. out of Fo- 
Jephus: and bis affiittion hafteth faft , or, bis evil *; 


the evil of punifhment for his fin; his utter de-_ 


ftruction. 

¥.17. All ye that are about him, bemoan him, 
&c.] The neighbouring nations; fuch as the 4m- 
monites, and others, are called upon to condole 
the fad cafe of Moab; all upon the borders of the 
country of Moab, either within them, or without 
them: all ye that know bis name not only that had 
heard of his fame and glory, but knew in what 
grandeur and fplendor he lived; thefe have a form 
of condolence given them: fay, bow is the firong 
Staff broken, and the beautiful red! the mighty men 
of war, the ftaff of the nation, in which they 
trufted, deftroyed; their fortified cities demolithed ; 
the powerful kingdom, which fwayed the iceptre, 
and ruled in great glory, and was terrible and 
troublefome to others, now pulled down. The 
Targum is, ‘* how is the king broken that did 
** evil, the oppreffing ruler!” 

¥. 18. Lbou daughter that dof inhabit Diben, 
&c.] A city in Moab; fee the note on Jf xv. 2. 
The Targum is, ‘‘ O kingdom of the congregation 
“ of Diben;” but this was not a kingdom of it- 
felf, tho’ a principal city in the kingdom of Moab: 
come down ifrom thy glory, and fit in thirft; in a 
dry and thirfty land; in want of all the neceffaries 
of life; in captivity; who before abounded with 
all good things, inhabiting. a well watered and 
fruitful foil; feeJ/ xv.g. but now called to quit 
all their former glory and happinefs, their fulnefs 
and felicity, and fubmit to the greateft ftraits and 
difficulties: for the /poiler of Moab foall came upon 
thee, and he foall dejiroy thy ftrong holds; the king 
of Babylon and his army, who fpoiled the other 
cities of Moab ; he fhould come againtt. this alfo, 
and take it, and demolifh its fortifications, by rea- 
fon of which it thought itfelf fecure; but thefe 
fhould not be able to protect it. 

¥. 19. O inbabitant of Aroer, &c.] Another 
city that belonged to Moab, fituated on the bor- 
der of it towards Ammon, near the river Arnon ; 
fee the note on J/. xvii. 2: ftand by the way, and 
efpy; get to the road-fide where travellers pafs, 
and look out for them: af him that fleeth, and her 
that efcapeth; whether man or woman you fee 
fleeing, having efcaped the army of the Chaldecus : 
and Jay, what is done? by the Chaldeans ; alk what 
citics they have taken; what progrefs they have 
made ; what is done to their cities, that they flee 
from them ; tell all the particulars of things. 

¥.20. Moab is confounded, for it is broken down, 
&c.] This is the anfwer returned by thofe that 
had-efcaped and were fleeing, to thofe who en- 


quired of them; who report, that the whole coun-. 


try of Moab was in the utmoft confufion and con- 
fternation ; not being able-to ftand before the ene- 


my, who broke down and deftroyed all that was 


in his way: and therefore calls upon them, to howl 
and cry; becaufe of the general ruin of the nation, 
and who muft expe& themfelves to fhare the fame 
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fate; and therefore fhould. 
their neighbours for it, as follo 
Arnon, that Moab is fpoiled ; the country 
fo called, from a river of that name, on the 
of which Areer was fituated; the inhabitants « 
which are defired to fpread it all over that part of © 
thescountry, that Moab was utterly ruined by the 
Chaldean army; the particulars of which folloy 
¥. 21. And judgment is come upon the plein cou 
try, &c.] Of Moab, which was for the moft pat 
fuch, efpecially that which lay near Arnon 5 the 
judgment of God’s vengeance, punifhment for fin,” 
by the hand of the Chaldeans.. The Targum is, 


are 


‘*¢ they that execute vengeance are come:” “pom 


Holon ; a city of Moab; of which fee Fob. xv. 5t. 
and xxi. rg. it had its name perhaps from the 
fandy ground on which it ftood. Grotius takes ite 
to be the Alabena of Ptolemy: and upon Fabaxaby 
the fame with Fahaz, If xv. 4. fee the note there ;, 
reckoned by Grotius to be the Fedu of Ptolemy; 
fee Folb. xiii. 18: and upon Mephaath ; of which 
fee Joh. xiii. 18. and xxi. 37. faid by Grotins to» 
be the Maipha of Ptolemy. i Fes 
y¥.22. And upon Dibon, &c.) Whofe deftrue= 
tion by this time was come’ upon it, as fuggefted . 
y¥.18: and upon Nebo; of which fee ¥.12 and > 
upon Beth-diblathaim, the fame with Almon-dibla= . 
thaim in Numb, xxxiii. 46, 47. and Didlath in Ezek. ~ 
vi. 14. . 
¥.29. And upon Kirjathaim, &c.] Of which 
fee. 1: and upon Beth-gamul; this is no where 
elfe mentioned in fcripture ; fuppofed. by Grotius 
to be the Maccala of Ptolemy, put for Camala: 
and upon Beth-meon ; of which fee Jf xv. 2. ts 
¥. 24. And upon Kerioth, &c.] Which once 
belonged to the tribe of Fudah, Fofh. xv.25. from 
this place Fudas Ifcaviot is by fome thought to 
have his name ; as if it was J// Kericth, a man of 
Kerioth, Grotius takes it to be the Goiratha of 
Ptolemy: and upon Bozrah, not in Idumea, but in 
Moab; the fame with Bezer, Fob. xxi. 36: and 
upon all the cities of the land of Moab far and near; 
all the reft of the cities not named, whether nearer 
or farther off from Aroer. 7 
¥.25. Lhe horn of Moab is cut off, &c.| Th 
kingdom of Moab, high and ftrong, his power 


and ftrength, by which he defended. himfelf, and 


offended others,:as a beaft with his horns; his 
powerful kingdom, and thé glory of it: and his 
arm is brokeny faith the Lord; {o that he cannot, 
hold a fword, or manage any weapon of war a- 
gainft the enemy, or do any thing to annoy him, 
or.in his own defence. The Zergum is, ** the. 
“kingdom of Moad is cut off, and their rulers — 
‘* are broken, faith the Lord;” and fo Ben Me-. 
lech interprets it, of his princes, and his armies, 
which were the arm of the king, and of the~ 
people. 


y¥.26. Make ye him drunken, &e.] Not wit 
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‘ & : bee a 
_haughtily and contemptibly of him, and. blafphe- 
moufly againft him, as if he could not deliver his 
people, or deftroy his and their enemies. The 
Yargum interprets it, of the people of God, as in 
Zeph. ii. 10. paraphrafing the words thus; “ bring 
** diftrefs upon them, that they may be like to 
** drunken men; for againft the people of the 
** Lord have they magnified themfelves :” Moab 
alfo foall wallow in his vomit ; as drunken men do: 
or, he fhall clap, or dafh* his hand in his vomit; 
dafh his hands and feet againft the ground as he 
lies in his vomit, as perfons in fuch a condition 
do: or fhall wring his hands, and clap them toge- 
ther for forrow, being fick, and in diftref$. Some 
render it, he /hall clap the hand at Moab in bis 
vomit ®; men fhall laugh at him as he lies wallow- 
ing in it, or rejoice at his fall and ruin ; but: this 
is exprefied in the next claufe: and he alfo fhall be 
in derifion ; as drunken men are; he fhall be de- 
rided by others, as others have been derided by 
him ; now it will be his turn. | 
¥.27. For was not Ifrael a derifion unto thee? 
&c.] In the time of his calamity, when the ten 
tribes were carried captive by the Afyrians fome 
years ago; and of late the two tribes of Fudab and 
Benjamin by the Chaldeans , the Moabites rejoiced 
at this, which they ought not to have done, upon 
the common principles of humanity; and efpe- 
cially fince they were not only neighbours, but 
a-kin ; and therefore, according to the law of re- 
taliation, it was but juft that they fhould be had 
in derifion themfelves : was he found among thieves ? 
that is, //rael; that he fhould be a derifion to any, 
as thieves are when they are taken ; men rejoice at 
it, infult them, and deride them ; but was this the 
cafe of J/rael? had he robbed any? had he done 
any injury to Moab, or any other? no, verily: 
why this derifion then ? for fince thou [pakeft of him, 
thou frippedft for joy ; or, foookedft thyfelf*, whenever 
the Moadites {poke of the diftreffes and calamities 
of J/rael, and of their captivity, they laughed till 
they fhook themfelves ; not only fhook their heads, 
but their whole bodies. The Vulgate Latin verfion 
is, therefore becaufe of thy words which thou haft 
Spoken againft him, thou fhalt be carried captive, and 
‘archi mentions fuch a fenfe of the words, as given 
by fome of their Raddins ; and to this agrees the 
Jargum, ‘* and becaufe ye have multiplied words 
*¢ againft them, therefore ye fhall go into cap- 
“© tivity.” 
¥.28. O ye that dwell in Moab, leave the cities, 
and dwell in the rock, &c.] Signifying hereby that 
they would not be in fafety in their ftrongeft and 
moftt fortified cities, which would be befieged by 
the enemy, and taken; and therefore are advifed 
to leave them, and flee to the rocks and moun- 
tains, that if poffible they might be fafe there: and 


be like the dove, that maketh her neft in the fides of 


the holes mouth ; which, for fear of birds of prey, 
makes her neft in the fide of a hole, or cleft of a 
rock, that fhe and her young may be: fafe from 
them ; and which being purfued by the hawk, flies 
into a hollow rock or cavern, as Homer ‘ obferves : 
but here it intends the place where it makes its 
neft; which is for the moft part in deferts and 
rocky places, where great numbers of doves re- 
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fort, and make their nefts, as Diodorus Siculus * 


relates ; and efpecially in the holes and clefts o 
rocks, to which the allufion is in Cavi. ii. 14.° The 


Targum is, ** and be as a dove that leaves her dove- 


** houfe, and comes down and dwells in the bot- 
** tom of a pit,” or ditch. . 

¥.29. We have beard the pride of Moab, &c.] 
Ifrael, and all the nations round about, had heard 
of this, and feen or heard of many inftances of it; 
the thing was notorious; according to Kimchi, it 
is the prophet that here fpeaks in the name of thé 
nations; but it feems beft to underftand it of the 
Lord himfelf, as appears from the following verfe ; 
and who here fpeaks in the plural number, becaufe 
of the plurality of perfons in the God-head ; as he 
afterwards does in the fingular number, to denote 
the unity of the divine effence: (he is exceeding 
proud) bis loftine/s, and bis arrogancy, and his pride, 
and the haughtine/s of his heart, a heap of words 
to exprefs the fame thing; figgefting, that. the 
inftances of his pride were many, and that it was 
exceeding great ‘indeed: thefe many words were 
little enough; and indeed words were wanting 
fully to declare it. The fame was obferved in 
Tfaiah’s time, and in much the fame language ; 
only more words are here ufed, to fhew that his 
pride was increafed fince that time; fee J/ xvi. 6. 

¥. 30. I know his wraith, faith the Lord, &c.] 
Againft the Yews, and other nations’ what he has 
threatened to do unto them, and would do if not 
reftrained: but it fhall not be fo; as he has de- 
vifed in his mind, and threatened in his wrath; all 
his fwelling thoughts and big words fhall come to 
nothing: bis lies foall not fo effed it; it fhall not 
be according to his words ; they'll prove lies, and 
of no effect. Kimchi interprets it, of the fons of 
Moab, who fhall not be able to do what they 
thought to do; and Yarchi, of his mighty ones 5 
and the Zargum, of his nobles, paraphrafing it,, 
‘¢ and their nobles are not right, they do not as 
“< is becoming ;” perhaps it may be better under- 
{tood of his diviners and foothiayers, as the word 
is ufed in Jf xliv. 25. and be rendered, his divixers 
have not done right '; they have deceived him 
with their lying oracles; fwelled him with pride ; 
and brought him to ruin; he trufting to them. 

¥. 31. Therefore will I howl for Moeb, &c.] The 
prophet, being as a man affected with the miferies 
of a people very wicked, and fo deferving of them ; 
tho’ indeed by this he does not fo much defign to 
exprefs the affections of his own heart, as to fhew 
what reafon the Moabites would have to howl for 
the calamities of their country; for, as Kimchi ob- 
ferves, the prophet here fpeaks in the perfon of the 
people of Moab; fee If. xvi.7: and I will cry out 
for all Moab; the whole country of Moab, which 
fhould become defolate : mine heart /hall mourn for 
the men of Kir-heres, the fame with Kir-barefeth, 
a city of Moab, If. xvi. 7. whofe foundations fhould 
be fapped, the city taken, and the men of it put 
to the fword, or caufed to flee; and their cafe 
being deplorable, the prophet fays his heart fhould 
mourn for them like a dove, as Kimchi and Farchi 
obferve ; tho’ it may be rendered, Le /hall mourn * 
that is, Moab, for the deftruction of fuch a prin- 
cipal city, and the men of it. The Targum 
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renders it, for the men of the city of their 
¢ ftrength.” 
¥. 32. O vine of Sibmab, I will weep for thee 
with the weeping of Fazer, &c.] Sibmah was a 
city in the land of Moad abounding with vines, 
but snow fhould be deftroyed ; and Yazer, another 
city in the fame country, which was deftroyed be- 
fore the other ; and therefore its deftruction fhould 
be lamented and wept over, as that had been: or 
from, or after the weeping of Fazer"; when that 
is over, or from thence will I go in courfe as the 
defolation proceeds, to weep for Stbmah : or I will 
weep for that more than the weeping of Fazer’; 
make a greater lamentation for it than for Fazer ; 
or, as fome, than J/aiah made for Fazer ; of which 
fee If. xvi.9: thy plants are gone over the fea; the 
dead fea; meaning the inhabitants of Sidmab, the 
governors and common people, who were gone 
over fea into captivity, as it is generally under- 
ftood : they reach even to the fea of Fazer; a lake 
or confluence of water near to Fazer, called a fea; 
as it was ufual with the Yews to call fuch feas ; 
as the fea of Tiberias, and the like: this fpread of 
the plants feems to refer to the multitudes of thofe 
that belonged to Sidmab, and the villages of it, 
which extended beyond the dead fea, even to the 
fea of Fazer ; but as fruitful as this vine was, and 
extenfive as its branches were, they fhould come 
to deftruction : the /poiler is fallen upon thy fummer- 
fruits, and upon thy vintage; the king ot Babylon, 
who came upon them with his army in the fum- 
mer-feafon, and at the time of their vintage, and 
devoured the fruits of their vines and fig-trees, 
. with which this country abounded ; and fo impo- 
verifhed and ruined them. The Yargum of the 
whole is, ‘* therefore as I have brought an army 
“ apainit Fazer, fo I will bring flayers againit 
* Sitmab; they that carry them captive have wa- 
“© ded; they have paffed thro’ the fea; they are 
“come to the fea of Fazer; upon thy har- 
veft, and upon thy vintage, the fpoilers are 
fallen.” 
¥.33. And joy and gladnefs is taken from the 
plentiful field, &c.] Or, from Carmel *; not mount 
Carmel in the land of J/rael, for the prophecy is 
of Moab; tho’ that reached to Sibmab; but here it 
fignifies any fruitful place, like Carmel, where were 
good paiturage, corn, and fruit-bearing trees, which 
produced great plenty of good things, and caufed 
joy to the owners of them: but now all being de- 
ftroyed by the enemy, joy and gladnefs would 
ceafe: and from the land of Moab; from all parts 
of it, where there had ufed to be plenty, and fo 
joy: I have caufed wine to fail from the wine-preffes ; 
there being no grapes to put into them, or men 
to tread them were there any; or if put in and 
trodden, not the owners, but the enemy fhould 
have the wine; fo that it fhould fail from the 
Moabites ; they fhould be never the better for it. 
Thefe are the words of the Lord, who has the 
difpofal of the fruits of the earth : none fhall tread 
with shouting ; as treaders in the wine-prefs ufed 
to-do, to encourage one another, and make their 
jabour more eafy, and the time to pafs on in it 
more pleafantly ; but now there fhould neither be 
treading nor fhouting ; fee J xvi. 10: their hout- 
ing fhall be no fhouting , not a fhouting of joy, as 
ufed to be when they trod out the wine; but a 
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Chy-xiviii..¥. 32+ 36D 
cry of mourning and lamentation; -becaufe of the’ 
{word of the enemy. ; (aj oo Moghe 

¥. 34. From the cry of Hefbbon, even unto Elealeby 
&c.} Two cities in the land of Moab; of which 
fee If; xv. 4. and xvi. 9. He/bbon being deftroyed, 
a cry was made by the inhabitants. of it; which 
either reached from thence to Elealeh ; or the de« 
ftruétion being carried on to that city; the ery: 
was continued there: and ever unto Fahax,-bave 
they uttered their voice; another city of Moaés fee 
If. xv. 4. which alfo was laid watte, and where the: 
Moabites uttered their voice of lamentation dn acs 
count of it: from Zoar, even unto Horonaim, as! 
an heifer of three years old, that is, as the deftrucs: 
tion fhould go on to Zoar, and fo to Loronaims 
of which places fee Jf xv. 5. fo the cry of the 
diftreffed, and of thofe that flee, fhould alfo go 
from place to place; and. be as loud, and as 
{trong, and heard as far, as the lowing of an heifer, 
of three years old. Naturalifts ' oblerve, that the 
voice in all female creatures is fmaller and fhriller, 
excepting the ox; for the voice of the females of 
that creature is ftronger than in the males ; and 
alfo that the taming of thefe creatures is whem 
they are three years old, that is the proper time: 
betore it is too foon, and afterwards too late ™ 5 
and then it is, their voice is fuller, and their 
{trength firmer, to which the allufion here is; fee 
the note on // xv. 5: for the waters alfo.of Nimrim, 
foall be defolate; being difturbed by the Chaldean 
army, their horfes treading them withtheir fect, 
and fo fouling them; or being mixed with the 
blood of the flain, and fo unfit to drink. A fad 
cafe this, to have neither wine nor water; fee the 
note on J/. xv. 6. to which may be added, that 
Ferom alfo makes mention of a village in ‘his timé 
called Benamerium, to the north of Zoar; and feems 
rather the place intended. 
¥. 35. Moreover, I will caufe to ceafe in Moab, 
faith the Lord, bim that offereth in the high places, 
&c.] A burnt-offering there; that is, the prieft, 
who fhall be taken and carried captive, ¥. 7. even 
every one of them; fo that there won’t be one left 
to offer facrifice: and him that burneth incenje to his 
gods ; Chemofb, and others, the Moabites wonthip- 
ped: this fuggefts, that idolatry was one of the 
fins for which they were punifhed; .and as all 
places, and all forts of perfons fhould fuffer in this 
calamity, fo likewife idolatrous places, priefts and 
worfhippets. 
¥. 36. Therefore my heart fhall found for Moab 
like pipes, &c.] That are founded on mournful 
occafions, as at funerals, and the like; fee Adeis, 
ix. 23. This the prophet faid, as Kimchi obferves, 
in the perfon of the people, the inhabitants of 
Moab; whofe bowels would yearn and found for 
the calamities of their country like the doleful 
found of minftrels. So the Targum, “* therefore 
“¢ the Moabites thall found in their hearts like am 
“ harp :” and my heart fhall found like pipes for 
the men of Kir-heres; as for the country of .. ; 
in general, fo for this principal city, and thedn- 
habitants of it, in particular, fee the note on Jf 
xvi. 11: decauje the riches that be hath gottem 4s 
perifbed , either Moab, or Kir-beres; the abundance _ 
of goods they had got together were now loft, 
falling into the hands of the enemy; and which © 
was matter of lamentation. The ae 
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“otheurefty of their fubftance. they. had got were 
** fpoiled.”” Some underftand it, of the refidue 
of men that efcaped the fword.;.thefe perifhed by. 
fainine, or other means ; fee J) xv. 7. 
¥.37. For every bead thall be bald, and every 
beard ciipt, &cc.| Men, in times of mourning, ufed 
to pluck off the hairs of their head till they made 
them bald, and fhaved their beards; which, as 
Kimchi fays, werethe glory of their faces ; fee //- 
xv. 2:0 upon all the bands foall be cuttings 5 it was 
ufual with the heathens. to make incifions in the 
feveral parts of their bodies, particularly in their 
hands and arms, with their nails, or with knives, 
in token of mourning ; which are. forbidden the 
Tfrackites, Deut. xiv. 1: and upen the loins fackcloth; 
this is a well-known cuftom for mourners, to put 
off their cloaths, and put on fackcloth,; all thefe 
things are mentioned, to fhow how great was the 
mourning of Joab, for the calamities of. it. 
¥. 38. Lhere thall be dementation generally, &c.] 
Or, all of it is mourning*; the whole country of 
Moab is in mourning; or all is full of mourning; 
all perfons, places, and things, exprefs nothing but 
nourning ; go where you will, it is to be feen: 
upon all the boufe-tops of Moab, and-in the ftreets 
thereof, the mourning, as it was general, it. was 
publics it was feen /byjall, and every where ; fee 
the note on Jf, xv..3.: for I have broken Moab like 
avefjel wherein is no pleafure, faith the Lord, as an 
earthen vefiel, which the potter does not like, and 
which is utelefs and unprofitable to any, and which 
he takes and dafhes into pieces; into a thoufand 
fhivers, as’ the-word ° here fignifies, and can never 
be put together again; or as a filthy, unclean vef- 
fel, a man can’t bear in his fight : dad is by the 
Lord called his wafh-pot, Pf lx. 8. . The Moaé- 
ites were vefiels of wrath; fitted for deftruction 
by their own fins; and now the time of it was 
come. 
¥.39. They foall howl, faying, bow is it broken 
down ? &c.| Or, bow is it broken or thrown into 
confternation® ? they bowl]; that is, they howl out 
thefe words, or whilft they are howling fay, how 
is Kirheres or Moab broken all to pieces their 
ftrength, power, and glory ; their cities, and their 
mighty men; and are in the utmoft fright and 
‘confufion? archi takes it to be an imperative, 
and paraphrafes it, ‘* howl ye over hers, and fay, 
<< how is it broken.” Kimchi fays, it may be 
taken either as in the paft, or in the imperative. 
How hath Moab turned the back with fhame? not 
being able to look their enemies in the face, but 
obliged to flee before them. So fhall Moab be a 
derifion, and a difmaying to all them about him; a 
derifion to fome, to their enemies, as J/rae/ had 
been to them, and fo they are paid in their own 


coin; anda confternation to others, their friends, 


who would fear fharing the fame fate, at the hands 
of the Chaldeans. 

y. 40. For thus faith the Lord, bebold, he foall 
fy as. an eagle, 8c.) The enemy, Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon, with his army ; who is compared 
to an eagle for his ftrength, fwiftnefs, and greedi- 
nefs after the prey: and shalt /pread his wings over 
Moab; as an eagle fpreads its wings, which are 
very large, over the little birds it feizes upon as 
its prey; fo the king of Babylon would bring a 
mumerous army againft Mog, and fpread it over. 
his country. The Zargum is, ‘* behold, as an 


re Aargs) ix 


vator. 


624 


** eagle which flies, {6 a king {hall conie up with 
** his army, and encamp againft Moab.” 

¥. 41. Kerioth is taken, &c.}. The name of a 
city in Moab, as in ¥, 24. fo Farchi; and others ; 
but Kimchi and Abarbinel obferve, that it may be 
taken for an appellative, and be rendered, the ci- 
ties 3 every one of the cities of Moab, which were 
as eafily and quickly taken as one city ; thefe may 
intend the cities in the plain, as the ftrong-holds 
thofe in high places: and the ftrong-bolds are fur- 
prized; every one of them; fo that there was not 
a city, or a fortified place, but what came into 
the enemies hands: and the mighty mens bearts in 
Moab ai that day fhall be as the heart of 2 woman in 
her pangs ; even the hearts of the foldiers, and the 
moft courageous generals, fhall fink within them; 
and they be not only as timorous as women in 
common, but as low-{pirited as a woman when fhe 
finds her pains are coming upon her, and the time 
of her delivery is at hand. 

¥. 42. And Moab fhall be deftroyed from being @ 
people, &c.] For fome time, not always; fince the 
captivity of Méoad is promifed to be returned, y.. 
47. or from being fuch a people as they had been, 
enjoying fo much eafe, wealth, power, and prfo- 
{perity. dbarbinel takes it to be a comparative, 
and renders it, more than a people, that is, fhall be 
deftroyed more than any other people; but the 
former fenfe is beft. Becaufe he bath magnified him- 
felf againft the Lord; the Targum is, again{ft the 
people of the Lord; this is the caufe of his de- 
ftruction ; fee the note on y. 26. 

¥. 43. Fear, and the pit, and the fnare fhall be 
upon thee, &c.|] A proverbial expreffion, fhewing,; 
that if they efcaped one danger, or fore judgment, 
they fhould fall into another and greater: the 
words feem to be taken from J/ xxiv. 17. fee thé 
note there: O inhabitant of Moab, faith the Lord ; 
what in the prophecy of J/aiah is faid of the inha- 
bitants of the earth in general, is here applied to 
the inhabitants of Mad in particular. 

v.44. He that fleeth from the fear, &c.] From 
terrible enemies he is afraid of, and dares not face 
them, but flees, in order to efcape.them: /hall 
fall into the pit ; into fome misfortune or another; 
and he that getteth out of the pit, fhall be taken in 
the fuare, laid by the enemy for him, and fo shall 
fall into his hands. Sanéfius very ingenioufly ob- 
ferves, that the allufion is to the hunting of deer, 
and fuch like creatures; when firft a line of fea- 
thers of various colours is placed to fright them ; 
and if they get over that, then there is a pit dug 
for them, to catch them in; and if they get our 
of that, a fnare is laid to take them ; {fo that they 
rarely efcape: and thus it would be with the 
Moabites, if they got rid of a firft and fecond dan- 
ger, a third would involve them, their deftruc- 
tion was certain, as follows; fee J/: xxiv. 18: for 
I will bring upon it, even upon Moab, the year of 
their vifitation, faith the Lord; in a way of wrath 
and punifhment ; for which there was a time fixed, 
and was now at hand, and would quickly take 
place, according to the will and word of the Lord, 
of which Acad might be affured, who is exprefied 
by name, for the fake of explanation, and that it 
might be manifeft who was intended. 

¥. 45. They that fled, ftood under the foadow of 
Hefobon, becaufe of the force, Sc.) Hefbbon was a 
{trong city in the land of Moab, to which ms? 
Co) 


“gh GODT 9 tot luctus (eft), vel omnia lu&us (fant), Schmidt ; totus erit plan@tus, Junius & Tremellius; per omnia erit 
uss 


" ° PIAA totalis confiactio 
Pifcator, Schmide, a y5*'95 ululate, Munfter; 


4. 


aaa Schmidt. 
ifcator ; ejulate, Junius & Tremellius. 


P PIMP “PM quomodo confternata eft, 


624 


of the Moabites betook themfelves in this time of 
their calamity; thinking they fhould be fheltered 
under the protection of it, from the fury of the 
Chaldean army; hither they fled, and here they 
ftood, imagining they were fafe, decaufe of the 
force; becaufe of the flrength of the ‘city of Hefo- 
bon, as Kimchi; or becaufe of the force of their 
enemies, for fear of them, as Kimcbi’s father ; or 
for want of ftrength, becaufe they had no more 
ftrength to flee, and therefore ftopped there, fo 
Farchi and Abarbinel: but the words fhould rather 


be rendered, they that food under the fhadow of 


Hefbbon , thinking themfelves fafe, but now per- 
ceiving danger, fled with firength*; or as fwittly 
as they could, and with all the ftrength they had, 
that they might, if poffible, efcape from thence: 
for a fire’, for fo it fhould be rendered, and not 
but, fall come forth out of Hefbbon, and a fiame 
from the midft of Sibon; the fame with Hefbbon , 
fo called from Sthon, an ancient king of it; the 
meaning is, that the Chaldeans fhould make them- 
felves matters of He/bbon, this ftrong city, in which 
the Moabites trufted,; and from thence fhould go 
out like a flame of fire, and fpread themfelves all 
over the country, and deftroy it: what was for- 
merly faid of the Amorites, who took the land of 
Moab out of the hands of the king of it, and it 
became afterwards a proverbial expreffion, is here 
applied to the Chaldeans ; fee Numb. xxi. 26, 27, 
28. fo the Targum, by a flame of fire, underftands 
warriors : and fhall devour the corner of Moab ; the 
whole country, even to the borders of it. The 
Targum is, ** and fhall flay the princes of Moad ;” 
fo great men are fometimes called corners ; fee 
Zech. x. 4. and Numb. xxiv. 17: and the crown of 
the head of the tumultuous ones; not of the common 
people that were tumultuous and riotous, but of 
the great ones, who fwaggered and boaited, and 
_ made a noife about their ftrength and riches; but 
now fhould have their heads broke, and their pride 
and glory laid in the duft. So the Targum, <* and 
‘© the nobles, thé children of noife.” 

¥. 46. Wo be unto thee, O Moab, the people of 


Chemofo perifbeth, &c.] The inhabitants of Moad, ! 


FER E MIAH. Chixlviii. y. 46, 47. 


who worfhipped the idol Chemofh; of which fee 
y. 7. and fo called his people, as J/rwel were called 
the people ef the Lord ; now thefe, notwithftand- 
ing their idol, whom. they worfhipped, arid in 
whom they trufted, fhould perifh; and fad and 
deplorable would be their condition and ‘cireum- 

ftances: for thy fons are taken captives, and th 

‘daughters captives; this explains the to that fhould 


come, upon them, and in what fenfe they thould 


perifo, fince their fons and daughters, who’ they 
hoped would have continued their name and na- 
tion, were taken, and would be carried captives 
into Babylon ; fee Numb. xxi. 29. neally 

¥. 47. Yet will I bring again the captivity of 
Moab in the latter day, foith the Lord, 8ec.| Some 
think this is added, not fo much for the fake of 
Moab, as of the Fews, to affure them of their re- 
turn from captivity, as had been promifed them, 
fince this would be the cafe even of Adcab. It had 
a literal accomplifhment under Cyrws, as is thought, 
when they were reftored to their land ; and certain 
it is, they were a people in the times of Alewan- 
der, or king Fanneus, who fubdued them, as Fo- 
Jepbus * relates: and it had. a fpiritual one in the 
times of the Meffiah, in the converfion of forme 
of thefe people, as very probably in the firft times 
of the gofpel; fo it will have in the latter day ; 
fee I/. xi. 14. Kimchi interprets it of the days of 
the Meffiah. For tho’ that people are no more, 
yet there are a people which inhabit their country, 
who will, at leaft many of them, be converted, 
when the fulnefs of the Gentiles is brought ing and 
it is no unufual thing in {cripture, for the prefent 
inhabitants of many countries, to be called after 
thofe who formerly inhabited them, as the Turks 
are often called Afyrians. Thus far is the judgment 
of Moab; that is, either fo long, unto the latter 
days, will the judgment of Méoab continue. So 
the Targum, ‘* hitherto to execute vengeance of 
“* judgment on’ Adoab ;” or rather, thus far is the 
prophecy concerning the deftruction of Moad; this 
is the conclufion of it; here it ends, being a long 
one. 


. 
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of Ba chapter contains prophecies concerning 
the judgments ‘of God on feveral nations 
and kingdoms, chiefly bordering on the land of 
Ifrael, on the Ammonites, y. 1—6. on the Edomites, 
¥. 7—22. on the kingdom of Dama/cus, or the Sy- 
rians, ¥.23—27. on the Kedarenes or Arabians, 
y. 28—33. and on the Elamites or Perfians, ¥. 


34—39- 


¥. 1. Concerning the Ammonites, thus faith the 
Lord, &c.] Or, to the Ammonites"; or, againft 
them ™ ; it will bear to be rendered either way, and 
all is true; for what is faid by the Lord as follows, 
1s Concerning them, their fins, and their punifh- 
ment, and is directed to them, and is a threatning 
againft them: hath Ifrael no fons? hath he no- 
heir? certainly he has, and who ought to poffefs 
the land: this is to be underftood not of the ten 
tribes, fometimes called Jfrael, as diftingét from the 
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other two; for thefe had been long ago carried 
captive, and left no heirs of their tribes; but of 
all Z/rae/, including the tribes of Fudab and Benjas 
min, who, tho’ their brethren of the ten tribes were 
carried captive, and left no children to inherit, yet 
being next in blood, were the lawful heirs of their 
lands and poffeffions : why then doth their king inm- 
berit Gad? that part of the’ land of J/rael which — 
belonged to the tribe of Gad; this, when the ten 
tribes were carried captive by the king of Afpriay 
and the Gadites among the reft, was feized on t 
the Ammonites, with their king at the head” 
them, lying near unto them; who might alfovpre>” 
tend relation, as being the children of Zot, the 
brother’s fon of Abraham; or claim it, as having 
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| Milcom or Molech, the abomination of the Ammon- 
ites, the idol they worfhipped, 1 Kings xi. 5, 7. fo 
Farchi interprets it. The Ammonites having got 
pofleffion of the land, fet up their idol init, where 
temples were built for him, and altars erected, and 
facrifices offered to him, fo that he might be faid 
to inherit it) and-which muft be very offenfive to, 
and highly refented by, the God of J/rael: and 
bis people dwellin bis cities; the Ammonites dwelt 
in the cities belonging to the tribe of Gad, as if 
they were their own ; who are called the people of 
Mileom or Molech, juft as the Moabites are called 
the people of Chemofh, from the idol they wor- 
fhipped, ch. xlviii. 46. 

yv.2. Therefore behold, the days come, faith the 
Lord, &c.}' Or, are coming»; as they did, in a 
very little time after this prophecy: that I will 
caufe an alarm of war to be heard in Rabbab of the 
Ammonites; the metropolis of the Ammonites , it 
was their.royal city in the times of David, 1 Kings 
xi. 1. and xii..26. called by Polydius *, Rabbaha- 
mana, and by Ptolemy *, Philadelphia, which name 
it had from Ptolemy Philadelphus, who rebuilt it ; 
this the Lord threatens with the found of the 
trumpet, the alarm of war, or the noife of war- 
riots, as the Targum; the Chaldean. army under 
Nebuchadnexzar,°who, about five years after the 
deftruction of Ferufalem, fubdued the Ammonites, 
as Fofephus » relates : and it fhall be a defolate beap; 
be utterly deftroyed ; its walls broken down, and 
houfes demolifhed, and made an heap of rubbith : 
and her daughters fhall be burnt with fire, Rabbab 
was the mother-city, and the other cities of the 
Ammonites were her daughters, which are threatned 
to be deftroyed with fire by the enemy; or it may 
mean the villages round about Rabbah, it being 
ufual in fcripture for villages to be called the 
daughters of cities ; fee Ezek. xvi. 46. fo the Tar- 
gum here paraphrafes it, ‘¢ the inhabitants ef her 
*¢ villages fhall be burnt with fire :” then fhall 
Tfrael be heirs unto them that were his heirs, faith 
the Lord, that is, fhall inherit their, land again, 
which the Ammonites pretended to be the lawful 
heirs of ; yea, not only poffefs their own land, but 
the land of Ammon too: this was fulfilled not im- 
mediately upon the deftruétion of Ammon, but in 
part upon the return of the ews from the Badby- 
lenifo. captivity, when they repoffeffed their own 
country ; and partly in the times of the Maccadces, 
when they fubdued the Ammonites, 1 Maccab. v. 6. 
and will more fully in the latter day, when the 
‘¥ews fhall be converted, and return to their own 
jand, and the children of Ammon fhall obey them, 
Jf. xi. 14. fo Kimcbi interprets it ; and other Yewi/h 
writers underftand it of the days of the Mefiah, as 
Abarbinel obferves. . 

y¥. 3. Howl, O Hefobon, &c.] Which was a city 
of Moab, tho’ it formerly belonged to the Amorites ; 
_ fee ch. xlviii. 2.. Numb. xxi. 26. it was upon the 
border of Ammon, and near to 47, now deltroyed; 
and. therefore is called upon to howl and lament, 
becaufe its deftruétion alfo was near at hand, and 
might be expected; hence Kimchi gathers, that the 
Ammonites were deftroyed before the Moadites: but 
fome have thought, that He/hbon was a double city, 
divided: by a river, which ran thro’ it; and that 
that.city which was on one fide of the river be- 
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longed to Mead, and thator the other fide to 
Ammon: for Ai is fpoiled; not that which was near 
Jericho in the land of Canaan, but*a city in the 
land of Ammon, thought to be the Gaia of Pto- 
lemy , this feems to be the firft city in the country 
of Ammon, that Nebuchadnezzar would lay watte : 
ery, ye daughters of Rabbeb; the royal city before- 
mentioned ; either the inhabitants of it, particu- 
larly the women, efpecially the younger women, 
who would bein the utmoft diftrefs, on hearing 
the enemy was fo near them, and what had be- 
fallen 4i; or the villages about Rabbah, as Kimchi 
interprets it; that is, as the Targum, ‘* the inha- 
** bitants of the villages of Rabbab:” gird ye with 
fackcloth; as a token of calamity and mourning 
for it, as was ufual: /ament, and run to and fro by 
the hedges; which Farchi, Kimchi, and Ben Melech, 
underftand of the inclofures or fences of villages, 
like thofe of gardens, fields, and folds, in diftinc- 
tion from walls of cities, and fortified places ; but 
rather it fignifies the hedges in the fields, whither 
being drove from their habitations, they would 
feek unto for fhelter, and run about among them 
for fafety, lamenting their unhappy cafe: for their 
king feall go into captivity; be taken and carried 
captive ; either their principal governor ; or rather 
Milcom their god, fince it follows: and bis priefts 
and his princes together ;* both fuch as offered facri- 
fice to him, and attended on and fupported his 
worfhip : the fame is faid of Chemofh the god of 
the Moabites, ch. xlvii. 7. 

¥. 4. Wherefore glorieft thou in thevallies, 8c.) 
Of which there were many in the country of Am- 
mon, fruitful and well watered, which were fituated 
by the rivers of Arnon and Fabbok, the borders of | 
this country, and in which was the plain of the 
vineyards ; fee Fudg. xi. 13, 33. and indeed the » 
whole country was a vale. For, as Fo/epbus* fays, 
the country both of the Moabites and Ammonites 
were in the valley of Syria, or Celefyria ; that is, 
hollow Syria, fo called trom its lying low, or ina 
valley ; for this country lay between the moun- 
tains Libanus and Antilibanus, as Strabo‘ fays, and 
brought forth a large increafe; in this they. glo- 
ried, in the produce of thefe vallies, in the grafs, 
corn, and vines that grew upon them, and the 
flocks that fed there; but now fhould have no oc- 
cafion to glory, all being fwept away by the ene- 
my: thy flowing valley; or, thy valley flows* ; is 
overflowed with water, thro’ abundance of rain, 
which deftroyed the fruits of it, fo Farchi; or ra- 
ther flowed with the blood of the flain, as Kimchi, 
Ben Melech, and Abarbinel ; the enemy having en- 
tered it, and made fo great a flaughter of men in 
it: O backfliding daughter? the Targum is, O foolith 
kingdom ; the whole kingdom of Ammon is meant, 
or the people of it; who defcending from righteous 
Lot, may be called backfliders; and being alfo 
idolaters, have this character ; for fuch revolt from 
the true God, to worfhip idols.: it may be ren- 
dered, refrafory, rebellious ‘; as all fuch per‘ons are: 
that trufteth in ber treafures, faying, who shall come 
unto me? dwelling in yallies encompailed with 
mountains, and in fortified cities, and abounding 
in wealth and riches, whereby they were able to 
procure men and arms to defend themfelves ; 
thought they were fafe from any enemy, and that 

none 
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none could come nigh them, and fo dwelt ateafe, 
and in great fecurity. 

¥. 5. Behold, I will bring a fear upon thee, faith 
the Lord God of hofis, 8c.| The terrible army of 
the Chaldeans, which fhould ftrike them with-a 
pannic ; who thought themfelves fo fecure in their 
fortrefles, trufting in their riches: from’ all thofe 
that be about thee ; meaning either from the Chal- 
deans, and the neighbouring nations, that fhould 
join, and furround the Ammonites on all fides ; or 
from all the borders of Ammon round about, where 
they fhould come; they would be a Magor-miffa- 
bib, a fear all round: and ye fhall be driven out 
every man right forth ; driven out of their houfes, 
and cities, and villages, and fteer their courfe right 
forward, and never look behind to fee what were 
become of their families, and their friends; every 
one having enough to do to provide for his own 
fafety : and none fhall gather up him that wandereth, 
that is ftraggling about, and knows not which way 


fo intent on their own fafety, that they will not 
concern themfelves for others, to take them under 
their care; to take thofe that are on foot upon 
their horfes or carriages, whom they overtake; or 
into their houfes, as they pafs by. 

¥. 6. And afterwards I will bring again the cap- 
sivity of the children of Ammon, faith the Lord.] 
Perhaps by Cyrus ; for in the times of Judes Mac- 
cabeus the children of Ammon were again a large 
and mighty people, 1 Maccab. v. 6. Fuftin Mar- 
tyr‘ fays, that in his time there was a large mul- 
titude of Ammonites; but Origen ®, who was later 
than he, obferves, that not only the Jdumeaus, but 
the Ammonites and Moabites, were then called by 
the common name of Avadians ; and thefe are now 
the prefent inhabitants of their country; and when 
thefe fhall be converted in the latter day; fee J/. 
Ix. 6, 7. who may be called by the name of the 
ancient inhabitants, then will this be more fully 
accomplifhed : for fome refer this to the days of 
the Meffiah, and to the converfion of fome of 
thefe heathen people, either in the firft times of 
the gofpel, or in the latter day ; fee the note on 
¥.2. The Fews* underftand this as fulfilled in 
<Ammonite profelytes to their religion. 

¥. 7. Concerning Edom, thus faith the Lord of 
hofts, &c.| Or, unto Edom', thus faith the Lord ; 
or, againfs Edom* , all which is true, as obferved 
on ¥. 1. meaning. the Idumeans, the pofterity of 
Efau, who was called Edom. Kimchi thinks this 
refpects time yet future, and points at the deftruc- 
tion of Rome, and the Romans, who with the Fews 
frequently go by the name of Edom; and Abarbi- 
nel is of the fame mind. And Cocceius is of opi- 
nion, that the Yews are meant, and their deftruc- 
tion, with whom the Jdumeans were incorporated 
before the coming of Chrift, and had Hered, an 
Idumean, king over them ; but it is beft to under- 
ftand the prophecy properly and literally of the 
Idumeans themfelves. Is wifdom no more in Teman? 
a city in Edom, which had its name from Teman, a 
grandfon of E/au, Gen. xxxvi. 11. whofe defcen- 
dants were called Temanites; one of which was 
Elipbaz, a friend of $0b’s, Fob ii. 11. it was a 
principal city, famous for men of wifdom; fuch an 
one was the perfon juft mentioned: perhaps the 
grand fenate of the country, or the chief counfel- 
lors, dwelt here ; where {chemes were formed for 


* Dialog. cum Tryphone Judzxo, p. 347, 
§.4. T.B. Beracot, fol. 28. 1. fib: 
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the good of the country in times of war or peace; 
or fchools were kept here for the inftruction of 
perfons in various arts and fciences; and which 
had continued to this time, but now would be no 
more. The Targum is, ‘ is there no more wifdom 
in the fouth ?” but Zerchi better interprets it of 
Edom, which lay fouth to the land of J/rael. Is 


counfel perifbed from the prudent? it was fo, even 


from thofe that were the moft famous for being 
prudent and underftanding men ; they were now 


at their wits end, and knew not what courfe to 
take, nor what advice to give, in this their time 
of diftrefs. The Targum renders it, from the chil- 


dren, the fons of the Temanites, ftrangely degene- 


rated. from their anceftors. Js their wiflom va- 
nifbed ? or corrupted, as the Targum; or does it 
ftink, according to the Radvédinical fenfe of the 


word, or infatuated, and become good for nothing? 
verily it was, it was ufelefs, difregarded, and de- 
{pifed. 

to take, and whither to flee for fafety ; all will be |. 


y. 8. Flee ye, turn back, dwell deep, O inhabitants 
of Dedan, &c.| Another city in idumea; though 
fome take it to be a country in radia, bordering 


on Edom, and fubdued by the Edomites: the inha- 


bitants of this place are advifed to flee for their 
lives, fince the enemy was juft upon them ; and 
turn back, left they fhould fall into his hands; and 
hide themfelves in fome deep caverns of the earth, 
in holes, and dens of rocks, and fuch like places. 
It is a prophecy that they fhould flee from, and 
turn their backs on their enemies, and betake 
themfelves to fome very fecret places for fafety. 
For 1 will bring the calamity of Efau upon him; 
which was determined concerning him, threatned 
to him, and was his juft defert; even the utter de- 
ftruction of the whole land: the time of bis vifita- 
tion ; the time fixed to vifit him in a way of wrath 
and punifhment being come. 

¥. 9. If grape-gatherers come to thee, would they 
not leave fome gleaning grapes? &c.] If gatherers 
of grapes, at the time of the vintage, fhould come 
into thy fields to gather the grapes, being mpe, 
would not they leave fome for the poor to glean ? 
certainly they would, and not take every clufter. 
The Targum renders it, ‘‘ if thy fpoilers, as grape- 
‘< gatherers, fhould come to thee, Gc.” If thieves 
by night, they will deftroy till they have enough, who 
break into houfes by night, thefe will eat and drink 
as much as is fufficient, and carry off what ferves 
their turn; but they feldom take away every thing 
they find in an houfe; they leave fome things be~ 
hind them; but it is fuggefted, that the Chal- 
deans fhould take away all trom the Edomites, and 
leave them nothing; fee Obad. y. 5, 6. 

y. 10. But I have made Efau bare, &c.) By 
the hand of the Chaldeans ; tripped him of every 
thing that is valuable; of his cities, caitles, vil- 
lages, people, wealth and treafure: J have unco- 
vered his fecret places; where either his fubftance 
was hid, or his people; thefe were made known 
to their enemies, who feized on both: and he foall 
not be able to hide himfelf ; even in his deep 
in the caves and dens of the earth, but his enemy 
fhall find him out: bis feed is fpciled, and bis bre- 


thren, and his neighbours; his children, as the Tar __ 
gum and his brethren, the Ammonites and Moab- _ 


ites; and his neighbours, the Péelijflines; or as 
many as were ‘with him, and belonged unto him: 


; and be is not; his kingdom is not; he is no more 
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a people and nation, but all deftroyed by the {word, 
or carried captive; or there fhall be none left of 
his brethren, and neighbours, and friends, to fa 
to him what follows, leave thy fatkerle/s children, 
&c. So Kimchi and Ben Melech fay, this phrafe is 
in connexion with the following verfe. 

¥. 11. Leave thy fatherle/s children, I will pre- 
ferve them alive, &c.| Leave them with me; com- 
mit them to my care; Pll provide for them; they 
fhall have food and raiment, and want nothing to 
make them comfortable: to have fuch a friend or 
friends, promifing fuch things to a man, when 
he is obliged to flee and leave his family, or is at 
the-point of death, ferves to make him eafy; but 
there would be none left of the Edomites to fay 
fuch kind words, or do fuch a friendly part. Some 
think they are the words of God, either fpoken 
ironically or ferioufly ; fuggefting, that they fhould 
have no children or widows to leave, all fhould be 
deftroyed; or if any left, they could not expedct 
that he would take care of them, whom they had 
fo provoked ; or that fuch would be their mifera- 
ble cafe, unlefs he had mercy on them, and took 
care of their fatherlefs children, there would be 
none to do it. Others think it refpects a remnant 
of the Edomites that fhould be preferved, and be 
converted to Chrift in gofpel-times. The Targum 
takes them to be an addrets to the people of J/rae/, 
paraphrafing them thus; ‘* you, O houfe of J/- 
*¢ rael, your orphans fhall not be left, I will fu- 
“¢ ftain them, and your widows fhall truft in my 
“© word :” which laft claufe we render, Jet your 
widows truft in me , which, could they be conft- 
dered as the words of God, agree well with him, 
who is the father of the fatherlefs, and judge of 
the widows, P/: Ixvili. 5. and a great encourage- 
ment to perfons in fuch circumftances, to place 
their confidence in him; and it muft be right fo 
to do. 

y. 12. For thus faith the Lord, &c.] This that 
follows fhows, that what goes before is not faid 
by way of promife and comfort, but threatning : 
bebold, they whofe judgment was not to drink of the 
cup, have affuredly arunken , meaning either fome 
‘of the other nations, who had not dealt {fo ill with 
the Fews as the Hdomites had, at leaft their fins 
were not fo aggravated as theirs were; they being 
a-kin to the ews, and having ufed them in a very 
injurious and fcornful manner ; or the Fews them- 
felves, who, in comparifon of ‘them, had not de- 
ferved divine vengeance, fignified by a cup, a por- 
tion of wrath, and punifhment righteoufly allotted 
them, and which they had partook of, being car- 
ried captive into Badylon: for this is not to be un- 
derftood ftrictly of proper juftice, but in a com- 
parative fenfe ; for otherwife, it was but juft and 
right: that they fhould be treated in the manner 
they were ; only they were not fo guilty as thee 
were. Aud art thou be that fhalt altogether go un- 
punifbed ? if \effer finners are not let go free, how 
fhould it be thought that greater ones fhould? and 
efpecially, if judgment had begun at God’s own 
people, the wicked Edomites could not expect to 
efcape. Thou fhalt not go unpunifbed, but thou fhalt 
Jurely drink of it; the cup of wrath and vengeance; 


or have the juft punifhment inflicted on them, 
threatened them. 

¥. 13. For I have fworn by myfelf, faith the Lord, 
&c.] This he did, becaufe he could fwear by no 
greater, and to fhow the certain and infallible ac- 
complifhment of the event, and the importance of 
it; and which was fo extraordinary, that it was 
fearce thought credible, and therefore an oath is 
ufed to confirm it: that Bozrab shall become a de- 
folation, a reproach, a wafte, and a curfe, not 
Rome, as Abarbinel, nor Ferufalem, as Cocceius 3 
nor Bozrah of Moab, ch. xlviii. 24. but Bozrab 
of Idumea, If. \xiii. 1. the royal city of Edom, as 
Kimchi; this fhould be utterly deftroyed, and be 
fpoken of contemptibly, and ufed proverbially, to 
exprefs a curfe ; the Lord curfe thee, as Bozrah is 
curfed. It may be put for the whole country of 
Edom, of which it was the metropolis, fince it fol- 
lows, and all the cities thereof fhall be perpetual 
waftes; either thofe in the neighbourhood of it, 
and belonging to it, it being the capital or mo- 
ther-city ; or all the cities in the land of Edom ; fo 
general fhould be the defolation. 

Y Gi. I have beard a rumour from the Lord, 
&c.] A bearing’; or a report, concerning the de- 
ftruction of Edom, made to him in a dream or 
vifion, by the Spirit of God, as a fpirit of pro- 
phecy : and an embaffador is fent to the heathen; or 
a meflenger ; Feremiab the prophet, as fome; or 
an angel, as Kimchi fuggefts, tent to gather the 
nations to ‘war again{ft’ Bozrab; or a divine im- 
pulfe, as others, with which the Chaldeans were 
imprefied,; which was as a voice to them, faying, 
gather ye together, and come againft her, and rife up 
to tbe battel ;. get your forces together, and come 
againft Bozrah or Edom, to invade and fubdue it; 
attack it in a military way, not doubting of vic- 
tory ; fee Obad. ¥. 1. : 

y¥. 15. For lo, Iwill make thee finall among the 
heathen, &c.| Or, I have given thee, or made thee"; 
as if it refpected what Edom was at firft, a people 
few in number, and their country not large, as 
Aben Ezra and Kimchi, and after them Adarbine : 
but it rather intends what Edom fhould be"; and 
which was the reafon of gathering the Chaldeans 
againft them, to reduce their number, weaken 
their ftrength, and deftroy their fub{ftance, and fo 
make them a fmall, feeble, and contemptible peo- 
ple, as follows: and de/pifed among men, for the 
fewnefs of their men, the defolation of their coun- 
try, the confumption of their wealth and riches, 
their poverty and meannefs ; fee Obad. y¥. 2. 

¥. 16. Thy terriblenefs bath deceived thee, and the 
pride of thine heart, &c.] Some render it, thine 
idol °; fee 1 Kings xv. 13. which, being terrible to 
them, they thought it might be fo to others, and 
‘protect them. In the place referred to, the word 
Miphlezeth is ufed, and comes from the fame root ' 
with this, which fignifies to be terrible and for- 
midable, and caufe to tremble, as the idols of the 
Gentiles were to their worfhippers, and others. The 
Vulgate Latin verfion of the above place interprets 
it, of Priapus, which was an idol fet up in gardens 
to fright birds and thieves from coming thither °. 
So Kimchi obferves, that fome interpret it here of 


ido- 
§ s—sy°9!*9 auditam audivi, Vulg. Lat. Pagninus, Montanus, Schmidt. m “PII pofui, Munfter ; reddidi, 
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idolatrous worfhip or fuperftition ; but it is to be 
underftood, either of the roughnefs and terrible- 
nefs of their country, abounding with rocks and 
mountains, which made it inacceffible; or rather 
of that terror which they ftruck into their neigh- 
bouring nations, by their wealth and riches, their 
power and ftrength, their courage and valour, and 
fkill in military affairs; and having fuch ftrong 
cities, fortrefles and faftneffes, natural and artificial, 
of which they were proud; and on account of all 
which, fanfied that none would dare to invade 
them; or if they did, their attempts would be 
fruitlefs ; and this deceived them, making them 
carelefs and fecure: O thou that dwelleft in the clefts 
of the rock; the land of Idumea being very hilly 
and rocky. ‘erem * fays, who lived near it, that 
all the fouthern part of Jdumea, from Eleutheropolis 
to Petra and Hailah, had their habitations in caves 
cut out of rocks: that holdeft the beight of the bill , 
that dwelt on the tops of hills and mountains, 
and in towers and fortified places built upon them, 
as Kimchi and Ben Melech, who think refpect is had 
particularly to mount Ser, The Targum is, ‘ for 
‘* thou art like to an eagle that dwells in the clefts 
“* of the rock, whofe high habitation is in a ftrong 
“¢ place ;” hence it follows : tho’ thou foouldii make 
thy neft as high as the eagle, I will bring thee down 
from thence, faith the Lord, fignifying, tho’ they 
might think themfelves as fafe and as much out of 
the reach of men as an eagle’s neft, and were as 
high and as fecure in their own imaginations ; yet 
they fhould be come at by their enemies, be fetched 
out of their ftrong holds, and reduced to the loweft 
and moft miferable ftate and condition ; of which 
they might be affured, fince the Lord had fpoken 
it, who would do it by the hand of the Chaldeans. 
The allufion to the eagle is very pertinent to illu- 
ftrate the felf-exaltation’ and {felf-fecurity of the 
Edomites,; the eagle being a bird that flies higher 
than any other, as Kimchi on the place obferves, 
even up to the clouds, and out of fight; hence 
Homer * calls it, the high-flying eagle; and which 
builds its neft in high places, in the tops of rocks ; 
fo Ariftotle * fays, they make their nefts, not in 
plains, but in high places, efpecially in cragged 
rocks; and Pliny‘ relates, that they build their 
nefts in rocks; and he alfo fays * of the vultures, 
who feem to be meant by the eagles in Mast. xxiv. 
28. that they build their nefts in the higheft rocks, 
and which no man can reach. 

¥.17. Alfo Edom fhall be a defolation, &c.| Not 
only Bozrab, its principal city, before fpoken of, 
but the whole country of Jdumea fhould be laid 
wafte ; its fortified cities deftroyed ; its riches plun- 
dered ; and its inhabitants flain with the fword, or 
carried captive: every one that goeth by it foall be 
aftonifbed ; at the defolation made, fo fuddenly and 
fo univerfally : and fhall hifs at all the plagues there- 
of rejoice at them; clap their hands, and fhake 
their heads, as the Targum; and hifs with their 
tongues, infulting and deriding them. 

¥.18. As in the overthrow of Sodom and Go- 
morrak, &c.| Which was fo fudden and general, 
that nothing was left, or any fpared; fo fhould it 
be with Edom: and the neighbour cities thereof, faith 
the Lord; the cities that were in the plain, Admab 
and Zeboim: no man fall abide there, neither foall 
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a fon of man dwell in it; that is, of the race of 
Edom; no Idumean fhould inhabit it; otherwile 
thofe who conquered it fhould, and doubtlefs did. 
There feems to be fome allufion to the dead fea, 
thefe cities became, to which Hdom is compared, 
and {0 were quite uninhabitable. 
¥.19. Bebold, be fhall come up like a lion from the 
fwelling of Fordan, &c.) ‘The Targum rightly in- 
terprets it, of a king and his army, paraphrafing 
the words thus, * behold, a king with his army 
** fhall come up again{ft them, as a lion comes up 
** from the height of Yordan;? not the king of 
Edom that fhould come up againft Fudea, or to de- 
fend himfelf againft thofe that invaded him; but 
Nebuchadnezzar and his army that fhould come up 
again{t the Hdomites from the land of Fudea, where 
Jordan was, having firft fubdued that; or fhould 


come with that ftrength, fury and fiercenefs, as a” 


lion when forced out of its covert near the river 
Jordan, by the overflowing of its banks, and obli- 


} ged to betake himfelf to higher grounds; who, 


being enraged, roars and tears in pieces all in his 
way. Monfieur Thevenot “ fays, that Jordan is be- 
fet on both fides with little, thick, and pleafant 
woods ; and Mr. Maundrel * obferves, that, ** there 
‘¢ is a firft and outermoft bank to the river, about 
‘¢ a furlong, upon a level, before you come to the 
“* fecond bank, to which it may be fuppofed the 
*¢ river did, and {till does, overflow; and the ie- 
‘¢ cond: bank is fo befet with bufhes and trees, 
“¢ fuch as tamarifk, willows and oleanders, Ge. 
«« that you can fee no water till you have made 
** your way thro’ them. In this thicket anciently, 
‘¢ (and the fame is reported of at this day) feyeral 
“* forts of wild beafts were wont to harbour them- 
‘* felves, whofe being wafhed out of the covert 
“< by the overflowings of the river, gave occafion 
“* to the allufion, Fer.xlix.19.”? So Ferom” {peaks of 
lions in his time, taking up their abode by the river 
Fordan, near which were defert places, reeds and 
fedges: againft the habitation of the firong; the land 
of Edom, a country well fortified, in which mighty 
men dwelt; particulatly mount Ser, where their 
king was, and which was the fold of the mighty; 
either of the mighty fhepherd, as it may be ren- 
dered *; or, of the ftrong place *; but what is this to 
a lion? dut I will make him fuddenly run away from 
her ; that is, either the mighty fhepherd, the king 
of Edom, from his fold, upon the approach of the 
lion, the king of Babylon; or elfe, as it may be 
rendered, and I will caufe him to run upon it” fud- 
denly;, that is, caufe the king of Babylon to come 
fpeedily into the land of Edom, and feize upon it, 
over-run it, prevail over it, and be mafter of it, 
as Farchi interprets it: and who is a chofen man that 
I may appoint over ber ? a choice perfon in Nebu- 


chadnezzar’s army, fit to be made a deputy-gover- — 


nor over the land of Edom: for who is like me? ~ 


for wifdom and power; able to do whatever I 
pleafe, and to furnifh thofe with proper abilities 
to perform and accomplifh whatever I giye them 
in charge and commiffion to do: and who will 
appoint me the time? fet a time to difpute the mat- 
ter with me, or engage in war againft me: and 
who is that fhepherd that will fiand before me? or 


king, as the Targum and Ben Melech; any king, 


prince or potentate, who both in fcripture, and in 
other 
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‘other writings, are often called thepherds ; the king 
of Edom is particularly pointed at, whofe habita- 
tion or fold is beforé obferved: alas! what could 
fuch a fhepherd do? or how could he ftand before 
the almighty God, or any lion he fhould fend ? 

¥. 20. Therefore bear the counfel of the Lord tbat 
he bath taken againft Edom, &c.] The decree of 
the Lord; the purpofe and refolution he had taken 
up in his heart againft the Jdumeaus, which was 
wifely formed, and upon juft and good grounds : 
and his purpofes that be hath purpojed againft the in- 
habitants of Temau ; a principal place in Edom, the 
inhabitants of which were famous for their wifdom, 
y. 7. and therefore are here particularly mentioned, 
there being no wifdom, nor underftanding, nor 
counfel againft the Lord, fo as to fruftrate his pur- 
pofes and defigns, which have always their etiect, 
Prov. xiX. 21. and xxi. 30: furely the leaft of the 
flock hall draw them out; not the Perfians, the leait 
of the fons of Fapbet, as fome Rabbins in Farchi *; 
nor the I/raelites, as Kimchi, particularly Rachel’s 
fons, or the pofterity of Fo/eph and Benjamin, but 
the common foldiers, the weakeft and moft feeble 
jn the Chaldean army : as princes are compared to 
fhepherds, their people are like flocks; and now 
the leaft of thefe in the king of Babylon’s army 
fhould be a match for the ftrongeft of the Edom- 
ites; and fhould draw. them out of their habita- 
tions, as dogs or wolves drag fheep out of the 
folds, and draw about dead carcafes, and devour 
them. ‘The words are in the form of an oath, 
if the leaft of the flock do not draw them out; that 
is, as I live they fhall; or I fwear by myielf they 
fhall certainly do it; fo the Targum, <* if they do 
** not draw and kill the mighty of the people :” 
Jurely be foall make their habitations defolate with 
them; or, their folds; the fheep fhall be deftroyed, 
and their folds fhall be demolifhed ; that is, the in- 
habitants of Edom fhall be flain with. the fword, 
and their cities, towns and villages fhall be laid 
watte. 

¥.21. The earth is moved at the noife of their 
fall, &c.] Of the Edomites ; whofe fall was from 
the height of greatnefs and glory, to a very low 
condition indeed; and as things the higher they 
are from whence they fall, the greater noife they 
make, fo it was with the Edomites ; perhaps there 
may be fome allufion to the falling of rocks and 
hills, with which Edom abounded: this may re- 
fpect either the noife and fhout of the conquerors, 
when they fell ; or the cry of the Edomites, when 
taken and deftroyed; or the report of their de- 
ftruction, when it came into the world; which ftruck 
the inhabitants of the whole earth with terror and 
amazement, fo that they trembled at it; an hyper- 
bolical expreffion, as Kimchi obferves: at the cry, 
the noife thereof was beard in the Red-fea; or, fea 
of fupb, or weeds; where weeds and rufhes grew 
in great abundance, from whence it had its name. 
This is the 4vabian gulph, which wafhed the fhores 
of Edom, and was called the Red-/ea from thence, 
Edom fignifying red. The meaning is, that the 
cry of the flain, or of the conquerors at the flaugh- 
ter of them, fhould be heard to the borders of the 
land, to the fea-fhore, and by thofe in fhips there; 
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who fhould carry the report of it to the féveral 
parts of the world, 

¥..22. Bebold, he jhall come up, and fly as the 
eagle, &c.|. The Targum is, * behold, as an eaglé 
‘** comes up and flies, fo fhall a king come up 
** with his army ;” the king of Babylon with his 
army, compared to an eagle for his iwiftnels and 
voracioufnefs, as before to a lion for his ftrength 
and fiercenefs: and /pread bis wings over Bozrab ; 
befiege that city, inveft it, and feize upon it; very 
fitly are the wings of an army exprefied by the 
wings of this bird, denoting,.both their extent and 
force; the fame is faid concerning Moad, ch. xlviii. 
40: and at that day fhall the heart of the mighty 
men of Moab be as the heart of a woman in her 
pangs ;. when jutt ready to be delivered ; not only 
weak and timorous, but full of anguifh, and quite 
difpirited ; fee the note on ch, xlviii. 41. 

¥. 23. Concerning Damajcus, Sc.) Or, unto Da- 
mafcus*; or, againft Damafcus * , that is, thus faith 
the Lord; which is to be repeated from the fore- 
going inftances, ¥. 1, .7« ‘This is to-be underftood, 
not only of the city of Damafcus, but of the whole 
kingdom of Syria, of which Damafcus was the me- 
tropolis ; fee If, vii. 8: Hamath is confounded; and 
Arpad two cities in Syria; the firft is generally 
thought to be Axtioch of Syria, fometimes called | 
Epiphania, and the other the fame with Arvad; 
inhabited by the 4rvadim, or Aradians, lee 2 Kinzs 
xviii. 34.) Uf x. 9, Ezek. xxvii. 11. thefe, that is; 
the inhabitants of them, as the Targum, were co- 
vered, with fhame, thrown into the utmoit con- 
fufion and contternation: for they have heard evil 
tidings; of the Chaldean army invading the land 
of Syria, and of their coming again{ft them; and 
perhaps of their taking of Dama/cus their capital 
city ; all which muft be bad news unto them, and 
give them great uneafinefs: they are faint bearted ; 
or melted‘, their hearts melted like wax, and Howed 
like water; they had no heart nor ipirit left in 
them, thro’ fear of the enemy. There is /orrow 
in the fea, it cannot be quiet , the Targum is, ** fear 
“¢ in the fea, carefulnefs hath taken hold on them; 
“¢ behold, as thofe that. go down to the fea to 
‘¢ reft, and cannot reft ;” or as other copies, can- 
not flee. So Farchi and Kimchi interpret it, as if 
the note of fimilitude was wanting, and the fenfe 
this, that the inhabitants of the above places were 
either like the troubled fea itlelf, which cannot 
reft; or like perfons in a ftorm at fea, who are in 
the utmoft uneafinefs and diftrefs: or elfe it des 
figns fuch that belonged to the kingdom of Syria, 
that dwelt in the ifles of the fea; who were in a 
great fright, when they heard of the invafion of their 
country by theChaldeans, particularly the Autaradians; 

y. 24. Damafcus is waxed feebles &c.] Ory, is 
become remifs ®; her hands hang down; not being 
able thro’ tear and fright to litt them up againtt 
the enemy; that is, the inhabitants of Dama/cusy 
as the Targum: and turneth berfelf to fiee ; inttead 
of going out to meet the enemy, the inhabitants of 
this city meditated a flight, and turned their backs 
upon him, in order to flee from him, and efeape 
falling into his hands: and fear hath jeized on ber 
ot, foe Jeized on fear » ; inftead of feizing on arms, 

and 
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and laying hold on them to defend herfelf with, 
fhe feized on that ; or however that feized on her, 
and made her quite unfit to ftand up in her own 
defence: anguifh and forrows have taken her as a 
woman in travail; fee the note on ¥. 22. A phrafe 
often ufed to exprefs the fudden and inevitable de- 
ftruction of a people, and their diftrefs and inabi- 
lity to help themfelves. 

¥.25. How is the city of praife not left, &c.] 
The city of Damajfcus, famous for its antiquity, 
its wealth and riches, ftrength and power; and 
with the heathens for its devotion and fuperftition. 
So Fulian' the emperor calls it, “* the truly city 
“ of Fupiter; the eye of the whole eaft ; Dama- 
‘* fcus the holy and the greateft ;” but more efpe- 
cially for its delightful and pleafant fituation. Ben- 
jamin Tudelenfis * {ays it was in his time, ‘* a very 
‘* creat and beautitul city, furrounded with a wall ; 
‘«¢ and the country about it was full of gardens and 
orchards, fifteen miles walk on every fide of it ; 
*¢ and no city in the whole world appeared with 
“ fuch plenty of fruit as that did.’ Monfieur 
Thevenot ' relates, that “ the city of Dama/cus is 
‘* in the middle of a fpacious plain, furrounded 
“¢ with hills, but all diftant from the town, almoft 
“ out of fight; thofe on the north-fide are the 
“© neareft, on which fide it hath a great many gar- 
“¢ dens, full of trees, and moft fruit-trees; thefe 
‘* oardens take up the ground from the hill of 
“* the forty martyrs, even to the town; fo that at 
“¢ a diftance it feems to be a foreft.” Mr. Maun- 
drel®™ tells us, that the Turks relate this ftory of 
their prophet Mahomet, that ‘* coming near Da- 
« majcus, he took his {tation at a high precipice, 
<¢ in order to view it; and confidering the ravith- 
“ ing beauty and delightfulnefs of it, he would 
“* not tempt his frailty by entring into it; but in- 
“«* ftantly departed with this reflection on it, that 
«< there was but one paradife defigned for men, and 
‘* for his part he was refolved not to take his in 
« this world,” and adds the fame traveller, ** you 
«« have indeed from the precipice the moft perfect 
“* profpect of Damafcus; and certainly no place in 
“© the world can promife the beholder at a diftance 
‘< creater voluptuoufnels. It is fituate in an even 
“« plain, of fo great extent, that you can but juft 
«* difcern the mountains that compafs it on the 
«¢ further fide. In its length it extends near two 
<¢ miles, and is encompafied with gardens, extend- 
*< ing no lefs, according to common eftimation, 
“ than thirty miles round ; which makes. it look 
“¢ like a noble city in a vaft wood.” Strabo ™ fays 
of this city, that it is worthy of praife, and almoft 
the moft famous city of all near Perfia. The fenfe 
of it either is, how is it that fo famous a city was 
not fpared by the enemy, that they did not leave 
it untouched, but deftroyed and demolifhed it ? or 
how is it, that it was not fortified by the inhabi- 
tants of it; that a parapet was not built about the 
wall all around, to ftrengthen it, and keep out the 
enemy ? This fenfe, as well as the former, is men- 
tioned both by Farchi and Kimchi, who direé& to 
Nab, iii. 8. for the confirmation of this fenfe of the 
word : the city of my joy? thefe are either the words 
of the prophet, who had a great regard to the city 
of Damafcus, as an ancient, well-built and opulent 
city, and lamented its deftruction ; or rather of the 
king of it, as Farchi; or of the inhabitants of it, 
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who faid this to one another as they fled ; fo Kim- 
chi: but there is no neceffiry of rendring it, my 
ja, only joy; for the jod affixed, may not be 
confidered as a pronoun, but as paragogic, or 3 
Syriac termination, which is common; tho’ fome 
interpret this of the city of Yeru/alem, and‘as fpoken 
by the Lord, or by the prophet in his name, - 

braiding the Syrians for their hatred to it, and dif 
turbance they gave it; and which is now men- 


tioned as one caufe and reafon of their ruins fee 


Amos i. 3. : 

¥.26. Therefore her young men fball fall in ber 
ftreets, &c.| Or verily®; fo Farchi interprets it as 
an oath; Jehovah {wearing that fo it fhould be; 
that her young men, her choice ones, fuch who 
were the flower of the city, and on whom its future 
profperity depended; thefe fhould fall by the fword 
of the Chaldeans in the ftreets of the city, when 
having entered, and taken it: and all the men of 
war fhall be cut off in that day, faith the Lord of 
bots; foldiers and officers, men of ftrength and 
valour, in whom the inhabitants of Damafeus trufted 
for their defence ; thefe fhould be cut off by the 
fword of the enemy at the time of the fiege, and 
taking of it. ‘ 

y.27. And I will kindle a fire in the wall of Da- 
majcus, &c.] Signitying either that a breach being 
made there, the deftruction of the city fhould be- 
gin, and be carried on until it was completed ; or 
it may be underftood literally, that firft the houfes 
built upon the wall fhould be fet on fire by the Chaj- 
deans, thro’ the divine permiffion, and accordi 
to his order and will, and therefore afcribed to 
him, which fhould proceed further. Compare with 
this 2 Cor. xi. 32, 33: and it fhail confume the pan 
laces of Ben-hadad , not only the houfes of the com- 
mon people in general, but particularly the palaces 
of their king and his nobles: Ben-hadad being a 
name of one of the kings of Syria, 1 Kings xx. 1. 
and which, according to Kimchi, was the name of 
the king of Syria at the time of the deftruétion of 
Damajfcus by Nebuchadnezzar. Some think that 
this was a common name of the kings of Syria, 
as Pharaoh and Ptolemy with the Egyptians, It fig- 
nifies the fon of Hadad, which was the name of 
their idol ; from whence their kings might be 
called, as was ufual with the Afjrians and Baby- 
lonians. 

¥.28. Concerning Kedar, and concerning the king- 
doms of Hazer, &c.} A new prophecy concerning 
the Argbians ,; for Kedar was a fon of Jfhimael, Gen. 
xxv. 13. whofe pofterity inhabited 4rahia Petrea. 
Hazor was Petra itfelf, the metropolis of the coun- 
try, whofe king had feveral petty kings and king- 
doms under him ; for this is not the Hazor in the 


land of Canaan deftroyed by Fofoua, which had ~ 


been the head of feveral kingdoms ; and where 
Fabin king of Canaan afterwards reigned, o/b. xis 
10. Fudg. iv. 2. tho’ fome think that fome of thofe 
Haxorites in Fofbua’s time made their efcape, nt 
fled intq thefe parts, and built a city, and called 
it after the name of the former: which Nebuchad- 
rexzar king of Babylon foall finite, thus faith she. 
Lord; that is, thus faith the Lord concer or 
unto, or againft Kedar °, &c. as in ¥. 1. which the 


king of Babylon bath fmitten, the paft forthe fu- 


ture, common in prophetic language: or, 7s about 
to fmite*; would do it in a very little time; for 


_ | Travels, Par. 2. B.1, 
" Geograph. 1.16. p.520. = ° 


3 vital 


Ch. xlix. ¥. 29—34. 


the phrale, thus faith the Lord, is not to be con- 
nected with what follows after, but with what 
goes before ; tho’ indeed. the next words are the 
words of the Lord to the Chaldeans: arife ye, go 
up to Kedar, in an_hoftile manner; invade that 
country, and poffefs it: aud fpoil the men of the 
eaji, the Arabians, which. lay eaft of fudea and 
Babylon: or; the children of Kedem'; the fame with 
Kedemah, another fon of IJjbinael, Gen. xxv. 15. 
- whofe poiteriry dwelt ftill more to the eaft; fo Kim- 
chi; tho’ the Targum renders it, the children of the 
eat. 
¥. 29. Their tents and their flocks foall they take 
away, &c.| The Kedarenes were a people whofe 
bufinefs chiefly lay in feeding flocks, and of which 
their fubftance confifted ; and they moftly dwelt in 
tents, which they removed from place to place for 
the fake of pafturage for their flocks; hence they 
were fometimes called Scenites, and fometimes No- 
mades , fee Pf-.cxx. 5. Cant.i. 5. but now both 
their habitations, fuch as they were, and their flocks 
too, wherein lay their riches, would be taken away 
from them: ‘hey fhall take to themfelves their cur- 
tains, and all their veffels, and their camels. their 
curtains made of fkins of beafts, of which their 
tents were made; or with which they were covered 
to protect them fram the inclemencies of the wea- 
ther; and all the furniture of them, their houf- 
hold-goods; their vefiels for domeftic ufe; and 
utenfils for their calling and employment; and 
their camels, which were much ufed in thofe coun- 
tries for travelling from place to place; on which 
they put their tents, curtains, and veffels, when 
they removed from one pafturage to another ;_thefe 
they, not the Kedarenes, fhould take to themfelves, 
- and flee with them ; but the Chaldeans fhould feize 
on them for themfebves, as their booty and prey: 
and they foall cry unto them, fear is on everyi fide ; 
or, Magor-miflabib ; this is the word the Chaldeans 
fhall ufe, and with it fright the Kedarenes out of 
their tents; or by the found of their trumpets, 
the alarm of war, and by their fhouts and cries, 
and the clafhing of their arms, they fhall put 
them in fear all around: or elfe the Kedarenes and 
Hazorites, when they fhall fee the Chaldean army 
approaching, fhall fay one to another, fear is on 
all fides of us; nothing but ruin and deftruction 
attend us from every quarter. 

¥.30. Flee, get you far off, dwell deep, O ye in- 
habitants of Hazor, faith the Lord, &c.} The 
fame is faid to the inhabitants of Dedan, y¥.8. fee 
the note there : for Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon 
hath taken counfel againft you, and hath conceived a 
purpofe againft you, had determined upon their de- 
ftruction, and had copfulted and contrived ways 
and means to effect it ; and therefore fince fo power- 
ful an enemy had fuch a defign upon them, it was 
high time to flee, and get as far off as they could, 
and hide themfelves in the caverns of the earth. 

y. 31. Arife, get you up unto the wealthy nation, 
&c.] Or, to the nation that is at eafe*; the peo- 
ple that live quietly and in peace; have no wars 
with their neighbours, nor any among themfelves ; 
which feems to be the better fenfe of the word, for 
thefe Kedarenes were not a very wealthy people: 
thefe words do not exprefs the counfel and purpofe 
of Nebuchadnezzar, or are an addrefs of his to his 


FERE MIAH, 


631 


army, commanding them to arife, and invade the 


country of Arabia; for they are the words of the _ 


Lord, and are addreffed to him and his army to 
go up in an‘hoftile. manner againft the Kedarenes, 
here defcribed: that dwelleth without care, faith tke 
Lord; not without the care of their flocks, or 
without providing things neceflary for themfelves 
and families; they were not an indolent people, 
that lived an idle and inaCtive life; but they dwelt 
confidently, or fecurely*, as it may be- rendered ; 
they had no thought nor care to defend themfelves 
from an enemy; they had no fear of any, ima- 
gining that no one would think it worth while 
to give themfelves any trouble to invade them ; 
their meannefs they fuppofed was a proteétion to 
them: which have neither gates, nor bars; to their 
cities, or to their houfes, being in no fear of an 
enemy to come and plunder them: which dwell 
alone; being in no alliance with other nations ; 
nor dwelling together in cities, towns and villages, 
at leaft the common people; the greater part of 
them being fcattered up and down, a few in one 
place, and a few in another; thus they dwelt for 
the convenience of feeding their flocks. 

¥. 32. And their camels fhall be a booty, &c.] 
To the Chaldean army, as before, ¥.29: and the 
multitude of their cattel a fpoil; to the fame; the 
Kedarenes had large flocks of fheep, as well as a 
multitude of camels, on which they lived, and in 
which their fubftance lay ; fee J/: lx. 6, 7. Fobi. 3: 
and I will fcatter into all winds them that are in the 
uimoft corners; them that were gone with their 
flocks to feed them in the uttermoft parts of their 
land ; who, on hearing of the Chaldean army being 
entered and ravaging their country, would leave 
their flocks, and flee and be difperfed in the feveral 
parts of the world: or, them that are cut in the 
corner“; in the corners of their beard; that have 
their hair cut all around, as the Arabians had ; fee 


the note on ch. ix. 26: and I will bring their cala-~ 


mity from all fides thereof, faith the Lord; faggefting 
that Nebuchadnezzar fhould furround them with his 
army, and fo difpofe of his troops, by placing 
them fome in one part, and fome in another, that 
they fhould not be able to efcape on any fide. It 
denotes their utter deftruction and defolation. : 

¥. 33. And Hazor fhall be a dwelling for dragons, 
and a defolation for ever, &c.| The city of Hazor, 
as well as the kingdoms of it; the royal city where 
their king and principal men dwelt; even this 
fhould be no more inhabited by men, but by dra- 
gons, and the wild beafts of the field, and {fo re- 
main for ever, at leaft a long time; fee J/ xiii. 20, 
21,22: there fhall no man abide there, nor any fon 
of man dwell in it, fignifying the utter defolation 
of it; fee the note on y. 18. 


¥. 34. Ihe word of the Lord thai came unto Fere- 
miah the prophet againfi Elam, &c.| The Perfians, . 
| as it is commonly underftood, who defcended from 


Elam the fon of Shem, Gen. x. 22. according to 
Fofepbus*; but rather the country of ELiymais is 
here defigned; which, tho’ in the times of Cyrus, 
was added to, and made a part of, the Per/ian em= 


pire, yet was a country diftiné&t both from Perfia 


and Media; and as fuch is fpoken of by Pliny*, 
tho’ as near unto Perfia, and bordering on Media , 
according to Stephanus”, the Elymaites were a coun- 
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“try that belohged to the Afrians; and fo Strabo * 
places the Ejymeans in Aluria or Alyria , and it 
feems very manifeft that E/am ferved under Senna- 
cherib king of Ajffyria, when he befieged Feru/alem, 


Jf. xxii. 6. and afterwards fell into the hands of. 


Nebuchadiexzar king ot Babylon, and became fub- 
ject to him, which is the calamity here threatened 
them; for*certain it is, that in Belfbazzar’s time, 
Shufoan in Elam was the royal feat of the kings of 
Babylon, Dan. viii. 2: now this prophecy againtt 
Elam was delivered out in the beginning of the reign 
of Ledekiah king of Fudahs perhaps in the firft year 
of his reign, ten or eleven years before the deftruc- 
tion of ‘ferufalem, how long .before it had its ac- 
complifhment is not certain : /aying, as follows : 

¥. 35. Thus faith the Lord of bofis, I will break 
the bow of Elam, &c.| The inhabitants of this 
country were tamous for their fkill in archery ; fee 
the note on J/. xxii. 6. this the Lord threatens to 
break, fo that it fhould be ufelefs, and of no more 
fervice to them to defend themfelves, or annoy 
others. Their ftreneth, as the Zergum,; that in 
which their great ftrength and fecurity lay; in 
which they put their traft and confidence, as fol- 
lows: the chief of their might; which may be in- 
terpreted by way of appofition, of their bow, the 
chief inftrument of their might and power; or may 
defign their mighty men, the archers themfelves, 
who fhould be deftroyed, even E/am itfelf, and all 
the inhabitants of it ; efpecially their warriors, who 
fhould be flain or carried captive. 

¥. 36. And upen Elam will I bring the four winds 
From the four quarters of heaven, &c.| The Tar- 
gum interprets it, the four kingdoms; fee Dan. 
vii. 2. Some think this had its accomplifhment in 
the times of Alexander ; or elfe after his death, in 
the times of his four fucceflors ; but rather in the 
times of Nebuchednezzar, who fhould bring with 
him in his army, people that dwelt in the feveral 
parts of the world, comparable to the winds for 
their fwittnefs and ftrength ; whofe blaft would be 
fo great, as to drive the E/amites to every part of 
the world, as every light thing is by the wind : 
and will fcatter them towards all thofe winds , thofe 
four winds, eaft, weft, north and fouth: azd there 
feall be no nation, whither the outcafts of Elam foall 
not come; thofe that are driven out of it, forced 
to flee from it, or are taken captive, fhould come 
into the feveral nations of the world; fo that 
there would not be any in which an Elamite was 
not. | 

¥. 37. For I will caufe Elam to be difmayed be- 
fore their enemies, &c.] Frightened; thrown into 
the utmoft coniternation, fo that they fhall have 
no heart nor {pirit to go out againit them, and 
meet them, and defend themfelves ; but make all 
hatte imaginable to flee from them, fuch a pannic 


CHA 


oS Reg and the following chapter contain a 
di long prophecy concerning the deftruétion 
of Babylon; and which is exprefled in fuch lan- 
guage, that it may be, and is to be, accommodated 
to the deftru€tion of myftical Babylon ; and feveral 
pafiages in the book of the Revelation are borrowed 
from hence ; and it is intermixed with promifes and 
prophecies of the deliverance of God’s people from 
thence, and of the converfion of the Jews, and 
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would ftize them: and before them that feek their 
life, a further defcription of their enemies ; they 
being fuch, who, not content with their fubitance, 
fought to take away their lives ; nothing lefs would 
fatisfy them, being crue] and blood-thirfty ones : 
and I will-bring evil upon them, even my fierce anger’, 
faith the Lord and a greater evil than that cannot 
be ; fignifying, that the deftruction that fhould be 
made among them would be the effect of the wrath 
of God upon them for their fins: end I will fend 
the fword after them, till I have confumed them, that 
is, thofe that flay with the fword, as the Targum; 
thefe fhould go after thofe that fled, and deftroy 
them, till the greater part of them were confumed ; 
for all of them that were taken were not deftroyed ; 
or otherwife there would have been none to return 
from captivity, as is promifed at the clofe of this 
prophecy. | . . 
¥. 38. And I will fet my throne in Elam, &c.] 
Either when Alexander fubdued it, or Cyrus, or rather 
Nebuchadnezzar, whofe palace probably was, as 
it is certain his fucceflor’s was, in Shufhan in Elam, 
as before obferved from Den. viii. 2. This is called 
the Lord’s throne, becaufe he gave it to him; his 
conqueft of Elam, and his dominion over it, were 
from him: and will deflroy from thence the king and 
the princes, faith the Lord; {o that there fhould be 
no more kings of Elam, and princes, and nobles 
of their own, after this time; and becaufe men- 
tion is made of the kings of Elam in the times of 
Nebuchadnezzar, Fer. XXv. 25. tho’ that is obferved 
in the firlt year of his reign, fome have thought 
{that it is beft to underftand it of Cyrus, the Lord’s 
fervant and anointed; and whofe throne might 
well be called the throne of God, which he gave 
him, and fet him on in an eminent manner, not 
only there, but elfewhere; fee Ezrai. 2. Jf. xlv. 1. 
and when this country of Elam, or Elymais, be- 
came a part of the Per/ian empire, and never had 
any more kings to reign over it feparately. Some 
of the Fewifh Rabbins», as Kimchi obferves, in- 
terpret the king and princes of Vajbti of Haman 
and his fons; but very wrongly. 
¥. 39. But it foall come to ‘pals in the latter days, 
&c.] Not in the times. of Cyrus, when thefe peo- 
ple enjoyed their liberty, as the Yews and other 
nations did, freed by him from the Babylonifh yoke; 
which cannot with propriety be called the latter 
days, being but 70 or 80 years at moft after this 


prophecy ; but in the times of the Meffiah, often _ 


in prophecy called the latter days: that J will bring 
again the captivity of Elam, faith the Lord, which 
was accomplifhed in a {piritual, fenfe; when fome 
of thefe people, the E/amites, were converted to 
Chrift, and delivered by him from the captivity of 
fin and fatan, and were brought into the glorious 
liberty of the children of God; fee As ii. g. 


<f 
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the reftoration of them to their own land, wl 
will be at that time; fee ¥. 4, 5, 8, 197 105 3: 

The deftruction of Babylon in general is proctaiur 
and declared, and the manner and caufe of 


up and animated to proceed againft her, and exe- 
cute the judgments of God upon her, ¥. 

Next follows the Lord’s controverfy with 
caufe of her pride and oppreffion of 


» In T. Bab. Megillah, fol. 10. 2. 


a 


fe of it, 
y. 1—13. then the enemies of Babylon are ftirred 


Ch. 14. 


4nd threatens her with the fword, drought, and 
utter deftruction, ¥. 31—40. and then a defcrip- 
tion is given of her enemies, that fhould be the 
inftruments of her deftruction, ¥. 41—44. and the 
chapter is clofed with obferving, that this is all 
according to the counfel and purpofe of God, y. 


45, 40. 


¥. 1. The word that the Lord fpake againft Ba- 
bylon, &c.] Or to, or of Babylon*, the city of 
Babylon, the metropolis of the Chaldean empire ; 
fometimes it fignifies the whole country, here the 
city only, as appears by what follows: and againft 
the land of the Chaldeans; whither the Fews were 
carried captive, for whofe comfort this prophecy 
is delivered out; and which had fubdued other na- 
tions, and was become an univerfal monarchy ; 
thefe people are mentioned laft, becaufe the reft of 
the nations were to drink the cup of God’s wrath 
at their hands, and then they were:to drink it 
after them; fee ch. xxv. 9, 26. this is to be un- 
derftood not only of Babylon and its empire, lite- 
rally taken, but of myftical Badylon and its depen- 
dencies ; of Kome, and its jurifdiction; of anti- 
chrift, and the antichriftian ftates, the laft enemies 
of the church and people of God, who will be de- 
ftroyed by the pouring out of the feven vials; fee 
Rev. xv. 1. and xvi. 19.. This prophecy, which 
is called the word that the Lord /pake, for it was 
from him, the thing was decreed and declared by 
him, came by Feremiah the prophet, to whom the 
king of Babylon had been very kind; but yet he 
muft be, and was faithful as a prophet, to deliver 
what he had from the Lord concerning the ruin of 
his empire. 

_ yt. 2. Declare ye among the nations, &c.| The 
taking of Babylon; a piece of news, in which the 
nations of the world had a concern, as well as the 
Fews, being brought under the Badylonifh yoke, 
from which they would now be freed ; and there- 


fore fuch a declaration mutt be very acceptable and | 


joyful to them. Some take thefe words to be the 
words of God to the prophet; others, the words 
of Feremiah to the nations; the meaning is only, 
that fuch a declaration fhould be made, and fuch 
things done, as follow: and publifh, and fet up a 
fiandard, publifo, and conceal not, caufe it to be 
heard far and near ; and that it may be heard, fet 
up a fign or ftandard, to gather the people toge- 
ther to hear it; for this ftandard was not to be fet 
up for the enlifting of men, or gathering them to- 
gether, to go up and fight again{t Badylon, fince it 
was now taken; but as a token of victory, and as 
expreflive of joy, on account of it; or rather for the 
reafon given; fee If xiii. 2: fay, Babylon is taken , 
this is the thing to be declared, publifhed, and 
not concealed; but with an audible voice to be 
pronounced, and rung throughout the feveral na- 
tions of the earth. Thus, when the everlafting 
gofpel is preached to every nation on earth, and 
Chrift is fet up in it as an enfign and ftandard 
to the people; it fhall be every where publifhed, 
Babylon is fallen, is fallen, Rev. xiv. 6, 8. and 
xviii. 1,-2. Bel is confounded an idol of the Ba- 
Aylonians, thought by fome to be the fame with 
Baal by contraction ; he is by the Septuagint called 
Belus, the name of one of their kings; who might 
“be idolized after his death, as was ufual among 
‘the heathen nations: he is faid to be confounded, 


. ebay by ad Babel, Montanus ; de Babylone, Vulg. Lat. de Babel; Cocceius, 
_ homine et ufque ad animal, Pagninus, Montanus ; ad beitiam, Schmidt. 
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becaufe he muft have been, could he have beer 


fenfible of the taking of Babylon, where his temple - 


ftood, and he was worfhipped, fince he was not 
able to protect it ; or rather, becaufe his worfhip- 
pers were confounded, that gloried in him, and 
put their truft in him. So the Targum, <* they 
‘* are confounded that worfhip Be/ ;” fee the note 
on Jf. xlvi.'1. Merodach is broken in pieces; an- 
other of their idols, which fignifies a pure lord ; 
fome of their kings had this as one of their names, 
If. xxxix. 1. Fer. lit! 31. The Targum is,‘ they 
‘are broken that worfhipped Merodach.” Her 
idols are confounded, ber images are broken to pieces 
thefe were their leffer deities, as the other two were 
their greater ones; all fhould be deftroyed along 
with it; as all the idols and images of the church 
of Rome will, when that is deftroyed, Rev. ix: 
20. 
¥. 3. For out of the north there cometh up a na- 
tion againft ber, &c.] The Medes and Perfians, 
which under Cyrus were one nation; and which not 
only lay north of fudea, where this prophecy came; 
but of Babylon, againft which they were to come ; 
and might lay more north to it, before the en- 
largement of their dominions ; and befides, Cyrus 
came thro’ Afyria to Babylon, which lay north of 
it; fee Jf xli. 25. Thus, as Rome pagan was 
facked and taken by the Goths and Vandals, that 
came out of the north; fo Rome papal, and the 
antichriftian ftates, will be deftroyed by the chri- 
{tian princes of the north, or thofe who have em- 
braced what the papifts call the northern herefy ; 
tidings out of the north fhall trouble antichrift, 
Dan. xi. 44. Which fhall make her land defolate; 
and none foall dwell therein , that is, in procefs of 
time; for this defolation was not made at once ; 
it was begun by Cyrus, made greater by Darius, 
and compleated by Seleucus Nicator. They fhall re- 
move, they foall depart, both man and beaft, or, from 
man to beaft*; fach as were not flain, fhould ei- 
ther flee away, or be carried captive; fo that in 
time none fhould remain, either of man or beaft ; 
fee Jf. xiii, 1g—22. and for the accomplifhment 
of it on myttical Babylon, fee Rev. xviil. 2; 21, 
225238 
¥. 4. Inthofe days, and at that time, faith the Lord, 
&c.] When Babylon fhall be taken and deftroyed, 
then what follows fhall be accomplifhed ; which, 
as it refpects the converfion of the Fews, fhows, 
that this prophecy is -not to be reftrained to litera} 
Babylon: the children of Ifrael fhall come, they and 
the children of ‘fudab together ; wpon the taking of 
Babylon, in a literal fenfe, by Cyrus, the children 
of Jrael, or the ten tribes, carried away by the 
Afyrians, did not 1:eturn; only the children of 
Judah, or the tribes of Fudah and Benjamin, with 
the Levites, and a few of the other tribes, that 
might be mixed among them: but when myftical 
Babylon is fallen, then the whole body of the Fews 
will be converted, and return to their own land, 
D/rael and Fudabh ; which is foretold in other pro- 
phecies, as here, which {peak of their general con- 
verfion ; fee Fer, xxx. 3, 9. Ezek. xxxvil. 16—25. 
Hof. i. 11. Going and weeping ; which is another 
circumftance, which fhows, that this does not re- 
fpeét the return of the Fews from the Badylonifh 
captivity ; for that was attended with joy, and not 
with tears ; fee P/. cxxvi. 1, 2. unlefs it is to be 
underftood of weeping for joy, and of tears of joy, 
as 
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as Kimcbi interprets it ; but it is better to under- 
ftand it of that godly forrow and mourning for 
fin, which will appear in the ews at the time of 
their converfion; particularly for their fathers ill 
treatment of the Meffiah, their unbelief and rejec- 
tion of him, and their continued obftinacy and 
perverfenefs, and other fins; fee Fer. xxxi. 9. Zech. 
xii. 10. They foall go and feek the Lord their God , 
even David their king, the,true Meffiah, who is 
Lord and God ; to him they fhall feek for peace, 
pardon, righteoufnefs, and eternal life; and ac- 
knowledge him to be the Meffiah, their Lord, and 
their God ; embrace his gofpel, and fubmit to his 
ordinances ; fee Fer. xxx. 9. Hof. iii. 5. The Tar- 
gum is, “* when they were carried captive, they 
«© went weeping ; but when they return from the 
<¢ Jand of their captivity, they fhall feek the wor- 
“¢ fhip of the Lord their God.” 

¥. 5. They fhall afe the way to Zion with their 
faces thitherward, 8cc.] Either to Ferufalem, near 
to which mount Zion was; or to the land of J/- 
yael, fo called, from a principal part of it: and 
this alfo is not to be underftood of their return 
thither, upon the taking of Badylon by*Cyrus, and 
the liberty he gave them; for they had no need 
to enquire their way thither, nor do we find any 
where that they did; for tho’ there might be many 
among them born in the captivity, who knew not 
the way; yet there were others that did, and could 
direct and go before them, even fuch who had feen 
the former temple, Ezra iii. 12. but this fuits bet- 
ter with the Yews in the latter day, upon the fall 
of myttical Babylon, when they fhall be converted 
and return to their own land, and fhail afk their 
way thither; being under a {trong impulfe of mind, 
and being bent upon it, and having full refolution 
to go thither: or elfe, by Zion, may be meant the 
church of God in gofpel-times, as it often is; the 
way into which the converted Yews will afk, be- 
ing determined to give up themfelves to it, and 
become members of it ; which way is not a reli- 
gious education, mere morality, or a bare atten- 
dance on worfhip ; but faith in Chrift, and a pro- 


feffion of it, and fubmiffion to the ordinance of 


baptifm. Saying, come, and let us join ourfelves 
unto the Lord in a perpetual covenant that fball not 
be forgotten, and then may they be faid to join 
themfelves to the Lord, when, under a divine in- 
fluence, they fhall give up themfelves to Chritt, 
to be faved by him; when they fhall lay hold on 
him, embrace him, and believe in him; when they 
fhall follow him in his own ways, and cleave unto 
him with full purpofe of heart; and alfo, when 
they fhall join themfelves to his people, to the 
churches of Chrift, and abide by his truths and 
ordinances; to all which they fhall ftir up and en- 
courage one another; either laying hold on the 
covenant of grace, which is an everlafting one, and 
will never be forgotten: by the Lord; he is ever 
mindful of it, and keeps it; which is done, when 
men join themfelves to the Lord, Jf lvi. 6. or 
making an agreement or covenant with one an- 
other, and the churches to which they join them- 
felves, to walk together in all the ways, ordinances, 
and commandments of the Lord ; which agreement 
or covenant ought to be perpetually obferved, and 
never forgotten. Kimchi owns, that this part of 
the verfe belongs to the days of the Meffiah, The 
Targum is, “ they fhall come and be added unto 
“* the people of the Lord, and he fhall make with 
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** them an everlafting covenant, which fhall not 
“eiceale,”” 

¥. 6. My people hath been loft fleep, &c.|). Or 
like loft fheep, without a fhepherd, going aftray’ 
from the fold, wandering from place to place,’ 
having none to take care of them, guide, and di- 
rect them, or to go in and out before them, and 
lead them into fuitable paftures; fo it was with 
the Fews in the Babylonifh captivity, and fo it is 
with them now, and yet the Lord’s people. fill in 
fome fenfe ; he has a defign of grace concerning 
them, a {tore of mercy for them, and thoughts of 
peace towards them, which will take place in due 
time; and fuch is the cafe of all God’s eleét. in.a 
{tate of nature, they are fheep, but loft fheep, and 
yet his people. Their fhepherds have caufed them to 
go afiray; from God and his worfhip, from the 
true religion ; fo their civil and ecclefiaftical go- 
vernors, their kings, princes, priefts, and prophets, 
were the caufes of leading them into errors, by 
their laws, doctrines, and examples ; fo Farchi and 
Kimchi interpret it of their kings ; but the Targum 
feems to underiftand it of other kings, that carried 
them captive, ‘* kings carried them away, rulers 
‘* {poiled them ;” fo their priefts and rabbins now 
caufe them to err from the true Meffiah, his go- 
fpel and ordinances, as their falfe Chrifts and falfe 
prophets have done in all ages fince the times of 
Chrift. .They have turned them away on the moun- 
tains; or, to them‘; where idols were worfhipped, 
as archi; this was their cafe before and at the 
Bacylonifh captivity, tho’ never fince: or, from the 
mountains; from the mountains of J/rae/, and the 


good paftures there; from the gofpel of Chrift, 


and the ordinances of it. They have gone from 
mountain to hill, from one religion to another, 
from duty to duty, feeking reft and happinefs there, 
in the law of Mo/es, and traditions of the elders; 
or from kingdom to kingdom, wandering about 
from place to place, as they do to this day. They 
have forgotten their refting-place ; either the land of 
Canaan, which was their reft, Deut. xii. g. or ra- 
ther God himfelf, the refting-place of his people,. 
Pf. cxvi. 7. or the Lord Jefus Chrift, in whofe 
perfon, blood, righteoufneis, facrifice, and fulnefs, 
is the true reft of his people; and which is for- 
gotten, when men reft in themfelves and their du- 
ties, and feek elfewhere than in Chrift for peace 
and comfort. : 

¥. 7. All that found them have devoured them, 
&c.] As loft and wandering theep are liable to be 
found, and to be devoured, by every beaft of 
prey, lions, wolves, and bears; fo the Jews were 
found by their neighbours, their enemies, and efpe- 
cially by the Chaldeans, having forfaken God, and 
being forfaken by him; and which is their cafe 
now, and are often found and feized upon by — 
their enemies, and made a prey of under one pre- 
tence or another: and their adverfaries faid, we of- 


fend not ; we are not guilty of any evil, in 


away their lives: or itripping them of their fub- 
ftance: ecaufe they have finned againft the Lord; 
and therefore are juftly punifhed in this way; an 
it is no ey than what the Lord drexened 
with, and foretold by his prophets fhould come 
upon them : this they bid wad that they feared 
the Lord, or had any regard to hi 


glory, but to excufe themfelyes, which would not 


do; for tho’ they finned againft the Lord, they 
had not finned againft them, and they had no t 
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right to deftroy them, and pluiider them of their 
fubftance ; and fo it is now, many think it no 
cfime to injure the Yews in their perfons and pro- 
perty; becaufe they have finned againft Chrift, and 
rejected him as the Meffiah, who is the haditation 
of jujice; the dwelling place of the faints, the city 
of refuge, and ftrong tower, whither the righteous 
run, and are fafe: even the Lord, the hope of their 
fathers; whom their ‘fathers hoped for and ex- 
pected, he being fpoken and prophefied of by all 
the prophets that were from the beginning of the 
world, and therefore called the hope of J/rae/, ch. 
xiv. 8. and xvii. 13. 
¥. 8. Remove out of the midft of Babylon, and go 
forth out of the land of the Chaldeans, &c.| This, in 
the literal fenfe, is a call to the ews in Babylon, 
and in other parts of Chaldea, to go out from 
thence, upon the proclamation of Cyrus; and efpe- 
cially to the chief of them, to animate the reft, 
and fet them an example; fuch as Zorobabel, Fo- 
jfoua, Ezra, and others : and, in the myftical fenfe, 
is a call to the people of God in Rome, and the 
antichriftian ftates, to come out from thence, a 
Jittle before the deftruction thereof, as in Rev. 
xviii. 4. which feems to refer to this paflage : 
and be as the be-goats before the flocks ; which walk 
- ftately and nimbly, chearfully and readily, with- 
out fear and dread, boldly and confidently, and 
encourage others to follow them. The Zargum 
is, ‘* as princes at the head of their people.” 
¥. 9. For lo, Iwill raife and caufe to come up 
againft Babylon, &c.] The work was of the Lord; 
it was he that would give a commiffion and a com- 
mand to the enemies of Babylon; that would in- 
cline them, and ftir them up, to come againit 
her; that would direct their motions, and guide 
them thither, fo that it would affuredly be; where- 
fore it behoves the people of God to make hafte 
out of it: an affembly of great nations from the north 
country; the Medes and Perfians, with their allies 
and auxiliaries, which came with them from the 
north; as alfo a collection of chriftian nations from 
the north of Europe, againft antichrift: and they 
frall fet themfelves in array againft ber, draw up 
their army in form of battel, or prepare and dif- 
- pofe their inftruments of war for the fiege of Ba- 
bylon: from thence fhall fhe be taken ; on the north 
fide, from which quarter the enemy fhould come ; 
or from the place where their army is drawn up in 
battel-array ; or fuddenly, and at once: fo Babylon 
was deftroyed by Cyrus; and the deftruction of 
Rome, or myftical Babylon, will be fudden, and at 
an unawares, Rev. xviii. 8! their arrows fhall be 
as of a mighty expert man; or that bereaves ® women 
of their hufbands, and parents of their children: 
the Medes and Perfians were famous -for archery, 
{trong to draw the bow, and fkilful to guide and 
direct the arrow. Strabo" fays of Media major, 
that it fometimes furnifhed out thirteen thoufand 
archers to the Elymeans or Perfians, againit the Su- 
fans and Babylonians. . None fhall return in vain; 
not one of the arrows but fhall do execution, kill 
aman: or it, or be, which or who, /hall not return 
in vain ; the aflembly.of nations, or any one of 
the archers or foldiers. ° 
y. 10. And Chaldea foall be a fpoil, &c.] The 
land of the Chaldeans, as the Targum, fhould be- 
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come a fpoil to the enemy, and be plundered of 
all its riches and treafures ; not only Babylon prin- 
cipally, but the whole country it was the metro- 
polis of : all that {poil her fhall be fatisfied, faith thé 
Lord, for tho’ fpoilers are generally infatiable, yet 
fo great fhould be the riches found in Babylon, and 
in Chaldea, that they fhould have enough, and de- 
fire no more; fee Rev. xvii. see , 

¥. 11. Becaufe ye were glad, becaufe ye rejoiced; 
O ye deftroyers of mine heritage, 8c.] ‘This is ad- 
drefied to the Chaldeans, who deftroyéd Ferufalem 
and the land of Yudea, once the heritage of the. 
Lord, when they rejoiced at the deftruétion of 
God’s people, and infulted them in their miferies; 
and which is the caufe and reafon affigned of their 
ruin; for tho’ they had a commiffion to deftroy, yet 
they exceeded that, and efpecially by exulting at 
the ruin of that people, which fhowed great inhu- 
manity. So the Papiffs will rejoice at the flaying 
of the witneffes, but will be repaid in their own 
coin, Rev. xi. 10. and xviii. 20. Becaufe ye are 
grown fat as the heifer at grafs, which feeds all the 
day, and fo grows fat. Some copies read, as the 
heifer that treads out * the corn ; which, according 
to the law, was not to be muzzled, and fo was 
continually feeding, and grew plump and fleek ; 
and fo thefe Chaldeans, having enriched themfelves 
with the fpoils of udec, and other nations, gave 
themfelves up to eafe and luxury ; and it was at 
one of their feftivals their city was taken, to which 
there may be fome allufion: and bellow as bulls ; 
or, neigh as horfes'; having got the victory; of 
which war-horfes are fenfible ; or it miay de- 
note their impetuous luft after women, whom 
they forced and ravifhed, when taken captives by 
them. 

X. 12. Your mother fhall be fore confounded, &c.] 
The monarchy of the Chaldeans, fo the Targum 
and Farchi, your congregation; or rather their 
metropolis, their mother-city, the city of Babylon ; 
which would be confounded when taken, none of 
her fons being able to defend her: the fame will 
be true of myftical Babylon, the mother of harlots, 
Rev. xvii. 5: jhe that bare you fhall be afbamed ; 
which is the fame as before, in different words : 
behold, the hindermoft of the nations fhall bé a wil- 
dernefs, a dry land, and a defert; or, as the Vulgate 
Latin verfion, fhe fhall be the laft among the nations; 
fhe that was the head of them, fignified by the 
head of gold in Nebuchadnezzar’s image, fhall now 
be ‘the tail of them, and become like a dry land 
and defert, without inhabitants, having neither men 
nor Cattel in it; fee ¥. 3. or as Farchi and Kimchi, 
their end, the latter end™ of the kingdom of Baby- 
lon or what fhould befal that people in their laft 
days, would be, that theit land fhould become a 
wildernefs, the inhabitants being flain, and none to 
till it; or Babylon is called the laft of the nations; 
becaufe her punifhment, in order of time, was laft, 
as Guffetins ® thinks ; fee ch. xxv. 26. Bh 

¥. 13. Becaufe of the wrath of the Lord, it foal 
not be inbabited, &c.| That is, Babylon, which the 
Targum exprefies, “ be¢aufe thou, Babylon, hatt 
‘«< provoked the Lord ;” by their idolatry, luxury, 
ill-ufage of his people, and prophanation of the 
veffels of the fanctuary ; therefore it fhould be de- 
ftroyed, and left without an inhabitant in it: but 
it 
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it fall be wholly defolate, as it now is. Paufanias 
fays °, in his time there was nothing but a wall 
remaining; and Ferom” fays, he had it from a bro- 
ther Elamite or Perfian, that Babylon was then a 
park or place for royal hunting, and. that beafts 
of évery kind were kept within its walls: of my- 
{tical Babylon, fee Rev. xvi. 19. and xviii. 2. 
Every one that goeth by Babylon fhall be aftonifoed, 
and bifs at all her plagues; any traveller that had 
{een it in its glory, would now be aftonifhed to fee 
the defolation of it; and by way of fcorn and de- 
rifion, hifs at the judgments of God upon it, and 
rejoice at them, and fhake the head, as the Zar- 

um. 
$ y. 14. Put yourfelves in array againft Babylon 
round about, &c.] This is directed to the Medes 
and Perfians, to difpofe of their army in proper 
places round about the city of Babylon, to befiege 
it; and to order their inftruments of war, fit for 
that purpofe, in a convenient manner ; fince they 
might be fure of victory, the Lord being wroth 
with it, and having fo feverely threatened its ruin: 
all ye that bend the bow, fhoot at her, {pare no ar- 
rows; the Elamites or Perfians, as before obferved, 
were well fkilled in archery ; and, as Xenophon 4 
reports, Cyrus had in his army, when he came to 
Babylon, a great number of archers and flingers, 
and the archers are called upon to draw the bow, 
who were expert at it, and not {pare their arrows, 
fince they would every one do execution, as in y. 
g. and the flingers to caf their ftones at her *, for 
fo it may be rendered; and thus it is interpreted 
by Farchi and by Kimchi, of cafting either arrows 
or ftones: for jhe bath finned againft the Lord ; 
which brought the wrath of God upon her; and 
chiefly the ill treatment of his people was the fin 
againft him he refented. 

y¥. 15. Shout againft her round about, &c.] As 
foldiers do when they make an affault upon a place, 
to encourage one another, and difmay the befieged ; 
juft as the J/raelites did, when they furrounded 7e- 
richo: foe hath given her hand; fubmitted to the 
conqueror, and fued for mercy. The Targum is, 
“¢ fhe is delivered into her hand ;” the hand of the 
Perfians, by two princes of Babylon, who went off 
to Cyrus, and fhewed him how to take the city ; 
or father it was delivered by Zopyrus into the hands 
of Darius: her foundations are fallen, ber walls are 
thrown down; not at the taking of it by Cyrus, 
but afterwards by Darius; for this refpects the 
eonclufien of its deftruction, which was progreffive 
and gradual: for tt is the vengeance of the Lord ; 
which he decreed, threatened, and took, and that 
on account of his people, who had been ill-treated 
here ; fo the Targum, “* for it is the vengeance of 
‘* the people of the Lord :”. and her enemies are 
called upon to take vengeance upon ber, as fhe bath 
done, do unto her; that is, to execute the Lord’s 
vengeance, of which the Perfians were the inftru- 
ments ; and who were,to go according to the law 
of retaliation, which is a juft one; to do to Baby- 
lou, as fhe had done to Ferufalem, and other places, 
fhe-had utterly deftroyed. Thefe words feem to 
be referred to, and much the fame are ufed of my- 
ftical Babylon, Rev. xviii. 6. 

¥. 16. Cut of the fower from Babylon, and him 
that bandleth the fickle in the time of harveft, &c.] 
Both fower and reaper: the walls of Babylon took 
in a large compafs of land, where there were corn- 
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fields; and which, as Curtizs * obferves, would yield, 
a fufficiency to hold out a fiege againft an enemy; 
but being taken, the hufbandman would not be 
fpared, as ufed to be, but fhould. be cut off, and 
fo none to till the ground, or to reap what was 
upon it; and thus, in courfe, would be defolate, 
as before threatened. The Targum underftands this 
in a figurative fenfe, ‘‘ deftroy the king out of 
“¢ Babylon, and take hold of the fword im the time 
‘* of flaughter ;” and Cocceius interprets the fower 
of any doctor or bifhep in mytftical Babylon, and 
the reaper of fuch that gather.the. fruits, and ex- 
act obedience; fee Rev. xviii. 14,22: for fear ofthe 
opprefing fword , of the Medes and Perfians : they 
fball turn every one to his people, and they foall flee 
every ofte to bis own land, not thofe of other na- 
tions, as the Fews, who were detained captives 
there, as Kimchi thinks ; for thefe were not in fuch 
fear of the Perfians, nor did they flee becaufe) of 
them ; but were let go by them, and fent into their 
own land honourably: but either fuch, who of other 


nations were come to traffick at Babylem ; or ra- 


ther the auxiliaries of other nations, who were ei- 
ther hired or forced into the fervice of Babylon ; 
thefe finding the city taken, would make. the beft 
of their way into their own country. Pia 

¥. 17. Jfraelis a {cattered fheep, &c.| Or like a 
fheep that is frighted, and drove from the fold, 
and is difperfed, and wanders about here and 
there; J/rael includes all the twelve tribes: the 
lions have driven him away, from his own land, 
and carried him captive, and fcattered him among 
the nations ; thefe lions are afterwards interpreted 
of the kings of Afpria and Babylon: fo the Targum, 
‘* kings have removed them ;” comparable to lions 
for their ftrength, fiercenefs, and voracioufnels : 
Jirft the king of Alpyria hath devoured him, eat up 
his flefh ; meaning Salmanefer king of Affria, who 
carried captive the ten tribes, that never returned, 
and therefore faid to be devoured: aud loft this 
Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon bath broken bis 
bones; or, boned bim*; took out his bones, all his 
ftrength and fubftance; or took the fiefh off of 
them, ftripped him of all his wealth and riches, 
reduced him to his bones, made a mere fkeleton 
of him: we, with Kimchi and Ben Mélech, and 
others read, broke his bones, to get the very marrow 
out, that nothing may be left of him: he took Fe- 
rujalem, burnt the temple, and carried captive the 
two tribes of Fudab and Benjamin, the ftrength of 
Trael ; fo, between the one and the other, all J- 
rael were like a fcattered fheep, difperfed among 
the nations. Nebachadrexzar was the then reign- 
ing king in Babylon, when this prophecy was de- 
livered, and therefore called this Nebuchadrezzar. 

¥. 18. Therefore thus faith the Lord.of hops, the 
God of Ifrael, &c.| Becaufe of this cruel treatment 
of his people, whofe God he was; and being the 
Lord of hofts, and. able to avenge himfelf on their 
enemies, he threatens, as follows: debold, I will 
punifo the king of Babylon and bis land; not Nebu- 
chadnezzar, but a fuccefior of his, Befhazzar, who 
was flain the night Babyloxz was taken: as J have 
punifoed the king of Afjyria; not Salmanefer, that 
carried the tribes captive ; but a fucceffor of hi 
Chynilidanus, the lat king of Afpria; whe 
killed when Niniveb was taken, the metre 
Affria, and which was done before this prophecy __ 
kings alge erase 
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defign the Turk and Pope, who will both be de- 


ftroyed at, or juft before, the converfion of the 


Fews, and their return to their own land ; which is 


_ prophefied of in the two following verfes. 


_ ¥. 19. And I will bring Ifrael again to bis habi- 
tation, &c.| Or fold", or place of pafturage ; for 
the metaphor of theep is ftill continued. » J/rae/ de- 
figns not the tribes of Yudab and Benjamin, and 
the Levites, and-a few of the other tribes mixed 
with them only, but all Z/rae/, together with Fu- 
dab, as appears from the ‘following verfe; and fo 
this prophecy had not its full accomplifhment at 
the ‘ews return from the Badylonifh captivity ; but 
refpects their future converfion, when all J/rae/ thall 
be faved, and they will return to their own land. 
Kimchi fays, this refers to time yet to come ; which 
he prefers to the other fenfe he mentions, of the 
return of the captivity of Babylon. And be fhall 
feed on Carmel and Bafoan, and bis foul foall be fa- 
tisfied upon mount Ephraim and Gilead, which, as 
they were all fruitful places, and had good paftu- 
rage, fo they belonged to the ten tribes ; which 
fhows that it refpects the return of them, and the 
fulnefs of bleffings, both temporal and. {piritual, 
they fhall then enjoy. . 

y¥. 20. In thofe days, and that time, faith the 
Lord, &c.} When myftical Badylon fhall be de- 
ftroyed, and the Yews will be converted and brought 
into their landy and be in poffeffion of every tem- 
poral and fpiritual mercy; it will then moft clearly 
appear, that they are the favourites of heaven, and 
all their fins are forgiven them, as follows: the 
iniquity of Ifrael foall be fought for, and there foall be 
none, and the fins of Fudah, and they foall not be 
found, not that they will be wholly free from fin , 
or there will be none inthem; or none committed 
by them; or that their fins are no fins; ‘or that God 
has no fight or knowledge of them; but that they 
will not be found upon them, fo as to be charged 
on them in a judicial way; having been removed 
from them to Chrift, and fatisfaction made for them 
by him; who has finifhed them, and made an end 
of them, fo as that no condemnation or punith- 
ment can be inflicted on them for them; where- 
fore, fhould they be fought for by fatan, or by the 
law and juitice of God, they will never be found, 


- fo as to be brought againft them to their condem- 


nation. The reafon is, for I will pardon them 
whom I referve; the remnant, according to the 
ele€tion of grace, whom God has chofen in Chrift, 
preferved in him, and referved for himfelf, for his 
own glory, and for eternal happinefs ; thefe are 
pardoned freely for Chrift’s fake; and being par- 
doned, no fin is imputed to them; all is removed 
from them, as far as the eaft is from the weft; 
covered out of the fight of God; hid from: the eye 
of avenging juftice; blotted out as a debt-book, 
which is not legible, or as a cloud which is no 
moore ; caft by the Lord behind his back, and into 
the depths of the fea, and entirely forgotten; never 
remembered or feen more, but buried in everlaft- 
ing oblivion and obfcurity; fee Rom, xi. 26, 27. 
Numb. xxiii. 21. 

¥. 21. Go up againft the land of Merathaim, 8&c.] 
Thought to be the country of the Mardi, which 
lay part of it in Afyria, and part of it in Armenia, 
-exprefied in the dual number, becaufe one part of 
it lay on one fide the Tigris, and the other on the 
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other fide. Cyrus, with his army of Medes and 
Perfians, is here called upon; who, according to 
Herodotus, pafled thro’, Ajria to Bebylon: and fo 
it may be agreeably rendered, go dy the land of Me- 
rathaim, or the country of the Mardi. Many in- 
terpreters take it for .an appellative, and not the 
proper name of a country. The Vulgate Latin ver- 
fion renders it, the land of rulers ; and the Targum, 
** the land of the rebellious people ;” and fo Kin:- 
chi”: and to the fame fenfe Yarchi, the land “ that 
‘* hath exafperated me, and prévoked me to an- 
*¢ ger ;” meaning the land of the Chaldeans, which 
had ruled over others, rebelled again{t the Lord, 
and provoked him to wrath againft it. The word 
being in the dual number, may in the myftical 
fenfe, refpeét the two antichrifts, the eaftern and 
weftern, that have ruled over the nations, and rebel- 
led againft God, and provoked him; the Turks and 
Papifts, thofe two rebels, the beaft and falfe prophet, 
Rev. xix. 20. againft whom the chriftian princes 
will be bid to goup. Even againft it, and againft 
the inhabitants of Pekod, the name of a place in 
Afyria ; fee Ezek. xxiii. 23, by which alfo Cyrus 
might go up to Babylon, fo Farchi; and the Tar- 
gum takes it to be the name of a place: but Kim- 
chi and others take it to be an appellative; and 
fo it may be rendered, the inhabitants of vifitation*; 
becaufe the time was come to vifit and punith them 
for their fins ;\and may particularly defign the in- 
habitants of Babylon, the city to be vifited for its 
iniquities ; and efpecially myftical Babylon, which 
fhall come up in remembrance before God, Rev. 
xvi. 19. Wafte and utterly deftroy after them, faith 
the Lord; either after the deftruction of the places 
before-mentioned ; or purfue after thofe that flee, . 
and make their efcape from thence, and deftroy 
them; or rather their pofterity, the remnant of 
them, as the Zargum: and do according to all that 
I have commanded thee, either Gyrus, according to 
all the Lord commanded him by the prophet Jaieb, 
as Farchi; or the feven angels, that are to pour the 
vials of wrath on antichrift, the kings of the earth, 
who are to fulfil the will of God upon the man of 
fin, Rev. xvi. 1. and xvii. 16. 

¥. 22. A found of battel is in the land, &c.] In 
the land of the Chaldeans, as it is expreffed in the - 
Septuagint and Arabic verfions ; the noife of war- 
ricrs, the clafhing of arms, and found of trum- 
pets, both of the enemy-entered into the land, and 
of the Chaldeans arming themfelves in their own 
defence: and of great deftruction;, in the fame land; 
or in Babylon, as Abarbinel fupplies it ; this is the 
confequent of the former. 

¥. 23. How is the hammer of the whole earth cut 
afunder and broken? &c.|} The Targum is, ** how 
** is the king cut down and broken that moved 
«¢ the whole earth ?” The king of Babylon, or the 
kingdom of Babylon, which was like an hammer 
for its hardnefs and ftrength; and being an in- 
ftrument, in the hand of God, of beating to pieces 
and deftroying the kingdoms and nations around 
it; but is now deftroyed itfelf. Thefe are the 
words either of the prophet, or rather of the peo- 
ple of other nations, wondering how this deftruc- 
tion came about, and rejoicing at it. How is Ba- 
bylon become a defolation among the nations ? this ex~- 


plains who and. what is meant by the hammer of 


the earth, and by its being cut afunder and broken, 
even 
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even the utter deftruction of the city and kingdom 
of Babylon. , 

y. 24. Ihave laid a fnare for thee, and thou art 
alfo taken, O Babylon, &c.] Referring to the ftra- 
tagem that Cyrus ufed, in draining the river Eu- 
pbrates, and marching his army up thro’ it into 
the midft of the city of Babylon, and took it by 
furprize, whilft the inhabitants at night were feaft- 
ing and revelling; this is faid to be a fnare laid by 
the Lord, becaufe it was according to the counfel 
of his will, and thro’ his directing and over-ruling 
providence : and thou waft not aware ; of what the 
enemy had done, of his march into the city, and 
taking of it; for, as Herodotus and Ariftotle report, 
one part of the city was feized and taken, before 
the other knew any thing of it: thou art found, 
and alfo caught ; as wild beafts in a net, or birds 
in a fnare. The Targum is, * thy fins are fought, 
<< and are found, and alfo thou art taken:” de- 
caufe thou baft firiven again? the Lord; as perfons 
litigate a point with each other in courts of judi- 
cature, or as warriors ftrive againft each other in 
battel ; fhe finned againft the Lord, and offended 
him, not only by her idolatry and luxury, but by 
her oppreffion of his people, and prophaning the 
vefiels of his houfe; as Bel/hazzar did, the night 
Babylon was taken. The Targum is, ‘* for with 
“* the people of the Lord thou haft ftrove.” 

y. 25. The Lord bath opened his armoury, &c.| 
Alluding to the manner of kings, who have fome 
particular edifice built for an armoury; fee Cant. 
iv. 4. wherein are provided and laid up all forts 
of armour, fmall and great; which are fetched 
out from thence, in time of need. This armoury 
is to be underftood of Media and Perfia, and other 
parts, from whence a mighty army, well accou- 
tred, was brought by the powerful providence of 
God; and indeed, the whole world is his armoury, 
from whence he can raife up inftruments to do his 
will at pleafure ; or, bis treafury’; fo the Targum, 
and fome think this is faid with reference to the 
treafure of the Lord’s houfe the king of Babylon 
had feized upon, and now by way of retaliation 
the Lord would open his treafury to his ruin: and 
hath brought forth the weapons of bis indignation , 
as a king, when he goes to war, opens his ar- 
moury, and takes out armour of every kind, both 
offenfive and defenfive, fwords, {pears, fhields, &c, 
fo the Lord would now bring the Medes and Per- 
fians, well armed, to be the inftruments of his 
wrath and vengeance on Babylon: or, the veffels 
of his indignation* ; having fome view to the vef- 
fels of the fanctuary, as fome think, the king of 
Babylon had taken away and prophaned ; thefe may 
well be applied to the vials of wrath poured out 
on the antichriftian, ftates by the angels, called 
forth out of the temple, Rev. xv. 1, 8. and xvi. 
1: for this is the work of the Lord God of hofts in 
the land of the Chaldeans, which he decreed and 
ordered to be done; and which, without his power 
and providence, could never have been done : 
compare with this Rev. xviii. 8. 

¥. 26. Come againft her from the utmoft border, 
&¢.] Or, from the end*; from the end of the 
earth 5 from the Perfian gulf, and the Ca/pian fea, 
on which the Perfians and Medes bordered; from 


fians, who are here called unto, brought others 
along with them in their army from places ftill — 
more remote ; for this is not to be underftood with 
the Targum, of entring into Babylon on one fide ; 
or with Farchi, of beginning at one end of the 
city, that it might not be known,’ and be taken 
fuddenly : open her ftoreboufes ; where her gold, 
filver, jewels, and other precious things lay: or, 
her barns or granaries °, as the Targum and Kimchi; 
where the fruits and increafe of the earth were laid 
up; and may figuratively defign her cities and for- 
tified places full of inhabitants, as well as of riches 
and ftores of all kinds: caf her up as heaps; as 
heaps of rubbifh to make a caufe-way of, and then 
tread upon them to make it fmooth: or, as heaps, 
or /heaves * of corn; tread upon them as oxen do, 
and thereby threfh them out ; fo Yerchi interprets 
it, ‘* threfh her as grains of wheat ;” and to’ this 
fenfe the Targum reters, ** confume her fubftance 
“¢ as they confume heaps of wheat ;”* fee Rev. xviii. 
12, 13,14: and deftroy her utterly: let nothing of 
her be left, of the city of Babylon, its inhabitants, 
wealth and riches ; fo complete fhould the deftrues 
tion be, Rev. xviii. 8, 21,22, 23. 21019 

¥.27. Slay all her bullocks, 8c.) Or, all ber® 
mighty ones, as the Targum and Vulgate Latin vers 
fion; her princes and great men, as Yarebi, Kim* 
chi and Abarbinel,; compared to bullocks for their 
{trength, fatnefs and fiercenefs ; fee P/ xxii. 12, 13s 
this may well be applied to the flaughter of 
kings, captains and mighty men at the battel of 
Armageddon, Rev. xix. 18: let them go down to the 
Slaughter ; to the place of flaughter, as oxen do 
infenfible, and whether they will or no: wo unto 
them; for their day is come, the time of their vifita- 
tion; the time of their deftruction, of vifiting or ~ 
punifhing them for their fins, appointed’ by the’ 
Lord, which they could not pafs; and fo was a 
woful and dreadful time to them. 

y. 28. The voice of them that flee and efcape out 
of the land of Babylon, &c.| ‘The Fews that were 
captives in Babylon, upon the taking of it, took 
that opportunity to flee out of it, and make their 
efcape to their own land, which fome of them- 
might do before the proclamation of Gyrus; whofe 
voice declaring to their brethren in Fudea what 
God had done to Babylon, and rejoicing at it, was 
as if it was heard by the prophet in vifion, or un- 
der a fpirit of prophecy ; this alfo is true of them, 
who will be called out of myftical Babylon, and 
efcape from thence, juft before its deftruétion, Rev. 
xviil. 4: 40 declare in Zion the vengeance of thé Lord 
our God, the vengeance of his temple, the vengeance 
which God took on the Chaldeans for their ill-ufage 
of his people, and for plundering and burning his 
temple; this the Yews, when they came to their 
own land, declared to their brethren there with joy 
and pleafure ; and a like joy will be exprefled when 
God fhall avenge his people on antichrift, for his 
blafphemy againft him, his name, his tabernacle, — 
and them that dwell in it, Rev. xiii. 6. and xviii. 
20. and xix. 1, 2. ‘ 

y¥.29. Call together the archers againft Babylo 
&c.] The Medes and Perfians, who were well 
{killed in archery, efpecially the Elamites, fee 
xxii. 6. hence Horace ‘ makes mention of Medi 
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under his,command fixty thoufand men that wore , fre iz his cities, and it fall devour all round about 


targets, and were archers; fee the note on yk 9. 
Some render it, many, as the Targum; and the 
fenfe is, either gather many together againft Ba- 
bylon, a large army; or caufe many to hear the 
vengeance again{t Babylon, publith this good news ; 
fo the word ufed by the Targum fignifies ; and this 
will be done by gofpel-preachers, with refpect to 
myftical Babylon, Rev. xiv..6, 8: all ye that bend 
the bow camp againft it wound about, let none thereof 
e/cape ; furround it, on, every fide ; befiege it fo 
clofely that none may be able to efcape : recompence 
her according to her werk: according to all that fhe 
hath done, do unto ber; which is the law of reta- 
liation; fee the note on ¥.15. and with it com- 
pare Rev. xvill. 6: for fhe hath been proud againft 
the Lord, againft the holy one of Ifrael, behaved 
haughtily and contemptuoufly towards the -Lord 
and his people; burning the city and temple of 
Ferujalem ; profaning the veflels of it, and. ill- 
treating the captive Jews; fo the Targum, “ be- 
“* caule fhe hath fpoken ill againft the people of 
** the Lord, faying words which were not right 
“* before the holy one of J/rael ;” which may fitly 
be applied to antichrift the man of fin, fitting. in 
the temple of God, fhewing himfelf as God ; open- 
ing his mouth in. blafphemy againft him and his 
faints, 2 Theff. ii..4. Rev. xiii. 5, 6. 
y¥..30. Therefore. foall ber young men fall in the 
fireets, 8cc.| Or furely ‘; it is the form of an oath, 
according to Farchi. Cyrus when he took Badylon, 
ordered proclamation to be made that the inhabi- 
tants fhould keep within doors; and that whoever 
were found in the ftreets fhould be put to death °, 
as doubtlefs many were: and all ber men of war 
foall be cut off in that day, faith the Lord, as Bel- 
_feazzar and his guards were"; fee Dan. v. 30. 
compare with this Kev. xix. 18. 
¥. 31. Bebold, I am againft thee, O thou moft 

proud, faith the Lord God of hofts, &c.] Or, O 
pride, O man of pride !; intolerably proud, fuper- 
latively fo, as the kings of Babylon were, as Nebu- 
chadnezzar, and Belazzar \ikewife, the prefent 
king; fo the Yargum interprets it of a king, ‘‘ be- 
*¢ hold, I fend my fury againft thee, O wicked 
«< king ;” and is applicable enough to the man of 
fin, that monfter of pride, that exalts himfelf above 
all that is called God, or is worfhipped, 2 Theff ii. 4. 
and therefore it is no wonder that the Lord is againft 
him, who refifts all that are proud ; and wo to him 
and them that he is againft: for the day is come, 
the time that I will vifit thee; in a way of vindic- 
tive wrath and juftice, for pride and other fins; 
ee. e727, 
¥. 32. And the moft proud fhall fumble and fall, 
&c.] Or pride, as before ; the man of pride, who 
is fo proud that he may be called pride itfelf. The 
Targum, .as before, interprets it a wicked king; 
and Abarbinel underftands it, of Belhazzar particu- 
larly, who was flain the night that Babylon was 
taken. It may be underftood of the whole king- 
dom and monarchy of Babylon, which was a fuperb 
ftate ;. but all its grandeur and glory were brought 
down and laid in the duft at once, as myftical Ba- 
dylon will, when it will be faid, Babylon the great, 
the proud and the haughty, is fallen, Rev. xviii. 2: 
and none foall raife bim up; the kingdom of Baby- 
Jon fhall not be reftored again, nor the king of it 
have any fucceffor, nor the city be rebuilt; com- 
pare with this Rev. xviii. 21: and I will kindle @ 
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him, in Babylon, the metropolis of the kingdom, 
and in all others round about it: it denotes the _ 
utter deftruétion of the whole monarchy, It may 
be applied to the burning of Rome with fire, and 
the ruin of its whole jurifdiction; for when that is 
deftroyed, the cities of the nations all around thall 
fall, which belong unto it; fee Rev. xviii. 8. and 
XVi. 19. . 

¥.33. Thus faith the Lord of hofts, &c.| Thisisa 
preface to another prophecy, detached from the for- 
mer, refpecting the redemption of the Lord’s people 
by the Meffiah ; and is ufed to excite the attention to 
it, as well as to affure the truth of it: the children 
of I/rael, and the children of ‘Judah were oppreffed 
together ; which can’t be well underftood of the ten 
tribes of J/rael, and of the two tribes of Fudab and 
Benjamin, or the whole body of the Fews/h people ; 
fince thefe. were not oppreffed at one and the fame 
time, nor by one and the fame monarch or mo- 
narchy. The children of J/rael, or the ten tribes, 
were carried captive by Salmanefer the Afyrian mo- 
narch ; and the children of ‘fudah by Nebuchad- 
nezzar the Babylonian monarch, a hundred and fifty 
years after; to fay that fome of the ten tribes were 
mixed with the children of Fudab, at the time when 
carried captive into Babylon, and fo opprefied to- 
gether with them, can hardly be thought to anfwer 
the import of the phrafe, the children of Ifrael; 
which feems to defign the body of that people. 
It is better therefore to underftand it of the whole 
myttical J/rael of God, as in their nature-ftate op- 
preffed by fin and fatan, being under their domi- 
nion; or as labouring under the oppreffions and 
perfecutions of antichrift; or elfe of the Fewifh 
people in their prefent captivity, who will be re- 
deemed from it, and converted, and all J/rael thall 
be faved: and all that took them captives, held them 
faft; they refufed to let them go; as the Afyrians 
and Chaldeans took and held faft literal J/rae/ and 
Fudab ; fo the elect of God, the //rael he has chofen 
for himfelf, are taken captive by fin and fatan, and 
are held by them, till they are {natched from them 
by powerful and efficacious grace; and as many 
of God’s J/rae/ are taken and held captive under 
the antichriftian yoke; and as the Fews to this day 
are in a ftate of exile and captivity, from which 
they cannot. free themfelves. 

¥. 34. Their redeemer is ftrong, the Lord of hos 
is his name, &c.] And feeing his name is the 
Lord of hofts or armies, and has all the armies of 
heaven and earth at his command; and efpecially 
fince he is Jehovah, the everlafting and unchange- 
able I AM; he muft be ftrong and mighty, yea 
the almighty, and fo able to redeem his //rae/, as" 
the Meffiah was, who is here intended; from fin, 
fatan and the world; from the law, its curfe and 
condemnation; from death, and hell, and wrath 
to come; as well as to deliver his people from the 
Romifh yoke, and to avenge them on all their ene- 
mies: he fhall thoroughly plead their caufe, with God 
and man; he that is the redeemer of men, is their 
advocate with the Father ; with whom he pleads 
on their behalf his blood, righteoufnefs and {facri- 
fice, for all bleffings of grace and glory; and to 
all charges of law and juftice, and their own hearts, 
and the condemnings of them ; and he pleads their 
caufe with men, and rights their wrongs, and 


‘avenges the injuries done them by antichrift and 


others, Rev. xix. 2: that he may give reft to the 
land; 
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land not to the land of Fudea only, but to the 
whole world; which will be at reft and in peace 
upon the deftruction of myftical Babylon, and the 
converfion of the ews, and their return to their 
own land; as well as the Meffiah will give {pi- 
ritual reft to all the redeemed ones here, and eternal 
reft, which remains for the people of God here- 
‘after : ond difguiet the inbabitants of Babylon, by 
the deftruction of it and them; and rendring tri- 
bulation to them that trouble his people; and by 


punifhing antichrift with the vials of his wrath, | 


and with everlafting damnation, the fmoke of whofe 
torment fhall afcend for ever and ever, 2 Theff i. 
6, 7,9. Rev. xiv. 11. ahd xvi. 9, 10, 11, 21. 

¥. 35. A fword is upon the Chaldeans, faith the 
Lord, &c.] Or, foail be *; or, O fword, be thou 
on the Chaldeans’; that is, the fword of the Medes 
and Perfians; thofe that kill with the fword, as 
the Targum; in the myftic fenfe, the chriftian 
princes that fhall draw the fword againft the anti- 
chriftian {tates : and upon the inbabitants of Babylon, 
the metropolis of Chaldea; the common people in 
it, as diftinguifhed from thofe of high rank and 
degree following : and upon her princes ; Belfhazzar 
and his nobles, who-were flain the night Badylon 
was taken: and upon her wifemen; prime-minitters, 
politicians and counfellors of ftate; neither high 
bitth nor great wifdom can fecure from the fword 
of the enemy, when it has a commiffion from God, 
as it had here. 

¥. 36. A fword is upon the lars, &c.| Some 
render it, dars™, as the word fometimes ficnifies ; 
‘and interpret it of great men, who are the ftrength 
and fecurity of cities and commonwealths; but 
thefe are mentioned both before and after. ‘The 
Targum renders it, diviners; and fo Farchi and 
Kimchi interpret it"; of which there were many 
among the Chaldeans, who were a lying fett of men, 
who impofed upon, and deceived the people ;. thefe 
with their divinations and foothfayings could not 
fave the land, nor themfelves, from the devouring 


fword; nay, their forceries: and divinations were. 


the caufe of the ruin of it; fee I/ xlvii. 9, 12, 13. 
Rev. xviii. 23: and they fhall dote; or, that they 
may become foolifh°; be infatuated, and act a mad 
part, and be at.their wits end ; not knowing what 
courfe to take for their own fafety, and much lefs 
be able to give direction and advice to others: a 
fword is upon her mighty men, and they hall be dif- 
mayed ; the foldiers and their officers, the moft va- 
liant and courageous of them ; thefe would be in 
the utmoft fright and confternation at the approach 
of the enemy ; efpecially when they perceived the 
_ city taken, and the carnage made of the king and 
his nobles. | 
¥. 37. A fword is upon their horfes, and upon their 
chariots, &c.| Upon the horfemen, and thofe that 
rode in chariots; upon the whole cavalry, which 
fhould fall into the enemies hands, and be cut to 
pieces; fee Rev. xix. 18: and upon all the mingled 
people, that are in the midft of ber; thofe of other 
nations that fojourned in Babylon, or came thither 
for merchandife; the word having, as Kimchi ob- 
“ferves, fuch a fignification ; or rather her auxilia- 
nies, troops confifting of other people that were 
her allies, or in her’pay and fervice: and they fhall 
become as women’; timorous, faint-hearted, quite 
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| difpirited, unable to a&t, or defend themfelves: @ 


fword is upon her treafures, and they foall be robbed ; 
or they that flay with the fword, as the Targum. 
the foldiers, fhall feize upon her treafures, and 
plunder them: thus fhould fhe be exhaufted of ~ 
men and money, and become utterly defolate. 
¥. 38. A drought is upon ber waters, and they 
foall be dried up, &c.] Either on the watets of the 
land of Chaldea in general, from whence thot 
follow barrennefs, and fo a want of the neceffaries 
of life; hence Kimchi interprets it, of a confump- 
tion of righes, and all good things; or on the wa- 
ters of Babylon, the river Euphrates, which ran thro? 
it; the channel of which was diverted ‘by Cyrus, 
and drained and’made fo dry, that he marched his 
army up it into the city. Some fay Babylon was 
taken three times by this ftratagem of turning the 
river Euphrates another way ; firlt by Semiramis ; 
and after Cyrus by Alexander: this may well be 
applied to the drying up of the river Bapbrates, 
upon the pouring out of the fixth vial, and to the 
deftruétion of the antichriftian ftates, fignified by 
the many waters on which the great whore of Ba- 
bylon-or Rome fitteth, Rev. xvi. 12. and xvii, 1, 15: 
for it is the land of graven images; much given to 
idolatry; had idols of gold, filver, brafs, iron, 
wood and ftone, Dan. v. 2. Rev. ix. 20: and th 
are mad upon their idols; greatly affected, and much 
devoted to them:; fuperftitionfly mad upon them : 
or, they gloried in them, as the Targum, Vulgate 
Latin verfion, and others ?; they praifed and ex- 
tolled them as true deities ; as Bel/fhazzar and his 
nobles did the very night Babylon was taken, Daz. 
v. 4. and this their idolatry was one caufe of their 
ruin. The word * for idols fignifies terrors, or’ter- 
rible things ; becaufe their worfhippers ftood in 
fear'of them, as Kimchi obferves. ‘ 
¥. 39. Therefore the wild beafts of the defert, with 
the wild beafts of the iflands fhall dwell there, &c.} 
Of thefe creatures fee the note on J/ xiii. 21, 22: 
and the owls foall dwell therein, fo myftical Babylon . 
when fallen fhall become the habitation of devils, 
the hold of every foul fpirit, and a cage of every 
unclean and hateful bird, Rev. xviii. 2: and it fhall 
be no more inhabited for ever: neither fhall it be dwelt 
in from generation to generation; interpreters obferve, 
that this was gradually accomplifhed: it was taken 
by Cyrus, and made tributary to the Perfians; the 
feat of the empire was removed from it; its walls 
were demolifhed by Darius; it was drained both 
of its inhabitants and its riches thro’ Seleucus Ni- 
cator building the city Seleucia * near it. In Adrian’s 
time there was nothing but an old wall left; and 
in Ferom’s time it was a park for the king of Perfia 
to hunt in; fee the note on ¥. 13, and on J. 
Xiii. 20. 
y.40. As God overthrew Sodom and Gemorrab, 
and the neighbour cities thereof, faith the Lord, &c.] 
Admah and Zeboim: fo fhall no man abide there, 
neither fhall any fon of man dwell therein, the fame 
is faid concerning Edom, ch. xlix. 18. fee the nor 
there. oes —— 
y. 41. Bebold, a people fhall come from the nort: 
and a great nation, &c.| The Medes and Perfian 
whofe country lay north of Babylon; fee 1 
on ¥..9: and many kings fhall be raifed up j 
coafts of the earth; the kings of Ararat, 
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Ch. I. ¥. 42—46. 


and Afbchenaz, ch. li. 27. and of the Armenians 
and other nations that Cyrus had fubdued and 
brought with him in his army againft Badylon, as 
Xenophon * relates. ‘Ten kings fhall be raifed up 
again{t myftical Babylon, and hate her, and burn 
her with fire, Rev. xvii. 12, 16. 

¥. 42. Lhey fhall bold the bow and the lance, &c.] 
Or /pear. Vhe Yargum interprets it, shields; as 
many in Cyrus’s army had‘; the one an offenfive, 
the other a defenfive weapon ; or if bow and lance, 
the one is ufed at a diftance, the other when. near. 
The Medes and Perfians were well fkilled in hand- 
ling the bow, as once and again obferved: this 
very properly defcribes the armour of the Per/aus ; 
which were, as Heredotus * fays, large bows, and 
fhort, {pears ; and Xenophon ’ obferves, that befides 
bows and arrows, they had two javelins or lances, 
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birth, when her pains come upon her, «and there’s 
no avoiding them; tho’ when thofe who were with 
Gobrias and Gadates rufhed in upon him, they found 
him ftanding up with his {word drawn *, but un- 
able to defend himfelf againft fuch a poffé as came 
in upon him, ; uy! . 

¥. 44. Bebold, he foall come up like a lon; from 
the fwelling of Fordan, 8cc.| . What is faid of Ne- 
buchadnexzar. coming up againft Edom, is here faid 
of Cyrus coming up again{t Babylon, for of a king 
it is to be underftood,; .as the Targum, .“¢ behold, 
** aking with his army fhall come up againft them, 
** as a lion from the height of Fordan ;” fee ch: 
xlix. 19. unto the habitation, of the strong, to Ba- 
bylon ; where dwelt the king, his nobles, ,and. his 
mighty men: dut I will make them fuddenly. run 
away from her, as they did from,her king Be/- 


one of which they caft, and the other they held | fAazzar, when Gobrias.and Gadates entered: the royal 


and ufed in their hands, as they found neceflary ; 
and fo Cyrus *, in a fpeech,of his fays, that. they 
had breaft-plates to cover their bodies, and lances 
or javelins which they could ufe by throwing or 
holding, as they pleafed: they are cruel, and, will 
not foew mercy; not even to infants, but dafh them 
again{t the ftones, P/. cxxxvii. 8, 9. fee J/. xiii, 17, 
18, and the notes there ; hence orribilis Medus, in 
Horace’: their voice foall roar like the fea, when 
there is a tempeft gn it. This does not defign the 
fhout of the foldiers, when beginning the onfet in 
battel, or making an attack upon a city befieged ; 
but the noife of their march, their foot, and horfe, 
and chariots, and the clafhing of their army ;_ all 
which, by reafon of their numbers, would be very 
clamorous and terrible: and they fhall ride upon 
horfes ; the Perfians had a large cavalry, their coun- 
try abounding in horfes: every one put in array 
like a man to the battel, againft thee, O daughter of 
Babylon , furnifhed with armour, and put in a pro- 
per difpofition, all in rank and file, well accoutred, 
and full of fpirit, prepared to engage in battel, 
with you, O ye inhabitants of Babylon. 

y. 43. The king of Babylon hath heard the report 
of them, &c.| Belhazzar, as Kimchi, he had the 
report brought him of the invafion of his land by 
them; of their approach to Babylon, and defign 
upon it; and of their number, character and force : 
and his hands waxed feeble, as they did when he 
faw the hand-writing upon the wall, Daz. v. 6: 
anguifh took bold of him, and pangs as of a woman 
in travail; a fudden pannic feized him, and he 
was quite difpirited at once, as a woman in child- 


CHA 


HIE former part of this chapter is a con- 

tinuation of the prophecy of the preceding 
chapter, concerning the deftruction of Babylon, 
y. 1—s58. the latter part of it-contains a prophecy 
of ‘¥eremiah fent to the captives in Babylon, by the 
hand of Seraiah, with the copy of the above pro- 
phecy again{t Babylon, and an order to faften a 
itone to it, and caft it into the river Euphrates, as 
a fign, confirming the utter and irreparable ruin of 
Babylon, ¥. 59—64. 


yt. a. Thus faith the Lord, behold, I will raife up 
againft Babylon, &c.] This is not a new pro- 


palace, and feized upon him.*; azd who is a chofen 
man, that I may appoint over her ? or,.a young man”? 
fuch an one Cyrus was, who, by divine appointment, 
became mafter and governor of Babylon: and whe 
will appoint me the time ? to enter the lifts with me, 
and litigate the point with me in a court of judi- 
cature, or contend with me in battel: and who is 
that fhepherd that will ftand before me? or king ? 
not bel/hazzar, he could not ftand before the Lord : 
fo the Targum, ‘¢ there is no king that hath ftrength 
“¢ before me ;” that is, to withftand him, or hin- 
der what he has appointed and ordered to be done ; 
fee the note on ch. xlix. 19. 

¥.45. Therefore hear ye the counfel of the Lord 
that he hath.taken againft Babylon, &c.| ..The fame 
is faid in ch. xlix. 20. only inftead of Edom, Ba- 
bylon is here put, and in the next claufe: and his 
purpofes that he hath purpofed againft the land of the 
Chaldeans ; inftead of the inhabitants of Zeman, the 
land of the Chaldeans: furely the leaft. of the flock 
foall draw them out; the weakeft and moft feeble 
in the army of Cyrus fhould be an over-match for 
any in Babylon, and fhould draw them -out, and 
devour them, as dogs and wolves the fheep out of 
the flock: furely he fhall make their habitation defo- 
late with them; fee the note on ch. xlix. 20. 

¥. 46. At the noife of the taking of Babylon the 
earth is moved, &c.| It being fo fudden and un- 
expected, and fo very aftonifhing: and the cry is 
heard among the nations; that Babylon is fallen; 
which, as applied to myftical Babylon, will be mat- 
ter of joy to fome, and of lamentation to others 5 
fee Rev. xiv. 8. and xviii. 2, g—19. 


Prebk 


phecy, but a continuation of the former, and an 
enlargement of it. The Babylonians being the laft 
and moft notorious enemies of the ews, their de- 
ftruction is the longer dwelt upon; and as they 
were againft the Lord’s people, the Lord was a- 
gainft them, and threatens to raife up inftruments 
of his vengeance againft them: and againft them 
that dwell in the midjt of them that rife up againft 
me; that dwell in Babylon, the metropolis of the 
Chaldeans, the feat and center of the enemies of 
God and his people. It is a periphrafis of the 
Chaldeans ; and fo the Targum renders it, ** againft 


-* the inhabitants of the land of the Chaldeans ;” 


and 
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and fe the Septuagint verfion, againft the Chal- 
deans; and Farchi and Kimchi obferve, that accord- 
ing to Athbafh, a rule of interpretation with the 
Fews, the letters in Leb Kame, rendered the midft 
of them that rife up againft me, anfwer to Cafbdim, 
or the Chaldeans; however, they are no doubt de- 
figned ; for they rofe up againft God, by fetting 
up idols of their own; and againft his people, by 
taking and carrying them captive: and now the 
Lord fays he would raife up againft them, a de- 
ftroying wind; a northern one, the army of the 
Medes and Perfians, which fhould fweep away all 
before it. The Targum is, ‘ people that are flay- 
** ers; whofe hearts are lifted up, and are beauti- 
*¢ ful in ftature, and their fpirit deftroying.” 

y¥. 2. And I will fend unto Babylon fanners, that 
frall fan ber, and foall empty her land, &c.| Or, 
fivangers that fhall fan her*; meaning the Medes 
and Perfians, who fhould be like a ftrong wind 
upon the mountains, where corn having been 
threfhed, was fanned, and the chaff carried away 
by the wind; and fuch would the Chaldeans be in 
the hand of the Perfians, {cattered and difperfed 
among the nations as chaff with the wind, and 
their cities be emptied ef inhabitants, and of their 
wealth and riches. ‘The Zargum is, ‘* I will fend 
** againft Babylon fpoilers, that fhall fpoil and ex- 
s¢ hauft the land :” for in the day of trouble, they 
foall be againft ber round about ; in the time of the 
fiege they fhall furround her on all fides, fo that 
none might efcape; as Babylon had been a fanner 
of the Lord’s people, now fhe fhould be fanned 
herfelf, and {tripped of all fhe had; fee chap. 


XV. 75 

ae Againft him that bendeth, let the archer bend 
his bow, &c.} ‘Thefe are either the words of the 
Lord to the Medes and Perfians, to the ‘archers 
among them, to bend their: bows, and level their 
arrows againft the Chaldeans, who had bent their 
bows, and fhot their arrows againft others; or of 
the Medes and Perfians ftirring up one another to 
draw their bows, and fight manfully againft the 
enemy : aud againft him that lifteth up bimfelf in 
his brigandine ; or coat of mail; that fwaggers 
about in it, proud of it, and putting his confidence 
in it, as if out of all danger. The fenfe is, that 
they fhould direct their arrows both againft thofe 
that were more lightly or more heavily armed ; 
fince by them they might do execution among the 
one and the other: and fpare ye not her young men, 
becaufe of their youth, beauty and ftrength: de- 
Stroy ye utterly all her hoft, her whole army, whe- 
ther officers or common foldiers; or let them be 
accoutred in what manner they will. The Zargum 
is, ** confume all her fubftance.” 

—. 4. Thus the flain fhall fall in the land of the 
Chaldeans, &c.] By the fword, or by the arrows 
and darts of the Medes and Perfians: and they that 
thruft thro’ in her fireets; either by the one or by 
the other, efpecially the latter, fince they only are 
mentioned ; fee the note on ch. I. 30. 

¥. 5. For Irael hath not been forfaken, nor Fu- 
dah of bis God, of the Lord of hofts, &c.| That 
is, not totally and finally; for tho’ they might 
feem to be forfaken, when carried captive by their 
enemies, yet they were not in fuch fenfe, as a 
woman is deprived of her hufband when dead, and 
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fhe is become a widow, as the word‘ ufed may 
fignity ; or when divorced from him’ or as chil~ 
dren are deprived of their parents, and” become 
orphans; but fo it was not with J/rae/; for tho’ 
they were under the frowns of providence, and the 
refentment of God they had finned ‘againft, yet the 
relation between them ftill fubfifted 5 he was their 
covenant-God and Father, their hufband and pro- 
tector, and who’would vindicate them, and’aven: 

them on their enemies: tho’ their land was fi 

with fin againft the boly one of I/rael, which was 'the 
reafon why they were carried captive, and fofeemed 
to be forfaken of God; or tho’ their land was 
filled. with punifkment, with devaftation ‘and’ de- 
{truction, yet neverthelefs God would appear for 
them, and reftore that and them unto it; of fa- 
ther this is to be underftood of the land of the 
Chaldeans, as it is by Farchi and Kimebi, and be 
rendered, for their land is filled with panifhment 
for fin, from, or by, or because of the holy one of 
Tfrael* ; by which it appears, that the people of 
God were not forfaken by him, and were not with- 


pout a patron and defender of them; finee it was a 


plain cafe that the land of the Chaldeans was filled 
with the punifhment of the fword and other cala- 
mities by the holy one of J/racl, becaufe of the 
fins they had committed againft him, and: the in- 
Juries they had done to his people. So the Jar 
gum, “* for their land is filled with (punifhment 
** for) the fins of murder, by the word of the 
** holy one of J/rael.” 

¥.6. Flee out of the midft of Babylon, &c.\ This 
is faid either to fuch as were there of other nations 
upon trade and bufinefs, as Kimchi, to get out of 
it as faft as. they could, that they might not be 
confumed; or to the J/raelites, as farchi, the Jews 
that were captives there. This is applied to the 
people of God in myftical Babylon, Rev. xviii. 4: 
and deliver every man his foul; or life; from the 
deftruction coming on the city, and the inhabitants 
of it: be not cut off in her iniquity, ox, that be be 
not cut of‘; with her, in the punifhment infliéted 
upon her for her iniquities; which is the fame as 
partaking of her plagues, Rev. xviil. 4: fortis is 
the time of the Lora’s vengeance, the time fixed by 
him to take vengeance on Babylon for her fins a- 


gainft him, and the wrongs done to his people: de 


will render unto ber a recompence;, the yuft demerit 
of their fins ; a recompence or reward by way of 
punifhment for them ; fee Rev. xviii. 6, 

x. 7. Babylon hath been a golden cup in thé hand 
of the Lord, &c.] Either fo called from the liquor 
in it, being of a yellow colour, or pure as gold, 
as the Yewi/b commentators generally; or from the 
matter of it, being made of gold, denoting the 


grandeur, fplendor and riches of the Babylonian 
‘empire; which, for the fame reafon, is called the 
‘head of gold, Daz. ii. 38. this was in the hand of 


the Lord, under his direction, and at his difpofe ; 
an inftrument he made ufe of to difpenfe the cup — 
of his wrath and vengeance to other nations, or to 
inflict punifhment on them for their fins ; fee ch. 
XXV. 15—26. or elfe the fenfe is, that by the p 
miffion of God, Babylon had by various i 
pretences drawn the nations of the earth in fi do- 
latry, and other fins, which were as poifon in a 
golden cup, by which ‘they had been deceived ;— 
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and this fuits beft with the ufe of the phrafe in 
Rev. xvii. 4: that made all the earth drunken ; either 
difturbed them with wars, fo that they were like a 
drunken man that reels to. and fro, and falls, as 
‘they cid, into ruin and deftruction; or made them 
drunk with the wine of her fornication, with ido- 
Jatry, fo that they were intoxicated with it, as the 
whore of Rome, myftical Babylon, is faid to do, 
Rev. xvii. 2: the nations have drunken of ber wine, 
therefore the nations are mad; they drunk of the 
wine of God’s wrath by her means, being engaged 
in wars, which proved their ruin, and deprived 
them of their riches, {tcength and fubftance, as 
mad men are of their reafon; or they. drank in 
her errors, and partook of her idolatry, and ran 
mad, upon her idols, as fhe did ch. 1. 38. fee Rev. 
XVili., 3. 

¥.8. Babylon is fuddenly fallen and deftroyed, 8cc.} 
Or broken ®*; even into fhivers, as a cup is; for 
when it had been ufed to anfwer the purpofes. de- 
signed by the Lord, he let it fall out of his hands 
at once, and it was broken; or rather he dafhed 
it in pieces, as a potter’s veflel. The deftruction 
of Babylon was brought about in a very fhort time, 
confidering the ftrength of it; and was unexpected 
by the inhabitants of it, and by the nations round 
about ;. but when it was come, it was irreparable ; 
fo the deftruction.of myftical Babylon will be in 
one. hour, and it will ‘be an utter and entire de- 
ftruction, Rev. xviii. 8: bowl for ber; as the inha- 
bitants of Babylon, and her friends and allies that 
Joved her did no doubt; and as the kings and 
merchants of the earth, and others, will howl for 
fpiritual Babylon, Rev. xviii. g—19: take balm for 
her pain, if fo be foe may be healed; or balfam; fee 
ch. xlvi. 11. which is faid by way of irrifion and 
mockery, as Kimchi and Adarbinel obferve ; or in 
an ironical and farcaftic manner; fuggefting, that 
let what means foever be made ufe of, her wound 
was incurable, her ruin inevitable, and her cafe ir- 
recoverable. __ 

¥.9. We would have healed Babylon, but fhe is 
not healed, &c.} Thefe are either the words of 
the friends of Babylon, of her auxiliaries and allies, 
who did all they could to defend her againft the 
Perfians, but to no purpofe ; it was not in their 
power to help her; the time of her deftruction 
was come, and there was no avoiding it: or of 
the prophets and good people of the Fews that 
were in Babylon, that took pains to convince the 
inhabitants of Babylon of their idolatries and other 
fins, and reform them, that fo they might not be 
their ruin; but all inftruétions and admonitions 
were in vain; in like manner many worthy re- 
formers have laboured much to reclaim myftical 
Babylon, or the church of Rome, from her errors 
and idolatries; but ftill the retains them ; where- 
fore it follows: forfake her, and let us go every one 
into bis own sountry; fo faid the auxiliary troops 
that were in the fervice of the king of Babylon; 
fince we can do him no good, and are ourtfelves 
expofed to danger, let us defert him, and provide 
for our fafety by haftening to’ our own country as 
faft as we can: this was really the cafe after the 
firft battle of Cyrus with the Babylonians, im which 
their king Nerigliffar was flain: Cre/fus and the reft 
of the allies feeing their cafe fo diftreffed and help- 
lefs, left them to fhift for themfelves, and fled by 
night ": or fo might the Yews fay when the city 
was taken, and they were delivered out of the hands 
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of their oppreffors; and fo will the people of God 
fay, who {hall be:called out of myftical Babylon 
juit before its ruin, Rev. xviii. 4: for ber judgment 
reacheth unto heaven, and is lifted up even to the 
Jeies; that is, her. fins were fo many, that they 
reached even to heaven; and were taken notice of 
by God that dwelleth there; and wére the caufe of 
judgment or punifhment being from thence in- 
flicted on her, which was unavoidable, being the 
decree of heaven, and the juft demerit of her fin; 
and therefore no help could be afforded her; nor 
was there any fafety by being in her; fee Rev. 
XViii. 5. 

y.10. The Lord hath brought forth our righteouf- 
nefs, &c.] Or righteoufneffes', This, as Kimchi 
obferves, is fpoken in the perfon of the J/raelites 
not as tho’ the Fews had done no iniquity, for 
which they were carried captive; they had com- 
mitted much, and were far from being righteous 
in themfelves, but were fo in comparifon of the 
Chaldeans; and who had gone beyond their com- 
miffion, and had greatly oppreffed them, and ufed 
thenr cruelly ; and now the Lord, by bringing 
deftruction upon them, vindicated the caufe of his 
people, and fhewed it to-be a righteous one; and 
that the religion they profeffed was true, and which 
the Chaldeans had derided and reproached: this 
righteoufnefs, not of their perfons, but of their 
caufe, and the truth of their holy religion, the 
Lord now brought forth to the light, and made 
it manifeft, by taking their parts, and deftroying 
their enemies: come, and let us declare in Zion, the 
work of the Lord our God; the ‘ews encourage one 
another to return into their own land, rebuild theit 
temple, and fet up the worfhip of God in it; and 
there declare the wondrous work of God, in the 
deftruction of Babylon, and their deliverance from 
thence; giving him. the. praife and glory of it 
and exciting others to join with them in it, it being 
the Lord’s work, and marvellous in their eyes; 
and fo when myftical Babylon is deftroyed, voices 
will be heard in heaven, in the church, afcribing 
falvation, honour and glory to God, Rev. xix. 1,2. 
All this is true inan evangelic fenfe, of fuch as 
are redeemed by Chrift, and brought out of my- 
{tical Babylon, and are effectually called by the grace 
of God; to thefe the Lord brings forth the righ- 
teoufnefs of Chrift, which he makes their own, by 
imputing it to them; and he brings it near to 
them, and puts it upon them ; it is revealed unto 
them from faith to faith; it is applied to them 
by the Spirit of God, and put into their hands to 
plead-with God, as their juftifying righteoufnels 5 
and which is brought forth by him on all occa 
fions, to free them from all charges exhibited a- 
gainft them by law or juftice, by the world, fatan, 
or their own hearts, Rom. viii. 33. and it becomes: 
fuch perfons to declare in Zion, in the church of 
God, the works of the Lord ; not their own, which 
won’t bear the light, nor bear {peaking of; but’ 
the works of God, of creation and providence s 
but more efpecially of grace, as the great work of 
redemption by Jefus Chrift,; and particularly. the 
Spirit’s work of grace upon their hearts, which is: 
not the work of men, but of God; being a new: 
creation-work ; a regeneration ; a refurreétion from 
the dead; and requiring almighty power, to which 
man is unfit and unequal : this lies in the quicken- 
ing of men dead in trefpaffes and fins; in en- 
lightening fuch as are darknefs itfelf; in an im- 
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plantation of the principles of grace and holinefs 
in them; in giving them new hearts, and new fpi- 
rits; and in bringing them off of their own righ- 
teoufnefs, to depend on Chrift alone for falvation ; 
and which work, as it is begun, will be carried 
on, and performed in them, until the day of Chrift; 
and wherever it is, fhould not be concealed, but 
fhould be declared in the gates of Zion, publickly, 
freely, and fully, and faithfully, to the glory of 
the grace of God, and for the comfort of his peo- 
ple, to whom every fuch declaration is matter of 

joy and pleafure; fee Pf Ixvi.16. Mark v.19. 

¥. 11. Make bright the arrows, &c.] Which 
were covered with ruft; fcour them of it; anoint 


them with oil, as armour were wont to be; make| 


them neat, clean and bright, that they may pierce 
the deeper; hence we read of a polifhed shaft, or 
arrow, one made bright and pure, J/- xlix. 2. agree- 
able to this fome render the word, /harpen the ar- 
rows *; fo the Targum. ‘The word has the figni- 
fication of chufing ; but, as Gufetius obferves ', whe- 
ther the direction be to chufe the beft arrows, or 
to fcour clean and polifh them, the end is the 
fame ; namely, to have fuch as are moft fit for 
ufe. ‘Fofepb Kimchi derives the word from another, 
which fignifies a feather; and fo renders it, feather 
the arrows ™; that they may fly the fwifter. ‘Thefe 
and what follow, are either the words of God, or 
of the prophet; or, as fome think, of the Fews 
about to return to fudea, whofe words are con- 
tinued, exhorting the Medes and Perfians to go 
on with the war againft the Chaldeans; but they 
rather feem to be addrefied to the Chaldeans them- 
felves, putting them upon doing thefe things; and 
fuggefting, that when they had done all they could, 
it would be to no purpofe: gather the /hields, which 
lay fcattered about and neglected in time of peace : 
or, fill them ; fill the hands with them; or bring 
in a full or fufficient number; fince there would be 
now occafion for them to defend them againft the 
enemy. The Zargum, and feveral verfions render 
it, fill the quivers"; that is, with arrows ; and fo 
Farchi: or, fill the fhields °; that is, with oil; 
anoint them, as in J/) xxi. 5. The Lord hath raifed 
up the fpirit of the kings of the Medes; of Cyaxares, 
or Darius the Mede, and of Cyrus, who fucceeded 
his uncle as king of Media; and indeed the army 
that came againft Badylon was an army of Medes 
joined by the Perfians, Cyrus being employed as 
general of it by his uncle. The Septuagint, Syriac 
and Arabic verfions read it, the /pirit of the king 
of the Medes; with which the following claufe feems 
to agree: for his device is againft Babylon to deftroy 
it; the device of the king of the Medes, Darius ; 
or rather the device of the Lord, who ftirred up 
the fpirit of the kings of the Medes, put it into 
their hearts to fulfil his will; and gave them wif- 
dom and {fkill, courage and refolution, to do it; 
and as he will tothe kings of the earth againft my- 
ftical Babylon, Rev. xvii. 16,17: becaufe it is the 
vengeance of the Lord, the vengeance of bis temple; 
his vengeance on Babylon, for the deftruction of 
he temple, and the profanation of it; fee ch. 
28. 

¥. 12. Set up the ftandard upon the walls of Ba- 
bylon, &c.] This is not faid to the Medes and 
Perfians, to put up a flag on the walls of Bady- 
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lon, asa fign of victory, as Kimchi, Abarbinel, and 
others think; for as yet the city is not fuppofed to 
be taken by what follows; but rather to the Ba- 
bylonians, to fet up an enfign on their walls, to 
gather the inhabitants together, to defend their city, 
and the bulwarks of it; which, with what follows, 
is ironically fpoken: make the watch firong, to 
guard the city ; obferve the motions of the enemy, 
and give proper and timely notice ; increaié and 
double it: jet up watchmen ; meaning the keeper 
of the walls; place them upon them, to keep a 
good look out, that they might not be furprized: 
this feems to refpect the great carelefihef$ and fe- 
curity the whole city was in the night it was taken; 
being wholly engaged in feafting and revelling, in 
rioting and drunkennefs, having no fear of danger, 
or concern for their fafety; with which they are 
tacitly upbraided : prepare the ambufbes; or, Hers 
in wait®; to fecond or relieve thofe on the walls 
upon occafion; or feize unawares the befiegers, 
fhould they attempt to fcale the walls, and enter — 
the city: for the Lord hath devifed and done that 
which he [poke againft the inhabitants of Babylon, or 
as he hath devifed, fo hath he done, or will D; 
his purpofes cannot be fruftrated, his counfel tha 
ftand; and therefore had the Babylonians been ever 
fo induftrious in their own defence, they could 
never have prevented their ruin and deftruétion, 
which was refolved upon, and accordingly ef- 
fected. 

¥. 13. O thou that dwelleft upon many waters, 
&c.] Here Babylon is addreffed, either by the 
Lord, or by the prophet, or the godly ews; who 
is defcribed by her fituation, which was by the 
great river Euphrates ; which being branched out 
into feveral canals or rivers, both ran thro’ it, and 
encompaffed it ; hence mention is made of the 
rivers of Babylon, Pf. cxxxvii. 1. and a fit em- 
blem this city was of myftical Babylon, which is 
alfo faid to fit on many waters, interpreted of peo- 
ple and nations,’ Rev. xvii. 1, 15. and which Kem- 
chi here interprets of an affluence of good things, 
tho” he admits of the literal fenfe of the words : 
abundant in treafures; of corn, and of the fruits 
of the earth, and fo in condition to hold out a 
fiege, as well as ftrongly fortified by art and na- 
ture, before defcribed ; and of gold and filver, the 
finews of war, which fhe had got together, partly 
by commerce, and partly by the fpoil of other na- 
tions; and yet neither her fituation, nor her af- 
fluence, could fecure her from ruin: fine end is 
come, and the measure of thy covetoufne/s ; this flou- 
rifhing city was now near its end, and with it the 
whole Babylonifh monarchy ; the time fixed by the 
Lord, for the duration of one, and the other, was 
now come; and whereas her covetoufnefs was in- 
fatiable, and would have known no. bounds, for 
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&c.] Or, by bis foul or life, which is himfel 
than which he cannot fwear by a greater, Hed. vi 
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13. and the certain performance of what he fwears 
unto needed not be doubted of ; and indeed, the 
defign of the oath is to affure of the truth of the 
thing, about which, after this, there ought to be 
no hefitation : /urely I will fill thee with men as with 
caterpillars ; or locufis" ; which march in vaft num- 
bers, and make fad defolation where they come ; 
and to which a numerous army may fitly be com- 
pared; and which are here meant, even the army 
of Cyrus, that fhould enter Babylon, and fill it, as 
it did.. So the Targum, ‘* the Lord of hofts hath 
*¢ fworn by his word, if I fill them with armies 
«¢ of many people as locufts:” and they fhall lift 
up a foout againft thee, as foldiers, when they make 
the onfet in battel; or as befiegers, when they 
make their attack on a city; or as when grape- 
gatherers bring in their vintage, or tread out their 
wine, to which the allufion is: it fignifies, that 
her enemies. fhould get an entire victory, and 
triumph over her. . 

¥. 15.:He bath made the earth by his power, &c.| 
The Targum prefaces the words thus, ‘ thefe things, 
*¢ faith he, who hath made the earth, &c.” In 
this, and the four following verfes, which are the 
fame with ch. x. 12, 13, 14, 15, 16: fee the notes 
there; God is defcribed by his fovereignty, power, 
and wifdom ; and-the ftupidity of men that truft 
in idols, and the vanity of them are expofed, to 
convince the Babylonians, that the Lord, who had 
determined on their deftruction, would furely effect 
it, and that it would not be in the power of their 
idols to prevent it. 

¥. 20. Thou art my battel-ax, and weapons of 
war, &c.] This is faid by the Lord, either to Cy- 
rus, as fome, to which our verfion inclines, whom 
God made ufe of as an inftrument to fubdue na- 
tions and kingdoms, and deftroy them; fee J/. 
xiv. 1. or rather Babylon, and the. king of it, who 
had been the hammer of the earth, ch. |. 23. as 
it may be rendered here, shou art my hammer * , or, 
hoft been; an inftrument in his hands, of beating 
the nations to pieces, as ftones by an hammer, 
and of deftroying them, as by weapons of war: 
this, and what follows, are obferved to fhow, that 
tho’ Bebylon had been ufed by the Lord for the 
‘deftruction of others, it fhould not be fecure from 
#t itfelf, but fhould fhare the fame fate; unlefs this 
is to be underftood of the church of God, and 
kingdom of Chrift, which in the latter day will 
break in pieces all the kingdoms of the earth, 
Dan. ii. 44. which fenfe feems to have fome coun- 
tenance and confirmation from ¥. 24. in your fight. 
The Targum is, “* thou art a fcatterer before me, 
“© a city in which are warlike arms ;” which feems 
to refer to Babylon: for with thee will I break in 
pieces the nations, and with thee will I defray king- 
doms , or, with thee I have broke in pieces, and have 
deflroyed; the future inftead of the paft'; as the 
nations and kingdoms of Fudea, Egypt, Edom, 
Moab, Ammon, and others: or, that I may break 
in pieces", &cc. and fo it exprefies the end for 
which he was an hammer, as well as the ufé he 
had been, or would be of. . ej 

y¥. 21. And with thee will I break in pieces the 
bare and his rider, &cc.] Or, have broken, meaning 
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charict and his rider, which were alfo ufed in 
war. . 

¥. 22. And with thee alfo will I break in pieces 
man and woman, &c.] Or, have broken, having no 
refpect to any fex, and to the propagation of po- 
fterity : and with thee will I break in pieces old and 
young ; not {paring men of any age, however ufe- 
ful they might be, the one for their wifdom, the 
other for their ftrength : ad with thee will I break 
in pieces the young man and the maid, who by pro- 
creation of children might fill and ftrengthen com- 
monwealths. 

¥. 23. And Iwill alfo break in pieces with thee 
the foepherd and bis flock, 8c.] Or, have broken s 
which Abarbinel thinks refpects the Arabians par- 
ticularly, who were fhepherds, and dwelt in tents; 
but it rather fignifies fhepherds and their flocks 
in general; who were killed or feattered wherever 
his armies came, which fpared none, even the 
moft innocent and ufeful, and though unarmed: 
and with thee will I break in pieces the hufbandman 
and his yoke of oxen; with which he plowed his 
ground ; fignifying by this, as well as the former, 
that thofe were not fpared, by which kingdoms 
were fupported and maintained, as fhepherds and 
hufbandmen: and with thee will I break in pieces 
captains and rulers; by whom kingdoms and {tates 
are governed and protected. 

¥. 24. And I will render unto Babylon, and to 
all the inhabitants of Chaldea, &c.] Or, but I will 
render“, 8c. tho’ I have made this ufe of Bady- 
lon, the fhall not be fpared, but receive her juft 
recompence of reward ; not the city of Babylon 
only, but the whole land of Chaldea, and all the 
inhabitants of it: all their evil that they have done 
in Zion, in your fight, faith the Lord ; the fenfe is, 
that for all the evil the Chaldeans had done in Fu- 
dea; the ravages they had made there, the blood 
they had fhed, and the defolation they had made ; 
and particularly for what they had done in Feru/a- 
lem, and efpecially in the temple, burning, fpoil- 
ing, and prophaning that, God would now righ- 
teoufly punifh ‘them, and retaliate all this evil on 
them ; and which fhould be done publickly, be- 
fore all the nations of the world, and particularly 
in the fight of God’s own people: for this phrafe, 
in your fight, does not refer go the evils done in 
Zion, but to the recompence that fhould be made. 
for them. 

¥. 25. Behold, I am againft thee, O defroying 
mountain, faith the Lord, which deftroyeft all the 
earth, &c.| Babylon is called a mountain, though 
fituated in a plain, becaufe of its high walls, lofty 
towers, and hanging gardens, which made it look 
at a diftance like an high mountain, as Lebanon, 
and others: or becaufe it was a ftrong fortified 
city ; fo the Targum renders it, O deftroying city: 
or becaufe of its power and grandeur as a monar- 
chy, it being ufual to compare monarchies to 
mountains ; fee J/. ii. 2. Zech. iv. 7. here called a 
deftroying one for a reafon given, becaufe it de- 
ftroyed all the earth, all the mations and king- 
doms of it; the fame character is given of myfti- 
cal Babylon and its inhabitants, Rev. xi. 18: and 
I will ftretch out mine hand upon thee, in a way of 


the cavalry of an army, wherein lies its chief] vindi¢tive wrath, pouring it out upon her, and in- 
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and feizing her in a furious manner, as a man 
does his enemy, when he has found him: aad 
roll them down from the rocks ; towers and fortreffes 
in Babylon, which looked like rocks, but fhould 
be now demolifhed: and will make thee a burnt 
mountain; reduced to cinders and afhes by the con- 
flagration of it: or, @ burning mountain ; like tna 
and Vefuvius ; we never read of the burning of li- 
teral Babylon, but we do of myttical Babylon; fee 
Rev. xviii. 8. and with this compare Rev. viii. 8. 
The Targum renders it, a burnt city. 

¥. 26. And they fhall not take of thee a ftone. for 
a corner, nor a ftone for foundations, &c.] Signify- 
ing that it fhould be fo utterly confumed by fire, 
that there fhould not be a ftone left fit to be put 


into any new building, efpecially to be a corner or'| 
The Zargum underftands it, 
figuratively, ‘ and they fhall not take of thee a’ 


a foundation-ftone. 


“king for a kingdom, anda ruler for govern- 
ment :” but thou foalt be defolate for ever, faith the 
Lord fee ch. 1. 39, 40. 

y.27. Set ye up a flandard in the land, &c.] 
Not in Cha/dea, but rather in any land; or in all 
the countries which belonged to Media and Perfia ; 
where Cyrus’s ftandard is ordered to be fet up, to 
gather foldiers together, and enlift in his fervice, 
in order to go with him in his expedition againft 
Babylon: blow the trumpet among the nations , tor 
the fame purpofe, to call them to arms, to join 
the forces of Cyrus, and go with him into the land 
of Chaldea : prepare the nations againft ber , animate 
them, ftir up their fpirits againft her, and furnifh 
them with armour to engage with her: or, fanc- 
/ify* them ; fele€t a certain number out of them 
fit for fuch work: call together the kingdoms of 
Ararat, Minni, and Afhchenaz ; the two former are 
generally thought to intend Armenia the Greater, 
and the Leffer ; and the latter, </cania, a country 
in Phrygia ; and certain it is, that Cyrus firft con- 
quered thefe countries, and had many Armenians, 
Phrygians, and Cappadocians in his army he brought 
againft Babylon, as Xenophon” relates. ‘The Zar- 
gum is, ‘© declare againft her to the kingdoms of 
“the land of Kardu, the army of Armenia and 
“© Hadeb,” or Adiabene: appoint a captain againft 
ber; over all thefe forces thus collected: Cyrus 
feems to be intended ; unlefs the fingular is put for 
the plural, and fo intends a fuficient number of 
general officers of the army: cau/e the borfes to 
come up as the rough caterpillars ; or locufts *,; which 
though generally fmooth, yet fome are hairy and 
rough ; to which the horfes in Cyrus’s army are 
compared, for their multitude, the fhape of their 
heads, long mains, and manner of going, leaping 
and pranfing. So the Targum, ‘ they fhall caufe 
“* the horfes to come up, leaping like the fhining) 
** locuft ;” that is of ‘a yellow colour, and fhines 
like gold. So the word the Targum here ufes, is 
ufed by Fonathan in Lev, xiii. 32. of hair yellow 
as gold, and here to be underftood of hairy locutfts; 
and as Ai/ianus * {ays, there were locufts of a golden 
colour in Arabia. And fuch may be meant here 
by the Chaldee paraphrafe, which well exprefles 
their motion by leaping ; fee Yoel ij. 5. and which 


= Vwp fan&tificate, Pifcator, Schmidt. 


Montanus, Schmidt. @ De Animal, 1. 10.:c. 13. 


Y Cyropedia, 1. 5, c. 15. &1. 7. ¢, 21. 


agrees with that of horfes. .The word rendered 
rough, has the fignification of horror in it, fuch as 
makes the hair to ftand upright; fee Job iv. 45. 
and fo fome ® render it here. And Bochart+, from 
Alcamus, an Arabic writer, obferves, that there is 
a fort of locufts which have two hairs upon their 
head, which are called their horn, which ¥ 
erected may anfwer to this fenfe of the word; and 
he brings in the poet Claudian*, as defcribing the 
locuft by the top of its head, as very horrible and 
terrible; and that fome locufts have hair upon 
their heads, feems manifeft from Rev. ix. 8.. tho” 
it may be, the reafon why they are here _re- 
prefented as fo dreadful and frightful, may, not 
be fo much on account of their form, as for the 
terror they ftrike men with, when they come in 
great numbers, and make fuch terrible havock of 
the fruits of the earth as they do; wherefore the 
above learned writer propofes to render the words, 
as the horrible locufts¢. 5 

¥. 28. Prepare againft her the uations, with the 
kings of the Medes, &c.| At the head of them, 
Darius and Cyrus. The Syriac verfion has it in 
the fingular number, the king of the Medes :. the 
captains thereof, and all the rulers thereof, and all 
the land of his dominion; that is, the inhabitants 
of it, the common people, with their princes, no- 
bles, governors, as captains of them, under Cyrus 
their generaliffimo. - 

¥. 29. And the land Jhail tremble, and forrew, 
&c.] The land of Cha/dea, the inhabitants.of it, 
fhould tremble, when they heard of this powerful 
army, invading their land, and befieging their 
metropolis ; and fhould forrow, and be in pain as 
a woman in travail, as the word § fignifies: for 
every purpose of the Lord fhall be performed againft 
Babylon; or, fhall frand*, be certainly fulfilled ; 
for his purpofes are firm and unfruftrable : zo 
make the land of Babylon a defolation without an in- 
habitant ; this the Lord purpofed, and threatened 
to do; fee ch. 1. 39, 40. J xiii. 19, 20. - 

¥. 30. Ihe mighty men of Babylon have forborn. to 
Jight, &c.| Or, ceafed from fighting” ; for it feems, 
upon Cyrus’s firft coming, the king of Babylon and 
his army gave him battel ; but being overthrown, 
they retired to the city’, and durft never fight 
more: ¢hey have remained in their holds; inthe 
towers and fortreffes. of Babylon, never daring to 
fally out of the city, or appear in the field of bat- 
tel any more; even though Cyrus fent the king of 
Babylon a perfonal challenge, to end the quarrel by 
a fingle combat *: their might bath failed; their 
courage funk and was gone; they had no heart to 
face their enemy: ‘¢hey became as women ; as weak 
as they, as the Zargum; timorous. and fearful, 
having no courage left in them, and behaved more 
like women than men: they have burnt her dwell- 
ing places; that is, the enemy burnt, their houfes, 
when they entred into the city, to inject terror into 
them: er bars are broken; the bars, of the 
of the city, or of the palaces of the king and 
bles, and of the houfes of the people, by the fol 
diers, to get the plunder; fee J/ xlv. 1 Seah he! 
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Yi gt. One poff hall run to meet another, and one 
meffenger to meet another, &c.| «That is, one pott 
fhould be after another, and one mieflenger after 

another, poft upon poft, and meffenger upon mef- 
fenger, as faft as they could run; when one had 
been with his meflage, and delivered it, and re- 
turned, he meets another; or they met ‘one an- 
other, coming from different places: to /hew the 
king of Babylon bis city 1s taken at one end, or, at 
the end"; we render it, one end, as Kimchi does; 
at the end where Cyrus’s army firft landed, when 
they came up the channel of the river Eupbra- 
tes they had drained. And fo Herodotus ™ fays, 
that when the Babylonians, which inhabited the ex- 
treme parts of the city, were taken, they that were 
in the middle of it, were not fenfible of it, becaufe 
of the greatnefs of the city; and the rather, be- 
caufe they were engaged that night in feafting and 
dancing. Nay, /rifotle” fays, it was reported that 
one part of the city was taken, three days before the 
“other end knew it, it being more like a country 
than a city; which does not feem credible, nor is 
it confiftent with the {cripture-account of it ; how- 
ever, it was taken by furprize, and fome parts of 
it before the king was aware of it ; who very pro- 
bably had his palace in the middle of it, whither 
thefe meflengers ran one after another, or from 
different parts, to acquaint him with it. 

¥. 32. And that the pafjages are fropped, &c.] 
Or taken, or feized°; where Cyrus placed foldiers 
to keep them; thefe were the paffages leading 
from the river Euphrates to the city, the keys of 
it; the little gates, that Herodotus » {peaks ot, lead- 
ing to the river, which were left open that night. 
Kimchi thinks, the towers built by the river-fide, 
to keep the enemy out, that fhould attempt to en- 
ter, are meant ; thefe were now in his hands. And 
the reeds they bave burnt with fire, which grew 
upon the banks ‘of the river, and in the marfhes 
adjoining to it. Some render it, the manhes*, 
that is, the reeds and bulrufhes in them, which 
ufually grow in fuch places. And Heredotus* makes 
mention of a marfh Cyrus came to; the reeds in it 


he burnt, having many torches, with which he | grow to fuch a bulk, that they will fwallow whole 
might fet fire to them; as he propofed with 


deer, and even bulls; but Pofidonius * relates, that 
“them to burn the houfes, doors, and porches *3 || in Calefyria was one, whofe gaping jaws would ad_ 
either to make way for his army, which might 


mit of a horle and his rider: ‘and Oneficritys > 
hinder the march of it; or to give light, that they | fpeaks of ‘two dragons in the country of “iaras 
might fee their way into the city the better: tho’ 


in India’; the one was fourfcore, and the other an 
fome think it was to terrify the inhabitants; which | hundred and forty cubits lons. He hath filled bis 
feems not fo likely, fince he marched up to the | de/ly with my delicates,; with the treafures of the 
royal palace with great fecrecy. This circumftance | king: and his nobles ; with the veffels of the tem- 
is mentioned, to‘fhow the certainty of the enemy’s | ple, and the riches of the people, which he loaded 
entrance, and the taking of part of the city. R. | himfelf with to his full fatisfaction. So the Ter- 
Fonab, from the Arabic language, in which the | gum, “ he filled his treafury with the good of my 
word ‘here ufed fignifies fortrefes, fo renders it | “ land.” He hath caft me out , out of my land, 
hete. And the men of war are affrighted, and fo | and carried me captive; fo'the Targum. 
fied, and left the pafies, towers, and fortreflés,| y.35. The violence done to me, and to my flefh, 
which féll into the hands of Cyrus, as foon as they | be upon Babylon, &c.] That is, let the injuries 
perceived his army was come up the channel, and | done to Zion and her children, be avenged on 
was landed, and the reeds were burnt. Babylon ; the hurt done to their perfons and fami- 
¥. 33. For thus faith the Lord of hofts, the God \ lies, and the fpoiling of their goods, and deftruc- 
of Ifrael, 8c:| The Lord of bofts, the Lord God | tion of their cities, houfes, and fubftance ; foail 
omnipotent, and can do all things; the God of 


the inhabitant of Zion fay; by way of imprecation : 
Ujrael, and therefore will plead their caufe, and | and my blood upon the inhabitants of Chaldea, fhall 
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take vengeance on Babylon: the daughter of Bab;- 
lon is like a threfhing-floor ; on which the nations of 
the earth had been threfhed, or punithed and de- 
ftroyed ; and now fhe was like a threfhing-floor, 
unto which fhould be gathered, and on which 
fhould be laid, her king, princes, and the; people 
of the land, and be there beat and. crufhed to 
pieces. The Yargum renders it, the congregation 
of Babylon; and the Septuagint, the houfes of. the 
king of Babylon; fo the Arabie -verfion :, it is time 
to threfh ber ; not the floor, but the fheaves on it : 
or, it is the time to tread ber“ ; as corn was trodden 
out by the oxen; or rather, as threfhing-floors, 
being new laid with earth, were trodden, and fo 
made hard and even, and by that means prepared 
for threfhing againft the harveft; when the corn 
would be ripe, cut down, and gathered in, and 
laid up, as follows: yet a little while, and the tinie 
of her barveft foall come, when fhe would’ be ripé 
for ruin, and God would, by his inftruments, put 
in the fickle of his wrath, and cut her down, her 
king, her princes, her cities, and her people ; fee 
Rev. xiv. 15, 16. The argu is, ** and yet.a 
‘very little while, and fpoilers fhall come. to 
aCe res 

¥. 34. Nebuchadrezzar the king of Babylon hath 
devoured me, &e.] Or us"; every one of us: thefe 
aré the words of Zion and Ferufalem, as appears 
from the next verfe, complaining of the injuries 
done them by the king of Badyloz, who had eaten 
them up ; fpoiled their fubftancé, as the Tareum ; 
took: their cities; plundered them of their riches, 
and carried them away captive: be bath crufbed me; 
to the earth; or druifed or broken, even all her 
bones; fee ch. 1,17: he hath made me an empty 
vefel; emptied the land of its inhabitants and 
riches, and left nothing valuable in it: he bath 
fwallowed me up like a dragon, or whale, or, any 
large fifh, ‘which fwallow the leffer ones whole. 
The allufion is to the large {wallow of dragons, 
which is fometimes reprefented as almoft beyond 
all belief; for not only Ply * from Megajthenes 
reports, that in Indic, ferpents, that is; dragons, 


. 
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Ferufalem fay ; let the guilt of it be charged upon 
them, and punifhment for it be inflicted on them. 
The Targum is, “ the fin of the innocent blood 
“¢ which is fhed in me;” let that be imputed to 
them, and vengeance come upon them for it. 

y¥. 36. Therefore thus faith the Lord, &c.| In 
anfwer to the prayers of the inhabitants of Zion 
and Ferufelem, imprecating divine vengeance on 
Babylon: bebold, I will plead thy caufe, and take 
vengeance for thee; not by words only, but by 
deeds, inflicting punifhment on their enemies : and 
I will dry up her fea; the confluence of waters 
about Babylon ; the river Euphrates, the channel of 
which was drained by Cyrus, by which means he 
took the city; and this may figuratively defign 
the abundance of riches and affluence of good 
things in Babylon, which fhould now be taken 
from her: and make ber fprings dry, deprive her 
of all the neceffaries of life; and ftop up all the 
avenues by which fhe was fupplied with them, 
and cut off all communication of good things to 
her. 

¥. 37. And Babylon foall become beaps, &c.] The 
houfes fhould be demolifhed, and the ftones lie in 
heaps one upon another, and become mere rub- 
bith: @ dwelling place for dragons; and other wild 
and favage creatures. Dragons, as Alianus * ob- 
ferves, love to live in defert places, and fuch now 
Babylon is; it lies in ruins ; and even its palace is fo 
full of fcorpions and ferpents, as Besjamin of Tu- 
dela * fays it was in his time, that men. durft not 
enter into it; fee ch.1. 39. J/ xiii. 21,22: an affo- 
nifoment, and an bhiffing without an inhabitant, an 
aftonifhment to neighbouring nations, and to all 

‘ that pafs by; who fhall hifs at the deftruction of 
it, and rejoice, there being not fo much as a fingle 
inhabitant in it; which is its cafe to this day; fee 
ch. L..13, 39. 

y. 38. They fhall roar together like lions, &c.] 
Some underftand this of the Medes and Perfans, 
and the fhouts they made at the attacking and 
taking of Babylon; but this does not fo well agree 
with that, which feems to have been done in a fe- 
cret and filent manner; rather according to the 
context the Chaldeans are meant, who are repre- 
fented as roaring, not thro’ fear of the enemy, and 
diftrefs by him; for fuch a roaring would not be 
fitly compared to the roaring of a lion; but either 
this is expreffive of their roaring and,revelling at their 
feaft afterwards-mentioned, and at which time their 
city was taken ; or elfe of the high fpirits and rage 
they were in, and the fiercenefs and readinefs they 
fhewed to give battel to Cyrus, when he firft came 
with his army againft them ; and they did unite 
together, and met him, and roared like lions at 
him, and fought with him ; but being overcome, 
their courage cooled; they retired to their city, 
and durft not appear more ; fee the note on y. 30: 
they fhall yell as lions whelps. Farchi and other 
Rabbins interpret the word, of the braying of an 
afs; it fignifies, to fhake; and the Vulgate Latin 
verfion renders it, they fhall foake their hair; as 
Yons do their mains ; and young lions their fhagey 
hair ; and as bluftering bravadoes fhake theirs ; and 
fo might the Badylonians behave in fuch a fwagger- 
ing way when the Medes and Perfians firft attacked 
them. 

¥. 39. In their heat I will make their feafts, 8cc.] 


4 De Animal. 1. 6. c. 63. 


Chron. p. 607; 


® Ttinerarium, p. 
‘ pe furor ac repentina mors, Camus apud Golium, col. 1634. tremor, timor mortis egroto contingens, Giggeius 
Cattel. col 2772. So R, Yol. Urbin, Qhel Moed, fol. 32. 4. interprets the word of trembling. 
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I will order it, that their feafts fhall be in the time 
of heat, that fo they may be made drunk; fo 
Jarchi: or when they are hot with feafting, I'll 
difturb their feaft by an hand-writing on the wall; 
fo Kimchi; fee Dan. v. 1—6. to which he direéts : 
or when they are inflamed with wine, I’ll put fome- 
thing into their banquets, into their cups; Pll 
mingle their potions with the wine of my wrath; 
and whilft they are feafting, ruin fhall come upon 
them; and fo it was, according to Herodotus and 
Xenophon, that the city of Babylon was taken, while 
the inhabitants were feafting; and this account 
agrees with Dan. v. 1, 30. ‘This text is quoted in 
the Talmud *, where the Gio/s on it fays, * this is 
** faid concerning Belfhazzar and his company, 
when they returned from a battel with Darius 
and Cyrus who befieged Babylon, and Belfhazzar 
overcame that day ; and they were weary and 
hot, and fat down to drink, and were drunken, 
‘* and on that day he was flain ;” and the Targum 
is, ‘* J will bring tribulation upon them :” ead I 


ce 
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| will make them drunken, that they may rejoice, ina 


riotous and revelling way; or that they may be 
mad and tremble, as R. Fonab, from the ufe of 
the word “in the draéic language, interprets its 
fo drunken men are oftentimes like mad men, de- 
prived of their fenfes, and their limbs tremble thro” 
the ftrength of liquor; and here it fignifies, that 
the Chaldeans fhould be fo intoxicated with the cup 
of divine wrath and vengeance, that they fhould 
be at their wits end; in the utmoft horror and 
trembling; not able to ftand, or defend themfelves ; 
and fo the Zargum, ‘* they fhall be like drunken 
‘** men, that they may not be ftrong ;” but as 
weak as they: and fleep a perpetual fleep, and not 
wake, faith the Lord; not only fall afleep as drunken 
men do, and awake again; but fleep, and never 
awake more ; or die, and not live again, until the 
refurrection-morn ; no. doubt many of the Cha/- 
deans being in a literal fenfe drunk and afleep when 
the city was taken, were flain in their fleep, and 
never waked more. The Targum is, ** and die 
‘¢ the fecond death, and not live in the world to 
** come ;” fee Rev. xxi. 8. 

¥.40. I will bring them down like lambs to the 
flaughter, &c.] To the place of flaughter ; who 
fhall be able to make no more ‘refiftance than 
lambs, This explains what is meant by being 
made drunk and fleeping a perpetual fleep, even 
deftruction and death: like rams with he-goats , de~ 
noting the promifcuous deftruction of the prince. 
and common people together. never 

¥. 41. How is Shefhach taken? &c.] Not the 
city Shufhan, as Sir Fobn Marfbam thinks *; but 
Babylon, as is plain from a following claufe; and 
fo the Targum, “ how is Babylon fubdued 2” called 
Shefhach, by a pofition and commutation of let- 
ters, the ews call Athbafh ; fo Farchi, Kimchi-and 


Abarbinel account for it; or elfe from ‘their-idol — 


Shach, the fame with Bel, which -was' worthi 
here, and had a temple ereéted for it ; and w 


an annual feaft was kept in honour of it, called 


the Sacchean feaft ; and which was t 
very time the city was taken ; and may be the tru 
reaion of its having this name given’ it now; 
the note on ch. xxv. 26. the taking of which 
very wonderful ; and therefore this queft L 
by way of admiration; it being fo well. rtified 
. hn o- en aut % and, 
© T. Bab, Megilla, fol 1§:2, (== 
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Ch. li. ¥. 42-46. x 


and provided to hold out a long fiege: and bow is 
the praife of the whole earth jurprifed ? for it was 
taken by ftratagem and furprife, before the king 
and his guards, the army, and the inhabitants of 
it; were aware; that city which was matter and 
occafion of praifé to all the world, and went thro’ 
it; tor the compafs of it, and height and ftrength 
of its walls, the river Euphrates that ran thro’ it, 
and flowed about it; the temple, palaces and gar- 
dens in it: how is Babylon become an aftonifhment 
among the nations ? or, a defolation? and indeed its 
being a defolation was the reafon of its being an 
aftonifhment among the nations ; who were amazed 
to fee fo ftrong, rich and fplendid a city brought 
to ruin in a very fhort time. 
¥. 42. The fea is come up upon Babylon, &c.] 
A vait army, comparable to the great fea for the 
multitude thereof, even the army of the Medes and 
Perfians under Cyrus; fo the Targum, “ a king 
«¢ with his armies, which are numerous like the 
« waters of the fea, is come up againft Babylon :” 
foe is covered with the multitude of the waves there- 
of; being furrounded, befieged, furprifed and feized 
upon by the multitude of foldiers in that army, 
which poured in upon it unawares. Some think 
here is a beautiful antithefis, between the inunda- 
tion of Cyrus’s army, and the draining of the river 
Euphrates, by which means he poured in his forces 
into Babylon. 


¥.43. Her cities are a defolation, a dry laud, and} yr 


a wildernefs, 8c.) Which fome underftand of 
Babylon itfelf, divided into two parts by the river 
Euphrates running in the midft of it, called by 
Berojus*, the inward and outward cities ; tho’ rather 
thefe defign the reft of the cities in Chaldea, of 
which Babylon was the metropolis, the mother-city, 
and the other her daughters, which fhould fhare 
the fame fate with herfelf; be demolifhed, and the 
ground on which they ftood become a dry, barren, 
uncultivated and defert land: @ land whereiv no 
man dwelleth, neither doth any fon of man pafs there- 
dy; having neither inhabitant nor traveller; fee 
ch, |. 12, 39. 

y.44. And I will punifh Bel in Babylon, &c.] 
The idol of the Babylonians, who had a temple in 
Babylon, where he was worfhipped: the fame is 
called Belus by Zlianus *, Curtius”, and Paufanias i; 
perhaps the fame, Herodian © calls Belis, and fays 
fome take him to be Apollo; fee more of him in 
the notes on Jf xIvi. 1. and Jer. 1: 2. who was 
punifhed when his temple was demolifhed, and 
plundered of its wealth ; this golden image of Be- 
dus was broke to pieces, and the gold of it car- 
ried away. The Zargum is, * 1 will vifit or pu- 
« nifh them that worfhip Be/ in Babylou:” and I 
ell bring forth out of bis mouth that which be bath 
fwallowed up ; the rich offerings made to him when 
victories were obtained ; all fuccefs being afcribed 
to him; and the fpoils of conquered enemies, which 
were brought and laid up in his temple, particu- 
larly the vefléls of the fanctuary at Jerufalem, which 

were depofited there ; fee 2 Chron: xxxvi. Ee 18. 
Dan. i. 2. and which were reftored by Cyrus, Ezra i. 
7,8. which reftoration of them greatly fulfilled 
this prophecy ; and was a refunding of what was 
lodged with him, or a vomiting what he had fwal- 
Yowed up; compare with this the ftory of Bel and 

“she Dragon: and the nations foall not flow together any 
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their prefents to him, to ingratiate themflves with 
the king of Babylon: yea, the wall of Babylon foal 
fall ; which Bel was not able to defend ; and 
therefore fhould be deferted by his worfhippers.: 
The Targum renders it in the plural, the walls of 
Babylon, of which fee the note on ¥. 58. Some 
think that. not the wall of the city is here meant , 
but the temple of Be/, which was as a wall or 
fortrefs to the city ; but now fhould fall, and be 
fo no more; fince it is not eafy to give a reafon 
why mention here fhould be made of the fall of 
the walls of the city ; and feeing exprefs mention 
is made of this afterwards. 
¥. 45. My people, go ye out of the midft of ber, 
&c.] This is a call of the Fews to go out of 
Babylon, not before the taking of the city by G- 
rus; but when he fhould iffue out a proclamation, 
giving them liberty to return to their own land; 
which, many of them, being well fettled in Bady- 
lon, would not be ready to accept of, but chufe 
to continue there; wherefore they are urged to de- 
part from thence, becaufe of the danger they would 
be expofed unto; for tho’ the city was not, de- 
ftroyed by Cyrus upon his taking it, yet it was by 
Darius Hyftafpes fome time after. ‘The fame call 
is given to the people of God to come out of my- 
ftical Babylon, Rev. xviii. 4.: and deliver ye every 
man his foul from the fierce anger of the Lord; fhewn 
in the deftruction of Babylon; fee the note on 


. 6. 

¥. 46. And left your heart faint, and ye fear for 
the rumour that fhall be beard in the land, &c.} 
The rumour of war in the land of Chaldea; the 
report of the Medes and Perfians preparing to in- 
vade it, and befiege Babylon; in the peace of which 
city the ‘ews had peace; and therefore might fear 
they fhould fuffer in the calamities of it; but left 
they fhould, they are ordered to go out of it, and 
accept the liberty that fhould be granted by the 
conqueror, who would do them no hurt, but good 5 
and had therefore nothing to fear from him ; and 
as a token, affuring them of this, the followin 
things are declared; which, when they fhould ob- 
ferve, they need not be troubled, being forewarned ; 
yea, might take encouragement from it, and be- 
lieve that their redemption drew nigh : @ rumour 
foall both come one year, and after that in another 
year fhall come a rumour; in one year there was 2 
rumour of the great preparation Cyrus was making 
to invade Chaldea, and befiege Babylon, in another 
year, that is, the following, as the Zargum rightly 
renders it, there was a fecond rumour of his co- 
ming; and who actually did come into Affyria, but 
was {topped at the river Gyndes, not being able to 
pafs it for want of boats; and being enraged at 
the lofs of a favourite horfe in it, refolved upon the 
draining it; which he accomplifhed, by cutting 
many fluices and rivulets ; in doing which he fpent 
the whole fummer ; and the {pring following came 
ta Babylon, as Herodotus’ relates; when what is 
after prediéted followed : and violence in the land, 
ruler againft ruler; the king of Babylon came out 
with his forces to meet Cyrus, as the fame hiftorian 
fays; when a battel enfued, in which the former 
was beat, and obliged to retire into the city, which 
then Cyrus befieged; and thus violence and de- 
vaftations were made in the land by the army of 
the Medes and Perfians; and ruler was again{t 


“yore unto him; either to worfhip him, or bring] ruler; Cyrus againft Belhazzar, and Belfhazzar a- 
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gainft him. Some read it, ruler upon ruler ™; that 
is, one after another, in a very fhort time; fo 
Yarchi, Kimchi and Abarbinel , thus two before Bel- 
foazzar, then Darius, and after Darius, Cyrus. 

¥.47. Therefore bebold, the days come that I will 
do judgment on the graven images of Babylon, &c.] 
Becaufe of the connexion of thefe words, fome 
underftand the former verfe of the report of the 
deliverance of the Yews time after time; and yet 
nothing came of it, which difheartened them ; and 
they were ufed more cruelly, and with greater vio- 
lence by the Chaldeans and their kings, one after 
another; and ‘therefore the following things are 
faid,; but the particle may be rendered, moreover *, 
as fome obferve; or /urely, certainly, of a truth, 
as in ch. v. 2. the time is haftening on, the above 
things being done, when judgment fhall be exe- 
cuted, not only upon Be/ the chief idol, ¥. 44. but 
upon all the idols of the Chaldeans; which fhould 
be broke to pieces, and ftripped of every thing 
about them that was valuable ; the Medes and Per- 
fians having no regard to images in their worfhip ; 
tho’ Dr. Prideaux ° thinks, that what is here faid, 
and in ¥. 44. were fulfilled by Xerxes, when he 
deftroyed and pillaged the Babylonian temples : and 
her whole land foall be confounded; the inhabitants 
of it, when they fee their images deftroyed, in 
which they trufted for their fafety: and all ber flain 
foall fall in the midft of bers in the midi of Ba- 
bylon ; where the king and his army were fhut up, 
and durft not move out; and where they were 
flain when the army of Cyrus entered. 

y¥. 48. Then the heaven and the earth, and all 
that is therein, fhall fing for Babylon, &c.] At the 
deftruction of her, rejoicing at it; not at the ruin 
of fellow-creatures, fimply confidered; but rela- 
tively, at the righteoufnefs of God in it, and the 
glory of his juitice, and the deliverance of many 
by it from tyranny and bondage. ‘This feems to 
be a figurative expreffion often ufed, in which the 
heavens and the earth are brought in as witnefles, 
approvers and applauders of what is done by the 
Lord. Some indeed interpret it, of the angels 
the inhabitants of the heavens, and of the Fews 
dwellers on earth; and others of the church of 
God, in heaven and in earth; which, of the two, 
feems beft ; the like will be done at the fall of 
myftical Babylon, Rev. xviii. 20: for the fpoilers 
foall come unto her from the north, faith the Lord ; 
the Medes and Perfians that fhould, and did fpoil 
and plunder Babylon ; and who came from coun- 
tries that lay north to it. 

¥. 49. As Babylon hath caufed the flain of I/rael 
to fall, 8c.) In Ferujalem, when that city was 
taken by the Chaldeans, and deftroyed: fo at Ba- 
bylon foall fall the flain of all the earth; or land; 
that is, the land of Cha/dea; the inhabitants of 
which fled to Babylon upon the invafion of the 
Medes and Perfians, both for their own fafety, and 
the defence of that city; and where being flain, 
they fell; and this was a juft retaliation of them 
for what they had done to Jrael. Thefe words 
may be confidered, as they are by fome, as the 
fong of the inhabitants of heaven and earth ob- 
ferving and applauding the juftice and equity of 
divine providence in this affair; fee Rev. xiii. 
73 LO; 

¥. 50. Ye that have efcaped the fword, go away, 
ftand not fill, &c.] The-Zews, who had efcaped 
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the fword of the Chaldeans when Ferufalem was 
taken, and were carried captive into Badylon, where 
they had remained to this time; and had alfo 
efcaped the fword of the Medes and Perjians, when 
Babylon was taken; thefe are bid to go away from 
Babylon, and go into their Jand, and not ftay in 
Babylon, or linger there, as Lot in Sodom, or itop 
on the road, but make the beft of their way to 
the land of Yudea: remember the Lord afar off ; 
the worfhip of the Lord, as the Zargam interprets 
it; the worfhip of the Lord in the fanétuary at 
Ferufalem, from which they were afar off at Ba- 
bylon, and had been a long time, even feventy 
years deprived of it, as Kimchi explains it: and 
let Ferufalem come into your mind, that once famous 
city, the metropolis of the nation, that now lay in 
ruins; the temple that once ftood in it, and the 
fervice of God there; that upon the remembrance 
of, and calling thefe to mind, they might be 
quickened and ftirred up to haften thither, and re- 
build the city and temple, and reftore the worfhip 
of God. It is not eafy to fay whofe words thete 
are, whether the words of the prophet; or of the 
Lord by him; or of the inhabitants of the heavens 
and earth, whofe fong may be here continued, and 


“in it thus addrefs the Fews. 


¥. 51. We are confounded, becaufe we have beard 
reproach, &c.] Thefe are the words of the Jews, 
either objecting to their return to their land; or 
lamenting the defolation of it; and complaining 
of the reproach it lay under, being deftitute of in- 
habitants ; the land in general lying wafte and un- 
cultivated ; the city of Ferufalem and temple in 
ruins; and the worfhip of God ceafed; and the 
enemy infulting and reproaching ; fuggefting, that 
their God could not protect and fave them; and 
under thefe difcouragements they could not bear 
the thoughts of returning to it: fhame bath co- 
vered our faces; they knew not which way to look 
when they heard the report of the ftate of their 
country, and the reproach of the enemy, and thro” 
fhame covered their faces: for flrangers are come 
into the fanétuaries of the Lord’s houfe;, the oracle, 
or the holy of holies; the temple, or the holy 
place, and the porch or court; fo Kimchi and 
Abarbinel ; into which the Chaldeans, ftrangers to 
God and the commonwealth of J/rae/, had entered, 
to the prophanation of them, and had deftroyed 
them. 

y¥. 52. Wherefore behold, the days come, faith the 
Lord, that I will do judgment upon ber graven images, 
&c.] Deftroy their gods, who have reproached 
the God of J/rae/, and profaned his fanctuaries; and 
for that reafon; fee the note on ¥. 47. it is an 
anfwer to the objection and complaint of the Jews, 
and is defigned for their comfort and encourage- 
ment: and thro’ all her land the wounded foall groan ; 
becaufe of their wounds and pain ; and which their 
idols could not cure, eafe, or prevent. 

x. 53. Tho’ Babylon fhould mount up to heaven, 
&c.] Could the walls of it, which were very high, 
two hundred cubits high, as Herodotus fays, be 
carried up as high as heaven; or the towers of it, 
which were exceeding high, ten foot higher than — 
the walls, as Curtius * fays, likewife be raifed to 


height of ber firength ; make her walls and towe 
as ftrong as they were high; unlefs this is 


of Bel, in 


the fame height : and tho’ foe fhould fortify the 


underftood particularly of the temple 


oa 
a¥e 


| which’ 
aot 
Montanus, Calvin, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator, Schmidt. wt * 
® Connexion, Par, 1. B. 2. p. 101. B. 4. pr 242, 243+ pote | ‘ ing i? 


2 


; 


Ch. li. ¥.54—58. FLERE 
which was a folid tower, in length and thicknefs a 
furlong; and upon this tower another; ahd fo on 
to the number of eight towers ; and inthe laft of 
them a large temple, as the above hiftorian ° re- 
lates : but if thefe towers could have been piled up 
in a greater number, even {fo as to reach to heaven, 
it would have availed nothing againft the God of 
heaven, to fecure from his vengeance. The Tar- 
gum is, ** if Babylon fhould be built with buildings 
** as high as heaven, and fhould fortify the ftrong 
** holds on high :” yet from me Jhall {poilers come, 
faith the Lord, the Medes and Perfians, fent and 
commiflioned by him, who would pull down and 
deftroy her walls and towers, be they ever fo high 
and ftrong. 
¥. 54. A found of a cry cometh from Babylon, &c.] 
Of the inhabitants of it, upon its being taken ; 
which is faid to denote the certainty of it, which 
was as fure as if the cry of the diftreffed was then 
heard : and great deftruction from the land of the 
Chaldeans , that is, the report of a great deftruc- 
‘tion there, was, or would be carried from thence, 
and {pread all over the world. 
¥. 55. Becaufe the Lord hath fpoiled Babylon, &c.] 
By means of the Medes and Perfians ; thefe were 
his inftruments he made ufe of ; to thefe he gave 
commiffion, power and ftréngth to fpoil Babylon , 
and therefore it is afcribed to him: and deftroyed 
out of her the great,voice ; the noife of people, which 
is very great in populous cities, where people are 
paffing to and fro in great numbers upon bufinefs ; 
which ceafes when any calamity comes, as pefti- 
lence, famine or fword, which {weep away the in- 
habitants ; this laft was the cafe of Babylon. The 
Targum is, “ and-hath deftroyed out of her many 
“ armies :” or it may defign the great voice of 
the roaring revelling company in it at their feaft- 
time; which was the time of the deftruétion of the 
city, as often obferved: or the voice.of triumphs 
for victories obtained, which fhould be no more in 
it: or the voice of joy and gladnefs in common, 
as will be alfo the cafe of myftical Babylon, Rev. 
xviii. 22. this great voice, may not unfitly be ap- 
plied to the voice of antichrift, that mouth fpeak- 
ing blafphemies, which ere long fhall be deftroyed 
out of Babylon, Rev. xiii. 5,6: when her waves do 
roar like great waters, a noife of their voice is ut- 
tered; that is, when her enemies come up againft 
her like the waves of the fea; a loud fhout will be 
made by them, which will be very terrible, and 
filence the noife of mirth and jollity among the 
Babylonians, fee ¥. 42. tho’ fome underftand this 
of the change that fhould be made among the Chal- 
deans ; that inftead of the voice of joy and tri- 
umph, there would be the voice of howling and 
lamentation ; and even among their high and 
mighty ones, who would be troubled and diftreffed, 
as great waters are, when moved by tempefts. The 
Targum is, ‘* and the armies of many people fhall 
‘© be gathered again{t them, .and fhall lift up their 
** yoice with a tumult.” 
¥. 56. Becaufe the fpoiler is come upon ber, even 
upon Babylon, &c.| That is, Cyrus, with his army : 
and ber mighty men are taken; unawares, by fur- 
prife : every one of their bows is broken, they had 
no ftrength to withftand the enemy, and were obli- 
ged to yield at once; lay down their arms, and 


* Herodot. 1. 1. c. 181. 

~ Bibl. 1, 2. p. 96. 

~ Pouuc. 13. c. 3, 
_ © Apad Marfham Canon. p 590. 
& Nat. Hitt. 1, 6. c. 26, 


RR Lge crs, : 
* Apud Diodor. ib; 
« pift 1.5. ca. 


‘ 


‘L.1. five Clio, c. 178. 


© Vita Apollon. 1, 1, ¢. 18. 
® Lia. five Clio, c. 179. 


MIAH. 6st 
fubmit : for the Lord Ged of recompences foall furely 
requite; that God to whom vengeance belongs, 
and will recompence it; who is a God of juttice 
and equity, the judge of all the earth; he will 
render tribulation to them that trouble his; and 
requite his enemies, and the enemies of his peo- 
ple, in a righteous manner, for all the evil they 
have done, as literal; fo myftical Babylon ; fee Rev. 
Xvili. 6, 7, 8: ‘ 

¥. 57. And I will make drunk her princes, &c.] 
With the wine of divine wrath; that is, flay them ; 
tho’ there may be an allufion to their being drunk 
with wine at the feaft Be/hazzar made for his thou- 
fand lords ; who are the princes here intended, to- ' 
gether with the king and his royal family, Daz. v. ° 
1, 4,30: and her wife men, her captains, and her 
rulers, and ber mighty men, the counfellors of ftate, 
priefts, magicians and aftrologers ; officers in the 
army, fuperior and inferior ones ; and the foldiers 
and warriors, whom Cyrus and his men flew, when 
they enteréd the city ; compare with this Rev, xix. 
18: they fhall fleep a perpetual fleep, and not awake ; 
be all afleep in their drunken fits, and be flain there- 
in; and fo never wake, or live more. The Zar- 
gum is, ** and they fhall die the fecond death, and 
** not come into the world to come ;” fee the note 
on ¥. 39: faith the king, whofe name is the Lord of 
hofts; the King of kings, and Lord of lords; the 
Lord of armies in heaven and earth; and can do, 
and does what he pleafes in both worlds. 

¥. 58. Thus faith the Lord of hofis, &c.| Be- 
caufe what follows might feem incredible ever to 
be effected; it is introduced with this preface, ex- 
prefled by him who is the God of truth, and the 
Lord God omnipotent: the broad walls of Babylon 
fhall be utterly broken, or rafed up ; the foundations 
of them, and the ground on which they ftood, made 
naked and bare, and open to public view ; every 
one of the walls, the inward and the outward, as 
Kimchi and Ben Melech interpret it. Curtius fays °, 
the wall of Babylon was thirty-two feet broad, and 
that carriages might pafs by each other without 
any danger. Herodotus‘ fays, it was fifty royal 
cubits broad, which were three fingers larger than 
the common meafure ; and both Strado * and Dio- 
dorus Siculus “ affirm, that two chariots drawn with 
four horfes a-breaft might meet each other, and 
pals eafily ; and according to Ctefias *, the breadth 
of the wall was large enough for fix chariots: or 
the words may be read, the walls of broad Baby- 
lon’ ; for Babylon was very large in circumference 5 
more like a country than a city, as Ariflotle * fays. 
Hiftorians differ much about the compafs of its 
wall; but all agree it was yery large; the beft 
account, which is that of Curtius *, makes it to be 
three hundred and fifty-eight furlongs ; with Cze- 
fias, it was three hundred and fixty; and with 
Clitarchus, three hundred and fixty-five, as they 
are both quoted by Diodorus Siculus®; according 
to Strabo *, it was three hundred and eighty-five ; 
and according to Dion Caffius *, four hundred ; by 
Philoftratus * it is faid to be four hundred and 
eighty ; as alfo by Herodotus, and by Julian the 
emperor, almoft five hundred. Pliny * reckons it 
fixty miles: and her high gates foall be burnt with 
fire; there were an hundred of them all of brafs, 
with their pofts and hinges, as Herodotus * affirms 7 
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and the people fall labour in vain, and the folk im 
the fire, and they foall be weary, which fome under- 
ftand of the builders of the walls, gates, and city 
of Babylon, whofe labour in the iffue was in vain, 
fince the end of them was to be broken and burned; 
but rather it defigns the Chaldeans, who laboured 
in the fire to extinguifh and fave the city and its 
gates, but to no purpoie. 

v.59. The word which Jeremiah the prophet com- 
manded Seraiab, &c.] ‘This word is no other than 
the above prophecy concerning the deftruction of 
Babylon, contained in this and the preceding chap~ 
ter; or rather the order the prophet gave this prince 
to take a copy of it with him to Badylon, and there 
read it, and then caft it into the river Euphrates, 

. with a ftone bound to it. Of this Seraiah we read 
no where elfe: he is further defcribed as the fon of 
Neriah, the fon of Maafeiah, when be went with 
Zedekiah the king of Fndah into Babylon, in the fourth 
year of bis reign, the Fews fay’, that Zedekiah in 
the fourth year of his reign went to Babylon, to 
reconcile himfelf to Nebuchadnezzar king of Ba- 
bylon, and took Seraiah with him, and returned and 
came to his kingdom in Jeru/alem, but we have 
no account in feripture of any fuch journey he 
took. The Septuagint and Arabic verfions render 
it, when be went from Zedekiab, as this particle 1s 
fometimes “ elfewhere rendered, Gen. iv. 1. 2 Kings 
xxiii. 35. and fo the Targum explains “it, “ when 
“¢ he went on an embafly of Zedekiah ;” and Abar- 
binel, by the command of the king; it feems he 
was embaflador from the king of Fudch to the king 
of Babylon upon fome bufinefs or another , and e- 
remiah took this opportunity of fending a copy of 
the above prophecy by him, for the ends before- 
mentioned: this was in the fourth year of Zede- 
kiah’s reign, feven years before the deftruction of 
Ferufalem, and fixty years before the taking of Ba- 
éylon’; fo long before was it prophefied of. The 
Syriac verfion wrongly reads it, in the eleventh year , 
the year of erufalem’s deftruction ; fuppofing that 
Seraiak’s going with Zedekiah to Babylon was his 
going with him into captivity: and this Seraiah was 
a quiet prince, one of a peaceable difpoktion, that 
did not love war, or perfecution of good men ; 
and fo a fit perfon for Zedekiab to fend upon an 
embafly of peace; and for eremiah to employ in 
fuch fervice as he did; for had he been a hot and 
haughty prince, he would have defpifed his orders 
and commands. Some render it, prince of Me- 
auchab', taking it to be the proper name of aplace, 
of which he was governor ; thought to be the fame 
with ManahatB, 1 Chron. viii. 6. The Targum and 
Septuagint verfion call him, the prince. of gifts; one 
by whom fuch were introduced into the king’s pre- 
fence that brought treafure, gifts or prefents to 
him, as archi inteprets it; according to Kimchi, 
he was the king’s familiar favourite, with whom 
he ufed to converfe and delight himfelf, when he 
was at reft and at leifure from bufinefs. Some take 
him to be the lord of the bed-chamber, or lord- 
chamberlain; and others lord chief-juftice of peace. 
The firft fenfe feems moft agreeable. 

¥. 60. So Feremiah wrote ina book all the evil 
that fhould come upon Babylon, &c.| Theevil of 
punifhment predicted and threatened: this he de- 
livered, not by word of mouth to Seraiab, to re- 
late when he came to Babylon; but he wrote it in 


a book for him to read; and he wrote it himfelf; | deftruction of Babylon, as is faid concerning. 
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Baruch his amanuénfis not being now with hinv? 
even all thefe words that are written againft Babjlony 
in this and the preceding chapter: this book writ-_ 
ten by Feremiah was a copy of them. Bais 
¥. 61. And Feremiab faid to Seraiah, &c.] At 
the time he delivered the copy to him: when thon 


to the. 
y — | 


comet to Babylon, or art come to Babylon, t 
city of Babylon, and to the captive Jews t 
and foalt fee them, the captives; or rather the; 
and populous city of Babylon, its high walls, gates 
and towers, whofe deftruction is foretold in this 
book, and which might feem incredible. Abarbinel 


interprets it, of his looking into the book given . 


looked into till he came to Babylon: and fhalt 

all thefe words; not before the king of Babylon, 

his princes, and yet not privately to himielf; but 

in fome proper place, in the prefence of the cap- 

tive ‘ews, or the chief of them, convened for that 

purpofe. | ad 
¥.62. Then foalt thou fay, O Lord, 8c¢.).. Ac- 

knowledging this prophecy to be, of God; be- 

lieving the accomplifhment of it; and praying 

over it, and for it, like a good man, as doubt- 


him ; which he thinks was, not to. be hal rd 


‘lefs he was : thou haft (poken againft this place, the 


city of Babylon, where Seraiah is now fuppofed. to 
be: to cut it off, that none fhall remain im it,, neé- 
ther man, nor beaft, but that it foall be defolate. for 
ever ; this is the fubftance of the whole prophecy, 
that the deftruction of Babylon fhould. be an utter 
and a perpetual one; and which is expreffed in 
the fame words that are here ufed, ch. 1. 3, 13, 
26, 40. eh 

e 63. ae it foall be, when thou haft made an 
end of reading this book, &c.| To, the captive Fews ; 
and having alfo faid the show? beet encir 
prayer and approbation: that ‘hou fhalt bind a fone 
to it, and caft it into the midft of Euphrates; a river 
by which Babylon was fituated. The book. being 
read, was to be rolled up again, and then a ftone 
tied to it, and caft into the middle of the river, 
where the waters were deepeft, and from whence 
it could not be taken up ; and this was a fign con- 
firming the above prophecy ; compare with this 
what was done by a mighty angel concerning my- 
ftical Babylon, in which there is an allufion to this, 
Rev. XViii, 21. cure 

¥.64. And thou foalt fay, &c.] Not only ule 
the above fign and ceremony, but. explain. the 
meaning of it to tholejof his friends who mighs 
accompany him ; and what he faid was in the name 
of the Lord, as the form and manner in which 
the following words are delivered fhew: thus fha 
Babylon fink, and foall not rife from the evil that E 
will bring upon ber; as this book, with the fto; 
bound to it does, and fhall no more rife than 
can; the evil of punifhment brought on Babylow 
will fink her to fuch a degree, that the will never 
be able to bear up under it; but be fo deprefied 
by it, as never to rife to her former ftate and gran- 
deur any more: and they shall be weary; the inha 
bitants of it, to have no ftrength to refift their 
enemies ; or rather, fhall be fo weak as not to be 
able to ftand up under the weight and_preffure 
upon them, but fhall fink under it; or fhal 
themfelves in vain to preferve their city from ruin, 
or reftore it when ruined; fee ¥. 58. Thus fa 
are the words of Jeremiah that is, concerni 
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ch. xlvili. 47. for what Maimonides ™ fays, that | thus far are the prophetic words of Yeremiah; and 
tho’ Feremiab lived fome time after, yet ceafed to | fo the Targum, “ hitherto is the prophecy of the 
prophefy ; or that when he had finifhed his pro- | ‘* words of ¥eremiah ;” what follows in the next 
phecy concerning Babylon, he prophefied no more, | chapter being hiftorical; for there is no neceffity 
is not true; for it is certain, that many of his pro- | to conclude from hence, that that was wrote by any 
phecies were delivered out after the date of this, | other hand; either as many have thought by Azra, 
tho’ this is recorded laft: or the fenfe may be, | or by the men of the great fynagogue, as Abarbinel. 


* | Grek pe re 


HIS chapter contains the hiftory of the be- | part, and broke a folemn covenant made with him 
fieging, taking and deftroying of Feru/alem , by an oath, which was highly difpleafing to God, 
the moving caufe of it, the wicked reign of Ze- | and refented by him; the oath being made in his 
dekiah, ¥. 1, 2, 3. the inftruments of it, the king | name, and by one that profeffed to worfhip him : 
of Bablylen and his army, which befieged and took | this was an additional fin to thofe of the inhabi- 
it, ¥. 45 5, 6,7. into whofe hands the king of | tants of Fudab and Ferufalem, which provoked the 
Fudab, his fons, and the princes of Fudab fell; | Lord to anger. According to our verfion the fenfe 
and were very barbaroufly and cruelly ufed by | is, that becaufe of the anger of the Lord for the 
them, ¥. 8,9, 10, 11. Then follows an account | fins of the Yews, God fuffered Zedekiah to rebel 
of the burning of the temple, the king’s palace, | againft the king of Babylon, that fo he might be 
and the houfes in Feru/alem, and the breaking down | provoked to come againft them, and take ven- 
of the walls of it, ¥. 12, 13, 14. and of thofe that} geance on them; or for his former fins he fuffered 
were carried captive, and-of thofe that were left in} him to fall into this, to his own and his peoples 
the land by Nebuzaradan, y. 15,16. and of the] ruin. 
feveral veflels and valuable things in the temple, ¥. 4. And it came to pals in the ninth year of bis 
of gold, filver and brafs, it was plundered of, and | reign, &c.] Of Zedekiah’s reign: in the ‘tenth 
carried to Babylon, ¥. 1723. and of the murder | month, in the tenth day of the month; the month - 
of feveral perfons of dignity and character, ¥. 24, | Teber, which anfwers to part-of December, and part 
25, 26,27. and of the number of thofe that were | of Zanuary; hence the faft of the tenth month, on 
carried captive at three feveral times, ¥. 28, 29, 30. | account of the fiege of Ferufalem, Zech. viii. 19 : 
and the chapter is concluded with the exaltation of | that Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon came, he, and 
Feboiachim king of Fudab, and of the good treat-| all his army againft Ferufalem ; from whence it ap- 
ment he met with from the king of Babylon to the | pears, that he came in perfon with his army at firft 
day of his death, ¥. 31—34. to Ferufalem, but during the fiege, or fome part 
of it, retired to Riblah, perhaps upon the news 
y.1. Ledekiah was one and twenty years old when | of the king of Egypt’s coming to the affiftance of 
be began to reign, &c.] -Whofe name was Matta-| the Fews: and pitched againft it, or encamped a- 
niah ; and who was fet on the throne by the king | gainft it: and built forts againft it round about ; 
of Babylon, in the roony of his brother’s fon ¥e- | wooden towers, as Farchi and Kimchi explain it; 
boiachim, 2 Kings xxiv. 17, 18: and he reigned eleven | from whence they could fhoot their arrows, and 
years in Ferufalem; fo that he was thirty-two years | caft their ftones. 
of age when he was taken and carried captive into| yy. 5. So the city was befieged unto the eleventh year 
Babylon: and his mother’s name was Hamutal the | of king Zedekiab.| The fiege continued about 
daughter of Feremiah of Libuab, fee 2 Kings xxiv. | eighteen months; from the tenth day of the tenth 
18. month, ‘in the ninth of Zedekiah’s reign, to the 
y.2. And he did that which was evil in the eyes | ninth day of the fourth month, in the eleventh 
of the Lord, &c.] Tho’ we don’t read of any | year of his reign; as follows: . 
idolatry he was guilty of ; yet he was difobedient; y. 6. And in the fourth month, in the ninth day 
to the-word of the Lord, and did not humble him- | of the month, &c.]. The month Tammuz °, which 
felf before Feremiah the prophet of the Lord, that | anfwers to part of June, and part of uly; hence 
fpoke in his.name; and particularly he rebelled | the faft of the fourth month, for the taking of the 
againft the king of Badylon, and violated the oath | city, Zech. viii. 19 : the famine was fore in the city, 
he made to him, 2 Chron. xxxvi. 12, 13 : according | fo that there was no bread for the people of the land; 
to all that ‘Feboiakim had done an elder brother | for the common people; tho’ there might be fome 
of his, who reigned after Fofiah, and before Ye-| in the king’s palace, and in the houfes of princes 
hoiachim. and noblemen, and officers of the army; yet none 
y¥. 3. For thro’ the anger of the Lord it came to} for the foldiers, and the meaner fort of people; 
pals in Ferufalem and Fudab, &c.] Or, befides the | who therefore were difheartened and enfeebled, that 
anger of the Lord that was in, or againft Ferufalem| they could not defend the city, or hold out any 
and Fudab*, for their many fins and tranfgreffions| longer: the famine had been before this time, 
committed againft him: t// be had cajt them out} but was now increafed to a prodigious degree, fo 
from bis prefence,; out of the-land of Fudea, out} that the people had no bread to eat; fee ch, 
of Ferufalem, and the temple, where were the fym- | xxxviii. 9. 
bols of his prefence; fo the Targum, ‘* tillhe re-| | y. 7. Then the city was broken up, &c.] Either 
« moved: them from the land of the houfe of his | its gates were broke open, fome one or other of 
“ Shekinch;” or majelty: that .Zedekiah rebelled| them; or a breach was made in the walls of it, 
egainft the king of Babylon, ated a very perfidious | thro’ which the Chaldean army entered : and all the 
men 
® More Nevochiss, Par.2. ¢. 45: Vid. Kimchi in loc. 2 Ti? AN by ‘3 nam preter iram Jehove, 
que fuit contra Hierofolymam, Schmidt, ° T. Bab. Rofh Mafhanah, fol. 18.2. & Tanith, fol. 28. z. 
Vor-1, Ne. 21. 8 D 


‘ 


654 


men of war fled, the foldiers, with. their officers, 


not being able to ftand before the army of the king 
of Babylon’: aid went forth out of the city by night ; 
at which time very probably the attack was made, 
and the gates of the city forced open, or the walls 
broke down ; Yo/epbus ? fays, it was taken in the 
middle of the night : dy the way of the gate between 
the two walls, which was by the king’s garden, {ee 
the note on ch. xxxix. 4: now the Chaldeans were 
by the city round about ; as part of their army en- 
tered into it, the other part furrounded it; or how- 
ever, were placed at the gates and avenues all 
around,. that none might efcape : aad they went by 
the way of the plain; that is, the men of war or 
foldiers that fied, together with king Zedekiab, his 


family and princes ; fee ch. xxxix. 4. 


. ¥. 8. But thevarmy of the Chaldeans purfued after 

the king, 8&c.] Not finding him in his palace, and 
being. informed of his flight, and which way he 
took: azd overtook Zedekiah in the plains of Feri- 
cho; fee the note on ch. xxxix. 5: and all bis 
army was feattered from him, when they faw the 
enemy purfuing them, and near unto them, they 
left him, as Fofephus 4 fays, and fhifted for them- 


felves. 


x. 9. Then they took the king, 8c.] King Zede- 
kiah, being left alone, excepting fome few with 
him: «and carried him up unto the king of Babylon 
to Riblah in the land of Hamath; which is fup- 
pofed to be Antioch in Syria y where he gave judg- 
ment upon him; or, fpake with him judgments" ; 
chid and reproached him for his perfidy and in- 
gratitude ; expoftulated and reafoned with him 
upon this fubject, expofing his iniquity ; and then 
paffed fentence upon him, which was after exe- 


cuted; fee the note on ch. Xxxix. 5, 


¥. 10. And the king of Babylon flew the fons of 
Zedekiah before bis eyes, &c.| Or however ordered 


them to be flain; fee the note on ch, xxxix. 6: 
he flew alfo all the princes of Fudab in Riblab, who, 
together with the king’s fons, were taken with 
him ; or however, were taken in Yerufalem, and 
brought to Ridlzh; which of them is not certain, 
very probably ‘the former. 4 

vy. 11, Then he put out the eyes of Zedekiah, &c.| 
After he had feen his children and princes exe- 
euted, which muit be very terrible to him); fee the 
note on ch. xxxix. 7: and the king of Babylon 
bound him in chains, and carried him to Babylon; in 
chy xxxkix. 7. it 8 faidy he bound him, éo carry 
him there; here it is affirmed he did carry him 
thither : and ’tis added, aad put bim in prifon. till 
the day of bis death, from this place only we 
learn; that king Zedekiah was put into. a prifon, 
and died a prifoner. 


. ¥. 12. Now in the fifth month, in the tenth day \ 


of the wionth, &c.} Hence the faft of the. fifth 
month, .for the burning of the city, which was 
the month 4, and anfwers to part of Ful, and 
part of Aaguft, Zech. viii. rq : which was the nine- 
teenth year of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon; that 
is, the nineteenth year of his reign; who reigned 
in all forty-three years, according to Ptolemy’s ca- 
non: came Nebuzaradan captain of the guard, which 


ferved the king of Babylon, into Ferufalem ; ot, ftood 


before the king of Babylon*; miniftred to him, was 
a fervant of his, the provoft-marfhal, or chief mar- 
Pr Antiqu. 1. 20. c. 8. §. 2. Ed. Hudfon. 4 Ibid. 
Schmidt. So Cocceius. 
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thal ;. he was fent, and. came from Rib/ab, to Feru- 
falem, with a commiffion to burn the city, In the 
2 Kiags xxv. 8. it is faid to be on the feventh day 
of the fifth month that he came thither, here on 
the tenth day; which difficulty may be folved,. 
without fuppofing different copies, or any error = 
he might fet out from Rid/eb on the feventh day,. 
and come to Yerufalem on the tenth; or he might 
come thither on the feventh, and not fet to 
the city till the tenth; or if he fet fire to , 
the feventh, it might be burning to the tenth, be— 
fore it was wholly confumed. The Yews* account 
for it thus, ‘* ftrangers’entered into the’ cy 
“* and eat in it, and defiled it, the feventhoahd 


/** eighth days; and on the ninth,. towards dark, 


** they fet fire to it; and it burned and continued 
‘* all that whole day, as ‘it is faid, Fer. viiiy.” 
R. Fobanan was faying, if & had been in that ge- 
neration, I fhould have fixed on that day, for the 
greateft part of the temple was burnt on that’ day. 
The authors of the Univerfal Hiftory fay *, it was. 
on Wednefday the 11th of the 4th month,»anfwer- 
ing to our 27th of Fuly; but according to the ex- 
prefs words of the text, the city was broke'up on 
the ninth of the fourth month, and burnt on the 
tenth day of the fifth month; and which was; ‘ac- 
cording to bifhop Uber”, the 27th of Auguft,°on 
a fabbath-day, and in the year of the world 3416, 
and before Chrift 588 ; and is placed by them:in 
the fame years ; and by Mr. Whiffon* in 589 5 ‘and 
by Mr. Bedford» in the year 587. ‘This was a 
month after the taking of the city. 16g 

¥. 13. And burnt the honfe of the Lord, &e.} 
The temple built by Solomon, afterit had ftood 
four hundred and feventy years, fix months, and 
ten days, according to Fofephus*; but the Jews 
fay it ftood but 410 years*: and the king’s houfe; 
thé royal palace, probably that which was built-by 
Solomon, 1 Kings vii..1 : and all the-boufes of Feru- 
falem of any note or ftrength : and all the houfes 
of the great men burnt he with fire; of the princes. 
and nobles in Ferufalems it is in the fingular’num- 
ber, and every boufe of the great one; Or, every great 
houfe* ; Farchi interprets it of the fynagogues, 
where prayer was magnified ; and others, «he fays, 


"was 

magnified. * DB 
v.14. And all the army of the Chaldeans, that 
were with the captain of the guard, 8c.) Which he 


}brought with him from Ridl/ab, or were left ‘at 


Serufalem by thofe that purfued after Zedekiab when 
the city was taken, which the captain of the guard 
now had the-command of: Jdroke down a tbe 
walls of Ferufalem round about, fee the note on*ch. 

y. 15. Fhen Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard, 
carried away captive certain of the poor of the people, 
&c.] That is, of the city, as’ diftin& fromthe 
poor of thé land of Fudea hé left, afterwards ob- 
ferved: and the réfidue of the people that remained in 
the city; that died not by the fword or famine, and 
fled not pombe : or, even the refidue of the 
people; and fo are the fame with the poor’ people 
in the former claufe ; tho’ Kimchi ci iuiea ae 
“© fome of the poor of the people. he 


“S tive, and fome of them he left:” and th that 
Sell away, that fell to the king of Babylon 


t fell 
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off from the Fews, and furrendered tothe king of 


Babylon during the fiege ; or that voluntarily came: 


in;,and put themfelves into the hands-ef the cap- 
tain of the guard: end the reft of the multitude , of 
the people, both in city and country. 
v.16. But Nebuzaradan the capiain-of the guard 
deft certain of the poar of the land, &c.| Of the land 
of Fudea, who lived in the, country, and had not 
been concerned. in defending the city againft, the 
Chaldeans: for vine-dreffers, and for bhufbandmen , 
to look after the vineyards and fields, and drefs and 
_ manure them, that the king of Badylon might re- 
_- ‘cerve fome advantage by the conqueft he had made; 
~ fee the note on ch. xxxix. 10. 
chelke a7. Alfo the pillars of brafs that were in the 
houfe of the Lord, &c.| . The two pillars in the 
temple, called Yachin and Boaz, which were made 
of caft brafs, 1 Kings vii. 15: and the bafes ; which 
were in number ten, and which were alfo made of 
caft brafs, and were all of one meafure and fize ; 
»and on which the ten lavers.of brafs were fet, five 
on the right fide, and five on the left fide of the 
houfe, 1 Kings vii. 27, 375 385 39: and the brazen 
fea that was in the houfe of the Lord; called the 
molten fea; a fea, becaufe of the large quantity of 
water it held; and brazen and molten, becaufe 
made of molten brafs, 1 Kiags vii. 23: the Chal- 
deans broke, and carried. all the brafs of them to Ba- 
dylon ,; they broke them to pieces, that they might 
carry them the more eafily.. This account is given, 
and which is continued in fome following verfes, 
partly to fhew the accomplifhment of the prophecy 
of Feremiah, ch. xxvii. 19. and partly to fhew, 
that what was left in the temple at the former cap- 
tivities of Feboiakim and Feconiah, were now carried 
clear off, 

y. 18. Lhe cauldrons alfo, &c.] Or pots, as it 
is rendered, 2 Kings xxv. 14. which were made of 
bright brafs,.1 Kings vii. 45. thefe, were ufed to 
boil the flefh.of the facrifices in: and the shovels ; 
ufed to remove the afhes from off the altar of 
burnt-offerings, and were of brafs alfo: the Zar- 
guim renders them .defoms, whofe handles perhaps 
were of brafs: and the fnuffers ; the Vulgate Latin 
tranflates it p/alteries ; and fo Farchi interprets it 
of mufical inftruments; fome think songs are meant: 
and the bowls; or bafons ; either to drink out of, 
or to receive the blood of the facrifice :. and the 
jpoons 5 ladles, cups, or difhes, veflels ufed about 
the facrifices : and all the veffels.of brafs wherewith 
they mimifired, that is, the priefts, in the. temple : 
took they away ; the Chaldeans took them away. 

_ ye 1g» And the bafons, &c.J, Or bowls; thefe 
are omitted, .2 Kings xxv.15. they, were of gold, 
1 Kings vii. 50: aud the fire-paus, or cenfers; thefe 
were thofe of gold, which belonged to the golden 
altar, 1, Kings viiv 50 :.,.and, the. bowls or bafons ; 
there, were a hundred of them.made of gold; 2 
Chron. iv. 8: and the cauldrons 3 or pots; thefe are 
not mentioned, 2: Kings xxv. 15.. what.they thould 
be, that were either of gold or. filver,; cannot ‘be 
faid.: end. the.candlefticks 3 of which there were ten 
in number, made.of pure gold, five on the right 
fide, and‘ five on the wleft,..before the, oracle, 
1 Kings vii. 49: and the, fpoons.; which were alfo 
of gold, 1 Kings vii. 50: and the cups; the word 
js gendered dawls, to, cover. withal, Exod. xxv. 
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according to Farchi, thefe were little golden forks, 
upon which they placed the fhew-bread, to keep 
it from moulding ; according to the Mi/na<, there 
were four of them: shat which was of gold, in gold, 
and that which was of filver, in filver, took the cap- 
tain of the guard away, that is, every thing that 
was of gold.or filver he took away; the golden 
things by themfelves, and the filver things by 
themfelves, as fome think.) . 

¥. 20. The two pillars, one fea, and twelve brazen 
bulls, &c.] The two pillars of Sachin and Bonz 
before-mentioned, and the molten or brazen fea, 
with the twelve bulls. or oxen the fea ftood upon, 
t Kings vii. 25: that were under the bafes; or by 
the bafes, as Farchi; or rather, that were infead of 
bafes* , for the twelve oxen were the bafes on 
which the molten. fea ftood: which king Solomon 
had made in the houfe of the Lord; this. is. men- 
tioned to fhow, that thefe were the felf-fame. pil- 
lars, fea, and oxen, and, other veffels, that Solomon 
made, that. were now carried away ; for tho’? Abaz 
took down the fea from off the brazen oxen, and 
put it on a pavement of ftones, yet it feems. not 
to have been deftroyed; and might be reftored to 
its proper place by Hezekiah, or fome other prince : 
the brafs of all thefe veffels was without weight 
there was no weight fufficient to weigh them; the 
weight of them could not very well be told; they 
were fo heavy, that in Solomon’s time the: weight 
of them was. not taken, when they were placed in 
the temple, fo neither when they were taken away, 
1 Kings vii..47. 
_ ¥. 21. And concerning the pillars, the height of 
one pillar was eighteen cubits, &c.] As in 1 Kings 
vii. 15. faid to be thirty-five, 2 Chron, iii. 15. 0f 
the reconciliation of which, fee the note there: and 
@ fillet of twelve cubits did compafs it; a thread or 
line of that meafure encompafied each of the pil- 
lars, 1 Kings.vii. 15: and the thickne/s thereof was 
four fingers , either of the pillar, or the fillet about 
it; that.is, the brafs of it was four fingers thick: 
it was hollow ; that is, the pillar was hollow. 

¥. 22. And a chapiter of brafs was upon it, &c.] 
Or a coronet of brafs, of molten: bra{s, was: fer 
upon the, top of the pillar:..and the height of one 
chapiter was five cubits; asin 1 Kings viie 16.) but 
in 2 Kings, xxv. 17. the height is faid to be but 
three cubits; which is reconciled by the Fewi/b 
Rabdins thus, the three fuperior cubits of it were 
with ornaments, the two inferior without any ; 
the whole together was. five cubits; but, as orna- 
mented, only three :, with met-work, and pomegra- 
nates upon the chapiters round about, all of .brafs ; 
the nets were of chequer-work, and -wreaths of 
chain-work, and there were feven of them to each 
chapiter, 1 Kings vii. 17: the fecond-pillar alfo, and 
the pomegranates were like unto thefe ; one pillar was 
exactly like the other, and the ornaments of it the 
fame. 

¥. 23. nd there were ninety and fix pomegranates 
on a fide, &c.|] Or, to the wind‘; to the four 
winds ; towards every corner or wind twenty-four, 
which make up ninety-fix: and all the pomegranates 
upon the net-work were an hundred round about ; 
four, ftanding upon the four angles, made the 
ninety-fix an hundred ; in 1 Kings vii. 20. they are 
faid to -be,two hundred; and in.2,Chrom iv. 13. 


.29. it was fome kind of inftrument or veffel ufed | are faid to be four hundred upon the two wreaths ; 


about the fhew-bread-table, made of pure gold; 
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rows of them on each pillar, in every row wete a tives at thefe feveral times, in 


hundred, which made two hundred in one pillar, 
and four hundred in both. Thefe were the things 
in the temple carried away in the laft captivity. 
y¥. 24. And the captain of the guard took Seraiab 
the chief prief, &c.) That is, out of the temple, 
where he was miniftring, or fled for fafety ; this 
is fuppofed to be the father of Ezra, 1 Chron. vi. 
14. Ezra vii. 1: and Zephaniah the fecond prieft; 
or deputy-prieft; the Jagan of the priefts, as the 
Targum calls him, who was deputed to minifter 
for the high-prieft, in cafe any thing happened 
which hindered him from officiating ; fuch an one 
there always was in later times on the day of atone- 
ment, as appears from the Mifna‘; this man is 
thought to be the fame with Zephaniah the fon of 
Meaajeiah the prieft, ch. xxi. 1. and xxix. 25: and 
the three keepers of the door; that is, of the temple. 
The Targum calls them, three Amarcalin, who had, 
as ‘Jarchi fays, the keys of the court committed 
to them The number feems better to agree with 
the Gizbarim or treafurers; of whom, it is faid, 
they never appoint lefs than three treafurers, and 
feven Amarcalin *. 
¥. 25. He tock alfo out of the city an eunuch, 
which had the charge of the men of war, &c.|' The 
mutter-mafter-general of the army : and feven men 
of them which were near the king’s perfon, or, faw 
the face of the king, or rather, made to fee his 
face»; thefe were minifters of ftate, who were al- 
ways ‘at court, and affifted in councils of ftate, and 
introduced perfons into the king’s prefence ; in 
2 Kings xxv. 19. they are faid to be but frve; but 
Fofephus* has feven, as here; perhaps two of them 
were of lefs note, and fo not reckoned, as Farchi 
obferves: fome will have it, that the two fcribes 
of the judges are left out; but others more pro- 
bably, Jeremiah and Baruch, who were firft taken, 
and afterwards difmifled: and the principal {cribe 
of the hoft, who muftered the people of the land; 
or the fcribe of the prince of the army, as the 
Targum; the general’s fecretary : and threefcore men 
of the people of the land that were found in the midft 
of the city; perfons of prime note, who, upon the 
invafion, betook themfelves from the country to 
the city of Feru/alem with their effects, and to de- 
fend it. ‘ofephus * calls them, rulers or gover- 
nors. 
¥. 26. So Nebuzaradan captain of the guard took 
thei, &c.] In the city, and made them captives : 
and brought them to the king of Babylon to Riblab ; 
to know his mind concerning them; how they 
fhould be difpofed of; and for him to pafs fen- 
tence on them; as he had done on the king of 
Fudab, his fons, and his princes, in the fame 
place. 
y¥. 247. And the king of Babylon {mote them, 8c.] 
Or ordered them to be {mitten with the*fword ; to 
have their heads cut off, according to Fofephus? : 
and put them to death in Riblab, in the land of Ha- 
math; thefe being fuch, no-deubt, who obftinately 
defended the city, and perfuaded the prince and 
people not to furrender the city into the hand of 
the Chaldeans , and therefore were put to death in 
colt blood : thus Judah was carried away captive 
out of his own land; at different ‘times, of which 
this was the completion; and of which a-particular 
account is given, even of-the number of the cap- 
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the three following 

verfes. tes 

¥. 28. This is the people whom Nebuchadnezzar 
carried‘away captive in the feventh year, &c.] That 
is, of his reign: in 2 Kings xxiv. 12. it is faid te 
be in the eighth year of his reign; it be 
the latter end of the feventh, and the beginnir 
the eighth, as Kimchi obferves ; this was the ¢ 
tivity of ‘fecaniah : the number of the captives t 
were, three thoufand Fews, and three and twenty, 
but in 2 Kings xxiv. 14. they are faid to be ten 
thoufand; which may be reconciled thus, there 
were three thoufand twenty and three of the tribe 
of Fudah, here called Fews; and the reft were of 
the tribe of Benjamin, and of the ten tribes that 
were mixed among them; fee 2 Kings xxiv. 16. — 

¥. 29. In the eighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar, 
&c.] Said to be the nineteenth, ¥. 12. it was at 
the end of the eighteenth, and the beginning of 
the nineteenth, as Kimchi; or this was before the 
taking of the city, when he raifed the fiege, and 
departed to meet the king of Egypt, at which time 
he might carry captive many, as here faid: be 
carried away captive from Ferufalem, eight hundred. 
thirty and two perfons, which is more likely to be 
then done, than at the taking of the city; when, 
it is very probable, a greater number was carried 
captive, which are not here taken notice of. 

¥. 30. In the three and twentieth year of Nebtm 
chadnezzar, &c.| In this year of his reign, the 
Yews fay ™, Tyre was delivered into his hands ; and 
he carried off the Jews in Moab, Ammon, and the 
neighbouring nations, to the number after-men- 
tioned ; tho’ fome think thefe were the poor peo- 
ple of the land he took. from thence, . after the 
murder of Gedaliah, and in revenge of that: Ne- 
buzaradan captain of the guard carried away captive 
of the Fews, feven hundred forty and five perfons + 
all which being put together, make the followin 
fum : all the perfons were four thoufand and fix bun- 
dred ; this is the fum total of the three mentioned. 
captivities. : 

¥. 31. And it came to pafs in the feven and thire 
tieth year of the captivity of Feboiachim king of Fu- 
dab, &c.| He was eighteen years of age when he 
was carried captive ; fo that he muft be now fifty- 
five years old; fee 2 Kings xxiv. 8: in the twelfth 
month, in the five and twentieth day of the month; 
the month Adar, which anfwers to part of Fe-. 
bruary, and part of March: in the 2 Kings xxv. 
27. the favour fhown by the king of Babylon to 
Feconiah, after related, is faid to be in the swenty- 
Jeventh day of the month ; it might have been de- 
termined and notified on the 25th, but not exe- 
cuted till the 27th; or it might be begun to be 
put in execution on the 25th, and not finithed till 
the 27th. The ews, in their Chronicle, fay », that 
Nebuchadnezzar died on the 25th, and was buried ; 
that on the 26th, Evé/-merodach took him out of his 
grave, and dragged him about, to abolith his decrees, 
and to confirm what is faid of him in Jf xiv. 19, 
and on the 27th he brought Yeconiah out of prifon ; — 
but this is no reconciliation at all; the former is 
beft. That Lvil-merodach king of Babylon, in the 
firft year of bis reign, who fuceeeded Nebuchadnez- 
zar, having reigned forty-three years; this king is 
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by Berofus*, as here: his proper name was Mere- the particular refpect the king of Babylon had for 
dach, a name of one of the Chaldean idols, ch. 1.|him. | 
2. Evil wasa nick-name, whieh fignifies foolif>;) y. 33. And changed his prifon-garments, 8«c.} 
he was called foolith Meredach, on account of his | Which were filthy, and of an ill fmell; and put 
ill conduct, or bad life: as foon as he came to the jon him raiment more comfortable, as well as more 
throne, he lifted up the head of Feboiachim king of honourable, and fuitable to his dignity, and more 
Judah, and brought bim forth out of prifon, that is, | fit to appear in, in the prefence of the king and 
he changed his condition for the better ; he raifed |his court: and he did continually edt bread before 
him out of a low eftate to a more honourable one; | him all the days of bis life; either at the fame table 
he brought him out of a ftate of imprifonment and | with the king; or at another near him, in his fight, 
mifery into a ftate of liberty and honour; what |in the fame apartment ; though the former feems 
was the teafon of this, is not eafy to-fay. The} more likely; and this he did as long as he lived ; 
Fews have a tradition, that Nebuchadnezzar, after | either Eval-merodach, or rather Feconiah ; tho’ per- 
jeven years madnefs, coming to himfelf, and to | haps they both died much about the fame time. 
his kingdom, and underftanding that his fon Zvi/-| All this was done about the year of the world 
merodach had been guilty of male-adminiftration | 3444, and about 560 years before Chrift, according 
during that time, and particularly that he rejoiced | to Bifhop Ufeer * and Mr. Bedfcrd*; the authors of 
at his madnefs, caft him into prifon, where he con-| the Univerfal Hiftory™ place it a year earlier. 
traéted a friendthip with Feconiah , and when he| ¥. 34. dnd for bis diet, there was a continual dict 
came to the throne, upon the death of his father, | given him of the king of Babylon, &c.] This feems 
releafed him: but others think, that Yeconiah be- |to defign not food only, and for himfelf, which 
ing a comely young man,’ when he was brought a he had daily at the king’s table, but all neceffary 
captive to Zadylon, and about the age of this prince; | provifions for himfelf, family, and fervants : every 
he took a liking to him, and pitying his cafe, |day a portion, until the day of bis death, all the days 
thewed him this favour, as foon'as he had‘an op-| of bis life; that is, of Feconiab’s; how long he 
portunity. lived after this is not known; he was now iifty- 
y. 32. And fpake kindly unto him, &c.| Ufed| five years of age, and cannot be thought to have 
him with great familiarity, treated him with great | lived a great while after, having been imprifoned 
reipect : or, fpake good things to bim*, comforted | fo many years; and it is certain he did not live to 
him in his captive ftate, and promifed him many} the return from the captivity. Of the death of 
faveurs ; and was as good as his word : and fet his | Zedekiab we have no account, only that he died 
throne above the throne of the kings that were with|\in prifon. The Fews fay *, he died at this very 
bim in Babylon, thefe kings were either petty-kings | time, when Feconiah was advanced... The account 
over the feveral provinces that belonged to the| here given of Fecomab, has led fome. to conclude, 
Chaldean monarchy, that were occafionally at Ba- that this chapter was not written by Feremiah; fince 
bylon; or rather, the kings Nebuchadnezzar had | it cannot be well thought he fhould live fo long, 
conquered, and taken captive, as Feboiachim, fuch|as to the death of this prince; and befides, had 
as the kings of Moab, Ammon, Edom, &c. thefe, | given an account of the deftruction of Feru/elem in 
notwithftanding they were captives, had thrones | the xxxixth chapter, which he would hardly repeat; 
of ftate, partly in confideration of their former tho’ that he might do, partly for the fake of new 
dignity, and partly for the glory of the Babylonifh circumitances here added , and partly as an intro- 
monarch; now Yehbviachim’s throne was higher, | duction to the book of the Lamentations, which 
and more grand and ftately than the reft, to fhow ‘follows. 
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TL HIS book very properly follows the pro- 
yi phecy of Feremiah, not only becaufe wrote 
by him, but becaufe of the fubject-matter 
of it, the deplorable cafe’ of the Yews upon the 
deftru€tion of their city; and has been reckoned 
indeed as making one book with it; fo dean Pri- 
_deaux * fappofes, it was reckoned. by Fo/ephus °, ac- 
‘cording to the number of the books of the Old 
Teffament, which he gives ; but it does not ftand 
inthis order in all printed Hebrew Bibles, efpecially 
* ,.in thofe publifhed by the Fews ; where it is placed 
“ifi the He#iographa, and among the five Megilloth , 
or with the books of Ruth, Eber, Ecclefiajtes, and 
Solomon’s fong, read at their feftivals, as this on 
their public faft, on the ninth of 4d, for the de- 
ftruétion of their city ; becaufe they fancy it was 
not written by the gift of prophecy, but by the 
oly Ghoft, between which they make a diftinc- 
tion ; and therefore remove it from the prophets ; 
but this is the moft natural place for it. . It is 
fometimes called by the Fews, Echa, from the firft 
word of it, which fignifies bow; and fometimes 
Kinoth, Lamentations, from the fubject of it; and 
fo by the Septuagint verfion, Threni, which fignifies 
thé fame; and which is followed by the Vulgate 
Latin, and others, and by us. That Jeremiah was 
the writer of it, is not queftioned; nor is the di- 
vine authority of it doubted of. The precife place 
_ and time where and when he wrote it, is not cer- 
tain: fome fay he wrote it in a cave or den near 
Ferufelem, and Adrichomius *‘ makes mention of a 
place, called, ‘* the prophet Feremiah’s pit, where 
‘< he fat in the bitternefs of his foul, grieving and 
<¢ weeping; and lamented, and defcribed the de- 
* ftruction of Ferufalem made by the Chaldeans, in 
‘* a four-fold alphabet in metre; where Helena the 
** emprefs, according to Nicephorus, built fome 
wonderful works;” but it rather feems that 
he wrote thefe Lamentations after he was car- 
ried away with the reft of the captives to Ramah, 
and difmiffed to Mizpah, at one or other of thefe 
places. It is wrote: in Hebrew metre, tho’ now 
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HIS chapter contains a complaint of the 

miferies of the city of Ferufalem, and the 
nation of the Fews; firft by the prophet Jeremiah, 
then by the Fewi/b people ; and is concluded with 
a prayer of theirs. ‘The prophet deplores the ftate 
of the city, now depopulated and become tributary, 
which had been full of people, and ruled over 
others ; but now in a very mournful condition, and 
forfaken and ill ufed by her lovers, and friends 
turned her enemies, ¥. 1, 2. and next the ftate of 
the whole nation ; being carried captive for their 
fins among the heathens-; having no reft, being 
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‘beauty departed; her fabbaths.mocked; her x 


> Contr. Apion Lt. §.8. 
© Antig. J. 10+,6.5+5§: ts 


fis Br Mes 43579 20503 
Re Ay yhiw ssi, 
ammeETEMATELNS TENET OSES 
ine sa ot 
‘Ard aii 
usinsisigs) 
eyirnoD OF 
ei boo 
lis gtr 
ot basics 


little underftood ; and the firft four chapters in an 


alphabetical manner ; every verfe beginning in, or-. 
der with the letters of the alphabet ; and in the 
third chapter it is done three times over; three 
verfes together beginning with the fame letter: this 
feems to,be done to make it more agreeable, and 
to help the memory. ‘archi thinks that this. is 
the fame book, which having been public y read 
by Baruch, was cut to pieces by king Feboigki 
ita caft into the fire riper burnt, hie 
fifted of chapters i, ii, iy. and to which was after- 
wards added ch. iii, but it is without any reafon or 
foundation; fecing that contained all eremiah’s pro- 
phecies, not only againft [rae and Fudab, but. 
againft all the nations, Yer. xxxii. 2. which this 
book has nothing of ; ner even the words, ahs 
are particularly jaid to be in that, refpectin Pal 
deftruction of Ferufalem by the king of Babylon: 
¥.29. Fofephus * feems to have been of opinion, 
that this book of Lamentations was written by Fe- 
remy on account of the death of Fofab, 2 Chron, 
Xxxv. 25. and in which he is followed by many, 
but the lamentation made in this book is wR go, 
a fingle perfop only, but for a city, and even for. 
the whole nation of the ews; nor is there any 
thing fuitable to Yofab, and his cafe; what feems_ 
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fortable hope that God will be merciful to’them, — 

and reftore them again to their former privileges, . 

for which the prophet prays. The introduétion — 
to it, in the Septuagint, Vulgate Eatin and Arabic 
verfions is, ‘* and it came to pafs after Irae] was _ 
“¢ carried captive, and Ferufalem laid wafte, Fere-_, 
“ miab fat weeping, and delivered out this lamen- 
“¢ tation over Feru/alem and faid,” what follows, 
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overtaken by their perfecutors, ¥. 3. but what, m 
moft of all afflicted him was the ftate of Ziom3:_ 
her ways mourning; her folemn feafls neglected; - 
her gates defolate; her priefts fighing, and vi 
gins afflicted ; her adverfaries profperous ; | 


kednefs feen; and all her pleafant things i 
fanctuary feized on by the adverfary ; and all this. 
becaufe of her many tranfgreffions, grievous fins, ~ 
and great pollution and vilenefs, which are con- 
feffed, ¥. 4, 5, 6, 7,8, 9,10, 11. then the people 
themfelves, or the prophet perfonating them, la- ~ 

| agile?  Mnigpiet 


I 


—-- 


© Theatrum Terre Sane, p.174. N°, 224.00 


tas 


Chiv1—3. LAMENTATIONS 


ment their cafe, and call upon others to fympa- | 


thize with them, y. 12. obferving the fad defola- 
tion-made’ by the hand of the Lord upon them 
for their iniquities, ¥. 13, 14, 15. on account of 
which great forrow is exprefied; and their cafe is 
reprefented as the more diftreffing, that they had 
no comfoftér, x. 16, 17. then follows a prayer. to 
God, in which his righteoufnef$ in doing or fuffer- 
ing all this is acknowledged,. and mercy is in- 
treated for themfelves, and judgments on their 
enemies, ¥. 18, 19, 20, 21, 22. 


¥. 1. How doth the city fit folitary, that was 
full of people! &c.| .Thefe are the words of Fe- 
remiab; fo the Targum introduces them, ‘* Fere- 
«¢ “miah the prophet and high-prieft faid ;” and be- 
thus, ows not enquiring the reafons of this 
iftrefs and ruin; but as amazed and aftonifhed at 
it; and commiferating the fad cafe-of the city of 
Ferufalem, which a little time ago was exceeding 
populous; had thoufands of inhabitants in it; be- 
fides thofe that came from other parts to fee it, or 
trade with it; and efpecially when the king of Ba- 
bylow had invaded the land, which drove vaft num- 
bers to Ferufalem for fafety ; and which was the 
éafe afterwards when, befieged by the Romans; at 
which time, as.Fo/epbus ‘ relates, there were eleven 
hundred thoufartd perfons; and very. probably a 
like number was in it before the deftruction of it 
by the Chaldeans, who all perifhed thro’ famine, 
peftilence and the {word; or were carried captive ; 
or made their efcape; fo that the city, as was fore- 
told it fhould, camé to be without any inhabitant ; 
and therefore is reprefented as /itting, which is the 
pofture of mourners; and as /olitary, or alone *, 
like a menftruous woman in her feparation, to which 
it is compared ¥. 17. or as a leper removed from 
the fociety of men; fo the Targum, ‘* as a man 
«* that has the plague of leprofy on his flefh, that 
« dwells alone ;” or rather, as a woman deprived 
of her hufband and children; as follows: how zs 
foe become as a widow! her king that was her head 
and hufband being taken from her, and carried 
captive ; and God ‘who was the hufband alfo of 
the ‘Fewi/h people having departed from them, and 
fo left in a ftate of widowhood. archi" obferves, 
that it is not faid a widow fimply, but as a widow, 
becaufe her hufband would not return again; and 
therefore only during this. ftate of captivity fhe 
was like one; but Broughton takes the Cap not to 
be a note of fimilitude, but of reality; and ren- 
ders it, /he is become a very widow. Vefpafian, when 
he had conquered Yudea, ftruck a medal, on one 
fide of which was a woman fitting under a palm- 
tree in a plaintive and penfive pofture, with this 
infcription, Fudea Capta, as Grotius oblerves: jhe 
that was great among the nations, and princefs among 
ike provinces, how is foe become tributary! that ruled 
over many nations, having fubdued them, and to 
whorn they paid tribute, as the Philfines, Moab- 
ites, Syrians and Edomiies, in the times, of David 
and Solomon ; but fince obliged to pay tribute her- 
felf, firft to Pharaoh Necho king of Egypt, then to 
the king of Babylon in the times of Fehotakim, and 
laf of all in the times of Zedekiah ; fo the Tar- 
guia, “ the that was great among the people, and 
** ruled over the provinces that paid tribute to 
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** her, returns to be deprefled; and after this to 
<* ive, tribuse-te-the mis” re—se ee mee 
¥. 2. She weepeth fore in the might, &c.] Or, 
weeping weeps '; two weepings, one for the firft, the 
other for the fecond temple * ; and whilft others are 
taking their fleep and reft; avfeafon fit for mourn- 


ers, when they can give their grief.the greater 


vent, without any interruption from others; and 


it being now a night of affliction with-her, which 
occafioned this fore weeping. archi obferves, that 
it was in the night that the temple was burnt: and 
her tears are on her cheeks; continue there, being . 
always flowing, and never wholly dried up ;, which 


fhews how great her grief was, and that her-weep- 
ing was without intermiffion; or otherwife tears 
don’t lie long, but are foon dried up, or .wiped 
off: among all ber lovers fhe bath none to comfort 


her, as the Affyrians formerly were, Ezek. xxiii. 53 


9,12. and more lately the Egyptians her allies and, 
confederates, in whom fhe truited ; but thefe gave 


her no, affiftanee; nor yielded her any relief. in her 


diftrefs ; nor fo much as fpoke one word of ,com- 
fort to her: all ber friends bave dealt treacheroufly 
with ber, they are become her enemies ;-thofe who 
pretended great friendthip to her, and were in ftrict 
alliance with her, aéted the treacherous part, and 
withdrew from her, leaving her to the common 
enemy} and not only fo, bur behaved towards her 
in an hoftile manner themfelves ; for ¢he children of 
Nopbh and Tabapanes, places in Egypt confederate 
with the Jews, are faid to have broken the crown 
of their bead, Fer. ii, 16. The Targum interprets 
the. /overs, of the idols the loved to follow, who 
now could be of no ule unto her by way of com- 
fort. . 

¥. 3. Fudab is gone into captivity, &c,| Not 
only ‘Yerufalem the metropolis of udea was de- 
ftroyed, but the whole country was ravaged, and 
the inhabitants of it carried captive into Babylon: 
becaufe of affiittion, and becaufe of great fervitude ; 
becaufe of their fins in oppreffing and aflicting 
their poor brethren, and retaining them in a ftate 
of bondage after their feven years. fervitude, con- 
trary to the law of God; tor which they were 
threatened with captivity, Jer. xxxiv. 13—22. fo 
the Targum, ‘* the houle of Fudeh went into cap- 
‘¢ tivity, becatfe they afflicted the fatherlefs and 
“¢ the widows; and becaufe of the multitude of 
‘¢ fervice which they caufed their brethren the chil- 
‘¢ dren of J/rael to ferve, who, were, fold unto 
“¢ them; and they did not proclaim liberty to their 
«© fervants and maidens, who were of the ieed of 
‘© Tfraels” or, thro’ affliction, and thro’ great fer-— 
vitude'; that is, thro’ the affliction and fervitude 
they fuffered by the Chaldeans, into whofe hands 


‘they fell; tho’ fome underftand it of the Jews, 


who, to efcape the affliction and fervitude of the. 
Chaldeans, went into a kind of voluntary captivity, 
fleeing to the countries of Moab, Ammon and Edom, 
during the fiege of Ferufalem by the Chaldeans , 
fee Fer. xl. 11, 12: fhe dwelleth'among the heathen, 


| the uncircumeifed and the unclean ; and fo was de- 


prived of both her civil and religious liberties ; 
having no opportunity of worfhipping God, and 
enjoying him in his courts, as formerly ; and which 
muft be very uncomfortable living, efpecially to 


thofe who were truly gracious: jhe jindeth no refi. 
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The Targim adds, ‘ becaufe ofthe hard fervice 
‘<-to which’ they fubjeéted her ;”° fhe found’ no 
natural refty being ‘carried from place to place ; 
nor «civil elt, being kept in hatd bondage ;, nor 
fpiritual reft, being deprived of the worfhip and 
ordinances’ of God} and being confcious of her 
fins, which had brought all this Pmifery on her: all 
ber perfecutors overtook her between the firaits ; hav- 
ing. hunted her as-men’ hunt wild beafts, and get 
them into fome ftrait and difficult place, and then 
feize on them. ‘The'Yergum interprets it, between 
the borders; or between ‘the hedges, as Ben Me- 
lech; and fo Yerchi, of the borders of a field and 
vineyard; and of a ditch on the one fide and the 
other, that there is no room to efcape; and who 
makes mention of a Midra/b, that explains it not 
of place but time, between the feventeenth day of 
Tammuz, and the ninth of 44; fee Fer. lit. 7. 8. 
¥.4. Lhe ways of Zion do mourn, &c.| Being 
unoccupied, as in Jude. v. 6. or unfrequented : 
this is {aid by a rhetorical figare ; as ways may be 
faid to rejoice, or took: pleafant and chear ful, when 
there are many pafiengers in them going to and 
fro; fo they may be faid to miourn, or to look 
dallvand melancholy, when no perfon is met with, 
orifeen in’them; thus ‘Yern{elem and the temple 
being deftroyed; ways which led from the one 
to.the other;*and in which ufed to be feen great 
numbers ‘going up tothe worfhip ef God, which 
was pleafant to behold, Pf xlii. 4. now not one 
walking in them, and all over-grown with grafs ; 
and thof roads which led from the feveral parts 
of the land to Ferufalem, whither the ten tribes 
went up to worfhip three times.in the year, and 
uted to travel.in companies, which made it‘ de- 
lightful, and comfortable, and plea‘ant to look at, 
now none to be fee upon them ; which was mat- 
ter of grief to thofe that wifhed well to Zion; as 
itis to all truly godly perfons,’ to obferve that the 
ways and worfhip of God are not frequented ; that 
there are few enquiring the way to Zion above, or 
travelling in the road to heaven; as alfo when 
there are few that worfhip God in Zion below, 
or afk the way unto it, or walk in the ordinances 
of:it : because none come to the folemn ‘feafts. Aben 
Ezra underttands this, of the fanctwary itfelf ; 
which fenfe Abendana mentions; expreffed by the 
word here ufed; and {fo called, becaufe all //rae/ 
were-convened here; but the Targum and Farchi 
more rightly interpret it, of the teafts, the three 
folemn-feaits of the paffover, pentecoft and raber- 
nacles, at which all the males in //rae! were obliged 
to appear; but now the temple and city being in 
ruins, none came to them, which was a very di- 
ftrefling cafe; as it is to good men, when upon 
whatever occafion, either thro” perfecution, or thro’ 
floth and negligence, the miniftry of the word, and 
the adminiftration of ordinances, particularly the 
Lord’s-fupper, the folemn featts under the gofpel- 
difpenfation are not attended to: all her gates are 
defolate ; the gates of the temple; none paffing 
thto’ them into it to wor fhip God, pray unto him, 
praiie him, or offer facrifice ; or the gates of the 
city, ‘none .going to and fro in them; nor the el- 
ders fitting there in council, as in courts of ju- 
dicature, ta try caufes, and do juftice and judg- 
ment: Ler priefs figh; the temple burnt ; altars 
deftroyed, and no facrifices brought to be offered ; 
and fo no employment for them, yand confequently 


no bread ; but utterly deprived of their livelihood, 


the 


= PVN) mefte, Junius & Tremeltius, Michaelis; meerent, 
® UN7 ia caput, Vatablus, Junius & Vremellias, Pifeator; 


|courts of the Lerd; the ark of 
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and had good reafon to figh. im 
“ becaufe the offerings ceafed : r Ving 
afflicted; or, are forrowful”, are in gr ef and f 
ing, that uféd to be brifk and gay, 
with timbrels at their feftivals 5 fo the 2 
raphrafes it, “ the virgins. mourn, beca 
““ceafe to go out on the fifteenth of A 
“« the day of atonement, which was. ths ant 
“¢ Tifri, to dance in the dances :” and Soe is i 
ternefs that is, Zion; or the congregation of Tract 
is in bitternefs of fpirit, in great affliction 
ftrefS; her name might be rightly called vi 
fee Ruth i, 20. eo 

¥.5. Her adverfaries are the cbief, &eJ ge Ne 
for the bead ; or are the head, as was aration 
Deut. xxviii, 44. and now fulfilled; the Challe 
having got the dominion over the Sows, a 

ged them to be fubje&t to them: Aer exenees pri 
[per s in wealth and riches, in grandeur and glor 
live in cafe and tranquillity, enjoying all outware 
felicity and happinefs ; whilit Zion was ut diftres 
which was an ageravation of it; A 


and : Ww: 
but righteous judgment : for the Lord oth 
bere who'd righteous in all his ways: the j 
deans were but inftruments ; the evil was fron 
Lord, according to his will and righteous _ 
mination, as appears by what follows : for the 1 
titude of ber iio rf erelfio ons, ker children are Lone into 
captivi ty before the enemy, that is, the inhabitants 
ot Ferufelem and Judea were carried captive by se 
enemy, and drove before them as a flock of 
and that for the fins of the nation; and th 2 not 
a few, but were very numerous, as Merdecai _and 
Ezekiel, and others, who were carried captive young _ 
with Feconich, as well as many now. _ 

¥. 6. And from the daughter of Zion all ber beauty 
is departed, &c.] The kingdom removed; the 
priefthood ceafed ; the temple, their beautiful houfe, 
burnt; the palaces of their king and ey 
molifhed ,; and every thing in church and ftate 
was glorious, were now no more: ber princes are 
become like harts that Jind no pafture , that are heart- 
lefs and without courage, fearful and timoror 
hearts are, efpecially when deftitute of food. The. 
Targum is, “ her princes run about for foo 
‘¢ harts run about in the wildernefs, and fin Ny 
‘* place’ fit for pafture :” and they are gone with 
out firength before the purfuer ; having no {pirit nor. 
courage to oppofe the enemy, nor itrength to flee _ 
from him they fell into his hands, and fo were 
carried captive; fee Fer. li. 8, 9, 10, Farchi. ob- 
ferves, that the word for pur fuer has here all its. 
letters, and no where elfe ; and fo denotes the fall 
purfuit of the enemy, and the complete vigtory 
obtained by him. nhien 

y¥. 7. Ferufalem remembered in the days of ber 
fiittion, and of her miferies, &c.] When cart 
captive, and in exile in a foreign land; when cle 
rounded with diftrefles and éalabattion of vario’ 
kinds; which are a means fometimes of ru 
up and refrefhing the memories of per 
thofe good things they take little notice of 
times of profperity ; the worth of fuch things. b 
beft known and prized by the want of them: 
all ber pleafant things that fhe had in the days of 
her civil and religious liberties; the word, 
fhip and ordinances of God ; the temple, ; 


the fymbol of the divine prefence ar 
lation of the will of God by the pro 


te aT & 


Pifcator ; moeftitia affeSiz funt, Cocceius. 
faci funt caput, Cocceius. 
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peace, profperity and enjoyment of all good things : 
thefe were remembered «when her people fell into the 
band of the enemy , the Chaldeans. The Targui is, 
“© into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the wicked, 
*¢ and he oppreffed them:” and none did help ber ; 
not the Leyptians, her allies and confederates, in 
whom fhe trufted: ber adverfaries few ber, and 
did mock at ber fabbaths , as the heathens ufed to 
do; calling the Fews, Sabbatarians*, by way of 
derifion ; reprefenting them as an idle, lazy people, 
who obferved a feventh day merely out of floth, 
and fo loft a feventh part‘of time’; or they mocked 
at them for keeping them in vain; fince notwith- 
ftanding their religious obfervance of them, they 
were fuffered to be carried captive out of their 
land; or, as Yarchi thinks, the Chaldeans mocked 
at them for keeping their fabbaths ftri€tly now they 
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fhe is in her feparation. So the Targum, “* the 
* filthinefs of the blood of her feparation is in 
“* her fkirts ; the is not cleanfed from it, nor does 
** fhe repent of her fins :” /be remembereth not ber 
laft end, fhe did not confider in the time of her 
profperity what her fins would bring her to; what 
would be the iffue of them; nay, tho’ fhe was 
warned by the prophet, and was told what things 
would come to at laft, yet fhe laid it not to heart; 
nor did fhe lay it up.in her mind, or reflect upon 
it; but went on in her finful courfes: therefore fle 
came down wonderfully , or, with wonders *, from 
a very exalted eftate, to a very low one; from the 
height of honour and profperity, to the depth of 
diftrefs and mifery ; to the aftonifhment and wonder 
of all about her, that fo flourifhing a city and 
kingdom fhould be brought to ruin at once,’ in fo 


were in other lands, when they neglected them in 
their own country; or they jeered them with their 
weekly and yearly fabbaths; fuggefting to them, 
that now they had leifure enough to obferve them ; 
@nd that their land ceafed from tillage with a wit- 
nefs now: fome think, that becaufe of the ob- 
fervance of a fabbath, they were obliged to by their 
Jaw, therefore’ the heathens made them work. the 
hardew, and impofed greater tafks upon them on 
that day than on others, like the Zeypsians of old; 
tho’ the words may be rendered, they mocked at her 
ceffations *, from joy and pleafure, peace and com- 
fort, and the enjoyment of all good things; fo the 
Targum, ** the enemies faw her when fhe went into 
“< captivity ; and they mocked at the good things 
«© which ceafed out of the midft of her.” 

y¥.8. Ferufalem hath grievoufly finned, &c.] Or, 
bath finned a fin*, a ereat fin, as the Targum; the 
fin of idolatry, according to fome; or of cove- 
nant-breaking, as others; tho’ perhaps no parti- 
cular fin is meant, but many grievous fins; fince 
fhe was guilty of a multitude of them, as in y. 5: 
therefore fhe is removed, out of her own land, and 
carried captive into another : or, is for commotion *, 
for fcorn and derifion; the head being moved and 
fhook at her by way of contempt: or rather, for 
feparation* , the being like a menftruous woman, 
defiled and feparate from fociety : all that honoured 
ber, defpife ber; they that courted her friendfhip 
and alliance in the time of her profperity, as the 
Egyptians , now neglected her, and treated her with 
the utmoft. contempt, being in adverfity: becaufe 
they have feen her nakedne/s , being ftripped of all 
her good things fhe before enjoyed; and both her 
weaknefs and her wickednefs being expofed to 
public view. ‘The allufion is either to harlots, or 
rather to modeft women, when taken captive, whofe 
nakednefs is uncovered by the brutith and inhuman 
foldiers: yea, fhe figheth, and turneth backward, 
being covered with fhame, becaule of the ill ufage 
of her, as modeft women will, being fo ufed. 

¥.9. Her filthinefs is in ber frirts, 8c.) Her 
fin is manifeft to all, being to be feen in her punifh- 
ment. The allufion is to a menftruous woman, to 
whom fhe is compared, both before and after ; 
whofe blood flows down to the fkirts of her gar- 
ments, and there feen ; by which it is known that 


© Quod jejunia fabbatariorum. 
P ——Cui feptima queque fuit lux 
Ignava, & partem vite non attigit ullam. 


ftrange a manner; fee Daz, viii. 24: jhe bad no 
comforter ; as none to help her againft her enemies, 
¥. 7. and to prevent her ruin; fo none to pity her, 
and have compaffion upon her, and fpeak a com- 


fortablé word to her now fhe was in it: O Lerd, 
bebold my affiftion , not with his eye of omnilcience 


only, which he did, and of which fhe had no 
doubr ; but with an eye of pity and compaffion ; 
thus Zion is at once and fuddenly introduced, 
breaking out in this pathetic manner, being in 
great affliction and diftrefs, having none elfe tg 
apply to; and the enemy bearing hard upon her, 
and behaving in a very infolent and audacious man- 
ner, tranfgreffing all bounds of humanity and de- 
cency ; and therefore hoped the Lord would, have 
compaffion on her, tho’ fhe had finned againft 
him : for the enemy hath magnified himfelf ; behaved 
haughtily both againft God and his people; at- 
tributing great things to himfelf,; magnifying his 
own power and wifdom. 
¥. 10. The enemy hath fpread out his hands on 
all her pleafant things, 8c.] Meaning not the 
wealth and riches, the goods and fubftance, or the 
rich furniture in their own houfes; but the pre- 
cious things in the houfe of God, the ark, thé 
table, the altar, the priefts garments, and vefiels 
of the fanctuary, and the gifts of the temple, and 
every thing valuable in it; thefe the enemy {tretched 
out his hands, and feized upon, and claimed them 
as his own; took them as a booty, prey and 
plunder. ‘archi “ interprets the enemy of the 
Moabites and Ammonites, who feized upon the books 
of the law, in which are things more defirable 
than gold and filver, and burnt them; becaufe 
there was a law in them, that forbid them entring 
into the congregation of J/rael, but the Targum 
better explains it, of Nebuchadnezzar the wicked ; 
for he and the Chaldean army are doubtlefS meant ; 
who plundered and ranfacked the temple of all 
its pleafant, precious and valuable things: for jhe 
hath Jeen that the heathen entered into ber fanéiuary ; 
not into the land of J/rae/ only, the holy land; but 
into the temple, the fanctuary of the Lord; but 
called hers, becaufe it was built fax her ufe, that 
the congregation of J/rael might worfhip the Lord 
in it; into this with her own eyes, tho’ forced to. 
it, and fore againft her will, and to her great grief 
au 
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mirabiliter, Montanus, Vatablus, 
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and trouble, . fhe faw + the Chaldeans enter, and fa- 
vage and" fpoil it: «bom thoa ‘didft command thar 
they foould not enter into thy cougregation , thefe far 
chi interprets, of the Moabites and Ammonites again ; 

and fo does the Targum here ; paraphrafing them 
thus, ‘© whom thou “didft command by the hand 
© of Mojes the prophet, concerning Ammon’ and 
Moab, that’ they were not worthy to enter into 
“ thy congregation ;”* and'concerning whom there 
is an ‘exprets Taw forbidding it, Deut. xxiii. ree cif 
and it may be, there were ‘Mouabites-and “Ainaries 
in thé Chaldean army, affifting in the taking of eed 
rufalem;, and who entered into the temple. when it 
was taken’ *' 

este os her people figh; Bee: } Not:her ial 

only, ‘4! but all ‘the common people, because 
of See affiidtion. particularly for want of bread. 
So the Targum, ** all the people of Ferufalem figh 
“- becaufe ofthe famine’,” for it follows: they |i 
feek ‘bread; to eat, as ‘the oe argum, enquire where 
it is to behad, but in vain’: they have given their 
pleafant -things for ‘meat to-relieve. the foul; or, to 
caufe the‘ foul to return *; ‘to fetch it back when 
fainting ‘and ’{wooning away thro’ famine; and 
therefore “would give’ any thing for ‘food ; “part 
with their rich cloaths, jewels and precious ftones ; 

with whatfoever they had that was valuable ‘in pint 
cabinets or coffers, that they might have méat to 
keep from fainting and dying to refrefh and re- 
cruit their {pirits fpent with hunger: fee, O Lord, 
and confider : for lL am become et mean, bafe and 
contemptible, in the ‘eyes “of ‘men, thro’ penury 
and want of food; thro’ poverty, affliction: and 
~ diftrefs ; and therefore defires the Lord would con- 
fider her ‘cafe, and look with pity and Pompaiion 
on her. 

y. 12. Is it nothing’ to you, all ye that ‘pafs’ by 2 
&c.] O ye ftrangers and travellers that pafs by, 
and fee my diftrefs, does it not‘at all concérn you? 
does it not in the leaft affect you ?*can you look 
upon it, and have no commiferation? or is. there } 
nothing to be’ learned’ front hence by you, that 
may be inftruétive and ufeful to you? Some con- 
fider the words as deprecating ; may the like things 
never befal you that have befallen me, O ye paf- 
fengers, be ye who ye will; I can never with the 
ereateft ftranger, much lefs’a friend, to fuffer what 
I do; nay I pray God ‘they never may: others, 
as adjuring. “So the Targuni, ‘‘ I adjure you, all 
“ve that pafs by the way, turn afide hither.’ 
or as calling; fo the words may be tendered, O 
all ye that pafs by y; and Sanétius thinks, it is an 
allufion to epitaphs on tombs, which call upon 
travellers to ftop and read the character of the de- 
ceafed; what were his troubles, and how he came 
to his end; and fo what follows is Ferufalem’s epi- 
taph: bebold and fee, if there be any forrow like 
unto my forrow, which is done unto me as it is na- 
tural for every one to'think their own affliction 
greateft, and that none have that occafion of grief 
and forrow as they have; tho’ there is no affliction 
befals us but what is common unto men; and 
when it comes to be compared with others, per- 
haps will appear lighter than theirs : wherewith the 
Lord hath afflitied me, in the day of his fierce anger ; 
fignifying, that her affliction was not a common 
one; it was not from the hand. of man only, but 
from the hand of God; and ‘not in the ordinary 
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way of his, providence tas. th eff 
wrath and fury, in all th oh 4 ne = Eat 
¥.13. From above hath he fent pare J 


&c,] “Which the Targum interprets of fe 
fied cities, \ towns or, caltles; as Zerufalem,» mc 
e(pecially. the, temple, ; and..the. palaces 0 2¢ 


and nobles in it; " which. , tho’ burnt, by 
of the Chaldeans, yet this being. ae 
determination, and_ by the. cist 
is faid to be fent hom above, from h 
they feemed to, be as it were ftruck , 
from heayen ; ; unlefs it rece be 


aid df difpotes of it, pur He to, hit bt gn Ww 
and pleafure, to the deftruction o & f 
the ‘Fewifh nation: be bath en. ph poe 7 ie 
in which fhe was entangled, fo that dP 6p 
flee. from the fire, and efcape it, 1 oe 
The allufion is, to the taking of, th ats wid 
beafts in nets; if God had not net for 
the ‘ews, the Chaldeans. could eit Biker 
them; fee Fzek. xii. 13.. Hof, vii.12: es hath 
ee mé back; her. feet being taken in the net, 
fhe could not go forward, buts was obliged to turn 
back, or’ continue. in; the. net, not being able to 
extricate her feet: or, turned me upon my back as 
the Arabic verfion; laid me. proftrate, a an 
eafy prey to the enemy ; or,:as. the argu, + he 
* hath caufed me to turn the back to Sys ene= 
“ mies :” be bath made me defolate, nd faint alt 
the day; the cities being without deena the 
land ‘uncultivated ; the ftate in a fickly- an- 
euifhing condition ; and which continued fo to the 
end of the feventy years captivity. ; 

¥.14. The yoke of my tranjgreffions. is “pouilh by 
his hand, &c.].. That is, the punifhment of her 
fins was laid upon her by the Lord himfelf ;, his 
hand was in it; it came from him ; the Chaldeans 
were only inftruments ; and a heayy yoke this was,’ 
So the Zargum renders it, “* the yoke of my re- 
‘¢ bellions is made heavy by his hand :” they are 
wreathed, and come upon my neck, or, twifted toge- 
ther, as lines to make a cord; or as feveral cords 
to make a rope; or. as branches of trees or withs 
aré. implicated and entwined; and fo the Zargum, 
“* they are twifted together as the branches of a 
“vine.” It denotes. the complication of judg- 
ments upon the Fezwi/h nation for their fins, with 
which they were holden as with cords; and which 
were like ropes about their necks, very heavy and 
diftreffing to them, and from which they could not 
deliver themfelves. Mr, Broughton thinks, the apo- 
ftle has reference to this paflage ; and explains it 
by the fin that eafily befets, or cunningly wraps 
about, Heb. xii. 1: he hath made my firength to fall 
by the weight of punifhment laid upon her, ¥ 
fhe could not ftand up under, but, funk and 
this may be underftood of her {trong and . 
‘her men of valour and cour : 
the Lord hath delivere 


frunbled and fell : 


their hands, from whom I am not able Pups 
meaning. the Chaldeans nor were the Few § at latt 
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delivered from them by. their own ftrength; but by 
the means.of Cyrus the Perfian, ‘conquering Ba- 
Idea 9 SA ey ge 
¥. 15. The Lord hath trodden under foot all my 
mighty men_in the midft of me, &c.]- As a caute- 
way is trodden; or‘as: mire. is trodden under foot 
in the ftreets; fo were the mighty and valiant men, 
the foldiers and men of war, trodden under foot 
and, deitroyed by the Chaldeans in the itreets of 
Ferufalem, and in the midft of Judea; the Lord fo 
permitting it: he bath called an affembly againft me 
zo crujo, my young men, the army. of the Chaldeans, 
which were brought apaint Yeru/alem by-a divine 
appointment and cail ,\againtt whom, the .choiceft 
and ftouteft of them, even their young men, could 
not ftand; but were crufhed and broken to pieces 
by them. The word for afembly, fometimes ‘fig- 
nifies an appointed time; a time fixed for folemn 
feftivals, and for calling the people to thein; and 
fo the Largum here, ‘* he hath called or appointed 
“* atime to.break the ftrength of my young men ;” 
the time of. Feru/falem’s deftruction. by the Bady- 
' lonians:. the Lord hath trodden the virgin the daugh- 
ter of Fudab, as ina wine-prefs; in the wine-prefs 
of .his wrath; or however in the wine-prefs of -the 
Babylonians, who are compared to one; into. whofe 
hands the ews falling, were like grapes caft into 
a wine-prefs, and there trodden by men, in. order 
to {queeze and get out the wine; and in like man- 
ner were their blood fqueezed out of them and 
fhed. The Targum interprets it, of the blood of 
Virginity being poured out, as wine in. a prefs; 
- the virgins of ‘/udab being ravifhed and defiled by 
the enemy. ae 
 ¥. 16. For thefe things I weep, &c.]. The ¢on- 
eregation of Fudah, the godly among them, par- 
ticularly Jeremiah, who perfonated them ; wept for 
the fins the people had been guilty of; and for 
the punifhment inflicted on them; or the fore ca- 
Jamities that were brought upon them, The Zar- 
gum goes into particulars, and paraphrafes it thus, 
“ for the little ones that are dafhed in pieces, and 
* for the women big with child, whofe. bellies are 
“¢ ript up, the congregation of J/rael faith, I weep :” 
wnine eye, mine eye runneth down with water ,' which 
doubling of the words feems to exprefs the vehe- 
mency of her paffion; the greatnefs of the grief 
fhe was overwhelmed with. The Targum is, ‘* my 
* both eyes flow with tears as a fountain of wa- 
“ ter:” becaufe the comforter that fhould relieve my 
foul, is far from me, meaning God himfelf, who 
is the principal comforter of his people: faints may 
be comforters of one another, by relating to each 
other their gracious experiences; praying with one 
another, and building up each other in their moft 
holy faith; by behaving in a kind, tender and 
loving manner to each other 5 forgiving mutual of- 
fences; and converfing together about the glories 
of heaven, and being for ever with the Lord , but 
thefe fometimes are at a diftance; or like 7od’s 
friends, are miferable comforters. Minilters of 
the gofpel aye by their character and office Bar- 
yabajes, fons of confolation; are trained up, ap- 
“pointed and fent by the Lord to comfort his peo- 
ple; which they do by preaching the gofpel to 
them purely; by opening the fcriptures of truth 
clearly ; by adminiftring ordinances faithfully, and 
in all directing to Chrift, but thefe fometimes are 
temoved afar off by perfecution or death ; or thofe 


who béar this name don’t perform their work aright. 
God ‘is: the chief comforter of his people ; God, 
Father, Son and Spirit > the Father comforts with 
his gracious prefence ;' with views of covenant- 
intereft, and of the firmnefs and ftability of it; 
with the precious promifes-of the word ; with his 
everlafting and unchangeabie love , and with dif- 
coveries of his pardoning grace and mercy. The 
Son is a comforter ; one of the names. of the Mef- 
fiah' with the Fews * is Menachem; the comforter ; 
and who they fay is heré meant; and he is called 
the confolation of J/rael, Luke ii. 25. who com- 
forts by bringing near his righteoufnefs and falva- 
tion; by his peace-fpeaking blood, and atoning 
facrifice ; by dire@ting to his fulnefs, and favour- 
ing with his prefence. And‘ the Holy Spirit is 
another comforters: who comforts by taking of the 
things of: God, Chrift‘and the gofpel, and fhew- 
ing them’ to the faints; by opening and applying 
the promifes to his people ; by being the {pirit of 
adoption, and the feal, earneft and pledge of eter- 
nal glory: and thus by being a comforter, the 
Lord relieves the fouls of his people, under the 
weight of fin, the temptations of fatan, and the 
various afflictions of life; and prevents their faint- 
ing, and returns their fouls, as the word ¢ figni- 
fies ; or fetches them’ back, when’ fainting and 
fwooning away : but fometimes he withdraws him- 
felf, and ftands at a diftance, at leaft in their ap- 
prehenfions ; and this is matter of great grief and 
forrow ‘to thems which was the cafe of the church 
at this time: my children are defolate , thofe which 
fhould help and relieve her, and bea comfort to 
her, were deftitute themfelves: or, were defrayed *, 
and were not; and which was the caufe of ‘hre 
‘difconfolate ftate, as was Rachel’s, Fer. xxxi. 15: 
becaufe the enemy prevailed, that is, over them, as 
the Targum adds; over her children ; and either 
put them to death, or carried them captive. 

ye 17. Zion fpreadeth forth ber bands; &c:] Ei- 
ther as fubmitting to the conqueror, and imploring 
mercy; or rather as calling to her’friends to help and 
relieve her. TheTargumis, ‘‘ Zion fpreadeth out her 
‘¢ hands thro’ diftrefs, as a woman fpreads out her 
‘© hands upon the feat to bring forth;” fee Fer.iv.31. 
Some render the words, Zion breaks with her hands‘; 
that is, breaks bread ; and Fofeph Kimchi obferves, 
that it was the cuftom of comforters to break bread 
to the 1 et ; but here fhe herfelf breaks it with 
her hands, becaufe there was none to comfort her : 
and there'is none to comfort her, to fpeak a word of 
comfort to her, or to help her out of her trouble ; 
her children gone-into captivity ; her friends and 
lovers at a diftance; and God himfelf departed from 
her; fee the note on the preceding verfe: the Lord 
hath commanded concerning Facob, that bis adverfa- 
ries foould be round about him ; that he fhould be 
furrounded by them, and carried captive, and fhould 
be in’ the midft of them in captivity : this was the 
decree and determination of God; and agreeable 
to it, he ordered it in his providence that the Céal- 
deans fhould come againft him, encompafs him, 
and overcome him; and that becaufe he had flight- 
edand broken the commandments of: the Lord; 
and therefore was juftly dealt with, as is acknow- 
ledged ‘in the next verfe. So the Targum, “* the 
«Lord gave to the houfe of Yacob command- 
«© ments, and a law to keep, but they tranfgrefled 
‘© the decree of his word; therefore his enemies 
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‘* encompafied the houfe of Yacoh round about :” 
Ferufalem is as a menfiruous woman among thent, 
reckoned filthy and unclean, abominable and nau- 
{fe6us; whom none cared to come near, but fhun- 
ned, defpifed and abhorred ; as the Jews feparated 
from the Gentiles, and would not converle with 
them; fo-neither now would the Chaldeans with the 
‘Yews; but treat them as the offscouring of all 
things. 
x. 18. The Lord is. righteous, &c.] Or, righ- 
teous is be the Lord; in all thefe difpenfations of 
his providence, how afflictive and fevere foever they 
may feem to, be; however the enemies of the 
church and people of God might tranfgrefs juft 
bounds, and aét.the cruel and, unrighteous part ; 
yet good men will. always own that God is righ- 
teous in all his ways, and that there is no un- 
righteoufnefs in him; tho” they fometimes know 
not how to reconcile his providences to his pro- 
mifes, and efpecially to his declared love and af- 
fection to them ; fee Yer. xii. 4. the reafon, clear- 
ing God of all injuftice, follows : for I have rebelled 
againft bis commandment ; or, his mouth», the word 
ot his mouth, which he delivered by word of mouth 
at mount Sixai, or by his prophets fince; and 
therefore was righteoufly dealt with, and juftly 


chaftized. The Yargum, makes thefe to be the, 


words of Fofiah before his death, owning he had 
done wrong in going out againft Pharaoh Necho, 
contrary to the word.of the Lord; and the next 
claufe to be the lamentation of Jeremiah upon his 
death : tho’ they are manifeftly the words of Zeru- 
falem ox Zion, whom the prophet perfonates, fay- 
ing, bear, I pray you, all people, and behold my 
forrow , dire&ting herfelf to all compaffionate per- 
fons, to hearken and attend to her mournful com- 
plaint, and to confider her forrow, the nature and 
caufe of it, and look upon her with an eye of 
pity in her forrowful circumftances: my virgins 
and my young men are gone into captivity; in Baby- 
lon; being taken and carried thither by the Cha/- 
deans ; had it been only her ancient men and wo- 
men, perfons worn out with age, that could have 
been of little ufe, and at moft but of a fhort con- 
tinuance, the affliction had not been fo great; but 
her virgins and young men, the flower of the na- 
tion, and by whom it might have been fupported 
and increafed; for thefe to be carried away into 
a ttrange land muft be matter of grief and for- 
row. 

¥. 19. I called for my lovers, but they deceived 
me, &c.| Either her idols, with whom fhe had 
committed {piritual adultery, that is, idolatry ; but 
thefe could not anfwer her expectations, and help 
her : or the Egyptians, that courted her friendfhip, 
and. with whom fhe was in alliance, and in whom 
the trufted ; and thefe, in the times of her diftrefs, 
fhe called upon to make good their engagements, 
but they difappointed her, and ftood not to their 
covenant and promifes, but left her to ftand and 
fall by herfelf; this Yerufalem faid, according to 
the Targum, when fhe was delivered into the hands 
of Nebuchadnezzar, but thefe words, they deceived 
me, it makes to be the Romans, that came with 
Titus and Vefpafian, and built bulwarks againft 
Jerufalem: my priefis and mine elders gave up the 
S4yk in the city, or died in the city of Jerufalem; 
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monites, and as the following defcription of ther 
fhows ; for it muft defign others from the Ch: 
deans, that were the immediate caufe of it: ¢ 


and deftruétion on Ferufalem, which could ne 
have been done, if the Lord had not willed 
and at this the above-mentioned nations reje 
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| not. by the fword of the enemy, but thro’ famine } 


and fo, in the drabic language, the word ale 5 


|Signifies to labour under famine, and want of food} 


and perifh thro’ it; and if ‘this*was the ¢aie’ of 
their priefts that officiated in holy things; and of 
their elders or civil magiftrates, what muft be the 
cafe of the common people ? while they fo 
meat to relieve their fouls; or, fetch * them 
which were juft fainting and dying away thro 
hunger ; and who did expire while they were bi 
ging their bread, or enquiring in one place’ 
another where they could get any, either’ freely 
or for money. a 
¥. 20. Bebold, O Lord, for I am in diftrefs, &e.} 
Thus fhe turns from one to another; fometimes 
fhe addrefies {trangers, people that pafs by; fome= 
times fhe calls to her Jovers; and at other times 
to God, which is beft of all, to have pity and 
compaffion on her in her diftrefs ; and from whom 
it may be moft expected, who is a God of grace 
and mercy: my bowels are troubled; as the fea, agi- 
tated by winds, which cafts up mire and dirt; Or 
as any waters, moved by any thing whatfoever, 
become thick and muddy; or like wine in fermen- 
tation; fo the word pe ', in the Arabic language, 
fignifies, expreflive of great difturbance, confufion, 
and uneafinefs: mine heart is turned within me, 
has no reft nor peace: for I have grievoufly re- 
belled ; againft God and his word; her fins were 
greatly aggravated, and thefe lay heavy on her 
mind and confcience, and greatly diftreffed her : 
abroad the fword bereaveth, this, and what es 
in the next clawfe, defcribe the ftate and condition 
of the ‘ews, while the city was befieged ; without 
it, the fword of the Chaldeans bereaved mothers of 
their children, and children of their parents, and 
left them defolate : at home there is as death , 
within the city, and in the houfes of it, the famine 
raged, which was as death, and worfe than imme- 
diate death ; it was a lingering one; or, i” the 
houfe was certain death™ , tor the caph here, is not 
a mere note of fimilitude, but of certainty and re- 
ality ; to abide at home was fure and certain death, 
nothing elfe could be expected. The Targum is, 
‘* within the famine kills like the deftroying angel, 
“‘ that is appointed over death ;” fee Hed. ii. 14. 
and Yarchi interprets it of the fear of demons and 
noxious fpirits, and the angels of death. r 
¥. 21. They have heard that I figh, there is none 
to comfort me, &c.] That is, the nations, as the 
Targum; the neighbouring ones, thofe that were 
her confederates and allies ; the fame with her 
lovers, as before, as ben Ezra obferves; thefe 
being near her, knew full well her forrowful and 
diftreffed condition, being as it were within the 
hearing of her fighs and groans ; and yet none of... 
them offered to help her, or fo much as to {peak 
a comfortable word to her: all mine enemies have 
heard of my trouble; not only her friends, but foes; 
meaning the Tyrians, Edomites, Moabites, and Am 
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fee Hzek. xxv. 3. Obad. y. 12. there being a con- 
fiderable ftop on the word glad, it may be rendred, 
as by fome, they are glad; but thou haft done it”, 
not they, but thou ; and therefore maft be pati- 
ently bore, and quietly fubmitted to, it being the 
Lord’s doing: thou wilt bring the day that thou 
hafi called, the time of the deitruction of the Chal- 
deans, who had the chief hand in the ruin of the 
Yewyh nation, and of thofe that rejoiced at it ; 
which time was fixed by the Lord, and proclaimed 
and publifhed by his prophets, and would certainly 
and exactly come, as and when it was pointed out: 
fome-° take it to be a with or prayer, that God 
would bring it, as he had declared ; tho’ others 
interpret it in a quite: differerit. fenfe, shou bajft 
brought the day’; meaning on herfelf, the deter- 
mined deftruction ; fo the Targum, * thou haft 
** brought upon me the day of vengeance ; thou 
-  haft called a time upon me to my defolation :” 
and they foall be like unto me ; in the fame diftrefled, 
defolate, and forrewful condition, being brought 
to ruin and deftruction ; which afterwards was 
the cafe of the Chaldeans, and all the other na- 
tions, 


- CHA 


HIS chapter contains another alphabet, in 
which the prophet Yeremiah, or thofe he per- 
fonates, lament the fad condition of Feru/alem; the 
deftruction of the city and temple, and of all per- 
fons and things relative to them, and to its civil 
or church-ftate ; and that as being from the hand 
of the Lord himfelf, who is reprefented all along 
as the author thereof, becaufe of their fins, ¥. 1— 
g. and then the elders and virgins of Zion are re- 
refented as in great diftrefs, and weeping for thofe 
Se which were very much owing to the 
falfe prophets, that had deceived them, ¥. 10— 
14. and all this occafioned great rejoicing in the 
enemies of Zion, ¥. 15, 16,17. but forrow of 
heart to Zion herfelf, who is called to weeping, 
y. 18, 19. and the chapter is concluded with an 
addrefs to the Lord, to take this her forrowful 
cafe into confideration, and fhow pity and compaf- 
fion, ‘¥. 20, 21, 22. 


¥. 1. How hath the Lord covered the daughter of 
Zion with a cloud in bis anger, &c.]_ Not their per- 
fons for protection, as he did the J/raelites at the 
Red-Sea, and in the wildernefs; nor their, fins, 
which he blots out as a thick cloud; or with fuch 
an one as he filled the tabernacle and temple with 
when dedicated ; for this was ia bis anger, in the 
day of his anger, againft Feru/alem; but with the 
thick and black clouds of calamity and diftrefs; he 
beclouded * her, as it may be rendred, and is by 


Broughton; he drew a veil, or caufed a cloud. to. 


come over al] her brightnefs and glory, and fur- 
rounded her with darknefs, that her light and 
fplendor might not be feen. bea Ezra interprets 
it, be lifted ber up to the clouds; that is, in order 
to caft her down with the greater force, as follows : 
and caft down from heaven unto the earth the beauty. 
of Yrael, all its glory, both in church and ftate , 
this was brought down from the higheft pitch of 


PP MS 1D yitur letati fants fed tu fecitti, Grotius. 
P adduxifti diem, V. L Pagninus, Montanus; induxifti aut inducis, Vatablus. + 4 
Se ese vicdeat P 3’y? obnubilavit, Montanus, Vatablus: obnubilat, 


pripurricw auto, Sept. vindemia, V. L. Vatablus. : 


“Vou. I. Ne. 21. 


663 
5 

¥. 22. Let all their wickedne/s come before theer 
&c.] The Targum adds, ‘* in the day of the great 
‘* judgment ;” but it feems to refer to prefent 
time, at leaft to the time fixed by the Lord fot 
their ruin; and which the church imprecates, not 
from a fpirit of revenge, but from a holy zeal, for 
the glory of God; defiring that the wickednefs of 
her enemies might be remembred_ by the Lord, fo 
as to punifh them in righteous judgment for the 
fame: and do unto them as thou hajft done unto me 
for all my tranferefions ; the owns that what was. 
done to her was for her fins, and therefore could 
not charge God with injuftice; only fhe defires the 
fame might be done to her enemies, who were 
equally guilty: fome render it, glean them%; or 
rather, gather them as a vintage; or as grapes are 
gathered: as thou haft gathered me; as thou haft 
took me, and caft me into the wine-prefs of thy 
wrath, and there haft trodden and {queezed me ; 
fee ¥. 15. fo do unto them : for my fighs are many, 
and my heart is faint, her fighs were many becaufe 
of her affliftions ; and her Heart faint becaufe of 
her fighing. 


Pic, sel 
its excellency and dignity, to the loweft degree of 
infamy and reproach ; particularly this was true 
of the temple, and fervice of God in it, which was 
the beauty and glory of the nation, but now utterly 
demolifhed : and remembred not his foot-ftool in the 
day of bis anger ; to fpare and preferve that; mean- 
ing either the houfe of the fanétuary, the temple it-. 
felf, as the Targum and Farchi ; or rather the ark. 
with the mercy-feat, on which the Shekinah or di-. 
vine majefty fet his feet, when fitting between 
the cherubim; and is fo called, 1 Chron. xxviii. 2.. 
PJP XCIX. 'F, 
¥. 2. The Lord hath fwallowed up all the babita-, 
tions of facob, and hath not pitied, &c.] As he 
regarded not his own habitation the temple, nor. 
the ark his foot-ftool; it is no wonder he fhould 
be unconcerned about the habitations of others ; 
as of the inhabitants of the land of Fudea, and of 
Ferufalem, particularly of the king, his nobles, and 
the great men; thefe the Lord fwallowed up, or 
fuffered to be fwallowed up, as houfes in an earth- 
quake, and by an inundation, fo as to be feen no 
more ; and this he did without fhewing the leaft 
reluctance, pity, and compaffion ; being fo highly 
incenfed and provoked by their fins and tranfgref-' 
fions: he hath thrown down in his wrath the ftrong- 
holds of the daughter of Fudab , not only the dwell- 
ing-houfes of the people, but the moft fortified 
places, their caftles, towers, and citadels : be hath 
brought them down to the ground; and not only 
battered and fhook them, but beat them down, 
and laid them level with the ground ; and all this 
done in the fury of his wrath, being irritated to 
it by the fins of his people; even the daughter 
of Fudah, or the congregation thereof, as the Tar- 
‘gum: be hath polluted the kingdom, and the princes 
thereof ; what was reckoned facred, the kingdom 
of the houfe of David, and the kings and princes 
of it, the Lord’s anointed; thefe being defiled 
° with 
© Utinam induceres diem, fo fome in Vatablus. 
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with fin, God caft them away,..as filth to the zael, the towers and caftles.: .aud hath increafed i 
danghil,, and gave them. up i the hands of the | the daughter of Judah mourning and laine eae 
Gentiles, who were reckoned unclean ; and. thus| exceeding great lamentation, for ‘the: deftrn@tio 
they were profaned, ‘farcbi interprets thefe princes | of its, cities, towns, villages, and the inhabitan 
of the J/raelites in common, who were called a| of them. — ites 6 Shai 
kingdom of priefts; and makes mention of a}  ¥. 6. And be hath violently taken away bis tab 
Midrafh, that explains them of the princes above, | zacle, as if it were of a gurden, &c.) The houfer 
or of heaven. . i, Siete the fanétuary or temple, as the Zargumy whi 
¥. 3. He hath cut off in bis fierce anger all the} was demolifhed at once with great force andi 
horn of Irael, &c:} All-its power and’ ftrength, | lence, and as eafily done as a tent of tabernacle 
efpecially its kingly power, which is often fignified| taken down; and no more account made of: 
by an horn in fcripture ; fee Dan, vii. 24. this the | than of a cottage or lodge in a vineyard or rden, 
Lord took away in his fierce anger, and left the} fet up while the fruit was gathering ; either to 
land deftitute of all relief and fuccour, defence and | fhelter from the heat of the fun in’ the day, ont 
protection, whether from its king and princes, or} lodge in at night; fee J/ i. 8 :" be bath deftroy 
front its men of war or fortified places; all being | bis places in the affembly, the courts. where the peo~ 
cut off and deftroyed ; be bath drawn back his \.ple ufed to affemble for worfhip in the temples’ or’ 
right-hand from before the enemy, either his own |\the fynagogues in Ferufalem, and other patts oF 
right-hand, with which he had ufed to fight for |'the land: the Lord hath caufed the file Pais bas 
his people, and protect them, but now withdraw- | /abbaths to be forgotten in Zion, there being, neither 
ing it, left them to the mercy of their enemies; 
or Jfrael’s right-hand, which he fo weakened, that 
they had no power to refift the enemy, and defend 
themfelves: and he burned againft Facob, tke a 
flaming fire which devoureth round about, that is, 
his wrath was like a burning, flaming fire, which 
confumes all around, wherever it comes ; thus the 
Lord in his anger confumed Facod, and,left nei- 
ther root nor branch. . 
¥. 4. He. hath bent his bow like. an enemy, &c.]. 
God fometimes appears as-if he was an enemy to. 
his ‘people, when he is “not, by his conduct and 
behaviour ; by the difpenfations of his providence 
they take him to ‘be fo, as ‘od did, ch. xvi, 9, 12, 
13, 14. he bends ‘his bow, or treads’ it, for the 
bending or ftretching the bow was done by the 
foot ; ‘and as the Targum, * and threw his arrows 
“at me :” be ftood with -bis right-hand as am ad-| for many years. . Sora: Sees 
vérfery ;, with arrows in it, to put into. his bow;| y. 7.. The Lord hath capt off his hae oe 
or-with his fword drawn, as an adverfary does. | Whether of incenfe, or‘of burnt-offerings 3 the fa- 
The Targum is, ** he ftood at the right-hand of | crifices of which, ufed to be acceptable to him 5 
“Nebuchadnezzar, and, helped him, .when he di-|/but now'the altar being caft down and demolt ied, 
“ ‘ftreffed his people [rael :* and flew all that | there were no mote offerings; nor did hée thow aay 
were pleafant ta the eye 3, princes and priefts, huf-'| defire’ of them, but the reverfe: de bath abborie 
bands and wives, parents and children, young men | Ais /ané?uary , the temple; by fuffering’ it to be 
and maids ; defirable to their friends and relations, | profaned, pulled down, and burnt, it looked asi 
and to the commonwealth : ibe tabernacle of the | he had an abhorrence of it, ‘and'the fervice in ity 
daughter of Zion be poured out bis fury like fire; | as he had, as it was performed without faith ‘te . 
that is, ¢ither'in the temple, or in the eity of ‘¥e--| Chrift, love to him, or any: view to “his glory ;) 
rujalem, or both, which were burnt with fire, as } fee J/ i. 13, 14: be bath given up into the band of 
the effect of divine wrath and fury’; ‘and which, it- | te enemy the walls of ber palaces, both the walls ‘of 
felf is comparable to fire; like a butning’ lamp of } the fanctuary, and thé*walls of the houfes' of the’ 
fire, as the Targum ; or rather like a burning fur-| king and princes; efpecially the former are meant, 
nace Or mountain; fee Wad. i. 6. f | both by what goes before and follows: rhey have? 
¥.5. The Lord was as ‘an enemy, &c.|. Who. | ' 


made a noife in the boufe of the Lord, as in the day 
formerly was on their fide, their God ‘and guar- | of a folemn fea/f , ‘that is, the enemy, the Chaldeans, 
dian, théir. protector and deliverer, but now againft od,” 


’ made a noifé in the temple, blafpheming» 
them ; and a terrible thing ‘it is to have God for 


ave that had dwelt in it; infulting over the. je 
ain enemy, or even to be as one; this is repeated, | God, that had worfhipped there, rejoicing Hae ei 
as being exceeding diftreffing, and even intolera- 


victories over them; finging their pans to thei 
ble. Mr. Broughton renders it, the Lord is become |\gods, and other profane fongs ; indulging” m 
avery enemy, taking capb for a note of reality, ‘Rives in revelling and rioting; making as g : 
and not of fimilitude. “He hath. fwallowed up I/- | noife with their fhouts and fongs, as the prielts, 
racl ; the ten tribes, or the Fewi/h nation in gene- | Levies, and people of Z/rae/ did, when’ they fang 
ral; as a lion, or any other favage beaft, fwallows 
its prey, and makes nothing of it, and leaves, none 
behind : be bath fwallowed up all ber palaces ; the 
palaces‘ of Zion or ‘Ferufalem, the palaces of the’ 
king, princes, nobles, and great men’; “as an earth- 
quake or inundation fwallows:up whole ftreets and 
cities Jat “once ;-fee on y.2: he hath deftroyed bis 
Strang-bolds , the fortified places of the land of J/- 


at 
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places to keep themin, nor people to” obferye 
them: and hath defpifed in the indignation of 
anger the king and the prieft, whote perfons land 
offices were facred, and ought to be ‘treated “by 
men with honour and refpeét; but for the fins’ 6 
both, the Lord defpifed them himfelf, andomade 
them the object of his wrath and indignation; and 
fuffered them to be defpifed and ill-ufed by others, 
by the Chaldeans ; Zedekiab had his childrem fain 
before his eyes, and then they were put our, and 
he was carried in chains to Badylom, and. there de- 
tained a captive all his days; and Seraiab the 
chief-prieft, or as the Targum here has it, the 
high-prieft, was put to death by the king of Ba- 
bylon., tho” not only the perfons of the kine and 
-prieft are meant, but their offices alfo.; the’ kin 
dom and priefthood ceafed from being exerciled 


“© Dfrael, that prayed in the midit of it in th or. = 
“¢ of the paffover.” * {ood Lg ARRS TE ION 
'¥. 8. The Lord hath purpofed to deftroy the wall 
of the daughter of Zion, 8c.) Either the wall of! 
the city, as Aben Ezra; or the wall that enconi- 
paffed the temple, and all the outward courts of it, 
c Sjoiq 5 1CAgee I fulag2 eZ 
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as Dr. Lightfoot ‘thinks; this the Lord had deter- 
mined to deftroy, and according to his “purpoles 
did deftroy it, or fuffer it to ‘be: demolithed ; ; and 
fo all were laid open for the enemy toventer : be 
bath Stretched out a line; a line of deftrudtion, to 
mark out how far’ the deftruction fhould go, and 
howimuth fhould be laid in ruins ;, all being as 
exactly done, according to the purpo& and: counfel 
of God, as if it was done by line and rule; fee 
If, xxxiv.i1: be bath not withdrawn his band from 
defiroying; till he made a full end of the city and 
temple, as he firft defigned: therefore be made the 
rampart and the wall to lament; the chel and the 
wall; all that fpace between the courts.of the tem- 
ple, ‘and: the wall that furrounded. it, was called 
the. chel’; and fo the Targum, the circumference or 
fglotire ; and thefe were laid wafte together, and 
fo faid to lament: according’ to others, they were 
two walls, a wall'the fon of a wall, as Farchi in- 
terprets it; an outward and an inward wall, one 
higher than, another ; a low wall over-againft. an 
high wall; which was as a rampart or bulwark, for 
the ftrenigth and fupport of it: they languiihed to- 
gether ;, or fell together, as perfons in a fitt faint 
pete and fall to the ground. > 

g. ler. gates are > funk into the gupiend &c. ] 
Bither the gates of the city or temple, or both ; 
being broke and demolifhed, and laid level with 
the ground, and covered ah rubbifh ; for as for 
the Midra/h or expofition that Yerchi mentions, 
that the gates funk into the earth upon the ap- 
proach, of the enemy, that they might not .have 
power over them, thro’ which the ark paffed, is a 
mete fable of their Raddins 5, and equally as abfurd 
is the additional glofs of the Zargum, ‘‘ her gates 
*« funk into*the earth, becaufe they facrificed a 
* hog, and brought of the blood of it to them :” 
he hath deftroyed and broken her bars ; with which 
the gates were bolted and barred, that fo. the enemy 
might enter, it was God that did it, or fuffered it 
to’ be done, or it would not have been in the power 
of the enemy : er king and her princes are among 
the Gentiles; Zedekiab, and the princes that were 
hot flain by the king of Babylon, were carried cap- 
tive thither; and, there they lived, even among 
heathens,. that knew not God, and defpifed his 
worthip,: .éhe Jaw 15 no, more ; the book of the law. 
» was burnt in the temple, and the tables of it car- 
ried away with the ark, or deftroyed; and tho’, 
no doubt, there were copies. of the. law preferved, 
yet it was not read nor expounded; nor was wor- 
fhip performed according to the direction of it, nor 
could it be, in,a ftrange land.. Mr. Broughton joins 
this. withthe preceding claufe, as defcriptive of the 
heathens; ber king and ber princes are amaug bea- 
then: that have no law; fee Rom. ii. 12. 
phets alfo find no vifion fram the Lord, there was 
none but Ferémiah left in the land, and none but 
Exekiel and Daniel in the captivity; prophets were 
very ‘fare at this’ time,: as. they ‘were afterwards ; 
for-we hear of no more after the captivity, till the 
coming of the Meffiah, but Haggai, Zechariah, and 
Malachi ; 


was a famiine of hearing ity, roSam. Ali, £2 Ainss 
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if. 10. The detsut the daughter of Zion fit on 


the ground, and. keep filence, &c. ] Who ufed to fr 
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to. give adyice and: counfel, and.wete-tegarded as 
oracles, now fit on the ground, ,and,,dumb, as 
mourners ; fee Fob ii. 13: they bave aft up duft. 
upon their heads on. their white hairs. and grey. 
locks, . which befpoke wifdom, and. made them 
grave. and venerable : they have girded themselves 
with Jackcloth , after the manner Of mourners; who, 
ufed to be clothed in fcarlet and rich apparel, in, 
robes fuitable to their officé: as. civil: magiftrates : 

the virgins of Ferufalem bang down their beads to. the 
ground; thro’ fhame and forrow; who ufed to look 
brifk and gay, and walk with ftretched-out necks, 
and carried their heads high, but now low enough, 
Aben Ezra interprets it of the hair of their heads, 


‘which. ufed to be tied up, but now loofed. and 


difhevelled, and hung down: as it were. to ‘the 
ground, 

¥. 11. Mine eyes do fail with tears, &c.] Ac- 
cording to Aben Ezra, every one of the elders be-: 
fore-mentioned faid this ; ;. but rather they are, the 
words of the prophet Feremiah, who had wept his 
eyes dry, or rather blind, on account of the cala- 
mities of his.people; though he himfelf obtained 
liberty and enlargement by means. thereof : my 
bowels are troubled all his inward: parts were di- 
{trefled : my liver is poured upon the earth; his gall- 
bladder, which lay at the bottom. of his liver, 
broke, and he caft it up, and poured ir on the 
earth ; fee Fob xvi. 13. and all this was for the 
deftruction of the daughter of my people; or, the 
breach of them'; their civil and church-ftate, be- 
ing deftroyed and broke to fhivers; and for the ruin 
of the feveral families of them : particularly becaufe 
the children and fucklings fwoon in the fireets of the 
city ; thro’ famine, for want. of bread, with thofe 
that could eat it; and for want of the milk of their 
mothers and nurfes, who being ftarved themfelves 
could not give it; and hence the. poor infants 
fainted and fwooned away; which was a dilmal 
fight and heart-melting to the prophet. 
- ¥an12. They fay to “their mothers, where is corn 
and wine? &c.] Not the fucklings, who could not 
fpeak, nor were ufed to corn and wine, bur the 
children more grown ;, both are before fpoken of, 
but thefe are meant, even the young men of J//- 
rael, as the Targum; ‘and fuch as had been broughe 
up in the.beft manner, had been ufed to wine, 


|and not water, and therefore afk for thar as well 
‘as corn; both take in all the neceffaries of life; 


and which they afk of their mothers, who had been 
ufed to feed them, and were moft tender of them; 
but now not feeing and having their ufual provi- 
fions, and_not knowing what was the reafon of it, 
enquire after them, | being prefled with hunger : 
when ‘hey fwooned as the wounded in. the pf reels of 


the city, having no food given them, though they 
-afked for it time after time, they fainted away, and 


died a lingring death ; as wounded perfons do, who 
are not killed at once, which: is the more diftres. 
fing: when their foul was poured, out into their mox 


thers be ofom; meaning, not the defires of their fouls 
for food, cxpretied in moving and melting Jan- 


guage, as they fat in their mothers laps, and lay 
in their bofoms ; which muft bepiercing unto 


‘them, if no more-was defigned:; bur their fouls or 


lives themfelves, which they g gave up through fa- 
mine; as the Targum ; pet uo in their mothers 
arms, 

¥.13. What thing frall I take to ents for thee? 


&e. 4 What rN cat be made ule of ? what 
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proof or evidence can be given? what witneffes 
can be called to convince thee, and make it a 
clear cafe to thee, that ever any people or nation 
was in fuch diftrefs and calamity, what with fword, 
famine, peftilence and captivity, as thou art? ‘what 
thing foall I liken thee to, O daughter of Ferufalem ? 
what kingdom or nation ever fuffered the like? no 
example can be given, no inftance that comes up 
to it; not the Agyptians, when the ten plagues 
were inflicted on them ; not the Canaanites, when 
conquered and drove out by Fofbua; not the Phi- 
liftines, Moabites, Edomites and Syrians, when fub- 
dued by Devid, or any other people: what fhall 
T equal to thee, that I may comfort thee, O virgin 
daughter of Zion ? for this is one way that friends 
comfort the’ afflicted, by telling them that fuch an 
one’s cafe was as bad, and worfe than theirs; and 
therefore bid them be of good heart; bear their 
affliction patiently ; ere long it will be over; but 
nothing of this kind could be faid here ; no, nor 
any hope given it would. be otherwife,; they could 
not fay their cafe was like others, or that it was 
not defperate: for thy breach is great like the fea; 
as Jarge and as wide as that: Zion’s troubles were 
a fea of trouble; her afflictions as numerous and 


as boifterous as the waves of the fea; and as falt, | 


as difagreeable, and as intolerable as the waters of 
it: or her breach was. great, like the breach of the 
f:a;’when it overflows its banks, or breaks thro’ 
its bounds, there is no ftopping it, but it grows 
wider and wider: who can heal thee? it was not in 
the power of man, in her own power, or of her 
allies, to recover her out of the hands of the 
enemy ; to reftore her civil, or church-ftate ; her 
wound was incurable; none but God could be her 
phyfician. The Targum is, ‘* for thy breach is 
“< reat as the greatnefs of the breach of the waves 
“«¢ of the fea in the time of its tempeft; and who 
*¢ js the phyfician that can heal thee of thy in- 
‘© firmity ?” 

¥.14. Thy prophets have feen vain and feolifh 
things for thee, &c.] Not the prophets of the 
Lord; but falfe prophets, as the Targum; which 
were of the peoples chufing, and were acceptable 
to them ; prophets after their own hearts, becaufe 
they prophefied {mooth things, fuch as they liked ; 
tho’ in the iffue they proved vain and fooli/h, idle 
ftories, impertinent talk, the fictions of their own 
brains ; and yet they pretended to have vifions of 
them from the Lord; as that within two years, 
Seconich, and all the veffels of the temple carried 
away by the king of Babylon, fhould be returned ; 
and that he would not come againft Yeru/alem, nor 
fhould it be delivered into his hands; fee ‘Yer. xxviii. 
2,3,4: and they have not difcovered thine iniquity , 
they did not tell them of their fins; they took no 
pains to conyince them of them, but connived at 
them ; inftead of reproving them for them, they 
foothed them in them; they did not remove the 
covering that was over their iniquity ", as it might 
be rendered; which they might eafily have done, 
and laid their fins to open view; whereby they 
might have been afhamed of them, and brought 
to repentance for them. The Targum is, ‘ neither 
«¢ have they manifefted the punifhment that fhould 
<* come upon thee for thy fins ;” but, on the con- 
trary, fold them it fhould not come upon them; 
had they dealt faithfully with them, by fhewing 
them their tranfgreffions, and the confequences of 
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them, they might have been a means of preventing 
their ruin: and as it here follows, to turn away 
thy captivity ; either to turn them from their back- 
flidings and wandrings about, as Yarchi; or to 
turn them by repentance, as the Largum x or to 
prevent their going into captivity: du bave fen 
for thee falfe burdens, and caufes of banifoment, that 
is, falfe prophecies againft Babylon, and ‘ine i, our 
of the ews ; prophecies, even thofe that are tr 
being often called burdens, as the burden of 1 
and the burden of Damafcus, &c. and the rath 
this name is here given to thofe falfe prophecies, 
becaufe the prophecies of feremiah were reproache 
by them with it, Yer. xxiii. 33. &c. and becaufe 
thefe proved in the iflue burdenfome, fad and for- 
rowful ones, tho’ they onc¢ tickled and pleafed ; 
and were the cau/e of the peoples going into exile 
and captivity, they liftening to them : or they were 
depulfiens, or expul/ions”, drivings, that drove them 
from the right way ; from God and his worfhip ; 
from his word and prephets ; and, at laft, the means 
of driving them out of their own land; of im- 
pelling them to fin, and fo of expelling them from 
their own country. The Zargum renders it, ** words 
‘sof ‘error. aid 
¥.15. All that pafs by, clap their hands at thee, 
&c.] Travellers that paffed by, and faw Jeru- 
Jalem in ruins, clapped their hands at it, by way 
of rejoicing, as well pleafed at the fight. This 
muft be underftood, not of the inhabitants of the 
land, but of ftrangers, who had no good will to it ; 
tho’ they feem to be diftinguifhed from their im- 
placable enemies in the next verfe: they ifs and 
wag their bead at the daughter of Ferufalem; by 
way of fcorn and derifion ; hereby expreffing their 
contempt of her, and the pleafure and fatisfa@tion 
they took in feeing her in this condition: /aying, 
is this the city that men call the, perfettion of beauty, 
the joy of the whole earth ? a complete city, a moft 
beautiful one, for its fituation ; for its fortifications 
by nature and art; for its fpacious buildings, palaces 
and towers ; and efpecially for the magnificent temple 
in it, and the refidence of the God of heaven there, 
and that pompous worfhip of him there performed; 
on account of all which, and the abundant blef- 
fings of goodnefs beftowed upon the inhabitants, 
they had reafon to rejoice more than all the men 
of the world befides ; as well as they contributed 
many ways to the good and happinefs of all na- 
tions ; this is what had been faid by themfelyes, 
Pf. xviii. 2. and 1.2, and had even been owned 
by others ; by the forefathers of thofe very per- 
fons that now infult over it. So the Targum, ** is 
‘* this the city which our fathers that were of old 
“« faid,” &c. nor do they by thefe words deny,. 
but rather own, that it had been what was faid of 
it; but now the cafe was otherwife; inftead of 
being a perfect beauty, it was a perfect heap of 
rubbifh ; inftead of being the joy of the whole 
earth, it was the offscouring of all things, 
¥. 16, All thine enemies ie opened ‘Beir mouth 
againft thee, &c.] Or widened * them; hed 
them out as far as they could, to reproach, blaf 


abhorrence of the ews, and the deli 


in their ruin and deftruction : they fay, we fi 
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fwatlowed her up; all her wealth and riches were 
_ come into their hands, and were all their own ; as 
well as they thought thefe were all their own doings, 
owing to their wifdom and {kill, courage and 
ftrength ; not feeing and knowing the hand of 
God in all this. Thefe‘words feem to be the words 
of the Chaldeans particularly: certainly this is the 
day that we have looked for; we have found, we have 
feen it; this-day of Ferufalem’s deflruction, which 
they had long looked for, and earneftly defired ; 
and now it was come; and they had what they fo 
much wifhed for; and exprefs it with the utmoft 
pleafure. In this verfe the order of the alphabet 
is not obferved; the letter 5 Pe being fet before 
the letter ¥ diz, which fhould be firft, according 
to the conftant order of the alphabet ; and which 
was fo before the times of Feremiab, even in Da- 
vid’s time, as. appears: by the cxixth P/a/m, and 
others. Grotius thinks it is after the manner of 
the Chaldeans; but the order of the Hebrew and 
Chaldee alphabets is the fame. Dr. Lighifoot thinks ’, 
the prophet by this charge hints at the feventy years 
that Feru/alem fhould be defolate, which were now 
begun; the letter 3 4” in numbers denoting fe- 
venty. So Mr. Bedford =, who obferves, that the 
tran{pofition of thefe letters feems to fhew the con- 
fufion. in which the prophet was, when he con- 
fidered that this captivity fhould laft feventy years. 
archi * {ays, one is put before the other, because 
they fpoke with their mouths, what they faw not 
with their eyes; Pe Signifying the mouth, and din 
‘an eye. 
¥.17. Lhe Lord hath done that which be had de- 
vifed, &c.] It was not fo much the Chaldeans 
that did it, tho” they afcribed it to themfelves ; but 
it was the Lord’s doing, and what he had deli- 
berately thought of, purpofed and defigned within 
himfelf ; all whofe purpofes and devices certainly 
come to pafs: be bath fulfilled his word that he bad 
commanded in the days of old; not only by the mouth 
of Feremiah years ago; or in the times of Jaiah 
long before him; but even in the days of Moj/es ; 
fee Lev. xxvi. 17, Gc. Deut. xxviii. 20, &c. So 
the Targum, ‘* which he commanded to Mo/es the 
*¢ prophet from ancient days, that if the children 
s¢ of Jacl would not keep the commands of the 
“¢ Lora, he would take vengeance on them:” se 
hath thrown down, and hath not pitied; he hath 
thrown down, or caufed to be thrown down, with- 
out any pity, the walls of Feru/alem; and not only 
the houfes and palaces in it, but alfo his own 
houfe the temple: e hath caufed thine enemy to re- 
joice over thee, giving them victory, and putting 
all into their hands ; on which they infulted them, 
and gloried over them : he hath fet up the horn of 
thine adverfaries; increafed their ftrength and power, 
their kingdom and authority ; and which {welled 
their pride, and made them more haughty and in- 
folent. he 
¥.18: Their heart cried unto the Lord, &c.| Ei- 
ther the heart of their enemies, as Aben Ezra , 
which cried againft the Lord, and blafphemed him, 
or rather the heart of the ews in their diftrefs, 
when they faw the walls of the city breaking down, 
they cried unto the Lord for help and protection, 
whether fincerely or no; no doubt fome did; and 
all were defirous of prefervation: O wall of the 
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tive, which was’ now without houfes and inhabi- 
tants, only a broken wall ftanding, fome remains 
and ruins of that; which is mentioned to excite 
their forrow and lamentation: /et tears run down 
like a river day and might; inceffantly, for the de- 
{truction and defolation made: give thy/elf iio reff; 
or intermiffion ; but weep continually: /et not the 
apple of thine eye ceafe; from pouring out tears; 
or from weeping, as the Targum; or, let it not 
be filent », or afleep; but be open and employed in 


-beholding the miferies of the nation, and in de+ 


ploring them. 

¥.19. Arife, cry out in the night, &c.] That 
is, O daughter of Zion, or congregation of SJ/rael, 
as the Targum, who are addrefled and called upon 
by the prophet to arife from their beds, and fhake 
oif their fleep, and floth, and ftupidity, and cry 
to God in the night-feafon’; and’ be earneft and 
importunate with him for help and affiftance. Aben 
Ezra rightly obferves, that the word ufed fignifies 
a lifting up of the voice both in finging and in 
lamentation; here it is ufed in the latter fenfe ; and 
denotes great vehemiency and earneftnefs in crying 
unto God, arifing from deep diftrefs and forrow, 
which prevents fleep: in the beginning of the watches, 
either at the firft of them; fo Broughton renders it, 
at the firft watch; which begun at the time of 
going to bed: or at the beginning of each of 
theth ; for with the ancient Fews there were three 
of them) in after-times four: or in the beginning 
of the morning-watch, as the Targum, very early 
in the morning, before fun-rifing; as they are 
called upon to pray late at night, fo betimes in the 
morning: pour out thine heart like water before the 
face of the Lord, ufe the utmoft freedom with him $ 
tell him in the fulleft manner thy whole cafe, all 
thy complaints; unbofom thyfelf to him; kee 
nothing from him; fpeak out freely all thy foul 
needs ; do all this publickly, and in the moft af> 
fe€tionate way and manner, thy foul melted in 
floods of tears, under a fenfe of fin, and preffing 
evils for it. The Targum is, ‘* pour out as water 
** the perverfenefs of thine heart, and return by 
‘* repentance, and pray in the houfe of the con- 
‘* gregation (or fynagogue) before the face of the 
“¢ Lord :” lift up thine hands towards him, in 
prayer, as the Targum adds ; for this is a prayer- 
gefture, as in ch. ili. 41. 1 Tim. ii. 8: for the life 
of thy young children that faint for hunger in the 
top of every ftreet; pray for them, that they 
might have food and fuftenance, to preferve them 
alive; who, for want of it, were ready to fwoon 
and die in the public ftreets; in the top of them, 
where they met, and where was the greateft con- 
courfe of people, and yet none able to relieve 
them. 

y.20. Behold, O Lord, and confider to whom thou 
haft done this, &c.] On whom thou haft brought 
thefe calamities of famine and sword; not upon 
thine enemies, but upon thine own people, that 
are called by thy name, and upon theirs, their 
young ones, who had not finned as their fathers 
had: here the church does not charge God with 
any injuftice, or complain of hard ufage; only 
humbly intreats he would look upon her in her 
mifery, with an eye of pity and compaffion ; and 
confider her forrowful condition; and remember 


daughter of Zion, this feems to be an addrefs of ' the relation fhe ftood in to him; and fo fubmits 


the prophet to the people of Ferufalem carried cap- | her cafe, and leaves it with him. 
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feem to be fuggefted to the church by the prophet, 
as what-might be proper’ for hér to ufe, when 
praying’ for the life of her young children, and 
might be introduced, by fupplying the word /ay- 
ing before bebold, O Lord, 8c. foall the women eat 
their fruit; their children, the fruit of their womb, 
as the Targum, their new-born babes, that’ hung 
at their breafts, and were carried in their arms ; it 
feems they did, as was threatened they fhould, 
Lev: xxvi. 29, Deut. xxviii. 57. and fo they did at 
the fiege of Samaria, and at the fiege of Feru- 
falem, both by the Chaldeans, and the Romzans: 
and thildren of a {pan long ? or of an hand’s breadth ; 
the breadth of the palms of the hand, denoting 
very little ones: or, children handled, or fwaddled 
with the hands‘, of their parents, who are ufed 
to ftroke the limbs of their babes, to bring them 
to, and keep them in right form and fhape, and 
fwaddle them with fwaddling bands in a proper 
manner; fee ¥. 22. and fo the Targum, “ defirable 
“¢ children, who are wrapped in fine linen.” ar- 
chi* interprets it, of Doeg ben Fofeph, whom his 
mother flew, and ate: fall the prie/t and the pro- 
poet be flcin in the fanfuary of the Lord? as very 
probably fome were, who fled thither for fafety 
when the city-was broken up; but were not {pared 
by the mercilefs Chaldeans, who had no regard to 
their office and charaéter; nor is ‘it any wonder 
they fhould not, when the Yews themfelves flew 
Zechariah 2 prieft and prophet, between the porch 
and the altar; of whom the Targum here makes 
mention ;. and “to whom ‘archi applies  thefe 
words. 

y. 2a. The young and the old lie on the ground in 
the ftrects, €cc.] Young’ men and old men, vir- 
gins.and aged women; thefe promifcuoufly lay on 
the ground in the public ftreets, fainting and dying 
for want of food ;: or Jay killed there’ by the fword 
ofthe enemy; the Chaldeans fparing neither age 
nor fex.: The Targum interprets it:of their fleeping 
on the ground, ‘* young men flept on the ground 
«¢ in the villages, and old men who ufed to lie on 
«« pillows of fine wool, and on beds of ivory ;” 
but the former fenfe is confirmed by what follows: 


CN Mt 5 


HIS chapter is a complaint and lamentation 

like the former, and on the fame fubject, 
only the prophet mixes his own afflictions and 
diftrefles with the public calamities; or elfe he 
perfonates the church in her complaints ; and fome 
have thought him to be a type of Chrift throughout 
the whole; to’'whom various things. may be ap- 
plied. It is indeed written in a different form from 
the other chapters, in another fort of metre; and 
tho’ in an alphabetical manner as the reft, yet with 
this difference, that three verfes together begin with 
the fame letter; fo that the alphabet is gone thro’ 
three times ih it. Here is firft a complaint of the 
afflictions of the prophet, and of the people, ex- 
preffed by a'rod, by darknefs, by wormwood and 
gall, and many other things ; and efpecially by 
the Lord’s appearing againft' them as an enemy, 
in a moft fevere and terrible manner; fhutting out 
their prayer; being as a bear’and lion to them ; 


< EMD 97Y parvulos qui educantur, Pagninus; parvualos educationum, Montanus ; educationis, is, Cal fin; in 
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mationum, five tractationis 
Yoma, fol. 38. 2. 


fe ene, yay 
prophet exprefles his fympathy wit 
‘der affi€tion, and’ declares ‘what h 


‘he called upon: the Lord, a 


my virgins and my Going men art-fallen by the OOD, 
by the fword of the Chaldeans, when they 
the city: show haft flain them in the day 
anger: thou boft killed, and not eed 
were only inftruments ; ‘it wast ; 
it was according to his’ will; it-was wi 
purpofed and decreed ; what he had fo 
clared and threatened; and now in his’ 
brought about, for the fins of the Jews, — 
he was provoked to anger ; and fo gave them up 
into the hands of their enemies, to flay thé | with 
out mercy ; and which is here owned ; “ti chur 
takes notice of the hand of God in all this.” sh tts 

¥.22. Thou haft called as inva kite 
rors round about, &c.) Terrible enemies,“ the 
Chaldeans, thefe came at the call ‘of God,” as Tol: 
diers at the command of their generaly*and’ in 
ereat numbers, as men from all” pa 
flocked to Ferufalem on any of thé t 
feats, of paifover, pentecoft and tabernacles!! 
Targum paraphrafes it very foreign’ to’ the? fer 
‘** thou fhalt proclaim liberty to A 
“ houfe of J/rael by the Mefiiah;’ as ‘thowdid by 
‘© Mofes and Aaron'on ‘the ‘day of the“pafiover= 
fo that in the ‘day of the Lord’s angers none é 
or remained, in the city of Ferujalém, andi 
land of Fadea; either they'’wete’ put ‘to deathy"or 
were carried captive ; fo that there was*fearce” 
inhabitant to be found, efpecially after Gedaliab 
was flain, and the Jews left in the land were car- 
ried into Egypt: -thofe that I have fwaddled, and 
brought up, bath mine enemy confumed ; or, 2 om I 
could [pan, as Broughton, or handled ; whofe limbs 
fhe had ftroked with her hands, whom the had 
fwathed with bands, and had carried in her arms, 
and had moft carefully and tenderly brought up: 
by thofe the had /waddled,' are meant the Tittle 
ones ; and by thofe the had drought up, the greater 
ones, as Alen Ezra obferves ; but both the enemy 
the Chaldeans confumed and deftroyed” without 
mercy, without regard to their ‘tender years,’ or 
the manner in which they were brought tp; but 
as if they were nourifhed: like lambs for the’ ay 
of flaughter. + ere 
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livered him, y¥. 55—58. sondeccornaluses with a re- 
queit that he would judge his caufe, and avenge 
him on his enemies, ¥. 59—066. 


. ¥.1. Tam the. man that hath feen effliGion, &c.] 
Had a large experience of it, efpecially ever fince 
he had been a prophet ; being reproached and ill 
ufed by. his own people, and fuffering with them 
in. their calamities ;. particularly, as Jarchi, ob- 
feryes, his affliction was greater than the other pro- 
phets, who.indeed prophefied of the deftruction of 
the,city,and temple, but did not fee it; whereas 
he lived to fee it: he was not indeed the only man 
that endured affliGtion, but he was remarkable for 
his afflictions ; he had a large fhare of them, and 
was. herein a. type of ‘Chrift, who was a man of 
forrows,, and acquainted with griets: dy the rod of 
his wrath, that\is, by the rod of the wrath, of 
God, for he is underftood ; itis a relative without 
an antecedent, as in Cant, i. 1. unlefs the words are 
to be confidered in. connexion with the laft verfe ot 
the preceding chapter... The Targum is, ‘‘ by the 
** rod of him. that chaftifeth in. his anger,” fo 
Farcht; but God’s chaftifements of his own peo- 
' ple are in love, tho’.thought fometimes by them 
to be in wrath and hot difpleafure; fo the prophet 
imagined, but.it was not fo ; perhaps.fome regard 
may be had .to. the inftrument of Ferujalem’s de- 
ftruction, the king of Babylon, called the rod of 
the, Lord’s, anger, Jf, x. 5. all this was. true of 
Chrift, as the furety of his people, and as fuftain- 
ing their perfons, and ftanding in their room, 

¥.2. He bath led me, and brought me into dark- 
uefs, &cc.]. Which oftentimes fignifies diftrefs, ca- 
Jamity and affliction of one fort or another : thus 
the Fews were brought into the darknefs of cap- 
tivity ; Yeremiah to the darknefs of a dungeon, to 
which. there. may be an allufion; and Chrift his 
antitype was under the hidings of God’s face ; and 
at the fame time there was darknefs all around 
him, and all over the land; and all this is attri- 
buted to God; .it being by his appointment, and 
by his diretion and permiffion.:: but not into light , 
profperity and joy ; the affliction ftill continuing ; 
tho’ God does in his due time bring his people to 
the light of comfort, and of his gracious prefence, 
as he did the above perfons; fee P/. xcvil. 11, and 

CXii. 4. 

¥. 3. Surely, againft me_is be'turned, &c.] As 
an enemy, who ufed to be.a friend; he has fo 
altered and changed the courfe of his providence, 
as if -his favour and affections were wholly re- 
moved; he has planted his artillery againft me, 
and made me the. butt of his.arrows: or, only a- 
gaint me; fo Farchi; as if he was the only perfon, 
or the Fews the only people, fo afflicted of God: 
be turneth bis hand againift me a// the day , to {mite 
with one blow after another, and that continually, 
without ceafing; fo the hand of juftice was turned 
upon Chrift, as the furety of his people, and he 
was {mitten and ftricken of God; whilft the hand 
of grace and mercy was turned upon them; fee 
Lech. xiii. 7. ' 

¥. 4. My fleh aid my fein bath he made old, &c.] 
His flefh with blows, and his fkin with finiting, 
as the Targum; his fiefh was fo emaciated, and his 
fkin fo withered and wrinkled, that he looked like 
an old man; as our Lord, when little more than 

ir years of age, what with his forrows and 


cool, looked like one about fifty: be bath 
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broken. my bones; that is; his ftrength was. greatly 
weakened, which layin his bones; and he could not 
ftir to. help himfelf, any more than a man whofe 
bones are broken 3 and was in a3.much pain» and 
diftrefs, as if this had been his cafes otherwife: it 
was not. literally true, either of the Yews, or of 
Jeremiah, or of Chritt. j . 

¥.5. He hath builded againft me, &cc.]' Fortrefies, 
as the Targum adds; as when forts and batteries were 
raifed by the Cealdeans againtt the city of Ferufalem, 
in which the» prophet was: and compafjed me with 
gall and travel; or wearine/s *; the fame with gall 
and wormwood, y¥. 19. as Farchi obferves. ‘Vhe 
ienfe is, he was furrounded with forrow, affliction 
and tmifery, which were as difagreeable as. gall; 
or like poifon that drank up his {pirits, and) made 
him weary of his life. Thus our Lord was ex- 
ceeding forrowful, even unto death; wepsrurSe, 
encompafied with forrows, Matt.xxvi. 38.' The 
Targum, is, **: he hath furrounded the city; and 
“* rooted up the heads of the people, and caufed 
“* them to fail.” 

¥.6. He hath fet mé in dark places, 8c.]: Inthe 
dark: houfe- of the prifon} as the Targum ; in the 
dark. dungeon where ‘the prophet was put; or the 
captivity. in which the Zews, were, and which was 
like the dark grave or ftate of the dead ; and hence 
they are faid to be in their graves, Ezek. xxxviis 
12. Chrift was laid in the dark grave literally : as 
they that be dead of old, that\have been long dead, 
and are forgotten, as if they had never been ; fee 
Pf, Ixxxviii. 5. or, as ‘the dead of the world‘, or 
age; who, being dead, are gone out of the world, 
and no more in it. The Targum is, ‘* as the dead 
*¢ who. go into another world.” 

¥. 7. He hath hedged me about, that I cannot go 
cut, &c.] When in prifon, or in the dungeon, 
or during the fiege of Ferufalem; tho’ the phrafe 
may only denote in general the greatnefs of his 
troubles, with which he was encompafied, and how 
inextricable they were ; like am hedge about:a vine- 
yard, or a wall about a city; which could not eafily 
be got over: be haih made my chain heavy; his 
affliction intolerable. It is a metaphor taken from 
malefaétors. that have heavy chains put upon their 
legs, that they may not make their efcape out of 
prifon: or, my brafs*; that.is, chains, or a chain 
made of brafs; fo the Zarguin, ** he. hath made 
‘“* heavy upon my feet fetters of brafs.” 

¥. 8. Aifo when. 1 cry:and foout, &c.| Cry, be- 
caufe of the diftrefs.of the enemy within; Zour, 
or cry aloud for help from others without; »as per- 
fons in a prifon do, to. make them hear and pity 
their cafe: thus the prophet in his»affliction . cried 
aloud to God; was fervent,» earneft and importu- 
nate in prayer; and yet not heard: be /butteth out 
my prayer; fhuts the door, that it may not enter ; 
as the door is fometimes fhut upon. beggars, that 
their cry. may not be heard.) The Targum is, ‘‘ the: 
‘*¢ houfe of my prayer is fhut.” . Farchi interprets. 
it, of the windows of the. firmament being thut, 
fo that his:prayer could not pafs thro’, or be heard; 
fee y. 44. .The phrafe defigns God’s difregard, or 
feeming difregard, of the prayer of the prophet, 
or of the people ; and his fhutting his ears againft 
it. Of this, as the Meffiah’s cafe, fee P/ xxii. 2. 

y¥.-9. He hath inclofed my ways with hewn fone, 
&c.] Not with a hedge of thorns, or mud walls, 
but with a fence of ftones; and thefe not rough, 
and laid loofely together, but hewn and put in 

order, 
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order, and well cemented. The Targum is, with 

marble hewn ftones, which are harder than com- 

_ mon ftones, and not fo eafily demolifhed; this may 
refpect the cafe of the prophet in prifon, and in the 
dungeon, and in Yerufalem, when belieged; or in 
general his afflictive ftate, from whence he had no 
profpect of deliverance; or the ftate of the Yews in 
captivity, from which there was no likelihood. of 
areleafe. He hath made my paths crooked; or, per- 
verted my ways*; fo that he could not find his way 
out, when he attempted it; he got into a way 
which Jed him wrong; every thing went crofs and 
againft him, and all his meafures were difconcerted, 
and his defigns defeated ; no one ftep he took pro- 
fpered. 

y. 10. He was unto me as a bear lying in wait, 
&c.] For its prey, which feizes on it at once, and 
tears it in pieces; fuch were the Chaldeans to the 
Hews by divine permiffion: and as a lion in fecret 
places; lurking there, in order to take every op- 
portunity and advantage, and fall upon any crea- 
ture that comes that way. The fame thing is fig- 
“nified here, as before; fee Hof. v. 14. 

y. 11: He hath turned afide my ways, &c.} Or 
caufed me to depart or go back from the way I 
was in, and fo fall into the hand of the enemy that 
lay in wait, as before. archi interprets the word 
of thorns, and of fcattering the way with thorns, 
and hedging it up with them, fo that there was 
no pafling, Hof. ii. 6. the fenfe feems to be the 
fame with ¥. 9: and pulled me in pieces as any 
creature that falls into the hands of a bear or lion. 
Farchi fays, it fignifies a topping of the feet, fo 
that the traveller cannot go on in his way; and 
in the Talmudic language it is ufed for the break- 
ing off of branches of trees, which being ftrowed 
in the way, hinder paflengers from travelling ; 
and this fenfe agrees with what goes before: he 
hath made me defolate , or brought me into a defo- 
late condition, into ruin and deftruétion, as the 
Jews were in Babylon. 

¥. 12. He hath- bent bis bow, &c.] Which is 
put for all the inftruments of war; the Chaldeans 
were archers, and fhot their arrows into the city : 
and fet me asa mark for the arrow, asa butt to 
fhoot at; fignifying that God dealt with him, or 
his people, as enemies, the object of his wrath and 
‘indignation ; and if he direéted his arrow againft 
them, it muft needs hit them; there was no efcap- 
ing his vengeance ; fee od vii. 20. and xvi. 12. 

¥. 13. He hath caufed the arrows of bis quiver, 
&c.] Or, the fons of bis quiver’, an ufual He- 
braifm ; the quiver is compared, as Aben Ezra ob- 
ferves, to a pregnant woman; and Horace has a 
like expreffion, venenatis gravidam fagittis phare- 
tram* , the judgments of God are often fignified 
by this metaphor, even his four fore ones, fword, 
famine, peftilence, and noifome beaft, Deut. xxxii. 
23,42. Ezek, v. 16. and xiv. 21. thefe, fays the 
prophet, he caufed fo enter into my reins ; that is, 
into the midft of his land and people, -or into the 
city of Ferufalem , or thefe affected his mind and 
heart, as if fo many arrows had ftuck in: him, 
the poifon of which drank up his fpirits, fod vi. 4. 
Pf. xxxviil. 2: 

¥. 14. I was a derifion to all my people, &c.] So 
Feremich was to the people of the ews, and efpe- 
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cially to his townfmen, the men of Auathoth, Fer. 
xx. 7, 8. but if he perfonates the body of the 
people, others muft be intended; for they could | 
not be a derifion to themfelves, The Targum ren- 
ders it, to the fpoilers of my people; that is, ei- 
ther the wicked among themielves, or the Obal- 
deans ; and Aben Ezra well obferves, that Ammi is 
put for Ammim the people; and fois to be under- 
{tood. of all the people round about them, the 
Edomites, Moabites, and Ammonites, that laughed at 
their deftruction ; though fome interpret it of the 
wicked among the Zews, to whom the godly were 
a derifion; or of thofe who had been formerly 
fubject to the Fews, and fo their peopic, tho’ not 
now : and their fong all the day, beating on their 
tabrets, and ftriking their .harps, for joy ; for the 
word" ufed fignifies not vocal, but initrumental 
mufic ; of fuch ufage of the Meffiah, fee Pf Ixix, 
T2. 

¥. 15. He bath filled me with bitternefs, 8c.) Or 
with bitterneffes ™; inftead of food, bitter herbs ; 
the allufion perhaps is to the bitter herbs eat at 
the pafiover, and fignify bitter afflictions, fore ca- 
lamities, of which the prophet and his pecple had 
their fill. The Targum is, ‘* with the gall of fer- 
“© pents ;” fee Fob xx. 14. He bath made me 
drunken with wormwood ; with wormwood-drink ; 
but this herb being a wholefome one, tho’ bitter, 
fome think that hen-bane, or wolfs-bane, «is rather 
meant, which is of a-poifonous and intoxicating 
nature; it is no unufual thing for perfons to be 
reprefented as drunk with affliction, J/ li. 17, 21. 
Ser: msev i Ay. ei 

y¥. 16. He hath alfo broken my teeth with gravel- 
fones, &c.} With gritty bread, fuch as is made of 
corn ground with new milftones, the grit of which 
mixes with the flour; or with ftony bread, ‘as Se-. 
neca® calls a benefit troublefome to others; with 
bread that has little ftones mixed with it, by eat- 
ing of which the teeth are broken, as Farchi ob- 
ferves : the phrafe fignifies affictions and troubles, 
which are very grievous and difagreeable, like gra- 
vel in the mouth, as fin in its effeéts oftem proves, 
Prov. xx. 17. He hath covered me with Goes; as 
mourners ufed to be; the word rendered covered is 
only ufed in this place. bem Ezra renders it, be 
hath defiled me, and ‘farchi and Ben Melech, fron 
the Mifuah, be hath preffed me, without meafure ; 
fee. Luke vi. 38. and fo the Targum, “ he hath 
‘¢ humbled me :” but the Septwagint, Vulgate La- 
tin, and Arabic verfions, render it, be bath fed me 
with afbes; which verfion is defended by Caftel » 
and No/dius *, and beft agrees with the preceding 
claufe; and the fenfe is the fame with P/: cii. . 

y¥. 17. And thou haft removed my foul far off front. 
peace, &c.] From the time the city was befieged - 
by the Chaldeans, and now the people was carried ~ 
captive; who could have no true peace, being in 2 
foreign land, in an enemy’s country, and out of 
their own, and far from the place of divine wor- 
fhip; nor could the prophet have any peace of 
foul, in the confideration of thefe things, the city,” 
temple, and nation being defolate, tho’ he himéelf. 
was not in captivity. I forgat profperity; or good ?; 
he had been fo long from the enjoyment of 
that hehad loft the idea of it, and was th 
lefs about it, never expecting to fee it any 1 
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Ch. iii. ¥.18—22. LAMENTATIONS. 


¥. 18. And I faid, my firength and my bope are 
perifhed from the Lord.| The forther of thefe words 
fignifies, according to Aben Ezra, my ftanding, my 
fubfiftence, my continuance in being, or my per- 
petuity ; according ‘to Farchi, my abiding * in this 
world; it is rendred dood in Jf. Ixiii. 3. which is 
the fupport of life; and which when gone, or 
ceafes to~ circulate, a man ceafes to be: the fenfe 
is, that the prophet, or thofe he perfonates, looked 
upon themfelves as dead men, at leaft of a fhort 
continuance ; their natural ftrength was exhaufted, 
and they muft quickly die, and had no hope of 
living, or of enjoying the divine favour, or good 
things, at the hand of God. Some underftand it 
of fpiritual ftrength to do good, and of hope of 
having good things, or deliverence from the hand 
of God, which they were defpairing of; for the 
words are the language of defpondency, and betray 
great weaknefs and infirmity; for in the Lord is 
everlafting ftrength, and he is the hope of his 
people, and the Saviour of them in time of trou- 
ble, Jf xxvi. 4. and xlv. 24, Fer. xiv. 8: 

¥. 19. Remembering mine affiittion, and my mifery, 
&c.] The miferable affliction of him and his peo- 
ple; the remembrance of which, and poring upon 
it continually, caufed the defpondency before ex- 
prefied: tho’ it may be rendered imperatively, re- 
member my affittion, and my mifery* ; fo the Vul- 
gate Latin and Syriac verfions; and Aben Exra ob- 
ferves, that the words may be confidered as a re- 
gueft to God; and fo they feem to be; the pro- 
phet, and the people he perfonates, were not fo 
far gone into defpair, as to caft off prayer before 
God; but once more looked up to him, befeech- 
ing that he would, in his great mercy and pity, 
remember them in their diftreffed condition, and 
deliver out of it; for none could do it but himfelf: 
the wormwood and the gall, figurative expreflions 
of bitter and grievous afflictions, y¥. 5, 15. 

y¥. 20. My foul bath them fill in remembrance, 
&c.] That is, according to our Verfion, affliction 
and mifery, compared to wormwood and gall : 
but the words, my foul, are fetched from the next 
claufe, where they ought to ftand, and this to be 
rendered, in remembring thou wilt remember‘; or, 
thou wilt furely remember ; and fo exprefies the con- 
fidence of the prophet, and his firm belief, his 
faith and hope increafing in prayer, that God 
would in much mercy remember his people, and 
their afflictions, and fave them out of them: and 
is humbled in me, both under the afflicting hand of 
God, and in view and hope of his mercy: tho’ 
rather it fhould be rendered, and or for my foul me- 
ditateth within me”; fays or faggefts fuch things 
to me, that God will in wrath remember mercy ; 
fee Pf. Ixxvii. 7.. So Farchi makes mention of a 
Midrofb, that interprets it of his foul’s waiting till 
the time that God remembers. 

y¥. 21. This I recal to my mind, &c.] Not afflic- 
tion and mifery, but the Lord’s remembrance of 
his people; what he had been ufed to do, and 
would do again; and particularly what follows, 
the abundant mercy of God, and his great faith- 
fulnefs; thefe things the prophet fetched back to 
his mind, and revolved them in his heart, aad 
therefore, fays he, bave I hope; this revived his 
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hépe, ‘which he was ready to fay was perifhed from 
the Lord, and there was no foundation for it; but 
now he ‘faw there was, and therefore took heart, 
eae oe himfelf in the grace and mercy of 

od. 

¥. 22. It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not 

confumed, &c.] It was true of the prophet; that he 
died not in prifon, or in the dungeon; and of the 
people of the ews, who ‘tho’ many of them pe- 
tifhed by the fword, famine, and peftilence, yet 
God did not make a full end of them, according 
to his gracious promife, Yer. xxx. 11. but lete 
them a feed, a remnant, from whence the Meffiah, 
the mercy promifed, fhould come, and to which 
it was owing they were not utterly cut off for their 
fins : nor are any of the Lord’s fpecial people ever 
confumed ; their eftates may be confumed, and fo 
may their bodies by wafting difeafes, and at laft 
by death; but not their fouls, not only as to their 
being, but as to their well being, here and here- 
after ; tho’ their peace, joy, and comfort, may be 
gone for a while, thro’ temptation, defertion, and 
the prevalence of corruption; and they may be 
in declining circumftances, as to the exercife of 
grace, yet the principle itfelf can never be loft; 
faith, hope, and love, will abide; nor can they 
eternally perifh, or be punifhed with an everlaiting 
deftruction : all which is to be afcribed not to 
their own ftrength to preferve themfelves, nor to 
any want of defert in them to be deftroyed, or of 
power in God to confume them; but to his mercies 
and goodneffes, the rhultitude of them ; for there is 
an abundance of mercy, grace, and goodnefs in 
God, and various are inftances of it; as in the 
choice of his people to grace and glory; in the 
covenant of grace, and the bleffings of it they are 
interefted in ; in redemption by Chrift; in regene- 
ration by his Spirit; in the. forgivenefs of their 
fins ; and in their complete falvation ; which are 
all fo many reafons why they are not, and fhall not 
be confumed. The words may be reridered, the 
mercies or goodneffes of the Lord, for they are not 
confumed ; Or, that the mercies of the Lord, &c™. 
Farchi obferves, that Tamu is as Tammu ; the nun 
being inferted, according to Aben Ezra, inttead of 
doubling the letter mem; and the former makes 
the fenfe to be this, in conriexion with the preced- 
ing verfe, this I recal to mind— the mercies of the 
Lord, that they are not confumed , to which agrees 
the Targum, “* the goodneffes of the Lord, for 
“« they ceafe not; and fo the Septuagint, the mer-. 
cies of the Lord, for they have not left me; and to 
the fame fenfe the S)riac verfion is, the mercies of 
the Lord, for they have no end; and Aben Ezra’s 
note on the text is almoft in the fame words, ‘“‘ for 
‘«¢ there is no end to the mercies of God.”  Be- 
caufe bis compaffions fail not ; or, bis tender mercies *; 
of which he is full, and which are beftowed in a 
free and fovereign way, and are the fpring of alk 
good things, and a never-failing one they are; and 
‘this is another reafon why the Lord’s people are 
not confumed, and never fhall, becaufe of the 
mercies of the Lord, fince thefe fhall never fail ; 
for though they are, yet fhould they fail, they 
might be confumed ; but thefe are from ever- 
lafting to everlafting, and are kept with Chrift 
, their 
4 9mx%9 duratio mea, Montanus ; perennitas mea. Cotceius. _* "\Dt recordare, Munfter, Pagninus, Montanus, 
Vatablus, Cocceius, Michaelis. © DIN VND recordando recordaberis, Luther, Michaelis. 

“ wD) *5y PyUwT meditatur apud’ me anima mea, Junius & Tremellius ; et animo meo meditor, Caftalio. , 
agon ND D> UV ID quod mifericordia: Jehove deficiunt, wel defecerunt, fo fome in Vatablus ; ftudia Jehove 
quod non defecerunt, Cocceius. = *-‘Y9FV)_-miferationes ejus, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator. 
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their covenant-head ; fee P/: iii. 17. and Ixxxix. 
28: , 

i$: 33. They are new every morning, &c.] That 
is, the tender mercies or compaffions of God are, 
which prove that they fail not ; there are inftances 
of them every day, not only in,a temporal, but in 
a fpiritual fenfe ; they are ever new, always frefh 
and vigorous, conftant and perpetual ; fuch are the 
love, grace, and mercy of God, tho’ of old, yet 
daily renewed in the manifeftations. thereof ; and 
which make a morning of fpiritual light, joy, and 
comfort ; and whenever it is morning with the 
faints, they have new difcoveries of the love of 
God to them; and thefe indeed are a bright morn- 
ing to them, a morning without clouds. Great is 
thy faithfulnefs; fome render it, thy faith concerning 
thee ¥; this is a great grace, it is the gift of God, 
the operation of his Spirit, and to exercife it is a 
great thing; to this purpofe is Farchi’s note, ** great 
“* is thy promife, and a great thing it is to believe 
“<-in thee, that it fhall be performed, and that thou 
“< wilt obferve or keep what thou haft promifed to 
“us ;” but the attribute of God’s faithfulnefs is 
rather meant; which is another reafon why the peo- 
ple of God are not confumed, fince that never fails; 
God is faithful to himfelf, and cannot deny him- 
felf; he is faichful to his counfels and purpofes, 
which fhall be truly accomplifhed ; and to his co- 
venant and promifes, which fhall be fulfilled, and 
to his Son, the furety and faviour of his people. 

y. 24. The Lord is my portion, faith my foul, 
&c.] The prophet, or the church, whom he per- 
fonates, rifes and increafes in the exercife of faith ; 
from confidering the mercies, compaffions, and 
faithfulnefs of God, concludes a fure and firm in- 
tereft in him, as a portion and inheritance. The 
Lord is the portion of his people, in life and in 
death, in time and to eternity ; all he is, and has, 
is theirs ; they are heirs of him, and fhall enjoy 
him for ever, and therefore fhall not be confumed ; 
he is a portion large and full, inexpreffibly rich and 
great, a foul-fatisfying one, and will laft for ever. 
And happy are thofe, who from their hearts, and 
with their fouls, under a teftimony of the Spirit of 
God to their fpirits, and thro’ a gracious experience 
of him, can fay he is their portion and exceeding 
great reward, as the church here did; and thefe 
may fay with her, as follows: therefore will I hope 
in him; for deliverance from all evils and enemies; 
for prefent fupplies of grace; and for the enjoy- 
ment of future glory and happinefs. 

¥. 25. The Lord is good to them that wait for 
him, &c.} For the enjoyment of him as their por- 
tion in this world, and in that to come; for his 
prefence here and*hereafter; which they are fome- 
times now deprived of, but fhould wait patiently 
for it; fince he has his fet-time to arife and favour 
them with it; to fuch is he good communicatively, 
and in a fpecial way and manner. They that wait 
for him fhall not be afhamed, or difappointed of 
what they expect ; they fhall renew their fpiritual 
ftrength, and grow ftronger and ftronger ;_ they 
fhall inherit the earth, the new heavens and the 
new earth ; enjoy many bleflings now, and have 
good things laid up for them hereafter, eye has 
not feen, nor ear heard, Jf. xlix. 23. and xl. 31. 
and Ixiv. 4. Pf. xxxvii.'g. perhaps fome regard 
may be had to the coming of Chrift in the flefh, 
which the faints then expeéted, and were waiting 
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for in faith and hope; to whom the Lord was 
good and gracious in due time, by performing the 


LAMENTATIONS. Ch.iii. 3.2326. 


mercy promifed them, J/. xxv. 9. To the foul that 


Jeeketh him, that feeketh him aright; that feeks 
him by prayer and fupplication ; that feeks him in 
his houfe and ordinances, where he is to be found; 
that feeks him early, in the firft place, and above’ 
all things elfe; that feeks him earnettly, diligently, 
with his whole {pirit, heart, and foul; that feeks 
his face, his favour, grace, and glory, and all in 
Chrift, thro? whom all are to be enjoyed. God 
is good to fuch fouls ; he is a rewarder of them in 
a way of grace; with himfelf, as their fhield and 
exceeding great reward; with his Son, and all 
things freely with him ; with his Spirit and graces, 
and with eternal glory and happinefs; fuch find 
what they feek for; -Chrift, his grace, and eternal 
life ; the Lord never forfakes them, nor the work 
of his hand in them, and they fhall live fpiritu-- 
ally and eternally ; fee Hed. xi. 6. Prov. Viii. 
17. Matt, vii. 7. Rom, ii. 7. Pf..ix. 10. and 
ix,..32.. # 
| ¥. 26. It-is good that a man fhould both hope, and 
quietly wait, &c.] This-follows from the former; 
for if God is good to fuch, it muft be good for 
them to hope and wait for him; it is both their’ 
duty and their intereft: and it may be obferved, 
that hope is the ground of patient waiting, and is 
here promifed to it; where there is no hope of a 
thing, there will be no waiting for it, much lefs 
quietly: hope is of things unfeen, future, difficult, 
and yet poffible, or there would be no hope; and 
where there is that, there will be waiting; for if 
we hope for that we fee not, then do-we with patience 
wait for it, Rom. viii. 25. here, in the original 
text, it is, hope, and be filent*; or, a good man 
will both hope or wait, and be filent*, that is, un- 
der the prefent difpenfation, tho’ an afflictive one; 
men fhould be ftill, as David exhorts, and be 
dumb, as he was; and hold their peace, as Aaron 
did, at fuch feafons ; not that they fhould indulge 
a f{toical apathy, or be infenfible of their condition, 
and difregard the rod, and him that has appointed 
it, or be altogether filent and fpeechlefs ; but 
fhould own the hand of God, and their deferts; 
cry to him for deliverance, be thankful it is no 
worfe, and fpeak of the gracious dealings of God 
with them; yet fhould not murmur and complain, 
or charge God foolifhly; but be refigned to his will, 
and wait the iffue of providence quietly, even wait 
for the falvation of the Lord, for temporal deli- 
verance from outward evils and prefent afflictions, 
and for fpiritual and eternal falvation. The faints, 
under the Old Teftament, waited for Chrift, the 
author of falvation, appointed and promifed by the 
Lord. He is come, and has obtained falvation, — 
which is publithed in the gofpel. _ Senfible finners 
are made acquainted with their need of it, and fee 
the fulnefs and fuitablenefs of it, and are earneftly 
defirous of knowing their intereft in it; this is not 
immediately had; it is good to wait quietly for it, 
in an attendance on the word and ordinances; and 
this being come at, {till the complete enjoyment 
is yet behind: faints are now heirs of it, are kept 
unto it; it is nearer them than when they believed; 
Chrift will appear unto it, and it becomes them 
to wait patiently for it; which will be a falvation 
from the very being of fin; from the temptations. 
of fatan ; from all troubles inward ab i? 
"hae m 
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from all troublefome perfons and things; from all 
doubts, fears, darknefs, and unbelief; and will 
confift in perfect happinefs and glory, and is worth 
waiting for, 

¥. 27. It is good for a man that he bear the yoke 
in his youth.| Either the yoke of the command- 
ments, as the Zargum, or of correction, as Aben 
Ezra; of afflictions, as fatherly chaftifements; both 
fenfes may be retained. It is good to bear the 
yoke of the moral law, or the commandments of 
God, as they are in the hands of Chrift, a rule of 
walk and converfation, a yoke obliging all man- 
kind, and efpecially faints ; it is the duty of all to 
fubmit their necks to this yoke; it is but their 
reafonable fervice to love the Lord their God, and 
their neighbour as themfelves; as muft be judged 
by all but fons of Belial, who are without this 
yoke, having caft it off; and efpecially itis good 
to bear the yoke of Chrift, to embrace his doc- 
trines, and profefs them, and fubmit to his ordi- 
nances, fince his yoke is eafy, and leads to true 
reft, Matt. xi. 29, 30. it is commendable fo to 
do; fince it is a following Chrifl, and thofe who 
thro’ faith and patience have inherited the promifes; 
and befides, is both pleafant and profitable, being 
the means of increafing fpiritual ftrength, light, 
and joy: and it is right to do this in youth ; which 
is the choiceft time of life, and moft acceptable to 
Chrift, and when a man is capable of doing him 
moft fervice ; and efpecially, if men do not take 
upon them this yoke in the day of their efpoufals, 
and while their firft love lafts, it is much if they 
ever do it after, and therefore fhould not neglect 
it: and fo it is good to bear the yoke of afflictions, 
tho’ difagreeable to flefh and blood, to take up the 
crofs, and bear it after Chrift, willingly, and chear- 
fully, and patiently ; this is good, for hereby fouls 
are brought to a fenfe of fin, to be humbled for 
it, and confefs it; it isa means of purging from 
it, and preventing it; hereby the graces of the 
Spirit are tried, exercifed, and become brighter ; 
faints are inftruéted in many ufeful leffons in the 
word of God, in humility, faith, and fear; herein 
they enjoy much of the prefence of God, and all 
work for their good, fpiritual and eternal. And 
as there is a clofe connexion between a profeffion 
of faith in Chrift, and fubmiffion to his ordinances, 
and fufferingr eproach and perfecution for the fame; 
it is good for a man to bear the one, as well as 
the other, i bis youth ; this will ferve to keep him 
humble, and hide pride from him, which youth 
are addicted to; to wean him from the world, the 
jufts and pleafures of it, which are enfnaring to 
that age; to prevent many fins and evils, fuch 
might be tempted to go into; and to inure them 
to hardfhips, and make them good foldiers of 
Chrift. 

y. 28. He fitteth alone, &c.] Retires from the 
world, and the men of it, who takes upon him 
the yoke of Chrift, tho’ he is not alone, but God, 
Father, Son, and Spirit, are with him; and he is 
with the faints, the excellent of the earth, and has 
communion with them ; and fo he is, that under 
the afflicting hand of God bears it patiently, and 
does not run from place to place complaining of 
it, but fits ftill, and confiders the caufe, end; and 
ufe of it. Some render the words in connexion 
with the preceding, it is good shat be fit alone”, 
it is good for a man to be alone; in his clofet, 
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praying to God; in his houfe or chamber, reading 
the word of God; in the field, or elfewhere, me- 
ditating upon it, and upon the works of God, of 
nature, providence, and grace: and keepeth filence, 
becaufe he hath born it on him; or, took it on him; 
either becaufe he took it upon him willingly, and 
therefore fhould bear it patiently ; or becaufe he 
(God) hath put it upon him ‘, and therefore fhould 
be filent, and not murmur and repine, fince he 
hath done it, Pf xxxix. 9. 

¥. 29. He putteth his mouth in the duft, &c.] Of 
felf-abhorrence ; fenfible of his own vilenefs and 
nothingnefs, his unworthinefs, and the unprofit- 
ablenefs of all his duties; afcribing the whole of 
his falvation to the free grace of God, Fob xlii. 6. 
humbling himfelf under the mighty hand of God; 
not daring to open his mouth in a complaining 
way againft him; but proftrating himfelf before 
him to the earth, as the manner of the eaftern peo- 
ple in prayer was, to which the allufion is; lick- 
ing as it were the duft of the earth, under a fenfe 
of the diftance and difproportion between God and 
him, who is but duft and afhes; fo the Targum 
adds, ‘* and is proftrate before the Lord :” if fo 
be there may be hope; or, peradventure there is 
hope“; for as fome interpreters obferve, thefé 
words do not exprefs hefitation and doubt, but 
hope and expectation of help, to beat the yoke of 
God’s commandments, and in due time to be de- 
livered from affliction and diftrefs. 

¥. 30. He giveth his check to him that fmiteth 
him, &c.| Either to God that afflicts him, and 
patiently bears it; fee J/ ix. 13. or rather to men. 
To be {mitten on the cheek is always reckoned a 
very great affront; to turn thé cheek to an inju- 
rious man, is to give him an opportunity and leave 
to fmite, and fignifies the taking of it patiently, 
and agrees both with our Lord’s advice and ex- 
ample, Matt. v. 39. If, 1. 6. - He is filled full with 
reproach, has many reproaches, and the reproaches 
of many upon him; as fuch muft expect, that 
take Chrift’s yoke upon them; fee P/- cxxiii. 3, 4. 
and yet revile not again, but efteem reproaches 
for Chrift’s fake great riches, and wear them as 
crowns, and bind them about their necks as chains 
of gold; efteeming it an honour, and an happinefs, 
to fuffer fhame for his name. 

¥. 31. For the Lord will not caft off for ever.] 
Which is not to be underftood of all ‘his creatures; 
for there are fome he does caft off for ever, as 
the angels-that finned; reprobate men, profligate 
and abandoned finners, that live and die impeni- 
tent and unbelievers, carnal profeffors, and apo- 
{tates ; but not his own fpecial and peculiar peo- 
ple, the people whom he has foreknown and loved 
with an everlafting love, his {piritual J/rael; or, 
as the Targum fupplies it, bis fervants ; fee Pf. xciv. 
14. Rom. xi. 2. Fer. xxxi. 37. and xxxiil. 25, 26. 
he may féem for a while to rejeét them, but not in 
reality and for ever; as, when he hides his face from 
them, lays his afflicting hand on them, or fuffers 
them to be afflicted by others, and defers his help, 
and does not immediately appear to their deliver- 
ance and falvation ; but in reality he never rejects 
them froin being his people, his fervants, and his 
fons ; they have always a place in his heart, and 
are ever under his eye and care; they continue in 
his covenant, and abide in his family ; and tho’ 
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by men, yet are. not caft off by God, neither in 
youth nor old age, in time or eternity ; his love 
is unchangeable; his purpofes firm-+and unaltera- 
ble; his counfel, covenant, oath and promife, im~ 
mutable ; and they are his jewels, his portion, and 
inheritance; and this is a ground and reafon of 
bearing patiently all afflictions, injuries, and re-, 
proaches ; for tho’ men caft off, God will not. 

y. 32. But though he caufe grief, &c.) As he 
fometimes does in his own people; by convincing 
them of fin, and producing in them godly forrow, 
which worketh repentance unto life, not to be re- 
pented of; by correcting and chaftizing them for 
it, and by hiding his face from them; all which 
are grievous to them: yet will he have compaffion ac- 
cording to the multitude of his mercies ; his mercies 
are many, both temporal and {piritual, and his com- 
paffion is anfwerable ; which he fhows to his people 
by an application of pardoning grace, thro’ the blood 
of Chrift; by fympathizing with them under their 
afflictions, and delivering from them ; by granting 
them his gracious prefence, and reftoring to them 
the joys of his falvation ; all which is not accord- 
ing to their merits, but his mereies. 

¥. 33. For be doth not afflic willingly, &c.] Or, 
from his heart * ; he does afflict ; for all afflictions 
are from God; but they don’t come from the mere 
motion of his heart, or are the effects of his fove- 
reign will and pleafure, as the good things he be- 
ftows upon his people do, without any refpeét to 
any caufe or occafion in them ; but fin is the caufe 
and occafion of thefe, as Zarchi well obferves : it 
is with reluctance the Lord afflicts his people ; he 
is as it were forced to it, fpeaking after the man- 
ner of men; fee Hof. xi. 8. he does not do it 
with delight and pleafure; he delights in mercy, 
but judgment is his ftrange act ; nor does he do it 
with all his heart and foul, with all his might and 
ftrength ; he does not ftir up/all his wrath; for 
then, the fpirit would fail before him, and the 
fouls that he has made; and efpecially he does not 
do it out of ill-will, but in love, and for their 
good: nor grieve the children of men, that is, he 
does not from his heart, or willingly grieve the 
children of men, by afflicting them; which mutt 
be underftood of thofe fons of men whom he has 
loved, and made his fons and heirs ; thofe fons of 
men, that wifdom’s delights were with from ever- 
lafting, Prov. viii. 31. 

¥. 34. Lo crufh under his feet all the prifeners of 
the earth, &c.] Thefe words, with what follow in 
the two next verfes, either depend upon the pre- 
ceding, and are to be connected with them, be 
doth not afflit, &c. tho’ he lays his hand on men, 
he don’t crufh them under his feet, or break them 
in pieces, and utterly deftroy them, even fuch, 
and all fuch, as are bound in affli€tion and iron; 
or in a fpiritual fenfe, fuch as are prifoners to fin, 
fatan, and the law, as all men by nature are; he 
does not crufh thefe to pieces, tho’ they deferve it, 
at leaft not a// of them ; for he proclaims in the 
gofpel liberty to the captives, and fays, by the 
power of his grace, to the prifoners, go forth, and 
encourages the prifoners of hope to turn to their 
ftrong-hold : and alfo, tho’ he afflicts, he does no 
injuftice to them, does not, turn afide their right, 
or fubvert their caufe, Yd viii. 3. and xxxiv. 5, 12. 
or rather, thefe depend upon, and are to. be con- 


inftances of Ye/eph’s brethren, im their uf 
him; and of the Jews, in the crucifixion of Chri 
Prov. xvi, 9. and xix. 21. The Targum is, “ 
*¢ is the man that faith, and evil is done it 
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proveth not ; as he does not do thefe things him- 
felf, he don’t approve of them in others; that they, 
fhould ufe captives cruelly, trample upc 
like mire in the ftreets, or as the d 
feet ; particularly regard may be had to | : 
in Babylon, ufed ill.by thofe that detained them 5: - 
fer tho’ it was by the will of God they were car- 
ried captive, yet the Chaldeans exceeded due bounds 
in their ufage of them, and added affliction to their 
affiction, which the Lord approved not of, but . 


them. 
. Ss 


refented, Zech. i. 15. 


¥. 35. Io turn afide the right of a man, &c.J 
The Zargum is, of a poor man; not to do him ju- 


 ftice in a court of judicature; to cauie judgment 


to incline to the wrong fide; to give the caufe a- 
gainft a man, to give a wrong fentence; this is 
difapproved of by the Lord, and forbidden by 
him : before the face of the moft high; either before 
the moft high God, he being prefent and among 
the gods, the judges, when they pafs fentence ; 
and yet, to pafs a wrong one in his prefence, with- 
out any regard to him, or fear of him, muft be 
provoking to him: or, defore a fuperior*, as fome 
render it ; before a judge that fits upon the bench; 
endeavouring by unjuft charges, wrong pleas, and 
falfe witnefles, to deprive a man of his right; fee 
Eccl. v. 8. 

y. 36. To fubvert.a man in his caufe, &e.] A 
poor man, as the Zargum, which aggravates it ; 
as by courfes and methods taken in an open court, 
fo by fecret underhand-ways, to get the caufe from 
him, and injure him in his property: the Lord 
approveth not; or, feeth not * ; which fome under- 
{tand as fpoken by wicked men, who do the above 
things, and flatter themfelves that God fees not, 
and takes no notice of them, Ezek. ix. 9. and 
others read it interrogatively, doth mot the Lord 


fee*? he does; he fees all the actions of men, 


nothing is hid from him ; but he fees not with ap- 
probation ; he don’t look upon fuch things with 
delight and pleafure, but with abhorrence, Had. i. 
13. The Targum is, *¢ is it poffible that it fhould 
«* not be revealed before the Lord?” 

¥. 37. Who is be that faith, and tt cometh to 
pafs? &c.] Or, whe that /ays this thall be, and 
it cometh to pafs? or, who is be that faith this thalk 
come to pa/s‘? this, or that, or the other thing, 
he wills and defires, and his heart is fet upon: 
when the Lord commandeth it not? has net willed 
and decreed it, but determined the contrary; for 
nothing efcapes his knowledge and foreknowledge ; 
or can refift his will; or controul his power; or 
fruftrate his councils, and counter-work his de- 
figns ; whatever f{chemes men form to get riches, 
obtain honour, do mifchief to others, prolong life 
to themfelves, and, perpetuate their names to po- 
{terity, being contrary to the purpofe of God, never 
fucceed ; whenever they do fucceed in any of. the 
above inftances, it is becaufe God has commanded, 
or he has determined, it fhould be fo; as im the 
of 


“* world; but becaufe they: have done: what 
** not commanded from the mouth of the Lor 

¥. 38. Out, of the mouth of the I oft Hi b 
ceed not evil and good?) Certai 
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nected with the laft claufe of y. 36: the Lord ap- | come to pals, both one and the,ather, as God has: 
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pronounced, and his will determined; even. evils, 
as it is in the plural number; not the evil of fin, 
or of fault; this comes not out. of the mouth of 
God, but is forbidden and condemned by him ; 
much lefs is he the author of it, or.tempter to it ; 
indeed it is not without his knowledge, nor in fome 
fenfe without his will; not with his will of appro- 
bation, but by his permiflive will, which he fuf- 
fers to be, and over-rules for good; but evils here 
defign the judgments of God, or punifhment in- 
flicted on finners, and chaftifement on his own 
people; the evil of affliction, or adverfe difpenfa- 
tions of providence, If. xlv. 7. Amos iii. 6. Mic. 
vi. g. they are all by his appointment ; -he has faid 
or determined what fhall be the kind and nature 
of them.; the meafure, how far they fhall go; and 
the duration, how long they fhall laft; and the 
end and ufe of them; fee Fodii. 10. and v. 6, 7. 
and xxiii. 14. and fo all good comes from God, 
who is goodnefs itfelf; all created good, as every 
creature of God is good; every good thing in pro- 
vilence; all temporal good things; as to have a 
being ; to be preferved in it; to have an habita- 
tion to dwell in; to have food and raiment, health 


and long life; thefe are all by the appointment of 


God, and according to the determination of his 
will: all fpiritual good things are purpofed, pro- 
mifed and prepared by him in. council and cove- 
nant; the great good of all, falvation by Chrift ; 
this is what God has appointed his Son for, and 
his people to, and fixed the time of it, and all 
things relating to it; the effectual calling of the 
redeemed ones is according to his purpofe and grace; 
the perions, thing itfelf, time, place and means ; 
alfo eternal glory and happinefs, which is the king- 
dom prepared, the crown laid up, and inheritance 


referved in heaven, according to the purpofe of 


God ; all good things, in time and eternity, are as 
God has pronounced them. 

¥. 39. Wherefore doth a living man complain ? 
&c.] Or murmur, or fret and vex, or bemoan 
himielf ; all which the word * may fignify ; as the 
prophet had done in his own perfon; or as _per- 
jonating the church, from y¥. 1. to ¥. 19. and here 
checks himfelf for it; and efpecially fince the mer- 
cies and compaffions of God never fail, and are 
daily renewed, and the Lord himfelf is the por- 
tion of his people, ¥. 22, 23, 24. and feeing he is 
good to them that feek him, and it is good to 
wait quietly for the falvation of God,. and to bear 
the yoke patiently, ¥. 25,26, 27. and becaufe of 
the unwillingnels of God to afflict men, and his 
fympathy and compafiion towards them under af- 
fliction, ¥. 32, 33. and efpecially fince all is from 
the fovereignty of God, who does according to his 
will ; and from whom all good and evil come, 
¥. 37, 38. he is not to be complained of, or a- 
gainit, for any thing he does; or to be murmured 
at; nor fhould men vex and fret themfelves at 
their own adverfity, or at the profperity of others ; 
or bemoan themfelves, as if no cafe was like theirs, 
or fo bad. It does not become a man, a reafon- 
able creature; a man grown up, to behave in this 
manner; fuch fhould quit.themfelves like men, and 
condué as fuch; a man that God is fo mindful of, 
and cares for, and vifits every moment, and fol- 
lows with his goodnefs continually ; a maa, finful 
man, that has rendered himfelf unworthy. of the 
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leaft favour; and yet fuch is the loving-kindnefs, 
favour and good-will of God to man, that-he has 


provided his own Son to be his Saviour ; and there- 
fore man, of all God’s creatures, has no reafon to 
complain of him ; and is a ving man too, ina na- 
tural fenfe; is upheld in life by the Lord, and has 
the common mercies of life; is in health, or how- 
ever in the land of the living ; out of hell, where 
he deferves to be ; and therefore fhould praife, and 
not complain, J/ xxxviii. 19. efpecially if he is a 
living man, in a fpiritual fenfe; has a principle of 
{piricual life implanted in him; Chrift lives in him, 


and his life is hid with him in God, and has a 
right and title to eternal life: @ man for the punith- 
ment of bis fins ? the word punifhment is not in the 
text; but admitting the fupplement ; if a man is 
a wicked man; and fo the Zargum interprets it; 
and is punifhed for his fins, no. injuftice is done 
him; he has no reafon to complain; and efpe- 
cially of his punifhment in this world, which is 
greatly lefs than his fins deferve, Ezra ix. 13. and 
if he is a good man, and is chaftifed «for his fins, 
he ought not to complain for the chaflifement of 
them ; fince it is the chaftifement of a father, is 
in love, and for his good: but the words may be 
rendered literally, @ man for, or of his fins *; and 
be confidered as a diftinét claufe, and-as an anfwer 
to the former, fo Farchi; if a man will complain, 
let him complain of his fins; of the corruptions 
of his heart ; of the body of fin and death he car- 
ries about with him; of his daily iniquities ; let 
him mourn over them, and bemoan himfelf for 
them; and if he does this in an evangelic manner, 
he is happy; for he fhall be comforted. 

¥. 40. Let us fearch and try cur ways, &e.] In- 
ftead of murmuring and complaining, let us fearch 
for fomething that mayfupport and comfort, teach 
and inftruét under afflictive providences ; let us 
fearch into the love of God, which, ‘tho’ it can- 
not be fully fearched out, it will be found to be 
from everlafting to everlafting; and that all af- 
fictions {pring from it; and that it continues’ not- 
withftanding them :, let us fearch into the covenant 
of grace, in which provifion is made for afilic- 
tions in cafe of difobedience, and. for fupports 
under them: let us: fearch the fcriptures, whicli 
are written for our comfort; and it is much if we 
don’t find fome in the inftances, examples and ex- 
periences of other faints therein recorded: let us 
{earch after a greater degree of the knowledge of 
Chrift, and of his grace; fo fhall we be more con- 
formable to his fufferings.and death,’ and patient 
under our troubles: let us fearch into our own 
hearts, and examine ourfelves, whether we have 
true repentance for fin, ‘true faith in Chrift; and 
whether he is in us, or no5 and we have a part in 
him, which will make us eafy in every ftate: let 
us fearch into the prefent difpenfation, in order to 
find out the caufe of it, which is fin; and the end 
of it, which God has in it for our good: let us 
fearch our ways, and try them, by the word of 
God, the ftandard of faith and practice; and fee 
what agreement there is between them: let us try 
our thoughts, words and actions by the law of 
God, which is holy, fpiritual, juft and good and 
we fhall fee how abundantly fhort they come of it ; 


and let us try our ways, and compare them with the 
ways of God, which he has prefcribed in his word 5 


, and — 
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and we fhall find, that the one are holy, the other 
unholy ; the one plain, the other crooked ; the 
one dark, the other light; the one pleafant, and 
peace is in them, the other not; the one lead to 
life, the other to death; fee J: lv. 7, 8,9: and 
turn again to the Lord; by repentance, as the Tar- 
gum adds; let us turn out of our finful ways, upon 
a fearch and examination of them; and turn to 
the Lord, his ways and worfhip, from whom we 
thave departed, and againft whom we have finned ; 
acknowledging our iniquities, who receives gra- 
cioufly, is ready to forgive, and does abundantly 
pardon. 

y. 41. Let us lift up our heart with our bands, 
&c.] Lifting up of the hands is a prayer-gefture, 
and is put for prayer itfelf; fee P/. cxli.2. 1 Yim. 
ii. 8. but the heart muft go along with it, or it 
is of no avail; the foul mutt be lifted up to God ; 
there muft be an afcending of that unto him, in 
earneft defires after him ; in affection and love to 
him; in faith and dependance on him; and in 
hope and expectation of good things from him, 
P/. xxv. 1. this is the way in which men return to 
God, even by prayer and fupplication. The Zar- 
gum is, * let us lift up our hearts, and caft away 
‘* rapine and prey out of our hands ;” and Farchi 
and Abendana mention a Midra/b, that paraphrafes 
it, ‘* let us lift up our hearts in truth to God, as 
“© a man wathes his hands in purity, and catfts 
‘© away all filthinefs from them ;” fee Heb. x. 22: 
unto God in the heavens; who has made them, and 
dwells in them ; and therefore prayer mutt be di- 
rected to him, as being there; fo our Lord taught 
his difciples to pray, Mart. vi. 9. and which is a 
very great encouragement to faith in prayer ; when 
it is confidered that God is the maker and poffeffor 
of heaven and earth; and that our help is in, 
and expected from him, who made all thefe ; and 
befides the faints have an high-prieft, an advocate 
with the Father there, to. plead their caufe for 
them; and many great and good things are there 
laid up for them. 

¥. 42. We have tranfgreffed, and have rebelled, 
&c.] Here begins the prayer, the fenfe of which 
is directed to, tho’ the words are not dictated; and 
it begins with confeffion of fin, as prayer fhould, 
efpecially when in fuch circumftances as the people 
of the Yews now were ; and with confeffion of it, 
as a tran{greffion of the law of God; and as re- 
bellion againft him, as every fin is, a breach of 
his law, a contempt of his authority, and a tramp- 
ling under foot his legiflative power, and an act 
of hoftility againft him; and fo downright rebel- 
lion; every fin being an overt-act of that kind, 
and which is aggravated by the favours before 
acknowledged to have been received : thou hajft not 
pardoned; as they apprehended; they had not the 
difcovery and application of pardoning grace and 
mercy ; otherwife pardon of fin with God is patt, 
and includes all fin prefent and future, as well as 
paft; but temporal. afflictions being upon them, 
they concluded their fins were not pardoned ;_ par- 
don of fin in fcripture often fignifying the removal 
of fuch afflictions. 

¥.43. Thou haft covered with anger, &c.| Either 
himfelf; not as a tender father, that cannot bear 
to fee the affliction of -a child; this does not. fuit 
with anger; but rather as one greatly difpleafed, 
in whofe face anger appears, being covered with 
it; or who covers his face with it, that he may 
not be feen, withdrawing his gracious prefence ; or 
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haft put anger as a wall between thee and us, as 
Jarchi;, fo that there was no coming nigh to him: 
or elfe it means covering his people with it; fo the 
Targum, ‘* thou haft covered us with anger ;” de- 
noting the largenefs and abundance of afflictions 
upon them; they were as it were covered with 
them, as tokens of the divine difpleafure ; one 
wave and billow after another paffing over them. 
SanéHus thinks the allufion is to the covering of 
the faces of condemned malefactors, as a token of — 
their being guilty: and perfecuted us; the Targum 
adds, in captivity ; that is, purfued and followed 
us with frefh inftances of anger and refentment ; 
to have men to be perfecutors is bad, but to have 
God to be a perfecutor is dreadful : thou haft flain, 
thou bat not pitied, had fufiered them to be flain 
by the fword of the enemy, and had fhewn ne 
compaffion to them; fee the note on ch, ii. 21. 
here, and in fome following verfes, the prophet, 
or the people he perfonates, are got to cemplain- 
ing again, tho’ before he had checked himfelf for 
it; fo hard it is under afflictions to put in prac- 
tice what fhould be done by ourfelves and others. 

¥. 44. Thou haft covered thyfelf with a cloud, 
8cc.] With wrath and anger, as a cloud; he wrapped 
up himfelf in thick darknefs, fo as not to be feen 
or come at: fin, when it appears not pardoned, is 
as a cloud between God and his people; and this 
caufes him to fhew his anger and difpleafure; which 
is the cloud about him, or the hiding of his face. 
The Targum is, * thou haft covered the heavens’ 
‘* with the clouds of thy glory :” that our prayer 
foould not pafs thre’; in fuch circumftances God 
feems to his people to be inexorable; and not a 
God hearing and anfwering prayer, as he is; as 
if there was no accefs unto him, or audience to 
be had of him, or acceptance of perfons and prayers 
with him ; whereas the throne of grace is always 
open and acceffible: and there is a new and living 
way for believers always to approach unto God in; 
he is on a mercy-feat ready to receive and hear 
their prayers. 

¥.45. Thou baft made us as the off-[couring and 
refuse in the midft of the people.) Had given them 
up into the hands of the Gentiles, the Chaldeans, 
to be treated as the dirt of the ftreets, as the 
{weepings of a houfe; or the drofs of metal; or 
any thing that is vile, mean and contemptible. 
The apoftle feems to have fome reference to this 
paffage ; and his words may be an illuftration of 
it, « Cor. iv. 13. 

¥. 46. All our enemies have opened their mouths 
againft us.| Like lions and other beafts of prey, 
to devour us; or in way of fcorn and derifion ; 
pouring out their reproaches upon us, and fcoffs at 
us, for our religion, and the worfhip of God, and 
on account of prefent miféries and diftreffes ; fee 
ch. ii. 16. The Targum adds, ‘* to decree againft 
‘© us evil decrees.” 

¥. 47. Fear and a fuare is come upon us, 8c.) 
Or, fear and a pit; the fear of falling into the 
pit of ruin and deftruction, on the brink of which 
they faw themfelves; or fear feized us, and caufed 
us to flee; and a fnare or pit was prepared for us 
to fall into; fo that there was no efcaping hence : 
defolation and deftruétion, defolation or devaftation 
of their land ; and deftruction of their city and 
temple; and of multitudes of them by the fword, 
famine and peftilence ; and the reft carried into 
captivity, excepting a few left defolare in the 


land. ie. 


2a 


eee 


Ch. iit. 

¥. 48. Mine eye runneth down with rivers of wa- 
‘ver, &c.] Denoting the greatnefs of his grief and 
trouble at the afflictions of his people, and the 
vaft profufion of tears on that account. Here 
the prophet fpeaks in his own perfon, exprefling 
the anguifh of his foul he felt, and the floods of 
tears he fhed: for the deftruétion of the daughter of 
my people; for thofe that were flain of them, or 
carried captive ; fee Fer. ix. 1. Pf cxix. 136. The 
Targum is, ‘* for the deftruction of the congrega- 
** tion of my people.” 

¥. 49. Mine eye trickleth down, and ceafeth not, 
&c.] From weeping, as the Zargum; the pro- 
phet was continually weeping ; the diftrefies of his 
people were always uppermoft in his mind; and 
which {fo affected him, that it drew tears from his 
eyes, which conftantly trickled. down his cheeks: 
without any intermiffion,; or, without intermiffions ® 
there were no {tops or paufes in his grief, and in 
the expreffions of it: or it may be rendered, de- 
cauje there were no intermiffions ° ; that is, of the 
miferies of his people; fo Ferchi, “* becaufe there 
** were no changes and paffing away ;” that -is, 
of evils; and to the fame purpofe the Targum, 
“< becaufe there is none that intermits my diftrefs, 
*¢ and {peaks comforts to me.” 

¥. 50: Till the Lord look down, and behold from 
heaven.| Difperfes and diffipates the cloud that 
was about him; fhines forth and manifefts him- 
felf, and looks favourably upon his people, and 
delivers them out of their troubles: this the pro- 
phet was in hope of, and was waiting for; but 
till it came to pafs, could have no reft and com- 
fort. The Targum is, ‘* till he look and behold 
“< my injury;” as if he had regard to his own 
perfonal injury done him ; but the former fenfe is 
bett. 

¥. 51. Mine eye affecteth mine heart, &c.| Seeing 
the defolation of his country ; the ruins of the city 
and temple of Feru/alem; and the multitudes of 
thofe that were flain, and carried captive ; and the 
diftrefles the reft were in; this affected his heart, 
and filled it with grief; as his heart alfo affected 
his eyes, and caufed them to run down in rivers of 
water, as before exprefled; or, as the Targum, 
‘© the weeping of mine eyes is the occafion of hurt 
** to my foul or life ;” his exceffive weeping en- 
dangered his life: decaufe of all the daughters of 
my city; not Anathoth his native place, but Feru- 
falem; fo the Targum, ‘* of Ferufalem my city.” 
The meaning is, that his heart was affected at 
feeing the ruin of the inhabitants of Ferufalem; or 
of the towns and cities round about it, which that 
was the metropolis of. Some, as Farchi, render it, 
more than all the daughters of my city”; his heart 
was more affected with thofe calamities, than thofe 
of the moft tender fex, even than any, or all of 
them. 

¥.52. Mine enemies chafed me fore like a bird, 
&c.} That is weak and helplefs, fearful and ti- 
morous ; that flees from place to place when pur- 
fued ; fo it was with the prophet, or rather with 
the people of the Fews he perfonates ; for here 
and in the following verfes he fpeaks not only of 
himfelf, but of them; who, when they fled out 
of the city, were chafed and purfued by the Cha/- 
deans like a bird, till they were taken; fee Fer. 
lit. 7, 8, 9: without caufe,; which may be con- 


aA MUST PND a non intermifionibus, Montanus, Calvin ; 


intermiffiones, Junius & Tremellius, Pifcator, Tigurine verfion. ; , i 
29 N59 WY concluferunt in fovea vitam meam, Noldius, 


*tatis mew; fo fome in Vatablus ; and Jarchi. 


Concord. Ebr. Part. p. 141. manciparunt fovee vitam meam, Coccéius. 


mitatam, Pifcator. 


5 


x 


¥.48—36. LAMENTATIONS. 


679 
nected with the word enemies, fo the Targum; who 
were fo without caufe ; they had done them no in- 
jury, to make them their enemies; and without 
fee purfued and chafed them in the manner they 
id. 

¥. 53. They have cut off my life in the dungeon, 
&c.] Farchi interprets it, * they bound me in 
‘* the prifon.” eremiah was both in a prifon, and 
in a dungeon, where he was deprived of the fo- 
ciety of men, as if he had been dead ; and he was 
in danger of lofing his life; but whether any re- 
fpect is had to it here, is not certain: it feems ra- 
ther to refpect the people of the Fews in captivity, 
who were deprived of their rights and liberties, and 
of the comforts of life; and were like dead men 
in their graves, to whom they are compared, Ezek. 
XXXvil. 11. but fince Feremiah was not dead, nor 
did he die in the dungeon, Farchi’s fenfe feems bett, 
and agrees with what follows; and is confirmed by 
the verfion of others, who render it, they /hut up 
my life in the dungeon *; or himfelf there: and caft 
a ftone upon me; to fee if he was dead, or to pre- 
vent him from rifing. The allufion is to the put- 
ting of ftones at the mouths of dens and dun- 
geons, caves and graves, to keep in thofe there 


| put: or they ftoned me, as the Targum, that is, | 


they endeavoured to do it: or the Fews in capti- 
vity were like perfons ftoned to death, or like dead 
men covered with an heap of ftones ; for that e- 
remiah was ftoned to death there is no reafon to 
believe. 

¥. 54. Waters flowed over mine head, &c.| As 
in a pit or dungeon, where there is not only mire 
and clay, but much water, into which perfons 
being put, fink and are covered therewith ; fee 
Pf. \xix.1,2. this is to be underftood metaphorical- 
ly, of the waters of afflictions, which overflowed 
and overwhelmed the people of the Jews. Farchi 
interprets it, of the nations of the world, as much 
people are often compared to waters; and here the 
Chaldeans may be particularly intended, whofe army 
overflowed the land of Yudea, and, like a mighty 
torrent, carried away the people, and wealth of it} 
and brought them into troubles, which were like 
deep waters: then J faid, I am cut off; whilft the 
waters are only up to a man’s loins, he does not 
apprehend himfelf in danger; but there is hope of 
his wading thro’, and getting out; but when they 
rife above his head, his hopes are gone ;_ he reckons 
it all over with him, and that he is juft perifhing, 
and his life in the utmoft danger; there being fcarce 
any probability or poffibility of faving him; fo ir 
was with thefe people. 

¥. 55. I called upon thy name, O Lord, &c.|] As 
in times paft, fo in the prefent diftrefs; when all 
hope was gone, and all help failed, ftill there was 
a God to go to, and call upon: out of the low 
dungeon; or, dungeon of lowneffes', the loweft dun- 
geon, the deepeft diftrefs, a man or people could 
be ing yet then and there it is not too late to call 
upon the Lord ; and there may be hope of deliver- 
ance out of fuch an eftate by him. 
yy. 56. Thou haft heard my voice, &c.] Either 
in times paft, when he cried unto him, and was 
delivered ; and this was an encouragement to call 
upon him again in fuch extremity, who had fhewn 


himfelf to be a God hearing and ne prayer ; 
hence it follows: Aide not thine ear at my breathing, 
at 
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at my cry; turn not a deaf ear to me, who haft 
been wont to hear me heretofore; ftop not thine 
ear at my cry now, at my prayer, which he calls 
his dreathing ; prayer is the breath of a foul re- 
generated by the Spirit, and is a fign and evidence 
of life, when it is fpiritual , in it a foul pants after 
God, and communion with him, and falvation by 
him. Some render it, at my ga/ping *; or panting, 
for breath; juft ready to expire, unlefs immediate 
fuccour is given: or elfe the whole of this refers 
to the prefent time, when the Lord heard and 
anfwered, not only the firft claufe, but this alfo; 
which may be rendered, not by way of petition, 
but affirmation, thou didjt not hide thine ear at my 
breathing, at my cry‘; and this agrees both with 
what goes before, and with what is exprefled in the 
next verfe. . 
¥. 57. Thou dreweft near in the day that I called 
upon thee, &c.} When perfons draw nigh to God 
in a way of duty, and particularly in this of prayer, 
and calling on his name; he draws nigh to them 
in a way of grace and mercy, and manifefts him- 
felf to them, and works falvation for them. The 
Targum is, *‘ thou didft caufe an angel to draw 
‘* near to deliver me in the day that I prayed unto 
* thee:” thou faidf, fear not; any of thine ene- 
mies; or that thou fhouldeft not be delivered from 
them; fee Jf xli. 10. 
¥. 58. O Lord, thou haft pleaded the caufe of my 
foul, &c.] Or, caufes of my foul, or life"; fach 
as concerned his foul and life; not one only, but 
many of them’; and this  refpects not Yeremiah 
only, and the Lord’s pleading his caufe againft 
Zedekiab and his nobles; but the people of the 
Jews in former times, when in Egypt, and in the 
times of the judges: thou haft redeemed my life; 
by delivering out of the pit and dungeon, where 
it was in danger ; and not only him, but the whole 
body of the people of old out of Egypt, and out 
of the hands of their enemies, the Phi/i/tines and 
others. 
¥.59..O Lord, thou haft feen my wrong, &c.] 
Or, my perverfene/s*“; not that he, or they had 
been guilty of; but the wrong that was done to 
him and them by their enemies; how perverfe and 
l-natured they had been to them ;, how badly 
they had ufed them; what injuries they had done 
them; none of which efcaped the omnifcience of 
God, to which the appeal is made; and upon this 
follows a petition: judge thou my caufe ; the prefent 
one; as thou haft pleaded and judged many al- 
ready, do me juttice, right my wrongs, and fave 
me from mine enemies ; and let it appear to all the 
world, my caufe is juft, and they are in the wrong. 
¥. 60. Thou hajft feen all their vengeance, &c.} 
The fpirit of revenge in them; their wrath and 
fury, and how they burn with a defire of doing 
mifchief ; as well as their revengeful. actions, car- 
riage and behaviour: and all their imaginations a- 
gdanjt me ; their fecret contrivances of mifchief, their 
plots and fchemes they devife to do hurt unto me. 
¥. 61. Thou haft heard their reproach, 8c. |. Their 
reproachful words uttered againft the prophet and 
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their imagination againft me; thofe he not only faw, 
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as they appeared in their actions ; but heard then, 
as they were expreffed by their words ; yea, they 
were manifeft to him, whilft they only were in fi- 
lent thought forming in the mind.©) 

¥. 62. The lips of thofe that rofe up againgt me, 


&c.] This is to be conneéted with the p 


words; and exprefies the fame thing in different 
language. ‘The fenfe is, that the Lord heard the 
words which dropped from the lips of his ene* - 
mies; their farcafims, flouts and jeers s¢theirdsitter 
reflections, fevere invectives, and {cornful language: 
and their device againft me all the days or, their 
meditation of ill againft me, or, their /peech, "or 
difcourfe *; which all turned upon the fame topic. 
Schultens * derives the word from the Aralic word, 
which fignifies to mock and {feoff, or puriue any 
one with ironical and fatyrical expreflions, and io 
may intend here contumelious and reproachful lan- 
guage. : AR SES 
¥. 63. Behold, their fitting down, and their rifing 
up, &c.] All their actions, the whole courfe of 
their lives; all which fell under the divine omni- | 
fcience, Pf. cxxxix. 2. but that is not barely here 
meant; but that he would take particular notice 
hereof, and punish for the fame. It may have re- 
{pect both to their lying down at night, and rifing 
in the morning ; and to their fitting down at meals, 
and rifing from them; at which times they were 
always meditating mifchief againft the people of 
God, or fpeaking opprobrioufly of them ; when 
they made {port of them, as follows: J am ther 
mufick, or mufick maker *, as Sampfon was to the 
Philiftines , the matter of their mirth, the fubject 
of their fong ; and the object of their derifion. 
¥. 64. Render unto them a recompence, O Lords 
according to the work of their hands.| The Septum 
gint and Vulgate Latin verfions render this, and 
the following verfes, not as petitions, but as pre? 
phecies of what fhould be; but they feem rather 
to be exprefled by way of requeft; and’ here, that 
God would deal with them according to the law oF 
retaliation, and requite them according to what 
they had done; that he would do to them, as they 
had done to the Lord’s people, and others ; and 
this is ordered to be done particularly to the Chal- 
deans or Babylonians, Fer. \. 15, 290 ° BOF 
¥. 65. Give them forrow of heart, 8c.) That 
which will caufe forrow of heart; fuch judgments 
and punifhments, as will be grievous to then 
Some have obferved a likenefs between the word 
here ufed, and that tranflated mujfick, ¥. 62. and 


think fome refpect: may be had to.its that whereas 


the people of God had been matter of mirth and 


-mufick to them, God would give them muficky 


but of another fort; a fong, but a doleful one. 


The Septuagint verfion renders it, a covering of the 


heart ; the word * having the fignification of a 
fhield,» which covers; and may fignify blindnefs, 
hardnefs, and {tupidity of heart, that they might 
not fee the evils coming upon them, and how to 
efcape them. A modern learned interpreter, Chri- 
jtiauus: Benediéius Michaelis, would have “it ‘¢ 
pared with the drabic word |, Ganan, which 


fies to be mad, and from whence is Maganak 
; ‘ow aia 


- 


Y Animady. Philol. p. 436. Ls maledixit verborum contumelia’infeftatus fuit, peculiariter carmine fen fatyra, & fublin- 


235 nisin, 
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nefs ; and fo the fenfe be, give them diftra&tion of ; thou perfecute them; and never leave purfuing 
mind; thy curfe unto them; and what greater curfe| them, until thou haft made a full end of them, 
is there than to be. given up to judicial blindneis| as the effect of vindictive wrath and vengeance : 
and hardnefs of heart, or to madnefs and diftrac- | from under the heavens of the Lord, which are made 
tion ? it may include all the curfes of the law de- | by him, and in which he dwells; let them not 


nounced againft tranfgreffors. 


have the benefit of them, nor fo much as the fight 


¥. 66. Perfecute and defiroy them ia anger, &c.]| of them; but let them -perifh from under ‘them, 
As they have perfecuted the people of God, do! Yer. x. 11. 


Gis. P, 


HE prophet begins this chapter with a com- 

plaint of the ill ufage of the dear children 
of God, and precious fons of Zion, y. 1,2. re- 
lates the dreadful effects of the famine during the 
fiege of Ferufalem, ¥. 3—10. the taking and de- 
ftruction of that city he imputes to the wrath of 
God; and reprefents it as incredible to the kings 
and inhabitants of the earth, ¥. 11, 12. the cautes 
of which were the fins of the prophets, priefts and 
people, ¥. 13—16. expreffes the vain hopes they 
once had, but now were given up entirely, their 
king being taken, ¥. 17—-20. and the chapter is 
concluded with a prophecy of the deftruction of 
the Edomites, and of the return of the ews from 
Captivity, ¥. 21, 22. 


¥.1. How is-the gold become dim! &c.] Or 
covered ®; or hid with ruft, duft or dirt ; fo that 
it can fcarcely be difcerned: how is the moft fine 
gold changed! this may be literally true of the gold 
of the temple; and fo the Targum calls it, ‘* the 
*¢ sold of the houfe of the fanctuary ;” with which 
that was overlaid, and many things in it, 1 Kings 
vi. 21, 22. and was fadly fullied and tarnifhed with 
the burning of the temple, and the rubbifh of it 
its brightnefs was loft, and its colour changed ; 
but tho’ there may be an allufion to that, it is to 
be figuratively underftood of the people of God; 
for what is here exprefied in parabolical phrafes, as 
Aben Ezra obferves, is in the next verfe explained 
in proper and literal ones: godly and gracious 
men, there called the precious fons of Zion, are 
comparable to gold, even the moft fine gold ; 
partly becaufe of their habit and drefs; gold of 
Ophir , clothing of wrought gold; the rich robe 
of Chrift’s righteoufnefs ; which, for its brightnefs 
and fplendor, is like the fineft gold; and is as 
lafting and durable as that; and in which the faints 
look like a mafs of pure gold, P/ xlv. 9,13. and 
partly becaufé of the graces of the Spirit in them, 
which are like gold for their purity, efpecially when 
tried ; for their value, and the enriching nature of 
them, and their duration; particularly the graces 
of faith, hope, love, humility, &c. which are like 
rows.of jewels, and chains of gold, and as orna- 
mental as they; fee Cant. i. 10, 11. 1 Pet. i. 7. 
Rev. iti. 18. as alfo becaufe of the doétrines of 
grace received by them, which are more to be de- 
fired than gold, than fine gold; and are better 
than thoufands of gold and filver, by reafon of 
their intrinfic worth and value; for their purity and 
brightnefs being tried and purified, and becaufe of 
their duration, P/. xix. 10. and cxix. 72. 1 Cor. iii. 
12. as well as on account of the riches of grace 
and glory they are poffefled of, and entitled to: 


now this, in either of the fenfes of it, cannot be |in the efteem of the men of the world; but 


> Toy rubigine obducetur, Montanus; obtectum wel abfconditum, Vatablus ; fo Ben Melech. 


Urbin. Ohel Moed, fol 50. 1. 
Voor ©’ N°. 22. 


IV. 


loft as to fubftance, only become dim ; may lofe 
its brightnefs and glory, and like gold change its 
colour, but not its nature; and this may be the 
cafe of good men, comparable to it; when there 
is a decline in them, with refpect to the exercife of 
grace; faith in Chrift and his righteoufnefs is low, 
hope not lively, and love waxen cold; when there 
is a veil drawn over the gofpel, a great oppofition 
to it, and a departure from it; or the doétrines of 
it are not fo clearly and confiftently preached; and 
when there is a failure in a holy walk, and conver- 
fation becoming it; all which is matter of lamen- 
tation: the flones of the fanétuary are poured out in 
the top of every ftreet ; in the literal fenfe, it may 
regard the coftly ftones of the temple, which, when 
that was deftroyed, not only lay in heaps ; but 
many of them, at leaft, were feparated and fcat- 
tered about, and carried into every corner of the 
city, and the ftreets of it, and there lay expofed, 
neglected and trampled upon; fee 1 Kings v. 17. 
Mark xiii. 1, 2. but in the figurative fenfe, ic de~ 
figns the people of God; who, tho’ they are taken 
out of the common quarry and pit of mankind, 
and are by nature as common ftones; yet by the 
{pirit and grace of God are made living and lively 
ones, and are hewn and fitted for the fpiritual 
building the church ; where they are laid, and are 
as the ftones of a crown, as jewels and precious 
ftones ; but when there are animofities, contentions. 
and divifions among them, fo that they difunite, 
and are fcattered from one another, their cafe is 
like thefe {tones of the fanétuary ; and which is to 
be lamented. It is by fome Fews/h writers * inter- 
preted of great perfonages, as princes, and great 
men of the earth. 

¥. 2. The precious fons of Zion comparable to fine 
gold, &c.] This explains what is meant in the 
preceding verfe by gold, fine gold, and ftones of 
the fanctuary ; not 7¢fab and his fons, as fome 
Fewifh intepreters; but all the fons of Zion, or 
children of God; not the inhabitants of Zio li- 
terally, but fpiritually ; fee Zech. ix. 13. Pf. cxlix. 
2. Zion is the church; her fons are her fpiritual 
feed and offspring that are born of her, fhe being 
the mother of them all, and born in her, by means 
of the word; and brought up by her, thro’ the 
ordinances, and fo are regenerate perfons ; and. 
thefe the fons of God: and who are precious, not 
in themfelves, being of the fallen race of Adam ; 
of the earth, earthly as he was; of the fame mafs 
and lump with the reft of mankind; in no wife 
better than others, by nature; and have no in- 
trinfic worth and value in them, but what comes 
by, and from the, grace of God; nor are they 
pregious in their own efteem, and much lets 
in 
the 
¢ Vid. R. Sol. 
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and behaves as fuch, tho’ of force and neceffity i. 
the meaning is, that the Yewi/h women, tho’ be-. — 


the eye of God; and of his Son Jefus Chrift, and 
of the bleffed Spirit, and in the opinion of other 
faints; fee Pf xvi. 3. and cxvi. 15. Jf. xiii. 4. m 
what fenfe thefe are comparable to fine gold, fee 
the note on ¥. 1. How are they efteemed as earthen 
pitchers, the work of the hands of the potter? they 
are indeed earthen vefiels with refpeét to their bo- 
dies, frail, weak, and mortal; but they ‘are ‘the 
work of God’s hands, even as creatures, and par- 
ticularly as new creatures, and are a curious piece 
of his workmanfhip, and fo valuable, and efpeci- 
ally by him, who is as tender and as careful of 
them as the apple of his eye; and yet thefe are 
greatly difefteemed by carnal men, are reckoned as 
the filth of the world, and the offscouring of all 
things ; as earthen vefiels, fit for no ufe but com- 
mon or difhonourable ones, or to be broke in 
pieces, and rendered ufelefs and contemptible ; fee 
PC ARREL ts 

y¥. 3. Even the fea-monfters draw out the breaft, 
&c.] Which fome interpret of dragons ; others of 
feals, or fea-calves ; but it is beft to underftand it 
of whales, as the word is rendered in Gew. i. 21. 
and elfewhere: and Bochart* has proved out of va- 
tious writers, that thefe have breafts and milk ; 
but that their breafts, or however théir paps, are 
not manifeft, but are hid as in cafes; and muft be 
drawn out: and fo Yarchi obferves, that they draw 
their breafts out of a cafe, for their breafts have a 
covering, which they uncover: fo Ben Melech. 
Ariftotle ° fays, that whales, as the dolphin, fea- 
calf, and baleena, have breafts or paps, and milk, 
which he makes to be certain fpecies of the whale, 
and each of thefe, he elfewhere fays, have milk, 
and fuckle their young: the dolphin and fturgeon, 
he obferves ‘, have milk, and are fucked; and fo 
the fea-calf, he fays*, lets out milk as a fheep, 
and has two breafts, and is fucked by its young, 
as four-footed beafts are. Agreeable to which, 
@lianus* relates, that the female-dolphins have paps 
like women, and fuckle their young, with great 
plenty of milk ; and the balaena, he fays'*, is a 
creature like a dolphin, and has milk. And Pliny, 
{peaking of the dolphins, obferves *, that they bring 
forth their whe/ps, and fo the young of this crea- 
ture are called here in the next claufe in the He- 
brew text ', and nourifh them with their breafts, 
as the balena; and of the fea-calves, the fame 
writer fays™, they feed their young with their 
paps ; but the paps of thefe creatures are not ma- 
nifeft, as thofe of four-footed beafts, as Ari/fotle 
obferves; but are like two channels or pipes, out 
of which the milk flows, and the young are fuckled. 
They give fuck to their young ones as they do, when 
they are hungry ; which is mentioned, as an ag- 
gravation of the cafe of the Fewi/b women, with 
refpect’ to their behaviour towards their children, 
by reafon of the famine, during the fiege of Feru- 
falem; which here, and in the following verfes, is 
' defcribed in the fad effects of it; and which had a 
further accomplifhment, at the deftruétion of the 
fame city by the Romans: now, tho’ the montfters 
fuckled their young when hungry, yet thefe wo- 
_men did not fuckle theirs. The daughter of my peo- 
ple is become cruel; or, is unto a cruel one”; that 
is, is changed unto a cruel one, or is like unto one, 


famine, having no milk in their breafts, coul 
none to their children, and fo aéted as if. 
were cruel to them’; nay, in faét, inftead of 
ing them, they fed upon them, y. 10: -Ake the 
oftriches in the wildernefs; which lay their eggs, and 
leave them in places, eafily to be crufhed and - 
broken; and when they have any young ones, 


fore tender-hearted mothers, yet by reafon of 


none of theirs, Fob xxxix. 13—17, and this feemed 
now to be the cafe of thefe women: or, dike 

owls, as the word is fometimes rendered ; “ 
which alfo leave their eggs, and for want of food 
will eat their young, as thofe women did. So Ben 


dernefs, and caufes a voice of hooping to be 
heard. ‘ile * 
y. 4. The tongue of the fucking child cleaveth to 
the roof of bis mouth for thir, &c.] Thro? want 
of the milk of the breaft, which is both food and 
drink unto it: the young children afk bread; of 
their parents as ufual, not knowing how the cafe 
was, that there was a famine in the city; thefe’ 
are fuch as were more grown, were weaned from 
the milk, and drawn from the breafts, and lived 
on other food, and were capable of afking for it : 
and xo man breaketh it unto them; diftributes unto 
them, or gives them a piece of bread; not fa- 
ther, friend, or any other perfon; it not being in 
their power to do it, they having none for them- 
felves. ‘ 

¥. 5. They that did feed delicately ase defolate in 
the fireets, 8cc:] That were brought up in the 
king’s palace, or in the houfes of noblémen; or 
however, born of parents rich and wealthy, and 
had been ufed to good living, and had fared fump-. 
tuoufly and delicioufly every day, were now wan- 
dring about in the ftreets in the moft forlorn and- 
diftrefied condition, feeking for food of any fort, 
but could find none to fatisfy their hunger; and 
fo, as the Vulgate Latin verfion renders it, perifhed 
in the ways or ftreets: they that were brought up 
in fcarlet ; in died garments, as Farchi; cloathed 
with fcarlet-coloured ones, as was\the manner of 
tthe richer and better fort of people, Prov. xxxi. 
21. or, brought up upon fcarlet ° ; wpon fearlet car- 
‘pets, on which they ufed to fit and eat their food, 
as is the cuftom of the eaftern people to this day: 
thefe embrace dunghils ; are glad of them, and with 
the greateft eagernefs rake into them, in order to 
find fomething to feed upon, tho’ ever fo bafe and 
vile; or to fit and lie down upon. Aben Ezra 
interprets it of their being caft here when dead, 
and there was none to bury them.. 

y. 6. For the punifoment of the iniquity. of the 
daughter of my people, &c.]. In the long fiege of 
their city, and the evils that attended it, efpecially 
the fore famine: is greater than the punifoment of 
the fin of Sodom which was deftroyed at once by 
fire from heaven: or it may be rendered, the ini- 
quity of the daughter of my people is greater than the - 
Jin of Sodom’; tho’ the men of Sodom were great 
finners, the Hews were greater, their fins being 
more aggravated; to this agrees the Targum, wl 


* Hierozoic J. 1. ¢. 7. p. 46. ° Hift. Animal. 1. 3. ¢. zo. Mtb. 1. 6.9.22. ae 
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they are hardened againft them, as if they were - 


Melech fays, it is a bird which dwells in the wil- ~ 


los fuos, 
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renders the word fz, and paraphrafes the words fol - 
lowing thus, ** and there dwelt not in her pro- 
“* phets to prophefy unto her, and turn her by re- 
** pentance ;” as the Fews had, and therefore their 
fin was the greater; both fenfes are true, and the 
one is the foundation of the other; but the firft 
feems beft to agree with what follows: shat was 
overthrown as in a moment; by a fhower of fire 
from heaven, which confumed it at once ; whereas 
the deftruction of Ferufalem was-a lingering one, 
through a long and tedious fiege ; the inhabitants 
were gradually wafted and confumed by famine, 
peftilence, and fword, and fo their punifhment 
greater than Sodom’s: and no hand ftayed on ber; 
that is, on Sodom; the hand of God was imme- 
diately upon her, and difpatched her at once, but 
not the hands of men; as the hands of the Cha/- 
deans were upon the Fews, afflicting and diftref- 
fing them a long time, which made their cafe the 
worfe. 

¥. 7. Her Nazxarites were purer than fiow, &c.] 
Such who feparated themfelves by a vow: to. the 
Lord, and abftained from drinking wine and {trong 
drink, and by a moderate diet, and often wafhing 
themfelves, as well as taking great care of their 
hair, appeared very neat and comely, like fnow, 
without any fpot or blemifh. Some think fuch 
as were feparated from others in dignity, very ho- 
nourable perfons, the fons of nobles, are meant, 
fince the word has the fignification of a crown, and 
interpret it, her princes; ‘archi makes mention of 
this fenfe, and rejects it ;. but it is received by 
many ;:and the meaning is, that her young noble- 
men, who were well fed, and neatly dreffed, looked 
as pure and as beautiful as the driven fhow: they 
were whiter than milk; this intends the fame thing, 
exprefled by another metaphor: they were more 
ruddy in body than rubies; or rather, than precious 
Jtones ; and particularly than pearls, which Bochart® 
proves at large are defigned by the word. ufed, 
which are white, and not .red; and the word fhould 
be rendered, clearer or whiter than pearls, as it is 
by Lyra and others‘; and the word in the Arabic 
language fignifies white and clear *, as pearls are; 
and fo the phrafe is expreflive of the beauty and 
comelinefs of thefe perfons.:: and Ludolfus ‘ fays, 
that in the Ethiopic language it fignifies beautiful ; 
and he tranflates the whole, they were more beau- 
tiful than pearls, denoting the clearnefs of their 
fkins, and the goodnefs of their complexion: their 
polifhing was of Japphixe ; or, their cutting, fap- 
phire”; they were as beautiful as if they had been 
cut out of fapphire and polifhed; which is a very 
precious ftone, and looks very beautiful; fo f{mooth 
were their fkins. TheZargum is, ‘‘ their face or coun- 
“«* tenance is as fapphire.” Braunius “ thinks, the 
word ufed fignifies the veins full of blood, which 
varioufly interfect the flefh like fapphirine rivers , 
and that the fenfe of the words is, ‘* their bodies 
«« were white like fnow and milk, yea fhining like 
‘ pearls (or red in the cheeks, lips, &&c. like co- 
* ral*;) veins full of blood running between like 
‘ fapphire, of a moft agreeable fky-colour 5 which 
¢ is a true defcription of a moft fair and beautiful 
“© body.” See Cant. v. 14. All this is to be un- 
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derftood of them before the famine, but wher 


tis came upon them, then they were as fol- 
ow : 

¥. 8. Their vifage is blacker than a coal, &c.]} 
Or, darker than blacknefs ; or, dark through black- 
nefs’; by reafon of the famine, and becaufe of 
grief and trouble for themfelves and their friends, 
which changed their complexions, countenances, 
and fkins ; they that looked. before as pure as 


fhow, as white as milk, as clear as pearls, as po- 


lithed as fapphire, now as black as charcoal, as 
blacknefs itfelf: they are not known in the ftreets ; 
not taken notice of in a diftinguifhed manner ; no 
refpect fhown them as they walk the ftreets, as 
ufed to be; nay, their countenances were fo al- 
tered, and their apparel fo fordid, as not to be 
known by their friends, when they met them in 
public : sheir fhin cleaveth to their bones; have no- 
thing but fkin and bone, who ufed to be plump 
and fat: it zs withered, it is become like a ftick; 
the fkin wrinkled and fhrivelled up, the flefh be- 
ing gone; and the bone became like a ftick, or a 
dry piece of wood, its moifture and marrow being 

dried up. : 
¥. 9. Ihey that be flain with the fword, are bet- 
ter than they that be flain with hunger, &c.] Not 
that they are better with refpect to their ftate after 
death, but with refpeét to their manner of dying. 
They that were flain by the fword of the Chal- 
deans, as many were, either upon the walls, or in 
fallies out againft the enemy, thefe felt lefs pain, 
and had lefs terror of mind in dying, than thofe 
did who perifhed by famine; they died a linger- 
ing death, as it were by inches, and were in con- 
tinual pain of body and uneafinefs of mind: for 
thefe pine away, ftricken thro’ for want of the fruits 
of the field; that is, thofe that died by famine, 
gradually wafted or flowed away, their fluid parts 
by degrees went off;. and tho’ they were. not run 
thro’ with the fword, they were {tabbed by famine, 
and were fo diftreffed in body and mind, as if.a 
fword had. pierced them; not having the fruits of 
the field, the corn and the wine, to fupport nature, 
and keep them alive. erchi’s note is, ** they that 
“¢ were flain with hunger, were inflated at the fmell 
** of the fruits of the field, when the enemies were 
roafting their flefh upon the grafs without the 
wall; the fmell entered into thofe that fwelled 
by famine, and their bellies burft, and their 
excrements flowed out; and this is the death 
worfe than that of being flain with the fword.” 
And to this agrees the Targum, ‘* more happy are 
‘* they that are flain with the fword, than they 
that are flain with famine; for they that are flain 
with the fword, flowed when their bellies were 
burft, by that which they eat of the fruits of 
the field; and thofe that were. inflated with fa- 
mine, their bellies burft thro’ want of food,” 
Moft interpreters refer this claufe to thofe that died 
of famine : but Guffetius* interprets it of thofe that 
were killed with the {word ; and renders and para- 
phrafes the words thus, for they being ftabbed, ent 
out, by the open wounds, @ flux, which arofe from 
the fruits of the field, their food and nourifhment 
being yet in their belly and veins, and fo did not 
. pine 
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pine away thro’ penury and famine ; and their mi- 
fery was fhort and light, in comparifon of others : 
and fo Abendana. 

¥. 10. The hands of the pitiful women have fodden 
their own children, &c.] Such as were naturally, 
and agreeable to their fex, pitiful and compaftion- 
ate; merciful to the poor, as the Targum, and 
efpecially tender-hearted to their own offspring ; 
yet by reafon of the forenefs of the famine, became 
fo cruel and hard-hearted, as to take their own 
children, and flay them with their own hands, cut 
them to pieces, put them into a pot of water, and 
make a fire and boil them, and then eat them, as 
follows : they were their meat in the deftruttion of 
the daughter of my people; at the time of the de- 
ftruction of Ferufalem. This ftrange and unnatu- 
ral action was foretold by Mo/es, Deut. xxviii. 56, 
57. and tho’ we have no particular inftance of it 
on record, as done at the fiege of Ferufalem by the 
Chaldeans, yet no doubt there was, as may be con- 
cluded from the words: and at the fiege of it by 
the Romans, when many things here fpoken of had 
a fuller accomplifhment, we have a remarkable in- 
ftance of it, which Yo/epbus * relates ; an illuftrious 
woman, named Mary, prefied with the famine, flew 
her own fon, a fucking child, boiled him, and eat 
part of him, and laid up the reft ; which was 
found by the feditious party that broke into her 
houfe, which ftruck them with the utmoft horror ; 
fee the note on ch. ii. 20. 

y. 11. The Lord hath accomplifbed his fury, 8c.] 
Which rofe up in his mind, and which he purpofed 
in himfelf to bring upon the finful people of the 
Fews: he bath poured out bis fierce anger; the vials 
of his wrath in great abundance, even all he meant 
to pour out upon them: and hath kindled a fire in 
Zion, and it hath devoured the foundations thereof ; 


not in the ftrong-hold of Zion only, but in the | 


whole city of Ferufalem, which was fet on fire by 
the Chaldeans, as inftruments, according to the will 
of God and which not only confumed the houfes 
of it, but even the foundations of them; fo that 
it looked as if there was no hope of its ever be- 
ing rebuilt. Aden Ezra interprets this fire of the 
famine. 

y. 12. The kings of the earth, and all the inbabi- 
tants of the world, &c.] Not only the neighbour- 
ing nations, and the kings of them, but even fuch in 
all parts of the world that knew any thing of Feru/a- 
lem: would not have believed, that the adversary and 
the enemy, would have entred into the gates of ‘Feru- 
falem , when it was befieging, they did not believe 
it would be taken; and when they heard it was, 
it was incredible to them ; it being fo ftrongly for- 
tified by art and nature, with mountains and hills, 
with walls and bulwarks, and had fuch a vaft 
number of people in it; and efpecially, was the 
city of the great God, who had fo often and fo 
fignally preferved and faved it: the adverfary and 
enemy are the fame, and defign the Chaldeans. The 
Targum diftinguifhes them, and makes Nebuchad- 
nezzar the ungodly to be the adverfary ; and Ne- 
buzaradan the enemy, who entered to flay the peo- 
ple of the houfe of J/rael, in the gates of Ferufa- 
len, this was a marvellous thing to the nations 
round about. Titus, when he took this city, ac- 
knowledged it was owing to God”; ** God, fays 
** he, favouring us, we fought ; God is he that 
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<¢ has drawn the Fews out of thefe fortreffes ; 
“« human hands and machines could have done 
‘© nothing againft'thefé towers.” 

¥. 13. For the fins of ber prophets, and the ini-" 
quities of ber priefts, 8ec.] Aben Exra interprets this. 
of the prophets of Baa/, and the priefts of the: 
high-places ; but tho? falfe prophets it 
priefts are meant, yet fuch as were among 
jews, made choice of, and approved of by th 
fee 2 Chron, xxxvi. 14. not that the people were’ 
faultlefs, but thefe were the principals, who by- 
their examples led on and encouraged the common’ 
people in fin: that bave foed the blood of the juft im 
the midft of ber; not’ the blood of innocent chil~ 
dren, facrified to them by Moloch; but of good 
men in general, whom they perfecuted and flew 
and of the true prophets of the Lord in particular, 
whofe blood they fhed; and was the fin that broughe. 
on the deftruction of their city by the Romans, as 
well as of that by the Chaldeans ; fee Matt, xxiii. 
35—38. Fam. v. 6. we 

y. 14; They have wandred as blind menain the 
Streets, &c.] That is, the falfe prophets and wicked 
priefts ; and may be underftood either literally, that 
when the city was taken, and they fled, they were 
like blind men, and knew not which way to go 
to make their efcape, but wandered from place to 
place, and could find no way out; or dpiritually, 
tho’ they pretended to great light and knowledge, 
yet were as blind men, furrounded with the dark- 
nefg of ignorance and error; and were blind leaders 
of the blind: they have polluted themfelves with 
blood, fo that men could not touch their garments 3 
or, could not but touch it with their garments ©; or, 
might not *; it was not lawful for them to do its 
the fenfe is either that which way foever thefe men 
took to make their efcape, they found fo many 
dead carcafes in the ftreets, and fuch a profufion 
of blood by them, that they could not but touch 
it with their garments; or being befimeared with 
it, were fo defiled, thar others might not touch 
them, even their garments ; or thele men had de- 
filed themfelves with the fhedding of the blood of 
righteous perfons; fo that they were odious to men, 
and they fhunned them, as they would do any 
thing that by the law rendered them in a cere- 
monious fenfe unclean, and therefore faid as fol- 
lows : ; 

¥. 15. They cried unto them, depart ye, it is‘un- 
clean, &c.|] Or, O ye unclean *; that is, the peo- 
ple faid fo to the priefts, being polluted with 
blood; they abhorred them, did not care they 
fhould come nigh them, but bid them keep at a 
diftance ; they that cleanfed others of leprofy, were 
treated as leprous perfons themfelves, and pro- 
claimed unclean, and fhunned as fuch: and to 
fhew their vehement abhorrence of them, repeated 
the words, depart, depart, touch not ; that is, touch 
us not; they who had ufed to fay to others, and 
by yourfelves, we are more holy than you, being 
the Lord’s priefts and prophets, are treated after 
the fame manner themielves : when they fled away, 
and wandered ; fled from the city, and wandered 
among the nations; or when they were fwiftly car- 
ried away captives, and became vagabonds in oth 
countries : they feid among the heathens, they 
no more fojourn, there being among the ns, 
they took notice of them as very wicked 
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faid concerning them, now they are carried out of 
their own land, they fhall never return there any 
more, and dwell in Feru/alem, and officiate in the 
temple, as they had formerly done. , 

¥. 16. The anger of the Lord bath divided them, 
&c.] Or, the face of the Lord‘; the anger that ap- 
_peared in his face, in the difpenfation of his provi- 
dence, removed them out of their own land, and 
difperfed them among feveral countries and na- 
tions of the world, and as they now are: thefe are 
not the words of the heathens continued, but of 
the prophet: he will no more regard them, or, he 
will not add to look on them® ; with a look of love, 
but continue his anger and refentment: they re- 
Spec not the perfons of the priefts, they favour not 
the elders ; which is to be confidered either as the 
fin of the falfe prophets and priefts before: de- 
feribed, which was the caufe of their punifhment; 
that they caft great contempt on the true prophets 
of the Lord, as Feremiab and others, and fhewed 
no regard to the elders of the people, or thofe 
godly magiftrates, who would have corrected and 
reftrained them: or elfe this is faid of the nations 
among whom they were difperfed, as the Targum , 
who would pay no refpect to their characters as 
priefts, or fhew any pity to them on account of 
their age. 

¥.17. As for us, our eyes as yet failed for our 
vain help, &c.].Or, while we were yet *; a nation, 
a people, a body politic, in our own land, before 
the city of Feru/alem was taken, we were looking 
for help, as was promifed us; but it proved a vain 
help, none was given us ; for which we kept look- 
ing to the laft, till our eyes failed, and we could 
look no longer; no help appeared, nor was there 
any profpect or probability of it, and therefore 
gave all up: iz our watching we watched for a na- 
tion that could not fave us; not the Romans, as the 
Targum, but the Egyptians; thefe promifed them 
fuccour and relief, and therefore in their watching 
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are the fwifteft of birds, and are fo to a proverb. 
Apuleius * reprefents the fwift purfuit of their prey, 
and fudden falling upon it, to be like thunder 
and lightning. Cicero * relates of a certain racer, 
that came to an interpreter of dreams, and told 
him, that in his dream he feemed to become an 
eagle ; upon which, fays the interpreter, thou wilt 
be the conqueror; for no bird flies with fuch force 
and {wiftnefs as that. And this bird is alfo re- 
markable for its conftancy in flying; it is never 
weary, but keeps on flying to places the moft re- 
mote. ‘The poets have a fiction, that fupiter be- 
ing defirous of knowing which was the middle of 
the world, fent out two eagles of equal fwiftnefs, 
the one from the eaft, and the other from the 
weft, at the fame moment; which {topped not till 
they came to Delphos, where they met, which 
fhewed that to be the fpot; in memory of which, 
two golden eagles were placed in the temple there *. 
The fwiftnefs and conftancy of thefe creatures in 
flying, are here intended to fet forth the {peed and 
afliduity of the enemies of the Hews, in their pur- 
fuit after them; who followed them clofely, and 
never ceafed till they had overtaken them. The 
Chaldeans are defigned, who purfued the Fews very 
hotly and eagerly, fuch as fled when the city was 
broke up; tho’ not fo much they themfelves, as 
being thus fwift of foot, as their horfes on which 
they rode; fee Fer. iv. 13. They purfued us upon 
the mountains, they laid wait for us in the wilderne/s; 
or plain™ ; there was no fafety in either ; fuch as 
fled to the mountains, were purfued and overtaken 
there ; and fuch who attempted to make their 
efcape thro’ the vallies, were intercepted there : 
the reference is to the flight of Zedekiah, his no- 
bles, and his army with him, who were purfued 
by the Chaldeans, and taken in the plains of Ferz- 
cho, Fer. lii. 7, 8, 9. hence it follows : 

¥. 20. The breath of our noftrils, the anointed of 
the Lord was taken in their pits, &c.] Or the Mef- 


they watched, or vehemently watched, and wifhfully | fab, or the Chrift of the Lord", not Fofiab, as the 


Jooked out for it, but all in vain; for tho’ thefe 
made an attempt to help them, they durft not 
proceed; were obliged to retire, not being a match 
tor the Chaldean army, and fo-could not fave 
them, or break up the fiege, and relieve them. _ 

y. 18. Lhey hunt our fleps, that we cannot go in 
our fireets, &c.] The Chaldeans, from their’ forts 
and batteries, as they could fee, they watched the 
people as they came out of their houfes, and 
walked about the ftreets, and fhot their arrows at 
them ; fo that they were obliged to keep within 
doors, and not ftir out, which they could not do 
without great danger: our end is near, for our 
days are fulfilled, our end is come, either the end of 
their lives, the days, months, and years appointed 
for them being fulfilled; or the end of their com- 
monwealth, the end of their civil and church-ftate, 
at leaft as they thought; the time appointed for 
their deftruction was not only near at hand, but 
was actually come ; it was all over with them. 

¥. 19. Our perfecutors axe fwifter than the eagles 
of the beavens, &c.] That fly in the heavens ; and 
which, as they have a quick fight to difcern their 
prey afar off, are very f{wift to purfue it; they 
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Targum; and fo Farchi and others; for tho’ he 
was the Lord’s anointed, and the life of the peo- 
ple, being the head of them, as every king ‘is, 
efpecially a good one; yet he was flain, and not 
taken, and much lefs in their pits, and that not 
by the Chaldeans, but by the Egyptians; nor did 
the kingdom ceafe with him, or the end of the 
Fewifh {tate then come, which continued fome 
years after: but rather Zedekiab, as Aben Ezra and 
others, the laft of the kings of fudab, with whom 
all agrees ; he was the Lord’s anointed as king, 
and the preferver of the lives and liberties of the 
people, at leaft as they hoped ; but when the city 
was taken by the Chaldeans, and he fled for his 
life, they purfued him, and took him ; he fell into 
their hands, their pits, fnares, and nets, as was 
foretold he fhould; and which are fometimes called 
the net and fnare of the Lord; fee Ezek. xii. 13. 
and xvii. 20. fee the note on ¥. 19. Many of the 
ancient chriftian writers apply this to Chrift,; and 
particularly Theodoret takes it to be a direct pro- 
phecy of him and his fufferings. Vatablus, who 
interprets it of Yofiah, makes him to be a type of 
Chrift ; as Calvin does Zedekiab, of whom he ex- 
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pounds the words ; and the Targum, in the king 
of Spain’s bible, is, ** the king Meffiah, who was 
<¢ beloved by us, as the breath of the {pirit of life, 
«« which is in our noftrils.” What is here. faid, 
may be applied to Chrift; he is the life of men, 
he gives them life and breath, and in him they 
live and move; their fpiritual life is from him, 
and is maintained and preferved by him ; he lives 
in his people, and they in him, and they can’t 
live without him, no more than a man without his 
breath: he is the Chrift of God, anointed with 
the Holy Ghoft, to the offices of prophet, prieft, 
and king ; and from whom chriftians have their 
holy unction, and their name: he was taken, not 
by the Chaldeans, but by the wicked Fews; who 
Jooked upon him as a very mifchievous perfon, 
as if he had been an evil beaft, a beaft of prey, 
tho’ the pure fpotlefs Lamb of God; and they dug 
pits, laid fnares, and formed fchemes to take him, 
and at laft did, and with wicked hands crucified 
him, and flew him; tho’ not without his own and 
his Father’s will and knowledge, fs ii. 23. Of 
whom we faid, under his fhadow we fhall live among 
the heathen ; in the midft of the nations round 
about them, unmolefted by them, none daring to 
meddle with them; at leaft fafe from being car- 
ried captive, as now they were. Tho’ Feconiab 
was taken and carried into Babylon, yet Zedekiah 
being placed upon the throne, the Hews hoped to 
live peaceable and quiet lives under his govern- 
ment, undifturbed by their neighbours ; the wife 
‘and good government of a prince, and protection 
under it, being fometimes compared in {cripture 
to the fhadow of a rock or tree, //. xxxii. 2. Ezek. 
xxxi. 6. Dan. iv. 12. but now it was all over with 
them ; their hope was gone, he being taken. Some- 
thing like this may be obferved in the difciples of 
Chrift,; they hoped he would have reftored the 
‘kingdom to J/rae/, and they fhould have lived 
glorioufly under his government; they trufted that 
it was he that fhould have redeemed J/rael, but 
when he was taken and crucified, their hope was 
in a manner gone, Luke xxiv. 21. True believers 
in Chrift do live peaceably, comfortably, and fafely 
under him; they are among the heathen, among 
the men of the world, liable'to their reproaches, 
infults, and injuries; Chrift is a tree, to which he 
is often compared, one and another, that cafts a 
delightful, reviving, refrefhing, and fructifying 
fhadow, under which they fit with great delight, 
pleafure, and profit, Cant. ii. 3. Ho/. xiv. 7. he is 
a rock, the fhadow of which affords reft to weary 
fouls, and fhelters from the heat of divine wrath, 
the fiery law of God, and darts of fatan, and per- 
fecutions of men, J/. xxxil..2. and xxv. 4, 5. and 
under his government, protection, and power, they 
dwell fafely, that fin cannot deftroy them, nor fa- 
tan devour’them, nor the world hurt them; here 
they live fpiritually, and fhall never die eternally, 
Fer xxii. 5, 6. Pf Xci-1: 
¥. 21. Rejoice, and be glad, O daughter of Edom, 
&c.| The land of Jdumea, and the inhabitants of 
it, who’ did indeed rejoice at the deftruction of Fe- 
vujalem, Obad. y¥. 12. and here, in an ironical 
‘manner, are bid to go on with their mirth, if 
they could, like the young man in Eccl. xi. g. as 
ben Ezra obferves; for it would not laft long, 
their note would foon be changed: that dwellef in 
the land of Uz; not the country of Yb, which 
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had its name from Uz the fon of Nabor, Fob i. 1. 
Gen, xxii. 21. but a country in Jdumea, from 
whence the whole was fo called, and that from 
Uz the fon of Di/ban, one of the fons of Seir: or 
elfe the fenfe is, that Edom or Idumea, and the in- 
habitants of it, dwelt upon the borders of Uz; 
and fo agrees very well with the place of Fod’s re- 
fidence, which was near the land of Edom. The 
Targum, according to R. Ekas °, is, * rejoi 

** O wicked Rome ;” but, in the king of Spain’s 


bible, it is, ‘¢ rejoice, and be glad, O Conftantina, 


“ (i. e. Conftantinople) the city of wicked Edom, 
‘“¢ which art built in the land of Armenia;” and 
Farchi fays, that Feremiab prophefies concerning 
the deftruction of the fecond temple, which the 
Romans deftroyed; but in other copies, and ac- 
cording to Lyre, his words are, ‘eremiah here pro- 
phefies concerning the deftruction of the Romar 
empire, becaufe that dettroyed the temple; and it 
is ufual with him, and other Rabdins, to interpret 
Edom of Rome. The cup alfo foall pafs thro unto 
thee; the cup of God’s wrath and vengeance; 
which as it had come to the Yews, and was paf- 
fing from one nation to another, in its turn would 
come to thefe Edomites; fee Fer. xxv. 15, 21. 
Thou foalt be drunken, and foalt make thyfelf naked ; 
be overcome by it ;- as perfons with wine, or any 
{trong drink, reel to and fro, and fall, and be 
utterly deftroyed, lie helplefs and ftrengthlefs : and 
be made naked ®, as it may be rendered; ftri 

of their riches and wealth; or they fhould ftrip 
themfelves of their cloaths, and behave indecently, 
and expofe thofe parts which ought to be covered, as 
drunken perfons do: the fenfe is, they fhould be 


expofed, or expofe themfelves, to fhame and con- — 


tempt. The Septuagint verfion is, and thou fbalt 
be drunken, and pour out, that is, vomit, as 
drunken men do; and fo archi and Abendana in- 
terpret the word of vomiting ; and the Targum is, 
** and thou fhalt be emptied.” 

¥. 22. The punifhment of thine iniquity is accom- 
plifhed, O daughter of Zion, &c.] In part in the 
feventy years captivity in Babylon, and more fully 
in their prefent captivity; for as has been ob- 
ferved, there are fome things in the preceding 
account, which had a further accomplifhment in 
the deftruction of Ferufalem, and the diftrefs of 
the Fews by the Romans. The Targum is, “ and 
‘* after thine iniquity is fulfilled, O congregation 
‘“¢ of Zion, and thou fhalt-be delivered by the 
‘* hands ‘of the Meffiah, and of Elias the high- 
“< prieft.”” He will no more carry thee away inta 
captivity; he, the enemy; or the Lord, as the 
Targum, that is, thou fhalt no more be carried 
captive : this feems to confirm the above obferva- 
tion, that this chapter is a prophecy of what would 
be, as well as a narrative of what had been; and 
includes the deftruction both of the firft and fecond 
temple, and of the ews both by the Chaldeans and 
Romans ; for it is certain, that after their deliver- 
ance from the captivity of Babylon, they have been 
carried captive, and are now in captivity. He 
will vifit thine iniquity, O daughter of Edom; pu- 


nifh the Edomites for their fins, as is elfewhere - 


threatened, Jer. xlix. 7—22. Ezek. xxv. 12. Amos 
i, 11. which was fulfilled by Nebuchadnezzar as 
an_inftrument ; and may have fome refpeét to 
the deftruction of the Romans, when the Jews thall 
be converted, and return to their own land. The 
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Targum, in the king of Spain’s bible, is, “ and | “ thee defolate ;” and fo the copy ufed. by Mun- 
“* at that time I will vifit thine iniquity, O wicked | fer: be will difcover thy fins, by the punifhment 


*¢ Rome, which art built in Jtaly,- and full of 
«¢ multitudes of the children of Edom; and the 
© Perfians fhall come and opprefs thee, and make 


CHA 


N this chapter are reckoned up the various ca- 

lamites and diftreffes of the Fews in Babylon, 
which the Lord is defired to remember and con- 
fider, ¥. 1—16. their great concern for the defo- 
, lation of the temple in particular, is expreffed, 
y¥. 17,18. and the chapter is concluded with a 
prayer, that God would fhew favour to them, and 
turn them to him, and renew their profperity as 
of old, tho’ he had rejected them, and been wroth 
with them, ¥. r9g—22. 


¥.1. Remember, O Lord, what is come upon us, 
&c.] This chapter is called, in fome Greek co- 
pies, and in the Vulgate Latin, Syriac and Arabic 
verfions, the prayer of Feremiah. Cocceius inter- 
prets the whole, of the ftate of the chriftian church 
after the laft deftruction of Ferufalem, and of what 
happened to the difciples of Chrift in the firft 
times of the gofpel; and of what chriftians have en- 
dured under antichrift, down to the prefent times : 
but it is beft to underftand it of the Fews in Ba- 
bylon , reprefenting their forrowful cafe, as per- 
fonated by the prophet ; intreating that the Lord 
would remember the affliction they were under, 
and deliver them out of it, that which he had de- 
termined fhould come upon them. So the Tar- 
gum, “ remember, O Lord, what was decreed 
“* fhould be unto us ;” and what he had long 
threatened fhould come upon them; and which 
they had reafon to fear would come, tho’ they put 
away the evil day far from them; but now it 
was come, and it lay heavy upon them ; and there- 
fore they defire it might be taken off: confer, 
and bebold our reproach , caft upon them by their 
enemies; and the rather the Lord is intreated to 
look upon and confider that, fince his name was 
concerned in it, and it was for his fake, and be- 
caufe of the true religion they profefled; alfo the 
difgrace they were in, being carried into a foreign 
country for their fins ; and fo were in contempt 
by all the nations around. 
y. 2. Our inberitance is turned to firangers, &c.] 
The land of Canaan in general, which was given 
to Abraham and his feed to be their inheritance ; 
and their fields and vineyards in particular, which 
came to them by inheritance from their fathers, 
were now in the hands of the Chaldeans, ftrangers 
to God, and aliens from the commonwealth of J/- 
‘yael, as all Gentiles were, Eph. ii. 12: our housfes to 
aliens ; which they had built or purchafed, or their 
fathers had left them, were now inhabited by thofe 
of another country. 
yt, 3. We are orphans and fatherlefs, &c.] In 
every fenfe; ina natural fenfe, their fathers having 
been cut off by the fword, famine or peftilence , 
in a civil fenfe, their king being taken from them ; 
-and in a religious fenfe, God having forfaken them 
for their fins: our mothers are as widows; either 
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of them; as when God pardons fins, he is faid to 
cover them; fo when he, punifhes for them, he 
difcovers them ; fee Yer. xlix. 10. 


Devic bia 


really fo, their hufbands being dead ; or were as if 
they had no hufbands, they not being able to pro- 
vide for them, proteét and defend them. The 
Targum adds, *‘ whofe hufbands are gone to the 
** cities of the fea, and it is doubtful whether they 
** are alive.” Some underftand this politically, of 
their cities being defolate and defencelefs. 

¥.4. We have drunken our water for money, &c. | 
They who in their own land, which was a land of 
brooks of water, of fountains and depths, had wells 
of water of their own, and water freely and in 
abundance, now were obliged to pay for it, for 
drink, and other ufes: our wood is fold unto us; 
or, comes to us by a price’; anda dear one; in 
their own land they could have wood out of the 
foreft, for cutting down, and bringing home ; but 
now they were forced to give a large price for 
it. 

¥.5. Our necks are under perfecution, &c.] A 
yoke of hard fervitude and bondage was put upon 
their necks, as. Farchi interprets it; which they 
were forced to fubmit unto: or, upon our necks we 
are purfued *; or fuffer perfecution , which Aben Ezra 
explains thus, in connexion with the preceding 
verfe ; if we carry water or wood upon our necks, 
the enemy purfues us; that is, to take it away 
from us. The Targum relates a fable here, thar 
when Nebuchadnezzar {aw the ungodly rulers of the 
children of J/rael, who went empty; he ordered 
to fow up the books of the law, and make bags or 
wallets of them, and fill them with the ftones on 
the banks of the Euphrates, and loaded them on 
their necks: we labour and have no ref, night nor 
day, nor even on fabbath-days ; obliged to work 
continually, till they were weary ; and when they 
were, were not allowed time to reft themfelves, like 
their forefathers in Egypt. 

¥.6. We have given our hand to the Egyptians, 
&c.] Either by way of fupplication, to beg bread 
of them ; or by way of covenant and agreement ; 
or to teftify fubjection to them, in order to be fup- 
plied with food: many of the Yews went into 
Egypt upon the taking of the city, Yer. xliii. s, 
6,7: and to the Affyrians, to be fatisfied with bread ; 
among whom many of the captives were difperfed ; 
fince from hence they are faid to be returned, as 
well as from Egypt, Jf: xi. 16. 

¥:7. Our fathers have finned, and are not, &c.] 
In the world, as the Targum adds; they were in 
being, but not on earth ; they were departed from 
hence, and gone into another world; and fo were 
free from the miferies and calamities their children 
were attended with, and therefore more happy : 
and-we have borne their iniquities; the punifhment 
of them, or chaftifement for them: this is not faid 
by way of complaint, much lefs as charging God 
with injuftice, in punifhing them for their fathers 
fins, or to excufe theirs; for they were ready to 
own 
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own that they had confented to them, and were 
guilty of the fame; but to obtain mercy and pity 
at the hands of God. . 

y. 8. Servants have ruled over us, &e.] The 
Targum is, “ the fons of Ham, who were given 
“« to be fervants to the fons of Shem; they have 
*¢ ruled over us ;” referring to the prophecy of 
Noah, Gen. ix. 26,27. or fuch as had been tri- 
butary to the Jews, as the Edomites , {0 Aben Ezra, 
the Babylonians are meant ; and not the nobles and 
principal inhabitants only, but even their fervants 
had power and authority over the Yews, and they 
were at their beck and command; which made 
their fervitude the more difagreeable and intoler- 
able: there is none that doth deliver us out of their 
hand, out of the hand of thefe fervants. 

¥.9. We gat our bread with the peril of our 
lives, &c.] This feems to refer to the time of 
the fiege, when they privately went out of the city 
to get in fome provifion, but went in danger of 
their lives: decaufe of the fword of the wilderne/s 
or, of the plain*; becaufe of the fword of the 
Chaldean army, which lay in the plain about Feruz- 
falem, into whofe hand there was danger of falling, 
and of being cut to pieces. 

¥. 10. Our fkin was black like an oven, becaufe 
of the terrible famine.| Or terrors and horrors of 
famine, which are very dreadful and diftreffing : 
or, the storms of famine; fee Pf xi. 6. and cxix. 
53. or, burning winds*; fach as are frequent in 
Africa and Afia; to which the famine is compared 
that was in ‘erufelem, at the fiege of it, both by 
the Chaldeans and Romans; and as an oven, fur- 
nace or chimney, becomes black by the fmoke of 
the fire burnt in it, or under it; fo the fkins of 
the Fews became black thro’ thefe burning winds 
and ftorms, or burnings of famine ; fee ch. iv. 8. 
So Farchi fays, the word has the fignification of 
burning ; for famine as it were burns up the bodies 
of men when moft vehement. 

¥. 11. They ravifbed the women in Zion, &c.]} 
Or humbled them”; an euphemifm; the women 
that were married to men in Zion, as the Targum, 
and if this wickednefs was committed in the holy 
mountain of Zion, it was {till more abominable 
and afflicting, and to be complained of ; and if 
by the fervants before mentioned, as Aben Ezra 
interprets it, it is another aggravating circum- 
ftance of it: for this was done not in Badylon 
when captives there ; but at the taking of the city 


of Ferufalem, and by the common foldiers, as is- 


too often practifed: and the maids in the cities of 
Judah , in all parts» of the country, where the 
Chaldean army ravaged, there they ravifhed the 
maids. The Targum is, ** the women that were 
“* married to men in Zion were humbled by ftran- 
“* gers; (the Targum in the king of Spain’s Bible 
** is, by the Romans) and virgins in the cities of 
“* Fudab by the Chaldeans ,” fuggefting that this 
account has reference to both deftructions of the 
city, and the concomitants and confequences there- 
of. 

¥.12. Princes are hanged up by their hand, &c.] 
According to fome, as ben Ezra obferves, by 
the hand of the fervants before-mentioned ; how- 
ever, by the hand of the Chaldeans or Babylonians ; 
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molendum portant, Junius & Tremellius, 


fee Fer. lit, 10. Some uncerftand jt, 0 
hands, as if they laid violent hands 
felves, not being able to bear the hard 


difgrace they were fubjected to; but I th 


ther think this is to be underftood of hanging them, + 


not by the neck, but by the hand, could any in- 
ftance be given of fuch a kind of punifhment fo 


early ufed, and by this people; which has been in” 


other nations, and in more modern times: she faces 
of elders were not honoured , no reverence or reipect” 


} were fhewn to elders in age or officé, or on ac+ 


count of either; but were treated with rudenels 
and contempt. ’ ' 

¥. 13. They took the young men to grind, &e.} 
In the mill, which was laborious fervice x and which 
perfons were fometimes put to; by way of punifh- 
ment. and was the punifhment of fervants; fee 
Fudg. xvi. 21. Some render it, the young men bore 
the grift*; carried the corn, the meal ground, from 
place to place. ‘The Targum is, ‘* the young men 
** carried the mill-ftones ;” and fo Yarchi, they 
put mill-ftones upon their fhoulders, and burdens 
fo as to weary them. Ben Melech from their Rabe 
bins relates, that there were no mill-ftones in Ba- 
bylon ; wherefore the Chaldeans put them upon the 
young men of J/rael, to carry them thither. The 
Vulgate Latin verfion is, ‘* they abufed the young 
‘* men in an unchafte manner ;” fuggefting fome- 
thing obfcene intended by grinding ; fee Fob xxxi. 
ro. but the context will not admit of fuch a fenfe: 
and the children fell under the wood ; fach loads of 
wood were laid upon them, that they could not 
bear them, but fell under them. bem Ezra un- 
derftands it, of moving the wood of the mill, of 
turning the wooden handle of it; or the wooden 
poft, the rider or runner, by which the upper mill- 
{tone was turned : this their ftrength was not equal 
to, and fo failed. The Yargum interprets it, of a 
wooden gibbet or gallows ; fome wooden engine 
feems to be had in view, ufed as a punifhment, 
which was put upon their necks, fomething like a 
pillory ; which they were not able to ftand up un- 
der, but fell. 

¥.14. The elders have ceafed from the gate, &c.] 
Of the Sanxhedrim, or court of judicature, as the 
Targum; from the gate of the city, where they 
ufed to fit and try caufes; but now there was no- 
thing of this kind done: the young men from their 
mufic; vocal and inftrumental ; the latter is more 
particularly fpecified, tho’ both may be intended ; 
neither were any more heard; their harps were 
hung upon the willows on the banks of Euphrates, 
which ran thro’ the city of Babylon, Pf. cxxxvii. 


32, 
¥. 15. The joy of our heart is ceafed, &c.] In- 
ward joy was gone, as well as the external figns of 
it: it fabbatized », as it may be rendered; alluding 
perhaps to the cordial joy exprefled formerly on 
their fabbaths and other feftivals, now not ob- 
ferved ; at leaft, not with that joy, inward and: 


outward, they formerly were: our dance is turned — 


’ 


into mourning ; which alfo was ufed at their folemn 


feafts, as well as at their common diverfions, Fudg 

xxi. 21. but now no more of that; but initead ¢ 

it, mourning at the calamities they were oppreflé 

with; and at the remembrance of mercies git 
ool 
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change, aré fickle and inconftant, he changes not, 
but abides the fame, without any variablenefs or 
fhadow’of turning ; whatever revolutions there are 
in the world, or alterations in the courfe of pro- 
vidence, yet he remains firm and unalterable in his 
counfel and covenant ; tho’ all material things aré . 
fubje& to decay, and even his own fahétuary lay - 
in ruins, yet he himfelf continued juft as he ever 

was. The eternity and unchangeablenefs of God 

are of great ufe and comfort to his people in times 

of diftrefs, and to be regarded and obferved: thy 

throne from generation to generation , tho’ his throne 

on earth, in Ferufalem, in the temple, was thrown 

down, yet his throne in heaven remained unfhaken; 

there he fits, and reigns, and rules; and over-rules 

all things here below, to his own glory, and the 

good of his people; and this is the faints comfort 

in the worft of times, that Zion’s king reigns; he 

has reigned, and will reign, throughout all gene= 

rations. The Targum is, “‘ the houfe of thine 

“« habitation in the high heavens ; the throne 

“ of thy glory to the generations of genera- 

“ tions.” = 

¥.20. Wherefore doft thou forget us for ever? 
&c.] Since thou art firm, conftant and unchange- 
able, and thy love and covenant the fame. God 
feems to forget his people when he afflicts them, 
or fuffers them to be opprefied, and does not arife 
immediately for their help 5. which being deferred 
fome time, looks like an eternity to them, or they 
fear it will ever be fo; at leaft this they fay to ex- 
prefs their eager defire after his gracious prefence, 
and to fhew how much they prize it: and forfake 
us fo long time? or, to length of days? fo long 
as the feventy years captivity; which to be for- 
faken of God, or to feem to be forfaken of him, 
was with them a long time. 

v.21. Turn thou us unto thee, O Lord, and we 
fhall be turned, &c.| ‘This prayer expreffes the 
fenfe they had of their, backflidings from God, 
and diftance from him ; of their inability to turn 
themfelves to the Lord,,or convert themfelves ; 
and of their need of divine grace, and of the efficacy 
of that to effect it; fee Fer. xxxi. 18. for this is to 
be underftood, not only of returning them to their 
own land, and to the external worfhip of God in 
it; but of turning them to the Lord by true and 
perfect repentance, as the Targum; of the conver- 
| fion of their hearts, and the reformation of their 
lives : "enew our days as of old; for good, as the 
Targum adds. The requeft is, that their good days 
might be renewed ; that they might enjoy the fame 
peace and profperity, and all good things in their 


ved? of. 
- if 16. The crown is fallen from our bead, Bec.) 
Or, the crown of our bead is failen*; all their ho- 
nour and glory as a nation were gone; the glory 
of their kingdom and priefthood, to. both which 
a crown or mitre belonged; the. glory of church 
and ftate, ben Ezra interprets it, of the temple, 
the place ofthe, divine majefty.... Sagéius thinks 
there is an allufion to the crowns they wore upon 
their heads at their feafts and feftivals ; and fo the 
words have a clofe connexion with what goes be- 
fore: wo unto us, that we have finned; which had 
brought all thefe evils upon them: this is not to 
be confidered as an imprecation or denunciation of 
mifery ; but as a commiferation of their cafe ; cal- 
ling upon others to it, and particularly God him- 
felt, to have mercy upon them ; for alas for them! 
they had finned, and juftly deferved what was 
come upon them; and therefore throw themfelves 
at the teet of mercy, and implore divine com- 
paffion. ; 

¥.17. For this our heart: is: fainty &¢c.)~ Our 
fpirits fink ; we are ready to fwoon and die away ; 
either for this, that we have finned; becaufe of 
our fins, they are fo many, fo great, and fo ag- 
gravated ; or for thofe diftreffes and calamities they 
have brought upon us before-mentioned ; or for 
the defolation of Zion, more efpecially after-ex- 
preffed ; and fo the Targum, ‘ for this houfe of 
*¢ the fanctuary which is defolate, our heart is 
“© weak :” for thefe things our eyes are dims or 
darkened * ; almoft blinded with weeping ; can 
fearcely fee out of them; or, as perfons in a 
fwoon ; for dimnedfs of fight ufually attends faint- 
nefs of fpirit. 

¥. 18. Becaufe of the mountain of Zion, which is 
defolate, &c.] Meaning either the-city of Feru- 
falem in general ; or the temple in particular, which 
both lay in ruins; but the latter gave the truly 
godly the greateft concern ; that the feat of divine 
majefty fhould be in fuch a condition; that the 
public exercifes of religion fhould ceafe, and there 
be no more opportunities of waiting upon God, 
and worfhipping him as heretofore; their civil in- 
tereft, and the lofs of that, did not fo much affect 
them, as the intereft of religion, and what that 
fuffered : the foxes walk upon it; as they do in de-' 
folate places, fhunning the company-of men 3 ybut 
here they walked in common, and as freely as in 
the woods and ‘deferts: this was fulfilled in the de-; 
ftruction of the fecond temple, as well as the firft. 
R. Akiba © and his companions were walking toge- 


ther; they faw a fox come out of the holy of ho- | own land, as they had done in days and years 
lies ; they wept, but he laughed or rejoiced ; they ; paft: firft they pray for repentance ; then reflo- 
wept, that in the place where the ftranger that | ration. 
drew near fhould die, now foxes walked upon it;| y. 22. But thou baft utterly rejected us, &c.] 
he laughed or rejoiced, becaufe as this prophecy | This looks as if they had no hope, and were in 
was fulfilled, fo would others that predicted good | defpair of having their petitions granted ; ‘fince 
_ things. God had entirely rejected them from being his 
¥.19. Thou, O Lord, remaineft for ever, 8c.]| people, and would never more have mercy on 
The fame in his nature and perfections ; in his | them; but the words may be rendered, sho’ thou 
grace and goodnefs ; inshis power and faithfulnefs; | haft in rejecting rejected us *; or elfe, unlefs thou haft 


? 


_ in his purpofes and promifes; tho’ all things elfe | wtterly rejected us‘; or rather by an interrogation, 
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for wilt thou utterly rejedl, or defpife us *? furely faithfulnefs; and. fo it‘is.an argumel toda | 
thou wilt not; fuch is thy grace and goodnefs.: | prayer, and not an expreffion of defpondency; tho? __ 
the Fews, becaufe they would not have the. be + 


thou art very wroth againft us; thou haft been, and 
{till continueft to be: or, wilt thou be exceeding 
wroth againft us*? or continue thy wrath to ex~ 
tremity, and for ever? thou wilt not; it is not 
confiftent with thy mercy and grace, truth and 


end in what is forrowful and diftreffing, repeat 
foregoing verfe ; and the like method they take at 
the end of Ecclefiaftes, and the prophecies of Yaiah 
and Malachi, as Farchi obferves.. 5 > 34 
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